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CARMELITES-APPEAL June 1, 1989 (680 words) Follow-up
VATICAN AGAIN ASKS DISSIDENT NUNS TO LEAVE

By Cindy Wooden
WASHINGTON (NC) — For a second time the Vatican has ordered four Discalced Carmelite nuns to end their eight-
'h--.._.____-_‘

month barricade and cooperate with church officials who offer ‘“‘the possibility of saving your vocation.”
The nuns, protesting what they see as a liberalization of their austere lifestyle, have been barricaded in the infirmary

of their New Jersey monastery since October.

Although the Vatican congregation for Religious has declined their appeal, the nuns “‘are going to remain where they
are’’ and will file an am Apostolic Signature, the Vatican’s highest court, said Betty Sutton, 2 spokeswoman
for the dissident nuns at the CarmMnas!eq in Morristown, N.J.

““The sisters are doing OK; they’re holding up,’’ Mrs. Sutton said in a June 1 telephone interview with National Catholic

News Service.
The Vatican Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, in a letter dated May

15 and delivered to the nuns May 30, confirmed its Feb. 22 decision that all but the bld:;t_p—ﬁotester, who is in her
70s, should leave the monastery.

Five Carmelites locked themselves in the infirmary in early October fearing they would be expelled from the fnonastery
because of their outspoken objections to changes made in the community’s contemplative lifestyle by Mother Theresa
of the Trinity Hewitt, the prioress since 1987. o

The changes included brighter lighting in the chapel, the purchase of a television set and the serving of sweets.

— One of the protesters, 28-year-old Nicole Prescott, who was called Sister John of the Cross, left the barricade in
March for health reasons. Her temporary vows as a Carmelite had expired, and she is no longer a nun.

Copies of the May 15 Vatican letters were sent to Bishop Frank J. Rodimer of Paterson, in whose diocese the monastery
is located. The di\o_c:;ﬁ's'sued a statement about the situation May 31.

The statement quoted the letters to the nuns as saying, “The problem has been carefully re-examined from all points

of view.”
*‘The good of your soul, the safeguarding of the ialues of religious life, respect for the established authority and

the witness we have to render to the church convinces us to confirm what has been decided,” the letter said. -
The letter affirmed the Vatican’s earlier decision that Sisters Teresita Romano and Maria Ercolano should “‘leave
_the monastery at Morristown and transfer to another monastery which is willing to accept you.” - .~ . = &%
Sister Philomena Kostanowski, because of her ‘‘age and the state of health,”” may remain at the monastery if she
promlses “to obey the legitimate superior.”” - - ; At s o
The temporary vows of 34-year-old Lynn Williams, who was called S:ster Bernadette of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

=T

_have also expired. . . . 2 A

“Considermg that the chap!er (an official ga:hering of the community’s members) did not admit you to solemn pro-
fessian — this is the unquestionable right of the community — and because the time for which your professlon was
made has elapsed, you are ob!uged o leave the monastery,” the letter to Miss Williams said. S

In a separate letter to Bishop Rodimer, Cardmal Achille Silvestrini, prefect of the Apostolic Signature, said, ““There

\ is no recourse pending before this supremé_tribuna! concerning the Carmelite sisters of Morristown.” -

However, a Vatican source told National Catholic News Service in Rome June 1 that the nuns do have a right to bring
their case before the Signature. According to canon law, the court handles “contentions legitimately referred to it which
arise from an act of ecclesiastical administrative power.”

The nuns would pursue the appeals process because ‘“‘their case has never been disclosed and defended before

the supreme court,”’ Mrs. Sutton said.



