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THE HOLIDAY OF PURIM

On the fourteenth day of the month of ADAR comes PURIM. Every
Jewish child knows the story of this holiday so well that we will
not stop to tell it here. Most of you, I an surie, have acted in
" plays telling the tale of the Jew-hating Haman, who was outwitted
by beautiful Queen Esther and her cousin, the wise and faithful
KMordecai. hen King Ahasuerus ordered Haman's execution and then
appointed Kordecal as prime minister in his place, - there was great
rejoicing among the Jews, feasting and merrymaking, the exchange
. of presents and gifts to the poor. As Haman had.cast lots (Purim)

_ for a-lucky day on which to kill his Jewish enemies, the name
Purim, or Feast of Lots, has been given to the holiday.

Eut even if you have heard the story of the first Purim inhfar-
away Persia, when Haman plotted against the Jews and Esther cahme
unsummoned before the king to plead for her people, you may not
know that we have had other Purims in our long and troubled history.
One of the most interesting of these deliverances, which is still
celebrated by many Oriental Jews is the Purim of Saragossa, in
-which our old friend Elijah warned them against their enemy; another
is kept in Algiers; another at Rhodes. In 21l of these tales of
different times and places we find the same danger to the Jews, and
the same miraculous deliverances

Just now we want to know how the Purim we in America know 1is
kept in the home and synagogue. Miriam and David and Joe, like
Jewish children tne world over, think it the jolliest of Jewish
holidays. First of all there are presents from evervbody to every-
body in the family even Dearie-‘"ear, the cross, old black tom-cat
is remembered with a nilee new red ribbon, which he always succeeds
in scratching off before Purim is half over. There are presents
of cakes and fruits and nuts and all sorts of thinzs to relatives
all over the city; these are packed in & pretty and colorful baske
covered with a white napkin,

_ "Because," as Miriam. explains to Joseph, whlle she packs the
SHATACH NONOTH, "everybody is supposed to provide Shalach Monoth -
on Purim. If a rich man carried an uncovered basket in the street,
he wisht be too proud of his gift; and a poor man, who had to show
that he wasn't giving much, would feel ashamed.” '

"But what does Shalach Monoth mean?" asked Joe.

"Send-money," answered David, very willing to show off his
Hebrew. "I suppose people never send money presents any more to
their friends. But-when we dress up our funny Purim clothes and ge
masking around to the neighbors, mother never scolds if they give
us a few cents, though she wouldn't let us accept money any other
time." ' ' ,

"And, of course, we always give money to poor people on Purim
just the way they did in the story of Esther," went on Miriam.
"Tather let David and me send some of our allowance to the orphan
asvlum last year. And he told us -about the half shekel every Jew
is supposed to give to the synogogue on Purim, Of course, we don't

count our money by shekels any more, and a half a shekel ‘or a half’
of anything wasn't worth much untll it was put with its other half,
That's why Jews used to give it at Purim to renmiember to keep togeth-
er and help one another out in times of danger.’

Mother came into the room just then with another platter of
cakes for the last baskets., ,Joseph progfptly helped himself,



“Why do you call 'em HAWANTASCHEN?" he askeds

iThe word means Haman's ears," answered mother, "because of
the shape. And do you know why the rather bitter poppy seed is
mixed with the sweet honey inside? To show that both good times
and bad times must fall to the Jew, but that he must always hope
for help as he did in Queen Esther's day. The poppy seed is ground
and pounded in that old brass pot”over there which belongs to my
grandimother. She told me once it was to teach us that no matter how
the Jew is ground down by his enemies, he will still rise freé and
happy in the end. But ncw hurry up, vou Shalach Monoth bringers, an d
take the baskets arocund. I want vou to ret home in time to go to
synagogue and hear the liezilla read." |

The MEGILLA or Scroll of Esther is always read in the syn
agogue on the eve of Purim. The names of the wicked sons .of the more
wicked Haman are written one beneath the other; when they are read
aloud every child who has been able to bring a PURTM DREHER (rattle )
shakes ‘it as loudly as-he can to drown the names. Another trick the
boys enjoy is to write the names of these sons on their shoe solesj
when the list is read off it is great fun to stamp as hard as they
can as though on the treachercus Persians themselves,. _

0f course, most of this is in fun, We Jewish people né longer
hate the scheming old Haman, dead so many hundreds of years., Al=-
though he was often used as an cexample of all the peoole who hate
. the Jews and used them cruelly, he was gencrally treated with goode
natured contempt in the old Purim plays, The boy Who played Haman
usually acted not like a villain, but rather like a stupid clown;
the rest of the actors took great pleasure in teasing him. These
Purim plays were one of the brightest spots in the unhappy life of
the Ghetto Jew through the years of his persecution. He had no
life outside the ghetto walls; in the ghetto his religion brought
him real peace and happiness, But there was little uproorious
gaiety except at Purim. Then everything was turned topsy-turvey,
Grey-haired Rebbis used to join in the merry Purim songs; boys and
girls exchanged clothes and played pranks on each other; thére was
masking and the giving of Purim plays, followed by feasting. Today
in America every religious school celebrates Purim with plays and.
partiees; in Palestine the entire Jewlsh population takes part in
the celebration, which because of its masking and noise making can
be compared to carnival times in some of our southern’cities. The
SEUDAH a feast mede up of all sorts of Purim dainties, is one of
the jolliest features of this very jolly festival,

The day before Purim is observed as a fast day by many Jews
in rememberance of the fast of the Jews of Shushan kept with Esther
before she went before the king. Also in memory-of Esther a very
special Furim.dish is served at the Seudah, consisting chiefly of
cooked lentlles, This is cdlled BUB and represents the coarse meals
Esther ate in the king's palace as she would.taste no heathen fooda.

The fifteenth day of Adar is called SHUSHAN PURIM, as the Jews
of the Persian city kept a second day of celebration and thenksgiving

"That's a good idea," said David thoughtfully. "T always have
such a good time on Purim I wouldn't mind making it last two days
if I could." And Miriam and ‘Joe agreed with him, '



THE PURII PUSRY

learion s+t curled up ir one.corner of the sofa, thinking
hird; the Queen of Sheba, as her narie happened to te that week,
sit curled up on Ma rion's lmee, also thinking very hard; at
lesast, she looked wise, and that is all one canexpect of ever
taie 1.08t sensible of pussy cats, Marion was ten years old ard
might have been ‘pretty if it hadn't been for the freckles or
ner turned-up nose; the Queen of Sheba was distinctly plain, a
striped gray kitten wheose ears had looked a little moth-eaten
ever since she had-scorched them through sitting too near ih
radiator one wintry evening.

"Queenie," said Marion sadly, for she always mad@ it a
Roizt.to tell all her troubles to her sympathetic little friernd,
Jueenie, I just don't know what to do about my Shalachmonoth
for Ruth next Sunday. You don't know what Shalach-monoth means,

do you, pussy?" as the Queen of Sheba stretched herself with

an inquiring yawn, "but that!'s because you haven't lived in &
Jewigh family very long and never celebrated Purim before. 1It's

an xold Jewish custom, and ever since Miss Hirsch, our Sakbath
School teacher, told us about it two years ago, We've always

talien Shalachfmonoth--that means presents--to some poor or sick
persor on pPurim. Year before last the girls in our class took
baskets of cake and. fruit and a nice smoking jacket to Grandpa
Morris at the 01d Peoplel!s Homej; last year we brought some presents

to poor Mrs. Frankenstein's children; and this year--" but here
tae pussy cat with a "languid switech of her tail jumped to the
floor ard walksd lazily to her favorite spot in front of the ra-
diator , as though the Purim plans of Miss Hirsh's were 1.0 con-
cerr.' of*hers.

"I might have known you wouldn't be interested," .lrion
cilled after her angrily, "You don't care any more about what I
wart to do than Aunt Becky does." And Marion walked to the win-
dow to stare gloomilyintd the street, where the lamps were already
glimmering through the dusk. "I wish T had somebody real to talk
thines over with," she thought gloomily.

For the past two years iarion had lived with her Aunt
Beclks, who had offered her orphan niece a home on the death of
her motner. Aunt Becky was tind enough in her way; she s~w that
Arion had neat clothes to wear to school and Sabbath School,
took excsllent care of her when she had the measles, and alvays
insistcd that she wear rubbers in wet weather, just as ifarion's
o¥n mecther would have done. But Aunt Becky seemed to forget
her owr. Little-girl days and was determined that her niece should
not “e snviled by what she liked to call"nonsense'. larion had no
toys exa:0% those her grandfatlhier sent her on her birthdays, and
h:r few HSooks were prizes received at Sabbath School for perfect
atter dencf..cr good scholarship. Sh seldom had any pcciet nmorey,
and £s Au:t Becky considered picture shows and children's parties
"nonwense",MariOn rarely enjoyed such treats with her class mates.
Taen, Aunt Becky hated to have strange children "cluttering up
t1e house or brirging mud on the carpéts," and so Marion Aid rot
darc to irvite her friends to her home and often would have keen
very lonely if it h~d not have



if it hed not been for the Queen of Shebs|

The Queen of Shebe when just 2 1little round bell of s kitten,
hed followed Msrion home from scheol one dey; it heppened thet ‘Aunt
Becky felt unusuelly goodnstured thet zfternoon snd she hed actuelly
permitted her niece to keep the tiny cresture; slthough she disliked
cets herself end continually threstened to turn the kitten out of
doors 1if she ever ceught her stesling stesk from the ice box or jump
ing upon the bed-spreed with hter dirty psws. But the kitten behsved
with such perfect propriety that even Aunt Becky had to confess
grudgingly thet she wesn't much trouble, although she continuelly
compleined that the little plutton drsnk enough milk to feed hslf s
dozen bsbies! As for Marion, she found the new pet 2 far better play
mete then her newest doll end. much more interesting then sny of her
story books. As soon as she got up in the morning, Merion would run
to the basket in the kitchen to see whether Puscsy Grey, &= she hed
nemed her pet st first, wes still there; she never forgot to pour
out & sesucer of milk foz her before she helped Aunt Recky prepare
their own breskfsst; her laest sct before lezving the house wes to pd
Pussy's soft grey heed, snd more then once she hurrled home from
school, impetient to cetch 2 glimpse of the round little bunch of fw
curled up in the perlor window as though expecting her return,

And it wes such e delightful worry to find & suitsble nsme for
the catl At first "Pussy Gray" sstisfied Merion; then when she dise-
covered Pussy's cunning trick of derting out her clews sf though shs
meent to scretch you and ss suddenly msking them velvet sgein, she
celled her "Needles" snd "Velvet Psws," For & little while, pussy

answered to the nsme of "Florence Hirsh;" then, feeling thet her
teacher might not like to heve z cat nemed efter her, Msrion chose

8 neme from her lstest prize book, snd even caiised her sunt to smile
grimly by celling "Robin Hood, Kobin Hood!" whenever the kitten 414*
not sppear. But the next week Marion's Sebbeth School cless had reed
of the visit of the besutiful Queen of fhebe to King Solemen, snd
Merion, who wes not 8 little proud of her pussy's queenly wslk once
re-nsmed her "Queen of fhebs" cslling her "Queenie" for shorte.

Now that Msrion had found & suiteble neme for her kitten st
lest, one would imzgine her troubles were over; but here wss Purim
coming with its question of a2 suitable Shslsachmonoth for Ruthe For
the two previous Purims her Aunt Becky hsd grudgeingly given Marion e
little besket of her delicious Homon-teschen of which she was just e
little proud, but Futh had been 11l for msny months, 2nd Miss Hirsh
hed sdvised the girls not to bring her 2ny Purim goodies which the
nurse might forbid her to egt,

"She wesn‘t et all strong before she hed the fever," Miss Hir-
sch hed told her clsss, "end now after lying in bed sll this time,
she is very wesk, end, I am afreid, very lrnely. It tires her to hew
too much compeny end #he isn't 2llowed to lesve her room S0 ¥Mmi can
imegine how lonely she is. You know that ERuth isn't poor and doesn't
need werm clothing or even toys, for her father end mother are sble
to give her everything she wants. So I want you girls to think very
herd just whet she would 1like beqt and get her something that will’
interest her and keep her smused.”

After class the little girls hsd discussed gravely wheat Ruth
would like best. They were gll very fond of their sick clsss mste
and longed to give her the nicest possible Shalach~-mometh; but then,
. 8s Fenny Goldstein put it, "how cen we buy snything nice enough for
'8 girl who hes everything she wents and hes more money thesn sny of @
enyhow?" Put by the next Ssturdey, most of the girls hed their Purim
gifts selected, Fenny was going to send to New York for s blue and
gold tea set, which will meke her breskfssts taste better." Fenny's



cousin had picked out a lovely set of linen doilies to go with the .
tea service., Rae intended to bring a, picture for the inwvalid's room,
Liliar'had a Japanese kimona, Irene a hanging basket fllled with ferns
and so ons "And what are yeu geing to get Ruth?" Rae asked larion at
laste

Marion flushed hotly.-ﬁot‘fo: all the world would she tell the
girls that she did not have enouzh money to bu¥ something nice enough
for their sick friend, "I haven't decided yet, " she answered calmly,
"but it's poing to be something very nice.'

The t evenlng she mustered up enough courage to speak to her aunt.
"Aunt Fecky," she began timidly, "This year the girls in my class at
Sabbatlh School are going to take a Shalach-monoth to Ruth Davis,

"pnd I supﬁose you want me to make you some more Homon-taschen
said her awgnt, bg.though I didntt have enough cooking to do wlthout
making extras rdr those Davis' who could buy and sell us a dozen
times over! Well, " jabbing her needle through*the stocking she was
darning. "I111 put you up a basket of cakes you won't have to be ash-
amed of - even in front of Mrs. Davis.

"Pfut I can't take Homon=-taschen," explained Marion. "Iliss Hirsch _
sail that Ruth couldn't eat sweet or rich things. lhe other girls are
all zoing- to buy her something pretty for her room or to use “while
shefs sickse" '

"rhe other girls have fatliers who make 2 lot of meney to waste
on nonsense}" returned Aunt Beclzy grimly, "I don&t think I've got
any mor.ey to spend for .presents for Abe Davis! girl. He can tuy any=
thiig she wants, can't he?"

""0h it isn't the present,” cried Marion, her lips trembling as
she saw how useless it would be to argue with her aunt, "but shels
so lorely, teing sick in bed so long,. that we thought-if we could only
do sorething to amuse her 4. |

"Give her the doll your grandpa sent. last ‘month for your birth-
day," suggested Aunt Becky, "It's as good as new, isn't itg"

"Lut she has much nicer onesl" protested the little girl, "T
haven'l a thing in the world she'd care for; she doesn't lite 1o read
muca, ar:d anyhow, my prize books all have my name written in them or

the date. But if I had a dcllar or two I'd buy her some plants for
her wirdow box or = "
¢ "‘611, I told you I haven't a dollar or & @ime to waste or such
nonsense," interrupted her aunt. She jerked the btall of cotton which
h“d follen from her lap and which Queenie had chased under the table,
"I never saw such a cat} I wish to goodness you'd give her to Ruth
Davis if she needs amusing. The cet ought to amuse her, and I'd be
glad to be able to sit around in peace without having that creature
clinking all over me!l"

Mariom bent over Queenie and genlty disentangled her from the
cotton. Huzging the protesting pussy, who hated to habe a pleasant
romp irnterrupted, she earried her to a gcorner of the sofa in the parl-
or to kelp her think things over. It was only a week till purim, and
Marion realized only too well that there was no hope of receiving.
-help from her aunt.

"ind you won't help me either, you bad Queenie," she scolded, &s
she stared gloomily at the street lamps. "I'm too little to earn
morey, and I naven't & thing in the world to sell = except you, and
nob2dy ' ould buy you, even {f I could do without my kitty," she
addzd tenderly, as Queenie, feéling lonely again, came purring against
her legs o "ind I do want to get Ruth something nice," she told the
kitten, "because it must be hard for her lying all day in bed with
nob >d¥ to play with, I lmow, I'd have. just died of loneliness when I
- had the measles, if 1t mdntt been for you," Then she.stopped strok=
ing the cat while her aunt's words came back to her - "the cat ought



to emuse her," Why hedn't she thought of that before? Futh didn't
own & cet end nobody would think of bringing her one. Perhaps none
of the other girls hed ever had s cat 1like Queenie end reellzed

whet & good compsnion end plsything s clever snd effectlonate pussy
cet cen be. Surely, Queenle would be the very nicest present to give
her clsssmete for Purim,

Merion plcked Queenie up end rested her cheek esgeinst her fur,
"Oh, Queenie, Queenle Cat " she murmured. "I don't'know how-I'm going
to get on without you."

Purim'ceme on Sunday that veer, The 1ittle girls of Mlss Hlrsech's
class, 81l of them dressed 1n 1ong cloakg *n.cover the bright, fent-
sstic dres es they wore, met &t Lillian’'s house, esch csrrying 8
nestly wrepped pscksge under her erm, Marlon wess the lsst to srrive
and she flushed ss she saw that she wss the only one to csrry e basket

covered with s white cloth.

"It mokes it seem mcre like Purim to carry your Shelsch-monoth
'in 8 basket," she expleined shy ly, "Didn't Mrs. Hirsch tell us that
Shey always uaed to cover their Purim presents that rich people
shiculdn't try to show how much theyv were giving end poor people didn'%-
" 'nave to be eshemed of whet they were giving?"

"Well I know I'm nct sshemed of my lovely tes set," declsred
Fanny hugeging her long box closer, "It c me from New ‘York end - why,
isn?t there someth*ng mov1ng in your basket?" she demended peinting
to the hesving

Msrion drew her ¢cloth Bround her gifts "I - I'm not geolng to
tell you until we 8ll get to Huth's snd show our presents," she stam—
mered .

But when they were all gathered in Kuth's sunny bedroom with its
pretty white furniture end desinty blue hangings, Merion felt more end
more ashemed of her gift. How. could she give what Aunt Becky had more
then once cslled "s common tremp cet" to Futh, who could own s dozen
Angore pussles if she wsnted them? And how the other girls would lau-
gh et herl So she left her 1little colored basket on a couch in the
corner, hop rg thst no one would ask to see her present, snd firmly
resolving not to offer her gift until the girls had gone « unless the
Queen  of Shebe got out send mede a fuss,

At first there wes too much excitement for eny one to notice %the
sbsence of Msrion's gift. The 1little girls had 211 put on the dresses
they hed worn for the Purim mesquersde st Sabhath School, snd for s
while Ruth was kept busy 2dmiring the pretty costumes, f:om Emme 's
long purple robe which mede her look like & resi Queen Esther to Ree's
funny clown dress of red end yellow stlpes, Then ceme the paerty, and
slthough Ruth could not teste the 1ce créem in the pretty dishes or
the pink snd white cskes end cendles, she enjoyed this pdrt of the
efternoon even more than her guests, for her mother opened the pack-
sges one by one snd lsid the presents on the bed beside her.

Mrs., Devlis wes just unfolding Elsie's embroidered dollles when
8 strenge volce sounded sbove the girlts lsughter, & voice thet rose
from the corner of the couch and repested "Me-ow,6 first pleintively ,
then wilth the enger of & spoiled kitten, who, heving waked from her
nep, wented to shere the merrymesking tos, "Me- ow!" seld Queenie, and
she sdded, although no one but Merion understood her, "Me-ow - let
me. out 8t once,

"Why 1t sounds 1like s cat," cried Mrs. Dovis,

"I guess it's my present, # said Merion weekly, end flushing te
the roots of her hair she pulled the white cloth egside 2nd pulled her
Shelecw-monoth from the basket, Her frlends looked et esch other, har-
dly knowing whbther to lsugh or not; they might heve suspected enother
girl of bringing her pet kitten to e Purim psrty for e joke, but they
knew thet Merion never pleyed jokes end heted teesing. Then before



enyons couls spesk Ruth held out her thin 1ittle erms for the kitten,
crying, "Oh did you reslly bring it to me? Let me eave 1%," end s
moment later Merion's humble gift set purring upon Ruth's pillow,
lepping up ice creem out of 8 pink ssucer snd 1ooking over the company
now end then wlth her most royel eire -

"I think she's going to feel st home with you," fsltered Merionm,
end then she reslized for the first time just how lonely she would be
without her. pet. -

Three days later Mr. Devis' chsuffeur cslled for Merion in the
btig car and took her to the house on the hill "to see Miss Ruth end
+he kitten," Merion found FRuth lying upon the bed with Queenle rest-
ing luxurlously upon @ silk cushion nesrby; she recognized 1% ss the
sofa plllow Bareh hed orought &8s her Shelach-monoth, Queenle wore e
wesautiful blue ribbon gbout her neck, %ied in & high fluffy bow behind
. er eer, end looked mere 1ike s sstisfled; well-fed queen-cat then
zver . She allowed Marion to pet her, but wss quite willlng to leeve
er lep et Ruth’s low cell and to curl up for her sfternoon nep upon
ey new nistress’s arm,

"I do belleve she likes you more then me," seid Merion e 1little
enviously, "I've slways heard thet cais forget thelr friends right
away, but I never believed it, I suppuse iG‘s becsuse vou give her

lots of cream and nilcs thlngs to e2t 2nd blue ribbons,"

"No, I think it?s becsuse I‘m at home &¢ll dsy end can pet her
more than you did." decided Ruth. Her face grew very grave, "Memme
s81d she could seé how much you cered for her when you were here on
Sundey, end she wondered whether I ought to kaep her. Do you went her
back 2gain?"

"Well - she's only & common every-desy cat," hesitated Merion,
end if you get tired of her -"

"Why I think she's the prettiest cet in the world," excleimed
Kuth indlgnently. "Psps ssid thet 1f you reslly missed her, I should
glve her back end heid but me some kin of & fency whilte cst with 8
bushy tell, but I like this -one so much beiter, beceuse you .didn't
buy her et 8 sbore; she wss your very own snd you geve her to me.
Thet mekes her seem mcre of 2 present then if you bought her the wey
the other girls did their things,"

Merionis frenkled fsece was redisnt, "Oh, I'm so glsd you 1like
her,” she cried, 'and I do want you to keep her - forever snd ever,

- And, enyhow. I won’t miss her very mush 1f you'!ll let me come end
see her sometimes."

"3 went you to come snd see both of us whenever you cen," Ruth
enswered,; "ehd when I get well ond go back to school, we'lll tske
turns keepiﬂg her if you went to," She pesused to cuddle the kitten's

sleek heed agsinst her cheek. "Won't thet be nice - pussyf" Then
turning bsck to her guestﬁ "Isn't 1t funny, you never told me her
neme 2nd I forgot-to aski

"Oh, I celled her 'most snything," Marion told her, "I celled
her Queen of Sheba; or just plsin Queenie lest week, but I wss get-
ting sort of tired of thet, Let's cell her something else,"

The two little girls knitted their forehesds in thought while
the kitten stopped playing with the fringe on the sllk pillow end
tried to look wise, "I knowi" excleimed Ruth suddenly, "let's neme
her sfter my perty. Wouldn't it be perfectly lovely to cell her .
PPurim?t"

n

n



SIS S S
#PURIM IFJUNCTION®*

a:-wz—&%e&mea:-e:-%%é&em
Adapted from the Yiddish of Jacob Gordon
(This play may be produced without costumes or rehearsels)
Scene: Judgement seat-- On the bernich sits the great judge,

before him the complairents=-all the Jewish helidays,
In the prisoneris docke~Purim, the indicted one.)

ALL: (Shouting together) We want an injunction against Purim,
against everything connected with him,
S :

JUDGE: (Pounding his gavel) Jewish holidays! You are too noisy.
~Let each in turn tell vs his troubles. Chanukah, will you
please tell the court the reason for your being here?

CHANUKAH: (rises) I desire to have an injunction issued against
Purim until he preves his righ%t to accupy such an important
place among us Jewish holidays . Why 'is he so proud? what
has he done? Is it such a great thiayg that Esther, a Jewish
girl was the gnuecen of Ahasuerus, ansnd Msrdecai, a Jew, was
second to the king? The king must hive been a fool, 2 man
minus charactsr, When Haman wanted to lead him by the nose
and kill all the Jeus, he submitted, Esthor came in and urged
him to do the opposite, so he did her bidding, It was this -~
foolishness, the lack of backbone of the king, that brought
with it the entire Purim celebration. The Jews ought to be
ashamed of a holiday created through so foolish a person as
Ahasuerus ., Instead of that, they read this story every year,
eat Purim loaves, Haman cakes filled with prunes and poppy
seeds, kreplich and so many other goodies. I, Chanukah, on
the other hand, I, the holiday of the Maccabees, of the
heroes who fought so valiently for their country and for
their Torah, who upheld national ideals, 1 have to content:
myself with mere latkes and with the burning of tiny candles
that are bought for a few pennies, My heroes were proud ef
their origin, “‘hey compelled others to respect their people
While Esther was ashamed ef her origin, as witness the story
bearing her name. She dared not say who her people were,
4nd this Purim boasts as the one holiday the Jews will never
discard. What entitles him to such honor, to such esteem?
Why do they make so much of him?- If -G-d wanted to perform a
miracle by saving the Jewish people from their enemy, comes
Mr. Purim and -claims the credit and gets a fine loaf and
Haman cakes, Such a nobody, such a schlemil, such a =-=---

JUDGE (bringing down his gavel) Silence! We do not permit one
person to insult another in court. (Turning to Passover)
You are older.and I expect you to be wiser. Tell us your
storye . .



A

Pessover (Powing politely.) Yes, I sm older then the other

4 Jewish holideys. I mey feel proudsr than sny of them.
I do not mezn to insult gnyone, Put I wish to ssy that

I consider it.s dishonor to he registered in the szme
celender with so lowly & holidey like Purim, I am the
rememtrence of the lireretion of en entire people from
slevery. Through . me slaves heve become free citizens,
I gm the fecstivel of freedom, -the holidsay of sslvetlon.
Whet hes Purim done? He is merely a holidey born in
slsvery and despotism. The tyrent Ahessuerus, while drunk,
wented to pride himself on his wife. The queen, even
though she was merely e Vsshit, wented to show her indep-
endence snd her womenly dignitv. Veshti refused to bte 8
blind, okedlent slave, Is thet 8 reason for esting
goodies by the Jews of todsy? Veshti wented to sct ss
8 noble women should, end she wes severly punished by
her trutel hustend. And now Purim cleims 8 plece of
honor among the Jewish holidsys. And when two noble re-
volutionlcts, Teresh and Bigthen, wented to bring free-
dom to, oneé hundred end twenty-seven netions, they wented
to bring free them from the tyresnny of & despot by doing
sway with him, Mordecsi denounced them to the tyrent.
Thus he beceme the fsvorite of Aheuserus. How cen Pessch
- end Purim te spoken in the ssme btreath? In my story ep-

pesrs the sentence: "And esch men shell be king in his
own home." Either do swey with Purim or let the kneidlach,
the Hegaddsh, the four cups, the Ched Gsdys end the ten .
plesfues be suppressed. \

Shevuoth: I 2m the only holidey which hrings the Jews in touch
with Mother Neture. I em the festivel of growth snd bloom
of trees end flowers., T am the sonp of spring, the music
of 1ife. Purim, on the ohter hand,is 2 holidey of food
end drink, of ack “and ridicule. I em the festivel of
abundent nature, while Purlm is the festival of tegrars
To cless Shevuoth with Purim is the greatest insult that
the Jew could bring to Mother Waturse.

Succoth: I 2m the festivel of contentment snd peecce. I sm the
symbol of the days when the Jews led 2 pesceful shepherd
life and lived in hooths. I em the festivel of green pnalms,

the emblem of love and peece. Whet is Purim?--2 story of
horrors end bloodthirst. Is it necessary then to repest

the story every VP’I? I demsnd that s2n injunction be 1lssued
ageinst Purim. cnell renounce my Succah end esrog snd

lulov, my pe]ms, in 2 wor#, I renounce everything conneested
with my nae. - .

Judge: (Arising end eddressing these present:) Listen to me.-
end I shell tell you my decislion. Purim is the only free
snd easy-going holidey in which there are no prayers, no
specisl preyer books, no ceremonial, A person is froe en
thet holidsy to amucse himself in sny wey that he cees fit.
It is the Jewish cernival. It is the Jew's season of joy.
No other story tells so meny worthy things about the Jews.
They defended themselvee azgeinst their enemies, but thelr
hend touched nothing by wey of plunder. ThHe most importent
point of the story is thet Mordecsi wes not centent with
his own good forture. Ee wes devoted fo his people. His
Esther wss 3 queen, yet he mourned with his people oand were

1



the seckcloth 2nd ashes. All others towed htefore Hemen,
the powerful, tut Mordecai, thoursh covered with ashes snd
mourning over the mlsfortunes of the Wews, refused to trow
before enyone, He knew thet &g & man end es 8 Jew he must
tow hefore no one. Humesn pride and dignity sre the con-
sciousness of morel power end within it is the strongest
power in the world. With it, 211 the Hemans of our day,
those who tecorie releted to-Ahesuerus, forget their people,
bPend theilr head 2nd tow their knee to those who sppeer to
re somebodyv--thet &agein cennot re weld to te the feult of
Purim. -Purim, youi are a very sympathetlic end pleasent
holidey. (o to the Jewicsh people end remind them of Hemen
eand tell them of Wordecsi., FEring them joy with yaur Hemsn
cekes and other fFoodies, which thev tsste so seldom. En-
-courege them. 1let them heve joy end heppiness. This is
your mission, Purim. ' v

PURIHM GAMES

Fill in the .hlank spaces- ‘

1. ¥e observe ~Purim on'thq-m.......... of Adar,

2., On that day the Anti-Jew;sh'plans of.}....-...'were
U_Dset b‘? a8 20 8 " 0w 0P and ||¢¢t|-..tl.

3. The three -chief features of Purim observances are the
reading of the ..eessseee night and rmornina.

4. Also the "Sending Ofesessesses One to the other and
0 88 00 80 s tO' t}‘le pOOT." ’

- 5;_ Wé are sure to partake of the delicious triangular
escvsssssy Which is served at -the Purimecsscssisce

ESTEER ., - HAMANTASCHEN - AHASUERUS



IN SHU, SHU, SHUSHAN’

1,

Oh Heman wes 8 high end mighty bluff,

Inh Shu, Shu, Shushan long 8go0.

He ordered Mordecel to teke hls
_ derby cii,

In Shu, Shu, Shusharn long 520

'So we sing, so we sing!

So we sing end riasse 8 rowi
For Hsman he wss swinging >
While Mordecoi wes ringing
In Shu, Shu, Shushsr ling agni

B

But Mordecel sat and lasughed in hl&

face

In Shu, ‘Shu, Shashan long g0,

‘So Haman swore he'!d exterminate the
race

In Shu, Shu, Shushen long 8go,

: .(Chorus)

(To the tune of "Men on the

.Oh, come let us sing, In heert
- rending style
0f ene who wes grest end whom
people did "heil"
The story 1s written on history's

page

£And his neme 1t begins with en
"Aitch"

When he rose to the peak of his.
glory

* They left him high in the air'
And this is the end of the story
"But the world it wss heerd to

declers:

Chofus

; 3 . '
Oh Esther wes @ timid little msid
In Shu, Shu, Shushen long 8go.
But Mordecai told her she needn't
be efreid
In Shu, Shu, Shushen long.ego,
' (Chorus)

4.

'So she went to the King and she

. geve him 8 smile
In Shu, Shu, Shushan long 8go,
The King liked her menner end
her style

. In Shu, Shu, Shushen long ago.

(Chorus)

O4
Ahasuarua wes & jolly 11ttle king
In Shu, Shu; Shishen leng &go,
He ordered Hmen to teke e little
swing
In Shu, Shu, fhushen long 8go.
; (Chorts)

Flying Trespeze")

It's & very sad story no more
shall I smile

Wherever you went it wes heil,
hell, end heil

And when he
611 in o rsge

And his neme it begins with en .

. "Afteh" o

Now the height thet he rose to
wes fesrful

And he ceme to the end of hils
climb

Seld e men in g volce thet wes

cheerful
He's having g "heil of e time"

‘Oh, he swings through the eir

It's 8 joy to behold

His form 1s so perfect

He's breve snd he's bold

It bests 8ll the plays

You cen see on the stage ‘

And his neme it begins with sn "Aitch"
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A WICKED MAN

i

1,

Oh, once there wss 8 wlcked wicked
men

And Hemen wes his neme, Sir,

He would heve murdered ell the Jews

. The they were not to bleme, Sir,

Oh, todey we'll merry, merry be
Oh, todey we'll merry, merry be
Oh, todsy we'll merry, merry be
And "nesh" some Hementeschen

2,

And Esther wes the lovely queen

0f King Ahssuerus.

When Hemen seid he'd kill us 8ll

Ohmy how he did scere us.
(Chorus)

iy

e

But Mordecel her cousin bold,
Seid "What 8 dresdful chutzpo.
If guns were but invented now,
This Haman I would shoot, Sir,"
(Chorus)

4,
When Esther spesking to the king
Of Hemen's plot msde mention
"He hs,"sald he, "Oh no we won't
IT11 spoil his bed intention"
(Chorus)

s,

The guest of honor he shell be

This clever Mr., Smerty,

And high sbove us he shall swing

At 8 11ttle henging perty.
(Chorus)

6.
df 811 his cruel snd unkind wsys

Thls 1little joke dld ocure him,
£nd don't forget we owe him thenk

For this Jolly fesst of Purim,

(Chorus)

(Sung to the tune of "A Bicycle Built for Two")

- 1. King
Esthery Esther
I'm dying ef love of you
Come sey 1t fester
Will you my wife be true?
2, Hamen
It!s only proper
I should this meid advise
For I em the grest big whopper
0f the Perslen Peradise

Fér I em no common laymsn
I em the "Fuerheur"Hsmen
And so I stete, don!t hesitste .
To put on the crown of the Queen

3, Esthey
The . proposition N e )
Isn't so very hot. 3
But Itve 8 mission
Thet puts me on & spot.

This Hemen 1s one grand Ippesh
The other 1s 0314 King Tippesh
But I'm in & whirl, I'm e plein
1ittle girl
And I'm crezy to be 8 Queen



THE FALL OF EANAN .

Ry Kalman Bachrach
Addpted from Hebrew by.
S. Schroler

CHARACTIRE
THE KING
HARBONAH -- THE JESTER

SEVEN TISE MEN-- l. Karshino
2. Sheswar
3e Admose _
4, Tarshish (Negro)
5, Meres
65 Marseno
(these two are like Mutt and Jeff)
7. Memuchan -- laman

I ANCIENT PZIRSTA

==

* PLACE IN BOTH SCENES -- KINGS PALACE II



‘ . . SCENE 1 -

(THE KING IS S ITTING ON HIS THRONE TAXING A NAP, HIS HEAD BOBBING
UP AND DOHN. HJ'—"RPO'\I*'&H FACTES RACK AND FORTH "’ARVING NOT TO 'WAXEN
THE XING., THE GUARDS ARE RORED AND ARL CATCHING FLIES FOR EXCITE::
MENT, ON& GUARLD EAS T0 SN Y7E, BUT TRIES T0O CONTROL HIMSERELEF., EVERY
BODY MAKE:Z SEIGNS AND CESTURES TO THE GUARD fSIGNALIN™ HIM NOT TO
SNEEZE. THE CUARD CCNTROLS BIMSELIY AS LONG AS HE CAN AND THEN
SNEEZES 0OUT IQUD, THE KJ.T\T'E-'L&‘T‘“ UF. }

KING: Harbonahl Harbonah] Where are you?
HﬁRBbNAH: Hineni, I mean, here I am your majestyl
KING: Did ﬁaehti show up alréady? ;

HAHEONAH' Tt's early yet your majesty, Vashti w1ll come, don't
worry, she?ll come. : }

KING: (Pleadingl?)' . But why isn't she here already?

4

HﬁRBONAH' (Quieting the King as if he were a baby) Quiet, quiet
your ma;esty, she'll come, I'm sure she'll come. (KING falls
asleep)

KING: (AVAKENS AGAIN) Well! there's Vashti,‘ﬁhy doesn't she come?
ﬁARBpNAH: (FITH SURPRISE) That's right! Why DOESN'T she ceme?
KING: He;bonah, call in hy'counselore - my seven wise men,
HARBONAH : - (fIJLAP“'1 HANDS) Go and proclalm through all 127 kingdems

as follows] Let the seven wiSe men come before his majesty,
the king, to hold the counsel.

(DRUM REATING AND A VOICE CALLING CARSHENA? SCHESAWR? ADMOSO,
TARSHIM, MERES, MASENA, AND MEMUCHON, ENTER YE SEVEN WISE MEN)

(THE-SEVEN % ISE MEN FILE IN ONE BY ONE WITH HAMEN AT THE END. THEY
LLL BOW, THE KING IS DOSING HARBONAH WARNS THEM NOT TO DISTURB THE
KINGg THEY £IT DO¥WN ON THE FLOOR, THE KING FINLLLY WAKES UP)

KING: Harbonah] Harbonah? Where is my queen Vashti?

HARBONAH: (HE SHOUTS IN THE KING'S XARS A4S IF HE ERE DEAF) The
vilse men came - seven wise men! '

KING: They did come, did they? Well, ask them what shall be done
to Queen~Vashti for not coming as I commanded.

"HARBON.:H® (THLKIVP LIXE A STATESWHN) Listen you wise guys-uI mean
wise men-- His Majesty, the king, commanded Queen Vashti to
appear before his friends to show" them what a cute- queen he
has and she refused to come. Now he has celled you, wise guys
«- I mean wise men-~to ask'your advice. :

CEVEN. TISE NEN‘ (TO E.CH OTHER.'ITH GREAT EXCITEAEWT) The nerwe
of fhe Queen: ;

HARBONAH: The next voice you will hear will be that of the wise



man-~= bring--'em--back=-alive-~=Carshenas

C:RSHENA: (KMEFLIS TITH 4 ™HIP IF F/ND) Your Majesty! Vashti has
committed a great crime, the crime of the century. Therefore
I go to take a r:dz he the market place and give her- the
whipping of the wcntury, 200 times like this -- 1, 2, 3, 4,
(BELTS DOWN ¥ifni 1y 7IMH THR THIP)

HARBONAH ¢ (T HISPERS Iiw. KIsG'S BiAR 48 HE EYES CARSHENA)

KING: Sit down you old fool! Shut your mouth and don't talk sillyl
(CLRSHENL SITS DO¥N)

BARBON/LH: iet us hear Sheswar! Let us hear him}

(SHESALYR GETS UP) |

SHESA4#R: Your majestyl! The Queen cannot.be excused.

HARBON.H: (INTERRUPTING KIM) She didn'i bring a note from her
mother, . :

SHESLWR: (CONTINUING) Imagine the queen mot obeying the Kinge Vho
does she think she is anyway? Shirley Temple° ”e'll show hext,
_ Take her out and hang her on a tre~i

(HARBONLH BU? TQ INTO LOUD LAUSHTER AND FALLS ALL OVER HIMSELF)
(THE KING LND LLL ON ETLGE LLUGH TOQ) _ '
(SHESA™R £ITS ™OWN TN EMB/RRESSMIHNT) -

HLRBONLH: (LNNOUNCER FASHION) And now we have with us tonight the-
one and only Admoseo the mad Persian of Persia, Speak my frang

LDMOSO: Your majestys So she von't listen to you, Hah? Ts«ts-#s. Bot
vot can you expeck from a queen with a mame like Vash ~ tub?
Convidentially speaking; I'm too dumb for vords. But my side
keek here, Tarshish from Harlem - I mean Ethiopia.

T/RSHISH (LRISES WITH GRINNING F.CE ZPE!/XS .IN NEGRO DI.LLECT) Yuh
ma jesty, I'se hoid the bad news all the way up in .Harlem, =~

N I mean Ethiopia < Vashti has gone and done you wrong, yuh,
King of Persia, ihchesuerus! I can hardly believe date But
dere's nuting I can do about ite No suh!

KING Herbonahl Who 1s this black teauty and what’s he yelling about?
HLREON.H: Go back to wheve. you came from, to Ethiopias
(T hRehIQH SITS DOWN)

H,/RBONAH: (IN THE MLNNER OF AN ANNOUNCER DESCRIBING .. PRIZE FICHT)
In this corner, we have Kid Mutt Meres, tipping the scales
-at ¢% pounds, and in the other corner Kid Jeff Marsena
tipping the scales at 295 pounds, Shake hands and fizhte-
I mean, talk clean. (MERES .ND !~.RSIN. GET UP, SH.X3 H.NDS
LED BOL T0 ONE LLNOTHER 7ITE THREIR FOREHE/DS WQETTVG. H.LRPONLH
INIT.TES THEIR GESTURES, MERFE IS TLLL .LND SKINTY, MARSENL

-..‘1_.

£



SHOXT LYD F.T)

Meres: Your méjestyl |

Marscna s IYour_MajestyL

ﬂeres: King Solomon wisely sAid -

Marsena: 4 wicked woman is worsc than death. .(B9TH FORGET TEEY ARE
STARDING BEFORE THE KING 4ND START TLLKING TO ONE ANOTHLR.)

Meres:  Solomon was king in jerusalm&«

Marsens : Hé had l,OOé wives,

Mereé:-'He was a very wise kinge _

Harbonah: ( TO THE AUDIENCE) Not like some othar kings I know,

Marsena: There Were none like him, |

Haman g (DRFSSPD LI RED ' dnS BIG BIL:CK MUSTACHIOS. ARISES alXD INTER=
RUPTS MERES AND M.RSENA.T4IKS LIKE A POLITICIAN = CLZARS HIS

THROAT AND SAYS) ,Most noble and high born King and MaJosty‘
(EVERYBODY QUIETS DOWN) Ruler from India to ﬁtheoylao'

Kinz: (PROUDLY) You're telling mel?
Hamin: There is go better kihg than you in all the world,
King: You said it ol! boy,. o

Hamn : There was never one like you beforel

King: bYid T say "mo"?

Haman: &nd ﬁherc Willlnever be one like you.

King: 7You bet jour boots there won't. Comec here Memuchau, my pale -
' Harbonah, Harbonah, where is the royal necklace? ;

Hamans (OPENS A TREASURE CHEST nND GIVES -IT TO THE KING)

Kinz: (PUTS ON THE ROYAL NECKL:ACH AROTUND HAMAK'S NECK)
I appoint you Prime Ministor and no more shall you be called
Memuchau but Haman shall be your name = Haman}

Harbonah: Heman, son of Homdatha, the »ggagite = oppressor fo the
. Jews s (TO LUDIENCE) Ham for shorte X
Haman: (STEPS BACK WITH PRIDE% CIELRS THROAT) Not only against the
King has Vashtl sinncd, but against all the nobles and lords,

(THE KING STARTS TO DOZE OFF). and against all the peoples

Harbonah: Pipo'doWnQ Haman} bhut__upl. *he king 1s sleepingl

Hamang (STOPS TALKING TURNS TO THE A UDIENCE AND LAUGHS LIKD LMD
: OID*FASHIONED VILLIAN) Haman’ champion- Jew hatqr. Hordecai,



_~-*  the Jew, will swing for me_ (HARBONAH: BUT NOT TO jﬂflv.COOD*
MAN®S SWIFG MUSIC) on atree ne will swing, by the neck until
he's dead. Hal Hatl! Hal

_ scmann 2
( ™T% KING SITS OF HIS THRONT AND C T7'T FATLL 4STRERP. VARY E4RVOUS AND
FI)3RTY, VEAR HIM SITS HARBOIAH, STERPIVS AED SYORIFG .TOUDLY)

KIN3: I wish I could fall asleep. I'1ll count sheep, maybe that will
help me. (COUNTS) One sheep, two sheep, three sheep, tnree
"and.one half sheep. A Whole flock of sheep end lamb chopse.
Nothlng doing = I can't fall asleep. Harbonakl Harbonahi

HAR30ONAH:  (A¥AKEMS ©ITH A BIG HOISE) Here I aml
KING: (BABYISHLY) I can't sleep! >

fAR30FAH: My poor lamb, I mean king = Look! The bed is made &nd it's
nice and quiet here., Shall I sing you to sleep? (SINGS)
Rock-a~bye baby on the tree top, ' -
When the wind blows the cradle will rocks '
When the bou:inh breaks the cradle will fall,
And down will come baby cradle ﬂnd all.

KING: (TOSSIKG ABOUT) !Sno use, I can't Sleep. Amyhe I slept too
much in the first actl:

HARBONA: (CESTURES TO THE ‘AID w0 BRING IF¥ WIFE A!D CHOCAL:ITS, THE
MAID. COMES IN WITH A TRAY ON ‘HICH 1RE A BOTTLE JF WIFE AND A
TARGE OHOC"LATE BAR) -

KIN3: Yho ordered wine? (PICKS UP THE BOTTLE? POINTS AND 1 £18:)
Made In Japan. Throw it out: And who can eat milk chocalate?
The chocalate is nilchedig and I'm fleishig, I just had a
turkey sandwhiche Get it out aquicke. (MATID HURRIES OUT)

HAR3OUAH: (JUMPING AROUND “ITHE JOY) Your majesty I have an idea,

7IN3: Impossible. but let's hear about it anyway, I'1ll try enything
to be able to fall asleepe

Ha330K:H: Tell, Kingie, try to think. .(TO AUDIFFNCE: THAT'S IMTCSSIBLE
TO0) !when is the :last time you regqd a book?

KIN3: Uell, let's see, about 5 years ago.
HAR30NAH: Do vouy remember what happéned to you then?

KIi%: (SEEILG THE IDE.) That's right, now I remembesr, I fell asleep

' before I finished the first page. Great idea = Harbonah, call
my book render = let him rcad for me. I broke my glasses and

'they're being flxod now, I'm sure I'11l fall asleep right away,

GUARDS: Imter chief bock reader to Flng Lhasuerus. (EITE? BOOK
' RE..DER VITH A MEGILIAH UNDER HIS ARM., SITS ON FLOOR &l.D READS
MEGILLAH YITH PURIM MELODY.) ‘



XKIN3: (INTERRUPTS ANGRILY) What reward did I give Mordecai for saving
CmyTlife? , .
. ;

"HAR3ONAH: No reward at all,
Vs i 1
XING: Vhatl No spinach - I mean = no reward at all?? (GETS UP ANGRILY -
ALD EXCITED, READER TUMBLES OVER +ND RUNS OUT. BUGLE C-:LL HEARD
FROM OUTSIDE) Who's coming so early in the morning? Bordent's
nilkman? Y 1 '

’

GUARD: No, it's Haman (HLRBON:H- SPELLS R¥A%T)
KIN3: ZIet him in. ‘

HAiMiN: (BOWS) Most noble and high born king, emperor of India and
" Ethiopia .-

KIN3: (INTERRUPTING ANGRILY) That's old stuff, comeon, say what you

wante | SR
HAMAN: Ruler of 127 klnngﬂs.
KING iw qhit that applesaucc (STOPS AFD CHANGES VOICE Tn A PIEASANT

AFD IFTIMATE TONE) Listen, Famey, I need your advice. If you
were King in my place and wanted to honor somebody'W1tn the
greatest honor, what would you do?

CHAMAY ¢ (VINKING SIVLY? MILING BROADLY ALD . \JBjIhG hIS HAN)u) The
greatest honor? ILet me think; Yés, I hawc it, Take the royal
robes and .garments and the royal horse, you know which one I
nean, and let this man whom you want to honor, put the:royal
robes and ride‘around townlon the royal horse, and let a noble
go in front and yell- "411 hail the man whom the King delights
to honor.," - : -
King: (ANGRILY AND YET WITH A -SENSE 6F RELIEF) Hurry, tako the
' royal robes and the royal horse and do as§ you said to =
Mordocai, the Jew ‘ . o

Haman

- lordecai, the Jew 22211}
King: Yeeh, you heard me the first time = Mordecai, the Jew b

Haman: (CRYING) Boo, hoo, hoo, Mordecai, the Jew, -

THE #ND A
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TO CULTURAL CHAIRMEN AlD ?RESIDAJ~S.I

Vie are sending you g defailed Purim program. The programs
have'béen worked ot so that you maj present them with a minimum
smount of preparation, |

Purim has always symbolized our struv xle for survival, In
alnecst every apge Hamans have arisen against us. .Whenever a world
tyrant arose, the Jews have been the first victims; Even in this
age with the promise of our own land énd national rebirth, the
greatest tyrant of them eall, Hitler embarked on scientifi? des-
truction of our paople._ And €he struggle is stlll) alive.

Purim is for us Mizrachi Women a vivid reminder of the need of
our ‘people for a Homeland; and the lack cf status in the world
that our homelessness has cansed. We know concretely how little
children find security in dur homes in Eretz Yiéroel, and how
important it is that we lzeep them under cur superviSioﬁ.

Nor. shonld we forget that Purim is g time for relaxation, a
therapy that our tormented spirit needs. By all means have as
gavy a Purim celebrstion as you cén, but surely do not forgo the
o:portunﬂtv to c011=ct Shalach Jonos and share your happiness
with the DP chlldren in Europe tHrounh cur Chlldren s Relief

fl

campaign, and sha e your thankfulness with our children in Eretz

Yisroel through our Moes Chitim camvaign.
Mrs. Leah Globe Berenica Grayzel
National Cultural Chairman Cultural Secretary

Mrs. Judith Mandelbaum
Co-Chairman
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SUGGESTED PURIM PRCGRAM

Reading: Poem:

Hadassah by Jessie E, Sampter
Kordecal by Helen Hunt Jackson

President's Message
Culturals:’
Songs
Story of Purim and Observance
Main Festure:
A, Adloyvada or Carnival
B, Packeze Party for Children's Relief
~ C. Purim Seudah
D, Dramatlzation of Purim Story by
Abraham Burstein

Songs

Quiz

Refreshments
Hatilzvah
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PRESIDENT'S. MESSAGE
A ﬁwirling of gregers
A stamping of feet -
Faith 6f small children
In a tyrant's defeat.
A sigh in the chanting,
On- the megillah a tear -
Their fathers are waiting
for nissim this vear.

This little verse was written in-1939 describing the faith of
the children and the despaif of the adults in the face of the
great Hitler catastrophe. This was likewise the faith of the men
of Shushan when they fasted for three days and prayed to the
Almighty. 3 ' '

But now the Yishuv has found one more answer to the Hamans of
today - a method which is not new In Jewish history. It can be.
traced as fap back as Biblical times, when we were sovereign in
our own 1ahd, when by the force of arms we estaﬁliéhed.our position,

We Mizrachi Women are at cne with the Yishuv in their present
struggle for independence.. Although.the war has been declared over
for more than a year, the spirit-cf ﬁitler and of Hamen still
hovers over Europeg'lBritain learned from them, and is using-that
knowledge against the Yishuv today. ;n Europe our people are
languishing in DP camps. Only a :few davs ago we read of the
unearthins of the new Nazi movement in Germany. The danger is still
at hand,

Mizrachi Vomen are no£ silent in the face of the repercussions
of Hamanism. We know that the future geﬁerations cf Jews must be
saved. T us”Purim can ofily be a holiday of joy if we share our.

happiness with the children of the D P camps and the children of

4,
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.Palestine. Their need 1is greater thds year than ever before, and
our giving of Shalach Monos sﬁall be greater.

