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I am not going to prophecy and I am not going to preach pr:g7hérs.
I have no figures. I have no data to base myself upon. But I aft/8is
turbed Jew, a perturbed Jew. Without aspiring to give you tonight a

solution of the problem., I should like, and
Svonit—havepreceded-—the—other—speakers, just. to define the prﬂoblanﬂ&s
Isee it, ln Sy dn— B wenle dues’ RUEY VYRS - i gvrtie

I do not know what a 2chosen people' means. know what it means &
historically; I dn't know what it = ans metaphysically. I do mot know Sots
whether we are today, if we ever were, a chosen or the chosen people~-
and perhaps it desn't matter. It"'s possible that we livwe in-this worl d
without awareness of being selected But I know that there is no aware-
ness, in no matter what kind of a Jew; ofhis belonging to a chosen
pecple, He may repeat the phrase, but he is not aware of his being
selected or of his fulfilling a mission, whatever the past and whatever
the justification for this notion or idea in the past. But is that
important?

I ask myself, and 8x I would like to ask you: who are we today,

I and every one of you and hundreds of thousands and milions of Jews
in Ame rica and elsewhere; what wre we as a group today?

I wouldn't apply this question to generations past. I know who
they were, and what was the element of cohesion between one Jew and
another Jew, between the individual Jew and the community as a whole,

to metﬁfwgﬁaﬁy differenti ate between the two concepts. _ &
wa,_‘_‘ w'rlZSit v bomp (z,-\_z_,__J~

I stress the word ecause ¥ in the past
there was no dividing line between "ém yisroel" and "knesseth
israel"., Whohver belonged to the Am Israel belonged, and not in a |
superficial sense of the word, to the "knesseth yisrael™ as well, Our 5 -
problem is what shall we & with the very many Jews who belong in a sense{”_/
to "am yisroel" by heredity, biologically, and in a sense, evexn
environmentally on the basis of some tradition, experienced tradition
or rejected tradition,--but who & not belong aniy ionger or are not
aware that they belong to "knesseth israel™ whicM is not an ethnic
concept but a purely spiritual concept.

Welly, I will tell you why I ask this question, Perhaps you will
be amazed at listening to these words fram a Ziomist., Zionism means
something to me; it always has, since the early days of my boyhood But
Ziomism itself is in one of its elements or in one of its aspects a
manifestati on of a deep spiritual crifis in Jewish life. Zionism itself
was an indication of a beginning of separation between the two concepts—
"a&m israel" and "knesseth israel". '

Since there is no logicdl necessity for a Jew who is a member 3%
¢r let's say a citizen of the Jewish state to be at the same time a
professing Jew, he may not be a ﬁf‘%@?ﬁ"‘m Jew and(be a member of the
Jewish commonwealth or a national of the Jewish state.
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CHARLES. & BENSLRY This process of secularization was not something invented by Zionism,

WILLIAM MAZER but it was a factor and a tendency recognized by Zionism, a phenomenon
JACK NADLER Zionism reckoned with, and Zionism, whether it foni.nlated it in clear
VICE PRESIDENTS terms or not, drew certain conclusions about it.
SOL STARR :
RECORDING BECRETARY Shall I tell you that I am disturbed about the future of Jews in

T Palestine; that I don't consider the question, let's aay, of survival
mnanciae secremany OF future or creativity of not only the present—day Jewish community in
Palestine, but of the millions, perhaps, of Jews, whorses=E-hope, will

- live in Palestine7 I am not worried about them,

MAX BLECHER Who knows, perhapg, Zionism, is something more than it pretends or
SANIEL BROWN, D.0:%. than it professes to be, and who knows what faorces are operating in
Theopore . corn  Y€Wish life, in Jewish history, what forces are leadinglua to Palesting,
FPAUL A. FUND

T o Wmdooewey Thousarnds and thousands of Jews may think todz that
TULIUS KASE they are going to Palestine to settle there in order to remove the .
MRS. ALBERT KASTNER Stigma from the Jewish people, to begin life anew as a normal people
A o w.p, TWithout attaching any partieular spiritual or religious significance to
apoLen mosen  hat phegmomenon. But it happened many tiges in the pasl Saul was

NATHAN RicHMOND  convinced hwwas going in search of his/'asses. I don't know whether he found
SEN-HENRY ROSE. M-D- the asses, but he foundthe kingdom of which he was not awere when he set

MACK RUBIN

HYMAN SCHILLER #&x out, Something similar to that may happen in the future in Zionism, and

MILTON SEELIG to the new Jewish enviromment Zionism will create in Palestine.

