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~l1FTER CCLL~G~ OF Trl: GIrl Ot' .. tB;V .LO~~ ·~ - ... OCIOLOGY 56.21 

SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY 

1. Soc l ology Dcfmod 
A. Theoret.ccl - (puro) 
B. Pr nctlcCl (hpplled) 

11. Ccllocptlons 0 f So cle ty 
t,. l~ccr :"nlstlc 

INTRODUCTION 

B. Nomlnal istic or atomlst l c 
C. Orgnmc 
D. Functlonal 

Ill. ReI r- tlonshlp o f .;Joclol~gy to o ther ';'OCl tJ. .sCl(..i"CCS 

IV. Startl"lg ? Olnt 1'1 8:>01'"'1 Th ::>uu l1t - L q,C.1ds- f .) lkl .:>rc-custo ms 

VI. S0014\1 Th.Jugh t In Errlj '~ dCr{l TUllOS 

REFEPENCES' 

Bcrnts , Hp.rry Elmer, an Intr oductlo n t o the HIsto rY of .socIology, 
UnIve rsIty o f ChlCC'go r'rGss, 1947 

Ch 1. b.nclcnt rnd ' Iod l CV:U JoCIe.! .&"hllo sophj' 
Ch 2. $001 :::1 Thoue;h t In ~c.rly l'1odorn Tlmes 

80 ('1, Owen F. Dovel opme nt o f .:Joc l ology In tho U.utcd wtc. tcs. 1944 

Bogcrdus. E.3. The Dc.vcl opn cnt of ~oclcl ThoUGht, 1940 
Ch 1. Tho l\l-:. turc of .:JOClt~ TnouBht 

F'urfoy. ? nul I'enly. A Hlato ry o f ""cic~ Thou,lht. 1942 
ChI 9. Rlse o f B.::)UrBcoiaa J.~ c tt.lr "l lsfTl 
Ch.lO R1SC of SClentlfIc Nf'tur c.ll srn 
Ch 11 Ag o of ROnson 

House, F.N, Devel OPMent o f SOClO l or y, He Gr a,\/ Hll l, 1936 
Ch.'ll ThC Organlc .nclo:n 

d",C rver, R.lI. Comnunlty . ... .3oC I Jl.Jrlc:::. l ctudy, 19Z<1 
Bk. 2 ChI 1 FeIs€ • .)c.rspcctlvcS of ConMunlty 

? ark, RobGrt E Qlld Oura05S, .... rncst \V . Int.r::>cluctl C' n to the ~Cl OnCQ 
of Soclolo"'v, 1936 

ChI 1 SOClolJGY e nd th e 30 c1 "1 ~CICncc.s 

Sorokln, ?ltr~n,C;)ntcnD:J r ~ ry .]00101 :1"'10.:-1 Tnc oflCi5, H :.' rp~r. 1928 
ChI 1 The ?rc.c l}cnlstlc 50h.)01, IoIc ct 1 ... .) r cJcccsso rs 
Ch. 4 B1o-0rgrulls~lc School 
Ch.14 SocloloBlstlC Scho;.l - 3cct 1 -Gcnc.rcl Chcr cctcrl.stlcs 

oJoct. 2 -?rod ... cos sora 

, 



HUNTER COLLE,}E OF;Jt CI1Y OF NJ!,\, YORK 

~oc1.: 1 Th:>urrht end Dct Jrrn~n lSn 

1. The ories undcrly ll18 so e 1 oJ. thcu(pt 
b. Id~ (" 0 f f (' to 
B. World ord cr- C!. narcl o rdor 
C. Sc ient1flC dotc.rmlnlsn.., EsscntHls 

11. Scientiflc InVQstlgrtlon 
i h Dopendence on n .:- tuf:Ll SClencos 
B. Types of deternlnisn 
C. ,l>lurl.li st lc va non l stlc conccp1;.lon 

REFERENCES 

Encyclop"'odl:' of the S~clo. l SClences - Vol. 5 "Dctcrr.'lnl.Sn" 

IIo nteagulCU. Charles LOU1S (5" r on do) (1689-1755) 