COMMENTARY
June 2, 1989

'mnmrm. II APPEALS TO ISRAEL TO HELP SAVE LEBANON

The recent appeal of Pope John Paul II to the Israeli Govermment to help prevent
"the destruction with which Lebanon is being threatened®™ is a dramatio sign of the
desperation that the Vatican feels over the pnght of that decimated country, once the
center of the Arab Christian pro‘sanco in the Middle East. )
It is also a statement of the actual, de facto ongoing relationship: between the
Holy See amd the sovereign Btate of Israel. (I am still convinced - and this Papal act
underscoras it - that once psace is established between Israel, Jordan, snd the Palestin-
Jans, full diplomatio relations between the Vatican, Israel, and Jordan will follow.)
Cardinal Uohn O'Connor's visit to Lebanon last week, following full consultation
with the Popes and the Vatican, unfortunately became caught up in controversy as a result
of an apparent eont.rua@tion in two primary objectives in Vatican foreign policy.
Since the days of Pops Leo I (440-461 CE), the Vatican has hed a primary obligation
to defend the ;at.araato of the Church and the security of Christisns in the world.
During the Middle Ages, the Vatican inherited the mantle of the Roman Empire and
became a major instrumentality of erbitration betwsen nations. Arbitration necessitated e
posture of impartislity, if mot neutrality. ' st _
But Maronite Catholics in Lsbanon, and many .Ghristhns of conscience particularl:
in the Western world, have been deeply upset that they have been abandoned by the
Western an istian world to .ﬁayhan and massacre by Syrla and extremist Muslims.
I see Cardinsl O'Connor's visit as & quite legitimate effort to signal Maronite Catholics
.that the Vatican and the Catholio world indeed cares. about t'hai.g am-ﬂq..
The Pope'& appeal to Israeli president Chaim Hersog, while couched in the
languege of impartiality, is a plea to help save the Christian remnant from total genocid
President Hersog's response was sensitive and caring. He expressed Isrsel's
horror over the ourrent wave of Syrian bombardment of the Labanese Christian population,
end Isrsal's interest in helping establish "the stability, unity, and independence 6f
Lebanon.™ If this diplomatic pattern oontinms; Israel may yet help the Vatican save
what is left of the Christian communipy in Lebanon. ' '

--Rabbi Tanenbaum, international consultant for the American Jewish Coﬁmitteé, iz former
chaeirman of the Internstional Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC).
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ISRAEL BUSTS ‘POPULAR ARMY’
OPERATED BY AL FATAH IN GAZA

By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 7 (JTA) -- Indictments
handed down in a military court have cast light

They staged a demonstration at the Ausch-
witz site to protest the continued presence of the
convent.

Yaglom said she had her meeting with Ma-
charski after the Auschwitz visit, when she asked
him what the significance was of the 24-foot-high

on a little known “popular army” established last ““ cross recently erected in front of the convent.

year in the southern part of the Gaza Strip.

The army, which was broken up by Israeli
authorities, was apparently directed and financed
by Al Fatah’s office in Amman, Jordan. Fatah is
the fighting arm of the Palestine Liberation
Organization controlled by Yasir Arafat.

The army’s purported role was to replace the
local Arab police, - threaten : - “zbreakers and
other Palestinians who cooperat.. -vith Israel, and
integrate its activities with the Palestinian up-
rising, Ha'aretz reported Wednesday.

The newspaper said that between 40 and 50
activists are in custody, including the top military
and administrative leaders.

The paper identified them as Rabah Hamad,

secretary of the military arm; Akram Arian, the
military commander in Khan Yunis; Ramadan
Dahlan, treasurer and regional coordinator; and
Yassin Sharuf, who was responsible for adminis-
trative affairs in Khan Yunis.
_ According to the military prosecutor, the
“popular army” was conceived by Al Fatah and
established in the southern Gaza Strip in October
1988. :

Hamad received a letter from Fatah head-
quarters instructing him to divide Khan Yunis into
two districts, the town of Rafah into another and
the refugee camps into a fourth district. Squads
were set up and leaders chosen in each district.

Uniforms were purchased for the “soldiers,”
Ha'aretz reported. A pay scale was established.
Unmarried men received the equivalent of $60 a
month in Jordanian dinars, and married men were
paid $100 a month.

