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From the office 01 
HAROLD M. SHOR.E . 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 
. . . " 

3080 BROADWAY, NEW YORK " 2·7, " N. Y .•• RIVER .. SIDE 9.aOoo 

PROFESSOR ALEXANDER n .RX 

Professor Aiexander Me.rx, Nho will celebrate his 

70th birtha.ay. on Thursd'ay, January .29, has bee;n a member" .of­

the faculty of the Jewish Theo l o€tcal Seminary since 190p_ 
'. . 

As professor. of Jei>iish H1story a.nd as Librarian at . th.e Seminar;,;, 

his profound learning has not only influenced the hundreds 

Rabbi~ical Schci.o.L.du.i:lng the ' :past 45 yefl.rs, . bu t has had 

its impact,. as 1·1e11, on the course. of JeH"lsh scho12.rshlp 

in this country and ' }l,.br:oad.: 

\fuen Professor Marx beCCl_'11€ the S eminary Llbr r:~ rian, -. 

. the 11bJ;'a.ry collectio~ consis'ted ~f 5,-000 volumes "and three ' 

manuscripts_. Under his directl..o_n_~_it_bJ!'.s_Q..fy_eloped. into' w'nat 

1s ~ :tOday reco-!"Jniz.e_Las_the--1:I..OXld.!..~c-r-~mo.s..t~J..e:clsh libra.ry J 

t-lith a collect ion of almosLi~5-+-0_oQ booKs and 'p8I!iphle-t ~ 'and ...--.-. ,-, -. 
8 J OOO manuscrints. Professor Marx'-s fam'iliarity 't·;ith every 

item .in the collection has become legendary among Seminary 

students and ,is a source of constFl.nt · ~·.'onder amo.ng his co1-: 

leasues a,nd Visitin'g s~holars; 

(more) 
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. . . 
Althpugh the number of priceless manuscripts ~rhlch 

the 'library has acquired under Professor ~nrx l s D.dmin~str[l.t~on 

runs into the thollse..nds, thre-e items are conside r ed among 

the chlef !Jrlzes. 
--,-,--' -. ------- .-

They are ·tne 13th century manuscript. of 
- -", -- . - - ----.: -' the uTnlmud .AbodD. Za.rah, n · '(Tr~ntlse en Ido.lB:try) t,rh,lch l-;as 

, . '. ~ --_.-. .-

",rltten in Spain . and remalne'd there 'intact not qnly throug:h . '. . 

tne p e'r l.~d-~ the InqU-l':'s-:-l:-t-:-l-o'-n-',-:b-u-:t-u-n~t:-:-n::--o-,,-r-c-'-rn-t"'lC.m-e':'~ -· It 

< was- purcnased 
-

by the Sem1nary 1n 1916 by, the l ate 
- ._- .....- ~ .. ---~ . -~ ---_ ., . - -. -' .- ' 

Juci;:"e . . _ c . 

Mayer "SULz'beri;e r of Phl1ad.elphla who - preser.t~d it to the 

T~o' hlg~ly . valu~ble e~amples of Incunabala became 
- ' .. -

the property" of th,c library as 'g ifts of ,the , late 'Mortimer L. 
,. 

Schlff-:,,:, uMahzor for YO.!2.J,(lP!-)ur, n, l'!r.lch , \olE'S printed l:.~ '§pain 
. , 

betvreen .1480 and 'IL>":/.,), 3.!"Id. . e~ght leaves of tne Gut-enber g 
-.....:.... "--.. -----,---! ----- --,- ---.- --- -,-:-

Biblj;!: comprising th~ ,r3'"'lo-~t bf Esther . n .. 
--~-~-,--- ... . 

For many years the Library ,he,s 'been a ma j or 're-

source fOF sch9lftrs in both: 0.emisphere~ . A few ,.th o h::we made 

intensive use of" ' the mate'riai it. conta~li~ are Professor Paul 
, . ', 

Kahle, ren01.-med. ·Germ.?.n scholar I a.nC'l, a membe-r of the' staff of· 

. tn.e Eodleian Libra ry at -qxford'; Doc.tor Ceci;t. Roth , . of 

Oxford' UniverSity'; Professor J ose Millas de VilRc'rosa , of 
, , '. . 

Madrid; the late D9ctor ·Maars.el'l:, of . the H~,gu.e, and Professor 

J}erhard Schofem, 9f the Hebrei'! Univers ity in J erusalerr. . 

(more) 

o 



Distinguisheo. scholars, ";Titers and public figures 

who ha,ve used the' library' in connecti~n '\.'lith -their own ''''ark' 
, , " . 

include Lion FeuchtNanger, the na~ed German novelist; Penrl 

s. Buck, "Tho consulted a, number 'of volume!:! on Je"\,;s in China; 

the ,late Brohislaw Hul;)ermaa, wholused library materi€d to , ,, ' , 

supplement his artiC?les on Zionism; Giovanni J.1artinelli of 

the Metropolitan Opera Com!)any, who 'searched for c 'ostume ideES 
. . 

fer hi"s ' role -in !lLa Jilive ll ; Nc.rman bel Geddes, ' the famous 

I stag-e. designer.; t;tnd .Doctor Ar-turl) Ce,stlglioni, Professor 

'" ' of th.e ,History of Medicine at Ya:e. 
, , " 

",p.. consle.erable number of the outstanding items 

in the I,.ibrary" s collection have been 'mc>.de by Jewish leaders - , . , . ' 

"'hose' friendship ,Hith Professor· Marx s e rved. to increase their 

fundamentc.l concern ~"ij,.t!1 the future of yeNish 'schola rship. . . 

These don~rs 'include the- lete Judge Sul .. 6be'+zer and Mortimer 
, . 

Lo, Schiff" 8,S , 'Hell as the lCl;te Dr. H~ G. Enelm;', 1-,lho be- ' 

queathed 'his o".m great library to the SeminC!.ry Rt hiS dea .. th. , , 

Foremost amoI).g the libra,ry ': s benef<?"ctors today 1s Dr. ' Harry 

'G'. Friedman, vlhose vision 'and generosity have been invaluable 

assets in the 'bulldingo"f the pre,sent collect1.on. "'" 
- , 

l>Tnile the ~emj.nary he.s benefited immeasurably from 

Professor Mar.xls' schols.;ship c.nd frolf! his qualities 'of 

leadership, 'J'e1'.;ish scholarly life throu2;hout tho world ' has , been 

influenc,ed by, 'the breadth of his intere sts. 

(more) 
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He is pres~dentof · the Alex~~der 'Kohut Memorial 

Foundation,' and, ,-,'a'S rec en'tlY el,ected to hea d the American 

Academy for Jel·rlsh Research. ", He ls' ,cor.responding sec.retary 

of. the American Je'~;lsh Hl~torica.l, Society; a Fellol\1 of the 
, 

Medieval Academy of .Am~rica; a member of 'the Pu~licatloris 

COl!lrrli.t'tee" of the Je"'Tl~h Publlcpt:lon S09:1e~y .of :A-merlca, and 

\. a correspondi~g member df the Jewish Histor;1:-ce.l So?lety cjf 

~ngla_nd. 

: l?rof'e ssor Marx IS. far~r~nglng' res'e'arch and_ learned 

~<;mograph's , a,re r~cog~lze~ ; RB ' Inn.d~8.rks aw.ong ,·st.ud'ents of 

"the" hi.s~~ory nnq. culture';' of the. Jeulsh peopl~; not ' o.nly-· iil. .this 

co;unt~y J but in every pa.rt of the 'dorld • . 'Hfs published "forks 

include ~A History of the Jet . .rish·People,u :.lt.rhich 'tolaS ' ... ·ritten in . " . \' 

coll~borc:.tion 1'i.ith the·late . Prof.esEor Max L~ .MargoliS;" 

IlStudies in JE;1·,'ish History and Bb~klorell(~. as ~!ell as many 

art 'icles arid revim', f:,r . p?r~cdicals~ His most recent T!lork, 
, . 

','Essays 'in- Je"l·.'ish 3to~ro.phy"n \~"as published' only this month, 
. , 

· Born in Elberfeld, Germany, Professor Marx studled 

attihe Univer.s1ties of Koni5sberg' and Berli.n and at the 
. . . 

'. . . 
Ra.bbiner-Seminar in thRt city',. nnd received ·hi.s doct"Or2.te 

at the. University of Koenigs~erg in 190),. be/fore comi.ng to' 

the United States 'at the. ).nvit i':'l.ticn of -Professor Solofficn 

Schechter, then :preS+demt. of ~he Semin <1, ry. On a .subsequer:t· 

visit to Germany, dur.ing the s~mmer of 1905, he mar~ied the 

fo"rmer Hy.-nha Hoffman of Heriin, .dRugh,ter ~f'Professor DFtvid 

Hoffme.n, a renm1neq. .scholar. .. 

# # # 
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CELEBRATE 70TH BIRTHDAY CF PRCFESS0R ALE7...A.IillER I·iARX 

Schedule 
Functions 
January 29th 

and 
February 5th 

Board '.' 
Elects 
Officers; 
New ~.iembers 

The 70th birt,h9,.ay or" Profe,~so I' Alexamer Marx., re­
nowned historian and seha l 'ar and ·noted Librarian .of 
th~ "f..eminar;y Library, wi-Ii be .marked ·by a meeting B'nd 
re c ept ion . in .1.-he_R.soo-ir....t;._Rc.ol7l of the....:.L.5...1;).l!.ary, 
-~dB3- 8neni..ng. JanUc.ry 29th ,at 8 P .U. A po-rtrait 
,6f 1?re·fessor Barx, . by, the noted arj~.Ls.LJ.ac.k-.L~vine , 
;nI LEz_pxe sen tea tonl1i1bYDr . . .1..5r8. ~.!.JE. ~,-Gol.dr.~ _ in 

. hehalf of the Rabbinical Asse!1PI-y. .. . 
~ .... ----.~--~~ ... , . - " ." 

Dr Rob'ert Gor.dis Vliil present a scroll in be~ialf of 
the RaoClnlcal Ass81!lbly to Professor liar-x·.- In 

. aad,1.-:'tlon, !il8SS ages of '-gree·t-~ng 1':r_om:":!'tb'r_a.r.j,.~L9.nd 
acag,Bm.i-e":"'s'oc-ieti...es ·vlill':".be-.g·i-ven· "6-0 him. on th.is­
occasion . -.Professor SauL:Lie.b.ernan y,ri l l speak and 
P-:~o'fessor l!arx ::~.;U1 .. ~esp.ond. Rab·bi.·David i1at"t-- 'viill 
'read a · soti.net.""-'<in tribute t o Profe'ssor Mar x on his 
70th. birthe..ay. All members b"f · the' Rabbinica;L Assembly 
are inyited.' to join' in this mer:1orable occasion of 

. tribute to a beloved n::.ember .of the' Seminary faculty 
. and outst:and ing schola'r ,and Librarian . . 

On Februe.::y ·5th Profess.or l:arx will be the Guest of 
honor at ,8 birthday ~inner' perty at the Seuinary 
tendered hiH b:r the faculty, the Beard o,f Directors 

.and the ,Board of Directors and' the ' Board of Overseers '. 

'. 

n,iPORTANT MSETINGS f:.?, 'S~:INARY 

TlNo meetirlgs' of imDort~nce v/ere ~eld: at the Sem;inary , 
Monday', 'January 12·: ' the' EGster n Region of' the 
National Pla.n:n:!:ng and Cam.paign 1Cor:lI!l.ittee . met f ·rom 
11 A.E. to.4 P.i -!; The CCI:1..sittees of the Board 'of 
Overseers .met, from 4 to, . 5' 30 b ,,,~ 'and the '. full 
Board w.et from 5:30·P.l1·. t6 ~ P:I.~ .; 

. LEHi,;AN IJAlClD CHAIRl'Afr C'F .BOAlm · OF OVERSEERS 
SEl.a- AlTUAL l. .. Mi..TDm CrVEHS TI.YORTA}Tl' BUSIE"E~$ 

" " . 

' ;" 

At its mee t i!'~ which :3 tarted ... ·Ji th dinner at 5: 30 P .M. 
the Board- of O'T=rseers' elected offic!el's f.o:-the . .. 
coning ~erm, revie\'/ed activi-tj,es of trle various de ­
paI,"tnents of the Seminary s~nce its previous semi ­
a-nnual m~e,ting May 6~ 1~47 J c.hart~d the lines of 
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Text of Speech 
by 

For~er Governor HE~BERT H. LEHMAN 

CONFERENCE ON A UNIVERSITY OF JUDAISM 

, 
,.1 

, 

The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
November 10, .1946 



Text of Speec h 

--Herbert H. ~hm"n 

Th1s expression of your .interest prompts me to discuss with 

you tonight .a problem which . has been occupying my thoug/ltsever 

since my return from Europe: It is the cost of war. r have been 

thinking of the destruction and damage inflicted on humanity and the 

world not only in the war which ended twenty-eight years ago tomorrow, 

but ' also. of the even g~ater cost sustained by all of us, everywhere, 

in the war that ended only fourteen months ago • . It is ImpOSSible, of 

course ,to ree.kon 'such costs in dollars and cents. But one fact 

emerges that can be expressed 1n financial terms. -We have overdrawn 

our account. 

We have called upon the bank of raw. materials, of· land, of 

housing, of transportation~ educational and medical facilities to 

an almost incredible extent. It will take many years, perhaps 

decades to replenish the account. But, in time, it can be replen­

ished . This Is. one ,resource, however, that we cannot .. ,replenlsh 

now -- or at any future .time. We do not even know jus~ ~how far :we 
~-."I-

have overdrawn the account . labe led "Mankind. II . 

Even if the record. were . complete -- even if the death of · 

every man ., 'wOJD,an ~d child in the two great wars had been entered 

accurately with name ·, place, date and Circumstance -- we still- would 

not be able to gauge the full extent of our overdrawal. No record 

could tellu., for instance, whether Private First Cla •• John SmHb, . 

who ·fell on Anz io Beach might not have matured into the Abraham 

Lincoln of hi. generation. We do .not know ju.t how many Sun Yat 

Sen. the world lost in China -_ .how many Madame Curies in France, 

Tol.tois in Ru.sia, and Ein.tein. i n t ·he furnaces of Maidenel<. 

.J 
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With this knowledge, it seems to ma obvlo\ls .that . we cannot 

expect to make even legitimate withdrawals from this account in 

the future, unless we attempt first to make good the shortage. If, 

blindly we have used up the men and the women who, in the natural 

course of events, would .have emerged as the leaders of their gen­

eratioD, we certa1nly must make ' some conscIous, planned effort to 

replace them. 

Our responsibility 1s an even more urgent one today because 

the war did more than cheat the world of an enormous reservoir of 

pote·nt ial leadership. The dislocations .1mposed by war appear also 

to have undermined very seriously, where they did not utterly destroy, 

the spiritual foundations of great numbers. Fl~grant opportunism, 

the philosophy of I'm-getting-mine-while-the-getting's-good, seems 

t'o be. gaining ground steadily over the . philosophy of service to the 

common good. 

The war cheated a whole multitude of displaced persons in Europe 

and ASia. The strains and stresses of that conflict also created 

. millions of American D.P. 's of a different kind -- spiritually 

displaced persoris. 

I see·, then, a dou.ble peed for leadersh1p, and for the develop­

mept of potentIal leaders to serve America. We need to plan for 

their dev~lopment in order not only to replace, as best we may, the 

young men and women cut off by the . war In the dawn of their promise 
, 

-- the leaders normally requirea by any generation. We also must 

plan in the knowledge ·that the requirements are not normal, but 

larger than normal, for young men and women with the vision for true 

leadership. For without viSion, the prophet Isaiah continually . 

