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recounts mghts around the campfire days spent hlkmg through 
the snow or tentmg under a summer sky It 18 m thiS great out
doors that the basIc foundations of Scontmg are brought to 
the boys 

Splntual values are brought sharply mto focus If the Scout 
learns the secrets of the forest and river and beholds the 
grandeur of the unaverse He can better fulfill his duty to other 
people as well DS to himself when he learns to hve In the 
outdoors and to be prepared to meet any emergency 

In addition, the Scout learns brotherhood and fellowship 
through hiS common actlvlbes with other Scouts Here IS a 
combmatton offered by no other youth organization the ro
mance of the outdoors coupled with the Ideals that make for a 
healthier and hapPier hfe That IS why I conSider myself fortu
nate to be able to enJoy the mamfold activIties and advantages 
that Scoutmg offers That IS why I am proud to be a member of 
the Boy Scouts of America 

-EAGLE SCOUT MARTIN CITRIN 

Troop 146 Temple Israel DetrOit MJeh 

The Ner Tam.d Award 

The Ner Tamld Award IS available to 
Scouts who have .s.atlsfactorlly fulfHled the 
reqUirements found In the Ner Tamld 
Record Beak Please contact your Local 
Boy Scout Office 

A broMe medal attached to a blue 
and wh,te ribbon and a bronla barp," 
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We have awarded you this Ner Tamld Medal because you 
have earned It and because we have confldence that you will 
translate your reverence for God mto dally conduct Thus you 
will lulflU the standards of our people so clearly vOiced by the 
prophet Micah What doth the Lord reqUire of thee only to 
do Justly and to love mercy, and to walk humbly wIth thy 
God? (MIcah VI 8) 

May God bless you and keep you and be ever with you' Amen 
-RABBI HOWARD L FINEBERG 

Butte, Montana 

Rabbi Samuel Berliant and Rabbi Norman Sflht co d.alrmen of the 
Net Tam,d Committee congratulate ReligIous Award reclplenh and 

thelf Scoutmaster In New Yefr. CIty 
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A Scout Speaks on the Ner Tamld Award 

The Twelfth Scout Law reads A Scout IS Reverent-He IS 
..,.reverent toward God He IS faithful m his religIOus duties and 

respects the convIctIOns or others m mattet s of custom and 
rehglOn 

By this statement we know that Scout Leaders realize young 
men cannot sufficiently develop along the hnes of character 
bUlldmg clean hvmg and good citizenship without splfltuai 
motivatIOn and proper reltglOus gUidance 

I conSider It a high honor and privilege to receive the Ncr 
Tamld Award The Ner Tamld Medal has a ribbon of blue and 
white-the colors of the anCient player shawl and below It IS 
a miniature of the Ner Tamld lamp which hangs ovel the Holy 
Ark We call It the Eternal Light which symbohzes bdter than 
any other ceremOnial object the Jew s etclnal devotIOn to the 
practices and he ritage of hiS religIOn Scouts of other faiths 
have the opportunity to reef;,'!lve a slmllal lcverence recognitIOn 
award for outstandmg set v ice to the ll ChUl ch and community 

To me however the Ncr Tamld medal IS more than Just a 
purely rehglOus award for the Ner Tamld Award and the Ea gle 
Scout Medal which IS worn fight beSide It VIVidly sy mbolize 
the three great precepts upon which Scoutmg In Amenca and 
the Boy Scout Movement all over the world IS founded-Duty 
to God Duty to country Duty to others These three precepts 
are refe rred to In the uplifted three finge lS 10 the Sign and 
10 the three pOints of the Scout Badge 

The wonder of the Boy Scout Movement IS not that It advo
cates these great principles- Duty to God Duty to country and 
Duty to others for we realize that any person Scout or not 
deSirOUS of moldmg a good life must follow them The wonder 
IS m the manner 10 which Scouting Imparts Its teachings 

Scout Leaders realize the madequacy of lec tures and dlsser
tallons to Impress Ideals on young me n They use as their mos t 
potent tool the great outdoors which spells magic and adven
ture for many boys 

Mention mountams rivers and forests to a Scout and watch 
hiS eyes light up Listen to the warmth of hiS words as he 
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Cleanhness of mmd and body mdlcates self-respect and 
strength of character 

Who shall ascend mto the mountam of the Lord' 
And who shall stand In HIs holy place' 
He that hath clean hands and a pure heart 

(Psalm 24 3 4) 

12 A Seoul 18 Reverenl 

He IS reverent toward God He IS falttuul m his religIOus 
dulles and respects the convictIOns of others m matters 
of custom and religion 

All men were created by God and all are equal before Him 
By hVlng up to the Scout Oath and Law we do our duty to 
God and our fellow man 

It hath been told thee 0 man what IS good and what 
the Lord doth require of thee 

Only to do Justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
With thy God (Micah 6 8) 

Th. Her T amid Award being presented by Rabbi L.on Fram 
at remple Is,ael D.trolt Michigan 
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On Presentmg The Ner Tamld Award 

As !n our Synagogue so In every Jewish house of WOI ship 
;throughout the ages the Ner Tamld 01 Eternal Light has been 
kept burnmg unceasmgly before the altar In accordance With 
the commandment In the Bible (Exodus 27 20 21) And thou 
shalt command the chlldrcn of Israel that they bring unto thec 
pure olive 011 beaten for thc light to cause a lamp to burn con
tinually to burn from evening to mornmg before the Lord It 
shall be a statute forever throughout their generatIOns on bc
half of the children of Israel 

How proud these Scouts should be to wear the emblem of a 
light which our people have kept burning before the Lord for 
almost three thousand years. Sustamed by the conViction that 
God was ever With them our people spread Its religiOUS doc
trines of reverence for God and love of mankmd throughout 
the world Suffermg or prosperity were but mCldental mere 
circumstances before the unwavermg faith of a holy people 
whose miSSion It was to share With all mankmd ItS strengthen
mg and comfortmg faith In a good and merCiful PrOVidence 
As Hemrlch Heme said Israel IS a people that has fought and 
suffered on every battle-field of human thought With head 
bloody but unbowed our people have surVIVed the ages and 
enriched the CIVIlizations of the earth Therefore to these 
Scouts we can say We challenge you to find among all the 
emblems and IRslgDla and decorations of the world an oldel and 
more honorable symbol than the Eternal Light of our people 
Wear It therefore as earth s most anCient badge of honm for 
It IS no less 

With thiS prIVilege come responSlblhlles The Twelfth Scout 
Law statcs A Scout IS Revelent All that you do In life must 
reHeet your reverence for God as He IS elel nally present even 
when you thmk you are alone you are not for He IS With you 
You must so revere God that you v..11I have the understanding to 
heed the words of Job who said Reverence for God IS the be
gIRDIng or Wisdom and to depart rrom eVil IS undcrstandm~ 
(Job 28 28) 

II 



Scouts from many lands 9ather for Sabbath Servlce~ at Sinh World 
Jamboree In France 1947 

of God The best place to began obedience IS by being obedient 
to parents Scoutmaster Patrol Leader and all other dJ.dy con
Stituted authOrities 

When Moses set before the people of Israel all the laws which 
God commanded him all the people answered together and said 

All that the Lord hath spoken we will do (Exodus-19 8) 

8 A Scout 18 Cheerful 
He smiles whenever 

prompt and cheery 
hardships 

he can HIS obedience to orders IS 
He never shirks nor grumbles at 

Nobody likes a grouch It IS Important therefore to culti
vate happiness and a cheerful dispOSItion 

We use 011 on a machIne to make all of the parts run smoothly 
Cheerfulness IS to hfe what 011 IS to a machine It makes all that 
we do go more smoothly When we are cheerful we get on 
beUer ourselves and we are more agreeable and helpful to all 
other people 

A cheerful heart IS a good mediCine a broken SPirit drleth 
up the bones (Proverbs-17 22) 
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9 A SeoUl 18 Thrifty 
He does not wantonly destroy property He works faith

fully wastes nothing and makes the best use of hiS 
opportunllles He saves hiS money so that he may pay 
hiS own way be generous to those in need and helpful 
to worthy objects He may work for pay but mllst not 
receive tiPS for courtesies or Good Turns 

By thrift we mean making the best lise of our earnings and 
aVOIdmg all waste We should save part of what we earn and 
use the rest for our needs and those of others 

Go to the ant thou sluggard consldel hel ways and be 
Wise havmg no gUide overseer or ruler s he provldeth 
her bread In the summer and gathereth her food In the 
harvest (Proverbs-6 6) 

10 A Scout 18 Brave 

He has the courage to face danger In spite of fear and 
to stand up for the nght against the coaxlngs of friends 
or the Jeers or threats of enemies and defeat does not 
down him 

To be brave does not mean not to fear but to have courage In 

spIte of fear Concern for the nght and the truth and to defend 
It With all our might IS the highest bravery of all 

The story of DaVid and Gohath IS famous because It IS a story 
of great bravery You Will recall how the Phlhsllne Goliath 
defied the Llvmg God There was no one an the armies of 
Is rael to take up hiS challenge but DaVid a shepherd lad volun
teered to battle With the strong men of the Phllistmes DaVid 
was brave and he had kith as well and he said The Lord had 
delivered me out of the paw of the hon and out of the paw of 
the bE:dr He Will dehver thee out of the hands of the Phil-
Istines (Samuel 1-17 37) 

11 A Scout 18 Oean 

He keeps clean In body and thought stands (or clean 
speech clean sport clean habtts and travels With a clean 
crowd 
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3 A Scout III Helpful 
He must be prepared at any time to save hfe help inJured 

persons and share the home duties He must do at least 
one Good Turn to somebody every day 

Every hwnan being IS our neighbor We should be ready and 
glad to help anyone In need of assistance whatever be hiS 
nallonabty creed or color A Scout should always be on the 
lookout for an opportUnity to help someone 

Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother to thy 
poor and to thy needy In thy land (Deuteronomy 15 12) 

4- A Scoul 18 Friendly 

He IS a fCiend to all and a brother to every other Scout 

One of the purposes of Scouting IS to develop fnendshlp True 
fCiendshlp IS among the greatest blessmgs of hfe One of the 
most famous fCiendshlps IS that of Jonathan and Davu3 It was 
a mutual fCiendshlp each felt the same way toward the other 
There was no Jealousy or Clvalry because of the success 
or poSition of the other Jonathan stood up for David even 
before hiS father the King and tCied to have him treated 
fairly He was wllhng to help him even at the risk of hiS own 
success and welfare (See First Book of Samuel-IS 1-16 Also 
20 1-17) 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy~elf (LeVItiCUS 
19 IS) 

5 A Scout III CourteoU8 
He IS pohte to all espeCially to women children old 

people and the weak and helpless He must not take pay 
for bemg helpful or courteous 

Courtesy IS another word for politeness It IS the mark of a 
gentleman It helps make hfe smooth and pleasant 

When a Scout IS courteous he nol only makes other people 
feel better but It makes him feel better too 

Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head and honour the 
face of the old man and thou shalt fear thy God I am 
the Lord (LeVitiCUS 19 32) 
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6 A Seout 18 Kmd 
He IS a fCiend to animals He Will not kill nor hurt any 

hvmg creature needlessly but will stCive to save and pro
<tett all harmless hfe 

It IS well known that the Bible commands us to be kmd to 
the weak and the helpless To those who are Sick and to those 
In trouble But the Bible also teaches us to be kind to ammals 
as well and to all hal mless liVing creatures As It IS written m 
the Book of Proverbs 

The righteous man regardeth the life of hiS beast 
(Proverbs 12 10) 

7 A SCOUI 18 Obedlenl 

He obeys hiS palents Scoutmaster Patlol Leadel and 
all other duly constituted authorities 

If we are to grow mto good Citizens we must obey the laws 
of our country If we are to have strong healthy bodies we 
must obey the laws of health In the same way If we are to 
develop the right kind of character we must keep the laws 

SCOutl partiCipate In Scout Sabbath Servll:Ii/, 92nd Street Y M H A 
New Yark City 
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The Meaning o( 

The Ten Commandments to Scouts 
I I am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of the house 

of bondage 
This means to be faithful to God HIs Torah Bnd Its 
teachmgs 

II Thou shalt have no other gods before Me 
ThIs also means to prize Truth and RIght LIving more 
than ambItion success and wealth 

III Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God In vam 
ThIs means also not to swear not to use profane language 
a nd to fulfill all promises 

IV Remember the Sabbath day to keep It holy 
This mC(l n s to belIeve In the holiness or the Sabbath and 
to honor JeWIsh tradition generally 

V Honor thy father and thy mother 

VI 

ThIs means to be respectful obedient and polite to parents 
teachers Bnd to all good men 

Thou shalt not murder 
This means a lso to be merCiful and not to harm any hvmg 
creature 

VII Thou shalt not conumt adultery 
This means to keep oneself clean and healthy In body and 
In mmd 

VIII Thou shalt not steal 
ThiS means to be honest and to respect the rights and 
property of others 

IX Thou shalt not bear false Witness against thy neighbor 
ThiS means not to he-but to be fair and truthful to others 
and to oneself 

X Thou shalt not covet anythmg that IS thy neighbor s 
ThiS means not to be Jealous of others but to seek to 
Improve oneself and to do good unto others 
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Source Material (or Sermonettes 
THE SCOUT OATH 

On my honor I Will do my best 
To do my duty to God and my country and to obey 
the Scout Law 
To help other people at a ll limes 
To keep myself phYSically strong mentally awake and 
morally straight 

Bible quotations Illustrating the Scout Law 

I A Scoul 18 TrulIlwurlhy 
A Scout s honm IS to be trusted If he were to VIOlate 

hiS honor by tellmg a he or by cheatmg or by not dOing 
exactly a gIVen task when trusted on hiS honor he may 
be directed to hand over hiS Scout Badge 

A Scout s word should be as good as hiS bond He speaks and 
acts the truth and can be depended upon to do hiS duty to the 
best of hiS ability 

Thou shalt not bedr false witness against thy neighbor 
(Exodus 20 13) 

2 A SeoUl 18 Loyal 
He IS loyal to all to whom loyalty IS due hiS Seoul 

leader hiS home parents and country 

Joseph IS an example of loyalty to hiS family hiS country and 
hiS God He was faithful to hiS master when he was a slave 
When he became prosperous he sent for hiS family and shared 
hiS good fortune With !.hem He was not ashamed of them as 
many are of their poorel relations when they have succeeded 
In the world 

He did not mistreat hiS brothers because they treated him 
wrongfully but forgave them and helped them When he held 
high office he served 'for the benefit of hiS country and the wel
fare of the people Throughout hiS life Joseph was loyal to God 
When Pharaoh praised Joseph as an Interpreter of dreams 
Joseph answered Pharaoh saYing It IS not In me God Will 
give Pharaoh an answer of peace (GenesIs 41 15) 
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Supplementary Prayer 
(To be mimeographed and Inserted In Prayer Book) 

Reapon.lve Reading A Scout IS Reverent 

~ader The Torah 15 a Tree of LIfe and aU who hold It are 
happy 

Scouts Because a Scout 15 Reverenl-
He strives to be true to God study the Torah and to hve 
accordmg to Its commands 

Leader Seek the peace of the city and pray unto the Lord for 
It for In the peace thereof shall ye have oeace 

Scouts Because a Scout IS Reverenl-
He IS loyal to America and Its Ideals of religIOUS hberty 
to all 

Leader All Jews a re mindful of the well-bemg of one 
another 

Scouts Because a Scout IS Reverent-
He IS loyal to the Jewish people and IS ready tri help hIS 
fellow Jews everywhere 

Leader For out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem 

Scouts Because a Scout IS Reverent-
He IS mindful of the high place that Israel plays 10 the 
spiritual hfe of the Jew wherever he dwells 

Leader Honor thy Father and thy Mother that thy days may 
be long upon the land' 

Scouts Because a Scout IS Reverent-
He IS a devoted and loyal son to hiS parents 

Leader Oh how good It IS and how pleasant for brothers to 
dwell together m untty 

Scouts Because a Scout IS Reverent-
He strives to be a good Scout a good Jew and a good 
American at all times 
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Sabbath Servlce5 at Scoul Camp Ten Mile River New York 

Scout Prayer 

Ever-hvmg God we raise up our vOices III thanksgi Ving fOi 

the blessmgs we enjoy through Scouting We .. sk t hy benediC
tIOn upon the Boy Scout Movement wh ich has been rendcllng 
devoted serVlC~e to youth for many decades A Movement which 
IS broad In Its outlook recogm zmg no diffe rences of color I ace 
or creed Just brothers together and whi ch s tt lVes to bUild the 
flnest character m a boy spu rnng him on With Its <: pl cndld 
moUo Be prepared to serve hiS God hi S country a nd hiS 
fellow men 

