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f‘.*{.' S The atorebe&l jangled for a moment, then stoppad as the heg_ry coil—
o KA gpring snapped the goor shut. I atrai@:tened up from behind the glasa ;
."“-_ i -_«"; ahowcase and looked at him. He was tall 1ean nnﬂ napped 1:: a hoggy"'
pre B i o T = He stood; _' s _a pobdbing.. .
R LR e RS TR TS
- 3 “ -_‘.:Mefore the keroaene @T _ -_ g e _-A , .:."A “ &3
F .. et . "Hiya, Slim. Boy, it's really pouring out there, ‘ain't :I.t‘P" " :
- £ . 8lim shcmk his head and let the minﬂrop- pour off ‘the’ drain of -
‘-;'-'.'ﬁ hia turnad.up hat brim. He looked over his shoulder towards the ra.’matripec

- .

s, e wind0w ‘and grunted: "Christ, Abie, thst'ahn aunnnvabitch out era... .* %

) : Able... : e I X - H‘"ﬁf—\l o ﬁ_'- __
. I smiled. 81im's been calling my Bad and m%"m?/mothor and ainter
"Miaauz Able" ever since I can remember. He rubbed hia wet -bi_od- .
?-_’ hands togathar, then ahook 11ke a drenched puppy. ' e 2 :
L) | " I turned l;ry back to him to place the last carton of I.uckiea on
> the shelf. As I turned around again facing the ahowcase, 311m shambled Y
;‘_ _. ‘over and lesned halfway across the glssstnp or the case@ :
S ‘Prom his leathery deepl lined faca, a heavy braath of grai'n'y alcoh
- sxhaled atrokil.ng my faces I moved back to évoid the stinging ador. ,f
o s :. ' > b ; ; \ b




"What can I do for you, Slim?"
31im shuddered and caused the showcase bo rock under his st
body. He raised his right arm and wiped the water from his jlé stubble-
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"Shunnavabitch, ‘it's really 1eaking_out 'ere...". I leaned back

on the cash register and Xmmk wa THes R, g = < ——T e Ey O

| So .. :
was avoiding my question #s#2T as he did zhx hunérede—agihnmnhbefore

IR
O -

when he primed himsi%f to ask for a handout or smokes.,

"-»-n
. "Whaddyawant,’ slimv" 2 u;aa i %:Uhﬂ“ _ *€1LLnKALJT

_.o-'

He twisted his head toward the doorway that led into our living®

room. "Abie", my father, or '"Missus Abie“ weren't in sight, Jnfﬁe

l...d---..-' , (I

could ask me for a dime, or Bmokes; or a pair of cheap cutton aocks +§
iy )

without fear of the old man’ or the old Iady cursing him and screeching
"getta hell outta here, you drunken, goodfernuttin bum". ;

o gl B bunan Rk e

l""Say, Abie," S1lim waxmed—ups- pEimking hisp palm in front of my
chest. “Look Abie,be a good guy...an'..." Sizﬁhburped then wheazed a
loose, phlegm-laden cough. "Shunnavabitch, itsh ‘¢old outere". He started

.-.-u- b

again "How about a packitsga smokeS.« .I'11l pa?t you back when I get
my check..."

%WWWM wamwdrﬂnweﬂ?a
%ﬁepaéf—i—a%ato&{ "Sorry, Slim, can't help you. I gave you a pack
last kK a 1 i d holy hell Sg:;;iﬂf“c 't hel 2
st week and my ole man raised ho y ell... can elp you." . =~
csanbiohe v

dri ’Miﬂé.lﬂ
"Awww, Able,Mon't be like'at." His+hold body shook as he coughed

again. A thick wad of green, Faiss phlegm oozed out on his lower .
pagapiee lip. He xinxi; felf for his béck pocket, brought out a soakened
red handkerﬁchief, and clﬁmsily wiped the clot from his mouth.

A stifling semse of revulsion filled me, and my face drew up in
disgust. "Look, Abie, don't be like your ole man...". He rubbed his
blearied eyes with the granite lnuckleS of his left hand. "Crisht, I
need ose goddam smokes for our Hulligan Stéw...come'on, be a right
guy... .

Mullizan Stew? "ha tinthehell 13 a Mulligan Stew? In all th{ years
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I worked in ¥ Dad's store, ugssdgs—en Slim, an! Curly, and Chunkyk,
heard
and Fumpback, I never/them xgpmmkxsf talk about Mulligan Stew.

"#hat's this Mulligan Stew, S1lim?" I asked. _
i -
" "Thatsha...tha tsha...", kexzmszked his g{:&l"'auddenly parted, e,
JDls-ble-eionedntaasn, his nostrils quivered, he caught his breshh, then
sighed with relief after the aborted sneeze. He continued: "Thatsha
shtew...ya know, we're havin' a blowout --- somm of the boyz got let
outta the klink, we're havin' a Mulligen Shtew...". -, _° 4
_ , & bl M
5 words

I bent toward the showcase and Sliﬁg\gntranced by the

"Mulligan Stew!

-fagﬁau Slernse
Where, Slim, where are you havin' this stew’".7 "
/?,.,u W, antd
"Uhder Hanover Street Bridge...but ahay, pal...how 'bout those = -
Shmokea?" it o 3 ool B SRhd e el Ll e B

"Can I come down and watch you...?“ I asked eagerly, pushing addde

'with my elbows the cigar boxes on the top of the caaac}s—§£e$ha§amanow
.~ﬁhﬂskaaaéeooov- iy A % ¥ .. W . o Nt

- By e - iy i et

"Nhat sbout hhoae shmokes, Abia?". Slim was soberly shrewd, end I
was-lost in eagerness over. this bizarré, exotic expression.

