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Meaning of Vatican Council
In Reltzonhtp to Judaism

By Rabbi Marec H,
Tanenbaum
Director, Department of Inter-
religious Affairs of the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee

In the 15th century, the
Jewish community of Prov-
ence in southern France in-
corporated in their Sabbath

prayer book a blessing for the
Pope. Based on a traditional
prayer known as the
Mi-sheberach, this special
blessing 1is translated from
the Hebrew as follows:

“May He who blessed our
fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Moses and Aaron,
David and BSolomon, the
Prophets of Israel, and all
the Righteous of the world,
bless the Pope, and send
blessing and prosperity on
all the work of his hands.”
(From the Hebrew mono-
graph the Tezts of the
Various Mi—sheberachs, by
Abraham Yari, published in
Jerusalem).

There is no reliable way of
knowing whether such formal
blessings have been pro-
nounced by Jews for the pres-
ent Pope, John XXIIT. Yet,
as one senses from expressed
attitudes and informal con-
versations of Jewish leaders,
respect and affection for the
present Pontiff are such as to
be in effect a collective
Mi-sheberach for him and for
*all the work of his hands.”

Many Reasons
For Friendliness

While they share with
many non-Catholics the gen-
eral regard for Pope John's
warm human qualities, Jews
have additional reasons for
thelr friendly attitudes.

Actions and pronounce-
ments of the Pope have im-
pressed Jews with his serlous
desire to improve relations
between Catholics and Jews.

Many were deeply moved
by reports that toward the
end of World War II, the
Pope, then eerving as the

Associated Press radiophoto

AS THE PRESS LISTENED—Pope John XXIII de-
livers an address 10 newsmen yesterday in the Sistine
Chapel, Vatican City. He said the Catholic Church has
nothing to hide, has no political machinations afoot.

Apostoliec Delegate in the
Middle East, made available
baptismal certificates that
enabled the rescue of thou-
sands of Jewish men, women
and children from Nazl
death camps. Bhortly after
ascending the papal throne,
the Pontiff ordered the re-
moval from Catholic liturgy
of several references regarded
as offensive to Jews.

His reaffirmations of Chris-
tignity's rootedness in Juda-
ism have also strengthened
Jewry's positive feelings. The
Pontiff's most recent state-
ment regarding this historle

bond was contained in his |

seventh encyclical, Paeniten-
tiam Agere ('To Do Penance)
in which he appealed to
Catholles throughout the
world to fast and offer
penance for the forthcoming
council. He pointed out that
the practices of fasting and
penance are based on Jewish

traditions, the teachings of
the Old Testament, of Moses
and the Prophets.

The sympathetic attitude
of Jews toward Pope John
has been extended toward
the Ecumenical Counecil which
he has summoned. Jews gen-
erally recognize that the
council is a Christian meet-
ing convoked to consider
doctrinal and organizational
problems confronting the
Church and also to explore
questions of unity with the

“separated brethren” of
Protestantism and Eastern
Orthodoxy.

To the extent that the
council deals with questions
of theology and doctrine, of
significance to the Catholle
faithful and to other Chris-
tians, it s evident that Jews
are not involved.

In s similar sense, Catholics
and Protestants would not be
involved In an international

Monroe, Mich.

Rabbi Tanenbaum s o consultant to the Pius
XII Religious Education Resources Center,

rabbinic or synagogual synod
convened to dellberate ques-
tions of Jewish religious law,
This feeling for propriety ex-
plains why responsible Jewish
groups, religious end Iay,
have not sought invitations to
send observer delegates to the
Council.

Deliberations Might
Involve the Jews

At the same time, It is con-
celvable that the council's
deliberations could involve the
Jews in fundamental ways.
First, in exploring ecumenical
relations with Protestants, it
is theologically inevitable that
consideration will be given to
the heritage of the Hebrew
—it1- —~hich all branches of
Christianity share in com-
mon.

Becond, it 1s hoped that ex-
amination of the relations be-
tween Catholics and other
groups in a growing pluralist
world will lead to & condem-
nation of all forms of bigotry
and prejudice, and in particu-
lar that of antl-Semitism.

One secs thls first possl-
bility alluded to increasingly
in *“ecumnenical literature,”
such Catholic “ecumenists” as
Dom Bede Griffiths, the Rev.
Georges Tavard, the Rev. Paul
Demann and the Rev. Greg-
ory Baum, and such Protes-
tant scholars as the Rev.
Dr. Frederick Grant and the
Rev. Dr. James Muhlenburg,
among others.

History and contemporary
trends in religion join to
motivate an affirmatively ex-
pectant interest among Jews
toward the council. This
open attitude is in itself a
fact of historic significance.
The 20 ecumenical counecils
that preceded the present
Second Vatican Council, in-
sofar as they addressed them-
selves to Jews and Judaism,
did so negatively.

Most of the councils passed
hostile legislation that con-
tributed to the suffering and
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persecutlon of Jews - across
the centuries. The Third Lat-
eran Counci] (1179) and the
Fourth  Lateran  Council
(1215) reduced medieval
Jewry to the status of pariahs
through repressive declslons,
including establishment of
ghettos, the wearing of yel-
low badges, and other forms
of ehasement.

Christian-jewish
Links Are Traced

Paradoxically, soclal and
religious historians are begin-
ning to find evidence that
much of the church legisla-
tion revealed that Christians
and Jews, “the common peo-
ple,” had friendly and mu-
tually helpful contact, even
during the first four centuries
when the early church and
synagogue were involved in
intensive conflict. Thus, the
Provincial Couneil of Elvira,
which adopted the
first church legislation re=-
garding the Jews, ordered
that the custom of Christlans
inviting Jews to bless their
fields should be abandoned:
forbade clerics and laymen {0
accept the hospitality of!
Jews, and prohibited the
marriage of Christian glrls
to Jews.

It is evident that there
must have been a rather
significant intimacy between
Christians and Jews, to such
an extent that official church

action was deemed necessary
to assure that the distinctions
between infant Christianity
and established Judaism
should not be blurred.

Similar legislation, enlarg-
ing the area of prohibition,
was enacted by the first Ecu-
menical Council of Nicaea
(325 C. E.), which undertook
further to separate Jews from
Christians by forbidding the
celebration of Easter at the
same time that Passover was
observed by Jews; by order-
ing Christians not to visit
synagogues: and by institut-
ing Sunday rather than
Saturday as the Christian
Sabbath. Numerous provin-
cial and ecumenical councils
reaffirmed these prohibitions,

thereby indicating that free
interaction between Chris-
tians and Jews existed for
many centuries.

An Israeli social historian,
Dr. Jacob Katz, in a recent
study, observes that even
during that period of en-
forced segregation in ghettos
“Jewish residential segrega-
tion did not significantly curb
contact with the gentile
world.”

The conditions of the first
four centuries, in which
church leaders saw Judaism,
then a rival proselytizing re-
ligion, as & threat to the
emergence of Christianity,
have long since passed. Un-
der the radically changed
conditions of this generation,
church leaders have the op-
portunity to create the basls
for a new chapter of rela-
tionships between Catholics
and Jews.

These relationships could
be improved in a general way
by forthright clarification on
the part of the council of
the Church's position on re-
liglous liberty, the separa-

tion of Church and State, and

religlous pluralism. Authori-
tative declarations on these
{ssues would help Jews, as
well as Protestants and East-
ern Orthodox, overcome lin-
gering mistrust and suspicion
of what has been called the
“Constantinian reflex" — the
traditional resort to the ma-
chinery of the State to ad-
vance the purposes of the

Church.
But foremost among the
steps which the present

council could take to ad-
vance the specific end of
Catholic-Jewish relationships
would be a re-examination of
the sources of anti-Semlitism
which grew out of the polem-
ical period of early church
and synagogue history—the
“themes of contempt and the
system of degradation,” to
use the words of the eminent
French historlan, Prof. Jules
Isaac.

Augustin Cardinal Bea,
president of the Secretariat
for Promoting Christian
Unity, has indicated in a

" fiumber of public statements

his great sensitivity to the
need for making distinctions
between the essential teach-
ings of the Church and those
that are mainly responses to
changing historie, cultural
and social conditions.

More explicity, at a “fra-
ternal agape” sponsored by
Pro Deo University in Rome
in January, 1962, Cardinal

' Bea told the representatives

of 16 non-Catholic religious
groups — including Protes-
tants, Jews, Moslems, Hindus,
Buddhists, Copts—that “the
greatest challenge to our gen-
eration is the problem of
group entagonism and that it
is the primordial duty of all
groups of mankind to unite
for the purpose of overcoming
hatreds of the past.”

World Council’s

- Action Is Cited

In this context, therefore,
many Jews believe that the
Ecumenical Council could
literally start a new cycle in
Christian - Jewish relation-
ships by condemning vigor-
ously all manifestations of
anti-Semitism, as did the
World Council of Churches
in New Delhl last November.

In its resolution, the Prot-
estant world body addressed
itself to a ecrucial factor that
underlies anti-Semitic attl-
tudes and stereotypes, namely,
that Christian teaching which
continues to charge the Jews
collectively for the death of
Jesus, and therefore justify-
ing their persecution. The
World Council urged that:

“In Christian teaching the-

historic events which led to
the Crucifixion should not be
so presented as to fasten
upon the Jewish people of
today responsibllities which
belong to our corporate hu-
manity and not to one race
or community."”

The Vatican Council would
need but to reaffirm a teach-
ing that already exists with-
in the Church, finding its
clearest formulation in the
catechism of the Council of
Trent (1545-1563), Article
IV. This interpretation of the
Crucifixion affirms the doc-

Reprinted with permission
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trine that Jesus died for all
humanity and that all hu-
manity shares the responsi-
bility for his death.

Despite this teaching, how-
ever, the concept of collective
Jewish responsibility persists
and finds expression and re-
inforcement in certain pray-
ers, passages of the liturgy
and in a great many Catholic
textbooks.

The still fresh experience
of Nazi anti-Semitism which
flourished in & couniry of
ancient Christian culture
and the present-day erup-
tions of anti-Semitism in
Catholic countries of South
America give Jews a particu-
lar feeling of urgency aboub
the need for the Church to
take decisive action to remove
all possible sources of defa-
mation and hatred.

Move to .idvance
Pope John’s Objective
Jews are encouraged by the
fact that in recent years
Catholic leaders, clergy and
lay allke, in France, Gérmany,
Holland, Brazil, the United
States, and, most recently, in
Spain have begun serious
examinations of catechisms,
textbooks, and prayers with
& view toward rendering
those passages referring to
Jews, the Jewish religion, and
the Synagogue more consist-
ent with the {findings of
present-day historic research
and scholarship. '

Should the Second Vatican
Council confront seriously
the problem of anti{-Semitism
and set into motion an effec-
tive program to combat this
complex evil, it would pave
the way to increased Catho-
lie-Jewish understanding and
co-operation, and to authen-
tic dialogue-and community.
Moreover, it would advance
immeasurably that objective
enunciated by Pope John in
the June, 1959, encyelical,
Ad Petri Cathedram, shared
by all men of charity and
good will, that “Each should
tend not towards what can
divide the minds but what
can unite them in mutual
understanding and reciprocal
esteem.”

Street, New York 22, N. Y.
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Vatican Move—A Boon
to Jewish-Catholic Dialogue

Vatican sources suggested yesterday that the “Jewish” decluration proposed by
Augustin Cardinal Bea (Jews should not be made scapegoats for the Crucifizion)
may be acted on before the end of the current session of the Ecumenical Council.
Jewish and Protestant leaders, here and abroad, hailed the declaration as a
muajor step toward eliminating friction between Catholics and Jews.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbawm, director of the Department of Interreligious Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee who has worked with Cardinal Bea's secretariaf,
here writes the meaning of the declaration in terms of the way it might be worked

out practically in this country.

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

While Pope Paul VI was still Archbishop of Milan, the
president of the Milan-Jewish community drew his attention
to anti-Semitic references in a book being presented to boys
and girls on the occasion of their Confirmation. Cardinal
Montini promptly ordered the withdrawal of the imprimatur
and of the book itself. 3

When Pope Paul VI received a delegation of Jewish
leaders last month in the throne room of the Vatican; he
declared: “We have & common Bible and common God, &
common affinity for the Old Testament as & source of divine
revelation which I use every day in thought and prayer.
Therefore, we pray together so that the Almighty guide,
comfort, and bless us . . . These bonds are what we would
like to strengthen.” . i

These two incidents. illustrate vividly the religlous
and human relations implications contained in, the decree
regarding the Jews that Augustin Cardinal Bea introduced

to the Vatican Council Friday. Should the Council fathers

adopt this decree—as millions of Jew throughout the world
devoutly hope and pray they will—Pope Paul VI's emr.:npl_e.
both in deed and In word, might be seen as providing
decisive guidance to the world’s 550 million Catholics as to
how the substance of the decree is to be translated into
daily practice.

The decree, which condemns it as “unjust and in-
jurious to call the Jewish people a deicide one” and which
declares as “anathema” anti-Jewish attitudes and practices,
represents the capstone effort of Catholic authorities to
repudiate an ancient charge which has resulted in untold
suffering and martyrdom for the Jewish people. Catholic
scholars and writers in the United States, Europe and Latin
American have long emphasized that the Jews should not
be made a scapegoat for the sins of all mankind.

Unfortunately, despite such statements, the charge of
Jewish responsibility for the death of Jesus and their
consequent rejection and punishment by God is still found
in Catholic textbooks, sermons and liturgical commentaries.
The importance of Cardinal Bea's decree, if it is approved,
is that it will give the highest level of support and encour-
agement to the efforts of Catholic scholars, theologians,
clergymen, teachers, religious journalists, professional and
lay officials of international and national Catholic bodies
to make this humane and enlightened viewpoint permeate
the entire Chureh, from the Vatican to the parochial school
classroom. It cannot but help as well to influence bene-
ficially other multiple sources that lead to anti-Semitism,
which involve the complex inter-action of the home,
school, peer group, neighborhood and mass media.

The implementation of the decree, quite obviously, rests
entirely in the hands of the Church and can be understood
as part of the Church’s vast and impressive effort of re-
newal and reform. It is neither fitting nor proper for non-
Catholics to comment regarding the procedures which the
Church may choose to adopt for implementing the decree.
Unquestionably, however, individual Jewish scholars and
competent Jewish organizations devoted to the promo-
tion of inter-religious understanding stand ready to cooper-
ate with Catholic authorities should their co-operation be
requested.

The growth of dialogues between Catholics and Jews
within recent years must be acknowledged as a remarkable
tool for promoting this inter-religious understanding be-
tween Catholics and Jews, as well as between Christians
and Jews generally. Such dialogue has proceeded on every
level, from scholarly exchanges between the most eminent
theologlans of both faiths—such as Cardinal Bea and Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel of the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary of America—to consultations between Catholle and
Jewish laymen in local commnuities, mutually exploring
solutions to community problems and seeking co-operation
and joint action across religious lines. We believe that such
dialogues have been enormously beneficial, for both Catho-
lics and Jews who have learned better to understand one
anothe;, Il'rm: also for the common good of the community
as a whole.

Impressive as the growth of these mutual exchanges
has been, only a small proportion of Catholics and Jews
has been touched by the experience. The walls of misunder-
standing, built over many centuries, have not yet given
way to permit a completely free flow of ideas between the
two communities. Imagine the kind of intellectual and
spiritual flowering that might result if the dialogue process
were extended to areas of exchange that have not yet been
-affected by it. Imagine, for example, a meeting between
Catholic teaching nuns and Jewish teachers discussing
their mutual misperceptions. Imagine a volume on the
history of relations between Christians and Jews jointly co-
authored by outstanding Catholic and Jewish scholars. How
many misconceptions, exaggerations, and historical absurdi-
ties might be finally laid to rest!

Those of us who have been privileged to be related to
this process of Catholic-Jewish dlalogue have been enriched
and enlightened by it. We can only hope that the Vatican
Council decree on Jews and Judaism, in its essence and
through its implementation, will multiply these opportuni-
ties for Catholics and Jews everywhere, and will help trans-
late into reality the vision of the late Pope John XXIII of
blessed memory for “a new order of human relations.”

Reprinted from

New York etald Tribune
November 10, 1963

The American Jewish Committee, Institute of Human HRelations, 165 East 568 Street, New York 22, N. Y.
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“The Ecumenical Council and the Jews

el

' i { ationedly-Known Rabbi Reveris on
Iy P

By RABREI MARC H. TANENBAUM

Cﬂp}'.rizlu. 194, by the St Louis Review

St. Athanasius, one ¢f the Church
Fathers of the third century, said that
“the Jews are the great school of the
knowledge of God and the spiritual lifa
of all mankind.” St. Jerome (circa 340-
420), who spent 40 years in Palestina
where he studied Scriptures with Jew-
ish scholars and translated the Bible
into the Vulgate, wrotle that *“the Jews
were divinely preserved for a purpose
worthy of God.”

Pope Calixtus II issued a Bull in 1120,
beginnig with the words Sicut Judueis,
in which he strongly condemned forced
Baplism of Jews, acts of violence against
their lives and property, and the dese-
cration of Jewish Synagogues and ceme-
teries. Pope Gregory IX issued the Bull,
Etsi Judaeorum, in 1233 (repeated in
1235) in which he demanded that the
Jews in Christian countries should be
treated with the same humanity as that
which Christians desire to be treated in
heathen lands. i

k: L] [ ] -
In Antioch in the year 387, St. John

Chrysostom, described as “the greatest

_. -« preacher ever heard in a Christian pul-

pit,” delivered eight sermons about the

Jews to the newly-converted Gentiles.

This is an excerpt from one of his
sermons: '
The Saint’s Sermon

“I know that a great number of the

faithful have for the Jews a certain

~ respect and hold their ceremonies in

reverence. This provokes me to eradi-
cate completely such a disastrous opin-
fon. I have already brought forward that
the synagogue is worth no more than
the theater . .. it is a place of prostitu-
tion, it is a dem of thieves and a hiding-
place of wild animals . . . not simply of
aniraals, but ‘of impure beasts ... God
e e e e i T

Rabbi Tanenbaum is National Dirce-
tor of the Interreliyious Affairs Depart-
ment of the American Jewish Commit-

T ~tee. He has worked closely with Cardi-

nal Bea's Secrstariat in helping to ad-
vance Catholic—Jewish relations. He is
the Jewish consultant to the Pope Pius
XII Reliyinus Education Center iit Mo~
roe, Michigaun, the Sister Formation Con=
Jerence, and served as a “founding fa-
ther” and program chairman of the his-
toric National Conference on Religion
end Ruce.

has abandoned them, what hope of sal-
vation hava they leftL? They say that
they too worship God: but this is not so.
None of the Jews, rol one of them, is a
worshipper of God. . . . Sinwce Liey have
disownec the Father, crucified the Son,
and rejected the Spirit's help, who would
dare to assert that the synagogue i;
not a home of demons' God is not wor-
shipped there; it is simply a house of
idolatry. . . . The Jews live for their
bellies, they crave for the goods of this
world. In shamelessness and greed they
surpass 2ven pigs and goats. . . . The
Jews are possessed by demons, they are
handed over to impure spirits. . . . In-
stead of greeting them and addressing
them as much as a word, you should
turn away from them as irom a pest

~and a plague of the human race.”

(Patroloyia Graece, vol. 48, as trans-
lated by Father Gregory Baum in The
Jews and the Gospel).

Beginning of Ghetto

In 1215, the Fourth Lateran Council '

inaugurated a new era of ecclesiastical
legislation in relation to the Jews (can-
ons 67 through 70) which reduced them
virtually to the states of pariahs
throughout the whole Catholic world.
Canon 68 ordained a special dress for
Jews—a “Jewish badge and (yellow)
hat"—which expssed Jews to scorn and
ridicule and resulted in their complete
abasement. Canon 69 disqualified Jews
frem holding public offices. Subsequent
Councils confined Jews to ghettoes and
sought to achieve a complete separation
between Christians and Jews.

