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.. ' . , The storebell jangled ror a moment, then- stopped as ' the heaV7.,eoll-- -

'\ ',!.« 'P~ing~,~~ped the~oorihut. I stra1'shtened-'up -~O;"~;;;'~d ~~~~~a.~ 
.',' .. ,"".,.,." ,'. . . .' . .. ;.. . :: . .;...:· .r •. ~_ ... ,, : " ~ '. :... :-::-, ~ ,: .. :' 

.. ,,~ . ~howcase ' and looked il t ·him. He .••• ta 11;. lean and .... apped ~a .BOggy . 
. . ' . . ... . . "', '" .. ' . . .... - : ,.~ .. -;; . . ~ .: ~ :~ ..... ~: .. 

'-

~":~ .. :'.' bla'ck ~i GJ.s;OI j . ; tIL 212 'He stood J ."t".. ~ . 1. : . " ,"; j . :"'8" .:.-.:' 
f~' ~:> .. " -. . ti~rore tl;1e ' ~:~osene d . ~ ~ .... ~~, ~~·~::?:~~::>;i: )::~.7··:";.·~··~~:-~: . 
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.' :.'::" 
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, ~ . . • -. ' 1: 
. . ' . _ '.r ... ; ... _ ... -.' _ • . ..-:: • '. ~ "-,'-.';' .' 

"H'iya," SliJi ••. :- .BoT, it's really pouring out ' there~ aili't 'H?" .: :':'. 
• • . ... : . .. :.:.::0;: •• . _ .: _ . •.. . ;:'.-..... "':~ .. : 

Slim mook ,his head .nd let the 'raindrops pour ·off : the dr.1%; 9.r · : '.' 

; ... 

... . '." -, - . . - . ~.: ' . . ' . . ..... ~-:-...... . 
hiaturnedup hat brim'- He looked over his moulder ' ~ow.rds t he rains,t1"ipec 

Window and grunted: '"Chr1st, Able, that'8ha·:·i .. uimav~b~~~ ~·~u~ ~~~ :::;'I<' ~ .1 ,.' 
, ~. . 

Able... '. ~ A4" ·. - '~:.':: ';\:; . 
i smiled. ' Slim's be;n calling my Dad and ;",- :;,..l....:;~ther~ and ~~~-ter 

.nM188~ Able" ever 81n~~ ' I ' c&n ·remember '. He rubbed his wet ,i" ~ 'd ' . 
. . 

. 'hands together, tllen shoo,, · like a drenChed pu.ppy.- .-- , ' 

I turned ;w back to him to place the last carton .or Luckies on 
w.~ ... 

the shelr. As I turned around again ra;1ng- the mowc8~e, Slim ' shambled . ~ .... . . .. . . '. 

'over and leaned half'way acr088 the glasstop or the , C88~:r 
~ ~. 

q 

. Prom hi~>~athe:7 d.eePl~lin8d _race, 

·,.exhaled, stroking my race ; I moved back to 

. . : ' 

., 
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UWhat can I do for you, Sl1m?" 

311m shuddered and caused the showcsse :bo rock und'er his ~1,-'I!6J51=-1i3if 

body. He raised his , right arm and wiped the water rrom his .... stubble~ 

beard. 
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"Shunnavabitch, ·1t'a . . reellY: l;;kl~ out lere ••• ". I leaned back 
~=-"'tiii.a~-1 :Ii = .... ..f'!U6 ,, __ -. , •. __ .. >w<fl-) 

on the cash register and wecne £E.~ 5 ppj' j • ilh6 
. '. • 50 1.& 

was avoiding my question :;.st 88 he did xai kWlar 88:9 c ti UI before 

when he ~rlmed h~~~.~~ ~o . as.k f.or a banCl'out' .~r · smokes. . . _ . r ' ~: ' .... .. .:;:- . 

UWhaddyawant, " S11"m?" ~ 
• 

w..". ' ~'/~4 0. 
j ' ..• '. !! :1e.:::..... . - " 0 ' -~ ~ . • , 

He tWisted his head toward the doorway that led into our living ' 

room. IIAbie", my father, or I1II1~SSUS ~'A~l~!; we';e~' 1 t ' ' 1n S·lght. ~the . 
" ::" ' • • ...:.~ - - .; ... ,' # • • • ; • •••• , ... . .... . / 

could ask me tor a dime, or smokes, or 8 peir of cheap co~ton socks - ; 
.. ~ l.:., " , ' .. - J • 

without feer 'o"f -the' 'oid man or the old laay cursing him and screechlJ;l8 

"getta hell outts here, you drunken, . goodt.:ern1f~~;n b~u. . ' .,' . ' 

. " .' . . n ... n f.;, fw • .,.("~ .. ~ ) .. ' 
~ "pi o8",i~ ,'. J ." 

nSa1-, Able," S11m wArmed liP, p~ hlsj palm 1n :front of my 

chest. "Loo!" Abl~'~b~ ~ good guy ••• an' ••. ". ~burped, then Wheezed a 
~ . .~ ~ 

loose, phlegm-laden ~ough. "Shunnavab1tch.- 1t·sh"~ol(f'oute·re". He 918 rted 

again: 
__ ;..~ " .. ·f· ... ," 

"How 8bo~t .. a PB.C~~ts88 . smOkes •• ~ .Itll ¥Byt you' back when I get , 

my check ••• ". ·n J,_ ..•.. ' . .L. .' . ,. ~· c·~ WM ::-a,..~ 'c"t~ )( ,........... r""" .~. 
. Step131J I ati' ~. "Sorry, S11m, can't help you •. I gave you 8 pack 

. ' . . .s <1"'-"1 (Yo.<, 
last week "and my ole man rei,sed hQly hell .•• W*r c~n't help you •. It . . • . • ,.' 

"A\'IWW, Able ,~ot.-t~l~k~ ~ a :.~its.;~~ .. ;;t:~:; "ShOOk as he coughed 

a gain. A thick wad of green_ ju' y ph l egm oozed out on his lower _ 

" £72 lip. He ximx~ felt for his back pocket, brought out a soakened 

red handker~chief, and clumsily wiped the clot from his mouth. ' 

A stifling sease of revulsion filled me, and my face drew up in 

dis gus t. "Look, Able, -. don I t be like your ole man ••• ". He rubbed his 
.. --

b1earied eyes with the gran'ite knuck1af'of hi. left hand. "Crisht. I 

need ose goddem smokes .for our Mul11ean steVi ••• come1on, be a right 

" guy •••• 

Mu111;:an Stew? '!1hatinthehe11 is a Mulligan Stew? In all tb;.year. 
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I worked in 't!If Dad's store, "-9')' l en Slim, an' Curly, and ChunkJ, 
heard"J 

and Eumpback, I never/them ~aakxat talk about Mulligan stew. 

II'Nha t f s this !!ulllgan Stew, S11m?" I asked. 

"The tahs .... the tahs ••• n, MXKRUU::ka.ri. his ~ "suddenly p8rted;. ~b!'llll!lllIllG::' 
b1s 'ih e1~!1 j tn th, his nostrils quivered, he caught ' his bre4:bh, then 

sighed with relief after' the aborted sneeze. He ' continuedf "Thatsha 

ahtew •.• Ys know, we're hevin' 8 blowout --- 90mB of the boyz got let 

outta the kl1nk~ 6we t re havln' a 

I bent toward the showcase and 

"Mulligan Stew~ 
1'-<- 16<" It 1"""s.f~ 

r ....... ~ZWher·e, · S11m, where are' you havin' this stew?" . -I.~ L"~' I -:-,..:...-;: ~, ""'-#-~,~" 
'. . "Under Hanover Street Bridge ••• but shsy, pal.: .how 'bout those 

. "{ , 
• 

"Can I come down and watch you ••• 1" I asked as.gerIy, pushing sUde .. .' . . . , . 
with my elbows the Cigar boxes on the t .op of the ~~~,see s ;U~ tkB;r; 18 , , 

iiilHUilUlilfil~ i I!J • ' ': .. , " " ... : ,' : : - ' ~ '. . ~ .. . ~, ....... 
U'Nhat about JJhose shmokes, Abie?". Slim was soberly shrewd, and I 

. wa s lost, ~n eagerness over this .blz~rre, exotic expr.ession. 

flRere, herets a pack of Luckies ••• where are you hsvlnl it ••• under - -.... "\ . 

the f~~t . pa~s?1t 

,,~~ •• : under the first pass ••• how tbout makin l these Chesters?" I 

e?,ch.anged the pa ~kages. 