"Here, herels a pack of Luckies...where are you havin!' it...under
the flrst pass?"

"iﬁh...undar the first pass...how 'bout mekin' these Chesters?" I
exchanged the packagea.__

"Ybu goin! down thefe now?" 4

Hia watery-ﬂ&ﬁ:‘:ves blinked and he wore a blank expression on his
pointed face. "Yeh...I'm goin down 'sre now...the boyz..." he turped
again..."shunnmuvabitch, itsh cold...yeh, thefboyz are waitin' for the
shmokes...". He lifted his arms off the showcase top, leaving little

puddles of water on the glass., Folding hils coatlapels together close
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under his throat, feeling his left pocke't'-to make sure the smokes
were there, he waddled over to the door, and waved so-long.
"Thanksh for the shmokes, Abie boy...you're ﬁ right guy...Shee
- .The bell jangled, and the door shut behind 811111 who stlepped out
into tHe sweeping rain. : ek
‘ When I reached the bottom of the grassy émbgnicr;ent, I paused to
kick the clotted mud off the bottom of my shoes. Jesus, what a miserable

Leakim sy, dubus: vb Ny froke of Aude
ay.). X ! - oo} 89 SN rSewhen. L. todtolheRualmras]

I pulled myxzim rain hét further dowﬁ so that .t‘:he brim would keép
the rein from smearing my glasseé. As I ploppred tﬁrouéh tl';e mud path
leading up to the mmdexpass under Hanover Street Bridge, I hearda'
call: "Hiya, Able...rainin’ like all hell outere, ain't it7"
wae—gadlod, "Yeh, Rggs, it's a real bitcheroo”

T '
mms was Rags Kelly

| 1 answered. ¥

Bundled up in a black mackinaw, Rags stoddMe middle of the tast
ﬁnderpass, hovering over a big, rusted lard can which sat propped up

on two uneven rows of bricks. A fire raged underneatﬁ, and the flames

shot out wildly on one side, driven by a moaziing wind.

pr— e

’
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i

"[[I_M'p:!-. I e L SRR N

. wodn = g
- "Whattya doin', Rags?" My voice rumbled in the vast emptiness
of the cavern. - ' ‘- - H.Sa Uur e 3usdze, Loie.

.

. “Boilin' thia here water...dammit I'm doin' all thq woik...lookat

R ..\' Pyl N t}.‘.‘

ose 1szy bastids over dsre...“; His wrinkled windchiaeled face acrawed

up in bitternesa, then he turned his head asid@ grunting ‘curses’. -Blabs

of steam ahot up in shafts wrapping around his bony mask ‘1ike a wet ok

i v P

babtensd’ cap, was perturhed ‘and hi's body safd’ Tt,"his face said 1t

SARLASE ST BT,

and T kmew 1t all the ‘more bec@sé hé waa not laughing rreely nni or .

towel. nga, ‘'who looked like a sack: of potatnea topped with a nx; R

AL <
singing = “Hy.ﬁuea&&&rish Rose" as ho‘did almoat allaya.‘?y;:';isﬁpi?h

SC - - s : 5 = o St s woas?l P L e,
srin 21l7a7n G SadeT £US Iovaz i ?.-;fﬁ'ﬁr tre botily hétveen nig ‘ewla

I moved back againat the aoot-acarred wall to watch the jumbla .

'.f-‘o- -.' P g T

PR RP il ..;..-... -J&.,t,. 20T ...3.:;'.- -:.-.—‘r ,__. MUSITEE 2 A

'of men bunched op ite mg onhthe damp ground with their backa propped'

< e e I "':"-m‘fh‘nﬂ' oyt Bk XéFr Q8

et

“up against the concrete wall Rags glanced at tham for a moment, then

- W, Wb e ndnt -..:_ s SRR L] 4o & F iy e Rk .,..E.; » "!“u err: -I RS LLUEYLS

B oL R

atarod :z out and thruugh tha alatasheeta of rain dropping abruptly

L L0 T NAed wighew S KA

Zli l- \..-."-Z"- :

lika an enclosing curtain. He shudder ed coldly, and flipped his hands

together ‘several times. "Git up, ‘you laxy bastida...l gin!tugonpg,go
all this friggin' wolk by meself...git offer your fannies..."

The command ewoked no response.
v '_":.r".-:-'”-a,-. LU " P T e . Y '
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-filled ;with wa

e

and nudged him.




bottom of the white jJar, as Humpback carefully handed 1t over to

Curgay. Holding the ear of jug between his thumb and forefinger, Curley
began pomring the contents of the poison-marked bottle into the ahort
fatnecked white jug. His 1e€t'hand shook frantically, and the first
flow spread across fhe Hzii;fbf the vinegar i . “Ybu clumsy/ bastid,

Humpba ck whined acidly. "Who's a clumsy bastid9 - I'll kick you 1n

your teeth". A tinge of ink shot 1nto ?tii?y's bluish cheeks
w&"&"ﬁl‘&m i
as J13;3 started to ﬂﬂM
Sedidttnnd M
temfidaiod .

- "Cut dat out...you're holdin' up the woika...“ Rags, the
unchalleneged Iriah maatar called from his altar 1n the middle of the

el

windblown underpaas.

Both curley and Humpback grumbled at each other as the former
- began
again/pouring the denatured alcohol into the Water Jug. Despite the
a _quantity,

uneven pouringjfof the IIquid finally wended its way into the wide jar
and within a moment a formidable hiss shot out of the jug and a thick

chimulous smoke spiraledhdervishly, filling the entire flask; Heiring
thevfamiliar hiss, Cﬁunky, the clumsy hulking railroader who was
sprawled out next to Slim, turned on his side,land Eﬁomed: "Izzat
shmoke ready...Pass it down...".