·reminds us, the people perish. 
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By vision, t mean~ of cour~e, the ~on5clousness that life 1s 

and must be more, much more", than the "getting and spending" of 

material resources; that ciur activit.ies must provide susteru'nce 
-

for the spirit no less than for our physical being; and that this 

Divine eloll:ent 1n man is bes.t . nourished·, not with words of the 

mouth, but by deeds of the heart. 

Men and women equipped with .this. ·kind of "v13ion" possess the 

potential for leadership in the tradition which 111uminates Amer1can 

history from Willi"", Penn ·to FranltUn Roosevelt. It is also the 

tradition of the Talmud, ·as expressed in the message of a great 

Ra.bb'l to his younger assoclates: "Not authorlty to rule have I 

glven you,but authcrlty ·to serve." It seems ·to me tonlght, on 

this e·ve of the anniversary of tlte armistice, that was to terminate, . 

once and for all, Mankind's continued attempt at suicide, that What · 

we need above all Is leadershlp, In all walks of American life, by 

men who think of themselves primarily as servants of the ,community. 

Now the importance of selecting and training such servants of 

soc1ety has long been recognized in at least two fields of endeavor. 
\ 

In certain branches of industry, - for exam~le, we see great enter-

prise. seeking out promiSing young scientists in our colleges, . offer­

Ing them the means · to further study at company expense; and then 

prov1ding these graduate sCient1sts with facilit1es for developing­

practical applications ·of their research. We are all f".,iliar also, · 

with the much more limited efforts 1n this direction made by the 
. "'. . 

various major religions1n America through theestab1i.hment of 

educational institutions for the development and training; as 

ministers of God, of young men of high moral character and spirit­

uality. 
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In other words, we seem to be more than willing on the one 

. hand, to facllitate the t ·raining of men and women who may be able 

to speed up an already fast -moving technology still further; and, 

on the other, to train a dlsproportlonately smaller number of young 

people who may be ·able, we hope,to dlssuade us from kllling each 

other wlth the fruits of that technology. The need for the training 

of increasingly larger numbers .of rabbis and minlsters ln Amerlca · 

18 too obvlous for comment. 

But limited as our efforts may ·be ln training splritual 
. . 

servant-leaders, they. still greatlT exceed our expressed concern 

for the developnent of potent1al servant-leaders in fields almost 

equally important to our physical and spirltual welfare ." and which 

may serve as a vltally needed brldge between them.. Broadly speak· 

lng, these fields may be descrlbed as the arts and the soclal and 

theoretical sciences. Men showing early signs of talent ln these 

flelds are generally le ft to fend for themselves, and to develop 

their gifts as best they can· amid the often stultlfying pressures 

of a fiercely competltive society. Perhaps it is no accldent that 

this natlon has produced many artlsts and social scientists of 

talent but few of genius. 

I run ~ware, of -course, tha.t the specia.l nature of :this problem 

has been re·cognlzed, at least to some limited extent, in the varlous 

syst.ems. of Fe llowshlps set up by Amerlcan phllanthroplsts. The 

Gugggenheim Fellowships, for example, provide financlal grants for 

two years to men and women of demonstrated talent 1n the arts and 

soclal sciences, to enable them to pursue their studies or work 

without econom"ic handicap. And the Neiman Fellowships provide a 
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year of study at Harvard University for men and women gifted in 

journalism. Here again, the reCipients of the Fellowships are 

individuals who have already demonstrated ability of a high order. 

Obviously, however, the principle underlying such Fellowships 

cannot answer the demand of the day for the discovery and develop- . 

ment of potential servant -leaders -- young· men and Women who have 

not yet . . had an opportunity to perfect the techniques and to acquire 

the maturity es.ential to significant creative activity. It is 

not the a.rt1st or socla.l sc1entist who has "arrived" who most needs 

our help. It i. the young man and woman who i. just starting on 

the way • . For without PI'oper help; he may neve·r translate his 

creative dreams into meaningful real1ty. We have, as I satd, lost 

an incalculable number of potential le.aders through the ravages of 

war. We dare not add to their number by permitting others to rall 

victim to the economic ravages of peace • 

I do not want thls to happen. I want to work to prevent its 

happenlng. It Is In that splrit of concern -- ;and of hope for a 

more productive future for the youth of this nation - '- that · I present 

to this Conference for its approval, and to the .Board of Directors 

of the Semlnary for thelr Implementatlon, a .project aimed speo1flcally 

at fostering the deve lopment .of the servant-leaders of a new genera­

tion. Because of the special nature of this . institutlon and the 

extent of its resources, it may be necessary to conflne the projeot. 

in its Initial stages, to those whom the Seml-nary is Intended to 

serve -- members of the Jewlsh community. But certainly its basic 
, . 

prlnclple 'is applicable to all Americans; and once established the 

plan ·can be Widened in scope, perhaps in cooperation with other 

Instltutions of learning .. 



-6-

The Plan Is a slmp1e one. Through fe110wshlps carrylng a 

flnancia1 stlpsnd of psrhaps $1,500 a year', and 1V1th the actlve 

employment' of all the technlca1 and splrltua1 resources of ~he 

Semlnary, It Is proposed to make av~11ab1e each year; . to a varylng 

number of young men and women qua11fled through character, tempsrament 

and creative potentlal in the arts or the socla1 ' or theoretlcal 

sciences, the opportunity for further study under clrcumstances which 

wIll encourage the development of their profess lanaI techniques 

simultaneously wlth the development of thelr splritual vislon. 

The reciplents of the feilowshlps' should be selected frqm the student 

bodies of American unlverslties and colleges durIng thelr senior 

yea~ of ~tudy, in consultatiori with educatIonal, ci"J1C and. religious , 

leaders. The Fellows should be authorlzed to pUrsue their technical 

and professlonal studies; in thls country or In a forelgn land, at 

any instltution or 'wlth any recognized master in their field that 

they may choose. During the tenure of thelr fellowships -- which 

may .run fram one year to four years the-young men and women 

would also be given the opportunity to acquire a thorough grounding 

in the history, literature, art and ethics of Judaism through studles 

at the Seminary or elsewhere In the Unlted States or abroad at the 

hands of authorltles selected by the Seminary. The Fellows thus are 

to recelve orientation, not Indoct,.inatlon, In the great ethical and 

,re11g10us t,.aditlon which produced IsaIah, Hl11el, MatMonides, and 

near our time and . nearer :our own proportion, Solomon Sche.cliter-. 

The high goal set for this Plan is Indicated In the great names 

I have mentioned, and thei,. great ~ontributions to the civIlization 

of all mankind. It is a goal whlch we fully reallze Is not to be 

reached', as a matter of course, byth1s plan or any other. Our Plan 
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does, "howev"erj provide some pract1ca.l machinery ·which, properly 

ut 1l1zed by carefu 11y se lected young men and women, m.1ght we 11 

help to prepare them, w1th some degree of adequacy, for signifIcant 

contrfbutions to the spir1tual welfare and happiness of their genera­

tion, It seems tome far less l1kely that they w111 make. equivalent 

cont.rlbut10ns if denied the technical and sp1ritual opportunit1es 

env1saged in the Plan. And I do not feel that th1s 1s a matter 

on which we can afford any longer to gamble. Ttle t1me Is. past for 

permitting the Lou1s Brlmdelses and the Emma lazaruses to emerge 

from our socIety ent1rely by ch!lIlce; 

The time has long been past, perhaps. It 1s less than eIghteen 

months ago, however,- tha.t we were given unm1stakable proof, beyond 

qu1bble and equ1vocation, how late the hour really 1s, and how 

necessary to our mere physical survival, 1e concrete action to 

relntroduoe spl-ritual v1sion 1nto our dally l1v1ng. I refer to 

the atomic bomb. 

This 1s neIther the t1me nor the place to discuss that awesome 

weapon. Yet the atomic bomb doe.s concern us here tonight -- and 

eve.ry night of our l1ves -- as a symbol. It stands before us and 

before ·a11 the world as evidence -- evidence . against us -- that our 

technological progress has outstripped Our sp1ritual progress. 

That is not to say that we have lost our spiritualIty. I 

sincerely believe that the potential for sp1ritual vision and for 

activity inspired by such vision exists in lJmerica today -- just 

as it did in the infancy of our naUon, when men walked to worship 

with the Word of God under one arm and a musket under the other. 

The spirituality which prompted the people of PhIladelphIa to 

inscribe upon the Liberty Bell the words of the ancient scrIpture 
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"Procla.im ye l1berty throughout t he "ianci't" -- remains our~ to command t 

to summon us once again to the service'· of G6d and man . 

I trust that this plan will commend itself· to you, and to the 

entire American Jewish community. It would ap9Bar to be in the direct 
. . . 

l1ne of the Jewish· Theologic"l Seminary·' s ·developnent · in the past 

sixty years. Tbat developnent has been charac~erized by unceasing 

devotion to. the spiritual ideal. of the Prophet • . and the Rabbinic 

Sages, and . by an ever-increasing determination to give those ideals 

concrete · meaning in the terms of present -day needs. The Seminary 

has blazed new tra1ls in its training· of rabbis, of religIOUS 

teachers, and ·of . lay . leaders ; it has discovered new paths 1n the 

integration of traditional ideals with modern phllo.sophical outlooks; 

it has created ·the largest Jewish library and most .distinguished 

Jewish museum ever brought into beIng; It has shown how the abstract 

principles of rel1g1on can be made meaningful,. In radio dramatiza­

tions, to audiences including mUlions of men and women of all creed •• 

The Seminary haa contributed toward new insights into the meaning of 

democracYt and " the manner 1n which the preservat10n of democraoy 

can be E;lssu red:. Its Faculty has rende red ines,t1:m~ble service to 

Judaism, and I believe to the American people also, through 

universally recognIzed ·contributlons · to research, and through inter­

pretatIon of the Jewish rel1gion and literature I n ·terms whIch all 

of us can tollow· and understand • 

. ThiS Fellowship plan thus seems to me a natural corollary to 
. . 

alf that has been developad in thfs Institution, a natural part of 

what Professor Mordecai M. Kaplan has so apt~y called a Unlvers1ty 

of Judaism. 
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With your approval and cooperation, tbe initiation of this plan 

may· herald the beg inn ing of that · return to spiritual values which 

the man whose memorY we honor ·here tonight believed· so essential to 
. . . 

the we lfare. of his people, and of America generally. For 1n the 

words of Solomon Schechter, the beloved second Pree1dent of ,the 
, 

Seminary, the inspired sCholar whose. original researches immeasurably 

enriched .tbe .BibUcal knolRledge of all men, .and .who looked upon .this 

country as "the creation· ·of tbe Bible. ". the hurts of our. world w111 

be healed, and its. future made secure, ·only In 80 far 89 we return, 

1n sp1rit, to "those· rel1g1ous ages In which man owed still his 

allegiance to the Unseen,and when HoUnes. • •• occupied a part 

* * * of the bes·t minds; of men and women.· 11 
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8~ti'AL;, •... _ . ~ . 

(Mull0 st¥D~tur. aaA ~oYn) 

A" ~ I !ht J r ll1.h 'l'heologl$tl SUin,,!'7 · ... ne Us ..tt1l.ht • ., ltO"i!'reg.Uon. 

~ !'a.nhattah B •• oh .1.,,1811 C."t.r, brln~ ' Oil & aj>e.bl bl'Nlcut 

at the t~.~l Llght. 

~OIC1: As the l1gh1: at thl. <lay t a~y lout ·aora,. 1;11. oorn.t>~ or the 

skY. Jav. throUOllout tl" "ol'ld 11,ht another "~n4le an~ till 

tile ella"be,," of their hoeup.nd heart. ~lth the " r""'."'0'I'1OS 

spirit or CbAntka ~ 'hi Pea~t of ~~ht., Ihe Fe •• t of the 

:~cabe •• , tha FI •• t o! )6al0atlon. 

O\lr 8t01'1 th110 .eee flln,!. "T!!" L1ght """, the 'Ie.d". "M tnit b y 

· 1!err.~n :rannenbsaiJ, tell8 or the tr1url'l.nt J.>,lah ~ 'Jil'it and 

herHnge, pre .. ".~ by the ::ac''' ':.eeA. tl""!" 8"1-.te~ thl'O~holl' 

agee, an" dlY,",utly u · ··hel~. 1n th1s ~'" by the Jev11l11 Theological 

Sellina,,' or Allerio •. ~:1d ita dtillated lnatUutloll'. 

,' . 1. F vv \ ,:1 

V'.lICtl 1;; the b.ginnt"!!., ther • ..,r., lIoth1", . _111:1 Tole ~nd t1l:;>Une..­

and the d ~rltr\ ...... ~ . u ~on th~ <' ee? " no' t ': •• ,1M t of the Lo~ 

... J.~1~1!'h1 01.... Let th .... t.e Ught ..• th .• t II~ .• th@ tlr.,t d~,. ... 

on.: ()1r 'Wane l1;;l1t ... I am a1r . .. ! "I.. cr~ ': £d on th .. tt .... t ~". ... 

I .1 .... 14 through the .h&dQ"'~' I '!hottitred the 6. •. rr.neu . I w •• 

11gb' • I AM 11gh' ••• 

.,OIOE: An~ there v .... g"'" .... lIIbU '>g 1n the heae.M. a thud&l'Oa~ 

u~e.v.l 1n the ... ~1tl.. &lid Cln the B'o ,,}i: day, 11: .... Oeer."': 
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Let th" earth 81 ... torth it! ued ••• and 10 1t "... ,"orou 

tille 417 l~nd, eud, then growth. 

Zel'Ah, that 1. the ti~'" ,..,.to:r BeeI'!. I All ZIre.h, the . steel:. I 

V"I plant.d 1n the bo~oll ot the .e.r'Oh, Md 1 truotU'led. ~'hro1lgh 

•• barren lAn4, ugl". ,lid 'i!utte4 l1ke " sun-bO-ked OIua, wa~. 'ran ... 

to~4 111to ~. Gn-den of }:den, "'here Ut. ".8 ?le~8Ilnt; ~nd aeanin.;;­

hl. I •• l erah. the ned. 

YUICi; And arter thl ~lx 4'1" ot cr.~t1Qn. when the •• rth VR~ ~.onl~d 

vUlI the are.tII,... ot thl Lord all4 &11 Hil h'nl!1'lror~. 01r ano! 

Zarah. lJ.ght and ge.d, be.!"n thet .. Jou"".,. tbrougbaut .p"ae <U\d 

n .... 

Old: In the 41t ~et 1 v •• 11ght, Juot 11~ht. · Then ' X va. ta.bioned 

lilt .. UN, • toreh 'Co 11'lllt tl'.e w.r. A •• ~a no.ruled the bddlr 

ot I1te, h1~ exl.ltenoe took on a new ••• ~1l\f. ~nd I ble ... 

more tbln an ele •• nt. In the wnored tabernecl. of l~r&ll, I 

wae 'endea c~retullT, oont1nually. I w·s the .ternel 11~bt • . 

aot JUtt .. Une. but A .)'IIbol, " .Yllbol ot the o.1 .. 1nt. 1"&1 

Ule rpart at Ute. tn Jew1.h t ... 41 t10n I b.o .... lmovn as the 

L.tlbt of ~e form, tor I lUU'lllned the l'OaF, ""on ""lell ....n 

Jottrne".ed through U ••• 

VOle;;: Ugh' ba .... a sJII!bol. g'II4rded ualoutly, enn Wlto 48"th. 