We are thankful to our parents for their conSideration kind 
ness and love May we always appreciate a ll the sacnfices 
made for our sake 

Teach us to play fairly and to learn and practice the laws of 
cooperailon and frlendhness Help us to express our thanks
glvmg not only In words but also With deeds I.J t goodness and 
truth Amen 
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FOREWORD 

,...-,HE Jewish Committee on Scoutmg IS highly pleased to make 
• available this new editIon of SuggestIOns fOT BOll Scout 

Sabbath It IS gratlfymg to know that Rabbis and Scout Leaders 
have found the prevIous editions of thiS pamphlet helpful In 

plannmg and conducting Boy Scout Sabbath Services 

ThIS new editIOn contams outlines of Sabbath Services sup
plementary prayers exposItions on the Scout Law and material 
on the Ner Tamld religiOUS award We sincerely hope that the 
presentation of the Ner Tamld Award to qualIfied Scouts Will 
Increasmgly become one of the features of Scout Sabbath 
Services 

Durmg Boy Scout Week which comes each year In February 
Scouts throughout the country are urged to rededicate them
selves to the Ideals and prmclples of the Scout Oath and Law 
and above all to the TweUth Scout Law 

A Scout IS Reverent He IS reverent toward God He IS 
faithful In hiS rehglous duties and respects the convictIOns of 
others In matters of custom and religion 

Each year the Synagogue Council of America deSignates the 
Sabbath during Boy Scout Week as Scout Sabbath and urges 
RabbiS and Scout Leaders to hold appropriate services for 
Scouts their parents and their friends In Synagogues through
out the land It IS hoped that every JeWish boy m Scouting Will 
have an opportunity to attend a Scout Sabbath Service dUring 
Boy Scout Week 

On behalf of the JeWish Committee on Scoutmg I express 
thanks to Harry Lasker Director of JeWish RelatIOnships Boy 
Scouts of America for preparmg thiS helpful pamphlet 

IMOIlIUS 

FRANK L WElL Nahonal ChalTman 

JeWish Committee on ScoutlRg 

Outlines of 
Scout Sabbath Services 

A Scouts achyely participate In Friday evening or Sabbalh 
morning sen'lees 

ThiS might mclude some or all of the followmg 
I Ushermg at the serVice-ali Scouts In umform 
2 Color Guard ceremony 
3 Reading of one or more prayers by Scouts 
4 PresentatIOn of Ner Tamld Award 
5 Sermonelte by Rabbi Scout Leader 01 Scout 
6 Scouts serve refreshments In vestry room afte l sel \ ICC 

B Scouts conduct Youth Sabbath Service 
In many congregations special youth services are held on 

Saturday mornmg for and by the pupils of the religiOUS school 
Some Scouts who are pupils of these religIOUS schools no doubt 
attend the JUnior servICes and are thoroughly familiar with 
them It should thereCore be relatively Simple to arrange for 
the local Scout group to take charge of the youth service on thiS 
particular Sabbath 

1 The service would follow the usual order With Scouts 
acting as cantors and readers 

2 Supplementary readmgs and hymns bearmg on the Scout 
Law could be mtroduced With the consent of the Rabbi or 
PrmClpal 

3 The Color Guard ceremony could be enacted 
4 The sermon or story should be given by a Scout 
5 The Scout Troop should prOVide all children With refresh

ments after the service If funds are available 

C Scouts parllelpale In &en-Ice sponsored by 
JeWish War Veleron PoSl, CUnImUlllh 

YMHA 

B'nal B'rlth. 
Cenl .. r, or 

In many commUhlhes the above-mentioned and other nahonal 
JeWish orgamaatlons sponsor the servICe for the Scouts The 
particular type of service IS determined by the congregatIOn 
where It IS held while the extent and kmd of participation by 
lhe Scouts depends upon what tasks are assigned to each of 
the cooperatmg organlzallons The mInimum participation by 
Scouts ought to consist of Color Guard ceremony ushermg and 
reading of one or more prayers 
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2 Tell the story of how the Scout s ancestor .. came to America 
and estabhshed themselves here 

Tell what Jewish traditions have been chenshed by the 
Scout s famtly 

Give the Hebrew namco; of tlve members of your family 
Including your own and bc able to explain the meaning of 
each name 

3 List (or preferably show on a map) at least ten major JeWish 
agencies and institutions In the Scout s home city (If the 
commumty does not have as many as ten agencies locatc aU 
the JeWish Instltutlons and agenc ies m the town) 

4 

List the tcn largest cIties 10 the United States "Ihowlng the 
total population and the JeWish population In each 

GIVe a brief account of how the Jews came to America Select 
ten of the following great America n Jews and describe their 
contribution to the bUlldmg of Amenca and to American 
Judaism 

LUIS de Torres 
Judah Touro 
Mordecai Manuel Noah 
Hyam Solomon 
Uriah PhillIps Levy 
Rebecca Gratz 

Isaac M Wise 
Emma Lazarus I 

Solomon Schechter 
Yehoaah 
LoUIS Marsball 
LoUIS D Brandeis 

Henrietta Szold 

E World I ... ry 

Do the lint and choose either number 2 or 3 

1 Tell what religious festivals customs books Ideals needs 
etc which the Jews of America have In common With Jews 
In other countries of the world 

Name at least three funds or agencies for Jews overseas to 
which the Scout has contributed recently DeSCribe the pur. 
poses and work of each 

10 

2 On a map of Palestine show-
The regions of the country 
Five bodies of water 
Five Important cItIes 
At least ten Jewish farm settlements 

Tell what each of the (allOWing did for Palestme Theociorc 
Hcrzl Henrietta Szold LoUIS D Brandeis Chalm WelzrnJ.nn 

Tell briefly what three of the follOWing are domg m th(> 
rebuilding of Palestine JeWish National Fund United P;l.les· 
tme Appeal Hadassah Halutzun Hebrew University Hls
tadrut Mlzrachl Z 0 A JeWish Agency 

3 Make a scrapbook of JeWish current events contammg n ews 
Items pictures cartoons stories articl!:!s etc 

List (or preferably show on a map) the JeWish population In 

10 Important countries 

Tell how the Jews of America are helping Jews In Europp 
and other countries Describe the work of the Jomt Distribu
tion Committee 
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8 Synagogrce 

Do the fiTSt ond choose anyone of the other three 

Participate regularly In Sabbath ond Hohday services during 
the current year 
Present a plan or description of the Scout s synagogue show
Ing the location of various sacred obJects nnd explain how 
they are used 
Tell when the Scout s synagogue w ... s estabhshed and how 
It IS governed and m untalnE'd 

2 Describe the prayerbooks used In the Scout s synagogue and 
tell when each IS used 

3 

4 

Show that he can follow the Sabbath Service 01 hLS own 
synagogue 
In the Scout's own prayerbook show the mommg prayers 
said upon wakmg the benedictions or Blrchoth Hanehenm 
the Grace after lI'eals prayers at bedtune 
GIVe the Important Ideas contulDed In the Klddush Shema 
Adon Olam En Kelohenu and two other prayers 

Show eVidence 01 havmg been Bar Mitzvah and tell wh ... t 
Bar Mitzvah means 0 the Jl WISh boy 
Chant the HaHorah for the Scout s Bar Mitzvah Tell the 
contents of the Haftarah 
Explam the meanmg and contents 01 the Tefllhn Attend 
mommg services at which the Tefllhn are worn 

Explain when the Talhs IS worn and why 

Give eVidence of havmg been C'onflnned 
Write a summary of the cour"e the Scout took m preparation 
for Confirmation 
Describe the Confirmation ceremony 

Do the first and choose anyone of the other three 

Be a regular pupil at a Hebrew School or a student of 
Hebrew at a pubhe High School for one year or of a Sunday 
RehglOus School for two years since becommg d Boy Scout 
Have a statement from the teacher that the Scout s work has 
been satisfactory 

p 

(Scouts who find It unposslble to attend formal classes may 
substitute an eqUivalent course of private study under the 
SupervlSlon 01 a teacher or rabbi) 

.Be prepared to diSCUSS Bible Quotallon~ and examples from 
? JewLSh history which explam the Scout Law 

2 Show In your own Bible the books which make up the 
Torah the Prophets and the Wrltmss 
Explam the meaning of Sidrah and of Haftorah 
What IS the Talmud? What does It contain? DescrJbe a book 
of the Talmud Whl<'h the Scout has sPC'n or explain live say
mgs from the EthiCS of the F<lthcrs 

3 Translate one chapter 01 the Book of GenesIs 

4 

Compose a Hebrew letter or story of at least 100 words 

Select three names Irom each group and tell what made 
each 01 them famous 

I 
Abraham 
Moses 
Samuel 
DaVid 
Solomon 
EhJah 
bamh 
Judah Maccabee 
HtIlel 

II 
Yochanan Ben 

Zakkal 
Aklba 
Judah Hanassl 
Saadyah Goon 
Rashl 
Judah Haievi 
Malmonldes 
Isaac Abarbanel 
Joseph Karo 

III 
Bal Shcm Tov 
Gaon of Wilna 
Moses Mendelsohn 
Isaac M Wise 
Solomon Schechter 
Theodore Herzl 
ChaYlm Nachman 

Blaltk 
LoUIS D Brandel'! 
Henrietta Szold 

D The .4merlcan }etolsil Communay 

Do the first and choose anyone of the other three 

Present Net' Tcrnld Record Book shOWing at least 150 hours of 
service to school synagogue Scout Unit and the community 
durmg the current year (Ushermg helpmg m the syna
gogue office butldlng a Succah etc See list of thmgs to do 
In Ner Tamld Record Book) 

Name at least three local JeWish organlzallons and two non
sectarian orgamzatlons to which the Scout has contributed 
durmg the past year Tell the purpose of each of these 
organizations 
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8 Participating In the collection of clothing food books etc 
for charity 

9 Planting and care of shrubs trees and flowers around the 
Synagogue School or Center 

10 Asslstmg m hbrary of Synagogue School or Center 
II Making and distributing posters and announcements for 

Synagogues School etc 

J2 Helping With constructIon and painting of scenery for plays 
presented In the Synagogue Rehglous School or Center 

13 Domg errands for the Synagogue School SOCial Service 
Agency 

14 Bulldmg and decoratmg a Succah for the home Synagogue 
Center or School 

15 Wrltmg for or helping to get out paper for ReligIOUS School 
18 Repalrmg property or equipment of Synagogue School or 

Center 
17 Other services of Similar standard may be submitted for 

service credit It approved by the Rabbi or Counselor 

HELPS AVAILABLE AT LOCAL SCOUT OFFICE 

ApplIcation Blanks (or the Ner Tamld Award 
2 Ner Tamul Gmde for Scout.t which mcludes Instru~lIons 

procedures and general mformatlon to assist the Scout In 
fulfillmg the reqUirements It IS Similar In function to a 
Ment Bad.(!e Pamphlet 

3 Ner Tamld Record Book for Scouts 

4 Aleph Award CertifIcates to be presented to Tenderfoot and 
Second Class Scouts who have fulfilled the preliminary 
reqUirements lor the Award 

5 Ner Tanud Scout Award A gUide lor Rdbbl" Counselors 
and Scout Leaders 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ALEPH AWARD 

CERTIFICATE 

(For boys who are Tender/oat and Second Class Scouts) 

ReCite In Hebrew or English the Ten Commandments and 
explam their meaning 

2 Regular <IUcnClonce at synagogue services on the Sabbath 
(Frldoy evemng or Saturday mornmg) for at least one month 

• 

I 
], 

3 DeSCribe the work 01 at least one charitable organization to 
which the Scout has made a finanCial contribution 

4 Explam the meamng o( the Twelfth Scoul Law 
5 Name SIX JeWish holtdays observed during the year and 

y deSCribe briefly how each IS celebrated 
8 Read a book of JeWish biography or history and tell about 

ItS contents 

7 Make a draWing of or describe the Ncr Tamld (Eternal 
Light) In your synagogue and tell what It means 

8 Present a notebook contalnmg the matermls for the Aleph 
Award standards and decorate the cover page 

REQUIREMENTS FOR NER TAMID AWARD 
(For b01ls who are First Class Scouts and Scouts 0/ hlght>r rank) 

A Home Obaer"ance 

Do the first and choose anyone of the other three 
Give the Hebrew dates of the JeWish holidays and fcstlvals 
and tell briefly why they are celebrated 
Tell how the Scout observes the S,bbath and the JeWish 
Holidays at home and the me'mmg to the Scout of thiS 
observance 
Make or draw at least two ccremonlal objects used In the 
observance of the Sabbath and holidays Be able to e'(plam 
the meanmg and use of each object 

2 Give the titles of ten or more JeWish books which evel y 
JeWish home should have Include books for study prayer 
and readmg 
Tell brleHy the contents of at least five of the'll'.! books and 
write a book review of one of the books 

Smg or play at I~ast five JeWish melodies 

3 Recite the names of the Hebrew months 
Explain the mam differences and Similarities between the 
Civil .md Hebrew calendars 
Make a wall calelld,r of the JeWish hohd'lys for the current 
year Show the dates and symbols of each holiday 

4 Observe the laws of Kashruth 
Explain the meanmg of the obsel v'Inct. of Kashruth 

Tell some rules for obserVing Kdshruth while campmg 
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THE LOCAL NER TAMID AWARD COMMITTEE 

The plan IS to form In each community a local Ner Tamld 
Conumttee, conslstmg of Rabbis Teachers Center Workers and 
promment Jewish laymen It would be helpful to Include Jewish 
laymen who have been active m Local Courts of Honor or who 
have been related to the Scout Advancement Program who 
would therefore appreciate the necessity ot maintaining high 
standards This Committee WllJ serve as a Ner Tumid Board of 
Review to review the record of the candidate for the Award 
and recommend to the NatIOnal Ner Tumid Committee those 
who are worthy to receive It 

STEPS IN EARNING THE AWARD 

A Scout who Wishes to qualify for the Ner Tumid Award 
secures an apphcatlon blank from his Rabbi or Scoutmaster fiUs 
It out and returns It to hlS Rabbi or Counselor (these apphcatlon 
blanks are available at the Local Scout Office) 

2 The Scout gets a copy of the Ne'/' TQmtd GUld~ for Scouts 
and the small Ner TClmtd Record Book which contains the require
ments for the Award as well as mformation to help hun oblaln It 
The Scout then dIscusses the Award WIth his Rabbi Hebrew 
Teacher or other quahfied Counselor who will gUIde him an 
fulfilling the reqUirements He proceeds to fultlll the require
ments for the Aleph Award Certificate, which 1,8 preliminary 
to the Ner Tamld Award The Scout keeps a record of all hIS 
work for the Award m a special Ner Tamld Notebook {or review 
With hIS Rabbi or Counselor 

3 When the requU'ements for the Aleph Award have been 
completed to the sat18factlon of the Counselor the Rabbi (m 
a Hebrew School the Prmclpal or Teacher In a JeWish Com
muntty Center the ExecutIve Director or Group Work Super
visor) presents the Scout With the Certificate The Scout then 
begans fulfilling the Ner Tamld reqUlrements Standards as ful
filled are entered In the Ner Tamtd Rec07'd Book the Rabbi or 
Counselor checks the record perIodically and Inttlals the com
pleted proJects (Ner TClmld Guufe for Scouts Aleph Award Cer
tificates and Ner Tamuf Record Books are available at the Local 
Scout Office) 
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4 When the Scoul has completed aU the requirements his 
Scoutmaster endorses the Ner Tamtd Record Book and prcsents It 
to the Rabbi or Counselor who exammes the Scout If he finds 
thaL-1he Scout has mel all the requirements-has attamed First 

" Clas!> Scout Rank has completed 150 credit hours of ~ervlce to 
the Synagogue Scout Umt and the Commumty and has fulfilled 
all the religIOUS reqUIrements-the Rabbi or Counselor signs the 
Ner Tumid Record Book and submits It to the Local Nel Talnld 
Committee If the Comnuttee finds everythmg m order and IS 

satl!>hN that standards have been mamtamed It certifies the 
Record Book returns at to the RabbI or Counselor who forwards 
It to the JeWIsh Committee on Scoutmg at 2 Park Avenue Nt.w 
York 1& N Y cncl08mg a cheek or money order for $125 
On approval by the National Ner Tanud Comnuttee the Ner 
Tamld Medal IS forwarded to the Rabbi or Counselor The 
Award should be presented at an appropriate pubhc ceremony 
preferably durmg Boy Scout Anntversary Week m February 
Ordmardy the local Synagogue Center or School buys the 
Award and presents It to the Scout 

