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III. B. INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON "JUSTICE AND PEACE IN THE NEAR EAST"
Forty delegstes from youth, student, and university Christian move-

ments from the U.S., Burope and the Middle East met in Beirut, Lebanon,
and Amman, Jordan, May 10-18, for am international consultation on
"Justice and Peace in the Near East.” T7This seminar, organized by the
Student Christian Coordinating Committee of Lebanon and co=-spoasored
by the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), was attended by nine
American Protestants: William Bengtson-New York Theological Seminary;
the Rev. Bartlett Beavin =« campus minister in Ann Arbor, Michigan;

John Dillon - student in Iondon; Mr. & Mrs, Richard Ittner - minister
in Brookiyn; George Pike - minister in Bettendorf, Iowa; Jesse Truvillion -
minister in New York City; and William Weisenbach - student at New York
Theological Seminary, affiliated with the University Christian Move-
ment (UCM). The University Christian Movement, founded in September
1966, as successor to the National Student Christian Federation (NSCF)
was "phased out" as of June 1969. The termination of the national UCM
structure does not affect the local or regional student work car;:led
on under ecumenical or individual church suspices. UCM plans an Annual
Assembly on the Middle East, June 11-16, at Boulder, Colorado. Its
members are also invited to take part in another study seminar on the
Middle East at the Church Center for the United Nations im the Fall of
1969. Other delegates, including teachers, pastors, and students, camc
frem Egyptian, Jordanian, Lebanese, Palestinisn, and Syrian groups,
as well as from European youth movements, Britain, the Netherlands,



Swvitzerland, The German Federal Republic amd Czechoslovakia, YMCA,
YWCA, World Council of Churches Youth Department, Pax Romana (Roman
Catholic), Youth Commission of the Christian Peace Conference (Eastern
European), 7he Secretariat for the Seminar of Arab Students in Europe,
the John Enox Student Home in Geneva, and the Councils of Near East
Missions in the U.S. and in Europe.
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A report of the proceedings of the Seminar was published in Al
Montada (Jume-July 1968 issue) and highlighted the following develop-
ments:

1) "There was at times rather violent confrontations between the
young Europeans and Americans, conditioned as they were by varied
sources of information including a theological judaic yision of the
people of God and a concept of Zionism lacking nuance, and the young
Arabs wounded in their basic rights for justice. But little by little
theologlans, scripture experts, philospphexrs and experts in politics,
economics and information mumaged to place the problem in its txue
light. The final declaration was apposed (adopted) unanimously.

(See below text of anti-Israel declaration).

' 2) The delegates visited fedayeen encampments, Arab refugee camps,
and "the shelled village of Rarameh" and “acquired an objective pic~-
ture of the Palestinian drama." They were received by the General
Director of the Jordanian Information Ministry and the Minister of
Reconstruction and took part in meetings organized for them by the



Orthodox Club of Auman where Father lMoubarac (See p. 20 = "Israeli
Zionism is surely no better an answer than the Medieval Crusades,™)
led the prayer at the end of the evening.

3) "At the end of the Seminar, each delegate studied the
possibilities of making hi;shwn association avare of what he had
learned and experienced, in order to give Europe and the USA 3 wore
objective picture of the lsraeli~Arab conflict,"

The declaration adopted by the 40 delegates from eleven countries
who attended the WSCF seminar contained 11 points. Dated May 20, 1968,
and reprinted in full in Al Montada (June-July 1968), the following
are major conclusions of the declavation:



1) "We are opposed to the conquest by military force that has
marked Israel's role in the Near East since its inception...The pre-
sent Arab emmnity towards Israel is a product not of anti-Semitism,
but rather of repeated acts of Israeli appression.”

2) "The source of this Israeli apprrssion lies in the fdeology of Z
Zionism, with all of its exclusiveness and intolerance. This ideology
fosters a type of religion and ¥P{dféép/vibé]/wé/béleésé and politico
which we believe to be contrary to the spirit of the 0ld Testament...

that the present policies of Israel
We do not believe FfAf/ffé/EteSbdt/%P{déoé4/ 8L/ 04¢4é{ are grounded
in the best traditions of the Jewish religion. We believe that the
0ld Testament vision of Zion 1s one which cannot be transposed into that of
a particular state within human history." /This statement is evidentally
one of the results that "the experts...managed to place in its true
light"™ as the Arab delegates sought to correct "the theological Judaic
vision of the people of God" that the Western Christians brought to
the Seminar. Editor/

3) In our times it is anachronistic and dangerous to found a
society upon the primary of a particular religious tradition. This
is true not only in the case of Israel, but throughout the world.