"Godahell...we ain't had our swig yet..." Eumpback shot

acﬁgﬁanﬁzg:tﬂuu!y. Chunky flopped back on his spine and shooed away
black and w

T

Spotty, his dripping/mgXy mongrel; Who was nudging the package lying
at his master's outstretched feet. "Leavat alone, Spots, at's for the
shtew...".

Curley cocked his hesd back and slanted the smoke-filled
flask toward his mouth. Humpback eyed suspiéiously the water-level in
the bottle. "Hey, at's all, Curley...let's have it...". Without moving
the jug from his lips, Curley jebbed Bumpback in the chest, and contlnue
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to suck on the bottle. A trolleycar thundered across the bridge,
jafring the girders and drowhing out Humpback's protests. -

Curley!'s face bfoko into a ﬁide sheooisﬁ.éfin, he smacked his
lips, ‘and passed the smoke-filled Jug to Hu::a? Adjusting his hump
against pho wall, Humpback wiped his mouth with his coarse coveralled
arm, thrust the bo%tiqnoqk‘bewteen his lips, and took a deep full -
svig. When Re finlshed he passed the flask onto the eager wadssswp"
hands stretched put beside him. . DTy, Sl .

-

Tl ey, e L gean :
Looking 1nto the ateamy, bubbling lard can, Rags shouted 1n

e 3 - - 4-

his zmaxss harah voice- "o. K., you guys...tho water's ready...gimma

A ey st El 3 Tt .

your stuff...ﬁ. Sil Kirby,-undiumha*ghﬁslean and drawnfaced, soramblad
to his feet handed the flask to Slim, then ataggared over to tho

g Sl o s pils

Sxphy- dented lard card. He fished around 1n the bottom of his Khaki

sV s

coat pockets, and pulled out two nnwspaper-wrapped packagas. "Here's

]
eNEs - o SN L ST o £t Lu2y 7 Gl PR
= g <

the melta, Rags N .
' " 'Regs “tore off the papar ‘which clung wetly to the two big

R SR
a3 g e 4 1Y 0 :

fat radlobea of meat.

e - .--' Q'\-';..,: R RRE R

Y, I moved closer to see that they were tho thick maasea of

é%%%%ioy glends which the alaughter house across the street from
my Dad's store sold ror crab- bait. B ‘ ' - _

“Chrisht "ey look good...who gave f&&'dese melts?" Rags
asked. Sil flicked back several staands of his greying ‘watersoaked
hair. "My cousin handed em to me outta the back door". Sil's cousin
i1s a butcher who deals in my father's store. .

Regs dumped both lobes of bloodstained meat into the

' brewed. hissed s

bubblin water whichc¥Xxmsd and Hewsd™ against the galvaq?zed walls

of the can. "Hey, gimme the resht of at stuff"” Rags turned toward

the others who were slumped against the undorpaas wall. Curley
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scurried to his feet, and &k all the others followed, all except
Joamey Locker, Mike, and John Thomas Who were sitting at the left
end of the wall and were preoccupied with the mixing of another

Jar of smoks.

-

Chunky leaned over to wrap his’ thick arm around Fag's shoulder,
leafy black-
then handed him a ixxgexxnxx stained hesd of cabbage which, he expla:

= I o & _‘.‘---

the "dago" down at £he market -wouldn't give him, .80-he. pleked 1t up

;,n -:

out of the” gutter. Regs 1eoked at it sullenly, -ghook off some of the

f.. % k“l..‘. e -

gutter water whidn still rolled between .the_ leaves, ‘then tossed 1t
AT s

into the simmering pot. "fut the other stufr An, "::Rags ordered the

.;‘ ;J.-.'.I‘\ .1-
others who' encircled the pmcan and upen whom the blazing fire caet
LPotigEin rha WoLTs7 47YVES i

& e 2 v:lri-‘t"f'

a rosy glint. Givpe 5o hSe eBTHE T
Sl @0 ua ing 1BTRLE
Hende _began moving.into pocketa, pente pockete, coat poekete,

-v\-—-' -

chest pockets. Like a stream of pennies that “fe11 into a dien_et
-'.ﬁ“l"! o Ria WT2 n :
the carnivals, fruits and vegetables and slicea ‘of mq&t and cheeee

! ""‘_ 3 ..,‘l.: i
crddm, , JRE 2 e

and bread hx;xn fell in a torrent 1nto the lard can. 11m heaved

T -ﬁl

tn a handful of rotten apples)-which_a_pua&ngbhuekrbee—gmre—lﬂm
Curley threw in a chunkk of liverwurst and Smrise'teheeae -'n'h-.i.-eh-h-e—

?LM-HHB—PM-‘LL_E‘ Humpback threw in a square of moldy

ba con, then/ﬁohn Thomas hobbled over and sprinkled in a box of

salt, a paper cupful of-pepper, while Regs uncorked a quart bottle

of vinegar and epilt 1te contenhe 1nto the ragin& brew.

A sharp rancid odor that smelléd'bf’viiégér and meat end

ca bba ge eailed up through the huddled greup whe were eteaming 1n

the clouds of smoke from the lard can. Humpback grunted, and Rag's_

mouth wes twisted with a smilei-ﬁheé-ft;med—l&e-im.ug_gnmee.,
Spotty stuck his head in between Chunky's legs and sniffed at the

"1...1.

Juice that trickled along the bottom ridge or the can, Chunky squeezed

“we



his legs over Sbotty's neck, holding him vise-like near the fire.
"Here, warm out your snoot, Spots ole gal..." and he laughed grufifly.