AC('EPTABLE SERVICE PROJECTS 

1 Servmg as usher In Synagogue-at religiOUS services fo
rums celebrations etc 

2 Sen me 3S leader or a!.slstnnt In any &ynagohue or Sco1ltmg 
activity 

3 Actmg as monitor or as leader of club an ReligIOUS School 

4 Helpmg m office of Synagogue Center School SOCI'l] Serv
Ice \g(>ncy or JeWIsh organtzatlon 

5 Serving as cantor chOir member reader or In some othcr 
.IctJv{' capr:clty m the Juntor Congregation 

6 Helpmg With the enrollment of pupIls In RehglOus School
dl<;trlbutmg letters and leaflets brmgmg fnends to the 
school etc 

7 Decoratmg the Synagogue School Center or home for the 
holidays and other special events 
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FOREWORD 

The Twelfth Scout Law states A Scout IS Reverent He 18 

reverent toward God He IS faithful In his rehglous duties, 

and respects the convictions of others In mattcn of custom and 
rehglon This Scout Law mdlcates the Importance which the 
Boy Seout movement places upon the Scouts' religious traming 

In the buddmg of character The Boy Scout movement recog
nizes however that this tramlne: IS the responslblhty of the 
Synagogue the Chureh the home and other agencies concerned 
With relIgious education 

The JeWish Committee on Scouhng therefore In cooperatIOn 
With the Synagogue Cout'lcil of America and the JeWish Educa
hon Committee of New York and in response to many requests 
from Synagogues and other JeWish organizations has developed 
the Ner Tarrud Scout Award to help JeWish boys who are Scouts 
to live up to the Twelfth Scout Law Sunllar awards have been , 
developed by the Catholic and Protestant Committees on Scoutmg 

On behalf of the JeWish Comnuttee on Scouting I extend 
thanks to Ben M E<hdln of the JeWish Education Committee of 
New York and to Harry Lasker of the Boy Scouts of America, 
for developing the reqUirements for the Award and Its adminiS
tration Thanks are also expressed to RabbiS Samuel Berhant 

Wilham S Malev and Samson A Sham of Queens and to 
Edward B Schlfreeo for their contributIOn In experunentlng 
With the Award In Queens New York City and also to the 
members of the Nallonal Ner Tamld Committee and to many 
rabbiS and educators throughout the country for thelT very 

helpful comments and suggeshons 

FRA.NK L WElL, Nahorutl ChaIrman 

JeWish Comnllttee on Scouttng 

• 

• 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Ner Tamld Aw.lrd IS designed to help Jewish boys who 

arfl,.Scouts, observe the Twelfth Scout Law A Scout IS Rever

ent It IS presented to the Scout upon the lull1l1mcnt or the 
reqluremenls which appc,r m another section of thIS pamphlet 
These religiOUS standards represent the JeWish mterplet'llton 
of the Scout leqUirement for advancement that a boy mue;l 
furnish salle;factory eVidence that he has put Into pi 1CtiCC In 

hiS dally life the principles oC the Scout Oath 'lnd La .... 

All JeWish agcncle<;-Synagogucs Centere; Schools and olhf'r 
orgdOlzatlOns-may use thiS Ner Tamld Program for Scoul,> In 

their own Troops or for Scouls who are members of Troops In 

other sponsoring Instltuhons The Scout carries on hiS regular 
Scouting program In hiS own Troop while he carnee; on the 
Ner Tamld Award Program under the gUidance oC hiS Rdbbl or 
hiS Counselor 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NER TAMIU AWARD 

The Ner Tamld Award IS a medal representmg the Eternal 
Light which hangs m front of the Holy Ark In the SYnagogue 
It IS attached to a blue and white ribbon and a bronze bar pin 

which carnes the inscription m Hebrew letter'> Ner Tamld 
and In English Eternal Light The Ner Tamld In the Syn3-
gogue of our own day goes back to the seven-branched Menorah 
<candle-holder) oC the ancient Temple of Solomon By day 
and by Right the seven flames of the Menorah burned unceas
Ingly befOie the Altar symbohzmg the Eternal presence of God 

WEARING OF THE AWARD 

The Boy Scouts of America have authOrized the Ner Tamld 
Award to be worn over the left breast pocket at the le ft of the 
Eagle Scout Badge or when the Eagle Badge IS not worn 
centered above the flap of the left breast pocket 
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INTRODUCTION 

''I. TE take great pleasure In presentmg to you thiS ex
YY cellent pamphlet which contams baSIC mformatlon 

to help you achieve the Ner Tamld Award The require
ments for the Ner Tamld Award Involve an under
standing of the meanmg of the Twelfth Scout Law and Its 
applIcation to Jewish boys In particular • A Scout IS 
Reverent He IS revel'ent toward God He IS faithful 
In hiS rehglOus duties and respects the conVictions of 
others In matters of custom and religIOn" The require
ments for the religIOUS awards to boys of Cathohc and 
Protestant faiths Involve a .8lmdar understandmg 

The major part of the manuscript of the Ner TumId 
Gutde for Scouts was written by the late Ben M Edldm 
shortly before hiS sudden passing Many RabbiS, Educa
tors and Ner Tamld Counselors reviewed the manuscript 
and offered helpful adVice and critiCism On behalf of the 
Jewish Committee on Scouting, I extend thanks to the fol
lowmg for their valuable suggestIons 

Dr Robert Gordls PreSident of the Synagogue Council 
of America Rabbi Samuel Berhant, Scoutmg Chairman of 
the Rabbinical Council of Amenca (Orthodox), Dr Nor
man Saht Scoutmg Chairman of the Rabbinical Assembly 
of America (Conservative) Dr Philip D Bookstaber, 
Scoutmg Chamnan of the Central Conference of American 
RabbiS (Reform) Thanks are also expressed to Rabbi D 
A J Cardozo of Philadelphia, Rabbi Leon Fram of DetrOit, 
Dr Solomon B Freehof of Pittsburgh and Nathan Bnlbant 
of Cleveland 

Finally, the JeWish Comrmttee on Scoutmg is especially 
grateful to Harry Lasker National Director of Jewish 
Relabonshlps, Boy Scouts of America who wrote 



the sechon on Blbhcal illustrattons of the Scout Law con
tributed many of the excellent photographs used as Illus
trattons and served as general editor ot the pamphlet 

It IS our hope that the Ner Tumid Guide For Scouts will 
InSplre you and help you achieve thiS dtstlngulshed Award 
for Reverence The GUide will also serve as a fiUlng tribute 
to the blessed memory ot Dr Edldln who for many years 
was an ardent and devoted Scouter Through thiS pamphlet 
It IS hoped that he Will help gUide thousands of Scouts 
to the Ner Tamld Award 

Frank L Well 

National Chairman 

Jewish Committee on Scouting 

NER TAMIO SCOUT AWARD 
A bronze medal attached to a 
blue and while ribbon and a 

bronze bar pm 



How to Use the Ner T amid Guide 

IF yOll are a Scout who has attended a good rehglOus 
school, you probably have most of the basIc knowledge 

required for the Ner Tanud Scout Award But even if 
you have not had the benefit of such education you need 
not be discouraged, smce you will find thIs Ner Tam!d 
Gutde most helpful In preparmg for the Award 

Before you begm you should have a small Ner Tam,d 
Record Book which contams all the reqUirements You 
will also find It helpful to have a notebook In which you 
can keep all the mformatIon reqUired for the Award 

Of course thiS Ner Tamtd Gmde does not attempt to 
give yOll all the answers That wouldn t be fatr Instead 
yOll will find each toPIC treated bnefly and you will be 
expected to use your ImtIatIve In dlggmg out more infor
matIOn by consulting a few of the references listed In the 
back of the GuIde under each tOPIC You should also 
consult your Rabbi or religiOUS school teacher who wIll 
serve as your Ner Tamld Counselor 

Just one word more - As you prepare for the Ner 
Tamtd Award try to do a real Scout lob and show that 
you reaUy know your stuff Try to pick up the spmt of 
the Ner TaImd Award, lust as you pIck up the 8ptnt of 
Scoutmg Then you Will find real sabsfacbon and fun 

Now let's get staTted' 

, 

CHAPTER 

OUTLINE OF 
JEWISH HISTORY 

From Abraham to the State of Israel 

THE Jews are an anctent people, among the oldest In the 
world In four thousand years of JewIsh hIStory there 

were naturally many great events, many great men and 
many great achievements Of the anCient peoples, the Jews 
alone have survived In SPite of wars persecubons and 
world-wide wanl;Jermgs The devotton of the Jews to their 
faIth and heritage has made thiS pOSSible Let us now trace 
thiS remarkable history of the JewIsh people 

The Story 0091n' 
Thumbmg back through the pages of history, we find 

that Abraham IS generally regarcled as the first Hebrew 
He and hiS descendants, Isaac and Jacob, are conSidered 
the Patriarchs (or fathers) of the JeWish people Their 
story IS found In the first book of the Bible, and to this day 
their names are honored 

From Slavery to Freedom 
Back In the early days, eking a hvehhood out of the 

SOil was often a dIfficult task Famme was frequent, and 
when It threatened. to destroy the Hebrews, the Patriarchs 
mtgrated from Canaan to Egypt, where Joseph son of 
Jacob, had saved the land from famtne But later on the 
Israehtes were enslaved for over four long enturles 
Fmally, under the leadership of Moses, the great Exodus 
took place and the Israelltes left Egypt to go to the 
Promtsed Land We commemorate thIS event each year 
With the celebrabon of Passover 

GIving of the Law 
The Hebrews wandered m the desert on therr way to 

Canaan, as Palesbne was then known Moses and the other 
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leaders meanwhile planned their new hfe and taught new 
laws which would govern their people It was on that 
momentous Journey that our ancestors receIVed the Ten 
Commandments at Mt Sinai These laws were destmed 
to serve as a gUide not only to the Jews but to all cIvIlized 
people Thus armed With their new laws and With the 
teachings of God the Israelites were prepared to establish 
their new way of hfe 

Settlement In Canaan 
While Moses stili hved the b'lbes of Reuben Gad, and 

half of Menassah settled east of the Jordan In the coun
try now known as TransJordan The rest under Joshua 
crossed the Jordan fought their way Into Canaan proper 
and worked industrIOusly to set up the new hfe there 
Great Judges or heroes arose - Gideon Deborah Samson 
- to lead the Hebrews against their attackers And under 
the Prophet Samuel the tribes became unified and Saul 
emerged as their first king 

United Kingdom 
Under the kmgs the Hebrews were umted and they 

prospered Saul was followed by David Under David the 
natIOns boundaries were extended and the hosble Philis
tines were subdued as were the other enenues who threat
ened the peace and prosperity of the nabon Kmg David 
IS remembered as a poet and a singer, as well as a king 
Solomon the son of David succeeded to the throne and 
m the era of thiS wise sovereign, the Hebrews enjoyed a 
golden age of peace and prosperity The great Temple of 
Jerusalem was erected at thiS bme It served as a central 
house of worship for the enbre nation 

Israel and Judah 
The umty which had eXisted under the kmgs suffered 

a setback after Solomon s death There was a revolt m 
which the northern Ten Tribes broke away to estabhsh 
the Kingdom of lsrael whtle the southern tribes estab
lIshed the Kingdom of Judah It IS from thiS porbon of our 
people that we derive the name Jews Judah was ruled 
by the descendants of David There were occasional wars 
between Israel and Judah but at most times they hved 
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Rabbi Samuel Berltant and Rabbi NOfman Sail' co chairmen of .ha 
Nef T amid Committee congratula.e ReligiOUS Award reCIpients and 

their Scou'master In New York City 

Side by Side as sister nations In 722 B C E Israel was con
quered by ASSYria and many of lts mhabltants were 
eXiled Israel ceased to eXist as a nation One hundred 
and fifty years later, m 586 BeE Judah was conquered 
by the Babylomans the beautiful Temple was destroyed 
clnd countless thousands were eXiled to Babylon 

The Prophets 
Durmg these restless centuries a remarkable group of 

men known as Prophets, came upon the scene They 
taught the ways of God, and their teachings have been a 
beacon-light to mankmd ever since In lsrael the great 
prophets were EhJah Amos and Hosea In Judah there 
were Isaiah and JeremlBh They taught that God IS one 
the God of the entire world and that He 18 a God of 
Justtce love and mercy They pl'eached SOCial Justice holi
ness and brotherhood They plophesled of Mess18n1c limes 
when all mankmd would hve In peace and harmony 

Exile and Restoration 
Another of the great prophets was Ezekiel who hved 

among the eXiles In Babylon and comforted the Jews 
giVing them hope that they would soon return to Pales
tme to rebUild their nabon HIS words came true Seventy 
years atter the destruction at the Temple many thousands 
returned to their land and a new Temple was dedicated 
m Jerusalem It was a moment of great triumph which 
became even greater In the next few decades when the 
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Second Hebrew Commonwalth became a Teahty The 
names of Zerubavel Ezra Nehemiah and Malachal are 
best remembered durmg thiS period 

The Maccabees 
There were years of peace, but strong hosttle nations 

conhnued to harass the people of Palestine The Syrians 
arose as a new power, and won the control of Palestine 
And then came Anttochus Eplphanes, Ktng of SYria who 
tried to Impose the Greek religion and Greek culture on 
the Jews ThiS began a blUer struggle Amongst the Jews 
there were those who became known as Hellenists who 
alhed themselves With AntlOchus, and tried to mftuence 
thelT people to accept the Greek rehglon But there also 
appeared a brave family which led the Hebrews In the 
growing struggle ThiS was the family of Mattathl8S the 
Hasmonean, and hiS five sons The greatest of these was 
Judah !I.1:accabee who led the herOIC fight for hberty and 
Independence and whose victory over Syria In 165 BeE 
we honor today In the celebratIOn of Hanukkah 

The Struggle With Rome 
The vIctory of the Maccabees paved the way for another 

glOriOUS period In J eWish hIstory Once agam under the 
leadershIp of Judah Maccabee 5 brothers and their sons 
Palestme became as strong as It was In the days of Kmg 
DaVid But foreign aggression was always threatemng 
The power of Rome appeared on the hOrizon WIth each 
year, Rome grew In strength and was gradUally becommg 
the master of the world Palestme fell under Its yoke And 
yet the JeWIsh Will for freedom burned strongly and the 
Jews revolted agamst the rule of the Romans After years 
of struggle (In 70 C E) the Second Temple was burned 
down, Jerusalem was razed to the ground and the JeWish 
State was completely subJugated Fltty years later under 
Bar Cochba a final attempt was made to regam freedom 
but Rome was 100 strong for little Judea 

Great Teachers 
In the centuries before the conquest by Rome the Jews 

became even more deeply religIOUS than they had been 
They opened synagogues and devoted themselves to the 
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study of the Torah and the Prophets They even started 
a number ot schools and academIes And many spirItual 
leaders arose to give them new guIdance and teaching 
Among these was Hillel whose wise saymgs and laws are 
still studIed today One of hiS famous saymgs was 'What 
IS hateful unto you do not do unto others" 

The MIShnah and T .Imud 
The great teachers and the undymg Will of the people 

enabled the Jews to SUrVive and to keep their rehglon 
even though they were bereft of their own natlon and 
government At the time that Jerusalem was under siege 
by Rome, Yochanan ben Zaccal was glYen permiSSion to 
leave the capital and establIsh an academy In the town 
of Yavneh, on the Mediterranean ThIS academy became 
the center of JeWish learnmg and law after the Temple 
was destroyed 

As a result of the work of ben Zeccal and of those 
who followed him, a new book of JeWish laws was 
completed almost two centutles later by Judah Hanasl 
and hiS fellow scholars In 200 C E ThiS book was the 
Mishnah It later became a part of the Talmud which 
con tams also the Gemara or diSCUSSion of the Mlshna 
The Talmud was completed about the year 500 C E and 
Included many volumes of learnmg on a greal variety of 
subJects Along With the BIble the Talmud became the 
great gUide for Jews all over the world 