Faiah approved about 360,000 for expenses
vided among the men.

to

AD OF WIZO QUOTES CARDINAL

.SAYING HE'S POWERLESS ON NUNS

By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVI1V, June 7 (JTA) -- The ranking
Roman Catholic prelate in Poland claims he is
powerless to remove a Carmelite convent from the
grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp

+~ because the nuns refuse to leave, according to

[convcnt

|

the president of the Women’s International Zionist

Orgapization.
IRaya Yaglom reported here that she recently
had a long conveérsation with the Polish cardinal,

Franciszek Macharski. ... .. ... .

He was one of the European- cardinals who

signed the Geneva agreement with world Jewish
leaders in February 1987, promising that the
would be relocated within two years.

“We spoke for two hours, and after much
pressure he admitted he had signed the under-
taking but was incapable of carrying it out,”
Yaglom said.

“He justified this by repeating over and

over that he had not expected the nuns to be so
recalcitrant and that he had anyway received tens
of thousands of letters from Polish Catholics who
wanted the convent left where it was,” Yaglom
reported.

She arrived in Israel after leading a 300-
member international WIZO delegation on a study
tour of Holocaust sites in Poland.

—

The cardinal told her it marked the place
where the first Poles fell victim to the Nazis.

The WIZO head said her meetings in Poland
left her “with the clear feeling that there is a
strong desire there, particularly in the Church, to
de-Judaize the Shoah and turn it into a Christian
Holocaust.”

She said of Cardinal Macharski, *“At no
point did he mention Jews or the suffering of the
Jews. He spoke of Polish suffering, and he also
denied that the comvent’s premises had ever been
the storehouse for the death camp's Zyklon B gas
cylinders.”

But the Polish minister of religions, Vladis-
lav Lorenc, admitted to Yaglom that the building
that now houses the convent had indeed been
used to store_the gas, though it had not been the
main storage.

Yaglom said that in parting, she asked the
minister why he thought the Nazis chose Poland
as the place to build their extermination camps.

“He went very red and said, ‘That’s a very
provocative question,” without elaborating furth-
er,” Ya reported.

RATION OF POLISH JEWS CALLS
R END TO CATHOLIC-JEWISH TALKS

NEW YORK, June 7 (JTA) -- The Federation
of Polish Jews in the United States said this
week that it will demand suspension of Catholic-
Jewish dialogue if a Carmelite convent built on
the grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp
is not removed forthwith.

The federation claimed that the furor
aroused by the convent deterred plans by the
Catholic Capuchin order to build a chapel on the

s7site of Sobibor, another death camp in Poland, all

of whose inmates were Jews.

Yechiel Dobekirer and Leon Ilutovich, vice
presidents of the fédeération, said in a statement
that “had this development gone unchecked, we

 would soon have witnessed the establishment of

additional convents, churches or chapels at Treb-
linka, Sobibor, Majdanek and other places where
millions of Jews perished at the hands of the
Nazis.” _ C

They criticized the Polish government for
the convent being under its jurisdiction, saying
“the government cannot be absolved of responsi-
bility for developments like the one around the
Carmelite convent in Auschwitz.” :

The federation specifically held Polish Car-
dinal Franciszek Macharski “chiefly responsible”
for the continued failure to remove the convent
from Auschwitz.

Macharski was one of the European cardinals
who signed an agreement with world Jewish
leaders in February 1987 in Geneva, pledging that
the convent would be relocated within two years.

A resolution adopted by the Federation
stated:

“As spokesmen of the largest community of

olish Jews in the world, representing one million
Jews from Poland, we condemn the behavior of
the Polish Catholic church hierarchy, and the

.evasive attitude of the Vatican, which violate the

letter and spirit of the 1987 accord.
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KNESSET DEBATES, THEN DROPS,
PROPOSAL TO GIVE UP TERRITORIES'

By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, June 7 (JTA) -- The Knesset
shelved a motion to debate whether Israel should
divest itself of the administered territories, as
violence in the territories continued Wednesday.