THE PURIM STCRY

The story of Purim is preserved for us in the Book of |
Esther, known as the "Megillah." It tells of a period in Jewish
history when the Jews lived in Periia more than two thousand years
ago, under‘the reigﬁ of Ahasueras, or Xerxes, as he is knovn to
the rest of the world. |

. The story opéns with the inci&ent A RS B 1 cueras
and his Queen Vashti., She disobeys-his summbns to appear before
him at a bachelor'party. At thé'advise-of his Privy Counéil, he
has her executed., He sendé out messengers to seek out the fairest
" maidens iﬁ the ihnd, and they find the Jewish meiden Esther, the
'cousin of Mordecai, among mény others. ' The Iking makes Esther his
queen,
| Mordecai is often seen within the king's gate, for he is véry
much concerned with his niece'swelfare. There 1s a quarrel between
him and the primé minister, Eaman, because Mordecal refuses to give .
him the homage of a god and bow doﬁn before him.'

Haman conceives the 1ldea .of not only revenging his spite on
Mordecai, but on the vhole Jewish.citizenry of Persia. In the
meanvhile, the king unable to sleép at night calle for his scribe,
who reads to him of how a ﬁan named Mordecal was reéponsible.for
saving the king's life by revealing a cbnspiracy undertaken by a
certain Bithan and Teresh, It'wés further chrohicied that the

king's saviour had never been adequately rewarded for his deed.

S
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The king calls his prime minlster to him the next morﬁing,
and asks him advice on the manner in vhich he should honor one
who is deserving of great honor, Haman believes that this person
can be none other than himself, and suggests that the man be
dressed in regal robes, be seated on the king's horse, and led
through the seats of the citﬁ so that the entire populace should
see how a man 1is hondred by the king. Imagine his chagrin when
he learns thét the man the king wants to honor is lMordecail, and
that he, Haman 1is chosen-to'lead Mordecai on the king's horse
througﬂ the streets.

Now- Haman is really angry, and wents to hasten the day of
his revenge. By playing on fhe fears of the foolish king, and
telling him that he must destroy this people who is different, -
Haman succeeds in getting the king's approval to the extermination
of the Jews. He draws lots to detérmine the day of annihilation.
They fall on the 1l4th day ofrAdar. The news soon spreads throﬁgh—
out the entire city. Mordecal tells Esther what is goiﬁg toh
happen_to her people, and begs her to interqede in their behalf.
The queen invites the king and Haman to a2 series. of dinner parties.
During the course of conversation, she reﬁeals Haﬁan as the one
who would destroy her people,_and.her among then.

Ahasueras is horrified to learn that he may lose his beautiful
queen and sends Hamén to the vewy gallows that were reserved for

Mordecai. Thus Esther serves and saves her people.

We Mizrachi Women are really like Esther in many ways. Even

though we are chosen by fortune in having all the possibilities for
physical and spiritual developrient here in America; when we_know
that any part of Israel is in distress, any part of Israel is in
pain, the pain is ours. We serve our people as did Esther of old
through the giving of ourselves. g
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HCOW PURIM IS OﬁSEBVED

The day of Purim is marked by the reading of the Megillah,
joyous feasting,'masdueraaing, play-acting, and giving charity and
gifts. | |

Megillath Esther is chanted in the synagogue on the evening
and morning of Purim. The-reading of Haman's name froh the
Megillah is greeted by the children with the rattling of gregers
(noise-makers) and the stamping of feet.

A liturgical-seétion (Al Hanissim) is introduced inte the
pfayers,and grace aftér meals which reads as follows:

"ye thank Thee also for the miracles, for the redemption,

for the mighty deeds and saving acts wrought by Thee, as

well as for the wars which Thou hast waged for our

fathers in days of old, at thils season."

Purim is a time "of sending portions one to another,.and gifts
to the poor." (Esther 9:22) ‘Shalach Monos (sending of gifts) to
relatives and friends is a well-established Purim tradition in
Jewish 1life. Gifts for the poor are traditionally provided by tﬁe
contribution of Eachtéit Hoshekel (half-shekel), considered the
-equivalent of' a half-dollar,, to recall the amount given by tﬁe
Jeﬁs for the Temple in the month of Adar,

Purim Shpieler (actors) have always addéd t o the gaiéty.cf the
hbliday. They would stroll from house to house in the Jewish
communities of Europe, dramatizing the events in the Megillah.  Thus
masquerading has become.a manifestation of the Purim observance. |
In recent‘years; prior to the war, the celebration of Purim in.

Tel Aviv, Eretz Yisroel, was climaxed with a grand carnival called

the "Adloyada." (literally: Ad lo ya-dah, he didn't know one from

T
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the other., This ex»ression is used in connection with. a pérsqn
who has celebrated the Purim festival sojexuberantly'that he doesn't
know when he 1s saying cursed be Haman or blesséd be Mordecai.,)
| The pelébration of Purim is brought to a fitting close with
a family nmeal (seudah).- Thé ﬁdst popular dish is Hamantaschen,
three.cornered cakes filledlwith pepRy seeds or prunes,.named for
the villain, Haman. :

Ta'anit Estherl(The Fast of_Esther)'is'observed the day before
Purim to commemofate the three days! faét of Esther pfiér to her |
appearance before Ahasuerus. Aslthe Jews of Shushan did not

cease fighting until the fifteenth day of Adar, that day is known

as Shushan Purin,
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OPERATING. AN "ADLCYADA" OR PYRIM CARNIVAL

Place: A large room or gyri, If yon can't get a large room, you
can use several small ones together to be used as beoths.

Decorations: Colorful and gay, Make use of crepe paper, streamers,
buntings and scraps of materials. Motif: Either a Persian
Garden or a street in Tel Aviv. The booths can be the
stores that line the street serving refreshmenu“ and
selling souvenirs.

Booths: Each booth can have a barker to shout its wares. A good
' suggestion 1s for the women who have specific hobbies to
have shops with their wares on display. If you have game
booths be sure precautions are taken so that nc one gets
hurt.

ﬁmonn the games suitable for Purim are: Put the tail on
Mordecai's donkeys; Punch Haman in the ewe; Crovn Quecen
Esther; Purim photos (if a member 1s an amateur photogra-

pher. INake use of Palestine products in the souvenir
booths. '

Entertainment: The Purim story can be dramatized in the form of
the rhymed story in the GUIDE. Singing of Purim songs;
a magician; dancing and special talent.

Masquerading: TFor a more elaborate affair, the guests come. in
costume and the best are chosen for prizes. To this can
be added a Queen Esther Beauty Gontest

PURIM SEUDAH
For those groups that cannot plan an elaborate function, a

Purim Seudah can be arranged in the meeting hall. Here the tables"

can be set with grepers, favors and refreshments, consisting of

Hamentaschen and a small salad. The chairman can tell the story

of Purim, group singing, and some ehtertainment. The time be-

fore the Seudah can be used to prepare packages for the Caildren's

Relief campaign as Shalach Monos for the children in Mizrachi

I

homes.
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THE PURIM STCRY
. In all Its Rich Unvarnished Glory
No Facts Omitted, Gay or Gory
In days of yore a King's command was carried out

on-every hand, and he who dared to disobey, with lifelmnd fortune
had to pay. Consider King Ahasueras and what a lonﬂ—remambered
fuss he ralsed beca;se his handsone queen before his guests would
not be seen. Of course, his guests were rather drunk, and some
beneath the table sunk, but king's decrees are always made with
but one view - to be obeyed, at any rate, his retinue,laghast at
such unmet ado, advised the king to fire this d6ne and get a new
dueen. So 'twas done.

Throughout the Persian Empire then they 'sent some quite dis-
cerning nen, to gather every maiden in whose looks the royal eye
might win. Among them was a lass named Esther - for this_ﬂer‘brethren
lafer blessed her - who, mid the others squeezed (or squozen), was
as the kingly consort chosen.‘

The king knew naght of Esthdll's race, bift gloried in her
pretty face. For Esther, silent, pleased thereby her nuérdian -
uncle lMordecal - a Jew of many excelleﬂces, who hated sham and
vain pretense?.

Next to the King, in Persia's realm, a man named Haman held
the helm - A.Hamah vain and hard and béd; vile, false, and cruel,
proud and mad. (There is no Jewish lad that lives who could not
pile up ﬁdjectives). Now Mordecal would not bow down to any self-
important clown., He sat before the palace gate, ignoring Haman's
prideful state - at which the Persian grew so riled he acted

positively wild!

10,
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I hate the Jews! I hate thenm all!# he cried. . "I'm mad
enough to bawl! 1I'll ask the king to choose a date when all of
themﬂ@ill get the gate!" ' The king when Haman told his lies about
those worthless Hebrew "guys" took off his ring and signed a
paper, to turn the-Jewish nane to ﬁapdr, And by a drawing - PP?EQ
called the date was set, a parchment scrawled, and through the whole
great kingdom bawled.

Now Mordecai, who stiil defied the wicked-Haman's sneering
pride, and again humiliated the villain ﬁhom his people hated . (you've
read the Bible taje, of course, of Mordecai, Haman and the Horse),‘
at once sént messeﬁgers to the queen with news of what he's heard
and seen. ' | |

She wouldn't interrupt the king, she said, no matter what the
stress, while he was at his gome of chess, nen died for just that
very thingl But Mordecai qeblied at once, "Core, be your agef
Don't play the dunce! If 2ll the Jews must meet with death, what
chance have.you to save your breath?" |

The logic of that statement hit her - and how, in accenfs dire
and bltter the queen dencunced her cruel foe, I'm sure that all my
'readérs know, They str?ng up Haﬁan on the polé set up as Esther's
unclet!s goal. And thuslthey learnt to celebrate each year thet
memorable date when Esther, qﬁeen, an& Mordecai brought sunshine to
the Jewisn sky. |

.In truth, no maﬂ_will fiﬁd a quarrel with Purim's story and the
ﬁoral._ It wasn't that the king would care if every Hebrew took the
air, But Eake the¢queen - that's ﬁot so fine: and thrt was where he
drew the line,.,- He'd lost one queen not long before, and had no
wish to lose some more. It wasn't such a simple thing to find a
match for Persia's king!

-=Abrgham Burstein
11, ' -
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SCNGS

A Wicked, Wiclked Man

Oh, once there was a wicked, wicked

man :

And Haman was his neme, Sir! -

He would have murdered sll the Jews

Though they were not to blame, Sir!
CHCRIUS

today we'll merry, merry be

teday we'll merry, merry be

todey we'll merry, merry be

"nash" some "Homentashen."

Oh,
Cn;,
Ch,
And

And Esther was the lovely Queen
Cf King A-hs-su-ereas
Yhen Haman said He'd kill us all
Oh my , how he did scare us
(Chorus)
But Mordecai, her cou31n bold,
Said, ‘"¥hat a dreadful chutzpn,"
If suns were but invented now,
This Haman I wonld shoot, Siri"
(Chorus)
lihen Esther, sperking to the King
cf Haman's plot made mention.
"Ja, Ha", said he, "OH,
I'll spoil his bﬂd intentlon.
" (Chorus) )
"The zuest of -honor he shall be,
This clever, Mr. Smarty,
And high ahbove us he shall swing
At a little henming - party."
(Cherus)
0f all his cruel 2 nd unkind ways.
Thig 1ittle joke did cure him.
And don't forget we owe him thanks
For this jolly feast of .Purim.

Chag Purim, Chag Purin

Chegs Purim, Chapg Purim,
Chapg go-del hu la-y'hudim
fesgvchos, ra-s-sha-nim ’

Z'miros v'ri-ku-dim,

Hava na-rishsah, rash

B'reg~-a-gho-nin.

rash, rash,

Chag Purim, Chag Purim
Zeh el zeh shol-chin ma-nos
Mach-ma-dim, mam-ta-zinm

12
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Shu-Shu-Shushan

Haman was a high and mighty
bluff,

Shu-Shu-Shushan long ago

ordered Mordecai to take
his derby off

In Shu-Shu-Shushan long ago.

But Mordecai sat and laughed

in his face,

Oh

In
He

In Shu-Shu-Shushan long 270,
So Haman sw8re he'd exterminate
his race,
In Shu-Shu-Shushan long aﬁo.
CHCRUS
So we sing, so we sing
So we sing and raise a row

For Haman he was swinging
Vhile Mordecai was singing
In Shu-Shu-Shushan long ago.

Ch Esther was a timid little
maid,

In Shu-Shu-Shushan long ago,

But Mordecai told her she needn't
be afraid.

In Shu-Shu-Shushan long ago.

(Chorus)

So she went to the King and she
zave him a smile

.In Shu Shu-Shushan long ago

The King he liked her manner and
her style,

In Shu-Shu-Shushan long e go.

- (Chorus)

Ahasueras was a jolly little
king -

In Shu-Shu-Shushan long =2 go,

He ordered Haman to take a
little Swing

In Shu-8hu-Shushan long ego.

1

Tu=-pi-nim ﬁ-mig-da-nos

Hava na=-rishah, rash, rash, rash

3'ra-a-sho-nin.
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Hfs Name Begins with an

"

Oh! Come let us sing, in heart
rending style
Of one who was great snc raom

people did '"eil"

The storr is written on Xistory
prge

And his name, it beglns with an
"Aitch,"

Yhen he rose to the pesk of his
glory

Thev lert nim high in the air;

And this is

But the world, it was heard to
declare: Ak

HORUS

Ch! He swings through the air,

It's a joy to behcld,

His fcrm is so perfect, he's
brave and he's bold

It beats all the plays you can
see on the stage

And his name 1t bezins with an.

T At teh, " S

It's & vervy sad story, no more
shall I smile .

Yherever you went, it was hell,

heil and heil

And when he was ongered, he was
all in a rage

And nhis name, it begins with an
"Aitch,.,"

llow the height that he rose to
was fearful

And e c ome to the end cof hls
clinmb

Said a man in a voice thst was
chesrful

He's having a "heil 1" of a time.

(Cherus)

(Thls song is sung to the tune
of "Man on the Flving Trapeze')

Pur,

"Altch

t's

MARCH 1947

BsftHey, Esther

King
Tsther, BEsther,
I'm dying of love for ycu,

Come say it faster

Will you ry Rzivig"

be true?

Your head, a zold crown I'11
. put on,
I'11 buy you a throne to sit onj;

“I'm rather old, but I make so

the end of the story,

bold :
As to ask you to be my queen.

Haman
It's only proper

I should this young maid advise
For I am the great big whopoer

- 0f the Persian Paradise.

Pur,

Fer I am no common layman,
I am the "Fuehrer" H aman
And so I state, do not hesitate
To put on the crown of a queen.

Sather

The prcpesition
Isn't very hot,
But I-have a mission

That puts me on the spot.

ihis Haman is one grand Ippesh,

The other .is old Kinp Tippesh,

But I'm in a whirl, I'm a
plain little girl,

And I'm crazy to be a queen.

(This song is sung to the
tune of "A Bicycle Built for
Two.")

i

Purim

Pur, Pur, Purin,. Purim mai,
Chag shel sim-cha ad b'li dail
Pur-Pur~?Purin ycm hu tov
Chag shel sim-cha ad ein scof,

13,

Dag ba-ma-yim, of al geg

(fam hem yod'im she-Purim chag
Sho-tim ya-yin b'chol peh
Shol-chim ma-nos zeh la-zeh.
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FURIM QUIZ

Gn what Hebrew date does the minor historical festlvcl of
Purim fall? }
The fourteenth of Adar.

“hat does the name "Purim" mean?
"Lots", .

:'hj is Purim known as the Feagt of  Lots?
Pecause "Lots" were cast by Haman, the arch anti-Semite, to

decide on what day the Jews of Persia were to be exterminated,
How is the day immediately preceding Purim observed?
As a fast daye. It is called the Fast of Esther (Taanit Esther)

In what section of the Bible is the story of Purim recorded?
In the Book of Esther.

What event does Furim commemorate? .
The saving of the FPersian Jews from the fiendish plans of
cruel Haman, rrime minister during the reign of Ahasuerus,

Durlng whose reign did the events ocvur which are at the basis
of the Iurlm festival?

Lhasuerus, King of the Persian Emplre, ‘whose reign extended
over 127 prov1nces from India to Ethiopia.

“hy did Faman plot to destroy the Jews?
Eecause they joined vwith their leader, llordecai, in refusing
to pay divine homage to him by-bowing doen to hlm.

#ho was primarily responsible for the frustration of Haman's
sinister plans? .

QYueen Esther, who interceded with the king in behalf of her
peorle; at her cousin Mordecal's suggestion.

By what. other name was Esther called?
Padassah. .

From what tribe did Mordecail and Esther descend?
Benjamine

«ho instituted the observance of Purim? _
The Great Men of the 3ynod, of which august body Mordecal was
a member, -

fFow is the Feest of Lots observed in the synagogue?’

By readuing the Scrcll of Esther at the evening and mocrning
services,

. 14,
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14,

15,

17.

What is a "gregger" or
It is a rattle, made of wocd or netal,

during the reading of the

is mentioned.

Harman "dreher?"

What does "mishloach lMonos" mean?
The sending of gifts.

. MARCH .1947

which children whirl

Megillah, whenever Haman's name

To what special Purim custom does "Mishloach Monos" refer?
To the nutual exchange of presents between reletives and
giving. of alms to the needy.

friends, and the

By what special nasme 1s the messenger known who brings the
oifts from house to house? i

v T

* . The "Shalach Monos Tregser."

18.

19.

20,

21.

22,

23.

Vhat cutstanding function is usually arranged in the home in
connection with the celebration of Purim?

A festive. meal of party (Seudah) at which all members of the
family are gathered.

Vhat are. "Hamantashen?"

1r1aq~ulqr shaped cakes:usually flllad with poppy seeds or
prunes that are eaten on Purin..

Who were the "Purim Shpielers?" .
Ccmpanies of amateur players, who used to go from house to

house on Purim and dance,
* Purinm story.

sing and present episodes of the

What American festival does Purim resemble in its mode of

celebration?

Th anksgiv1nﬁ Day or Halloween.'

thy has the Fest
Jewish 1life?
Becsuse the fate

ticularly during

of Purlm assumed special 51gnllmcﬂnce in

of Israel throughout the ages, o~nd more par-

the middle ages,
f

is symbolized in the story,

Ylhat lesson has the Purim story taught the Jewish people?
Mot to place too great reliance on the
cf any land, nor to despair in the che of per=zecution or

danger,

\

15.~

zocd will of the rulers
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" mations of the worlde

) ; pace 1
BY THEODORE HiRZL '

_ 1 belic¥e that I understand Anti-Semitism, which is rezlly a

highly cormlex movements I consider it fror a Jewish standpoint, yet
vithout fenr or hatred. I believe that I can see whot elements .
there are in it of wvulgar snort, of cormom trade jealousy, of inheritd
orcjudice, or religious intolerance, and also of pretended selfe
defenses I think the Jevish question is no wore social th-n a religious
me, notwithstanding thot it soretires takes thrse and other feemse

It is a nationol question, which ern only be selved by making it a
politicnl world -question to be discussed and dfitled by the civilized a

Wo are =2 peonlee=one peonle.

We have honestly endeavored everywhere to merge ourselves in the
soclal life or surrounding cormunities ond to preserve only the faith of
aur fathors. /e are not permitted to do so. In vein are e loy=l patriots,
our loyolty in sorwe places running to extremes; in vain do we make the
same sacrifices of life and property as our fellowecitigens; in vain
do wo strive to increcse the fume of our mative 1:nd in science =nd art,
or her wezlth by trade and cormerces In coumtries where we have lived
for centurios we are still eried dovm os stransers, nnd oftrn by those
those encostiors weyd not yet domiciled in the lend xhikmiz where mxixx Jews
had alre-dy madn oxnerience of suffenin~e The majority may decice vhich
are the stranwers; for this, ~s indeed every noint -hich arises in the
rcl:tions hetwcen nationsj is a question of risht, I do not herc surrender
any sortion af our srascrintive ri-hit, hen I make this st:tement morely
in rg om n-ore ps an individual, In the world =5 it no' ls, snu for an
indefinite ~eriod 1ill »robably remazin, ri ht orccedes ri~ht, It is
wdless, thereforc, for us to be loysl poieiots, s were the Hururnots
who were forced to srirrate, If ve ciuld only be left in peacCececccssee

Onoressi -n ong Perarcution camnot <x.errinote use Ho nntion on e:rth
has s.rvives such atru~~les aad suffr-iygs a6 we hrve gone thraughs
Juw-baitin; hW's marely strided of [ sur wraklings; th- strong among us
vore iaveriably truc o their roce when mersccubtion troke cut areinast them
Thig evtitud -5 rosi e¢lr~rly as~aveni Ia the reried irmedictely folly
oing the em'ncin: tion of th: Jews, Those Jeus ‘ho vere cdvinced ine
tellectuelly »nc mterizly ntirely lo t the ieelins of belon—in - ta
thei rece, ‘hercver our »olitical wellebein~ hix l:sted for sny length
of time, e hove ossirilated iith -ur surrsundi.cs, Imxk I thi:k this
us %t disercditedls, Henee, the stctesman (e -odld vish fo see a Jewish
strain in his nation, would h-ve to nrovide for .nc duration of our
political wellebein~y and céven - Biarurck cculd not do thate

For old prsjudices ggainst us 3tIl 1lie deep in the hearts of the
peoplcs He who would havenreofs of this necd ¢nly liston to thg neonle
vhere they sncak vith frankncss and simn}igity; »roverb:nd fairy-tale are
Wwth rntieSemitice 4 netion is everyvherc b great child, which can cere
tadhly be educated; but its education wauld cven in most favourable eire
cumsiances, occuny such e vast areunt of time ihat wo could, as #lre:dy

meoéionede
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mentioned; remove our o'm difficul.’es by other means lonz before the
nrocess uas accornlishad. o

o ’}séimilation, v vhich I undersinnd not o:ly e-ternsl conforrmity

in dress, habits, customs, ~nd lon—ua e, wut :1so identity of fecling
and manncr--assimilation of Jews could be effected only by intermartiege.
But the need for rixed marriames ‘oul:’ heve to he feii by the majority;
their more recornition hy 1 aw would certainly not suffices.

The nbvcment'towerd the ormanization »f the Jewish Stute I am
oroposing .nuld, of course, harr Jewish Frenchron no rore thin it would
harm the "assimilated" of other countriss. It would, on the contrary,
be distinetly to thair advantame. For they would no loinger be distmpe
bad in the "chromatic function", as Darwin nuts it, but weuls be Dle to
assimilato in ~eace, because the oresent Anti-Seritism would have been
stonned for ever. They would certainly be credited with beins assimilated
td the very depths of their s-uld, if they stayed vhere they were alter
the new Jeqiah-siate, mth'its sunerior institutions, had become a reality,.

s Wa_éfﬁ one people==our encries huve made us on in nuf dasnite, 2s
rénectedly hap» ns in history. Distress binds us to-ether, nnd, thus
mited, wo suddenly discover our sirem~th, Yes, we are stroaT enouch
to form ¢ State, and, indeed, 2 model Stnte. ile possess all human and
‘material resc..rces necessary for-the nruposes

T

JUDENSTA AT

_ ?LQ;(;This year rerks fifty yesrs since the timé "The Judenstaat™ wvas -

" punhlished, Yet there remain reny who still eling to their individual
5fluthots'and raiatain that. their. gecuritiy is a real one. THistory
“has vindicated Herzl but because we h:ve not achieved our objective

of & Jewish stete as yet, he is still called a“dreamer" by manye

The Jadenstaat is still mesnt to be reread, not thet thc solution to curp
preqent dmlerna con be found in it, but it still has the pewer .o

instill 1n the rasses of the Jevish :conle @ soirit  of rehirth.

Evgry nation has ita'staga of.embryopic rrovth, mcturity rnd
decline. (Hemel, Rabbi Nachman Krochmal, or "Past and Future"e=
Achad Ha'am.) Any true analysis of the sresent stute of o.r neonle
(Lestchiﬂsky) shows thet we a—nin stand at the cross-roads. 'Our nation
.must .be reborn once, a7ains W e must show the way throush "Religious

Ghalutzzut.

-~ ESTHER
BY SHOLOF'AL?ICHEH K

T am not ~oinY te tell you a story bout me Hebrew sbhool, or
‘about m. teacher, or a2 out my tescher's wife, I have told you enou~h
about hem. Perhaps you will allow me, this tire, in honor of the
{eaét'af_Purim, to tell you a story of ry teacher's daurhter, ksther,
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. If the Esther of the Bible was as bhaautiful a ereature as the
Esther .of my .story, then it is no wondcr sho found favor in the oyes of
King Ahesuerus. ' The Tathor of vhor I am ~oin~ to tell you was loved
by everybody, evoryhody cven by me and my older brother lottel, tlthouch
ho wag "Bar-!"itzvah" lon~ a, and they were r'”in un-a match for him,.
. and he wes wcariw~ a vatch ‘nd chein this ~ood h11c. (If I ar not
ristaken, hc had 'alro~dy started te ~row a voard at tho tire I speak of.)
And that my brother Yottel loves Fsthor, 1 em positivece Hc thinks I
do not .know that his goins to Hebrew school every Sebbath to reond vith
the teacher is a rory nretext, a yesterday's day’. -The teachcr snores
loudly, The teecher s wife stends on the doorsteo talkin~ with the vomens
<o ‘boys .olay eround the roor, and "otterl and tsther are staringe
she ‘at him, end-he ot hero 1t sometircs heapnens that we boys play at
"blind-man'e =buff." Do you knov vhet "blind-man's-buff" is? ' liell, then
I will te!ll you. You take a boy, banda~ec his cyes with a handderchief,
place him in the middle of the floor , ed all the boys fl; arOund him
cryine: "Bllndran, bl;nﬂnan caLch mob :

Mottel hnd Tsther alse nlay at "blind-man's-burf" vith us. They like
the r~eme tecausc, tvhen they are nlryznp it, thcy crn chisc onc anotheres
ahc hzm and he her. '

And T have meny more Iroofs i_could pive you that === Byt I em not
That sorte C

- I ‘once cauwht thom holdins hands, hex hers, and she his. And it
was not on the Szbba.h cithcr, but on a ‘oekday. .It vas towards cvening,
betwc-en the afternoon and thc_cven1n:‘nraycra,- He was nretending to
me to the synamoruc. Ho strayed into Hebrow school. ™ Whore is the tceoe
chor?® ®The teachcr is not here." And hoe vent m»nd gave her his hand,
mether, that i3, I saw them.. He 11thdre his hond and ~ave me a nenny
to tell no one, I asked two, eand he #avo re two. 1 asked three, ond he
mave mo threcs ‘that do you thinkeeif I had as:ed four, or five, or six,
would hc not hove Fivon them? Dut I am not that sort.

fother tire, too, somethisng haopcned. BRut gﬁough of this. I vill rather
tell you the real sto:y--the ono I proniaod_ynu, : C

80000000 ROO00 OO ODROdOCO0OOAEORDW

48 I'told you, my brother *ottel is rrowm up. He doos not ro
to Hebrew school any rom$ nor does hc ish to learn anythin~ at home,
For this, ry father calls him "Mon of clnyg Ho has no othor name for
hime 'y mother does not likc it. Wwhat sort of a habit is it to ca)l
8 y-ung man, almost a briderroom a men of clay? Thoy quarrel bout it,
I do not know whet other parcnts do, but my parcnts elwnys quarrol eboyt
ry brother; Day =nd nimht. they are quer-elling .chout him,

if I woro to tell ycu how my father nnd wother quarral. you would
snlit your sides laurhingm, But I am not that sort.

In & word, vy brother Mottel dnes not mo to' Hebrew school any rore. Neverd
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theless, he do-s not formei to send thc teach r a "Purim” nrésent. Huving
boon @ nupil of kis hWe srnds hir a nico a0er n tebrow, illurinaicd

vith a "Shield -of David," and tow dollars. 'ith vhom doecs he sond this
"ourin® nresent?. Uith »e,.of course. Ty .brother says to'rgy Here,
‘hand the -cncher this "Purin" presents Then you eure buck, I'%dl) ~i

ten cents. .Tem cents is ' onoy.. But “hut then? I went the roney Nows

'V brother soid T wes & fool. 3eid I: "It mey be I am'a foole I will
not arsue nhcout. it, "But I want to s-¢ the “oncy," soid J. %Tho wo -»u
think won?. : ' R%

Ho gavo re the ten rents, 2nd hrndrd re the teacher's "Purin®™ pre-
sent in a sealed envelone. 'hen I was ~oin~ off, he thrust into ry hrad o
sec -nd cavelopeo r=nd 3:id to re, in a quick .hisner: "And tnis you uill
rive to Gsthers™ "To Esthert™ "To Esther.". Any one olse in ry place
would havo asied i:dge +3 r- ch. Tor this. Tut I am not that. sort,

ssbbtecevsononessscnsvendibon

"God in He=ven, " thouvht I, when I was ~oing off with the "Purin"
presoht, "that can ry brother have - ritten to the torcher's dau-htorl I
rust have a prcp === Ohly just a peepe T willinot take a kito o.t of its
Twill n.ly look at it.” ‘ ' - '

And I onened Tsther'a lectter and read a wholo “Tcnzlah“ 1 will
rencet what was there, word for worde . '

“prom Lordreai to msther,

"And thero vns a men, & youn mun in Shushun e= our villar~e.
Yis name <vms "ordecai and he lovc: a rriden called Zsther,

And the maiden was beautiful, ehamins. And tho moiden found
favor in 'is - ®se. The mriden tol: this to no an  bocause
tottol "hed msked her not toe. ‘very cay Yottel pamsses

her house to @tch a <lirmnse of Tsther. = And when the time comes
for Wsther to ot rarried, Yottel will ;o with her under the
;addlwﬁ ca:ionye ™ F ‘

thet do y~u say te ry brothere=how he trenslatrd the "Book'of Esthe ¥
I should like to hear whet the tezéiicr ill szzy to such o translation.
But “ow cores the cot over .hc wstor?! Hushy Theore's e way, as I am a
Jowd I will chrnse the letiers, give the teacher's nocrm to Rsther,
and Bsther's letter to the tcocher. Lot him rejoice. #ftervards, if
thére's a fine to <o, i1l I be.to blAme? Don't all ‘neoolrs raoke mistakes
somotimes? Docs it not happon thut oven the 1otter-carr10r of our villnres
nimself for~sts %o mive up letters? o such th11 i1l ever hapmen to me

I am not that sort,.

"food  'Yom=tov," I cried the rorcnt I rushed inte Hebrew school,
in guch an cxcited voice thrt he jurmed. ™7y brother roptel hes sent you
@ "Purim®” nresent, -nd he vishes y-u %o live to next yenr."

And I Bave the tcacher Nsther's- lettcr. o onened it, re: it, thouh
a whilo, looked &t a~ain, turncd it n~idut o0s ail sides, 26 if ip scarch of
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gor:ethinm, '"Secafch, 3- rch," I seid to rysels, "and y:u will find somes
thinm. "

The teacher put on his silver soect ecles, read the lettor, fnd did znot
even roke n ~riracce ‘'l only si~hed «= 10 10 ce Liter he :id tore: "
"Waite I will writec a few liacs." And he took the oen cnd iak =n. strrtedd
to write a fe liaes, I‘ennvhile, 1 turned arcund in the Hebrew schoo.

The teacher's wifec rave ro o little cuke. ind vhon no ono wis lookins I
out into Esther's hand the noer -nd the -oncy izntinded for her father.
She reddened, went into z corner, and oncned the envelone slowly. iler
face bturnt like fire, and her cyes bYlazed daz~ersusly. "She doosn't sSeem
0 ‘e srtisfiecd wdth the 'Purim nrescnt.” I thousn o I tosk from the
~teachor the fe- lines he had :ritten. '

. "ood "Yom=tov" to yau, teacher.“‘I eried in the seme excited voice
as en T had core in, "™ay you live to unext year." And 1 wns -onc,
then I weson the other side of_thc door, Esther raa after re. Her eys
verc red with weening. "Hore she said anmrily, "“ive this to your broshere

On tho -y wome I first oosncd the teachor's lectter. e wms rore
irmortant, This is what ms uwritten in it,

"My D ear and Faithful Punil, Fordecedi He

"I thank you many tires for your 'Purim' present thot Have sent re.
Iast yoar and the year befcre, y 'u gsent r: 2 recl "Purim® nresent. LCut
. this year y:u scat v+ = ae: treaslation of the "Book of “sther.' I thank
you for it, Rut I rmust tell, you, Yottel, that y-ur rendering does
wt nlesse vc at alts Firstly, he city of Shushsn eaunol do cezlled our
ville=e,{ Thea I should likc to now waiere it says that Mordecni -ms a youx
mn? And iy do y u call hir “ottol? thich “oticl?  fnd vhere coes it s y
ke loved o rriden? Tho uord referring to fordecai =nG Isterh moons
'‘broutht up®*s And your saying the @il -owith aer under the veddin~ canopy’
is just idiotic nons:nsce  The ohras~ you quote ruiers to ‘hasucrus, not
to ‘ordccai. Then a~ainy it is nechere - miicnrd in the "Book of .
Zsther' that Ahagucrus wont -ith Tather under the wedding cunonye Docs’
it nced brains to turn n nassero unside . dotm?!  Every nasiaTe rust hove
gense in it. Jast yerr, ~nd thc ys-r befdre, you sent me sorcthing
differente This yrar you sent your toacher o translation of the 'DRook
of Wsther,' ond n distortnd trunslation into the barpeine. Well, per-
haps it shoud be co. Anyhow, I am sondino you back y:ur trenslation, and
ray the Lord scad you 2 mood yoar, according ito the wishes of your
tazcher.” '

tiell, that's whnt you cwll = slen in the facce It serves ry Srother
right, I should think he =ill ncver write such o "Rook of lsther® a;ain.
Havinm ot throurh the iteacher's lettrr, I rust sce -hot the teachor s
deursihlor writerse, On conening the envelpor, the tuo dollcrs fell out. vhat
the dovil docs this reany 1 road the letter-wonly o fow 1lincse
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“:ottel, I thonk you for the twe dollarse You moy take thorm back.
I never oxnected ‘such o *"Purinm” srosontfror yeues I want no prescnts
from you, and certainly no churity.” :

Hay Hal Vhat do yeu sty t2 4hot?She doos not charity. A nice story,

as ‘I am a Jowish childl Well, vhnt's to be done ncxt?! Any onc clsc

in my placo weuld surcly have torn up the i ledters -nd nut the roncy

in his pocket. Put I am nct tiut sorts I cid = better thing than

thet. Youwill henr whnte I arcu:d vdth rysell oftcr this fashion: thon
all is ‘'scid snd déne, I pet ouid by ry broihor fettel for the Journcys
Then what do I wunnt hirm for ncw? I wont nnd Fuve the tuc lotters to ry
fnthcre I wonted to her vhot ne wuld sty to them. He would understam
thc tronsistionbetteor than the te cher, theush he.is a father, nad the
teocher is o tenchare

LR NN NN E R A RN R R N R N R N E NN E RN R NN ]

What hooened? After ry father hod rcud the two ietters ind the trenslae
tion, ho took hold of rmy brother Iottcl and dermanded cn oxplanation of
‘hir. Do not ask re nny rore,



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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HALACHA FOR PURINM

Of the seven !"Vvitzvot added by the Rabbis( i.p')ﬁ J‘.\'{’M' JPurim has
two. Tho Rambam (Lews of Vegilleh and Chanukah)seys: There. are two
¥itzvot made by the Sofrdm and they are not to be counted with the
other 613, Ono for the Vegillah, ond one for Chanukch,

However upon closer inspection one findss that in Purim itself
thore are seven "cormandments™ set dovm by the Scribes. Each of them
ie to be fulfilled as any law postulated by the Sofrir. Thoy ars not
tu be classed at 211 under the heeding of goneral rinhagim.(customs)
Tney are

2} tho reading of the Megilla

b} the sending of gifts to your fellow man

¢)presonts to the poor

d) the reading of the Torah

e) the addition of "al hanisin® in the prayers cnd in the
saying of grace. ;

) the Purin feast ("Vishteh V'sirchah"),

g) the prohibition of mourning or of fasting.

The reading of the legillah (Scroll):-=Wo find a speciel tractate
in the Bebli, Yerushalmi, and Tesephta sot aside for the laws of Purir
and called "l'egillah®., This is the most basic and primary l'itzvah of Purim
and only in reading the scroll do we bless "aaher kidshanu birmitzvosav cte!
The later cormmentariesz such as the 'egen Avraham,“Birur Halacha" and
others,question whether the other two blessings “al hanisim™ and
"shehechiyanu" rofer only to this V'itzva or otherses The halachic problem
would present itself as to whether ene who has no Vegilla should say the
~ other two blessings or not.

Howcver, noone can deny cven the irmertance of the "Reading of the
Vegilleh" in relationship to Commondrments set down by the Terah, The
pricsts and Levites can stop their holy werks and rust come liston to
the reading of the Scroll which taokes precodonce(Tractote Yegillah 2:9,
The Rembam (Magilleh Chapter I,Law 1) rulcs that the "learning of Torah®
is to be set aside for tho "Reading of the Vegilla" and this is an analogy
for the other commandronts of the Torah that are also to be set aside,
excopt for the law of burial of = doad porson who has noone te bury him,
T jo Ramah rules differontly on this ratter. He rainteins that there is
sufficient time to do both mitzvot. Tho problem is, which Mitzvah is to
be done first; but no cormandrent set dowm by the Torah is to be set
asido for ths roading of the Negilla.(being onyy o mitzvah of the scribos).
T jhis holachic question was developed quitc oxtensivoly by rany groat Baall
Holacho aftorwardse -

A very interesting point is brought out by.tho T"az, that is a basiec
point concerning theee holiday of Purim. In enswer to the Rabainu
Nisir's gquestion as how Vegilla being a Lav sot down by the Scribes, can
take procedenco over a lew of the Torahl=e~ The T"az (Turai Zahav)ansvers
that this is a law of Kabbala (founded down) ond tho rule is “we adhere
to that which is handed dowm by traditien, as ruch as thet stated in tho
Toroh itself™, (His beais lies in Tractate Roak Hashazne 19q)

fe da ~“ mal1Y knarm fram Treatedta VAar-i1ln e Pnow that in o eity
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YL (eontra)

As is well known from Tractate Yegilla we know that in a city habving

e vall around it since the days of Joshua, the megilla is read on the 15th

 of pdar.(and not on the 14th). The Rebbis today had a problam concerning
the new city of Jerusalom, which lies out of the bounds of the walss of the
eityo Yeny outlying districts are more than a ‘mile outside the limits of th
old wall of the: city but are fomnected to the other sections of the citye
{a one mile limit had been set down by the Rabbis)s But since the T'chum

~of Saturdny bogins 2,000 yarda outeide tha lirits of the furthest section
of the city(ns lonz as it is 'a scciioa connecisd to the other par ts of the
city), the -decision tiaxd was -thet the Megilla is to be reed in the new
city of Jeruaalom on the fifteanth.

The sendinz cf gifts-
' - The Rabbis argued on the problemewhether one who
sent ﬂifta to his friend and the latter refused to accept them has fulfilld
. his obligation or not; a pupil who sends ngta to his rabbi perhaps doesn’t
fu;nmutho cormandment bocause tho recoiver cannot be considered "his friendg";
. rust the present be sont ony by means of a messenger ete, These quastiona
and others still are the subject of pilpulic discussions, '

Rabbi S. Zavrzn
(Hamoadin Baahalacha)
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Antiuspﬁit;em

- The tople of antissemitism ig derinitely the most over—workad topie:
abbus whieh Jews write tiday. ‘Every Anglo- Jewish periodicel that appears
must include some article by some expert presenting ‘some new analysis. Wo
ean readily see why Americen Jews continue to reed the average dribble on
the aubject jsince they have a subconcious fear ‘for the. sacurity of that

‘which' they posaasa( matarial goods, community standing etu.)

Due to this fear organtzztiohs ‘such as the Anti— Defemation League
were set up t0 ferret out every small movemert that:is aenti-Jewishs It is
quite unfortunate that much ‘of the resulting publicity has had an edverse
effect and has given these groups the national spotlight they desiredi
The assimilated leaders of Americen Jewry realizing thaczt:this procedure
was only & negative means, begﬁn to stress a few years ago ,inter-faith works
Thig artificial creation of good-will is still going strong and they yet
hape to find vsalvetion'' for American’Jewry along these lines. We have but to

_read the words of Louis I. Newnan (Jewish Post3/3/46) Who finally edmits
‘that even amonget the Protsstant groups renl equallty and rscngnition cannct

be achievad._ f

Although a knowledge of the History of Anti—Judaism.Anti—semitism, Gh
Ghetto 1ife(Wirth- The Ghetto),Apologetic literature(From !Against Apion' to
*The Truth about The Protoeols'-Barnstazn)‘is irportant, we. should not
expect any definitive understanding or solution for Antz—Semitigm anywhere.
Every one of us must understand that "it" is withus, and that each individual

:reacta paydholOgically 4o this more, of our society,It is indeed unfortunate
that men of means determine. the policy of American Jewny, and blind them=

selves to the real situation and to what to devote their efforts. Thw ill-
usionary goals thoy éeek .were alao sought by the uppar utrata of Germans of
Mosailc persuagion, _

‘There is no question but that'the Jowish wagon is hitchewm to the
democratic star' (M,Steinberg), and chaverim of our Tnua in particular
should actively participate in groupe that fight Mnti-Semitism openly
and militantlys However ,we must not be subdued psychologicelly and féel
that we or our ideaslssare escapist in essenge.: While Zionism as a political .
movement(In the Judenstmat, or in Auto-emencipation <Pinsker)may gain its
momentum on the basis of negating Anti-Semitism we must show that this
isn o % tho basls for our movements The ideals of our Torah, the Mitzvot, endé
and the way of life developed by our Helacha are rightfully ours,, and
es any people" we have the right to live as we please. That is what Eretr Yik

Yisroal means to usse

This is our inaliable right, but since we wore and still are
'one poople scattered end dispersed{--(Megillat Esther), wo left oursolves opa
open for anti-Judaism and ite moderdaversion anti=-Semitism,The feeling of
“Gaon Leumi"(netional pride) must be developed in our people ‘and only the
rebirth of our people on the land, and in the cities of RBretz Yhsroel can

‘preate an anti-toxin ageinst. the psychological neuroses of Anti-Semitism,
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(Anti-Semitism ~comt?ad)

Purim as a holiday cen best typify the Galut cemplex of the Jew{,
for on this day the Ghetto adopted the slogan of 'Lebe und Lach' whiich p
provided a temperary 'escapiem® for the individual. It is our duty in the :
Shemer to edueats our cheaverim that there is no way to escape the constant
conflicts be it Secular vs. Raligious Life or Jew vs. Gentile , that are. -
the makeup of our society. The young A Chaver must have as his basic tnua
education & formulated attitude of 'Shelilat Hegelut'-(Negation of diaspora

1ife) . We can than procede and present our iﬂeolog’y in all its posit:l.va ‘aspech

Every Shomer should draw out the’ subjective approach of the cha.varim -
he knows towards enti-semitisme This san best be done in the kvutza and by thﬁ
means will ho get to know the motivation behind lus own chevree -

A lthough Purim is 'bha only Holiday whieh we celebrate mhdt taok
place not in Eretez Yisroml ,and must be classed as a Misppra holiday,
can yet find in it the method of annihilating the Diasppora. a

"G-o and ga.ther up ell tha Jews" aaya the Mag:.lla.

JOU GINTILES#4 Mauriee Samusle

ANTI=GEMITISH~ Tesborday and Tomorrow-L.L.Levi.nger

ANTI-SEMITISV- Hugo Velentin

A/EA RTISAN GUIDE T0 THE JEWISH PROBLEN- M.Steinberg ppe1-100.

' ..W I.Graeber and SiHeBritt

) ?Bociology of Anti-semitiem throagh the !geao
b)) "™ of Modern Anti-semitism, -
o)origin of Anti-semitic attitude
d) Motivation of Jew-Gentile relationships

Fireside ‘THscussion SGrias-Obtamable at ISDN.Walls 5B Chzca.go Ill.

PT rim Torsh ;

Hg;nigdal- Wlo I Noe 4,

Massechet Purim (Hebd)

Heggada of Purim (Heb)

Zhanim Tovim -D.Peraky (Also in the Heb. weekly Hedoar)

Purim Meterial

Biblﬁ.ography listwJewish Education Committee- 1776 Broa.dwayN.Y.Go
From Hodu to Xush (Play) -Hashomer Hadati

sefer Hamoedimw-Vole II =1938, JoN.F. (Hed) :
Purim --Young Judaa 1942. Excallant. for Arts end Crafts atc.
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20 QUESTIONS FOR PURB[

Test Your .fewish Knowledga

As part of its program service to Jewish Community
Centers and !M-‘ﬂﬂAs, the National Jewish Welfere
Boerd has published an 8l-page brochure entitled
PURIM., Fram this manual, which contains a wealth
of material for planning Purim programs for young
end old, and from "The Jewish Holidays, 250 Questions
end Answers on Their- Sign:lﬂcance. Origin and Qbser=
vance," by Dr. Mordecai’ Soltas, we have extra.ctad
this Purim quiz. 9 000

N, 'ME EDITOR

QUESTIONS

1= On what Hebrew date does the .mi.i;Or hilstorlica-l festival t;:f' Purin f£allf
2+ That does the name "Purim" meen?
3= Tthy is Purim known as the F‘eaat of Lots?
L= How is the day :lmuediately preceding Purim obaerved? :
5= In what sectiop of the Bible is the story of Purim recorded?
" b= To what is the Hebrew name "Magillot“ usually appliad?
7= Vhat event does Purim commemorate?

8= During whose reign did the even‘tﬁs occwr, which are at the basis of the
Purim festival?

—— 9= Thy did Heman plot to destroy the Jews?

" 10~ Tho was primarily responsible for the rrustration of Haman's sinister plan?
By what other nsme was she knowny = =v& =i~

1l= From whet tribe did Mordecai and Esther descend?
12« Tiho instituted the observance of Purim?

—n_13=/How is the Feast of Lots observed in the synagogue?
U= That is a'“gi'egger or Heman "dreher?" |

15= Vhat does “Mishloah Manot" mean and to what special Purim custom does
it refer?

o 16~= By what special neme has the measenger been lmown who carried the Purim
gifts from home to home? .

(more)



17= Tlhat are "Hemen Tashen?"™ What outstanding function is usually erranged in
connection with the celebration of Purim in the home?

18- Who were the "Purim Shpielers?” What type of herrymaking is indulged in on
Purim by young and old, in the damestic celebrations?

19» What American festival does Purim resemble in its mode of celebration?

20= Why has the Feast of Lots assumed special significence in Jewish life?

4828222

1= The fourteenth day of Adare
2= "Lots,"

3= Because "Lots" were cast by Haman, the arch ant:.-Semita, to detude on whet
dey the Jews of Persia were to be exterminated.

L- As a fast daye It is called the Fas of Esther (Taanit Esther)s
S5« In the Book of Ea‘Eher.

6= To the five small Biblical Books, whlch are usua.lly inscribed on acrolls
of parchmente :

T= The seving of the Persian Jews f‘rqm the fiendish plans of Hamen, prime
minister during the reign of Ahasuerus.

8= Aha..suerus. King of the Pérsian mPife, whoae'reign extended over 127
provinces, from India to Ethiopia.

O= Because they joined with their leader, Mordecai, in refusing to pay divine
homage to him by bowing down to hime :

10

Queen Esther, who interceded with the king in behalf of her people, at her
cousin Mordecai's suggestion: Hedassahe

Il= Benjemin
12= The Great lien of the Synod, of which august body Mordecai was a member.

By reading the Scroll of Esther et the evening end morning servicese

13-

1= It is a rattle mede of wood or metal, which children whirl during the
reading of the Megillah, whenever Haman's name is mentionede.

15~ Sending of gifts; to the mutual exchange of presents between relatives and
friends, end the giving of aims to the needy (liatanot 1'evyonim).

16~ The "Sheleh Manot Treggers"

_—~ 17= Special triangular slﬁa'ped cakes usually filled with poppy seeds, which are
R éaten on Purim; A festival meal or.party (Seudah et which all members of the
femily ere gathered.)

18« Companies of amateur players, who used to go frem house to house, to dance,
sing and produce episodes of the Purim ptory; masqueradinge

19= Thanlcag:.vzng Day.
— _,_..
20~ Because the fate of Israel throughout the generations is symbolized in
the story of Purim.

36-3/9/18 R
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The Festival of Purinm
BY
Dr. M. A, Lipkind

Purim or Lots, like Chanukah, is a lesser festival and comes
on the fourteenth day of Adar. It will be observed this year by Jews
everywhere on Thursday, March 25.

Like Chanukah, Purim is not imbuéd with religious solemnity,
There is no cessation of work and no special ceremonials have been
built around it, Like Chanukah, it is also a day of deliverance. On
Chanukah the deliverance of Judaism is observed; oh Purim the deliver-
ance of the Jews 1§ celebrated. But ‘while Ghanukah is a dated festiwval
commemorating great events in the history of the Jewish people -- the
revolt and victory of the Hasmoneans --, the origin of Purim has .been
lost in the dimness of antiquity. ; ‘

- The story of Purim has been preserved for us in the Book of
Esther, The story deals with an episode in the life of the Jews who
lived in Persia during the reign of Ahasuerus known to history as
Xerxes. The story is typical in its main outlines of the long chain of
persecutions to Wthh the Jews in the dispersion have always been sub-
Jected - ;

Mordecai, an assimilated rich Jew, rises in power and in- .
fluence with the royal court; his nlece, the beautiful Esther, is taken
into the harem and becomes the King's favorite. - Haman, the new minister.
because of a grudge against Mordecai -the Jew, vents his spleen on the
Jewish people as a whole. He presents them to the King as a dangerous
people,: "scattered and dispersed throughout the empire, destined in
their laws from all other people, and refusing to obey the King's laws.'

Haman obtalne-the Kings signature to an act ordering a mas-
saore of the Jews; a lot is cast, and the day of execution is set for
the thirteenth of Adar. The Jews of Susa fast and pray; Mordecal con-
veys. the information to Queen Esther, whose Jewish antecedents remained
- unknown at court. She invites the King and his minister to a feast,
and then pleads with the King for the life of her people. A new act is
promulgated by the King, giving the Jews the right fto organize them- -
selves for self-defense, Thus the calamity is averted, In.commemora=
* tion of the event the festival of Purim is instituted. s

The story in full as told in the Book of Esther is a most
fascinating Oriental tale and reads like one from the Arabian Nights.