More than 1500 years after St. John
Chrysastom, in the middle of the 20th
century, the St. Louis Uiniversity study
of Catholic secondary school religious
textbooks revealed that the following
teachings are contained in some books:

“The Jews wanted to disgrace Christ
by having Him die on the cross.”

“When did the Jews decide to kill
Christ ?"

“The Jews as ‘a nation refused to
accept Christ and since that lime they
have bcen wandering on the earth with-
out a temple or a sacrifice and without
the Messias.”

An Unresolved Ambivalence

This brief sampling from the history
of the encounter of Christians and Jews
during the greater part of the last 1,500
Years is adduced here to focus on the
critical- issue of the unresclved ambi-
valence of Christian teaching and prac-
tice towards the Jewish people and
Judaism. In many ways, it is paralleled
by the white society's contradictory at-
titudes and behavior toward the. Negro
minority. We uphold solemnly religious
and democratic principles- of “love,
mercy, and compassion'” and “equality,
justice, and fraternity.” The 200-year-old

history of the INegro in our midst has
heen overwhelmingly and scundaluusly
e opposite. To give balm Lo our trou-
bled consciences, we ratiomalize our
practices by conceiving myths about the
Negro his genetic illiteracy, sexual
immorality, weak fumily life, laziness.
These -help justify our resistance to
allowing the Negro to enter our schools,
to buy the house next door, to have
equal opportunities in emplovment. And
demonically we keep alive a myth of the
Negro's “bad odor” in order to exclude
him from social interaction with the
white man.

"The race relations crisis in America,
oyer which we will win or lose our soul
as a civilized nation, has become a prisin
through which is retracted more clearly
‘than perhaps at any time before the
tangled contradictions of Christian-
Jewish relations. There is a tradition
stemming from Pauline teaching (in
particular, Romans 9-11) which ‘affirms
the eternality of God's promises to the
Jews and the-"engrafting” of Chrisiian-
ity onto the olive branch of Judaism.
This tradition provided the bucis for
those numberless episodes, dating back
to the earliest centuries of the Chris-
tian-Jewish encounler, which testify to
the mutual respect and helpfulness
which prevailed among the ‘“‘common
people,” Christians and Jews, as well
as between Christian and Jewish schol-
ars and clergy (viz., St. Jerome and Bar
Hanina; Rashi and his influence on
Nicholas de Lyra).

-]
Systematic Debasmg

There has been a ccntradictory tradi-
tion, however, which grew out of the
competition and conflict between the
Church and Synagzogue in the first four
centuries of this era. This tradition was
dominated by Church spokesmen like St.
John Chrysostom who engaged in a sys-
tematic effort to debase the Jewish re-
ligion through *“teaching of contempt"
in order to disidentify early Christianity
from Judaism, since m the minds of the
Romans, Christianity was *“a Jewish
sect‘"

(*The Teaching of Contempt” is a
concept fcrmnlated by the late French
historian, Prof. Jules Isaac: it is also
the title of his latest study of this prob-
lem [Holt, Rinehart].)

Tragically, these teachings. reinforced
during the superstitious Middle Ages by
myths that the Jews were in league with
the devil and engaged in ritual murder
of Christian children and desecrated the
Host at every opportunity. contributed

" to a litany of savage murders, brulal

persecutions, and plundering of Jewish
lives and communities carried out by
many who called themseives Christian.
So pervasive became this mythic per-
ceplion of the Jew that by the time of
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.7 the first Crusade in 1096 (regarded to

this day in Christian textbool:s as “‘a holy
war against the infidels") monks like
Peter the Hermit were leading hordes of
Crusaders across the Rhineland to the
marching slogan, “Kill a Jew and save
Yyour soul!” '

To most Jews—and especially to those
who came from Eastern Europe and
brought with them vivid memories,
which they pussed on-to their children,
of a bloody pogrom on their tiny villages
led oftentimes by a Russian Orthodox
priest with a pectoral cross glinting on
his cassock and leading ‘a mob out of his
Church vn Good Friday or Easter Sun-
day, the time of the Passion and the be-
trayal by Judas—to most Jews, and to a
grewing number of Chrisitian thco'}ogh
ans and sciolars, it is obvious that there
is an unbroken conneclion between the
endless teachings across the centuries
that “the Jews are an accursed people,
rejected by God,” and the persistence of
anti-Semitism in the Weslern world to-
day. {

While it is clear that anti-Semitism
has multiplied and complex causes—po-
litical, econoinic. sociai, as well.as re-
ligious—schrlars and. social scientists
have long been convinced thdt certain
distorted and piejudicial teachings deep-
ly imbedded in Christian tradition and in-
herited from poiemical conflicts of the
past have served to sanction hatred and
persecution of Jews across the centuries
by lending the supposed authority of the
Church to the support of anti-Jewish at=
titude and behavior.

The Charge of God-Killer

Undoubtedly the most invidious of all
these teachings has been the charge
that tie Jews are a people of "God-kill-
ers” (as if one can "kill"” God!) or
“Christ-killers”, a race of murder-
ers whose sufferings are visited upon
them by God in each generation for the
sin of having crucified Jesus. The dei-
cide charge has powerful implications.
It tends to cut Jews off from the family
of mankind, and to create not only in-
difference to their fate, but expectation
of Jewish suffering.

As Father George Tavard, the Catholic
theologian, has written (The Church,
the Layman, and the Modern Man, pp.
79-80) :

“To the mind of anti-Semitic bigots
(the idea that the Jews are cursed be-
cause their ancestors crucified the Lord)
explains a good deal of history. God
“would periodically ‘visit’ the murderers
of Christ and incite them to penance
through. persecution. All the anti-Se-

.dence, . .

A\l

mitic excesses of times past and present
can thus be cheaply excused! They are
frecly granted the blessings of Provi-

Lest one think that the influence of
the deicide conception is mainly of aca-
demic and historic interest, of no par-
ticular relevance to human lives today,
it is necessary to cite some hard facts:

FACT ONE: Since the swastika-daub-
ing incidents of 1959-60, Argentina's
century-old Jewish community has lived
through the most threatening wave of
anti-Semitic demonstrations and crimes
in its history. On June 21, 1962, a Jew-
ish university student, Graciela Sirota,
was kidnapped and driven to an isolated
place where swastikas were carved on
her body. Jews were daily subjected to
anonymous threats, provocations, and
personal attacks, including the bombing
and machine-gunning of Synagogues
and Jewish-owned businesses. Many of
the outrages were the -work of the
Tacuara. a neo-Fascist, ultra-nationalist
organization of upper-class youth in-
Buenos Aires. The chaplain of the
group is Father Julio Meinvielle, author
of a rabidly anti-Semitic book whose
thesis is based on what he considers to
be the authentic attitude of the Church
toward the Jews and Judaism. Father
Meinvielle has served as adviser to the
Tacuara, has helped write their anti-
Semitic propaganda, and in cooperation
with like-minded Catholic allies in the
military and police, has shielded them
from arrest and prosecution.

Deicide Charge Today

FACT TWO: In Ttaly, despite a law

- forbidding calumny against any religion

Passed in February 1948, a Turin magis-
trate, Giovanni Durando, who is editor
of a journal, La Voce della Giustizia,
published an unsigned article on May 8,
1961, which contained the following:

“The Jews, by not recognizing the di-
vine innocence of Christ, must be con-
sidered deicides even today ... The un-
conscious and permanent authors of the
ciucifixion of Christ must be deprived
of the possibility to judge those not be-
longing to their progeny ... Jews are
totally lacking in morality.”

The Turin Jewish community sued
Durando for calumnies against Judaism
and defamation of Jews as a group. The
court acquitted Durando, declaring that
“the .fact in question (disparaging the
Jewish religion) does not constitute an
offense,” and that defamation of Jews
ag a group was not established. The Ge-
noa Court of Appeals upheld the acquit-

Reprinted with permission from
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tal. A final appeal to the highest court
is pending. A seasoned commentator in
Italy observed:

“The importance of Durando's article
and- his trial probably lies not so much
in the Fascist themes as in the charges
of deicide against the Jews. Catholicism
ig all-pervasive in Italian life; Catholic
teachings that the Jews are ‘guilty’ of
Jesus' death, and therefore doomed to
suffer eternally, have undoubtedly en-
couraged anti-Jewish sentiments, latent
or otherwise.”

FACT THREE: In a recently-pub-
lished volume entitled Hitler's Table-
Talk, the Nazi leader is reported to
have insisted that the Oberamergau Pas-
sion Play continue to be produced be-
cause it helps to keep alive a tradition
of hostility toward the Jews, and the ef-
fective myth of the Jew as Judas, the
eternal betrayer. Other documentation
has revealed that “the final solution” of
the Jewish problem was simply an ef-
fort to carry out a program that Chris-
tians have been preaching and teaching
about the Jews since the first four cen-
turies. s s :

Ex]i}ains Interest in Council

Against this background, one can un-
derstand perhaps why there has been
such widespread interest and expectancy
in connection with the introduction of
the proposed so-called “Jewish decree"”
at the third session of Vatican Council
II next September. As has been widely
reported, this decree strongly condemns
anti-Semitism. But the Church has con-
demned anti-Semitism on several occas-
ions in the past. The decree affirms the
rootedness of Ghristianity in Judaism,
the fact that Christians should never
forget that Jesus, Mary and the Apos-
tles were Jews. But this too the Church
has affirmed through encyclicals and
other means.

The great and potentiallv historie
significance of this document (in the
version introduced but not voted on at
the second session) is that it proposed
to repudiate, explicity—on behalf of tle
highest authorities of the Church—the
caiumny that the Jews are “deicides"” or
“Christ-Killers.” The adoption of such
a declaration by the 2,300 Council Fa-
thers from throughout the inhabited
world would signify that the Church has
ceased to "halt between two opinions”
with regard to the Jews and has at long
last reconciled the contradictions be-
tween its theology and its history, be-
tween love and contempt toward the
people.from whom the Christian derived
his faith in God, his Sacred Scriptures,
and his Savior. '

The American Jewish Committee, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 568 Street, New York,K N.¥Y. 10022
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Dialogue with Christians

This decade’s spirit of ecumenism,
until now limited to cooperation among
Christians, is reaching out to Jews as
well. Building on the Second Vatican
Council’s Declaration on Non-Christian
Religions and similar brotherly state-
ments by the World Council of Church-
es, Christian leaders are eager to bring
Judaism into interfaith explorations.
Last year one such friendly dialogue,
involving 26 Catholic and Jewish schol-
ars, took place at St. Vincent Archab-
bey in Latrobe, Pa. Lutherans have

held four theological discussions with

SY FRICOMAN

ART SHAY

BERKOVITS

GILBERT

of the past. He also warns that a con-
dition of true dialogue is for Christians
to forsake their “patronizing attitude™
that the Jews are “a fossilized people
who now must wander through time
awaiting that moment at God's discre-
tion when, in order to achieve the full-
ness of religious life, they will accept
Jesus as the Christ.”

Many Orthodox Jews are convinced
that Christians cannot abandon this
idea: implicit in Christianity is the be-
lief that Jesus supplanted the law of
Moses, and that the churches represent
a new Israel. In the current issue of the
quarterly Judaism, Rabbi Eliezer Ber-
kovits of Hebrew Theological Coliege

JAMES F. COTNE

TANENBAUM SOLOVEITCHIK

From o fear of conversion fo a framework for conversalion.

Jewish scholars at Concordia Seminary
in St. Louis. Harvard Divinity School
is planning a symposium in October on

Jewish-Christian dialogue for its 150th

anniversary this year.

But ecumenical discussion raises
sharp questions among Jews, many of
whom find it hard to forgive the centu-
ries in which churches did little or noth-
ing to discourage anti-Semitism. Thus
the Jewish community is bitterly divid-
ed about whether to accept the chal-
lenge of theological interchange, and
what the talk should be about.

Ending Hostility. Strongest advocates
of Jewish-Christian cooperation are
Jewish service agencies in the U.S., such
as B'nai B'rith and the American Jewish
Committee, which discreetly but effec-
tively lobbied in Rome for passage of
Vatican II's condemnation of anti-Semi-
tism. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the
A.J.C., for example, believes that nei-
ther side is ready yet to talk theology,
but sees no reason for Jews to fear that
the dialogue with Christianity will in-
volve a disguised attempt at conversion.
On the contrary, he argues, it represents
a ‘“chance to change a relationship
which has lasted two millennia” and is
based on mutual hostility and ignorance.

Columnist Harry Golden once joking-
ly suggested that Jewish leaders gather
in Jerusalem to issue a declaration ex-
onerating Christians from their crimes
against Judaism. More seriously, Rabbi
Arthur Gilbert of B'nai B'rith's Anti-
Defamation League feels that Jews musi
indeed be prepared to recognize that
neither all Christians nor Christianity it-
self is responsible for the anti-Semitism

60

in Skokie, Ill., bluntly argues that theo-
logical discourse is meaningless, since
“Judaism is Judaism because it rejects
Christianity, and Christianity is Chris-
tianity because it rejects Judaism.” Even
though the two faiths have a Bible to
share, Berkovits notes, it means some-
thing entirely different to each. For the
Jew, the Hebrew Bible is complele in
itself; for the Christian, the Bible must
have the New Testament to be the final
revelation of God in Christ.

A Private Faith. A more cautious op-
ponent of dialogue is the foremost U.S.
interpreter of Orthodox Judaism, Bos-
ton’s Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, whose
followers reverentially refer to him sim-
ply as “the Rav" (leacher), Soloveit-
chik believes that, while Christians and
Jews can cooperate on political and so-
cial issues, theology is another matter.
Any discussion centered on faith, he ar-
gues, is futile, and threatens to place
Judaism in the untenable position of be-
ing “an object of observation, judgment
and evaluation™ by Christianity. Besides,

" he says, the Jewish faith is something

too private and sacred to be debated.
Soloveitchik's view on Christian-Jew-
ish dialogue has been formally endorsed
by the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of
America, By and large, the leaders of
Reform Judaism seem more open to the
possibility of theological discussion; this
month, for example, the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations, which
unites Reform synagogues, is sponsoring
a symposium on the question of God,
featuring Christian and Jewish theolo-
gians. Spokesmen for Conservative Ju-
daism, which bridges the gap between

r¢ f

Reform and Orthodoxy, are deeply wor-

" ried that Jews may be assimilated into a

predominantly Christian culture, but
they too are prepared to risk theologi-
cal conversations. On balance, U.S. Ju-
daism appears willing to answer Chris-
tianity's R.S.V.P. with a cautious yes.

ROMAN CATHOLICS
Lex Dubia Non Obligat

The many Roman Catholic voices,
lay and clerical alike, clamoring for
change in the church’s stand against
contraception are deeply eroding the
force of Rome’s ban on birth control.

Three years ago, Pope John XXIII
quietly appointed a small pontifical com-
mission to study birth control. After
John's death, Paul VI enlarged it. but
the experts found themselves hopelessly
divided about how to update the
church’s position. Pope Paul recently
revamped the commission again by
naming 16 top prelates as members—
and let them know that he would like to
have some sort of consensus by June.
The very reconsideration of the tradi-
tional stand on birth control is one ma-
jor factor in weakening the ban.

Priests know that millions of married
Catholics are now ignoring the rules al-
together. As it happens, some competent
theologians maintain that they are ex-
actly right. Writing for the Toronto
Globe & Mail, Augustinian Theologian
Gregory Baum of the University of
Toronto argues that since church lead-
ers are themselves divided about con-
traception, lay Catholics are free to
follow their own conscience on the mat-
ter, on the principle of Lex dubia non
obligat (a doubtful law does not oblige).
Father Baum, a peritus (adviser) at the
Second Vatican Council, believes that
condemnation of contraception is a mat-
ter of discipline that involves neither
the church’s infallibility nor divine reve-
lation, and thus is subject to change.
Although Pope Paul urged Catholics to
abide by the old rules until a new de-
cision was reached, Baum insists that
the papal words were more in the na-
ture of a request than an order.

Baum is not alone. With the implicit
consent of Julius Cardinal Déopfner, a
committee of moral theologians in the
archdiocese of Munich drew up a mes-
sage of guidance for marriage lecturers
on the birth-control problem. Their rec-
ommendation was that couples who
practice contraception “not lightly and
habitually but rather as a regrettable
emergency solution” could receive
Holy Communion.

Déopfner is a vice president of the en-
larged pontifical commission that meets
for the first time in Rome this week—
and faces up to its dilemma: How can
the church now open the way toward
birth control without contradicling the
dogmatic-sounding condemnation of
past Popes? But how can the church re-
affirm the old prohibition and not face
the formal disobedience of millions who
feel that they have no other choice?

TIME, APRIL 22, 1966
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Jewish-Christian Dialogue Spreads

*. .. Not a single negative reference to the Jewish people is to be

Many 'Firsts’ in Relations
Occur Throughout World

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Is National Director of
Interreligious Affalrs for the American Jewich Committee.
He is en authority on Jewish-Christian relations and was
the only rabbi attending Vatican Council II at the time of
the “'Jewish Daclaration,” one year ago.

By RABBI M. H. TANENBAUM

For the first time since
the Spanish Inquisition of
the fifteenth century., @
Jewish leader was invited
earlier this year by the Span-
izh government to speak over
its official national television
network on Jewish-Christian
relations and anti-Semitism.

To underscore the his-
torical significance of the
event. the programn originat-
ed in the monastery of
Torquemada, the mnotorious
grand inquisitor who led the
destruction, expulsion, or
forced conversion of 150,000
Spanish Jews.

In Holland, the Duich Re-
formed Church announced
the abandonment of its “inis-
sion to the Jews" and empha-
sized the program of ‘“‘mis-
slon to the gentiles." At the

same time, Catholic and
Protestant churchmen in
Amsterdam  organized a

“pais ha-midrash,” mod«led
after the traditional Jewish
house of study, for the pur-
pose of studying reguiarly
with Jewish scholars the
original Hebrew wersion of
the Bible and the Talmud.

BOOK BY NUNS

In Detroit, two Catholic
nuns who direct a major
Catholic education center in
the United States, published
the fifth of a series of pa-
rochial school textbooks in
which the present-day re-
liglous practices of Judalsm
are portrayed with great
sympathy and beauty.

In Valymero, Calif, a
group of Benedictine monks
and rabbis stood in the Mo-
jave Desert Dbeside St
Andrews Priory shortly after
dawn and prayed together
from the Book of Psalms.
The Benedictines read their
breviary in Latin and the
rabbis, wearing their prayer
shawls and phylacteries,
chanted their orayers in
Hebrew,

These dramatic develop-
ments were among the
“firsts” in Jewish-Christian
relations. They took place
during the first anniversary
year that began Oect. 28,
1965, when Vatican Council
II promulgated its Declara-
tion on Non-Christian Re-
liglons.

Enown widely as the
“Jewish Declaration” — al-
though it dealt with Muslims,
Hindus eand other non-
Christian religlons—the dee-
laration called on Catholics
throughout the world to re-

{

Jeet “hatred. persecution,
displays of anti-Semitism,
directed agalnst Jews at any
time and by any one,"” and
called for “mutual under-
standing and respect” be-
tween Christian and Jews.
BUSY IN U. S,

A survey of developments
In Jewish-Christian 1ela-
tions during the past year
reveals & veritable expiosion
of actlvity to carry cut these
objectives in Europe, Latin
America, and, especially Lhe
United States. While the ef-
fort to improve Jewish-
Christian relations began in
post-World War II Europe
in response to the Nazi mur-
der of Jews, there is no
question but that the adop-
tion of resolutions by the
World Council of Churenes
in 1961 and by the Vatican
Council in 1965 has given
unprecedented Impetus o
this process.