Babylonian Jewry 
In the land of Babylon, Judaism flourished anew The 

Jews enjoyed a great deal of freedom and even exercised 
self-government It was here that the Talmud was created 
although there was also a Talmud written an Palestme 
The Jews were governed by an EXllarch (Head of the 
Exile) who was the pohtlcal and CIVIC leader The reh
glOUS leader was the Gaon, (the Exalted) who was the 
head of the outstanding Yeshivah or Academy In the 
country One of the most famous of the spltltual leaders 
was Saadyah Gaon He wrote books on JewIsh philosophy 
compiled a prayer-book, and spread the study of the 
Talmud among the people 
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The Olaspora 

FolloWIng the uprooting of the Jews from their home
land they settled In many countnes There were Jews In 
Egypt Arabia and North Afnca Others traveled to the 
countnes now known as Italy, Germany and Spain But 
Babylon was the center of the dlaspora (all the Jewish 
communities outside of Palestine) It was to Babylon that 
the Jews looked for leadership, and for the answers to 
any questlons on religion and law They looked to the 
Gaon, the head of the Yeshivoth 10 Babylon and sent gifts 
to Babylon for the support of these schools From Baby
lon came the Talmud which reached the Jewish comM 
mumbes 10 the other countnes and was eagerly studied 
for Insplratlon and gwdance 

Hardships were constantly placed 10 the path of the 
Jews When the Church spread to Rome and other lands 
Jews suffered because they inSisted on remammg true to 
their own religIon When the Moslem rehglon was founded 
by Mohammed In the 7th century, the Jews again suffered 
because they refused to accept thiS new faith Generally 
though the Jews were favorably treated In Moslem coun
tnes, and In Spam for several centunes 

Golden Age In Spain 
Under Moslem rule m Spam a large and prosperous 

JeWish commumty developed Many Jews OCCUPied Im
portant pOSitions Some were minIsters: some were phYSI
cians to the rulers Judah Haievi Solomon Ibn Gablrol and 
Moses Malmomdes gamed renown as poets and phdoso
phers Judah Haievi (1080-1140) wrote the most beautlful 
Hebrew poetry since the Psalms of the Bible Malmomdes 
(1135-1204) was a phYSICian but he became even more 
famous as a writer of books on JeWIsh law and philosophy 
the most outstanding being called GUide to the Per
plexed 

Other Jews were noted astronomers sCIentists and scho
lars who made Important contnbutlons to the CIVIliza
tIOn of Europe Columbus used their books and mstruments 
on hiS voyage to AmerIca It was Indeed a Golden Age fOI 
the Jews of Spam 

When Ferdmand and Isabella became rulers over Spam 
they decreed that all mhabltants must either become 
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members of the Church or leave the country Many Jews 
became Marranos (hIdden Jews) practlsmg their religion 
m secret The InqUlsltton was established and It brought 
great suffermg In Tlshah BeAv In 1492 the year Colum
bus discovered a new world, the Jews were ordered to 
leave Spam More than a quarter of a million peo)lle 
became refugees 

Ghettos In Europe 
While the Jews of Spam prospered conditions for their 

brothers In other countries of Europe were not as for
tunate In France for some years they enjoyed freedom 
and prosperity ThiS country produced the great scholar 
Rashl (10401105) who wrote a commentary on the Bible 
and the Talmud which IS still studied today But the 
militant Crusades ended the JeWish bid for freedom 
The Crusades, begmnmg m 1096 was a movement m 
England France Germany and other countries to conquer 
Palestme from the Moslems The Crusaders frequently 
aUacked and destroyed whole JeWish commumtles These 
were the days before the Reformation and the era of 
enlightenment which brought rehglous hberty for all 
groups was far distant 

Gradually the Jews were forced mto ghettos - confined 
sectlOns of the cIties which were surrounded by high walls 
The Jews could leave these ghettos only durmg daytime 
hours They were not anowed to own land They were 
taxed heaVily and were greatly oppressed 
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Refuge .nd Hope 
But the more they were oppressed, the greater was 

the determmatlon of the Jews to keep their faith In the 
darkest hours, the flame of Judaism could not be extm
gUlllhed In each ghetto, the Jews orgamzed their own 
self-govermng commumty They conducted their own 
courts of law. they maintained schools and synagogues, 
they cared for the poor and helped one another m times 
of distress ThiS Will to hve as Jews, faithful to God and 
the teachmgs of the Torah (the Law) could never be 
destroyed 

Then arose 10 those dark days great Jewish scholars 
poets and teachers, who brought new Wisdom to their 
people and gave them hope and courage Isaac Abarbanel 
was a Spamsh refugee He urged the Kang of Spatn not 
to expel the Jews When hIS plea failed he settled. In 

Italy. where he became an Important figure In the govern
ment Like other great Jews, he wrote books which were 
aVidly read by hiS people Another refugee settled m 
Palestme where he achieved endurmg renown as a writer 
and scholar He was Joseph Karo (1488-1575) the author 
of Shulchan Aruch, a book of laws and customs which IS 
followed by Orthodox Jews to thiS day 

The Jews of Poland and RusSI. 
As the persecutions m Germany and the countries of 

western Europe mcreased, the Jews migrated eastward 
to Poland and RUSSia Though here also they kneW' the 
sting of persecutIOn the lot of the Jew In these countries 
was better than It was m the more westward nabons, and 
In tune the Jewry of Poland and RUSSIa became the 
largest 10 the world 

They stayed on In these countries and their numbers 
multlphed with each generatton Schools and synagogues 
flourished everywhere, and great scholars arose to teach 
the people Llthuama, 10 parttcular became a great center 
of learnmg Here the great TalmudiC scholar, the Gaon of 
Wilna became a leader of hiS people, and hiS picture IS 
sbll found m many Orthodox homes In RUSSIa a new 
movement was born under the leadership of Baal Shem 
Tov (Master of the Good Name) He was a great and 
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msplrlng leader who taught that Jews should sang and 
dance and worship theIr God In a splnt of lOY despite 
their suffermg and poverty HIS fonowers were known as 
Hasldlm Many new songs came from these people, songs 
which were to become a part of the JeWIsh heritage 
everywhere 

EmanCipation 
There were changes takmg place m the world People 

were begmmg to rebel agamst the rule of autocrats and 
sought a new freedom In America, a group of embattled 
farmers decided that taxatIOn Without representation was 
tyranny So they revolted and set up a new natton-the 
Untted States of America In France, a natton of humble 
citizens raised the banner of revolution Everywhere the 
words democracy and freedom and rlghts-of-man were 10-

troduced mto the datlv hfe of the people 
The Jews too gradually began to enjoy the frUits of the 

new freedom In France and Holland and other countries 
they were granted clttzenshlp and treated as equals They 
began to learn the natIOnal languages and became part 
of the national ltfe In Germany Moses Mendelsohn trans
lated the Bible m German, so that the Jews could study 
their r~hglon 10 the language of their country 

There were some Jews who were swept away by tIus 
new freedom The great German-Jewish poet Hemrlch 
Heme was one of many who cast aSide their JudaIsm 
because they were so Impressed With the new freedom 
which they had found But hke Heme most of them hved 
to regret their folly Thmkmg Jews held fast to their 
rehglOn whtle at the same time they remamed loyal Cltt
zens of their country 

In America particularly m the Untted States a new 
Jewry was arlsmg From the time that Columbus landed 
m the New World With selter;.l Jews In hiS crew onward 
through the years the JeWish populatIon has grown and 
prospered and contributed greatly to the culture of the 
New World Durmg the period of the discovery and 
colODl2atton there was a trickling of Jews entermg the 
new contment By the time of the Revolutton m 1776 
there were about three thousand But a century later thiS 
figure had grown to a quarter of a wilton For thiS was 

• 



__ ---------------- --r---- --- --._--- -_ .. __ .-

I 

truly a land of freedom, where the Constitution granted 
the Jews full equably and citizenship 

The Jews of America fought In the Revolutionary War 
In every way they did their share to bwld up the Nation 
They also established synagogues and schools and set up 
societies to help the poor and needy After 1840 there 
was a large Increase In the Jewish population ot America 
WIth most of the Immigrants commg from Germany 

Promised Lends Across the Ocean 

While the Jews of western Europe were granted cltlZen
shlp, In Poland and Russia their hves became more op
preSSive In the years 1881-82 a series of pogroms took 
place and special laws harmful to the Jews were passed 
From this situatton there arose two Important develop
ments-mass mlgratlon of Jews to the Umted States and 
the founding ot modern ZIonism to bUild up Palestine 

The great leader who founded the ZIOnist movement 
was Theodor Herd He formed a world-wIde Zlomst or
ganization to settle Jews In Palestine There they estab
hshed agricultural colOnIes factorIes and Hebrew publtc 
schools They founded an all JewIsh City, Tel AVIV which 
today stands 8S a monument to Jewish mdustry and InI
ltahve Hebrew once agam became a hvmg spoken tongue 
And once agam, especlalIy tn eastern Europe a new hter
ature 10 the Hebrew language arose Poets novehsts and 
scholars wrote 10 Hebrew, the most outstandmg of these 
bemg H N Blahk, who moved to Palestme and was con
Sidered the Hebrew poet-laureate 

The growth of American Jewry was equally remarkable 
More than two mtlhon Jews crossed the Atlanttc to the 
new haven In Amenca They settled In many clltes and 
brought With them their culture and Industry They bUilt 
synagOgues and schools they organized socIetIes lodges 
Jabor unions and cultural clubs 

DurIng the first World War AmerIcan Jewry had be
come three mllhon strong and was to play an Important 
part In supplYing relief for Its kmsmen In the war
stracken regions of Europe After the war It used Its 
mfluence to gam equahty for the Jews, and sought to 
aid the bUlldmg of Palestme as a Jewish homeland 
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Bet ween Two Wars 
In Palestine, the Jews continued to dram swamps, 

cultivate land and build new settlements and colOnies 
In Amenca the number of Jews rose to nearly four and 
a half mIlhon and as each year passed, the Jews were 
becommg more and more an mtegral part of the Amencan 
scene In Europe With the exception of Poland and Rus
Sia, dlscrlmmatlon agamst Jews was generally diminish
Ing and they were makmg Important contribution to each 
of the countries of whIch they were cItizens ThIS was 
the scene In 1933, when Adolph Hitler ascended to power 

The polson of Nazism was to mfect the world But 
sIDce the Jews were to be HItler s chief scapegoats, they 
were the first to suffer Later the Jews of Poland, Austria 
and many other countnes were to drink the bitter Cup 
to the very bottom As Hitler's hordes moved into Poland, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, France snd the other countries 
of Europe, they had more than half of the world s Jewry 
snared In the Nazi trap The merctless Imprisonment 
torture and murder of the Jews was so savage that by 
the time of the Hitler downfall, as many as SIX mllllon 
Jews were killed, and milhons more were made homeless , 
The St.t. of Isr •• 1 IS R. bornl 

WIth the close of World War II, the attention of the 
world was focused on the UnIted Nations as an Instrument 
of wmnmg the peace Thousands of people were homeless, 
hvmg m Displaced Persons Camps In Europe Most of the 
Jewish survivors of the war In Europe deSired to elUlgrate 
to Palestme and began We anew On November 29 1947; 
the Untted Nations adopted a resolullon callmg for the 
creation of an Independent JewIsh State m Palestme It 
was one of the greatest days m JeWish history On May 
14, 1948, (Hebrew calendar Iyar 5, 5709) , the State of 
Israel was proclaimed 10 an historiC Declaration of Inde
pendence' Surroundtng Arab armies Immediately 10vaded 
the country but the Jewish defenders of Israel beat off 
the attacks Dr Chalm Welzmann was elected the first 
President of Israel Today, the new State of israelIS wel
commg to Its shores thousands of Immigrants Over 60 
nahons have already recognized Israel Early m 1949, the 
United States, the world's greatest democracy, extended 
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study, a day of JOY, and a day of worship On the Sabbath 
the Jew turns his thoughts to the finer thmgs In We It IS 
the one hohday mentioned In the Ten Commandments 
and It has been cherished by the Jews throughout the 
centuries First adopted by the Jews, the Idea of a Sab
bath or a day of rest was later accepted by the Christians 
and the Moslems The orlgmal acceptance of a Sabbath 
day was of great historical Importance It marked the first 
recogmhon of the fact that man IS entitled to a day of 
rest from his labors It accepted the fact that all men 
have the right to a day of leisure when they can ennch 
themselves Wlth spmtual pursUits and enJoy fully their 
home and family llfe 

In the home the Sabbath begms with the lighting of 
the candles before sundown Friday by the mother while 
m the synagogue the day IS welcomed with special prayers 
and hymns Later, the family gathers for the festive Shab
bas meal Father smgs the Klddush over a cup of wme, 
and recites the Hamotzi blessmg over the Halloth or Shab
bath loaves Between courses, In many homes, Zemlroth 
or chants are sung by the family In the synagogue, 
services are conducted on Fnday evening and on the 
follOWing day An Important part of the service Saturday 
mormng IS the readmg from the Torah and the rabbi S 
sermon Often a Bar Mitzvah boy chants the Haftorah 
The Sabbath day concludes wIth the Havdalah ceremony, 
blddmg farewell to the Sabbath at mghtfall and extending 
greetings to the new week 

The High Holy Day. 

The JeWish year beginS with the High Holy Days Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur which are the most sacred 
days at the year and the most Widely observed 

Rosh Ha3hanah 18 the JeWish New Year On that day 
we examme our past deeds and pray for hfe plenty and 
happmess In the year ahead for ourselves and our fellow
men It IS a Day of Judgment when man passes before 
hiS Creator and hiS actions are evaluated At home, the 
meals are festive The Klddush (Sanctification) 18 reCited 
and bread IS dipped In honey and new frUit IS eaten to 
denote a sweet and good year Leshanah toyah tlkosevu' 
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(May you be InSCribed for a good year) IS the greebng 
exchanged between members of the famdy and between 
fnends The sacredness of Rosh Hashanah IS felt most In 
the synagogue at the mOtnlni serVice, WIth ItS Insptrmg 
prayers and beautiful hymns Most ImpreSSive IS the 
Shofar ceremony The Shofar, made of a ram's horn 
reminds the Jew of the covenant between God and Israel 
of the an<!lent Temple 1O Jerusalem and of the MeSSianiC 
hope of everlasting peace and brotherhood for Israel and 
all mankmd 

Yom Kippur IS the Day of Atonement when Jews con
fess their sms ask forgiveness and resolve to live 10 ac
cordance With the highest Ideals of Judaism lt 18 a day 
of fastmg and It 18 the conclUSion of the solemn season 
when Jews examine their actIons of the prevIous year 
and set their course for the year to come They pray for 
peace and righteousness In the world It IS the most sacred 
day of the year the Sabbath of Sabbaths' The evening 
of Yom Kippur, known as Kol Nldre night, and the fol
lOWing day are spent In the synagogue recIting prayers of 
confession pettltomng God for hfe and hapPiness, readIng 
from the Torah and listening to the rabbi 8 sermon The 
Memortal Service 18 one of the Imprcsslve moments of the 
sacred day Yom Kippur concludes With the sounding on 
the Shofar of one long, hopeful note 
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The Three Festivals 
Next to the High Holy Days 10 the Jewish calendar 

are the Three Ptlgnmage Festivals - Pesach Shavuoth 
and Succoth They are called PIlgrimage Festivals because 
m anclcnt times the Israehtes would come 3S pilgrims 
to the Holy Temple In J erusalem on each of these three 
hohdays 

Pesach or Passover commemorates the Exodus from 
Egypt, when Moses led the Israehtes out of bondage, 
and as a free people they began their long Journey to the 
Promised Land This IS the festival of hberatlon It IS also a 
sprmg feshval, marking the begmmg of the gram harvest 
10 Palestme At the beautiful Seder ceremony each year 
the J ew retells the ancient story of enslavement and 
hberahon As he dips the bitter herbs m salt water, he 
remembers the suffering and tears of hiS ancestors and 
as he eats the crumbly Matzoh he thmgs of that wonder
ful mght long ago when the Israehtes left Egypt and 
became free men In the synagogue the follOWing mornmg 
special prayers of thanksglvmg and praise are recited 
and appropriate chapters from the Bible are read 

Shavuoth IS a Torah festival , celebratmg the Glvmg of 
the Law at Mount Smal Throughout the centUries Sha
vuoth has been the day when we reaffirm our faith In the 
teachings of the Torah It IS a harvest festival too the 
holiday of Blkkurlm or First FrUits when the JewIsh 
farmers brought the first of their crops to the Temple In 
J erusalem We decorate the home and synagogue WIth 
green branches and With flowers We eat honey cakes and 
cheese cakes These remmd us of the Torah WhiCh is 
sweet to those who study It and hve In accordance With 
Its teachmgs and of the farm hfe of our ancestors In 

ancIent Palestme and also today In the synagogue, the 
Ten Commandments are read, and In many houses of 
worship the Cont1rmabon ceremony I S held 