Some historians and Bible students are of the opinion that
the actual events of the story. could not have happened in the days of
King Ahasuerus. They doubt the historical authenticity of the principle
characters of Mordecai and Esther, for their names closely resemble the
names of Babylonian Gods, Morduk and Istar. The Book of Esther accord-.
ing to them is not a book of history, but a historical novel- that re-
lates a lengthy tale of ancient Jews.

The historian, Simon Dubnow. on the other hand, disregards
their evidence and is of the opinion that the story is an authentic one,
-and has happened at the time of Ahasucrus. Dubnow thinks that the use
ofnon-Jewish names by Mordecai-ana Esther is a practice common among
assimilated Jews to this day. In fact, we find mentioned Hadassah as
being Esther's Jewish name, : ' .

It is 1ntereuu1ng to note that the famous Mamonldes, in his
great code makes the following statement: "In the days of the Messiah,..
the only sacred book which will be remembered will be the Pentateuch
and the scroll of Esther."
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i . , .
_Bu% whatever views mdy exist among certain Jews, the Jewish
people as a whole have taken Purim to their hearts, To them it is a
true story, more truthful than many stories .of undoubted authenticity.
For the story of the:Book of Esther happened a countless number of
times and keeps on happenlng fo this very day. N

- I% is not a% allstrange that such a festival connected with
a book that tclls of the indestructibility of the Jewish nation,
appealed to all Jews in all times, The great popularity of Purim lies,
alsp, in the fact that 1t is thé only worldly holidey that has no
ious observations or cerecmonials, Instead it has many old cus=-
toms associated with it.. _ f s

Thus, both in the Diaspora and in Palestlne, Purim moére than
any other festival is celebrated with joy and even frivolity., - In the
Diaspora celebrations -include: Haman- clapping during the reading of
the Magillah, Shalach-monos— gifts to the poor - and the Purim-shpiel
which 1s the origin-of the Jewish Theatre. On the day of  Purim all is
joyful and one can revel, be a good fellow and. forget his troubles.
In Palestine, the Jews created the Purim Carnival, which in
normal times, brings thousands into Tel-Aviv every year to see its
pagentry and. its colorful ceremonies and; to. partlcipate in the free
and unrestrlcted galety that pervades the streets.

o _Purim will never grow o}d, Purlm symbol;ges the eternity of

the Jew, Hamans and Bevins have come and gone; their memories have

been blotted out., The Jew and his cultural heritage survived and con-

tinues to . live and create. £ ; o . g g
. |

v
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SERMON OUTLINE FOR SHABBAT SHIRAH

(by Rabbil Israel Goldfarb)

This Sabbath is designated in the Jewlsh calendar as g;;&“ﬁi@
. The Sabbath of Song. It is so called because of the Song of Moses -
which is contained in today's Torah reading - a song of triumph-afid
exultation which our fathers gang at the Red Sea, wnen they gloried in
their final victory over thelr adversaries and rejoiced in their
miraculous salvatlon at the hands of God.

Since this Sabbath of Song coincides with Nat'l Jewish Music
Month, which 1s now observed in all Jewish communitTes throughout the
land, it is only proper that we pause for a moment to contemplate the
important role that muslc has played in the religious and national
1{fe of the Jew, and reflect on the spiritugal and aesthetic influence
which this divine art has exerted over our people In our~Ytong and
checkered higtory. 9.--o1 besX, 2 tmmediol  nagponeris ""'&h‘ VB, i TR Gl

b 'P@-‘{Eh Music, as a fine art, 1s not the exclusive property of any given
ds» people, race or religious group. 1t ie-g—untversal language, belong-

4 . ing to all menkind. t8 maglc appeal finds a responsive chord in
ﬂgrlﬂb? every human heart. Mueic helghtens our _joy and sweetens our sorrowe.

v 4 It stirs our emotions and awekens our gympathies. "It arouses our
Charp y ouragd and calms ouré@ as Pla%o aptly expressed 1t:- "Musigc

0! gIves a soul to the universe, wifigs_to_the mind, flight to the imagin-
: ailon, a charm to 8adness, saieby and 11%e X0 éverything; "It 1s the-
éssence of order and Ieads to all that is good, Just and beautiful."

.....

It was but natural for the Jews a soulful and God intoxicated
=,4 Ppeople, to early discover the spiritual value of music. From the
Pes beginning of his national exisfence, down throlUgh“the ages and up to
the present time, the Jew found in music a source of deep spiritual
power, a fountain of religlous exultation and a noble vehicle for the
expression of his innermost yearning after the divine.

I. Biblical incidents which reflect the importance of music in
the life of the Jews:

é f.ﬂaﬂg'of“the”ﬁéd“sea

20

O o>

Revelation at Sinai - the sound of the Shofar

(3) Conquering of Jericho - use of the Shofar

{ Song of Deborah
King Saul finds peace of mind and a cure for his mepntal
disturbances in the sweet melodies of David's harpjland the
prophet Ellsha is moved to prophecy when listening to the
inspiring music of a minstrel.”) -

(6) The prophet Samuel organizes schools of music for the train-
ing of young prophets, Levitic gingers and musicians, in
order to enhance and beautify the Temple service.

II. Musical instruments mentioned in the Bible and Talmud - No

less than slxty musical instruments. - string, wind and pegrcussion -
are recorded in the BiBIS. Talmud speaks of a highly developed organ
79v1an , capable of producing 1000 different tones.

sy et
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IITI. Song of the Jew in Exile - "By the Rivers of Babylon"

IV. Jewish Music ievived with the return of Babylonfan exiles.
SCRALES With the rebuilding of the Tamrle and the restoyation of
f¢svvfs the Temple service, Jewish music was restored to its former place.
# pdys ¢t The TEgUIAY reading of the ccriptures on Sabbaths_and Festlyals
/};(rﬁﬁinstituted by Ezrae and the nen of the Great Synagogue, as well as the
LLEVET gtudy of the Misghnah and other sacred literature were now raequired to
gty be renderedinTacctordance with universally acknowledged and tradition-

ally accepted intonations. - '

YON) YR DAY INIR 2INI0 1%y avnr 891 1w anipy RY32 RIpH 9D
Tz ) (ovavwa 2w wII0) DI kY D'pR DAY
{&}%ﬁ" Every prayer had its tune, and every service its melody, Thus did

‘ nisie invade the houge of study, the house of prayer, the schosl and
?‘@SH w2 home, permeating the whole of Jewish life. -

Bt

_V. With the destruction of the Sccond Temple, the Jew went
into voluntary mourning once again. The use of instrumental and
secular music was now progiéribed by general consent. Was Israel to
succumb to this spirit of despair and hopelessness? Was the voice of
Israel's song to be silenced forever, or was the Jew destined to rise
again from his state of despondence to a new life - a new faith and
a new song? An answer to these questicns may be found in an interest-
ing comment of the Rabbis on the opening verse of the Song of Mosges:

TIINT 0 OSAAT DYARD PR3N VWS PR ORIR IAR) RY awn W R

By using the future tense, 9'v+ , instead of the past tense,
"0 , the Bible implies the belief in Israel's futvre resurrection
and regeneration. When the Jew, who was time and again declared dead
by his enemies, will be -re¢born to a new 1life and to a new song - a

-opIn avw. As long as the Jew will continue to sing, he will

continue to live. As a modern Hebrew writer, Eljezer Ben Yehudah,
properly paraphrased it: "A people who sings,ilves; a people Who
lives,. sings." - ' " - i S
—

During the long period of the "Galuith" the quality and mode
of Israel's song changed with hig fortunes and his position among the
nations. At times it was sad and tragic, at ¢ther times 1t was
triumphant and glorious. At times it was contemplatlive and nostalgie,
at other times it was majestic and cheerful.

(a) Lullabies (b) Babbath 2'miroth
(c) Songs that reflect occupation {tailor, storekeeper, etc.)
(d) Songs of Synagogue and melodiey to accompany study.

VI. Today, standing on the threshol{ of a new life as a
nation reborn, the Jew once again found in music a source of courage
and hope, of faith and consolation.

(1) Song of the Jewish martyrs goirg to their death in the
torture. chambers - "Anil Maamin' s "I Believe."

52; Song of the Partisan righte¥s argi refugees.

3) Songs of the Chaluts =_singing;,they drained [swamps;
singing, they broke{rockgn sing:.ng, they built new [foada;
singing, they erected mew(citiegl hungry and tatteredthey
gang and praised the Lord for %ks privilege of being the
ploneer bullders of their homelead. '
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ViI. We cannot, however, find full satisfaction in our new
song of victory so long as there still remain discords in the world's
harmony and false notes in the international orc hestra We are dis-
tressed in the thought that in thig“1ate age of human progress and

- civiligation, mankind still finds 1tself on the brink of a most

dangerous cataclysm that threatens to overthrow the world and reduce
it to 131 1an., :

Would that we had a modern Moses to rally the—natlions
of today who are in danger of belng engulfed by a new\Red Sea}of
tears and blood. Would that we possessed today a modern Moses to
wield his divine baton and lead all mankind in a new song~of exulta-
tion, reflecting a reccgnition of the Fatherhood of God and the
Brotherhood of Man! Would that all men could be truly united in _;j?
;% ual

glorioua song of[unive“sal peace. and_harmony;| democracy and\eq

opportinity? The Migzggi declared many centuries ago at "The
throne of God did not ovevome firmly established in the world until

the children of Israel sang thelr song of glory on the shores of the

Red Sea. .
¢fYW JVID TINRY TP IN2IPI NPT K21 OIROD AvrenI KD

; Even so may we declare today, in the light of world
conditions, that God'e Kingéom on earth, with all its blessings to
the human race, will only thien become firmly establieshed when all
nations and races will_Join their voices in a Hymn of Glory, of true
brotherly love and of lasting peace. May that day soon come. Amen!
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QUEEN ESTHER'S BRETHREN IN ISRAEL
* Kk ok K
Queen Esther, heroine of Purim, would doubtless find Isrsel a very interest~

ing place to visit if she were to return todey. Some forty thousand of her

Persian Jewish brethren are now living there, constituting one of the latest
groups of immigrants to arrive in the country. The bulk of the Persian

immigrants have come to Israel during the last three years. They are still
"‘\_h_____ .

‘coming - by every form of transportation. During spring and summer, they

usuzally travel by caravans of trucks. During the winter, aserial trensport

——

is used. Every week, sbout = hundred of these dark-skinned gisters end

m—

brothers of Esther and Mordecai arrive from Iran (the modern name for Persiz)

———

at Lydde airport.

In some ways, Queen Esther would find her brethren very much changed. But

she would still find them pursuing the old Orientel craft of rug weaving, for

——

which Persia has been & synonym through the ages. Modern mechines and mass

production of rugs in Israel have of course tended to curtail the demand for

.the more expensive hand-woven rugs. Nevertheless, & conaiderﬁble group of

Persian Jews at Efar S a_community whose industrial expansion is being

aided by State of Isrsel Bonds, continue to pursue the traditional craft.
In general, Persian Jews.in Israel constitute & reservoir of skilled

artisans. They are capable craftsmen, supplying 2 much-needed economic

"vitamin" in the upbuilding of the new State. They have a knack for meking

e

things beautiful. In whatever calling they are engaged, the effects of this

i

—

trait are soon evident.
Meny, of course, have entered fields for which their backgrounds have given

them no préparation. A consideraﬁle number are scattered on farms; the new
—




3>
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ceramics factory at Beersheba, built by American investments in Israel Bonds,

————

gives employment to a substantial number.

Queen Esther probably would find her brethren not much altered in their

i

eating habits. Yot bread, but rice is their staff of life. Like Jews from

21l Arab lsnds, they cherish also a bit of "pita", a cylinder of baked dough.

in the tradition of their ancestors, the girls marry in the bloom of their
) e

youth. They are generally very easy to look at, as one might expect from the

7ueen Esther story. By the age of seventeen, most Persizn Jewish girls have

got their man.”

—e————

i

e ———

In most cases, it is economic distress that is sending these waves of
Persian Jews back to the land from which they came many bundreds of years ago.

True, there is 2 small fringe of some two thousand Jews ‘in Persiz who have

—

acquired considerable wealth, largely as dealers in imports and exports. The

—

mass of the Jews, however, find difficulty in obtaining employment, and are in

desperate straits. To them Israel is a kind of economic Queen Esther, delivering

them from the threat of starvation.

Prom 130,000 Jews, a few years back, the Jewish population.of Persia now

———

numbers about 90,000. rformerly, there were two Jewish weekly newspapers, but now
-~ —_—

only one remeins. Even that one is bettlinz hard for existence, due to the

diminishing Jewish population, whpsa number will doubtless be further reduced

by the continuing departure of.the Persian Jews for Israel.

Isrzel is 2ltering the lives of these Jew;. By the same token, they are
exerting a powerful impset on their new homeland. .They represent an ancient
culture, distinct from that of the surrounding Arab lands. Ancient_Persiaq
thought had & very marked influence on the thought and life of ancient Israel,

and the mass tresfer of Jews steeped in that culture inevitably has e

significant influence on the newly developing life end culture of Israel.
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Jews, Generzlly spsaking, the Jews shzre theculture and 1life of thes country
in which they live and for this reason are razplidly sslmilated by burroundin
vopulatlions. . _

In the USSr and countires of Peovole's 4
=

cracles, the Jews are
belng ecspeclizlly glckly assimilated into the p 2

emo
oples among whom they live,

The Jewish usstion in the soviet Union does not exist; it is

solved bv the soviet pdlicy of equality and friendshlp of vpsoples,

-Then attack on Zionists as agents of Amsridan & Brt imperlalism, and
rasclsm in the U,S.

b)AIil CF SOVIET IS LIQUIDATION OF JEWS AS FEOPLE
- fall to see what this did to Jews in Germany: not only did not hasten
assimilation, but incressed Zionism and Jewish awareness everywhere
- disadvantages to selves, thelr strsngth, éince Soviet Jews form =z
high rvercentage of Soviet scientists and technicians in key fields es:zentia
io modern military weapons, mathematical ohysiecs, and electronfics, radar
(as in Spain-bankers, fraders; Germany, scientists) |
VII - JEWISH ATTITUDE: Jehudah Halevi: Heart Among the Peoples;
Babyloniz, Assyrai, Persia; Greece, Rome, Srain - all great

We are barammeter of mental and moral health and thesir failings; to have
survived 21l this is proof of the vitality of our tradtion, our people,
our exvsréence.
-This Heart seen by Cathloics: COMwONWEAL EDITORIAL: When Jews are threatere
we are threatsdned to;
-adopt psychology of Esther and Mordeca1} not pvsychology of wvictim, but

UMCADECAI LO 'YICHRA VLO YISKETACHAVEH: They vlanned, they organijed
a)fortify selves by prayer & lsarning for role. forced uvon us;'keep up
morale; unmask those who would demoralize us (cherem c£g§;g§?
b)oublic opinions, as against Nazis, Geﬁoc;de (likeminded orgs, §ovt resol)
c)support Israel; ultimate refuge (bond drive, UJA 14 million, 25%-100 highe
COMFCRT Ik NARRATIVE: SUDDENW DIVINE SELVATION IN CHAKGE OF DESTINY |
LAYEHUDIw HAY=SA ORAH VSIMCHA VSASSON VXOR: KEN TIEYEH LAND

for the Jews there wa 1light, with jJoy and gladness and honor- so may
it be for us.
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PURIM SABBATH: FEB 28 )

I - PURIM - 14th, 15th day of Adar coﬁmemorates deliverance of Persian
Jews from plot of Hamaﬂ to exterminate them, as recérded in the
Megillah of Esther, |

-Altho scholars question origin and historicity of holiday - whether
actually taken plee in Xerxes reign, 485-464 BCE, holiday come to assume
irremovable role in Jewisch 1life, _ | -

—SOImuch so, tradition his it when oropvhetic and ﬁritings (Ketubim;

are forgotten, Esther remembered and Emakx Fsaéﬁ of Purim observed.

- This 1is, a2 conviviasl and social holiday: Told in Msgillah---
J\\Jmﬂ.'/hﬂf vle Al !\.Gmf/«ﬁ:u@,f amew i Pk wler .
o /v_//;,»/c
"Make them days o f fe casting and Jov and of serding portions one to

snother, &« gifte to the poor"

-Talmud savé one should-driﬁk on Purim until ke can no longer distingulsh
betwer 'ARUR HAMAN & BARUCH MORDECAI (502);

-Seudat Puirm- special baking, cakes symbolié of historical evetns of
Purim, HAWATABCHEN (Judeo-German) -

-On F urim evervthing allowed: drink, Puri#spiele, men in women's clothing
no damage paid to vrovsrty; during Meglllah reading hiss, stamp,rsttle
Haman, whistlé Mordecal. _

II - AND YET - DESPITZ FRIVOLITY - TEHERE IS SOBERING ASFECT OF PURLM;

One scholar recoréds: Purim we see perennial fate of Jews: recalled more
by dally exverience than by the reading of the Memillah. . Lﬁﬂm

|‘8<¢.V\.

-Remarkable parallel of Furim StOPj and the headlines of thess oast
Maleiced

several months: Bame cast of chsracters; Stalin the grand v1zi°r, Haman,

his wife incidentally a Jewess; Malenkov, Molotav, Beria, sager ambitious

-In Megillah,-Haman infuriated by Mordecai refusal to bow to him, or

'tha image on his chest: surly, =smbittered, he hastens to king and

attacks Yordecal and his people as deviationists; THERE 1S ONE PECPLE
ECAT TEHED YET SEPARATE A..ONG THE KATIONS IN ALL THE “ROVITGES CF TEY
XKINGDOM AXD HTIR LAWS ARE DIFFERENT FROM TEBSE OF EVERY PEOPLE: WHILE

THEY DO NOT wvma.._



w2

THEY DO NOT EXECUTE THE LAWS OF THE KING AKRD IT 13 NO PROFIT FOR THx

a3 . noul "3om Qnk pg
KING TO TOEERATE THEM Fo> p / P29 3

f'l-k fJ'fc ?ﬁm A9 Ald pY fax olilg pDOTAR, ?.J.l_-,f} Alpauo

b

ALA 8BS

phr o alﬂ, e 78'[).
He cz1led them a useless, turbulent veople inclined to disloyaltyand
he paid 10,000 silvsr talents for 2 decree to destroy, to kill
and to exterminate all he Jews from young to old, little onss and women
on one day...and to plunder heir oproperty as spoll. o B
III - MOTIVE OF HaMAN CLEAR FRbM THIS ACCOUNT: ego assaulted, and
totalitarian, like Mussolini: "Everything in the state, nothing outside
the state,rnothing against the state." -
IV STALIN'S MOTIVE NOT SO CLEAR: ZIG-ZAGS IN POLICY:
a)lsrael in UN, then break relatlons (1927 White Russian killed amb in Pol,
b)Czech aid during Israel-Arab war, Oren arrest; Prague trial in Dec.
c)Jdan, 1931: Anti-Semitism, being an extreme force of raclal chauviniém,
1s the most dangsrous remnant of cahniballsm. &ntisemitism 1s useful to

the ecploitsars as a lightning conductér to protect capitalism from bing
struck down bv ‘the working veople, Anti-Semitism is a danger to the

. vorking people; 1t 1s a wrong path which diverts them from the right road

and le=ds them into the Jjungle. Therefore, 2s logical internationalists,
Communistes c2-not fail to bs irreconcilable and sworn enemies of A3

this statement, yet laws outlawing anti-semitism; Czech delegats David.
V - SOME MOTIVES WEICK YOU'VE HEARD
a)woo Arabs & Moslem world; Arab editorials, eféndi
b)Nazis, 21l Germany; rescind Born agreement
cQslzp at Middle East pact in light of Egypt-Sudan z2greement
d}internal digaffection: tighten armed forces; heirs to throne of Stalin
e )TLGHTEN INTERNAL HOLD ON JEWS (Golda Myerson visit; Odessa shilps
M (MOSES) I (YISRO) N (NEVIIM) T (TALES) Z (TZIDIS)

VI - SOVIET ATTITITJUDE TOWARD JEWS GOES BACK TO LENIN 1903:

"Jews are not = nation'. |
a)repeated in Soviet Encyclopedia: The Jews do mnot constitute 2 nationi

breyv do not reoresent a hlstoric, concentrated stable community of

people originating on the base of a community of langurge, territory,

seneral sconomic life and aslso general culture.,. Jews was simply the
name for dil“ferent nationalisties generally originating from the ancient
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PURIM - FEAST OF LOTS
March 19, 1954

COMMISSION ON INFORMATION
- ABOUT JUDAISM
OF
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
AND
“THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

L

The downfall of a bigot and the triumph of the cause of religlous
freedom will once more be remembered by Jews throughout the world '
when they beglin the celebration of the one-day hollday of Purim at
sunset, Thursday, Marech 18. _

Going back about twenty-five hundred years, the origin of the
holiday is described in the Bible's Book of Esther. The story tells
of the Persian premler, Haman, who demanded that all men prostrate
themselves before him and of the refusal of Mordecai to do so on the
ground of his loyalty to the Jewish principle of monotheism. Haman
plots to destroy the Jewish people only to be thwarted by the heroism
of Esther, the Jewish girl who became queen of Persia and risks her
own life to deliver her people.

To keep alive the love of freedom and the admiration of courage,
the Esther story is annually celebrated in Synagogue and home. At
special worship services the Book of Esther is re-read, accompanied
by prayers and hymns of thanksgilving for Divine Providence. In re-
ligious schools, chlldren engage in plays, pageants, programs and
- parties 1n Joyous celebration of the victory over bigotry. Gift-
giving to the poor is another Purim tradition,

Please secure detaills cOncérning
services in your city from local
rabbis,

PLEASE GIVE CREDIT
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By DAVID

(Copyright, 1955, J.T.A., Inc.)

PURIM

SCHWARTZ

Purim is a delightful holiday
but the notior that Washington
got his idea of the three-cornered
nat from the “hamentashen” is
of course far fetched. Neverthe-
less, it is a matter of record that
Purim did affect American his-
fory in a most vital way. Look
up the proceedings of the Massar
thusetts convention called to con-
sider the question whether the
Constitution of the United States
should be ratified and you will
see what I mean.

The ratification of the Constitu-
ion was accomplished with the
itmost difficulty. .The proposed
Union of the States as provided
n the Constitution was looked
ipon in its day much like the
Jnited Nations today. Why do we
1eed it? people asked.

In Massachusetts, the fight was
»articularly bitter. All kinds of
rguments were brought forth
\gainst the Constitution. At the
flassachusetts convention, one
lelegdte, a clergyman, opposed
‘atification on the ground that the
“onstitution did not mention God.
A lawyer, who was a delegate to
convention, answering the
lergyman, said that the same
gument might be used against
ne of the books of the Bible. It,
, did not mention God.
Whereupon the clergyman-dele-
te retorted if he could be shown
¥ book of the Bible which did
ot mention God, he would vote
r ratification. The lawyer
ought out the Book of Esther
d sure enough it did not men-
on the Deity. So that vote was
tained in the very close battle
the Constitution.

The Book of Esther has indeed

y interesting facets. The rab-
of old felt that much was to
said for Vashti, the deposed
een whom Esther succeeded.
t us recall the story. The King
tertains the people with a sat-
alian feast. It is suggested that
ashti show off the beauties of
body. The chaste Vashti de-
‘the drunk King. She will not
iggle her chassis before the
ob. If the mob wants that sort

thing, let them go to a bur-

ue show. She is a Queen.
Vashti has been disobedient to
le K.l.ng and Ahasuerus calls in
s counsellors of state. One of
ese advisers is Memucan, He

sounds very modern to me. He
seems the kind that.would make
a crafty prosecuting lawyer.
Sometimes I visualize him as
“Senator Joe” Memucan.

“Senator” Memucan points out
that the issue transcends person-
alities. It is not simply that the
King’s wishes have been disobey-
ed. It-goes deeper than that. The
issue is treason and the Persian
way of life. Listen to what he
says as reported in the Book of
Esther:

Vashti the queen hath not
done wrong to the king only,
but also to all the princes,
and to all the peoples, for this
deed of queen will come
abroad unto all women, to
make their husbands con-
temptible in their eyes, when
it will be said, the King-
Ahasuerus commanded Vash-
ti, the queen, to be brought
in before him, buit she came
not-" -

Senator Mem_ucan. as you see,
is disturbed by the loyalty issue.

Jewish folklore generally has
bent a smiling eye toward Purim.
“Purim ist nischt kein yomtov
und - kadoches isnt nischt kein
krankeit.” (Purim is no holiday
and fever is no disease) — is a
proverb.

An East Side boy once wrote
this composition about Purim.

“Haman may have been a
wicked mian.. It says so in the
Megl.ﬂah and I guess the Megillah
is right. But if he is responsxb}e|
for Purim and for the “klappers,”|
the “Shalach mones” and all that,
he couldn’t have been such a bad
fellow after all. And even if he
was, it was so long ago and he was
punished for what he did. Now,
I'll tell you, I forgive him. Don’t
.you ”

But this hghtness does not ex-
tend to all Maimonides thought
that the one holiday which would
survive after the coming of the
Messiah was Purim.

There is another interesting
point aboiit Purimn. Reféréfice has
been made to Memucan’s conten-
tion that a fundamental issue was
involved in woman’s place,
whether the principle of the sub-
ordination of the female, xn:herent
in the Persidn way of life -was to
be maintained or whether wo-

(Ocmmé-nui'afl on Page 4)

F



PURIM

(Continuéd trom Page 1)
man’'s rights was to triumph It
seems to me that the episode of
Esther clinches the battle for wo-
man’s rights, for it is the beauti-
ful woman, Esther, who saves her
people. ;

How did she do it? A midrash
says that Esther was 72 years old
at the time. She was just in her
prime, you see.

I find interesting a viewpoint
of one -old time Jewish sage:
Esther, he says, was simply an
instrument of destiny.. Says the
sage, “if a nail in the hat rack;
happens to be one on which a

|

A e A A

great man hangs his hat, let it
Pot boast.” '

- ek PR e A

Ll BB I e ]



HAG PURIM

PURIM DAY
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va-asha=nim, Z'mi-rot, -n- ku -
mv-my songs, Masked and d. mr.-—my gay...
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Ha—va nar-i-sha Rash, rash, rash

Lets make cla-mor, Raf, rah
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Havamr-t-shn Rash, rash rash. Ha-va nar-i -sha Rash, rash fa.sl’
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Ba-ra-a - sha - nim.

Vith yoor dre-gers  play. ...
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Hag Pu-rim, hag Pu-rim —

Ze el ze shol-him ma-not.

Mah-ma-dim, mam-ta-kim,

Tu-fi-nim, mig-da-not.
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Purim day, Purim day,
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Gladsome, joyous holiday.

Happy throngs, singing songs,
Masked and dancing gay.
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Next year may we be in Jerusalem. . .D','?Wf‘ﬁ‘ﬂ Ran .'l:_l@$



1854 e _/d Cm&‘ury a/ .Sjsrmce e /954

31 WEST 31sT STREET - NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

FOR PURIM

¥ | .PLAYS, SERVICES, SONGS, STORIES, GAMES, ETC., MEGILLAHS & NOVELTIES
PRIMARY GROUP (7-12) YEARS

AM OF PU‘RII{ Lydla caplan.tlﬂtot-lltlt...OGI.GCOIOI.'GOIICIOQ$ %

Two 1ittla children ﬁhgéﬂ& ueen a:&iifipyﬁssifﬂgzgams. Time:
.20 minup@sh, chi ren

OF HAMAN, K.Bacmachuoa|l-aoooto'o-'ont.l..ccc.l..n.'tﬂ .25
Kind Ahasuerus seeks the advice of his seven wise guys on.

what shall be done to Vashti who has done him wrong. 9 char-
acters. 29 minutes. Ages 7=12

HE LOST HIS QUE‘E:N’ SMsegal.l.....--...-.“.I..l.......l.....ﬂl OSO
The Purim story in a toy factory. The chess set represents
. Purim characters., Large cast, 1 hour, Ages 7-12

IN THE NAME OF THE KING, Aronin-Coopersmith.cccseccceccescscoceccecs 100
i A merry operetta, The people want the king to change his name

. as 1t is too difficult to pronounce. Only Mordecai can say it -
in a sneeze., Many parts, 20 minutes, Ages 7-12

}EGILLAH MUSICAL, AVEI"_?'& Ripsaoooaaooo--no-t..ootoooo.-o-.ooo.o .50
"Cute," simple operetta using such familiar tunes as Adon Olom,
A Havenu Sholom, Maale L'artsenu, Yerushalaylm. 12 characters,
{ 35 minutes, Ages: 7-12

MERRYPURIH Henr'_?'Woolf...-.................... ----- @sesesenc0o0 .25
= The Purim story is told humorously with tunes like "Jack and
Jill," and "Simple Simon." Eight male, two female characters
and chorus. 2 scenes, Time: 25 minutes

A PURIM BRO.A.DCAST Ethel FOX S&ChS....--‘..... vsesesesraDRAB 00000 .25

A class of children present the Purim story as a broadcast.
Six female, 5 male characters, Time: 35 minutes,

A PURIM CANTATA, Hortense Nathan and Jeanette Leopold.ccsssccsss «35

The highlights of Purim presented in cantata form, Four male,
two female characters, Time: 20 minutes,

PURIM DRAMATIC PORTFOLIO, Simple recitationSeeeccececcccssocsce 25

T —rena T

'* PURIM MERRY-GO-ROUND, Rabbi JoSeph KlelMl.ceecececccscosscscsssscss o25
\ A simple scene with a2ll the Purim characters

PURIM PUZZLE Alice KaliSh..oca--o--a-n-nqoaocon.oo-oa.-ooooaoeo .30
An up-to-date Purim play for children, with a simple Purim :
pro ject

PURIM'S CHI:LDREN, Beatrice Simon..t.l.l'l.‘.i......‘...t'."'..'. .25
" The days of the week help Queen Esther to save the Jews, Five
male, nine female characters, Time: 30 minutes

e
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SHOES FOR HILDA Faye erlyn KleiNecsossossvnnssssstsssseassssnse $ -25
The story of Purim comes alive to a poor little girl, Three
male, three female characters, Time: 20 minutes

A SICK PURIM, Elma Ehrlich LeviNgeT..eeeeeecsscescescscssccasass 25
A comedy about a group of children who cannot attend a Purim
party but put on a funny play of their own, Five female, three
male characters, Time: 35 minutes

-STORYBOOK PU-RIM Lillian FreehOf..l..l..I'..I..I‘....‘I....l...l .25
Characters of famous Children's books help Esther save the Jews.
1} characters. 25 minutes, Ages 7-12

WH.AT IS PUHIM? Moses BrevdalﬂGﬁ.llt.l;..l.............O..B...... .us .

For young children, A comedy which tells the story of Purim. -
Time: 20 minutes. ' :

INTERMEDIATE GROUP - (12-16)

t e story. Twelve .

min tess’ -

5

GREAT ROBBERY AT GOLDFARB'S GULCH, c.s.Becker.................., .50
The Purim story placed in an American-Western setting, complete
with sheriff, Injuns, tobacco-spitting oldtimers and six gun ac-
tion, Many parts. 35 minutes. Ages:12-16 .

C

HA-HA-}IADASSAH’ Mabel HMeyerﬁﬁ..ﬂﬁ........l-..o..........Q..... .60
The Purim story told to Gilbert and Sullivan melodies, 10
main characters., U5 minutes, Ages 12-16 and older

I‘IAMANTASIIEN TIm’ H. Abramowitz.ltt....l-lillll'.l...Il.ll..ll.. .L‘-o
American housewife and Israel austerity - no hamantashen. Gay
story, popular American folk tunes, 7 characters, 20 minutes,
Ages: 12-16

JEWISH HOLIDAYS ON PARADE, DOPOthy F.ZeligSs.esceceesccscescsass  +25
A pageant in which the characters portray all Jewish festivals,
Lirge cast, Can be adapted as a project for entire school or
class

KINGS OR BETTER, BorOWitz-Wclf-Soloff........................... ¢35
Very comical take-off on Purim story. 7 main characters.
30 minutes. Ages: 12-16

MIRACLE OF THE SCROLLS, Louis I.,NeWMANeseeacscoscccsccsccesscces 50
How Purim came to the Jews of Saragossa, Spain., Many parts.
4O minutes. Ages: 12-16

MR, HISTORY EXPLAINS, Ralph J.HalperiN.eececececcccescesrscsssess 25
Haman asks Mr.,History to change his (Haman's) character bescause
he is so unpopular with the children, Time: 30 minutes

PURIM BRATINSTORM, Celia Plotkin...cccesccesccssccsscscssscssosccss .20
Two acts with incidental music, 5 male, and minor parts,
35 minutes :
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PURII“T PLAY’ Renov.o..qua.-..oall.»o.'-ullnotol.contocoot..lin ¢25
~ The Purim story told in simple, interest rhyme., 5 main
characters. 20 minutes., Ages: 12-16

A PURIM PRESENT Elma Ehrlich Lev1nger.......Q............e- 035
The play takes place at a Ybung Judea meeting. 10 charac-
ters, all boys

PURIM STREAMIINED’ C.Plotkin..e..i..C..ﬂﬂ..l..&.tl...l.....& .30
A humorous revision of the Purim story told in rhyme set to
simple Hebrew tunes. Time: 30 minutes. 5 major, several
minor characters

TI:IE P‘[IRIM TALE’ Henry woolf..-.a.‘.ﬂ.‘.l..‘l...d"....‘ﬂ.... .lLO
One-act playlet in rhyme with songs. Six main characters
and chorus with musiec

QUEEN ESTHER CONTEST & FASHION SHOW, Lydia Capl@N.ececcccccces .30

RETURN OF HAMAN Davld PO]-:LSh.lI.C'.....!.-...-.DCDOOOOCOOCC: 025
Nine male, one female character. Time: 35 minutes

SHOES FOR HILDA’ Faye Evely-n Klein. ® 0 o #0 ° 9% 00 040 00 9 0060 000 .25
The story of Purim comes alive to a poor girl. 3 male,
3 female parts. Time: 20 minutes

SIIUSHAN BOYS’ Millstonel.—..C.'I..-...I.‘l....I.l.........‘....d.- .25
A rollicking, swift-moving farce. [l main characters, 30
minutes, Ages: 12-16

SHUSHAN REVIEW, M,Fineman, A.Fine and J.Nodeleeeeeseessseeeo 25

A musical comedy in two scenes, Five male, three female v 38T

and several minor parts

SHUSHAN TIME, BOOkhOltZ, Kaﬁlan, KeS8ler.cvisssosessassovese 035
Gilbert and Sullivan music and a monopoly game. 9 main
characters. Time: 30 minutes, Ages: 12-16

STORY OF ESTHER, Evelyn and Meyer Greenberf....ceccecccscscess +25
Five male, one female and minor characters. Time: 30 min.

UP HAMAN'S SLEEVE Margaret K. Soifero-.o-..o-.ota.o.o-oolooo .50
A play in nine scenes, with several original songs. Seven
principal characters, 3 male, U fEmale

vISIT TO S}mSHAN, Barackﬂﬂou......lIIII...'O.....l........'l .30
Purim characters and scenes, Introduced by a master of cere-
monies supposed to be a "funny character," Large cast.

45 minutes, Ages: 12-16

SENIOR GROUP (16 AND ABOVE)

BEHIND THE PERSIAN CURTAIN, Israel Taslitteeeocesscscesccesse  +25
An up-to-date comedy of then and now



-u-
DAUGETER - OF . HER .PEOPLE, .Louis Kraft..cceeccesscescsasscsssces $ 25
Time: 20 minutes; two male, three female characters

THE DOWNFALL OF HAUGHTY HAMAN, Margaret K.Soifer......;..... «10
Whole story of Purim in a ballad

EXCUSE ME PLEASE - I BEG OF 0T, David BrLARsY veenienevwins .30
A comedy depicting a teacher trying to present a Purim play.
Fleven main characters, minor parts. Time: 30 minutes

A MFRRY GOOD PURIM, Margaret K. Soifer.....--o...-o--.---.oa- 050
Five scenes, six major characters, many minor parts, Nu=-
merous aongs

MORDECAT RIDES AGAIN Margaret RRSOLEORT & S5k 4o 856 Bl s alale o o 00 «50
A hilarious comedy in 3 scenes, with four songs to familiar
American tunes, Cast: Four male, three female

PURIM BRAINSTORM, Celia PlotkliN.ceecsccscssccasccnae esecoccesce 20
Two acts with incidental music, Five male and minor parts.
Time: 35 minutes ' .

PURIM DRAm, David G°1dbergl..B...D.-.ll_l.ll.l".‘ll "800 .'l_"..l_..l .35
The scene takes place in Shushan, capital of Persia, Suita-
ble for confirmation and high school students. Twelve male,
three female characters. Time: 1% hours

PURIM STREAMLINED CPlotkinlooioi.iitt....l'.l-ﬂt.lb.lﬂ'.... .30
A humorous revision of the Purim story told in rhyme, set
to simple Hebrew tunes

RETURN OF HAMAN, David PolfBh. ... 0., «oos@bn csocovscsacss 25
9 male, 1 female characters, Time: 35 minutes

RING AROUND A HAMAN, Borowltz-S0loff-Wolf...ceeecesssassscses 25
A humorous Purim play in which Mordecail seves the kingdom
and the play. Tims: 30 minutes; 7 male, 3 female characters

SHUSHAN BY SHORT WAVE, Aaron Epstein....,................... «50
Radio Program from Shushan. 9 male, 2 female characters
and minor parts

SWS}MN PUBLICITY Celia Plotkin...ﬂ....!..lﬂl.ﬂ...ﬂﬂ....‘..ﬂ '30
8 male, 5 female- parts. Time: 35 minutes

STAR OVER SHUSPIA-N, Louis I.Nemn-l...lﬂll...li..-..l.l.l‘b.. 1050
A Purim cantata with Folk melodies,



v B

HEBREW PLAYS
BALAILA HAHU’ SaL.Blankcuooo.o.l.aoo..ooo-oon.itoo.oooncn--l..o
A Purim comedy in simple Hebrew, 1 act, 8 characters

HAHISCAROTH, L, Melutakaoooosooooootu-ooa-oooao---o--.--oo-g-otu
1l act. 3 male, 3 female characters, Vocalized

MISHLOACH MANOTH, Zo SCharfStein..o...oo-o-o.tooc-aoccq‘6--.o¢{

3 acts, li male characters and numerous minor parts

SEUDATH PURIM S Kardimana.etooio..lo.oo-.noono...oonto.toaoclb
1 act, 7 male, 5 female parts. Vocalized

PURIH STHEAMLINED’ C.Plotkinl.......-...0.0IQQOOO.QIQUQDQOODQG.
Also available in Hebrew & English

GAMES - SONGSTERS & GENERAL TEACHER'S HELPS

ANTMATED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ON FESTIVAL OF PURIMeeccceececccoce

ESTHER, QUEEN OF PERSIA’ AQW‘Binder..l..........‘.....'-......Q

.25

«25

oho
1.25

A musical narrative for a reader, audience, soloists and mixed

chorus, with piano or organ accompaniment

GR‘[JWY GREGGERY'IGOQOQIGQOOUOQI. ...... .‘....-Dl.l.IGOOI....-'.;.
A recording of a Purim fantasy, written and told by HEIDY,
music by Lee Colker

HOLIDAY LOTTO’ Mrs.BBrtram Klausnarnnoao-.oo-o.ooo.oao--o..--on
A game with 20 symbols representing ll Jewish Holidays

LET'S CELEBRATE PURIM, Libbie Braverman and Nathan Brilliant..
Compilation of material on Purim., Mimeographed

COLORED MEGILLAH SCROLL FROM ISRAEL..scseccesccsscccsccsscsocs
Reproduc tion of complete Hebrew .text, with humorous illus-
trations in color by G.Rosenthal, GaSed in cover., Size,
1L" long., (For all ages)

CHILDREN'S TILLUSTRATED MEGILLAH REYMES, Lillian Port..ccesece
In scroll with case

MEGILLAT ESTHER. Hebrew & English bookleteee e e s s e oen oo

THE PURIM CARD, A greeting card par excellence, also used as
menus and place cards, Includes envelopes. E&Chiesrecseoos

PURIM ENTERTAINMENTS, Elma Belovinger.icececccsccssoconsscscncse
A reprint of this section in "Jewish Festivals in the Reli-
gious School". Includes stories, programs, costume .plates
for plays, etc,

PURIM LACE TOGETHER GAME)
PURIM SEWING CARDS Yarieinm e ianahns s b aieseereacanioh gab

Both by Menorah, of recording fame, these sets show imagina-
tive pictures and pre-fabricated symbols in full color, Used

for story content as well as developing manual dexterity

1.08

« 60

75

1.50

1.25

’15

75

1.29
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PURIM'S HERE, Gladys GeWirtZocesoeceovenvssensscicoccannnen $ 2095
An album containing: Purim Hymn; King's Song; A Wicked Man;
~Woe is Me; Shoshanas Ya'akov; Heint iz Purim; I Love the
-Day of Purim; Mesachik Purim; Ani Purim; Utza Etza

PURTM HOLIDAY COLORING BOOK. KTAV..ceeeoceccscssscscscssscs $ 25

PURIM PARADE, Jane Bearman.....;.........-.-.....o-..-a.-a.o o 075

PURIM PI CTURES TO COLOR Leah BernstelNecccessssssscssssnce 035
Eleven beautiful pictures for coloring at home and in the

classroom. The pictures are artistically outlined, and thare
is a page of explanatory material for teacher and parent

PURIM PROGRAMS. Material for adults and young adultS,..... .75

THE PURIM STORY. Told in simple language for very young chil- ._
dren....---.--.-......- 912‘

PURIM SONGSTER, AsWeBIiNA6T e eoeesosossocnssssssasssecssasses .25

Songs and hymns in English and Hebrew, with a tableau-
ballade in which many can take part For schools and congre-
gations

IN THE DAYS OF MORDECAI Am EST}ER...Ill..l....l.ﬁ.l....... .35 "
.- _A_-delightful Purim story for older children retelling the
story of Pu¥im including many of the myths clustering around
the story of Esther in Jewish literature not mentioned in. .

the Bible.

- CUT-OUTS FOR PURIM -

Printed on heavy paper to be colored, cut out & constructed,

HANDWORK FOR PURIM, I

D L Ol

HANDWORK FOR PURIM, |

= -
asmes ";::‘:"‘ s=rta : Mask-
T | | B2 $,40 per doz.
Crowns, Royal Scepter and Ring, | Shalach
- $,60 per doz. - Manoth Box

ﬂ'F.SO per dogz,.

NOISEMAKERS for Purim (GREGGORS) = 10¢ ea8Ch.ceceseceses 1,00
- per doz,

BLOCH PUBLISHING CO.
“.7& a@wfd‘. gpoé c:mcem ™

31 WEST 31sT STREET NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

"



Textbooks on Religion, ICustoms
and Ceremonies

STORY OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND CUSTOMS, THE.
By Dorothy F. Zeligs.
"How these are observed in a modern American Jewish home,
with an explanation of their historical significance .and their
meaning for present-day Jewish life.. The book is beautifully
illustrated by Emery 1. Gondor. A .useful feature which will
be especially appreciated by teachers, is found in “Things to Do
and Talk About,” which follows each chapter. Illustrated. 2.75

JEWISH CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES. By Ben M. Edidin.

All important rituals are presented in their historical develop-
ment 2:00

JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS. By Ben 'M. Edidin 2.00

LESSONS IN JEWISH LIVING. By Solomon Colodner.
An outline of laws and customs. Illustrated ... . 60

CEREMONIES OF JUDAISM. By Abraham Z. Id’e!so}m 1.50

DESIGN FOR LIVING FROM JEWISH LIFE AND LORE.
By Esther Rudy.

The teachings, history and !egends of Judaism in - striking

.. acrostic headings: Torah, Talmud, Judaism and Labor 2.00

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM. By Beryl D. Cohon. ... 1.75

JEWISH FEASTS AND FASTS. By Julius H. Greenstone.
Essays dealing with the cycle of Jewish holidays, fesitvals, fasts
and special days, treating their historical background.

(Sale price) 1.50

JEWISH FESTIVALS. From Their Beginnings To Our Own
‘Day. By Hayyim Schauss. Illustrated 3.50
JEWISH HOLIDAYS, THE: 250 Questions and Answers on
the Jewish Holidays. By Mordecai.Soltes ............. Paper 1.00
Cloth 1.50

THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS. By Isaac Unterman.
A treasury of knowledge and facts on the agmﬁcance and

development of the Jewish holidays and. ceremonies...... 3.00,
JEWISH RELIGION, THE. By ]. M. Greenstone. i
A guide to the principles and practices of Judaism ... 225

THE LIFETIME OF A JEW. By Hayyim Schauss.

~ Gives an account of the historical -and ceremonial significance
of each of the great events of birth, bar mitzvah, education,
marriage, and death ... 3.50

NINETEEN LETTERS OF BEN U{IEL By Samson: Rapkael
Hirsch.
A spiritual presentanon of the prmczples of Judaism. Trans-
lated by Rabbi Bernard Drachman, with a preface and a
sketch of the famous author 1.50

OUTLINES OF JUDAISM. By Samuel Price.
A manual of the beliefs, ceremonies, ethics and. pra.cuccs of
. the -Jewish people 275

RELIGION OF ISRAEL, THE. By Julius H. Greenstone. .. .15

SMALL SANCTUARY, THE. By Solomon Freehof.
. An analysis of Jewish worship and the structure of the prayer
book : 2.75

WHAT WE JEWS BELIEVE. By S. S. Cohon.
The principles of Judaism are stated. Technical details are
avoided . 2,00

BLOCH PUBLISHING CO.

31 West 31st Street, New York 1, N. Y.
(Over)




Games, Etec.

ALPHABET BLOCKS; pictures; alphabet and words; plastic 2.00
BIBLE CUT-QUTS, Three dimensional. By Norman Nodel .75

BIBLE GAME. The Five Books of Moses. By Rabbi L. Witt.
A game played with cards, teaching the main personalities
and events of the Pentateuch. Boxed 75

BIBLE QUIZ LOTTO. By ]. Leuvitz.

Cards compiled accordmg to the book from which material

is drawn ... — B B
COMMANDMENTS AND HOLIDAY GAME. By William

Grossman.

Pictures with Hebrew titles and English descriptions on the

other side 50

COMMANDMENTS AND RELIGIOUS OBJECTS GAME.
By William Grossman. _
Similar to above, with different pictures ..... ... - 40

FILL-IN-FUN. By Lydia Caplan.

Puzzles for the Jewish holidays and festivals. Booklct consists
“of a series of puzzles dealing with the u'nportant facts con-
cerning our holidays .. " .35

HEBREW EDUCATIONAL CARD.S‘ r
A rummy-like game to improve spelling and vocabulary.
Boxed e J00

HEBREW WORD GAME By William Grossman.

Cards with pictures of objects and animals and their Hebrew

names on the other side 40
HOLIDAY LOFTO. By Mrs. Bertram Klausner. -,
A game to play and learn about each holiday ... ... .60

HOLIDAYS ARE FUN. By [essie B. Robinson,
A spiral bound book of crafts, puzzles, cut-outs, pictures to-
" color, picture puzzles, dot pictures, games and mazes ... 1.50

JEWISH HISTORY CARD GAMES. By Williain Grossman.
A new edition; consisting of 30 cards with illustrations and
brief English sketches of. leaders and sages, from Moses to
Chaim Weizmann. On the reverse sides appear the names
and the Hebrew titles of the books they wrote . i S0

JEWISH QUIZ BOOK. By David B. Feinberg.
Forty-three quizzes about Jewish life, past and present; with
answers in the back of the book .75

LAMED ALEPH AND OLD NEW. By Michel Schwartz.
Two games of picture cards portraying Zionist Ieaders and

historic places w00
PRIMARY SONGS AND GAMES. By Adeline R. Rosewaten
Simple haIiday songs and games. Mimeo. ..’ .23
YESH LI. A Hebrew Bingo Game, with p:ctum and word on
each card. An-anged by Hannah Hams I, CHR. 1
II: 60

ZOOMBA. By M. Kline. Hebrew word game, similar to Bingo,
teaching customs, ceremonies, vocabulary ... 1.50

BLOCH PUBLISHING CO.

31 West 31st Streoet, )New York 1, N. Y.
(Over




PURIM - AND JEWISH SURVIVAL
Continued from page 3

' ~=3: THE~ECLECTIC- SCHOOL

Presently there has appeared a third
opinion. It insists that the psycholog-
ical effect of anti-semitism on the Jew-
ish people cannot be ignored. In the
main it has been a negative influence,
however. But even negative factors im-
print their stamp on life and history.
And Jewish life and history have been
no exceptions in this respect. For it has
compelled conversion and desertion,
martyrdom and suffering—all pervasive
elements in Jewish history. However,
the bestial fury of nazism by depriving
Jews of choice, of alternatives, trans-
formed Jew-hatred into a sinister tool
of death. In this form it can no longer
be considered a factor in life; it is an in-
strument of genocide.

The attitude towards Jews crystalized
by Soviet Russia and her satellites, too,
deprives Jews of the possibilities to-live
as organized communities. It is now con-
ceded that their refusal to permit their
Jewish citizens to emigrate means the
doom of Jewish life in these regions.

Because their ideology rejects Jewish
peoplehood and Jewish religious and
cultural individuality, from the Jewish
standpoint_their policy leads to the dis-
appearance' of the Jew as history has
known him. Modern totalitarianism,
therefore, has no room for the historic
Jew and certainly not for Judaism.

This school of thought, therefore, spe-
cifies that the special incentive to sur-
vival has been Judaism, its spirit and
discipline, its doctrines and its ideals.
The Torah has been the positive and
constructive force that. forged Jewish
existence. Just as Jewish life in the past
has been galvanized and geared to Juda-
ism in its manifold aspects so Jewish life
in the future, certainly in the diasporas,
cannot endure without it. Judaism is the
heart of the Jewish people; when it
stops functioning, that moment the Jew-
ish people will cease to live.

The ROLE OF PURIM

During our Purim celebrations let us
pause to examine and to consider this
miracle of our survival. Let us under-
stand, as it is our duty, the forces that
give us life—and death.



travelled over 450 miles a week over
precipitous mountain passes, over roads
covered with ice and snow, at times,

in sub-zero weather, all in an open jeep.

‘This is the kind of work that 'is’ tiying
the soul of man. Yet, there is compen-
sation in the reaction of the men, in
their attitude towards the Jewish chap-
lain, The Rabbi is not the gowned prea-
cher in the pulpit...; he is not remote
and untouchable. The Rabbi is another
GI serving in his way, making sacri-
fices equally great to those of the mem-
bers of his congregation ; he shares with
them hardship and danger.