The dizlogue movement,
for example. Inwvolving al-
most every level of profes-
slonal and lay members of
the Catholic. Protestant and
Jewish communities, has be-
come so widespread that it
led one observer to remark,
“There is a Jewish-Chuis-
tian dialogue going on in al-
most every telephone booth
in the United States.”

In & paper presented last
August at the International
Conference of Jewish-
Christian Relatlons held at
Cambridge University, Eng-
Jand, & leading Protestant
authority. the Rev. Dr. Rob-
ert Dodds of the Nationai
Council of Churches, sum-
marized the present Ameri-
can scene in these words:

“Noisy in places and quiet
in others, promising in some
ways and frustrating in
others, hyperthyroid In one
expression and scholarly in
the next, the passionate cons
cern of the few and a mat-
ter of Indifference to many,
the scene is as untidy as men
are likely to make it in a
genuine open and pluralistic
soclety.”

The improvement that has
taken place during the past
year can be documented by
& number of significant ad-
vances in the following
major areas:

Religious School Text-
books., A number of new
textbooks were published for
Catholic children in elemen-
tary and secondary paro-
chial schools. Not a single

found in these latest texts; on the contrary, a serious effort
light

is made to portray Jews and Judai

in an affirmati

reflecting the Vatican Council’'s emp hasis on
‘the spiritual patrimony common to Christians and Jews.'"

ik

Text with illustration soys: “"Jesus worshiped In a Jewish synagogue™

negative reference to the
Jewish people is to be found
in these latest texts; on the
contrary. a serious effori is
made to portray Jews and
Judaism in an affirmative
fight reflecting the Vatican
Council's emphasis on “the
spiritual patrimsny ¢om-
mon to Christians and
Jews." Similarly, Protestant
textbooks have made an ef-
fort to overcome some of the
older distortions and polem-
ical antagonisms as were
found In such expressions
“the hypocritical pharisees,”
“the Jews killed Christ and
therefore were punished by
God until the end of time.”

In the Jewish community,
an analogous effort to inter-
pret Christians and Chris-
tianity in & sympathetic way
has reflected itsslf in the
publication of such text-
books as that of “Our Relig-
fon and Our Neighbor" pub-
lished by the Union of
American Hebrew Congrega-
tions.

In addition to being ex-
posed to new educational
materials. Christian and
Jewish children are ex-
changing visits at churches
and synagogues in order Lo
experlence a positive eppre-
ciation about the beliefs and
rituals that both unite and
separate them.

Seminaries. Instifutes on.

Jewish - Christian  relations
that have been held st such
major seminaries as Wood-
stock College in Maryland
and at Bt. Mary's In Kansas
have brought together ilor
the flrst time the faculties
and student bodies of these
Jesuit institutions with rab-
bis and other Jewish schol-

ars. A survey of the student
body at St. Mary's indicated
that “two-thirds had never
discussed religion with a Jew
before the Institute.” AL
these institutes, Christians
and Jews discussed such
sensitive questions as why
Messianic tradition in Juda-
ism does not allow Jews to
accept Jesus as the Messiah,
the rabbinic background of
the New Testament, some of
the anti-Jewish teachings of
the church fathers and their
influence on contemporary
Christian thought, and re-
lated topics.

Teachers. Catholic, Prot-
estant, Orthodox and Jew-
ish teachers from elementary
through college levels have
been meeting on a national
and regional basis to discuss
their potential contribution
in the classrooms 1o improv-
ing relations between Chris-
tians and Jews. Interrelig-
fous institutes of religious
educators have met in every
section of the United States
to review textbooks, cwric-
ula materials, audio-visual
aids, teacher training and
related pedagogical tech-
niques for improving inter-
religious understanding among
thelr students.

Clergymen. A growing
number of regular dislogues
between clerzgymen of the
major faiths have taken
place during the past year.
During these frequent en-
counters they have begun to
face not only eritical relig-
lous questions but their com-
mon responsibilities in help-
ing America resolve its elvic
and soclal problems. During
1065-66, a significant rise
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THE CHILD JESUS SPEAKING IN SYNAGOGUE
“And c!l wao heard him marveled"

took place in cooperative ac-
tivity between church coun-
cils, rabbinical groups, and
dlocesan representatives, as
well as through interfaith
groups of priests, nuns, min-
isters and rabbisin the areas
of race relations, anti-pov-
erty campaigns, and the
pursult of pesce.

Colleges, Universities. The
past year witnessed a
growth in the Introduetion
of courses about Judaism
and Christianity at state-
sponsored and other institu-
tions of higher learning, in-
cluding thuse under the au-
spices of the major faith
communities. The establish-
ment of chairs of Jewish
learning &t major wuniver-
sitles has grown at such a
pace that & criticil shoriage
has developed in the supply
of competent Jewlsh scholars
to fill the chalrs.

Scholars. The first theo-
logical dialogue between
Catholic and Jewish scholars
was held last year at a Ben-
edictine seminary at La-
trobe, Pa. For four days
Catholic and Jewlish scholars
explored together -biblical,
liturgical, historical, theo-
logical and social themes
basie to an understanding of
Judaism and Christianity,
Two weeks ago an interna-
tional Colloquium on Juda-
ism and Christianity was
sponsored by Harvard Di-
vinity School with the coop-
eration and support of the
American Jewish Committee.

The program brought to-
gether more than 100 of the
foremost scholars from Eu-
rope, Israe]l and the United
States to explore Christlan-
Jewish relations especiaily
after the Protestant Rel-
ormation. The frankness of
the face-to-face discussion,
the depth of the scholarship,
and the warm rapport that
prevailed among the “repub-
lic of scholars" led an ob-
server to characterize this
colloguium as an “unprece-
dented and major break-
through in Jewish-cnrlsﬂan
understanding.”

Adult Edncation. The na-
tionwide “grass roots” ecu-
menism program of the Na-
tional Councll of Catholic
Men and Catholic Women,
whose combined membership
numbers 22 million Catholie
laymen, began a comprehen=
sive program of bringing im-
proved Jewish-Christian re-
lations into the lving rooms
of America. These central
Catholic bodies published a
pamphlet on “Jewish-Chris-
tian Dialogue” prepared by
the Catholic historian, Prof
Leonard Swidler, and myself
—In ftself an ecumenical
fust—which introduces
Christian and Jewish lay
people to the basic similari-
ties between Judalsm and
Christtanity.

Lay Dialogue. Virtually
every major urban center in
America has one or more
Jewish - Christian dislogues
in operation. Nuns and Jew-

ish housewives are meetng
In Los Angeles; Negro and
Jewish leaders are meeting
in Detroit to discuss open
housing and Negro anti-
Semitism, Business and pro-
fessionals from both faiths
are meesting In New Jersey
to discuss diserlmination in

Social Action, Perhaps the
mest dramatic and substan-
tial growth in Interfaith un-
derstanding has taken place
through enlarged coopera-
tion in programs dealing
with race, poverty, peace and
social welfare, During the
past year high-level three-
{aith committees were or-
ganized to advance these
purposes by the Natlonal
Catholic Welfare Conter-
ence, the National Counell
of Churches and the Syna-
gogue Council of America.

Publications, A spate of
new books on Jewish-Chris-
tian relations was pul
on both scholarly and zen-
eral levels during the past
year. Essays by Catholics,
Protestants and Jews ap-
peared in such books as
Torah and Gospel, The Star
and The Cross, am2ng
others. The Paulist Fathers
published a small book on
Judaism prepared by a Con-
servative rabbl, Dr. Stuart

all this activity? A number
of conclusions emerge:

First, it is clear beyond
any doubt that the Vatican
Council declaration, coming
after the 1961 declaration of
the World Council of
Churches and other similar
declarations by Catholic and
Protestant bodies in the
United States, has demon-
strated that the Christian
communities on the highest
levels of authority have
clearly repudiated anti-Sem-
itlsm. In doing so, they have
helped to overcome the his-
toric ambivalences of love
and hatred toward the Jew-
ish people which has char-
acterized so much of Chris-
tian teaching and practice
in the past,

SPIRITUAL BONDS

Second, the Christian
communities in their pro-
nouncements have affirmed
clearly their spiritual bonds
with ancient Judaism, stress-
ing “the common palri-
mony"” between Christians
and Jews. This, o0, is &
major advance because It

decisively puts an end to

those historlc tendencies
which have repeatedly crop-
ped up seeking to minimize
or to sever altogether the
bonds between Christians
and Jews.

Reprinted with parmissian from
World Journal Tribune
October 30, 1966

Third, the call by both
Catholle and Protestant
bodies for fraternal dialogue
and studies with the Jewish
people is a development of
potential historic impor-
tance. Such dialogue implies
that the relationship is not
static. that there are pos-
sibllities of development of
attitudes, and that members
in the dialogue are open to
change of views about each
other and each other's tra-
ditions.

Critical for the future of
Jewish-Christian relations is
the need to confront what
has been still left unresolved:
First, the absence of any
genuine expression of con-
trition on the part of the
Vatican Council for the long
history of Christian persecu-
tion of Jews remains deeply
disturbing to many Jewish
people. The absence of any
_acknowledgment of the Nazi
holocaust suffered by mil-
lions of Jews in our lifetime,
in which many who called
themselves' Christians ac-
tively particlpated, will
frouble Jews for a long time
to come. Individual Chris-
tians in the United States
and elsewnere have openly
expressed contrition for the
record of the past and this
‘has been healing.

Second, the relationship
of Christianity 1o present-
day Judaism, the
and the Jewish people, still
remains unresolved. From
the Jewish point of view the
Christian churches have not
yet defined a theology of
Israel that is In any way
consonant with the realities
of present day Judaism and
the synagogue.

That another wvariant of
Christianity’s theological re-

- lationship to Isrmel is pose
sible is becoming Iincreas-
ingly clear from & growing
body of writings of such

Catholic theologians as Rev.
Cornelius Rijk of Holland,
newly appointed consultant
on Jewish Affairs to Cardi-
nal Bea: Rev. Gregory Baum
and Rev. Henry Renckens;
and Protestant scholars as
Drs. KErister Stendahl, James
Parkes, Roy Eckhardt, W. D.
Davles., James Saunders, J.
Coert Rylerasdam.and Helko
Oberman.

“The apostle tells us"™
writes Father Baum in The
Ecumenist (May-June 1865),
“that the Jews of the Byn-
agogue remain dear to God
for the sake of the fathers
(ef. Romans, 11,28). Their
election stands. Why? Be-
cause God Is falthful, his
Eifts and call are irrevocable,
(Romans 11,28). His election
cannot ultimately be undone
by human decision against

"1t . .. God remains present
in his gifts to Israel.”

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 165 EAST 56TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022
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Pope Paul VI, in an audience with leaders of the
American Jewish Committee, held.in the Vatican dur-
ing May, 1964, made a formal statement “concerning
the attitude of the Catholic Church, and in particular
of the Holy See, toward the Jews” which, despite its
brevity, contains the critical elements for any serious
consideration of the problems as well as the promise
for the future of relations between Christians and Jews.

In his talk, addressed to Morris B. Abram, AJC presi-
dent, and six other leaders of this organization, the
Pontiff asserted frankly and directly his personal views
about the tragic sufferings and discrimination that the
Jewish people have undergone in the past, very often

JUDAISM
AND
CHRISTIANITY
A NEW ERA

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

at the hands of people who called themselves Christians
and who exploited certain teachings in Christianity to
mask their personal bigotry. Pope Paul VI declared his
views in these words, which I quote from a translation
of the text that appeared in the May 31, 1964, issue of
the official Vatican daily, L'Osservatore Romano, under
the headline, “The Church and the Jews”: '
“We repeat the heartfelt wish expressed, on numerous
occasions, by Our venerable Predecessors; namely, that
this (the fact of your being a ]ew_) should never be
for you a reason for undergoing any diminution in your
human rights, which every civilization truly worthy of

the name cannot avoid recognizing.
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Judaism and Christianity: A New Era

“We strongly deplore the horrible ordeals of which
the Jews have been the victims in recent years,” the
Pope added, obviously referring to the Nazi murder of
six million Jewish men, yomen and children, who were
exterminated between 1939 and 1945, among the more
than 20 million human beings who suffered a similar
fate. Then, with evident feeling, Pope Paul VI stated,
“We wish you every favor from God whom We invoke
with all Our heart on your behalf, and that of all those
who are near and dear to you.”

Turning to the spiritual bonds which link Christians
and Jews, Pope Paul went on to say, “We consider with
serene attention . . . the religious aspect, which interests
Us most deeply, and motivates Our particular con-
sideration for the Jewish religious tradition, with which
Christianity is so intimately linked and from which it
derives hope for trusting relations and for a happy
future.”

Thus, two primary concerns appear to animate Pope
Paul’s attitudes toward relations between Christians
and Jews. First, he calls for facing realistically the evil
of anti-Semitism and the need for assuming a deter-
mination to eradicate it in all its manifestations —
whether it be polite forms of discrimination, such as is
found in office, factory, social club, home or schools,
to the more virulent forms which result in physical
violence against person or property. Second, he under-
scores the need for a greater and deeper recognition
and knowledge of how profound are the religious bonds
of sacred history, sacred scripture, liturgy, and theology
which link Christianity and Judaism through their ori-
gins in God’s covenant revealed first to the people of
Israel at Mt. Sinai.

That one is justified in attributing these conclusions
to Pope Paul is evident from a consideration of several
other of his statements and actions known to students
of his career. At the time of his promulgation of the
widely-heralded Vatican II's Declaration on Non-Chris-
tian Religions, which includes a central section known
as “The Jewish Declaration,” Pope Paul made a singular
reference to the Jewish people, saying, “those united
by relationship to Abraham, especially the Israelites,
[are] certainly not objects of reprobation or distrust
but of respect, love and hope.”

Perhaps one of the most revealing facts that illu-
minate his attitude toward Jewish-Christian relations
dates back to his days as Archbishop of Milan. Accord-
ing to reliable sources, Archbishop Montini’s imprimatur
had been granted to a religious textbook for use in

- Milan’s secondary schools. Subsequently it was realized

that the textbook contained a number of references to
the Jewish people and Judaism which were negative,
hostile, or defamatory. When these were brought to his
attention, Archbishop Montini promptly withdrew his
imprimatur, and ordered that the textbooks be removed
from any further use in the schools.

These vital twin impulses of overcoming the influences
that negatively affect Jewish-Christian relations and of
seeking to lay the foundations for affirmative ties on
the basis of “biblical and theological studies as well as
fraternal dialogue” have ushered in a new era in Jewish-
Christian relations, not only in the United States, but

. in many other parts of the world. The father of this new

era is unquestionably the late saintly Pope John XXIII
of blessed memory, whose reaching out to the Jewish
people will forever be symbolized by his outstretched
arms to a group of Jewish leaders and his comment,
“I am Joseph, your brother.” The godparents of this

new era are the Fathers of Vatican Coincil II who

approved by a vote of 2,221 to 8 the Declaration on

Non-Christian Religions, prepared under the dedicated -

leadership of Augustin Cardinal Bea. The American
godparents of this new era are the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops, whose subcommission on Catholic-
Jewish Relations issued, on March 16, 1967, a set of
“Guidelines for Catholic-Jewish Belatmns that are
little short of epoch-making.

Building on the visions of Pope John, Pope Paul and
Cardinal Bea, the Vatican Council Fathers, and subse-
quently the American Catholic bishops, helped resolve
a number of basic questions that had been the source
of conflict and tension between Christians and Jews.

What issues did they resolve?

First, they repudiated decisively the practice by any
Christian of anti-Semitism. The Vatican Council’s state-
ment “decries hatred, persecutions, displays of anti-
Semitism directed against the Jews at any time and by
anyone.” The Council Fathers then enjoined that “all
see to it that nothing is taught, either in catechetic
work or in the preaching of the word of God” that
would contribute to such negative attitudes toward the
Jews or Judaism. Especially did they underscore that
the Passion of Jesus should be taught in a way that
would render anathema the ancient and malevolent
“Christ-killer” charge against the entire Jewish people.
The death of Jesus, the Vatican Council declared, “can-
not be attributed without distinction to all Jews then
alive nor can it be attributed to the Jews of today.”

This clarification of the Church’s authentic attitude

SACRED HEART MESSEMNGER




The General Intention for November: Mutual Esteemamong Christians and Jews

toward anti-Semitism and anti-Judaism represents a
milestone in the 2,000-year-old history of Jewish-Chris-
tian relations. The American bishops made a further
contribution by specifying in their guidelines to the
entire American Church, “in keeping with the [con-
ciliar] statement’s strong repudiation of anti-Semitism,”
the need for “a frank and honest treatment of the his-
tory of Christian anti-Semitism in our history books,

courses and curricula.” This clarification takes on even

greater meaning because it has been paralleled by simi-
lar declarations on the part of the highest authorities
in world and national Protestantism.

Second, the Church Fathers have resolved a classic
ambivalence toward ancient Judaism and the living
Synagogue and Judaism today. Since the days of Mar-
cion, in the second century, there had been a recurrent
tendency to look upon Judaism as “the Old Covenant”
which was either decadent or altogether canceled by
God. Although Marcion’s teaching that Christianity,
the religion of love, should break its bonds with Ju-
daism, which he portrayed as the religion of harsh
vengeance, was declared a heresy by the Council of
Nicea in 325, this tendency to affirm the spiritual super-
iority of Christianity by denigrating Judaism as an
inferior religion, which is without love, mercy or com-
passion, has recurred in every century.

It is to the lasting credit of the Council Fathers, and
especially the American bishops, that they have de-
cisively put an end to this false and defamatory por-
trayal of Judaism. The American bishops™ guidelines
stated its position in these words:

“Recalling in moving terms the ‘spiritual bond that
ties the people of the New Covenant to Abraham’s
stock,” the Fathers of the Council remind us of the
special place Jews hold in the Christian outlook, for
‘now as before, God holds them as most dear for the
sake of the patriarchs; He has not withdrawn His gifts
or calling.””

Not content with generalizations, the American hi-
erarchy went on to spell out in helpful detail how this
conviction was to be translated into practice. They
called for:

“An explicit rejection (by Catholic educators and
scholars) of the historically inaccurate notion that Ju-
daism of that time (the first century), especially that
of Pharisaism, was a decadent formalism and hypocrisy,
well exemplified by Jesus’ enemies.

“An acknowledgment by Catholic scholars of the
living and complex reality of Judaism after Christ and
the permanent election of Israel, alluded to by St. Paul

NOVEMBER 1967

(Romans ix, 29), and the incorporation of the results
into Catholic teaching.”

Third, the Catholic Church, departing from a past
practice of reserve and inhibition, took the initiative
in calling for “fraternal dialogue” on the part of Catho-
lics with their Jewish neighbors. During recent decades,
it is no secret that most Jewish-Christian dialogues took
place as a result of Jewish initiatives. As a minority
group concerned about its security and status, Jews
were naturally eager to be in contact with centers of °
Christian influence and power. But one-way dialogues
that are manipulated by any one of its members for
ulterior purposes other than the pursuit of truth and
genuine understanding are not dialogues; they are
charades in deceit. The Vatican Council and the Ameri-
can bishops started a2 new cycle in Jewish-Christian
relations by calling upon Christians to take the initiative
in seeking dialogue with the Jewish people as a living
faith-community of permanent validity in relation with
God. The seriousness of this new approach is to be
measured by the forthrightness of the American hier-
archy’s highly important declaration in its guidelines:

“It is understood that proselytizing is to be carefully
avoided in the dialogue.”