1. 8o.ckground- pcrsonal- S::C HU 

ll. Coneop ts 
A.Sc lo~tlflC l ow 
B.Types of Govcrnnc.nt 
Cll~o to ~cl~tcd t o 

(1) So bnety 
(2) &l cvcry 
(3) Rell(llOn 

D. Thc- n :;.turc 0 f the s :>11 
(1) Go verment 
(2) Com, eree 
(3) • opul "hon 

Ill . Conp : rls::m vn th Je an Bodin 

IV. .10 t ho CO l OGY 

V. EVc.luction 
A. Henry Gl dd m g . 
B. J~ueustQ Conte 
C. Lester Wnrd 

REr _RE"ICES 
Gornto, J\ueustc, ,1:'OS ltlVC ... 'hll.JS Jphy, Nt Y. 1,855 ... scct.on 1I1ontosq. 

tI 'iontcsqulcu, ellules L. Tho i)O r s l Cl n Letters 
v C:.ndorcc t., ll~.rq1.l1a c;!c • COJ'llMont'"r:x cnc ReVIew o f Hontcsgulou' s 

!:lplrit of the Lows , .... hll. cdclpt1c., 1811 
clon teBq~lcu, Chnrles L. The ~Jlr1t of the Lc"., 1894 
Dunnlll3. -1M. A •• .I01Itl c:.l Thc;lrlcs , Luth er to uontosgulcu /Ch.9-
L lchtonbcrscr, J. :;>. Dovolopmcn. t of 50 cl'"l T1.cory ... Ch. 7- JoC"n BodIn 
GIddIng s, F.P. StU ( l~S In the fncory 0 1 Hum~ So cIety. 1922 
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woclologlcal Thcor'¥ - 56.21 

1. Background - ard, Lest" F ( 1841-1913) 

2 . Conceots of ard 
a. n£brcg~tlon 

(l)L"'of 

( 2) 

(a) ?rlmary ~breSg.tlon - Oo51\0;:;e'1) 
(b) va oondary CLgt,..regdtlon-?sJcnobcny - AntnropoGcny 
(c) Tertll;.ry Uf.treg a tlon - ~ocloge.,y 

?rlnClples of 
(a) r.lhe fllldtion of the .;Clences 
(b) Sym"Jodlal dovelopment 
(c) oyn.rGY 

b. ,:,ocIQ.l forc&s 
(a) ?!1yslcc..l - OntogenetIc _ r'''nlogc.,letlc 
(b) w?lrltual - I':)oclog .... netlc 

c Bo l e of the Intellect 

d. TeleolO[,lcal (artIfIcIal) vCrsus .'latur""l prot:,rEiSS 

e. Sociocracy 

3. SpecIfIc contrIbutIons to socIal end ?Olltlc,-l t .lcory 

4. Apprd.lSal of .. ard' 5 ,;,001a1 T{'oubnt 

REFE 1:: ~ CE,:) 

Barnes , H.:;:. nil IntroductIon to the lusto r l 01 .,;,oclology, lmlv . of 
ChicaGO ?ress, 1948 

Ch. 7 - Lester Frank'rlard The RE.constructlon of .3OClety 
bJ SOCllll SCIence 

Barnes, H. i. . Eli1d becke r l-i. oJocloloP;lCal Thout,ht f r om Lore to 
3cience t 1938. Sect. Lester F. ard 
House t Floyd It Development of ~oC lolobY r 1936 

Ch. 19- wocial Forcos and InstIncts 
.L.lchtenbe r ger , J ? Development of Soclal ':hcory , 1936 

Ch. 13 Lester Frank \ ard 
Odum, HO\ 'ard \" ,kffierlCan ~ .. ast6rs of ~oclal bC16nce, 1927, 3ect. "tard 
Page , C, H. Class c.nd .....m e rican oJOc lo1o gy , 1940 

Ch. 2 Lester Frank ' ard 
, ard, L. F. 