This attitude leads men to attend
services in greater numbers than in ci-
vilian life. I should like to quote one of
the men, for his reaction is typical: “If
my Rabbi,” said he, “thinks sufficiently
enough of me to travel 70 miles to con-
duct a service for me, I feel obligated to
attend the service.” Qur congregants in
civilian life, at least some of them, who
prefer to sit in their well heated homes

A S A Wﬂll—lu!lﬂ. @i “w ymu LA AT ANTrE
consideration to existing vacancies.
Thus his tour of duty in Korea, based
on present regulations, is almost twice

as long- as.that of -most -chaplains. of— - .

other denominations. At the same time,
and I say this in all modesty, he has to
work far harder.

Hard and time consuming as the task
is, I have set aside time for Torah...

You wondered whether I received or
would like to receive material from the
Seminary and its affiliates. To the first
I must state that another hazard of the
Chaplaincy is to be completely forgot-
ten by the Seminary and the RA. I have
not heard from either since last June.
As for your second inquiry, the answer
is in the affirmative.

I believe that your desire for a full
and detailed description of life here has
been adequately fulfilled. It is a life

that must be experienced to be “ap-

preciated”. ...
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 PURIM - AND JEWISH SURVIVAL

PURIM: A SYMPTOM OF JEWISH LIFE

Purim is a singular festival. It is a joyous and triumphant
holiday, commemorating deliverance from a specific threat
of destruction, engineered by Haman, the anti-semite. Such
danger has been frequent and recurrent in
story; it has, consequently, become a symptom and a symbol of
Jewish existence. Accordingly, every year the Jew has felt
that Purim celebrates an actual victory over his contemporary
tormentors. Thereby his faith in God's care and protection and
in the eternity of his helpless brethren bloomed and deepened.

THE MIRACLE—JEWISH SURVIVAL

Since every epoch in every center of Jewish settlement has
had its Hamans, Jewish survival has indeed become a miracle,
a mystery. Historians, Jewish and non-Jewish, have sought
to unravel this mystery, to understand this miracle, in their
efforts to account for the eternity of the Jewish people. Gen-
erally speaking, the historians may be divided into three
schools of thought. i

1. The Externalists

One school of scholars assumes that the Jewish people sur-
vived primarily because of constant external pressures exerted
on them throughout the centuries in every center of Jewish
life.- These pressures herded the people together for self-pro-
tection like a flock of sheep is drawn together by a storm.
Jewish solidarity, in brief, is the result of anti-semitism. The
ever threatening danger seasons the will to live, steels the Jew
to endure.

Moreover, they cite modern Jewish history to prove their
theory. In Western Europe, with the lessening of anti-semi-
tism, Jewish solidarity weakened and progressively dimin-
ished. Assimilation and intermarriage—alwaysa sign of waning
loyalty—became prevalent. Vestiges of faithfulness endured
because anti-semitism was dormant and latent though no
longer violent. Had anti-semitism been eliminated as a social
and political policy, assimilation would have been complete.
The newly garbed prejudices plus the continual virulent per-
secution in eastern Europe interfered with the assimilation
processes and were responsible for the creation of various
movements for the promotion of Jewish survival.

With the rise of nazism and fascism a solid front among Jews
everywhere was reborn. Assimilation became bankrupt; Juda-
ism re-emerged as the central cementing factor. The fund
raising drives for relief and rescue further intensified Jewish
community life with the consequent impetus to survival.

On the other hand, in Soviet Russia where anti-semitism was
outlawed Jews rapidly assimilated, the younger generation es-
pecially became sovietized. Now Russian Jewry, as an organ-
ized community, has no future due to the free play of the
absorptive processes, unrestrained by political and social in-
equities,

Jewish Tradition, too, had its advocates of this theory: “And
the king (Ahasuerus) took his ring from his hand, and gave
it unto Haman...” (Esther 3:10)

Rabbi Abba Bar- Kahane thus interprets this verse: “The
removal of the ring” had a greater effect on the Jewish people
than the preachments of the 48 prophets and 7 prophetesses.
For these did not cause them to return to Judaism whereas
the persecutions (of which) the ring removal is the symbol
caused the people to return to Judaism. (Megillah 14A)

2. THE INTERNALISTS

The second school of historians asserts that the Jewish
people survived despite anti-semitism. They discount its ef-
fects. In fact, the actual physical survival of Jewry up to the
rise of modern totalitarianism was due to the political organi-
zation of Europe and the Middle East. Had there not been in-
numerable independent political units to which the persecuted
and the expelled could flee for safety and asylum the doom of
Jewry would have been inevitable; the persistent persecutions

Jewish his--

would have liquidated the people. Consequently the pressures
and oppressions, the persecuticns and depredations, were a
standing threat, not an aid, to survival. Actually the creative -
and fruitful eras in Jewish history were those in which Jews
enjoyed relative freedom. Space permits only two citations:
The Golden Age ir. Spain and the Gaonic period in Babylonia.

Judaism, in its manifold phases and manifestations, is re-
sponsible for Jewish survival. The Torah has been the torch
that has kept Jewish life ablaze, the instrument which en-
rolled the Jewish intellect and the Jewish soul in the service
of Jewish endurance.

Because Judaism is a unique way of life specially suited to
the people, it nurtured their creative spirit. A creative people
cannot die; their very creativeness, embodied in literature and
institutions, fashions and fans the will to live despite all ob-

stacles. The creative spirit surmounts every challenge and__ __

every problem, heroically.

These historians clinch their argument by citing the histori-
cal fact that up to the rise of modern totalitarianism, irrespec-
tive of its color, red, brown or black, Jews had an alternative
to suffering and death! The doors of the Church and Mosque
were always open in welcome with freedom and equality as
inducements. The historic fact is that the huge majority did
not take advantage of thisz escape. They rather chose exile,
suffering, often death. Even {l.: Marranos, persecuted pri-
marily for their faithlessness to il:¢ Church, endangered their
lives for generations because they preferred to profess, true
in secret, Judaism. This is a wondrous demonstration of the il-
limitable influence of Judaism on the life of the people.

Moreover, Emancipation presented the Jews with unprece-
dented problems of adjustment to modern life, intellectual,
religious, psychological. And these challenging problems con-
fronted Jewry suddenly, at one strcke. The creative capacity
of Judaism became clear in the manner in which it “stood up”
to the legion of challenges and strove for methods tn overcome
them. Out of this travail movements and institut:ons, political
and social, cultural and religious, were born to sustain the
creative life of Jewry. Many Jews, in their impatience and ig-
norance, misconstrued and miscalculated the innate resilience
and the fruitful vitality of Judaism, and deserted the fold.

The loyal and faithful Jews, despite the disunity nor.nal in
ah era of adjustment, created new Jewish centers in America
and Israel, two new literatures, Hebrew and Yiddish, the
science of Judaism, and contributed bountifully to western
civilization. These achievements were produced despite anti-
semitism. Still greater accomplishments would have been at-

. tained had the Jews been free and unmolested to develop their

spiritual and intellectual resources.

Modern totalitarianism has deprived Jews of choice; they
have no alternative. Consequently they were ruthlessly de-
stroyed by Hitler. Behind the Iron Curtain Jews are compelled
to de-Judaize, to assimilate by the proletarianization process.
In effect, Judaism and organized Jewish life are suppressed.
In the process of proletarianization, the Middle Class has been
purged, the individual Jew loses his historic moorings. All this
without the opportunity to emigrate. These Jewries have nu
future, not because anti-semitism is dead, but because the
governments refuse to recognize the right of their Jewries to
exist as cultural organisms. Their fate proves conclusively
that Jewish survival is inconceivable without the substantive
support and the immediate influence of Judaism.

The mainstream of Tradition upholds this thesis: The wise
men of the nations came to Balaam, the gentile prophet, for
counsel concerning the most effective method to destroy Israel.
Balaam advised them to observe the synagogues and academies.
“As long as the youth frequent these institutions you cannot
successfully attack them.. As long as the ‘voice of Jacob’ is
heard in their sanctuaries and houses of study the ‘hands of
Esau’' cannot prevail; when, however, the ‘voice of Jacob’ is
stilled the ‘hands of Esau’ will overwhelm them.” (Bereshit

-Rabbah, Toldot 65 :16)

¢ (Continued on page 5)
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NATIONAL SABBATH OBSERVANCE EFFORT
RECEIVES NEW IMPETUS

Reports indicate that United Syna-
gogue Sabbath was widely celebrated
throughout the nation and Canada.
The emphasis on this occasion was the
Sabbath Revitalization Program insti-
tuted by our Movement. Our congre-
gations enacted various projects in order
to bring the National Effort to the fore
and to focus the attention of their com-
munities on the significance of this'work.

To stimulate further our congrega-
tions to vitalize Sabbath observance in
our homes and synagogues, Kit II, with
suggestions and guides, has been mailed.
Interesting projects are outlined as well

certain that this poster is on exhibition. -

If the Sabbath project is worth the effort
it is worth calling attention to it.

A questionnaire has reached our con-
gregations, according to Dr. Emil Leh-
man, our Assistant Executive Director,
requesting information about special pro-
jects that were carried out in our syn-
agogues. This data will play its part in
choosing the candidates for the Solomon
Schechter Award that will be announced
at our forthcoming Convention in Boston
(May 14-18). It is urgent that the re-
quested information reach the national
office as soon as possible,

THE SABBATH EFFORT
BRINGS REWARD

These excerpts from a letter received
by Dr. Emil Lehman are self-explana-
tory. ...Editer

..I would like to tell you of the pro-
gress we are making, in our synagogue,

" in the field of Sabbath revitalization. .

Both the synagogue and sisterhood
have established revitalization commit-
tees. Qur last Oneg Shabbat devoted its

_entire program to_this subject, and..it

asspecial programs for various occa-
sions emphasizing various aspects of the
Sabbath: a special program for Shabbat
Zakhor with a symposium on the prob-
lem of Jewish survival is included. The
special unit on Sabbath Music should
prove valuable to every synagogue and
its affiliated bodies. A tested program
for Sisterhood Sabbath and an outline
for the observance of Men's Club Sab-
bath are also featured. All the units con-
tain suggestions vital to this national
effort. Have you examined and read the
Kit? You owe it to your organization
and to your synagogue to take time to
peruse the entire Kit.

A new poster—A Four Point Pro-
gram for Sabbath Observance—part of
this Kit, should be displayed prominently
in every one of our synagogues. Our
rabbis are particularly urged to make

-{- NETWORK.TAKES. NOTICE

The Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem recently took cognizance of the
National Sabbath Observance Ef-
fort. On the Don Hollenbeck pro-
gram, “The News of America,” Ed-
ward P. Morgan reported on the
project and its progress upon the oc-
casion of National United Synagogue
Sabbath.

L

Station WLIB in New York
‘will present the story of the Nation-
al Sabbath Observance Effort in a
special broadcast on Tuesday,
March 18th, at 5:15 p.m. Dr. Abra-
ham E. Millgram, Educational Di-
rector of the United Synagogue, and
author of, “Sabbath, the Day of De-
light,” will appear on this program.

‘The Sabbath Observance Campaign
has, without question, captivated the
imagination of American Jewry. The
Anglo-Jewish press is noting and dis-
cussing it; Jewish religious organizations
are astir about it. Many of our congre-
gations are feeling a quickened interest
in the Sabbath—in home observance and
public worship.

We do not claim achievements. We
do believe that as a result of our effort
the Sabbath is on the agenda of congre-
gational life. The silence has been
broken. This, in itself, is no mean
accomplishment.

We do claim that congregations that
have instituted phases of the revitali-
zation program have been superbly suc-
cessful. And what can be done in one
community, we insist, can be done in
every community.

REFLECTIONS
-(Continued from page-2)

of the Jewish people has been due to the
leadership of consecrated Jews who
stood ready to sacrifice even their lives
for their religious and ethical ideals.
When, however, all of this is sacrificed
for a few paltry dollars, then there is
little left to justify the group's contin-
ued life.

If those of us who are active in our
local communities and in national or-
ganizations scrutinized the membership
and officials of boards from this point
of view we could establish readily stan-
dards that would exclude all such per-
sons from offices of honor and leader-
ship. Such boards would then have a
positive outlook towards Jewish life;
Jewish education and Jewish religion
would then cease to be the step-children
of the Jewish community.

was a wonderful success. We had the
largest attendance we have ever had,
and every woman left that afternocon
inspired and stimulated. It was truly an
afternoon of spiritual delight.

Flyers are sent regularly to the mem-
bers, reminding them to attend services
. .emphasizing the positive approach to
Sabbath revitalization. These pamphlets
are bringing results, because Friday
night attendance at services has def-
initely increased. We are also planning
a Friday night supper on the 29th of
February, in line with your suggestion,
“Eating Out at the Synagogue.”

All in all, there is a change’in interest,
for the berter.

Personally, I find a great deal of
satisfaction in my work, because I am
learning so much about my Judaism...

In addition, it has been gratifying to
see the wonderful response of our women
to this program, proving conclusively
that the -need:-and:*hunger ‘for-Sabbath
revitalization are there. They have been
lying dormant, needing only to be
awakened by such a campaign as this.

Mrs. Morris H. Budner
Beth ElI Ner Tamid Synagogue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

RABBINICAL - CANTOR
CONFIRMATION - CHOIR

BACHELORS
CAPS GOWNS
anp IIllﬂIlS
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"JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES"

‘oY 1A% ware
'An Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader

We Take Pride in a Center Boy Abroad

AM again making use of this column
to publish a most interesting letter
from one.of our young people, Edward
M. Karlin, son of members of long stand-
ing, who was reared in our beloved insti-
tution as a stiadent in the Hebrew School
and member of our Junior Congregation.
It caime to me after the High Holy Day
season, and it gave me so much pleasure
and spiritudl satisfaction that I want to
share these feelings with you. Here is his
letter:’ o
" “T'can remember coming to the Brook-
lyn Jewish Center for the Rosh Hoshanah
and Yom Kippur services as a child, long
before I could understand the d'eep' sig-
nificance and beauty of the holiday
period. This was the first year when I
could not be at the Center for the holi-
days and I would like you to hear of the
most interesting way in which I observi
- the holidays. :
- “Keflavik Airport in Iceland, where T
am- stationed as a private in the Army
Audit Agency, is a small yet vital link
in the chain of United States overseas
bases.. Iceland has no armed force of its
own; but as a member of Nato has in-
vited the Tceland Defense Force to its
shores: Among the men in the army,
navy and air force components making
up ‘the Defense Force there are approxi-
mately sixty Jews. :

“Numerous attempts were made to
find a Jewish chaplain or a civilian rabbi
—there is no Jewish chaplain or rabbi in
Iceland—who would bé available for the
high holiday period and be able to con-
duct a service for us, but there was only
one rabbi for the entire North Atlantic
area_and he was assigned to Thule, on
the arctic circle in'Greenland.

“Due to the unselfish assistance of the
base Protestant chaplain and the opera-
tions officer plans were formulated to fly
as many of the men as possible to Eng-
land so that they could attend regular
services, under the guidance of a rabbi, in
Manchester. Two flights were planned;
one for Rosh Hoshanah and one for Yom

Brooklyn Jewish Center Review

Kippur. All those. who could not make
the first trip were to be accommodated
on the Yom Kippur flight so that each of

~us could enjoy the benefits of an organ-

ized service.

“Two days before the first flight was
scheduled to depart the plane which had
been assigned developed motor trouble
and was put out of commission. We
were resigned to spending the holidays
in Iceland when another plane was made
available to us, almost at the last mo-
ment, and early on the morning of Mon-
day, September 27, together with thirty
other men, I took off for England.

“After a pleasant trip by plane and
bus . we arrived at the Manchester syn-
agogue just before the service was to
begin and-without any knowledge on the
part of the congregation that we were
coming. The shul was new, having been
completed.only a year previous.

“Before the singing of ‘Yigdal’ the
rabbi, replete with top hat and tails, an-
nounced. to the congregation that some
American servicemen- from Iceland were
in England for the holidays and would
the members please extend their hospital-
ity to these visitors. Realizing that there
had been no notice of our coming we did
not and could not expect to be received
by the members of the congregation in
the wonderful way in which we were.
Every one of us was invited to share the
table and the homes of these thoughtful
people.

“As I was leaving the shul, wondering
where and how I was to spend the night,
I hardly expected what was to follow.
A man dressed in what we Americans
would call a typical English manner came
up to me and asked in a typical English
accent if I would like to spend the holi-
days with his family and sleep ar the
home of- one of his neighbors who was
then attending services in another Man-

chester shul. I am sure that I accepted
before he finished his invitation.

“During the next few days I was treat-
ed as a member of the family.

“It is interesting to note that the Man-
chester Jews who so readily invited
thirty-one foreigners into their homes
without notice and without preparation
did so without any desire for thanks. It
was to them a simple gesture of brother-
hood from one Jew to another, from one
human to another. 1 wonder if nations
could not learn a lesson from these won-
derful people. If they could there would
no longer be a need for an Iceland De-
fense Force. Edward M. Karlin.”

The letter is so-well written, and ex-
presses the solidarity of Jews throughout
the world in so touching a fashion; that
no additional comment on my part is
necessary. It is good to know that we
have had some share in rearing a young
Jew of such fine and strong Jewish senti-
ments. That was the aim and hope of
those who founded and built this institu-
tion, and we are thankful that we have
succeeded in 2 large measure.

e ﬂ '

MM A
Correction

In the book criticisms which appeared
in the January issue of the Review, writ-
ten by Dr. Israel H. Levinthal, two re-
grettable errors appeared in the review
of “The Need to Believe—The Psychol-
ogy of Religion,” by Mortimer Ostow and
Ben-Ami Scharfstein.

The second paragraph should have read,
“It reveals a thorough mastery of the
theories of 2ll the leading authorities.”

The paragraph next to the last should
have read, “Drs. Ostow and Scharfstein
make a good case in their refutation of
Freud’s theory that the religious person
manifests the continued illusions of the
child, and show their agreement with
Freud’s brilliant pupil, Carl Jung, who
holds that religion represents ‘the cumu-
lated wisdom of mankind.””
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PURIM AS A GUIDE TO ANTI-SEMITISM

NCE again we return at -the

festival of Purim to the peren-

nial enigma of human relations—
the hatred of the Jew by the mon-Jew.
The Scroll of Esther read on Purim-offers
us a realistic and dramatic discussion of
anti-Semitism. The issues dramatized in
Esther are unfortunately of pressing rel-
evance today.

The words of Haman to King Ahasu-
erus, as told in the Megillah, is a classic
formulation of the accusations pointed at
the Jew down through the ages. “There
is a certain people, scattered abroad and
dispersed among the peoples in all the
provinces of your kingdom, their laws are
different from those of every other people,
and they do not keep the king’s laws, so
that it is not for the king’s profit to
tolerate them.” — The-unassimilable.char-
acteristics of the Jew are the quotation
marks around the word Jew that set it
apart for scorn, derision and suspicion.

The modern Hamans have not succeeded

in adding any novel reasons for their
- hatred and persecution of the Jews to
those of antiquity. Theirs is just a repe-
tition of Haman’s words, albeit with some
modern embellishments.

Some of the statements and descrip-

tions in the Book of Esther, are so realistic
that upon reading them we forget the
time span that separates us Jews of the
20th Century from the Jews in the days
of Mordecai and Esther living under the
Persian hegemony. But its captivating
realism may turn out to be for us a snare
and a deception; in the ageless quotations
.and accusations of Haman, we have the
root cause of the hatred of the Jew. Mod-
ern depth-psychology has taught us that
what seems to the human eye and the

human mind as real often conceals the
actual truth. Certainly the apparently
logical accusations of Haman so fre-
quently repeated through the generations
cannot explain the anti-Semitic convul-

" sions of one of the most scientifically and
- culturally advanced of modern nations;

nor can it explain, to take an example
that comes readily to hand, the anti-
Jewish obsession of the encyclopedic his-
torian, Arnold J. Toynbee.

.The accusation directed against the Jew
that he possesses unassimilable character-
istics setting. him apart are but convenient
rationalizations of an irrational hatred
sunk deep into man’s collective subcon-
scious. The sage teachers of the Talmud

who encountered a variety of manifesta-

lands of the Jewish dispersion, sought to
unravel the mystery of Jew-hatred by
probing beneath the anti-Semitic cliches
and getting to' the soul and spirit of anti-
Semitism. They traced the ideological
and spiritual lineage of Haman to that
cruel bedouin tribe, the Amalekites, who
attacked the weary columns of the Israel-
ites during the early stages of their desert
sojourn, The Rabbis enjoined the reading
of that section in the Torah telling the

_story of the Amalekite assault, and a par=

allel section on the Amalekites in the First
Book of Samuel on the Sabbath preceding
‘the Purim festival, thus giving it the
name of Shabbat Zakor—the Sabbath of
Remembrance. In this introduction to
the Purim festival, the Rabbis point up an
obvious lesson the Jews were not attacked
by.the Amalekites because they were dif-
ferent or disloyal or had peculiar cus-
toms. In outward appearances or circum-
stances the children of Israel were indis-

tinguishable from the Amalekites. “Re-
member,” the Torah admonishes us, “what
Amalek did to you on the way as you
came out of Egypt, how he attacked you
on the way when you were faint and
weary,” The reason for this inordinate
cruelty, the Torah tells us, was that
Amalek, “Lo Yoreh Elohim”—did not
fear God. (Prof. Umberto Cassuto notes

-that the name for God employed in this

passage is Elohim, which connotes the
universal character of the Godhood—the
God of all nations and cribes.) “Lo
Yoreh Elohim” is the root reason for anti-
Semitismi, the rest is a rationalized facade.
Almost immediately after this story about
the tribe that did not fear God, weé are
told of the Revelation on Mt. Sinai, the
giving of the Ten Commandments to thc
cl:uldren of Israel.

T tHions of anti-Semitism—in the various-- Lhe Jew Trepresents to humanity the

Divine command to be human; the image

_of the Jew is to the world the symbol of

the Ten Commandments and the Torah.
Hatred of the Divine teachings reduces
itself in time into a blmd and irrational
hatred of the Jew, though it may hide
behind the cloak of moral mdlgnauon and
historical judgments Jew-hatred is the

-anti-God in man strugglmg against the

dictates of God. Psycl:a—analysrs, that
branch of psychology which probes be-
neath the deceptive layers of conscious-
ness, is increasingly recognizing the spir-
itual dimension in the phenomenon of

"anti-Semitism.

For us Jews it is of great importance
to comprehend the i mner realities of anti-
Semitism, so that- "we may’ come to under-
stand our unique position in the human

‘psyche and appreciate the role we have

played and are destined to play m the spir-
lmallzauon of Mankind.

Dk. BENJ’AMI‘N KREITMAN.
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sstavanan

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the umverse, whi'***

3 ts, and ded us

hast sanctified us with thy co
concerning the reading of the Megillah.

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who
dlidst perform miracles for our fathers in those days, at this season.

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who
hast granted us life and sustenance and permitted us to reach

this season.

THE BOOK OF ESTHER.

1 And it came to pass in the days of Achashverosh, of the
same Achashverosh who reigned, from India even unto Ethiopla,
over & hundred and seven and twenty provinces,

2 In those days, when this king Achashverosh was sitting
on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the capilal,

3 That, in the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto
all his princes and his servants, the army, of Persla and Media
the nobles and the princes of the provinces whn were near him
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The King commanded the seven chamberlains to bring Vashii- the Queen . . . .

ESTHER, 1.

4 When he showed the riches and the glory of his kingdom,
and the brilliance [and] the splendor of his great
many days, a hundred and eighty days.

6 And when these days were completed, the king made unto
all the people that were found in Shushan the capital, unto every
one, from the great even to the small, a feast of seven days, in
the court of the garden of the king's palace;

during

6 [Where were] white, green, and blue [hangings], fastened
with cords of the fine linen and purple, on rollers of silver and
pillars of marble; couches of gold and silver, upon a pavement
of green, and white, and yellow, and black marble.

T And they gave them to drink in vessels of gold,—the vessels
being diverse one from the other,—and the royal wine was in
sbundance, according to the ability of the king.

8 And the drinking was, according to the law, none to com-
pel, for so had the king enjoined on all the officers of his house,
to do according to the pleasure of every man.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women, in the
royal house which belonged to king Achashverosh.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry
with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Charbona, Bigtha,
and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass, the seven chamberlains that
gerved in the presence of king Achashverosh,

11 To bring Vashtl the queen before the king with the royal
crown, to show the people and the princes her beauty; for she
was handsome in appearance.

12 But queen Vashti refused to come at the word of the king
brought by the hand of the chamberlains; and the king was very
wroth, and his fury burnt in him. :
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Let there go forth a royal command that Vashti come no more before King Ahasuerus

ESTHER, L

13 Then said the king to the wise men, who knew the times;—
for so waa the king's manner towards all acquainted with law
and judgment.

14 And those next unto him were Carshena, Shethar, Ad-
matha, Tharshish, Meress, Marsena, and Memuchan, the seven
princes of Persin and Medla, who saw the king's face, who sat
in the first rank in the kingdom:

16 What should according to law be done with queen Vashti;
becauge she had not. fulfilled the order of king Achashverosh by
the hand of the chamberlains?

16 Then said Memuchan before the king and the princes: Not
against the king alone hath Vashti the queen done wrong, but
also against all the princes, and against all the people that are
in all the provinces of king Achashverosh.

17 For this deed of the queen will go abroad unto all the
wanmen, a0 that they will despise their husbands in their eyes.
when it shall be reported: King Achashverosh ordered Vashti
the queen to be brought into his presence, but she came not.

18 And even this day will the ladies of Persia and Media,
who have heard of the deed of the queen, say this unto all the
princes of the king; and there will arise too much contempt and
quarrel.

19 If it please the king, let there go forth a royal order
from him, and let it be written among the lawa of the Perslans
and the Medes, that no one transgress it; That, Vashti come no
more before king Achashverosh; and let the king give her royal
dignity unto another that is better than she.

20 And when the king's decree which he will make shall be
published throughout all his kingdom, however great it is; all the
wives will show respect to their husbands, unto every one, from
the great even to the small.
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Let the King's officers gather together all the young maidens . . . .

ESTHER CAP. 1. 2.

21 And the speech was pleasing in the eyes of the king and
of the princes; and the king did according to the speech of
Memuchan.

22  And he sent letters unto all the provinces of the king, unto
every province according to its writing, and to every people ac-
cording to its language, that every man should bear rule in his
own house, and apeak according to the language of his people.

CHAPTER-IL

1 After these eventu. when the fury of king Achashverosh
e bered Vashti, and what she had done,
and what had been decreed concerning her.

2 Then eaid the king's servants that ministered unto him:
Let there be sought for the king virgins handsome In appear-
ance;

3 And let the king appoint.officers In all the provinces of
his kingdom, that they may gather together all the young vir-
gins, handsome in appearance, unto Shushan the capital, into
the house of the women, under the custody of Hegaithe king's
chamberlain, the keeper of the women; and let them give them
- their customary anointings;

4  And let the maiden who may be pleasing in the eyes of the
king become queen instead of Vashti. And the speech was pleas-
ing in the eyes of the king, and he did so.

5 There was a certain Jew in Shushan the capltal whose
name was Mordecai, the son of Yair, the son of Shim'i, the son of
Kish, n Benjamite;

6 Who had been carried away into exile from Jerusalem
with the exiles who had been exiled with Jeconyah, the king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carrled
into exile
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Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is Esther

ESTHER, 11.

7 And he had brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, the
daughter of his uncle: for she had neither father nor mother,
and the malden was beautiful In form and handsome in appear-
ance; and when her father and mother were dead, Mordecal had
taken her to himself as o daughter,

8 And It came to paas, when the king's order and his decree
were heard, and when many maldena were brought together un-
to Shushan the capital, under the custody of Hegai, that Esther
also was brought unto the king's house, under the custody of
Hegal, the keeper of the women.

9 And the maiden was pleasing in his eyes, and she obtained
favor before him; and he made haste to give her her anocintings,
with her presents, and the seven maidens, who were selected to
be given her, out of the king's house; and he preferred her and
her maidens with the best things in the house of the women.

10 Esther told nothing of her people or of her descent; for
Mordecai had charged her that she ghould not tell.

11 And day by day did Mordecai walk before the court of the
house of women, to ascertain the well-being of Esther, and what
would be done with her.

12 And when the turn of every maiden was come to go In un-
to king Achashverosh, at the expiration [of the time] that she
had been treated according to the custom of the women, twelve
months; for so were the days of their anointings accomplished,
8ix months with the oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet
odors, and with other ointments of the women;

13 And thus came the malden unto the king; whatsoever
she asked for was given her to go with her out of the house of
. the women as far as the house of the king.
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And the king loved Esther above all the women, and he placed the royal crown upon her head

ESTHER, II

14 In the evening she went, and in the morning she returned
unto the second house of the women, to the custody of Sha'ash-
gas, the king's chamberlain, the keeper of the concubines; she
used not to come again unto the king, except the king delighted
In her, and she waa called by name.

16 And when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abichayll,
the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her to himself as a daugh-
ter, was come fo go in unto the king, she required nothing but
what Hegal the king's chamberlain, the keeper of the women,
sald; and Esther obtained grace In the eyes of all those that
beheld her.

16 And Esther was taken unto king Achashverosh, unto his
royal house, in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, In
the seventh year of his reign.

1T And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she
obtained grace and favor before him more than sll the virgins;
and he placed the royal crown upon her head. and made hsr
queen instead of Vashti.

18 And the king made a great feast unto all his princes and
his servants, the feast of Esther; and he made a release of taxes
to t}i? provinces, and gave presents, according to the ability of
the king.

19 And when virgins were gathered together the second
time, and Mordecal was sitting in the king's gate. )

20 Esther had not yet told of her descent nor her people; as
Mordecai had charged her; and Esther did the commandment of
Mordecai, equally as when she was under his guardianship.

21 In those days, while Mordecai was sitting in the king's
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The kings servants bowed down to Haman, but Mordecai bowed not down

ESTHER CAT. 2. 3.

gate, Bigthan and Theresh, two chamberlains of the king, of
those who kept the door, became wroth, and sought to lay hand
on king Achashverosh.

22 And the thing became known to Mordecai, and he told'it
unto Esther the queen; and Esther said it 1o the king in the name
of Mordecai.

23 And the thing was inquired into and found true; and thesf
were both of them hanged on o gallows; and it was written in
the book of cronicles before the king. |

i
CHAPTER 111, |

1 After these events did king Achashverosh make greatj
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and he advanced !
him; and he placed his seat above that of all the princes that
were with him.

2 And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate,
bent the knee and prostrated themselves to Haman; for so had |
the king commeanded concerning him; but Mordecai bent not the |
knee nor prostrated himself.

3 Then sald the king’s servants, who were in the king’s gate,
unto Mordecai: Why transgressest thou the king's command?

4 Now it came to pass, when they spoke unto him day by day,
and he hearkened not unto them, that they told it to Haman,
to see whether the words of Mordecai would be able to stand;
for he had told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bent not Lhe knee,
nor prostrated himself to him, Haman became full of fury.

G But it appeared too contemptible in his eves to Jay his hand
on Mordecai alone; for they had told him of the people of Mur-
decai; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were
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I it please the king, let it be writien that they be destroyed

ESTHER, III.

throughout sll the kingdom of Achashverosh, the people of
Mordecali.

7 In the firat month, that {a the month Nigsan, in the twelfth
year of king Achashverosh, some one cast the Pur, that is, the
lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month [to month]
to the twelfth month, which is the month Adar.

8 Then said Haman unto king Achashverosh: There is one
peuple scattered and dispersed among the nations in all the
provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are different from
those of every people; while they do not execute the laws of the
king; and it I8 no profit for the king to tolerate them.

9 [If it be pleasing to the king, let it be written to destroy
them; and ten thousand talents of silver will I weigh out Into
the hands of those that have the charge of the business, to bring
into the king's treasurles, .

10 And the king drew his signet-ring from off his hand, and
gave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the
adversary of the Jews.

11 And the king said unto Haman: The silver is given
to thee, the people alao, to do therewith as it seemeth good in thy
eyes. ’

12 Then were called the king's scribes in the first month on
the thirteenth day thereof, and there was written acrording to
all that Haman had commanded unto the king's lleutenants, and
to the governors that were over every province, and to the princes
of every people, to every province according to its writing, and to
every people according to its language; in the name of king
Achashverosh was it written, and it was sealed with the king's
signet-ring.

13 And the letters were sent by the runners unto all the
king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to exterminate gll the
Jews, from young to old, little ones and women, on one day, on
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Runners went forth in haste, by the King's commandment

ESTHER CAT. 3. 4,

the thirteenth day of the twelve month, which is the month
Adar, and to plunder their property as spoil.

14 A copy of the writing, to be given out as a law In every
province, was published unto all the nations, that they might be
ready against that day.

16 The runnera went out with all speed with the king's decree,
and the law was given out in Shushan the capital; and the king
and Haman sat down to drink; and the city of Shushan was
perplexed.

CHAPTER 1V.

1 When Mordecai ascertained all that had been done, Mor-
decai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went
out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter
cry;

2 And thus he came up to the front of the king's gate; for
none dared to enter into the king's gate clothed with sackcloth.

8 And in each and every province, in every place whither
the king’s decree and his law had reached, there was great mourn-
ing for the Jews with fasting and weeping. and wailing; and
many lay in sackecloth with ashes.

4 Then came the-maidens of Esther with her chamberlains
and told it her; and the queen was exceedingly terrified; and
she sent garments to clothe Mordecal, and to remove his sackeloth
from him, but he accepted them not.

& Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's chamber-
lains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her, and gave him
a charge for Mordecai to know what this was, and why this
was.
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And Mordecal told him {(Hat

h) all that h

d unto him . ...

ESTHER, Iv.

& So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the bread place of
the city, which was before the king's gate.

7 And Mordecai told him all that had happened unto him, and
of the fixed sum of money which Haman had promised to weigh
out into the treasurles of the king for the Jews, to destroy them.

8 Also the copy of the writing of the law that had been
given out in Shushan to destroy them he gave to him, to show
it unto Esther, and to tell her, and to charge her that she should
go in unto the king, and to make supplication unto him, and to
present a request before him for her people,

9 And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecal.

10 And Esther sald unto Hatach, and gave him a charge unto
Mordecal,

N 11 Al the king's servants, and the people of the king's

provinces, do know, that every one, whether man or woman, who
ghould come unto the king into the inner court, who ia not called,
there is but one law for him, to put him to death, except the
one to whom the king should hold out the golden sceptre, that
he may live; but I have not been called Lo come in unto the king
these thirty days.

12 And they told Mordecai the words of Esther.

13 Then sald Mordecai to bring this answer back to Esther:
imagine not in thy soul to be able to escape in the king's house
out of all the Jewa.

14 For if thou do indeed maintain sllence at this time, en-
Jargement and deliverance will arise to the Jews from another
place; but thou and thy father's house will perish: and who know-
eth whether thou hast not for a time like this attained to the
royal dignity?
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The king held out-to Esther the golden sceptre

ESTHER, CAP. 4.5

16 Then said Esther to bring this answer back to Mordecai,

16 Go, adsemble together all the Jews who are now present
in Shushan, and fast ye for me, so that ye neither eat nor drink
three days, either night or doy; alse 1 with my maidens will
fast in like manner; and then will I go in unto the king, which is
not according to the law: and if 1 then perish, 1 perish,

17 And Mordecai went about, and did in accordance with
all that Esther had charged him.

CHAPTER V.

1 And it came fo ‘\Jau on the third day, that Esther put on
her royal apparel, and placed herself in the inner court of the
king's house, opposite the king's apartment; and the king was
aitting upon his royal throne in the royal apartment, opposite
to the entrance of the house.

2 And it happened, when the king saw FEsther the gqueen
standing in the court, that she obtained grace in his eyes; and
the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was In his
hand; and Esther drew near, and touched the top of the aceptre.

3 Then said the king unto her: What wilt thou, queen Esther?
and what is thy request? if it be equal to half of the kingdom
it shall be given thee.

4 And Esther said: If it seem good unto the king, let the
king and Haman come this day unto the banguet which I have
prepared for him.

6 Then sald the king: Bring Haman quickly hither to fulfil
the word of Easther. 5o came the king with Haman to the
banquet which Esther had prepared.

6 And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine:
What is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: and what
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Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him "Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high .. ..

ESTHER, V.
uesdt? even if it be equal to half of the kingdom, it
one.

is thy r
shall still

7 Then answered Esther, and said: My petition and my re-
quest are:

8 If T have found grace in the eyes of the king, and if it
please the king to grant my petition, and to fulfil my request,
that the king may come with Haman to the banquet which I will
p;ﬁt%ar?“for them, and to-morrow will I do according to the word
of the king.

9 And Haman went forth on that day joyful and with a glad
heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, who
did not rise up, nor move out of the way for him, then was
Haman filled against Mordecal with fury.

10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself, and went to his
house; and he sent and had hiz friends brought In with Zeresh
his wife.

11 And Haman recounted to them the glory of his riches,
and the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein
the king had made him great, and how he had advanced him
above the princes and the servants of the king.

12 And Haman said: Yes, Esther the queen did not let any
one come In with the king unto the banquet that she had prepared
but myself; and also for to-morrow am I Invited unto her with
the king.

13 Yet all this availleth me nothing, every time that I see
Mordecai the Jew sitting in the king's gate.

14 Then said unto him Zeresh his wife with all his friends:
Let them make a gallows of fifty cubits high, and in the morning
speak unto the king that they may hang Mordecai thereon; and
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Thot night sleep fled from the king; he ordered to bring in the book of memorable events . . . .

ESTHER, VI.

then go thou in with the king unto the banquet joyfully.
the thing pleased Haman; and he had the gallows made.

CHAPTER VI,

1 In that night sleep fled from the king, and he ordered to
bring in the book of the memorable events of the chronifcles;
and they were read before the king.

2 And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Big-
thana and Theresh, two chamberlains of the king, of those who
kept the door, who had sought to lay hand on king Achashverosh.

8 And the king said: What honor and dignity have been done

to Mordecai for this? Then said the king's young men, hia
servanta: There hath nothing been done with him.

And

4 And the king said: Who is in the court? Now Haman was
come into the outer court of the king's house, to say unto the
king to hang Mordecai on the gallows which he had prepared
for him.

6 And the king's young men said unto him: Behold, Haman
is standing in the court. And the king said: Let him come in,

6 So Haman came In; and the king said unto him: What
ghall be done with the man whom the king desireth to honor?
And Haman said in his heart: To whom would the king desire
to do honor more than to myself?

7 Haman therefore said to the king: The man whom the
king desireth to honor—

8 Let them bring a royal apparel which the king hath worn,
and a horse on which the king hath ridden, and let there be
placed a royal crown on his head.
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And P_m (Haman) proclaimed before him, **Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honor"

ESTHER CAP. 6. 7.

9 And let the apparel and the horse be given into the hand
of one of the king's princes, of the most noble, that they may
array the man whom the king desireth to honor, and let them:
cause him to ride on the horse through the broad places of the
cily, and proclaim before him: Thus shall be done to the man
whom the king desireth to honor.

10 Then said the king to Haman: Make haste, take the ap-
parel and the horse, as thou hast spoken, and 'do thus to Mor-
decai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate; leave out nothing
of all that thou hast spoken.

11 And Haman then took the apparel and the horse, and ar-
rayed Mordecal, and caused him to ride through the streets of
the eity, and proclaimed- before him: Thus shell be done unto
the man whom the king desireth to honor. 3 .

12  And Mordecai thereupon returned to the king's gate; but
Hxamm:I hastened to his house, mourning, and having his head
covered.

13 And Haman related to Zeresh his wife and to all his
friends all that had befallen him; then said unto him his wise
men and Zeresh his wife: If Mordecai, before whom thou hast
begun to fall, be of the seed of the Jews, thou wilt not prevail
against him, but thou wilt surely fall before him.

14 They were yet speaking with him, when the king's cham-
berlains arrived, and they hastened to bring Haman unto the
banguet which Esther had prepared.

CHAPTER VII

1 And the king came with Haman to drink with Esther the
queen.

2 And the king said unto Esther also on the second day at LQ}C‘} :ﬂ;‘??@.‘_l’ '\p?h"ﬂ”ﬂﬂ:ﬁ}b TP::.:I'J
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A

And the king come with Haman te drink with Esther the queen . . . .

ESTHER, VII.

the banguet of wine: What is thy petition, queen Esther? and
‘it shall be granted thee; and what is thy request? even if it be
equal to half the kingdom, it shall be done.

3 Then answered Esather the queen and sald: If 1 have found
i;rav:e in thy eyes, O king! and if it be pleasing unto the king,
et my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my re-
quest;

4 For we have been sold, [ and my people, to be destroyed
to be glain and to be exterminated; and if we had been only anl:i
for bondmen and bondwomen, [ would have remained silent; for
the adversary regardeth not the damage of the king.

5 Then spoke king Achashverosh and said unto Esther the
queen: Who is this, and where ie he, whose heart hath em-
boldened him to do s0?

6 And Esther said: An adversary, and an enemy, this wicked
Homan. Then became Haman terrified before the king and the
queen.

T And the king arose in his fury from the banquet of wine,
and went into the palace-garden; and Haman remained behind
to make request for his life of Esther the queen; for he saw
that there was evil fully determined.

8 And when the king returned out of the palace-garden
into the apartment of the banquet of wine, Haman was fallen
upon the couch whereon Esther was; then said the king: Will
he even do viclence Lo the queen before me in the house? The
word had just come out of the king's mouth, when they covered
Haman's face.

9 Then sald Charbonah, one of the chamberlains, before
the king: Behold, there iz also the gallows, which Haman hath
made for Mordecal, who had spoken well for the king, standing
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The king took off his ring which he had laken away from Haman, and gave it to Mordecal . . . .

ESTHER CAP. 7. 8.
in the house of Haman, fifty cubits high.
Hang him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows which he had pre-
pared for Mordecal, and the fury of the king was appeased.
CHAPTER VIIL
1 On that day did king Achashverosh give the house of
Haman the adversary of the Jews unto ‘Esther the queen; and
Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was
unto her.

And the king said:

2 And the king took off his slgnet-ring which he had taken
away from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecal: and Esther
appointed Mordecal over the house of Haman,

8 And Esther spoke agnin before the king, and fell down at
his feet, and wept, and besought him to do away the evil of
Haman the Agagitle, and his device which he had devised against
the Jews.

4  And the king held out toward Esther the golden sceptre;
and Esther arose, and stood up before the king;

5 And she sald, If it be pleasing to the king, and if I have
found grace before him, and the thing seem proper before the
king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to recall
the letters, the device of Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, which he hath written to exterminate the Jews who are
in all the provinces of the king.

6 For how could 1 endure to look on the evil that is to be-
fall my people? and how could I endure to look on the extermina-
tion of my kindred?
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Then were called the king's scribes and it was written according to all that Mordecal commanded . . . .

ESTHER, VIII.

7 Then said king Achashverosh unto Esther the queen and to
Mordecal the Jew: Behold, the house of Haman have 1 given to
Esther, and him have they hanged on the gallows, because he
had streiched out his hand against the Jews.

R And ye write concerning the Jews, as it may be good in
your eyes, in the king's name, and seal it with the king’s signet-
ring; for a writing which [s written in the king's name, and
sealed with the king's signet-ring, cannot be recalled.

"9 Then were called the king's scribes at that time in the third

month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth
day thereof; and It was writlten according to all that Mordecal

commanded to the Jews, and to the Heutenants, and the governors -

and the princes of the provinces who were from India unto
Ethlopla, one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, unto every
province according to its writing, and unto every people accord-
ing to its language, and to the Jews according to their writing,
and according to their language.

10 And he wrote In the name of king Achashverosh, and
sealed it with the king’s aignet-ring, and he sent letters through
the swift messengers on horseback, and riders on mules, camels,
and young dromedaries:

11 That the king had granted to the Jews who were in every
city to gather themselves together, and to setand forward for
their life, to destroy, to slay, and to exterminate all the military
strength of the people and province that would assault them,
both little ones and women, and to plunder their property as spoll,

12 On one day in all the provineces of king Achashverosh, on
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The swift messengers went out . . .,

ESTHER CAP. 8. 9

the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month
Adar.

13 A copy of the writing Lo be given out as a law In every
province, was published unto all nations, and that: the Jews
ghould be ready against that day to avenge themselves on th:ir
enemies.

14 The swift messengers that rode upon mules snd camela
went out, belng hastened and hurried forward with the com-
mand of the king; and the law was given out at Shushan the
capital.

16 And Mordecal went out from the presence of the king in
a royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of
gold, and with a cloak of fine linen and purple: and the city of
Shushan was glad and joyful.

16 For the Jews there was light, with joy and gladness, and
honor.

17 And in every province, and In ‘every city, whitherscever
the king's command reached with his law, there were joy and
gladneas for the Jews, entertainments and a feast-day: and many
of the people of the land became Jews; for the dread of the
Jews had fallen upon them.

CHAPTER 1X.

1 And in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the
thirteenth day thereof, when the king's command with his law
drew near to be put into execution, on the day that the enemies

. with the command of the king . . . .
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The Jews assembled together In the cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasverus . . . .

ESTHER, IX.
of the Jews had hoped to have power over them, which had been
changed nevertheless, so that the Jews had power over those that
hated them,

2 The Jews assembled together in their cities, throughout
all the provinces of king Achashverosh, to stretch out their hand
against those that had sought their injury; and no man could
keep standing before them; for the dread of them had fallen
upon all the nations. .

8 And oll the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants,
and the governors, and the superintendents of the affairs of the
king, elevated the Jews; because the dread of Mordecal had fallen
upon them.

4 For Mordecal was great in the king's house, and his fame
went throughout all the provinces; for the man Mordecal became

greater and grealer.

5 And the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of
the aword, and slaughter, and extermination; and they acted with
those that hated them according to their pleasure.

6 And in Shushan the capital the Jews slew and exterminated
five hundred men.

;o -1 "nDR N9

ehmm SR tomns T oy whth e
T mhgb wrmime Top1 MmO orwa
Bne beymp BiTeR KD YR) EnYY Weaes
EURTIONT PYET Rpbn towyor—by 8
TN ORYID TR N TNRD e niem
ST b TSy PTRTIR beymp o 4
YRTP MYTETD3 P 1Y) ToET M3
3 ETRDII BT 3 O T PTR "
W B0 ST RN 1198 ;N 37 6

SWUR MW U TAN) DT N TR

| n;« 1
| PR ROTITR
| O} 112>
IR INDEDN 8
1 hgh sljlj'lﬁ
| XY KoM

| AN} IROTR 9

| ) REvg




ez | Wi

The king commanded .

ESTHER, IX.
7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha,

8 And Poratha, and Adalya, and Aridatha,
9 And Parmashtha, and Arissal, and Aridai, and Vayzatha,

10 The ten sona of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the ad-
versary of the Jews, dld they slay: but to the spoil did they not
stretch forth their hand.

11 On that some day came the number of those that were
slain in Shushan the capltal before the king.

12 Then sald the king unto Esther the queen: In Shushan the
capital have the Jews slain and exterminated five hundred men,
and the ten sons of Homan: what have they done in the rest of
the king's provinces? Now what is thy petition? and it shall be
sranted thee; and what Is thy request farther? and it shall be

one.

13 Then said Esther: If it please the king, let it tomorrow
also be granted to the Jews who are In Shushan to do according
to the law of this day, and let the ten sons of Haman be hanged
on the gallows.

14 And the king ordered that it should be done so; and the
law was given out at Shushan; and the ten sons of Haman were
hanged.

15 And the Jews that were in Shushan assembled together
also on the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and slew at
Shushan three hundred men; but to the spoil they did not stretch
forth their hand.

. and the en sons of Haman were hanged .
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The Jews that were u;l Shu-ashnu ossembled |ogaﬂler e

ESTHER, 1X.

16 And the remalning Jews that were in the king's provinces
assembled together, and atood forward for thelr life, and pro-
cured rest from their enemies, and slew of those that hated them

seventy and five thousand; but to the spoil did they not stretch.

forth their hand,

17 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and they
rested on the fourteenth day thereof, and made it a day of en
tertainment and joy.

18 But the Jews that were at Shushan assembled together
on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof,
and reated on the fifteenth thereof, and made it a day of enter-
talnment and joy.

19 Therefore do the Jews of the villages, that dwell in tle
unwalled towns, make the fourteenth day of the month Adar as
one of joy and entertainment, and a feast-day, and of sending
portions one Lo another.

20 And Mordecai wrote down these events; and he sent letters
unto all the Jews that were In all the provinces of king Achash-
verosh, those nigh and those far away,

21 To take it on themselves as a duty, that they should cele-
brate the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth
day of the same in each and every year,

22 Like those days whereon the Jews had rest from their
enemies, and the month which was changed unto them from sor-
row to joy, and from mourning into a feast-day; to make them
days of entertainment and joy, and of sending portions one to
the other, and gifts Lo the needy.

23 And the Jews tock upon themselves that which they had
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Mo-rdecal wrote down these events

ESTHER IX.

bﬁsllﬂ already to do, and that which Mordecal had written unto
them.

24 Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the
adversary of gll the Jews, had devised against the Jews to ex-
terminate them, and had cast the Pur, that is, the lot, to destroy
them, and to exterminate them.

26 But when she came before the king, he ordered by thaot
letter that his wicked device, which he had devised againat the
Jews, should return upon his own head: and they hanged him and
his sons on the gallows.

26 Therefore did they call these days Purim, after the name
of Pur; therefore, because of all the worda of this letter, both
for that which they had experienced thereby, and for that which
had occurred unto them,

27 The Jews confirmed it as a duty, and took upon themselves,
and upon Lheir seed, and upon all such as join themselves un-
to them, so that no one should fail therein, that they would cele-
brate these two days according to their prescription, and at their
appointed time, in ench and every year.

28 And these doys are remembered and celebrated through-
out each and every generation, every family, every province, and
every city; and these days of Purim will not pass away from the
midst of the Jews, nor will their memorial cease from their seed.

29 Then wrote Esther the queen, the daughter of Abichayil,
with Mordecai the Jew, with all due strength, to conﬁrm this
letter of Purim the second time.

30 And he sent letters unto all the .Iews. to the hundred and
twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of Achashverosh, words
of peace and truth,

31 To confirm these days of Purim in their times, just as
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That these days of Purim shall not cease from among the Jews, nor the memory of them perish from their seed.

ESTHER, CAP. 9. 10.

Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined on them,
and as they had confirmed for themselves and for their seed, the
matters of the fastings and their prayers.

32 And the order of Esther confirmed these matters of
Purim; and it was written in the book.

CHAPTER X.

