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Mare H, Tare n™aum

PATRIOTISM AND PIETY - NEW RIGHT EVANGELICALS

The current emergence of the "New Richt Evangelicels" or the
"New Christian Right" did not “egln with the org.nization of the
Morgl liajority in June 1979. Te nation'e preegs, IV and other mess
medla discoversd the evangelical right during the mmst year and has
treated 1t ag a epectaculer novelty, resulting freauently in
caricatures that tend to o»ecure rather than to reveal the deothe
of its historic ilmportance as well as ite chshlengee to Americen

politicé and democratic plurdlism,

The present phase of the surfacing of the "New Right Zvangelicsls'
dates hack some thirty five years. Following World War II, tne South
underwent an extranrdinary trandghrmation in economics, onlitice,
education ané religlon,

The Souvth is today the fasteet growing reglon in thenation.
"The sixtzen states that ma%e uo the region we call the Souvth," Zen J.

Wattenveeg and Richard, I

I Scammon have o+gerved in Thig USA, "comvorise
the most populous single area in the nation." Nearly eizhty million
people live there and more Americsns can claim to %e Southerners then can
claim to we aanything else."
Despite sowe recent slowdown, the population of the TCouth

and Southwest 1g nmushrooming a2t dounle themm nstimnal average, uith

sore than 85% of the nationcs population growth now taking place in
these mxe=EXx statec, As 2 matter of strzight census fact, the South

is today more urkan than not - almost 60% — and there is solid evidence

of mounting wealth, medern industry, and vi-rent growth in many Sovthern



areas.

As the 1976 Presidentigl elections demonstrated, no politicel
party can win a presidential eledtinn without some of the eleven states
of the 014 Confederacy, and thelr cousln “order states whe control

163 electorel votes — 50% of the magical 270 needed for victory.

A growing numher cf Sovthernere are deeply coneclous nf thig seiszic

change in American life and speak unahaghedly of 1t, scmetimes in
heady, triumphalistic terms. "A reshuffling of power is tzaking plxe
in americe today that has nothing &t all to do with political mrties
or former
aagkelections," Governor Reu»en Askew of Florida sald recently,"The
wheel of power in this nation is turning, unmistaka‘ly ard undenia»ly
from the North te the South,"

Accompanying - or zerhape more zccurately — integrally involved

with thie "secular" transfcraation of the South has “een an squally

vigorous religious transformation. According to the Southerr Savtlet

Handbook , the populations of the Sunvelt states, excluging Californis

and Hawaii, grew 38% from 1950-1970, while the nrpulatinon mrcertagse

of Southern Bapntists grew 44%5. The Sovthern Beotiste are among the fastest
g mdlis ws 1993

growing denominatione in this country, numbering 12.7 million menvere.

2ut there are_al%f some 30 assocliatione and groupe of indevdendents who now

bring the num»er of Bapticte in the nstion to 30 aillisn.

' W
When you include other Evangelicals - Southern Methodists, Sothern

Preswyberians, Assem%lis= of God, among nthere -evangelicels today

numher ahout 50 nillien americans,

The Saztists have spread far begong the South and *order states

1n‘recent years, and there are now Baptists in all 50 states who are
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aligned with the Southern oeptist Convention. Tedsy, the Southern
saptistes are the largest Protestant denomimation in the United States.
Some church historiane predict that "they will eventuglly “escome the ¥

largest church in the world." (Dr. Jamee T, Baker.)

Today, "worn again" evangelical Chris*tians represent 20 percent

of the adult population, &and num»er over 30 milllion poventisal voters,

As shall e indiceted %elow, there have teen threge major

religious vevivals that svept across Merica in the 18th and 19th centuries,

known as "the Ureat Awakenings." The present upsurge of the “New Right
Evangelicals' govears to *e a fuli-»lown "Foutth Great Awakening."
There are t+wo dlstinctive features in the present revival that have
not exleted “efore in Amnefican religicus and politicel nistory:

First, the growing dominaticn of "the electronic church" wy
cnattematic ewangelicsl preachers whe clzim to reach 86% of the nation'e
homes (50 million vieyers weeklyv), andx who ralsed in 1979 z cahmhined
toflial of at least $150 milliion;

Second, the forging of ah alliance “ctween "electrrnic vrezchere’
and ultra-conservative political groupns headed »y ekilled prnfessinmel
pelitical crgenizers, X Vhlle there has “een a precedsnt of evengellcel
preachers joining ferces with "Chrietian' “usineesmen to "Cnristianize
Anerie " ~ especially “eginning with the "Third Grest Awakening'in
1859 — thies aspears to-%e the firet time in America's history that
evangelicel lesders have consclously set out to form with professional
politicians "an evangelical political lowwy" for the purpose of

mo-1ilizing "the Christian vote" and to elect "worn-again Chrietians"

into punlie office,
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How does one explain thie extraordinsry afsertinn of the "New
Right Evangelieals" in American politice today?

