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PROFESSOR ALEXANDER MARX

] ' -

~

Professor Aiexan&er-Merx 'whb will céiebrate his
?Oth birthday. on Thursday, January 29, has been a mehber of-
-——r—_._._—-'"'h—-._______._-——-——.—._—_

the fnChlty of the Jewish TheoloJical Seminar since 1903.

As professor of Jewish History and as Librarian at.thp Semiﬁary,

his profOund learninv'has not'oﬁly influenced the hundreds

of young nen who ﬂave been his students at the Seminary s
= A R

Rahblnlcal Schon1 duzégghEEE_EEEE_EénXE:rs, ‘but has had

its impact, as well, on the course of Jewish scbcl;rsnin
in this country end abrosd.
When Professor Marx became the Seminary Librarian, - .

- the library collection consisted of 5,000 volumes and three

e e

menuscripts. Under his direction, it has developed into what
—— g

is_Egggi_gggggn1zgd_as_IthJnrldﬂs_torenosI Jewish 1ibrary,

with a collectlon of almosﬁ_l&i+000 books and Damphleté and

ro \

8,000 manuscrints. Professor Marx ‘s famlliarluy with every
.__-z-—'-f"'_-_______-___-’_-__—‘_"’——-—

v v item in fthe collection has pecome legendary among Seminary
. . : . noalry am

students and is a source of constant- wonder among his col=

leagues and visiting scholars,

————

\ _(more)
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Although the_number'of priceless manuscripts'%hich

.the‘library has aoquired-unﬂer Professor Marx's administration

runs into the-thousénﬁs three 1tems are considered among

_________.._....—-.

. - = E———

the chief »rizes. Thev are tne 13th century manuscript of

the “Tclmuo Aboda Zarah e (lreatlse on Idolatry) vhich was

———— .

uritten in Spain and remained there intact not only throuah

the period of the Inquisltion but until our cwvn time.' It

~was pUFcHased by the oemin_ry in 1916 by the late Jud"e'

S —

' Nay@t Sulzber er of Philadelphia who oresented it to the

Seminary. Tro'hiéhly valuuble examples of incunabala heoaﬂe
the property of thne 11brary as gifts of the 1ate Mortimer L.,

Sohiff—u“Mahzor for Yom Kippur,". wrich wes printed 1n Spaln

kpetween.l#BO and 1453 3nd elght leaves of the Gutenbera

I

Bible comprising the 1Z0% of Esther.“'

For many yeéare rhe Libréry,hao'been a ﬁajor;re-
source for_scholors in botm-hemisphores. A few who have made -
intensive use of "the material if.conta;ﬁo are Profeésor Paul
Kaﬁlé, reoowned-German'sohoiar, and a member of the staff of
. the #odlémn L;‘L‘orary at Oxford; Doc‘t;or.Cecil Roth, ‘of

Oxford University, Professor Jose Mlllos de Vilacrosa of
Madrid the late Doctor Maarsen, of. the dunue, and Professor
_Gerhard Sch olem, of the Heorev'Unlver91ty in Jerusalem.

#

(more)
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' Distinguished scholars, writers and public figures
who have used the library in connection with their own work
include_Lion Feuchtwanger, the noted German novelist; Pearl

S. Buck,'who bdnsulted a number ‘of volumes on Jews in China;

1

the late Bronislaw Hubermag; whoiused library_materiél to
supplement his aftigies on Zionism; Giovanni Martinelli of
fthe Metropolitan Opera Coﬁpaﬁy, ﬁho ééarchéd.for cbstume ideas
'fof his role in "La Juive"; Norman bel de@des, thé féméus - i;

Al

stage_deslénen; and Doctor Artufo Cast1g1i0ni, froféssor
. of the History Sf Medﬁoine_at YaTe. .
A sonsiderable pumbér’of.the outstanding items

in the Library‘s col}ection haqé been'made-by Jewigh leaders
whose'friendsbiﬁ_with Professor>ﬁarx'servéd'to increase their'
fundémentdl‘concern_with’the future of Jewlsh SGholaréhip. |
. These donors include the late Judge Sulzberger and MNort imer
L. Schiff, as well ag the late Dr. H., G. Enelow, who be-
“» queathed his owm greéf:librarylto the Semiﬁary.at his éeath. 
Foremost aﬁqng the library‘s bénefactoré today‘is Dr.-Ha;fy
'G}'Friedmaﬁ, ﬁhose_vision:énd genérbsity have been invaluable
assets in the bﬁilding_of the preéenﬁ collection, ~

- . V¥nile the Seminary has_benef{téd iﬁmeasurably'from
.Pfofessér Marx’s(scﬁolafship and from.his qualities of

leadership, Jewish scholarly life throughout:thé_worla’haS-been

influenced by the breadth of his intércsts,

(more)
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" He is_pres;denf.bf'the'AleiahderaKohut Memorial
Foundation, and wag recently eyeeteé to-head the American
Acedemy for Jewish Beseérch. "He is;coiresﬁcnding seeretary
of the American Jewish Historical Scciety; a Fellow of the
INedievai‘Achemy of *merica; a membe; of the Puklicatiors

Committee of the JeW1sh Phc‘icption Society of Ameriea .and

a COPPESpDndlnT member of the. Jewish Hlstoric % d copiety df

K
1

England. i

| :Professor.Marx‘e.farefanging reseﬂreh:and-learﬁed
mpnographélare recogﬁizeq;as‘landmarks among ‘students of
the‘history ané eultere?ef ﬁhe.Jewish pedple; noé‘dnlyfih $ﬁis
country, but in every vort of the "orld."Qie‘puelisbed Works -
{nclude "A History of the Jebish People " which was written in
collaboration with the late. Pro;eseor Max L. Margolls,
"Studies in Jer zigh Hlstcry und Boohlore"ﬁ_as well as many
Iarticles aﬁd'review_fcr.periodicals.-.His most recent work,
ﬂEesefs in;Jﬂﬁish BIQgrﬂvhy" was pubilshed only this month,

Born in leerfel@ Germuny, Professor Marx studled'

at;the Universities of KoniMHberg'an& ncwlln and at the

,’qublner-Semlnarlln that clty, and received his doctorete

5

at the Unlve“51tv of Koenigsberg in 1903, before com;na to

1

the United States'at the‘invitaticn of Professor Solomen

'Schechtér, then preeident‘of the-Semindry. Qn a subsequent -
visit to-Gefmany, during the eemmer of 1905, he married the
former Hanna Hoffman of Heriin,ldaughter qf-Profeeeor David “

Hoffman, & renovned scholar.
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CELEBRATE 70T BIRTHDAY CF PRCFESSCR ALEXANDER MARX ‘

Schedule
Functions
January 29th
and .
February 5th

i

The 70th birthday of Professor Alexanier Marx, re-
nownad. historian and scholar and noted lerarlan of
the °em1nary Library, will be .marked by a meeting and
reception .in the_Rea&arg_RCOL of the_ Library,

‘Tﬁ&fﬁuay_ene n
o? Prcfessor larx, by ©

Janugry 29th at 8 P.M., A portrait
e note

ar.LstFlacL LPVln

_jggj_lu_preSUntea to _nim by Dr. IsraeluLJFGoldnan_lr
behalf of the Rabblnlcal Assmnbly. :

- _‘_-_.-——-._,.-.-:..-.—-L-‘a- S Y

Rebert Gordis will present a scroll in behalf cf

" the Rabbinical Assembly to Professor Marx. In
"aaqition, messages of Breetinig from libraries snd -
acadeﬂic—5001e%ies will be-giwven te him on this

_occasion. _Profesqgﬁﬂgggl_Liebernan will speak and
Professor Marx will respond.

"TEEd @ SonmSt in tribute to
70th birthé¢ay. All members

are invited to join in thi

s

‘ -tribute to a beloved member
~and outstandlng scholar and

On Februa; ‘Bth Pro;essor

j ol

b -

Rabbi David matt will
Professor Marx on his
of. the Rabbinical Asqeﬂbly
nemorable occasicn of
of the Seminary faculty
Librarian., :

Al

arx wall be the guest of

honor at a blrtbday dinner party at the Senirary
- tendered him by the faculty, the Bocard of Directors

.and the | DOer of Dwrecuor

and the Board of Cvérseers.

v

THPORTANT MIE TTI"GS f‘.’_". SEIINARY

Two ueetlngo cf 1nuoruaﬂce were h°ld.ab the %eﬂlﬂary,
. Monday, 'January 12: ‘the Eastern Region of the
National Plenning and Campaign Coﬂmlutee net from

11 A2, t0 .4 P.lfz " /The Comzlttees of the Board of .

Qverseers net, from 4 to.-5:30 P.M. and the-;ull
Board met from 5:30 P.Il. to 9 P.M,

J <ty

- LEHMAN FAIED CHAIRITAN' CF BOARD CF GVERSEERS
SE;I-AIYUAL IEETING CCVERS IIPORTANT BUSINESS

. Board
Elects
Officers,
New liembers

At its meﬂtlng which = arted with dlnner at 5:30 P,M,
the Board-of Overseers elected officers for the
.coning term, reviewed activities of the various de—
partrnients of the Seminary since its previcus semi

annual meatlng hay 6, 1247,

charted. the lines of
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Text of Speech
-~Herbert H.‘Lehman

This expression of your interest prompts me to discuss with
ydu tonight a problem which‘has been occupying my thoughts ever
éince'my return from Europe. It 1s the cost of war. I have been
thinking of thé destfuetion-apd damage Inflicted on humanity and thé
-wbrld ndt only in the war which_endéd'twenty-eight years &go tomorrow,
but also of the avén greater cost sustained by all of'us, everywhere,
1in the war that ended only fourteen months ago. It 1s impossible, of
course ;to reckon such costs in dollers and cents. But one fact
emerges that can be expressed in financial terms. We ﬁave overdrawn
our account. ' | _

-Wa have called upon the bank of raw.materialé; of land, of
housipg, of transpdrtation? educaﬁiongl and medical facilities to
‘an almost incredible extent. It will tske many years, pérhaps
"decades to replenish the dccount. But, in time, 1t can be replen=-
ished. Thls 1s one resource, howevaf, that we cannot .replenish
- now -- or at any future time. We do not even know‘juﬁgfhow far we
have overdrawn the account labeled "Mankind." | -

Even if the records were complete -- even if the death of
every man, -woman and child in the two great wars had been entered-
accurately with'name, place date and circumstance —; we still would
not be able to gauge the full extent of our overdrawal. No record
could tell us, for instance, whether Private First Class John Smith,
hwho fell on Anzio Beach might not have matured into the Abraham
Lincoln of his generation. We do not know just how many Sun Yat
Sens the world lost in Chira -- how many Madame Curies in France,

Tolstois in Russia, and Einsteins in the furﬁaceé of Maidenek. -
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With this knowledge, 1t seems to ma obviouﬁ that we cannot
expect to make even legitimate withdrawals from thia account in
thé-future, up;eas we attempt first to make good the shortage. If,
blindly we have used up the men and the women who, in the natural
course of avents,.would,hawe emerged és the leaders of their gen-
aratidn, we cértainly mﬁst maké*some éonscious, planned effort to
‘replace them, -
 Our responsibility is an even more urgent one todey because
the war did more than cheat the world of an enormous reservoir of
potential leadership. The dislocations imposed by:ﬁar appear also
to have undermined very seriously, where they did not utterly destroy,
the spiritual foundations of great numberé. Flagfaht opportunism,
the philosophy of I'm-getting-mine-While-the—getting's-good, seems
to be gaining ground éteadily over the philosophy of service to the
common good. ' |
- The war cheated a whole multi%ude of displaced persons in Europe
and Asia. The stralns and stresses of that conflict also created
_millions of American D.P.'s of a different kind -- spiritually
displ&ced'persoﬂs.