"You goin t do\m there now?" 

Bl~ wa~ery ~':yes blinked an d he wore a blank expression on his 

pointed fa ce. "Yeh ••• I 1m gain down I er e now ••. the boyz ••• " he burped 

again ... "shunnllvabitch, itsh cold ... yah, the boyz are waitin' for the 

shmokes •.• tt . He lifted his arms off the showcase top ', leaving little 

puddles of water on tr:e glass. Folding his coatlapels together close 
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under his throat, feeling his left pocket ' to make sure the smokes 

were there, he waddled over to the door, and waved sO-,long. 

"ThsJ"I.ksh for the shmokes, Able boy •.• you'r~ B r~~ght guy •.•• Shea 

you later •.•• !!. 

, The bell jangled, and the door shut behind S11m who 'stepped out 
... 1... 

into the sweeping rain. 

~,~lhen I reached the bo:ttom of the grassy embankment, I paused to 

kick the clotted mud o;f,.~e bottom of my shoes., Jesus, what a miserable 
L..~~<- .f.l.<"", .a,~" "b ,,~~ ~ 6f~. . . 

day.)l~o .. cadet j"bili Wag AlIbIj wben I told MlP I lidS go! 6 out,' '.". ( 

I pulled myxsiK r.inhat further down so that the brim would keep 

the ra in from smearing my g18sse~. As I plopped through the mud path 

leading up to the JllId::azpass under Hanover Street Bridge, I hear.d ~gU. 
call: 'IHlya, Abie ••• ralnln' like all hell. Qutere, ain't it'?" 

• .co 
~l was Rags Kelly.'il9 33 S. "Yeh, ~s, it's a real bitcheroo" 

I answered. 

Bundled up in a black mackinaw, Regs 
j"...,J .. ~ 

stood~-the middle of the ~ 

... underpass, hovering over 8 big, rusted lard can which sat propped up 

on two uneven rO\fS of bricks. A fire raged underneath, and the flames 

shot ol.:tb wildly on one Side, driven by a moaning wind • 

. , -----
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. "Whatt1l1 do1n l , 'fu,gs?" My voice rumbled in the· vast 'emptiness '.','''' 

of the cavern. ';- ,. .... .::-' ... " 
_ ... 0 _ " • • 

, , . " ' 
.. .: "0 ",'. 

...... '-. '::-':"' ~~~\'~~'~. ~, .~ :- ~';~_l' .;~ . . ,,:!; ~ , .. } _~ ':"-.; 

"Boilin l this here water ••• dammit, 11m .doinl all the woik ••• lookat 
:~ , :,-~,':..., .,":i:."- _' :'" .. , .... . :.: ;.'~:: :... !.:.; ~~ . :':"".~ :::,::; _ ;.::-!' '.::.ei.;'> ...... ~,..., ' _ ~.::~~:>::. . . 

ose lazy bastids over dere ••• ". Hia wr.1nkled .• ,~ndch19e:led . face screwed 

up in bitternes., then h,, · .. turned hts ' head 'aside" grunting curses~.··:BIGbs 
...-.-- ~""-

or .team: .... ilot .. upin sha'rts 'wrapping carounin~iS;. b;;ny mask. ·like a ·.·.wet .. ...... --- ~..... . ., 

towel. "'Rags, 'Who looked like il 'sack :ot potatoes. topped ;,lth 8 ""p '.'·CC"'i 

:::,~:'~ :)r~.'! ... 0 • • ' '., ". ". ' ;..'~' ' . ' ' •• ~';"·,·r~o: .•.. . : .::'. ;: ' ": "' ~~;:' 
battered ·cap. was perturlied, 'and hh "bildy laid 1t;-"his tace saldit, "c,' 

. .: ~: :; .. ~ .~.-.;-::-~., ·.~:~·:': ·" - ',-· .f. £.£:'?:.~~!.: ~.£:;j: .,' 
alii. -I knew ' 1 t all ':tlie·mor·e~ ~eC1jjl.e . .;.h~ ·-:a_!, ·!'l!L.~ugJiing treelyJDlli .i,r. ,.". 

iirriging "~: "1Iy .';'. #>J1r1ah ROie"a~ ,,~ '~1dliim~~t ~~alW8~S . ',,9 ';'~;;"~;;13" 
;;:;,--"1.:: ~.lr.r<7~1 c.:":'l~G ·ec i::"::. !.;;.?to::',i' j'~ ''' ~ ~~l~- t7'e t~.Jt';.l.a· &et'.~ €'!i:':: '~~.t.ri· "~;;:~'~-

I moved back against the loot-scarred wall to watch the jumble 
~4;~o£:::;l ,~.::-".:, =.'--.:t'.: "'.:: ... ---::.:.'.':' ::~.:..~ __ .... ~ : ,.'- ~. ~;..~~c ~ .. 2.i? '.l~·.t;.3,,; ;.",.: .. ,~·:'t"":.';: ':::._;{U.-:;I ;j:;·:~:. , 

or men bunched opyglte me on the damp ground ' with thelr backs propped 
I ;".·.·,~.· •. ~::!· f:j.i.~ ~ ~-, '.'i!!~ .' _, ;.,:~ :~ _~ :::!.::.::;; ;.:: ~,,: -::-J. " c;;; 'f~:':" _ ,....o~;!!" .. l :!1'"" ~m""Joi?"':;-""~u-:!i~,~.: . . ~.~ . 

. up against , tl':le conc~ete __ all! Rag8 ·.gla~ced at· them for a moment, then 
.!.I.: ~ ~; .. ;,':. ..... ~ ~.;!l ~ :::: , ... -:'3 • ..'_:. '';:::::' .1: .:. . .:....i.. h?;i:: '. _ =-. ~:. ':':::";-:;'c ~;~ i ___ 'f! 8 .bn s :-:. :l.;~..: '.: .';.''-~'!;' ''i_",;~ t~~:":. 

stared Et out and through the alateaheeta ot rain dropping abruptly 
.... i-' :.~ :;::~ .:;. ,i,:,;. !-__ : .. L: ;""i -·;d·~ · ~:;':7' J ~;;,,:;..:··~ :; ... ~J._~\·;':'~.'l:ii i,-r!····'t;a ~:::r~ ~ .. 

11ke an encloalng curtaln. He shuddered coldly;' and nipped his hands 

together··'88veral times . ·" ~G1t up,>you' :lasy' baat1d,; :·~.1 sin I t . gOIlJ:l!l ' !l,o 

all 'this trigg1nl ,"olk by meselt ••• gi.t otrer'· yow.: .: rar:mi~s ..... . ~ .~ . '. '" :~, .. :- . 
' .. " 

:'. ;.,." '.' '" 
The command e"l"oked no response. 
::~ ... :.:,,' .. ' .. .,:.;, ~.. .,~ . ".... . 

.. : ";" • < , .... 

• : . .= 3 .. '.; . '" .. -'," 

'.- .' ' 

:: -:,'.>::.:. 
.... 

," ...... '" ... 

." . .' : 
. :.:. .,. :"~. -'. ' .. ' , . ... ~ ..... 

. " " ~"':' 

.~, ...... ' _.' ' .. ~ :.: ~'.'- '. 
' 0' , .... ;; • .• , r.:; ~ ., ;·u " '.:., 
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bottom of the white jar, as Humpback carefully hended it over to 

Curiiy. Holding the ear o~ jug between his thumb and ~ore~inger, Curley 

began pouring the contents of the poison-marked bottle into the short 

~atnecked "hite jug. His le~t hand shook ~rantically, and the first 

.flow spread Bcross "the S·:!4· J" ·~f th~ vlneg~ A. "You clumsy' bastld~ 
Humpback whined acidly. "Who's a clumsy bastid? --- I'll kick you in 

YOUl' ~'~"ee~h": -A tinge of Pi~ shot into Cpley;S bluish cheeks 
. RJ"4w-:1 ~ 4. ~t /Lt-M "-'':I f'.t- ~I' !. t~'-'\.. ~_ 

as he started to ~~e batie, tisb::esF h1 tIo.alI, end FpeFsr? riCl 
J., 1>1;,<,' ... .f-. .... ~ Il-~U. 

a tiel.li. ~" 
"Cut dat out •. _you're holdin l up the wo1ks •.. n Rags, the 

unchalleneged Irish master called from his altar in the middle of the 
. .~ .. - . .. 

wln?blown underpass. 