Our hope, therefore, for the people of Palestine - Jewish, Muslim and
Christian is an open, pluralistic society that guarantees the same
real rights and opportunities for all citizens." fThe seminar's
delegates had not read apparently the Israeli declaration of inde-
pendence now had consulted with thousands of Israeli Christians and
Muslims who have repeatedly testified to their complete freedoms in
Israel. See, for Example, declarations of the Rev, Dr. Douglas Young,




president of the Instftute of Bible Studies in the Holy land, Father
Bruno Hussar, St. Isaiah House of Dominican Studies, Jerudalem, among
many other teatimnnies#T

4) '"We affirm the right of the Palestian Arabs to live in their
own lands, and deplore the forced evacuation of more than one and a
half million of them from their homeland in the wars prompted by the
existence of Israel in 1948, 1956 and 1967." /That six Arab states
initiated the 1948 war against Israel and that the Palestine Arab High
Command called upon Arabs in 1948 to leave Palestine in order to return
with victorious Arab conquering armies who would share with them Jewish
botty 18 simply dismissed in the pro-Arab line of this declaratiaqgf

5) "Our I#d hope is that each side will refrain from resorting to
¥ilé violence in attempting to resolve the conflict. But at the same
time we realize that this becomes increasingly problematic for
Palestian Arabs with each further act of Israeli aggression.”

6) '"An essential first step to the resolution of the conflict is Ig#
Israeli compliance with the United Nations resolution calling for the with-
drawal of troops from the areas occupled as a result of the June 1967
appression.” /The declaration makes no reference to any other conditions
contained in the Nov. 1967 U N resolution, including & call for an end
to Arab belligerency, the recognition of the sovergnity of all the
states in the region, free access to international waterways, etcéf'

7) "The increasing improbablity of a political resolution of the
Naar East conflict because of Israel's intransigence has prompted the
formation of Palestine Liberation Movements, the most prominent of which

is AL-FATH. This movement appears to be according to all evidence avail-

¥



able to us, a liberation movement representing the popular aspirations of
the Palestiaian Arabs and not a terrorist orgamization. Its primary
objective i8 to make possible the building of a democratic Palestinian
state in which Muslims, Jews, Christians and others can live peacefully
and participate fully. For Palestinian Arabs it eppears to play a role
analogue to that of European sesistance movements in Nazi-occupied
countries during World War IL." /The declaration reflects an ineredible
moral brutality in that it does not regard as 'terrorist" the wanton rdea
of imnocent Israeli #f¢#If/ civilians in supermarkets, of studemts in
univesity cafeterias, of passengers im civilian aircraft. That
Christians mindlessly endorse such terrorism ovefseas but decry it in
their eities at home, when it strikes at their own homes, reflects the
moral and st soft -mindedness if not schizophrenia, at work Iins ¢
current moral theologles J

8) "The struggle of Palestingian Arabs is analogous to the national
liberation struggles of many other peoples in the rest of the Third
World. The state of Israel has appeared to the Arab World to be an
outpost of the Western world in the Near East, as it indeed often has
functioned.”

9) '"e consider the suffering of the Vietnamese people because
of American aggression, the suffering of the non-white peoples of South
Africa because of aparthaid, the suffering of the non-white peoples of
Rhodesia because of white racism, and the suffering of Arabs because of
Israeli Zionism to be amaloguous and inter-related. And we appeal for

freedom, peace, justice and equality for all these peoplea."



10) "We regret that the majority of European and North American
Mass Media have varied only in the degree of their approval of the
Israeli position. We deplore this imbalance, which we do not believe
is justified by the factual record, and we hope for more cobjectivity
in the future in the interpretation of news related to the Arab-Israeli
conflict."

11) "The significance of Jerusalem for all believers adddesses
it to the conscience of all men of good will as the symbol of under=
standing among peoples. Delivered from every form of fait accompli, it
should become again, in this ecumenical era, a sign of blessing in
the heart of the world. Peace upon Jerusalem."