1 And king Achashverosh imposed a tribute upon the land,
and the isles of the sea.

2 And all the acts of his strength and of his might, and the
exposition of the greatness of Mordecai, wherewith the king
made him great, behold they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia,

8 For Mordecal the Jew was the second in rank after king

Achashverosh, and great among the Jews, and acceptable to the
multitude of his brethren, nIromcter of good to his people, and

speaking peace to all its eee

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who dost plead our cause, judge our suit
and avenge 6ur wrong, who renderest retribution to
all that hate our soul, and on our behalf dealest out

unishment to our adversaries. Blessed art thou, O

rd, who on behalf of thy people Israel dealest out

unishment to all their adversaries, O God, the

avior, .
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The lily of Jacob rejoiced and was glad when Mordecal

was geen in the purple. Thou hast ever been lsrael's salva-
tion, and their hope in every generation, to make known
that all who hope in thee shall not be ashamed, neither shall
any be confounded who put their trust in thee. Accursed
Haman who sought to destroy me; blessed be Mordecai the
ew; accursed be Zeresh, the wife of him that terrified me;

lessed be Esther my protectress, and may Harbonah also be
remembered for good.
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Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the umverse, whi'***

3 ts, and ded us

hast sanctified us with thy co
concerning the reading of the Megillah.

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who
dlidst perform miracles for our fathers in those days, at this season.

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who
hast granted us life and sustenance and permitted us to reach

this season.

THE BOOK OF ESTHER.

1 And it came to pass in the days of Achashverosh, of the
same Achashverosh who reigned, from India even unto Ethiopla,
over & hundred and seven and twenty provinces,

2 In those days, when this king Achashverosh was sitting
on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the capilal,

3 That, in the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto
all his princes and his servants, the army, of Persla and Media
the nobles and the princes of the provinces whn were near him

- ’ZMH .
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* Before the reading of the Megillah:
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The King commanded the seven chamberlains to bring Vashii- the Queen . . . .

ESTHER, 1.

4 When he showed the riches and the glory of his kingdom,
and the brilliance [and] the splendor of his great
many days, a hundred and eighty days.

6 And when these days were completed, the king made unto
all the people that were found in Shushan the capital, unto every
one, from the great even to the small, a feast of seven days, in
the court of the garden of the king's palace;

during

6 [Where were] white, green, and blue [hangings], fastened
with cords of the fine linen and purple, on rollers of silver and
pillars of marble; couches of gold and silver, upon a pavement
of green, and white, and yellow, and black marble.

T And they gave them to drink in vessels of gold,—the vessels
being diverse one from the other,—and the royal wine was in
sbundance, according to the ability of the king.

8 And the drinking was, according to the law, none to com-
pel, for so had the king enjoined on all the officers of his house,
to do according to the pleasure of every man.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women, in the
royal house which belonged to king Achashverosh.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry
with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Charbona, Bigtha,
and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass, the seven chamberlains that
gerved in the presence of king Achashverosh,

11 To bring Vashtl the queen before the king with the royal
crown, to show the people and the princes her beauty; for she
was handsome in appearance.

12 But queen Vashti refused to come at the word of the king
brought by the hand of the chamberlains; and the king was very
wroth, and his fury burnt in him. :
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Let there go forth a royal command that Vashti come no more before King Ahasuerus

ESTHER, L

13 Then said the king to the wise men, who knew the times;—
for so waa the king's manner towards all acquainted with law
and judgment.

14 And those next unto him were Carshena, Shethar, Ad-
matha, Tharshish, Meress, Marsena, and Memuchan, the seven
princes of Persin and Medla, who saw the king's face, who sat
in the first rank in the kingdom:

16 What should according to law be done with queen Vashti;
becauge she had not. fulfilled the order of king Achashverosh by
the hand of the chamberlains?

16 Then said Memuchan before the king and the princes: Not
against the king alone hath Vashti the queen done wrong, but
also against all the princes, and against all the people that are
in all the provinces of king Achashverosh.

17 For this deed of the queen will go abroad unto all the
wanmen, a0 that they will despise their husbands in their eyes.
when it shall be reported: King Achashverosh ordered Vashti
the queen to be brought into his presence, but she came not.

18 And even this day will the ladies of Persia and Media,
who have heard of the deed of the queen, say this unto all the
princes of the king; and there will arise too much contempt and
quarrel.

19 If it please the king, let there go forth a royal order
from him, and let it be written among the lawa of the Perslans
and the Medes, that no one transgress it; That, Vashti come no
more before king Achashverosh; and let the king give her royal
dignity unto another that is better than she.

20 And when the king's decree which he will make shall be
published throughout all his kingdom, however great it is; all the
wives will show respect to their husbands, unto every one, from
the great even to the small.
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Let the King's officers gather together all the young maidens . . . .

ESTHER CAP. 1. 2.

21 And the speech was pleasing in the eyes of the king and
of the princes; and the king did according to the speech of
Memuchan.

22  And he sent letters unto all the provinces of the king, unto
every province according to its writing, and to every people ac-
cording to its language, that every man should bear rule in his
own house, and apeak according to the language of his people.

CHAPTER-IL

1 After these eventu. when the fury of king Achashverosh
e bered Vashti, and what she had done,
and what had been decreed concerning her.

2 Then eaid the king's servants that ministered unto him:
Let there be sought for the king virgins handsome In appear-
ance;

3 And let the king appoint.officers In all the provinces of
his kingdom, that they may gather together all the young vir-
gins, handsome in appearance, unto Shushan the capital, into
the house of the women, under the custody of Hegaithe king's
chamberlain, the keeper of the women; and let them give them
- their customary anointings;

4  And let the maiden who may be pleasing in the eyes of the
king become queen instead of Vashti. And the speech was pleas-
ing in the eyes of the king, and he did so.

5 There was a certain Jew in Shushan the capltal whose
name was Mordecai, the son of Yair, the son of Shim'i, the son of
Kish, n Benjamite;

6 Who had been carried away into exile from Jerusalem
with the exiles who had been exiled with Jeconyah, the king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carrled
into exile
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Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is Esther

ESTHER, 11.

7 And he had brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, the
daughter of his uncle: for she had neither father nor mother,
and the malden was beautiful In form and handsome in appear-
ance; and when her father and mother were dead, Mordecal had
taken her to himself as o daughter,

8 And It came to paas, when the king's order and his decree
were heard, and when many maldena were brought together un-
to Shushan the capital, under the custody of Hegai, that Esther
also was brought unto the king's house, under the custody of
Hegal, the keeper of the women.

9 And the maiden was pleasing in his eyes, and she obtained
favor before him; and he made haste to give her her anocintings,
with her presents, and the seven maidens, who were selected to
be given her, out of the king's house; and he preferred her and
her maidens with the best things in the house of the women.

10 Esther told nothing of her people or of her descent; for
Mordecai had charged her that she ghould not tell.

11 And day by day did Mordecai walk before the court of the
house of women, to ascertain the well-being of Esther, and what
would be done with her.

12 And when the turn of every maiden was come to go In un-
to king Achashverosh, at the expiration [of the time] that she
had been treated according to the custom of the women, twelve
months; for so were the days of their anointings accomplished,
8ix months with the oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet
odors, and with other ointments of the women;

13 And thus came the malden unto the king; whatsoever
she asked for was given her to go with her out of the house of
. the women as far as the house of the king.
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And the king loved Esther above all the women, and he placed the royal crown upon her head

ESTHER, II

14 In the evening she went, and in the morning she returned
unto the second house of the women, to the custody of Sha'ash-
gas, the king's chamberlain, the keeper of the concubines; she
used not to come again unto the king, except the king delighted
In her, and she waa called by name.

16 And when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abichayll,
the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her to himself as a daugh-
ter, was come fo go in unto the king, she required nothing but
what Hegal the king's chamberlain, the keeper of the women,
sald; and Esther obtained grace In the eyes of all those that
beheld her.

16 And Esther was taken unto king Achashverosh, unto his
royal house, in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, In
the seventh year of his reign.

1T And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she
obtained grace and favor before him more than sll the virgins;
and he placed the royal crown upon her head. and made hsr
queen instead of Vashti.

18 And the king made a great feast unto all his princes and
his servants, the feast of Esther; and he made a release of taxes
to t}i? provinces, and gave presents, according to the ability of
the king.

19 And when virgins were gathered together the second
time, and Mordecal was sitting in the king's gate. )

20 Esther had not yet told of her descent nor her people; as
Mordecai had charged her; and Esther did the commandment of
Mordecai, equally as when she was under his guardianship.

21 In those days, while Mordecai was sitting in the king's
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The kings servants bowed down to Haman, but Mordecai bowed not down

ESTHER CAT. 2. 3.

gate, Bigthan and Theresh, two chamberlains of the king, of
those who kept the door, became wroth, and sought to lay hand
on king Achashverosh.

22 And the thing became known to Mordecai, and he told'it
unto Esther the queen; and Esther said it 1o the king in the name
of Mordecai.

23 And the thing was inquired into and found true; and thesf
were both of them hanged on o gallows; and it was written in
the book of cronicles before the king. |

i
CHAPTER 111, |

1 After these events did king Achashverosh make greatj
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and he advanced !
him; and he placed his seat above that of all the princes that
were with him.

2 And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate,
bent the knee and prostrated themselves to Haman; for so had |
the king commeanded concerning him; but Mordecai bent not the |
knee nor prostrated himself.

3 Then sald the king’s servants, who were in the king’s gate,
unto Mordecai: Why transgressest thou the king's command?

4 Now it came to pass, when they spoke unto him day by day,
and he hearkened not unto them, that they told it to Haman,
to see whether the words of Mordecai would be able to stand;
for he had told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bent not Lhe knee,
nor prostrated himself to him, Haman became full of fury.

G But it appeared too contemptible in his eves to Jay his hand
on Mordecai alone; for they had told him of the people of Mur-
decai; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were
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I it please the king, let it be writien that they be destroyed

ESTHER, III.

throughout sll the kingdom of Achashverosh, the people of
Mordecali.

7 In the firat month, that {a the month Nigsan, in the twelfth
year of king Achashverosh, some one cast the Pur, that is, the
lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month [to month]
to the twelfth month, which is the month Adar.

8 Then said Haman unto king Achashverosh: There is one
peuple scattered and dispersed among the nations in all the
provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are different from
those of every people; while they do not execute the laws of the
king; and it I8 no profit for the king to tolerate them.

9 [If it be pleasing to the king, let it be written to destroy
them; and ten thousand talents of silver will I weigh out Into
the hands of those that have the charge of the business, to bring
into the king's treasurles, .

10 And the king drew his signet-ring from off his hand, and
gave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the
adversary of the Jews.

11 And the king said unto Haman: The silver is given
to thee, the people alao, to do therewith as it seemeth good in thy
eyes. ’

12 Then were called the king's scribes in the first month on
the thirteenth day thereof, and there was written acrording to
all that Haman had commanded unto the king's lleutenants, and
to the governors that were over every province, and to the princes
of every people, to every province according to its writing, and to
every people according to its language; in the name of king
Achashverosh was it written, and it was sealed with the king's
signet-ring.

13 And the letters were sent by the runners unto all the
king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to exterminate gll the
Jews, from young to old, little ones and women, on one day, on
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Runners went forth in haste, by the King's commandment

ESTHER CAT. 3. 4,

the thirteenth day of the twelve month, which is the month
Adar, and to plunder their property as spoil.

14 A copy of the writing, to be given out as a law In every
province, was published unto all the nations, that they might be
ready against that day.

16 The runnera went out with all speed with the king's decree,
and the law was given out in Shushan the capital; and the king
and Haman sat down to drink; and the city of Shushan was
perplexed.

CHAPTER 1V.

1 When Mordecai ascertained all that had been done, Mor-
decai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went
out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter
cry;

2 And thus he came up to the front of the king's gate; for
none dared to enter into the king's gate clothed with sackcloth.

8 And in each and every province, in every place whither
the king’s decree and his law had reached, there was great mourn-
ing for the Jews with fasting and weeping. and wailing; and
many lay in sackecloth with ashes.

4 Then came the-maidens of Esther with her chamberlains
and told it her; and the queen was exceedingly terrified; and
she sent garments to clothe Mordecal, and to remove his sackeloth
from him, but he accepted them not.

& Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's chamber-
lains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her, and gave him
a charge for Mordecai to know what this was, and why this
was.
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And Mordecal told him {(Hat

h) all that h

d unto him . ...

ESTHER, Iv.

& So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the bread place of
the city, which was before the king's gate.

7 And Mordecai told him all that had happened unto him, and
of the fixed sum of money which Haman had promised to weigh
out into the treasurles of the king for the Jews, to destroy them.

8 Also the copy of the writing of the law that had been
given out in Shushan to destroy them he gave to him, to show
it unto Esther, and to tell her, and to charge her that she should
go in unto the king, and to make supplication unto him, and to
present a request before him for her people,

9 And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecal.

10 And Esther sald unto Hatach, and gave him a charge unto
Mordecal,

N 11 Al the king's servants, and the people of the king's

provinces, do know, that every one, whether man or woman, who
ghould come unto the king into the inner court, who ia not called,
there is but one law for him, to put him to death, except the
one to whom the king should hold out the golden sceptre, that
he may live; but I have not been called Lo come in unto the king
these thirty days.

12 And they told Mordecai the words of Esther.

13 Then sald Mordecai to bring this answer back to Esther:
imagine not in thy soul to be able to escape in the king's house
out of all the Jewa.

14 For if thou do indeed maintain sllence at this time, en-
Jargement and deliverance will arise to the Jews from another
place; but thou and thy father's house will perish: and who know-
eth whether thou hast not for a time like this attained to the
royal dignity?
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The king held out-to Esther the golden sceptre

ESTHER, CAP. 4.5

16 Then said Esther to bring this answer back to Mordecai,

16 Go, adsemble together all the Jews who are now present
in Shushan, and fast ye for me, so that ye neither eat nor drink
three days, either night or doy; alse 1 with my maidens will
fast in like manner; and then will I go in unto the king, which is
not according to the law: and if 1 then perish, 1 perish,

17 And Mordecai went about, and did in accordance with
all that Esther had charged him.

CHAPTER V.

1 And it came fo ‘\Jau on the third day, that Esther put on
her royal apparel, and placed herself in the inner court of the
king's house, opposite the king's apartment; and the king was
aitting upon his royal throne in the royal apartment, opposite
to the entrance of the house.

2 And it happened, when the king saw FEsther the gqueen
standing in the court, that she obtained grace in his eyes; and
the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was In his
hand; and Esther drew near, and touched the top of the aceptre.

3 Then said the king unto her: What wilt thou, queen Esther?
and what is thy request? if it be equal to half of the kingdom
it shall be given thee.

4 And Esther said: If it seem good unto the king, let the
king and Haman come this day unto the banguet which I have
prepared for him.

6 Then sald the king: Bring Haman quickly hither to fulfil
the word of Easther. 5o came the king with Haman to the
banquet which Esther had prepared.

6 And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine:
What is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: and what
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Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him "Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high .. ..

ESTHER, V.
uesdt? even if it be equal to half of the kingdom, it
one.

is thy r
shall still

7 Then answered Esther, and said: My petition and my re-
quest are:

8 If T have found grace in the eyes of the king, and if it
please the king to grant my petition, and to fulfil my request,
that the king may come with Haman to the banquet which I will
p;ﬁt%ar?“for them, and to-morrow will I do according to the word
of the king.

9 And Haman went forth on that day joyful and with a glad
heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, who
did not rise up, nor move out of the way for him, then was
Haman filled against Mordecal with fury.

10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself, and went to his
house; and he sent and had hiz friends brought In with Zeresh
his wife.

11 And Haman recounted to them the glory of his riches,
and the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein
the king had made him great, and how he had advanced him
above the princes and the servants of the king.

12 And Haman said: Yes, Esther the queen did not let any
one come In with the king unto the banquet that she had prepared
but myself; and also for to-morrow am I Invited unto her with
the king.

13 Yet all this availleth me nothing, every time that I see
Mordecai the Jew sitting in the king's gate.

14 Then said unto him Zeresh his wife with all his friends:
Let them make a gallows of fifty cubits high, and in the morning
speak unto the king that they may hang Mordecai thereon; and
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Thot night sleep fled from the king; he ordered to bring in the book of memorable events . . . .

ESTHER, VI.

then go thou in with the king unto the banquet joyfully.
the thing pleased Haman; and he had the gallows made.

CHAPTER VI,

1 In that night sleep fled from the king, and he ordered to
bring in the book of the memorable events of the chronifcles;
and they were read before the king.

2 And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Big-
thana and Theresh, two chamberlains of the king, of those who
kept the door, who had sought to lay hand on king Achashverosh.

8 And the king said: What honor and dignity have been done

to Mordecai for this? Then said the king's young men, hia
servanta: There hath nothing been done with him.

And

4 And the king said: Who is in the court? Now Haman was
come into the outer court of the king's house, to say unto the
king to hang Mordecai on the gallows which he had prepared
for him.

6 And the king's young men said unto him: Behold, Haman
is standing in the court. And the king said: Let him come in,

6 So Haman came In; and the king said unto him: What
ghall be done with the man whom the king desireth to honor?
And Haman said in his heart: To whom would the king desire
to do honor more than to myself?

7 Haman therefore said to the king: The man whom the
king desireth to honor—

8 Let them bring a royal apparel which the king hath worn,
and a horse on which the king hath ridden, and let there be
placed a royal crown on his head.
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And I'_la (Haman) proclaimed before him, *Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honor"

ESTHER CAP. 6. 7.

9 And let the apparel and the horse be given into the hand
of one of the king's princes, of the most noble, that they may
array the man whom the king desireth to honor, and let them:
cause him to ride on the horse through the broad places of the
city, and proclaim before him: Thus shall be done to the man
whom the king desireth to honor.

10 Then said the king to Haman: Make haste, take the ap-
parel and the horse, as thon hast spoken, and ‘do thus to Mor-
decai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate; leave out nothing
of all that thou hast apoken.

11 And Haman then took the apparel and the horse, and ar-
rayed Mordecai, and caused him to ride through the streets of
the ecity, and proclaimed-before him: Thus shall be done unto
the man whom the king desireth to honor.

12 And Mordecai thereupon returned to the king's gate; but
Haman hastened to his house, mourning, and having his head
covered.

13 And Haman related to Zeresh his wife and to all his
frienda all that had befallen him; then said unto him his wise
men and Zeresh his wife: If Mordecai, before whom thou hast
begun to fall, be of the seed of the Jews, thou wilt not prevail
against him, but thou wilt surely fall before him.

14 They were yet speaking with him, when the king's cham-
berlaina arrived, and they hastened to bring Haman unto the
banquet which Esther had prepared.

CHAPTER VIL

1 And the king came with Haman to drink with Esther the
queen.
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A

And the king come with Haman te drink with Esther the queen . . . .

ESTHER, VII.

the banguet of wine: What is thy petition, queen Esther? and
‘it shall be granted thee; and what is thy request? even if it be
equal to half the kingdom, it shall be done.

3 Then answered Esather the queen and sald: If 1 have found
i;rav:e in thy eyes, O king! and if it be pleasing unto the king,
et my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my re-
quest;

4 For we have been sold, [ and my people, to be destroyed
to be glain and to be exterminated; and if we had been only anl:i
for bondmen and bondwomen, [ would have remained silent; for
the adversary regardeth not the damage of the king.

5 Then spoke king Achashverosh and said unto Esther the
queen: Who is this, and where ie he, whose heart hath em-
boldened him to do s0?

6 And Esther said: An adversary, and an enemy, this wicked
Homan. Then became Haman terrified before the king and the
queen.

T And the king arose in his fury from the banquet of wine,
and went into the palace-garden; and Haman remained behind
to make request for his life of Esther the queen; for he saw
that there was evil fully determined.

8 And when the king returned out of the palace-garden
into the apartment of the banquet of wine, Haman was fallen
upon the couch whereon Esther was; then said the king: Will
he even do viclence Lo the queen before me in the house? The
word had just come out of the king's mouth, when they covered
Haman's face.

9 Then sald Charbonah, one of the chamberlains, before
the king: Behold, there iz also the gallows, which Haman hath
made for Mordecal, who had spoken well for the king, standing
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The king took off his ring which he had taken away from Haman, and gave it to Mordecal . . . .

ESTHER CAP. 1. 8.

in the house of Haman, fifty cubits high. And the king said:
Hang him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows which he had pre-
pared for Mordecai, and the fury of the king wes appeased.

CHAPTER VIIIL
1 On that day did king Achashvercsh give the house of
Haman the adversary of the Jews unto "Esther the queen; and
Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was
unto her.

2  And the king took off his slgnet-ring which he had taken
away from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai: and Esther
appointed Mordecai over the house of Haman.

3 And Esther spoke agnin before the king, and fell down at
hia feet, and wept, and besought him to do away the evil of
Haman the Agagite, and his device which he had devised against
the Jews.

4 And the king held out toward Esther the golden sceptre;
and Esther arose, and stood up before the king;

6 And she said, If it be pleasing to the king, and if T have
found grace before him, and the thing seem proper before the
king, and [ be pleasing in his eyes, let it be writien to recall
the letters, the device of Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, which he hath written to exterminate the Jews who are
in all the provinces of the king.

6 For how could 1 endure to look on the evil that s to be-
fall my people? and how could I endure to look on the extermina-
tion of my kindred? .
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Then were called the Itmg's seribes and it was written according to all that Mordecal commanded . . . .

ESTHER, VIII.

7 Then said king Achashverosh unto Esther the queen and Lo
Mordecal the Jew: Behold, the house of Haman have 1 given to
Esther, and him have they hanged on the gallows, because he
had stretched out his hand against the Jews.

B8 And ye write concerning the Jews, as it may be good In
your eyes, in the king's name, and seal it with the king’s signet-
ring; for a writing which Is written in the king's name, and
sealed with the king's eignet-ring, cannot be recalled.

9 Then were called the king’s scribes at that time in the third

month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth
day thereof; and It was writlen according to all that Mordecal

commanded to the Jews, and to the lleutenants, and the governors -

and the princes of the provinces who were from India unto
Ethiopla, one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, unto every
province according to its writing, and unto every people accord-
ing to Its language, and to the Jews according to their writing,
and according to their language.

10 And he wrote In the name of king Achashverosh, and
sealed it with the king’s aignet-ring, and he sent letters through
the swift messengers on horseback, and riders on mules, camels,
and young dromedaries:

11 That the king had granted to the Jews who were in every
city to gather themselves together, and to stand forward for
their life, to destroy, to slay, and to exterminate all the military
atrength of the people and province that would assault them,
both little ones and women, and to plunder their property as spoil,

12 On one day in all the provinces of king Achashverosh, on
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The swift messenge_rs went out . ., .

ESTHER CAP. 8.9

the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month
Adar.

13 A copy of the writing to be given out as a law in every
province, was published unto all nations, and that- the Jews
ghould be ready against that day to avenge themselves on thelr
enemies.

14 The swift messengers that rode upon mules and camels
went out, being hastened and hurried forward with the com-
mand of the king; and the law was glven out at Shushan the
capital.

16 And Mordecal went out from the presence of the king in
a royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of
gold, and with a cloak of fine linen and purple: and the city of
Shushan was glad and joyful.

16 For the Jews there was light, wlth'juy and gladness, and
honor.

17 And in every province, and In ‘every city, whithersoever
the king's command reached with his law, there were joy and
gladness for the Jews, entertainments and a feast-day: and many
of the people of the land became Jews; for the dread of the
Jews had fallen upon them.

CHAPTER 1X.

1 And in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the
thirteenth day thereof, when the king's command with his law
drew near to be put into execution, on the day that the enemies

with the command of the king . . . .
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The Jews assembled together In the cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasverus . . . .

ESTHER, IX.
of the Jews had hoped to have power over them, which had been
changed nevertheless, so that the Jews had power over those that
hated them,

2 The Jews assembled together in their cities, throughout
all the provinces of king Achashverosh, to stretch out their hand
against those that had sought their injury; and no man could
keep standing before them; for the dread of them had fallen
upon all the nations. .

8 And oll the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants,
and the governors, and the superintendents of the affairs of the
king, elevated the Jews; because the dread of Mordecal had fallen
upon them.

4 For Mordecal was great in the king's house, and his fame
went throughout all the provinces; for the man Mordecal became

greater and grealer.

5 And the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of
the aword, and slaughter, and extermination; and they acted with
those that hated them according to their pleasure.

6 And in Shushan the capital the Jews slew and exterminated
five hundred men.
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The king commanded . . . .

ESTHER, IX.
7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha,

8 And Poratha, and Adalya, and Aridatha,
9 And Parmashtha, and Arissal, and Aridai, and Vayzatha,

10 The ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the ad-
versary of the Jews, did they elay: but to the spoil did they not
stretch forth their hand.

11 On that same day came the number of those that were
glain in Shushan the capltal before the king.

12 Then eaid the king unto Esther the queen: In Shushan the
capital have the Jews slain and exterminated five hundred men,
and the ten sons of Haman: what have they done in the rest of
the king's provinces? Now what ls thy petition? and it shall be
Enmte thee; and what ls thy request farther? and it shall be

one.

13 Then said Eather: If iL please the king, let it tomorrow
also be granted to the Jews who are In Shushan to do according
to the law of this day, and let the ten sons of Haman be hanged
on the gallows.

14 And the king ordered that it should be done so; and the
}:w w;s given out at Shushan; and the ten sons of Haman were
anged.

165 And the Jews that were in Shushan assembled together
also on the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and slew at
Shushan three hundred men; but to the spoil they did not stretch
forth their hand.

3 Kb T Tl o7

and the ten sons of Haman were hanged . . . .
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The Jews that were u;l Shu-ashnu ossembled |ogaﬂler e

ESTHER, 1X.

16 And the remalning Jews that were in the king's provinces
assembled together, and atood forward for thelr life, and pro-
cured rest from their enemies, and slew of those that hated them

seventy and five thousand; but to the spoil did they not stretch.

forth their hand,

17 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and they
rested on the fourteenth day thereof, and made it a day of en
tertainment and joy.

18 But the Jews that were at Shushan assembled together
on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof,
and reated on the fifteenth thereof, and made it a day of enter-
talnment and joy.

19 Therefore do the Jews of the villages, that dwell in tle
unwalled towns, make the fourteenth day of the month Adar as
one of joy and entertainment, and a feast-day, and of sending
portions one Lo another.

20 And Mordecai wrote down these events; and he sent letters
unto all the Jews that were In all the provinces of king Achash-
verosh, those nigh and those far away,

21 To take it on themselves as a duty, that they should cele-
brate the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth
day of the same in each and every year,

22 Like those days whereon the Jews had rest from their
enemies, and the month which was changed unto them from sor-
row to joy, and from mourning into a feast-day; to make them
days of entertainment and joy, and of sending portions one to
the other, and gifts Lo the needy.

23 And the Jews tock upon themselves that which they had
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Mo.rdecui wrote down these events

ESTHER IX.

b;sun already to do, and that which Mordecal had written unto
them.

24 Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the
adversary of all the Jews, had devised against the Jews to ex-
terminate them, and had cast the Pur, that is, the lot, to destroy
them, and to exterminate them.

26 But when she came before the king, he ordered by that
letter that his wicked device, which he had devised against the
Jews, should return upon his own head: and they hanged him and
hia sons on the gallows.

26 Therefore did they call these days Purim, after the name
of Pur; therefore, because of all the words of this letter, both
for that which they had experienced thereby, and for that which
had occurred unto them,

27 The Jews confirmed it as a duty, and took upon themselves,
and upon Lheir seed, and upon all such as join themselves un-
to them, so that no one should fail therein, that they would cele-
brate these two days according to their prescription, and at their
appointed time, in each and every year.

28 And these days are remembered and celebrated through-
out each and every generation, every family, every province, and
every city; and these days of Purim will not pass away from the
midst of the Jews, nor will their memorial cease from thelr seed.

29 Then wrote Esther the queen, the daughter of Abichayil,
with Mordecai the Jew, with all due strength, to cunﬂrm thia
letter of Purim the second time.

30 And he gent letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred and
twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of Achashverosh, words
of peace and truth,

31 To confirm these days of Purim in their times, just as
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That these days of Purim shall not cease from among the Jews, nor the memory of them perish from their seed.

ESTHER, CAP. 9. 10.

Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined on them,
and as they had confirmed for themselves and for their seed, the
matters of the fastings and their prayers.

32 And the order of Esther confirmed these matters of
Purim; and it was written in the book.

CHAPTER X.

1 And king Achashverosh imposed a tribute upon the land,
and the isles of the sea.

2 And all the acts of his strength and of his might, and the
exposition of the greatness of Mordecai, wherewith the king
made him great, behold they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia,

8 For Mordecal the Jew was the second in rank after king

Achashverosh, and great among the Jews, and acceptable to the
multitude of his brethren, nIromcter of good to his people, and

speaking peace to all its eee

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who dost plead our cause, judge our suit
and avenge 6ur wrong, who renderest retribution to
all that hate our soul, and on our behalf dealest out

unishment to our adversaries. Blessed art thou, O

rd, who on behalf of thy people Israel dealest out

unishment to all their adversaries, O God, the

avior, .
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The lily of Jacob rejoiced and was glad when Mordecal

was geen in the purple. Thou hast ever been lsrael's salva-
tion, and their hope in every generation, to make known
that all who hope in thee shall not be ashamed, neither shall
any be confounded who put their trust in thee. Accursed
Haman who sought to destroy me; blessed be Mordecai the
ew; accursed be Zeresh, the wife of him that terrified me;

lessed be Esther my protectress, and may Harbonah also be
remembered for good.
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by Joseph Greenstein

And Mordecai sent letters unto all the Jews that were
in all the provini:es of the King Ahasuerus, both near
and far, that they should keep the fourteenth day of
the month Adar and the fifteenth day of the same,
yearly, the days wherein the Jews had rest from
their enemies, aind the month which was turned unto
them from sorrow to gladness and from mourning
into @ g.ood daiy; that they should make them days -
of feasting and gladness and of sending portions
one to another, and gifts to the po\r:ir.. (Esther, chap.
9, vv. 20-28.) 4

Lionist Organization of America
1946



N PURIM PORTFOLIO

by Joseph Greenstein

And Mordecai sent letters unto all the Jews that were
in all the provinces of the King Ahasuerus, both near
and far, that they should keep the fourteenth day of
the month Adar -and the fifteenth day of the same,

yearly, the days wherein the Jews had rest from
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their enemies, and the month which was turned unto
them from sorrow to gladness and from mourning
into a good day; that they should make them days
of feasting and gladness and of sending portions
one to another, and gifts to the poor. (Esther, chap.
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INTRODUCTION

Purim, symbolizing Jewish survival against the plotiings and canards of Haman,
the prototype of Hitler, has special significance in the present hour. The observance
of Purim this year will help us, for a few moments at least, to forget about the
misery, the blood-shed, the torment and the agony of our people. It will instil
in us renewed courage and faith in mankind and give us the assurance that Am
Yisroel Chay, that the plans of the modern ‘Hamans will" be frustrated, that
civilization will prevail and the Jewish people will survive.

., Perhaps the foremost lesson which Purim should hold for twentieth century
Jewry, perhaps the most significant of its messages, is the one emphasizing the
status of the Jewish people. In this respect the Jews of ancient Persia were hardly
different from the Jews of medieval France, or recent czarist Russia, or con-
temporary Germany. Everywhere they were regarded as outsiders, interlopers,
strangers — a people whose ways and manners and customs differ from the other
peoples among whom they dwell. Such very difference was sufficient to set them

- apart, and to make them the objects of scorn, derision, persecution and pogrom.

Haman and Torquemada and Chmielnicki and Hitler all observed the same truth:
that Jews are in the physical and national sense disorganized and defenseless, and
it was this lack of status which made them always the first victims.

Haman's plans did not succeed, but salvation was temporary. The Jews were
rescued from Persia, and saved ‘to undergo other trials elsewhere. Only Zionists
recognize that the fundamental Jewish problem is this homelessness, this lack” of
status, this lack of national centrality. Queen Esther- saved her generation, but
upon her death people were again dependent upon the hospitality of the land,
and subject to the whims of whatever new ruler or new government cante into
power.

Without doubt there are unsung Esthers and unhonored Mordecais in the
ghettoes and concentration camps of Europe. By their individual deeds and acts
they have been enabled to, rescue individuals, to save families, but the problem
in its essence remains unsolved until it has been solved for the group—for the
entire people. In every generation we have confounded our Hamans, often after
great suffering. Today Jewry stands up before all the world and cries out against
the injustice of it all. Why must this suffering be repeated in each new generation?
Why must we always look for new saviors? True salvation for the Jews lies only
within the means of the collective effort of the entire nation. Such autoemancipa-
tion is today going on in Palestine, and with our help will progress, making a home
for the remnant in Europe who desire to Go to Eretz Israel. “

Tk
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I PURIM YESTERDAY AND TODAY

THE STORY OF PURIM

The story of Purim has been preserved for us in the Megillah, or Scroll of Esther,
which is read each year on the occasion of the gay holiday. The story deals with
an episode in the life of the Jews who lived in Persia nearly two thousand years
ago, under the reign of Ahasueras, known to history as Xerxes.

A powerful monarch, not accustomed to having his wishes disobeyed, Ahasueras
became unduly excited when his queen, Vashti, refused his summons o appear
before his guests assembled at a large banquet. Upon advice of his councillors
he had Vashti banished from the kingdom, and sought a new queen. He resorted
to the device of a beauty contest, and though the fairest maidens of all the land
participated, his choice fell upon a Jewish girl, Esther, a cousin of Mordecai who
also was her guardian,

In the meantime antagonism arose between the self-same Mordecai and Haman,
the king’s right-hand man and prime minister. The Jew, refusing to bow down
before any other than God, angered Haman by failing to bend the knee when-
ever the latter passed. Due in large measure to this fact, Haman induced the king
to authorize a decree ordering all the Jews killed.

While the prime minister went busily about his preparations for the mass
execution, which included erection of the fallest gallows in the capital city of
Shushan, which was reserved for Mordecai, there were other developments. Unable
to sleep one night, the King ordered that his Chronicles be read to him, to pass
the time. The records indicated that some time before a man by the name of
Mordecai (the very one) had been responsible for saving the king’s life, by reveal-
ing @ conspiracy undertaken by a certain Bigthan and his co-plotter, Teresh. It
was further indicated that Mordecai had never been adequately rewarded for his
deed. Thereupon the king consulted Haman as to his advice for means of rewarding
a certain man whom the king wanted to honor.

Imagining that the king had him in mind, Homan croftily suggested that the
man the king had in mind should be dressed in regal clothes, seated on the king’s
horse and escorted around the city to demonstrate to the entire population the
honor thus paid by the king. To his chagrin, Haman learned that the object of the
attention was his arch-foe Mordecai, and the prime minister himself was compelled
to lead the horse through the streets.

Haman hastened his plans for revenge, and cast lots o determine the day on
which the extermination of the Jews would take place. The lots fell on the 14th
day of Adar, and news soon spread throughout the city of the impending massacre.
At this stage Mordecai informed Esther of what was happening, and asked her
to intercede with the king in behalf of the Jews. Dramatically the queen invited

- the king and Haman to a private dinner, led the conversation with finesse, and

concluded by denouncing the prime minister, revealing that she, too, as a Jewess,
would be killed if the decree were fulfilled.
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Ahasueras was horrified to discover that he had almost lost his beautiful queen, .

and sent Haman to the very gallows which had been erected for Mordecai. Thus
Esther served her people, the villain was properly punished, Mordecai was re-
warded, and the king and queen lived happily ever after. .

The 14th of Adar was marked a holiday called Purim, so named after the
Hebrew word for casting of lots, whereby the date was chosen. Rejeicing, feasting,
masquerading, and gift-giving have been highlights of the holiday’s observance
ever since.

’ THE ROLE OF PURIM IN HISTORY
By Paul Seeley '

Although Purim falls on the 14th day of Adar, so-calléd
supplementary Purims are also celebrated on other dates
by Jewish communities in various parts of the world
commemorating Jewish redemption from the hands of the
eénemy. The following article presents an interesting
historical survey of events in the last four centuries in
which Jews miraculously escaped death and destruction.

The Purim festival, one of the most colorful in Jewish annals, keeps alive the
story of how Haman, the Hitler of ancient times, was frustrated in his plot to
destroy the Jews of Persia in the fifth century before the Christian era. In the light
of Jewish history, the pages of which are studded with tragedies, it is quite
natural that the Jews of other countries at other times should have instituted their
own Purims to record for later generations the dangers which had been averted
by their forefathers. Consequently there are many places in the world where Jews
celebrate two Purims, one on the 14th of Adar in the Hebrew calendar (March 17th
this year), the day which tradition tells us the intervention of Queen Esther with
King Ahaseurus (Xerxes) foiled Haman, and the second on some other day which
commemorates Jewish redemption from the hands of a human enemy or from a
natural calamity. ; ' '

The number of such extra Purims has been variously estimated as anywhere
from 20 to 100. And their names—Earthquake Purim, Purim of Bandits, Gunpowder
Purim, Purim of the Christians, Plum Jam Purim, and French Purim—are as bizarre
as the events they commemorate are interesting.

GUNPOWDER PURIM recalls a gunpowder magazine explosion.at Vilna in 1804
in which 31 persons were killed and the home of Chief Rabbi Danzig wrecked. By a
miracle, the rabbi and his family escaped uninjured and so he established a
special purim on the 15th day of Kislev, 10 days before Chanukah. Plum Jam
Purim dates from 1731. Just four days before the regular Purim that year a
Christian girl in Bohemia became ill after eating some plum jam purchased from
a Jewish grocer. Other members of the family also took sick and the father died.
The burgomaster ordered the arrest of the Jewish grocer on a charge of poisoning.
But it was soon established that the man had died of tuberculosis so the grocer
was freed. And in memory of the event he established Plum Jam Purim.

s §

In Bulgaria the Jews celebrate the PURIM OF THE POISONED SWORD on the 9th
and 10th days of Cheshvan in commemoration of an event in 1807. The governor of
the city of Vedan, o noted swordsman, challenged one of his officials to a duel.
The latter used a poisoned sword and the governor, who lost the duel, became
critically ill. Since the duel had been fought in secret, the cause of the governor’s
illness was a mystery, but his physician, Chacham Bashi, who was also chief rabbi,
diagnosed it as poisoning and declared the governor would die. The population
then began to whisper that Jews had poisoned the governor and must therefore
be destroyed. The governor, however, got wind of the plot and from his deathbed
exculpated the Jews from blame.

On the Greek Island of Chios Jews celebrate the PURIM OF THE BAKER WOMAN
in honor of an event that occurred in 1820 during the Greek revelt against Turkey.
A Jewess who lived in one of the bastions of the city’s fortified walls set up a stove
during the siege and began baking bread. As she was putting the bread info the
oven she accidently rested the glowing end of her shovel near a cannon, the fuse
of which took fire, causing it to explode. This awoke the Turkish soldiers who were
able to repel a Greek sortie as a result of the Jewess' act. Purim of the Bandits
keeps alive the memory of the narrow escape of the Jews of Adrianople in 1786
when the city was attacked by an army of mountain brigands. Although they were
repulsed, the Jewish inhabitants were accused of collusion with the ba ndits because
the latter had captured the Jewish quarter and attacked the rest of the city from
that stronghold. In appreciation of their deliverance the rabbis ordained the Purim
of Bandits.

The FRENCH PURIM is observed by Jews at Ancong, ltaly, in memory of deliver-
ance after almost a week's terror during the Napoleonic wars late in the 18th cen-
tury. During this week, until French soldiers could arrive to save them, the syna-
gogue was invaded, the Ark was pelted with stones and preparations were made to
burn the ghetto. When the French troops arrived, many Jews were in their ranks,
They heard of the danger facing their fellow Jews and hastened to them. They dis-
persed the attackers and, tearing the yellow badge of shame from the heads of
the Jews, replaced it with the tricolor cockade. In Persia, where the original Purim
began, the Jews also celebrate the Purim of the Converted Slaughterer on the 2nd
day of Cheshvan. Sometime during the 13th century a Jewish ritual slaughterer
was apprehended selling non-kosher meat and deprived of his position. In retalia-
tion he turned Moslem and spread the rumor that Jews has blasphemed against

- Mohammedanism. The result was that the Jews were given the alternative of

conversion or death. They accepted the former but before they could be converted
the proselyte became ill and on his deathbed confessed to the city fathers that he
had lied. Thereupon the Jews were permitted to remain in their own faith.

CAIRO PURIM takes us back to the 16th century. Ahmed Shaytan was then Turk-
ish high commissioner in Egypt, and a Jew, Abraham de Castro, was director. of the
Egyptian mint. Wen Ahmed rebelled against the Turkish sulian and tried to make

Egypt independent, Castro was ordered to issue coins stamped with the name of
Ahmed, instead of the sultan. This he refused to do because he was loyal to the
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Sultan, and he fled to Constantinople. In retaliation Ahmed ordered his followers
to plunder the Jews and threatened them all with death Unless they raised a huge
sum of money by a fixed date. But Ahmed’s treachery to his sultan also exposed
him to treachery in Egypt and in the course of a sudden rebellion he was captured
by a mob and beheaded. The day on which this miraculous delivery occurred was
the 27th day of Adar, 1524, which has since been observed as Cairo Purim.

The Jews of Chirak, Persia, celebrate an interesting Purim on the second day

of Heshvan. The story as told in Persian-Jewish literature of the 13th century is as
follows:

Aba Alchasan was a Jewish ritual slaughterer and meat seller of
Shirak. At one time there was a suspicion that on Rosh Hashonah he
was selling trefe meat which he represented as kosher. The suspicion
was so strong that although Alchasan was considered a pious man he
was forbidden to function as a ritval slaughterer and a general prohibi-
tion to Jews against buying meat from him was issved.

“That the suspicion was probably justified is evidenced by the fact that
shortly after the slaughterer was punished in this fashion he became a
convert and began to harass the Jews.

Since the inhabitants of Chirak were pious Mohammedans, to whom
the reviling of their religion was the greatest of sins, the slaughterer
convert spread a rumor that the Jews had blasphemed against the
Mohammedan faith. This aroused the Mohammedan population to such
an extent that the city fathers issued a decree that all Jews be killed
unless they went over to the Mohammedan faith.

The Jewish population capitulated and all became converts. But in
the meantime the slaughterer’s conscience had begun to bother him. In a
short time he became ill and died. Just before the end he called repre-
sentatives of the city government to his bedside and swore before them
that the Jews were innocent and that he had invented the whole story
about their having blasphemed against the Mohammedan faith,

Whereuvpon the authorities issued an order permitting the Jews to
return to their own belief. Ever since then the Jews of Chirak celebrate
a Purim in commemoration of the event.

There are many other such Purims, for the lesson derived from the story of
Purim, that a special Providence stands guard over the destiny of the Jewish
people, has so deeply impressed itself upon the consciousness of the Jews that
throughout the ages and in many lands they have applied the name-of Purim to
marvelous redemptions from danger. And the name of Haman, the villain of the
Purim stéry, has become the Jewish symbol for Jew-baiter. In ancient times it was
Antiochus Epiphanes and Titus. In modern times it is Hitler and his Satellites. Oddly,
enough, however, not one of these extra Purims occur on the actual date of the
traditional festival.

The existence of thesé imitation Purims justifies the assertion that every day is
Purim and not, as an old Jewish ditty says: “Today is Purim, tomorrow is not.”

THE LESSON OF PURIM
By A. Almi ,

The Persian Empire, as the Book of Esther tells us, extended from India to
Ethiopia over one hundred and twenty seven provinces in which lived many races
and nationalities. They differed from each other in religion and in ways of life and
made up a veritable babel of languages, gods, customs and ideas. Many of the
subject nationals of the Persian Empire settled in Persia proper, some of them in
the Persian capital. And yet the chroniclers of these days fail to record any riot
by the indigenous Persians against the “aliens.” K

Haman, the Prime Minister of Persia, incidentally himself not a pure Persian,

charged the Jews with being different from the others, with obeying peculiar laws .

and practicing peculiar customs. It was a political rather than- a religious accusa-
tion. Religious antagonism to the Jews would be more conceivable in view of the
basic conflict between the montotheism proclaimed by Judaism and the polytheism
of the pagan religions. Moses understood it and refrained from proclaiming the
Ten Commandments in Egypt, although he lived many generations after Abraham
first attained the knowledge of the One God. Moses waited until the Hebrews left
Egypt before issuing the Tablets which gave substance to the principle of mon-
otheism, evidently feeling that his people’s position in Egypt would be aggravated
if the Ten Commandments were given in a land teeming with thousands of deities.

When the Jews attained political independence the pagan empires of Assyria
and Babylonia—and later of Rome—vented their main fury on the monotheisite
principle of Judaism, and in their attacks on the Jewish state sought first of all the
profanation and the destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem. Unable to think in

abstract terms, the pagans thought that by destroying the physical home of Jewish.

religion they would also destroy its spiritual essence. They could not conceive of
a people living in a mere idea, a principle devoid of any physical embodiment.
They could not believe that a faith could outlive its physical center or that o
nationality could survive the destruction of its political state.

in the Persian Empire, as in Egypt before, the Jews found themselves surrounded
by polytheistic and pluralistic faiths and concepts. True enough, by that time

there had already crystallized itself in Persia the religion of Zorcaster which-

believed in two powers in the universe—the Power of Light and the Power of
Darkness. This dualism was nearer Judaism than the polytheism of other religions,

but yet there was in it material for religious antagonism towards the Jews. One

could perhaps concoct and argument that Jews were on the side of Ahrimon, the
god of darkness and evil and that they were weakening the power of Ahura-
Mazda, the god of light and justice.

But Haman’s charges were mainly of a political nature: Jews have their own
peculiar-laws and customs; they are scattered among the nations and do not mix

‘with them. We hear the same arguments from modern anti-Semites, we hear them

even in America where' there are so many peoples, cultures and languages. And
yet these accusations are levelled only against the Jews and not against the
Erench, the English, the Swedes, the Russians or ltalians and others who have
national states of their own overseas and who could more plausibly be accused
of being loyal to an alien state and therefore not sufficiently loyal to America.

— 9 —
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Why then is this charge of separate laws and customs levelled against the Jews
who have no state of their own. The answer to this question is to be found in the
- story of the Book of Esther, in the Land of the Persians and the Medes. It is there
that hatred of the Jews was first formulated into a plan for complete extermination
of the Jewish population. The subject peoples of the Persian Empire in their great
" majorities remained in their places enjoying national and religious autonomy in
their territories and living as the equals of other races and nationalities, just as
the races and nationalities live today within the British Commonwealth of Nations.

But the Jews, scattered among the nations as they were, were different. How
could such a people live? The others could not understand it. The pagan, as has
already been said, could not conceive of an idea without a body, he could not
think in abstract terms. For that reason they could not understand how a people
could go on living without a territory or a political state. This mentality of the
.pagans was inherited by the anti-Semites of later days and even by our own
assimilationists, But while the anti-Semites argue that the Jews, scattered as they

are, must have a secret state somewhere, a state within a state, a “kahal” or an -

“International” and are therefore dangerous, our assimilationists claim that
since we have no state we are nothing more than a religious community, and that
since we are only that, we do not need a state either in Palestine or anywhere
else.

But our anti-Zionists are mffuenced by fear more than by ideological thmking
They are afraid that as soon as Jews acquire a state, that very fact will throw a
shadow over their Americanism, their French, British, Turkish—or what have you—
loyalties . . . They are afraid—we now speck of our American Jewish anti-Zionists
—that their loyalty to America will be questioned if they show a warm feeling
towards Palestine. They fear they will be suspected of dual allegiance and
perhaps of liking Palestine more than America . . . It does not even occur to them
to ask why such suspicions are not raised against the Italians, Russians, Frenchmen,
Englishmen, Swedes, Poles or other members of other races who make up the
aggregate of American cultures, faiths, speeches and colors .

To our assimilationists anti-Zionists it does not seem to occur |hct it is precisely
because the Jews have no state of their own that our enemies can repeat the
charges of Haman and that they will keep on making those charges so long as
we have no Jewish territory. Our enemies believe, or pretend to believe, that o
people which has no land of its own must have somewhere a secret state where
its national aspirations and ideas find expression. The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion were fabricated just because people think that the Jews must have something

like a secret organization to take the place of a state with normal people, and ‘

that in that secret organization the Rothschilds work with the Trotzkys for the
subjugation of the world to the Jews.

No matter how many times we may prove ﬂwse allegations to be false and
ridiculous, it will not do any good, and new “proofs” of a Jewish world conspiracy
will be manufactured instead of the old and discredited ones. In fact, even the
Protocols long discredited by scholars and statesmen, are still being widely
distributed and read. Even certain educated non-Jews are inclined to believe their
authenticity. People simply cannot understand how Jews can live without something

et O =
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to take the place of their political state and, since they do not see it, they
imagine there.is a secret organization. They know that besides the Bible, the

" Jews have the Talmud and the Zoahr and other “mysterious” books—mysterious

because the Gentiles cannot read them and do no know what is in them—and
they are sure there must be some mysterious Jewish international councll some
Sanhedrm or Kahal whichissues orders’to Jews and which ?hey obey.

-~ If our own anti-Zionists were to give this' matter a thought, if they were to’
upprer.iate this mentality of some non-lews, they would realize that a Jewish

. state in Palestine whose existence and whose functions are public knowledge
. would set at naught those very suspicions and misconceptions among non-Jews

Y~

‘which give rise to such fables as the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. It is only a

Jewish commonwealth in Palestine which can make us the equnls of other

. Americans who have homelands overseas.

THE OLD MEGILLAH AND THE NEW
“It is good to die for one’s country.” These words were
uttered by the valiant Joseph Trumpeldor when he lay
.dying mortally wounded in an'Arab attack on Tel Hai. :
{ They.are now repeafed by thousands of heroic-young men
s and women of the Palestine Yishub who are fighting
" shoulder to shoulder with the forces of the Umted Nations
in defense of democracy. .
_ Trumpeldor died in the service “of his people cmd of
Eretz Israel three days before Purim, on the 11th- Adar,
1920.. Every. Purim, therefore, the memory ‘of Trumpeldor
\. . + is commemorated with special services in Tel Hai and
throughout Palestine:
Among the most important aspects of the cuhurui life of Eretz Israel are the
national and religious festivals. It is the feshvuls—ieshmomes to the historical .
unity of the Jewish people, linking generation to generation—which' chiefly haip
to fashion the character of life inithe Yishuv. “
In the creation of new forms of existence in Palestine, two fendencies prevail.
The one lays emphasis on the adherence to Jewish traditions as part of the Jewish
relrgion, which has been the.main factor in preserving'the Jewish people through-

-out the centuries of dispersion. The other looks rather to the future than to the

past, seeking to create new values in place of the old. The problem of effecting a

synthesis between the two points of view has received considerable attention.

In regard to the festivals, here too the two tendencies are revealed, and
differences of opinion still exist as to the manner in which some of 1herr| should
be observed. As for ‘as these festivals are concerned which commemorate out-
standing events in Jewish history or are bound up with the agricultural -life of-
Israel- in Biblical days, the problem of the form their observance should take

.. hardly exists today. Thus the Yishuv is more or. less agreed on the manner in

which Passover, the festival of national freedom, - Succoth, the festival of the
gathering of the harvest, or Hanukah, the Feast of Lights commemorating the -
heroism of the Maccabees, should be celebrated, and the form of their observance
has assumed an individual character.in Palestine. :
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THE MEGILLATH ESTHER

But Purim is in o different category. There are dlvergerlues of oplnlorl con-
cerning its significance and hence the manner in which it should be observed.
The Megillath Esther as in itself a peculiar appendix, as it were to the Holy Book.