The great Jewish thinker, Martin Buber, has declared
that “all real living is meeting.” Dialogue has become
the most valuable instrument for making possible such
genuine and authentic human encounter. The intention
of dialogue is not to obliterate differences between
Christians ‘and Jews, but rather to “confirm each other
in the fullness of our differences,” that is, to help
Christians become better Christians, and Jews, better
Jews.

Ultimately, the great advance that has taken place

in our lifetime is that Christians and Jews have both
come to realize that as members of the People of God
they stand shoulder to shoulder in the common task
of helping to bring about redemption in a world that
desperately needs their prayers, their service and their
common witness to God’s unity to His whole human
family. E]
Rabbi Tanenbaum, National Director, Interreligious Affairs, of
the American Jewish Committee, is a leading authority on
Jewish-Christian and interracial relations. He attended several
Council sessions as the personal guest of the chairman of the
U.S. Bishops" Commission for Ecumentical Affairs. Rabbi Tanen-
baum has worked closely with Cardinal Bea, president of the
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, the U.S. Bishops’
Commission for Ecumenical Affairs, the World Council, and the
National Council of Churches, and other Protestant bodies, to
advance Christian-Jewish understanding.
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Catholic-Jewish relations:
After 7 years of ecumenism
difficult problems remain

By RABBI MARC H. TANNENBAUM

(The national interreligious affairs
director of the Amnerican Jewish
Committee was the only rabbi present at
the Vatican Council which, just seven
years ago this month, adopted the
Conciliar Declaration on non-Christian
Religions, popularly referred to as the
Vatican Declaration on the Jews. In the
following article, he appraises the results
of the Declaration and the ecumenical
progress made in the seven years that have
elapsed.)

In terms of Catholic-Jewish relations,
Vatican Council Il continues to merit the
judgment that it was an historic milestone,
a decisive turning point in the | 900 years
of relationships between Jews and
Christians in thc Western world.

The most imporlant net effect ol the
deliberations and actions taken by the
2,500 Council Fathers is that these have
resulted in a profound change of Christian
mentality toward Jews and Judaism on
many levels in the (‘atholic Church during
the past dccade. That alteration in
Christian consciousness was o fundamental
précondition to taking the first steps in
creating a new Christian tradition
incipiently characterized by a clear-cut
repudiation of anti-Semitism, and a
growing respect for Judaism as a living
religion of permanent value to its
adherents,

Impetus to study

To the historian of ideas, there arc two
“facts of life that are self-evident; first,
that great, seminal ideas that have changed
the course of history have been invariably
the creation of a small group, usually an
i .ellectual elite; second, that it takes
decades for such formative ideas to
percolate through an entire society and to

change its worldview and behavior
patterns.
Thus, one of the more significant

achievements of Vatican Council Il was
that its adoption by an overwhelming vote
of Nostra Aeiate (Declaration on
Non-Christian Religions)—as well as other
progressive  declarations on  Religious
Liberty and the Church and the Modern
World —gave strong impetus and provided a
sanction for small groups of prestigious
Catholic scholars and churchmen to begin
the serious process of removing the sources
of anti-Jewish attitudes in Christian
teaching and liturgy and to lay the
foundations of a Christian theology of
Judaism that is congruent with the vital
realities of Jewish existence, .

That there exists loday, a decade later, a

_network of scholars in Scripture studics,

theology, church history, liturgy, and
sociology in the United States, Furope. the
Middle East, Latin America, and even in
Africa and Asia, engaged in creating a new
Christian. culture that is sympathetic
toward Jews and Judaism is itself the most
telling commentary on the long-range
historic value of the Council.

After 1,900 years of by-and-large tragic
experience with Christian (radition and
Christian society whose momentimn mnoved
horrendously in an anti-Jewish direction,
the present reversal of field is simply
inconceivable without taking into account
the decisions of Vatican Council 1.

Catholic teaching on Jews '

And continuing for a moment on this
positive side of the ledger, the search [or a
new understanding between Catholics and
Jews was not altogether confined to
scholars during the past decade. In o study
which Dominican Sister Rose Albert
Thering and 1 conducted together in 1970,
it was evident that Catholics were making
serious efforts to improve teaching about
Jews and Judaism in Catholic seminaries.
colleges, universities and high schools.

Qur study. prepared for a colloquium on
“The Theology of Israel,” held at Seton
Hall University in collaboration with Msgr.
John M. Oesterreicher, disclosed that 40
per cent of Catholic seminaries and colleges
provided courses in Jewish studies; 41.3 per
cent of the seminaries and 75 per cent of
the collieges treated Judaism in comparative
religion courses, and 82.7 per cent of the
seminaries and 68.9 per cent of the colleges
offered Scripture courses which specifically
dealt with the relationship of Christianity
to Judaism.

Almost 70 per cent of. the Catholic high
schools that responded tp our
questionnaire reported that local™ rabbis
were invited into the classrooms when
Judaism was being discussed. :

These developments, too, are
inconceivable without giving due account
to the impact of Vatican Council I1.

Parenthetically, our study also revealed
that “no similar structural reform took
place among the mainstream Protestant
denominations™—a negative affirmation of
the value of the Council, and perhaps a
positive suggestion to the Protestant
leadership, “‘Go thou and do likewise.”

The negative aspects

A balanced evaluation requires that we
look also at the negative side of the
Catholic-Jewish ledger and at unresolved

\



A HISTORIC, ECUMENICAL OCCASION—The late Augustin Cardinal Bea, father of the
Vatican Council’s Declaration on the Jews, meets with Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, left, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national interreligious
affairs director of the American Jewish Committee, center, in March 1963 during the
second session of Vatican Council 11, It was at this meeting that the Cardinal revealed to
Jewish leaders the draft of what later became the Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian

Religions.

issues that call for far more serious
attention than has been given thus far since
Vatican I1.

Thes- issues have been stated
forthrightly by the Rev. Edward Flannery,
executive secrerary of the Secretariat for
Catholic-Jewish Relations in his November
1970 report of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops. These problems still
exist: )

**1) Anti-Semitism, though mostly
low-toned and unconscious, was still
widespread and required constant effort to
detect und unmask its many disguises.

“2) Catholic scholars have " not yet
sufficiently pursued research into the
renewal of theology regarding the place of
Judaism in the divine plan, though the
Vatican Council’s statement on the Jews
showed the way.

“3) The State of Israel has become a
serious stumbling block in Jewish-Christian
relations. Since ‘Jews have in the vast
majority identified with that State’ and
‘see Zionism as central to Judaism itself
and essential not only to Israeli but also to

should be included in the

.

which
dialoguc.

Urgent need to close gap

The need to speed up the process of
closing the gap between advances made by
the scholarly elite and the people in the
pew in relation to anti-Semitism, a more
adequate theology of Judaism, and Israel
has assumed especial urgency for the
Jewish community in light of troublesome
developments in recenl years,

The calculated exploitation of
anti-Semitism, including the use of
theological anti-Semitism, by the Soviet
Union and some Arab propagandists has
impelled many Jews to look to the
Catholic community as an ally and
countervailing force in combatting this new
wave of hatred toward the Jewish people.

The forthcoming nationwide
evangelistic drive of “Mey 73" —paralleled
by intensified mission-to-the-Jews
programs whose conversionary efforts
presuppose a denigration of Judaism as an
‘*incomplete religion'' -have also
underscored the importance of Catholic
and other Christian efforts to put an end

once and for all to proselytizing the Jewish
people.

. Jewish survival,' they consider it ‘as an

» ecumenical and a religious consideration
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FOR RELEASE: ON OR AFTER, WED., MAY 3, 1972
For the first time in our nation's history, a Jewlsh olergyman
is being considered for a Presidential appointment to an ambassadorial
post. With the rséignation of Ambassqdor Rita Hauser as U, 8., Representa-
tive to the United Nafions Human Righte Commission, the name 9:.'
Rabbi Maro H., Tanenbaum hgs bsen proposed to the Vhite Houqey;s a
candidate to suoceed her. Beveral UN and State Dapartmenf.otficlala
aoquainted with Rabbi Tanenbaum's 20-year record in human rights causes
are known té have backgd his candidacy. Other government officiﬁls
are opposed in principle to the naming of a rabbl - no matter how

Qualified - to thle sensitive post belleving that it would be taken

as a U, B, provocation by Soviet and Arab governments,

While Rabbl Tanenbaum has besn actively identified with the
causes of Soviet Jewry and Ierael, he has been a charismatic public
advocate and effective organizer in behalf of the victims of the
confliotes between ngeria-Biafra,IIndia—Paklatan. Sathern Sudanese
blacke, Ireland, South Africa, and the civil rights stnuggles of
minorities in America. He has also ba2en in the forefront of promoting
reconciliation between Muslims, Ghrlatiana, and Jews in the Middle
East. With a Jesuit priest in Congrese, andther Catholic priest named
ag a speech-writer for President Nixon, a black Baptist minister
Juet appointed to the Federaa Communications Commission, appmrently
the time 18 now ripe to emancipate Jewlsh clergy to first-class

citizens' roles in our demooracy.

11
L

o, vl
I('\f ‘{;\N JMV‘-S
| RO e
ol 0"
w



/

ey
& Jovons

S

wrdware
nfiakd
d 10 Mile

ﬁ

ngs
AFE
© People” |
ly
UCES
Bivd.

e
LE 1 1}

; 1
1]
ant 1

1 Mile l
Smme
ings
IN

ak Park § -

\THE DETROIT JEWISH NEWS

Friday, March 21, 1975- 5

(Copyright 1975, JTA, Ine.)
(Rabbi Tanenbaum, na-
tional interreligious af-
fairs director of the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, is
a leading authority on sentatives about 10 days
Jewish-Christian rela- pefore their release to the
tions. He was the only press It became clear that
rabbi in Rome during the gsome of the contents would
.Vatican Council's delib_er- become a cause of contro-
ations on the Declaration versy — especially the stud-
on Non-Christian Reli- jed omission of any refer-
gions.) -’ ence to Israel'sreligious and
Why has there been a historic meaning to the Jew-
mixed reation in the Jewish ish people and a contrived
community to the recently- * reference to the Catholic's
promulgated Vatican peed to “witness” their-
Guideline on Catholie~Jew-" - Christian faith to Jews.
ish relations? The answer to The reason for arbitrary
that question lies, in part, in  publication of the text of the
knowing someting about the Guidelines on thevery eve of
behind-the-scenes facts re- the Vatican-Jewish meeting
garding the way in which soon became clear. The Vat-
the document was released, jcan Secretariat of State has
as much as it has to do with  bheen actively engaged in its
a precise understanding of i i
its contents. o
The Guidelines were pre- Arab governments, Moslem
pared by the Vatican Com-
mission for Catholic-Jewish dominated Communist bloe.

lgious
(LJCIC).

The general contents of
the Guidelines became
known to the Jewish repre-

Consultations

\

‘Vatican Guidelines: Good anvd' Bad

By MARC H. TANENBAUM  ish Committee for Inter-re-

them throughout the Middl
East, have been preachin
an unreformed theology.
Prof. David Flusser of Hi
brew University, perhap
the greatest authority o
the interrelationships o
Judaism and Christianity
has written that the refer
ence to “Christian witness
in these Guidelines was no
necessary “in principle,
and that “it’s a pity, a grea
pity that this passage o1
mission was included.”
The Guidelines of Jan. 3
1975, do have many goot
things, and they should b«
welcomed as far as they go

_and should be actively im-

plemented.

But when compared with
how far they should have
gone as an act of justiice tc
the. Jewish
core should be — as Prof.

ple, the wel- .
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Relations, appointed by
Pope Paul VI in October
1974, and headed by three
Catholic leaders who are
genuinely sympathetic to
Judaism, the Jewish people,

- and quite possibly, Israel.

In recent years, a major
struggle for power has
taken place between the var-

ious branches of the Curia, ~

with the Vatican Secretar-
iat of State emerging with

| political control centralized

in its hands. When the
Guidelines on Catholic-Jew-
ish relations were com-
they were sent
“upstairs” to the Secretariat
of State for approval.

The Secretariat of State
“took ever’’ the document,

‘made a number of changes

in its text, and then ar-
ranged for its world-wide
distribution to Catholic
hierarchies on a secret
basis. :

The date preceded by
three days the long-sched-
uled meeting between the
Vatican Commission on
Catholic-Jewish Relations
and the Internatipnal Jew-

JWB Picks Judges

NEW YORK — Judges
who will choose the winners
of the 1975 National Jewish

" Book Awards — the highest

- ——lalame

in Amariran

w ipl i nsive Flusser rightly advised —
:xp?ogni)goé::etn‘t:eogi:h_ the modest and restrained.

- d the M Happy Passover
nations, and the Moscow- |NTERNAT|ONA|.
By publishing the Guide- | SAUSAGE CORP.
lines three days before the . Dutch Brand

Vatican-Jewish consulta- "With That Famous
tion, the Secretariat of Infernational Flavor”
State’s diplomats signaled a | 3445 Michigan—TA 5-4949
clear and unambiguous P T e
message to the Arab-Mus- | 4 Happy Passaver
lim-Communist world. y T Our Friends
That message was:f) - ol Lustomers
Have no anxiety about the [ SAMUEL BROS.
meeting with the Jewsl - CAFETERIA
next week. Nothing will SEoitefh Market
change in Vatican policy. ;

There will be no moves 2NN
towardf liecog?itfion of the E Holiday Good Cheer =
state of Israel, for, as you = ' ]
can see in the actual text = SERWER'S =
we are publishing before- 2 WHOLESALERS =
hand — which is not sub- £ 4646 Michigan Ave. =.
ject to modification once it = 826-6800 =

is promulgated — there FMHIMUITHNIUATIIHITIIN

— e S T g — —

will not be even a single r"'ﬁolidax Greetings

religious or theological
SKY DIRT

reference to ‘‘the holyl
SOIL

land.”

The Guitclielines also com- For Every Need
municated a reassuring
message to Arab Christians, | 2430 Schoefer, N. of Fenkell
such as Patriarch Maximos {____ VE 79380 __ _ 7
Hakim, arch-defender of _go0000002s 200000909
gun-running Archbishop & - Happy Passover
Capucci and Archbishop & WAY"E
George Khodr of Lebanon. s

These Arab churchmen, and & STANDARD SERVICE

hundreds of others like § 20141 W. 8 Mile Rd.

Nazi S?rvivors ' ' Deﬁoér'a-gé?srun 5

to Testify at Trial ST
TEL AVIV (JTA) — A

Holiday Good Cheer
group of Nazi deﬁth camp ST[PHEH WIIﬂIIFI
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Reagan, Anti-Semitism and Unresolved ‘Dual Loyalty’ Issue

PRESIDENT REAGAN

By RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM — A Seven Arts Feature

Despite the assurances that President Reagan gave to Jewish leaders recently in which he repudiated the resort to
anti-Semitism during the AWACS struggle, there is something deeply disconcerting over the unresolved issue of “dual
loyalty.”

After 1974, when Turkey invaded Cyprus and displaced some 250,000 Greek Orthodox refugees from their homes,
Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America, organized a raassive political

campaign against American economic and military aid to Turkey. The Archbishop, joined by Greek lay leaders who have -

substantial political and financial clout, met with Presidents Nixon and Ford, and members of the U.S. Congress,
demanding that America terminate its extensive aid to Turkey. Although Turkey is a critically important anchor of the
NATO alliance, the Greek community in the U.S. succeeded in influencing the American government to curtail its aid to
Turkey. _

Slgmf‘cantly. throughout the entire American Greek political and public opinion campaign, not a whisper
of the charge of "dual loyalty” was lodged against them. Similarly, no such charge has been lodged against the
American Irishmen who press for an economic boycotl. of Great Britain for her policies toward Ireland. No one
charges American blacks who have been vociferousin demandmg American reprisals against South Africa for
that country’s despicable apartheid policy with “dual loyalty.”

The singling out of American Jewry by Reagan Administration aides and several Senators who floated the “Begin
versus Reagan” scenario is nothing less than an act of singular scapegoating of American Jewry and it must be opposed
with undiminished fervor. If this Administration succeeds in intimidating American Jewry into silence over the Saudi
plan, what is to stop them from Sllencmg Greeks, Irishmen, and blacks from exercisi ng their democratic rights?

RABBI TANENBAUM
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for joy...

time
Chanukah &
the oppressed

By RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

NIGHT AT SUNSET, Jewish people

throughout the world will light the first

Chanukah candle, beginning the observ-
s ance of the joyous eightday festival of
ights.

Chanukah is actually a holiday that cele-
brates political and religious freedom. It com-
memorales the victory of Judah the Maccabee
and his small group of Jewish followers in
Palestine over the massive invading armies of
the Syrian Emg:ire more than 2,100 years ago.
The success of the resistance led to the re-
establishment of freedom of religion and the
continuation of Jewish religion end culture
throughout the world. ]

In effect, the Maccabean victory was the

first successful triumph in the struggle for -

human rights—particularly for conscience and
pluralism—in the history of mankind. The tra-
gic irony, of course, is that while Jews cele-
brate this major human rights victory 21 cen-
turies ago, the same type of political and reli-
gious oppression that the Maccabees overcame
is being forced on millions of people through-
put the world in 1978.

Those denials of human rights have reached
epldemic proportions in our world today. Am-
nesty International reports that “torfure has
been standard administrative practice in more
than 30 countries and has occurred in more
than 60.”

The president of Freedom House, John Rich-
ardson Jr., declares that “two thirds of all the
world's peoples still suffer political repression,
cannot expect relief from the courts and are
denjed free speech and access to news media.”

During my trip 10 days ago to southeast
Asia as a member of the Citizens Commission
on Indochinese Refugees. I saw firsthand how
destructive of human life and of the human
spirit the violation of human rights can become.
and how urgent is the need. in the spirit of
the Maccabees. to mobilize resistance to every
form of human oppression.

FF THE COAST of Malaysia, I saw with

my own eyes how a group of fanatic

Moslems shoved back a boatload of

Vietnamese boat people and ethnic
Chinese into the South China Sea, resulting in
some 200 men. women and children drowning
in turbulent waters as if they were rats. That
is the price that the human family is paying
for religious and ethnic hatred that denies
human beings the elemental right of asylum
from the pervasive oppression in Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia.

In Aranyaprathet, Thailand. I visited a
camp of Cambodian refugees with whom I
spent hours in extended conversation. That
“dialogue” with the gentie Khmer people was
the closest experience I have yet had to’ that
of listening to Oewish victims of the Naxi
Holocaust. Not 35 years ago, but during the
past two years, an estimated two to fhree mil-
lion Cambodians have been. systematically mas-
sacred by the Communist Khmer Rouge regime
who are seeking ruthlessly, like Antiochus and
Adolf Hitler, to create a totalitarian “new so-
ciety” by liqu'dating all ideologically “nonpure”
people.

And, as was the nightmarish case with tha
six million Jewish victims of Nazism, thé world
is standing by silently once again. .

:This callousness to human suffering, this
wave of dehumanization, this Indifference to
upholding human rights is alse'to be found in
the Middle East, Europe, Africa, Latin Amer-

- ica, and even in fttn: NorthmAmeris?n eonhne&t

How many of you are eep over
horrendous fact that 40,000 Clhnlﬁs‘u.am ‘and Mos-
lems have been massacred in Lebanon; that

‘the PLO terrorists daily bomb inmocent Chris-
tians as well as Jews; that some 300,000 black
Christians have been systematically murdered
by Idi Amin in Uganda; that innocent Chris-
tian and Jewish civilians are being tortured
and killed in Nicaragua, Argentina, Chile, and
Paraguay; that the Soviet Union regularly har-
asses and persecutes Evangelical Baptists and
Jews and denies basic re us liberties in that
proletariat Utopia; that Catholics and Protest-
ants are murdered every day in Ireland; that
a quarter million Greek Orthodox and Moslelzg'n
refugees languish in camps in Cyprus; that “il-
legal aliens” and native American Indians are
made to feel they are second-class citizens in
America, still the greatest democracy in the
world? ;

The sheer recital of the magnitude of viola-
tions. of human rights can be depressing .a_nd
runs the risk. of paralyzing our will and_ability
to stem this tide of abuse of human dignity.