?here vila the t1e. ot the ~aoO"bee3. ~.n thl ~yrlaq6 "ere 

41~oolltl\te« and tled into the ~lsln. Ju4ah Yo"co"beu. and the 

le ... e11t •• went into J.ru~.l'lI wh .... tile .'notua17 .lay de~olate. 

and the altar protan~d, and tbe ~r1e~t.' c~b.r. pulled down •• . · 

And wbat w •• the t1re' to be don.t 

OIl! I Judah ~'.o .. beu. turned unto 1110 brother. Jonathan and •• 1(; : See 

to the holy. 11ght.. lI'.)' bl"O'h8Z'. Let the 1 • .!lPA be kimU •• aglia. 

Let tb ... be lc1ndld ".11, tor 'he 113ht 18 atarnal am~ ••. 1t qbaU' 

not 41e. 
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YotOlt The.part be .... a ~ymbnl. t~~ 11~nt beo~ce the .?l~lt ot an 

ete"' ,,,l :,>e01>le. (;>llu.e) 3ttt Ifh~t ot the lIee4? 

8U,DI On that triu,,;ru,.nt •• 00114 4a)' ot ehrn1t1. I 10M ore~.ted one 

"nd alone. I "aR 11lt. the OMl~t or the t"~th. ba~ren, devotd 

ot Ut ... 

VOIC!.: Dno1d ot 11:1' •. , Zaraht I 40 >lot unde .. ~hn6. ••• 7OU tUfT' l1te no>:,. 

wtthln ,au .tlra the e.~ence ot Itte it.elf. Iou. aft 2;rowtb 

and truhn ... .nd VitalUT • . '.;)\y aTen tbe Sor1?\W,'IIs caU. tbe 

hOlM of ..... n, hh olUld"Il, at'terc Seeal 

I know. CIL1l4ren are onlled .. ed. and I •• the !teme! ot hope. 

Bu' It "". not ltke that on that •• eond dAY. Then I ~~s llk~ .. 

• tl11born Child, l.-oblle. 911ent. In my sullen angn1~h. I 

ol'1ed un1. the L.orcl: D.~r Jo~ In heann. :F0U t8flhl~n.4 lie for 

go~. to b. ot .. n-loe In to'le un1T/Jrse. «lve!D, then ... spult 

ot Ute. Infu •• in •• a .?~rk ot your 11ght. Let me rata" .y 

bU4 In your et,r'h llII4 be fruUtul. 

':)IC'" J<n4 the tu.lon 'toolt Itl<n. The g .... , f1noer »&rt84 thlt aheU" 

IUld the G1'fI&t 81>11'1 t blew 1n the ";:>ark at 11gh$. An"- the tUUbo", 

elL'" to Ute. 

13\It 1 " •• y<:t Gn •• nd "'lon~. 8u8"ln4 .. .; '1n the \lII1T'i"~e • . Frooo "1 

t"1.t8~ 1I'Oeb elon,. I could not glT" blr1h to the dlYlne ~U~I •• 

.... ;;\ 40 ~n, I cl'1ed ... nto th~ t.ol'il: ' AnChor lie flrml1 1n the 10&111 

ot lour land. ?he. yUh .. " otl' .• i"~ of 11'1 ldlld, 80 th.t 'together 

", ... , tl/1:111 :rour ~",'ose or Z :rowth end ul'Vlce. :4 1>1'., Thee. 

plae, u. 1n the ~.~ told. ot ;ou~ seed bed, ~ aeed bed deen and 

-..dl-to1'lleO, .. seed bp,~ ot 10\12' .1Ik1-a. toX'd. 

VOICH And the :>1 •• W£,B hoare. len", ~,.~k of Ug'>t. the ~;>lT1t ot llt~ 



" •.• ginn unto the lJePd, .. ,\d Ileal> 111 the ued bed ,,~ra the), 

neatlea. ("4I1U • Cti".;'_ I ." '" ' CTl~" )' 0;" ~s;;.. r_, ~ . ...,... • .. .,. . ~'l~ • In \h. anclent tongue 

• "ii!1 .... 8axoll •• Sl'!INi."!U1\ "!tcalle !!iJ(1.IIARl. 

. It ..... ald 1n the he ... enl th8.t ' .11 e ..... ti .. l t;y h 

r ... h1olled troll a hoat of ebllenh. rh" 1:>l"de or Dl'UO. th. 

"111ow ' ... e, th~ ,,' ",ell" 't1141ng .0 ...... t~ •• !,lUn' ~ ~.ll are 

n\l1'lled '" the 0001 .~ond, w"1"!Iled b ' the ,u" , ·l\ouI'1IIb.d 1>7 the 

r-lt!h ... u . 

• eres.U .. 1t7. 11k1 t.'1.t ot all thll1€o, l ... ~ld.E<! o.:A f".r<II&d by 

tbe t18.tnt. or the unt ... roe. PO ... ~cet 1n the un1ver.e or 

tho'-'8h' h the .tlld.",. th" .. 1t .. 1 ,11"'''' of tlo~ "o,"laoJ")". 

'ros aorose t~~ no~th.r~ bor4er~, h8~ eo~e one 

.. r n.1 .!IIl7 .tuden't. or the ;'''"1n",.,. " .. I!'e KellMn 1s :'1! 

_. now a rl\1,bln1 •• l ."*'ent. Dur1ng the reoont w ... h ..... 

• ~110t 1n the ~oy~~ Oanadlan ~1r · 'oro.. ~y he becd~e a 

_bblalol1 .twl.ent ... !Ja~ 1_ h1fl ""no'P, 1- nc" told 1n t~« . 

VOrdA: ......... . 

. .. .... ... ... ... . 
VOICI-: It 1. a raot a;>, .. rent to '" .. 11. ~rowth entail. cart, care 

need ls?l •• pft'., '001. or Ifbor. It i. tr~e ot .11 t~i~ •• e .. e" 

lb. ,lu~an Bud l)ed. the •• :1I1n" .. ,.. lIbo .. n" what ;>ro .. 1d .. tho 

ea". for thebUakll 'pore, tho lm?l.~.nt. ro .. the .tudentJ. ,~ 

acbobr, th • .-;>11"1""1 ••• el,? ( " Ali ~) The 1,,,t r."Ule plot or 

the ••• d bed. the b •• t . " lU .... ted .. 1> .... 10 the ",,11'1\ oe~<l tln4. 

lt8 gre.te~t growth a~ oare and l,",l.~.nt. -.- 1~ the ~.~1n.py 

Ubr-.... ,.. 
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t"lth. But tU. 1~ "'~ltor1d. r~Qt~ 'r<i ,!lore enU,'httnlng. 

~ere are th~ f"ct~: 

'DICE"X; - ,,1: the tu .... or tH4 C~ht'll'1. ?rcfj!.~o1' Ala~/lM~r Han, 

.a1nont h1~tori~ ~n~ ~o~Qlor. ~ooK , o .. r ~ .,.tArT 
11"......,.. !!e found there 5.000 book. - J ,"" ... c'r1,1:9. 

YJICi. :z 'l'M,,.. "early SO y •• r. later, tl':cre an 1I1S .... books _ 

8.000 ru.nU8cr1"~,,, th~IP'''H.t oon.cu,... or Jc\11eh boR • 

./'It,.,ho:r. ' In thl! "orld. 

'GlC" I • And no .. the Q1I-7oar l!oN.eO~l Ke" lan W,,00\101> l.41trA1'7 

'AI.loh !'f;" .. ntly addel!. 30, , •• " ...... book. ,a·tnte<! 10 l'aleaUne 

du'r1n.: the b.t felt :reo,,1' •••• 

"ICE 2-

V0ICL I -

And tho. lehnlAh an~.011 T_1",,,<11,, Llbr.l'1 "!1~re th. ~'Cud""t 

of TalMud aalt flnd ~.t ~f the reterence books lndl.p~n."ble 

tor r~~ 7f~rk .... 

AM thF lnter-Ubl'llry Lolli! fierY!c. t),rc'''gr, ,,: .10h ])reoloue 

books haTe blton borr<> .. ed t:o<>'" thl 5 ... 1n,l'1 Library blJ t .. e 

L1brarr of' COlliH4C: .. H~1'YAr1 UniT8JoAl ty /I :'r1nce~oR_ Yale • 

.10h/l8 !ionklnQ, Un1~r'lty or '?urornl&. UnlTe :·.lt1 or rOl'OO~O, 

_Gill i1nn:l'id t)' and 'the }' eb1'e>f Un1Yerd t:; 1n Jc !'Il.t un ... 

VOICE: These are the tbat ••• ~& ot the t£ot-.. th.r~ are countl.~~ ~o:re. 

au' ruts and .'di.tio ... :re dr: "8 .",,~. "rod 1 .. Te no vaNtb. 

t~ere raete do not i;l"te a f"]'l, tljre.-41I1en.1onal tIi/OWre 01 o.n,.-
1hlt1(i; - ~!fl)to1alJ.y tho $e,.ln,ry L1bra:ry. It lI:Jua hat< .. g reot .. olll; 

1~ h & U71ng orgB,c.1d, anll 1 t l' .. ~ " heirwa...,ll1l3. to ..... lntereot 

4t0l'1. 1'h1o 18 it. otOl'j- a. tole by "1 .. ,Ann- lCl.bQl1. eda1lllltr~tl"te 

.eoretpry ot the l1br"t'Y ot t~:< " ... 191> T', •• ,toFic.l '' .• ,,,In'ry ot 

""'orlce •.. M1 .. AM& X1.la.n .•..••• ' •. 

. . ' ...... " " ...... , .... .. 
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'h. pr.ll. 1n ended, the qu<t.tlvD .~k. It •• lft 'by do 10K 

.,ral •• ' for "lI .. ; do 10" ,.r;.ha' It 1~ the «lu •• t1~tI the gardener, 

t~ tl,U.r (lr the 0011 .,.ito. H. "lo.nte the ~e.d, AAd ,,"d~. the. 

'","ut. And ",,,.n 1t 1. lX'WlutUJ,. wh.n the CII'01> h rIA-grown ""d 

_titre, he knOllS vh:or he l'r!>1Aeg·. rbh ennlng. we th& gsr:1.n.!'1I 

lOr the .sed · bH. h ..... CFU." to~ rn.1q1ne our TOloo 1n .:.ng or "re.1.e 

to? Dill' harn.t h .... bH .. rleh ln reeult.. ife ha.,. "'l~nt.d 8])11'1 t 

... c "n~ ther II, .... ;riTen ri •• to un ot 11'11'110. :;. it ....... 01 ... 0lU' 

!>~1o. 1n \hI telluia lOti;!; or Chanlll!:ah ••• 

O,U;!Cih: Ml :rati, , pd .••• 

;;110 0"" J'ehU tile thlng~ th~.t bef.U Ill' 

~ho oan oo.nt th •• , 

In every -e- a hero OJ" IP..ge, arola to our a14. 

Lhhn I In d.o.,.0·r yon, 1.1 :Xerael'. llI\Oie:';t land. 

ora .... ~.oo&be\1. 1.4 the falthtul bAAd 

And now aU x. .... el .... t ... OM arh .. 

RedOelf lh,1t thN 4 .. d and ... or1n" •••• . -----------... ... -
'lhl. h !IIII' .on~, a •• 104, 1n 1;rl.bat. to the new ."ilU or OUI' t1"e, . 

to \b~ rabhl., the .~1rttu.~ lea~.rs~ a h1~ ot ta.timQ", to . the 

new la1-1tadeN 1n Iu ... l who thl'Ough ~.1"6Ml ~ .. d alld I .. rtfl .. 

baTe helped op.ate ... 1torous ~e*nlngrul r~lth for A~erloan IlrAwt. 

'1'b.1s h a tl'1hllte t'l .'.1>';1 h.~01' .~lgn.I', & t, 8U .. onlal to 

Mr. ~a"'i~ Aron8on, p~.id.nt ot th~ Xa,matt~n ".~a~ J.w\.h C.nt.r •.•• 

The aotual , •• tleonlal 19 yet to oom.. Sut now we, the $aP4~n.r. 

of the .. ad, tbe o~.ret8ke!'J or the l1i!M, gl ... e ear the worde of 

OoOtor SlHn (I:re.nlN~, l'royo.t Dr th. S.",101r7. 

lie beed .. ell b1~ word. tor nth the", w. Will lIDre 01 •• 1'11 pere.i .... 

'lI. t:bpn"t Ught ..n4 aore ehatlt'".Uy pre.err. the ... a ..... 

(FAD); n C01)A) 
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TIlE JEWISH THEOLOGIGAl SE~\INARY Of M\ERIGA 

GO~\~\ENCE~\I:NT EXERCISES 

Satll.J~, June 7, 1947. 9:30 II. m. 

Daocftl.ureate Sermon 

R.I,bi Alter IF. LlinJea,n.n 
lit tl,e S .. blull1. Service. i,~ t1.c Scmi"ary Synagogue 

Coronation /t\ .. rel, 

SunJ.J' June 8, 194·7. 4:30 r. m. 

Gomoneneement 

Conferring or Degr'o:ea. Preacntation of 

Dirlom •• anJ Cel'ti~cllle •• A .... ..J or 
11, .. Loui. GinOlbcrg f cllowal,ir IInJ 

/t\.imoniJca Citation 

GI,arge to tl,e GraJullling Clfll". 
Rabbi Simon Greenberg 

AJ.lrc .. 
r 1'0reall01' I. I. Rabi 

AJon Oilln. 

