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CARDINAL GLEMP'S VISIT IS A TIME FOR CHANGE

by Marc H., Tanenbaum

When Cardinal Jozef @wex Glemp, primate of the Polish Catholic Church,
visits the United States from September 19 through October 7, there are
essentially two contradictory responses that are open to Americen Jewish
leadership.

The firsts concentrate entirely on the Cardinal Glemp's horribls
anti-Semitic statements made in his homily on August 26, 1939, at the shrine
of #& Czestochowa, and ignore any changes that have taken place since that time.

Thé second: keep clearly in mind the crude anti-Semitic themes expressed
in that offansive hohily, but acknowledge with both reason and decency that =
mum¥ number of important thanges have taken place since 1989 imasth the
attitudes and behavior of both Cardinal Glemp and leaders of the Polish
Catholic Church. The challenge then becomes how to build on those Ghanges
and 8% assure that the movement toward uprooting anti-Semétism in Poland
is skzEmgiblwrot strengthened and made a lasting program.

The risk of the first response ofeifeking publicly to hggiliate Cardinel
Glemp by serving a summons on him when Be lands in Boston 1s that it will
gratify the egos of two or three individuals, but the consequences of that
action could be exceedingly damagling to the pififul Polish Jewish remnant as
well as to American Jewry.

Someone has to kesep in mind that American Jewry is passing through

a very troubling time. The confrontation between the Bush administration and the
Shamir government over obtaining the 310 billion in guarantees for loans for
Israel, even with the most positive comprom*se, is goingz to leave a grest many
Americans angry at Jews for oppesing the U.S. president in favor of the Israelil
govennment. I do not think we should undersstdmate the negative fallout of thas
emerging eonfrontation.

Then the Crown Heights black pogrom against Lubavitcher Jews dischoses
how pervasive a black culture of vicious anti-Smmitism is creeosing out around us.
While moderate black leaders have remainad largely silent in the facs'of the

most hateful, Nazi-like verbal violence and murderous riots, a number of the

black radicsl agitators — the Rev. Al Shapoton, Sanny Cgrson, Maddox and Mason, et aly



D
have had the mudacity to warn that Crown Heights/pogroms % could welll be repeated
1n Williamsburg, 3oro Park, Washingoon Heights and elseghere. Witk the encoursgemehh
of the Rev. Louis Farrakhan, Dr. Leonard Jeffries, end anti-Semitic rap lyrics,
who can guarantee that Imitative behavdor could not break out in other cities?
A oubic explosion against Cardingl Glemp i1n the United Sates clearly runs
the risk of alienating the entire American Catholic hierarchy, the majority of
whom of are tfusted-friands of the U.S. Jewish community, not to sneak of tens
of thousands of Poldsh Catholics in the United States.
It 1s more than projble that public attacks against Cqrdinal Glemp while
he is the United &mims States will have the most dire consequences for the elderly
Polish Jewish communitg. As happzned when Rahbi Avi Weiss inveded the sanctuary
of the Carmelite nuns, another wave of anti-Sem#tism can be exmxm®x expected 1n
Poland should C-tdinal Glemp be publicly humiliasted while 1n the United States.
3ut it will be the # frail Polish Jews who will be baatau,-x;:t ;:;rsle;i_; s;nd soet Bx
upon, not the Jewish spam persons living in the safeiy of Riverdale ani Cambridge,
Mass.
Jewish leadership are elected to office by their significant constit;écies
= to whom they are regularly accountable — for the primary purpose of defending
Jewish i1nterests.and assuring Jewish security. It would be perverse if they
felt justifiad in mwmwwkx orovo'ting further animesity mdd hostility toward Jews.
dmerican Jewry has abundant real problems with the 1mminent U.S.-Isrselil
confrontation, the Crown Heights black culture of vicious anti-Semitism, not to speak
of the latent garden’varietv anti-Semztism which lies buried in the culture.
Since 1939, Cordinal Glemp: committed himself to transfer the Carmelite
convent to a new center that is under construction. He gave the full authority of
his office to an exbraordinary declaration of the Polish Catholic hierarchy that
condemned anti=Semitism "as evil and contrary to the soirit of the Gosvel." He approved
the reading of thet historic pestoral document 1n every Polish Catholic Church in January

1991, =wmit an unprecendeded act in the history of Poladd.



And in August, in a létter’ sent to a Polish Catholic archbishop in Detroit,
Cardinal Glemp retré%;d charges he had leveled during his 1939 hom:ily thet
"seven Jewish demamstrators"” had intended physicsl harm to the Carmelite sisters

§

or destruction of their convent.
he)
I do not xnow whetkbr Cardinal Glemp is a genuine Eglz;fggghn!ah. Yutrand the
Pﬁ?lsh Catholic church which he leads have shown demonstrable signs they are under-
going serious corrective changes in their attitudes toward Jew;; Judaism, the Nazi
holocaust, ahﬂrIsrael. _
When g group of us from the Synagogue Council of America meet with Cariinal
Glemp and American C,tholic cardinals and bishops on Septembsr 20 in Washington,
we feel we wiFl be scting in the best Jewish interests to help advance that
process of change and fsw transformation, and not to torpedo it through
angyy outbursts.
—Rabb1 Tanensaum, for thirty years director of interreligdous and international
ré¥ations for the American Jewish Committee, is a formerz cheirman of the
Internstional Jewish Committee for Interreligious Eonsultatlons (1JC01C), the
official body rzlatigng to the Vatican and other world Christian bodies. He is

now a lectueer, writer, ani eonsultant.