I ses, then, a double need for leadership, and for the develop-
'msnt'of potential iaadera to serve America. We need to plan for
their development 1n order not only to-replaca, as best we may, the
young men and women cut off by th@'w&rlin the dawn of their promise
~~ the iéaders ﬁorﬁally required by any generation. We also must
plan in the knowledge ‘that the requirements are not normal, but
larger thén normal, for young men and women with the vision for frue
leadership. For wifhout vision, the pfophet Isaliash continuaily o

reminds us, the people perish.
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By vision, I'méan; of course; thé‘consciousness that life is

and must be more, much more, than the "getting and spendiﬁg" of
material resources; that cur activities must provide sustenance
“for the spirit no less than for our phyqical-being; and'that this
Divine element in man is best -nourished, not with words of the
mouth, but by deeds of the hseart. : . _ |

| Men and women equipped with this kind of "vision" possess the
potential for leadership in the tradition which 1lluminates American
hisﬁory from Willliam Penﬁ-to Fraﬁklin-ﬂooaavelt. It 1s also the
-tradition_of the Talmud, as expreaseé in the message of a great
Rabbi to his yéungeﬁ associstes: '"Not authority to rule have I

' It seems to me tonight, on

given you,lbut authcrity ‘to serve.'
| this eve of the anniversary of the armiatice,.that was to terminate,
once and for all} Mankind's continued attempt at suicide, that what
we need above #11 is leadership, in all walks of American lifg, by
men who think of themselveg primarily as servants of thalcommunity.
ﬁow the importance of selecting and trgining such servants of
soclety hﬁé long been recognized in at least two Fieids of endeavor.
In qertain branches of industry, for example, we see great enter-
prises seeking out promising young scientists in our colleges, offer-
193 them the ﬁaans'to further study at company expense; and then
_‘prbvidingltheselgraduate'acientiﬂts with facilities for deﬁeloping-
practical apﬁlications‘of_their-research. We are all famillar also,:
with the much more limited efforts in this direction made by the
various méjbr religions 'in America through the.sstabiisument of .
educational institutions for the development and training, as
ministers of God, of young men of high moral character and spirit-

_ uﬂlityt
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In other words, we seem to be mors than willing on the one
“hand, to facilitate the training of men and women who may be able
to-speed up an élready fastﬂhoving'technology still further; and,
on the other, to train a dlsproportionately smaller number of young
people-who may be able, we hope, to dissuade us from killing each
| other with the fruilts of thatliechnoldgy; Tne need for the training
of 1ncreés1ngly largef numbefs-of rabbis-énd miniat;rs in America’
1s too obvious for comment. o

But limited as our_efforts may be in training spiritual
servant -leaders, they still greatly exceed our'expreased concern
for the developmeht of potential servant-leaders in fields almost
equally imﬁortant to our physical and spiritual welfare;f- and which
may serve as a vitally needed bridge between them. Bioadly speak -
ing, these flelds may.be descfibad as fhe arts and the social and
theoretical sciences., Men showing early signs of talent in these
fieids are ganerally_left.to fend for themselves, and to develop
theiy gifts as bosk Thbs sl ania Wbs often stytdiring prensures
of a fiercely competitive soclety. Perhaps it is no accident that
this nation has produced many artists and social scientists of
talenf -- but féw of genius.

I am aware, of -course, that the special nature of this problem
has been recognized, at least to some limited extenﬁ, in the various
systems of Fellowships set up by American philanthropists. The
Gugggenheim Fellowships, for example, provide finaﬁcial grants for
two years to.men-ahd ﬁcmen of demonatrated talent 1in the arta and
social sclences, to enable them to pursue their studies or work

without economic handicap. And the Neiman Fellowships provide a
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‘year of study.at Harvard University for men and women gifted in
jourhalism. Here again, the recipients of the Fellowships are
1nq1vidﬁals who have already demonstrated ability of & high order.

Obviousiy, howevef, the principle underlying such Fellowshlps
cannot enswer the demand of the day for the discovery and develop-.
ment of potential servant-leaders -- youné-men and women who have
not yet had an opportunltylto perfect the techniques and to acquire
the maturity easeptial to significant creative activity. It 1s
not the artist or social sclentist who has "arrived" who most needs
our help. It is the young man and woman who 1s just starting on
the way. For without proper heip; he may never translate his |
creative dreams into meaningfﬁl-reallty. We have, as I said, lost
aﬁ incalculable number of potential leaders through the ravages of
war. We dare not add to their number by parmitting-otherﬁ‘to fall
viciim to the economic ravages of .peace.. ' |

I do not want tﬁis to happen. I.want fo work to prevent 1its
happening. It 1s in that sﬁirithof concern --;and of tha fof a
more productive future for the youth of this nation -- that I present
to this Conference for its approval, and to the Board of Directors
of the Samihary for thelr implémantation, a project aimed specifically -
_at:fosﬁeriﬁg the dévelopment_of the servant-lsaders of a new genera-
tion., Because of the special nature of thia.iﬁstitution and the
extent of its resources, it may be necessary to confine the pfojeot,
in its 1nitial stageé, to those whom the Seminary is intended to
serve -- ﬁembera of the Jewlsh écmmunity. But certainly 1ts basic
principle 1s applicable to aii’Amaricans; and once established the
plan.can Be widened in scope, perhaps in cooperatioq with other

institutions of learning.
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The Plan 1s a simple one. Through fellowships carrying a
financisl atipend of perhaps $1 500 a year,_and with the active
employment of all the technical and spiritual resources of the
Seminary, it 1s proposed to make available each year, to a varying
number of young men and women qualified through character, temperament
and crestive potential in the arts or the social or theoreticai |
sciences, ﬁhe opportuhity for furfher Study under circumstances ﬁhich-
will encourage the development of their professional techniques '
simultaneously with tha_dévelopﬁent of thelr spiritual vision.

The recipients of the fellowships should be selected fram the student
bodies of American universities and colleges during their senior
year of gtudy, in consultation with educational, civic and religious,
leaders. The Fellows should be authorized to ﬁursue'their technical
andlprofassioqal studies, in this couﬂtry or in a forelign I&nd,.at
any institution or with any recognized master in their field that
they may choose. Dﬁring the tenﬁre of their falldwships -- which
may run from one year to four yéafs -~ the young men and women

would also be given the opportunity to acquire a thorough groundihg
in the history, literature, art and ethics of Judaism through studies .
at the Seminary or elsewhere in the United States or gbrbad at the
hands of authorities selected by the Seminary. The Fellows thus are
to receive orientation, not 1ndoétr1nation, in fhe great ethical and
religious tradition which produced Isalah, Hillel, Maimonides, and
near our time and_nearar;our'own prbportion, Solomon Schechter.

The high goal set for this Plan 1s indicated in the great names
I have mentioned, and their'great contributions to the civilization
of all mankind., It 1s a goal which we fully realize 1s not to be

reached, as a matter of course, by this plan or any other. Our Plan
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does, however, provide some practical machinery which, prbperly
utilized by carefully selected young men and wameh; might well
help to prepare them, with some degree ofladequacy, for significant
"contributions to the spiritﬁal welfare and happiness of their genera-
tion, It seems to me far less likely that they'will make equivalent
contributions if deniad-tha technical and sﬁiritual opportunities
envisaged ir the Plan. And I do not feel that this i3 a matter
on which we can gfford any longer to gamble, The time 1s past for .
ﬁermitting the Loﬁis Brandeisés and the Emma Lazaruses to emergse
from our soclety entirely by chanca{

The time has long ‘been past, perhaps. It 15_1953 than elghteen
months ago, however, that we were given unmistaﬁable'proof,'beyond
quibble and équivocation{ how late the hour really is, and how
necessary to our mere bhysical survival, 1s concrete action to
reintroduce spiritual vision into our daily livirg. I refer to
the atomic bomb. “

This is neither the time nor the place to discuss that awesome

weapon. Yet the atomic bomb does concern us here tonight -- and
every night of our lives -- aé 8 symbol; It stands beforse us and
before -all the world as evidence -~ evidence against us -- that our

technological progress has outstripped our spiritual progress.

That 1s nof to say that we have lost our spirituality. I
sincerely believe that the potenfial"fdr spiritual vision and for
activity Inspired by sugh vislon exiéts in America today -- just
as 1t dld in the infancy of our natilon, wﬁen men walked to worship
with the Word of God.under'one arm and a muskef under the other.
The spiritﬁality which prompted the people of Philédelphia to

inscribe upon the Liberty Bell the words of the ancient scripture --
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"Proclaim ye liberty throughout the landt" -- remains ours to command,
to summon us oncé again to the servics’ of God end man.

I trust that this plan willlcoﬁmehd itself to yoﬁ; and to the
entire American Jewish camﬁunity. It would apvear to be in fhe direct
line of the Jewish Theological Seﬁinary‘s'development’in the past
sixty years. That development has been characterized by uncaaaing
devotion to the splritual 1daala of the Prophets. and the Rabbinic
Sages, and by an ever-incregaing determination to give those ideals
concrete'meaning in the terms of péeéent-day needs. The Seminarg
haa blazed new traila in its training of rabbis, of religioua
‘teachers, and of -lay leaders; it has discovered new paths in the
1ntegratioﬁ of traditional ideals with modern philosophical outlooks;
it has created the 1argest Jewish library and most. distinguishad
Jewish museum ever brought into being, it has shown how the abstract
principles of religion can‘pe made meaningful, in radio dramatiza-
tibns, to audlences including millions of men and women of all creeds.
The Seminary has contribuéed toward new insights into the meaning of
democracy, and the manner in which the preservation of democracy
can be assured. - Its Faculty has rendered inestimable éerv;ca to
Judaism, and I believe to the American people also, tbfuugh |
universally reccgniéed-contributidna'to reaéarch, and through inter-
pretation of the Jewish religion and literature in terms which all
of us can follow and understand. o

This Fellowship plan thus seems to me a natural corollary to
all that has been developed in this institution, a natﬁrsi-part of
what Professor Mordecel M. Kaplan has so aptly called a University

of Judalsm.
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With your approval and cooperation, the initiation of this plan
may herald the beginning of that return to spiritual values which
the man whose memory we honor here tonight believed so essential to
the we}fara of his peoplé,'and of America genérally. For in the
words of Solomon Schechter, the beloved second Pregident of the
Seminary, the’inspired scholar whose original-ﬂeséérches immeasurably
snrietied the Biblical kndwlédge 6f‘§L1 men, and who looked upon this
country as "the cfeatiop’of'ﬁhe Bible," the hurts of our world will
" be healed} and 1ts future ﬁadé’aecqré,JonIy in so fai'dé‘wé return,
in sﬁiritf-to "those religious ages in wﬁich man owed still his
allegianqe to the Unaeen,'and-ﬁh;h_Holipasa * * % gecupied a part

* % % of the best minds of men and women."
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PROGRAM FOR

HANBATTAN BIACH DINNLR s
DECEMBER 11, 1947 < TUURSDAY T
1 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS © Ee'bi Ieefor Signer
II STORY OF GHﬂNUXAH | E Herman Tennenbaum b
ff q};l; éxsafrxa OF CARULLS fa?“_ Crntor Vevid Pulttexsean: rﬁfxdm
2T R HANUKAB sONGS ( BY GROU) N
IV IRVOCATION e
Y DINMER
VI  #RACL

Gacand _
VII  THE EThkRuaL LIGHT BROLLCAST: "The Light and the Sged

CHAIARMAL ........%00b1 Igedor Signer

VIIT ArPpisl Henry dndell

IxX RL¥AFXS : Irving Kaldb

X PRESERTATION . Willian N. Zinsburg
XI RES¥ONSE JavA8 Aronson

L] il Ead

LEKUTE OF PROGRAM

Iteme#l through #6 1% hours

Item 77 : _ | bs wsinutes
Items 48 through #11 k8 minutes
Total Lenzik of rogram @ hours

note!: The appesl for Tunils sccording to this proyram will
te made forty-rive minutes after drsce has Deen sald,
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AND THE LOKD SPAKE UnTO “0Si%, SAYIMG......

ANY ! The kternal Light!

{(Musie

‘Shgneture aud down)

AR¥1 Phe Jewish Theologicsl Seminsry and ita affiliated mngréganm,

the Manhattan Beaeh Jewieh Cgﬁtlr, bring “ou 8 speeial broafcsst

of the L%srnel light.
 HAHEAR THe R,

CARTOR
‘v0101:

CANEOR}
V:3ICE:

YOICk:

Lagh ’éz #TA;;LL\
Ag the 1ight of tﬁiq day fed:-p o;t'aeruaa the cornerk of the
sky, Jews throughout the world 1i;ht another cendle ans fill
the chatbers of their homes ~nd hearte witn'thc wrfm,'éevins
apirit of Changksa - $the Feast of Lights, The Feazt of the
Yaccahees, the Feast of Jedication.

Our story this evenlnr, "The Lizht snt the Seed®, wnitten by

‘Hervan Tannenbasup, tells of the triurhent Jewiah zoirit and

heritagze, preservst by the K;caséaea, $ronantcted throughout
ages, anc ﬁafﬂﬁtly-u*helﬁ i3 this dayhby the Jewish Theologlesl
Seminary of Americe aud its »ffiliated inatitutions,

{Song of Crestion) — Cétl_f' n? A 1ljfh>

I:: the beginning, there wrs nothiss. .nlv vold -nd !mptiuesa;an
and the derknegs wre u~on the deen, -n? the anirit of the iqrﬁ
seid1c¥'hi Oir.. Lat there he light...thrt wsa the first day...
Oir means light...I am'air?..x wap crec~ed on the first day,..