Both Curley and Humpback grumbled at each other as the former 
-- belll'n - --

again/pouring the denatured alcohol into the water jug. Despite the 
a quantity, - -

_uneven pouring~f the liquid ~inally wenaed its way into the wide jar 

and within a moment a formidable hiss shot out o~ the jug and a thick 

cumulous smoke spiraled dervishly, filling the entire flask. Hear1nS 

the familiar hi.s, Chunky, the clumsy hulk1ng ra1lroader who was 

sprawled out next to Slim, turned on his side, and boomed: "rZZ9..t 

sbmoke ready ... Pass. it down •.. ". 

"Godshall ... we ain't had our swig yet ... " Eumppack shot 

bac~""IC==='_ftlJ~. Chunky flopped back on his spine and shooed away 
bla ck and w~1t:d 

Spotty, his dripp1ng(~ mongre, 0 was nudging the package - ly1ng 

at his master's outstretched feet. "Leavat alone, Spots, at's for the 

shtew ... ". 

Curley cocked his heed back and slanted the smoke-filled 

flask toward his mo~th. Hucpback eyed suspiciously thw water-level in 

the bottle. "Hey, at's all, Curley •.. let's have it ••. ". Without moving 

the jug from his lips, Curley jabbed Humpback in th e c!!est, and continue 
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to suck on the bottle~ A trolleycar thundered across the bridge, 

jarring the girders and drowning out Humpback's protests. 

Curley's face broke into 8 

lips, and passed the smoke-filled 

wide sheepish grin, he 
bas.kJ . 

jug to HUm~. Adjusting 

smacked his 

his hump 

~gainst _tb~. w~l;I., Humpq.8Ck wlpe.d his mou.th with his coarse coveral1ed 

arm, thrust the bottle.neck _bewteen h1s lips-, and took a deep full 

swig. When 1le.-f1nishe~ he passed _ tlee .fl,ask. onto the eager ... 01*"'S"l"1il!!g~ 

hands stretched out beside him. 1 . :' ". . .-,: ',' 

,.: ,; . • r-. ' .• /. 1: .-I ,:,o>;r; :.* . . :: ' 
Looki:ng' --int6 the 'steamy, bub1::ling lard can, Rags shouted in 

his ' amalia' harsh vOl'ce': "O.K., 'You ~~~s~:··~·~~el ~ter·fs : ~e'~~;~:-~ ' .glmme 
• .. - .-.- ."<_ . _ ':~~.~: .• ;-. 0.;: (:~ '; :"':.! . :"r ... ~ · : _~: w. "': .:: .;. . :. , . . . . " it '·'~ h - ' .. 

your stuff... • S11 Kirby, mad ,"± 19ltb lean and d.rawn.faced, s.crambled 

to his feet, handed the flask to SliM, then staggered over to the 
.. " . ... ", r f ··· • - : 

~PMEl.'" d.-ented lard cali. He --fished -iirowd --in-' th~ bottom of his khaki 
. ' .'. ::' ._.. '''' ". _ .: ',. : i · 

coa t p~'ckets~ ' arid pulled out two newspaper-wrapped packages. "Here t s 
_ .. .. . . .. -. . .. .. . . : ~. ,~;. : :::~; ~ ,; .::.3 ,): .. ::; .> .... . . #;. 

the ' ~elts, Rags". - - " . . 
:-:. . '." , .:," :. :. -:. - - - -

'Rags "tore ' off ' the paper which clung wetly to the two big 
. .. , - -.--.l-'::>-;~';"~'7'-' •. '- ~ .... -:' ...... - .. .' ' ..... " . 

. .. :~ Q\.: .:...:: '! ~; >:.: -. • . '--' . .. .. - ' 
I moved closer to see that they were the thick masses of' 

COW8,.!./ . .. . 
<JliBOmmary gts'nds which" the 'slaughter house aeross the street from 

my Dad's store sold for crab-bait. 
-- : : :' . 

"Chrlsht, ley look good •.• who gave you dese melts?n Rags 

asked. 3il flicked back several 'staands of his greying watersoaked 

he 1r. "My cousin handed em to me outts the ba ck door". Sill s cousin 

is 8 butcher who deals in my father's store. 

Rags dumped both 
brewed..!

bubbl1n water which~:fii.~ 

lobes of bloodstained meat into the 
hisse!!/ 

and; '."""" againat the galvatzed walls 

of the can. "Hey, gimme the resht of at stuff''' Rags turned toward 

the others who were slUFped against the underpass wall. Curley 
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scurried to his feet, and ~ all the ot~.ers follcwed, ell except 

J'oamey Locker, Mike, and John Thomas who ,were 'sitting at the lett 

end of the wall and were preoccu~led w~~ the , mixing of another 

jar of smoke. 
• 

. . . , . 
.. " " .." .... 

.. ' . ~ ,.;."! -: ~; i : , .. ,.-
Chunky leaned over to wra~bls · thlck arm around Rag's shoulder ; 

leafy black- .. , 
then handed him a t-Y!KXypxt-sta1ned .head of ~abpage Which, he expla : 

,"'_ .,: ~_ .. ~ .r..::.::-:~.: •• : : : .J.:.. ... , .. ; .. . ;, _ ... -. • " ... '. ~i.;. ··. ._ 
the "dago" down at the market wouldn't glve hl'll • . soheplcked-it up 

, , ";' ...... . - .. :.:h ~ ... ·- -,1 : . ... .::.'- . ~ -:- .• : .~..: .. ' - ,' -':"'::" 
out of the- gutter. Rags looked at lt sullenly, ·,,-hook off some 'of the 

;' . '.' " "', ~_~ ':, ';: - ,,:; ... ;:. t: ,~~~ . ... :.!I_~.:.- ';' .' - - " . 

gutter water which still rolled between ... ~he . . l,e.aves, '.then t 'oise'd :1"t" 
... ' """ , '_ .~ -:; ', .';' ·.i_··:':~ ::-< "-<':- ' ... .... ~ ,. 

int o the ·slrinnerl~~~.: .. ~':u~t}~~:~ r~~tf!e!: .!~l~!:, c.in; .. "..: :Re.gs · or&ereci t~e' 

others "ho' e';cl;cled- 'th~ pcan and upon whom the blazing fire cast 
. '. • . ., .• , ' ., .p . "' !i'~ ~~' .... 

. . . ~ . -"!'O " '-:l "'";he fi ".J . .. .. · J.,: ... • • 
a rosy glint .' - .. : ..... ~ ';:':..;-= :";"'r!~t'-c. .,. - -e' 

".. ,.' ~:- ' . . ' .. ,. -. , ,.,.. ~ ~ ~ ..• ,c:,' r ' :", ::: .:' ':;;;1"'(. ':''''; 

Hands begalJ. moving . into pocke'ts /1rsnts ' poQkets, coat poc~et.s, 
' .. ~ .. . . . _" ,1 ... c : .:- ... ~ ~ .:.: -. ... ~. : .. :l. ~'~- .'..: ' ':' ' 

chest pockets. Llke 8 stream cif pennle's . the t fell 1nto a dish .8 t . _ 
-.; . ' f"'. ~ -,;; ; ·. ~: · . : ~ :'1 7!' t,.7, :;,;.:. .,:,,,:,\.:.!:~ ~. , . 

the c8rn1val~, fruits arid veg'stables and 's11ces of mBlt and c!leese 
. - ~. . ........... ':-;~~-l:"';" • • 'l";' t: :.!. •• ! ':-" ~: ' •. . ,.~, ...... . ' 

and bread •• ssm . fell '1n a torrent ' into the lard can. Slim heaved 
... '... " , . . ' .... ,~ .,i , :- ~' ;I "I : :! : " ., : . :, ': . 

t.n a han~f~l" ~f ~otten apple, 'Mfc;h 9 pees1RlfkuclLBtiOP. gaet 1?:h&~ ", 
.~. - _ :~ ' . • •• -.1 •• * .' I, ' 

Curley ~. r!3w in . a chun.kX of liverwurst and Swiss chees~ "hiah he 
:.J 

be con, 

"Ii' 1M: I:drz' 9 allee Humpback threw in 8 square of moldy 
. - blg 
then/John Thomas hobbled 

~1 c leed 

over and sprinkled in :7" - ~', ;;' "'. '.- .. . . '. a box :o'f 

salt, a paper ' ~upfui "Of pepper, whl1e R~gs . .uncorked a quart ' bottle 
" .. ,..... .... 

of Vinega r" end spilt its contenis into ~he .r .agit:l£ brew • 

. ; , .. 
A ~~erp ran9id odor . that · smelled of vln~g~r and meat and 

cabbage sailed up _ through the huddled group who" were steam1ng 1n , . . 
the clou~s of smo~~ from the lard can' .. HumPb~'~k' g~~t~~, ' and . Rag's 

mouth we B tWisted \vith a smile .... lifl8b lcpla6ca his harsh gr 'mpae. 
l~. . .. .. " .: .; . ~ . 