" 



DEGREES 

HONORARY DEGREES 

Doctor Nelson Glueck Doctor Abraham A. Neuman 

LoUIS GINZBERG AWA RD 

Rabbi Abraham Schreiber 

MAIMONIDES CITATION 

Doctor Israel S. \Vechsler 

DEGREES IN COUKSI': 

Rabbi Jacob Bosniak 

DOCTOR OF HEBREW LIT&RATUR~; 

Rabbi Morris N. ](Crt1.CT Rabbi S. Joshua Kohll 

RABDINICAJ, SC H OOL 

RAOOI, T"ACII~:R AND PIlF.ACIlER 

Mordecai Cbertoff 
Marlin Douglas 
Herman Grossman 
Monford Harris 

Max Ticktin 

Jerome Kestenbaum 
Philip Kieval 
Hershel J. tfalt 
Ephraim PromoaUI11 

TEACHERS INSTITUTE 

BACHELOR 01' RELIGIOUS E[)UCATI0N 

Rosalind Gewirtz 
Hannah Dvorah Gretnberg 

Shirley Raskin 
Sally Wolfson 

SEMINARY COLLEGrr OF J EWISH STUDIES 

BACHELOR OF HEBREW LITERATURE 

Irving Gersh 
Gabriel Haiby 
Herbert Kelman 

Abraham Kreiser 
Amos Miller 
r-.hrvin S. Wienl'r 

SEM"I NAR\, SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDI ES 

(Established in Memory o( Israel Friedlaender) 

Gustave Chustek 
Shirley Douglas 

DIPLOMA 

Mollie Kleinitz 
Bella Kulak 

PRIZE AWARDS 

RABBINICAL SCHOOL 

CYRUS ADLER ScHOLARSH Ip-Gershon Cohen 

LAEMMLEIN BIJTrENWVSFR PRIZE IN BIBI.E-,Gershon Cohen 

(SRAIiI. DAVIDSON MEAIOMIAL PRIZE- Philip Kieval 

JOSEI'H ZUBOW MEMORIAl. PRIZE IN COUES - Zeliek L. Block 

LAMPORT HOMILETIC PRIZE-Herman Grossman and Howard Singer 

MORRIS GREENBERG PRIZE IN MOD~N H EBREW LlTERATVRE-
Reuben Levine and Wolfe Kelman 

Honorable krCII/ioll: Israel Scheffler and Herman Tanenbaum 

AND 

SEM I NARY COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES 

J OS~I'H BRAG I N M HIORIIIL PII IZr. 01' TliK ALUMNI ASSOCIIITION - J o~e[lh Gril icllcs 

EPHRAJ;\! SIMON GOLDBERGJ::R MJ::AIORIAL PRIZJ::-

Bella Rabiner ;\tId Shulamith Moses 

FELlX M. WAR,BU"G PIUlJ::S.- Senior Class - Hadassah Levow 
Naomi \Viener 

Sophomore Onss- Samucl Chiet 
I_ester Segal 

SVI.v I A l\fORGENLANDF..R M EMOR!IIL PRIZJ:'; - Ellen Schiff 

AJlRAfIAAI E. ROTHSTEIN MJ::MORIAL PRlzE-Shoshanah Jordan 

HOllorable Mcu/ioJ,; judith Feder 

MARVIN KIPPELMAN MIiMOR I AI. PRUI::- Tziporah Drexler 

SARA RIFKA KRASNOW PRln: - Ruchamah Altusky 

ALUMNI AWARD 

N E II E MIA H GIT ELSON MEMORi Al. PRIZE - Mrs. Bertha S. Schoolman 

SEMINARY SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 

FOR PROGR!,;SS A ND GENERAL ExCELLF;NC!'; IN STUDIES 

Firs/ Y car - Mollie Dicker 

Secolld Yeor-Selma Weinermall 

Third YC(l r - Yetta Roth 

HOI/orable Men/ioll; Ethel jaeobSOIl and Gilda Ruth Semmel 

SLAVIN ME~IORIAL PRIZE-Louis Sanders 

POLLACK PRlzE-Suskin Kresse! 
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Program 

SUNDAY, JUNE 22ND, 1947 

10 ,00 A.M. REGISTRATION 

10,30 A.M. BUSINESS SESSION 

Unterbrrg Auditorium 

) MR. SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN. Presiding 

) 

INVOCA TION-
RABBI MAX VORSPAN, 

Director of Youth Activities, 
United Synagogue of America 

AGENDA 

REPORT OF THE PRESlDENT-
MR. SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DlRECTOR­
RABBI ALBERT L GoROON 

Subjecrs for Discussion 

..- I-What is the United Synagogue's function In the Jewish Com­
munity? 

2-Expanding our layman's organization. 

,/3-5h311 we 'accept the "Plan for a Permanent ,Organization" of the 
American Jewish Conference? . 

....... 4-How shllll we {'stablish a National Publication? 
." 

5- Financing our movement, . . . ,. ,. 

1,00 P.M. LUNCHEON Dining Hall 

INVOCATION-
RABBI ABRAHAM E. MILLGRAM. 

Educational Director. United Synagogue of America 

GRACE AFTER MEAL-

RABBI ABRAHAM J. KARP 

Director. Metropolitan Council, {,Jnited Synagogue 
of America 

,. . . . . 
2, 15 P.M. AFTERNOON SESSION Unterberg Auditorium 

ADDRESS , 

"UNITY IN DIVERSITY IN THE CONSERVATI.vE 
MOVEMENT" 

DR, MORDECAI M, KAPLAN • 

Professor of Homiletics, the Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
Leader Emeritus , SocielY for the Advancement of Judaism, 

New York City 

DISCUSSION LEADER-

MR JULIAN FREEMAN, President 
Temple Beth-EI Zedeck, Indianapoli,s, Indiana 



PROGRA~I 

GONfERENCE 

on 

A UNIVERSITY Of JUDAISM 

HIE JEWISH THEOLOGIGAL SE~IINAI!Y Of MIERICA 

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUI: Of MIERICA 

".J 

THE RAllmNICAL ASSE~\IlLY 01' MIERICA 

III the Jewish TI,~ologic,,1 Seminary or ARlel'i",,, 

Nor,he-It Corner ur Bro"J ... ay and On., HundreJ and T wcntrSecolIJ Sired 

New Yor~ Gily 

November 10. 19,16 

S .. "J.,. 
HCIOI.van 16. 5707 



. Be 'it known unto you, my mastE'r and friends. that 
in these hard times none are left to lift up the standard of 
Moses and inquire into the world of the Rabbis but you. 
r am certain that you and the cities near you are contin­
ually establishing places of learning and that you are men 
of wisdom and understanding. From all other places thE' 
Torah has uttE'rfy disappcarE'd. The majority of the great 
countries arc (spiritually) dead. The minority is in ex­
tremis, whilf! three or four places are in a state of con­
valescence. '" '" '" '" It is also known unto you what perse­
cutions haue been. decreed against the Jewish populations 
of the West (of Europe). There is no help left to us but 
in you our brethren. euen the men of our kindred. Be of 
go~d courage, and let us act valiantly. for our people llnd 
for the cities of God. sinc!! !lOU are manly men amI men 
of power • .... 

EXCERPT OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY MAiMONlDES llJj­
IZ05, ADDRESSED TO THE WISE MEN OF LUNEL. 

10:30 a.m. MORNING SESSION Unterberg Auditorium 

MAXWELL ABBELL, Chairman , 
Theme: Building a Vital Judaism in America 

Invocation - RABBI MORRIS KERTZER 

Greetings - MRS. BARNETT E. KOPELMAN. President. National Women's League 
STANLEY GARTEN. President. National Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 

Addresses - RABBI ALBERT L GORDON, Executive Director, United Synagogue of America 
RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN. President, Rabbinical Assembly of America 
RABBI MAX ARZT, Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. LUNCHEON Dining Hall 

2: 15 p.m. AFTERNOON SESSION Library Reading Room 

MICHAEL A. STAVITSKY, Chairman 

Theme: Creating the University of Judaism 

Invocation - RABBI ABRAHAM SIMON 

Opening Remarks - THE HONORABLE SIMON H. RIFKIND 

Addresses - PROFESSOR SALO W. BARON. Columbia University 
. PROPESSOR MORDECAI M. KAPLAN. Jewish Theologica l Seminary of America 

Discussants - ARTHUR L DARMAN. Woonsocket, Rhode Island 
BENJ AMIN R. HARRIS. Chicago, I11inois 
BERNATH L. JACOBS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
HYMAN LANDAU, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
LoUIs STERN, Ce~arhurst. Long Island 

General Discussion 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. SUPPER Dining Hall 

8:00 p.m. EVENING SESSION Library R'eading Room 

SAMUEL S. SCHNEIERSON, Chairman 

Theme: The University of Judaism as a Factor in the 
Spiritual Regeneration of Amen'ca 

Invocation -,- RABBI AARON H. BLUMENTHAL 

Presentation of Solomon Schechter Award. on behalf of the United Synagogue of America 
to an Outstanding American Humanitarian, by SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN. President, United 
Synagogue of America 

Address - THE HONORABLE HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

Choral Selections - CHOIR OF THE STUDENTS HEBREW COUNCIL, Jewish T~eological 
Seminary of America . 

Closing Prayer-RABBI LoUIS FINKELSTEIN 



Record of Fip.p.l Exr;minations . . 
For the ye:-r eno~ng "I~Mi'1,947. 

Arr:€r . . Jew. HistC'ry __ ---__ _ Lit e-r;:: tur e __ - ___ -'-___ ---

E ible Lectl1re 
-~-'----- cUed . ire!>. Lit. __ -:-_-"-'----

. 3 ible .Text "60 Med." Jew . Philo . __ ~~---~-

M idrcsh ___ ---,--""--,---_ 

Phil. of Rel. __ -,--:-__ ~---

~duc~tion . Public Spea~:ing ________ _ 

Ta l mud _--:-~ ___ :p~""___~ __ ~_ 

Eistory 6a D • "T~1mud Lecture_~_~ ____ _ 

.Eomi.letics lh -Theology __ --------~--

Seminers: 

" . 

. , 



The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

PHY'IICAL EXAMINATION FORM I 

This blank 1s to be fUled out by a phy~1.c1a.n and sent b:v h1m 
d1rectly to the Office of the Registrar,. Jew1~h Thoolog1cal 
Sem1nary of America, 3 080 Broadway, Now York C1ty 

------------------------------------
NAME: DATE , ' ------
ADDRESS: CITY, ___ -'-_~ __ 

PHYSICi.L EXAMINATION: 

Genera.l Appearance: 

Head: 

Eros: 

Ears: 

Noso :: 

Throat: 

Nock: 
. . 
Cardi ovas euler," 

Pulmonary: 

Superf1c1al Lymph Noda., 

MUsculo-Ska letal 

Genitalia, 
Rectal: 

Gen1to-Ur1n!ll'Y' 

PHYSICIAN' _______________ _ 

ADDRESS' __ -'-___________ _ 



.' . 

PROGRAM 

GONfERENCE 

•• 
\ A UNIVERsiTY Of JUDAISM 

Co ... L.J 0,. 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SE1'\JNARY Of M\fRICA 

In Coor~r .. tion WilL 

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE Of M\ERICA ';, 

THE RAIlBINICAL ASSE~\BLY Of Al\IERICA 

NOYlrmbcr 10, 1946 
Sv.Joy 

Heal •••• 16. 5707 



" ... Be it known unto you, my master and friends. that 
in these hard times none are left to lift up the standard of 
Moses and inquire into the world of the Rabbis but you. 
T am certain that you and the cities near you are contin­
ually establishing places of learning and that you art men 
of wisdom and understanding. From all other places the 
Torah has utterly disappeared. The majority of the great 
countries are (spiritually) dead. The minority is in ex­
tremis, while three or fo.ur places are in a state of con­
valescence. " " • " It ill arso known unto you what perse­
cutions haue been decreed against the Jewish populations 
of the West (of Europe). There is no help left to us but 
in you our brethren. eUM the men of our kindred. Be of 
good courage, and let us act ua!iantly, for our people and 
(or the cities of God, since you are manly men and men 
of power . .. H 

EXCERPT OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY MAIMONIDES 1IJj. 
}lOS. ADDRESSED TO THE WISE MEN OF LUNEL.. 
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10:30 a.m. MORNING SESSION Unterberg Auditorium 

MAXWELL ABBELL. Chairman 

Theme: Building a Vital Judaism in America 

invocation - RABBI MORRIS KERTZER 

Greetings - MRS. BARNETT E. KOPELMAN. President, National Women's League 
STANLEY GARTEN, President. National Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs. 

Addresses - RABBI ALBERT I. GORDON. Executive Director, United SynagogUe of America 
RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN, President. Rabbinical Assembly of America 
RABBI MAX ARZT, Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. LUNCHEON Dining Hall 

2: 15 p.m. AFTERNOON SE'SSION Library Reading Room 

MICHAEL A. ST AVITSKY, Chairman 

Theme: Creating the University of Ju¢aism 

Invocation - RABBI ABRAHAM SIMON 

Opening Remarks - THE HONORABLE SI~ON H. RIFKIND 

Addresses - PROFESSOR SALO W. BARON. Columbia University · 
PROFESSOR MORDECAI M. KAPLAN, Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

Discussants - ARTHUR 1. DARMAN, Woonsocket. Rhode Island 
BENJAMIN R. HARRIS. Chicago. Illinois 
BERNATH L. JACOBS. Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 
HYMAN LANDAU, Wilkes· Barre. Pennsylvania 
LOUIS STERN. Cedarhurst, Long Island 

General Discussion 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p:m. SUPPER 

, 
Dining Hall 

8:00 p.m. EVENING SESSION Library Reading Room 

SAMUEL S, SCHNEIERSON. Chairman 

Theme: The University of Judaism as a Factor in the 
Spiritual Regeneration of America 

Invocation - RABBI AARON H. BLUMENTHAL 

Presentation of Solomon Schechter Award. on behalf of the United Synagogue of Amer,ica 
to an Outstanding American Humanitarian, by SAMUEL ROTHSTE,IN. President. United 
Synagogue of America 

Address - THE HONORABLE HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

Choral Selections - CHOIR OF THE STUDENTS HEBREW COUNCIL. Jewish Theological 
Seminary of Amuica 

Closing PraYl:r-RABBI LOUIS FINKELSTEIN 



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 
NOP .... · 

NEW YO~K 27. N. Y. 

August 6, 1946 

Dear Hr. Tanenbaum: 

Ent.rance exat!llnatiooo· for a<i!!l.leelon to the 
Babblnlcal Sehool · and the undergraduate Rabbinical 

. de~tment or this. Sem1narY ~111 · be held on Kondal', 
Tuesday, and .. ednesda,y ,3epterober 9th, 10th, on\'! 
11th. I should lUte to know "hether you <>xpeet to . 
take the examinations and· would sppreel"te your· 
return1n!! the. enclo$ed eard ae soon as pesolbl,,; 

. If you are planning to t$ these examinations,. 
:rou should alse · f111 ·out and retilro the snc10aed health 
record. You.' family phTslclan should 1'111 out and 
return the enclosed medieal. record • 

. Applicants forad.",laslon ",111 meet on Monday 
. eor,nlng, a.pte~ber 9th, in Room 203, on the second 
. floor of the 'Feachers ·lnst1 tute Bu1ldIng, northeast 
corner .01' .croad"ay and 12Znc. Street at 6:30 A.!.!. The · 
Bchedp1e of exam' nat10ns "Ul be. sent on to you "-8 
soon as lt 10 prepared. 

S1ncerely yours, 

lI. rl he .......... 
· ~f'DaV18 . 
~lBtrar 

, . 



FLASH; 

A' persistent rumor ~s it that the present American attitude toward 

Palestine was 5 one what influenced by the content of a confldential memorandum 

filed by the late Wendell WiG1¥ie ••••• The mEmorandum is said to comain a 

report of conversations o"n Zionism witb Dr. Louis Finke:tte in and others whO, 

severaA yea~s ago, met ~lth Mr. Wilkie at the home of Arthur Hays Sulzberger 

of the Hew Jork Times. • /I'his anti-Zionist dorument is the Bible Of the anti-

Partitionists in the U. S. government. 



0... , 

SUGGE~lll POTTlOIiS OF LP'5 Br,oKS ~o F.il..·D (iN CFJ)"n OF IDOl1l!iJ.:OE) 
\ 

1. )T he . Ja\>Js 
,!lesi the 

(ttel:r Biat,Oi'y , !Jaltuta. :Ci~" Fellg10nl 2. volnllEle. Hana rs. 
nprefetotY leUer lf xUi to xViii; "Fore'.'l ard" xxi t& .xxx1ii . . , 

1~49 

-Rete espeolall,y 1n thB AppeJidl" 29 qaesHons (pp. 1391-9?) on Judu18L' 
and 1he "'0\16 and Dll8'W8rS nhloh eppe81" -in FinkS~8teln·8 G'ln artiole 

~Alao - no\e artlale- by 'J!c'1~18teln on "The ,Je""ish Fe11g1~n' lt 6 Belie f3 a ni 
'Praot1c8S" (PPo" 1327 "to' 1389) 

2 .)Tha Pharhee a. fhe. Soo_iolng1.cal B~ok8r mnl of Tbs.lr 
~_~ '3ocie\3 of .Ad~c~ 1944; 2. vq~s 

Fa.~th; Jer.lish Ptlbl1cut-

Peai "Fore"Bard t..o First- BdiUmn" aul"Fors\'tard- t.o · S&a!lDi ~lti.QIlIT, pp. lx. to 
xuiv 

, ' ' 

-Not e Chnptar xxi. Hellenists; Ha..iideens, ,-ani Phar~e8; Vol" 2a ppo 570 ft. 