Succoth IS the hohday when we recall the wandermgs 
of the Israelites m the desert on theIr way to the 
Promised Land It IS also a harvest festival which reminds 
us that m anCIent times the Hebrews llved an agricul
tural hfe 1R Palestine As such, Succoth has 10splred the 
American Thanksglvmg hoIaday In synagogues centers 
and schools and also m many homes a Succah IS bUilt 

16 

U5Ing theIr pIoneering ,kIll" Scouts built thiS SUcclih 
for the Synagogue 

1R which to eat the hohday mea ls The Succah remmds 
us of the tents and huts tn the desert durtng the long 
Journey to Palestme, and also of the booths tn which the 
harvesters lived In at thiS season Part at the Service m 
the synagogue IS a beautiful processIOn With the Ethrog 
(citron) and Lulav (palm branch) to the accompaniment 
of appropnate prayers and chants On the Jast day of 
Succoth, known as Slmhath Torah the Readmg of the 
Torah IS completed and Immediately after the first chap
ters are begun agam There IS also a series of ImpreSSive 
processions With the Torahs known as Hakafoth to ex
press the love of the J ews (or their heritage 

The Minor Holidays 

Then there are the so-called minor hohdays Hanukkah 
Hamlshah Asar Be Shevat Purim and Lag Ba Orner 
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Hanukkah honors the Maccabees and their brave strug
gle for rehglOus hberty Each of the eight nights we light 
the Hanukkah Menorah begmnlng With one candle the 
first night two candles the second night etc and as 
we look at the lights we give thanks for the great miracle 
of the survival of the Jewish people all these centuries 
m spite of contmuous wanderings and persecution Hanuk
kah has also come to mean to us the holiday of religious 
liberty of the right of evelY person to hve m accordance 
with his faith 

Hamtshah Asar Be Shevat IS Jewish Arbor Day the 
New Year of the Trees In ancient times It was a day 
of plantmg A cedar was planted for every boy born 
that year and a cyprus for every girl mfant Today 
children m school and at home eat Palestme frUit and 
have appropriate celebratIOns In Palestine, It has become 
agam a day of tree plantmg 

Punm celebrates the Victory of Mordecai and Esther 
over Wicked Haman and keeps alive the hope that the 
Jews will outhve 011 their enemies In the synagogue the 
Megillah or Book of Esther IS read and special prayers are 
recited In the home, Shalachmanoth or gifts are ex
changed and family parlies are held PUrim IS also a day 
of masquerades carmvals and general merriment 

Lag Ba Orner recalls the heroIc Bar Cochha who led the 
revolt agamst the oppression of Rome and also the mar~ 
tyred Rabbi Aluba and his students who gave theu' hves 
for theIr Torah and people Children go on pICniCS where 
they play With bows and arrows and other games to 
remember the brave heroes of long ago In Palestine 
bonfires are ht on Lag Ba Orner mght 

Jews also have fast days In commemoratIOn of sad 
events m their history The most widely observed IS Tl
shah BeAv or Ninth of Av On that day the First Temple 
and also the Second Temple were burned down In syna
gogues the Book of Lamentations IS chanted and special 
prayers and hymns are recited 

Ceremonial Oblects 
Sabbath and the holidays are adorned by ceremOnial 

objects which lend beauty and inspiration to JeWIsh prac
tice The Mezuzah on the door post shows that the family 
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IS peace-Iovmg and devoted to God s corrunandments 
The Menorah stands for pUrity and and unity for the hght 
of faith and learning The Tsedakan (or charity) box IS 
a dally remmder of our duty to the less fortunate and to 
the community In general The two sets of dishes for thE! 
observance of Kashruth (the Dietary Laws) promote 
cleanhness care and self-control m our eatmg habits The 
Seder plate for Passover the Klddush cup for the Sabbath 
and holidays the Hanukkan lamp the Ethrog box for 
Succoth the Havdalah tWisted candle and spice box ~re 
all sacred ceremonial objects and they also serve to beau
tIfy the home The Shofar sounded m the synagogue on 
Rosn Hashanah and Yom Kippur. IS a sacred ceremonial 
obJect which heralds Important events Its loud clear 
notes which are always greeted WIth deep reverence 
speak of great happenmgs In the past and give hope for 
the future 
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Individual Customs 
When a child IS born there IS JOY In the family Llfe has 

begun for a new member of the Jewish family Is It a 
girl' Then she must be named In the synagogue And on 
the Sabbath followmg the child S birth, the father IS called 
up to the Torah when the mfant IS given her Jewish 
name Is It a boy' TheA he must not only be given his 
name but must also be circumcised on the eighth day of 
after birth As the fanuly and relatives all gather the rIte 
of B nth Mtlah or Cll'cwnCISlon IS carried out and the 
child IS ImtIated mto the Jewish fold A month later 
If he IS the first born the Pdllon Haben (Redemption of 
the Son) IS celebrated and when the child IS old enough 
hiS Jewish education IS begun 

When the boy has reached the age of thirteen It IS 
time for the Bar MItzvah ceremony On thiS day the 
parents spare no effort to make thiS an event which the 
son will remember for hiS entire lifetime For the Bar 
Mitzvah IS the day on which the boy assumes full religIOUS 
responsibilitIes He pledges himself anew to the faIth and 
Ideals of hiS people and to further JeWIsh study of a 
higher order He IS given a pall' of Tefillm (Phylacteries) 
to' put on dally at mornmg services JeWish boys and girls 
from conservative reform and some orthodox homes also 
partiCipate m the ceremony of ConfirmatIon 

Now when the boy and girl have grown up they are 
ready for the most Important occasion of their hves -
their weddmg day The word Ktdushtn which IS a Hebrew 
word for marrIage means holy, sacred event And mar
riage IS Indeed the most sacred and Important event In 
the hfe of an indiVidual A happy marriage means not 
only the happIness of the wedded couple but also the 
happIness of parents and famIly and relatIves and frIends 
MarrIage means the begmnmg of another JeWish home 
The young marned couple once again rededicate them
selves to hve a true JeWish hfe and pledge that they 
wIll brmg thlr children up to be devoted Jews and worthy 
cItIzens 

The words Baruch Dallan Emet Blessed be the true 
Judge are the first words spoken upon hearmg news of 
the passIng of a member of the family or a frIend Death 
IS a sad and tragic occurrence but It must be accepted 
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With courage smce we know that such IS our deshny 
ordamed by God, who gave us life and that death comes 
to all men DurIng the first week of mourning, known as 
ShlVah fnends and relatives come to the home of the 
bereaved and console them, bnngmg sweet thmgs to 
hghten the pam The chddren say Kaddish and each year 
on the correct date they observe the Yahrzelt Jews have 
always honored the memory of their dead Through these 
observances the famdy ties remaIn strong and the family 
tradItIons are carried on 

The Hebrew Calendar 
The Hebrew Calendar, known as Luah serves as a gUide 

In our religiOUS and folk hie We refer to It for the dates 
of the JeWish festIvals Bar Mitzvah Yahrzelt and SImilar 
occasions Some Jews celebrate theIr bIrthdays and wed
dmg anmversarles accordIng to the JeWish calendar Many 
homes have artIstIc JeWish wall calendars which, along 
With the ceremomal objects, make them dlstmctIvely 
JeWish homes 

Solar Year and Lunar Months 

The JeWish calendar IS a lunar calendar adJusted to the 
solar year As you know the length of the regular year 
IS determmed by the tIme It takes for the earth to make 
a complete trip around the sun ThiS IS exactly 365 days 
12 hours and 49 mmutes The month IS determmed by 
the length of tIme It takes the moon to travel around the 
earth From one new moon to the next It IS 29 days 8 
hours and 48 mInutes Thus there IS a dIfference of about 
eleven days between a solar year and twelve lunar 
months In order to take care of thiS dIfference we add 
an extra month about every third year (seven tImes every 
mneteen years) The extra month IS known as Sacred 
Adar or Adar Shem The first day of each month IS known 
as Rosh Hodesh or New Month ThIS day IS conSidered 
a halt-holiday and IS observed With appropriate prayer 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE SYNAGOGUE 

Holy ObJects and Symbols, the Prayer Books, 
Prayers for V llirlOUS Occasions 

IT 18 Saturday or perhaps a holIday m the mornmg 
Father, mother and children are walkmg towards the 

synagogue Their steps are qUick and there IS a feelmg 
of eagerness In their hearts As they round a corner 
they see the synagogue before them 

What IS the synagogue? 1t IS a House of Worship Beth 
Hatfillah where they come to pray and offer thanksglv-
109 It IS a House of Study Beth Harnldrash, where they 
receive instruction In religIOn and In the traditions and 
hterature of thelr people It IS a House of Assembly Beth 
Haknesseth where they meet to hold celebrations and 
meetmgs 

They mount the steps cross the lobby and take their 
places inSide the synagogue There before them the cen
tral object m the audItorIUm, stands the stately Aron Ha 
Kodesh, the Holy Ark ThIs ark contains the Sefer Torahs 
the Scrolls of the Law They know that the Aron Kodesh 
dates back to the ancient times when It contamed the Two 
Tablets of the Law The Holy Ark IS usually so placed 
that the congregation faces eastward or towards ZIOn 
And over the doors of the Ark they see the curtam called 
Parocheth 

Durmg the serVice the children always look forward to 
the ceremony of the readmg of the Torah The Sefer 
Torah IS taken from the Ark It IS made of a fine heavy 
parchment, and they know the wrltmg thereon IS m dec
orative Hebrew letters The staves on whICh the parch
ment IS bound are known as Etz HaYlm the Tree of Life 
Each Sefer Torah IS robed m a richly embrOIdered mantle 
Over the mantle are hung a shIeld and a Yad a pomter 
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to mdlcate the place when reading They know that It 18 
forbidden to touch the inSide of the scroll With the bare 
finger Golden or Silver crowns WIth little bells are 
mounted on the Etz HaYlm 

The youn~ chtldren are always fascmated by the Ner 
Tamld, or Eternal LIght, which hangs In front of the 
Holy Ark Father tells them that this reminds us of the 
golden Menorah which stood In front of the Ark contam-
10g the Ten Commandments In the anCient Temple in 
Jerusalem The Ner Tamld burns unceasmgly day and 
mght before the Holy Ark symbohzmg the eternal pres
ence of God and the eternal faith of Israel 

The rabbi stands on the Blmah or pulpit which IS 
usually In front of the auditorIUm The Hazan or the 
cantor too stands on the pulpIt When the SeIer Torah 
IS taken from the Ark, It IS placed on a large readmg desk 
called the Almemar On either Side of the Almemar 
stands a seven-branched Menorah 
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On the Sabbath, lather, mother and the children fre
quently Sit together In the living room a.nd discuss reh
glOus matters On such occasIOns the oldest child might 
ask • Father, why do we go to the synagogue and pray" 
And the father might answer m thiS manner 

My children, we pray because It IS our way of ex
pressmg our beliefs and hopes, our JOys and sorrows 
our petitions and desires and our abldmg faith 10 God 
Through our worship and our prayers, we strive to make 
our lives holy and find love and goodness Also through 
our prayers 10 the synagogue we find we are amongst 
our own people, With whom we are strongly-umted ThiS 
IS true of Jewish people all over the world whose prayers 
are an expressIOn of loyalty to Israel and to Its traditions 

The Prayerbooks 
As the head of a JewIsh family, the father generally 

sees to It that hiS home should have all the necessary 
prayerbooks For the datly prayers there IS the SldduT 
which also contams the Sabbath and hobday services the 
Berachoth or bene<hchons, grace after meals the bedtime 
prayers and prayers for special occasions For the High 
Holy Days. the household has the Mahzor, m which are 
found the complete services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur There IS also a special Mahzor for Pesach Sha
vuoth and Succoth For the Passover Seder there IS the 
Haggadah whIch contains the story of the Exodus and the 
prayers and hymns for the Seder for the Fast of Tlsha 
Be'Av there are the Klnoth and Book of Lamentattons 
which Book IS part of the Bible for the days before Rosh 
Hashanah there IS a book of Sehhoth or Prayers of For
giveness, and of course, there IS the Psalter or Book of 
Psalms These books are used by orthodox and conserva
tive Jews Reform Jews have prayerbooks for various 
occasIOns They differ from the traditional versions 

Three Dally Services 
Frequently many a pIOUS Jew attends the dally serVices 

When he goes In the mornmg before he beginS hiS day s 
work he attends the Shaharlth The afternoon service IS 

called Mmhah and the eventng ceremony IS called MaarlV 
The Shahartth and M10hah are prayer services which m 
our day replace the ritual m the ancient Temple of 
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Jerusalem where mormng and afternoon saCrifices were 
offered dally The Maarlv was mtroduced after the de
struction of the Temple A mmyan, or ten men counhng 
boys over thirteen are reqUired to carryon publIc wor
ship ThiS IS based on the traditional stress which Jews 
have always placed on praymg together With their fellow 
men as a congregatIOn 

Sabbath and Hohdays 
The Sabbath servIce which the famIly attends IS more 

feshve more ceremontal and more musical than the dady 
services An Important part of the Sabbath servIce IS the 
readmg from the Torah and the Prophets Each Sabbath 
a Sldrah or portion from the Pentateuch IS read, so that 
all the Five Books of Moses are covered In the course of 
the year Each Sabbath also the Haftarah, which consists 
of a chapter from the Books of the Prophets IS chanted 
Selections from the Torah and the Prophets are read on 
the Holidays as well while on all Mondays and Thurs
days the first part of the Sidrah of the Week IS read at 
the mormng service One more lmportant addltlon to the 
SerVice on the Sabbath and holidays should be mcntloned 
- the Mussaph which actually means addition and IS 
based on the ritual m the ancient Temple where an extra 
sacrifice was offered on these occasions 

Prayers 
The youngest child frequently expresses admiration of 

hiS father for bemg able to chant so many of the prayers 
Without even lookmg at the book Father smlles and 
explams to hiS son that It IS not really difficult, because 
the prayers are so beautIful, and he has become famlhar 
With them through the years The young child wants to 
know how many prayers there are and Will he ever be 
able to know them all There are many prayers father ex
plams for many different occasions The Berachoth or 
benedictions over bread wme frUIt etc are recited dally 
There IS the Blrkath Hamazon or grace after meals Other 
prayers are said dally when we awake In the mormng and 
when we rettre at mght There are special prayers for 
CircumcIsIOn. for Pldyon Haben for the weddmg day for 
the bUrial ceremony There are prayers for safety and 
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dehverance from danger and memorial services for the 
dead 

The Shorn. 
Perhaps thl;! best known prayer of all father continues 

18 the Shema which begms With the words 'Hear 0 
Israel, the Lord our God the Lord IS one It gIVes vOice 
10 beaul1ful language to the bebef 10 one God and to the 
love of God It speaks of the Importance of the Torah 
snd of learmng and of the holmess of life The SheroD, 
Is" Important father explains because It teaches us to 
respect ourselves, to appreciate knowledge and to love 
and serve God with all our hearts 

The Shmoneh esreh 
This IS the prayer which Jews recite silently at every 

service It IS called Shmoneh Esreh because orlgmally It 
contamed eighteen parts each endmg with a bleSSing 
(now It has nmeteen parts) In the Shmoneh Esreh the 
Jew praises God thanks Him for knowledge and under
standing and petitions Him for mercy and forgiveness 
for health and prosperity for protection from enemies, 
for the welfare of community leaders and teachers for the 
restoration of Zion and for peace and goodness On the 
Sabbath and on hohdays, only the first three and the last 
three parts of the week-day Shmoneh Esreh are retained 
and In place of the omitted sectIOns, speCial prayers for 
the occasion are recited 

There are other prayers father explainS whIch also 
express the beliefs and prmclples of Judaism The Klddush 
chanted on the Sabbath and holidays remmds us of the 
Creation of the freedom from slavery In Egypt, and of the 
hohness of each occasIOn The Adon Alam hymn IS a 
beautaful poem VOlcmg Israel s faith In God En Keloheynu 
means There IS no one like our God that God IS 
supreme The famous Ylgdal hymn IS a poetic version 
of the Thirteen PrinCiples of Faith 