There are those ‘who see in it reference to a galuth existence and to a galuth

atmosphere in the life and spirit of the people. The affdir at the Court of

* Ahasuerus, the, shtadlanuth of Mordecai, the spirit of assimilation among the

women of the court, the attitude of Esther who “had ‘not shewed her people nor
her kindred,” are, they feel, ali manifestations of a Galuth outlook on life.

But at the same time there are those who see in the Book of Esther references
to a certain national pride and self-respect: in Mordecai who would not bow

down to Haman, in-the proud spirit of the Jews and in the injunction of Mordecai |

o "gather themselves together and to stand for their lives.”

Buf ‘whatever views may exist among certain Jews, the Jewish people as a
whole have taken Purim to their hearts. It is a  happy festival, but more than this,
it satisfies two very real, if subconscious, desires among the Jews in the Galuth:
the desire for a miracle to occur and to change the dreary tenor of Jewish life,
and the desire to witness the vanquishing of the enemy. And thus both in ‘the
Galuth and in Palestine, Purim more than any other festival is celebrated with

joy and even frivolity. In the Galuth the Purim shpiel—the origin of the Jewish

theatre~was one’ of the most popular features of all the festivals for many
centuries; it ‘was an expression of .a spirit of real jollification unfettered by
ritualistic observance. And in Palestine the Jews created the Purim -Carnival

which brings thousands into Tel-Aviv every year to see its pageantry and its colour °

and to participate in the free and untrammelled guneiy that pervades the streets.

" MEGILLATH TRUMPELDOR. :

In the colonies of Palestine to- duy Purim_has a new significance. For it was
during the week of its occurrence; on the 11th Adar, 1920, that Joseph Trumpeldor
made his heroic stand against the Arabs at Tel Hai, which ended in his death.
This event, so memorable, the anniversary of which is marked by Zionists all
over the world, is of even greater significance to the labour element in Palestine
than to others:, for Trumpeldor was one of the great labour pioneers of the
" Yishuy and it was through his efforts that the Histadruth—that qmazmg organiza-
tion of workers—was created in 1920. .

And so in the colonies of Palestine the celebruhon of Purim has taken on a new
form. Two: megilloth are read: the megillath Esther, centuries old in time, yet new
in the freshness of its telling and its appedl! to the reader of to-day, and the later
—much later—megillath Trumpeldor, telling -a tale of courage and devotion; and
giving inspiration to thousands who came after hsm and for whom he paved the
way ina new form of life. .

Trumpeldors last- words before his death were: "I! is good to die for one's .
country.” They were the words which conveyed a message in direct contradiction

to their literal ‘interpretation. They expressed in fact the conviction for which
Trumpeldor had always stood: “It is good to live for one’s country.” He was a
man who loved life, who loved humanity, who. loved action, and-who loved;

]

above all, his people, and his love for all of 1hem found a synthesis in his life
and work—and death—in Eretz Israel. Small wonder then that-he has become a

-national hero, and that the anniversary of his death is commemorated every year

in Palestine. Meetings and celebrations are ‘held, special Trumpeldor publications.

_ regularly make their appearance, a memorial service is held at.Tel Hai. The .

memory is indeed alive in the minds of the Yishuv, no less, if not more than that
of Purim. during the period of the festival. It is, however, stronger in the Kvutzoth
and other labour setllements than in the towns, where the mirthful spirit of Purim .

prevails.

But it is more than possible that with time the two commemorations will blend
into @ natural, although seemingly unnatural, unity. . They are commemorations
which spring from two widely different sources: the one entirely joyous in
character, the other tinged with tragedy and sorrow. But out of joy and sorrow
the Yishuy was born. Laughter and-tears were present at its birth, in its travail it
rejoiced, Is it not possible that joy and sorrow will once again be united in

Palestine in an old-new festival during the month of Adar?

]

. PURIM IN PRE-WAR PALESTINE

 Before the outbreak of the war, Purim was celebrated in
Palestine with pageants and colorful ceremonies, reflecting
the true spirit of the holiday. Nowhere is Purim observed on
a grander scale than in the all-Jewish cny of Tel Aviv.

The following is a vivid portrayal of the manner ond spirit in which Purlm was
celebrated in Tel Aviv during peace time, when the special events aftracted many
thousainds of tourists from America and other parts of the world. The Ylshuv looks
forward to renewing the celebrations. - .-

TEL-AVIV

The air was really full of pleasant excitement, and not only on the ‘day of
Purim itself, but the day before and after,—in fact, though Purim fell on Monday
night and Tuesday, the spirit of Purim began to be felt the Saturday before and
kept on till the Saturday after. Tel-Aviv was a veritable'sea of humanity. Tourists,
and guests, participants in the Maccabiade had gathered together in their
thousands. .Jewish children of all ages ran in and out of the crowds of men and

‘women belonging to the Yishub and of men and women from many different
.countries. Bearded Jews, with the traditional “payoth” rubbed shoulders with

Arabs in Tarbushes and veiled Moslem women from Jaffa, Ramleh and the
neighborhood, all, apparently taking equal share in the general celebrations.

* There must have been about 150,000 souls thronging the streets, -overflowing the

balconies and roof-tops and even climbing the scaffolding of unfinished buildings
to watch the Purim Procession pass by.

S — 13 —



‘Hundreds of brilliant electric bulbs -outlined the. front of the ‘City Hall in flat
shining columns, a great cluster of light hung over the centre of Allenby Road,

~_Tel Aviv's chief street, and electric bulbs formed the top and bottom of the nearby’

arches that spanned Allenby Road and were' covered with gay, bright coloured
figures marching in a joyful, curving procession of their own. At the other end- of

Tel Aviv on the large hill, a tremendous stage rose in'next to no time. The back of

it was pumled to represent a colourful Oriental structure—the “Palace of Esther!
herself. Thirty thousand people, at least, stood on the hill and watched each fime
one of the various perFormances sponsored by the city was, performed on the,
great stage. During its short life, in fact, "the Palace of Esther became a very
important place to all of Tel. Aviv. It seemed ‘as substantial and familiar as any
old established landmark, and thousands upon thousands of people poured into -
it in seemingly endless streams, and doubtless found themselves learning many

- things they had never: before 'known about the geography of Tel! Avws[remolest

sections. ) 7

Monday evening was ushered in by the teading' of the Megillah at 'the Greu*’

Synagogue. The reading was measured and pleasant and adequately irunsmmed

- by loud speakers to the large crowd that filled the streets outside the synagogue:

It was fortunate ‘that the sounds were heard clearly, for half theé small boys of
Tel Aviv were assembled. in the roadway, eagerly awaiting Haman’s name as the -
signal to set off fire crackers. Immediately after the close of the Megillah, people .
began to rush to the Palace of Esther where the siory of Purim was guyly ccled

-wnh song und dance and what not. . -

0

Tuesday morning the Palace of Esther belonged to’ ‘the chlldren of Tal Aviv.
They dotted the hill in a bright pattern of many ‘colours that gleamed beautifully
under the flawlessly, 'rranslucemiy blue sky, and that seemed even brighter ‘in
contrast with the snow white of the apartment houses all about and the faint blue
of the far away.sea. Every one listened breathlessly 4o the loud speaker telling
the story of Purim in a cleverly juvenilized version where the king at last angrily

shouted to Haman “go hang yourself” and so ‘Haman “got what was coming to

him.” All the important scenes of the story were illustrated by large, delicately

]

_ coloured pictures bound together to form a tremendous book. The book stood in . ‘
the middle of the stage and its leaves were turned at appropriate moments by

brightly- dressed page boys.

..

One- of the hcpples'r recollec!lons of this Purlrn in Erez lsruel was the un-

tramelled enjoyment of the youngsters which burst forth in the streets; in the
squares, in schools "and at the children’s parties. | remember how much it
impressed me when, coming into Allenby Street from a side turning, | was seized
and swept off my feet into a wild “Horra” in which. children and ‘adults mingled
with merriment and laughter : ‘ " ‘

L
v

The most |mpor1anf public event of Purim, the Curmval had no connection -

with the Palace of Esther. It tock ploce Wednesday afternoon and proceeded

A}

along the main streets of the. city. Straying from the “Tarucha” the Levant’ Fair = _

. o= — ' ;
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grounds where it had ussembled -the Curnwul processnon whlr.h consusted of

"' scenes from Jewish History and from every dqy life in the country not lacking in
humorous quips and parodies, wound its way: along “the ‘gay streets. Although o

light rain—rare occurrence at that time.of the year—began to fall, the ardour ‘and
the- spirits of the great multitudé were by no means diminished. Away up at the
Tarucha, Purim revels were in full swing. The Purim Play, portraying the deeds
of our forefathers. in Shushan in the days when Ahasuerus reigned from India
to Abyssinia was. visited by thousands of people. At the “Mugrabi” Tel Avws

- Opera House, the Purim Carmvul Ball sped on the relo;cmgs

PUrimtime in Erez Israel is very benunful In the evemngs, the sofl mlld air is

scented with the perfume borne down from the orange groves, the sky is strewn

‘with a million stars and every mdmdual, stranger and resident alike, -can-

experience in equal measure the greal joy of celebrating a happy Festwul on the
soil of the Jewish Homeland ; , R

-HAIFA "
Walklng down Balfour Street on Erev Purim we' see crowds swarming to 1he
squure in fronf of the Technical College. As we approach we listen to the familiar

strains of the Megillah—a never-to-be-forgotten effect in the cool spring evening.
'The square itself is crammed tlght with a crowd of old and young, children of all

listen «in .comfort--outside, this enormous:overflow ‘meeting feels no less the joy

. of the festival. After the Megillah comes the traditional Purlrn song which gener-

ations of Jews have sung —

o

“Shoshunur Ya'a-a-kov, - . _
oL . Tzahalah vesame-e-e- chuh'“ !

The Lily, of Jucob rejoices and is merry. Only. here in Palestine do we flnd the real
reIolcmg, the true merﬂmenl . -

- ages, shapes and sizes predominating. Inside the Technion the ‘favoured few -



I PURIM LAWS, CU'ST_OMS, LORE

THE LAWS FOR PURIM

PURIM (CASTING OF LOTS), is celebrated on the 14th day of Adar, and in
leap years on the 14th day of the second Adar by the reading of the Scroll of
Esther, by festivities at home, exchange of gifts and aid to the poor. Of all Jewish

holidays, Purim alone is the product of Jewish life in the Diaspora. It makes a .

strong appeal to the Jewish people because it deals with a problem old in origin

but ever new in application. Purim symbolizes to the Jew the hope that he will be .

. victor over his enemies and that the spirit of b:gotry will yet disappear from
among men.

The spirit of Jewish festivity :is best mumfcmed through the family. To bring
the significance of the holiday closer to the Jewish home, Purim, in addition to
" the special services in the Synagogue, is celebrated by a family dinner (Seudah)
which begins before sunset on the eve of 1he 15th of Adar. Briefly the Laws for
Purim are:

THE LAWS FOR PURIM

1. The Shabbos before Purim is known as “Parshas Zachor”—the Shabbos
. when we re-read as the Maftir portion, the paragraph reminding us not to forget
what Amalek did to our fathers after the Exodus-from Egypt—when they attacked
our fathers when they thought they were safe—to remember at all times that the
Lord will save us from Tyranny and oppression and persecution if we obey the
Torah.

2. The day before Purim is "'Ifﬁunis Esther—a fast day to commemorate the -

- fast which Esther and all the Jews observed in their appeal to'the Almighty for
rescue. E .

3. The MEGILLAH—the Scroll of Esther—is read in the synagogue immedidtely
after Maariv, with the appropriate blessings and in the traditional tune.

4 It is customary to give 3 half-dollars before the reading of the Megillah,
which money is distributed to the needy. They correspond to the half-shekel
which was donated for the purchase of the public offerings in the times of the
Temple. Three half-shekels are given, because in the section about “Teurmah”
(contributions) the word “Terumah” occurs thrice. Remember . your Chumush?—
if not, look it up. | ’

* 5. A mourner must hear the Megillah even during the week of Shlv’uh

6. 'On the morning of Purim, early services are preferable. Three men are
_called up to the Torah—the portion being from the 17th chapter of Sh‘mos-verses
eight to sixteen at the conclusion of the Sedrah of “B'shallach.” Later we will take
the Bible and see what these verses tell. After the Sefer Torah has been returned

to the Ark, the Megillah is read. Tefillin are not removed until afier the' conclusuon '

of the reading of the Megillah.
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7. It is the duty of every man, woman and child to hear the Megllloh read on
the eve of Punm and also in the morning.

8. Gifts — known as “Sh'lach Monos” (sending of guﬁs) must be given to
everybody. Each person must send at least 2 presents to ‘one person. These
“presents” are really “portions” of food—and usually consist of prepared foods
or delicacies. In addition, each person must give 2 gifts to 2 poor people—that

" is a present-to each, Mufoncs L'evyomm—Glffs to the Poor.

9. The Purim feast is held before sundown on the 14th day of Adar. The meal
should be started whﬂe it is still daytime—but it may be continved until as late

a$ desired.

~10. Ahhough Purim is a "half- hohdcy, und work is permlssnb!e, oniy those
duties should be performed which are absolutely necessary.

11. The 15th day of Adar is called “Shushan Purim,” in meriwry of the fact
that the Jews of Shushan, the capital of Persia, celebrated Purim a day later. It is

" also a ‘half-holiday.” Al HaNissim” is not said, however, and marriages are

permitted but they are not permitted on Purim itself, because we do not mix one
"Slmchah”-—|oyous even'r—wnh another.

. PURIM CUSTOMS AND LORE

A. "Everyihmg goes”’—it has become almost proverbial that on Purim’ the
sky’s the limit. Even masquerading, such as men appearing in women's attire and
vice versa (strictly forbidden in Deuteronomy 22:5) is generally overlooked on .
Purim. .

B Mahazit Ha:Shekel (half-shekel) reminiscent of the Shekel (the dues Jews
paid to the Temple). In the same spirit that motivated the exchange of “Shalach
Monos” and the sending of gifts to the poor, Jews have instituted the custom,
for the eve of Purim, of making a charity collection in the Synclgogue before the
reading of the “Megillah.” .

C. “Adloyoda” a recent term, ‘coined in Palestine, for a Purim Carnival.
(Palestine has been the inspiration for ‘practically every Jewish custom of recent
birth, such as the “Oneg Shabbat”, etc. Pulestme creates; we of the diaspora

- follow.)

Adloyoda comes from the traditional Purim moto* which says .that on this
festival one should drink Ad Lo Yoda (till one knows not the distinction between

" Baruch Mordecai (Blessed be Mordecai) and Arrur Haman (Cursed be Haman).

D. Haman-Taschen—three-cornered Purim cake. “Mon” (the Hebrew for the )
Biblical “Manna”) in Yiddish means poppy seeds—which is what the Taschen (in
German: pockets) of the Hamantaschen are filled with.

E. Megillah—The Scroll of the Book of Esther. Read at the evening and
morning Purim services in the synagogue. The word Megillah comes from the
Hebrew root “Galol” meaning “to roll,” since it is rolled together. There are five

_Megillot: Song of ‘Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther.
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A Megillah in the vernacular is any written composition which is unduly long .

or verbose. Megillah is also the name for a tractate of the Talmud, dealing wafh

_ 1he history and observance of -Purim.

F." Purim and Marriage—The Talmud speaks of Pl.lrll'l'l collection for brides’

dowries. It was a prevalent medieval custom for a bridegroom to read the

Megillah at services. In Jerusalem, brides and grooms make certain to exchange
. gifts or felicitations on Punm

G. Kreplach (small dough pouches containing chopped meaf)——Trudltlonully, :
there .are three special days upon which Kreplach are ecﬂen—each associated - -

with some kind of beating and banging..

1. Purim—when Haman is beaten. -
© 2. Hoshannah Robboh—when there is the “beating of the mllaw

‘3. Erev Yom Kippur—the eve of the Day of Atonernam, which duy has' the !

beating of the heart in prayer

H. Blot Out Haman—the custom of hlssmg, stamping, eic m the mention of

- Haman's name during the Megillah reading is ‘well known; and traces: its origin .
to the French and German Jews of the 13th century who reasoned thusly: 1. the
Bible contains the injunction “Thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek:

cornpleteiy“ (Deuteronomy 25:19). 2." The - Midrash elaborates this ‘passage to
include “even from woods and stones.” 3. Then since Amalek was generally rec-

ognized as the fore-runner of Haman and his ilk, they introduced the symbolic
" practice of inscribing Haman's name on two stones and striking them together
vigorously so as to hterully “blot it out.” U!hmute!y only lhe noisemukmg

remained. ' i

1. Taanit Esther—The Fast of Esther. Plous Ovihodax Jews fost ‘on the. day
~ preceding Purim, the 13th day of Adar, because that was the  date originally set

aside by Haman for the massacre of the Jews. It'is termed Taanit Esther for it was
she who then First proclaimed it. .

J.. Special Purims—certain-fast and feast days are obsenred in many commun-

‘ities to commemorate local or individual happenings. In imitation of Purim, @
,"Megillah” of the event is usuu"y read, prayers recried ete.

There are the Purims of Ccnro, Florence, Naibonne,-Rhodes, Tiberias, efc. {hove

". the pupils look them up). For.example: Purim of Abraham Danzig, known as the
- Powder Purim. It is observéd annually by the family of Danzig on'the 15th day of |
_ Kislev, as'a memorial of the explosion of a powder’ magazine at 'Vilna in 1804.

At that time, many were killed, buf Abruhum ‘and his famlly, though wounded
escupEd death.

= AR, Although Esther, the herome of the Purim story is traditionally supposed to

have been selected as Queen when she won the first recorded beauty contest,

" some rabbinical commentators held that she ‘was 74 years old when she became
. Ahasuerus’ consort. ' '

‘
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L. Because of this rabbinical reasoning, the Hebrew eqmvulant of Esthar |s
Hudqssah the Hebrew numerical value of which is 74.

N. The.name of God is not mentioned even once in the book of Esther. . -

* ©. Although Purim is a joyous festival, mumc;ger. do not toke picce on that
day because of the statement:-“We don’t mingle happmess with happiness.” -~

P In the great code of Maimonides it is written that in the cluys of the
Messich the only sacred books which will be still remembered will be the

' Pentuleuch and the Scroll of Esther, which is read on Purim.

‘Q.- There is an ancient tradition that a Bubylomun scholar of ﬂ'ue third century °
B.C. E. Rabbi Samvel Bar Shilath, who was a 'highly esteemed teacher of .
chlldren in hls day, was descended from Haman, the Purim villain.

R. ' Plays dealing ‘with the story of Esther were very.common in the Europe
of the Middle Ages, but they were written. by Christians, not Jews und were per-
forrned by members of the clergy. . ;

"S. In some parts of the world, exrremely Orthodox .Iewrs eat turkey on, Purim
in memory of King Ahasuerus. Turkey reminds them of Ahasuerus because the -

“turkey is called, “tarnegol hodu” (rooster of India) in Hebrew, and Ahasuerus is
" reputed to have ruled from India to Ethiopia. - ‘

- T.  Joseph 'Judah Chorny, Russian-Jewish traveler of the Iasf century, ralufas the

P followmg concerning the Jews of Caucasia; On Purim, when the men' return home
from reading the Scroll of Esther in the synagogue, the women prepare a black °

piece of wood in 1ha kitchen. When the man comes into the room, he asks his wife
what it is, and she say$, “It is Haman.” At once the man géts ‘angry and begins

fo scream at his wife that she should burn it: After lm:kmg it, they ull 1hrow it in
" the fire. 5 '

U. Purim, in the Sephardic quarter of Jerusalem, is a duy of eurmg sweetmeats.
The Jewish confectioners make all kinds of images for this festive day. One can

‘'see. them selling, for example, the Messiah on a donkey, Elijah with a trumpet

in his hand, and Haman hanging on the gallows. Because sweet things are so
popuior on this duy, the ‘Arabs have called this Jewlsh holiday “the festival of
sugar.” ' -

- V. Inthe days of the Second Temple, the day preceding Punm, that is, the lhir-
teenth of Adar, was also .a holiday. It was known as “Nicanor Day,” and com- -
memorated the defeat of Nicanor, the general. of Antiochus Epiphanes, by the
famous "Judas Maccabeus (161 C. E.). Nicanor Day, after 1he destruction of the
Temple, gradually disappeared—after the seventh century we hear nothing about
it—but Purim became more and more popular as the centuries rolled by.

W. The Scroll of Esther, which is today read during the evening and morning of *

- Purim, ,was originally read’ only once—during the daytime. Joshua ben. Levi,
-great Jewish scholar of the third century C. E., is the rabbi who introduced ?he

reudlng of the Megﬂlah on Ihe eve of Purim.
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" X The Jewnsh ”Purtmspue!” is reolly somethlng recent—making its appearance
about the beginning of the eighteenth century.

Y. Mordecai ben Hillel of Nuremberg, one of the greatest rubbls of medieval
Germany, makes the following striking statement concerning the Purim festival:
The day of Purnm is as great as the day on which the Torah was given to Israel.

A PURIM LEGEND

“There is a legend told of Mordecai’s faith and trust in the Alrmghfy As

Mordecai was on his way home from the king’s court after Haman had informed
_ him of his sinistér plans concerning the destruction of the Jews, he met a group
of Jewish children returning from school. He approached the children and asked
them what Biblical verses they had learned that day.

“Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolunon of the wicked when it

cometh,” said the first.

“Let- them take counsel together, but it shall be brought to naught, let 1hern
speak, but it shall not be carried out, for G-d is with us,” said another. )

When Mordecai heard these verses, he felt greatly reassured, and was con-
fident that the Jews would be saved.” -

— s

III PURIM - THE JEWISH PROBLEM AND
| ITS SOLUTION

ANTI - SEMITISM
By Theodore Herzl

| believe ‘that | understand Anti- Semitism, whrch is really a highly complex
movement. | conmder it from a Jewish standpoint, yet without fear or hatred. |
believe that | can see what elements there are in it of vulgar sport, of common

. trade jealousy, of inherited prejudice, or religious intolerance, and also of pre-

tended self-defense. | think the Jewish question is no more social than o religious.
one, notwithstanding that it sometimes takes these and other forms. It is a national
question, which can only be solved by making it a political world-question to be
discussed and settled by the civilized nations of the world in council.

We are a people—one people.

‘ We have honestly endeavored everywhere to merge ourselves in the social life

“of surrounding communities and to preserve only the faith of our fathers. We are

not’ permitted to do so. In vain are we loyal patriots, our loyalty in some places
running to extremes; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property
as our fellow-citizens; in vain do we strive to increase the fame of our native land
in science and art, or her wealth by trade and commerce. In countries where we

-have'lived for centuries we are still cried down as strangers, and often by those

whose ancestors were not yet domiciled in the land where Jews had already
made experience of suffering. The majority may decide which are the strangers;
for this, s indeed every point which arises in the relations between nations, is a
question of might. | do not here surrender any portion of our prescriptive right,
when | make this statement merely in my_own name as an individual. In the
world as it now is; and for an’ indefinite period will probably remain, might
precedes right. It is useless, therefore, for us to be loyal patriots, as were the
Huguenots who were forced to emigrate. If we could only be left in peace . . .

But | think we shall not be left in peace.

" Oppression and persecution cannot exterminate us. No nation on earth has .
survived such struggles and sufferings as we have gone through. Jew-baiting has
merely stripped off our weaklings; the strong among us were invariably true to
their race when persecution broke out against them. This attitude was most clearly
apparent in the period immediately, following the emancipation of the Jews. Those
Jews who were advanced intellectually and materially, entirely lost the feeling of
belonging to their race. Wherever our political well-being has lasted for any
length of time, we have assimilated with our surroundings. | think this is not
discreditable. Hence, the statesman who would wish to see a Jewish strain in his
nation; would have to provide for the duration of our political well being; and
even a Bismarck could not do that.



‘For old preludlces agmnst us still lie deep in the heurls of the people He who
- would' have proofs of this, need only listen to the people where they speak with
frankness and stmplicliy, proverb and fulry-lule are both anti-Semitic. A nation
"is everywhere  a great child, which can certainly 'be educated; but its education .
would, even in most favourable circumstances, occupy such a vast amount of time
"that we could, as already mentioned, remove our own difficulties by other means

i ) \

long before the process was uccompllshed

Assmllnhon, by which | understand not only external conformliy in dress, hablts,
customs; and language, but also. identity, of feeling and munne;—uss;m:lallon of
Jews.could be- effected only by intermarricge. But the need for mixed marriages
would hdve to be felt by the majority; their mere recognition by law would

certainly not sufhce.

The movemem towards Ihe organization of the Jewish Stoie I am pmpcvsmgv
would, of .course, harm Jewish Frenchmen no more than it would harm the
Jgssimilated” of other countries. It would, on the contrary, be distinctly to their
advantage. For they would no longer be disturbed in the “chromatic function,” as
Darwin puts it, but would be able to assimilate in peace, because -the present

. Anti-Semitism would have beer stopped for ‘ever.

become a reality.

We are one people—our enemies have made us one in our despite, as
repeatedly happens in. history. Distress ‘binds us together, and, .thus united, we
suddenly discover our strength. Yes, we are :strong enough to form a State, and,
indeed, a model State. We possess all human and material resources necessary

for the purpose. '

ASSERTION OF JEWISH FAITH

By Justice Louis D. Brandeis ‘

i

o
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/ They would certainly -be .
- credited with being assimilated to the very depths of their souls, if they stayed
- where they were cofter the new Jewish State, with its superior “institutions, had

.

3

‘ —Jqdensiaat

We "recognize “that' with each child the aim of . education should be develop
his own individuality, not to make him an imitator, not to assimildte him to others.
Shall we fail to recognize this truth when ‘applied to whole peoples? And what
people in the world has shown greater individuality than the Jews? Has any
a nobler past? Does any possess common ideas better worth expressmg? Has any
marked traits worthier of development? Of all the peoples in "the world those of
two tiny states sland pre-eminent as contnbutors fo our present civilization,—the
Greeks ‘and the Jews. The Jews gave to the world its three greatest religions,.
‘reverence for law, and the highest conceptions of morality. Never before has the
value of our contribution been so generally recognized. Our teaching of brother- .
hood -and ' righteousness has, under the name of democracy and social justice, . -
become, the twentieth century striving of America and of western Europe. Our
concep!lon of law is embodied in the American constltuilon which procia!m ﬂus-

’

to be a “Government of laws and not of men.” And for the 'mumph of our other‘

grenl teaching—the docfrine of peace, this ‘cruel ‘war is puwng 1he way.

While every other people is. striving for development by asserting its naﬂonuhty
and a_great war is making clear the value of small nations, shall we voluntarily

. yield to anti-Semitism, and instead of -solving our “problem” end it by ignoble
. suicide? Surely this is no time for Jews to despair. Let us make clear-to the. world

that we too are 'd nationality striving for equal rights to life and to self-expression. - *

That this should be our course has been' recently expressed by high non-Jewish
authority. Thus Seton-Watson, speaking’ of the probuble results of the war, sclld

"There are good grounds for hopmg that it (the war) will also give a new dl"td .

healthy impetus fo Jewish national policy, grant freer play to their: splendid

qualities, and enable them to shake off the false shame which has led men who -

ought to' be proud of their Jewish race to assume so many alien disguises and to

accuse of anti-Semitism those who refuse to be 'deceived by mere appearances.

It is high time that the Jews should realize, that few things do more to foster anti-

Semitic feeling than this very tendency,to sail under false colors and conceal their

true identity. The Zionists and the orthodox Jewish Nationalists have long ago

",» > won the respect and admiration of the world. No race has ever defied assimilation

so stubbornly. and so successfully; and ‘the modern tendency of individual Jews
to repudiate what is one of their chief glories suggests an almost comic resolve
to fight against the course of nature.”

Standing upon this broad foundation of nationality, Zionism aims lo give' it
full development. Let us beur clearly in mind what Zionism is, or rather what it is

~

- not. ] _ . ‘

Palestine. In the first place, there are~14,000,000 Jews, and Palestine would not

accommodate more than one-third of that number. In the second place, it is not a,

movement to compel anyone to go to Palestine. It is essentially a movement to

give to the Jews miore, not-less freedom,—it aims to enable the Jews to exercise

the same right now exercised by practically every other people in the world: To

live at their option either in the land of their fathers or in some other country;

a right which members of small'nations as well as of large,—which Irish, Greek,
" Bulgarian, Serbian or Belgian may now exercise as.fully as Germans or Enghsh

 Zionism seeks to establish in Palesti ne, for such Jews as chdose,to go and remain

there, and for their descendants, a Iegally secured home, where they may live

together and lead a Jewish life, where they may expect ultimately- to constitute
a majority of the population, and may look forward to what we should call home
rule. The Zionists seek to establish this-home in Palestine because they are con-

'vinced ‘that the undylng longing of Jews for Palestine is a fact of deepest

" significance: that it-is a manifestation’in the struggle for existence by an ancient

people  which had established its right to live—a people whose three thousand

years of civilization has produced a faith, culture and individuality which enable
them to contribute lurgely in lhe future, as they had in fhe past to the advance of
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It is not a movement to remove all the: Jews of the world compulsorily to '
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civilization and -that it is not a right merely but a duty of the Jewish nationality -
. to survive and develop. They believe that there only, can Jewish life be fully-

protected from the forces of disintegration; that there alone, can the Jewish spirit
reach its full and natural development; and that by securing for those Jews who
wish to seftle in Palestine the opportunity to do so, not only those Jews, but all
other Jews will be benefited and that the: Iong pefplexing Jew:sh Problem will,
at last, find solution.

p ' -

~ ZIONISM AND PATRIOTISM

Let no American imagine that Zionism is inconsistent with Patriotism. Multiple
loyalties are objectionable only if they are inconsistent. A man is a better citizen
of the United States for bemg a loyal citizen of his state. and of his city; for
being loyal to his family, and o his profession or trade; for being loyal to his

college or his lodge. Every Irish-American who contributed towards advancing-

home rule was a better man and a better American for the sacrifice he made.
Every American Jew who aids in advancing the .Jewish seftlement in Palestine,
though he feels that neither he nor- his ‘descendants will ever live there, will Inke-
wise be a better man and a better American for domg s0.

There is no inconsistency between loyalty to America and loyalty to Jewry.
The Jewish spirit, the product of our religion and experiences, is essentially

modern and essentially American. Not since the destruction of the Temple have.
the Jews in spirit and in-ideals been so fully in harmony with the noblest aspira-

tions of the country in which they lived.

- THE ETERNAL PROBLEM
. _ "~ -+ By Leo Pinsker

The efernal problem presented by the Jewish question stirs men today, as.it
did -ages ago. It remains unsolved, like the squaring of the circle, unlike which,
however, it is still a burning question. This is due to the fact that-it is not merely
a problem of theoretic interest but one of practical interest, which renews -its
youth from day to, day, as it were, and pressed more and more |mpenously for a
solution. '

The essence of the prob!em, as we see it, consists in the fact 1hc|'f, in 1he midst

of the nations among whom the Jews reside, they form a heierogenous element

-whrch cannot be assimilated, which cannot be readily digested by ‘any nation.
" Hence the problem is to find means of so adjusting the relations of this exclusive

element to the whole body of the nations that there shall never be any further.

basis fcr the Jewish Question. .

We cannot of course, think of establishing ubso!ufe harmony. Sueh harmony
has probably never existed, even among the other peoples. The millenium “in
which the “International” will disappear, and the nations will merge into humanity
is still invisible in the distance. Until it is realized, the desires and ideals of @
nation must be limited to establishing a tolerable modus vivendi.
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The world will have to wait long for universal peace; but meantime the relations

- of the nations fo one another may be adjusted fairly well by an explicit mutual
- understanding, an understanding based upon international law, treaties, and

especially upon a certain quality in rank and mutually conceded rights, as well
as upon- mutual esteem. LR

No such equality in rnnk appears in 1he intercourse of the nations with the
Jews. In the latter case the basis is lacking. for that mutual esteem which is-gen-
erally regulated and secured by international law or by treaties. Only when this
basis is established;, when the equality of the Jews and other nations becomes a
fc:cr can the problem presented by the Jewush Question be considered solved.

—Auto-Emancipation

' THE TEST
By Ludwig Lewisohn

. It is useless for a Jew to say today, | 'am not a Zionist. If this work

,stagnoles, if this task fails, if this experiment is permitted to be overwhelmed by

difficulties, by sloth, by niggardliness, the nations who gave us our right in the

" land of the fathers will not ask: How many Zionists. were there? How many non-

Zionists? What private quarrels, what vain fears, what old self-seeking, what -
ambition of local and transitory Gentile' favor impeded this creative enterprise?
They will not ask these questions. They will say, You have not the character nor

.the cohesion nor the dignity nor the strength of a people. They will offer us the

old dilemma between complete assimilation and extinction. Our minority rights
in eastern Europe will be a thing of jeers and contumely! our people in central .
Europe will be driven to the ignominy of a false apostasy. Nor let the prosperous
merchant or lawyer in Cleveland or Kansas City imagine that, if he but gives a
little charity, this matter does not touch him. He can close his hear and mind to
the fate of his people. He cannot protect himself or his children from being

.unescapably involved in that fate. The upbuilding of Palestine has become test

and symbol and decision in the councils of the nations and the consciousness of

mankind . . .
— lsrael

'THE CALL

It is no accident that all ,our gerlerahons thought of redemption, but were
not privileged to establish it. The whole people recognizéd the tragedy of the
Galuth, recognized that.there was no cure but redemption and normal existence
in the land of its fathers. But the dream had to suffice, for it did not believe in its
strength and will and power of practical activity. And even when the enthusiasm
of 30 years ago rose to interpret the dream into practical achievement, the. move-
ment was unable to reach in one day that last phase of living reality. In our

‘aenerction we must discipline ourselves for a long while. But if we really desire it

then it is possible, for pOsssbnhw wall come with genmne and :emplefe deswe.
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At this mornenl Iat us cull to our breihren, to the you!h in all ihe counrrles of
the. world—No whit shall we falter in our devotion: We. stand m our place in

J

i Chaim N. qullk

ZIONISM AND AMERICAN JEWBY

TACCA hmely topic for d:scussion groups.
e Irrlporfanca of Z:omsm as a solution of the Jewish Problem.-

2! Zlomsm must permeate oll spheres of Jewish uchvity

B Why should the Amer:cun Jew be a Zromsl?

1. To satisfy .our sense of- responsnbnhty for Jewish sufferlng ihroughout
" -~ the world. | .
2 'Heip solve permunent Jewash problem of Iundlessness S

Need for cultural center.
Need of ”a;!_dress" for Jewish affairs.

. b
C. Place of Zionism in-American Jewish life.
1. American Jews=naéd Zionism as’
 @. Source of renewed cultural life -
‘b, Reslo;es self-respect o v

€. Proves Jewish life ‘wider than Creed -
(Milton Steinberg: “The ‘Creed of an American Z:omst"—ZOA)

._d Affords Nationalist basis and pattern for American- Jewish
T Community organizations ' .

! _I e. Has developed new religious movements in Pnlesime which huve '

-a lesson and promise for Jewish people in America

f. Bast_s for American Jewish Education.

Eretz Israel Here we shall live, and here we shull die, for we have no olher p1u-:e C N

IV PURIM PLANS FOR THE DISTRICT

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

Purim symbolizes the defeat of an arch tyrant and the deliverance of the

Jewish community from oppression. Every Zionist District should mark the occasion
with special functions devoted to the rehabilitation and salvaging from the hands

of the modern tyrants the remnants of our people through their settlement in the
Jewish Commonwealth in' Palestine. The program should underscore the fact that
as long as we have no state—we have a Haman und a Purim in every age.—

_ Zionism is the solution to the problem.

IN THE DISTRICT

1. Purim Ball in honor of returning veterans.

2. Purim Seudah in honor of new members — (or membership breakfast—or
or Purim party for workers).

3. "Shalach Monoth” for the Jewish National Fund.

4. Purim issve of the district newsletter.

IN THE COMMUNITY

1. Designate Purim Sunday, March 17th as Zionist Day in your community.
Co-sponsor a rally with other Jewish and non-Jewish groups who favor .
Palestine. .

2. Co-sponsor with the synagogue “Zion Sabbath,” utilizing a rally, the
sermon, the Friday Night Forum, and/or the Oneg Shabbat.

3. Strengthen the Zionist family by having @ joint.meeting with another dis-
trict, Hadassah and the youth groups.

4. Cooperate with the Religious Schoals in your community by sponsoring an
Essay Contest on Purim and Palestine; by showing a Palestine film at the
Purim assembly; by addressing assemblies and visiting classes.

5. Enlist the press in our behalf. Request local_newspapers—English,” Anglo-
Jewish and Yiddish — in addition to reporting news of meetings to use
other material relating to Purim and Zionism. Much of the material
offered herein lends itself to revision for editorial and feature story
purposes, -

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

- This portfolio contains interesting and valuable background material and
suggestions which can be profitably utilized to enhance the interest and content
of your Purim celebration. Much of the material offered herein lends itself to
revision for editorial and feature story purposes.

Some select resources and references are:
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1. General Information
Purim, A Day of Laughter, H. E. Goldstein, Hebrew Pub. Co.
Purim, An Historical Study, N. S. Doniach, Jewish Pub. Soc.
Story of the Jewish Holidays, D. F. Zelig, pp. 126-148,
The Jewish Holiday: 250 Questions and Answers, M. Soltes,
pp. 34-35, 72-75
The Jewish Festivals, H. Schauss, pp. 237-271
2. Programs and Anthologies
Purim Portfolio, Board of Jewish Education, Chicago
Purim Bulletin, Jewish Welfare Board, 45 E. 32nd St., N. Y. C.
Purim Program, Young Judaea, 381 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.
Purim Portfolio, Joseph Greenstein, Council for Orthodox Jewish Schools,
1133 Broadway, New York 10, New York
3. Bibliographies
Library Bulletin, Jewish Education Committee, 1776 Broadway, New York
City — complete bibliography on Purim, 3c. *
Index for Religious Schools and Clubs compiled by H. M. Friedman,
Union of American Hebrew Cong. Cincinnati, Ohio, pp. 70-83

A SUGGESTED PROGRAM

(On the pages immediately following you will find the items mentioned in
this program, with explanations for their use, and/or pertinent resource
material.)

PURIM MOTIF

(Set the tone and atmosphere of the meeting with appropriate
decorations.)

OPENING

America
Bible Reading
Chairman’s Opening Remarks

‘LET US SING'

(Create a receptive mood and arouse the eﬁlhusiasm of the audience
with community singing.)
HIGHLIGHT OF THE EVENING

(The main part of the program should consist of one or more of the
following):

1. Recitations ¥ 4. Quiz
2. Spedker or discussion 5. Purim slides
3. Dramatics 6. Purim dances

CLOSING

Chairman’s Remarks
Hatikvah

Refreshments {Hnmémus:hgn}

s B

PURIM MOTIF

The decorations assignment may be given to the pupils of the religious school or
to the Youth Clubs. :

1. From Bloch Publishing Co. — 31 West 31st St., New York City
“Purim Ceremonial objects,” ‘Cut-Outs.’ Printed on heavy paper to be cut
out and constructed. Three objects, Purim Mask, Purim Crown, Sh'lach
Monos Box. Assorted if desired, per dozen 45¢c.

2. Purim Masks — can be made of papier mache or from paper bags with
- grotesques of Purim characters painted on them. (Instructions for making
groggers out of cardboard and for making masks out of papier mache are
contained in the “Arts-Craft Guide — Jewish Festival Series” by Temima N.
Gezari. Copies of these two pages can be obtained from the Jewish Edu-
cation Committee, 1776 Broadway, N. Y. C. at 6c each. The cards are
9% x 11, and the directions are in words and in pictures. On the reverse
side of each card is a photograph suitable for, framing.

Selected References: - :
(A) PURIM PROBLEMS AND PROJECTS (Board of Jewish Education, Chicago)

(B) JEWISH ARTS AND CRAFTS, “Purim Suggestions”, by Paul Veret, Bulle-
tin No. 57 4 :

(C) FESTIVAL CRAFTS IN THE JEWISH CENTER, by Temima N. Gezari —
Purim Masks — Chapter

(D) ARTS AND CRAFTS FOR THE JEWISH CLUB, by Comins & Leaf —
pp. 144, 145, 184, 224, 230; (all can be gotten from Bloch Publishing Co.)

INVITATIONS
“A PROCLAMATION"

“1.  Whereas the jolly festival of Purim is rapidly approaching, the pupils of
(name of district) are hereby bidden to set aside the evening of the 14th
day of Adar of the Jewish year . . . on which to make merry.

(signed) President Zionist District
2. PURIM PARTY!
BE SURE TO COME
IF YOU DON'T :
5 YOU'LL MISS ‘'SOME FUN'I

3.  An invitation in the form of a Megillah — to read as follows: “Now it came
' to pass in the days of . . . (name of district) which reigns over the fun and
recreation of all good Jews in . . . (name of locality) that in those days a
decree was issued by the Program Committee of . . . (name of district) that
the Feast of Esther should be observed this year, as it has always been
observed with. joy and merriment . . . and it was further decreed
that all good members of the . . . (name of district) and with them all their

e




friends should assemble on Purim, which is on the ... . I (date)
on the month of..........(year) and make merry at the Purim Ball, which
the district has arranged and which will be bigger and better than any
ever arranged before., W was further ordered -that for all the
good times there be no charges so that all may come and make. merry
and forget the hard times in the memory of the great deeds which the
Lord has done of yore to our children of Israel and which he will again

_repeat in his own good time.”

“

BIBLE READINGS

For your Purim Celebration the following is appropriate:
A. Passages from the Book of Esther.

B. Exodus 17:8 and Deuteronomy 25:17-19 (Included in the Torah reading .

at the Purim morning service)
C. Psalms 20 and 124
D. From The Synagogue School, March 1946:

Reader:

Cong.:

Reader:

Cong.:

Reader:

Cong.:

‘Reader:

Cong.:

FOR THY MIRACLES AND THY WONDERS
Responsive Reading for Purim

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
Who girdest Thy people Israel with might.

Thou hast been-the help of our fathers from of old,
A Savior to their children in every generation.

Our God, our King, rid us of every oppressor.
Close the mouths of our enemies.

Save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. '
Let Thy loving-kindness be upon us forever.

O Guardian of Israel, guard the remnant of Israel,
And allow not Thy people Israel to perish.

" We give thanks unto Thee and declare Thy praise

For Thy miracles which came in the month of Adar |
In the days of old, at this season of the year.

When Haman, the son of Hamdatha, the enemy of the Jews,

Planned to destroy the Jews throughout the land.

Then Esther came before the king who commanded that Haman's
wicked plans against the Jews should return upon his own head;
and Haman and his sons were hanged upon the gallows.
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Reader:  And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews that
- were in the provinces of King Ahasuerus, that the Jews should keep
[ the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and the fifteenth day too
E " as festivals.
[ Cong.: These days recall that the Jews rested from their enemies;
| " And the month of Adar was turned from sorrow to foy.

Reader:  These days of Purim have been kept, and should be kept and re-
{ membered throughout every generation, every family, every province
.: and every city.
Cong.: These days are days of feasting and joy,

And of sending gifts one to another and to the poor.
All: If any design evil against us speedily O God make their counsel of

A.
+ B
C.

none effect. May there always be abundant peace from heaven and
life for us and all Israel, and let us say, Amen.

LET US SING

. Appropriate songs are YOM PURIM, CHAG PURIM, PURIM DAY, GOOD
PURIM, WICKED, WICKED MAN, SHU SHU, SHUSHAN, SIM SHALOM, EIN
KELOHENU, SHOMER YISRAEL, AM YISRAEL CHAI, etc.

2. From the Z.O.A. Education Department you may obtain a Purim Songsheet
containing the following songs in Hebrew, transliteration and English. SHO-
SHANOAS YAAKOV, IN SHU, SHU, SHUSHAN, CHAG PURIM A WICKED
MAN. (50¢ per 100 song sheets)

3. Selected References

Little Books of Jewish Songs (Chicago Bureau of Jewish Education)
Songs of Zion. H. Coopersmith, p. 186-194

MUSIC from Jewish Education Commrrree, Music Department, 1776 Bruad-
way, New York City

“Pyrim Time Is Here”, a dramatized Purim song, suitable for presentation at
carnivals or entertainments, Hebrew, Yiddlsh and English, words and
music (25¢)

“Purim Songster” contuiniﬁg 32 songs in Hebrew, English and Yiddish,
printed (5¢)

Three sheets with words, music and piano accompaniment for the following -
songs: Shoshanas Yaakov, Heint Iz Purim, Utsu Eytsa Ve'tufar, printed
(5¢ each, 10c set) )
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PURiM RECITATIONS

HADASSAH
By
Jessie E. Sampter
. | love to think of Esther, !
A simple Jewish maid,
When in her uncle’s house she lived
And hoppily obeyed,
Before she thought of Shushan,
-Its splendor and its gloom,
Or dreamed her deed of faith might save
Her people from its doom.
Her mind had then the sweetness,
Her heart the courage high,
That later bade her say “l go,
And if | die, | die.”

MORDECAI

By
H. H. Jackson

Make friends with him! He is of royal line
Although he sits in rags., Not all thine

Array of Splendour, pomp or high estate,
Can buy him from his place within the gate,
-Never obeisance making, never scorn
Betraying of thy silver and new-born

Delight. Make friends with him, for unawares
The charmed secret of the joys he bears;

Be glad, so long as his black sackcloth, late
And early, thwarts thy sun, for if in hate
Thou plottest for his blood, thy own death-cry,
Not-his, comes from the gallows cubits high.

A PURIM POEM

By
Isabella R. Hess

You know the tale of Queen Esther,

The queen so well named the “Star”,
And of Mordecai, humble.and faithful,
Who guided her life from afar.

Long, long ago lived Queen Estherl

But you must be Esthers too,

You maidens with eyes so thoughtful,
Who bear the proud name of Jewl

And you boys with your hearts a-flaming
With the dawn of your manhood’s might,
Remember how Mordecai humble

Stood firm for his faith — and the rightl
How, clad in his sackcloth and ashes,
As he sat in the dust by the gate,

Yet he pointed the way to Queen Esther
To suffer, and dare, and be great.

You know how the old story ended —
How Haman the dastard at last

Met the fate he had planned for another —
And Israel’s danger was past!

But Israel needs now, as ever, .

Strong hearts that are fearless and true,
And the honour that Mordecai guarded
Is left now, dear children, with you.

Be fearless! Nay, why should you falter,
When God ever guardeth.the right?

Be loyal! The faith of your fathers

Hath shown through dark years like a light!
And if ever you tire in the struggle,

And the right seems o’ercome and ofar,
Then remember the old Purim story,

The story of Esther the “Star”

SPEAKER OR DISCUSSION

For a comprehensive evaluation of the significance of Purim in your group dis-
cussion the following major highlights are outlined as a basis for such discussion:

1) Haman — Hitlers desire to exterminate Jewry; the typical accusations leveled
against the Jews by both Hamans.

2) The Need For Unity of Action — the responsibility that each individual Jew
must bear towards his fellow Jew.

3) The Jewish Struggle for Survival—the vahunf Yishuv in Palestine fighting
heroically for freedom, while continuing to build and create,

4) The Obligations and Duties of American Jews — modern successors of
Mordecai and Esther.

5) Generosity and Unselfishness in the Observance of Purim —

SKELETON ADDRESS ON HAMAN

(Build up your speech making use of the following points.)

Correlate the Haman incident with similar incidents in Jewish history. Every
country in practically every age has its own Haman.
1. Haman — his plot against the Jewish people — his end.
2. Torquemade, the infamous Grand-Inquisitor of Spain, influenced the Spanish
King and, Queen to persecute the Jews with the utmost rigor and cruelty, and
vltimately to issue a decree which forced thousands of them to leave the country
in which they had lived for countless generations.
3. Chmelnitski lead an uprising of Cossacks — whole Jewish communities were
wiped out. Crusades—a fanatical priest—massacres of Jews.

4. In modern times we had a Hitler who was bent upon conquering the world
and exterminating the Jews. A

The Jew is placed in such a precarious position where any miserable aa-
venturer may jeopardize his very existence because he has no recognized home of
his own. Palestine rebuilt will solve the Haman difficulty.

DRAMATICS -

1. PURIM PLAYS — Annotated bibliography of plays in Hebrew and in English
for Purim. The plays are fully synopsized and evaluated. Complete information
is given regarding the age group for which each play is suvitable, physical
requirements as to costumes, scenery, etc. 10c per set. Jewish Education Com-
_mittee, 1776 Broadway, N. Y. C.

2. A Purim Shadowgraph will be found in Purim Portfolio (Chtcugo Board of
Education).

3. Purim Puppets Show will be found in manual for Hebrew Kmdergorten issued
by Council of Orthodox Jewish Schools.

4. The Purim Story lends itself to Charades and Dramatic Improvisations.

Section Il of this portfolio can be done as a “Living Newspaper”.

A Purim Injunction. (Playlet)

o o
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Scene:

All: i

Judge:

Chanukah:

Judge:

A PURIM INJUNCTION

(may be produced without costumes or rehearsals)

(Judgmsrﬁ Seat — On the bench ssits the great judge, before him
the complainants — all the Jewish holidays. In the prisoner's
dock — Purim, the indicted one.)

(Shouting together) We want an injunction against Purim, against
everything connected with him.

(Pounding his gavel) Jewish holidays! You are too noisy. Let each
in turn tell us his troubles. Chanukah, will you please tell the
Court the reason for your being here?

(Rises) | desire. to have an injunction issued against Purim until
he proves his right,to occupy such an important and honorable
place among us Jewish holidays. Why is he so proud? What has
he done? Is it such a great thing that Esther, a Jewish girl, was
the queen of Ahasuerus, and Mordecai, a Jew, was second to the
king? The king must have been a fool, a drunkard, @ man minus
character. When Haman wanted to lead him by the nose and
kill all Jews, he submitted. Esther came and urged him to do the
opposite, so he did her bidding. It was this foolishness, the lack
of backbone of the king, that brought with it the entire Purim cele-
bration. The Jews ought to be ashamed of a holiday created
through so foolish a person as Ahasuerus. Instead of that, they
read this story every year, eat Purim loaves, Haman cakes filled
with prunes and poppy seed, kréplich and so many other goodies.
I, Chanukah, on the other hand, I, the holiday of the Maccabees,
of the heroes who fought so valiantly for their country and for
their Torah, who upheld national ideals, | have to content myself
with mere latkes and with the burning of tiny candles that are
bought for a few pennies. My heroes were proud of their origin.
They compelled others to respect their people, while Esther was
ashamed of her origin, as witness the story bearing her name.
She dared not say who her people were. And this Purim boasts
as the one holiday the Jews will never discard. What entitled him
to such honor, to such esteem? Why do they make so much of
him? If God wanted to perform a miracle by saving the Jewish
people from their enémy, comes Mr. Purim and claims the credit
and gets a fine loaf and Homan cakes. Such a nobody, such a
schlemil, such a /

(Bringing down his gavel) Silence! We do not permit any person to
insult another in court, (Turning to Passover) You are older and
| expect you to be wise. Tell us your story.

i s

Passover:. .