3 ,);"Jb,So SgPoler Saint ':' 8: llnr'Yr; Co,,?icl.-rrled~ Publ1s,hars. 1~36 

1.ieed. For,1 ard: ppo U ~"o :.ixlv · 

41Th! st;ernBI tfgrit b.: r':onon ;;lsbengrad. CrO"in PubU8he re; 1941 
Iiea:l .. Fortial'd 4Y iinlmlste~; vii \0 z. 

5)liJ,ate publioations Qt fhe ~nantute for Eellgicais tUn Social St.udies G 

pa rtl C111ar'l,1' 

"Units filii Dlf'terenoe in Am8710en ~tbn; Ed'nor; Co r.~ _ F..isotver 
fhlBe PathB to tbe C~on Goal bt 1_. F~nml~tein. pp 5 ·!!0 

. ;,\;~ll.Spriug~of too Jr.mertcan. Spir'!1," ; cl1i~or; , F.;. ~at:' JQQllacn 
T-be Ideal ISf F,e1im.ou~ LllJerty {A Je·."l1eh V1e..,) ~ L_., Firumlatein. pp 87 

. . " 

• 



o 

- T~~D 

{'lhls I ar.l kIiockiI16 nut t:l.G I an !,loing cl~ Sr:' mtlka dlo\Hince.,· plea36S 
for c 'mlIiUaa both. in tboaCht tim azpre:joion '- 1 

, . 
simplaat 'a·nns is- ·thu' of thB Je'"s being a Cho3sn .Peop-]a (3~e ~J'e Je-/isll pp. uu: 

'''1ha prophets ~Cpe::f tbat the' J8?;ish people, as , a. ldn..;do!3 of r riests, ':1011d. 

canaist .of iail:olZidnal aarv,l5llta ot God, ~ui -also, l1k9' ottar Croups, b9 in tctalit.v. , 

This ahoaxnnass ae . a sarvo.nt of Go:! is hls .and his people' s· oG\egorlccl 

lu;perat*V8~ (ibid-; pp. _).34...2~ ''The- people to \',han thiS 19l1's16:Ucn \iSS maie -;, 118 

Us paDp]s' of rsr~l, of which onla -8 rem.nmit uro s:.rrvivos" k.na.~n as the Je~lSl 

pGrpleo ~ : a laat thut. tre 1.'90pb ~f IaI'ti91 reoeiv.eJ. tote · l.C.i. azd hOard. th~ ' prophet-s 

does not, acoording to ~e\'iiah te EQh~ erid ow them ":. Uh ftZU . exolil81v~ pr1vl1ot:9s. 

, 

But ·it doos plece upon them fipsoicl responsibilities .... to obS3~e tt.e L8i.~, .to .' 

study it,. tD e.::;.plain it-.- ara:J: ~6 be ita unViHV8rillg e:Xpt;msnta ••• '.'t 



I 

- three 

~covul'-\'i1th this outeGo'riGal ~rl:l.ti'OO '.'9hLen. impels c oniimeUan r.t 

the cle~iBh entorpr1se 1a Me 0n3~lshln3 tbe fsot th€t.t ' Us \ls'<1s "hav.J £D£.de 

o..J t raorddnarJ Q~tri.rm'tions· to civl1utltion. "au1 that· 'iW virtue of' their' 

histolY, their ideals, SIld above all their ."anoaannasslt
, thasa oom riblltiona 

must be cant lnU3d &n.d. 'prolife rated. (the ~e\'l ish "'mission" r. 

THE .ll!:,:S tp • .xxils "In thie lihort span of titre, the untertaklDg initiated 
)- . . 

by the Patrlaroha .snd e"er13 prophets J'u;.s davalcpe,l ' t "rends in civilization. \t. l(Jh" 

it 1s ganaroil¥ ogreoli, oontain ·?ihe:tever 18 h~fUl for tb3 destiqy at mall. 

Baginri:\ng ,~ith the ~an18e of a t.:-:aclslan1o ega, t -besc trends ara p9)·h:..:pa the cb~f' 

visibl~ instruments for 1t"s attainments .... ' 

'PHS NL;..r;lO::.:m~ (1&): r~he Pharisees const ituted Ii relig10us r·rq.er of . 

. -
Il insulta' int'luenc~ 'in the hist oiy of clvilhati. on .. o-ard t hrmgb the i r lnftlilanca 

in thap~,,&rvt1t 10'.Zll!l I3lld advunce~ent ot"'leernlne, it ·has OOQCllB the oorneratone 

of rnrJ1arn alvUl.:1ctlon. (Influenoe . .tIll .:..!Uomd on p •. x1U·~ QstelieJ. in th!3 .2 voluca 6) 

••.• Pbariaees (lxl oonslderaq. them:selvae taao.hars of Iarael tl.l;,m; they 

destined to baoDllB nant DrS of rn8nk1ni~".'1 

.AKIBA (u)": !1.l.n DU! oiln g~~ratlOD. apeoh:l ·interest attaotee to ~ba &8 ens 

of the bu.ilders of oivl11z.ation.· Hie speoifio tOo.ohlflgs have., nuturull3. exerted 
,. 

t.::elr pl'ofcmi.~st . iD.nuance on the devalop~nt of Ju;lat~ ... ·}"I.e.rever J·elJiti:l . 

tr~itiona .ale ~tu(1ieu cf O~6~md • .ol5!~Q'8 decial~ .:m1 doct·rinos llra I'eoog­

n1 .. ed wIl uuthoritative. Bnt , in a vader sense, ·t1".e contOllr of .. "a stern thcught 

generwly has bse~ ·l:l ffect·ad b,y his philO$opt,.y ••• rt(p • . x; The Quretul student ~'il.11 

soon leOOBDiz6 th9 o lose ·rel?tionshlp bet\?sen Spln('zat s lImor del Int131lecutalis l:ln:l 

Jok1be's tea.chingat that \? orehip is em exptes Gion of ·lr.ve. 8nl that Btu~ i.e t L8 

highest £nrm 9£ "oramp. , .• tj 



, 
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F.AilOLD SHORE 
JE""ish ~heological Seminary of iqrlerlca 
J080 Broad·"ay 
Ne,,~ Yorlt 27, · N~ Y. 
RIverside 9-8000 

.' 

.One of Me.imonides I major "'To'rks on ancient 

Jet,Tish laT,r; ~'1hlcl'): hac;l "been lost for q:ore" th.<?n se,ve:1 cen-~uI"ies, 

has been ·6.fs~.overed through .the "researches. o'r' P'ro,fessor Saul, 

J.. .l~berman·· of the J~'tHsh TheoJ.-o~lca~ Sei:110f1.ry ,of , America, and 

. was issued' to . the sC,holarly. l;!crld yesterday (!.;lednesQa.y, Dec, 
, ' 

10) in.a He'!)re-1"! folio edition! 

The ~a!)US-~rlp~ . on l;hl~h the "publica,tion 

+8 baseq. consist .s of four 1~m6' fr.~.gmt:nt ·s from the ori51nal 

Hebre"'r tExt of :Ma.lmonide,d, liThe La'l';s of the Pe.'lestinlan" 

Talmud, .n and i~ \'ITitten in the: holograph of' the zre~.t ph,ll-

osdphef, · scientlst · and JudaIc scholar. . , 
Although .lie hcwe inherited· ·{rom Maimonicles, 

I 

who was bo·r!'). in 1135 and .a.iec( 1~ 1204, ·many. j)ublished Hor};.s of 

unEurRasse,d . Jel<f ish scholarship, t he neN manusq"ipt is ·not · In-, ' 

I 

c1uc;ed in any of them~ It is, in fac,t, the only pr eviously 

unpuhlis~ed Maimor.ides r:1anuscript ,../hich has ~ve-r been found.! 

(more) 

-.- \ ---- -. 

" 
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AccortUng' to Jewish scholars ,-rho 1jere 

informed of Professor . . Lieberman IS d.i sco;/ery beJore 'its pub-
• 

llcoCl,tlon" ,the manus'cr;ipt is ' lmr<:-luable for its eluc1dation of 

the fourth century P.D,lest1nian 'l'alf.1u0., and i)rbVid~8 th~ ~oundGst 

p0681'Olc be.sis for ' the cO:7':!}<:lrati've stud~r of the Ba'tlylonian 

and' the- Pe.l~st in ian Talwud's. -

As a scholarlj- Rchi,evement j the- at ..... 

trlbutlon . of' the mam~script 'to HEdman'ides is consic',.ered one 

of this generetion ' s _fore!!l9st events in the f ield of J el, .. ish, 

learning. I ts, lmpD.ct will, ' be felt ' not ' onl~r 'in-Je\-!i8h aC,<?de!i1'ie~ , 

but ,·merev_e:t ancient Im-.r 'ls': studied .. 

11 ~~~ '·r,.a1'~S' of the .Pnlestlnlan· Talmua.1! is, 

in , e. , s~nse , a :->re9o.ratory ,:,ork ,·.'h·ich pre~'eded }J;.aimonides·! o',:'!us 

magnum, the ul,Ii,shn e Torah~1t ", r.~ shol-.',s , f9 ~ o the first tlme , the' 
. . 

methods l,:hich Maimo'1idcs used in, ',renariri~: his mO!1Ul7!erital ' 
,~ ~' --

J.e1-,ish- stuc-.ies . . , As ' 0, 'Nork of' his y,ciu t h , It <:'.186 offers cen-
, ..---' , 

.' -' 
t .... i t h ' his later publ icfl_tions, sho,';s' hmJ the ' l)roCesses of. his 

. \ . . 
mine. C?haI1<3ed _. as hoe, grel~r older .. 

The rr:anU:scri~)t was: founo. more tha.n 20 , -
years 0:g0 in the Ccd.~o Genlzah by- Docto'r ' Sc51 omon," Schechter, l1ho 

, 
lat,e r became the ,Seminary.' s second :~resiG.ent;t. It seon " caIn~ 

-into tite l)OSsession of" the Cambrid~e Unive'rsit:.r'Llprc.ry in 
I, ' , ' , . 

, . " ' 

Engl,and l';rh?re it rerrE'.lns to this day. Uhti l 'Professor Lieberman 
. . 

its signlficunce 1·~.iS not recognized 

and :it ,·!as considered to be the ;':ork of a cont e:nl~o:tary G9ribe 

ri'l-t her them of - Mai!TIoriides himself .. 

(more) 

I 

• 
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for believ-ing thf.!.t gaimonidcs h~~.d actually ':'.-rlttcn such a 'Jork 

as uThe Laws of' the Palest iniEl.n Tn.l:rT;ud" ccns"istcd in a're­

fer'ence to' i t b~r JJi~inoriides himsi-.If i~ his IICo~7,entc·.ry on the , . 
~~ishnuh . lI .The refere.~'Ce .,.,1[':6 ~.cco.;:::~an'ied by a'lo.ng quotntion 

from the lost Nork, and it (-:as this quotr:.tion Nhich ' Profe3sor 
. . . . 

Lieberman found verb[l,tl~ ,t.n the Gen izah m~nus'cript . 

,When he concluded. from this, and .from· 

other external. und-- lnternn~ eVidence, thc.t .a ,text of 'l~rii!"~e 

lm~.:ortance hud be~n' recov.epc:l, Prof~ssor L"ieberr:w.n did not' 
I • 

kno":·), "tho.t th'e ne.nuscr~ipt i.,C'.s "nctul'.llY 1',rrltten in Yw.i!7!onldes 1 . . . \ 

OHn hand. C6nflrr!:atio.n -'of this ·rB.ot 'pas: n r ovidcrl by 1,lorl'ls . - . . . 

. Lutz~ti , rese?-rcl"). nss1.stant ri.t the Seminary Library and,D. 

.recognized expert' in the ' Mnlmonidcs' }.1olo~,ro.ph~ 

'\'fr, e r e the mo.~u~.crir:t is 'fragmentary , 
, 
Professor Liebe rr.:.an nRs reconf!t::.'uc·ted. it, ' ~_~ ith the v.id · of the 

P?le5t~nian Tcdmucl "on ·FhiCh·.it 1s bnsec', . The .. r cc·onstructeci. 

text , t .ogether l;!j\h' 'a'n .introa.uctio"n.;. as .v's.11 as notes 'and 

COffiDente.ry by Pro'fessor" Li'eberman, ma.xe up the 80 :~8.6SS of 

the ne1''' publicc..tion • . 

D,urlng his · lifet.lm·e . ~I;aisonid€:s "fas not 

only the sp irituai leader 9f nll ' the J eHi:sh co";rpunitl~-s of 

Egypt; he 'FO·S ·also per.soriD.l ;.hyaic ia~' to thctlC'. t ion-I s monarch--, 

Sultan Al fdc>.l ..... :-as ~ .. TGll·I$.s to. l7lany o.r its pr'lnc~s anq. .l)ot.ente.t.8 S •. 

Hf? is best knm·jn to .t~e· gener~l )UbliC:' ~or his HG1.lide to th'c 

P~rplexed , 11 ... one of the ~)r 'inc1pal p1].11oso2,1hlc "'·orks of the 

~·1ia.6.1e Age s ~ 

# # # 
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F.AROLD J;.. SHORE 
Je'toJ'lsD Theolqgical' Seminary of America 
3D 80 ' Broad"ay . 
Nel', York,2?.; N ~ . Y. 
Rlvers1cl.e 9-8000 ' 

, 

FOR RELEASE:: Th1JR8DAY I DECEI~EER 11 .. 
• 

r 
Picture. Capt ion 

A. 99rt ion .of the 12th cent'ury lfi,ai!!ionl:;'l.8s manuscript, 
• '.. ' • - t . • 

/I The_ La"Ts .of ,the Pale"at inlan Talmud I It ,,,h·ich Has- dlscoveied , ' . \ 
' . . 

through tne researches of- -Profd,saor .Saul Lieber8an of the 
• . ' p . • 

Je1V'ish Theolo~ical S~miJ?cj..r~r of hIller-l'cR, ~ft .er' having been 

lost tor" more the.n : seven centuries. to ::rether' 
Q .' 

10."1 th an .introduction, notes and cor:n!7lente.ry .by Professor 
. I • . 

LleOer.man, ,"':&6 issueC'!. to the-' schol.arly. l'!Orld ye\3tero.ay' 

", ("jedne'sciay, Dec'.ember ' IO) in, 2'. Hebre"r f01-10. edit.ioP.: 

# # 
,', 
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on 

JEWISH LAW 

THE R'ABBINICAL AS:SEMBL Y OF AMERICA 

"THE HALAKAH AND THE CHALLENGE OF 
MODERN LIFE" 

Tuesday, March 30, 1948 

at 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERIC"A 

3080 ~Iroadway 

New York City 



PROGRAM 

MORNING SESSION' 

RABBI ISRAEL M. GOLDMAN, presiding 

.10 :00 A.M. "The Principles of Change in Jewish Law" 

RABBI JACOB AGUS 

10:30 A.M. DISCUSS ION 

II :00 A.M. "Reconstruction and Relief in Jewish Law" 

RABBI LOUIS M. EpSTEIN 

I I :30 A.M. -DISCUSSION 

AFTERNOON SESSION' 

RABBI BERNARD SEGA L, presiding 

2:00 P.M. " T owards a Philosophy of Jewish Law" 

RABBI BOAZ COHEN 

2: 3 0 P.M. DISCUSSION 

· Session will be held in Confertna Room, Ground .Floor. LibrHY Building. 
PleaSl tn tu through Dormitory B uilding. 