Humptack lesned over the lard can to watch Spots jerk before the

fire. He 1aughed.@' as Spots yelped and jerked herself loose

T —

- to rub her nose in the stream of water that trickled past my ‘leg. ‘

| 'I‘here was & moment of silence, dull magniried and groteaqua
. — .elot "
1:1 the EXXRER underpass, while the rugged uneven mxax “of men

h““"‘“ the crater of the can. Suddenly we';’;ﬁ%%}‘m"’ pas voioe -
Of Raga boomed tD the giI‘dGI‘B high OVQPhead. "NO fat:aased Judge

aEan e

1a gon.nn keep us 1n the klink for long.". .we-;ll show' doae baatids...

“ Ui whos'e Smokehound 7.0 Tils srinr face thars ~azme e

. * 'A charge of defiance raced through the wobbly forms in faded
denim and muddy khaki, and Curley shuffled back from the lardcan, %
stiffly bent over, picked up an empty tomato can by its ragged top,
and waving it over hia head ‘shouted bitterly to"al1 around him, to. f
the whole world: "We'll show youf bas tids...we're Amuricen citizens...
' “we'll show you..." and he heaved the can across the J.epgﬁl_l“‘p;f the
underpass, and 1t fell on the other side with a dull Jcl.angt. and rolled

down a mudbank, - .- 1. - oE S e as By Gl S s o

W w

.‘ The smoke .tn their stomachs activatad by the steam clouds
from the stew-zan wh:lch assaulted their nostrils seemed to begin .
' taking effect. From whara I was atanding, I could see t:heir eyes .
‘ glistenlng drwtea-rs, t'.heir fureheada ‘beaded yitﬁ sweat. Chunk‘y
defiance, first made obvious by his gnawing at‘. hia fat lower lip and
the tighten!.ng of hia grinry raca, suddenly gve way to a grim morbidits
He stared at the ground and stiffly booted at a rock. But across from
h:l.m, Humpback, grimacing and scowling, thrust his clenched fist defian*

at the can, and grulmbled‘ acidly:"Dirty bastids...three weeks inna



klink,...dirty bastids...i"

atrewn ground to tha knnt of men still aginst the enﬂ of the wall and

i g
._-/G.'.. w* A‘....—l

then brought back to s;ewfcan a jug of smokn Ha weaved back and forth—”

gl £ i P e R
sl sl i

for a moment than ahutting his eyea, raised tha Jug to hiq mouth and

= = D L E ...i-u-‘..f-..;
1- “ -tn-

drained lustily. He hhgp wiped hia lipa‘gith hia scabby palm, passad

& RS S XEaIl' e la {_, b o H A-H Lad
the bottle to 311m who stared moroaely 1nto tpg‘ategmy'cauldron, and "
unexpe;tédly, without warning and completely Shattpring the moribund
alle chiens, AZIgy A BPE-LES STl
~ mood he himslef had created begpn hopping/hnd down to the rhthym of

Durat out 8xainat The IWIERINE Ielln

&n Iri&h jig. His atodgy body jogged down and up, up and down, his
hands flailed-at his sides; and from hid arimy Pase there came & "%

- . . $
T a2 iasE~ami-vhi

raucous: incongruous melody.:: frencziad Dsoiz .0

\ 2 A PR - - g2 P s Ty Traa ol g Tee Dm gTD e ¥anann
momaral F TDENGS wWnu B QuEmoliTia eI, SARLASTILT NSme R

; My aweet Irish rose )

P i Yoo rATTY I ad o Dwedse
e S v AR SR e kgl .'-‘.,. L g "'ll_, -‘Isq_ BEE -fr\:‘g-':.’,--..'-l- i

She'a the shweetesh flower 'at grcwszz.. -

" - 21 e R - BRI T~ e SO o B
ilat oo ghe EVOUO4, NI 87 LPLVRN AN B PRAN B3

: :Then qbruptly'heiharked,”"coma?ﬁﬁ,beﬁ"éuji; whatinhell kinda
shelebration izzis?..icome on, 1liddle ole Irish toore.:.". ﬁaga:?ﬁiéﬁ
a sudden spurt of energy, hopped away from the ¢an Eﬁd'ubﬁpé&"fighE“Béck
with a broken brodmstick'in his hand. Stillvsiﬁgiﬁgjloud and E brittla
still jumping up and down with amazing ease, he hxunghx broke 1nto hia
tune, “come on,-igk'gp."jig...get the lead outta your fannies...let'sh
Jig her up...“, and fhen pumped ﬁbe broomatick befozglh;m in drum major.
faahion. Skippiﬁg dﬁ the fire-bakad gro;nd ililx aro&nd the can, ha began
to dance wildly_frenetically. Ona by one, Chunky Slim, Hump, Curley fell
in 11ne bahind the drum ma jor whose caAbobbed up and down on his head,

and they dsnced a weird maddening variation “of the jig around the e

CBNs s o Ty FIZoRY WRSLATS N lua Rl MILSn JSERL OV SUe
/JT? G (My wild Irish roée . *.‘ o, Stz s ol Lo amban

n\wo"“

She's the shweetesh flower 'at growszz.. -
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Around and around, in ever widening circle, they jiggled

.+ up and down, laughing wheezing, they weaved, they wobbled, they

: bounced. Coarse brittle weird "My wild Irish rose..she's..."...

from the- hobbling qirc}f.of men{Laﬁf ngsf{?q_ﬁgfulaughing clot
aprawle¢ againat the wall too drugged to "jig". The cacophany,
2 tﬁe frightful diacord at once warming,lnﬂx:knn at ogge
terrifying, filled the underpass, bounced againat the concrete walls,
hit metallic agesinst the girders, xtTREK rang against the ceiling,

and burst out against the swishing rain.