This declaration opened with the following appeal: 'We urge our
respecrive national organizations and the World Student Christian
Federation to continue to I#ff{/ initiate programs and projects to
carry forward the ¢concerns defined by this consultation, (ie., the
above 11 points). In response to that call to action, one of the 9
American delegates, representing the Univesdity Christian Movement.
fhe Rev, Richard E., Ittmer, pastor of the Arlington Avenue Presbyterian
Church (Arlington Ave. and Elton St. Brooklyn, N. Y. 11208) drafted
"a strategy that might be implemented (by the American delegates)
upon their return home,“

The strategy,whose programs and projects are detailed below,
was published in the Jume-July issue of Al Montada, the English
language "Christian News Bulletin" published by the Documentation
Center for Youth and S:udents in the Middle East, whose headquarters

are in Beirut. The strategy was distributed to all the organizations



represented at the seminar. In the United States, Rev. Ittmer's

19 points stategy was distributed by the University Christian

Movement to its sonstituent, Pfotestant, Roman Catholie and Orthodox

student groups on the universtiy and seminary campuses.
The stmategy urged the followéng action:

a) Sponsor teach-ins, dialogues and debates between factions on
campuses

b) Help disseminate statements of Lebanese missionaries to
churches and newspapers

c®d Aid in distribution of Americans for Justice in the Middle East
Newsletter

d) Check for biased reporting and pressure media for more objective
analysis

e) Seek to encourage a TV '"White Paper" on therefugee p¥ situation

f) Encourage work and dialogue with the American Council for Judaism

g) Attempt to get information into Approach and other church-related
newsletters

h) Help make the United Nations resolutions known

i) Meet with the NCC Middle East committee

j) Meet with Congressmen, State Department and UN representatives
to discuss conflict

k) Seek cooperation with existing pro-Arab groups in the US

1) Sponsor Akab discussions with Arab student leadership in US

m) Encourage more hospitality to Arab students studying in the US

n) Organize letter-writing campaign for quick response to crises

o) Sponsor Jedsh-Arab dialogues in the US, Europe and the Middle
East

P) Seek to introduce Middle East issues into the 1968 Presidential
campaign

q) Organize boycotts 6f tours to the Holy Land during the Crigis

r) Seek to support a non-violent march of the refugees to their
homeland ' :

s) Show refugee films available though the UN and Jordanian
Information Service.

(I11-B)

THE UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN CENTER, BEIRUT, LEBANON

F ¢Sponsored by 15 Arab Christian.and Western Christian bodies
114

listed on p. 18) this center has become a major forum for disseminating

pro-Arab and anti=Osrael declarations, publications, ahd other propa-

ganda. A key functionary in the Center has been the Rev, James E. Pierce, |



formerly Associate Director of the 878787 U.C.C., the first president
of the American for Justice in the Middle East, and now pastor of the
Univerfity Heights Presbyterian Church, Bronx, New York.

In a letter dated July 10, 1967, on the stationmery of the
Univessity Christin Center (P.0.Box 235, Rue Makhoul, Deeb Building,
Beirut, Lebanon), Rev. Pierce wrote a letter to American clergymen
and lay leaders of all denominations that "the Arab position in general
has not been fully clarified," To help American Christians 'understand"
the Arab position, Rev., Pierce enclosed a package of "reflections,
statments, and letters of the Middle Eastern Churches." These in-
cluded:

a) the statement on the Middle East by the officers of the
World Council of Churches;

b) telegram to the W C C with a clarifying letter by Patriarches of
Syria and Lebanon (which 4 eclares, ''The State of Israel was unjustly
created and should cease to exist as a racial state..."; (see p.9)

¢) memorandum on "The Requirements of the Christian F ith vis-a=via
the Palestimian Problem,"” by Father Jean Corban, Beirut ("Israel is
based on a racist state of mind, which no human or Christian conscience
can accept...” (see p.l1l7)

d) report on trip to Middle East by Father Paul Verghese, WCC
associate General Secretary (see p. 10)

Rev. P¥ Pierce then writes:

"The students and staff of the Unives#ity Christian Center ask
you to read the enclosed materials ...and then share these materials

with your church congregation, colleagues, friends, and/or any other



means of commmication...
" The students and staff of the Univésity Christian Center
urge you to evaluate and understand the thinking contained in this

packet; we urge you to bring the cutting edge of the Gospel and theo-

logical reflection to bear on political Zionism, we urge you to under=
stand the depth of agony that millions of Middle Easterm Christians

will have to face (and are presently #acing) if cut off from the
Holy lands and particularly J:rusalem; and we urge you to participate
in alleviating the suffering of tens of thousands of mefugees leaving
the newly occupled parts of Jordan, Syria, and Egypt."

The University Christian Center sponsors in Beirut many lectures
on the Middle East, and seven recent talks have been publfished as
a single booklet for world-wide distribution ata cost of $1.00 per
copy. The booklets are disseminated by the Americans for Middle East

@nderstanding in New York City (see p. )
Three have a common title, "Suffering Humanity, the Refugees

in the Middle East." The authors are the American, Peter Dodd,
the English United Nations expert, John Reddaway, and the Korean
refugee, Yoon Gu Lee.

Two others bear the title, "Zionism-Judaism."” One is by
Professor William Halladay and the other by Dr. Fritz Steppat. Both
teach in Christian Seminaries in Beirut,

The remaining two are Arab views of "War and Peace in the
Middle East." Dr. Eli E, Salem and the late Professor Nabih A,
Faris are the Arab authors.

The "imprimatur" of the University Christian Center gives thesc
seven lecturss an ecclesiastical ec: enical endors nt. All seven



i
are hostile to Israel and some can be classified as outright anti-

Semitic tracts. (for details, see p. )

(I1I-B)
METROPOLITAN PHILIP SALIBA OF NEW YORK

The Archbishop of ghe Syrian Aféédid A Orthodox
Archdiocese of New York and of North American visited Lebanon and
then Rome, disclosing plans to advance the Arab political cause
¢é# in Western Christian circles and in the United States. As reported in
Al Hayot of Beirut, Metropolitan Saliba held a press conference there
on May 27th during which he announced plans to hold the 24th General
Congress of his diocese in 1970 in Lebanon. ¥HKé337 The 37 year old
Archbishop claims about 110,000 constituents in the United States
of Lebanese, Syrian, Palestinian and other emigrants of Arab origin.
The purpose of the congress, Metropolitan Saliba stated, is to
strengthen " relations between those Avrabs who emigrated to the
United States and those who rcmained in the Middle East.™

The Al Payot article (headlined - "Talking Action in the
Matter of Palestine Does Not Lead to & Positive Result)) quoted the

Archbishop as saying, "It is the duty of the Arab League nations to

contribute not less than twenty million dollars to establish information
centers in U, S, Cities."

Metropolitan Saliba added that Arab emigrants living in the USA
will be in charge of these centers "because they know how to talk to
the American mind and they can penetrate it." The Archbishop indicated
that his church had raised $50,000 to aid victims of the June 1967 war.
The Archbishop also ition @ that because of his "sentivity towards



the Arab problem in general and the Palestine problem in particular"
he has established a "'special organization” on Beirut which will use
its energy to teach some of the "awakened students,.Y

The Committee of the organization for the teaching of Arab
nationalism consists of Archbishop Elia El1-Salibi, chairman; Arch-
bishop Phillip Rurban, Archbishop Phillip Saliba, Dr. Constantine
Zureiq; Architect Antoine Maaslouf, George Medri (for Syria); Simaan
Dacod (for Jordan); Mansour Lahham (for America.)

The Arab = language article concluded with the quote from
Archbishop Saliba: "There is a historical hatred on the part of
the Jews toward Islam and Christianity...and I believe that Isyael
will never be satsified with the borders that she has reached now."

According to the Religious News Service (June 3, 1968) Metropolitan

Saliba had an audience with Pope Paul VI at Vatican City. The RNS
reports that the New York churchman sought from the Pope a statement
on the internationalization of Jeruslame "but he was told by the
Pontiff that such a statmeat should be one on which all Christian
leaders could agree."