Spotty stuck .his head. 1n between ChunkY's legs and sniffed at the 
" ... . ' ., " f ,: .• '. " ~ :~.'i :,. , 

julce that ~r~ckled along thebottom· rldge ·of the can. Chunky squeezed 
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his legs over Spot t y's neck, holding him vise-like near the fire. 
,/ 

"Here, warm out your snoot, Spots ole gal ••• " .and he., laughed grutlfly • 
. ' . . ~ - . ' . . 

Humptack leaned OVer the lard can. to watch spots jerk before the . _. - .. ,' , - - - . . " .:..v..,A....!&.: .. 
laughed , lI ; , ] 'as spots yelped and jerked herseHIoose . .~~. ' .. . , . . , ' .. - ' 

fire. He 

to rub her nose in the stream of water that trickled past my Jeg. 
• • •• - - , - . 1 '.!;. '- _ •• . ~ • ..:.' • • 0_ ) • 

There was a moment of ';11ericJ ;" d.iil ',i,a'griir1ed iind -grotesque 
. ~. : .," '" ~: ~ -::: ~'~'., :.~_ ~lot .~,,> ._ r 

1n the .Il&D.ZR underpass. while the rugged Uneven II&mI ~of men , ! 

" ~ugge~ater ' of" the: ~8n'. ; S~dd~nh" the '~itt7'7 ~ . ~ ; vol~';;' :~-
• -... ~: .,.- . . :-' "- .: '.: -, " '" . ;_. _~ :., - . .... : . • ~ I..i. .... .. '""j .. .. . 0 ... _.. . . . _ . r' 

',-

, ' 

~f Rags boomed to the girders high overhead, "Ho, fat-aase. judge ' 
" . (.: - - , :.;' . ' -, .... . . ' ;;;r ~''': . " 1 :a,:~ :.i'":-~ ;.- :':;"'" ""1'-' rl -·~ _ '_ .' 

ia gonna keep us in the klink tor long ••• we'll show' dose ' bastida •• :W 
... ~ ..i.;ho..s'p.. S:,....,ol4ehou,,1f 7.· ·"' -,· ~A._~ :~.~ .~ :~: tl "; e, -: ~ '1.."' . .::: ~ a.:J:f!' e 

A charge of defionce raced through the wobbly forms in faded 

denim and mudd:: khak:,~nd cu:,~~y ahuttled bock from the lardcan, \ ; 

atiffly bent over; - picked up an ' empty tomsto can by its ragged top; 
. ; .' ' . ' . ' • • ~' I . " . ~ ' •• - !", :. -. : -r. · :! .~· . :) 

and waving it over his head, shouted bitterly to all Br9und him, to , }'" 

the Whole world: "We til ShC;>W . 10u:( bas~~s ••. !,~~ ... ·! .. e, AmU!~5~~~ f!-t:~~~s ... 
"we'll show you ••• " , and he -heaved. the . can .~~~o~~ . r~~. ~ep.g~_~_:-.0f .~~~ . 

underpass, and it fell on the other aide wit» a, du~l .clank a,n4 .. rolled 

down a mudbank. 1 

The smoke in 'their stomachs ;;ctiv~ted-bi:11"'e ar"s;' 'cloud. 

t'rom the stew-un which Bssau:lted theU: no~t;11~' ~~eui~d 'io begin _. 

taking effec t. _From where I W88 standlng;, . I c'o~id' aee their ' ~'yes 
~ ' ""'~ : • , •• ," ~ ~ A ~. ,_ : "_. • ; • 

glistening t' 'r tears, their foreheads beaded 'with' sweat. Chunky's 
. - .... . - - . . i-' " . 

defience, first made obvious by his gnawing at hi. 'fat lower lip and 
. " ," , .. 

the tightening or hia grimy face, suddenly '@live 'way to a grim morbidit; 
. -! . . . ' . .. . 

He stared ot the ground and stiffly booted at a rock. BUt acroas from 

him, Humpback, grimscing and scowling, thrust hia clenched rist derian' 

at the can, and grumbled acidly:"Dirty bost4ds ••• three weeks inns 



-10 

kllnk ••• dirty bastids ••• I" 
, , .... : .. _~.~ ,,,,. ,1_., ', . " . U ' ,~- .. •.. , .: 

~-.•. , . . ,. . .. ~ ·Y.:;J ..... -.•. ~~ .. _._ . . ;.:: . .. .. "J" . ; ,' " • •• .;~ .",:~ 

MeanWhile, Rags had tipsily sauntered acroa. the rocky garbage
,,,: '~l ~ . ',,: .:) ~~; ~ _ .\" ",;:;:' :~-?~ ~>", ~~ .: '~" :':~ : ' :"~:':: :' f: ':; . : ·~¥~ ·_'.; .. ~~~~ ,,~;'::." , .: . . ". 

strewn ground to the knot of men stiJ,l agipst . the end ot the .wa11, snd 
:'."-,'",:r.c :, .-: . C:;)GL'S : :~. '::;": '':;- ' ''~ :;. :' ('". :~;'] " .: .• ';: .L~~::"2.;~; !;' ·:"r :!~ . • . ~j .!:.,; .•. •• • :" 

then brought back to /stew-.can a jug ot smoke. He weaved .back and forth 
~-' . : :::, ~:':e :":"~~::"li:-;.,; -:-_:~· ·:; >.1 :,' .':" ;-1':' , Co" " .. ·.1 !":-C,E :~,.~: :"' :l. '...:.Z' '.:~;;' ~ •• F,. 

tor a moment, then shutting his eyes, rsised the . jug to his .motitp.,. ~nd 
~;"' ;" :'c" ::' ;:! ::" .:;~::"'i::.;; t ... ,: '7;" ;:;" _ _ : -; .;.:";. :::':·;~~t.d C~ ~;i~ ',".:".-::. ' ~!::'" ;~::'. ->..: .i.;.. .• ;.y~ 

drained lustily. He ~ wiped his lips w1th h1s scabby palm, passed 
::;::: t;:'\i' :":C~E:~-;;" ,;: .~~. f-" .;:·,r ·.:. , :j:.: :j:;:\: -!\ ·.'·:~ .!.';.J·;:: ZJa.;::;.:.....~ ~~~~ :., -~ ;:""'f:" 

the bottle to S11m Who stared morosely 1nto the steamy. cauldron,,' and .. ' 
·;;:':::::' l~ .~.f'rL:-~:. r ~.l:. '~ , ,: ~;.~;-~ ~i,:~;'::C.i';:·f, ·~:S!. (),:<)':'h';U,: -~;.S.:.:: -;..~.! ,:..~ "' ~.L,e. · ... -"L'_.:e , ~:u .... .')~' 

unexpectedly, without warning and completely shattering the moribund . 
. !..: • .: t -;; ~ __ ':'lc ~£:":'.::.:.: _ ::.;.~ : }I·-,~ ( ~t:;!''::: 1 .!!.::..'· .. uj:,.. .. :-e : .~: "!:.",1::_::.:...:- ~.J:"'-;' ''''-

mood he hims1et had created, began hopping/and down to the r"thym ot 
:: .~-: ~;.~.t~st: o:J.t. 8 -~·~:. :::s t r.L :·!~ ;JS!:;C' .l. r-~_ ;''';:':1,. 

an Irish j1g. His. stodgy body jogged down and up, up and down, his 

bands flailed' at tu:s ' sides; and 'from' M :s gHinyiace~'th;;re- ciim"e" ii. ;ng 