Dynannc .3oc lolor,y , 2 Vol J 1883 
A?pl lea .;)0 clology t 1906 
':hc ?SYChlC Factors of CiVlllzatlon, 1896 
?ure woclology, 1903 

' ood, Cleme,1t, The ,Joclology of Lester 1. ~.ard, 19.30 



• 11 -
HUNTER COLLEGE OF TIfF CITY OF NF. YORK 

SOC IotoolilIiS8i'Jru: 

SOCIOLCGIChL T~ORY 

~GumPloWicz, Ludwik~(lB30-1909) 

Refe 

1. Bpckground pcrsonal--s oclal 

2. Fund&n e ntal be liefs 
8 . ~ .. ppllcatlon of universe l 16.'1']8 t o socie ty 

(1) La~ of causation 
(2~ L"w of development 
(3) Regularity of develop "ent 
(4) Le~ of per>odic ity 
(5) L~w of compllxity 
(6) 'l<:clprocal uct>on of foreign (heterogeneous) 

clements . 
(7) hdcpt atlon t o an obvious end 
(8) Idontity of forces 
(9) Slml1arity of events 
(10) Law of parall<lisM 

b . Elemerts o f tho soclal proccss--cvldc nce 
(1) Good author>ties 
(2) Pistorie process 

(a) S~genetic hordes 
(b) Tribe 
(c) State 

c. Conflict 85 U soclal process 
d . The individual and the gDoup 
c . Pr ogness-- cycllcal ruth~r than unl1nt cr c. l t~eory 

3. Methodology 

4. Evaluation 

Wi Introductlon to thE. Hlsto r t of 

G~plowlCZ L. urn /ustrlsnts 
Vol.lO--pp643- 653 

Encyclopacde o of the Social SOl.cnce s . tlGUJT1plowicz Ludwlktl 

Gunp~owlcz Ludwlk, Outlln~s of 8001 0106Y, 1899 ( In addi
tion t o the outlines so~ also th~ introduction ~rlttcn bJ 
Fred 1\. Moor e ) 

Lichtenberger James P.~ Development o~ Social Theory , 
Chapt e r 15 "GUMplowicz 

Pouse, Floyd l. Development :of 30CIOlobv. 1936 
Ch. 14 wOClal Dan Inlsm, oect. "GU'1'J10\OHCZ" 

30rokln, ? Contemporaq, .acJoJOG1caJ Tb ( ~rle5 , rar?6r, 1928 
Ch. oJoclologlstlC oJ chool, o.l 6Ct 5 _ ""'. Gum?lOWICZ 
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Hunter Q,ll<g< of the cHI of :tW fork 

bOCIOlo~1cal 'Inool"Y .. 56.21 

1. Background Ratzcnhof<r. Gustav (18411-1904) 

V 2. CO"lccpts of Ratzenhofer 
a. tlJrhrafttl 
b. Innate Interests 

(1) ,'rocreative (4) ,"",Clal 
(2) &,hyuologlCal (5) Iranscend<ntal 
(3) Indlv1dual 

c. Theory of 1nterc.sts alld the sOClal process 
(1) Conformlty to law 
(2) ConJunctlon of lnterests 
(3) Confllct 0 f lnter ests 
(4) hddptation 
(5) Communlt; of orlgln- blood bond 
(6) SubJugatlon - bc.glnnlng of SOClal. artIculatlon 

aid 0 f the stato 
di boclal ,rogress 

3. COiIlperlson Vtlth Gumplowicz 

4. :/aluatlon 

REFERE ,CE3 
Bernes, H. E. An I'1.troductlon .to the Hlstory of ~oclolo6Y, unlv. of 
Chic .I.")rc.ss, 194a 

ChI 19- Gustav Ratzenhofer. O)oclo1ogIcal ~osltlv1sm and the 
Thtory of ~clal IntE)Tosts 

house, FloJd . The Deve1opm€nt of ~oclology. 1936 
Ch. 14 Soclal l)arvlnism - .:)ect. GustJ.1 Hatzcnhofer 

Lichtenberger, J.? DcvGlopmc1t of 30cla1 Tneor::t. 1938 
Ch. 15 ..Ject. lI&\atzr.nhofer" 

Small, A. \I . C en .. ral 0:10 clology, 1903 
ChI 13 "Ratzenhofer's Epitome of hIS Theory 

SOTokln, ?ltlrlm, Contemporary woclolopjlca1 'I"hI30rlea, Harper. 1928 
ChI 11 ,' sychologlcal ~chool - ~(,ct. C Interpr€.t£ltlons In 

terms of Interosts 
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j Tordv l Q'br. - 1 (1843-1904) 