I eleaved through the shadowg, I snettered the derkness. I was
light ~ I AX 1ighs... -

And thare was & grest rumblitz in the heavens, & thunderous
upheaval in the woid,; and on the ass ud day; it nas.decrttdz



-

SEED;

VUICE:

YOICk:

-
Let the earth give forth 4ta saeﬂ...anﬁ 80 it wee. soropss

the dry land, seed, then zrowth.

Zeysh, that is the Keirew for Seed. I am Zersh, the seed. I

was planted in thu bosom of the earth, and ¥ fruotified. fhrnngn
@me¢ berren lopnd, ugly #nd gutted like a auﬁ-bakné nesa; Was trans-
formed into 2~ Gerden of Ldtn, where 11fe we 8 nltanant and ntanin:

- fal. I am *emh. the seed.

And sfter the aix deya of erwatidn, when the g¢esrth wes neanlisd
with the arsatures of the Lord and all His hrndivork, Oir andé
Zerah, Light'nnd S¢ed, besaen their journey throughout space and
time. | (

In the 4ix past I wee light, just lizht. Theﬁ-l wer fashioned
into fire, & torsh to Iizht the way. A= men sscended the lsdder

of 1ife, his existence took on & new me=ning, =and I becase

' more than an slement., In the masred tabernscle of Taradi, 1

was tenfed earefully, ocontinually. T wog the eternrl 1ight,
31+1 4 Jﬁlt ¢ Tlame, But 2 symbol, & syabol of the Zivine. I wss
the spark of 1ife. Tn Jewizh tradition I bececsme Xnown s the
iight of the !orﬁh, for Y illumined the rosd umon which man
Journeyed thrﬁuah time.

Light became g syrbol, guarded sealously, even unto death.

There wag the time of the Hassabees. Yhen the Iyriang were

‘dlevomfitted and fled inte the plsin, Judah ¥acasbeus mnd the

Israelites went into Jeruaclem where She a-netuary lay <esolate,
and the alsar profancd, eand the prieats! chambers pulled down...

And what was the firgt to be done?

Judah ‘mossbeus turned untc his brother, Jonathan snd saic: See
to the holy lights, my brothar. Let the l=mps be xincled taain. :
Let them be kindled well, for the lizht 1e eternal and... i1t shull

not dle.



CinTORg
YO1Ck:

BELDY
VYOICL.:

BEED S

V5IC:

VOICE s

- '-3“. ' )

[ 1 o' D |
?hthiﬁart bacame & ayabnl, the 11 zht beczme the adirit of an
eterinl peonle. (Eaunél ut whet of the seed?
On that triﬁaﬁhant nﬁcoua day of eternity, I was crested opne
end slone. I waa like the orust of the earth, barren, devoid
of life. _
Devoid of 1ife, Zerah? I 4o .ot understand...you nsve 1ife now,.
within you stirs the essence of life itself. You are zrowth
and freshness and vitaligy. Why even the Soristurmss calls the
hope of men, his ohildren, after: Seed!
I know. Children are onlled seed, and I sm the ksrnel of hope.
But 1t was not like that on that second dar; Then ¥ wes like a
stillborn ohild, immodbile, asilent. In fv sgxlen enguish, I
aried nntc“tha Lord: Bcag Jo? in hnavin, you faghi~ned me for
gooc, te be of service in the universe, Uive me, then, a.spark
of 1ife. Infuae in me a anerk of yourilight. Let we rafse my
head in your e-rth and be rruitrui.
And the fusion took plree. The grezt finrer parted the szhell, '
and the Srest Spirit blew in the apesk of 1igh%. And the stillhern
came %o life.
But I was ye¥ one snd alohé, susnended in thﬁ univerae. Froe my
twlsted womb =long, I could not zive birsh to the divine nurnose.
Asd mo again; I oried unto the Lowi: Anchor me firmly in the loam
of your land. *lase with we others of my Xiad, so thet together
wé may fulfill your Hurvose 67 zrowth end servise. I »ray Thee,
pl@&u us in the #aru.rolda of yuui se-c‘hed, a2 geed hed deen and
well-=formed, = ssed bed of your making, Lord.
And the oles weg hesrd, ITheé anark of 1igh€, the anirit of 1ife



VOICk:

B

wss given unto the geed, and ﬁésp in the seed bed were they
nestled. (PaUsk, CE:NGe IWFLLCTION)! In the snolent tongue
of the Foxsng, aeed bed befamne known as BEMINANEWY, end %o the
Anglo-Saxoms, SLMINA=JUM became BEMINARY. |

It was s&id in the heavens thal sil crentivity is
fashioned from & host of elements. The blade of zraas, the
willow irle, the 7rzelle gliding &oress the pladns - c-ll are
aursed by the oool ond, wermed b the 2un, nourished ty the
rioh solil. |

And so the human seed bed, theé zemin~ry. Its
erestivity, live thet of all thinze, is molded 2.4 formed by
the slements of the univeree. Foresoct in the universe of
thought is the student, the vital element of the seminsry.

Pros aoross the northers bordera, has come one
of the a=ny students of the Jeminary. “olfe Felman is hiie
BaARe, now & rahbiniial stodent. Cuping the recent wag he was
- & 21lot in the Xoyel Oanadian Alpr Poree. Why he hectne &
#abbinloeal astudent, what 13 hiep nurocee, ia cow told in Shesge .
wOrdal +..iecena
It &a & P50t aprarent %o us &1li. Orowth entalls csre, cére
need izmnlements, toolas of lebor. It is true of sll thisge, even .
the huian seed Ded, the sealnsry. Yho and what provides the
care for the human s»ore, the imslements for the studentd, the
gcholer, the apiéitual need? (2AUSL) The zoet fertilc plet of
the seed bed, the best 6ultivated wharein the spirit seed finds
its gresteet growth and care and imrlemsnts «-= i the Sexninayy
Library. I. ' |

The Heminary librery, in a gense, ie 2 mescs, 9

nlace toward whiel peo-le turn for zuldance, insniration and



=B .
= frith. But tris 1= editorizl. F.ﬁctq cre more enli htening.
Bere are the frets: |
YOICK: I, = &t the tura of thia century, Professor slaxander Harx,
emlnent historian anc achelcy, %ook. over the ss.nznr-y
_ lidbrary. ie found there 5,000 books - 3 manuserizta.
¥IICL 2 - Tofey, nearly 50 yesrs laler, there are 145,800 books ~
8,000 menugerints, thegreztest eolierciiam of Jovwish ‘bo-wkt
anywhere in the world. ' .
¥oice I -- And now tho two-yoar Nordeo~l Kenlan Education La.krary
“iileh reeently added 30 ebrew 'bookg srinted in }.‘aleat:.nli.;
during the last few yeors...
¥ ICE 2 = And the Rehemish Gittdlson 'rnJ_.ﬂzudiu Library wherc -thl atudet
of Talwud pan find moat qi’ ﬁm reference books indispenssble
for nis work... | |
fOICk I =  Ané the IntereLibrary Loa;: Service through w ish precious
books have been borrowec from the Jexinmry Livrary by T.e
Librarr of Congress, Hervard University, Irinceton, ¥Yale,
Jobre Honkins, Universiiy of "nuromia Unive sity of romnto,
eGill Univermity and the Nebrew Universit: in Jeruselea...
VOICE: These are the fosts, some of the fsote, there are countless more.
But faets and atetisties are dx: &g send, and - ve no varmth.
Here facte do not give & full, three~dimensional pleture of Any-
thing -~ esnecially the Sewinrry u‘bi-ary. It wmmx has & ;reet soul;
it i¢ s living orgenisa, .and it hes e heartwareing, himaa interest
atory.' i‘_h.‘..s is 1te atory asz %0l€é by *¥lea Anne Klebsn, 2dainistrstive
seoretrry of the lidbrary of tae AJ«.«ﬂsh Thenlosicel Sewin-rvy of
Americe...¥1sg Anng Z1eben .......... | |

& * 9 9 8 e ¥ 9 a8t e H

VGICE: Praise rolls easy off the tonzue, it is & neturel thing. But when



3 -6-
' ths priise in chdcd, the queetion seks 1tself: »hy do you
nralee? For #im$ 4o you or:lse? It is the question the gardener,
ths tiller of the seil ﬁaks; e plents the weed, and swalts the
harvest. And when it 4= bountiful, when the eroo is filll-grown =-d
mature, he knows why he nrcises. This evening, we the gardsners
gf the ased bed heve cruge for faining our veice in ecng of vrelse
for our harvest has bée.. rich in results. e have tlexnted gpirit
v geet ~nd thiy heve silven rise fo men of spirit. ‘e yive volce our
\\éb prrise in the tedling sons of Chanukah...
CANTON: MY Yt MALLEL. .., '
“ho ean retell tha thinges thst befsll uas?
Who cen count them? ' |
In aveiy aze & hero or asge, arosé to our ald.
Listen ! In days of yore, 1. Igrael's anolest lend
Srave ¥acoabeus led S$he faithful band
And now sll Isreel must se on: srise

Redgem it lf thru desd and sRerifice,..

This s ourlsung,_l selody in Tribute to the new sages of our time, .
to the rabhia, the spiritusl leaders; a hyzn of testimony to the

nev 1nywlemd§rﬁ in Isreel iho through ner=onel fesd and sacrifice
have helped or-ate & vigorous seeningful fsith for American Isreel.
This is & $ribute to -abhl Isslor JSigner, & tcstiwonial %o

Hr. Zavid Arunnon, president of the “arhattan Zeach Jewiah Ceptur....
The astual tesmtimonizl ie vet %o come. But now we, the gardeners

of the gesd, the caretskers of the iight, give ear the words of

Degtor Siven Uresnderg, orovoat of the 3eainsry.

Ye heed well hia words for with them we will mors ciearly perceive
the cternal Light and more steadfestly préneévc the seel.....
(PADE I CODa} |
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THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES '

Satnnicg, June 7, 1947. 9:30 a. m.

Baocaluureah Scrmon
Rabbi Alter IF. Lam:lesmun
at the Sabbath Services in the Seminnry SynnSDgue

Sum]a‘y. June 8, 1947, 4:30 p-m.

Gomme ncement

in the Scmimlry Quutlmslc

Prm:cnaioucl

Goronalion Mam’a . Meycrl)ecr

Invoration

Rabbi Jowepl‘: Millex

Gonreﬂ'ins ol DeSI"eu, Presentation of
Dipiomas and Certificates, Award of
the Louis Ginml)erg Fc“o\uluip and

Muimoniéien Citation

Rabbi Louis Finkelstein

Glmrge to the Grm:lunling G'asn
Rabbi Simon Grecn‘:erg

Address
Prolessor I. 1. Rabi

Adon Olam

Rccmuionni

l“urcll from "Allmlia" Mcnrjciasulm



DEGREES

HoNorRARY DEGREES

Doctor Nelson Glueck Doctor Abraham A. Neuman

Lours GINZBERG AWARD
Rabbi Abraham Schreiber

MaimonipEs CITATION

Doctor Israel S. Wechsler

Decrees 1N CoURrsE
Doctor oF HEBREW LITERATURE

Rabbi Jacob Bosniak Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer Rabbi S. Joshua Kohn

RABBINICAL ScHOOL
Rappl, TEACHIER AND PREACHER

Mordecai Chertoff Jerome Kestenbaum

Martin Douglas Philip Kieval

Herman Grossman Hershel J. Matt

Monford Harris Ephraim Prombaum
Max Ticktin

TEACHERS INSTITUTE
BacHELor oF RELIGlous EpucATion

Rosalind Gewirtz Shirley Raskin
Hannah Dvorah Greenberg Sally Wolfson

SEMINARY COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES
Bacrerorn oF HEBREwW LITERATURE

Irving Gersh Abraham Kreiser
Gabriel Haiby Amos Miller
Herbert Kelman Marvin S. Wiener

SEMINARY SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES
(Established in Memory of Israel Friedlaender)

DIPLOMA

Gustave Chustek Mollie Kleinitz
Shirley Douglas Bella Kulak

PRIZE AWARDS

RasBiNICAL ScHooOL

Cvyrus ApPLErR ScroLArRsH1P — Gershon Cohen

LaExMmiLEIN BuTtenweiser Prizeé 1N Bisie — Gershon Cohen
IsraEL Davipson MemoriaL Prize — Philip Kieval

Joseru Zueow Memorian Prize IN Copes — Zelick L. Block
Lanrorr HomiLeTic PrizE— Herman Grossman and Howard Singer

Morris GREENBERG PrizE in Mopern HEBREW LITERATURE —
Reuben Levine and Wolfe Kelman
Honorable Mention: Israel Scheffler and Herman Tanenbaum

TeAcnEers INsTITUTE
AND
SemiNaRy COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES

Josern Bracin MemoriAL Prize or THE ALUMNI AssociatioN — Joseph Griliches
EPHERAIM Sinon GoLbBERGER MEemowat Prize — .