MILTON A. SEYMOUR :

el b it But what disturbs me, what perpexes me, is not Jews in Palestine an d
GRUMBACH sonneBormot, Zionists; to whom Zionism means a process of individual self-red ization,

SAMUEL Waome . mon the sense of attaching themselves body and soul to the community and t o

SAMUEL WAGREICH., M

PETER WHITE "the soul to the cammnity and to the soul & Palestine, but what is the futre
:;‘h"’;i ;‘-z:‘m-"s‘-"" of hundreds of thousands of Jews, millions of Jews, who are, perhaps, descumsd
Execumioe commirTEOT generations and generations to come to remain where they are? It's those

that I am worried about. And I see no essential difference between
American Jews and Jews in a number of other camntries.

What is going on in Hewish life in America today is not something
spefifically American; it's a stage through which Jewry goes. That process
k= my begin tomorrow or in &wo or iimmxdt three decades in Morocco, in Tunisia,
in AZgiers., Today it is a question of the western world only. Tomorrow
it may became a problem for Jews in other countries.:

We live, we want to live. We are afraid of collective death.
Though we hhve hidden suicidal intentions, suicidal dreams, we are afraid
of them., We want to survive and we want to live im a creative life. But
the question is what could or should we live upon?
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Forgive me if I be for a few minutes brutal with you., I am brutal
with you because I am brutal with myself., As a purely ethnic group, as
an ethnic group only, as "am yisroel" or as a fraction of "am yisroel"
4 thgut. being at the same time "knesseth Israel" I see no hope for
the future.

That does not mean the immediate disappearance of the Jewish
group in this country. I am not thinking of assimilation, I do not see tmzy
today the manners of assimilation in the accepted European continental se nse
of the world, and Believe me; there-is something worse even than
ass8milation—deterioriation, atomi ation, degeneration. But it's possible
for a generation or two, due to segregatim fromwk without and due to
certain forces of inertia, to exist not as a distinguished group but as a
distinct group, as a conspicuous group, somehow to exist, you might saye—
to vegegate. Not a promising future.

I do not believe that any linguistic panacea could solve this
probleh, be it Yiddish or Hebrew. Folk-lore, purely romanticist, or
artistic appreciation of aesthetic values, created in the past, is not
something a dispersed people can regard as a solution to igt prlblem,
It's impossible to cultivate Yiddish or Hebrew and to havea second or ¥
parallel medium for our everyday communications and for creative art.

b

I see no hope unless we become again a "knesseth Israel" not mijxs
only a people of Israel.

Are we? We are institutionally; more institutionally than
spiritually. And this is the core of the problem. Institutions may be
created, tigger and bigger institutions. Then the institutions in the
course of time are likely to turn into pieces of real estate if there is
no soul and dynamic force in the institutions,

This is my question to you: Do we, the bulk of Jewsg, modem
Jews, sStill constitute a congregation in the classicd Jewish sense of

the word. N L i F sl {_\L\M? “m\.}

A few years ago, myfriendsy—I-happened to read a Hebrew book
publishedby American Jeww in Palewtine, but written in Soviet Russia,
This book wae an exchange of correspondence between two rabbis in Soviet
Russia--one was the rabbi of Bobruisk and the other ¢ Pavlograd in the south

of Russia.
Do you know what was the toplc they had been discussing fora

number of Years in their correspondence--Whither soviet Bux Jewry; what is
the future of Russian Jews? :
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And in one of the first letters of the younger rabbi, the
i dazen €Y rabbi of Pavlograd asked the Rabbi of Bobruisk whether from the point of
JACK NADLER view itis ?BMSSible for him, the younger rabbi of Pavlograd, to remain
VIGE PRESIDENTS in the rabbinate. Why ¢his question? He says: "We have a synagogue~--it' s
S empty, We have no Talmud Torah. We have no heder. We have nothing. Bu t
recoroing secnerary  Somehow & couple of hundred Jews livingin Pavlograd are afraid of ramaininﬁ
e without a Rabbi. But I have nothing to do. Wouldn't it be more desirable
rinanciaL secrivany 1€ asked in one of his letters, "to resign and become a factory worker in
Russia and at the same time remain a pioua,@_lr:hodsx} traditional Jew as I

‘2. BURTON ORR am?"
TREABURER

R And the other rabbli advised him not to Besign. (The line of argument
DANIEL BROWN. D.0.s. he used and the criterion he applied to what a rabbi is or should be is

T EGDORE e GORN very interesting.) A rabbi should be in his world a functionless person.
PAUL A. ru.np His Only funcl o’ is to B'l‘.udy, to prays and his hou3e should be Opened to
LOUIS FROELICH other people; that's the only function of a rabbi,

WILLIAM HEIMOWITZ

J

MRS, ALBERT KABTHER But that's not the important .phing, and I tell you the story
RICHARD KORET about the ook not because Iwant to adopt gof) the American seene that

ADOLEH mosen T2 criterion provided from Bobruisk, but becanse the rabbi of Bobruisk refer s

ADOLPH MOSEN
NATHAN RICHMOND to something else.
BEN-HENRY ROSE, M.D.