4:00 P.M. "The Role of Jewish Law in Contemporary 
Jewish Life" 

RABBI IRA EISENSTEIN 

4:30 P .M. DISCUSS ION 

6:00·6 :30 P.M. MI NHA AND MAARIB SERVICES 

DINNER SESSION' 

RABBI ROBERT GORDIS, presiding 

6:30 P.M. P ROFESSOR MORDECAI MARGALIOTH 

· 11'1" nOil" 11",jpn nJ"O:l npmnn · 

8:45 P .M. DiSCUSSION 

+This session will be conduued in Hebrew and will be hfld in the Seminuy 
Dining H~lL 
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Jewish Theological SerninRry of Anerlca 
3080 ·Broi<d';lay 
New' York City #27 
RIverside 9- 8000 June 6-, 1947 

Docto;r r'o I. Re.bl, Nobel pri zewinner a"nd Professor of 
' . . 

Physics at Columbia Universl ty J spei:,klng at ' bO!!l_El~ncement exercises . , 

of the Je,.,rish TheologicG'~ Seminary 'of America, on J,une 8, p1redicted 

th;:;o..t Einstei.n'ls ."ihf;!ory .of rel,?.t l vlty n ~n a fe, .. genl:rations ~1ill be as 

fa;71~_li2_r' t o' the I!1.?:.n' in the 'street fl.S NeloJ'ton I s lal'Ts. (of grAvi tatlon) 

. are"nol:l. ff 

sn c.. pas s -x .' :" .... i ~.Tl th ' .... . c·l. I:,;; af:11.r.c .. I" ons . ,~ • LIDL~ 

I 
·The Nooel- p::."iz€1dnner 

grf:des "n Dr. P.2bi said . 

cfllled (or 'unabate~' scientific re-

nThe 'hum~n 

, 
race is €Bb.e,rked. on ::t ses.rch for knOt-.rl Beige frolJ i'Ihien there ~ s- no 

retrea t,ll . he s ·a.id. "Vie 8.1ready kno'· .. · so !!lUch it is ·dangerqus not . to 

Ii":8.n was throh'n out of the Ge.rden of Eden he eE-

b?rked ap .?i search for. l:r:c\;Tl~d.ge . .me. only t~u."ough that continuing 

search cc:nhe. hope t.o canst:ruct anotlie·r good I1fe . II 

Nine gr2duati~g students of the Semin2ry l s ·~~bbinica1 School 

... ·:ere oi-ds.ined e.s 'Irabbis, te!"">,cners Md preachers in ~sre.'el" at the ~ 

co:r,r.i;en ceeen-t' exercises in .. t .he Se!!1in pJ'y.'QuRdrangle, Eroadt,fay ?Jld 

122nd . Str.eet, y"~sterday 2.fternoon. Fourte,en f?tudents of tr..,e Ser.:iin.?,rY' 

Tee.chers Ir:st1tut·e and Se:t:in?!'y .9011ege, and of the -8 em ine.ry School 

of Jei·:ish Studies "\-'.'are also g·radua ted . · Degrees of Doctor of Hebrew, 

Lit.erRture in course we re c onferred ·on Rabbi Je.~ob,Bosnia.k, Ocean 

Park"ls.y Je-;.;l sh Cen1;er, Brooklyn; R2:bbi ~~orris N .. Kertzer, asscci~te · 



-----. 

. , 

, . 

Sc;:;~_h<::.ry Ccr.li!:encement 2 

re.bbl of the Park Avenue 'byne.gogue 'in HeN. York -.J J and 

F.abbi S. Joshua Kahn) Congr~gation Adath.Israel, Trenton, 

.F.J. An a.ud1ence of' 700 attimded the ceremor-les. 

Dr • . simon Greenoerg, Pro-Jost ' of the Semi-nary , stid 

in his charge to the gra.du8.tes that t he ne't11y-orda ined 

rC'.bbis n9"d set their ' ~earts upon- "a t e.sk 't-!hose difficulty 

is m8.tched,~~ly by its nobility. I! 
, . 

lI:rhe' !Jaterlal-""\-:l th which you are to l.~'or}:J 11 he said, 

rtis the' hUP-ian mind -and so"t.~l , the [!lost e·l ,us iv6 A.nd untr<:"c-

t1?ble substarlce in\ a l l of our. experHmce ••. Sut you ':fill , 
ij;evi tably be dr~';.toffi in to . the i111der a r ea of human concern J 

for you 'dill not be able to escape the .concluslcm 

ti"2.at the bur dens c.:nd sorrOl--,rs which 2.ppc:?r -to be unlql).ely 

Jei:",rish a re lnterlccked 'wi t ho the confusion of e. \,,}";ole gene-

c~nferred -honorc:;.ry o.egr;.es . on Dr. Nels~n A .• Glueck, 

recently named presio.ent · of h"6brctv· Union College, Cin-

cinr!!\.ti, "mo Dr . Atreharn A. :lJeLunan', p!"'es ident of .Dropsie 

College , Philo?_delphla. Rabbi AbrC:.han Schre~be rJ­

Palestinisn schole.r, rec'eived in absentia tlie Louis 

Gir.zberg Fel1o~"lship .• 

The Ma.l :::onldes ~1 tatlon waS confe.rred on Dr. Is'rael 

S. Wechsle r, assoclc:te p rofcsf:or of neurol?gy a t Columbla.· 

Uni vers t ty. 'Ih~ a t-ie.rd J nar!1ed in henor cf Moses ben Bal­

c:on, the great Spe.nlsh~J·ewlsh · ·doct0r. and philosopher of 

mec11ev al ti:Jes , is [ iven to lisen ' of scienc-e yrho , tn .ou r' 

,ti!"{,e reflect the c08bi!l2tlon of scie::nce and f a l th "t.'rhich 

VIaS so inportEnt an .~ SPE.ct of 1-12ir::onldes I Oim t.:ark • \I 



CK!;i\GE T'O GR".DUATES 
DE i TV.·~~r- · QV . , "-, _ ..... ;-..c,_ .... _ . 

DR. Sn~O~J GRE'E:NEE:: ... G, PHOVO IT J 

AT QONl:ENCE:·:ENT EXE? :; :L t~r S 0::' -TH". ; JE\1ISH 
T~EOLOGICAL SEEINAm: OF h;" E.HICA , SU:iDAI ', JUN;;; 8 , 1947 . 

Doctor Fln..'lI:elstein, .a::err:.bers of the g raduat+.1r.,; classes of ·the 

Rabb ln1-cal School - and t he Teachers Instl.tut.:. : 

One of tpe most unfo-rtuna t e c onsequences of the fact that 

we have lived '· ... itrJ ,'Tar or in its .sr.ado'tol, for m')re than three 

decades 1s the f~ct 'our thinking all too often \rres-lstlb1y t"sJ-;:es 

" on a m.l11 t .s.ry pattern. Thus, frow the moment Do~·tot- Finkelstein 

asked. me t o pa~tlclpate in these exe rcises by del~verlng a 

"c11ar ge ' to the graduates 'l I at' once equated my t asK with t!'lat of 

t he officer 1:,.ho. 1s cal-led upon to " b r le f ll t he men p 3:."ore se'ttlng 

O\l t on the assigned, ml11tary "lqslon. 

Th i"s mil i tary .terrr. IIbriefing ll to/hleh h as become Ihlrt of our , 

daily speech as a result of the la.~t l',e.r," ha s, at l .ea::..t one gr·ec:.t 
" 

advantc"'.f,e.~. l ,t unmistakably )olnts to ubr6vity" as th.e ¢;!:·tt:·r 

v ·irtue of any la.st minute charge to ' ~'raduat e s or any otht r group_ 

And s ince all . r eligious teachlngs instruct us at · all ti i"neg to 
. . . \ 

. extract tne .sH,e et from th.6'bltter, I . hope -the.t in this ii\st,anc'e 

th~ asS-oc.lB.t i ori of a Char6,B to graQ~ates of , a t heolog ical 5ci ';001 

, Vlth military p ractice will at lea st r e sult ln the s"leet vtrtue 

of brevity. 

,It ls, of oourse ', easy enough to cast our t h i J"lk i ng . about 

the so exerC l~&s into t r.e mi litary ~old. Probably eVery grr~uate , 

inde ed every youn~: person thinks of himself a t one t ii"!lC or 
" , , 

anoth€,r ,as ~ soldier about to go into battle. The universality 



of reaction !i'r0veS the.~ tfl~!'e 1s a substantial element of truth. 

in the.t analogy. The difference b6t~.~een one y.oung pe ~son and 

another, bet'~:,'een one group of gr?duat e. s a nd a:t0thEr , conS1~'tl? in 

this: HO"f 1s t he enemy conceiveo.., and h"hat · are the weaT).ons p.eemed. 
~ . , ~'. 

most effective for achievin5" victory? The r c-search sej,entist 

setting out to do battle 'J,rith 'cance r or tuberculosis, the sculptor 

facing t he challenge of an amorphous mas s of marble, the eng.ineer 

faci ne a broad arid deep stream which is to be -bridged , all are 

preparing for conflict. But eeo.eh one IS opponent is different" 

·Ar..d though tteir equipment may have ,much in common, coS.eh one 

must have instruments €:spec,"ally suitable for his aim unique 

purposes. 
I 

You , the members of t heee ' ~racluc-tl!16 'classes 1·rho are n01-1 

about to ent er u "',(m your· careers .as Ilt\bb is, Teachers, ~;1d 

Preachers i n Is-re.el, have set y.our he8.rts upon a tasl~ ~rhose 

dj..fflculty is matched only by its nobility.. The o1? j ect u ;)on 

1orl'":.icn you SC ek to le.;.ve a vis ible t"J.nd lasting ir.lprint i s not 

like, t2.n6ib1 e m~Tbl~ , or easily identified physical q.ise 2.se.. The ' 

. ma.terial ~:J lth ;:.;lj ich yOU" ~. re to t;'orl~ is ' the . humar. mi nd and soul , 

th~ most . elu sive and. untl;'actcible subste.nce in all of ~ our 

.experiGnce. Your most direct· concern will be ... ·!ith J e"IJiS ";ho more 

than any otl1ej,:' group in our day, have been humiliated and hurt, 

a.nd. ",.rhoS G he8.rts and mind/? c:>.re subjected t~ a pyr~ad of conflict-
\ ..... '. . 

ing pulls o.nd l') ressurcs. But you, 1.;ill i nev itably b e dralm into 

the l--'i~lcr e.rea of human concern fOl"' you "rill not, be able to 

escape the conclusion t hat the burdens and SOrrQl.·TS ,-,Thieh a;; l)6ar-

to be uniquely J el''',ish arc interlocked w'ith the confUSion of 
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a 'Thole sen~'ratil')n of mank~nd "'!pose soul has oeen deepl~ .. w.9lJpded 

a.nd· trag1cally confused. 

And it wj.ll be your task somehow to come to .t5' rips "t'i.itb eoulA 

v:rithin;' In_ spiritual anQ. ethical v2..cillation and \'!~t.h minds 

distraught by intellectua~ perplcx.ity. You are to be tire,lese. in 

your ex€:rtl(;ms to 6ive direction, form 2.t:lCi character to .c.olorlesa., 

contentless human lives strugglirlg on the brink of menta.l and. 

moral disinte6ratlon. 

And in all wlHch you do you ."1,111 never ha.ve a measuring rpd 

l-lb.ereby to determine the extent of your effjSctiveness, r..rid never 

ha.ve the cert.9.inty that 1,;ha.t . you hav-E' achieved today 1'.fiL! .. not "be 

undone by some op)oslng force: tomorrol;. So' that you "!tlill your-

self be dally bes~t by the gna~"ir;,; que'stion - Am I.t.reading ,;rater?-

Am I .en;·.:!6ed in the childts pastime of building sand-castles on the 

ocean's be<?.ch? 

If then t'le ETC, not to fall prey to the' mental a,nd spiritual 

confusion of our generation , if vre are not to ·c.ondemn ou!.~selves 

. as failures or adjudge 'our tasi-;: as futile, "tITe must be 6ver 

vigilant the.t our equipment for 'our tasl{. be adequate and read.ily 

avv.i12.ble. The training ·8.nd instructl,-:,n l-ih ich you :received 

"I.~rithin 'these P?lls 1',re1'8 not intended to supply you '"iJith all of 

your ne ed s for the rest of yovr l .ong journey. Their primary 

interest \·ri?,s to enable you. to r eplenish your resources yoursc lv68, 
.. . 

to ' teach you he"!;.' you you'rselves ma:/ utilize . the inexhaustlbl.e 

spiritual riches stored u~~· in tile tr(;asurs house o"f Isrr:-.el 1 s 

cultural heritage, o.nd the cultural heritage of all manl-;:ind. 

The ultimate valUe of 'Fhat you find in the mighty spiritual 



and ,cul'turc,l 'g'ranarles of Israeli S or mankirid,l.s past depends 

upon the resqurceS which these 1'!111 call forth out of your 

, o,,:n heart ana, soul. The Torah, the teachings , of the RabbiS, the 

\o,rlsdom of mankind 1 s sa.,int ,s and 'SReeS are l'lasted if they do not 

help one to fashion !1imself into th'e kind C?f. a hUman bein!?; 

described by Rabbj,. ,Neir --' "A m8.n l1he is a friend ', who 1s beloved, 

, . ",.,ho IOV8S Gore' and loves God IS crentur€s, -l'Tho is. clothed' in 

-. meekness and reverence, Nho j,s Just, pious, . upright [l,nd faithfuJ!~ 

Su'ch persomi:l character is your c~ie'f equ1pment r,or s~ccess 

1n your lifcl,s lV'ork. Wit~1oUt. it. any success you achieve, is 
. . 

vitiated at the core. ':'lith it your life cannot poselbly be a 

failure. 

It is- only, as you succeed in your s~rugg~e vtth your Oivn 

r:e3,rt ~n6. soul that yo~ will be able to deve'lop a deepening 

faith ih :the wor-thl'lhlleness 'of your larger entcrpris~. 
. . ' 

You s-r·L .~uld drl;!.\v strength also f'rom the convict ion that the 

\-;ork to N"hich you ,a~e ~edic2.ting your live's .is .of prtme.ry 

lmport2nce to the l"1elfare of mankind • . • 4.t this late hour 'one 

need no lon[:;€:r bel e,bor the obvious · truth that lI.lan l s future upon 

th;is earth dep'cnds not u pcn a : furthe r f1p~llcat;on to life of the 
. , 

skills do;;-v c loped by scienc,e and indust'ry bu't of the truths first 

pronounced at Sinai and most ,ful,ly cultivated in our re'1.igious 

tradfticih. No man can do a!1ything: mote important in this 1wrld 

than to h~,lp other. men to "be d ecent, ~pright, humble, - ant?- lovers 

of God ' and of mqn~ind. 

Because ,'our task is the 'most dHficult, it still remains' to 

be performed. It .is 'only the fool ",ho boasts his supc'r!crity 
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because he. aecen6..ed a hill . top while another failed to scale the 

Hirr.alaye.s. We B.re a~terr.ptl!",g to imprt::ss upon. '(,.ur 1.ifE; upon this 

e£'.rth the pattern 01' eternit~· and the ~ta:mp of ·truth • . To. further 

such 's. goal even. by one iota, ls to haye lived on the hlgh~st· 

level of coura3d, ~"'isdor:1, and user.ulness. 
c . 