Bella Rabiner and Shulamith Moses
Ferix M. WaArBurG Prizes— Senior Class — Hadassah Levow

Naomi Wiener

Sophomore Class — Samuel Chiel
Lester Scgal
Svrvia MorcEnLANDER MEMORIAL PrizE — Ellen Schiff
Anranan E, Rorastein MeMORIAL Prize — Shoshanah Jordan
Honorable Mention: Judith Feder

Marvin KippeELMAn MemoriAn Prize — Tziporah Drexler
Sara Rirka Krasnow Prize— Ruchamah Altusky

ALUMNI AWARD

NEneMIAH GrreLson Memorial. Prize — Mrs., Bertha S. Schoolman

SEMINARY ScuHooL OF JEWISH STUDIES

For Procress aND GENERAL EXCELLENCE IN STUDIES
First Year — Mollie Dicker
Second Year—Selma Weinerman
Third Year — Yetta Roth
Honorable Mention: Ethel Jacobson and Gilda Ruth Semmel

Svavin MEmoriaL Prize — Louis Sanders
Porrack Prize — Suskin Kressel
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THE ANNUAL MEETING -
of the |
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIREGTORS
| of the.
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA

Sunday, June 22nd, 1947
I I:n:gilming at 10:00 A. M.

at

T;le.- Jewisll Tl’;eo!ngicnl Sc‘minnr}r of Ameriua
Nnrl]!east corner ur Broallwt&)’ c"“'l(’ 122“(] S'-
Ncw Yor!c Gity

Program on page fn“mn'ng
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Program

SUNDAY, JUNE 22ND, 1947 . 1:00 P.M. LUNCHEON : Dining Hall
I .
Vi - ] .
10:00 A.M. REGISTRATION Unterberg Auditorium _ INVOCATION—
MR. SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN, Presiding Educational Director, United Synagogue of America
INVOCATION—

GRACE AFTER MEAL—

RABBI MAX VORSPAN
' RABBI ABRAHAM J. KARP

Director of Youth Activities, . 3 ’ )
United Synagogue of America . B '_ Director, Metropolitan Council, United Synagogue

of America

AGENDA

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT—

MR. SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN - '
2:15 P.M. AFTERNOON SESSION Unterberg Auditorium

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR— _ - 1
RABBI ALBERT I. GORDON . ADDRESS:

) -"UNITY IN DIVERSITY IN THE CONSERVATIVE
' MOVEMENT”

DR. MORDECATI M. KAPLAN,

Subjects for Discussion

,~1—What is the United Synagogue's function in the Jewish Com- Professor of Homiletics, the Jewish Theological Seminary of America

munity? Leader Emeritus, Society for the Advancement of Judaism,
2—Expanding our layman's organ_ization. ' ' ; New York City
c/3-—-5h-‘lll we ‘accept the “Plan for a Permanent Organization’ of the I
American Jewish Conference? ; DISCUSSION LEADER—
~4—How shall we establish a National Publication? f MR JULIAN FREEMAN, President

E—Fin'anclir;g — | Temple Beth-El Zedeck, Indianapolis, Indiana

¥ ok Kk %k * '
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PROGRAM

CGONFERENGE
A UNIVERSITY OF JUDAISM
Gonvoked By
THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
In Gooperation With
THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA
ad
THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA
i 0 Bbizh Theol@RMIR iriacy ob-Bmerios
Northesst Corner of Beoadiay thd,One Hendrtd Wad Prrenty-Seccad Stroet
New Yoik Ciy '

November 10, 1946
Suidiy
Heshvan 16, 5707



Lot Us At Velianitly For O Pesple

i

. Be'it known unto you, my master and friends, that
in these hard times none are left to lift up the standard of
Moses and inquire into the world of the Rabbis but you.
I am certain that you and the cities near you are contin-
ually establishing places of learning and that you are men
of wisdom and understanding. From all other places the
Torah has utterly disappeared. T he majority of the great
countries are (spiritually) dead. The minority is in ex=
tremis, while three or four places are in a state of con-
valescence. * * * * [t is also known unto you what perse-
cutions have been. decreed against the Jewish populations
of the West (of Europe). There is no help left to us but
in you our brethren, even the men of our hindred. Be of
good courage, and let us act valiantly, for our people and
for the cities of God, since you are manly men and men
of power ..."

EXCERPT OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY MAIMONIDES 1135-
1205, ADDRESSED TO THE WISE MEN OF LUNEL.

10:30 a.m. MORNING SESSION Unterberg Auditorium
MAXWELL ABBELL, Chairman
Theme: Building a Vital Judaism in America

tnvocation — RABBI MORRIS KERTZER

Greetings — MRS. BARNETT E. KOPELMAN, President, National Women's League
STANLEY GARTEN, President, National Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs

Addresses — RABBI ALBERT I. GORDON, Executive Director, United Synagogue of America
Raesr IsRAEL M. GoLDMAN, President, Rabbinical Assembly of America
RABBI MAX ARZT, J_eWIsh Theological Seminary of America

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. LUNCHEON _ Dining Hall

2:15 p.m. AFTERNOON SESSION - Library Reading Room
MicHAEL A. STAVITSKY, Chairman
Theme: Creating the University of Judaism

Invocation — RABBI ABRAHAM SIMON
Opening Remarks — THE HONORABLE SIMON H, RIFKIND

. Addresses — PROFESSOR SALO W. BARON, Columbia University
PROFESSOR MORDECA! M. KAPLAN, Jewish Theological Semmar}' of America

Discussants — ARTHUR I. DARMAN, Woonsocket, Rhode Island
BENJAMIN R. HaRRIS, Chicago, Illinois
BERNATH L. JACOBS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
HyMAN LANDAU, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
Louis STERN, Cedarburst, Long Island

General Discussion
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. SUPPER Dining Hall

8:00 p.m. EVENING SESSION Library R'eading Room
SAMUEL S. SCHNEIERSON, Chairman

‘Theme: The University of Judaism as a Factor in the
Spicitual Regeneration of America
Invocation — RABBI AARCN H. BLUMENTHAL

Presentanon of Solomon Schechter Award, on behalf of the United Synagogue of America
to an Outstanding American Humanitarian, by SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN, President, United
Synagogue of America

Address — THE HONORABLE HERBERT H. LEHMAN

Choral Selections — CHOIR OF THE STUDENTS HEBREW COUNCIL, Jewish Theological -
Seminary of America

" Closing Prayer—RABBI LOUIS FINKELSTEIN



Record of Finsl Exnminations
For the yesr ending 194621947
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The Jewish ?haological Seminary of America

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION FORM I

This blank is to be fillcd out by a physician and sent by him
- directly to the 0ffice of the Registrar, Jewish Thoological
Seminary of America, 3080 Broadway, New York Uity

. e e S S e G S S e e S TS s G R S s e S S S R S S e e S S S e e e

NAME: ; DATE:

ADDRESS: | | CITY:
COMPLAINTS IF ANY:

PHYSIC.AL EXAMINATION:

General Appearance;
Head: |
Eyos:

Barg:

Nosos

Throatz

Nocks
Cardiovasculars
Pulmonary:
Superficial Lymph Nodes:
Musculo-Skeletal

Genitalila:
Rectal:

GenitoJUrinary=

PHYSICIAN:
ADDRESS:




PROGRAM

CONFERENGE
A UNIVERSITY OF JUDAISM
Gossolad By
THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
In Gooperation With
THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA
]
THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA
ot ke Jne Thoghigalminary, of Aierice
Noebosn Gossss of Dgiorer:apiithoe Bl Dag Coumsys Suused Sisse
New York Giy |
November 10, 1946

Sunday
Heshvan 16, 5707



Lot s Aot Viliantly Gor Om Pesple

“. .. Be it known unto you, my master and friends, that
in these hard times none are left to lift up the standard of
Moses and tnguire into the world of the Rabbis but you.
I am certain that you and the cities near you are contin-
ually establishing places of learning and that you are men
of wisdom and understanding. From all other places the
Torah has utterly disappeared. T he majority of the great
countries are (spiritually) dead. The minority is in ex-
tremis, while three or four places are in a state of con-
valescence. * * * * [t is also known unto you what perse-
cutions have been decreed against the Jewish populations
of the West (of Europe). There is no help left to us but
in you our brethren, even the men of our kindred. Be of
good courage, and let us act valiantly, for our people and
for the cities of God, since you are manly men and men
of power ...”

- EXCERPT OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY MAIMONIDES 1135-
* 1205, ADDRESSED TO THE WISE MEN OF LUNEL.

e



10:30 a.m. MORNING SESSION Unterberg Auditorium
MAXWELL ABBELL, Chairman
Theme: Building a Vital Judaism in America

invocation — RABBI MORRIS KERTZER

Greetings — MRS. BARNETT E. KOPELMAN, President, National Women's League
STANLEY GARTEN, President, National Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs:

Addresses — RABBI ALBERT I. GORDON, Executive Director, United Synagogue of America
RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN, President, Rabbinical Assembly of America
RABBI MAX ARZT, Jewish Theological Seminary of America

12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. LUNCHEON : Dining Hall

2:15 p.m. AFTERNOON SESSION Libtary Reading Room
MICHAEL A. STAVITSKY, Chairman
Theme: Creating the University of Judaism

Invocation — RABBI ABRAHAM SIMON
Opening Remarks — THE HONORABLE SIMON H. RIFKIND

Addresses — PROFESSOR SALO W. BARON, Columbia University
PROFESSOR MORDECAI M. KAPLAN, Jewish Theological Seminary of America

Discussants — ARTHUR I. DARMAN, Woonsocket, Rhode Island
BENJAMIN R. HARRIS, Chicago, Illinois %
BERNATH L. JAcoss, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania )
HYMAN LANDAU, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
Louis STERN, Cedarhurst, Long Island

General Discussion
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. SUPPER : Dining Hall

8:00 p.m. EVENING SESSION Library Reading Room
SAMUEL S. SCHNEIERSON, Chairman

Theme: The University of Judaism as a Factor in the
Spiritual Regeneration of America

Invocation — RABBI AARON H. BLUMENTHAL

Presentation of Solomon Schechter Award, on behalf of the United Synagogue of America
to an Outstanding American Humanitarian, by SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN, President, United

Synagogue of America
Address — THE HONORABLE HERBERT H. LEHMAN

Choral Selections — CHOIR OF THE STUDENTS HEBREW COUNCIL, Jewish Theological
Seminary of America

Closing Prayer—RABBI LOUIS FINKELSTEIN



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

BTLE A -
.4———'-’.'_[“‘—_ NEW YORK 27. N. Y.

Augmst 6, 1946

Uear Hr. Tgnenbaum:

' _ Entrance exasinations for admission to the
ERabbiniecal School and the unéargraﬂuate Rabbinical

_ _department of this Seminary w11l be held on ¥onday,
- Tuesday, ané Yednesdsy, September S9th, 10th, ané

11th. I should iike to know whether you expect te
‘take the examinations and would asporeciate your:
raturning the enclosad cart ss soon as‘paaaible.

_ ' If yow are planning to take these exsminations,
you should also £111 out and return the snclosed health
record. Your faally physician should f111 out and
return the enclosed meéieal record.

A;plicants for aﬁmlagion will meet on Honday
- morring, depteomber 9th, in Foom 203, on the second
floor of the Teachers Inetltute Building, nopthesst
corner .of Ercadway and 12End Street 2t 8:30 A.H. The
~ @chedule of ¢xaminations will be sent on te you as
- goon as it is prepared.

Sincerely yours,

dfa—

Feglstrar



FLASH: .

A pelrsistant rumor has it that the present American attitude toward
Paiestine wa.s somevihat 1ﬁf1ﬁenéed by the content of -a. confidential memorandum
filed by the late Wendell Widkie.....The menorandum is said to comtain a
report of conversations on Zionism with Dr. Louls Finkebtein and others who,
several years ago, met with Mr. Wilkie at the home of Arthur Hays Sulzberger
of the Hew ¥ork Times. ..This anti-4ionist domment is the Bible of the anti-

partitionists in the U. S. govermmeint.