A prayer recited daily during Chanukah

might help all of us “overcome™ such demorali-
zation; and in fact, renew our spirits to chal-
lenge the evil of indifference, and the indif-
ference to evil.

“Then did you, O Lord,” the Chanukah pray-
er reads, “in your abundant mercy rise up for
them in the time of their trouble; you did plead
their cause; you did avenge their wrong; you
delivered the strong into the hands of the weak,
the many into the ds of the few, the wicked
into the hands of the righteous, and the arro-
gant into the hands of them that occupied them-
selves with your Law.”

Like the Maccabees of old, if small groups
of people of conscience, in this country and in
other parts of the world, will remain steadfast
in their commitments to the “Laws of Human
Rights”—and will mobilize to press our govern-
ment and every government to enforce the
principles of the Universal Declaration of Hum-
an Rights, we may yet find a way to help turn
the world away from its present course of
barbarism and anarchy to the achievement of a
human society illuminated by raverence for

‘every human life and every human conscience.

In reality, it just doesn't seem right that
Chanuka 1978 be all joy and celebration. Per-
haps lighting the candles tonight can also serve
to heighten the consciousness of Jews, and
hopefully others as well, that some new Mac-
cabean spirit is much in need.

Hopefully, the candles can also remind us
that we can't simply stand by idly and capitu-
late to modern day tyrants who desecrate the
dignity of human beings created in the sacred
image of God by denying political and reli-
gious freedoms. - s

‘Rabbi Tanenbawm is direclor of #nterreligious

affairs for the American Jewish Committee.
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Germans hit hard by ‘Holocaust’ series

by Marc. H. Tanenbaum

NEW YORK (JTA)—Noth-

g mgw—-na book. .00 -TVodocuraén-

tary, no "film{ “'no leclure—-has
touched the soul of modern
Germany on the moral watershed
tragedy of the Nazi Holocaust as
has the NBC-TV series,
“Holocaust.” That dramatic but
factual conclusion has emerged
from a scries of overseas telephone
calls that I had with public officials
in West Germany, and in
particular, with leaders in the
village of Obernammergau.
on the Thursday following the
viewing of Iht third installment of
“Holocaust.”

According to reports from West
American ..

Germany in  major

newspapers, “an  estimated 14

million people, or 39 percent of the .

34 million people in the viewing
audience, watched the third of the
four installments that Thursday
_mnight. This was up from 13 million
viewers, or 36 percent last who
walched the second installment,
and |1 million, or 32 percent, who
watched the first installment.

The viewing audience for each of
“the three installments was more
than double the  predicted 15
percent that was expected to watch
the program over Westdeutsche
Rundfunk (WDR) of Cologne, the

regional station ennrdinotine the

, lelecasts. The number of people

watching the last installment was

 not avm!ablc at 1hc time of thls

report. .

" The German™ ofi"cmls 1 spokc
with said that the figures reported
in the American newspapers were
underestimated, and that, in fact,

industry, cxpected such an

emolional reaction. It "has

staggered cverybody.” .

. The effect *has even ‘spread to
- East Germany where; according to

reports, many living beyond thé

West Germany regional

broadcasting range are demanding .

(Rabbi Tanenbaum, national inter-religious affairs director of
the American Jewish Committee, was script consultant 10 the

NBC-TV “Holocaust" series.)

some 20 million people had seen
the second installment. That
means that one in three potential
regional viewers were exposed to
the “Holocaust™ account, “That
audience broke every record for
regional television in Germany,”
one official told me.

..More than 20,000 people called
the WDR television offices
following the Tuesday night
showing, and two-thirds of the
callers were in favor of
“Holocaust” televised in Germany.
Many of the viewers told the TV
station authorities that they either
could not go on watching it, and
some said that they could not sleep
and had to take valium or sleeping
pills so powerful was the program’s
impact.

One authority said, “The
experience with * the program
already has been -quite
extraordinary. Nobody, even the

most  sympathetic _in _the TV

to see the series. Regional
television broadcasts can be
received in East Berlin and in areas
along the boundary, but most East
German viewers are beyond their
range. According to reports,
among the East Germans who had
seen the ‘program and called. to
express their reactions, positive
comments outnumbered negative
comments 6-2. ’

1 spoke with several people in
the village of Oberammergau who
are involved in an effort to revise
the anti-Semitic version of the
Oberammergau  Passion Play
scheduled for production in April
1980. Hans Schwaighofer, director
of the Rosner text of the Passion
Play, told me: *Practically
everybody in Oberammergau has
watched the first two installments
of ‘Holocaust.' The impact has
been tremendous. There is a feeling
of shock throughout much of
Oberammergav. Many pcopie are

walking around the streets of the
villagé" saying, 'God’s sake! and
shaking their heads in disbelief.

-:How did we let that happen?”

EN

The . Oberammergau Town
Council has . sent" "around a
questionnaire to all the villagers
inviting them to sign up for the
1980 Passion Play. In light of the
shocked feeling in the village in the
wake . of *Holocaust’ many are
refusing to answer the
questionnaire, and it is now being
extended for another eight days.

Several hundred of the younger
villagers identified with the Rosner
text have indicated that they will
refuse to act in the Daisenberger
version of the Passion Play which
has been condemned by Christian

and Jewish authorities. alike as- -

“structurally anti-Semitic."” Some
Oberammergau officials ‘told me

that they now hope that the

reaction to *Holocaust’ will play an
important role in influencing the
rejection of the anti-Jewish
Daisenberger text of the play.
There were a good number of
negative and hostile reactions of
Germans who asked, “Why reopen
old wouuds? We should forget all
this. It is enough time already.”
Heinz Galinski, head of the
Jewish community in West Berlin,
said that “the reaction of the
Jewish ccmmunity throughout the
West Gerinany had been positive,”
adding that he had received many

-moral

calls from Jews and non-Jews
alike. There are about 27,000 Jews
in West Germany loday, a tragic

remnant of the more than 500 000, .-

Jews who

lived  in
Germany. T

pre-war

Galinski said the “timing of the
showing was perfect. It comes ata
time when there is talk again of the
Auschwitz lie,” a reference to the
Nazi effort to revise history and
claim that the genocide of Jews
never took place, “when some
students are making jokes again
about Jews, when the statute of
limitations -on Nazi war crimes of
murder is an issue and at a time
when. everybody scems to be
preaching ‘let us forget.™

~Perhaps * the most significant
response of all to “*Holocaust™ was
that of Chancellor Helmut
Schmidt. In a debate in the lower
house of the West German
Parliument  recently Chancellor
Helmut Schmidt commended the
“Holocaust™ series. said the film is

a “must" in connection with the
currenl conlroversy over
extending the legal time limit

under which Nazi war criminals
can be prosecuted. He added that
the series encourages critical and
reflection which *is
important in view of the decision
cach of us must make for himselfin
the course of this year on the
statute of limitations.”

L
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‘Forgotten Jews’

vro26

Fa ashas in Ethiopia:
once rulers, now slaves

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Interreligi Affairs Di
American Je‘;rish Committee

They call themselves “Beta
\Israel,” the House of Israel, and
according to ancient legend, their
origins trace back some 3,000 years
as lineal descendants of King
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.
The Ethiopians call them
Falashas, a term generally taken to
describe the black Jews of that
country. In actual fact, Falashaisa
term of contempt meaning

“strangers” or “living in exile.”.

That pejorative term for the black
Jews of Ethiopia is a description of
their actual condition, especially
today.

Several centuries ago, there were
about a half million Falashas, once
proud warriors, rulers of their own
Ethiopian Kingdom. Today, there
are less than 28,000 in Ethiopia,
mostly around Gondar. They have
been decimated over the decadesin
Ethiopian inter-tribal warfare and
by intense conversion efforts by
missionaries.

Ethiopia’s recent revolution and
civil war, the fighting over Eritrea
and the Ogadon, have resulted in
general havoc, destruction and
refugee flight, only now simmering
down. And it has meant, too, that
several hundred Falasha families

were driven from their homes,

other robbed of land and livestock,
dozens murdered and still others
sold into slavery in the Sudan.

Their poverty is beyond
imagining. Denied the right to own
land, they have become tenant
farmers and craftsmen, who eke
out an average yearly income of
$60 per month. That compares to
$90 for other Ethiopians, and $250
for other Africans, hardly a living
wage for any human being. They
have no hospitals or physicians,
they suffer from disease and
malnutrition, and their present life
expectancy is 36 years. The past
year and a half, however, has seen
the beginnings of a serious work
training, school and medical
program launched in Gondar, in
which Jewish organizations and

the Falashas participate actively.
Despite their tragic, even
abominable, conditions, they
have remained faithful Jews

observing the Biblical way of life

-under. the spiritual guidance of

Kohanim, the priestly leaders.
Since they have lived away from

the mainstream of Jewish life for

nearly a2 thousand years, for
centuries many Rabbinic Jews
found difficulty in acknowledging
them as Jews—even though they
observed all the Biblical rites of the
Torah, including circumecision, the

Jewish festivals and holy ciays, and
the Sabbath.

But their status as Jews has been
clarified, and in 1908 44 chief
rabbis proclaimed their legitimacy
as authentic Jews. The Chief
Rabbis of Israel of today have also
reaffirmed their status as Jews,

. tracing their origins ta the Tribe of

Dan.

In light of this understanding of
their Jewish identity, some 300
Falashas have managed in recent
years to find their way to Israel, the
Promised Land to which they daily
pray to return. These are words of
their prayers from the Falasha
liturgy:

“Hear our prayer, God, King of
the Universe, so that the whole
world can be happy with your rule.
When you help your people Israel,
you help all mankind. Have
mercy on the city of Jerusalem. Let
us enjoy your kingdom with your
Chosen People of Israel.”

Those prayers have not yet been
responded to either by God or by
man. The Falashas are today the
most forgotten Jews in the world,
and the time is long past due for the
Jewish community in the United
States and in Israel to help rescue
them from their suffering, while
there are still some Falashas left
alive to save.

- WORWD
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THE POST ASKED several prominent rcligious and political leaders
to comment on the moral state of America and Amcricans, alluded to
in President Carter's July 15 speech. Here is the response from Rabbi
Tunenbaum, national interreligious affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee, and Jewish spokesman among the 10 religious lead-

ers who met on July 10 with President Carler at Camp David.

WHEN the Pilgrim Fathers —
and Mothers — landed in Ameri-
ca, "The new Zion,"” they:found an

‘astounding cornucopia, a land -

blessed with abundant (and un-
polluted) " rivers, fields, .forests
and mines.

Material abundance was avail-
able to virtually every citizen. All
that was required to achieve ma-
terial success was the living out
of the Puritan virtues of industry
and hard work.

In our early history, such ma.
terial achievement was regarded,
in fact, as a sign of God's special
blessing on his Chosen People, as
the Puritans and their descen-
dants referred to themselves,

Beneath that biblical metaphor
was laid the foundation of a per-
vasive Ethic of Materialism. But
that ethic today has become a
- source of contradiction.

In 20th Century, secular Ameri-

" ca, the advertising industry has

become the engine of the free
enterprise system.

- vouth,

By MARC H.
TANENBAUM

Day in and day oul, advertising
pumps into our culture a single
compulsive message: buy this car,
buy this house, buy this food, buy
this deodorant and you will
achieve instant beauty, instant
instant vitality, instant
gratification.

That is the basis of a culture of
unrestrained consumerism, of
mindless self-indulgence, and
taken to excess — as it fre-
quentily has been — of hedonism.

While morally questionable at
any time, such unlimited self-
indulgence and wastefulness was
endurable when there was a
superabundance of material re-
sources.

" In an age in which we consume,
for example, 40 per cent more oil

than we produce, sugh profligacy -

is a luxury that our economy and
way of life can no longer sustain.
We are compelled therefore to
shift “gears from an Ethic of.
Superabundance to an Ethic of!
Scarcity, and that is the deepest

‘" challenge to our code of moral-_ _

values.

The American people will now -

have to confront seriously for the
first time in our national lives
such inescapable questions -as
these: ;

© What is really important in
our lives?

o How do we achieve personal
happiness that does not depend
on the endless accumulation of
goods?

© What material things do we
need that are absolutely essential
to maintain and sustain. a com-
fortable existence and what can
we do without?

‘'O0'How do we meet our personal
and familial needs and at the
same time remain responsive to
the common welfare, especially
that of the poor and the indigent
elderly?

At their core, these are moral

. value questions, but upon their

successful and constructive reso-
lution may well depend the future

_ of our nation at the end of the

20th Century.

Finally, there is a pervasive
anxiety in our age which, in al-
most unconscious ways, affects
our way of life, including the way
in which we will face the energy
2risis. ’

. We live in- an age of nuclear
weapons in which ..the United

. States nuclear stockpile by itself
615,3&&)

the equivalent of

merry’ won’t work any more

Hiroshimas — could potentially
kill the present world population
12 times over, with equal capacity

.for destruction in the hands of

the Soviet Union.

Pile on top of that chemical and
biological warfare, the threat of
Skylabs, toxic chemical wastes in
some 55,000 dumps polluting our
soil and water, Three Mile Island
radiation “mistakes,” carcino-
genic foods and DC-10s crashing
in flight. )

“We are the first generation to
be told that we may be the last,”
one clergyman recently declared
{:il summarizing our human condi-

on.

Some Americans react by es-
caping into religious privatism,
save your own soul, or the cult of
narcissism. Some escape into
rampant materialism, "Eat and
be merry for tomorrow we die.”

Erich Fromm calls such mater-
ialism the building of an illusory
moat against the insecurities of
the external world. g

However complex and threat-
ening is the world we live in, we
have no alternative but to join
hands in coping with it, to render

‘it less threatening and more hu-

mane, and the energy crisis is a
good place to test our m%t&eg. B
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The Meamni
Relimion Alter 50

Three key religious
leaders accept our
invitation to speak
directly to you.

&
L .1 friends and family
¢TI move away or die
v SToE e ) off. We ourselves

- e
LJ ¢ faith is: vou are not
really alone. Pro-
fessor Julian N. Hart once defined reli-
ion as the feeling that some power is
ring down on us, and that we believe

. retire and relocate
por : in strange places.
s © At such a time
o h : the first word of
& B.

.we must do something about divine

powers who have done something
about us. For the Protestant Christian,
the divine power is not an “It" but a
“Thou.” Faith iwelf is exwemely por-
able in the Protesant scheme. Even
without a pastor or a congregation, we
can be in communion with God. [ doubt
whether anyone, voung or old, remains
a believer verv long unless he or she
feels that somehcw the loneliest prayers
are heard—even if they are not always
answered as we might like,

Yet the most distressing trend in reli-
gion today is the complete individual-
ism, the entirely private approach with
which people seal themselves off from
others.

Reaching out to others

Genting all of one’s religion in the
chamber of private praver, by twisting
on television dials until the healer of our

ice appears, or making our way
through spiritual books from the news-
stand is a poor substitute for a taith that
knows we need each other. The Protes-

Dr. Meotin E Mty s Fairfax Al Cone Distm-
gunbgh‘ hqf_emnf the [ ‘naersiry of Ohicago, wid

ant witness is to the fact that “we are
members one of another,” that “we are
parts of a body of which Jesus Christ is
the head,” that God does not only save
isolated persons from whatever haunts
them or drags them down. He shapes
and saves a “people,” whether it be an-
dent Israel, early Christian disciples, or
late twentieth cenrury generations.

This all means that svhen we reach out
to others, when we show concern and
are of help. we do it not as an insurance
policy for when we might need them.
We aa almost spontaneously, in 2 nat-
ural expression of this social kind of
faith. However. an old Protestant insight
that goes back to John Calvin contends
that people often know where their sal-
vaiion lies—and vet they madly run
from it. So it is that many aging people
retreat into zones of complete private

ursuits of meaning—until it is too late
or them 10 retrieve the company we
need for reinforcement and care. Is it
ever too late? We have to cultivate the ant
of brezking down barriers between
pecple while stll respecting zones of
appropriate privacy.

Protestanis have no monopoly on the
eighth chapter of the brilliant lener to
the Romans, but they gladly join with
other Christians in asserting that noth-
ing—including death—will separate
them from the love of God in Jesus
Christ. Love is stronger than death. That
faith also means that in the years of
lengthening shadows we need to show
and receive more love, for it is the light
that compensates for and holds back the
darkness that would otherwise over-
whelm us.

by MARC H. TANENBAUM

CC™\ID age is

not a de-

feat but a vicory,

«{ not a punishment

but a2 privilege. In

' education we

#" stress the impor-

t | tance of the adjust-

= ./ * ment of the young

s 470 sociery. Our task

ok is to call for the ad-
S O

justment of society
Thpse penetrating words were spo-

[4

“’; g

-
7
- '
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to the old.”

——

friend, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,
in a memorable address delivered be.
fore the 1961 White House Conference
on Aging.

Today, the nation’s elderly popula.
tion exceeds 24-million; by the year
2030 the Census Bureau estimates it wijl
total 55-million. The aging of Americu
thus presents our society with unprece.
dented problems—and opportunities.

We face a twin problem: the antitude
of society to the old as well as the ani-
tude of the old to benig old.

America is a youth- and achievemen-
oriented-society. Judaism and Chris-
tianity need 1o help all Americans real-
ize that the worth of a nis notto be
measured by his or her usefulness 1o
society, but rather that a human being is
valuable in himself cr herself.

To this dignity of human life, Jewish
tradition calls for special honor to be
accorded our senior citizens: “You must
rise up in the presence of the hoary-
headed, and defer to the aged ... "
(Leviticus 19:32).

Strengthening one’s awareness

Reverence for our senior citizens
must become an essential part of ele-
mentary education at school and, above
all, in every home. In the last analysis,
the test of a civilization is how it rever-
ences the grandeur of human life and
especially how it behaves toward its sen-
ior citizens.

But if honor amaches tc old age, Sa-
cred Scripture also recognizes that the

length of days may bring moments of

doubt and anguish. For too many, old
age often is an age of anguish, of inner
emptiness, loneliness, and boredorn.
The fear of being considered “old.” of
being useless and rejected by familyand
society, is a traumatic obsession.

The only answer to such anguish is a
sense of sx%gﬁcam aging. Recreation,
the mere killing of time, is no substitute
for celebration, and hobbies are no
exchange for ritual.

It should be a manter of common con-
cern to all religious congregations that
older members ‘be brought into the
fullest possible participation in religious
services and liturgy. Ritual is not only
the vehicle of individual or group wor-
ship, but also an expression of the
meaning of life, of the religious inter-
pretation and celebration of life that
enables the senior citizen to cope with
disappointment and failure, with evil,
and with death itself.

Religion can also strengthen the older
person’s awareness of community in 3
caring congregation—of sharing friend-

Rubbi Tunenbaurn, nanional ouerreious offulrs
director of the Americanj ewish Comniiaee, senvd
as vice-chasrman of the White Howuse Conference

onAging in 1961 and s amember of the plarming




ship and affection and experiences in
common. For ritual and praver enable
human beings to remain open to the
wonder and mystery of existence, (0
lend a touch of glory to daily deeds.

by THEODOREM HESBURGH.C.S.C |

AITH is, can be,
g , and should be
f ] imporuant at every
‘ stage of a person’s
(‘ e life. 1 sav faith rath-

ST e er than religion
, . because without
¢ . *“ae  faith, there is no
E’ o We—e lrue
" = whereas with faith,

L_M religion becomesa. | i oo

vital part of one’s |

life. Faith leads naturally to worship, to
pra)l‘er. to peace of mind and security of
sou
There is, of course, a great difference
in faith as poswssed by a child, amid the
normal doubts and difficulues of ado-
lescence and growing up. Faith takes on
a larger role as we are burmed a bit by
life's acids For those who persevere in
reserving, nurturing, and growing in
ith, this great gift cecomes a strong
staff in adulthood and later vears.