Three, four times they gyrated about éhe red-hot bubbling
can, shouting above the frenzied barka of fpe black-and-white
mongrel who pranced with the dancing men. Suddenly Rags grew .
hoarse, his eyes rolled big in his head, and he toppled over
stuporous, flat on the ground, his hat driven into the rain by
‘a ;wift gust of wind. Chunky stopped moving, he stood at Rag's
reet looking blankly at the fallen potato sack, then the top of
hls body began weaving and as Curley collided into his back they
both lurched and fell in opposite directions.’

S1im dropped the jug which he carried throughout tlje dance
on the hard earth, and doubling up with pain, he vomited before
him, then sank to the ground coughing and greaning. On the far eﬁd
of the wall, Joamey and John Thomas 1lay limp with the apilied over
bottle between them.

There Were no humen voices, no Xm human sounds, BO groans,

Only the fierce bubbling of the can which raged furiously with

the Mulligan Stew, and the hollow barX¥ing of the mongrel which



aounded distant snd far-removed.

""Jut ‘.- '-".-;
s Y e aFL ST el '.
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Rags. I lmeeled over to touch the capleaa little Irishman, but

*recoiled as a qu:l.d of green alime spumed from his parted 11ps.

e Rata,'ugiy growned rats, I muttared and clam‘bered up
the muddy bank toward home. ' '
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SYNOPSIS

II.

LIT.

Iv.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

Daily routine, setting building home, store, etc., evening on
friendships.

Gracie, about 45, lives in the corner house near the bucket
factory, supervises gate entrance for trucks.

One day she meets Howard, the new garage mechanic, at gate. He
is nice-looking, very masculine, about 50, very pleasant. He
shows kindness by carrying in her bag of groceries for her. She
develops a "liking" for him and asks him to stay for a drink of
soda. Howard says he has to take truck to garage, but would drop
in after work.

At suppertime, family sits around table eating. Argument break
out over salt-shaker and fight between headstrong son Henry and
father Willie is imminent (Henry tells Gracie she's a fool for
not divorcing him), as Howard enters. Grace introduces him to
the family. He stays for drink and then leaves.

Some time later, Grace and Margie (blond daughter with black
tooth from cavities) are alone in kitchen, and Margie says it
would be swell if Howard were her father (wishes they were freed
from Willie). Mentions Eleanor's free

. They would go different place like other people do.

Howard drops by on way to laundry. Grace offers to do for him.
Howard invites her out to his country home for Sunday. She
accepts.

When Willie comes home from selling cartons, he goes into
backyard and seeing men's clothes, tears down pole, breaks into
mad rage, accuses Grace of unfaithfulness (Grace threatens to
leave him), then goes down to cellar to chop wood in anger.

On Sunday, Grace tells Willie her sister Viola is ill; she leaves
food for the family and leaves to meet Howard who takes her to
country home. _ '

Home description. She is very much excited by her first trip
away from home in years. She breaks out in tears over how
enslaved she's been and Howard comforts her. He tells her how
lonely he's been and how good it is to have a fine woman like
Grace in his home. They go to bed and she confesses at not
having slept with Willie for 10 years. He suggests she stay with
him. She refuses.

When returns at night, she finds Willie on the floor, the dog
Rover licking his head, at his side are a job of aspirins. Grace
revives him. She hears Margie's voice outside the door. She
looks outside the curtain and sees Margie embracing a boy. When
Margie comes in, Gracie asks why Margie left the old man alone.



SYNOPSIS/MARC H. TANENBAUM MANUSCRIPT Page 2

XI.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

She answers that her brothers went away, and that she couldn't
stay home with that crazy bastard all day The old man, lying
on the sofa, accuses the -

Next morning doctor comes to examine Willie, says he has high
blood pressure, suggests he go to a sanitarium for a rest.
Willie in wild rage says he won't leave house for a minute --
won't let her make a whore house out of his home. They take him
to front room upstairs. Doctor gives him sedative. In kitchen
discussion between doctor and family, Albert the oldest son says
they can't afford sanitarium, he needs money for marriage. Henry
sayshe couldn't give old man his "beer money"; Robert says they
can't afford it on salaries they make. Margie (16 - ____ grade)
promises she'll help take care of him at home.

At 2:00 in the afternoon, Gracie goes out to open gate for
Howard, tells him about Willie's getting ill. Howard says he'll
meet her in woodshed at 3:00. They meet. Howard asks her to
come away with him. She says she can't -- it would kill Willie.
Besides, if she left now, Henry would become a bum and Margie
started to run around with boys. She's afraid that if left
alone, Margie might become promiscuous. Howard says she should
have divorced Willie. She agrees, but it's too late now and
she'll have to wait till he dies. They fornicate a little.

In room alone, Willie imagines that neighbors across the street

are watching him. He peers through the screen and sees then
sitting on the steps. He screams out telling them to mind their
own goddam business. He calls Gracie and Margie. He thinks

they've left him to die, that they've gone with Howard. He does
to the closet to get a gun. He's doing to shoot Howard as he
passes by in his car on way home from work.

In store, Mrs. Levin, storekeeper, tells Gracie she 1looks
troubled. Gracie stells her about Willie. Says she wished she
left him long ago -- now stuck to him. Mentions chance to break

She says she can't pay storebill because of medicine bills.
Margie is in corner of store playing with Billie. (Mrs. Levin
asks why Margie doesn't work. Gracie says she needs her at home;
besides; they're too many fresh boys in factories these days.
She says she'd better go home, because Willie will be mad if
she's away too long.