SUGGESTED POTRICRS OF LF'S BNCES 70 Ei.D (IN CEDuR OF IEPOTPANCE)
; ! - \
i}g@.gg'ms (their History, Cultuge, .'arﬂ'T'eliginnl 2 volues, Hagpe ra, 1949
Bogl the “Prefstory letter™ xiii to xviii; "Foremard® xxi 1@ =z=xxiii

-Hote especially in the Appendiz 29 qmestioms (pp. 1391=97) on Judalan
and the Jeus and answers uhi.ch gppear .in Finkelstein's oan artiole

=A&lse note arﬂcle by I*‘inkalatain on "The Jaa:i.sh Feli.gion.l%s Bel:e £s cngd
‘Practices™ lppo 1327 to 1389) :

l%__,hm The Soaiolnglcal Backgrmnl of 'I‘}Bi.r Fai.th- Jewish Pubiicat-
ng Society of Amarico; 19465 2 vo].umas o '

Pegd "Foreward to Ftrat Ed.itbnn" and"Foraward to ‘Seaorﬂ Edi.t ion®, pp. iz to
zxxiv . .

_-No e Chnpta!' 231, Hel]snists, Ha.,zdeans, ard Pharwaas- Vol 2 ppe 570 £f.

-

Covici-Priede Publishsrs, 1_:335 ’

'Esal Furﬁard- PPo ix to. xxiv

Q}EA@_ELM b lLorton ul ahengrad Oro'qn Publiahera. 1947
Toad Forvan bty ‘inkelstein; vii $o®’ o
I

5)Fcte publications of The Inatituta for Eali.gious amd Soeial Studies,
particularly

‘Upnity end Difference in imsricen Liﬁ“; Editor: B Mo Liaciver
Three Paths to the Comnon Good b, L. Finkelstein, pp 5.ff,

g"ﬁ'fellspringé of the Lmerican Spirit®; Jﬁi‘itor; ff_p_ Lrmest’ Johnsecn
The Ideel 6f Feligious Liberty {s Jesish View) by L. Finkelstein. pp 87 !
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(“nis I am kincking out as I an yoing uleng se mr..ka -.llox.ancaa ple sses
for cruditios beth in thought aml szpressiom = ) -

-

I bzlieve W can ‘bast anderstend LF in tems of his idee f£ize (which
nest man,cartamly avery uorth:shi.le leaiar mast have)e That.ides fi.xe in its
.s:mplsat terms is vthut of thp Jeus uein.g a Chosen People {32 The Jeus, ppa\xxix:
"ha prophsts I;r':pad'_that the Jewish pecpla, as, & Kindom of priests, vald

P

cangist _c;?f 1zﬂi:&idgallaarv,&nta of God, aml '5-1509.] 111!'._’; otler .gret_zﬁ:s, b2 i:n totality,
a caiposite ;e;'?an_t"al'_ - _ |
This anmﬁness @8 .& sai-vam'of God is his and siy peegle s sebegorboul
i.mperamm. {ihid Bpe _1342: "The- pBDplB to whom this revelsticn was mede as
the people of Israsl, of mp:.ch only & remnent neo sm.l.v"ea,. kKnosn as tha dJezisgh
penpls. g fact thuat the peeple gfI If{mﬂl feceiv_ad tlrﬁl,-La,'-.-i‘ emd hard t.hg propheta
dees not, éccqmlﬁg to _aewiah téadhi:.ng erdow them - ith any \axclusivé priv.ilegas_.
-But_-i_t dnas plece upr;it them spsciel maponaibiligias.aoto obearve the Lav, to .

\atudy it, to esiplein it, and to be its unwavéring exponent eos'' ).
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Coeval with this catebnrlaal mparative ahicn impels mnhnu«tion of
the Jdewish enterpriae is his charl.shing the I‘act that the 'Jews hav: mede
ozt raozdgirlxa::,r cnntrlbutians— to civilizetion, and that- 'hy virtus of their:
bi stnlry, their ide&ls, end- aboue al-l thai_r_"chasannsas“; thesa ocont ri.lbutiona

must be comtinued end :prolifefqtad (the Jewish “mission"),

THE J8.9 fpo xxij: “In this ghort spén of time, the uniertaking inié.i.ated
by the Patrlarche smd eerly prophets hes develeped tremds in civilization, v lch,
it is generaily agréod, contain whatever is ho_pbful for tls déstiqy of man.

' Beginning with the promise of a Messianio ege, thesc trends are perhups the chis £

visible instruments for its attaimmentss..

s

THE “}lb.nl SIBS (ix): "The “hariseaa const ituted o mltgi ons f”rd.er of -
ainguler mfluence in the histo:y of civiliz.atmn.uan'l tl:rcngh their 1n£ﬁianca
in the prs:erval ionx .».md advanceczent of" leaming, it has bacm'ﬂ the correrstons

of rrtr.darn oiviluatlon. (Inflmnae mo:tliomed on p. zildl, dataiiau in tha 2 volur® s)

‘ it
4

n-.-Phariaaaa (i=) .aonsld'-erad themselves teachsrs of Isresl ulﬁia; they were
destined to boceome montors of mankimd..." - ‘ h
AKIBA (ix.)“: '_-".In pur o’n gfaparatimi_ apea tal'lntlare.st attaches tn. ih,k.lﬁa -aa one

of the builders of civilization. His spe'ai fia t_aa.ch-ii:ga have, nmaturally, exerted
thelr profrﬁﬂ@ast, in_fluanée on the ﬁevalo;;‘mgnt of. Judakam. ~hagtever Jewlss
tradit;mha axe stuc{ied mﬂ ovss'rved oEiba's daciaions and‘d.nct'r'ines .am recog= ‘
nised .mi uuthorltanve. Bat :ln a wider sense, the comtour of 'aatern thought
generullg hes been mfectad hy his philoSophy..."(p. Z: The cumful atudent w11
soon mcog_n:.ze tha ¢ lose relt‘atmnship betwean Spinnzas mar_ dei Intellecut.aha and
1kibe's teachinge® that worship is an exﬁ)tesaim‘oi‘ 'lcve;, aml that study is tie

highest frrm of worshipe.s ']



Talmud," and is written in the-holoﬂranh of* the zreat
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New York 27, N. Y.

RIverside 9—8000

;

FOR RELEASE THU&QDAY DhqDHBDR 11

-
§

e

- i

. v - .One of Maimonides! major works on ancient

© Jewish law, which had "been lost for'moretthén savﬁn cen%uries,

has been discovered through the researches of’Professor Saul,

Lieberman’ of the Jewish Theological-Seminary_of America, and -

“was issued to.the scholarly wérld yesterday (Wednesday, Dec,

10) in a Febr ew folio edltion.

The ﬂanusorip on vhich the “uublicat¥on

is based COHSlQuS of four 1on frszﬁent: from ‘the orlginal

Hebrew text of ‘Maimonided, "The Lewe of the Palestinian

4

L"ﬂ

t phil- .

osopher," SCle”tlSt aﬂd uudaic ocholar. H_i‘ _
: Althoa*h we have inherlte from haimonides,

. ) . - [ , I
who was born in 1135 and died ln 120«,‘many‘puolished'wcrks of

unsurpassed Jewish scholarship, the new manuscript is not: in-
: , ‘ ;

-

!' = ] E
cluded in any of theﬂ.' It is, in fact, the only DTEV1OUE1j

unpubl shed Maimonides nanuscrlnt Thlch has eveér been founa.

. ¢ _ | r (more)
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According- to Jewish scholars who were
informed of Professor_Lieb?rman‘s discovery before'its pﬁb-
lication, ‘the manuscript is‘inva;uablé for its siuciaation of
the fourth century Pﬂléstinian Talmud, and provides the soundest
possivle basis fof‘tbe éomrﬁrative study of the 3abylonian
and the Palcst inian Talnu“;; o ) » \ '_'. .. .

As 2 scholorif achieve*ent thefat;
tribution of une manuscrlpt to Faimon1aes is COﬁsidered one
of thls ~enerhtion‘s foremost evenus in tke field of Je"lsn
learning. Its impoet will. be- felt not onlv 1n JEIiSY acnaeﬂips,

'Eut.wherever c~rxc;ent-law'is:stuqied.

, s o “ThevLawé of the Palestinian Talmud" is,

in.a sense, a 1renarbtory vor vhich ﬂreceded Nalmorldbs‘ Qggg_
magnum, the "Hishne Torah," . Ip shohé for,the first time 3._.‘he'l
methods which Maimbnides used;in nreparing his MOﬂuﬂental
Jewish~stqéies. As & work of his youtkh, it nlso o;fors con=

- siderable insight. intd‘hiB‘Chﬁfactér' and when it is-compared.
with his latér nubliéﬁﬁions' ghows how thp processes of .his ;

. : B \
miné changed as he grew older._

The manuscwlﬂt was, ;ound-%ofg than 50,
-yearé-““o in the Cairo Cenizan by Doctor Solo"on Schebhter; who
later became the Semﬁﬂary s second =r651h?nt It soon caﬂe
1nto tqe nossession o the Camgridfe LIm.‘nreJc‘s_’Lt'r uior“ry in _
England where it re ? ins to this day, Until Pr Tes Liebermén
began his stuales, honexer, its signifiqance qu not-;ecognizéd
and ‘it was cohsidered to be the work of a-copteﬁpbfaﬁy scribe
rather than of. Nalmoni les himself,

S : " (more)



" Palestinian Taimud'on vhich it is oasuh. The reconstructed
. = E - . % L

"z“_3_

'The'first gvidence whioh scholars had
for bélieving that Maimonides had actually writicn such a work
as. "The Laws of‘thé'Palestinian Talmud" consisted in a ‘re-
ference to it by Nalvoni“es himgelf ih_his “Goﬁﬁentary on the

/
klshnuk The erCrcPCc ves QCCOH,anied by a’ lon" quotation

frow the lost Uork and it was this quob?tlon which Profeasor
Lieberman found verbatim in the Genizah manuscrlpt.

. Wren he concluded from thig and from

-

other GXuGrn&l and intern11 cvidence, that a text of -»rime

1m :ortance had Deen recovered Proffssor hleber ian aid not'
s

_know-that the manuscript Wasfactually.written in Maimonides!

own hand. Gdnfirmatian"of thiS'fact was )roviuea by liorris

Lutzii research as"istant at tne Semlnary lerary and

‘reco*nlzed exaert in the Mo 1von1dcs polo ‘rarh,

Wrere the mlnuacrlpt is Pra-wbntury,

‘

Professor Lieberman has ;cconst:uctud.lt -wltn the of the -

I

L 5 : : _
"text, together with  an .introduction, as well as notes and °

commentary by Prdfessor‘Lieberman,.maxe uy the 80 nages of

~

-

the new‘publication.,' Y gy P .
| | ‘ Dpring'ﬂis'lifetimé,Maimonides_wés not

dhly the.spirituallleédgr of alllthé ngigh cdmmunitiés of

Egypt; he wes also uérsonal_ﬁhysician'ﬁo the.mation's monarch;—

Sultan 4lfdel-mas well’ss to many of its princes and notbﬁt

He islbest known to tne Benbral 3ub1ic for his "Gulde to the

Pernlexeﬂ ~one of the “Plncipul kilosowhic works of th

Middle Ar,es. R

T

o4 4
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Pictﬁre.cagtibn :

A nortlon of tne 12th century Maimonides manuscrlnu,

"The Laws of the Palestinian Talmud 4 wnlch was ﬁ;scqvared

'through'une'researches ofwPro:agsor.Saul-Lieoermaﬁ of the
. i Ve, n : 5
Jewlsh Theological Semindry of America, after having been
- lost for more than:seven centuries. The manuscrist, together

with an introduction, notés and commentary by PrbfessQr

Lieberman, was igsued to th6'50ﬁolarlylworld yesterday

“(Wednesday, December ' 10) in.a'Hebrew fo}ioweditiop.