B~ce_usc the qu~lcs of A. Rabbi -and Tea.cher require ' him s.p 

. freq~ently to 'u.se hi.s pm"ers of speech, I c~t.not resist the • 
• 

temptD-tlon to rema.rk but brlefl~' u;.~on them.· Oratory has b een 

often F.nd. soundly berB.ted El.nd usually by people 1'J[IO 

take ,lie,ups in "'ihich to do it. In 1866 Cariyle in delive11 1ng his 

address l\Then elected rector of Edlnburough ~nlverslty rcmnrl-:.ed: ', 

'tIt seems to' me the finest nations of the' world - · the Eno: lish 
" 

and the .Amcr.icnn - arc ZOing al-iay into ~·;ind o?nd tongue.,-II ~nd ti1.'en 

proceeded to add an hour 18 lJorth of more II Nind B.nd 'tone;ue". 

Or~.tory is among your .Dest Cl.nd most potent ';.rea.ponn and our 

tradition calls u?;cn u's to usc: it vigorously, 

spf_re not your voice 

REI_is,:; it loud as a trumpe~' 

For Zion 1 s sake I shall not be 

And for Jerusalem',s sake I shall not 'be Sllent." 

Nevel.~thl;:less. it 1s vorth not1:ng th~t if our use of, sp e ec'h is 

to be justified it must have a.t least tl..sO qualities assoc j,c.ted 

it ·, It must be , 
11 .speech lns tructed by knOl-l1e?-ge, '~'lsdom .:>.ncl lqve r so that 

it might bring" healing!!. 

And it must be speech not for se·lf-glorlflctl.tlon but devoted 

.to the rectification of social evils and to 'the healing of the· 
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wounds of Israel. 

sut J regRrdless of no't-l noble the purpose of oratory may be 

unless it is b e.lnnced in our lives by periods of sllence - by 

prayer, ,meditation and study, it 1s bound to become but empty 

v!lr:d and nois e . Carlyie "" '·'.s· r.ight in his opinion that II silence , . 

1s the etern.!T duty .of a man. He cannot got to any real under­

stpnding 0f 1-.hat is complex ,and pertinent to his· interBsts 'tr.rith­

out maintgining -.silence u (e.t least occaslonnlly). 

You will note thnt I h,~we avoided listing in these brief 

remarks the spec 1f1c things ,·!hlch have to be done 1n our 

genere.tion, the m~,tte rs 1:1hlch daily fill tr_G. columns of au::"" 

ne1·~spe_pers. I am not unconscious of them. But I know hOl<T 

deeply concerned all of you B.re 'Hith Sp.ving the remnants of our 

brethr;m in ~urope, 1'!1th the up-oul1c. ing of the Yishuv in Eretz 

Yisroe1, Flth· the crcCl.tion of an , increas ingly democratic and 

'happy Amcrice. nnd tiith the estnolishrnent of a functioning 

United Natia:ns" To thc$c tasI!:s I am sure; you 1,ri11 give your­

selves unstintingly \1ith all the fervor 'o f your youthful faith 

and e~thusinsm. 

Thos e of us '.·'ho h.G.~le praccied you b~' some fei'; years in 

v.:'..ll'".i!f;tho pnth tt"rD.t you a:!:'c nm'r e.bout. to tread, knNT that 

there 8.1'8 times when the steps of the bravest and sur~st RffiOn€;st 

ste.nd.ing th~ truth of the prop'het s I aS5uranc.e ll th2.t r en;::;wal of 

H~nceJ as l're l:~·c- .tch you step .for.th upon t he path of sd--vice 

to God, to Israel and to mnnklnd, our hearts join 'You 'in 

~ prayer - th8.t you may n evar ~" aver in your faith' in the rea.lity , 
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the 30od.ness, an,d the jUstic'e of God. That y-ou ma.y ever find 

1~ our Torcll inapir~.tl r:-·n .and. guidance in 'your :"iv€s - 'and that 

ther8 maY'be .fl11fl11ed in you the 'Nards of our -Bible, 

' ll'I'hat th6s~ 1-lho tcac.h and prep.en sh'all prospor and all ' 

blessings of all t:iat 1s good. snnll come u],Jon tl'"!em. II 

( 



~ lewi ah Tbeolop;ical Se.cW:iary ot AlIIeric\l. -'. 
3080 Brcahlly 
Yew York 01 ty 
RIver.lde II-aooo FOR llllL}:A.l7. 03aturday • JI1II$ ?tII. 

, Camlenoe&mt exercises ot the .ewish TheologloeJ. , ~eclne.r;y ot 

Merlcll 1I1ll take plaoe on SWl4a;y June &tho at 4:30 ? iJ. in the 

:;e;ninal';y que4ransJ,e Broad",.,. l22nd :.tr88t, it WB~ &IU1oUllcement yesUr-o 

da;y. 

Ce:rsOll n. COhen ot 4802 12th ;'Tt<llue. Brookl~. will reeeive the 

CyrWJ Adler Award a. the "",st out.st<in4inC stuuot.t entering the senior 

class ' ot the ' Rabbinioal ·.;ChOol ot the :;em1L~. I'~ .1."-'(' • ... , , 1'<-. 

Zeliolc L. Bloolt, li04 Grand ;,t1'eet. !t:anhattan a'" f}ll haHn" student, 

will reoetT. the Joseph Zuber. l.!e!llorial Prize for ~ >:eat ,,'Ork 1n COdes, 

the study ot eyst_tlo"u,,-ul':me;ed prece::ts from tl!" ':'''l.::lud. 

Thl.s mor.nlr.g Rabbi Alter F. tandeSDlll ot the Hebrew 1dUoatlon 

Zoolet;y ot Brookl;rn ,,111 d\lllTu the baccnlaurellte sumon 1n the 

'Smainary a;rn_gogue, 531;'5 ', est 12;;r4 ::;t;reet (11%30 iI. • .:.1. 
/ 

.. t the exaro1eee in the ,:JaLli;,',r,. quadrangle on Cunda1 (4:30 I-.lI.l 
/ ' , 

Dr. 1. 1. ;;"b1, 41atingul.ahed ph.'llcist and i;obal ?rize wiMer, 'ill 

del!'Ter the oO!",,!encement .ddre~". ' ,:s . bl ;roGe, 'h l;j,ller or congresotion 
. . .-

Jhaol'e ~rah. 1:rootlyn. will deliver ti le 1nvooat,lUL a.:.d Dr. :',imon 

Creenberg. p:'O'I108t of the ;,emil:.ary. 'h1ll deliver the Charge to tha 

6l'Gduct.ee. 

"tha!; prizes to be a,"~.d"d at. tte exeroises tU's: , "aa~ort 

BPDl1iet.1CG 2r1z ... -1~ow8rd D. SJ.1li;al' of 1307 Collesa .War.ue, tile :"ronx, 

and nefuan ~. c.rooar.aD. ot 2{oxburY, :.ass • 

. l.!orris Gl'8eDberg Prilll& in :,:oderli HebrLl'! l.1tore.ture--l:euba!l. :&. 



• 

leTir.e, d lilade1ph1a. and :,,,11'. Xelmn. J07lQnto. Canada, . 

.. Uh honorable _nt1on to larael ZOhettler, 10011 Lincoln fl.ace. 

BrQOkl)'n, and liemao 1annenbaum, Balt1JDore. l :d. 

,.1 



The Responsibilities 

Of The J e1wish Laity 

Addre&. by 

THE HONORABLE S][MON H. lIIFKIND 
Judge of the 'UnUed Statu District Court, Southern 
Distrlct of New York, V/ce·Gholrmon of .he Board of 
Directors of the Seminary; and former adoiser on 
1ewlsh AU(drs to General Dwight D. Ebenhower in 

.he European Thea"er of Operatlcns 

on the occasion of 
the Convocation OpeniJJlg the Academic Year 

5710 1941).1950 
of 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA. 

on Septembe'r 17. 1949 



, 
,:; ·i~ . 
;.~:~,'~.' 

;. ~ 

U
· roN this occasion when The ;Jewish Theological Sem­

inary solemnly and ceremonially installs its officers. 

I believe it is .6tting that we consider the position 
of lay leadership in Jewish liJfe and especially in Jewish 
religi.ous ijfe In America. For that reason I bave taken as 
the subject matter of my remub "Responsibilities of the 

Jewish Laity." Of course, the words "Jewish Laity" are in 
a ~e self..contradictory. Jewish traditiOD knows no such 
classification as that of clergy and laity. As far as ( have 
been able to discover tho J~'" Dever had a word for it . 

. f:Il One wou1d suppose that a civilization as old as the Jews 
would have a well defined. Uenerally recognized line of 
demarcation setting off the province of tno rabbinate from 
that of the rest of the community. After aU the rabbinate is 
a hoary institution in Jewish life. Sun:ly we would imagine 

that in the course of the millennia of our history the boun­
dary between professional rabbi and lay public bas been 
staked out. We know, of cour.le. that much younger insti­
tutions show a sharp line of ,cleavage between their pro.­
fessional and lay participants. In our oourt:I of law the 
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separation between the professional judge and the lay jury 
is sharply defined. In other religions there is an aclmowl· 
edged and unbridgeable chasm between clergy and laity. 
Ind~, J think that it is from our Cluistian neighbors that 
we have botTowed the phrase. 

GJ It is a useful and convenient phrase, ~ handy tool for 
distinguishing between the professiotlal and the non-profes. 
sional participant in every important calling. Why, then, has 

not Jewish tradition made the distinction? [ venture to sug­
gest that the omission is not the product of accident. Scrip­

ture, we know, emphasizes the very contrary. the absence 
of such a distinction. The Jews were a "Kingdom of priests 
and a holy people." Ideally, all the Jews were conceived 
of as professionals. For a long time that ideal was substan­

tially realized in practice. When the active priesthood 
vanished and religious life took on its modem appearance, 
Judaism in the Diaspora became a learned pursuit to which 
a multitude of followers gave lifelong and supreme devo­
tion. That, by modem deSnition, is what we mean by a 
profession. In Jewish communities throughout the ages we 

had a vast number of learned men who pursued and lived 

Judaism with the single minded devotion and zeal of the 

profeSSional although they derived no livelihood therefrom. 

The rabbi was one scholar among scholars; one learned 

man among his peers. No wonder the Jews never invented 
a word for laity; but they did invent and used a h05t: of 

words for a classi.6cation which interested them and which 

2 

they regarded as important. They diH'erentiated sharply and 
Vividly between the learned and the ignorant. 

q The consequences of this circumstance upon JeWish life 
Wltil relatively very modem times were of tremendous sig­
nificance. It meant that the rabbis. unlike the functionaries 
of other religiOUS organizations, . did not have a monopoly 
upon religiOUS truth. They had power derived from knowl­
edge which, of necessity. they shared with the learned lay­
men who were their neighbors. They labored beforo an 
audience competent to judge them. differ with them and 

collaborate with them. They were like poets reciting their 
lines to ~ audience of poets. Because of that fact the 
synagogue never became a hierarchical church. Because 
of it the Jewish community never became a theocracy. It 
~ the wide distribution of learning and lmowledge which 
sustained democracy in Jewish communal life. Out of that 
equal and respected association of rabbis. scholars. and 
learned men of affairs Jewish life evolved coherently, made 
jts successful adjusbnents to the environment and insured 
the survival of Jews and Judaism. 

q One problem runs like a continuous thread throughout 
our history of the past 2,000 years: how to preserve J~daism 
in a non-Jewish environment. Because the environment 
interpenetrates the Jewish commUnity more thoroughly and 
pervaSively than it did before the Emancipation, the prob­
lem has become mOro diflicult-:- but still not insoluble. 

CJ A short Itory. which J tell with Dr. Greenberg's pennia. 
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sian, illustrates my point. Once UpOD a time an Italian, a 
Spaniard and a Jew were watching the waters of the Medi~ 
terranean from the shores of Tripoli. They were engaged 
in idJe speculation over this problem: what wou1d they do 
if the waters of that inland sea were to rise and cover all 
the continents which enclose it. Said the ]talian, "1 would 
conswne another bottle of wine so that my last hour would 
be as joyful as possible." "I would do otherwise," said the 

Spaniard. "I would devote the llnal hour to prayer so as 
to win salvation for my soul." "And I," said the Jew, "would 
learn to live under water." 

IJ Our ancestors did leam to live under water - in an 
unnatural, hostile environment. 

II) Surely we ought to master the art of living in 8. non­

hostile, in a neutral, if not cordial, environment. 

a) The route our fathers followed was the democratization 

of learning. 

q I believe it is needless for me to prove the obvious, that 
Jewish life in America has veered away from that route. 
Of the fonns of democracy in the synagogue we see much 

more than our medieval ancestors ever dreamed about. Every­
proposition, whether momentous or trivial, is put to the 
vote of the congregation. But what of the essence of dem~ 
racy, what of the mowing participation in the practical 
and spiritual life of the community? That seems to have 

escaped w. It has escaped us because in the average Jew~ 
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.ish community the rabbi is, to aU intents and purposes, 
the sole repository of Jewish tradition, learning and law. 
There are few in his congregation prepared to contest his 
view if they are in disagreement, few equipped to coUabo­

rate with him when they are in agreement. When the rabbi 
speaks to such an audience he necessarily speaks like an 
oracle because the audience is incapable of passing profes­
sional judgment. By default of the lay community, the rabbi 
is acquiring a monopoly upon religiOUS knowledge. Such 
monopoly invariably leads to unchecked power. Unchecked 
power derived from the private possession of special know}· 
edge is a,s unwholesome and dangerous as absolute power 
derived from any source. The Englishmen who fought for 
Magna Carta were right wben they exacted from their 
King a promise to apply the law of the land which tradi. 
tion had made their common possession. And Moses spoke 
with Divine concern for the freedom of future generations 
when he fonnulated as one of his prime commandments 
that we shall diJjgently teach the Torah to our children so 

that it may be the common possession of all the people. 

q To me it seems inevitable that should the synagogue 

long continue as an institution in which a learned rabbi 

ministers to an uninstructed laity, it will cease to be a syna­

gogue and become a church. When that happens Judaism 

will Dot wear the face it has worn these thousands of years. 

a) It is not my purpose to recite a jeremiad. My object is 

to call attention to the danger of the present trend, to 

s 



awaken our lay Jeaders to their responsibility and thus to 
help restore Judaism to its historic road. That it can be 
done I have no doubt. History is replete with examples of 
such recurrent revivals in Jewish life. 

aJ The indispensable prerequisite is that the lay leadership 
shaH come to recognize its responsibility. That responsibil­
ity extends in several directions. F'ir~t, lay leadership must 
undertake to see to it that the laity generally is better in­
formed, that the laity develop habits of learning. That, I 
believe. is the central tenet of Jewish life. I do not meaD 

that such learning need be circumscribed by the boun­
daries of the sacred literature in which 17th century Jewry 
was engrossed. If I grasp the significance o~ Judaism clearly 
it is not the knowledge of truth, but the quest and search 
for truth which is the abiding principle of the Jewish way 
of life. 

g Second, Jewish lay leaders should in their own personal 
lives strive to exemplify standards of conduct which we can 
proudly call Jewish. I am not now referring to matters of 
ritual, although they, too, playa role in the beauty, dignity 
and spirituality of Jewish life. I mean specl6catly that they 
ought to exert themselves so to order their ordinary affairs 
as to make it evident that they regard the ennoblement of 
the human personality as their principal aim, that they dif­
ferentiate good from evil and have the character to prefer 
the good, that they exhibit courage in adversity, steadfast­
ness in danger, humility when in power, manliness under 