The children hsten attentively to father and once 
agam the younger son Wishes to know whether he wJlI 
ever learn all these prayers by heart Father replies that 
he wIll certamly Jearn them that the prayers will become 
Bongs In hiS heart to be sung at home or 10 the synagogue 
on those approprIate occasions be they JOYOUS or sad 
And the children are reassured 
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A ScOUt'l Prayer 
The follOWIng prayer, written by a Scout has been used 

often at Scout Sabbath services and as a clOSIng prayer 
at Troop and Explorer meetings 

Ever-hvlng God we thank Thee for the 
blessmgs we enJOY through ScoutIng We ask Thy 
bene(i1ctlon upon the Boy Scout Movement which 
has been renderIng devoted service to youth for 
many decades A Movement broad In Its out
look, welcomIng boys of all colors races and 
creeds as brothers together A Movement which 
strives to bUild the finest -character In a boy 
spurrmg him on With Its splendid motto, • Be 
prepared to serve hiS God, hiS country and hiS 
fellow men 

We are thankful to our parents for their con
SideratIon kIndness and love May we always 
appreciate all the sacnflces made for our sake 

Teach us to play fairly and to learn and prac
tice the laws of cooperatton snd frlendbness 
Help us to express OUr thanksgiVing not only 
10 words but also With deeds of goodness and 
truth Amen 

, 
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CHAPTER 4 

JEWISH STUDY 
The BIble, the Talmud, the Ten Commandments, 

the BIble and the Scout Law 

TO be good Jews, we need learrung Without a knowl
I edge of the history the religion the language and the 

sacred books of the Jewish people. we canol have a good 
understanding of how to carry out our obligations to our 
faith and people 

J ewish Schools 
Let us take a J ewish family with three ch ildren a boy 

of eleven, a girl of seven and a boy of four The older 
boy attends the pubhc school but he also IS a student at 
the Talmud Torah, or Hebrew School, which has classes 
each afternoon of the week The daughter attends the 
Sunday Rehglous School The youngest child goes each 
day to a Hebrew nursery and kindergarten 

The older brother has a friend who IS a student at a 
YeshIvah ThIs IS an a ll-day school where the friend 
receives both hiS general and JewIsh educahon When 
graduated from the YeshIvah, he hopes to go on to 
Hebrew High School and then to a Hebrew College He 
might change hiS mmd and attend a Jewish Teachers 
InstItute or a Rabbmlcal college The eldcr son m our 
famlly IS not certam whether he Will go to Hebrew High 
School after graduatmg from the Talmud Torah or whe
ther he WIll take Hebrew courses 10 the pubhc high 
school A friend of the gIrl 10 our family attends the 
Folkshul where YiddiSh IS the language of Instruchon 
but where Hebrew also IS taught 

The Bible 
On an evemng In the week the older son will walk 

IOta the hVlng-room and take down the copy of the Holy 
Scriptures He SitS down 10 the large club chair and soon 
IS bustly perusmg the book, checking up on a pomt which 

3. 

was raised In the classroom ThiS scene IS not UhCommon 
because the Bible IS the most unportant book studied by 
J ewish children More than that, It IS the most wldely
read book In the world the source of msplratlOn and 
knowledge for J ews, Chrlsbans and other peoples the 
world over 

In Hebrew the Bible IS known as Tenach Now let us 
examme what thiS means The T' stands for Torah 
which consIsts of the FIve Books of Moses In Hebrew the 
FIve Books of Moses are known also as HUrnash, which 
means five In Enghsh they are called the Pentateuch for 
the same reason The • N' IS for NeVlm (or Prophets) 
and these Include books of J ewish history as well 8S the 
books of the great Prophets The CH IS for Chetuvlm 
(Writmgs or Scriptures), and thiS portion mcludes the 
Psalms Proverbs Ezra NehemlBh and other books 

We already know that porbons of the Bible are read In 

the synagogue on the Sabbath and hohdays and also on 
certam work days Sidrah is the portlon whIch IS read 
from the Torah Haftarah IS the porbon from the Pro
phets The first selection from the Porhon of the Week 
is read durmg the morntng services on Mondays and 
Thursdays In Orthodox and Conservative synagogues In 
addlbon, the Song of Songs IS read on Pesach, the Book 
of Ruth on Shavuoth the Book of Esther on Punm, the 
Book of Lamentations on Tisha Be Av and the Book of 
Ecclesiastes on Succoth 

Th. Talmud 
The older son s fricnd who attends the Yeshivah IS a lso 

studYing the Talmud He finds it a faSCinating subject 
though much of It IS still a mystery to him The Talmud 
was created after the alble and IS based on the teachmgs 
of the Bible He has heard It described by hIS fnend as an 
ocean of wisdom For in the Talmud s many volumes 

he has come upon learned diSCUSSIons of a varIety of 
subjects He has found there Jewish laws, and explana
tiOns of the varlOUS J ewish customs He has read In it 
history and legend sCience and phIlosophy He has begun 
to find out why SInce the completIon of the Talmud some 
fifteen hundred years ago it has been the great gUide 10 the 
hfe of the JeWish people He has begun to understand why 
every rabbi and Hebrew teacher must study the Talmud 
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belore being ordamed or graduated In the Mishnah and 
the Geroarah, which are the diVISions of the Talmud, he 
has discovered why It IS called. an ocean at Wisdom at 
which his friend from the Yeshivah spoke In the Talmud 
are expounded the written laws at the Pentateuch and the 
teachtngs of the prophets It was developed over a period 
of several hundred years 

Hebrew 
The older brother and his friend have learned to speak 

Hebrew with some degree of ease and they take pnde an 
the fact that they have begun to master another language 
In addition to the Enghsh which IS their native tongue, 
and the Yiddish which IS sometImes used m their homes 
As their teachers have explaned to the boys Hebrew has 
become again In recent years a lIvmg language ThiS IS 
due prinCipally to the rebirth of Jewish life In Israel 
where Hebrew IS the spoken tongue Another reason IS the 
Increase In literary contributIOn by Hebrew poets and 
writers In Israel, Amenca and In other parts of the world 
Hebrew IS taught In all Jewish schools, and It IS mcreas
mgly bemg taught In many public high schools and 
colleges 

Hebrew IS an old and great language The Bible was 
written In Hebrew and much of the Talmud IS 10 Hebrew 
The Siddur (Prayerbook) consists of Hebrew prayers and 
mdeed most of the religIOUS and hterary treasures of the 
JeWish people have been written In the Hebrew language 
It IS no wonder then, as the Yeshivah student says that 
a knowledge of Hebrew IS a key to the treasure-chest 
of JeWish learning 

Other Sublects 
Let us review the conversatIon which our two friends 

had one day and In which the young sister Jomed The 
htUe girl told how they were learnmg about the story of 
Esther and Mordecai and the slgmficance of the PUrim 
festival Her brother explamed that hiS class had discussed 
the custom of the lIghtmg of the candles on the ewe of the 
Sabbath And hiS fnend said that In hiS class they were 
studYing each of the Ten Commandments So It IS that In 

the variOus JeWish schools are taught many subjects the 
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history of Israel the observance of the holIdays JeWish 
customs and rehglous_ practIces rehglous and ethical 
teachmgs, and the present Ide of Jews 10 AmerIca, 10, 
Israel and throughout the world 

The Meaning of the 
Ten Commandments to 

Boy Scouts and Explorers 

THE Ten Commandments may be found In the Holy 
Scnptures, or Bible In the Book of Exodus Chapter 

20 Verses 2-14 and Deuteronomy, Chapter 5, Verses 6-18 
The followmg IS a summary of the Ten Commandments 

and a bnef explanatIon of each 
I I am the Lord thy God who brought thee out 

of the house of bondage ThiS means to be faithful 
to God HIS Torah, and Its leachmgs 

II Thou shalt have no other gods before Me 
ThiS also means to pnze Truth and Right LIVIng 
more than ambitIon, success and wealth 

III Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
In vain' 
ThiS means also not to swear, not to use profane 
language and to fulHIl aU promises 

IV Remember the Sabbath day to keep It holy 
ThiS means to believe m the hohness of the Sabbath 
and to honor JeWish traditIon generally 

V Honor thy father and thy mother 
ThiS means to be respectful, obedient and pohte to 
parents teachers and to all good men 

VI Thou shalt not murder ' 
ThiS means also to be merCiful and not to harm 
any hVIng creature 

VII Thou shalt not commit adultery 
ThiS means to keep oneself clean and healthy In 
body and In rrund 
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VIII Thou shalt not steal" 
This means to be honest and to respect the rights 
and property at others 

IX Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor' 
ThiS means not to lie - but to be fair and truthful 
to others\and to oneself 

X Thou shalt not covet anythmg that IS thy neIgh
bor s" 
ThiS means not to be Jealous of others but to seek 
to Improve oneself and to do good unto others 

THE SCOUT LAW 

BIble Quotatoons lIIustratong the Scout Law 

A Scout IS Trustworthy 
A Scout s honor IS to be trusted If he were to Violate 

hiS honor by tell.mg a he, or by cheating or by not 
dOing exactly a given task when trusted on hiS honor 
he may be dIrected to hand over hiS Scout Badge' 

A Scout s word should be as good as hiS bond He speaks 
and acts the truth and can be depended upon to do hiS 
duty to the best of hIS ablhty 

Thou shalt not bear false witness agamst they neIgh
bor (Exodus 20 13) 

2 A Scout IS Loyal 
He IS loyal to all to whom loyalty IS due---hls Scout 

leader hiS home and parents and country 

Joseph IS an example of loyalty to hIS family, hiS coun
try and hiS God He was faIthful to hIS master when he 
was a slave When he became prosperous, he sent for hiS 
family.. and shared hiS good fortune With them He was not 
ashamed of them, as many are ashamed of their poorer 
lelatlOns when thLY have succeeded m the world 

34 

He dld not Mistreat hiS brothers because they treated 
him wr('ngfuUy but he forgave them and helped them 
When he held hIgh office he served for the benefit of hiS 
country and the welfare of the people Through aU hIs hfe 
Joseph was loyal to God When Pharaoh praised Joseph 
as an Interpreter of dreams Joseph answered Pharaoh 
saYing It IS not In me God will give Pharoah an an
swer of peace' (GenesIS 41 15) 

3 A Seout IS Helpful 
He must be prepared at any time to save bfe help 

Injured persons and share the home dulles He must do 
at least one Good Turn to somebody every day' 
Every human being IS our neighbor We should be ready 

and glad to help anyone In need of assIstance whatever 
be hIS natlonahty. creed, or color A Scout should always 
be on the lookout for an opportumty to help someone 

Thou shalt open thine hand Wide unto thy brother to 
thy poor and to thy needy m thy land (Deuteronomy 
15 12) 

4 A Scout IS Friendly 
He IS a frIend to an and a brother to every other 

Scout" 
One of the purposes of Scoutmg IS to develop frIend

ship True friendship IS among the greatest bleSSings In 

hfe One of the most famous friendships IS that of Jona
than and DaVId It was a mutual friendship each felt the 
same way toward the other There was no Jealousy or 
rivalry In eIther WIth regard to the success of the other 
Jonathan defended DaVid even before hiS father the 
Kmg and teted to have hIm treated fairly He was wdhng 
to help him even at the risk of hiS own success and hfe 
(First Book of Samuel - 18 1-16 Mso 20 1-17) 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyseU ' (LevltlcuS 
19 18) 

5 A Scout IS Courteous 
He IS pohte to all, especially to women children, old 

people and the weak and helpless He must not take 
pay for bemg helpful or courteous' 
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Courtesy IS another word for pohteness It IS the mark 
of a gentleman It helps make hfe smooth and pleasant 

When a Scout IS courteous he not only makes other 
people feel better but he feels better too 

Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head and honour 
the face of the old man and thou shalt fear thy God 
I am the Lord' (Levltlcus 19 32) 

b A Scout IS Kind 
He IS a fnend to animals He Will not ktll nor hurt any 

hvmg creature needlessly, but Will strive to save and 
protect all harmless hfe" 
It IS well-known that the Bible commands us to be 

kmd to the weak and the helpless, to those who are Sick 
and to those who are In trouble But the Bible also 
teaches us to be kmd to animals as well, and to all harm
less hvmg creatures, as It IS written In the Book of 
Proverbs 

A nghteous man regardeth the bfe of hiS beast 
(PToverbs 12 10) 

7 A Scout IS Obedient 
, He obeys hiS parents, Scoutmaster, Patrol Leader and 
all other duly constituted authorities 
If we are to grow mto good cItizens, we must obey the

laws of our country If we are to have strong healthy 
bodies, we must obey the laws of health In the same way 
If we are to develop the right kmd of character, we musl;. 
keep the laws of God The best place to begm obedience 
IS by bemg obedient to parents, Scoutmaster Patrol 
Leader and all other duly constituted authOrities 

When Moses set before the people of Israel all the laws 
which God commanded him all the people answerd to
gether and saId 'All that the Lord hath spoken we will 
do ' (Exodus 19 8) 

8 A Scout " Cheerful 
He smiles whenever he can HIS obedience to orders 

IS prompt and cheery He never shIrks nor grumbles at 
hardships' 
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Nobody likes a grouch It IS Important therefore to cul
tivate happiness and a cheerful dispOSItion 

I We use 011 on a machtne to make all the parts run 
smoothly Cheerfulness IS to hfe what all IS to a machme 
It makes all that we do proceed more smoothly When 
we are cheerful we make better progress ourselves and 
we are more aa:reeable and helpful to all other people 

A cheerful heart IS 
drleth up the bones 

9 A Scout " Throfty 

a good medicine a 
(Proverbs 17 22) 

broken SpIrit 

'He does not wantonly destroy property He works 
faithfully, wastes nothing and makes the best use of 
hiS opportunities He saves hiS money so that he may 
pay hiS own way. be generous to those m need and 
helpful to worthy objects He may work for pay, but 
must not receive bps for courtesies or Good Turns ' 
By thrift we mean makmg the best use of our earnings 

and avoldmg all waste We should save part of what we 
earn and use the rest for our needs and those of others 

Go to the ant thou sluggard. conSider her ways and be 
Wise, haVing no gUIde, overseer or ruler she provldeth 
her bread In the summer and gathered her food m the 
harvest" (Proverbs (I 6) 

lOA Scout IS Brave -.. 
He has the courage to face danger In spite of fear and 

to stand up for the right agamst the coaxmgs of friends 
or the Jeers or threats of enemies, and defeat does not 
down him 
To be brave does not mean not to fear but to have 

courage In spite of fear Concern for the right and the 
truth and to defend It With all our might IS the highest 
bravery of all 

The story of DaVId and Gohath IS famous because It IS 
a story of great bravery You Will recall how the Philistine 
GolIath defied the hVlng God There was no one In the 
armies of Israel to take up hiS challenge but DaVid a 
shepherd lad volunteered. to battle With the strong man 
of the Phlhstlnes DaVid was brave and he had faith as 
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well he said • The Lord that dehvered me out of the 
paw of the han, and out of the paw of the bear, He will 
deliver thee out of the hands of the Phl1lstmes (First 
Samuel 17 37) 

I I A Seoul 15 Clean 

He keeps clean m body and thought, stands for clean 
speech, clean sport, clean habit:!, and travels with a 
clean crowd" 

Cleanlmess of mmd and body mdlcates self-respect and 
strength of character 

I Who shall ascend mto the mountain of the Lord? 
And who shall stand In HIS Holy place' 
He that hath clean hands and a pure heart 
(Psalm 24 3, 4) 

12 A Scout II Reverent 
'He IS a reverent toward God He 18 faithful In hiS 
relIgiOUS duties and respects the conVictions of others m 
matters of custom and rellglon • 

The Twelfth Scout Law has often been described as a 
summary of the other eleven As a Scout hvmg m close 
contact With nature, one can t help knowmg more deeply 
the handiwork of God As you see the wonders about 
you, the alarht sky. the soft green of the trees Dnd grass 
the rolling hIUS, your reverence toward God mcreases 
and your fatth In Him IS strengthened 

The other part of the Twelfth Scout Law IS respect for 
other people for their relIgIOn and customs Color and 
relIgiOUS beliefs are not a baSIS for Judgmg a man All men 
were created by God and all are equal before Him By 
hvmg up to the Scout Oath and Law we do our duty to 
God and our fellow men 

It hath been told thee, 0 man, what IS good and what 
the Lord doth reqUlre of thee 

Only to do Justly, and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly With thy God (Micah 6 8) 
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Scouts from many lands gather for Sabbath Services at Sildh World 
Jamboree In France 1947 

CHAPTER 5 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 

Famous Amencan Jews, CommunIty AgenCIes 
and Instotutlons, PopulatIon of large C,t,es 