The issue in the Knesset was whether it
would be feasible for .Israel to rid itself of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip bcforc a political
settlement is reached.

“Definitely no,” was the reply of Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

“Why not?” asked Haim Ramon, a fellow
Labonte, who introduced the motion for debate.

The present situation between the Israelis
and the Palestinians is intolerable and impossible
to continue, argued Ramon, who comes from thc
dovish side of the party.

He warned that the daily presence in Israel
of 120,000 Palestinian workers from the territories
was disastrous for Israel's economy, its society
and its moral image.

“The distorted co-cx:stcncc between Jewish
employers and Palestinian employees, between
those who throw out the garbage and those who
live in it, fuels the flames of hatred,” Ramon
said. .

But Rabin insisted that Israel could not
detach itself from the territories in the absence
of a political solution.

' He also argued that it would harm both the
Israeli and Palestinian economic systems, because
the construction, hotel and service industries in
Israel rely on Arab workers, who in turn depend
‘'on Israel for their livelihood.

nflicting R r

Nevertheless, security needs owverride even
economic considerations, the defense minister said.
He said the IDF reserves the right to limit work
permits in Israel for Palestinians, in order to
weed out those with criminal and security offense
records.

Ramon's
agenda.

Meanwhile, a number of security incidents
were reported in the territories:

®* A fracas in Hebron involving a militant
Jewish settler, Arabs and Israeli soldiers, led to
gunfire and an automobile accident.

® The Israel Defense Force demolished the
homes of two Nablus youths alleged to have
thrown gasoline bombs at Jewish vehicles.

® Four yeshiva students arrested for the
fatal shooting last week of a teen-aged Palestini-
an girl in Kifl Harit village were freed on bail.
Three others remained in custody, at least until
Thursday. '

Scattered violence was reported in the West
Bank and most of the Gaza Strip remained under
curfew.

Palestinians continued a general strike in
mourning for Omar Kassem, a member of the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine,
who died of cancer Sunday after spending 21
vears in Israeli prisons.

Conflicting versions were given of events in
Hebron.

According to the official report, Anat Cohen,
a resident of the Jewish quarter who has scuffled
with Arabs and with soldiers before, was engaged
in fisticuffs Wednesday with three Arab women.

motion was removed from

A soldier who tried to separate them was

the ™

shoved away by Cohen. A vehicle with three Arab
passengers, moving slowly, allegedly bumped the
Jewish woman.

An Egged bus escorted by military jeep
passed by. The officer in the jeep fired a rubber
bullet at the Arabs’ car, which drove off.

Armed Jewish bus passengers then opened
fire on the car with live bullets. They caused the
driver to lose control. The car overturned seri-
ously injuring the driver.

Jewish settlers gave a different’ version.
They denied that Cohen struck a soldier. They
claimed an Arab-driven car deliberately tried to
run her over. They denied the bus passengers
fired weapons, claiming that the shots wcre rlred

by soldiers.

U.S. FEARS INTIFADA WILL WORSEN,
BUT BELIEVES PLO IS MORE MODERATE
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 7 (JTA) -- The United
States believes that the Palestine Liberation
Organization has become more flexible toward
Israel.

It has warned the Israelis, however, that the
Palestinian uprising will become more deadly and
violent in the months ahead.

Those views emerged in recent official
contacts between American intelligence officials
and senior Israeli leaders, Ma’ariv reported Wed-
nesday.

The uprising, which the Palestinians call the
intifada, is already gaining momentum as the
summer approaches.

It is spreading to areas that were previously
relatively calm, and Palestinian efforts to acquire
firearms are increasing, the American intelligence
sources reportedly said.

But those sources know of no change in the
PLO's orders against the use of firearms by
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Ma’ariv said the United States is convinced
that the PLO accepts the Israeli idea of Palestin-
1an elections in the territories and that its condi-
tions for such elections are more flexible than
they appear from the rhetoric of PLO leaders. .