CONFERENCE

on

JEWISH LAW

THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

“THE HALAKAH AND THE CHALLENGE OF
MODERN LIFE”

Tuesday, March 30, 1948

at

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
3080 Broadway
New York City



PROGRAM

MORNING SESSION* 4:00 P.M. “Tbe_ Rohf of Jewish Law in Contemporary
Jewish Life”

RABBI IRA EISENSTEIN

RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN, presiding

10:00 A.M. “The Principles of Change in Jewish Law”’ :
RABBI JACOB AGUS 4:30 P.M. DiscussioN

10:30 A.M. DISCUSSION
6:00-6:30 P.M. MINHA AND MAARIB SERVICES -

11:00 A.M. “Reconstruction and Relief in Jewish Law”

Rass1 Louis M. EPSTEIN

11:30 A.M. -DiscussioN DINNER SESSION*

AFTERNOON SESSION* RABBI ROBERT GORDIS, presiding

RABBI BERNARD SEGAL, presiding
6:30 P.M. PROFESSOR MORDECA!I MARGALIOTH

200 PM "Towards a befompby of Je[U!‘Sb Law" " --;‘:‘ ?!DT'I"'I h||-nn\n M npt‘nnn#

RABBI BoAz COHEN

2:30 P.M. DISCUSSION 8:45 P.M. DIsCUSSION

y ; - o *Thi i i i d will be held in the Semi
*Session will be held in Conference Room, Ground -Floor, Library Building. LR By St e ginkil:br::"an ATl oL SRR
Please enter through Dormitory Building. o ’
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" . FOR I.HEDIATE RELEASE : i a8 ; .
i . i ! s '

Jewish Theologicel Seminary of America

3080 -Broadway '

New' York City #27 . , .
RIverside 9-80C00 - June €, 1947

! Doctor T I.'Eebi Nobel nrizEWinner and Professor bf
'Ph"81cs at Colunbia University, speﬂklng at commencement exerclses

of the Jew1sh Theologlcﬁl Semlnar ‘of America, on June 8, oredicted

ot

hat Einstein's ubeory of rolptivity "in a few generations vill be as

Al

o

familisr-to the m -an'i; the street as Newton's laws. (of gravitation)
'afe“néw." . |
| "High Schcol students’ will accept it just ‘as unceritically
inc.oasq ¢xamirations with high grades,“ Dr. Rebi sald,
h 2 ” ?

-The No%el-prizewinner called for unabated scientific re~ ;
search as a meens toma"a making s gécd 1ife possible. “The'hﬁman'
race is embarked.on a search for 3néﬁledge from which there is no .
retreat," he séid.l e élready know so much it ;é'dangeréus nét to
WOW mOTE. WBén man waé threwn cub of the Garden of Eden he em-

barked on a search for Pnou¢eage and only thrcugh that cont 1;uing

search can he hope to construct anohher good life."

~

N ne gr;auntlna students of the Seninarj 8 RsbLlnical School

were ofdained as "rabbis, teachers and preachers in Isrzel® at the~

—

comme wcerent exgrcises in.the Semlpﬂrv Quadr pﬁglé, Br oadwaf and
i S
lzznd.Strget, yesterday afternoon, ':Qurtqen studen ts of thu Seminary’
Teacheré Institute and Seminary_gollegé end of the nenlwarv Schodl
- of Jewish Stu&ies'were also gra&uatéd. Degrees of Docuor of Hebrew -
Literature in course were conferred on Rabbi Jacob, BOSﬂlgﬁ, Ocean

Parxway Jewich Certer, Brooalyn, Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer, asscciate



Seninary Conmencement 2

.

rabbi of the Park Avenue.bynagogué'in New York-,, and
Rabbi S. Joshua Kohn, Congrezation Adath Israel, Trenton,
N.J. An sucélence of 700 attended the cefeﬁonies.

Dr. Simoﬁ Greénﬁerg, Frovost of the Semihéry, s&id
in his chargé to the_gréduates thap;the newly-ordained
-rabbis.héd set their'hearts upon "a tesk whose difficulty
is matchedlpnly by its nobility."

N "The materlal~with which you are to work,ﬁ-he said,
“ié_the'huﬁan mind and soul, the goét elusive and untrac—
table substance in all of our_experience;..But you will
inevitébly be drgwn;iﬁto_the wider aréa of human ccncern,
for ybu‘gill no#.be able to escape thne .conclusion |
nat the bur&ené'and sorrows which appesr to be uniquely
Jewish are interlccked 'with, the cohfuéion of .a whole gene-
raticrn of mankind." & - ' I |

Dr. Lcuis Fiﬁkeistein, president éf the Semina&y,
conferred honorary degrges.on Dr..NélsQn A. Glueck,
recéntly ﬂamed president of Hebrew Union Collegé, Cin- -

. . s k % o_ iny
cinrati, and Dr. Abrsham A. Neuman, president of Dropsie
College, Philsdelphia. Rabbi Abrsham Schreiber,

; : ) I
Palestinisn scholer, received in ebsentia the Louis -
Ginzberg Fellowship, .

TheIMaiabnides citation ﬁas conferfed on Dr. Israsel
é,IWechsler, associste professor of neurolpéy.at Golumbié[
University. The awerd, named in honor cf Moses ben Hei-
non, the great S?anishﬁJewisthoptor‘and pnilosopher of
- medleval times, 1s given to dmeﬁ-of sciénue who, ¥n our’
Time refiect the combingtion of science and faiﬁh which

was so important an aspect of Mairmonides' own work,"



CEARGE TO GRADUATES
~ DELIVEZRED BY.
DR. SIMON GRIENBEAE, FROVOIT,
AT COMVENCEYENT E/ERIISES 07 -TH: JEWISH ‘
T EOLOGIChL SEEINANY OF AMERICA, SU.iDAZ JUNE 8, 1947, ,

Doctor Finkelstein, members of the graduat11*'classes of the
Rabbdinicel School  and the Teac“erv Instltut

One of the most unfortunate consequenccs of the fact that

‘we have 1ived with war or 1h its shadow, for mare than three

decades is the fact our thinking all too often irresistibly tokes
on a military pattern. Thus from the moment Dortor Finkelstein
asked me to participate 1p these exe;cises by dglivering a.,
"charge to the graduates" I éﬁ once equated my_%aék.With-that of"
the officer ého is called upon to "brief" the men b2rore setting
out on the assigned military mission. _

Tnis military term "briefing" which hés become pnit of our.
daily speech as a result of the last WRr,'haq ét'least.onﬁ great
acvantage., . It unmistakably »points to "bré}ity" as thﬁ.ﬁhief _
virtue of eny last miﬁutelcharge to'araduatﬁs or.any othg T group.

-~

And since all reliblous teachings inSuruct us at all times %o

A

‘extract tne_sweet from the'bitter, I hope-that in this instiance
the asgociatiocn of a charge to graduates of.a theological sciiool

-with military practice will at 1east result in the sweet vlrtue

of brevitf.
It is, of coursej easy enough to cast our thinking-&bout
these exercisaé into the military mold. Pfobably every grasduate,

indeed e#&ry yodng person thinks of himself at one time or

- another-as a soldler about to go'into battle. The universality



=1
of reaction proves thet thers is a substantial element of truth
in thet analogy. The différehce between one young peﬁson and
ahother, between one group of graduates and another, consists in
this: .How is the enemy conceived, and what are the wegpbng'géemed.
mostlefféctive for achieving'victory? The research scientist
setting out’fo do battle with cancer or tuberculosis, the sculptor
facing the cﬁalleﬁge of an amorphous mass offmarblé, the enginéer
facing a-broad and deep stream which is to be-bridged, all are
. e _

prevering for conflict, But each cné?s opponent is different,
And though their eduipment may hava‘mﬁch in common, aach one
must heave instruments especially suitable for his own unique
_purposes.k | . |

You, the members of these-gfaduatiég'classes who are now
about to enter uﬁon_your dareers.as Rabtis, Teachers, and
Preacrnere in Israel, have.éet your heasrts upbﬁ a taék whose
difficulty is matched only by its nobility. The object-upcn
wiiich you sesk to leave a V1Slble and lasting innrint is not
like tangible mcrolc, or easily lidentiflied physical dlequ. The'
material with which you are. to work is the humah.mind and soﬁl,
the moét elusive and untractesble substence in all of -our
experience. Your most direct concern will be with Jcns who more
tﬁan any othﬂ"*roup in our day, have been hur¢11M ed and hurt, |
-and vhos¢ nearts and mlcdl/ﬂre suc*ected to a njrlad of conflicte-—
ing pulls and pressures; But you will inevitably be dreyn into
the wider area of human concern for you will nof be able to

escape the conclusion that the buraaﬂs and sorrows which apnpear

to be-uniquely Jewish are interlocked with the confusion of
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a whele genératinn of mank;nd wgoge'soul has teen deeply wound.ed
and tragically confused.

And it will be your task somehow to come %o grips with goula
writhing in. spiritual and ethical Gacillation and with mindsg &
distraught by intellectual perplexity. You are to be tirelésa in .
Jjour exartions.to Zive direction, form and character to-cglorlesa;
contentless humen lives strugglinz on the brink of mental- and
moral disintegration. | | |

And in all which_you do yﬁu,will never have a measuring rod
whereby to determine the extent of ‘your effectiveness, zrd never
have the certainty that what.you'have_aqhiéved today will not be
undone by some opposing force tamdrrow.-_Sd that you will your—
self be daily beset by the gnawing question-- Am I treadinz water?-
Am I enzazed in the child's pastime of building sand-castles on the
ocean's beach? ;

If then we arc not to fall prey to_thg'mental and spiritual
confusion of our generation, if'we.afe not to condemn ouirselves
‘as failures or adjudge our task asg futile, we must be ever
vigilant that our squipment for our task be adequate end readily )
availavle. The trainihg aﬁd instructinrn wvhich you received
 witEin'fhese.w§l1s welre not infended to supply you with all of
your reeds for the rest of your long journey. Their primary
interest wse to enable you to replenisgh your resources yoursulves,
to teach you hew jou youréelves may utilize the inexhaustibls
-spirituel riches stored uﬁ in the treasurc house of Israells
cultural heritége, 2nd the cultural hefitage of all mankind.

The ultimate value of what you find in the mighty spiritual
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el

‘and cultural granaries of Israel's or mankind!s past depends

= %

upon the resources which these will call forth out of ydur

‘own heart and soul. The Torsh, the teachings of the Rabbis, the

" wisdom of mankindls saints and sages are wasted if they do not

help one to fashion Limself into the kind of.a human being

described by Rabbi Meir -~ "A man who is a friend, who is belove&,
'.who loves God and loves God's creatures, vho is.clothed in

" meekness and reverence, who 1s just, pious, upright and faithfully

Such pérsonéi character 1s your chief equipment for success

in your 1lifels worke. w1t§out_itlany success you achieve is

ﬁitiated at the core. With 1t your 1life cannot poséibly be a

. failurece. " ' _ 1 _ o

It is only as you succeed in your struggle with your own

heart and soul thét you will be eble to deveiOP a deeﬁeningl.

faith in'the worthwhileness of your larger enterprise.

"You éhguldldraw'étrength élsb-from the conviction that the
work to which you are dedicéting ygur lives is .of primafy'
imuortance tﬁ éhe welfare of ménkind. At this late hour-one
neéd ﬁo 1on5arfbelabor tﬁe dbvioﬁs-ﬁruth that man's future upon

this earth depends not upen a further apriication to life of the

_ekills devdloped by science and industry but of the truths first

pronounced at.Sinai and mo;t.fully.cuitivétedlin our réiigious

trgditiﬁh. No man cén do anything mo?é important in this world
than to help other_meg'to-be decent, upfight, humble, and lovers
of God snd of mankind. - |

‘Because your taek is the most difficult, it still remains to

be performed. It is only the fool who boasts his supericrity

+
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‘frequently to use his powers of speech, I cannot fesist the ?

h:witn it Iu must be

-
beceause be‘ascended a hill top while‘anothér failed to scale the‘
Himalayas; ﬁe_are attemptipg to impreces uponfcur -life'upon this
earth the pattern of eternity and the stamp of truth, . To further
such a goal even by oné iota is to have lived on the highust
level of couraﬂa- wi dom, and usefulness.- -
.‘Bgcause the dutics of a Rabbl and Teacher require him so
temptation to remark but briefly unon them.: Oratory has bceﬁ
often =nd  soundly 15era.fced : and usua.l"y by people ¥hio
taha,hours in vhich to do it. 1In 1866 C?rljle in delivering his
addrcss when'elécted'rector of Edinburough University remarkeds -
®It secms to me the finest nations of the world - the Enzlish
and the Amcrican - érﬂ zoing away into wind and tonzue," and tﬁbﬁl
proceceded to add an hrur's vorth of morc "yind and ‘tonguse',
~Oretory 1is among youruocgt 2nd most potent weaponsg and our
traditicn cells u.on us to use it vigorously.
| "Cry out -~ sgpare not your voice
Reisc it loud as a trumpet
| For Zioh’s sake I shall not bé
N And for Jerusalen s sake I shall not be silent,”
Nevertueless it is worth noting that if our use of-gpee@h is

to be Justified it must have at 1&?8u two . qualltiee associated

’

! . .
"apeech instructed by knowle@ge, wisdom and love, so that

it mluht bring healing", T
And it must be speech not for Solf—vlorificqtion bt ‘devoted

to the rﬂctiflcation of social evils and to ‘the healinr of tn



Py
wounds of Isrgel.
3ut, regardle;s of now noble the purpose of oratory may be
“unless it is bslanced ih our lives by periods-of silence - by
prayer,-mediﬁation and study, it 1s bound to become but empty
wind and noise. Carlyle was right in his opinion that "silence
is the etérnpl duty of a man.  He cannot get to ény real under—
standing of w@at is complek.and peftiﬁent to his interests with-
out maintainingfsilence“ (at least occasionally); |
You will noté'that I have avoided_liéting in these brief
remarks the specific things which have to be dons in our
generation,'the metters which‘daily fill the‘cdlumns of our
nevspapers. 1 am not unconsciouﬁ of them. But I know how
deeply concerned all of you are wifhléaving the remnants of our
brethren in Europe, Wifh the upbui}éing of the Yishuv in Eretz
Yisroel, withvﬁhe creation of an increasinzly demodratic and
‘happy America and with the establishment of a functioning
United Natiqns.'lTo these tasks I am sﬁrc jou will give your—
selves unstintingly with all the fervor of youf youthful faith
and emnthusiasm.
Those of us vho have préceded you by some fevw years in
walkirgtihe path that'you are'nqw about to tread, knov that
there are times when the steps of the bravest and surcst amonzst
us mey falter, At .such times we expcfiencc with reneved under-
standing the truth of the prophets! assuranqe“ﬁhaf feﬁewal of
strength comes énly thrqﬁgh faeitn in Godl
| Hence, as wre watchzyou-step.forth upon the path of scrvice
fo God, to Isresel and to mankind, our hearts join you in

Jprayer - thet you may never vaver in your faith in the reality,



L - |

the 2oodness, and the justice of God. That you may ever find
ip our be h inspiratién.ahd guidance in'your lives - and that
there may be fulfilled in you the words of our-B;bie.