AMONG the first white men to set foot in the New 
World was Luu de Torres one of the SIX JeWish 

members of Columbus' crew In the epic voyage which 
the explorer made In 1492 Smce then Amencan Jewry 
has played a slgmflcant role In the growth of the United 
States, where there are now about four and a half mIllIon 
Jews Together With cItIzens of other faiths. American 
Jews have contributed labor technical skill and Ideas 
to the development of Amenca 

First Pioneers 
The flrst groups of Jews In the New World settled In 

BraZil MeXICO and the West Indies They were marranos 
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from Spain and Portugal, who adopted Chrlsllamty but 
practised Judaism In secret When the long arm of the 
Inqulsillon reached out to engulf the Jews In South Amer
Ica, they had to flee for their lives back to Europe 

Among those who fled, a small group of twenty-three 
reached New Amsterdam by chance In September of 1654 
They were the first Jewish settlers In the country which 
was to become the Untted States Here, they encountered 
the wrath of Peter Stuyvesant, who was Governor of the 
Dutch colony But gradually they were given the rights 
of reSidence and bearmg arms and were accorded the 
recogmtlon of burghers Many years later, under Engbsh 
rule, they were allowed to build a synagogue 

Sephardlc Jews 
When Paul Revere made his famous ride there were 

about three thousand Jews hVlng In the thirteen colontes 
..Jewish commumtles had been established In New York 
Phlladelphla Newport Charleston and Savannah They 
conSIsted mostly of Sephardlc or Spamsh Jews who had 
come from Spain Portugal Holland and England 

Fighting for Independence 
One out of every ten Jews In the colontes IS beheved 

to have fought In the RevolutIonary War at one time or 
other Several Jews attained high rank but the greatest 
Jewish contnbutlOn was performed by a CIVIlian He was 
Hallm Solomon Impnsoned by the Bnllsh for his revolu
tionary activity Solomon escaped and devoted all his 
effort to ralsmg money for the finanCIng of the Revolu
tion In spite of the fact that Solomon raised and contri
buted great sums to the cause he died a poor man 

Striking Roots In the New Land 
The growth of the Jewish populallon follOWing the 

Revolutionary War was slow By 1840 there were scarcely 
15000 Jews In the Umted States But they managed to 
establish new commumttes In Richmond, New Orleans 
Balllmore LouIsville and Cincinnati They helped to found 
new cities and develop Industry and trade Durmg the 
War of 1812 and later m the Mexican War the Jews 
were qUick to offer their assistance and Jam the serVices of 
their country UTtah P Levy distinguished himself as a 
naval officer 
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Other Jews enacted a promment role m the growth of 
tbe country Judah Touro was a leading cItizen of New 
Orleans He won the respect of Jews and non-Jews alike 
for his bravery In war and for his philanthropies MOTde
cal Matnuel Noah was an outatandmg Journahst and polit
Ical leader, who served as the Amencan consul m Algiers 
He conceived the Idea of establishing a Jewish State on 
Grand Island near Buffalo and even tried to carry It 
ouL, but the project failed Rebecca GTatz was a Philadel
phian She became one of the best-known women of 
America because of her numerous CIVIC activIties and her 
personal charm She IS also remembered for her share In 

establlshmg religIOUS schools for Jewish children In her 
city 

Flghtong for liberty 
When the CIVil War broke out, the number of Jews In 

thiS country had grown to two hundred thousand It was 
m the years followmg 1840 that German Jews came to tbe 
Untted States In large numbers ThiS was known as the 
Second Wave of Jewish Imrrugratlon Soon the German 
Jews had taken up their new task of Improving their lot 
as Jews and contributing to their new country They 
erected synagogues, established. charitable societies and in
stitutions In many ways, they strengthened the Jewish 
commuRity III the Umted States 

In the War between the States Jews fought for both 
North and South Judah P BenJamm became Secretary 
of State In the Confederate Government The great ma
Jonty however were on the Side of freedom and equahty 
for white and black ahke 

The Great Immlgraflon from Eastern Europe 
The third wave of Jewish Immigration began In 1880 

From the fields and shops from the cIties and farms of 
RUSSia Poland Roumama, Llthuama and nelghbormg coutJ
tnes, Jews streamed steadily mto the new land of hope 
and opportumty In a period of thirty-five years nearly 
two mllhon Jews found a refuge and haven m thiS coun
try They left behmd them the oppreSSion, the persecution 
and the poverty which the Old World had Imposed upon 
them But when the first World War broke out the road to 
America was closed 
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There was freedom and opportumtles 111 the New 
World But the Immigrants were soon to find that the 
streets were not paved with gold They struggled and 
suffered m poverty, worked m factories for only a few 
dollars a week raised famlhes m sordid slums They 
struggled to learn the language and customs of their new 
country It was an uphill struggle, but they were happy 
that the despair which had been so commonplace 111 the 
old country was left behmd They erected many new 
synagogues and schools, they organized lodges and ZIOnist 
clubs they formed labor Unions and charitable agencies 
They helped themselves and the more unfortunate Jews 
10 Europe And gradually they began to take part 111 the 
CIVIC affairs of their new country, domg their best to 
develop the mdustry and the commerce the education 
and cutlure of the Umted States 

Leaders and Teachers 
As always a few arose to lead their people to hold the 

lamp of truth and understanding Emma Lazarus was a 
poet One of her poems IS mscnbed on the base of the 
Statue of Liberty Isaac Leeser translated the Bible mto 
Enghsh Bernard Revel played a maJor role m the growth 
of Yeshiva College which IS devoted to strengthening 
Orthodox Judaism Solomon Schecter served for many 
years as preSident of the JeWish Theological Semmary 
which furthered Conservative Judaism m the Umted 
States Isaac M WtSe establIshed the Hebrew Umon 
College and orgaDlzed the Reform Synagogues mto a 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations LoUtS Marshall 
was the leader In the fight for JeWish rights and equahty 
and he worked for the welfare of Jews In America and 
In other countries Louts D Bran<ietS, who became proml
nent at the outbreak of the first World War, was an 
aS80C18te Justtce of the Supreme Court of the Untted 
States and a Zlomst leader Yehoash was outstandmg 
among the Yiddish-speaking Jews He wrote many beau
tdul poems and translated the Bible mto YiddiSh 

Relief and Recondruchon for Jews In Europe 
Durmg the years 1914_1918 when the world was ablaze 

With war the Jews of Amenca now more than three 
million strong, brought rehef to the war-stricken Jews .. 

of Europe And, workmg together With the Jews of other 
countnes American Jewry was able to Win equal rights 
for the Jews of Europe, and open the gates of Palestine 
for a new Immigration to the Holy Land 

After World War I Immigration to the United States 
was resumed and many more Jcws came to thiS country 
But soon the free ImmigratIOn to thiS country was stopped 
when quotas for ImmigratIOn from the different countnes 
were established for all nationalities and the gates could 
be opened only slightly to save the lives of many who 
were fleeing from the barbarous clutches of Hltief)sm 

In World War II (1939-1945), Amencan Jews Jomed 
Americans of other faiths In the struggle against NaZI 
Germany After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7 1941 the Umted States entered the war 
On the battle front and the home front Americans of all 
faiths contributed to victory over FaSCist tyranny and 
dictatorship As Ameru~an CItizens, the JeWish people 
Jomed hands With men of good Will everywhere to 
strengthen the arm of hberty In our country and to budd 
a better world 

JeWish Populahon In Large CIties 
The followmg IS the general and JeWish population of 

the ten largest Cities In the Umted States 

City 
New York 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 
Los Angeles 
Boston 
DetrOit 
Cleveland 
Baltimore 
Newark 
Pittsburgh 

Total PopulatW1I. m 1940 
7,454,000 
3396000 
1 931 000 
1 504,000 

770000 
1 623 000 

878000 
859 000 
429000 
671 000 

JeWish CommuDlty Life 

JeWISh Popl/lahon 
2035000 

363000 
293000 
225 000 
137000 

90 000 
80000 
75 000 
56000 
54000 

How many times have we found ourselves In the CIrcle 
of our family and thrilled at the reminiscences and stories 
which the older people have told about the years gone by' 
Grandfather may have told how he came to the Umted 
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States the first of the family to set foot on American sOil 
He may have told about his experIences as he left 
RussIa or Poland and traveled across Europe about 
how he was nearly turned back because he dId not 
have the necessary amount of money to show at the 
Customs House how he struggled to earn a hVlng In the 
new land, and when he had put aSide a hard earned 
dollar how he sent for grandmother and the children 
Father may have told about .how he had brought across 
hiS brothers and sisters many years later how each at 
them came to the new country and with hope high es
tabhshed the new hfe 10 the land of opportunIty 

In ever sense, the home IS part of the communIty In
deed the communIty depends on the manner In which 
each family works for the common good For good famlhes 
mean il umted, progresslVe commumty 

The People of the Community 
All Jews are not exactly ahke Just as no two people 

are exactly the same There are many differences but 
there are strong bonds of UnIty which overcome all dif
ferences Among the differences are those of land of orlgan 
Among the people of the commumty we may find Sephar~ 
dlc Jews those who orlganally came from Spain and Por
tugal They were the first at the Jews In the New World 
They were followed by the Jews of Germany Later came 
many Jews from RUSSia Poland Roumama Hungary and 
other European countnes In reeent years we have wel
comed new refugees from Germany and other countries 
10 our midst But we find that the Jews here soon forget 
these differences due to lands of anglO 

Along religiOUS hnes the Jews are diVided mto Ortho
dox Conservative and Reform, and there are many who 
while not afflhated With any synagogue do not lose their 
feebng for Judaism Jews also belong to different pohlIcal 
parties Such differences eXist among all peoples Regard
less of which country they came from, or what views 
they hold 10 rehglOn and pohtlcs the Jews of the com
muntty work for the common weUare 

Community AgenCies and Organizations 
If we were to take Inventory, we might be surprised 

to learn all the different orgamzatlOns which eXist to 
carry out a great vanety of functions In addition to the 
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synagogues and schools, we would fi nd JeWIsh centers 
hospitals orphan asylums child care agencies SOCial s~rv
Ice bureaus employment agencies fraternal orders and 
clubs and fund-raiSing orgamzahons The Synagogue 
CounCIl of America IS an organization With which the 
Pl'lnclpal Orthodox, Conservative and Reform congrega
tIOnal and Rabbmlcat groups are affihated The National 
JeWish Welfare Board IS the parent organtzatlon of Jew
Ish Communtty Centers and Y M HAs The B nal B nth 
Lodges are mterested In the promotaon of commumty 
betterment and youth welfare The Amel'lcan JeWish 
Committee and the American JeWish Congress work for 
equal cItizenship rights of Jews In other countries In the 
field of culture and education we find the JeWish theater 
concerts lectures, exhibits, meetings, conferences and 
conventIOns We have a JeWish press snd a JeWish lItera
ture All of these go to make up JeWish commuDity hfe 
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The Individual's Duties 
We have mentioned many ways In which the mdlVldual 

maintains his Judaism In summing up we might re-em
phaslze a few of these ways First In Importance IS 

afflhatlon-belonglng to a synagogue center lodge or 
other organized group But mere membership IS not 
enough The Indlvdual must perform some personal serv
Ice on behalf of the community Making a contribution to 
Jewish organizations and non-sectarian organizatIOns are 
Important ways of sharing 10 community hfe Usmg the 
agencies maintained by the commUnity IS another way 
This means sending children to a JeWish school attendmg 
the synagogue partlClpatmg In the community center 
readmg JeWish magazmes and newspapers But the great
est duty which the mdlvldual owes to his faith IS to be 
Joyal to himself and his people and to hve according 
to the rehglou1 and ethical teachmgs of Judaism 
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CHAPTER I> 

WORLD JEWRY 

Bonds of UnIty, State of Israel and 
Palestone, JeWISh Populatoon 

The Bonds of Umty 
An Jews are United m fellowship ' our sages said 

centuries ago This IS as true today as It was then 
Wherever they may bve, they are part of the JeWish 
people They feel bound together by the ties of a common 
history, a common religIOn and a common fate 

First there IS the bond of common history Abraham 
Moses DaVid, Isaiah Judah Maccabee Aklba Malmomdes 
and many others are the common ancestors of the Jews In 

every country of the world Jews today bear these names 
and bear them proudly 

Then there IS the bond of a common heritage and relig
Ion The JeWish heritage \5 found In the Book of Books 
the Bible an the ocean of Wisdom the Talmud m the 
beautiful poems of Judah Halevi and Bialik In the pray
erbooks m the stories of Zangwill and Sholom Alelchem 
Everywhere In the world, Jews read and study these 
books and gUide themselves by the beliefs and Ideals 
which they contam 

In every country of the world Jews observe the same 
hohdays and customs On Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur the Shofar IS sounded an thousands of synagogues 
On Pesach millions of Jews have a Seder In their homes 
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On Hanukkah Rock of Ages Is sung on every contment 
In every land there are Jews who study Hebrew and 
wrde and speak the language 

Jews are also bound together by a common fate What 
happens to Jews 10 one country affects their brethren In 

other countries When the Jews of the United States and 
of France were granted citizenship about a century and a 
half ago, mllhons of Jews m other countries were happy 
and 10 the years following, they too gamed these rights 
When the State of Israel was proclaimed, Jews every
where were stirred with deep emotional and spiritual 
feehngs Because of thiS strong feeling of kmshlp Jews 
are always prepared to help one another To brmg aid 
and rebef to the surviVmg Jews of Europe, American 
Jews give mllhons of dollars to the Umted JeWish Appeal, 
the combmed fund-ralsmg organtzabon for the Jomt DIs
tributIon Committee the Untted PalestIne Appeal and 
the Untted Service for New AmerIcans 

The State of Israel and Palestine 

The birth of the State of Israel IS one of the greatest 
events m JeWish hiStory of the last two thousand years 
You Will find the dramatic story of thiS event m Chapter 
l---Outitne of JeWIsh HIstory Let us make a SWIft Journey 
10 an airplane to PalestIne, that small corner of the world 
where on May 14, 1948, the State of Israel was pro
claimed It stands at the crossroads of three mighty con
tlnents-AS18 Europe and Africa It IS the southwestern 
corner of the largest of them all. ASia, and IS thc gateway 
to the East Guardmg the approaches to the Suez Canal 
at the eastern border of the Mediterranean Sea Palestme 
has always been an Important country along the trade 
routes of the world In 1949 there were about 850 000 Jews 
and about 100000 Arabs 10 the State of Israel 

As seen from our airplane, Palestine appears to conSist 
of three parallel strips runnmg south to north The first 
striP IS the stretch of lowlands nesthng against the Medi
terranean Sea The second IS the Central Range of hills 
and mountains The third striP IS the Jordan Valley where 
the most Important bodies of water are found-the Dead 
Sea, the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee and Lake Huleh 
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As we travel swLftly from south to north, we note 
further that the first region which IS the Negev IS a large 
area of semi-desert land Next, we see Judea which IS a 
hilly, mountainous country And there on one of the 
mountainS IS the anCient City of Jerusalem Farther to the 
north we find the regIOn known as Samaria, which IS a 
large fertile section Above It IS the famous Emek or 
Valley of Jezreel, the breadbasket of Palestme And fin
ally as we wmg our way to the far north we find Gahlee 
diVided mto Lower and Upper Galtlee which IS htlly 
but which we can see contams good agricultural land 

CIties and Villages 

Let us come down from our airplane and travel by 
motor car through the Cities of Palesbne There are a 
number of Important ones, and we must see them aU 
First of course IS Jerusalem, the city which IS holy to 
Jews Christians and Moslems ahke Jerusalem IS diVided 
mto two parts the New City With approximately 100,000 
Jews and the Old City which mcludes the Holy places 
With approximately 20,000 Arabs Now we must go to Tel 
AVIv the largest and most modem city In the country 
which stands as a monument to JeWish VISIOn, mgenUity 
and mdustry Tel AVIv mcludmg Jaffa has a population 
of about 325 000 people meludmg 4000 Arabs m Jaffa Its 
beautiful bUlldmgs, Its cleanbness and effiCiency cannot 
help but make us glow With pride 

As we conbnue our Journey we come next to Haifa, 
which stands at the foot of Mt Carmel and has the 
largest harbor m Palestme, as well as the most Important 
mdustnal plants Haifa has a JeWish populatIon of 100000 
Now m turn, we travel through Safed Tlbenas Hebron 
and Gaza ancient cItIes which are still thrlvmg And then 
to Natama and Petach-Tlkvah which began as farm set
tlements m modern bmes and now have receIVed charters 
as munlclpahttes 