Washington believes a genuine change has
occurred in the PLO"s attitude toward Israel,
including a recognition that it will have to nego-
tiate with Israel, Ma'ariv reported.

ISRAELI ARMY KILLS TWQ IN LEBANON
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 7 (JTA) -- An Israel De-
fense Force patrol killed two terrorists just north
of thé southern Lebanon security zone Tuesday
night.

It was the fifth such encounter in 10 days
and brought to 11 the number of would-be infil-
trators killed by the IDF since May 28. _ '

The army patrol, a unit of the Golani Bri-"
gade, was on a search-and-destroy mission when
it detected the terrorists near Houna village. The
soldiers opened fire as the intruders tried to
escape.

In the same general area, the Israeli-backed
South Lebanon Army blew up a Hezbollah ammu-
nition dump.

+ The Hezbollah, or Party of God, is the

“Iranian-backed militia of Shiite Moslem extremists

who have worked closely with Palestinians in
recent attempts to infiltrate Israel from southern
Lebanon.
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JEWISH STUDENTS PROTEST CHINA’S
USE OF DEADLY FORCE IN BEIJING
By Cathrine Gerson

JERUSALEM, June 12 (JTA) -- The World
Union of Jewish Students has protested in strong
terms against the “indiscriminate use of force by
the Chinese government” on students in Beijing.

WUIJS, which has 200,000 members in 40
countries, announced Monday that it sent the
protest to Chinese embassies all over the world.

According to various sources, as many as
7,000 students may have been killed on June 3,
when the Chinese leadership semt troops and
tanks to disperse students demonstrating for
democratic reforms in Beijing's Tiananmen Square.

The Chinese government maintains only 300
people were killed, most of them soldiers.

The WUIJS statement said the organization
“condemns in the strongest terms the use of
indiscriminate force by the Chinese government
and military against unarmed Chinese students and
others calling for democracy.”

It urged the Chinese government “to imme-
diately cease all military and police actions and
to enter into negotiations with the students.”

The statement also called for the release of
jailed activists.

In New York, a number of American Jewish
groups last week issued statements condemning

the Chinese government's action against the
students.
Sholom Comay, national president of the

American Jewish Committee, called the action
“one of the major tragedies of our time” and
urged the United States to reassess its relation-
ship with the Chinese regime.

Rabbi Arthur Schneier, who as president of
the Appeal of Conscience Foundation has led
three missions to China, said the suppression of
the student protest was *“a shocking and bitterly
disappointing event.”

It has dealt a “‘serious setback for the cause
of human rights in the People’s Republic of
China,” he said.

ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT ON AGENDA
OF GORBACHEV MEETINGS IN BONN
By David Kantor

BONN, June 12 (JTA) -- The Arab-Israeli
conflict is on the agenda of Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev's four-day visit to West Germany,
where he arrived Monday.

He will be urged by his hosts to speed up
the normalization process with Israel and re-
establish full diplomatic rclauons w:th the Jewish
state, a government official said. -~ ~~ ~+ -

According to the official, the Federal Repub-
lic believes the Soviet Union could contribute
more effectively to the Middle East peace process
if it had diplomatic relations with Israel.

At the moment, the Soviets and Israelis have
consular delegations in each other's countries. But
they are restricted in the scope of their diplo-
matic activities.

“The Israeli delegation in Moscow has just
been allowed to return to the Israecl Embassy
building, vacant since the Soviets broke relations
with Israel in 1967.

But it still is not permitted to issue entry
visas to thousands of Soviet Jews seeking to
emigrate. Isracli visas are still being issued at the
Israel interests section of the Dutch Embassy in
Moscow.
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RABIN MEETS WITH FRENCH LEADERS,
BUT HIS REAL INTEREST IS AIR SHOW
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, June 12 (JTA)- -- Israel Defense
Force purchases will soon account for only 35
percent of the income of Israel’s military indus-
tries, which are rapidly expanding their exports
worldwide, Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin
told reporters here Monday.