.I 

h :'hr"" I er( t GCh rtl.fl.c lJ!'OCI.'3S ~ 
(1) l .... .e-t t 1. t cnc-- tJL mc thad 
(2) ~Uros ~tlons -- tn~ r~ uS 
(3~ Ad<ll:Jt_ tl.ons-- th .... (..nd 

C 1_~ ... tltl o n ... 
11) 0rlVLr ~ &1 ~t\ (~l ~ r sJMtl~nc~s du~ t~ 

[,(.Pl,..tlt .r..c n) 
(2) In . of lm l t_t .... oPt 

:. I nnov tlOII-- lht.. lnncv _ tl.ng prt')c .. 55 
o . Inll.t_tl.On- - tll(, socl.a l..Lzl.n~ praco:.se 

I LO$lc " l 1 ,15 

\ ) lOb1Cc.l duel 
(~) L051.C L unlon 

IT ~Atra - loGl.c~ l l rv~ 
( ... ) IlTlJ. t t 10n fro1"" vn tl"'l."1 : 0 v 1. thout 
(t) I~lt~t on of ih .... supv rl~r b the 

lnf .... rl.':I l1 
(c) euston ... no. f~shL O'l 11lll.t-:..tl ;)n 

C Th"" Oppc sltlon 01 lhl now .. n~ 

!l 

-';V 

11 ) : t Oppos.l. t _o n of confilct 
c. J.[~ r 
l.., C,)InFC"tlil on 
c r- O!lf"llCS 

'2) "I or'('s'!..tl.O~ 01 rl'l.ythrr 

lr "' -" ut~ t.1C'1. ,1 pl-, .... Dcm ....... 
( 1 ) .Il.B ... p t , t;LO. ., t " 11 T"J t 
(2 ) '"I.""rt tl.O'1 01 ". s .... cof'ld 

-, fr .... c 
dq;r ....... 

(3 ) rUTl1'lJn(Y't 1 "oel 1 adopt'"l.l.on 
( 4) D1s{l_1.rronH .. e ~,' ,r od pt..lt.J. t'ns 

l u c. tl. on 

=arpes J . ~ J...Y"I r,troJ. \'0 t ~1~ .... 15t O(_",OC , ' 48- Ch .d4 
1<.. f .... r r rc(..s Da/H" • i's , chol or/ lC al I~1ter?ret atlo 15 o f wOc.l e t" J 

'0 _ . 1 J09 - ..Jcct. T • .a.l'de 
E<.lrnc..<:: Jr . a"c [,Lck( r I 1: . 50Cl~ 1 IhOl...o;bt fr::>m c.. Lore. 
"TID SCJ. cn c c. , S ... ct.lOf'l " r 'I'a.c:t\r 

. heo r .1.es 0 J. >J .L <..I. r dc.. 
( 1) . '!9J-511 
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Hunter COllege of the City of Ne" York 
Sociology 56:21 

t/'/Durkheim, Emile (l858· 1917) 

1. BackGround - personal- soclal 

2. Concepts 
A. Representations of the indivldual mlnd 
B. Collective repros entations 
C. D.vlslon of Labor ln Soclety 
D, The Rules of Socl010glcal !lethod 

(1) Social "act , 
(a) Crlteria - extcriorlty - constraint 
(b) Rules for the observatio~ of 
(c) Rules for the egplanat>on of 

(2) Ru10s for dlst~ngulsh1ne between tho normal ~nd 
tho pathological 

(3) Rules for the cla3s>fic~tion of soclal types 
(4) Huloa relative to vstabllsnlng soclo1ob1cal proofs 

E. Asellc transcendentalisn 
F. The tncory of religion 
G,. The theory of knowlodge 
H Sulcide 

Elncr, An Introduction to the Histor of 80ci010 ,1948 
The Socio og1sm 0 lor 0 m an s C 00 

Alpert, Harry, E~11o Durkhe>r and His SoCiol06Y, Col~bia Univ.1939 

Durkheim, E~11e, De La d1vis1on du travail socIal, ParIs, 1902 
Simpson, Georg, L~1iG DUr£~e~ on the DivIsion of Labor in 

docicty (translation pius estlnato or D's work) 
Mc.cM111an, 1933 

Durkhein, E. RbEICS de 10 n~thode SOCiol~lqUe, 1895 
Cntl~n, George • G. (Editor) DUrkhe~n 0 Ru1cs of Sociol06icol 