NYAAN SorTiLiR In his semi-rabhinical language he referred to an =kt idea about
MILTON SEELIG cydées in history. There are va;ioF“gq;ts in human history. Fundamentally
MILTON A. SEYMOUR there are only two--the naturalas®ic cycle,

- as .he said, and the metaphysicaly®},+
| RRLIE A SINMKOCHDA ovcle, Now we are in the midst of a new maturdl istic cycle, a secularist ichut
GRUMBACH sonnesornand naturalistic cycle in highly industrialized cougtries, in countries

I nrataaN with a technological civilization or in countries aspiring to create

meren wiire o M0 3 technological civilization. And our duty, he writes in one of his
:;‘hm: ;'-z;;'_‘::l-;sﬂﬂ letters, "is to be patient and wait., This new naturalistic cycle is
executive commirre2oing to commit suicide.” P

H e says: "I see already the germs of death in th} " cycle, in this

new natmralism. #nd then a new wave of t'e metaphysical/outlook will
seize Soviet Russia; not only Russia, the world as a whole; and the

Jew wil again find his place in the world amd his language will be more

understood than it is today. But in order towelcome the emergence

of the new metaphysical cycle we must have you in Pavlogradms and you

must have me in Babruksk, andthere must be hundreds of others like us in
other places. That's your task."

Iam not angry at a Jew who does not attend synmagogue. I am not
angry at a Jew who does not pray. I want to know whnggwggaran_'t/gg_wa\
synagogue; why doesn't he pray? If it's merely a "hunra en I don't

want to pray. But if going to synagogue is not a "humra" but it is joy of
life and if prayer enriches me, then withoutyewr mm reminding-me-T'1l go

11
to synagogue, «I’U'Pupray. e I “‘“”r‘“‘"‘d‘l—\ ‘e Wy

We are confronted here not &kl merely with the problem of
desertion, It's not desertion. A Jew, or any other human being for that
fact, who des not know what it means to have an hour of solitude, who
doesn't know what to do with himself when he remains alone for an hour or
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tw, if he has nothing to say to himself, only to thers; ifhe hasN't
developedthe gift of contemplatio--what makes you!/ 2sk that Jew to be a
professing, courageous ‘.,Iew vwhen he is empty,w hen he has no capacity
for experiencing things?

prt'a a therapeﬁ‘bic question,and ffom that point of view, I
don't recognize a rabbl if he is mot a healer, if he cannot perform
a therapeutic and educational task,

e question is not about asking Jews back to synagogue, There
is something preceeding, something prior ® that question--how to
awgken in that Jew the sense of wvalues which he has lost, and, when
the sense of values has already been r eawakemed in him, how to link up that
sense of spiritual values with Judaism, and with the specfic
values of Judaism,

uestion is whether we and you, i E
are in pogtgon now to start educational and healing activities leading &

toward a revival of religious values. No Jewish swvival as an ethnic
group is possible without that revival,

1
I don't like to use the word, it has many unpleasamt historica
connotations to me and to every Jew, but for the lack of a better term
I employ it——do we have crusaders, crusaders for thet general religious

reawakening?

saders must nol necessarily be great scholars, It is a _
Questionczg rew vision, nofjof comfng with new ideas, but with m-.-i.nterprg;—
ing in terms of our generation, in terms of the 20th century, values whi
are ancient and which lend themselves, without any violence to them
to be interpreted in our modern times.

It's not a question of having a smaller number of humra but
perhaps a question gf adding new humrot which owr ancestors cémld not
have thoughtof because conditions of life were entirely differgmt. The
trouble with our=- so-called reform movements in today's world is that
they want Jews to have very light baggage, not to be too greatly burdened.
Perhaps, pepple are hungry for a sense of new duties to b? performed.

It's q eustion of a milsion to the Jews, of educational missionaries
to the Jews, missionaries for a new conversion of Jews to gemine

Jdaism, This is my question._