, .)Then abruptly he·;harked, ···Cbmecoii, ' jOu·'Suyli; whatillhe1i ' li:1nds ' 

shelebra~lon lzz1s?!.;·come on, ' llddle 'o'le -Irian tooiie. /.n~ Rags ;-""wlth 
~ . , " . . , ;; -, :...l ~ " " ' · ·': "· - - "·:· · " ·' : " 

a sudden . spurt· o:r .. energy; ·.hopped away trom the · can, and · \t.opped ' rlght 'back 

with a broken broomstick in his haiid • . St111 .stng1rig j 10Ud and II britt~~ 

stll1 jumping up 'and down wi~h amazing ease, he .""-Vl't ~roke . intQ .his 
.:: . . '" ~~; :.::.:.;;;:,: ;:- :' . . . i . . : ~ .~. , .. ':" .: ' . ': ~'':' ".:' '',",_ 'W: :~ .... , . '.,. :~ . : . . , . 

tune, ·Come on, levah, j1g ••• get the lead outta your tannies ••• 1et'sh 
: :') •. : ',~ ' -;, '5: :JP·.~ ~.~ . .. ' .. ~': '" : ':;:-;,: ... : : .. ' ,'.: ~ ... ,' '-":;':, :' . . : -:.J .' ) :. - . '~ ., , ••• • : '-

jig her up ••• ", and then pumped the broomstick before h1m 1n cl,r.um major 
.i:::: ; ~_oJr-. :::;.;..;. , -:: ':. " ' :' ~' . • > ""'~ '; '. '.~:":" :;' .~ . '!:.~::' .;') .. :~il ;-,_ ,,!:",~ .... · ~ - :, . ' : . . , 

faShion. Sk1pping on the tire-baked ground W.fB. _around the can, he began 
" ",j ... - •• ; !.: , .. :. ' . ... .-.:-:~~ • "~ --';' 

to dance wildly frenetically. One by one, Chunky, Sl1m, Hump, Curley fell 

in llne·r~'~~~~d '\~~" ~';"~jor whose ca~bobbed up and down on his head, 

and they danced a weird' msdd'ening ·variat10'; "ot· ·the· .fig 'ar'omiCi the. 

can •.• . ::,.: 

. '1"1 ,' .•... r'MY wild Ir1sh rose 
lI ...... v~'\.-
. Shets the shweetesh 

. ~. 

flower 'at' 2row8zz~ •. -J ~~ .. : 
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Around and around, in ever 'wideritng Oi;o';l';:-, °tiiei jiggle'd 

, up and down, laughing wheeiinl!, tb..,. 'we~ved, ' they- wobbled-, they 

bounced. Coar"se brittle ws'1rd "M,.:-wfld -Irish: rc)"s:e.'".she·'s".\'." ..• 

from the ' hobbling ' circle of men, _ aBi now from the ' laUghing clot 
. '':'. ~'._ .~ •. : ,:: .' ;.; ' ~' ': ' . ~ " ."'.: , .L : '..t :: l.:":; .. :.:',.:<l I;:l. ; . ':' ~-: , :- : . .:.! ,: . ...:, ' . 1 ' 

s_praw:led, agalnst.. _the, ,wan, too drugged to "jig". The cacophany, ' 
, .. r, " " .• ,_ , .. 

d the frightful discord, at once warmtng,DJix%lDm at once .... ,. 

,. 

terrifying, tilled the underpass, bounced against the concrete walls 

hi t metallic ag2inst the girders, _.k rang against the ceiling, 

and burst out against the swishing rain. 

Three, four times they gyrated about ~e red-hot bubbling 

can, shouting above the frenzied barks of the black-and-white 

mongrel who pranced with the dancing men. Suddenly Rags grew 

,hoarse, hi. eyes rolled big in his head, and he toppled over 

stuporous, rlat on the ground, his het driven into the rain by 

a ,swift gust of wind. Chunky atopped moving, he stood at Rag'. 

feet looking blankly at the falleo potato sack, then the top of . , 
hi. body began weaving and as Curley collided into his back, they 

both lurched and fell in opposite directions. ' 

Slim dropped the jug which he carried throughout ~e dance 

on the hard earth, and doubling up with pain, he vomited before 

him, then sank to the ground coughing and greening. On the far end 

ot the wall, Joamey and John Thoma. lay limp with the apilled over 

bottle between them. 

There were no human voices, no D human soUnds, ·.BO groans, 

Only the fierce bubbling of the can which raged furiously with 

the Mulligan Stew, and the hollow bar~ng of the mongrel which 



/~f·S~·i./>·~-~~·~ ,~-.. : .: :>;'" 

'. soUnded" distant and tar -removed. 
,~.::: .:., ':."' ~. ,:,,:: . 

. -.. , .. 
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I walked toward the rallen man who lay ran-like about 
, " , Rags: + kneeled over to touch the capless little Ir1ahman, but 

' ..... . 
" ' ,recoilad as a quid ot green al1ma 

Rats~r::; !~~!:d rats, 

~:.': '; '.-

.. ' ". 

" 

, the muddy bank toward home . 
, 

" ~ . 

; .. ' 

.~ : .~.~ . 
!";".::.::;t;-d 

:; .... "t: :~ 

'" . ";~ .-;,. . . (~ ''-': - - ';: ... '.:' 

.: ~: .. :'i1 , l' '. -. 

_.' 
... . .i . :,i, ., .. r •. 

spumed trom his parted lips. 

I muttered and ,clambered up 

.~ '. 

... '"" ... 
'. ~ -". . . 

-; .. 
" .. : 

' .. ~ ." .:!-
~ : . 

. '. ~ 
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SYNOPSIS 

I. Daily routine, setting building home, store, etc., evening on 
friendships. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

Gracie, about 45, lives in the corner house near the bucket 
factory, supervises gate entrance for trucks. 

One day she meets Howard, the new garage mechanic, at gate . He 
is nice-looking, very masculine, about 50, very ·pleasant. He 
shows kindness by carrying in her bag of groceries for her. She 
develops a "liking" for him and asks him to stay for a drink of 
soda. Howard says he has to take truck to garage, but would drop 
in after work. 

At suppertime, family sits around table eating. Argument break 
out over salt-shaker and fight between headstrong son Henry and 
father Willie is imminent (Henry tells Gracie she's a fool for 
not divorcing him), as Howard enters. Grace introduces him to 
the family. He stays for drink and then leaves. 

Some time later, Grace and Margie (blond daughter with black 
tooth from cavities) are alone in kitchen, and Margie says it 
would be swell if Howard were her father (wishes they were freed 
from Willie). Mentions Eleanor's free __ __ 
__________ . __ They would go different place like other people do . 

Howard drops· by on way to laundry" . Grace offers to do for 
Howard invites her out to his country hom,e for Sunday . 
accepts. 

him . 
She 

VI. When Wil.lie comes home from selling cartons, he goes into 
backyard and seeing men's clothes, tears down pole, breaks into 
mad rage, accuses Grace of unfaithfulness (Grace threatens to 
leave him), then goes down to cellar to chop wood in anger. 

VII. On Sunday, Grace tells Willie her sister Viola is ill; she leaves 
food for the family and leaves to meet Howard who takes her to 
country horne. 

VIII. Home description. She is very much excited by her first trip 
away from home in years. She breaks out in tears over how 
ens·laved she's been and Howard comforts her. He tells her how 
lonely he'S been and how good it is to have a fine woman like 
Grace in his home . They go to. bed · and she confesses at not 
having slept with Willie · for 10 ·year.s .. He suggests she stay with 
him. She refuses. 

IX. When returns at night, she finds Willie on the floor, the dog 
Rover licking his head, at his side are a job of aspirins. Grace 
revives him. She · hears Margie's voice outside the door. She 
looks outside the curtain and· sees Margie embracing a boy . When 
Margie comes in, Gracie asks why Margie left the old man alone. 
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She answers that her brothers went away, and ~hat she couldn't 
stay home with that crazy bastard all day. The old man, lying' 
on the sofa, accuses the 

x. Next morning doctor comes to examine Willie, says he has high 
blood pressure, suggests he go to a sanitarium for a rest. 
Willie in wild rage says. he won I t leave house for a minute -
won't let her make a whore house out of his home., They take him 
to front room upst-airs. Doctor gives him sedative. In kitchen 
discussion between doctor and family, Albert the oldest son says 
they can't afford sanitarium; he needs money for marriage. Henry 
sayshe couldn't give old man his "beer money"; Robert says they 
can't afford it on salaries they make. Margie (16 - ___ grade) 
promises she'll help take care of him at home. 