Rabin, in Paris for official talks and to see
the Air Show at Le Bourget, conferred with Prime
Minister Michel Rocard Monday and. was to meet
Tuesday with Defense Minister Jean-Pierre
Chevenement.

He met here Sunday with Soviet air force
officers and engineers and spent over an hour
with Nikolai Mikoyan, designer of the MIG-29.

According to Rabin, Israel’s military industry
“must increase its exports if it is to survive.”

By the defense minister’s own account, it
seems to be doing well.

He said that six years ago, Israel exported
only $80 million worth of military equipment to
the United States. In 1988, it had contracts for
$480 million worth, and its U.S. exports will reach
the half billion dollar mark next year.

Israel has a favorable balance of weapons
trade with Western Europe. Rabin disclosed that
Isracl buys between $100 million and $150 million
worth of European weapons and sold $180 million
worth to Western Europe in 1988.

But the Israeli defense chief refused to give
details of Israeli arms exports to Latin America,
believed to be its largest weapons market.

Rabin canceled most of his appointments for
Tuesday, in order to watch -the Soviet aerial
display at Le Bourget.

Officials here say intelligence reports reveal
*huge”™ Soviet

which woul

TO PROTEST AUSCHWITZ CONVENT
ossi Lempkowicz

BRUSSELS, June 12 (JTA) -- Belgian Jews
and non-Jews are maintaining a weekly vigil here
to remind the Catholic Church of its failure to
keep a pledge to relocate a Carmelite convent off
the grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp.

“Each Wednesday afternoon, the protesters
pather silently outside the residence of the papal
nuncio, the Vatican's representative in Belgium,
and wave banners demanding that the Church
honor its promise.

~The  agreement “to” relocate the nuns” was
31gncd by four European cardinals with world
Jewish leaders in Geneva on Feb. 22, 1987, It
stipulated that the convent would be moved
within two years.

The nuns have so far refused to leave, and
the Church seems incapable of influencing them.

The Jewish community here, meanwhile, has
extended the deadline to July 22.

The European Union of Jewish Students sent
a message to Pope John Paul II last week remind-
ing him that “there are only 50 days left” to
have the nuns removed from the grounds of
Auschwitz,

“We are counting on your support and
assistance in settling this delicate matter, which
threatens to divide Christians and Jews all over
the world,” the students’ message read.



PALESTINIANS NOW WEAR IDF UNIFORMS
TO PUNISH SUSPECTED COLLABORATORS

By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 12 (JTA) -- Palestinians in
Nablus wearing exact replicas of Israel Defense
Force uniforms are taking action against Arabs
suspected of collaborating with the Israeli author-
ities and are even attacking IDF soldiers, Yediot
Achronot reported Monday.

The uniforms, sewn by Arab women working
at secret locations, are perfect imitations of IDF
uniforms, except for insignia in the colors of the
Palestinian flag.

In the past three months, Israeli soldiers
have discovered duffel bags containing the uni-
forms and masks, concealed in niches in the
Nablus casbah.

The bags hidden there are retrieved at night
by members of so-called “shock committees,” who
then don the clothes and proceed to deal with
collaborators.

A collection of homemade weapons used in
the Palestinian uprising is currently on display at
military government headquarters in Nablus.

They include slingshots, brass knuckles,
knives, swords and uniforms similar to those used
by terrorist organizations.

Also exhibited are Arabic translations of
literature on combat from countries where impro-
vised weapons have been used in warfare.

Yediot Achronot also reported that leaders
of the uprising in the Nablus area have estab-
lished wunderground first-aid stations to treat
Palestinians with only slight gunshot wounds, in
order to avoid sending them to hospitals where
““they could be identified and arrested by~ Israeli
security forces.