At home, she finds her three sons. They tell her the boiler
exploded in the galvanize rooms, two were killed from acid. She
says how terrible, and that this will make them lose wages.
Henry explodes; here he damned near gets killed and she worries
about wages. Hesays he'sglad it happened so he won't have to
support the old man for awhile as he is been doing for the past
nine years (24 now). He says he is going out to get drunk.
Brothers don't try to stop him.
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XVIT.

XVIII.

XIX.

XX.

Albert asks his mother to get supper ready =-- he'll bring his
girl Evelyn over to see father, Willie.

After supper, they go up to Willie's room. Willie says he feels
he's doing to die, and he's glad to see his Albert's girl (he's
never like Catholics, but he thinks Eveyln will make him a good,
loyal wife). He asks Robert to take care of his wood in the
cellar and the cardboard cartons.

Around midnight there's a knock on the door. O'Brien, the Irish
cop, tells Gracie and Robert to come with him. They go to
Hanover Street bridge where they find Henry with smokehounds and
mulligan stew. O'Brien says they'd better take him home else the
police would take him to jail. They take him home and cop
leaves.

Henry goes into a tantrum. He's gonna "get the old man." He's
tired for supporting him all these years. He's Jjust in
everybody's way. Henry makes a break for the stairs leading to
Willie's room. Margie, wakened by the rumpus, comes out into the
hallway. She tries to keep him back. He crushes the door on her
breast. Willie awakens in fright. He threatens to shoot Henry.
He gets dizzy, heads for the door, and falls down the steps. He
gets a hemorrhage. Margie calls the doctor. Henry is locked in
his room.

By the following morning, Willie is dead. Gracie makes
preparations for the funeral. At the funeral, Margie faints.
Howard rushes her to a doctor. Margie is pregnant.

When Gracie returns from the funeral, she meets Howard and Margie
at home. Margie says she was made pregnant not by Billie but by
a carnival boy who has left with the carnival. Gracie asks
Howard to marry him and take Margie with them to the country
home. He says he won't and leaves.

Gracie, Dbitter and determined, takes the money from Willie's
bank, and gets a taxi to Howard's house. He angrily tells Howard
he's a coward for not facing the facts. She explains Margie is
pregnant because of him indirectly. Their love, she says, broke
up the house and led Margie to become promiscuous. Howard
relents, they go to bed with him agreeing to marry Gracie and to
bring Margie with them to the country home.
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Family happy on farm (secure in food material, content in being
producers, united in common effort).

Come to the city (to establish "future" for growing children, to ease
work of farm-life, to educate children, to get them wives, to enjoy
civilized blessings - cars, toilets, radio, gas, electricity, washing
machines - children eager with visions of new school and gadgets.

To survive in city, they must get jobs in factory. When Willie worked,
there was great hope for future (children went to school but quickly fed
up because they were in lower classes, they
were outdoor kids and couldn't stand indoors.

When Willie was laid off, his value as a producer (instrument of income)
was at an end. Family began to deride him, disrespect him; he became
pariah. Gracie not only lost respect but affection for him -- she begins
to look dream of man to take Willie's place -- man who is producer, who
wins respect.

Willie feels family ganging up on him; in defense become hitter and
suspicious of Gracie.

Family breakdown then proceeds: Robbie, disgusted with family hatreds
and tyranny of dangerous job, joins army; Henry, driven by hate of old
man, become ; Margie, raised in bitterness and conscious
of mother's fornication, becomes whore. Albert seeks refuge in Catholic
Church.

With death of Willie and family disrupted, Grace looks for future with
Howard; her 1loyalty (mother instinct) to family leads her to bring
pregnant Margie with her. Howard, 1lonely and seeking to rebuild
familylife, would marry her; but his fears of harlot Margie bringing a
black shadow in his home, dissuades him.

Margie and Gracie are left alone, wreckage of a family. All they have
left is each other; their physical left-overs (dresses, trinkets); their
dreams (Margie dreams of her fornicator returning with carnival; Gracie
dreams of returning some day to farm with Robbie's support) take up like
old days when they were happy.

Point of the Story: Family leaves inherited farm to come to city in
search of "future" for children (job, movies, booklearning) and easy
life (made easy by city gadgets). To achieve this future, family must
loss independence, must become involved in factory. This involvement
and loss of independence breaks down 1) ties which working on farm had
forged between husband and wife (through mutual dependence), leaves way
open for wife to build dream world, to seek love with another man, which
results in demoralization of family (defeat of original purpose in
coming to city).

1. Early life no great romance, but they knew they could survive
only together. Challenge of farm, of home, fear of "public opinion,"

L)
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small possibility of whoring around -- Kkept them together. . . ; also
knowledge of common achievement (crops, building houses, have animal
births).

In city, there is no common challenge and no independent achievement -
- there is no personal identification with machine (as with animals or
crops) there is no sense of achievement with products -- only results
of labors is money (and this becomes measure of man's worth to family,
and forces competitive wrangling among brothers.' Failure of Willie to
be productive as money reduces him to pariah, reduces family respect,
increases strife, invites Gracie's whoring.

Motives for boys' breakdown: uniformity of jobs increase carving for
extraordinary experience =-- rivalry in output between boys —-inhumanity
of machines (143 6 of W).

1) When Gracie waves first at Alexander and says we'll go back to
country, Margie says no -- she wants to stay there where there's
so much excitement and life and things to eat and clothes to
wear.

2) After Willie's death and Margie's pregnancy, Gracie asks Howard
to marry him (to take Margie with them). He refuses because
Margie is a whore and like his previous wife, she'll bring ruin
to him and his house. He would consider marrying her without
Margie around. She says she can't -- Margie is last vestige of
family. He refuses and leaves.