XI. At 2: 00 in the afternoon, Gracie goes out to open gate for 
Howard, tells him about Willie's getting ill. Howard says he'll 
meet her in woodshed at 3:00. They meet. Howard asks her to 
come away with him. She says she can't -- it would kill willie. 
Besides, if she left now, Henry would become a bum and Margie 
started to run around with boys. She's afraid that if left 
alone, Margie might become promiscuous. Howard says she should 
have divorced Willie. She agrees, but it's too late now and 
she'll have to wait till he dies. They fornicate a little. 

XII. In room alone, Willie imagines that neighbors across the street 
are watching him. He peers through the screen and sees them 
sitting on the steps. He screams out telling them to ·mind their 
own goddam business. He calls Gracie and Margie. He thinks 
they've left him to die, that they've gone with Howard. He does 
to the closet to get a gun. He's doing to shoot Howard as he 
passes by in his car on way home from work. 

XIII. In store, Mrs. Levin, storekeeper, tells Gracie she looks 
troubled. Gracie stells her about Willie. Says she wished she 
left him long ago -- now stuck to him. Mentions chance to break 

XIV. 

She says she can't pay storebill because of medicine bills. 
Ma.rgie is in corner of store playing with Billie. {Mrs. Levin 
asks why Margie doesn't work. Gracie says she needs her at home; 
besides; they're too many fresh boys in factories these days. 
She says she'd better go home, becau!?e Willie will be mad if 
she's away too long. 

At home, she finds her three sons. They tell her the .boiler 
exploded in the galvanize rooms, two were killed from acid. She 
says how terrible, and that this will make them lose wages. 
Henry explodes; here he damned near gets killed and she worries 
about wages. Hesays he'sglad it happened so he won't have to 
support the old man for awhile as he is been doing for the past 
nine years (24 now). He says he is going out to get drunk. 
Brothers don't try to stop him. 
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XV. Albert asks his mother to get supper ready -- he'll bring his 
girl Evelyn over to see father, Willie. 

After supper, they go up to Willie's room. ' Willie says he feels 
he's doing to die, and he's glad to see his ~lbert's girl (he's 
never like Catholics, but he thinks Eveyln will make him a good, 
loyal wife). He asks Robert to take care of his wood in the 
cellar and the cardboard cartons. 

XVI. Around midnight there's a knock on the door. O'Brien, the Irish 
cop, tells Gracie and Robert to come with him. They go to 
Hanover Street bridge where they find Henry with smokehounds and 
mulligan stew. O'Brien says they'd better take him home else the 
police would take him to jail. They take him home and cop 
leaves. 

XVII. Henry goes into a tantrum. He's gonna "get the old man." He's 
tired for supporting him all these years. He's just in 
everybody's way. Henry makes a break for the stairs leading to 
Willie's room. Margie, wakened by the rumpus, comes out into the 
hallway. She tries to keep him back. He crushes the door on her 
breast. Willie awakens in fright. He threatens t ·o shoot Henry. 
He gets dizzy, heads for the door, and falls down the steps. He 
gets a hemorrhage. Margie calls the doctor. Henry is locked in 
his room. 

XVIII. By the following morning, Willie is dead. Gracie makes 
preparations for the funeral. At the funeral, Margie faints. 
Howard rushes her to a doctor. Margie is pregnant. 

XIX. When Gracie returns f~om the funeral, she meets Howard and Margie 
at home. Margie says she was made pregnant not by Billie but by 
a carnival boy who has left with the carnival. Gracie asks 
Howard to marry him and take Margie with them to the country 
home. He says he won't and leaves. 

XX. Gracie, bitter and determined, takes the money from willie's 
bank, and gets a taxi to Howard's house. He angrily tells Howard 
he's a coward for not facing the facts. She explains Margie is 
pregnant because of him in~irectly. Their love, she says, broke 
up the house and led Margie to become promiscuous. Howard 
relents, they go to bed with him agreeing to marry Gracie and to 
bring M~rgie with them to the country home. 
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Family happy on farm (secure in food material; content in being 
producers, united in common effort). 

Come to the city (to establish "future ll for growing children, to ease 
work of farm-Ilfe, to educate children, to get them wives, to enjoy 
civilized blessings - cars, toilets, radio, gas, electricity, washing 
machines - children eager with visions of new school and gadgets. 

To survive in city, they must get jobs in factory_ When Willie worked, 
there was great hope for future {children went to school but quickly fed 
up because they were in lower classes, they 
were outdoor kids and couldn't stand indoors. 

When Willie was laid off, his value as a producer (instrument of income) 
was at an end. Family began to deride him, disrespect him; he became 
pariah. Gracie not only lost respect but affection for him -- she begins 
to look dream of man to take Willie's place -- man who is producer, who 
wins respect. 

Willie feels fa'mily ganging up on him; in defense become hitter and 
suspicious of Gracie. 

Family breakdown then proceeds: Robbie, disgusted with family hatreds 
and tyranny of dangerous job, joins army; Henry, driven by hate of old 
man, become ; Margie, raised in bitterness and conscious 
of mother's fornication, becomes whore. Albert seeks refuge in Catholic 
Church. 

with death of Willie and family disrupted, Grace looks for future with 
Howard; her loyalty (mother instinct) to family leads her to bring 
pregnant Margie with her. Howard, lonely and seeking to rebuild 
familylife, would marry her; but his fears of harlot Margie bringing a 
black shadow in his home, dissuades him. 

Margie and Gracie are left alone, wreckage of a family. All they have 
left is each other; their physical left-overs (dresses, trinkets); their 
dreams (Margie dreams of her fornicator returning with carnival; Gracie 
dreams of returning some day to farm with Robbie's support) take up like 
old days when they were happy. 

Point of the story: Family leaves inherited farm to come to city in 
search of "future" for children (job, movies, booklearning) and easy 
life (made easy by city gadgets). To achieve this future, family must 
loss independence, must become involved in factory. This involvement 
and loss of independence _breaks down 1) ties which working on farm had 
forged between husband and wife (through mutual dependence-), leaves way 
open for wife to build dream world, to seek love with another man, which 
results in demoralization of family (defeat of original purpose in 
coming to city). 

1. Early life no great romance, but they knew they could survive 
only together. Challenge of farm, of home, fear of "public opinion, 'I 
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small possibility of whoring around ..,..-" kept them together. 
knowledge of common achievement · (crops, building houses, have 
births) . 

Page 5 

; also 
animal 

In city, there is no common challenge and no independent achievement -
- there is no personal identification with machine (as ~ith animals or 
crops) there is no sense of achievement with products .--;- only results 
of labors is money (and this becomes measure of man's worth to family, 
and forces competitive wrangling among brothers. 1 Failure of Willie to 
be productive as money reduces him to paria~, reduces family respect, 
increases strife, invites Gracie's whoring. 

Motives for boys I breakdown: uniformity of jobs increase carving for 
extraordinary experience -- rivalry in output between boys --inhumanity 
of machines (143 6 of W) . 

1.) When Gracie waves first at Alexander and says we'll go back to 
country, Margie says no -- she wants to stay there where there's 
so much excitement and life and things to eat and clothes to 
wear. 

2) After Willie's death and Margie' 5 pregnancy', Gracie asks Howard 
to marry him (to take Margie with them). He refuses because 
Margie is a whore and like his previous wife, she'll bring ruin 
to him and his house. He would consider marrying her without 
Margie around. She says she can't -- Margie is last vestige of 
family. He refuses and leaves. 

3) Gracie and Margie sit in living room -- and begin dream allover 
again, Grac~e recalling farm days , what a good husband Willie 
was. 

Margie, hoping she'll hear from Jimmie, ·hoping he'll marry her, 
hoping Robbie's check will come . 

'Boredom of jobs (as opposed · to variety of farm life) 
increases lust for adventure and -excitement. 
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GRACE 

• Weak character, doesn't have courage to make changes in her 
life; she always contemplates action which ends up in talk; 
cowardice permits her to be shoved around by children, 
especially Margie. 