Shevuoth:

Succoth:

Judge:

(Bowing politely) Yes, | am older than the other Jewish holidays,
| may feel prouder than any of them. | do not mean to insult any-
one. But | wish to say that | consider it a dishonor to be registered
in the same calendar with so lowly a holiday as Purim. | am the
remembrance of the liberation of an entire people from slavery.
Through me slaves have become citizens. | am the festival of free-
dom, the holiday of salvation. What has Purim done? He is merely
aholiday born in slavery. The tyrant Ahasuverus, while drunk,
wanted to pride himself about his wife. The queen, even though-
she was merely a Vashti, managed to show here independence.and

~ her womanly dignity. Vashti refused to be a blind, obedient slave.
. Is that a reason. for the eating of goodies by the Jews of today?

Vashti wanted to act -as a noble woman should, and she was

"severely punished by her ‘brutal husband. And now Purim claims
- a place of honor among the Jewish: holidays. And when two noble
~ revolutionists, Toresh and ‘Bigthan wanted to bring freedom to one
" hundred and twenty-seven nations, to free them from the tyranny

of a despot by doing away with him, Mordecai denounced them to -
the tyrant. Thus he became to be the favorite of Ahasuerus. How
can Pesach and Purim be spoken in the same breath? In my story

" appears the sentence: “And each man shall be king in his own

home.” Either do away with Purim or let the kneidlach, the Hagodah,
the four cups, the Had Gadya and the ten plagues be suppressed.

I am the only holiday which brings the Jews in touch with Mother
Nature. | am the festival of growth and bloom of trees and
flowers. | om the song of spring, the music of life. Purim, on the
other hand, is a holiday of food and drink, of mask and ridicule.
I am the festival of abundant nature’ while Purim is the festival of
beggars. To class Shevuoth with Purim is the greatest insult that
the Jew could bring Mother Nature.

I am the festival of contentment and peace. | am the symbol of the
days when the Jews led a peaceful shepherd life-and lived in booths.
I am the festival of green palms, the emblem of love and peace.

" 'What is Purim? — a story of horrors and bloodthirst. Is it necessary
* then to repeat the story every year? I demand that an injunction

be issued against Purim, or | shall renounce my Succah and my
esrog and lulab, my palms, in a word, | renounce everything
connected with my name,

(Arising and addressing those present) Listen to me and | shall tell
you my decision. Purim is the only free and easy-going holiday in
which there are no prayers, no special prayer-bocks, no ceremonial.-
The Jew is free on that holiday, to amuse himself in any way he
sees fit. It is the Jewish carnival. It is the Jew’s season of joy. No
other story tells so many worthy things of Jews. They defended
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. themselves against their enemies, but their hand touched nothing by
\ . way of plunder. The most important point of the story is that
S Mordecai was not content ‘with his own good fortune. He was
devoted to his people. His Esther was a queen,. yet he mourned
with his people .and ware the sackcloth and ashes. All others
" bowed before Haman, the powerful, but Mordecai, though covered
- with ashes and mourning over his misfortunes of the Jew, refused
to bow before anyone. He knew that as a man and as a Jew
he must bow before no one. Human. pride and dignity are the:
consciousness of moral power and within it is the strongest power
in the world. With it all the Hamans .of our ‘day, those who become
.~ related to Ahasuerus forget their. people, bend their head and bow
their: knee- to- those: who -appear to be somebody — that again
cannot be said toi be the fault of Purim. Purim, you are a very
- sympathetic and pleasant holiday. Go to the Jewish people and
remind thém of Haman and tell them of Mordecai. Bring them joy
. with your Haman .cakes and other goodies; which they taste so-
seldom. Encourage them. Let them have ]oy and happiness. This
"iis your mission, Purim. : i ;

" (Adapted from \‘*i_adish,_by Jacob Gordin)

Quiz

' The basic malg:ri'nl for a qu_i.z;'is in seclion Il of this 'poﬂfolit;._ Pt

PURIM SLIDES

Muy be reserved at the library of the Jewish ‘Education Committee, 1776 Broad-
way, New York City. The set consisting of 19 slides, rents for 95c. A machine may
also be. rented for a charge of $1 00 A deposit of $5.00 is required on the slides
and $10.00 on the machine.

. PURIM DAN CES

Dlrecﬂons for 8 children’s dunces Persian Harem Dance, Purim Chassidic Dance,
American Group Celebration of Purim, Spirit of Purim, Tel Aviv Carnival, Purim
Players, Misloach Monos Carriers and Purim, set of 8—25c. (Jé\\fish Education Com-
mittee of _Nevy York, 1776 Broadway, New York City.)
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ufsromc:AL SKETCH .

HERE °are few countries - in the
world which can lay ciaim fo_ a by M. Sanders

continuous Jewish settlement, such'as . - !
that ancient” land of Persia-Iran. The country In confrast to Esther htstory
country whose Kings ruled "at one is silent about her activities, except
time ‘“from India even unto Ethio- that she no “doubt. influenced her hus-
ia—one hundred and twenty-seven band Yazdgard® and her son; Bar-
provinces”- and had’ called themselves Haran Gor the Fifth, to tolerate and
“King of Kings” occupies no longer favour theirs. Jewish subjects. That
that proud place once held by the Yazdgard was acquainted with® the
rchaemean” and later the Sassanian Jewish re]lglon is illustrated by the
dynasties: "It is'now a buffer state’ with. following story from thc Talmud: —
its old_glory a dream! “Said R, Ashi: Huna bar Nathan re-
Yet to the Jewish people—thm proud lated to me the following: ‘On one
country is a Iand _of poignant occasion when I was. in the presence of
memories. _Year by year we are re- :
minded of the days.of Mordecai and and the King stretched out his hands
Esther when our people were

nigh on fifteen centuries' a great priests and “a holy nation.” ‘When I
section of ‘our people lived there and came-to Amemar and related this in-
helped to create spiritual values which cident he said: “In thee has been ful-
duly .became the most treasured ‘pos- filled: -“And kings shall be - your
sessions- of Judaism. At one period guardums ete.” Rashi, with his usual
Jewish leaders were in very high  intuition, notes that’ Huna bar Nathan
favour with the rulers ‘of the country was near to_the Kin

This was more so during the reign QUEEN gUSAN -
of one of the most enlightened Kings Likewise Amemar,
of.Iran, Yazdgard the First; who ruled Rav Ashi were frequent visitors to the
from the year 399-420°C.E, "corres- King’s palace.” All'hough “ Talmudic
ponding. to the period-.of Rabina and ~literature - is: silent about Princess
Rav Ashi, the redactors of the Susan, recent discoveries give us some
Babylonian Talmud. There is:an
undercurrent- of mystery. as’ to ‘the to her people, and it is no wonder why

reason why ‘this King showed such her memory was treasured for a long

high regard for the .Jewish® scholars period. The well-known tomb in
and especially for the leader of the Hamadan, krown as Esther’s Tomb,
Jewish community—the Resh Galuta is a place of pilgrimage -to Persian
—the head of the Exile. . ' ]ewry even to thlS day. It is a simple,

"Yazdgard, who-was one of the most impressive structure. ‘The building has
enhghtened Kings, -had his praises been restored more than’ once in re-
suiig™ by contemporary Jewish - and cent timés. "The famous ]cmsh travel-
Chnstlan historians. _He . ,was
“merciful-and good I{mg, blessed ‘by tomb as being that .of Esther and
all; the benefactor of.the poor who Motrdecai.
spent ' every moment of his life in tién i§ with Shushan and not with
doing acts.'of .kindness.”: Yet by the . “Hamadan. (It is pnv.sihle that after
official " Iranian: chromcles he was"- many hundreds of. years, the people
the transgressor,, the -incarnation of -associated with. the ° tomb ancl
wickedness. ~Even his death
attributed to divine mstlgatmn—as a 'recorded by the Arab. geograplier Al-
pumshment for his persccuuan of the Maqdisi that the Jewish quarter.: of
Zoroastian priests. It must be assumed Ispahan called Al- ~Yahudiyya,
that his tolerance of- other religions founded by the Jewish captives of
in his empire did not meet with ;the Nebuchadnezzar..© Actually, - from ~a

ﬁre worshipping priests. - feld;

"It -was during. his reign :'that.-a Iranian anthumes, we aré able to
Jelwlsh girl once more became. the ‘glean valuable:information . about the
.eapsort of the Klng and thus followed- Queen ‘Susan. The’ manuscrlpt which

the f{)otsteps of Queen  Esther, the is written in-Palilavi,-is a copy of an

ughter of ' Abihail. -She. was a earlier book writtenn dufing the reign
’mghter of the “Resh Galuta,” and of Kavat or-Kobad dbout the year 500
er name was Shushan-Dukht —the C.E., roughly about: 60 years .after
Jrincess Susan; and ‘it was due to her Queen Susan’s death. It -was at one
{hat a few monuments of Jew:sﬁ in- time the Baedekeir of a Sassanian
tercv-‘.t have been’ prescrved in that princess, Behafrid; and it contains

?—&&ntb\ W t

A PERSIAN TALE =~ |

Iran:

King Yazdgard, my girdle slipped down"

in and picked it .up and placed it round -
mortal danger of extermination. For .me and said “ye are>a kingdom of"

Mar Zutra and

idea of=the services she had rendered

‘the -ler Benjamin of Tudela mentions the -

Actually - Esther’s ‘associa-’

described as '“Yazdgard Baza-Gar'— forgot the. real. name of ‘the Queen --

they . accredited it to Esther.’Likewise it is.:

was.

approval of: the.Chabiru_the Magian manuscript deciphered by Dr. Herz-
" = one of the_greatest authorities on

Lﬁ"w&tﬁ’bkﬁﬁj}fﬁ.&,@g s o

gengraphlcal character - sketches* of "~
In one chapter\it is]said-that
Yazdgard founded Hamadan, meaning
of course that'during his reign it was -
rebuilt, It further states that Susan
and Shushtar were built by the Queen ,
Shushan-dukht, wife of ' Yazdgard, .
mother of Bar-Haram 'the Fifth and
daughter of the “King of the. Jews,”
the Resh-galuta. In the third statement
it is recorded that.i!Gay.-was. built by
Yazdgard at the request of his wife,
Shushan-dukht, who founded a Jew-
ish colony. there » Gay, later called
Al-Yahudiyya, is the. Jewish quarter.
of Isaphan., To-day almost all the
Moslem shrines ‘in that quarter were
originally Jewish places of worship.
Thus from this interesting account
it can be rightly inferred that thé
Jewish colonies of Ispahan and Hama-
dan in Pcr‘ua do not, as was gener-.
ally supposed date back to the
Babylonian' captivity but to the fourth
century and that they 'owe - their
existence to Queen Susan. Tradition,
however, has. erronously linked her
name’ with, hef great . predecessor;
Queen Esther —an understandable’
error. But_happily her name, thanks
to recent - research, has - not been
.entirely forgotten, The Beth Hamid-
‘rash which she founded neaw Ispahan
and now a Sufi- sanctuary—thuugh‘
bearing -Esther’s: name (it is called |
“Esther Khatun")—wm also founded
by her. -

UNFORGOTTEN

. Tt-is one of history's ironies that
this great-hearted queen should 1 by rea-",
sson of geo;,raphy live on in the memory-
of our people as one linked-if not’
completely . merged . with ‘the  great
‘Queen Esther herself. Perhaps Queen :
Susani would have welcomed this mis-
taken identity. “Ta he associated with
Esther in“the minds of our - people -
was-rio small tribute to her own gifts |
of character. Like her great predeces-.
sor, she was ever faithful to the-re-
-llngI’l of her. ancestors.

In her lifetime .she had mﬁuenced
her husband.and son to'seek the wel-
fare of her -people. Unlike Esther
before - hér-she had never denied her
origin. The peaceful reign of her hus-
band gave the-opportunity to Jewish
scholars to conserve for posterity the'
~great traditions of old. Babylon.

Although her name did not find a.
place in that great work—the Talmud
—there is' no' doubt that "her good y
deeds helped in its- successful com-
pletion. © The ~second _ great Jewish.
Queen of Persia certainly deserves an
hanoured place in the history of our'
people
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Dear President and Cultural Chairman:

As in previous issues of the Guide, our purpose is to help
your Chapter to celebrate the holiday of the season; to gain
insight into the activity of the month; and to integrate the
two whenever possible.

We Mizrachi Women are especially and exceptionally
equipped to find in our religious precepts and customs, the
inspiration for our day to day work.

Every holiday contains an eternally timely message for us
—but Purim, because of its lovely story and its many familiar
and delightful customs, lends itself particularly to a variety
of celebrations.

In this issue of the Guide you will find material from
which to construct various types of programs.

The contents fall into two large categories:

1. An evaluation of the Purim story from the viewpoint

of the ideals of Mizrachi Women; and .

2. Some suggestions for adapting tradttmnal Punm cus-

toms for our Chapter celebration of this holiday.

You will find suggestions and lists of available material
for a variety of Purim festivities. (We say festivities instead
of meetings, because Jews are commanded to be merry and
to feast on Purim.) Your Purim party may consist of nothing
more than an exchange of Mishloach Manot or it may be a
gala carnival. Whatever its scope make it a gay party!

Jewish holidays by custom celebrate the events of the past
and ac the same time, recall our obligations to the present
and the future. We therefore urge that you include in your
Purim festivities, some plans to advance our contribution to
Ma’ot Chitim and to World Jewish Child Day. Plan your pro-
gram in consultation with the Ma’ot Chitim chairman and the
World. Jewish Child Day Chairman® who will be receiving
other program material from their committees.

We hope that this Guide will enable your Chapter to cele-
brate Purim in the true traditional festive manner. A happy
holiday to you all.

Sincerely yours,
JuprtH P. MANDELBAUM, Chairman
National Cultural Dept.
Juria KAtz Secretary
National Cultural Dept.



Opening Prayer

The Lord wrecked the counsel of the heathen
Frustrating the plans of the crafty,

When against us rose a wicked man,

A hateful offshoot of Amalek, ¢
Who grew in wealth and dug his own grave.
It was his power that ensnared him.

He wished to entrap and was entrapped;
He sought to destroy and was destroyed.
Wicked Haman heaped guilt upon guilt.
He hid his crafty plans in his heart,
'And gave himself over to evil.

He laid his hands on godly people,

Spending his wealth to destroy their name.
The wicked planned to cut off the righteous
But the impure was caught by the pure.

All the people of the world were agape
When Haman’s pur because our Purim.
The upright were saved from evil men;
The enemies were put in their place.

The Jews undertook to make Purim,
To rejoice each and every vyear.

Thou didst hear Mordecai and Esther,
‘Thou didst hang Haman and his sons.

From the Prayer Book

MIZRACHI WOMEN'S

Suggested President's Message

“With the arrival of the month of Adar, one should be
exceedingly joyful.” (Ta'anit 29 a)

HIS command reflects the place which Purim holds as a fes-

tival particularly dear to the hearts of Jews through all the
ages. What makes this holiday so particularly joyous? The
poetic siniplicity of its story and the telling of it. The all too
familiar face of Haman—whether in Persian garb, with
Hitler's moustache, in Nasser's military attire or in the guise
of the thousands of large and small persccutors of the Jews
throughout the centuries. And is not the fact of our survival,
the rebirth of Israel and the existence of Mizrachi Women
itself, testimony to the fact that among our Jewish people at
all times and in all places, the appearance of a Mordecai and
an Esther was far from uncommon. '

The story is told of the cheerful old Jew whose unflagging
high’ spirits helped him and his fellow victims to endure the
brutalities of Hitler with unbroken spiric. A less optimistic
neighbor, demanded one day, “Give me one reason to be cheer-
ful—or confess that you are crazy.”

“I am not crazy!” retorted the old Jew quietly. “I am only
determined to survive these times. When 1 remember that the
defeat of Pharoah’s ambition to enslave the Jews and of
Haman's plot to annihilate them, brought us Pesach and
Purim, with their Matzohs and Hamantashen—I am deter-
mined to enjoy the delicacy and the festival which the Jews
will invent to commemorate Hitler's downfall.”

Well, somehow we have invented no special delicacy and
festival to commemorate Hitler’s downfall. Perhaps because
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we Jews in all the world have been busy building a differ-
ent kind of memorial, a Jewish homeland in Israel; perhaps
because we have already exhausted all possible delicacies in
connection with other holidays and perhaps because the Hitlers
and the Nassers and the Hamans come so fast and must be
so many times defeated that the celebration of each valiant
victory of Israel over its enemies would leave us with no
ordinary weekdays.

In any case, Purim is traditionally a holiday for the cele-

bration of the downfall of all the Hamans who have risen
against the Jews since Haman’s ancestor Amelek. So today,
just as -the Jew is commanded to forget his habitual modera-
tion at home, and to toast Purim with real festive spirit. Let
us forget our diets and our customary moderation and eat not
one hamontash but three in memory of Haman’s undoing, of
Hitler’s p9prn and this year and from this year hence, of
Nasser’s defeat. )

6 ' MIZRACHI WOMEN'S -

The Book of Esther:

A Record of History — A Guide for Today

1

This is an evaluation of the Book of Esther, which reviews
the historic events at Shushan in terms of the life of the Jewish
.people of today and of the goals of Mizrachi Women. The RBook
. s divided into several sections and it is hoped that it will help the
membei"s of your Chapter to renew and increase their awareness
of and faith in the Jewish values contained in the story of Esther.
We suggest tl‘latlat your Purim meeting; each section be assigned
for reading by a different member. This was the custom in many

lands for the readings of the Book of Esther in the synagogue.

v

s

HE beau;iful story (’)f_ Purim is f,amiliz;t to all of us. It is
the story of Esther’s courage and faith in G-d which saved

the Jews of Persia from Haman’s plot for their destruction.
It is the story of the confirmation of such faith, of the self-

‘assertion of the Jewish People and of the defeat and destruc-

tion of their enemies,

The story is beautifully told in the Book of Esther. Who
among us has not heard the Megillah read year in year out
since earliest childhood and rejoiced in the mention of Esther
and.Mordecai and blotted out the name of Haman with grog-
ger and with shouts?
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The Purim Story

Esther was a beautiful Jewish maiden, who was brought
to the royal palace of Shushan by her uncle Mordecai, when
King Ahasuerus commanded the maidens of the land to be
brought before him. She was chosen for her beauty to replace
Queen Vashti who had incurred the ill-favor of the king.
She did not reveal her Jewish origin in the Palace. However,
when informed of Haman’s ploc to kill the Jews and of
the fact that the king had authorized this outrage, she
agreed to reveal that she was a Jew and to plead for the
. safety of her people—in spite of her fear of the king’s wrath.
Her courage, intelligence and faith in G-d were rewarded.
Haman unwittingly prescribed the honor to be bestowed upon
Mordecai and the punishment for himself. Thus he was forced
to lead Mordecai in kingly garb on the king’s mount through
the streets of Shushan before he and his ten sons were hanged.
Mordecai was given a post of honor in the k'ing’s court. The
Jews were authorized to defend themselves against their
enemies and to appropriate the goods of their enemies. They
defeated their enemies but refused to take the spoils.

This is a brief synopsis of the Purim story. But the
Megillah and the many commentaries on it reveal much more
than the sequence of events. For us, who in our service seck
always the Jewish way- of life, the lessons of the Book of
Esther are worthy of review. '

8’ ’ MIZRACHI WOMEN'S -

Esther Jewish “Heroine”

The personality of Esther, which emerges clearly in the
Megillah is different from what we are accustomed to expect
in heroines of history, including our own Jewish history.
Esther is neither ambitious nor aggressive. She neither aspires
to be a queen nor a heroine of her people. She becomes both—
almost in spitc of her own wishes and efforts. She exemplifies
the more typical, universally sought virtues of Jewish woman-.
hood—modesty, humility, faith in G-d and a strong loyalty
to her people. : '

Thus—Esther did not choose to compete for the queen’s
crown. She was brought to the Palace “when the king’s com-
mandment and his decrees were publiéhéd, and when many
maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the castle. . . .
(Book of Esther—XI-8) ' :

»”

Esther was exceedingly humble. Each maiden who was
brought before the king was given whatsoever she desired
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to adorn her. When Esther was sent for, “she required nothing
but what Hegai the king’s chamberlain appointed.” (Ibid—
XIII-16)

In spite of the fact that Esther won favor in his eyes she
regarded herself as a captive of the heathen king. Mordecai
sat every day at the king’s gate to keep an eye on her. Thus it
was that his refusal to bow down before Haman was rendered

SO conspicuous.

Esther was timid. When Mordecai charged her to go to the
king and “make supplication for her people,” her immediate
reaction was no heroic gesture of self-sacrifice. Rather it was
the more common, human reaction, — hesitation to risk
her life. As she informed Mordecai, “Whosoever shall
come unto the king; who is not-called, there is one law
for him, that he be put to death, except such to whom the king
shall hold out the golden sceptré' that he may live.” (Ibid—
XV-9)

Noné.-"the:l.ess.,. when Mordecai bade her think of her
people and not only of herself and when he reminded her,

that their fate would be hers, Esther called upon G-d’s help

through prayer and fasting, and prepared to risk the fate she
feared, for the sake of her people. This is the type of courage
in spite of fear, which we Jewish women have been called upon

to show innumerable times. Typical too of the capacity-

shown by the average Jewish woman, in numerous historic
emergencies, is the unsuspected ingenuity and wit with which
this simple and guileless young woman proceeded to ensnare
the shrewd and conniving Haman!

Esther is truly one of-us. Our queen and our sister. How
many Esthers can be found in the ranks of Mizrachi Women!
Mizrachi Women was built by the Esthers of today and con-
tinues to grow and expand because they are many.

10 _ . MIZRACHI WOMEN'S
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Mordecai's Message

“Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the
king’s house more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether
holdest thy peace this time then will relief and deliverance
arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and thy father’s
house will perish; and who knoweth whether thou art not
come to royal estate for such a time as this.” (Ibid—XV-13)

This is the basic rule of survival which the Jewish people
have learned with more or less anguish many times and in
many places. It might have been addressed to those of Ger-
many, albeit few in number who only yesterday thought that

‘they could bargain with Hitler for personal survival and

escape the fate of their people. It might have been written
today for the few Jews, here and there, who enjoying a measure

of prosperity and security, are indifferent to the need of per-
secuted Jews elsewhere in the world and to the needs of Israel.

Mizrachi Women’s program is solidly based on the truths
expressed by Mordecai that no Jew can be completely secure
until all Jews are safe and Israel strong; “that relief and
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deliverance” will indeed arise to the Jew from “another
place”; that those who are come to “royal estate” to some
measure of wealth and influence, must consider that they
have come to that position for “such a time as this,” to be able
to help Israel in her need, and should use their high positions
and wealth for that end.

avn e
P el

Faith in G-d

The book of Esther is the only book in the Bible which
does not mention the name of G-d. Yer it is permeated with
faich in Him. For us it is an example of faith through deeds.
Just _as Mordecai’s counsel, Esther’s deeds and G-d’s inter-
cession can be recognized as the acts of and rewards for faith,
so the Mizrachi Women’s program gives us all the opportun-
ity to live by the teachings of the Torah, through the service
we give. :

12 MIZRACHI WOMEN'S

The Continuity of Purim

Although Purim celebrates a specific event, it also cele-

brates: from the beginning of its observance, a recurring type
of event. The Haftorah for Purim read on the Sabbath be-
fore Purim reminds us of one of Haman’s ancestors, Amalek,
and of the destruction of that enemy. Haman is said to be a

- descendent of Amalek. So recurrent is the Purim story, in

fact, that for many years it was the custom for communities
and even for families to declare a Special Purim in remem-
brance of an impending disaster averted with G-d’s help.

i

Modern Jews, are accustomed to recalling on the day of
Purim, the historic deliverances, ancient and modern that have

occurred since Haman's time.

We, Mizrachi Women cannot fail to find in the Book of
Esther and in the observance of Purim, a parallel to our own

times and our own role in these times. Our. participation in
the Youth Aliyah which has brought “relief and deliverance”

to thousands of Jewish Youth; our schools and projects in

‘Israel which have restored these children to a good Jewish

life and to service to Israel are our special cause for Purim

Jjoy. .

This then, is the message of Purim and the Book of Esther.

This is why Jews are commanded:
OF THE MONTH OF ADAR, ONE SHOULD BE EXCEED-

INGLY JOYFUL.”

CULTURAL GUIDE
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Suggestions for Your Purim Program

URIM is a holiday rich in symbols. The special value of
such symbols is that they can be used to represent not
only their historic inspiration but also the life of today. All
of us hope to be celebrating Purim at home and in the syna-

.- gogue. We will be eating hamontashen, exchanging *“por-

LE]

and hearing the megillah. Let us use these same sym-
bols of Haman’s defeat and Jewish victory in our Chapter cele-
brations in such a way that our Purim is specifically a MWOA
Purim and our celebration an individual supplement to those
in which we participate elsewhere. .

Purim is observed by:

THE READING OF THE MEGILLAH

In this issue you will find the Megillah of World Jewish

" Child Day, We also have available the Megillah N’shei Miz-

rachi which you will receive on request.

THE SENDING OF PORTIONS (MISHLOACH MANOT)

Instead of serving refreshments as usual, invite each mem-
ber to bring a plate of Purim treats including, of course, the
indispensible hamontash to exchange with the other members
of the Chapter. The coffee or other drink could be prepared
as usual, but the table should be arranged to acommodate
the napkin-covered paper plates brought by each member.

(14 ’ MIZRACHI' WOMEN'S
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. ERASING HAMAN’S NAME .

The Jews in many lands have employed different devises
for obliterating Haman’s name from the pages of history. It
has been blotted out by the noise of groggers, erased from two
stones rubbed together and scraped from the soles of shoes.
May we suggest that Mizrachi Women eradicate Haman’s
name by a contribution for Ma’ot Chitim. Here is a suggestion
for carrying out this idea.

Sentences from the Megillah where Haman'’s name ap-
pears, should be copied on large sheets of paper and hung on
the walls. Make as many copies of these sentences as are
needed. Write Haman’s name in Bold or colored letters so it is
conspicuous. Every. member may be invited to eradicate
Haman’s name by tacking or taping a dollar for Ma’ot Chitim

~over Haman’s name. Be sure to prepare enough sentences to

accommodate all members. Have scotch tape or thumb tacks
on hand.

Here are some of the many sentences you will find in the
Megillah: ‘ .

“After these things did King Ahasuerus promote HA-
MAN.”

“The king and HAMAN sat down to drink.”

“All the kings servants prostrated themselves before
HAMAN.”

" “They told HAMAN to see whether Mordecai’s words

would stand.”
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"HAMAN saw that Mordecai bowed not down.”

“Then was HAMAN full of wrath.”.

"“Wherefore HAMAN sought to destroy all the Jews.”

“And the king took his ring from his hand and gave it
to HAMAN.”

“"There was written according to all HAMAN had com-
manded.”

"They cast Pur before HAMAN from day to day.”

CARNIVAL

This is an appropriate season for Bazaars, auctions, mas-

querades and other gala fi.mi raising events for Mizrachi
Women’s projects.

PURIM SEUDAH (FEAST)

If you have a luncheon or tea scheduled perhaps you could

~enhance it by turning it into a2 Purim seudah with the tradi-
" tional Purim decorations and foods. A crown of Esther center

piece could be of fruit or a decorated cake. Previous Purim

~ Guides are rich in suggestions for other decorations and foods.

TR 'MIZRACHI WOMEN'S

Jerusalem Adloyada

“VISION OF THE END OF DAYS” (see cover)
The float :pictured on the front page of this Cultural Guide was

‘another of the most popular floats. It was also prepared by our Beit

Hranoar of Baka. It depicts Nasser and Ben Gurion in friendly pose and
is captioned “Vision of the End of Days,” when according to the prophesy

- of Tsaiah “the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall

lie down with the kid.” :

CARNIVAL IN JERUSALEM

Reminiscent of a Punch and Judy Show, this prize winning float,
presented by the Mizrachi Women’s Beit H’anoar of Baka, in the Purim
Adloyada in Jerusalem last year, features a caricature of Israell Foreign
Minister Golda Meier beating a likeness of Egypt’s President Nasser,
hobbing up and down in a globe-shaped pot labeled “United Nations.”
Flags read “Gaza,” left and “Solomon's Bay,” right. The latter is Israell
name for the Sinai outpost of Sharm El Sheikh on the Gulf of Aquaba
recently given up by Israel
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A PURIM SHPIEL

A number of Purim scripts are available on.request' for
*Chapters who wish to present Purim plays at their celebra-
“tion. _ o

“The Purim Talent Scours,” A Light and Humorous Scrip*.
“Purim, Inc.,” a comic skit. - '

“Purim Operetta,” a Musical Script.

These are available as Purim Shpielen at our National

office,

nToYW1!INYM

‘PURIM SONGS

~ Purim is a time for imagination, inventiveness and parody.
‘We include in this issue some familiar songs and a variation
-on. one of them. May we. invite you to add to the historic store
of: Purim: fun by writing:some stanzas and ‘adaptations to
_these songs too. ahGY TRy ®ie g £
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HAMAN UNDONE—BROUGHT UP TO DATE

(A Parody)

Oh once there was a wicked, wicked man

And Haman was his name sir
He would have murdered all the Jews
Tho they were not to blame sir.

O, today we’ll merry, merry be
O, today we’ll merry, merry be
O, today we'll merry, merry be
And “nash” some hamantoshen.

But of his cruel and unkind ways
Mordecai did cure him

He hung him high and we give thanks
For this feast of Purim.

(Chorus)

Then Hitler rose against the Jews .
His object to destroy them

The louder grew our anguished cries
The more he did enjoy them.
(Chorus)

But Hitler died a tyrant’s death
And long we shall survive him
The Jew has built a homeland now,
From which no one can drive him.
(Chorus)

When Egypt saw our homeland thrive
It mightily disturbed him.
He thought he would demolish it

‘And no one would dare curb him.

(Chorus)

He sneered at little Israel
Proceeded to harass her

But one good dunking in Suez
Made *“naser” this Herr Nasser.
(Chorius)
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Let all who plot against the Jews
Reflect on this and tremble

When Haman's fate will be their own
To feast we will assemble.

(Chorus)

A PURIM LEID

Heint iz Purim brider, s’iz der yom tov groys!
Lo-mir zingen leider, geyn fon hoyz tsu hoyz, -

Lach Mord-che-le lach, a yom-tov’l mach.

Kinds kinder gedenken dem “nes”

Zingt brider- ]ach zmgt tantst frey-lach un Shprlnbt
Dem tyer-en “nes” nisht far-gest.

Ho-mon iz a ro-she, dos wveys ye-der yid,

O-ber G-t nigh-ko-she, shveigr dem ro-she nir,
Vart Ho menke, vart, du zei nit ge-nart

A "nes” hot ge-ton mit unz G-t

Zingt brider-lach zingt, tantst frey-lach un shprmgt
Mache kinder-lach gre-ser dem rod.

CHAG HAPURIM

Chag Purim, Chag Purim
Chag ga-dol hu la-y’hudim
Ma-sey-chot ra-a-shonim
Z'mi-rot, ri-ku-dim.

' Ho-vo na-ri-sha
. Rash, rash, rash (3)
Bo-ra-a-sho-nim.

Chag Purim, Chag Purim
Zeh el ze, shol-chim ma-not,
Mach-ma-dim, mam-ta-kim
Tufee-nim, mig-do-nos. (Chorus)

MIZRACHI WOMEN'S

Megillah of World Jewish_ Child Day

If your Purim Meeting is sehedutesl to consider World Jewish
Child Day, you may find this Megillah a useful way of opening
your program. This year, the ninth anniversary of World Jewish
Child Day is on March 23.

OW it came to pass in the days of Hitler, this is Hitler
who ruled and despoiled Europe, from Germany even
unto every corner of the continent and sought to conquer
all the world—that in those days his raée was great against the
Jews and six million were slaughtered and among them more
than a million youth perished. And it happened in those days
that the Jews of those lands out of the reach of Hitler’s
clutches, banded together to rescue Jewish children from his
sword and to bring them to Eretz Yisroel and there to enable
them to live and to grow. And so was established the Youth
Aliyah. And Mizrachi Women’s Organization became part of
this great rescue mission and did build homes and provide
dwellings and schools in Eretz Yisroel for the rebirth of these
youth and gave them G-d’s law for their ~way of life.

Now when the nations of the world.in common battle
against Hitler, for so was he finally defeated, brought peace
again to Europe—there were found throughout all the lands
of the continent thousands and thousands of Jewish children
without home or family—broken survivors of the catastrophic
years. Then did the Youth Aliyah rise to their need and did
gather from every corner of Europe the frightened and the
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starved, the homeless and all but lost children of Israel and
did bring this precious cargo home to Israel.

It happened at that time that our homeland was once again
restored to its people and Eretz became Israel among the
nations of the world. Then did the Mizrachi Women build
more homes and more schools and settlement houses and even
villages for the children—to serve their needs and to serve
Israel’s needs through their skills which they were taught
And Haman-Hitler plaguéd the world no more. .And Israel

rejoiced..

Then rose other Hamans against the Jews and against Israel, -

And it was clear that the work of Aliyah was far from done.
It was known that the needs of the Jewish children in every
corner of the world must be the concern of all Jews even unto
the youngest children throughout the world. And it was seen
that the bonds of love and friendship between the Jewish
children brought to Israel and those in the rest of the world
would serve as a blessing to both.

And the Youth Aliyah Organization wrote these things
and sent letters to all the Jews that were in all the parts of
the world to enjoin them to keep the second day of the month
of Nisan as World Jewish Child Day and it called upon all
men of good will to assist Israel to gather in the exiles, the
remnant of homeless Jewish children to Israel. And it did

“call upon the people to use this day “to build a bridge of

friendship between the victims of persecution, the youth now
citizens of the world’s youngest democracy and the children
of free democracies elsewhere,” and to encourage our children
in homes, schools and organizations throughout the world to
give their support to the Youth Aliyah Movement.

. .And this was in the year. 5707 on the second day of Nisan -

—and it has been a day for support to Youth Aliyah in all the
years since and the bridge has. grown stronger and more
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thousands of Jewish children have been brought home to
Israel.

Now therefore, is this a day of rejoicing to us and to the
tens of thousands of ingathered young exiles and to all Jews,
for G-d’s help in restoring them to the Jewish land, to the
Jewish way of life and to service to the Jewish homeland. And
it is a day of rejoicing for Mizrachi Women for our continued
ability to participate in this great work. Let this day be held by
us as a special Purim, a day of feasting and rejoicing and of
giving portions each to each and each to Israel.
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- Studies in the Weekly Sidra

Tetzave m3n
By Nehama Leibowitz, translated and adapted by Aryeh Newman

This is the third of a continuﬁ:g feature in the Cultural Guide.
It is the weekly Sidra which is read on Sabbath preceding Purim. -
The commentaries selected by .N:é._&ama Liebowitz succeed in drawing
from the text of each Sidra the léssom which make Torah the living
guide for our day-to-day activities as Jews, We have added some com-
ments of our own to help us rmden‘timd the program of Mizrachi Women
in relation to the history, religion and the prophetic destiny of the Jew-
ish people. We, therefore, urge that this section of the Guide be in-
cluded in the cultural portion of your meeting whenever possible. At the
least, it could be a reading. At best, it should provide the Cultural Chair-
man with the basis for an evaluation of Mizrachi program for the month
in relation to the text of the current Sidra. Such an evaluation should
begin with the quoted text, include the lessons gleaned by our sages
from the text, and conclude with an affirmation of Mizrachi program
as a program of faith. We think that this will help achieve two goals:
a) It will enrich our knowledge of Torah and will b) add still more
‘meaning to our efforts for the rebuilding of Israel.

AND THEY shall know that I am the Lord their God,
that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt,
that I may dwell among them;
I am the Lord their God. :
. (Exodus XXIX, 46)

The passage that we have just quoted serves as the close to a
chapter dealing with the rules governing the bringing of the
continuous burnt offering every morning and evening. What
is the connection between this passage and the sacrificial regula-
tions which precede it?
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Here is the answer given by Abarbanel:

Scripture was afraid that man might argue as follows:
Our God predisposed our nature to sin and for this reason
ordered the construction of an altar and sanctuary, as if it
were His pleasure that we sin and then repent. But the
matter is not so. For the Holy One blessed be He did not
institute the sacrifices until after the incident of the Golden
Calf when He saw that the people were intent on evil
and ready to sin. Then He presented them with the
remedy to heal them of their sickness, The purpose of
the altar and the priestly service was not to atone for
iniquities — it was better that man should not sin' and not
have to bring an atonement offering. But the purpose of
the altar was to bring daily morning and evening sacrifices.
These possessed no atoning qualities but were intended as
symbols of thanksgiving to the Almighty for all the good
that He had shown to His people.

Abarbanel’s motivation of the daily burnt offering will no
doubt puzzle many. Surely there are numerous precepts in the
Torah enjoined as expressions of thanksgiving to God? Did
thye require then to be particularly expressed in the form of
sacrifices? But this question does not only apply to the daily
burnt offering. It is one that applies to all the symbolic actions
that we are enjoined to perform. The author of the Sefer
Hachinuch, “Book of Instruction,” .explains the reason for the
precept enjoining the daily sacrifice:

We have been commanded to perform this service con-
tinually twice daily at dawn and sunset in order to con-
centrate our hearts and thoughts on cleaving to the Lord.
I have indeed mentioned on many occasions that man is
-governed and his nature aroused by his material preoccu-
pations. Just as man is naturally prompted to prepare
food for himself twice daily, evening and morning, so
is he commanded that he should make it his aim and
preoccupation to be engaged in the service of his Creator,
similarly twice daily, so that the labour of the servant on
his own behalf should not be more than his labour on
his Master’s behalf. And what is the purpose of all this?
To prompt him continually to remember his Creator.
(Precept 401)
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The above answer states the general aim and purpose of
the precepts. I have also seen another explanation suggested
by a great scholar. We are obliged to give thanks daily to the
Creator for two things which He performs for us every day.
The one is whereby He sustains us in life every day, morning
and evening, a thought embodied in the prayer ordained for
us in the morning.

By way of contrast we cite here once more from Maimonides’
Guide to the Perplexed, his views on the general purpose of the
commandments and the significance of the various -details
of each ceremonial. All of us, the common people as
well as the scholars, believe that there is a reason for
every precept; although there are commandments the reason
of which is unknown to us, and in which th ways of God’s
wisdom are incomprehensible. This view is distincly expressed
in Scripture. There is a cause for every commandment; every
positive or négative precept serves a useful object; in some
cases the usefulness is eident, e.g., the prohibition of murder
and theft; in others the usefulness is not so evident, e.g., the
prohibition of enjoying the fruit of a tree in the first three
years (Lev. XIX, 23), or of a vineyard in which other seeds
have been growing (Deut. XXII, 3). Those commandments,
which have an obvious purpose are called “judgments” (mish-
patim) ; those which have not are called “statutes” (chukkim).
. Thus our Sages comment on the following verse: “for it (i.e,
the Torah) is not a vain thing for you” (Deut. XXXII, 74),
and if it is a vain thing it is your fault.”” ‘That is to say, the
giving of these commandments is not a vain thing and without
any useful object; and if it appears so to you in any command-
ment, it is owing to the deficiency in your comprehension.

If we accept Maimonides reasonings we shall cease to look
for motivations for all the minutiae of Jewish religious cere-
monial but shall fulfil them-as expressions of the inscrutable
Divine will. The fulfillment of His will constitutes the pur-
pose for which we were created and the supreme aim of human
life. '
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Thoughts After Reading the Sidra

This Sidra Study examines the reasons for the daily services
which Scripture enjoins Jews to perform. Our Commentator
discusses this in relation to the portion of the Sidra which con-
tains the rules governing the daily sacrifices of burnt offerings
in the tabernacle. Using this daily service as a symbol, she
quotes numerous commentators to arrive at the answer which
is revealed in the very opening of her study.

The Commentators note that:

1. The reason for G-d's ‘command for daily prayer and
service is clearly stated in the passage quoted at the close of the
chapter. ; '

“And they shall know that I am the Lord their G-d
that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt

that 1 may dwell among them
I am the Lord their G-d.”

2. This service every morning and every evening is com-
manded not as an act of atonement but as a daily devotion to
the Creator,

3. There is a reason for this and for every command even
though the reason remains obscure to mankind.

4. While many beautiful symbolic interpretations have
been placed on the details of each Scriptural command, these
serve mainly to enbance our own insight into G-d’s love of His
people; but are not a prerequisite to the fulfillment of His will,

5. The excerpt from the Sefer Hachinuch avhich states:
“The labor of the servant on bhis own bebalf should not be more
than bis labor on bis Master’s bebalf” could be used to de-
scribe the Mizrachi Women Program, for in serving Israel we
serve also the G-d of Israel.
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Purlm Suggeshons. from Past Cultural

Guides

FEBRUARY 1948 ;
The Meaning and Observance of Pursm—pages Tar 8

FTEBRUARY 1949 ‘ .
A Purim Fashion Show—pages 13-15.

I EBRUARY 1950
Megillat N’shei szrachl {The Book of Mlzrachl Women)
—page 14.

' FEBRUARY 1951

Hack Nit Kein Chainik—A “Stop the Musu:
Purim Program, )

MARCH 1953
Purim in Many Lands—pages 5- 9

MARCH 1955 P
Purim Oddities—page 4.
* ok *

Copres of any.of the abov¢= may be obtamed by wrltmg
' to the national oﬂice _
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_ (Cantor:

IYoice:

(Cantor:

e Anner.:

( Music:
Anner. :

(M usic:
(ilazer:
Narr.:

" (Music:

King:

Chamberlain:

King:

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King :

Chamberlain :

King:
(Music:

'CHORD)

Chapter Three Hundred Seve-rily-_Sev-en‘ -
“A SONG FOR ‘QUEEN ESTHER”

SIGNATURE AND DOWN)

(ECHO) And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Coni-
mand the children of Israel that they bring unto thee pure:
oil olive:heaten for the light, to cause the. lamps to burn con-

" tinually in the tabernacle of the couglcgatmn and it shaH be-

a statute forever in your generations.”

UP WITH ORCHESTRA AND l‘ll\lSll)

The Eternal Light! . -

SIGNATURE AND DOWN) -

The National Broadcasting Company and its .tfhlmlul inde-
pendent stations make free time available to pr esent The
Eternal. Light, a. program wlm.h, comes to you under the

' auspices of The Jewish Theological Seminary of Amcrica.’

Taday, in celebration of the Festival of “Purim, we present
“A Song For Quecn Eslhcl by Mortml Wishengrad.
uPr. TO I‘INISH) ;

(HEINT IS PURIM, IBRLDER) :
(SINGS) Oh Purim's coming, thldl'l.li. T
The feast of fun and joy. '
So let us join in singing
Every girl and boy. -
SING Esther the Queen, sing Esther tlu. IFair,

Sing loudly her virtue, her charm;

How Mordecai toiled, how Haman was foiled,

How Israel was shiclded from harm.

Oh, Purim'’s coming, children, - . LS \
The festival of fun, 1y "4

So lift your voices gladly,.

-Come jOH‘I in EVE\'}'O“E ="

UP AND FADE OUT UNDER NARI{AIION)
Now it came to pass in the days when Ahasuerus was King
that he ordered his seven chamberlains to prepare a great

feast in the city of Shushan.
HE CLAPS HIS HANDS

Preparé couches of gold and silver,

(PROJECTING) Prepare couches of gold and silver. ~
Dust.off our sixteen hundred thousand golden goblets.
(PROJECTING) -Royalty is coming!

Invite all my relatives, .-

(PROJECTLING) Double the amount of [ood

Yes, of course. All kinds of food. Ransack my hundred and .
twenty-seven: pmvmces for ducks. hens, capons, phear,auts.
geese, quail, and pigeons. . .
fPROJrCT ING) Poullr}' beware!

Oh. but it's going to be a party no one will soon forget.

'HOP MEINE IIOI\‘IC!N -TASHEN" & ACCO\IPANY)
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King :

(M usic:
Narr.:

King:
Narr.:
King:

Chamberlain :
King:

Chamberlain
King:
Chamberlain :
King:
Chamberlain :
King:
Chamberlain :
King: -
Chamberlain :
King:
Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King :

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain ;

King:

Chamberlain :

King:

Capons, ducklings, cook them well,

Geese and quail and pheasants,

Cook them in a giant pot,

Stirred by eighty peasants.

Pullets, chickens fricassee,

Boiled and hroiled and roasted ;

Cook them in a lovely sauce,

Till they're golden toasted.

Quick, be quick, my chamberlains,

Pies, pastry, brandy,

And give each child throughout the land
Paper bags of candy . . .

UP AND FADE OUT UNDER NARRATOR)

When King Ahasuerus had finished his little song, he beamed
at his seven chamberlains and gave them a large wink, and
with a look full of meaning he said . . .

Tell Queen Vashti T shall want her to put on her royal crown
and come hefore my guests to show her beauty.

But Vashti refused to show herself in front of the King's
guests .. . and King Ahasuerus hecame furious.

(WITH FURY) I'm the King! Me! T am! The King!
Ahasuerus! Chamberlain, how dare she refuse my command !

Inexcusable behavior, Your Majesty.

The presumption of the woman! The insolence of the wom-
an! The audacity of the woman!

You shouldn't stand for it, your majesty.

I won’t stand for it.

You must defend the honor of the royal name.

I will. Why, if the Queen refuses to ohey the King ,
Ordinary women will step all over their husbands.
Exactly. :

Majesty.

Yes, Chamberlain.

-Much as I regret to say so .

(o on,
I must counsel that the time has come to choose a new queen.
Hmmmmm. Not a bad thought. Excellently counselled.

. Chamberlain, whom have you in mind?

Someone heautiful,

Good.

And someone dutiful.

Better.

Someone wise and modest,

Aha.

And charming.

l'PER}:.\I PTORILY) What' s her name?
I don't know.
(DISAPPOINTED) [fonsh!

But we'll ind her, your majesty.

Impossible, she doesn't exist.
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Chamberlain :

K:ing :

Chamberlain :
King:
Chamberlain :
King:
Glazer :

Glazer:

(Music:

Mordecai -
Esther:
Mordecai :

Esther:
Mordecai:

Esther:
Mordecai :

Esther:

( Music: .
Mordecai :

Soldier:

Esther

Ah, but she does exist, she must exist, and since she exists,
we will find her.

How?

We'll hold a contest. A contest for tlu. maiden who will be
Queen to King Ahasuerus.

Lovely, lovely, lovely. A beautiful 1dea. A most ingenious
idea. An idea of sagacity, and imagination, and virtue.
Thank you, Sire. 1 shall order your soldiers to go throughout
the land. They will be authorized to gather together every
eligible maiden,

Excellent. Hurry. Let's have the royal contest.
“HAVAY EEM NEE-SACHAYK NA”
PANY)

In Shushan town there lived a girl,

There lived a girl,

Haddassah was her name

Haddassah was her name

Till it was changed by Mordecai

And Esther it became ;

Till it was changed by Mordecai

And Esther it became.

Now Esther was an orphan girl,

& ACCOM-

. An orphan girl,

OfF virtue,-grace and beauty,

Of virtue, grace and beauty,

Who lived with Uncle Mordecai

To protect her was his duty.

Who lived with Uncle Mordecai

To protect her was his duty.

BRIDGE — UP AND FADE OUT LNDTR OPENING
LINES OF DIALOGUE)

Esther, my dear, it's impossible to hide here any longer.
But the soldiers are in the streets.

Then you must go.to meet them. They must not find you
hiding.

Uncle Mordecai, what will become of me?

We have the promise of the King that no one will be mo-
lested.

I am afraid.

Have faith, my Dear. He who led Abraham forth out of Ur
of the Chaldees will also watch over you.

T want to stay here with you. I want to be with my people.
I have no wish to be in any contest, I have no wish to be
Queen.

A BUGLE OFF MIKE)

It is out of our hands now, Esther. Be brave.

(SOUND OF AN IMPERIOUS KNOCK ON THE
DOOR, REPEAT) .
(OFF MIKE) In the name of Ahasuerus, Ruler over
Persia, 1 demand entrance into this house.

(CILOSE) Uncle Mordecai, don't leave me.
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.-S‘r;fd-s'r!r !

"Esther:
M orrfqu ;

isther:”
Mordecar:-

Esther:

Soldier:
Esther:
Soldier:

(M rmc
N arr

'M ordecai:

(Music:
" Narr.:

King:

- Chamtberlain :

, King:

Chaniberlain ;

King :

& l’mmbt’rhrm .

King:

C hmubc‘rfﬂm g

King: .

© Chamberlain :

King =

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King:- |
--Eisther:
King.:

“This one’ simpers.
“This one squints.
- This one giggles:

(}\S Bl* l‘Ol{]:) In the name of the Forfy-Two Ministers .

and the seven Chaniberlains. of King Ahasuerus, let me in.
I'romise me, Uncle Mordecai, that you will stay close by.

. I promise. (HASTILY ). Esther, you must promise me some-
thing.

" (OFF MIKE KNOCKING ON DOOR) S

~ What, Uncle? -
What ever happem do not. reveal that you are an Israelité. -
1f you did and the King should become displeased with you

for- any reason, then your.people would suffer harm

1 promise.
(DOOR OPENS, FOOTSTEPS)
(ON) Are you the maiden Esther? "

I am.

. Hold )ml'r face to the light. (PAUSE) f\ll- In the nanie. o'f

the 63rd Regiment of His Majesty’s Royal Legions T de-!

. .clare you most- eligible. Plea@e come at onr:e to the royal -

alace: =W ME Y, .
“CHAG PURIM” AND DO“"N)a P
Mordecai wept to see’ Esther go. He followed behind' as he

~ had promised, and thensthe palace gates closed after her.

(SING) Dear Esther, sweet Esther. oy

- They've taken her to test her . )
To see if. her beauty

.

Ts pleasing to the King.

. UP AND FADE QUT UNDER \IARRI\ TION)

Tt 'was not an easy contest, There were thousands and thou-
sands of eligible maidens, and the King and ‘his First Cham-
berlain would not leave the judging to other eyes. Day fol-

lowed day, week followed week, but neither. the King nor his’

royal Chamberlain -was satisfied.
This one isn't beautiful enough.
And this oneisn’t modest mough %

&

This one gushes.

This one is silly, .
This one is stupid, .~ ~

This' one has -no manners.