In Israel there are over three hundred JeWish farm 
settlements With a population now approachmg 175000 
and steadtly mcreasmg One of the first agricultural colo
mes to be eslabhshed was Rlshon Le Zion Today It IS 
a large farmmg Village situated m the heart of an orange 
and grape-growmg district Hederah farther to the north 
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IS also one of the earliest settlements Here the pioneers 
suffered. greatly because of ma)arla and Arab hostthty 

In the Emek are several wen known colomes There IS 

Nahalal, a cooperative settlement, and Beth Alpha and 
Am Harad which are collective villages In the Jordan 
Valley IS situated the famous colony of DagaOlsh, which 
began as a mud hut and now boasts a large population 
with wheat fields, orange groves and pme woods Only 
recently new JeWish settlements were established In the 
Negev which before had been conSidered desert land 

Organizations and Funds 
Numerous orgamzatlons and funds are devoted to rals

mg money and carrymg out the pracbcal work of helpmg 
and Improvmg Palestine There are first the ZIOnist 
Orgamzatlon of America (for general Zlomsts) the MIZ
rachl (for Orthodox Jews) the Labor ZlOnlHts, and other 
groups Then there are the organizations which raise 
needed funds The JeWish National Fund buys land In 

Palestine The Kel en Hayesod establishes colomes and 
develops trade and mdustry These two raise most of their 
Income In the United States through the Umted Palestme 
Appeal, which In turn IS a part of the Umted JeWish 
Appeal The Labor ZlOmsts conduct a Palestme Labor 
Campaign each year while the Mlzrachl also raise money 
for their own program Hadassah the women s general 
ZIODlSt orgamzatlon carnes on health and welfare work 
In Palestme All Jews concerned With the up-bulldmg of 
Palestine have an offlc181 body to supervise the work 
It IS known as the JeWish Agency for Palestine 

The JeWISh Peopl. Today 
Belore World War II, the JeWIsh population In the 

; 
world was seventeen mdhon Today It IS eleven mdlton 
Here are the JeWish population H~ures for 1939 and 1947 
on the SIX contments 

North AmeTica 
South AmeTica 
Europe 
ASia 
Austraha 
Africa 
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1939 
4965,620 

524000 
9739200 

771500 
33000 

609800 

1947 
5 176,500 

578000 
3920000 

917500 
35,00'0 

639500 

Before the war Europe harbored the majority of Jews 
m the world Poland alone had some three mllhon Jews 
Now, With SIX mllhon dead, Europe ranks second In Po
land only a handful have surVived the brutahtles of 
the NaZIS The United States 15 the home of nearly half 
of the JeWish people And next to the Umted States IS 
Israel With a JeWish populabon of about 850000 In 1949 
In Amenca and III Israel, therefore, are now located the 
two great JeWish centers of the world 

But even eleven million IS no small number Jews have 
met With disaster many times In their long history and 
they always regamed their strength and have survived 
to thiS day Much depends now on the Jews of America 
who are today helpmg their brethren everywhere to re
construct their lives anew Even more depends on whether 
we succeed til forging a permanent peace and bUilding a 
free world In which the Jews together With aU the people 
on earth Will enJoy freedom from want freedom from 
fear freedom of speech and freedom of religIOn 

51 



REFERENCES 
This IS a selected list 01 sources snd references 
for the Ner Tamld Scout Award Those marked 
with asterisks· are the most useful for Scouts If 
at all possible, some of them should be acqUired 
by the Troop as part of lts bbrary A hst of 
abbreviations of pubhshers will be found on 
page 55 

Chapter I - Outlone of Jewosh Hostory 
SHORT mSTORY OF THE JEWS by Jacob S Golub 

and Alan S Green UARC 
mSTORY OF THE JEWS, by Paul Goodman E P 

Dutton 
·WATCHMAN OF THE NIGHT, by B Kshsher UAHC 
*GREAT JEWS SINCE BIBLE TIMES by E E Levmger 

BEH 
.THE GREAT MARCH, by Rose Lurie UAHC Vol I and 

IT 
BIRD S EYE VIEW OF JEWISH mSTORY, by CeCil 

Roth UAHC 

Chapter 2 - Home Observances 
JEWISH LIFE IN THE MIDDLE AGES by Israel Abra

hams JPS" Pp 113-182 
• JEWISH CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES, by Ben M 

Edtdm HPC Pp 15-32 
THE JEWISH RELIGION. by J H Greenstone Jewish 

Chautauqua Pp 283-94 
"WITH THE JEWlSH ClDLD, by Elma E Levmger BL 

Pp 1-26 
"FOLK AND FAITH, by E E and J L Levmger BL 

Pp 33-38 
LIFE OF THE PEOPLE IN BIBLICAL TIMES, by Max 

Radm JPS 
WORLDS THAT PASSED, by A S Sache JPS Pp 1-5 

"THE STORY OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND CUSTOMS 
by Dorothy F Zehgs BL Pp 110-125 

52 

._------

"INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM, by B D Cohon BL 
"WHAT WE MEAN BY RELIGION, by Ira Elsenstem 

BEH 
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL, translatton of the 

Abndged Shulhan Aruch by C Friedlander Shapiro, 
Valentme and Co I London 

"DAYS AND WAYS, by Mamie Gamoran UAHC 
JUDAISM AS CREED AND LIFE, by MaUrice Joseph 

Macnullan (For leaders) 
THE JEWISH FESTIVALS by HaYlm Schauss UAHC 
JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS, by Ben M 

Edtdm HPC 

Chapter 3 - The Synagogue 

"INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM by B D Cohon BL 
Pp 78-95 

"JEWISH CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES, by Ben M 
EdJdm HPC Pp 101-148 

JEWlSH HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS, by Ben M 
Edldm HPC 

THE JEWISH RELIGION, by J H Greenstone Jewish 
Chautauqua Pp 121-135 

THE VOCABULARY OF JEWISH LIFE, by A M Heller 
HPC Pp 4550 

"FOLK AND FAITH, by E E and L J Levmger BL 
Pp 39-48 

"A HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN THE UNITED STATES 
by L J Levmger UAlIC Chs 14, 15 24 

"A TREASURE HUNT IN JUDAlSM, by H P Snuth 
HPC Pp 15_33 

"THE SMALL SANCTUARY, by S B Freehof UAlIC 
·IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD by S B Freehof, UAHC 

Chapter 4 - JeWISh Study 

"THE HOLY SCRIPTURES JPS 
"INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM, by B D Cohan BL Pp 

5-37 
"DOROTHY AND DA VlD EXPLORE JEWlSH LIFE, by 

Michael ConoVltz UARC Ch 8 ~ 

53 



, 

-JEWISH COMMUNITY IN LIFE IN AMERICA by Ben 
M Edtdm Hebrew Publishing Company Ch 4 

THE JEWISH RELIGION, by J H Greenstone Jewish 
Chautaqua Pp 213-247 

• FOLK AND FAITH by E E and L J Levmgel BL 
P 8-19 

.. A HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN THE UNITED STATES 
by L J Levmger UAHC Ch 25 

.. A HlSTORY OF JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES by 
Dorothy F Zehgs BL (See mdex for Education 
Schools) 

Chapter 5 - American Jewish Community 

·A HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN THE UNITED STATES 
by L J Levmger UAHe 

"'GIANTS ON THE EARTH by Deborah Pessin BEH 
· THE JEWS COME TO THE UNITED STATES by Moss

man and Baker BL 
·THE STREAM OF JEWISH LIFE, by Dorothy Aloism 

UAHC 
"' DOROTHY AND DAVID EXPLORE JEWISH LIFE, by 

Michael ConOVltz UAHe 
"JEWISH COMMUNITY LIFE IN AMERICA, by Ben M 

Edldm HPC 

JEWISH COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION IN THE UNI
TED STATES, by M Karpf BL 

-FOLK AND FAITH by E E and L J Levmgel BL 
Pp 49-90 

LEADING A JEWISH LIFE IN THE MODERN WORLD 
by S H Markowitz UAHC Pp 47-55 

JEWISH LIFE IN OUR TIMES, by Judah Pilch BEH 
Pp 155-164 

Chapter 6 - World Jewry 

AMERICAN JEWISH YEARBOOK Current Issue (See 
review of the JeWish events and statistics of Jews) 

-REBUILDING PALESTINE by Ben M E<hdm BEH 

54 

LEADING A JEWISH LIFE IN THE MODERN WORLD 
by S H MarkOWitz UAHC Pp 17-35 56-82 290-
297 

JEWISH LIFE IN OUR TIMES, by Judah Pdch BEH 
-THE STORY OF MODERN PALESTINE by Dorothy F 

Zehgs BL 

TRIAL AND ERROR, by Chalm WelZmann Harper and 
Bros 

This IS ISRAEL, by I F Stone Gaer Associates 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS 

Encyclopedia of JeWish Knowledge (One Volume) BEH 
Vallentme S JeWish Encyclopedia (One Volume) Shapiro 

Valentme and Co 
Umversal JeWish Encyclopedia (10 Volumes) Universal 
JeWish Encyclopedia (12 Volumes) Funk and Wagnalls 

Co 

-BOOKS FOR SCOUTS and EXPLORERS 
Abbreviations of Pubhshers 

JP&-Jewlsh Publication Society 225 South 15th Street 
Philadelphia Pa 

BEH- Behrman s JeWish Book House 1261 Broadway 
New York, N Y 

BL-Bloch Pubhshmg House 31 West 31st Street New 
York N Y 

HPC-Hebrew Publlshmg Company, 77 Delancey Street 
New York, N Y 

UAHC-Umon of Amencan Hebrew Congregation Mer
chants BUlldmg, Cmcmnatl, OhiO 

55 



A 
Abarbanel, Isaac 
Abraham 

N 0 

8 
1,47 

21 Adar Shehl 
Akeba 
American Jewish 
American Jewish 
Amencan 

" Comm 46 
Congress 45 

Jewry 
Amoa 
Antioch 

10 39 41 43 48 
8 
4 

18 Arbor Day Jewish 
Ark Holy 
Assembly, House of 
AssYrIa 

Babvlon 
Bar Mitzvah 
Bene<hctions 
Beth Alpha 
Bialik H N 
Bible, The 

B 

2228 
22 

3 

86' 
14 20 

24 
60 
10 

16,91680318438 
BlkkurlM (First FrUIts) 

47 
l' 
2' 
20 

Blrkath HHmazon 24 
Birth 
B nal B rlth Lodges 
Book of LamentatlOna 
Books Reference 
Brande!,!! LoUIS D 
B rlth Mdah 

C 
Calendar Hebrew 
Canaan Settlement In 
Candles, Lighting of 
Cantor (Hazan) 
Ceremomal Objects 
Ceremony 

Candle 
Havdalah 
Shofar 

Chetuvlm 
Cities AnCient 
CIVIl War 

45 
18 

5266 
42 

20 26 

21 
1, 2 

14 32 
23 
18 

14 32 
14 
16 
31 
4' 

Columbus Chnstopher 6 
Commandments (see Ten 

41 
7,9 

Commandments) 
Commumty 

AgenCies 
Llfe. Jewlllh 

4446 
4346 

E X 
Confirmation Ceremony 
Crusades 

20 
7 

20, 31 Customs, Jewl!!h 

o 
DaVid Kmg 
Day of Atonement 
Death 
Deborah 
Democracy 
Dl8spora 
Dietary Laws 
Displaced Persons 
Duties, IndiVidual 

EhJah 
EmanCipation 
Emek 
Eternal Light 
Exodus 
Ezekiel 

E 

F 

2," 47 
16 

20 21 
22 , 
6 
l' Camps 11 
46 

3 • 49,60 
12 23 

1 16 24 
8 

Faith Thirteen PrinCiples 26 
Farm Settlement JeWl!!h 4.9 
Fast Days 18 
Fes tival!!, Three 16 17 
Folkshul 80 

G 
Gahlee 
Gaon Saadyah 
Gaon of Wllna 
Ghettos m Europe 
Gideon 

4' 6,6 
8 
7 

22 
Golden Age of Peace and 

Prosperity 2 
24 25 

41 
Grace after Meals 
Grah, Rebecca 

H 
Hada!!sah 60 
Haftorah 81 
Haifa 49 
Hamlshah Asar Be Shevat 18 
Hanukkah 4 18 47 
Hsnukkah Lamp 19 
Havdalah (Ceremony) 14 
Hazan (Cantor) 23 
Hebrew Language 32 
Hebrew Unton College 4.2 

56 

Heme Heinrich 9 
Hellemsts 4 
Herzl Theodor 10 
Hitler Adolph 11 
Hohdays 13 17, 18 25 
Holy Days High 14 15 24 
Holy Land Immigration to 42 
Holy Objects 22 24 
Home The 13, 14 
Hosea 3 
House 

of Assembly 22 
of Study 22 
of Worslup 22 

InqUISItion 
isaiah 
Israel 

Kmgdom of 
State of 

Israelites 

Jaffa 
Jeremiah 

J 

Jerusalem The City 
JeWish Agency for 

Palestine 
JeWish National Fund 
JeWish Schoola 
JeWish Study 
Jews 

of Amenca 
of Europe 
m France 

7 
3, 47 

2 3 
4.8 49 
I, 16 

49 , 
4' 
60 
60 
30 

3132 

10 
11 48 

7, 9, 47 
9, 41 , m Germany 

In Holland 
m Polsnd 
In RUSSia 

891051 
8 9, 10 

48 50 
1 

2, 3 
8 

Jordan Valley 
Joseph Son of Jacob 
Judah Kingdom of 
Judaism Flame of 

K 
Karen Hayesod 
Klddu!!h 
Kldushm (Marnage) 
Kmg DaVid 
Kmg of Syria 

Labor ZlOmats 
Lag Ba Orner 
Law Scout 

L 

6. 
14 26 

2. 
2 24 

4 

50 
18 

3438 

57 

Laws JeWish 31 
Lazarus, Emma 42 
Leaders and Teachers 42 
Leeser Isaac 42 
Llthuama JeWish Center 8 

Maanv 
Maccabee 
Malmomde!! 
Marranos 

lot 

Marrlsge (Kldushm) 
Marshall, LoUIS 
Mediterranean Sea 
Mendelsohn MOlles 
Menorah The 
MesSlamc Times 
Mezuzah 

26 
4, 18 47 

'7 
7 

20 
42 
48 , 

19 23 
3 16 

18 19 
Migration 8,94142 
Mmah 
Mishnah The 
Mlzrachl, The 
Mohammed 
Months Lunar 

2426 , 
60 

6 

Moses 1 22 
21 

31, 47 
25 31 
7, 14 

Moses Five Book!! of 
Moslems 
Mount Carmel 
Mount Smal 
Mussaph 

N 
National JeWish 

4' 
2 

26 

Welfare Board 45 
NaZism 11 
Ner Tsmld 23 
Ner Tamld Award 12 
Noah, Mordecai Manuel 41 

o 
Organizations 44 45 
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Pioneers First 
Poets 

10 11 
16 
1 

31 
16 47 

2 
6 

39 40 
6 6 



Prayer, A Scout s 
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Scriptures (Chetuvlm) 
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Sephardlc Jews 
Servu~e. Dally 
Shavuoth 
Shema, The 
Shmoneh Esreh 
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, Shofar Ceremony 
Shulchan Arueh 
Joseph Karo 

16 19 47 

Siddur The 
Sidrah 
Solar Year 
Solomon, Haym 
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Spam 
Study House of 
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Succah 
Succath 
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Talmud 
Teachera, Great 
Teftl1en 
Tel AvIV 
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Temple of Jerusalem 
Ten Commandments 
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Ten Tribes 2 
Tenach 31 
Theological Semlhary 42 
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Torres, LuiS dc 
Trans)ordan 
Tree of Llfe 
Tribes 
Tsedakah 
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Uml.ed Kingdom 2 
Untl.ed Nations 11, 12 
United Palestine Appeal 60 
United States of America 9 
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Welzmann, Dr 
WIse haac M 
World Jewry 
World War I 
World War II 
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YMHA's 45 
YahrzeJt 21 
Year Solar 21 
Yehoash 42 
Yeshivah 6 6, 80 
YeshIVa College 42 
YIddish 82 
Yochanan ben Zacca) 6 
Yom Kippur 14 16 16 19 47 
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Zion, Restoration of 26 
ZionIst Movement 10 
ZIOnist Orgamzatlon 

of America 60 