J'iothod, Un1v. of chic. Press, 1938 

Durkhclm, E. Le s~~cldd, 1897 

Durkhelm, E.. Les for!1os e l onr>ntaires de In. vic. rcl16~euso Jl 1912 

Gehlke, Charles Emer, Enile Durkheit1' s Contributions t o 3001010 ionl 
Theory, Conunula n~vors~ty, 5 

Sorokin, Pitiric, Contenporory 800101001001 Thoories, 1928 
Ch, 8 - part 4 DurkhoL; ~nd h>s School 
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Hunte!' collere of t hr ';l.t,,\ of He' ~orl - Soc. 56.21 

~j S1nrnol, Geor~o (1858-1918) 

I. Bnckround · P~rsonal-Soclu l 

II. Concepts 
J~. Of society 
B . Soclo1o~y as di s tinct fro~ 

1. SocIal sclcnc~s end soc~a l psycho l ogy 
2 . Social Philosoppy--( Influence of EnnLnuc l Kont 

( 1724-1801.) 
3. The prilosophy of h_story 

C. Methods and t'-' c hnl,r.lCS of formal soc l ol oEY 
D. Pr erequisit es of sociallzot l on 
t. Fer r s of s oclnllzat l on dlstlnctlon , for~ , and 

c ont C'nt 
1 Superordino t l on end subor~lnntl~n 

a- Subordln~tlon to 
(1) , .. n l. ndlviduo.l 
(2) " group 
(3) Vor a than one superior 

2 Opposit10n 
c Conflict ond st rug~ll 
b Th€. CO"lt cs t g ... 1C. 
c . Lesol coptcst 
d I l,p(., T"son c. l i nt1".r sts 
c Conflict bc t ,~(.cn f ..lc tl. ons 
f. CompE.tltlon 
g Tern ination of conflic t 

3 . The n~~crlccl r e l at ions of soola1 f or ms 
c Isol a tior--nonad (s1ngl e individua l) 
b . ssoclotlon--dyodlc (two ~nd~v~du~ls) 
c . ~e c1 pr oc ~ ty and d1rcct oppos ~t1on-

t r1ad1c group (three ind1vidurls) 
t. a ~Q~k of ccrrc l ation; spoEific forn~tions-

Lar go group-- (Vorc thon t hreo pe r sons .) 
4 S&~t1al relations 

&. Fxclus lvc ~nd non- exclusive groups 
b . Sociol og i ca l bo~ndar1es 
c F1xatio~ and soeie l c ontent s 

5 . Per s istenc e of soc 10l gr oups 
n . Social differentiat i on 

(1) Lar go superordlna t c d c 1rcles 
(2) Spc c1s 1ized eirele~ 

I II Evn1u:tt i on 

References 
Bco.rncs , d. z: . hn Introa. to the '1.1s t 
Ch. ll-The ..:Jot.10lo .;y o f Geo rg ..J1m le1 

of ..Joo .,1948 
(R. Heberl e ) 

~bel, Theodore--Syssenetie Sociology In GornanV--l920 

Spyknan, Nicholas J.--The Social Theory of Georgo Sl mmL1--1926 

Sorokin, F.--Cont enpor ar y Soc1010gie 1 Thcor i os--l928 

Bouse , Floyd 1'. The Dcvclapmc.'1t of ..:JocloloCY, 19:36 
Ch. 34 The Fornal ~clolobY of tllmme l E.!ld Von ~'lese 
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TID.lTE3 COLLEG_ 0/ TJ"Z CIT t 01 lyZ YOnK 

30CIOlo~lCe.1 Th60rj - 56.21 

1. Backg r ound .. ~umnt. r, \ liliam Grciu.n:l ( 1 840- 19 10) 

2. Conct.p ts 
a. . Folkv'a." 5 - uo r es 
b. So cl e t ~l sel~ctlon 
c • .)Oclal codas 
d . Cl uss 

(1) DIvIsions r el. ... t ed to socl~l change 
(2 ) Class and state 
(3) ,:,tructure and con5Clousn~ss 
(4) Tho Forgo tten ~an 

e . rt!.fo r m 

3. Evo.luatlon 

REFER3J?CEo:J. 
Barnes, H. E. nIl Introduct.lon to the tlls tcry o f SOCiology 1948 