• She escapes to dream world to avoid routine of daily life; she 
dreams of being in love with "man", of going places, · of having 
things. 

• She is maudlin, simple, at times silly, well-meaning. 

• Fat, friendly, garrulous, "work-house" type, soap-smelling, no 
teeth. 

• She lives primarily for her family although her family has qone 
to pot (this last thread bounds her to home, mate-love, family
love gone) . 

• She is very neat, hair chestnut brown wavy in place with yellow 
celluloid combs; wipe apron pinned to ·front of her dress; big 
can, short dumpy feet. 

• Wild, high-pitched laugh -- sounds like pig squ.eal. 

• Lack of courage seen in excuses made when failing to pay bills, 
failing· to exercise any ' control over daughter. 

• Market is furthest venture from home. 

• SISTER LIVING HAPPILY IN FREE LOVE COUNSELS HER WAY OF LIFE. 

• Prepared special meals fo~ boys. 

• High pitched speech due to shouting to deaf Willie. 

WILLIE 

• About 60, indistinct speech due to sinus condition, front teeth 
missing (cavities) others blackened and ruined by candies I 
cakes, sodas. 

• Laid off job during slow period, (nine years ago), lost two 
fingers - received $25, since then makes Gibson chairs ($1.50 -
- green and white paid, bOX-car beams), sells cartons; factory 
guardian. 

• Cap, blue shirt no collars, police suspenders, heavy pants, 
heavy shoes. 



CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS/TANENBAUM MANUSCRIPT page 2 

• Wore 5 and 10 cent glasses, read newspapers and comic books. 

• Bought large jars of aspirins (one sale) with own money (lent 
money to "her" to buy soda, to pay bills) for headaches. 

• Would walk back from Pratt street, walk with Rover in large back 
yard. 

• Because of lack of job, friends, physical handicaps, felt family 
was agains,t him -- had no rapport with kids was suspicious 
and jealous of wife, would watch Gracie talk to watchman, give 
her hell. 

• Took delight in tickling castrated Rover (fought for dog's 
attention) . 

• Hearing was impaired. 

• sat out front defiantly opposing neighbors. 

• New suit at death bought from his own insurance and savings. 

HOWARD 

• About 50, slim, strong, vigorous, very active, well-liked. 

• Although fast patter, lonely (wouldn't go to beer parlors) 

• Wore army overseas cap, cigarette dangling from mouth. 

• Had big Buick (made him look like man of means). 

• Kidded around with Margie and Robbie, took them for rides in 
Buick (Robbie hunting rabbits). 

• Appealing to office women (left impression of exciting, fresh 
man), cover up of vacuum of loneliness and want of companionship 
and home-maker. 

• Sentimental, recalls wife's fornicating with others, her death 
on motorcycle. 

ALBERT: 26, oldest. 

• Looked like King George VI, lean, wide nostrils, blond, blue 
eyes, false . teeth. 

• Quiet, inqustrious, family supporter, peace-maker in squabbles, 
serious. 
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• Prophylactic in store. 

• Resigned to lot; once fed up with bossing, punched foreman. 

• Roamed around Federal Park. 

• Lack of beauty in life, found girl's church "prettyl1 even with 
hocus-pocus (submit to Catholic marriage). 

• Quick, nervous, jerky walk. 

• Short-winded, excessive smoke. 

HENRY: 24, middle son. 

• Tall, strong, walked with protruding chest (like wait-lifter 
flexing muscles) swinging arms; clenched fists, always ready to 
take a poke. 

• Early years painted on glass-dogs; technical aptitude. 

• Proficient ' on bucket handles. 

• Arrogant, 

• Despite boasting of female conquests, went with ugly, . shrunken 
girl (Nellie; pregnant). 

• Worshipped 
was strong). 

• "Windbag." 

ROBBIE: 21. 

and father was weaking (Howard 

• Superstitious, stringy, nervous, jumping, sly, honest. 

. • Pounded handles since 17. 

• Bad teeth, saliva spilling out .of edge of mquth. 

• Devoted to mother, over Margie. 

• No girls, wandered in park at night; didn't belong to 
neighborhood gang~ hung around corner. 

• Meticulously cl~an, white shirts, writs watches, cow-boy belts. 

• Movies on Sa.turday, play with dog. 
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• Comic-books, soda water, candy, cakes . 

• western movie influence on speech. 

MARGIE: 16, (6th grade opportunity class). 

• Thin, bony attractiveness, blond, front tooth black. 

• Nervous laughter. 

• Insistent cursing (Gracie: 0, Margie, is that nice?lt) 

• Change clothes three, four times a day. 

• Greedy (rings from boys) boastful. 

• Hated work, school. 

• Talk about boy friends (sailors at carnival, Billy jealous) . 

• ? (Went to movies for ushers) . 

MISCELLANEOUS DBTAILS 

• Howard seen coming from garage late at night. 

• Gracie made him hot water; hid it from old man. 

• After Willie's death ~nd Margie's pregnancy, Gracie goes to 
Howard's house, finds · him with another woman; (Howard 1n 
hospital, visits him, finds woman «married» kissing him; meets 
her later on street-car, woman says "he ain't gonna marry you 
h!=!'s my fiance. ."), bitterly disillusioned she returns to 
live out life with daughter in dreams,' realizes tlwe should never 
have come where we didn't belong -- man should live out his own 
nature, not try to be what he can't; we're farm people -- that's 
where we belong -- machines and machine life are too far ahead 
of us, and we just couldn't catch· up with it. 

• 
• 

Eve.lyn _______ ~_, long hair. 

Three men over 70 
factory, since 1899 
1897, $50 million 
Detroit.) 

pensioned $20 a month -- worked for 
(16 years old) 54 years. (Factory started 

plant, branches ex.: Milwaukee, Chicago, 
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tr'.>ok to gil"'"O , btt ·,','ou1<l Jr 'l' in ~fte r "ork'~ oupp9rtiuo , , ", .. 11" si'. _rou,ld , "uJ. 

eat inc . ... r ",U1i.ar.t bre~~3 out eve r $U. l$-~h:.!~er .3.nd. flbht oe ;. :;;en h;.3...i::>trc~~ ;ion ::<l:'i.I"o/ ~ 
(~~ ~ ..... 900" .. k ~ __ ~"""'"' ~). ' . 
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',itil buck tnnth frcL'! c;.:.r i9 :; , _",re . .done in i'::it.::hen, ~n:l. 

("'*'t. ~ ....... ~ ~ W;2l.:t). 
03 s ·:.a ll r'!f :in :::. r d ";I::!re hal' f::':(le l.he~ :, culd go Q 1 
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b:() :.n b3<i ~J. n6 .ii1~ cnnfe$S~S :...t not r.::J.v i l:g :>lept ·:;ith ·"il :!.i..: ir. r j.C ~~~rs. '" ~ 
Se. S.... .""' ...... -t..;... SI... ~.\ 

Ji~ "han ~ ha r dturns .:..: rlibY1t , $he I'iu.:ls :.111h r:n th~ ~·lr.i.r t the.jc~ ll'"'ver 
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~ ' -.e'-t _ .... :.:ornina; doctO" cc::aa to 8Ml!.ine ';;i llie. a~' a be has high blr.c4 

preSBuT6. suggests he Sf') tc a s.:..l.nitarlum fer u. rest. ·,allle 111 will ra. ;.;e s....i.ya he \~o::J.'t 

Uave hr.rs9 for a. minute - '.'ion't lwt hvr mka 3. , .. hora bouse out r.f his hC" .. me. They 

.,.,.'" 
""hir._ tr. frl"nt r!'}ot: ur St..:. lr.h Drltor eives h1I:o sedative. In irit chen dlsczusst r:n 

bate.en d M tor :un cl:ur:ily, .Albart th~ oldest son ~B they c..J.n't altord 8:.J.nital'iwr.; , 
he need~ money for ra.rriaBe~i\enll' &:i.ya be ',;cnildn't give old na~ hh "beer monay " ; 

_ (,._ h,....) 
'[,ohert ~s they c~n 't at"i -oIU it o::~ iJ4laries they n:ake. l:.':a.rg18 prrJ!;.iaes sl":a'll he l p 

t ake O:ire of hil!: !it hOl<S. 