3) Gracie and Margie sit in living room -- and begin dream all over
: again, Gracie recalling farm days, what a good husband Willie
was.

Margie, hoping she'll hear from Jimmie, hoping he'll marry her,
hoping Robbie's check will come.

'Boredom of jobs (as opposed- to variety of farm 1life)
increases lust for adventure and excitement.
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GRACE

Weak character, doesn't have courage to make changes in her
life; she always contemplates action which ends up in talk;
cowardice permits her to be shoved around by children,
especially Margie.

She escapes to dfeam world to avoid routine of daily life; she
dreams of being in love with "man", of going places, -of having
things.

She is maudlin, simple, at times silly, well-meaning.

Fat, friendly, garrulous, "work-house" type, soap-smelling, no
teeth.

She lives primarily for her family although her family has gone
to pot (this last thread bounds her to home, mate-love, family-
love gone).

She is very neat, hair chestnut brown wavy in place with yellow
celluloid combs; wipe apron pinned to front of her dress; big
can, short dumpy feet.

Wild, high-pitched laugh -- sounds like pig squeal.

Lack of courage seen in excuses made when failing to pay bills,
failing to exercise any control over daughter.

Market is furthest venture from home.
SISTER LIVING HAPPILY IN FREE LOVE COUNSELS HER WAY OF LIFE.
Prepared special meals for boys.

High pitched speech due to shouting to deaf Willie.

WILLIE

About 60, indistinct speech due to sinus condition, front teeth
missing (cavities) others blackened and ruined by candies,
cakes, sodas.

Laid off job during slow period, (nine years ago), lost two
fingers - received $25, since then makes Gibson chairs ($1.50 -
- green and white paid, box-car beams), sells cartons; factory
guardian. ;

Cap, blue shirt no collars, police suspenders, heavy pants,
heavy shoes.
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Wore 5 and 10 cent glasses, read newspapers and comic books.

Bought large jars of aspirins (one sale) with own money (lént
money to "her" to buy soda, to pay bills) for headaches.

Would walk back from Pratt Street, walk with Rover in large back
yard.

Because of lack of job, friends, physical handicaps, felt family
was against him -- had no rapport with kids -- was suspicious
and jealous of wife, would watch Gracie talk to watchman, give
her hell.

Took delight in tickling castrated Rover (fought for dog's
attention).

Hearing was impaired.
Sat out front defiantly opposing neighbors.

New suit at death bought from his own insurance and savings.

HOWARD

About 50, slim, strong, vigorous, very active, well-liked.
Although fast patter, lonely (wouldn't go to beer parlors)
Wore army overseas cap, cigarette dangling from mouth.
Had big Buick (made him look like man of means).

Kidded arcund with Margie and Robbie, took them for rides in
Buick (Robbie hunting rabbits).

Appealing to office women (left impression of exciting, fresh
man) , cover up of vacuum of loneliness and want of companionship
and home-maker.

Sentimental, recalls wife's fornicating with others, her death
on motorcycle.

ALBERT: 26, oldest.

Looked like King George VI, lean, wide nostrils, blond, blue
eyes, false. teeth.

Quiet, industrious, family supporter, peace-maker in squabbles,
serious.
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Prophylactic in store.
Resigned to lot; once fed up with bossing, punched foreman.
Roamed around Federal Park.

Lack of beauty in life, found girl's church "pretty" even with
hocus-pocus (submit to Catholic marriage).

Quick, nervous, jerky walk.

Short-winded, excessive smoke.

HENRY: 24, middle son.

Tall, strong, walked with protruding chest (like wait-lifter
flexing muscles) swinging arms; clenched fists, always ready to
take a poke.

Early years painted on glass-dogs; technical aptitude.

Proficient on bucket handles.

Arrogant, .

Despite boasting of female conquests, went with ugly, shrunken
girl (Nellie; pregnant) .

Worshipped . and father was weaking (Howard

- was strong).

"Windbag."

ROBBIE: 21.

Superstitious, stringy, nervous, jumping, sly, honest.
Pounded handles since 17.
Bad teeth, saliva spilling out of edge of mouth.

Devoted to mother, over Margie.

No girls, wandered in park at night; didn't belong to
neighborhood gang, hung around corner.

Meticulously clean, white shirts, writs watches, cow-boy belts.

Movies on Saturday, play with dog.
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Comic-books, soda water, candy, cakes.

Western movie influence on speech.

MARGIE: 16, (6th grade opportunity class).

Thin, bony attractiveness, blond, front tooth black.

Nervous laughter.

Insistent cursing (Gracie: 0, Margie, is that nice?")
Change clothes three, four times a day.

Greedy (rings from boys) boastful.

Hated work, school.

Talk about boy friends (sailors at carnival, Billy jealous).

? (Went to movies for ushers).

MISCELLANEOUS DETAILS

Howard seen coming from garage late at night.
Gracie made him hot water; hid it from old man.

After Willie's death and Margie's pregnancy, Gracie goes to
Howard's house, finds him with another woman; (Howard in
hospital, visits him, finds woman ( (married)) kissing him; meets
her later on street-car, woman says "he ain't gonna marry you

he's my fiance . . ."), bitterly disillusioned she returns to

live out life with daughter in dreams, realizes "we should never
have come where we didn't belong -- man should live out his own

" nature, not try to be what he can't; we're farm people -- that's

where we belong -- machines and machine life are too far ahead
of us, and we just couldn't catch up with it.

Evelyn : , long hair.