Without faith, all is lost

Franz Werfel, in izis wonderful book
The Song o Bemadere savs (o his read-
ers: “For who have faith, no ex-
planation of this story is necessary; for
those without faith, no explnnalion is
possible.”

Here is a modern Jewish wnter beau-
tifully describing the story of Our Lady's
a rance 1o the peasant girl Berna-

ere at Lourdes in France. What he says
of faith could be applied to so many of
the trials and afflictions that increasingly
pour in g)nuszbweappmdxand
enter our later years.

Everyone can make his or her own
list: deaths of dear ones, sickness, lone-
liness, ill health, disappearing re-
sources, loss of friends and, ofien
enough, family. Without faith, no expla-
nation is possible. One just becomes
bitter, angrv, impatient. resentful.

With faith, one accepts what comes
from the hand of a2 loving God. prays for
patience, understanding, courage, and
endurance, and says with the poet
Francis Thom (Hound of Heczen):
“Is my pain after all, shade of His hand
outstretched lovingly?”

Faith and religion mellow us when
we get vlder. Faith is not a crutch. buca
strong staff that keeps us walking towards
God and etemity, with serene and sure
steps. d

Father Theodore M. Heshurgh. CS.C. s Preswlent
of the Unaversiry of Nowe Dame.

religion—-
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I‘Superstar May Fire Up

Amencan Anti-Semitism

NEW YORK (JTA)--

. Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum,
national interreligious af--

" ——

fairs director of the Ameri-
~can Jewish Committee,
urged Universal Pictures which
has produced the film, ‘“Jesus
Christ-Superstar,"” to give ‘“‘the
consideration to the pos- .
sible implications™ of making the
film available in Spanish, Portu-
guese and [Italian languages to
Latin American and Italy in view
of recent anti-Semitic eprsadﬁ in
those areas.

The AJCommittee official also ex

rmedregrelt}mtu:eheadd'

Universal Pictures “made a de-
cision not to meet
with a represen-
tative delegaunu'
of lay and

cerns ansmg out Rabbi
of the film's pre- Tanenbaum
‘sentation of the' Jewish pmg!e
‘Judaism and Israel. -

Rabbi Tanenbaum made uuse
points in a letter to H.H. Martin,
president of Universal Piclures,
dated July 19 and released to the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. The
letter was sent to Martin after Lew
Wasserman, president of the

“ Music Corporation of America
which is the parent company of
Universal Pictures, declined to
meet ‘with Elmer L. Winter,
AJCommittee president, - .

In his letter to Martin, Rabbi
Tanenbaum noted that it was the
hope of the delegation to have an
opportunity to discuss “in an open
and constructive fash:on some of
the basic cancerns” regarding the
film. In outlining the concerns
Rabbi Tanenbaum stated that “in
recent- months; there have taken

place a series of quite serious an-

ti-Semitic episodes in parts of
Latin America, in particular
Argamna. as well as in northern
Italy.!

He nnud that in both cases
*'politically reactionary elements,
that have also been involved in
traditional, ultra-conservative
aspects of church life. have used
the classic “Christ-killer' canard

- against Jews as a religious
justiflication for their exploitalion
of anll&emmsm for ldeological
purposes...

In hght ol these concerns, Rabbi
Tanenbium continued, **we should
hope that Universal Pictures
would give the deepest con-
sideration lo the possible im-
plications of making available
Jesus Christ-Superstar in Spanish,
Portuguese and Italian languages.
which will unquestionably [leed
these anti-Jewish elements in
* these countries. We have a similar

concern about the possible anti-

, Jewish uses to which this film may

be put in Germany and Austria in
which there continues to be a

. strong residuum of both religious

and ideological anti-Semitism sin.
cethe days of nazi Germany." ~

" Continuing, Rabbi Tanerbaum

noled that as a result of a series of
recent studies that the AJCom-

mitlee has prepared on Arab

propaganda throughout the United
States, Latin America, the
European continent, and in parts
of. Asia and Africa, “we are per-
~ suaded that certain Arab govern-
ments, which have been exploiting
Christian themes of anti-Semitism,

may well find this film an im-

portant supplement to their anti-
Jewish and aau-lsrul promgamh
cnmpnign

". Rabbi ‘l‘uneubaum also ex-

concern about the way in

. which this film “with this negative
. and hestile portrayal of the Jewish
priests, the Jewish people, the tem-
-ple scene, and other troublesome

images and rhetoric will be com-

‘municated through the television

screen in millions of homes in this

country and abroad.” )
+Ideally it would help minimize

confusion and misunderstanding if

“you would arrange to insert a

prologue and epilogue for Lhe tv
films, as well as for the overseas
foreign language version of the
film, that would make it clear that
this film is intended for en-
tertainment purposes and is not to
be misconstrued as a theological or
historical document.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum also urged
Martin “to indicate that the Second
Vatican Council of the Roman
Catholic Church and the World
Council of Churches, among other
Christian bodies, have olficially
repudiated the *‘Christ-killer"
charge -and that this-film is”in-
tended in no way to give credence
to that rejected anti-Jewish
teaching." :
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Falashas-Th- Most Forgott nJ ws

They call themselves ‘‘Beta
Israel,” the House of Israel, and
according to ancient legend, their
origins trace back some 3,000 years
as lineal descendants of King
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.
The Ethiopians call them Falashas,
a term generally taken to describe
the black Jews of that country. In
actual fact, Falasha is a term of
contempt meaning ‘‘strangers” or
“living in exile.” That pejorative
term for the black Jews of Ethiopia
is a description of their actual
condition, especially today.

Several centuries ago, there were
about a half million Falashas, once

f “proud warriors, rulers of their own

Ethiogian Kingdom. Today, there
are less than 28,000 Falashas left in

*_the 490 isulated villages in the

' missionaries. Ethiopia’s recent .
revolution and civil war, the fighting :

central highlands of Ethiopia,
mostly around Gondar. They have
been decimated over the docades in
Ethiopian inter-tribal warfare and
by intense conversion efforts by"

over Eritrea and the Ogadon, have.
resulted in general havoc,
destruction and refugee flight, only
now simmering down. And it has
meant, too, that several hundred

' Falasha families were driven from

|
:
4

their homes, others robbed of land
and livestock, dozens murdered and

. still others sold into slavery in the

Sudan.

Their poverty is beyond

. imagining. Denied the right to own

land, they have become tenant

" farmers and craftsmen, who eke out
an average yearly income of $60 per

i

month. That compares to $930 for

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee

Africans, hardly a living wage for
any human being. They have no
hospitals or physicians, they suffer
from disease and malnutrition, and
their present life expectancy is 36
years. .

Despite their tragic, even
abominable, conditions, they have
remained faithful Jews observing
the Biblical way of life under_the
spiritual guidance of Kohanim.
Since they have lived away from the
mainstream of Jewish life for nearly
a thousand years, for centuries
many Rabbinic Jews found dif-
ficulty in acknowledging them as
Jews - even though they observed all
the Biblical rites of the Torah.

But their status as Jews has been
clarified, and in 1908, 44 chief rabbis
proclaimed their legitimacy as
authentic Jews. The chief Rabbis of
Israel of today have also reaffirmed
their status as Jews, tracing their
origins to the Tribe of Dan, -

In light of this understanding of

their Jewish identity, some 300
Falashas have managed in recent
years to find their way to Israel, the
Promised Land to which they daily
pray to return, These are words of
their prayers from the Falasha
liturgy:
“Hear our prayer, God, King of the
Universe, so that thewholeworld can
be happy with your rule. When you
help your people Israel, you help all
mankind. Have mercy on the city of
Jerusalem. Let us enjoy your
kingdom with your Chosen People in
Israel.” , -

Those prayers have not .yet been
responded to either by God or by

_man. The Falashas are today the

most forgotten Jews in the world,
and the time is long past due for the
Jewish community in the United
States and in Israel to help rescue
them from their suffering, while
there are still some Falashas left
alive to save. '

..' other Ethiopians, and $250 for other -

¥ Group Announces Eveuls"l

a3 -
. off far students narticinating in 2

. a1 S n—n‘nl.h



Mourn'ng a man fora seasons

By RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

was a warm, personal friend over

ARCHBIS‘HOP FULTON J. SHEEN

the last two decades, anrl I w:ll

* miss°hin sorely.

We first met in 1057 In Washlnstun I
was then involved in helping to organize a
White House conference on foreign aid and
trade, whose purpose was to relieve hunger
and poverty throughout the world

Archbishop Sheen, by then a nationally
prominent TV personality, spoke in his
magnetic manner about the Bible's moral
claims on Christians, and Jews to care for
the orphan, the widdw, the stranger It was
a blockbuster talk, and to me he sounded
like one of the great Jewish prophets, 1sai
ah or Amos. We.embraced after that talk,

- and it became clear to both of us that the
* biblical values and ideals of caring for the

dignity of human beings and social justice
bound us together more powerfully than
the theologies on which we respectfully
differed.

During Vatican Council I, between 1962
and 1965, we met several times again in
Rome and discussed In friendship and can

. dor two Vatican declarations that concern
religious liberty and
~Catholic-Jewish relations. As a “superstar”

ed both of us:

in the Vatican, his views carried a great
deal of weight, and he made strong inter
ventions with Pope John XXIIT and Pope
Paul VI urging the adoptlon of both these
historic declarations, which became the
basis for the vast improvement in relations
between Catholics and Jews in the Umted

‘States and elsewhere.

When he was Bishop of l!ochestsr NY

Archbishop Sheen invited me to share a i

platform with him at an all-day conference,
one of the first major meetifigs of Cath
olics and Jews in this country since Vati-
can Council 11 condemned anti-Semitism
and called for “mutual respect and frater-
nal dinlogue” between the Catholic Church

and the Jewish people. We stood together

in the beautiful sanctuary of Temple B'rith
Kodesh on the wintry. evening of Feb. 22,
1867. Despite the heavy snowstorm, some
2,500 Catholics and Jews packed the syna-
gogue, The feeling of history was electric
in that house of God.

In & magnificent half-hour talk,

Archbishop Sheen spoke words of deep .

respect for Judaism and love for the Jew-
ish people that few Jeéws, dnd probably few
Christians, would have expected this
superevangelist to utter. With warm humor
and rich biblical scholarship, he declared:

L f‘,=I tell you Christian pegple that to dqn:r

' ‘We stood together
as 2,500 Catholics and

Jews packed the temple
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this Jewish hei‘llage and background woule
be like denying your own parentage. ... We
will express to thé Jewish people the same

‘love that God has expressed and still does.

Jews and Christians are God's people.”
Similarly, Archbishop Sheen spoke of
God's promise of the Holy Land to the
Jewish people, and of the suffering of
Jews and Christians under the Nazis and
the Soviet Communists. “Maybe these days
of blackness and persecution through

 which we both have passed will, draw us

closer and closer together,” he declared.
He concluded his talk to a roaring stand-
ing ovation, and then Archbishop Sheen
walked over to me and embraced me, an
embrace that seemed to close an alienation
gap of 1,900 years.
One of the choicest recollections that I

-have of Archbishop Sheen concerns an epi-

sode that took place earlier this year, The
archbishop had undergone open-heart sur-
gery, and he was unable to digest solid
foods. At 5:30 on a spring afternoon, 1 was
_walking through the lobby of the archbish-
“.op's apartment house on E. 77th St. and 1 -
Jran into John Heyman, president of the
New Media Bible. *
When, Heyman, a British Jew and a dis-
tinguished film producer, had been
preparing, some time before, a film on the
New Testament, he asked me if 1 would
Interest Archbishop Sheen in serving as

-narrator of the Gospel of ‘Luke. I arranged

a ‘dinner meeting for the three of us, and .
Archbishop Sheen enthusiastically accept-
ed In the process of working together on
the project, the archbishop and Mr. Hey-

man had become very good friends.

N THAT SPRING afternoon, Hey
man was carrying a plastic béag
“What are you doing here?” I asked
him “Archbishop Sheen cannot eat solid
foods, and his doctor said that chicken
soup would be good for him, so I'm bring
ing the archbishop his daily portion of
chicken soup,” he replied.
_ The last time we saw pach other was
just a féw months ago whén we met in St
Patrick's Cathedral.on the occasion of .the
Pope's visit. I went over to greet him, and
he stood up, embraced me and, with a twin-
kle in his eyes, sald: "Rabbi, it's wonderful
to see you again. You know, that chicken
soup saved my life!”
And it was a remarkable ljife at that —
for a prince of a man, who was also ¢
prince of God.

Rabbt Tanenbaum is national intereligiou:
affairs director of the American Jewish Com-

_ mittee.
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CDMI'AI.!NG. George M, 'Elsw. center, president of the M\eﬂcan Red Cross, visited lsrael
- and inspected the Magen David Adom emergency services. Heud‘mnchzthngwaﬂ\a

patient brought in by one of the MDA ambulances. Elsey said he last visited israel more than

20 years ago-and was i

mpressed
MDA " Israel’s equivalent of the

by the “greatly expanded facilities nﬂeredmepeopiedkrad

ican Red Cross,
hree clues see:\:ruce extension

‘to Pope’s warm
pro-israel stand

By RABRI mc H. TANENBAUM
(Natienal Derector,

Mﬁnﬂ 4.“

People around the world have been ask-
ing this past week, what kind of Pope will -
Juhn Plulihc? lnﬂ‘iﬁbly,thutfw:

the Jewi also ask, 'I.rl"ape
john Pauﬁﬁ“lnr the Jews?™
There are at least three episodes in

which the Pope as Cardinal Albino Luciani

point to a future for Vatican-
Jewish relati under his Papacy. In
March 1977, nal Lucani per_wqally

S e
to Judaism, of hi for
je;!'iahp_mpl: <P

Ellm hyl.luNa:n.CandmalLu-
Lot his korror over the Naz
Hnlnnul,

aust, condemned
ledgﬂ:llhllhewouldlendhutﬁmuln

anti-Semitism, and.

ﬂlemuud’mn-s;mn'_

_]OHANNESBURG — Some ‘6,
South’ African Jews, abot
per cent of the population, has left South
Africa in 1978, it was reported tzc!ma
‘Greenspan, retiring chairman of the Na-
tional Conferénce on Jewish Education
Board. Of those who left last year. 1,600
went to Israel,
and 415 in 1975.

' after a declaration of principles.

beyond October

is minimum goal
(Consimurd from page 1)

atile codewords of the Arab-lsrael conflict,

theybe-

lieved that the U.S. would have no choice at

“Camp David hut to put l'orw:rd. some

“documentation” on a of prin-

written after Israel and L quickly
turned down each other's and a
deadlock seemed certain.

However, was being made .at

to reach a separate pact

if King Hussein of Jordan con-
tinued to refuse to enter the

been

The purpose of such a declara-

ton, Sadat I'mpuchlmtd--—adatmmn-

bought by the U.S. — was to encour-

negotiate.

%

,  imgly
. age Hussewn to

Kixsin who, as of
. Henry ger Secnury
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Jews In Crisis

The Untold History
"Conventional Jewish history deals
with the creation of the State of
Israel and the massacre of Eu-

© rope's Jews in @ way designed to
enhance the reputations of the
Jewish leaders and to belittle the
contributions of those who op-
posed them. Because this history
bears significantly on today’s e-
vents, The Stepping Stone Fund
will present during the coming
months a version of history con-
sistent with the views of those
who opposed the policies of the
Jewish establishment.

) The Revolt

Jewish officialdom has put great
emphasis on the role of the U.N.
in the creation of Israel.-in fact, it
was the armed struggle of the
Irgun and Lehi that forced the
British evacuation of Palestine,
the essential predondition for the
establishment of the state, Official
Jewry opposed the revolt and col-’
laborated with the British to
suppress it. :

The Silence_
To explain the silence of Amari-
can Jews during the German mas-
sacres, conventional Jewish histo-
ry stresses the secrecy of the Nazi
actions. However, German plans

Jewish immigration 1 Palestine,
the British closed the doors of the
Jewish homeland. British policy
effectively doomed European
Jewry as there was no other
country willing to accept substan-
tial numbers of Jews.

Israel under Pressure

A combination of powerful politi-
cal and commercial forces have
joined to undermine lsrael’s posi-
tion in the Middle East. Promin-
ent American Jews have been en-
listed in the campaign. The tech-
nique has been to picture Israel as
the main obstacle to peace. Thus
administration spokesmen hail the
Arabs for every peaceful gesture,
no matter how superficial, and
condemn lsrael for refusing to
surrender vital interests,

Disturbing Echoes
Ditferences between the Carter
administration and lIsrael have
created anxiety among America's

-Jews. Even at the highest levels,

Jewish figures have publicly aired
their differences with Israeli pol-
icy. The negotiations with the
Arabs will be difficult at best. The
last thing Israel needs is nervous
American  Jews kibitzing' from
the sidelines.

Dur P

e TEvalEd-to-lewidh-loaters s
least os early a3 August, Imw
to the public several months later,

American Jews, fearful of stimu-
lating anti-semitism, tried to make
themselves as inconspicuous as
passible. Thus, throughout the
war, they refused to make re-
scue an issus,

Churchill, FOR and the Jews
British mideastern policy support-
ed by the United States during
W.W. |l was unabfished appease-
ment of the Arabs. Inasmuch as
Arab leaders were opposed to

During the next months, we
intend to tell the story of the
heroic underground fighters for
Jewish freedom and the not so
heroic struggle of the American
Jows to evoid involvement with
the fate of their European bro-
thers and sisters. The frequency
and scope of our articles depend
on the generosity of the Jewish
‘public. It is our intention that
American Jews not be used as

" pawns by the enemies of lIsrael.

For it will be the Jews of Israel
who will bear the burden.

Vs cncuctioie contiiations for this program ehould e
mace 10 The Smpping Swoe Fond et the sddren beow,

THE STEPPING STONE FUND

AOBEAT WEWTRAUS, Sacratary Trasurer
175 Fitth Awenue « New York, N.Y. 10010

Saudi presence
weighs heavily
on Camp David

{Continmed frem poge 1}
after century by the strongest and wiliest of
rulers: They were betrayed by Britain over
the Balfour Dedaration, by France over
DeGaulle's imperiousness, by the United
Nations over power politics. And they re-
mmhu'ﬂmthurgxmhem Franklin D,

motivated both countries to pursue a
Eﬂmﬂ

have a common enemy, the Soviet Union,

Y udammﬁund hUmdSmu.

elafonsen e

Cimrwaas sates cmaps

it, was too preocrupied with more
pressing problems to afford 2 humane at-
utudemuud:jmwbomuld have been
saved from Hitler.

Is it reasonable of Carter, rememberi
l“l.httl’h.l?.w 33
the fews on Begin and give
Rnu-:rdundjnhmund'fm:n:.

. Arabist to the National Security

cessor a blank check endorsable to the
Arabs?

Is it reasonable of Carter to expect that
American Jews will accept as a reasonable
equation the appointment of Edward San-
ders as a liaison between him and the
Jewish community and the appointment of
William Quandt, a2 foremost American
t Council?