In many waye, the preeent development conforme to ezrlisr
evangelical patterne in our natien's history;

Each of the earlier fthree'great zuakenings" was anzzExikyer
evangelical response to maseive socizl and religious dislocationes that
resulted from huge migrations of populaticns,

The first religicus revival wae that of " The Grest Colonial
Awakening" that took place from roughly 1725-1770, It wee essentially
a response of evangelical leaders to the disintegrating consecuences
@z for morals and manners, the decline of religion, that resultedf from

European peoples

the tranevlanting of/Eazkzxfwexthat nigrated acroes the Atlantic
tc the New World, with 1ts cearse and rough conditions of 1life,

The Second Awakening tonk place “-etween 1770s8-1830s. This
was the period nf immense population movements from the Zgst fn the
vellgys west of the Alleghanies (11 new states were then admitted te
the union.,) As a cnngequence nf this vast micrsetion which filled the
continsnt from the Allezhanies tn the Pacific, the religious eni mrral
condition of tne country as a whole was regarded -y church histotians
as having "reached the lowest e-» quite »osei-1lv in the entire history
of the American neopla "

Ia woth migratione ther conditions of tast la*or, rough and
coarse XaxX@EX hardBhips accompanying the pioneering life resulted in
a partiall;}zignaild soclety, with no soclal restraints, a *reakdown in

respect for authority, low vices, »rutel pleasures including the killing

of Negro slaves and “he macssacre of Indians, The VWest was deecri*ed as

"the land of sinful li“erty" with large sectione of the frontier soclety
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The "Third Sreat amaltening” concided with the rise ~f the
city, the dewline o ths front:er, and the gmergence cf mrdern
urkan azerice This was the periecd of mase i~migratien nf fereign-
Forn, znd city evangelism which reached ite neydey from 1865 to 1899
was 1ntendsd to reach thousanis who lost contact with fhe chwrches

1in the anonymity of the »urgeoining uvrksn centers,
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v denauched and whiskey-sndden, Drunkenness fueled “y pervasive home-nade
@ikﬁw whisgey “ecame the greatest church discipline pro-len.
& "Whatever man or family removed to any new country,” HEnrace

Bushnell wrote 1in 1847, '"made e large remove to “ar-arism,"
“The *Tawd Greok “"‘-‘-'c\_k_c.vumj"
A

Our contenporary "New Right Evangelicals" centinunusly ureach
a*out "the Golden Age" of America, that our nat*on was "a Christien
nation" in its earlisst days. That is a myth, and the nistoric Aata
kxkes “elies thet myth. New England was the *est churched secticn of
the colonies, and here church mem>ership was avout 1 to 8 in 1760,
In the lliddle Colonies, consisting mainly of German anl Scottk-Irish
immigrants, 1t was 1to 15. iIa the SBouthern colonies, even with its
esta“lished Anglican churches, it was 1 to 20. Taking the coloniess
as a whole, the ratio of churched to unchurched was ahout 1 to 12.
In his "History of kevivaliem," Will:am Varren Sweet writeg, "The
grsat majority of Americans in the 1Eth century were outelde any

church," and there wzs "an overwhelming indifference to relig=on,'

The first two 'great awakenings'! were started »y evangelical
leaders as a2 consecious effort to counter the meral disintegration

and the pervasi®e lack of affiliatinn with churchee that charactefized

much of the l1ife of the colonies and the western frontier. In +<he

third eweeening, -1z tims evangellsm was spearheaded -y such "nrofegginnal
evengeliste" as Dwight L. loody and later Rilly Sunday. They sought
to fight the grosser sins cormon to clty 1ife, to 1ift moral stsndards

1y conceatrating on -rimdng arout reformed lives,
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The preseat day "Fourth OGreat Awakening" therefere conforns

to sarlier catterns of evangelical revivsels »y addreeelng itself te
Jthe current "malalse of America' and »y secking tc *ring a*out a
moral and spiriltual transformation of its sdherents and of the socisty
at large.

But there are other continuities - znd discontinuitiee - that
the presesat revaval hes with the earller awakenings that zre inetructive.