Ha'aretz reported Monday that the defense
establishment has decided thai harshsr measures
are needed to deal with the intifada. Authorities
plan to lengthen the period of administrative
detention from six to 12 months.

Administrative detention, a8 holdover from
the emergency regulations of the British Mandate
¢ra, allows the military authorities to hold a
person in jail without trial or charges for a set
period, which until now has been six months.

SOLDIER KILLED IN ROAD ACCIDENT
By Cathrine Gerson

JERUSALEM, June 12 (JTA) -- An Israel
Defense Force soldier was killed and two others
were slightly hurt in a road accident Monday
morning in the Isracli-patrolled security zone in
southern Lebanon.

The soldiers were riding in a convoy when
their jeep apparently went out of control and
overturned near the fishing harbor in the coastal
town of Nakoura.

The dead soldier was identified as Najam
Hazran, 21, from the Druse village of Yarka. The
two others were treated for shock and sent back
to their unit.

A committec was appointed by Gen. Yossi
Peled, head of the IDF's northern command, to
investigate the accident.

Senior IDF officers in southern Lebanon are
critical of the way Israeli soldiers drive in the
security zone.

“Some of us drive like crazy. We seem to
have adopted the Lebanese standard,” one officer
admitted. “The roads here are terrible and acci-
dents like this are bound to occur.”
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ISRAELI URGES WORLD PRESSURE
ON ARABS TO BACK PEACE PLAN
By Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, June 12 (JTA) -- International
pressure to convince the Palestinians to accept
proposed elections in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip is the key to the success of Israel’'s new
peace plan, Israeli Cabinet Minister Ehud Olmert
said Sunday.

“If the whole international community, the
United States as the leader, along with the other
European countries, will assume a wvery firm
position on this issue,” Olmert said, “then there
is a genuine chance that this initiative will indeed
lead to election of Palestinians, negotiations and
then, hopefully, an agreement.”

Olmert, who serves in the Cabinet as a
minister without portfolio, made his remarks at a
State of Israel Bonds dinner at the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel here. He addressed an audience of
Wall Street bankers, Israeli dignitaries and Israel
Bonds supporters.

The event honored 12 banks that worked
with Israel in refinancing $4.8 billion of the
Jewish state's military sales debt.

In his address, the Likud politician said
Palestinians are facing pressure from the Palestine
Liberation Organization to reject the idea of
clecting representatives for negotiations with
Isracl. The PLO, he said, “feels no need” for a
democratic process.

“The PLO has been elected by itself, by the
power of its gums, to represent the Palestinian
people,” Olmert said.

The Israeli official also touched on economic

“matters—in —his—speech;—calling—for--greater-“pri—=

vatization” of the Israeli economy and a reduc-
tion of “the day-to-day involvement of the gov-
ernment in the economy.”

Olmert's call for reforms was echoed by
former U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John
Whitehead, who also spoke to the Bonds group. He
urged Israel to make trade and investment “more
attractive by reducing its own government’s red
tape.”

Whitehead said Israel must continue working
to free itself from dependence on American
government support.

Until Israel can establish a strong and
independent economy, he said, “her political
position and her military position canm never be
entirely secure.”

Both Olmert and Whitchead expressed hope
that the cooperation between Wall Street and
Israel in refinancing Israel’s foreign debt would
lead to future business partnerships.

The refinancing, which will save Israel
approximately $100 million a year in interest
payments, was the result of a 1987 law allowing
certain countries that owed money from purchases
of U.S. military equipment when interest rates
were high to refinance their debt at a lower
interest rate.

The ceremony Sunday included the presenta-
tion of the Israel Finance Medal to representa-
tives from each of the banks involved in Israel’s
debt refinancing.

Whitehead, currently chairman of AEA
Investors, participated in the presentation of the
awards. In doing so, he commented wryly, “Wall
Street receives few public awards these days, so
this is 2 somewhat unique occasion.”
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Dear 1JCIC Member:
The following items are sent to you for your information:

JTA-6/13/89 Auschwitz Convent Casts a Shadow over Interfaith
Ceremony in Brazil.