Even if we accept the theory that Carter
must cater to the Saudis out of sheer neces-

, Sity (a most dubious assumption) would

Carmmhnmskdlﬁdmodemwrr

he were to recognize that Begin, whatever
ﬁnlnalnahlyamn!andvnmlpmp]qmy
find in him, n_:ﬁ authentic, representative

of an auth
| Begin full

y
lsn't it time to accord recogni-
lmnnthehmckﬁmmrufawe@
mnﬂmdlcmlheiﬂlhmmqi
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1. Five year transition period.

2. Full autonomy for inhabitants.

3. Israeli troops in specified
bases. -

Cite Human Factor
In Mideast Accords
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|To Your Good Health|

Immunize Against Childhood Diseases

By MSOR. JAMES CASSIDY, Ph.D.
Diroctor of Hoolth & Hospltals
New York Catholic Charities

You are responsible for your
life and the care you give your
body. Whether you are enjoying
good health is, in part, the result
of the care you give your bedy. If
you neglect your body or abuse it
with poor diet, excessive alcohol
‘or smoking, you are jeopardiz-
ing your health. your life.
Preventive bealth care is the
key to living a longer, healthier
life. If you are a parent, you are
also respansible for the health of
your children. The health habits
you teach your children now will
remain with them their whole
lives. Preventive health care
will help your children reach
their adult years as healthy pec-
ple.

Most parents feel they are Lak-
ing good care of their children
And yet, a recent TV news
report stated that approximate-

Iy 30% of the children starting

nesses and have no cure. but

school this September in New
York City were not properly im-
munized against childhood dis-
eases. The Center for Disease
Control in Atlanta, Georgia.
reports that more than one-third
of the nation’s children under 15
years of age have not been fully
immunized. They estimate 25
million children are vulnerable
to mumps: 15 million bave not
been vaccinated against
diptheria, whooping cough and
tetanus; more than 12 million
children have not had measles
shots and 19 million children are
not protected against polio.

It is hard to believe that in this
day so many children are not
protected against these
dangerous diseases. Perhaps
because the word “"epidemic” is
hardly used nowadays. parents
feel all these diseases are non-
existent and there is no need to
have their children immunized
Not so! True. these are viral ill-

ion against these ill-

kidney and nervous system.
Whooping cough can lead to
ia and death and is es-

nesses can protect child

Complications caused by
many of these childhood dis-
eases can kill or leave lifelong
marks on their victims. Measles
can lead to deafness, blindness.
pneumonia, encephalitis and
mental retardation. If a preg-
nant woman contracts Rubella
(German Measles) during her
first month of pregnancy. there
i15a 50% chance her baby will be
born with a birth defect:
cataracts, congenital heart dis-
ease. deafness or mental retar-
dation.

Mumps can cause
encephalitis. pancreatitis,
kidney disease, deafness. eye
disorders. delirium, convulsions
and meningitis. It can also cause
sterility in adult males,
Diphtheria is fatal in 10% of
those who contract it. and it can
cause problems in the heart,

pecially dangerous to infants.
Although most children will
have mild cases of childbood ill-
nesses, complications are possi-
ble. Immunization will protect
your child during his childhood
vears and as an adult. Adults
who are not immunized. either
by baving the disease as
children or by innoculation. run
the risk of catching these dis-
eases if they are exposed.

-

Blessed
James
| Laval

On October 22, 1978, as the
Church observes Mission Sun-
day, and as the Archdiocese of
New York commemorates the
125th Anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the Society for

If you or your children have
not received necessary im-
munizations. check with your
doctar. An ounce of prevention
is better than a lifetime of guilt
and pain, should a member of
your family contract one of
these diseases and suffer com-
plications. Don’t shorichange
vour child. Allow him. through
proper immunization against
childhood disease. to reach his
adult years in good health

Pope John Paul and The Jews

(Continued from Page 1)

* preciation of both the g

* and the tragedy of Jewish life
apparently carried over to Car-
dinal Luciani’s spontaneous un-
derstanding of the importance
of lIsrael to th Jewish people.
In an interview that he gave to
Maariv, the influential [sraeli
newspaper on December 8. 1972,
Cardinal Luciani declared:

" certainly view favorably
the return of the Jews to
Palestine, and believe that,
after being dispersed for all
these years, they are at last en-
titled to a state of their own.'”

While noting that there were
those in the Catholic Church who
believed that the modern-day
Jewish state contradicted one of
Christianity's historic beliefs
which viewed the wretched state
of the Jews among nations as a

Turning to the issue of
Jerusalem. Cardinal Luciani
stated that (Christian)
“pilgrims returning from
Jderusalem said they were very
satisfied... The Church does not
wish to control Jerusalem, only
o worshp in the holy places.”

His views then seem to an-
tivipate the present policy of the
Holy See which has recently
abandoned the traditional posi-
tion of calling for the inter-
naticnalization of the city of
Jerusalein. advocating instead
an international statute that
would give extraterritorial
status to all holy places.

The practical implications of
Pope John Paul's direct and
open (eelings towards Jews and
Isracl were perhaps most clear-
ly reflected in his first public
ref te the Middle East

for not

» Jesus as the
told Maariv:

1. however, do nol view the
return of the Jewish people to its
land today as a contradiction of
any religious principle of
Cnristianity. [t does. perhaps,
contradict. .traditional  beliefs
prevalent in the Christian world
over the centuries: but that can
be overcome.” And. as if for
emphasis, he added.

“‘For my part. | have no doubt
that there is a link between the
Jews and Palestine.”

since he became FPope.

Al his first weekly general

may emerge from the Camp
Dawid summit talks,

Swch a “just solution” could
eome about. the Pope said. only
il the problems of *the Palesu-
nians, the security of Israel, and
the holy city of Jerusalem
were solved. This conllict. he
added. ““which has been fought
for more than 30 years in the
land of Jesus has already caused
50 many victims and so much
suffering. both among Arabs and
Israelis.

Vaticanologists concur that
this is the first time that any
Pope has spoken in such
halanced terms about Arabs and
Israelis, and it is certainly the
first clear and wnambiguous
recugnition by anv recent Pope
of the needs of “'the security of
Israel.”

As P'atriarch of Venice. Pope
John Paul T took a tough stand
againsi Catholic collaboration
wilth Communists, urging that

on Sep 6. 1978,
the pontifi asked the cheering
crowd of some 10.000 people to
pray_for “a special intention
very close to my heart” —that
“a just and complete peace’

LCatholics could not vole for

promoting detente with the
Soviet Union and East European
Communist countries.
Conceivably his personal abhor-
rence of Communist denial of
religious liberty and human
rights will be of some conse-
quence to the fate of millions of
Christians and Jews under
Soviet dornination.

Pope John Paul, as is evident
from. his writings and recent

p ar
orthodox Catholic doctirine
regarding evangelization as the
first priority of the Church,
speaks of *'the uniqueness of the
Catholic Church,” and embraces
“all people in the world..as
brothers amd sisters in Christ
Jesus."* Those are heady
theological doctrines with
problematic implications for
Jews, Protestants, and others
among the world's four billion
peoples who do not share his
religious commitment.

But given his smiling, sunny
i ition, his | care for

the Propagation of the Faith. the
Holy Ghost Fathers will
celebrate the first beatification
of one of their members. On that
day, Pope John Paul [ will place
the Church's seal of approval on
the life and work of Father
James Laval, doctor. priest,
missionary.

Born in 1803, in Normandy.
James Laval first decided to be
a doctor, and after graduating
from Medical School set up a
practice in a little village in
France. It was a.good life. He
was popular in the village, es-
pecially since he was fairly well-
to-do. and not too concerned
pbout sending bills. His social
life was exciting and while his
days were given to work. his
nights were taken up by a very
full social life—parties, dances
and entertainment. He loved
horses and fine clothes. and
spent lavishly on both. Ashamed
of the fact that he was the only
educated man in the village who
went to church. he gradually
gave up the practice of his
religion. It was a false front
though and his conscience gave
him mo peace. In 1835, after a
nearly fatal accident he made a
sorrowful confession and
returned to the practice of his
faith.

Not long after, he decided to

dian Ocean where he began
ministry among the liberate
slaves that was unmatched in it
difficulty or in its wonderfu
results. Living alone, in a smal
wooden shed, he spent man;
hours each day at prayer and i
teaching religion. Tirelessly b
visited people in' homes. 0
hospitals and in prisons. Soo
the name of Father Laval wa
known to everyone. People o
every condition came to him fo
advice, for help, and especiall
to receive the Sacrament o
Penance. In his fifteen years o
ministry. it is estimated that
was responsible for the conver
sion of 60,000 people. He brough
people of every race. color am
religion together and taugh
themn to live in peace and har
mony.

Beginning in 1856 he suffered ;
series of strokes bringing his ac
tive ministry to an end, but no
his prayer nor his penance
Death came on September 9th
1864, the feast of St. Petel
Claver, .that other great aposth
of the slaves,

When Father Laval arrived ir
Mauritius in 1841 not a soul wa:
there to welcome him: in 186
his body was carried to his grave
accompanied by 40,000 people
1In 1893 the [irst steps were taker
for his beatification, and ir
January, 1978, the late Pope
Paul VI announced that on Mis-
sion Sunday. October 22. 1978, he
would be named ‘‘Blessed
James Laval."

give up the practice of medicine
and to study for the priesthood.
Two years after his ordination
be joined Father Libermann's
newly formed missionary
Society of the Holy Heart

of
Mary. In 1841 he was ito

WILLS PREPARED
For elderly people
a1 thair
WILLIAM J. KEEGAN
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the island of Mauritius in the In-

Cor or pro-C

Socialists. It remains to be seen
what impact the new Pope's
anli-Communist views will have
on the recent Vatican policy of

Framework for Pedace

(Continued from Page 1)
The exact demarcation of the
above areas will be as decided

Thomus Brennun during the peace negotiations.

CMM Director

—....Thomas_B._Brennan of
Fanwood. N.J.. who served
members of the Catholic Press
Association through his ‘exper-

. tise in local and national adver-
tising. died recently.

‘The funeral Mass was offered
at St. Bartholomew's Church,
Scotch Plains, with burial in
Westfield. N.J.

Mr. Brennan was an advertis-
ing salesman from 1939 to 1942
for the Buffalo diocesan news-
paper. then known as the
Catholic Union and Echo. In
1970 he moved to the New York
area to become national sales
director of Catholic Major
Markets, an organization he
helped o found in 1968. He
retained that post until his
death.

Mr. Brennan is survived by
his wife, Betty: two daughters,
Sharon and Karen. four
grandchildren: a sister and
brother.

Early warning stations may
exist to insure compliance with
the terms of the agreement.

United Nations forces will be
stationed: (a) in part of the area
in the Sinai lying within about 20
kilometers of the Mediterranean
Sea and adjacent to the inter-
national border, and (b) in the
Sharm el Sheikh area to ensure
freedom of passage through the
Strait of Tiran: and these forces
will not be removed unless such
removal is approved by the
Security Council of the United
Nations with a unanimous vole
of the five permanent members,

After a peace trealy Is signed,
and after Lhe interim
withdrawal is complete, normal
relations will be established
between Egypt and Israel. in-
cluding  full recognition, in-
cluding diplomatic. economic
and cultural relations: termina-
tion ol economic boycolls and
barriers to the free movement
of goads and people: and mutual

Funeral Directors, Inc,

A modern funeral home

disti

guished by the trad

| excellence

of its service to the community.

1076 Madison Ave., (cr. S1st Street)
New York, New York

BUtterfield 8-2900

protection of citizens by the due
process of law.
Interim Withdrawal

Between three months and
nine months after the signing of
the peace treaty, all lsraeli
forces will withdraw east of a
line extending [rom a point east
of El Arish to Ras Muhammad.
the exacl location of this line to
be determined by mutual agree-
ment.

people. and beyond that. his
impressive track record
regarding Jews. Israel, and
human rights. it will be a
pleasure to dialogue with such a
“mentsch,” and even to dis-

agree agreeably. (Religioos
News Service)
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They call themselves “Beta Is-
rael,” the House of Israel, and ac-
cording to ancient legend, their
origins trace back some 3,000
years as lineal descendants of
King Solomon and the Queen of
Sheba. The Ethiopians call them
Falashas, a term generally taken
to describe the black Jews of that
country. In actual fact, Falasha is
a term of contempt meaning
“strangers” or “living in exile.”
That pejorative term for the black
Jews of Ethiopia is a description
of their actual condition, espe-
cially today.

Several centuries ago, there
were about a half million
Falashas, once proud warriors,
rulers of their own Ethiopian
Kingdom. Today, there are less
than 28,000 Falashas left in the 490
isolated villages in the central
highlands of Ethiopia, mostly
around Gondar. They have been
decimated over the decades in
Ethiopian inter-tribal warfare
and by intense conversion efforts
by missionaries. Ethiopia’s recent
revolution and civil war, the fight-
ing over Eritrea and the Ogadon,
have resulted in general havoe,
destruction and refugee flight,
only now simmering down. And it
has meant, too, that several hun-
dred Falasha families were dri-
ven from their homes, others rob-
bed of land and livestock, dozens
murdered and still others sold
into slavery in the Sudan.

Their poverty is beyond imagin-
ing. Denied the right to own land,
they have become tenant farmers
and craftsmen, who eke out an av-
erage yearly income of $60 per
month. That compares to $90 for
other Ethiopians, and $250 for
other Africans, hardly a living
wage for any human being They
have no hospitals or physicians,
they suffer from disease and mal-
nutrition, and their present life
expectancy is 36 years. The past
year and a half, however, has seen
the beginnings of a serious work
training, school and medical pro-
gram launched in Gondar, in
which Jewish organizations and

Rabbi Tanenbaum is National
Interreligious Affairs Director of the

American Jewish Committee,

FALASHAS: THE MOST
FORGOTTEN JEWS

BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

the Falashas participate actively,
Despite their tragic, even abo-
minable, conditions, they have
remained faithful Jews observing
the Biblical way of life under the
spiritual guidance of Kohanim,
the priestly leaders. Since they
have lived away from the main-
stream of Jewish life for nearly a
thousand years, for centuries
many' Rabbinic Jews found diffi-
culty in acknowledging them as
Jews — even though they observer
all the Biblical rites of the Torak
including circumecision, the
Jewish festivals and holy day;

o iy

and the Sabbath.

But their status as Jews has
been clarified, and in 1908, forty-
four chief rabbis proclaimed their
legitimacy as authentic Jews, The
Chief Rabbis of Israel of today
have also reaffirmed their status
asJews, tracingtheir origins to the
Tribe of Dan.

In light of this understanding of
their Jewish identity, some 300
Falashas have managed in recent
years to find their way to Israel,
the Promised Land to which they
daily pray to return. These arc
words of their prayers from the
Falasha liturgy:

“Hear our prayer, God, King of
the Universe, so that the whole
world can be happy with your
rule. When you help your people
Israel, you help all mankind. Have
mercy on the city of Jerusalem.
Let us enjoy your kingdom with
your Chosen People in [srael®

Those prayers have not yet been
responded to either by God or by
man. The Falashas are today the
mos! forgotten Jews in the world,
and the time is long past due for
the Jewish community in the
United States and in Israel to help
rescue them from their suffering,
while there are still some
Falashas left alive'to save,

The bonds of Jewish people-
hood with the forgotten Falashas
must now be strengthened, their
suffering reduced, and the recent
growing attempts to give their
prayers for redemption meaning
must now occupy a more central
place in the consciousness of Jews
and of all who cherish human
rights and freedom. o
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Special To The JTA

BY MARC H. TANENBAUM

(Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
national interreligious affairs
director of the American Jewish
Committee, was script consultant

to the NBC-TV ‘“‘Holocaust"”
series.)
NEW YORK (JTA) — Nothing

— no book, no TV documentary,
no film, no lecture — has touched
the soul of modern Germany on
the moral watershed tragedy of
the Nazi Holocaust as has the
NBC-TV series, ‘‘Holocaust.
That dramatic but factual
conclusion has emerged from a
series of overseas telephone calls
that I had with public officials in
West Germany, and in particu-
lar, with leaders in the village of
Oberammergau, following the
viewing of the third installment
of “Holocaust.” ,
According to reports from
Germany in major American
newspapers, an estimated 14
million people, or 39 percent of
the 34 million people in the view-
ing audience, watched the third
of the four installments. This was
up from 13 million viewers, or 38
percent last who watched the
second installment, and 11 mil-
lion, or 32 percent, who watched
the first installment.

more than double the predicted 15
percent that was expected to
watch the program over West-
deutsche Rundfunk (WDR) of
Cologne, the regional station co-
ordinating the telecasts. (The
number of people watching the
last installment was not available
at the time of this report.)

The German officials 1 spoke
with said that the figures report-
ed in the American newspapers
were underestimated, and that,
in fact, some 20 million people
ad seen the second installment.
That means that one in three po-
tential regional viewers were
exposed to the “Holocaust" ac-
count. “That audience broke
every record for regional tele-
vision in Germany," one official
told me.”

“Quite Extraordinary”
Experience

of “Holocaust” being televised in
Germany. Many of the viewers
told the TV station authorities
that they either could not go on
watching it, and some said that
they could not sleep and had to
take valium or sleeping pills so
powerful was the program’s
impact.

One authority told me, “The ex-
perience with the program
already has been quite extra-

The effect has even spread to
East Germany where, according
to reports, many living beyond
the West German regional
broadcasting range are demand-
ing to see the series. Regional
television broadcasts can be
received in East Berlin and in
areasalmgthebomdny but
most East German viewers

beyond their range. Aemrdl.ngtn
reports, among the East Ger-
mans who had seen the program
and called to express their reac-
tions, positive comments out-
numbered negative comments
62.

Reactions In Oberammergau

1 spoke with several people in
the village of Oberammergau

BOMB EXPLOSION- -
{Continued from page 1)

_converted into an emergency
‘treatment center.

One Of The Worst Terrorist Acts

The bombing was one of the
worst terrorist acts to hit
Netanya, a seaside resort city
and . center of the diamond
polishing industry. Security
sources said Netanya was
probably targeted by the ter-
rorists because the recent dis-
covery of an El Fatah cell in the
Jerusalem area aborted their
plans for new outrages in the
capital.

The arrests of eight terrorists at
Abu-Dis village near Jerusalem
yielded information that bombs
were about to be placed in the

rantar of Jarucalam and of Math. .

who are involved in an effort to
revise the anti-Semitic version of

1980. Hans Schwaighofer, direc-
tor of the Rosne text of the Pas-

anti-Semitic.”” Some Oberam-
mergau officials told me that

said the Abu-Dis gang was the

" one responsible for bombing the
Mahane Yehuda market in
- Jerusalom last June 88 where two
people were killed and scores
injured.

Other of its terrorist acts in-
cluded planting a bomb at a
Jerusalem fuel depot which killed
the American-born Jerusalem
police sapper, Steve Helms, last
year; planting a bomb on a No. 12
bus in Jerusalem;
bombs in tourist buses and out-

said the Holy Land Hotel near |

Jaffe Gate; and concealing a
bomb in a divan abandoned on a
Jerusalem main street. The gang
may also have been responsible
for the large bomb found con-
cealed in the trunk of a car
parked on a busy Jerusalem
street recently.

they now hope that the reaction to
‘Holocaust’ will play an impor-
tant role in influencing the
rejection of the anti-Jewish Dai-
senberger text of the play.
There were a good number of
negative and hostile reactions of
Germans who asked, “Why
reopen old wounds? We should
forget all this. It is enough time
already."”

‘Jewish Reaction Termed Posltive

Heinz Galinski, head of the
Jewish in West
Berlin, said that ‘“‘the reaction of
the Jewish community through-
out West Germany had been
positive,” adding that he had re-
celved many calls from Jews and
non-Jews alike. There are about
21,000 Jews in West Germany
today, a tragic remnant of the
more than 500,000 Jews whollved
in pre-war Germany.