. "That those who teach and preach ghiall prosper and all

blessings of all that is good shall come upon them,"

K



N Iewish Theologiesl Sepinary of imeriea
3080 Broadway
New York City
Riverside 9-8000 FOR RELFAST Saturday , June 7th

Cormencement exercises of the Jewish i‘hédlogical_ seninary of
America will take plaoce on Sunday June &th, at 4:30 F.ii. in the
Zexinary quedrangle Broadway 1l22nd trest, it was announcement yester~
dey. _ '

Cerson D, Cohen of 4802 12th ivenue, Brooklym, will receive the
Cyrus Adler Award as the most outstanding student entering the senior
clasz of the Rabbinloal ‘chool of the i.eniiaxy, & -

‘Zeslick I;.'Bloek, §04 Grand .treet; Lanbattan a"m%,
will receive the Joseph Zubow Yemoriel Frize for the iest work in Codes,
the astudy of eystemstioally-arranged precesis from tie lalmud.

This morning Rabbi Alter ¥, Landesmen of the Hebrew Zducation
£ooiety of Brooklyn will deliver the ba&c_alaureate_ germor in the
‘Seminary synagogue, 531-5 'est 125rd Street (9130 A. K.). |

| At the }e':c;roises in the 3emi:;try gquadraugle on unday (4:30 F.k.)
or. 1. 1. R;abi, distinguished ph;—'_sici.st and obel ?ri-z_e winner, willi
deliver the abpuménamnt address. ie.bi Jose;h tiller of Congregetion
Shaure Torah, Trooklyn, will deliver tie .invosstivs acd Dre Himen
Creendberg, p‘mwst' of the ..eminary, #1ill deliver the Charge to the
graductes, . | '

Cther prizes to be aw..ded at tic exersiscs are: Lemport
ﬁo.miletics srige«-loward D. Singer of 1307 dollega :wenﬁe._ the T“ronx,
and r’ermn .., Grossmen of .oxbury, Lass. ' |

‘worris Greenberg Prize in odern llebrcw literature--=licuden E.
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Levius, ;.-hiladelphin_ ,' and “olfe Kelman, foronto, Caﬁada, '
with honorable mention to Israel ioheffler, 1005 Lincoln Flage,
Brooklyn, and Hermen Tannenbaum, Saltimore, ¥d.
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5y ron this occasion when The Jewish Theological Sem-
inary solemnly and ceremonially installs its officers,

T believe it is fitting that we consider the position

of lay leadership in Jewish life and especially in Jewish
religious life in America. For that reason I have taken as
the subject matter of my remarks “Responsibilities of the
Jewish Laity.” Of course, the words “Jewish Laity” are in
a Sense self-contradictory. Jewish tradition knows no such
classification as that of clergy and laity. As far as I have
been able to discover the Jews never had a word for it.

@ One would suppose that a civilization as old as the Jews
would have a well defined, generally recognized line of
demarcation setting off the province of the rabbinate from
that of the rest of the community. After all the rabbinate is
a hoary institution in Jewish life. Surely we would imagine
that in the course of the millennia of our history the boun-
dary between professional rabbi and lay public has been
staked out. We know, of course, that much younger insti-
tutions show a sharp line of cleavage between their pro-
fessional and lay participants. In our courts of law the

1



separation between the professional judge and the lay jury
is sharply defined. In other religions there is an acknowl-
edged and unbridgeable chasm between clergy and laity.
Indeed, I think that it is from our Christian neighbors that
we have borrowed the phrase.

q It is a useful and convenient phrase, a handy tool for

distinguishing between the professional and the non-profes-
sional participant in every important calling. Why, then, has
not Jewish tradition made the distinction? I venture to sug-
gest that the omission is not the product of accident. Scrip-
ture, we know, emphasizes the very contrary, the absence
of such a distinction. The Jews were a “Kingdom of priests
and a holy people.” Ideally, all the Jews were conceived
of as professionals. For a long time that ideal was substan-
tially realized in practice. When the active priesthood
vanished and religious life took on its modern appearance,
Judaism in the Diaspora became a learned pursuit to which
a multitude of followers gave lifelong and supreme devo-
tion. That, by modern definition, is what we mean by a
profession. In Jewish communities throughout the ages we
had a vast number of learsned men who pursued and lived
Judaism with the single minded devotion and zeal of the
professional although they derived no livelihood therefrom.
The rabbi was one scholar among scholars; one learned
man among his peers. No wonder the Jews never invented
a word for laity; but they did invent and used a host of
words for a classification which interested them and which

2 “‘{I“ .
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they regarded as important. They differentiated sharply and
vividly between the learned and the ignorant.

@ The consequences of this circumstance upon Jewish life
until relatively very modern times were of tremendous sig-
nificance. It meant that the rabbis, unlike the functionaries
of other religious organizations, did not have a monopoly
upon religious truth. They had power derived from knowl-
edge which, of necessity, they shared with the learned lay-
men who were their neighbors. They labored before an
audience competent to judge them, differ with them and
collaborate with them. They were like poets reciting their
lines to sn audience of poets. Because of that fact the
synagogue never became a- hierarchical church. Because
of it the Jewish community never became a theocracy. It
was the wide distribution of learning and knowledge which
sustained democracy in Jewish communal life. Out of that
equal and respected association of rabbis, scholars, and
learned men of affairs Jewish life evolved coherently, made
its successful adjustments to the environment and insured
the survival of Jews and Judaism.

@ One problem runs like a continuous thread throughout
our history of the past 2,000 years: how to preserve Judaism
in a non-Jewish environment. Because the environment
interpenetrates the Jewish community more thoroughly and
pervasively than it did before the Emancipation, the prob-
lem has become more difficult — but still not insoluble.

§ A short story, which I tell with Dr. Greenberg’s permis-
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sion, illustrates my point. Once upon a time an Italian, a
Spaniard and a Jew were watching the waters of the Medi-
terranean from the shores of Tripoli. They were engaged
in idle speculation over this problem: what would they do
if the waters of that inland sea were to rise and cover all
the continents which enclose it. Said the Italian, “I would
consume another bottle of wine so that my last hour would
be as joyful as possible.” “I would do otherwise,” said the
Spaniard. “I would devote the final hour to prayer so as
to win salvation for my soul.” “And L,” said the Jew, “would
learn to live under water.”

€ Our ancestors did learn to live under water —in an
unnatural, hostile environment,

@ Surely we ought to master the art of living in a non-
hostile, in a neutral, if not cordial, environment.

@] The route our fathers followed was the democratization
of learning.

@ I believe it is needless for me to prove the obvious, that
Jewish life in America has veered away from that route.
Of the forms of democracy in the synagogue we see much
more than our medieval ancestors ever dreamed about. Every
proposition, whether momentous or trivial, is put to the
_ vote of the congregation. But what of the essence of democ-
racy, what of the knowing participation in the practical
and spiritual life of the community? That seems to have
escaped us, It has escaped us because in the average Jew-
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ish community the rabbi is, to all intents and purposes,
the sole repository of Jewish tradition, learning and law.
There are few in his congregation prepared to contest his
view if they are in disagreement, few equipped to collabo-
rate with him when they are in agreement. When the rabbi
speaks to such an audience he necessarily speaks like an
oracle because the audience is incapable of passing profes-
sional judgment, By default of the lay community, the rahbi
is acquiring a monopoly upon religious knowledge. Such
monopoly invariably leads to unchecked power. Unchecked
power derived from the private possession of special knowl-
edge is as unwholesome and dangerous as absolute power
derived from any source. The Englishmen who fought for
Magna Carta were right when they exacted from their
King a promise to apply the law of the land which tradi-
tion had made their common possession. And Moses spoke
with Divine concern for the freedom of future generations
when he formulated as one of his prime commandments
that we shall diligently teach the Torah to our children so
that it may be the common possession of all the people.

@ To me it seems inevitable that should the synagogue
long continue as an institution in which a leamed rabbi
ministers to an uninstructed laity, it will cease to be a syna-
gogue and become a church. When that happens Judaism
will not wear the face it has worn these thousands of years.

@ It is not my purpose to recite a jeremiad. My object is
to call attention to the danger of the present trend, to
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awaken our lay leaders to their responsibility and thus to
help restore Judaism to its historic road. That it can be
done I have no doubt. History is replete with examples of
such recurrent revivals in Jewish life,

@ The indispensable prerequisite is that the lay leadership
shall come to recognize its responsibility. That responsibil-
ity extends in several directions. First, lay leadership must
undertake to see to it that the laity generally is better in-
formed, that the laity develop habits of learning. That, I
believe, is the central tenet of Jewish life. I do not mean
that such learning need be circumscribed by the boun-
daries of the sacred literature in which 17th century Jewry
was engrossed, If I grasp the significance of Judaism clearly
it is not the knowledge of truth, but the quest and search
for truth which is the abiding principle of the Jewish way
of life.

€ Second, Jewish lay leaders should in their own personal
lives strive to exemplify standards of conduct which we can
proudly call Jewish. I am not now referring to matters of
ritual, although they, too, play a role in the beauty, dignity
and spirituality of Jewish life. I mean specifically that they
ought to exert themselves so to order their ordinary affairs
as to make it evident that they regard the ennoblement of
the human personality as their principal aim, that they dif-
ferentiate good from evil and have the character to prefer
the good, that they exhibit courage in adversity, steadfast-

ness in danger, humility when in power, manliness under
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oppression, magnanimity to friend and enemy, and integrity
at all times; in summary, that they pursue their ideals not
because they are profitable, not when they are profitable,
but pursue them relentlessly even when they involve pain
and travail.

@ In other words, I regard it as one of the obligations of
lay leadership that they constitute themselves visible exem-
plars of how estimable life can be when enhanced and
exalted by the application of Jewish traditional values.
Manifestly, that is a task which the rabbi cannot perform
for us, The rabbi’s superior scholarship and more prolonged
application may help us re-interpret Jewish tradition in
modern terms, but the day to day task of living in the pat-
tern of the high ideals of that tradition cannot be dclegated,
cannot be performed for us by proxy.

@ The direct consequence of the discharge of this responsi-
bility would, of course, be felt in each of our own lives.
The indirect consequences would also be enormous, for the
warranted increase in our own self-esteem would inevitably
bring an increase in the esteem in which we are held by
others. Membership in the Jewish community would be-
come a badge of honor. To be known as a Jew would
amount to recognition as the holder of a patent of nobility.
I can think of no more precious heritage to leave to our
children.

@ Sometimes, in an idle moment, I wonder whether we
have wisely budgeted the time, talent, money and effort
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which now go into Jewish activities. I wonder whether a
more substantial proportion of this activity ought not be
directed toward the affirmation of Jewish life and values,
toward the improvement of our common American life by
the catalytic effect of Jewish ideas, toward its enrichment
with Jewish idealism, so that the Jewish community might
indeed be, and be seen as, a blessing to the American peo-
ple. I think the answer is yes. I know that Judaism bids
us wager our salvation on the assumption that the answer
is yes. And I am sure that the execution of such an enter-
prise is not a rabbinical task but an undertaking for laymen.