Three men over 70 pensioned =-- $20 a month =-- worked for
factory, since 1899 (16 years old) 54 years. (Factory started
1897, $50 million plant, branches ex.: Milwaukee, Chicago,
Detroit.)
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ilext morning docto® cemas to emarine Jillie, saeys he his high bleed
pressurs, suggests he go te a sanitarium for a rest. willle in wil&'m;e 8iys he won%
lagve herse for a minute - won't let hor meke a whore house cut ~f his heme. They
saP-hir to frent roorm uost-lrs. Deztor gives hirc sedative. In xitchen disgussien
betwsmen doctor and damkly, albert the oldest son says they cun't afford sunitarium;
he nesdg money for mrriaga,i%ﬁnry says he =ouldn't glve old man his "beer monay "';
(16= €™ i)
Tobert says they can 't a.ri‘a:rl 1t on sdlaries they make. ]-..a.rgie premises sha'll help

take care of him at home.

=

‘9" at 2:00 in the aftermorn, Gracie goes ouf. to .upen guta fof How.rd, tella hirc
aboat ,11lis's getting ille Heward says He'll meet hur 111 woodahad at 3;00. * 'hep
meets Houard asks her to come asay with hir. She s;ya she can't - it would kill
willie. B_eal.dea,__ if she left now Eedyry wmld becoms & bumand. largle sturted to
rum around with boys, She 's afrmald that 17 lcft aloone, h:afgl:ﬁ might. be come
pramiscucus. Eosaré says she should have divorced ‘u’:‘l-llj.e'. She agrees, but it's too
late nov and she'll have to wai: till he dies. They fornicate a littla.l

ﬁ éracie goes to the grocery store to get food for supper. Takes Largie
with her. ' |
In room alons, ';3'1111{3 imapines that nzighbors ac?)‘nas the strect ar: watching
him, He peers thru the scr.cn and seds thapfar=xmatxkiwgxhimxx sitting on the
stepse ' He screams out tailing them to mind their own écﬂdam business. He calls Grack

am Largis. He thinks they've left him to die, that they've gome with Howard. He goss

to the clcset to get = 'gun. He's golng to shoot Howard as he paséas by in his car

s oo on way hame frem worke

-@’ In store, Mrs. Levin, storekeeper, tells Gracle she looks troubled. Graci
MmM%ub‘b-fum. (w-’ﬂ-%o wed  Shwte b Lo AaTiie hpmae B b

tells her about willie. p3ke s.ys she can't pay storebill because eof medicipe bills.

targie 1s in cornar of st_ore plying with illbe. (Mra. Levin ashs why Margle dcesn%

serK. gracie says she meeds her at homez; besides, they're too mny fre.h boys in feb-

facterbes thess days] She says sinedd better go haxe, beczuse willie &ill be mad if



she's avay too long.

=¥ it hame, she fimd: her three sams. Shey tell her the boilar sxplodeu In the
ga'iv.;niza rom_zﬁ, two ware killed Irom acids. She Bays how terrible, and that this .ilk
~rake them lcss wages. Henry sxpled@s; hers he damnaed new.r gets xilled and she
'.mrriai;gmt %i50Se Hd says he's glad it happensd so he won't have to agvport tle cla

mnas heis been foing for the pist § yeirs (24 now). He says hel s going out

tp got drunk. Brothers don t try to stop m.n,.J
asks his mbthar to gat supper read; - he'll bring his girl .velynan
over to see fathsr, Willie,
after sppper, they g@up to eillIE's roam. $illie days he feels helds going to

die, and he!s glad to see his ilbert's girl (he's nevar liked Gatholics, bt he thinls
'Evellyn %ill rake him a good, lgyzl wife). He asks Eobert to take care bf his
wood in the calla.r and the cardbbard cartons.‘

“Ij 4rm.nd midnight there's a IMmbck on the door. 0'Brien, the Irish cop,

_ tells Gracle and Fobert to come with him. They go to Hanover Straet bridge where they
find Benry with smoxshounds and malligan stew. O'Brien aa.ys; they'd bettew tixe hink
home else the police would take him to jail. They take him home and cop lea-.res-/

Y\ Henry goss inte a tuntrum. Ha's camm ''get the o‘.!ld DL, ﬁe 's tired of supporting hi
a}l tQese peara/ Ho(s Jist im averybody's way. eAbmkas a break for the stairs
leading tn u’illia 8 Trotkie Hargie, wakened oy the rumpus, com@s out into the
llvaye. She triaa to keep him backe He crushes the door on ‘her breaste willie
avaxens in f:_'ight. He threatens to sheot Henrye He gets digyy, heads for the

door, and falls doxn the steps. He _2ts a neumorrhigs. Larzgie .cadls the dcctcer.

: Henry 1is locked lﬁ his rocm.)

/i’i_ﬁr, - 3By the followinhg worning, .illie is dead. yracie makes preparaticns fer the
funaral. at the funerml, klargle faints. Eeward rushaes her to a doctoe . largie is
prepmnt. |

'ﬁ, when Gracie returns from the funeral, she meets Heward und rargle it hems.

rois 5ivs ghe wgs rode nresrant :‘._ci'_-b;\-' 3illie out by 2 carnival bry whe hus lart

-
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with the c:rnlwkle yracle usks Howard to mmrry him and take lLargie with trem te
the country hore. He says xm he wen't amd ]ex-zvea.,
'E &mcie, bitter and dsterminsd, takes the money from Wiliie's bvank, and
gets a taxi to Howard's house, She angrily tells Howard he's a moward fcrj"uing the
facts. She axplainé largie is pregnant becsiuse of hir indieectly. “heir leve, she
says, broke up the hcuse and led Bargie to beccme premiscuous. Howard relents,
they go tn bed with him agresing tec marry Grucis and to bring Margle -nith‘ them

to the country home.
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[end]
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