Ch. 6 \ m. G • ..,umner, Sponcerlanl Sr.J 111 • .merl can Dress 

DaVle, ,aurlee R Su;;mer Today, 1940 

House , Floyd '\ DeITe l opm E.nt of ::'oCloloey, 19 36 
Ch. 23 'The .be Clolo3Y of l~ . G. ~umner 

Keller, ,n ,. G. Rem l n l scences (nalnly per sonal) of ~ .G. wumner, 1933 

?age, Charles Hunt, Cl ass and ~\ll1 0rlCan -.)Q c lolobY, 1940 , Ch. o;»umner 

Starr, H. E. \'l llllaJil Gr anan SU'1lne r (l~ew Haven, 1925 ) 

,J /SUmner, " ,G, F0 1kvays, 1907 
For otten Lien &1d otner Essa 5, 1919 

and Keller, H,G. The bc1ence of boclety 4 vol. lc \~ tiav en, 19Z7) 



- 17 -

h'UNTER COLLEG1 OF THE CITY OF liE YORl\ 

Sociologlcal Theory- 56.21 

1. Background- dmall, hl blon lVoodburJ (1854-1926) 

2. Genesis of Small's social thinking 

3. Concepts 

Q. Conception of SOolety 
b ?ersonal lnterests 

(1) Heal th-( Food - sex - work ) 
(2) Wealth 
(3) Soclablllty 
(4) Knowledge 
(5) Boauty 
(6) Rlghtcousncss 

c. ConflIct- coop oratlon - so c iallzatlon 
d. :;,ocia1 aggregates 
E: . SOCID1 orgc.ns (~u.st=lnlnG - tr o.n sportll'lg-rcgul .... tUlg) 
f. The psycho-phYS1C,,1 cODlmunlcctlng <lp?"I'C.tus 
g. SOC1:! phYS1010gy - the functlon. of 

(1) The f cml1y 
(2) Soolety ( <lS performed by or8ans) 

I. "ethology of 
(1) The ( oml1y ond other soo 1>1 agBreBc.tes 
(2) SOOl 1 org ns 

t{. Soolal control 

4. Ilothodo1ogy 

5. EV81uatlon 

RSFERE'~Ct S 
B~rnos, H: rry Elmer, J,.n Intr oduction to the i-fisto ri of So clol.JGY , 148 

Ch. 39 biblon Uoodbury 3m -,ll i'romoter :Jt .nmc.rlc : n 
->o0101o1lV ~nd Exposito r of &00i_1 Inter.sts 

Bog erdus, E. S. Th C' Davelopm ent o f Oocl.c.l TmuGht. 1940 - &E:ct.Sm a.ll 
Ency01,pedlQ l.rnerlo""", vol 25 ( 1920) pp. 209-10 
Odum~ HO"/c.rd M. J m e rlc ~ n :Jesters :If So clCl SClonco, 1927- uoot.Small 

8m '11 t 4Ubion ~b o dbury 
Adorn Smith ...nd u.lOdcrn SocioloBY , 1901 
An In1.roductlon to tho Study 0 f -JOC1City , 1894 
General Soc i o l , py t 1905 
Orlg lns of ~c lv l oBYt 1924 
The Camcrallsts, 1909 
The dcan l ne; of 50C1 a1 Science t 1910 



- 18 -
HUNTER COLLEGE OF THE CIft OF NI> I YORK 

SocioloB 1Cal The ory - 56.21 

(J 1. 
I 

Charlos IIortoh (186~1929) 

2. Concepts Cooley 
a . Soclal and indlvl aMpGcts ot ~h. lund 
b rrlmary groups 
c. Communl ca t ion 
d. Lhe democratIc mind 
B. Tho. thoo ry of pu blic 0plnlon 
f. Soc l ol cl asse s - castes 
g. Institu t10ns and the lndlvldual 
h. The functlon 0 f publlC will 