§ The third step in the discharge of the responsibility of
the Jewish laity is that it resume the initiative. Are we not
expecting too much of our rabbis when we look to them
for deep scholarship and reflection and at the same time
expect them to be dynamos of civic action, energizing and
activating the community? Generally speaking, we rarely
find the two capacities united in a single individual. I am
convinced that in the field of action the laymen ought to
assume the initiative and develop the necessary staying
power. The laymen must create and sustain those Institu-
tions without which nothing of what I have spoken can
materialize. Putting first things first, I say that the primary
task calling for attention is the expansion and perfection of
our educational institutions. In Jewish life they command
top priority. They represent the indispensable condition to
all other improvements in our communal life.
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@] We need a tenfold increase in the number of our rabbis,
a hundredfold increase in the number of our teachers. We
ought to mobilize the hundreds and thousands of brilliant
young women in our colleges and universities for careers
in Jewish teaching and incidentally in Jewish homemaking.
We have hardly begun to scratch the surface in providing
continuous life-long education for our adults. Without it,
Judaism may become an empty ritual. No community of
Jews, no matter how small or big, ought to be without its
adult classroom, without some assembly devoted to the
contemplation of the things that really matter. In this great
Seminary, in this University of Judaism where scholars
abide, we have the nucleus for the generation of such an
expansion. These scholars have done and are doing their
share. Theirs is the task of continuing the manufacture of
the uninterrupted fabric of our tradition. Nowhere else on
the face of the earth is there collected in any one place so
superb a body of Jewish scholars as-in The Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary of America. It is the function of us laymen
to carry their learning to the four corners of this continent.
It is our assignment to provide the means, to create the
channels, by which the learning which is here found in
such abundance can flow out and irrigate the most distant
of the Jewish communities,

g Momentous events are taking place in the State of
Istael. Such is our faith in the fecundity of Judaism that
all of us expect to see a great flowering of the human spirit
in that benign climate of freedom.
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RELIGION AS THE ROAD TO PEACE

Huncav as we are for peace in the minds and hearts of all men,
and confused as most of us are on the ways by which we may
one day escape from conflict, there are three fundamentals we
should always keep clearly in sight:

First, we must recognize that negatives never cure negatives;
that the concept of the good neighbor, the only solid rock
upon which peace can build a lastmg mansmn, is one which
reqmres a way of life. :

‘iecond we must see that we cannot live a way of life that leads
to peace without observing our duty to God and our duty to
- each other; that the moral law must stand supreme.

Finally, if we are ever to attain the tranquil uplands of God’s
promise to man, we must grant that the responsibility is just
as universal as the aspn‘atton peace, with Divine help, must
be everybody s business.

These fundamentals were expressed so clearly at the opening
of the Seminary's new Jewish Museum, in two notable addresses by
Nelson Rockefeller and Lewis L. Strauss, that we have reproduced
them here for further reading and study. |

To every thoughtful American, it is believed, these brief mes-
sages will bring fresh hope, and a better understanding of what the
Ten Commandments mean to each of us, and to the future of our
troubled world

PRESIDENT

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
OF AMERICA



AT THE DEDICATION OF THE JEWISH MUSEUM
OF THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL ﬂMINIRRY OF AMERICA
MAY 7, 1047 BY NELSON A, ROCKEFELLER

NELSON A, ROCKEFFLLER

THE season of the Pentecost is the anniversary of the Ten Com-
- mandments. Because we now see so clearly that the way to peace
will challenge all the wisdom and courage mortal man can sum-
mon, this time and this occasion should remind us all of a simple,
universal and eternal truth—that our pursuit of happiness, and our
living together as good neighbors, depend on the supremacy of
moral law. . : : -
That simple truth, I believe, is readily apparent from-what all
of us can observe, and from what any man can learn from history.
Both by present evidence, and by the lessons of the past, it is my
belief that the Ten Commandments, showing us our duty to God.
and our duty to man, are a key to peace and brotherhood. In other"
words, both by logic and experience they present a way of life by.
which we can be relieved from perilous strains and stresses, and
find our way at last to freedom, tranquillity, and security for all
men. ‘ : i
We all can see that peace must now: be waged with all the vigor
and' unity with which we waged the war; and that the winning of
that peace may be comparably long and difficult. It is equally evi-
dent by now that the united people of these United States must
lead in the winning of that pea}:e.




In the time since Hiroshima, we cannot avoid concluding that
the more we know of the infinitesimal, the more vital it becomes
that we work toward an understanding of the Infinite. We also
know that peace will not come easily, and that' national covetous-

ness, checked only by the interplay of material forces alone, can

lead only to conflict. For the good will and forebearance that can
bring us peace, some other force must be brought into play. And 1
think that the simplest lessons of history show us clearly what that
force must be. : ‘

History tells us plainly, in the first place, that materialism
leads to a struggle for power, and hence to conflict; and that spirit-
ual motivations, on the other hand, lead to a yleldmg of selfish
interests and hence to effective cooperation.

The lessons of materialistic struggles for power are the lessons
of many wars. The lessons of effective cooperation are the history
of effective democracy, and of American achievement.

Our original thirteen Colonies formed an effective union,
after long and troubled dcbate because each was willing to yield
some sovereignty in the interest of the others. Minorities in America
traditionally have a voice, while majorities, influenced by this
voice, have the responsibility for protecting the rights of all.

Whatever greatness we as a nation have achieved has been due
to a yielding of individual self-interests for the greater good. This
American team-work, this effective cooperation, is based funda-
mentally, I believe; on a spiritual principle. Like our hemispheric
policy, in our relations with our Canadian friends and our friends
to the South, it is essentially the principle of the good neighbor.

Now, if effective cooperation is based on spiritual motivations,
it follows that if we are to espouse such cooperatnon we must
espouse the cause of dynamic religion.

I speak of dynamic religion because I was brought up to be-
lieve that religion should be a way of life rather than mere lip ser-
vice to creed and dogma. It should be simple and universal, not
complex and sectarian. Such religion, I think it follows, requires
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broad participation and support, together with teaching and lead-
ership characterized by the highest idealism and life-long con-
secration, _

This means, I-believe, just as diplomacy cannot be left solely
to diplomats, politics solely to politicians, or education solely to
educators, that religion cannot be left solely to the ministry. No
problem of universal concern, indeed, should be left in the hands
of any special class alone. What is everyone’s concern should be
everyone's responsibility. And we have no greater concern in the
world today than to help strengthen the effectiveness of moral law,
to the end that men may learn to live in peace.

What, then, can all of us do?

One important thing is to seek to understand our fellow men;
first, perhaps, by making more of an effort to understand ourselves;
second, by trying to understand our neighbors better; and then,
and only then, by asking our neighbors to seek to understand us.

Obviously, these two quests are not easy ones, and will exact
all that we have of patience and self-discipline. Nevertheless, they
are duties from which none of us can escape, if we are to strive
honestly for the understanding essential to lasting good will.

It is high time to embark on long-term measures which at
length may strike at the roots of misunderstanding, disunity, and
conflict, and hence at persistent evils which so stubbornly bar the
path of brotherhood. Such measures, I believe, can have an im-
mediate recogmzable effect. They will also in the long run involve -

- the tasks of education, as a continuous and universal process.

And what are those tasks? Scholars; of course, would put it
differently, but merely as a layman, who has been exposed all too
briefly to the academic disciplines, I should say that it might fairly
be said that education in a broad sense has five fundamental tasks
—all of which have timely significance in this season of thc Pente-
cost, and in this place we meet tonight. .

First, education seeks to discover and construe the paths we
have travelled. And that task is the function of scholars.



Sec&nd, education attempts to explore the paths that lie ahead,

and that is the function of philosophers and scientists.

Third, education tries to preserve and pass along the fruits of
knowledge from one generation to another. That, I suppose, is the
function of curators, librarians, teachers and parents.

Fourth, education should inspire an active desire for learning
and understanding, as a life-long process. And that, traditionally, is

the function of consecrated leadership, among the best of the teach-

ers and the ministry.

Finally, as John Dewey and Booker T. Washmgton both
preached so long and so eloquently, education must provide oppor-
tunities for learning by doing. That, I take it; is the function of

laboratories, museums, forums, churches, and all other places

where men and women can enrich their knowledge and under-
standing by the sure and long-proven process of personal par-
ticipation.

My purpose in asking you to share with me such an elemen-
tary review of educational tasks is to relate them, if I.can, to this
museum, and to the high and broad purpose to which it has been
dedicated.

Because its role is educational, because it seeks to help show

men their relationship to one another, this is an American museum,
serving a cause for which every thoughtful American should feel
a genuine concern. -

This museum and its parent Seminary are working for the
supremacy of moral law, of the spiritual values of true religion,
with an aim to perform all five of the basic tasks of education. For

here there are scholars and philosophers to construe the past and -

explore the future; teachers to train more teachers; leaders to train
more leaders; facilities for reaching those who are now beyond the
limits of the institution’s more immediate scope. Here, too, all may
learn by doing—just as all of us, by the very act of coming together
at this meeting, are enriching our own spiritual experience, and
adding more strength to the bonds of brotherhood.

Freedom, security and happiness for all men are obviously

" high goals, and worthy of our highest effort. Their pursuit is in

effect the pursuit of peace and happmess, and the key to that pur-
suit, as our own history shows us, is the practice of the unselfish
principles of brotherhood.

~ Thomas Manhn has said that there is an element in American
civilization which if universalized would bring about world peace.
That element must now be strengthened, both to check the forces

" that are tending to weaken it here at home, and to make it the

mighty factor it must be if America is to lead toward endurmg’
peace instead of following toward repeated conflict.

That element points.our only sure road to peace and brother-
hood. That road must climb many a hill, but it is the only way.
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AT THE DEDICATION OF THE JEWISH MUSEUM
OF THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
MAY 7, 1047 BY LEWIS L. STRAUSS

LEWIS L, STRAUSS

HERE are great museums in this city for the conservation of
Tbcauty in the Hellenic concept of the Holiness of Beauty. We
are here dedicating a museum to the Hebraic concept of the Beauty
of Holiness.

The ancient proscription against representation of the human
form or the depiction of nature in general tended to sublimate
artistic expression among our forefathers. They turned naturally
to the embellishment of the instruments and vessels used in taber-
nacle and temple service. On these they lavished the garlands, ara-
besques and abstractions which set these objects apart. These things
which were holy were also to be things of beauty. One need only
read the twenty-fifth to thirty-first chapters of Exodus in which the
construction of the first tabernacle and its appurtenances are de-
scribed to discover the association of the functional and the adorned,
in our very earliest tradition.

But civilized men are distinguished not only by a respect for
objects which are intrinsically beautiful but also for objects with
associations. There is a great compulsion among cultured peoples
to preserve against the corrosion of time those inanimate things
which either because they once belonged to the great or were

valued in past eras are the connecting links between the onrushing
present and vanishing yesterdays.



It is indeed a very old compulsion of the seed of Abraham.
When dawn awakened our ancestor Jacob from a transcendent
dream he took the stone that had pillowed his head and stood it up-
right and marked it with oil for a memorial. The building which

our fathers constructed in the wilderness with a portable museum -

and the Ark of the Covenant which.it housed.contained for genera-
tions the tablets of stone upon which the commandments had been
rehewn at Sinai. Again and again in the Scriptures, objects, places
and days were designated “for a memorial” so that it is clearly in-
tended that men should lay hold upon the value of association to
be reminded of an ancient covenant,—to relive great events—to re-
capture high inspiration. A

We no longer have the Ark of fragrant sandal-wood overlaid
with sheets of gold, or the stone tablets of the law, or the golden
candlesticks and vessels of the Temple, or the great brazen sea of
ten cubits which stood in the forecourt, or the breastplate of the
high priest set with a precious stone for each of the twelve tribes, or
the urim and thummim. All these things and many others we have
lost. Somewhere, perhaps, an angel with flaming sword stands over
these treasures as does another at the gate of Eden.’

But in the long millenia and the forgotten centuries that have
intervened we have acquired other treasures. Books, first and fore-
most—books in which the words and the thoughts of the wise and
good are preserved in defiance of time, although their voices are
carried away on the winds of eternity—and these ritual and cere-
monial objects, which surround us here tonight still eloquent of
the reverence of the artisans, though their hands have been dust for
generations. : :

These things we keep because to us they are “for a memorial”.
It is altogether fitting and proper that this house should shelter
them—this house which was the home of our friend, a good and
devout man—a prince among our people. He knew the value of
these links with a rich heritage. Now they join us also to him and
to all our yesterdays.
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