Archbishop Saliba was one of the speakers who had been invited
to a Weshington, D C. pro-Arab rally on June 8, 1968. The rally
was to be held at Lafayette Park across from the White House.
According to A, T, Mehdi, the Executive Director of the Bederated
Organizations of American Arab Relatiens (see p. ) the rally was
to "call upon President Johnson...to bring pressure upon ¥srael to
withdraw from the areas occupfed” in June 1967. Attached to Mehdi's

letter announcing Saliba's participation in the rally was a cartoon

~f Moshe Dayan dressed in a Nazi stormtrooper's uniform with the
=B

I



o
€aption 'WANTED!" Under the cartoon was a listing of the alleged

"atrocities" that the Israelis have committed against the "ecivilian
Arab population of the Holy Land." Mehdi's letter called upon the
American people in general and the "Jewish community in particular
to denounce and oppose ''these latter day Nazis."

Archbishop Saliba and others had been invited to speak f£¢ at
the rally that was ironically and tragically never held due to the
funeral of Senator Robert F. Kammedy.

III-B

AMERICANS FOR JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Created since June 1967 Americans for Justice in the Middle East

(P O Box 4841 - Beirut, Lebanon, Rev. James Pierce, President, Room 924,
475 Riverside Drive, New York (870-2506); Mrs. F. Remno, Secresary;

Mrs. J. Dagilaitis, Membership Chairman) consists "of professional
and gusiness people mostly in their 20's and 30's who want to give fellow
Americans back home a fuller comprehension of the Arab world in which they
work, believing that Americans are largely uninformed or misinformed

on matters curicial to area peace, especially on the Arab view of the
central Palestine issue." They publish monthly The Middle East Newsletter
edited by Robert J, Fraga and Amne Ricketson Zahlan (see publications).
"@ur readers are urged to share the material in the Newsletter with

their friends, local newspapers, and gféd representatives @f/djés¢

in government."



An exasmple of the kind of "fdller comprehemsion the Americans 13
for Justice in the Middle East seek to commmicate "back home" is
the lecture by Dr. William Halladay, professor 01d Testament at the Near
East School of Theology, Beirut, delivered in January 1968 at the
University Christian Center Forum there.

Prof. Halladay's lecture, entitled "Is the Old Testament Zionist?"
was published in the Jume-July 1968 issue of the Middle East Nzwsletter
(Vol, II, No. 6, pp.8-13), reprinted in the “Occasional Bulletin"

(Oct. 1968, Vol. XiX, no. 10) from the Missionary Research Library
(Room 678, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027), and dis-
txwbuted tributed by the University Christian Movement,

Prof. Holladay has written a lenmgthy essay in k which he
draws distinctions between anclent Isracl and medern Israel on the
basis of political history, religious history, and theology. 'On
the basis of bare historical events," he writes, "the Zionist claim
to the land carries little weight, as we all recognize.™

As to "the relevance of the Old Testament to the policy of modem
Israel," Bemfesmidux Professor #ms Holldday writes, "Zionism does
not want to listen to the Old Testament because it does not want to
be subject to the God of judgment and grace/ these revealed." (p. 11).
He concludes his essay with an admonition to Christians, "We who
are Christian must take seriocusly the New Testament affirmation
that it is the church, we ourselves, who are the true Israel...we
are it, the Israel of God. We have said that modern Israel is not
in theological contimuity with ancient Israel. Now we must affirm
that the church is in continufity with ancient Israel in the semse

that it is the commmitv chareed to centinue to ba attoanrive to tha



voice of the God of judgment and grace who can be met in the Old
Testament."

While Prof. Holldday cschews modern anti{-Semitism (see p. 5A) as
practiced by Gerald L.K. Smith and the Nazi, Communist and Arab
purveyors of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, it is a tragic
commentary that he has learned nothing about the relationship between
that form of higher Biblical criticism of Wellhausen and Kuenen
which he espouses and the foundations that that "higher anti-Semitism"
provided for Alfred Rosenberg and Hitler's Mein Kampf., Furthermore,
his 19th century theological views regarding "the true Israel”
represent a regressive influence in the contemporary theological
scene which finds a growing number of leading Catholéc and Protestant
scholars developing a significant concensus regarding the permanent
saitidy validity of Judaism and its legitimate claims to truth
and value, and a theology of the people of God which under (?)
religious coexistence between Judaism and Christianity--and Islam,
and other Oriental religions.