3. Me thodology 

4. Evalu a tio n 

REFrRENCl:S. 
Amerlcan Jo urnal o t Soc 1010gy. "Co ol QY's Contrlbu tl 
Soc l al Thought", vo l. 35, No.5 ( ul .,rch 19:30) P. 702, 0 i'rlmcry 
Group Essonco enc:' Acc i dent- Ellswo rth 'DriB, vol. 38 1.9.32),41 
BlU"no s, H. E. An I"ltro ductlo n t ..) tho Histo ry o f .::ao e l ol :>gy. 948 

Ch. 43 - Charles Horton Co oley. ?l.Jnoor in P sycc'l'lo .... ""''''''lDg 
Bernas, H.B. and Be eker H. B. SO ol cl Thought from Lo ,0 t o So 1enco. 1936 

Sc ct. on Cooley 

Co oley, C. H. 
Hum an Nc..turc end tho .:IOC l ill Or dor, 19 0 2 
50 01 (\1 Ors a.n lzat lO n. 1911 
Soc i el Process, 1918 
Soc t ol ogical Theo ry end SO Otti Rc. sc c rch , 1930 

(seo Introduetlon by R. C, Angell) 

Houso, Fl oyd N. De vol opm ent o f wo ciol ogv N.Y. 1936 - ~c ct. on Co:l l cy 
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Pa~tekns of Culture - Dr. Ruth Bened~ct 
• , 

To many people, ~uth Bened~ctts Patterns of Sulture must convey unpleas~ 
I 

revelatlons. To all, 1t should empnaslze the need to rellnqu~sh that Wlde-

spread smugness of ours, and the necesslty of an attempt to regard our-

selves through our nelghbors' glasses even 1f tne spectacles do not flt 

perfectly. Dr. Benedlct's book presents a challenge to the partlclpant s of 

any culture, but 5l.DCe thQl. one deslgnated as l'lestern Cl Vlllzatlon nas spreal 

ltself more ~dely than any other group known, It 15 towards us that her wor~ 

15 malnly dlrected. Her 81m 1S vlear, she hopes tnrough an analysls of p 

prlmltlve cultures to demonstrate that no mode of Ilvlng 13 to be regaeded 

a 5 the only "correct" one, but that many d~fferent cultue-e pat i erns arose em 

ans~r to d~verse heeds of var10US people. 

Altnough every culture cl~ngs to the bel,ef that ~ ~ts own feel,ngs 

are the one normal express~on of "human' nature n, a careful ~nvest1gat~on s~ 

test,f,es that values h'ghly esteemed b¥ ODe group of people may be Just 

t nose that another group condemns, and tnat even w1th1n one culture, evalu

atlons of spec1f1c act1onS~ary from t1me to t1me. Dr. Bened1ct has sought ~ 
ver1fy th1S 1n her presentation of three cultures, each of wOlch is dom1na~~ 

by one central 1dea. 

The f1rst group 1ncludes the Pueblos of New riJex~co, notably tne Zun1 

Ind~ans, a very ceremon10US and ritual ly ~ncllned people ,who exhibit a marK~ 

lack of self-assert~veness and whose ~nst~tutl0nS m~n1mize~the ~ sltuatlo6s 

1n which seriOUS frustrat10ns can arise. 

We then obtain a glimpse into the lives of the Dobuans of Melanes1a, a 

hostile and treacherous group,who5e inst1tu~lons exalt extreme forms of 

animosity~and mali~nancy to the n~ghe st degree. 

Tne ,nst,tut,ons of the Kwak,utl Ind,ans of tne Nortbwest coast of Ame~l~ 

on the otner nand, rely mainly on the members' motive of rivalry, WhiCh is 

expressed, of course, 1n their part~cular terms. 

These three examples of culture were used because tney are so widely ~ 



d1vergent from each other 1n the1r dom1nant att 1tudes, and, by V1r~ 

of tne1r well def1ned trad1t10ns have be pn moldect 1nto patterns tmt 

are more read I ly understanda bl e than more complex soclet1es . ~r ex~ 

ample, by means of d1scuss1ng such tOP1CS a s re11gIous ceremonIes, 
attItudes towards marrIage, qual1fIcatIons for leadershmp, Dr Ben~d,et 

has shown that the dIversItIes of human adJustments are cultur ally 

condItIoned, and that even characterIstIcs common to all mankInd ~ 

fInd theIr expressIon In dIfferln6 at v1t udes and InstItutIons . 