,{:i'< 
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oppression, magnanimity to friend and enemy, and integrity 
at all times; in summary, that they pursue their ideals not 
because they are profitable, not when they are pro8table, 
but pursue them relentlessly even when they involve pain 
and travail. 

g In other words, I regard it as one of the obligations of 
Jay leadership that they constitute themselves visible exem­
plars of how estimable life can be when enhanced and 
exalted by the application of Jewish traditional values. 
Manifestly, that is a task: which the rabbi cannot perform 

for us. The rabbi's superior scholarship and more prolonged 
application may help us re-interpret Jewish tradition in 
modem terms, but the day to day task: of living in the pat­
tern of the high ideals of that tradition cannot be delegated, 
~ot be performed for us by proxy. 

q The direct consequence of the discharge of this responsi~ 
bilily would. of course, be felt in each of our own lives. 
The indirect consequences would also be enormous, for the 
warranted increase in our own self-esteem would inevitably 
bring an increase in the esteem in which we are held by 
others. Membership in the Jewish community would be­
come a badge of honor. To be known as a Jew would 
amount to recognition as the holder of a patent of nobility. 
I can thinlc of no more precious heritage to leave to oW' 
children. 

g Sometimes, in an idle moment, I wonder whether we 

have wisely budgeted the time, talent, money and eHort 
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which now go into Jewish activities. I wonder whether a 
more substantial proportion of this activity ought not be 
directed toward the affirmation of Jewish life and vaJues, 
toward the improvement of our common American life -by 
the catalytic eHect of Jewish ideas, toward its enrichment 
with Jewisb idealism, so that the Jewish commun.i.ty might 
indeed be, and be seen as, a blesSing to the American peo_ 
ple. I think the answer is yes. I know that Judaism bids 
us wager our salvation 00 the assumption that the answer 
is yes. And I am sure that the execution of such an enter­
prise is not a rabbinical task but an undertaking for laymen. 

q The third step in the discharge of the responsibility of 
the Jewish laity is that it resume the initiative. Axe we not 
expecting too much of our rabbis when we look to tJ)em 
for deep scholarship and reBection and at the same time 
expect them to be dynamos of civic action. energizing and 
activating the community? Generally speaking. we rarely 
Gnd the two capacities united in a single individuaJ. I am 
convinced that in the field of action the laymen ought to 
assume the initiative and develop the necessary staying 
power. The laymen must create and sustain those Institu­
tions without which nothing of what I have spoken can 
materialize. Putting Srst things first, I say that the primary 
task calling for attention is the expansion and perfection of 

our educational institutions. In Jewish life they command 

top priority. They represent the indispensable condition to 

all other improvements in our communal life. 
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II We need a tenfold increase in the number of our rabbis, 
a hundredfold increase in the number of our teachers. We 
ought to mobilize the hundreds and thousands of brilliant 
young women in our colleges and universities for careers 
in Jewish teaching and inCidentally in Jewish homemaking. 
We have hardly begun to scratch the surface in providing 
continuous life-long education for our adults. Without it, 

Judaism may became an empty ritual. No community of 
Jews, no matter how small or big. ought to be without its 
adult classroom. without some assembly devoted to the 
contemplation of the things that really matter. In this great 
Seminary, in this University of Judaism where scholars 
abide, ~ have the nucleus for the generation of such an 
expansion. These scholars have done and are doing their 
shpe. Theirs is the task of continuing the manufacture of 
the uninterrupted fabric of our tradition. Nowhere else on 
the face of the earth is there collected in anyone place so 
superb a body of JeWish scholars. as· in The Jewish Theologi­
cal Seminary of America. It is the functioD of us laymen 
to carry their learning to the four corners of this continent. 
It is our asSignment to provide the means, to create the 
channels, by which the learning which is here found in 

such abundance can Bow out and irrigate the most distant 
of the Jewish communities. 

IJ Momentous events are taking place in the State of 
Israel. Such is our faith in the fecundity of Judaism that 
all of us expect to see a great Bowering of the human spirit 
in that benign climate of IT.edam. 
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RELIGldN AS THE ROAD TO PEACE 

HUNGRY as we are for peace in the"minds and hear.LS 6f all men, 
and confused as most of us are"on the ways by which ~e may 

one da'y escape from" moRicl, r:here are three fundamentals we 
should always keep dearly in sight: 

Firs.t~ we must recognize that negatives never cu~e 'negatives; 
that the concept of the good' neigbbor, the on"ly solid rock 
upon which peace can build a lasting mansion, is one which 
requires a way of life. . 

Second, we must see that ,we cannot live a way of life that leads 
to peace without observing OUT duty to God and our duty to 

each .other; that the moral law must stand supreme. 

Finally, if we are ever to altain the tranquil uplands of God's 
promise to man, we must grant thal the responsibility is just 
as universal as the aspiration; peace, with Divine help, must 
be everybody's business. . .' 

These fundamentals were expressed so clear'y at .the opening 
of the Seminary's new Jewish Museum, in two notable addresses by 
Nelson Rockefeller and Lewis L. Strauss, that we have reproduced 
them here for further reading and study. . 

To every thoughtful American, it is believed, lhese brief mes­
sages will bring fresh hope. ·and a better understanding of what the 
Ten Commandments mean to each ·of us, and to the future' of our 
troubled world. 

nlll JIlWT5H nIEOLOCIC\L UMINARY 
OPAMW~ 
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T HE season of the Pentecost is the anniversary of the Ten Com-
. mandments. Because we now see so clearly that the way to peace 

will challenge all the wisdom and courage mortal man can sumo' 
man, this time and this occasion should remind us all of it simple, 
universal and elernal trulh-that our pursuit of happiness, and our 
living together as good neighbors, depend on the supremaq of 
moral law. 

That simple truth, I believe, is readily apparent from· what all 
of us can observe, and £ro.m what any man can learn from history. 
Both by present evidence, and by the lessons of the past, it is my 
beli~f th.at the Ten Commandments, showing us our duty to God . 
and our duty to man, are a key to peace and brotherhood. In other-· 
words, both by logic and experience they present a way of life" .by . 
which ·we can be relieved from perilous strains· and stresses. and 
find our way 'at last to freedom, ttanquillity, and security for all 
men. 

We all can see that peace must now: be waged with aU the vigor 
and· u·nity with which we waged the war; and that the winning of 
that peace may be comparably long and difficult. It is equaUyevi­
dent by now that the united neople of these United States must 
lead in the winning of that pea~. 



In the tfme since Hiroshima, we cannot avoid ~onduding that 
the more we know 9f the i':lfinitesimal, the more vi~al it b¢comes 
that we work toward an understanding of the Infinite. ~e also 
know that peace will not co~e easily, and that: ~ational covetous­
ness, checked only by the interplay of material forces alone, can -
lead only to conflict. For the good will and fOFebearance that can 
bTing us peace, some other fqrce must be brought ihto play. And I 
think that the simplest lessons of history show us clearly what that 
force must be. 

History tells us plainly, in the first place, that materialism 
leads to a struggle for power, and hence to conflict; and that spirit:­
ual motivations, on the other hand, lead to , a yielding of selfish 
interests and hence to effective cooperation. 

The lessons of materialistic struggles for power are tlie lessons 
of many wars. The lessons of effective cooperation are the history 
of effective democracy, and of American achievement. 

Our original r:hirteen Colonies formed an effec~ive union, 
after long and troubled debat~, because ea~h was wiUif1.g to'yield 
some sovereignty in the interest of the others. Minorities in America 
traditionally have a voice, while majorities, influenced by this 
voice, have the responsibility [or protecting the rights of all. 

Whatever greatness we as a nation have achieved has been due 
to a yie1d~ng of individual self-interests [or the greater ,good. This 
American team-work, this effective cooperation, is based funda­
mentally.-! believe; on a spiritual principle. Like our hemispheric 
policy, in our relations with our Canadian friends and our ,friends 
to the South, it is essentially the principle of the good neighbor. 

Now, if effective cooperation is based on spiritual motivations, 
it follows that if we aTe to espouse such cooperation we must 
espouse the cause of dynamic religion. 

I spe~k of dynamic religion 'because I was brought up to be· 
lieve that religion should be a way of life rather than mere-lip ser­
vice to creed and dogma. It should be simple and universal, not 
cO.mplex and sectarian. SUlJh religion, T -think it 'follows, requires 
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broad participation and support" together with .teaching and lead­
ership characterized 'by the highest idealism and life-long con­
secration. 

This means" T. believe, just as diplomacy cannot 'be left .solely 
to diplomats, politics. solely to politilJians, or edu'cation solely to 
educators, that religion -cannot be leEt sol~ly to the ministry. No 
problem of universal concern, indeed, should be left in the hands 
of any special class alone. What is everyone's concern should be 
everyon'e's responsibility. And we have no greater concern in the 
world today -than to help streng~hen the effectiveness of moral law, 
to th~ end that men may learn to live 'in peace. 

What, then-, can aU oE us do? 
One important thing is to seek to understand our fellow. men; 

first. perhaps, by making more of an effort La understand ourselves; 
second, by trying to understand our neighbors better.; and then, 
and only then, by asking our neighbors to seek to understand us. 

Obviously, these two quesls are not easy ones, and will exact 
aU that ,'Ie ha-ve of patience and self-discipline. Nevertheless, they 
are duties from wh~ch none of us can escape, if we are to strive 
honestly [or the understanding essential to lasting good will. 

It is high time to embark on long-term measures which at 
length t\lay strike ' at the FOOts of misunderstanding, disun~{y, and 
conRict, and hence at persistent evils which so stubbornly bar the 
path of brotherhood. Such measures, I believe, can have an im­
mediate recogni;able effect. They-will also in the long run 'involve 
the tasks of education, as a continuous and uni'Versal process_ 

And what are those tasks? .Scholars; o[ course, would pui: it 
differently, -but merely as a layman, who has been ex-posed all too 
brie~y to the academic disciplines. I should say that it might fairly 
be said that education in a broad sense has five fundamcntallasks 
-all of which, have timely significance in this -season o[ the Pente­
cost, and in this place w~ meet tonight . . 

First, edu<;ation seeks to discover and construe the paths we 
have -travelled. And that task. is the [unction of scholars_ 



Second, education attempts to explore the paths that lie ;$,ead, 
and that is the function of philosophers and scientists. 

Third, education tries to preserve and pass along the fruits of 
knowledge _from one generation to another. That, I suppose. is .the 
function of curators. librari~ns, teachers and parents. 

Fourth, education should inspire an active desire for learning 
and understanding. as a life-long process. And that, traditionally, is 
the function of consecrated leadership, among the best of the teach­
ers and the ministry. 

Finally, ~s John Dewey and Booke~ · T. Washington both 
preached so long and so eloquently, education must provide oppor­
tunities for learning by doing. That, I take it; is the function of 
labor~tories. museums, forums, churches. and all other places 
where men and women can enrich their knowledge and under­
standing by the sure and long-proven process of personal par­
ticipation. 

My purpose in asking you to share with me such an elemen­
tary review of educational tasks is to relate them, if I.can, to this 
museum, and to the high and broad purpose to which it has been 
dedicated: 

Because its role is educational, because it seeks to help show 
men their relationship to one another, this is an American trluseum, 
serving a "cause for which every thoughtful American should -feel 
a genuine concern. 

This museum and its parent Seminary are working for tlie 
supremacy of moral law. of the spiritual values of true religion, 
with an aim to perform all five of the basic tasks of education. For 
here there are scholars and philosophers to construe th~ past ~nd 
explore the future; teacher-s to train more teachers; leaders "to train 
more leaders; fadlities for reaching" those who are now "beyo.nd -the 
limits of the institution's more immediate scope. Here, too, all inay 
learn by doing-just as all of us, by the very act of coming together 
at this meeting, are enriching our own spirit~al experience, a"nd 
adding more strength to the bonds of brotherhood. 

L 

Freedom, security and happiness for all men are obviously 
high goals, and war-thy of our highest effort. Tq.eir pursuit is in 
effect the pursuit of peace "and happiness. and the "key to that pur­
suit. as our "own history shows us, is the practice of the unselfish 
principles of brotherhoQQ. 

Thomas Man'~ has:said that there is an element in American 
civilization which if-un'i~crsal~zcd would bring abput world peace. 
That element must now be strengthened, both to check the forces 
that are tending to weaken it "here at home. and to make it the 
mighty factor it must be if America is to lead toward enduring" 
pe~ce instead of following toward repeated conHict. 

That element points. our only sure road to peace and brother­
hood" T~at road must diinb many a hill, but it is the only way. 



AT THE DF.OICATlON or THE. J,-WISH ~lUlEUM 
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T HERE are great museums in this city for the conservation of 
beauty in the Hellenic concept of the Holiness of Beauty. We 

arc here dedicating a museum to the Hebraic concept of the Beauty 
of HolineJJ , 

The ancient proscription against representation of the human 
form or the depiction of nature in general tended to sublimate 
artistic expression among our forefathers. They turned naturally 
to the embellishment of the instruments and vessels used in taber­
nacle and temple service. On these they lavished the garlands, ara­
besques and abstractions which set these objects apart. These things 
which were holy were also to be things of beauty. One need only 
read the twenty-fifth to thirty-first chapters of Exodus in which the 
construction of the first tabernacle an'd its appurtenances are de­
scribed to discover the association of the functional and the adorned, 
~n our very earliest tradition, 

Rut civilized men are distinguished not only by a respect for 
objects which are intrinsically beautiful but also for objects with 
associations. There is a great compulsion among cultured peoples 
to preserve against the corrosion of time those inanimate things 
which either because they once belonged to the great or were 
valued in past eras are the connecting links between the onrushing 
present and vanishing yes.terdays. 



It is indeed a very . old compulsion of the seed of Abraham. 
When dawn awakened our ancestor Jacob from a transcen'dent 
dream he took the stone that had pillowed hi's head and stood it up­
right and marked it with oil for a memorial. Tli~ building which 
our fathers constructed in t1)e wilderness with a portable museum 
and the Ark of the Covenant which-it housed.coritained for genera­
tions the tablets of stone upon which the commandments had been 
rehewn at Sinai. Again and again in the Scriptures~ objects. places 
and days were designated "for a memorial" so that it is dearly in­
tended that men should lay hold upon the value of association to 
be reminded of an ancient covenant,-to relive great events-to re-
capture high inspiration. . 

We no longer have the Ark of fragrant sandal-wood overlaid 
with sheets of gold, or the stone tablets of the law, or the golden 
candlesticks and vessels of the Temple, or the great brazen sea of 
ten cubits which stood in the forecourt, or the breastplate of the 
high priest set with a precious sto~e for each of the twelve tribes, or 
the urim 'and thummim ... All these things and many others we have 
lost. Somewhere, perhaps, an angel with flaming sword stands over: 
these treasures as does another at the gate of Eden. ' 

But in the long millenia and the forgotten centuries that have 
intervened "we have acquired other treasures. Books, first and fore­
most-books in which the words and the thoughts of the wise and 
good are preserved in defiance of time, although their voices are 
carried away on the winds of eternity-and these ritual and cere­
monial objec·ts, which surround us here tonight still eloquent of 
the reverence of the artisans, though their hands have been dust for 
generations. 

These things -we keep because to us they are "for a memorial". 
It is altogether . fitting and proper that ~his house should shelter 
them-this house which was the 'home of our friend, a good and 
devout man- a prince among our people. He knew the value of 
these links with a rich heritage. Now they join us also to him and 
to all OUT yesterdays. 
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