The same issue of the Middle East Newsletter, at the con-
clusion of Prof. Holladay's article, publishes a phot:lygraph with
this caption:

"On Saturday April 27 the people of the Republic of Lebanon
paid homage to the heroism of their youthful compatriot, Khalil
Izzedine El-Jamal who met his death in a resistance action within
Occupied Palestine. The coffin containing the remains of the young
freedom fighter, who had joined the Palestine Nationzal Liberation

Movement, Al-Fatah, after the June war, was brought to Lebandn



by way of Jordan and Syria in a msrwmm convoy aecompanied by

Palestinian commandos in uniform. From the frontier where the

funeral train was met by the Administrator of the Bekaa region
representing the Lebanese govermment to Beirut where the funeral

was held at the Al-Omari Mosque, people gathered along the road to salute
the memory of their compatriot. Church bells tolled the dirge

as religious leaders of all faiths took part in the procession: May

6 is Martyrs' Day in Lebanon and this year among the names of those
Lebanese who have given their lives for their country was inscribed

that of Khalik Al-Jamal."



IV Response of Christian Croups to Aradb Initiatives
Church Center at the United Nations

insert P. 8A from the press release

National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
insert p. 8

A, "Middle East Refugees' -~ In September 1968

B. Athens-Beirut - See bottom p. 6, and p. 7-same press release



v RESPONSE OF CHRISTIAN GROUPS TO ARAB INITIATIVES

Church Center at the United Nations

The Church Center at the United Nations, an ecumenical and
interdencminational Protestant center, has been recommending the
Arab propagandist, M. T. Mehdi, to church agencics and parish
churches for their study programs on the Middle East as *a vodice
(the Church Center) staff had come to respeet."

Dr. Mehdi, secretary gemeral of the Action Committee on
American-Arab Relations, was twice deported by the U. S. Tmmigration
and Naturalization Service as a professional agitator.

Commenting on Mr. Mehdi's application for permanent residency
in the U, S,, P, S, Esterdy, district director of the U, S, Immigration
Service, told the Hew York Times, (Feb. 10, 1969), “since he has been
such an agitator, the question comes 1£€, as a matter of discretion,
residency should be granted. Should this kind of man,--a doreigner
agitating and creating trouble between brother and brother here--
be made a resident of this country?"

One of the Protestant colleges which received the recommendation
of Mehdl as a ppeaker from the Church Center at the U. H. was the
Methodist-affiliated Iowa Wesleyan College. The cocllege president,
Dr. Franklin H. Littell, observed, "If they can vespect Mehdi they
should have been more rvespectful toward Sturmer and Bormamn'"
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In September 1968, the General Board of the National Counecil
of Churches, meeting in Houston, Texas, recei;ed a report on the "'re-
fugee situation in the Middle East." The survey, conductdd by Rev.
Edwin M. Luidens, general secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions
of the Reformed Church in America, the Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, of the
Episcopal Church, and the Rev. Rodney A. Sundberg, of the United Presby-
terian Church, dealthonly with the situation of the Arab refugees and
nmade no reference to 500,000 Jews who were refugees from Arab countries.

In seeking to explain the Yconvictions of Christian peopnle
there," the report stated: 'Western nations out of a sense of guilt
for the persecution of Jews in Europe created the State of Israel and
thus contributed toward the persecution of Arabs.

"For 20 years lsrael has been permitted to ignore the resolu=-
tions of the United Nations aimed at justice for dispossessed Arabs, and
thus has been enabled to mmlarge and consolidate her position."”

According to a Religious News Service report, "there was strongly
worded appositi:on to the survey from some who held it was unbalanced
in faver of the Arab position." The refugee report, however, was pube
lished in Approach, an official jourmal of the National Council of
Churches and the United Presbyterian Church, under the title, "Do
Churches Betray Mid-East Christiang?" No mention was made of the
opposition to the report during the floor debate. A reprint of the pro-

Arab report was made by the Middle Iast and Furope Department of the
Division of overseas Ministries of the National Council of Churches,
and was sent to the 34-member denominations of the Protestant Coumecil.

e )
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The crudest example of anti-Semitic literature that has been
distributed through Arab inforration chammels in the United States
is that of a leaflet headlined, “The Secret of the Blood Practices
Israel is Enjoined to Observe." Wurittem by Ibrahim Saada and re-
printed from the June 21, 1967 edition of a popular Egyptian illus-
trated weekly, the article revives the medieval ritual murder legend,
and the more recent "Protocols of the Elders of Zion."