1) One of the nost significant features — indeed achieverents —
of the first great awakening took place in its "Eouthern phase" which
vegan aroand 1775 in Hanover County, Virginia, Anglicanism was the
estarlished church of Virginia and persescuted remorselessly the dissenting
bagtiste,zn& methodists, and Presbyterlans. Since the deys of Roger
williizms who fled the szsgechusettie Bay Cnlony'se oppressive Puritan
othcdoxy to achieve freedom of conscience (the first Bastilst church
in aAmerica wae estaklished orimarily to enferce that vrineiple in
Previdence, Rnede Island), the Bapbists uwere the foremost champione
of ths orinclple of the sevaratior of church and state an? cnmolete
rellgious liverty, Together with diseenting hethriists,and Preshybbrianse,
thiey were resconsi*le for flooding the Genersl Court with cetititirans
dewmanding EZWEX the full right to every free exerclze of relicion ¥Wnithout
rolestation or danger of incurring any penalty whatecever,

In Vairginia, 1t tcox a ten-year contee®, which Jdefferson call =3
the sever2st of hie 1life, to sevarate churcn from staté. Finally, the
Virginia Status cf Religious Lirerty drafted »y Jefferson - and »aced
on vames Medison's Virganla Declaration of Rifghts - was oassed -y the
Ascem»ly on January 16, 1786, The exercise of religion, it declares, is

& "natu + 1l
atural right! whieh hasg “een infronged wy 'ths Yiclous srevEnatLen
- 1 .
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or egielatore and rulers® tc set uo uo their "own modes of thinking

as the only true and infallivle," and "to comcel a man toc furnieh
contri~utions of ncney for the provagation nf ovinione which he
dis-elieves," which is "snful and tyrannicel."

The stetute roundly declared, '"lio man ehall %e compelled to freguent
or support any reiizicus worehic, plzaem or ministry whateoever,'" It even
warns later ascem“llee that any attemot ~n thelr part to tamper with thie
law "will »e an infringement of natural rights." That action formelly
iaunched the oresent enoch of Am=ricau chuse—svale relations,

lronicaliy, toth the Rev, verry Felwell vyho heads the ‘foral Majerity
and the Rev, Pat Ro“erteon of the 700 Clu> have their natiernal headquarters
in Virginia. Their campaign to try to "reestavlish" a IChristien america"
and to vote only "worn-again Christiane" intoe pu*lic nffice cleerly
rune founter tc everything Thomas Jefferson, Jazes liadison, the Vireinia
ascenmhly stood for, and for which the early Zaptists szcrificed their

ives.

2) Like thelr latter-dzy descendants, "the electronic preachers,”
the founding fathers of the evengelical revival movements uere deeply
concerned about “the moral malalse" of Americane. Zut thelr methnde
were saignificantly spiritval and mnral rather tran political, They
eddresseq thenselves to the conversion of indi®idval crneciene and to
the development of vast procramg of volunt&rv socilal refnrm rather then
te campaizns for taking over the political machinery nf thelr sncietises,

Thue the Baotist and MKethndlet revivaliete, whn addreeced their
gospel of rspentance to the commmn nan, srucht te hecnme the mnral

courts c¢f the frontier, Their frontier chvrches and nreachers were
=
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intensely individuaglistic with their mem“-ere, and they exerclzed
rigid disciplinary overeight over them,

Baeptist churches watched over the cnnduct cof thelr -membere and helAd
reguzar church meetings tc hear chargee of immoral conduct, requiebing
repentance of sinners, Methodlet camp meetinge gave class tickets te threse
in good moral standing. Presvwyterians set up the institution of "fencing
the tanleg! dis-arring from church servicee those mer-ers who violated
the Ten Commandments, and giving "tekene! allrwing attendance at services
to those who maintalned high standaerds of life azné conduct,

Under the anfluence of Jorn'Vlesley's teaching on the impordance
of "social holinsse," there developed "The Doctrine of Disinterésted
Senevelence" and vast programs of soclal reform were pioneerei as
voluntary exnrsssions of the churches, Organized benevolence vere
crsated for the voor and Asuntrndden, anti-slavery ~r-unsg, temperance
socities, ald tr veuth, aréd the mili‘ary. (There revivallstte ef’nrts
lald ths foundetion for the soclal gos»el movement thet 1liverdk churches

were to adopt in the 20th century,)
It is clear that the early Baptiste and Methndiete relied cn their

own internal church resources for hringing a%nvt 2z deepened spirituval

1i1f2 znd for =zeet:n

o

the moral and human neede of their communicants,
It 18 difficult to »elieve that they would have counteranced the ef<ntts
of their szirltual dedcendants, "the electronic oreachers" and their
politicd gllies, in resorting to means of dominatirg the gnvernment and

the political machinery for effecting spritual andx mnral change.