Thus , for Instance, the basIc socIal need fsp of every human beIng 

for recognItIon and sense of group oelo~glng IS satIsfIed In one 

culture through t~e abIlIty to destroy a vast amount of possesslons, 

and I n anot~er, by aoproval accorded to meekness and extreme sobrIety . 

In a lIke manner are "abnormal ItIes" defIned accordIng to the IndIvI 

dual standards of the varIOUS cultures and It 18 wIthIn t ~1 S fIeld that 

Dr . BenedIct wIshes to evoke the greatest awareness on our part . She 

explaIns, therefore , that althougb a greatJnurnber of IndIvIdual s o~ 
partIcular socIety are able to as uume t~e behavIor dIctated by that 

socIety, due to the enormous plastICIty of theIr orIgInal potentIal 

ItIes, IndIVIdua l s whose congenIa l responses fall outSIde the arc of 

behavIor sanctIoned by the~r culture do eXIst, and must fInd adequate 

Solutlons to thelr problems ThlS lS truly dlfflcult , especlally 10 our 

own culture, WhICh makes no provISIons for an effICIent_functIonIng of 

tne se persons 

If, by attemptlng to ell~lnate the preJuQ~ce agalnst and fear 

of the unknown through or~entatlon, the ImpressIon has been created 

by Dr BenedIct that ad~lttlng the Val lQltY~f any mode of behavIor 

means obscurlng the alm of ultlmately lmprovlng all "odes of behavlor . 

then I bell eve the book has falled In lts purpose . Although the anthro

Dologlst's task IS not to attrIbute merIt or lack of mt to hIS fInd mngs, 

a flrea llstlc soclal f aIth ll can only be attaIned w1th a VIew towards 

Improvement . Dr , Benedlct ' s conclusIon of acceptlng all patterns of 

, 

,I 



disease ~8 Just as l1kely to be made the symbol of bollness 10 one SOclety as trance 
and catale psy are elsewhere. Not that the condltloDe caus~g fruatra t lon and 
ma1adJu8t~nt 1D our eOclety are necessarlly any les8 harmful than perhaps the oel .
tortur;:"ti~od drswlog of the Mexl.c an Pelh ten tee Or, together Wl. th a groWl ng unde r s tand:' 
log of cul tu:al deve!op~~n~~ , b~4-e abandon our concern for the human llle 8S well? 

No, I do not bellBve that Patte~of Culture advocates underatandlog wlthout 8n¥ 
evaluation Although the antbropologlst's task 18 not to attrlbute merlt or lack of It 
to his fl.odl.ngs, allmore reall.stic 8001a1 f81th'" c an only be attaloed _ 1th a Vl.ew toward. 
improvement of thal.TS and oura It seems , therefore,that educatlon 18 BgSlD declared 
the panacea, but ~t m.st b~ducat~on wh~ch understands all patterns of culture And 
that 18 not eo easy 



.3 
hfe as val1d,has 1mport to 'lle onl! 1f lt 15 ~ntended even tua lly 10 hL""<I 

'" ~ arrlV'7at a more satlfactory p3ttern of Ilv~ng everywhere . For 

what 1S to prevent contagloll5 dlsease from becoJ1'ol.ng the symbol of 

ho l lness In one SOclety as are trdnce and cataleosyf;lsewhere? Not 

tbat the condltlons causlng frustratlon and maladJustment In ~r 

SOclety are necessarl ly any less harmful tha n perhaps the self

to r t ure method of blood drawl.ng that the I~exlcan Penltentes pract lce . 

Or, together wlth a growlng understandlng of cultural developments , 

shall we abando~ all concern for puman Ilfe as well? 

-\lthough I do not want to read lnto thlS boal( any lntentlons 

not speclflcally stated , I do not belleve that Patterns of Culture 

Wls~es to ell.~lnate all evaluatlon However , u~tll we are reaOJ 

to Judge vIe must refralr, frorn ~It seems, therefore, that educat10n 

15 aea1n declared the panacea , but 1t must b~ca110n WhlCh under

stands all patterns of culture And that ~s not so easy _ 