-This one has too many airs.

This one is too short.

This one is too tall. : )
This one is . . . (-SLO\(\"LY) This one is . .
SELF) Ah! .

T think so too, your majesty.

Hmmmmm.

Hmmmmm,

My dear young lady..

Do you address me, Sire?

T do. What is your name.

.6 + ' " .

b

. (TO HIM-

Esther:

King: . (:-,7

Chamberlaii :
"King:

Chamberlain :

Guitar :

&3 kambérfafu

King:

-

(M '?l;i-ir:' 0

. Narr.:

King:

-Narr. :

A

Bigthan :-
Teresh:
Bigthan:
Teresh;
Bigthan:.

~ There is no one to best her.
For hergrace and virtue

. Esther your ma]est3 :
(SO [T O) Chamberlain, a most 1g1eeable voice.
(SOTTO) And-a most agreeable manner,

* (TASTING THE SOUND OF IT) Quwn Esthen I like

that,

The two words do go together, don't they?

They do, don’t they? (HE CHUCKLES — A FATUOUS
SEL]~
very tuch indeed. Chamberlain. I have made up my mmd
The contest is over., Fsther will be my new Queen.

IN AND DOWN)"

' Queen Esther, Queen Esther O 1_,) :  F .

Are pleasing to the King.

My dear, T find you heautiful

[ hepe you will be dutiful;
Oh, TLord, yon have heen hountiful,
And Esther is my ‘Queen.

*UR AND FADLE OUT UNDER \IARRATIO\T) LY
“» And this is-the manner by which Esther, the orphan became

_Queento King Ahasuerus in the month of Tebet, in thc sev-
“énth year of the King’s reign. And the King loved her ex-
ceedingly. g

- My dear, what is vour opinion of the celor scheme of the fur-
niture? Do you ‘prefer blue.and silver with the onyx chairs,
- or do. vou think gold would be moré (Iellcltte-? Speak tip, my
*dear, T value your ‘opinion.

- The King, liad never heen more happy in his Tife, Ap(l Mor-+

decai, to whom all these- tidings were brought, re;glued great- ’
Iy. True to his word, Mordecai sat from noon to night béfore; |

the gates' of the palace, in order to‘see that 1o harm should:
come to Listher. : N,

(MOVING CLOSE) And :thisSis how it was: thaLune'day,
while Mordecai sat reaclmg from a large book, he clianced
“to overhear two of the King’s 1 "\dnmtem speakmg in a strange-
language. :

The Ing-kay.is an ap-say.

Eckchay. - :

He is an ool-fay.

And an ope- day. ’

_Teresh, al-pay, isten-lay eo-tay-e-may. I'ni- -ay ired-tay of-ay
eing-bay oor-pay, I'may ired- -tay of-ay eing-hay ushed-pay

) q:roun(l ay. : m,‘
eriod-pay. Oiy- hay @I)Dut ay ‘oo-yay, id

Teresh
Narr.:

Bigthan :

- Terésh:

" 50 to his learned ears the words made sense . .. .
Teresh, my_good. friend, as one Minister to annther, let me

. Is what?

” Eck-chay.
Now Mordecai knew all the seventy languages of man. And
as follows.

say candidl y that our good King Ahasuerm is .

~
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Bigthan :
Teresh ;
Bigthan :
Teresh
Bigthan:
Teresh:
Bigthan :
Teresh:
Bigthan :

Teresh:

Esther:

Mordecai :
Esther:

Mordecai:
Esther:

Mordecai :

Narr.:

" King:

Haman:
King:

Haman:

Guitar :

Glazer:

He's a fool.

[ grant you that.

[le doesn't deserve to he King.

I grant that also. But who does?

Me.

What have vou in mind ?

A dagger.”

That would do it nicely. But it's a risky business.

After we take care of Ahasuerus, you proclaim me King and
I proclaim you the King's Treasurer.

(SLOWLY) The idea has possibilities . . . I might go so far
as to say that it has . . . large possibilities.
(FADING) Now quite by accident, I own a dagger. A dag-
gler of daggers. This dagger, my dear colleague, is so sharp
that . . .
(FADING IN) I ran immediately to the Chambeérlain and
revealed the plot against the King. Oh, bless you, Mordecai,
bless you a thousand times. For the wicked ministers have
already been seized and no harm will befall the King.
Iisther, my dear.
Yes, Uncle,
I believe you'va grown fond of Ahasuerus.
I believe I have. (LAUGHS) He's a little foolish sometimes,
but for a King he’s quite lovable.
I'm doubly glad now that I was able to save his life. Have no
fear, Rest easy in your mind, dear Esther. From now -on
there isn't anything that can happen.
(SLIGHT PAUSE)
But Mordecai was wrong. In place of the traitorous minis-
ters, King Ahasuerus made a single appointment.
(FI.LOURISH OF TRUMPETS)
Haman, the son of Hammadatha the Agagite.
Your Majesty,
Know all men that from this day I appoint Haman to he
my first minister.
I am Haman, first minister of the realm. Bow down and
prostrate yourselves before me.
“SONG OF THE PURIMSPIELER”) HASSIDIC
FOLKMELODY p. 485 “PURIM ANTHOLOGY BY
GOODMAN)

Now Haman was an evil man,
The foulest villain in the land,

* This Haman, foul Haman,

the blackest soul of all.

But, dear children, calm your fears,
Sigh no sighs and shed no tears

For Haman, foul Haman

Did infamously fall.

On with our story,

Haman is approaching

The place where Mordecai
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(Music:
Haman:
Mordecai

Haman:
Mordecai:
Haman:
Mordecai :
Haman :
Movrdecai ;
Haman:
Mordecai:
Haman:

( Music :
King:

Chamberlain :

King

Haman:
King:

Haman:
King :

Haman :
King :
Haman :

King

Haman:
King:
Haman:;

King:
Haman: ,

King:
Haman:
King :

Sits at the palace door.

Bow down, shouts Haman.

Bow, you down before me,

For my name is Haman,

And I alone am Lord.

OUT SHARPLY)

I said, bow down, I am your lord. )

You are wrong, sir. There is only one Lord to.whom I may
bow down. The Lord our God.

Bow down to me and kiss my foot.

I cannot, I shall not.

[ am the Minister of the King.

And I am a servant of God.

You've said enough. Your name. .

What do you wish with me?

Your name. .

People call me Mordecai. Mordecai, the Israelite

Mordecai, the Israelite. That's all T want to know.
(PROJECTING) Soldiers, sound your trumpets. Haman
returns to the palace,

TRUMPET BRIDGE)

Haman, you come at a most inopportune time. My Chamber-
lain is showing me my garments for the new season. °

It can wait. Your Majesty.

(POUTING) Somehow everything that pleases me must
wait . . . while everything that vexes is pushed hefore my
nose. What is it, Haman?

Sire. I have been examining the royal treasury.

Money, money, money. Don't talk to me about money. Talk
to my chamberlain. He handles such things.

Majesty, I must speak to you. Your treasury is very low.
Oh. Very well, Chamberlain see that our next hanquet lasts
only three wecks.

Your Majesty.

Speak Haman. What is it?

No need to economize . . . there are Israelites in your King-
dom. .
Yes?

We shall tax them.

But ...

We shall tax with a special tax. A tax of 100 per cent upon
everything they possess.

That means you will confiscate . . . _
Everything they possess. And 1 assure you they won't com-
plain.

Really, Haman?

- T'll take the small precaution of seeing that they are all dead.

Dear me. Rather drastic, don't you think?

9
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Haman:

King:

Chamberlain :

King:
Haman:

(Music:
Mordecai :
Esther:

Mordecai :

Esther:

Aordecai :
Esther:

Mordecai :
Esther:
Mordecai :

Esther:

Mordecai :
Esther:
Mordecai ;
Esther:

Glaser:

Narr,:

_(Mmf'r: :
King:

Esther:
King:

A necessary step, King Ahasuerus. These people plot against
your life. They cause unrest in your kingdom. They foment
rebellion. They have contempt for your gods and your idols.
Your Majesty, we cannot abide differences in our Kingdom.
Those who are not absolutely like everyone else must he
eliminated.

(AFTER A PAUSE) Chamberlain, what do you think?

I do not like it, Sire.

Haman, surely there must be some other way.

No other way. Your Majesty has given me his confidence.
Believe me now . . . I act for the good of the Kingdom.
Every Israelite must be destroyed.

TRUMPETS DARKLY AND HOLD FOR A BRIDGE)
Esther, you are exaggerating the seriousness of the news.

I wish it were so, Mordecai, hut it was told me by my ladies-
in-waiting.

It is only court gossip. .\ wild rumor. Such things cannot
happen.

Uncle, it was the King's loyal chamberlain who gave the news
to my ladies.

(PAUSE)

Haman. Haman is the one.

Yes. Oh, Ahasuerus, my husband, my King, how can you
allow yourself to be so deceived !

Esther, go to him.

To Ahasuerus?

Yes. You must.

No one may go to the King unless the King calls. It is the law
of the palace, Mordecai. Whosoever goes before the King
without having first heen summoned, that person may be
summarily put to death. Even the Queen.

You must chance it then.

I may be killed.

It you do not go, vour people will be killed.

I have no alternative then.

(PAUSE)

I shall fast. Mordecai go among the Israelites and tell them
that this day shall be the Fast of Isther. Beseech them to
pray for me even as | pray for them.

}I)Célg’z PURIM ANTHOLOGY. FOLK-SONG) (LYR-
Esther fasted all that day and in the small houses of Shushan,
thousands prayed for her. Finally, while the entire court held
its breath, Queen Esther boldly approached the throne of
the King.

OUT OMINOUSLY) -

(ANGRILY) Who is it that comes hefore the King without
being summoned?

It is Esther, Your Queen,

Oh, Oh. well. That's something else again. Madame, your
life is much too valuable to risk this way.
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Lsther:

King:

Esther:
King:
Esther:
King:
Esther :
King:
Esther:
King:
Haman :
Esther :
Haman:
(M usic:
Narr.:

Haman:

Narr.:
Haman:

(Music:

King

Chamberlain -

King

Chamberlain :

King

Chamberlain -

Kings

Chamberlain :

Kings'

| had to come, Sire,

But suppose 1 had a touch of indigestion and were in a bad
mood. My dear Isther, dreadful things could happen. Un-
thinkable things. Now, why have you come, my dear?

I have prepared a banquet, Your Majesty.

Capital. Am I invited?

It would be no banquet without you.

What a pretty speech. When is it to be?

Tomorrow evening. .
Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful. Who else is coming?
Anyone I know ? '

1f ‘my Lord Haman would honor us with his presence, I
would be most happy.

Haman, do you hear that? (LAUGHS FATUOUSLY)
Lucky for you I'm not a jealous man. Invited by the Queen
herself.

[ am deeply fattered, my gracious Queen,

Then you will come, Haman? o
Nothing could prevent it. Queen Esther. I am ecstatic with

joy.

AYBLARIC OF TRUMPETS AGAIN)

Haman gloated hecause the Queen had honored him, but

when he saw Mordecai outside the palace gate, his exultation

became an evil thing. )

What good are the favors of the Queen to me so long as this

man whom 1 hate remains alive? I shall take counsel with

Zeresh my wife.

And Zeresh who was as evil as Haman gave him her wicked

counsel.

You are absolutely right, Zeresh. I shall build a gallows fifty

cubits high . . . and Mordecai will hang from it.

TRUMPETS ONCE AGAIN)

Chamberlain, tell them to stop that infernal racket, it's gotten

so, a man can't sleep. Chamberlain, make them stop.

(PROJECTING) Trumpeters, have done. Have done.

CUT TRUMPETS .. .)

Thank you very much. Now go back to sleep. Your Majesty.
(SOUND OF HAMMERS . .. LOUDLY)

Now what in the name of Persia is that?

Haman has given an order to build a gallows fifty cubits high.

Well, tell them to wait till morning. Why does everything

happen to me?

(PROJECTING) Stop your hammering. (CUT SOUND)

Go home, all of you. Come back in the morning. (PAUSE).

Much better, Your Majesty.

My head. I'm afraid the night is ruined. [ simply won’t be

able to sleep after this.

Drink a little wine.

No.

Perhaps a little walk.

No. Chamberlain, read to me.
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Chamberlain :

King:
Chamberlain:

King:
Chamberlain :

King:
Chamberlain :

King :

(Music:
King:
Esther:
King:
Esther:
King:
Chamberlain :

Esther:
Guitar:

Esther:

King:

Esther:
King:
Esther:

Very well, Sire. I shall read from our daily chronicles. I read
... Date of six months past . . . The plot to assassinate the
King foiled by the Israelite Mordecai. On the morning of
the sixth day, the Israelite Mordecai overheard . . .
Wait . . . Chamberlain, wait. It comes back to me clearly.
This man Mordecai . . . he saved my life.
He did, Sire.
How did we reward him?
Let me see.
(PAUSE) )
There is no mention of any reward.
Ridiculous. Read further.
I'm afraid, Sire, we completely forgot a reward for this loyal
subject.
No wonder T couldn’t sleep. Terrible, terrible, terrible. How
could we be so ungrateful! I'll speak to Haman about it at
Queen Esther's banquet. No, I shan’t wait. I'll do something
about it now. Chamberlain, strike the gong.
(SOUND OF GONG) i
BRIDGE . .) -
(FADE IN HAMAN AND AHASUERUS AD-
LIB ... LAUGHING)
Haman, there's something I meant to speak to you about . . .
but this is Esther’s banquet . . . and so no business. My dear,
Esther will you sing for us? :
[ am not in the mood, Your Majesty.
Nonsense. Do something. Something pretty, something gay
. .. you know what I like.
Your Majesty, truly, T have no disposition to sing at this
moment.
(POUTING) I'm a very disappointed King. My Chamber-
lain is diasppointed.
I am, dear queen.
Very well. (SHE SINGS)
THE TUNL IS “ANT PURIM" BUT RETARDED AND
MOURNFUL)
I sing, my King,
My King, I sing,
But my heart is cold and sad.
Yet since you command, I shall pretend
My heart is gay and glad.
Lalalalalalalala
Lala la la lal lal lal la,
(ljal Lalala...(SHE CANNOT CONTINUE... MUSIC
UT)

Esther . . . oh, Esther . .. My Dear, I thought this was to
be a happy occasion.
Forgive me . . hut T am filled with sadness.

But why? For what reason, my dear?
Because orders have been issued to put the people of Israel
to death. ‘
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King:
Esther:
Haman:
Lsther:

King:
Listher:
King:

King:
Esther:

King:

Esther:
Haman:
King:.
Haman:
King:
Haman;
King:

Chamberlain :

King:

Chamberlain :

King:

(Music:

King:

Glazer:

Esther:

Those were my orders, Queen Esther. Why trouble your
head over affairs of state?

Haman's right.

Haman is the most wicked man who has ever lived.

My dear Queen, I am at a loss to . . . ’

The Israelites never harmed you. They ask only for peace.
Why won't you let them live?

Esther, there are tears in your eyes..

Are there, Ahasuerus?

My dear, what are the Israclites to you? )
Your Majesty . .. they are my people. I aman Israelite.

You, Esthmj?

An Israclite orphan who was reared by her good Uncle Mor-
decai.

We shall have this order against your people . . . Did I hear
you say Mordecai?

You did, Sire.

Majesty, this Mordecai is . . .

He is our loyal subject.

Oh no, King Ahasuerus, he is a traitor.

How can you speak so of a good man?

1 can prove he is a traitor,

Hold your tongue, Haman. Accursed liar. Mordecai is the
man who saved the King’s life. I would have him honored —

not slandered.
(ADLIB FROM COURTIERS)

(SOFTLY) My King, Haman would have Mordecai
hanged.
Never.

- Haman has built a gallows fifty .cubits high . . . to hang

Mordecai.

So. If Haman has built a gallows . . . Haman will hang from
1t. :
(SOUND OF GONG)

“HEINT IS PURIM, BRIDER" ...
DOWN)

Good Mordecai, my faithful subject, put on purple robes
and garments of silk, and let this time be a time of rejoicing
for you and for all the people of Esther the Queen. ’
(SINGS) Oh, Purim’s here, dear children,

A festival of thanks,

So sing and dance with gladness,

And play your merry pranks.

Sing Mordecai good,

Sing evil withstood,

Sing wicked Haman’s disgrace,
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Mordecai :

Sing Esther the Queen,

Sing Esther supreme,

Sing proudly her beauty, her grace.
Oh, Purim's here, dear children,
Clap every hand in glee.

And always love this story.

Which ends so happily.

~———Uuster—UP FOR CURTAIN AND OUT)

Anncer.:

If you would like a copy of today’s script, please send your
name and address with ten cents, to cover the cost of postage
and handling. to The Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, 3080 Broadway, New York 27, New York.

And now we take great pleasure in presenting Mr. Charles
Silver, President of the Beth Israel Hospital of N. Y., Mem-
ber of the Board of Overseers of the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, and Vice-President of the Alfred E.
Smith Foundation. Mr. Silver.

You have just listened in dramatic form to one of the most
stirring episodes in the history of the Jewish people. We
have heard of how the king, through*the connivance of
IHaman issued orders to destroy the Jewish people. You
heard how they were saved through the intervention of
Queen Esther. And the Jews through the centuries have cele-
brated this critical period in the history of our people by ob-
serving the festival of Purim.

In a broad sense this story has a special significance not
only for the Jewish people but for all those who believe in
the dignity of human beings. Millions of our coreligionists
behind the Iron Curtain stand in dread of the heavy hand of
the tyrant who is prepared to carry out wholesale purges and
who has sought to rekindle the spirit of anti-Semitism which
we had hoped was on the wane. There are many Hamans to-
day who have combined to build up a structure of lies and
insinuations against our people which at this time appears to
follow the brutal philosophy of the Nazis, which we hoped
had been destroyed forever.

[ cannot helieve that the civilized world will permit a re-
currence of the teaching of hate and malice. Tn this country,
where we recently celebrated Brotherhood Week and where
the people of all faiths have clasped hands in a spirit of
friendship and cooperation, we may look for a stern answer
to the Hamans in the sphere of Communisi.

Let us he grateful that we live in a country where we may
walk without the fear of being halted and accused of things
that we have never done; that we may worship in accordance
with our conscience and that we may speak our minds with
freedom. R

And so, in the spirit of Purim when we rejoice over the
rescue of our ancestors, let me extend the warm hand of

comradeship to the people of every faith and say to them that

we as American Jews, who follow the precepts of our ancient

14

Anner.:
(Music:

(Music:
Anncr.:

teachers and sages, shall stand shoulder to shoulder with
Americans of every faith in the struggle to maintain our
way of life.

Thank you, Mr. Silver,

THEME IN AND UNDER)

Our Eternal Light drama today “A Song for Queen Esther”
by Morton \Vishengrad, was presented in celebration of the
Festival of Purim. The orchestral music was composed by
Morris Mamorsky and conducted by Milton Katims. Tom
Glazer was the singing narrator. Featured in the cast were
Daniel Ocko as King Ahasuerus and Terri Keane as Queen
Esther. Cantor Robert Segal sang the liturgical introduction.
The production was under the direction of Edward King.
UP AND DOWN)

This is Red Cross Month, Answer the call by giving gener-
ously. You will help mobilize the defense of your family,
your community and your nation.

Free time to present the Eternal Light is made available by
the National Broadcasting Company and its affiliated inde-
pendent stations. This weekly program is presented under
the auspices of The Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
THIS IS NBC, THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING
COMPANY.
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(Music:
(Cantor:
Voice:

(Cantor:
Announcer:
(Music:
Announcer:

(Music:
Narrator:

Little Purim:
(Music:
Narrator:

Little Purim:
Narrator:

Mama:
Little Purim:
Mama:

Little Purim.:

(Music:
Narrator:

(Music:
Narrator:

Chapter Three Hundred
“LITTLE PURIM"

CHORD)

SIGNATURE AND DOWN)

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Command the chil-
dren of Israel that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten
for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually in the
tabernacle of the congregation, and it shall be a statute forever
in your generaions.

UP WITH ORCHESTRA AND FINISH)

The Eternal Light!

THEME AND DOWN)

The National Broadcasting Company and its affiliated inde-
pendent stations make free time avaiﬁ:ble to present The Eter-
nal Light, a program which comes to you under the auspices
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Today’s pro-
gram, “Little Purim” was written by Harry Gersh and is pre-
sented in observance of the Jewish holiday of Purim.
THEME UP . .. SEGUE TO STORY MUSIC AND UNDER)
Once upon a time . . . come to think of it, it wasn% as long
ago as that . .. it was only 87 to 104 years ago . . . There was
a little boy living in the town of Pripitchik. Now this little
boy’s name was . . .

Karpel.

our) ’

Karpel? Am I in the right story? I was telling about a boy
called Little Purim,

(INSISTENT) Karpel.

Oh yes . . . His name was Karpel. But everyone in Pripitchik
called him Little Purim. Why? Il tell you in a minute.
This little boy lived with his mother in a hut at the edge of
town. They were very poor.

(SADLY) Come, Karpel, we’ll have our supper.
(BRIGHTLY) Sure, Mama.

(VOICE BREAKING) Oh, Karpeleh. It’s only bread again.
No butter. Not even any milk.

Oh, I like bread. And I think I'm| getting a little too old for
milk. Anyway, tomorrow is Purim.

IN AND UNDER)

Purim was the one day of the year when Karpel and his
mother had enough to eat. On Purim, Karpel became the
breadwinner for ﬁle family. He had a violin and on it he
could play three Purim songs. Only three, mind you. So on
the evening of Purim, Karpel would take his violin and go from
house to house, from Purim party to Purim party and play
his songs. That’s why everyone called him Little Purim.

ACCENT)
This year, the one I'm telling about, Purim came late. Little
Purim and his mother hadn’t had a decent meal in months, It

2

(Music:
Mama:
Little Purim:
‘Little Purim:
Stranger:

Little Purim:

Little Purim:

Mama:
Little Purim:

Mama:

Little Purim:

Stranger:

Mama:

Listle Purim:
Stranger:

Little Purim:

Mama:

Little Purim:

Stranger:
(Musici
Narrator:

(Music:

Voicel:

wli:s the eve of Puriny and they had just sat down to supper
when . . . -

_ CUT OFF ON:)

(KNOCK ON DOOR . . . SECOND KNOCK)
Who could be calling on us? Go sce, Karpel.

Sure.
(FOOTSTEPS, DOOR OPENS, WIND IS HEARD

OUTSIDE) o
(OFF) Hello.

(OFF) I have walked all day and I am hungry. Can you
give me some food?
(OFF) Why, eh . .. will you wait a moment, please?

(WIND IS CUT OFF AS DOOR OLOSEg)
(WHISPERS) Mama, it’s a stranger with a long white beard.
And he wants some food. ’
(WHISPERS) Karpel, we haven’t enough for ourselves. And
we don’t know who he might be.

(WHISPERS) But he must be very hungry. And tomorrow
is Purim.
(WHISPERS) All right. Tell him to come in.

(DOOR OPENS, WIND AGAIN)

Welcome, Friend Stranger. Won’t you come in. .
(COMING ON) Thank you. It is sad to be so far from home
on Purim. .
(DOOR CLOSES . .. WIND OUT)
Please sit down. We have only some dry crusts of bread, but
ou are welcome.

ere are you from?
I'm from so far away that you cannot get there by walking.
Nor even by riding.
Not by walking and not by riding . . .
Karpel, our guest is hungry. Save your questions for after
su T.

l?h, é’?m sorry. Will you say the prayer for the breaking of
Tea

Thank you for the honor . . . Ha-mo-izi lecchem min haw-aw
retz. Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, (START FADE)
King of the universe, who bringest forth bread from the earth.
(OUT)

IN AND UNDER)

After their poor meal, Little Purim took his violin and went
into the town to play his three songs at as many Purim parties
as he could get to.

ouT)
(SOUNDS OF VOICES CELEBRATING OFF, AS
THROUGH A DOOR . ..KNOCKS ON DOOR, DOOR
OPENS, SOUNDS FULL IN]) '

Ho . . . It’s Little Purim come to play for us. Come inside.

We've been waiting. (PROJECTING) Look everyone. Little

* Purim is here. (CRIES OF GREETING TO LITTLE PURIM)

Little Purim:

Have gou learned any new songs Little Purim? (LAUGHTER)
No. Still the same three.

3



Voicel:

Little Purim:
Voicel:

(Music:
Narra&or

( Musw
Voice ll:
Little Purim:

Voice ll:
Little Purim:

(Music:
Narrator:

(Music:
Voicell:

(Music:
Narrator:

(Music:

foaed

Narrator:

Narrator:

Little Purim:.

Narrator;

(Music:

Narrator: .-

. Here, Little Purim. Have some homontashen. and these taig-

lach- honey balls before you start plnymg They!l nge you

strength to really

No thanks. But l'i.l put Hhem in my pucket for later, 1i you

don’t mind.,

Sure, sure. Take aﬂ you want And these ‘pennies too; Now

give us Shoshonas Ya-a’kov.. - i

ORCHESTRA , . . BRIDGE) 'Y

After Little Purim .played hm thtee songs, he went to -the

next house.

VIOLIN . .. LAST BARS OF OHOB.US PIZMON L’PURJM)
(AD LIB APPLAUSE)

That was fine, Little Purim.. That’s the best playulg of Pizmon

L’Purim I ever heard. You're getting better each year.

Thank you. Now if you dont mind I’H get on to the next

house.

Won’t you eat at least one of our homontashen before you go?

If you don’t mind, I’ll take them home. We have a guest this

Purim.
. HUP, MEINE HOMONTASHEN AND. UN

IN WITH . .
DER)

At the next house, Little Purim énded with his third song,
Hup Meine Homontashen.

VIOLIN LAST BARS OF HUP)

Won’t you eat something with us, Little Purim, after that fine

pla 1
AJ&D UNDER)

L:tﬂe Purim went to another house and another house, play-
ing his three songs, taking his pay in pennies . .-. and in
homontashen and taiglach and cookies and honey cake. Sav-
ing it all for the party with his mother and the stranger.

-.. FADE OUT)

Then it was late. There were no more partwa to play for.

‘- So Little Purim started for home.

(WIND IN AND DOWN UNDER) -
While. Little Purim was playing the snow had started to fall
‘and the wind had risen.
(WIND HOWLS) .
And Little Purim, who hadn’t had anything to eat all day,
just some dry crusts of bread, was getting faint with hunger, .
(WIND . . . FOOTSTEPS DRAGGING ON SNOW) - -
{W-EA:KLY) Oh...its so far tp home ... and I'm
gry . . . and so tired . . . I'll rest here a moment.
{FOOTSTEPS OUT . WIND SHRIEKS TRIUMPH-
ANTLY)

so hun-

- Little Purim huddled duwn in an alleyway between two build-

and closed his eyes.
ﬁ%AK IN WITH AND FADE WITH WIND)

(ECHO) ‘No soorer had he closed his eyes when he hesrd
the most beautiful music. It seemed to come put of his violin,
and yet it didn’t. So Little, Purim opened lns eyea to see
who was playing. ; TR (I
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© (Music:

Litile Purim:
Usher:

Little Purim:
Usher:

Listle Purim:
Usher;

l
Lmle Pnnm

Usher:
(Music:

Usher:
Little Purim:

Little Purim:

Usher:

Little Purim:
Usher:
Listle Purim:
Usher:
Little Purim:

Usher: .
(Music:
Little Purim:
Usher:
(Music:

Butino .one is playing. Wheré is the music coming from?
(MATTER OF FACT) ‘Over there. -

(STARTLED) Why ... why. .. who are you?

I'm.an usher. A court usher. From that palace over there.
Palace? But that's Berel the Horse Borrower’s stable.

That was Berel the whatever-you-call-&ums stable. We changed
it. ; Look.

Why it is a palace. How beautiful. But how did yﬂu change
it?

- OUT '

(LOUD SNAP OF FINGERS)
But we're wasting tlme Come. -
All right. '
(FOOTSTEPS) =
What am I doing? Who would want me in a palace?
You've made a mistake,
- No mistake. The King wants you.
(SCARED) The King?
Sure. Here. Go right in.
Go in? How can I? The doorway is at least eight feet above
ground.
(ANNOYED) Oh, you live people. Build a stalrway with
your violin. -
Something is the matter- with my ears? [ thought you smd
build a ladder with my violin,
(SLIGHTLY DISGUSTED) I did. Play a note. -
HIGH NOTE ON VIOLIN) :
(SURPRISED) Why I'm two feet off the gnound. :

- Play a middle note,

MIDDLE NOTE) R

Little Purim: (ELATED) Five feet up.

Usher:

Little Purim:

Usher:
(Music:
Narrator:

Now a low note. Mind you, not too lnw or youll 8o over
the roof. 3 o,
But that’s backwards. : : / ; _1

Of course.

__ A HIGH NOTE AND INTO THEME AND UNDER)
The usher led Little Purim inside the palace.

Into a grand
ballroom filed with people dressed in silk and brocades that

- rustled and whispered. At the far end of the ballroom were

Usher:
Little Punm

ng. :

Little Purim: (STARTS WHISPERING . .

King:

" three people,

ouT)
(FOOTSTEPS, ECHO IN LARGE ROOM . ONE
FIRM, ONE DRAGGING)

(WHISPERING) Come, come: Stop drnggmg ‘your feet

(WHISPERING) Yes sir.
(FOOTSTEPS OUT) .

1

.- Welcome, Little Purim. I am ng Ahasueras.

. THEN TOO LOUD) King
Ahss . ., Ahaseuras. _ . : .
And this is miy Queen, Esther." - 1
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Little Purim:
Esther:
Mordecai:
Little Purim:
Mordecai:
Little Purim:

Ahas:

Mordecai:
Esther:

King:

Little Purim:
Esther:
Little Purim:

Ahas:
Usher:

(Muaic:

Narrator:

{ Music:
Narrator:
(Music:
Narrator:
(Music:
Narrator:
(Music:

(Music:.
Narrator:

(Music:

King:

Mordecai:

(TINKLE OF GLASS PENDANTS AND WHENEVER
ESTHER SPEAKS)

(ALMOST OVERCOME) Queen Esther.

Welcome, Little Purim. This is my uncle, Mordecai.

" Hello; hello. Hear you re sométhing of a fiddle player.

Mordecai? Why 'you’re the stranger.
Stranger? Why I've never been a stranger in my life.
Oh, forgive me, Reb Mordecai. But you look just like the
stranger who came to our house this evening. (TO HIMSELF)
The same eyes, the long beard, the hair.
Well it couldn’t have been Mordecai He s beén here all night.
Haven’t yon, Mordecai?
Sure I have. :
Yes, he has been here all evenmg, thtlﬂ Punm But now, will
ou play for us?
es. That's why we mvi'tcd ou. Here it is Purim eve and
the royal musicians got lost. %t ’s silly.
Me? ~Play for Queen Esther and King Ahasuerus. Why I
couldn’t.
Of course you could. We heard that you play beautifully. And
that you specialize in Purim songs. Won’t y'ou"" . please .. .?
(MELTS) All right .

- . Usher, announce the’ dance. .

(PROJECTING) =My Lords and Ladies. Litdle Purim will

- play for the. Purim dance. Take your places .-. . |
VIOLIN STARTS SLOW AND S
. YA A’ KOV AND SWELLS INTO FULL ORCHESTRA .

ING IN-SHOSHANAS
VIOLIN IN ON TOP AND UNDER)

- So Little Purim played for Kini Ahasuerus and Queen Esther

and the royal court. Of course
SHOS 'AS FIGURE)
And he played Pizmon L’Purim:

e played Shoshanas Ya.a'kov.

. - PIZMON L’PURIM FIGURE)

And he played (Hup, Meine Homontashen) . .

HUP, MEINE HO&ON-TASHEN FIGURE) g g

Then he was through.

ouT)

Normally, Little Purim would have tucked his violin under his

arm at this point and left for the next party. But the lords

and ladies of the court gave him such a reception . ..
(APPLAUSE .

That he started all over.

. IN AND UNDER)

He played them backwards, and forwayds and sideways. Then
%%Ell"md it with all the songs together. Then he stopped

(PAUSE) '
Very fine, very fine, Little Purim. My own musicians couldn’t

have done near as well. But tell me, the songs you played at
the end sounded very much like the songs you played at the
beginning.

And very much like the ones in the middle too.

6

. CHEERS, “YEA, LITTLE PUR.IM")

Esther: .
Little Purim:

King:
King:

Esther:
Liztle Purim:

Esther:
Little Purim:
King:

Mordecai:

(Music:
Mordecai:. .
(Musie:
Mordecai:
(Music:
Little Purim:
Mordecai:

Esther:

Little Purim:
(Music: -

ON PARRETONE)

Little Purim:
Mordecai:

Little Purim:
Mordecai:

(Music:
Narrator:

(Music:
King:
Little Purim:
Mordecai:
Usher:
King: .:
Singer:

know just plain wore out,

.But they were -all beautiful . . . and beautifully 'thyzd
Yes, your majesties. They did sound alike. ey were. I
know only three son
(LAUGHTER AND TITTERING, “THREE SONGS
ONLY THREE SONGS”)
(STERNLY} uiet.
(CAST AUDIBLY SHUSHES IN SILENCE)
That’s three songs more than we would have had if Lllﬂe Purim
. hadn’t come to play for us.
Why do you play only three songs, Little Purim? ’
I can’t seem to learn any more. I've tried. I've tried to learn
‘other Purim songs and. songs for Pesach and Hannukah and
Succot. I just can’t.
But surely if you tried.
No. It just doesn’t work., : ‘
What do you think, Mordecai. .You're the wise man.
Hmm . . . Might be the ﬂoim Play a high note, thtie Purim.
As high as you can.

HIGH SWEET NOTE ON VIOLIN}

Come on. Higher.
HIGHER NOTE . . . BUT OFF, SOUR)
Higher.
- HIGHER . . . BUT A SQUEAK)
It want
Well, hnve to ﬁx that. Esther, my Queen, take Little

Pumn s wo]in and laugh into .the sound box.

(LAUGHS HIGH AND SWEET, BUT MUFFLED) Nﬂw try

it, Little Purim. :

(AWESTRUCK} Yes, Queen Esther.

VIOLIN NOTE VERY HIGH AND SWEWET . . . ECHOING
(TINKLE ON GLASS BREAKING . PARRETTONE
CUTS ON CUE)

Oh, what was that? Did I do it?

(M&'ITER OF FACT) Sure you did, but it’s natiung to worry

about. That was Haman’s heart slghmg i

-(HAPPY) I broke Haman’s heart?:

Sure. Every time a good person laughs with happiness even
through a violin, Haman’s heart sighs again.
IN AND UNDER)

After that, Little Purim played again. And the King and
gueen Esther and the people of the court danced. Even Mor-
ecai danced once. Fmall;r the three songs that Little Purim

ouT

You’il [l:at have to play a new song. " You're violin is fixed
now, t's try.

But I don’t know any o‘thers.

We'll ﬁx that. (PROJECTING) Call the royal baliad amger.
(OFF . .. ECHOING) Call the royal ballad 51 r.

; There's. a man knows every song in thn air.
I am here, your majesty.

teach you., . -



King:
Singer:
Mordecai:

Little Purim:
Mordecai:
Little Purim:
Mordecai:
(Music:
Narrasor: .
(Music:
Mordecazi:
King:

Mordecai:
Usher:

Mordecai:
Little Purim:
King:
Treasurer:

King:
Esther:
King:
Mordecai:

King:
Mordecai:

(Music:
Narrator:

{ Music:
Little Purim:

Mama:

Listle Purim:

" oUT)

Oh, singer, sing some new songs for Little Purim so he’ll be
able to play them on his violin. A ?

Yes, sire. :

Now listen closely, Little Purim. He’s about to start.
(PAUSE) )

(WHISPERING) Why doesn’t he start? e

‘(WHISPERING) He has. He's singing now.
(WHISPERING) But I don’t hear anything.
(WHISPERING) That’s all right. Your violin hears.
IN AND UNDER) :

¢ After that, Little Purim played one more -slong. - As it ended

Mordecai looked up and saw the windows turning grey. The
night was almost over. .o
OUT) ’
Your majesty, it is almost morning. We must leave.
Yes. But before we go we must reward Little Purim for the
finest Purim party we have ever had. :
(PROJECTING) Call the royal treasurer.
(OFF ECHOING) Call the royal treasurer.
(SOUNDS OF SMALL BELLS APPROACHING)
There he is,
Why does he have bells sewed to his clothes?
How else would you dress a treasurer? (PROJECTING)
Have you brought your treasures, treasurer? :
Yes, sire.
(CLUNK OF BAGS OF GOLD AND JEWELS ON
FLOOR)
Fill Little Purim’s left et with gold.
(CLINK OF GOLD COINS) '
And fill his right pocket with rubies and diamonds.
(TINKLE SF JEWELS)
Gold from the king, jewels from the Queen. What will you
give, Mordecai? '
I’ll give a gift that has no weight and that can’t be seen. Yet
it will last longer than gold and will bring more happiness
than jewels,
(LAUGHS) Can’t see it and can’t feel it, but it’s better than
gold or jewels. I don’t believe there is such a thing.
Well, I’ve given it to Little Purim. We’ll have to ask him
next Purim.
IN AND UNDER)
Suddenly everything went dark and Little Purim felt as if he
were flying through the air. When he opened his eyes the

sky was brightening in the east. And he was outstanding right -

in front of his own house.

(FOOTSTEPS RUNNING, DOOR BANGS OPEN)
Mama, mama, I’'m home. You should have seen where I’ve been
(WORRIED) Oh, my little Karpel. I've been so worried.
Where have you been all night? . _ C
You didn’t have to worry ebout me. (EXCITED) We'll never
have to worry about anything, ever again.

.

Stranger:

Little Purim:

Stranger:
Little Purim:

Mama:

Little Purim:

Mama:
Stranger:
Little Purim:

Mama:

Listle Purim:

Mama:
Little Purim:
Mama:

(Music:
Stranger:
Little Purim.:

Mama:

Little Purim:
Stranger:
Little Purim:
Stranger:
Mama:
Stranger:
Litile Purim:
Mama:

Little Purim:
Stranger:
Little Purim:
Stranger: -
Little Purim ;-

Mama:
Stranger:

Oh? No more worries?
Oh, hello, friend stranger.
been here all night? :
Yes. Your mother was kind enough to let me bed down here
in the kitchen when the storm started. 3

Are you sure you’ve been here all nifht?

(PUZZLED) Ohh ... have you

. What’s the matter with you? Karpel, why are you questioning

our guest like that? It’s not polite. Of course he’s been
here all night. . -
Hmm . .. I was just wondering. (SUDDENLY REMEMBERS)
Oh .. . but I haven’t shown you. I've got gold and diamonds
and rubies. Look. : .
(SOUND OF CAKES, COOKIES, PENNIES,
THROWN ON TABLE)
Gold?
Jewels?
(WONDER) Why they’re pennies and homontashen and taig-
lach and cookies. (STARTING TO SOB) But I had them.
The gold and jewels. I had them.
(SOOTHING) That’s all right, son. You’ve brought home
some wonderful things. We'll have a real party.
(FEVERISH) No. No. I really had them. You don’t be-
lieve me. They must be here . . . (SOBS) It was all a dream.
A dream.
It must have been a dream, Karpel. Where could you get
old and jewels in Pripitchick, even if it was Purim?

S(I)BBING) It wasn’t., It couldn’t have been. It was too
real.
(QUIETING) TI'll make some tea. We'll have a party and

ou’ll tell us the whole story.
RIDGE)

- Then what happened?

Then the treasurer filled this pocket with gold. From King

Ahasuerus.

That one?

Yes. This one right here. .

And? :

Then he filled this pocket with jewels. From Queen Esther.
Wait. Does the pocket have any holes?

No. I sewed them myself last night.

What did Mordecai give you?

Mordecai? Say, are you sure you stayed here all last night?
Karpel. You’re being impolite again. .

I’'m sorry. Mordecai didn’t give me anything.

Nothing?

Oh, some silly riddle,

How did it go? ‘
(REMEMBERING) Uhhh . . . something about it has no
weight and you can’t see it, but it lasts longer than gold and
brings more happiness than jewels.

(TO HERSELF) You can’t see it and you can’t feel it . . .

It brings more happiness than gold or jewels. Well . . . one - --
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Little Purim:
ger:
(Music:

Narrator:

part of the riddle has worked out. ;

(EXCITED) What.. Which part? : R
Whatever it is that Mordecai gave you, it certainly lasted
longer than the Edd and jewels you got.

IN AND UNDER) - . . i

After tea and six homontashen, Little Purim felt better. Adter
ten homontashen and two handsful of taiglach he felt much

. better. After fourteen homontashen and four handsful of taig-

(Music:

-Mama:
Stranger:
Luttle Purim:
(Music:
Mama:

Little Purim:
(Musie:

Stranger:

(Violin:
Stranger:

(Violin:
Little Purim:
Stranger:
Little Purim:
Stranger:

(Music:
.Stranger:

(Music:
Narrator:

{Music:
Narrator:

{Music:
Announcer:

l(;culllra).nd five cookies, he suddenly found that he wasn’t hungry.
Karpel. You haven’t played for our guest. I’'m sure he'd like
to hear one of your Purim songs.

Yes. If you would. I have a strong partiality to Purim songs.
I know only three. But Il play them for you. '
VIOLIN S’FARTS PLAYING CHORUS OF BIMEI MORDE-
CHAY—STOPS SUDDENLY) C

What’s that, that’s not one of your songs.

No, it isn’t. 1 don’t even know this song. I’ll try again.
VIOLIN STARTS BIMEI MORDECHAY—STOPS A FEW
BARS LATER)

That’s Bimei Mordechay. A favorite of mine. Play, Little
Purim, :

STARTS AGAIN) -

(RECITES OVER MUSIC) "

Bimei Mor.de-chay v’Esther b’shu-shan Ha-bi-ro

Ke-she-omad a:le-h em Homon Ho-ro-sho, Homan ho-ro-sho.
FINISHES) “ ¥ B
(WILDLY) I cen play another song. Another song.
(SOFTLY) You can't see it, you can’t feel it, but it will last
longer than gold and bring more happiness than jewels.

Oh, I see. That's the gift that Mordecai %ave me. Bit why?
Because, Little Karpel, Purim isn’t only a feast day that ¢comes
once a year. Every year, almost every day, weé have to be
delivered up from another Haman.

SNEAK U-RTDER} »

Even this night you were delivered from the Haman of the
world, from hunger and cold and verty. So now you will
play not only on Purim, but on 310 holidays.

ACCENT AND HANGS UNDER)

3:131 Little Purim did. When Pesach came he played Chad
adya. ’

For Lag B'Omer he played Bar Yohei. .
For Shevuoth he playes :Akdamut. ;
And he played for Succot; Simchat Torah; and Hannukeh,
UP AND OUT) : : A o
He played for each day of happiness and each day of sorrow,
for each day of, remembrance and each day of deliverance.
And every time Little Purim played, everyone who heard him

remembered .that Purim has to happen every day.
CURTAIN) ) i

If you would like a copy of today’s script, please send your
10

name and address with ten cents, to cover the cost of postage -

. and handling, to the Jewish Theological Seminary of America,

3080 Broadway, New York 27, New York. And now we take

" great pleasure in presenting Rabbi Sidney Guthman of Congre-

gation Agudas Achim of San Antonio, Texas. Rabbi Guthman.

Rabbi Guthman: We are still under the spell of the Purim story we just

Announcer:
(Music:

Announcer:

(Music:

heard. Stll ringing. in our ears are the words of the stranger:
“Every year, almost every day we have to be delivered from
another Haman.” In this mood do we observe the Purim fes-
tival and re-read in the biblical Book of Esther the story of the
first, original Haman, [t is an absorbing, highly dramatic tale
of a conspiracy against a minority people and their hair-
breadth escape from utter extermination.

Like all masterpieces of literary art, the Book of Esther is
local only in color but universal and eternal in significance.
Stripped of their oriental setting, the basic human motives and
conflicts depicted therein remain essentially unchanged. In
various guises and disguises the Hamans and Mordecais re-
appear in every generation, including our own.

Thus, when the first of all the Hamans was persuading his
royal master to annihilate the Jews of his emPire because “their
laws are diverse from those of every people”, he was virtually
formulating of political philosophy of all future totalitarian
states, including those of our own time. He was advocating
regimentation of thinking and living, and denying the right
of any group to be “diverse” and distinctive in character.

Or when “Mordecai did not bow down nor prostrate himself
before Haman”, we recognize in him the champion of what we
moderns call democracy and the dignity of the human per-
sonality.

In our day we behold the whole word divided into two op-
posing, hostile camps, between the rival philosophies symbol-
ized by Haman and Mordecai—totalitarianism and democracy.
May merciful Providence permit democracy to emerge triumph-
ant, so that a free and enlightened mankind may celebrate a
universal Purim in which all men will share “light and glad-
ness, joy and honor.”

Thank you, Rabbi Guthman.
UP AND DOWN)

Our Eternal Light drama today, “Little Purim” was written
by Harry Gersh and was presented in observance of the Jewish
holiday of Purim. The music was composed by Morris Ma-
morsky and conducted by Milton Katims. Cantor Robert Segal
sang the liturgical introduction. David Anderson was featured
as Little Purim, and Peter Capell as Mordecai, Adelaide Klein
as the mother and Alexander Scourby as the Narrator. The
production was under the direction of Edward King. Dr.
Moshe Davis, Dean of the Seminary’s Teachers Institute, and
College of Jewish Studies, is program editor.

UP AND DOWN)
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Announcer: Free time to present the Eternal Light is made available by
o the. National Broadcasting Company and its affiliated inde-
. - pendent stations. This weekly program is presented under the

. auspices of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
- THIS IS-NBC, THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COM-

i.%. 7 . CAUTION: THIS MATERIAL IS
14 < . PROTECTED BY. COPYRIGHT

All communications or requests for performance

by amateur or professional dramatic groups should

. 'be "referred directly to the Eternal Light, 3080
Broadway, New York 27, N. Y. ' - -

e ©
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found its most colorful expression. Purim
night, large crowns studded with electric
lights shine from atop the tall buildings.
Crowds overflow in the streets around the
Great Synapogue in Tel Aviv, listening to
the chanting of the Megillah through loud
speakers. On Purim day, Tel Aviv is.treated

to a great carnival. The street names are -

changed for a day to names taken from the
Megillah. Children roam the streets in mask
and costume. The feature of the celebration
is a great parade with colorful and lavith
floats.

Great is the rejoicing at Purim time in
Israel, where there are many who person-
ally- were decreed to death by a modern
Haman and who were saved by a divine
deliverance.

THE MEANING OF PURIM TODAY

As stated, the events of Purim have re-
tained a freshness for the Jewish people
through the ages. Haman, arch-enemy of
lsrael, stands as an example of the anti.
Semite in every generation, and on Purim
Jews are happy and grateful for their de-
liverance from the Hamans of old and the
Hitlers of today.

H-

Jewish chaplaincy service in institutions
in New York State is directed by the New
York Board of Rabbis. This organization,
established in 1881, consists of Orthodox,
Conservative and Reform rabbis. The chap-
plaincy service is supported in major part
by the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies
of New York.
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OFFICERS

Rauet Davin J. SELIGSON .oovviiiiinnn,
Rannr Josepnt MiLLgn }

v Pesident

Raent EMANUEL RAckman
Raner A. ALAN STEINBACH
Rannt Ausa ABRAMS ..oocivciiiiivcninsisinnnnnnenn. Treasirer
Rasnt Davin J. GOLOVENSKY voovivverrrcemnennnnn, Secretary

................. Vice-Presidents

Rasst HaroLo H. Goroon
General Secretary and
Chaplaincy Coordinator

This pamphlet was written by
Rabbi Jeremich |. Berman.

NEW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS



THE BOOK OF ESTHER

Twenty-five hundred years ago the Jews -
were living under the rule of the Persians.

The king, the “pleasure loving Ahaseurus,
governed 127 provinces from his capital
Shushan. His large and luxurious court in-
cluded Vashti, the proud queen; Haman,
the fawning and conceited minister; and
Mordecai, an upstanding Jew. Vashti was
removed when she refused to obey the king’s
order to appear at one of his drinking ban-
quets. A new queen was sought among the
most beautiful maidens of the land, and the
one chosen and crowned was none other
than Esther, the cousin and adopted daugh-
ter of Mordecai, the Jew. Esther, on the
advice of her cousin, kept her Jewishness
a secretl.

In the meantime Haman rose in favor
with the king and was made prime minister.
Inflated with a sense of his new-found im-
portance, he demanded that all in the court
bow to him whenever he appeared. This,
Mordecai the Jew refused to do. Haman
became so incensed that he planned to ex-
terminate not only Mordecai but also all his
people, the Jews. With this in mind he went
lo(me' king and, representing the Jews as
rebellious subjects, received royal permis-
sion to arrange for their massacre.

-2-

Gloom fell upon the Jews of Shushan.
Mordecai seized upon the one hope that
Esther would speak to the king in behalf
of the Jews. He asked Esther to do so, and
after hesitating she consented. She arranged
for a banquet of wine to be attended by
the king, the arch-enemy Haman, and her-
self. At this banquet, when asked to state
her request, Esther pleaded that her life
and those of her people be spared. She then
exposed Haman’s villainous scheme, and
the king straightway ordered him hanged.

THE CUSTOMS OF PURIM

The chief place for the celebration of
Purim is the synagogue on the evening
of Purim. The synagogue is crowded more
than usual that night — with men, women
and especially many children. Following
the Evening Service, the Megillah (a parch-
ment scroll of the Book of Esther, in

the original Hebrew) is brought to the
reading table, unrolled, and chanted in full.

As the reader- encounters and chants the
name “Haman,” which occurs 53 times, the
children respond by making a whirring
din with the “groggers” or noise-makers
brought for the occasion. All in all, the
synagogue on Purim has an exceptional sir
of expectancy and of gayety. The chanting

of the Megillal over, the congregation dis-
bands for home, in a mood of satisfacti
over the recital of the deserved disgrace and
downfall of Haman.

During the afternoon of the next day, in
many homes, a family feast, known as
the Purim Seudah, is held.

This holiday has its special delicacy, a
three-cornered cake filled with poppy seeds
or ﬁrunes. This three-cornered cake is called
a Haman tasch, and some people explain
that it recalls the three-cornered hat that
haughty Haman used to wear.

Purim is an exciting time in all Jewish
religious schools, and about the time of
this holiday the pupils present their enter-
tainment which features a Purim play.

Other Purim observances, besides the
reading of the Megillah on both the evening
and morning of Purim are the reciting of
the Al Hanisim in the prayers, and Shalach
Manos, the sending of gifts to friends and
of charity to the poor.

Purim means ‘“‘casting of lots,” for
Haman cast lots to determine on which
day to kill the Jews, and the lots fell upon
the 13th of the month Adar.

PURIM IN ISRAEL

In lsrael, the celebration of Purim which
is held in the open, under the sky, has
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