Galinski said the ‘bming of the
showing was perfect. It comes at
atime when there is talk again of
the Auschwitz lie,” a reference to
the Nazi effort to revise history
and claim that the genocide of
Jews never took place, “when
some students are making jokes
again about Jews, ‘when the
statute of limitations on Nazi war
crimes of murder is an issue and
at a time when everybody seems
w u m.c‘ﬂﬂg nlet us m“_ul "

Perhaps the most significant

of all to “Holocaust"
was that of Chancellor Helmut |
Schmidt. In a debate in the lower
house of the West German

¢/ Parliament, Chancellor Helmut |
: Schmidt recommended the ‘Hol-

\

planting

Impact Of ‘Holocaust! On The People Of West Germany

ocaust” series, said the film is a
“must” in connection with the

prosecuted. He added that the
series encourages critical and
moral reflection which ‘“is
important in view of the decision
each of us must make for himself

in the course of this year on the"

statute of limitations."”
Based on the impact already

out a systematic study of
responses to the entire series in
Germany as well as in the 15
other countries in which the film
is being shown, and then an
intensive follow-up educational
program in German religious and
secular school systems. I have no
hesitation in saying that if this
‘““‘Holocaust" series had achieved
nothing other than justified all
the investment of time and
energy in helping bring its mes-
sage before millions of Germans
who might otherwise have avoid-
ed facing the tragedy of the
Holocaust.
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MICHIGAN CATHOLIC SUPPLEMENT—S

Vatican 1I Set Pace for Improving Jewish-Christian Relations

By RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

Excerpis from an address before
a conference marking the 10th
anniversary observance of Vatican
Council 1.

This conf is an q
testimony to the historic and
enduring impact of Vatican Council
11 on the improvement of Jewish-
Christian relations, for this meeting
could not have taken place in this
form and with this spirit of candid
self-criticism, openness and friend-
ship had not Vatican Council Il set
the stage for just this interaction,

At the same time, Vatican
Council Il would have remained a
grandiose gesture had not meetings
of Christians and Jews taken place
during the past decade. These were
devoted to serious and systematic
implementation of the practical
proposals of the council for uproot-
ing anti-Semitism and every form of
hatred and prejudice, and for
building solid bridges of human

share with other nations, peoples
and non-Western religious com-
munities.

THE ULTIMATE significance of
the impr of und nd ing
between Christians and Jews, which
Vatican Council Il advanced so
dramatically, is to be appreciated
against the reality that we live
today in an age of violence, of

terror and of widespread violation
of fundamental human rights,

There is-not a continent on the
globe that is not despoiled by terror
and violence, by barbarism and by a
growing callousness to human suf-
fering and by threats Lo luman
existence itself. At the center of the
human crisis today is the funda-
mental depreciation ol the meaning

and value of haman life itself.

The rise in “‘verbal violence,” the
staggering increase in murders in
America, the proliferation of the
arms race and of nuclear weapons
on an international scale are all
threatening and battering the bibli-
cal affirmation that each human life
is created in the sacred image of
God and is therefore of ultimate

MORE CATHOLIC-JEWISH INTERACTION

But Ave Inter-Faitp Relations Better?

How do you assess the current
state of Jewish-Christian relations
in the United States at the present
time? Have there been improve-
ments in recent years?

My response must in some way
necessarily be impressionistic for
we are generalizing about relation-
ships  between Catholics who
numbtr llrnul 49 million peopl

actually never said “'good morning”
to each other,

Now interaction has involved
increasingly almost every level of
Jewish and Christisn culture and

genuine truth and value to the
Jewish people.

Those stereotypes and mythol-
ogies are bcm; replaced mcﬂ:mnsly

worth and preciousness

IF WE ARE TO re-create some
moral limits that will inhibit the
widespread and growing destruction
ol human lives, it is essential that
Christians and Jews join together_
with other peoples of conscience in
the following ways:

First, Christians and Jews must
help engender a national and
international attitude of scorn and
contempt for those who use or
advocate the use of violence. We
must work to de-romanticize all
appeals to use violence and terror-
ism as means of liberation or of
institutional oppression, since from
a moral standpoint, no ends can
justify such anti-human means.

Second, Christians and Jews
musi work to curtail the nmr: to

with 2 new, iti
by Christi, on many levels ol

society — d studies invol

ing Biblical, Historical, Liturgical,
Sociological  specialists;  clergy
(rabbis, priests, ministers meet in

who L.

_|lh ps in wnuaﬂy every

fraternity through academic dia-
logues and joint perati in
education and social action pro-
grams,

IN VERY LARGE ineasure,
. these achievements are the fruit of
the brilliant and courageous leader-
ship provided by the American
Catholic bishops who spearheaded
the adoption by the Vatican Coun-
cil of the Declarations on Catholic-
Jewish Relations and on Religious
Liberty, which are the foundation-
stones on which all progress in
Catholic-Jewish relations have been
built

Thanks to enlightened Catholic
and Jewish leadership, a great deal
of real progress has been made
duning the past decade in removing
the roots of anti-Semitism, anti-
Christianity and racial prejudice in
our pective teaching systems,
mage progress in fact Lhan had been
made during the 1,900 years that
preceded this period.

But as long as a single hostile or
pejorative leaching remains in any
of our textbooks or in the minds
and behavior of any of our teachers
or parents or children, that nega-
tivism or rejection of others

as a fund al 1
diction to the highest professions of
our individual Faiths. We are
morally obligated not 1o rest until
we are totally free and clean of any
prejudices whatsoever.

This consultation is intended as
a major collective impetus to push
forward this purging and purifica-
tion process without which genuine
human community is ultimately
not realizable.

IN ADDITION 1o the tre-
mendous value of the actual find-
ings of our respective lextbook
studies and human relations pro-
grams for teachers and parents and
students, quite possibly one of the
decisive achievements of our inter-
religious experience on the Amer-
ican scene is that we have learned
how to make pluralism work.

We have learned how to instruct
a new generation of Cathalics,
Protestants and Jews in how lo be
faithful to one's own doctrines and
traditions, and at the same time to
develop authentic respect for the
Faith and religious commitments of
others.

We have, in short, developed a
model of building community with-
out compromise of our most
cherished beliefs. That achieve-
ment, which is taken for granted by
far too many, may well be the most
valuable “export” which we have to

aboul 65 mi!lncm people (including
some |7 million black Protestanis).
Evangelicals, who are about 40-50
million; Greek Orthodox, about 3
million: and American Jews, who
number about six million people.

During the past 10 years, the
American Jewish Committee has
extended the network of relation-
ships with each of these larpe
sectors of the Chrstian family, and
it is evident that there are different
levels of relationships, different
qualities, and different issues be-
tween, say, Catholics and Jews,
Evangelicals and  Jews, Greek
Orthodox and Jews; liberal Proi-
estants and Jews; Black Churches
and Jews. There are dmmc!wns 10

religious medll people adult educa-
tion and youth groups.

THE POINT OF the foregoing is

- that not only has the network

widened, it is also deepening in
contenl. It involves more than
“brotherhood week™ and “inter-
faith smiles™ once a year; new and
shared scholarship is shattering
outworn and false stereotypes:
“The Pharisees” as 8 bunch of
hypocrites when in fact there were
seven schools of Pharisees, one of
whom was the “Pharisees of Love”
with whom Jesus was associaled;

“The  Christ-killer™  charge
against “the Jews” more than
lhrccﬂumers of whom, scholars

be made in
national bodies and local Chnsnan
and Jewish groups, especially with
regard to lsrael, Soviet Jewry, and
other issues on “the Jewish
agenda®

KEEPING IN MIND qualifica-
tions such as these, | think the most
significant  generalization  that
should be made about the present
state of Jewish-Christian relations is
the following:

The fact that there are today
networks of Jews and Christians in
practically every major city in the
United States who meet rather
regularly, share common and re-
spective concerns, is a development
of unprecedented, even historic,
importance,

To my knowledge, there has
never been such an extensive
interaction on a personal, social and
professional basis between Jews and
Christians in any period of history
during the past 1,900 years as there
is today, especially in the United
Statgs. One major consequence of
this development is that a great
many Jews and Christians increas-
ingly have come to know each
other as persons — with shared fears
and hopes - rather than as
stereotypes or caricatures,

| HAVE OFTEN speculated that
had such an extensive pattern of
relationship and personal [riendship
existed in Germany, Hitler would
have had a much more difficult
time in making Jews out to be
“subhuman™ to their Christian
neighbors and therefore a “'surplus
people”  available for extermina-
tion,

In Berlin in the 1930s, for
example, a leading Reform rabbi
and a prominen! Lutheran pastor
lived across the street from each
other for some 20 years and

could not have been in
Jerusalem at the time of the tral of
Jesus, etc.;

The notion that Judaism was
spiritually exhausted in the first
century and was supplanted with
the coming of Jesus when in fact, as
Christian scholars have discovered,
Rabbinic Judaism in the post-
Biblical period was and is a
vital, living religion, a source of

-—-—-—-ﬂ

Cass Park, Detroit
summer, 1975

Judaism as it really is, and by Jews
a new positive understanding of
Christians and Christianity as they
really are.

THE MOST TELLING fact of
this improvement in attitude and
behavior, is to be found both
symbolically and substantively in
the fact that not a single Catholic
parochial school textbook pro-
duced since Vatican Council ll

infl P [
pecially [rorrl mlematmnll forums
which have psychological impact on
an international scale, As Prof.
Gordon Allport of Harvard Uni-
versity demonstrated in his monu-
mental study, *“The Nature of
Prejudice,” there is an inevitable
progression “from verbal aggression
to violence, from rumor to riot,
from gossip to genocide,"

THIRD, CHRISTIANS and Jews
must work toward educational

nti-S

a single

anti-Judaic reference. | know ll'm.

for a fact since our depariment
serves as consultant to the mujor
Catholic (and to many P )

develop and ication
among peoples to reduce the
abrasive effects of “differences.™
Differences, as we have learned in

publishing houses who have asked
us to read textbooks in manuscript,
and when we have pointed out
negative or hostile references in-
variably they have been removed.
(The same has been happening in
Jewssh  textbook references to
Christians and Christianity, in the
United States and in lsrael )

When you compare the present
Catholic textbooks to the Balti-
more  Catechism of 1937, for
example, which was a manual of
hatred for Jews and Judaism, you
could say justifiably that we have
moved light years in this area of
Cathalic-Jewish relations. That also
means that the gap between the
findings of scholars and the “person
in_the pew" is being closed, and
that a new generation of Christian
and Jewish children are being
educated to be faithful to their
respective traditions without having
10 negate or be hostile to traditions
other than their own,

ON THE LEVEL of practical
issues: Each community comes to
the dialogue table with its own
agenda, expecting to get a fair and
responsible hearing for what hurts
its people,

Without going into detail about
the ups-and-downs on the Middle
East since the” 1967 war, it is
evident that the ongoing Jewish-
Christian dialogue since 967 has
resulted in a much wider under-
standing on the part of Christians
of the meaning of Jewish people-
hood, and of the place of Israel as a
center of orientation in Jewish life
religiously and historically.

Following the October 1973 war
in the Middle East, Jews were
anxious that 1he .Arnb oil emblrgo

the | ic experience of Amer-
ica, can be a source of enrichment
rather than a threat.

Fourth, Christians and Jews
should engage in @ massive effort to
establish a “new humanism®™ on a
global basis that seeks Lo restore the
biblical value of the infinite worth
and prec of each h life
that must be appreciated as an end
in itsell and ncver as an object of
somebody's project or program.

We must also engage in an urgent
and sustained intellectual and edu-
cational effort to claborate a
theology and ideology of pluralism
which presupposes the right of each
religious, racial, and ethnic group to
define itselfl in its own terms and to
be accepied unconditionally by its
own self-definition.

Christians and Jews have a
decisive contribution to make to
the building of the ideological
foundations without which a stable
world community cannot come
into being,

FIFTH, CHRISTIANS and Jews
should work toward making the
economy of each nation as seli-
sufficient and stable as possible in
the sense of not perpetually requir-
ing reliefl  support. lInextricably
linked with such an effort is the
control of the arms race on an
international scale, gun control in
America and a rational reordering
of priorities that allows for ade-
quate defense and yet at the same
time reallocates some of the billions
wasted on arms that should be
applied 10 the crying needs of the

hungry, the discased and the
homeless.
Finally, Christians and Jews

should work for the completion of

would be exp d by {i
anti-Semites and .\nb propagan-
dists who would blame [srael and
the Jews for the discomforts of loss
of gasoline, and for the ensuing
economic plight, That never hap-
pened. Oil companies were bllmtd
Arab g were bl

and despite a few nasty bumpet
stickers (Burn Jews, not oil, Burn
Golda Meir, not oil), by and large
Americans refused to scapegoat
either American Jews or Israel.

5

the judicial i lities called
for by Article six of the genocide
convention in the form of an
international penal tribunal for
trying those who are accused of
genocide attempts anywhere in the
world,

“The salvation of mankind,”
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn reminds us,
“will depend on everyone becoming
concerned about the welfare of
everybody everywhere."
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LEARN “ANGEL OF DEATH"
NALI HIDING OUT IN_CHILE

REBECCA LEVINSON BAT MITIVAH

Rebecca [Levinson,
daughter of-Mr. & Mrs.

Cantor Simon
man chanted the

Berg-
li-

CHIEF NAZI HUNTER
OFFERS ¢50,000 REWARD

e s e L A o s o

TELL TALES

Charles Levinson, re- Iurgy.

cited a portion of the The parents of the "&th:“ Tlo'l'::!i
Haftorah and became Bar Mitzvah  hosted NEW YORK (WNS) -- Dr. Josef Mengele, the Majority’

a Bat Mitzvah during the  congregation to . = o :

services - at Temple Oneg Shab §& Fefresh notorious Auschwitz camp doctor who was known BRSSO SOTOCSESD
Beth Sholom, 1600 E, ments in the Temple's to the carap inmates as the “‘Angel of Death,

Qukey Blvd.,, on Fri-
day evening, Decem-
ber 21, 1979,

Entratrer Social 1all
immediately afterthe
concluslon of services,

is reported to be hiding in a colony of former
Nazis in Dignidad in southern Chile, according
to Simon ‘Wiesenthal, the Nazi - hunter who has
eoffered a $50,000 reward for information lead-

Remembering Biskop Sheen

Rabbi Kalman Appel Sarurday eveninga ' (ED, NOTE: THIS W 'S TE 3
X ing to the war criminal's capture, ! EEK'S TELL TALES IS
Spirtusl Iencer ofthe  gala dinner dance Wi b “ea1d in Vieuna that e has re- WRITTEN BY GUEST COLUMNIST RABBIMARC
Tcmdplc. officiatedand party was held for  yiaple {nformation to this effect. However, H, TANENBAUM, WHO IS NATIONAL INTER-
conducted  the ser- friends and family 4t jjex Dekel, an Auschwitz survivor who was about RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DIRECTOR NF THE
mentsd T ROS D Ny AN Sncin - al a W ‘e AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE )
all. ’

menced it 8.08 P

DANIEL SHAPIRO BAR MITIVAH

infamous clinic in Auschwitz when the death
camp was: liberated by Allled forces at the end
of World War 11, claimed that Mengele is ap-
parently still living in Paraguay while the govern-
ment of that country I8 not taking any steps 1o

Ddaniel Shapito, son conducted the ser- § =
of Mrs. Soar Shapiro vices :::C:adue him or even to acknowledge his pres
and Mr, Mel Shapiro, Cantor SimonBerg- =%
wis called wrheT%rah et chanted '%e Mengele has been he]d_ responsible for the RABBI
and became a Bar liturgy. murders of nearly 500,000 persons at Auschwitz,
Mitzvah during ser- oo ; Including some 200,000 children, Many were TANENBA UM
vices ar Temple Beth . BE M‘I:::::l: ol “victims of inhuman medical experinients.
Sholom, 1600 E. Oakey g ”_fer mnsresﬁfs; 'On a recent trip to the U.S., Wiesenthal
Ellvd.: on Saturday o & Widdnsh tn- the sAaid that ‘Mengcle atill heads his ‘‘wanted" Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, who died Dec
morning, Decemher e E list of Nazi war criminals, He said he hopes 9 ar the age of 84, was a warm, personal lrlena
22, 1979, Ten_'\p e's Entratter over the past two decades, and | will miss him
Rabbi Kalman Appel, !;omatl Hallf imme- ‘{Continued on Pags 3)/ sorely, '
i it ade fate after  the v e h i i
spibjtual leaderofthe ser\liges. The emorion expressed by a rabbi will

Temple, officiatedand

' YAHRZEITS
TONIGHT AT
BETH SHOLOM

(Friday Dec. 28, W?‘JJ_

I .l. l’

LAUGHING STOEK
-

probably sirike some Christians and many Jews
as unexpected, if not altogerher sirange. Was
not Archbishop Sheen the ‘"super - evangelist'*
and do not the Jewish people regard Christian
evangelism as a threat to the survival of Judaism
and the Jews?

Truth to rell, thar was the first image that
| carried around in my head zbout Archbishop

lsaac Laxer UNITED NATIONS Sheen. He was, after all, the director of the
Louis Berger (WUP) == In an ad- Society for the Propagation of the Faith, and
Rose Faberman dress before the through him several prominent Jews had become

Sarah Siegel

Erhel Elias

Albert Waller
Rev, Moses Wilner
Lillian Rosenberg

General Assembly last
week, which was de-
bating Item 126 onthe
“‘Inadmissibility of the
Policy of Hegemonism

converts ro Catholicism. .

Then, on February 22, 1967, 1 had an ex-
perience with Archbishop Sheen thar caused me
to change radically my artitudes and feelings
abour him. From that day and rhereafier, my

Berty Beckwith in International Rela- suapicions and cautions abour Fulton Sheen Bra-
Muurice L. Blonsley tions,'  Ambassador dually dissolved and became transmuted into a
Cantor Herman Blum =--.in a sharp deep and loving friendship thar grew increasingly
Kinnory artack on Israel's strong and lasted until his dearh.
Irwin Caplan enemies  here who When Archbishop Sheen served as bishop
Fannie Rosen have ‘'selected as ISRAELI-ECYPTIAN HANDSHAKE: ISRAEL'S of Rochester in 1967, 1 had the privilege of
Fanny Lipson their target of abuse AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS, speaking with him at an all - day conference
Sam Okin the national liberarion YEHUDA Z BLUM (LEFT) AND ECYPT'S UN, on Catholic - Jewish relarions at T-E.-np!e B'rith
Nellie Ferer Blewliss movement of theJew- AMBASSADOR A, ESMAT ABDEL MGUID, Kodesh in that city. It was one of the first
Mesha Ezrovirch ish people'’ --de- SPOKE FROM THE SAME PLATFORM FOR major Catholic - Jewish meetings to be held
Katzoff clared, among other THE FIRST TIME AT AN OFF-THE-RECORD since the close of Varican Council 11 and the

Benjamin Dvorak
Annie Figatner

things, “‘that the lies
told in the UN have

LUNCHEON LAST WEEK OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH CONGRESS, THE LUNCHEON GUESTS,

adoption of the Varican Declararion on Non-
Christian Religions (Ocr. 28, 1965) which con-

Morris B rown turned this forum MEETING AT THE HARMONIE CLUB INNEW demned anti - Semitism and called for mutual
Herman Kishner intoa laughing-stock YORK, HEARD A CANDID EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ~ réspect and fraternal dialogue berween Catho-
Isaac Katz of international BY THE TWO DIPL.OMATS ON CURRENT MID-  lics and Jews, ]

Milton Kessler society."’ DLE EAST 1SSUES. (Cuntinued on Page 4)