Following are excerpta— from the leaflet: YSore of the rituals
rabbis perform with Christian blood...(include) the kidnapping of
children in Syria and Lebanon for the purpose of sucking their blood
on the Jewish Passover...The author notes that "the Jews believe that
if they do not mix Christian blood with their undesvened bread at
Passover the bread will not hold together."

The artécle is illustrated with a cartoon, reminiscent of RNazi
propaganda jowrnals, showing a hook-nosed, bearded Jew collecting the
blood of an Arab child whom he has crucified with lancets.

The writer goes on to quote "The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion," the 19th century forgery which alleged a Jewish world con-
spiracy. He concludes that "every Jew hopes for the collapse of

all other religions so that Judaism shall reign supreme...The leaders
of Zion are planning to annihilate Christianity and Islam all over

the world."
The leaflet was given to the American Jewish Committee by
Christian and Jewish professors on several university campuses who had

received them from Arab students inquiring whether Jews continue to
follow these practices today.
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attentive to the voice of the God of judgment and grace who can be et
in the Cld Testament."

Dr. Holladay's article was reprinted in the "“Middle East News-
letter,”™ June-July 1968 issue, published by the Americans for Justice
in the Middle East.

Similar views were expressed by a group of 66 American mission-
aries, pastors, and other professional church-related pefsonnel living
in Lebanon who sent an "Open Letter to the Christians of the West"
in thespring of 1958. Their letter, which was reprinted in four
Christimn journals in this country, (Christian Century, Monday Morning,

Middle East Newsletter, and Al Montada) that "the church is the new

"Israel of God' and states, *we must challenge the assumption that
the Israeli occupation of Jerusalem, and indeed of large portions of
Palestine, represents the fulfillment of 0l1d Testament prophecy."
They conclude their appeal with a call to Western Christians "to

exert specific political and economic pressures on Israel because of her
continued deffance of the resolution of the United Natioms."
Father Jean Corbon, a Greek Orthodox priest of Beirut, makes
the same theological point in a remorandum of Jume 17, 1957 to the
World Council of Churches:

¥God's main object in selecting the Jews as His €hosen people
was to serve the salvation of mankind and not for them to install them~

selves as a separate secular nation....It has become public knowledge

that the Jews have already deviated from the call assigned to them,
thus turning to marrow exclusivity their originally universal ecall.

"From the Christian point of Vi% d""gsp stablisiment cfnlsyagld

as an exclusive state directly violates

and all mankind."



EXXXEEREREIXRIE Q
B. Athens-Beirut
NGl Cowneidd -of ~Churches of ~Shrist e T8,

— B

Following the Israeli attack on the Beirut airport the
National Council of Churches sent telegrams on Dec. 31, 1968, to
President Johnson and to UN Ambassaddr J. Russell Wiggins express-
ing gratitude “for your firm stand in the Security Council...in
condemning the Israelil attack on the Beirut Airport, your call
to break the pattern of violence and your plea for a meaningful arms
agreement #&n the mxxea area." The telegram to President Johnson
also added: "We are grateful...for Mr. Rostow's condemmation of the
attack on 'a civil intersational airport' in a country whéch
has been striving for moderation in the Middle East." The tele-
grams made no refererce to the attack by Arab commandos on an
El Al plane at Athens airport, which had preceded the Beirut
incident.

Three days later, the National Council of Churches issued a
second statement which spoke in gemeral terms about the "need for
compassion, justice and peace in the Middle East." It called for
"renewed efforts" to "secure implementation of the Security Council
resolution," and called on the Israeli Govermment to permit and
facilitate on "a far larger scale" the return of the Arab refugees
and displaced persons to their homes on the West Bank of the Jordan.

The National Council concluded its statement with a brief
reference to the plight of Jewish refugees in Arab countries, the
first time it is belicved that the Protestant agency took public
notice of the persecution of Jews in Arab lands.