$· ... t 2; 00 in the a.ftezt)ol"..n, Gracia goes out to open g:J.~8 for HO-.i :J. rd. tella h1t: 

abOtlt ,;iUh's get ting ill. HC':,;aN says !1a'1l meet her 1n woa:lshsd .J.t 3:00·, · hajJ 

meet. Hcr:.:a.rd as::ts her to coos a ':;ay ;~ 1th hir . • 3he s.:..ys .she c:ii.n't - it \~ould kill 

·iHllie. Besides" it abe len nO\~ E.~~. · .... auld t:eCOLrB a bum arid. t.a r gia shrtad to 

rUll arc:und .... ith boys~ She '3 afmld. that if left. alone. h:arBke l:1ight becOIli8 

prow.i:dCUOt1~h E.o.1arQ ~a she ahould have d.fvorce.d Wt:~l~e ·. She agrees. wt it fa too 

lata nQ'.'i and shetll b.llve to ~-;ai<. tUl be dies. tl:el torniC2.te a llttle., 

-g- Gracie g08S to the Srocar:i store to get rood tor supper. Ta.kes largie 

Viith h:t r. 

In room aloD3 t W1lli~ ilIi381nes that m1ghbors a~os" the ~t:re ct ar.: watch1ng 

hin . He peers thru thai scr~ en and seCa tholCln,xD+rMllId!'tmx sitting on the 

steps. He screams cut telling thetl to mini their cwrn go:Idam b'.lsimss. He calla GmcE 

ani K~rgie. He thinks they've left him to die, that tb3y'", gO:D9 Vlith Ho.'iatd •. He geES 

to the closet to get a gun. Hels going to shoot Heward 3.S be passes by in his car 

hare !rem wark.1 on ,',ay 

telh 

In stote, lirs. Levin. gtorekeeper, tells Uracie she looks troubled. Gr..lciq, 
~ .... <--;(..I~ .... ~. -<.- <.., "1' -",-, S~ ~ -e....,. • 1'-0=-- c.t..- .. 4'.wJ.~ 

har about \'1l11e0 A,3he s49 she ..::an't ~y storebill be~use of n:.edicii!)9 ollh. 

!:argie 19 in cnrnar or store L~l~i.ng ,;". itt ~i1Ue. U::ra. Lavin as~ ',;h.:,. 1:..... r c 1e dC8gn't 

.;r.:rk. 'Jracia sa;,' s dhe meu;j he r at hor.e ; o8::lides, they're tr.:~ 1.L.iny frs .,A bcvs in ~ 

i3.c:tcrte:i these da3st :3hd ~' 8 :3i:le Jd bdt toar ~n hc:r:e, bac!luse \'i i llid ;ii11 ba Qd if 
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she's :l.,'ay too lone_ 

-¢ 4.t h<mJl. she 11o:L.: her three sOZ1S. '.A:hes tall har t~ boilar axplode:... ln ths 

g".;lv . .:. nh.a rOnI'.,t"\llo ware killed from acid8. ~ .aya ho\~ ~arrible, and that this ... q:h 

mka them lca8 wages. H~nlY ~xp l oo>3:a; hera he dalT .. nad· ne::..r gets :r::illed and ::>ha 

\~orries abrut '...a~ea. Fid says be'a glad it hil ppane.:i so he \~on~t h:3..va to s~port t~ ell 
~~ 

nan~3.s haAs been \loing t nr the p,,~t • ,\'a"ts {24 no-•• l. Hd saY8 he1::> goinG out 

tp get drunk. Brothers. don't try to stop' him.' 
~ (,41bert 
~ ·;ijUifiii'aaks hia mether to s~t suppar re.q.y - he'll bring hi:) tirl ..;velynn 

over to see tather, -,'JUlie • 

.:..tter a :tpper, thay a_up to '.'illlie's room. 11llie lia.).'8 he f!reb ha"2s g~ng to 

dia, and he~s glad to sea his Albert's g1rl (he's never lik~d ca t holics. but ha thinlil 

.Evelyn ·;; i .ll mke him a. goed, 19t'..1 l ~ife 1. He asks BObert to take care bf his 

"wo~ in the cel~r and the c:l.ro.btard cartons. \ 

-gi: 4r~~ midnight tbere' II :1 ~bck on the door • . 0 .' .9.rbe~, the Irish cop, 

tells Gracie elM Fobert to cq:r;e "With hie .. 'libel' go to Ha.nover Straet bridge ; . .,hare the, 

find Hen17 with smM6hr,unds 30nd lLUlligan ate ... CtBrian ~s they'. bett87 t :·.ke hiu: 

home ela9 the polLce wOIlld take hlm to Jail. They take him hon:a am. cop 1e3o -.'9s./ 

~ Hanry sees into a hntrun. Ha's gar.m "get " tbe old m.&.n. He '8 tired nf supporting hi; 
c.---

ai-:J. tt)ese -gea.'nl Hets Jist 1..D averybaiyts .. ,&.y. H~ma.keS 
lea.ding to ',l11lie' s roctil. krglej w::tkene;,l oy the l'Wil[lUS, 

11 b:re3.k £nr the shin 

C0llll8 out into the 

l:nlb~. She tries to kee~ him back. He crushes the ..ioor on 'bel' o ~ 'east. ;:111i9 

a ,1aJ!ens in fright .. Ee threatenH to shont Henry. He gets d~'. h~d8 £("'r U..e 

door, a!u1 f.:l,lls dcr:.li the steps. He 3 t s a hemmorrh::Lge. I;argie .calls t he dectc-l" • 
... " ., . 

·;/:~tj~: Henry is locked 1~ hia roan. ) 

~ - Dy the follc,., ihg Itornins, ·.'o"111i ... id dead. 'Jrac1.e mkes prepal'"..:I.ticns fnr tha 

fl.maral • ..a.t the f'l:rnar.ll, l:a.rg1.e faints. Hr:'''~3 rd nlaha.s har to a. docto •• };argie Ls 

prabmnt. \ 

$- ·~;hen GrJ.cie returns ircI!! tte f'"lmeral, she a:aets HC'liard ::i,Ud. L:irgia · ... t hr.:me. 

-' J" ··ja .j r:; .-; I,a '.·if'S t rd"" nre:':!:'I.ut ::,cC QY 3i.l :i. i.:: O'l t 0:;' "" ::ur!1i.v;!l or::.Y ;:.nr:, :--....... 5 l:: .( t 
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",.lth the ~~rnlV".:il. tJr.:lcl~ :..l.s.l:ts S -,\'4:I.r.1 to Ilarry hir:;. and. taka l.argie ... ith tham. tc 

the countzy hem.e. -Ee says u he ·.~r.ntt aId Je;,::l.ves./ 

~mciet bitter and dsta~l)dd. takes the mona:,.; frem ~illl1B!s bank. ",nd. 

gets a taxi to Ro','ard 's h~3e, She ar.grlly tells R~Id be's a .oward tcrn:.~iD8 
facta. 9he olxplalna Largle ls pregnant beQ..I.use of hk lndleeatly. ~helr lov~ , she 

say s, broke up the hCUS8 and led Eargie tn beCC'!m9 promiscuous. Habrd relents, ., . 

they go t" bed with him agreeing t r: n:l rry Gl"'..:tci a and to bring ~:a!'81e 'o1itb them 

tl') the :!m1utry home • 

the 
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· ... 1th the .;: ;.rnlv-.:i.l. ij.rJ.cl~ iJ.sks S .... \'o<l.N. to ImrI'j' hin;. and tUa Largie ,"itb trem te 

the count!)' hor.:e. Ea says u he ','Ir;n't am li'iaV6a../ 

Sr.l.cie. bitter and- detar-.ioad, takes the money frCJt. \";Ul1a!s 

geta a taxi to HO':ard's hcuse, She ar~rll,y tells Ha.l3.rd hets a soward. 

co-uk, and. 

tcrfl:;lng 

lacts. 'he axpl..3.ine !,argie ls presnant beo:t.uaa of hiJ::. Indlfiotly. '.:hair leva, she 

~St broke up the hcuse and led Jargie tcr--"beocm;e prom1acuC'1U.s. HO"i'i:::1rd relents, 

they go tn bed '41th him agreeing tr; erry . Gr-",cia and to bring l-:a!"sie ~1th tha.c1 

to the oountr,,' h~. 

the 
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