JTA-6/13/89 Belgians Stage Weekly Vigil to Protest Auschwitz Convent.
- Jerus. POST-6/13/89 Church Putting Christian Stamp on Holocaust

JTA-6/7/89 Head of WIZO qﬁotea Cardinal saying H'is powerless on
Nuns,

JTA (weekly roundup) 6/7/89 - Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum: Auschwitz
Convent is not a Vatican-Jewish Conflict.

NC News Service-6/1/89 Vatican again asks Dissident Nuns to leave

Ha'aretz 5/25/89 He does not want to listen, mainly not from Jewish
delegations (Hebrew).

JTA-6/7/89 Federation of Polish Jews calls for end to Catholfe-Jewiah
talks,

Resolution of Federation of Polish Jews, adopted 6/24/89

Letter £rom Director General of UNESCO, 5/10/89 to the president
' of the Council of Belgian Jewish Women. .

Relig., News Service-6/13/89 Jehan Sadat presents 1nterf¢ith awards to
a Cathol!c and Jew.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS,

06-13-89 10393
Jehan Sadat presents mterfmth awards to a Catholic and Jew
..... By Rochelie G. Saidel
Special to Religions News Service o

SAO PAULO, Brazil (RNS) — A Catholic and a Jewish leader who have devoted many
years to furthering interfaith relations were presented the first “Patriarch Abraham™ awards here
by a prominent Muslim, Dr. Jehan Sadat.
Dr. Sadat, the widow of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, presented the awards June 11
on behalf of the National Commission for Catholic-Jewish Dialogue of the Natxonal Confcrence
of Brazilian Bishops.
Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, 80, president of the Vat:can Commission for Rehs:ous
Relations with the Jews, and Gerhart Rlegner. 78, co-chairman of the Governing Board of the
- -World Jewish Congress, received the award in recognition of lifelong devotion to strengthcmns
the relations between Catholics and Jews. The event was co-sponsored by the National - '
Conference of Brazilian Bishops and the Jewish Confederation of Brazil. _
In her keynote address, Dr. Sadat spoke of Abraham as the father of the three !‘a:ths and :
gave an overview of Abraham in the Koran and Muslim l:tcrature Cardinal Willebrands also )

.. stressed the role of Abraham in the three faiths.

“Th:s is the root of our common spiritual Eond and of our common respons’b'llty to

promotc”.human dignity, peace and freedom acoordmg to the high ethical standards God llas
 given us,” he said. “By means of our solidarity, we must avoid every form of modern racism, = -
such as anti-Semitism, discriminatory legislation, and bio-engineering mampulahon. from whlch '
genoclde, ethnoc:de and racial and social dlsmmmauon flow.” -
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The cardinal mentioned the “great change in our attitudes towards one another that took
place after the Second Vatican Council in 1965.” He said that both Catholics and Jews “look
back with great sorrow upon the long history of divisions, polemics and mlsunderstandlnss
which kept us apart for so long.”

Cardinal Willebrands reviewed the early history of formalized Catholic-Jewish relations.
After the Second Vatican Council, the Vatican established an office for Jewish relations. In 1970
a permanent International Liaison Committee was created, with five Catholic members approved
by the pope and five Jewish members representing the International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC), of which Dr. Riegner was the first chairman. A Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews was established by the Vatican in 1974.

Both Cardinal Willebrands and Dr. Riegner referred to “tikkun olam,” a phrase meaning
“mending the world.™ The cardinal spoke of Christians and Jews cooperating in this
responsibility “to make this world a better place while serving the kingdom of heaven.” Dr.
Riegner said one of the tasks of Catholic-Jewish relations is to ask. “What can we, in following
our mutual traditions, do together to make our planet a more just, a more beautiful, a more
hospitable place to dwell in?"

The Jewish leader said he was “convinced that Brazil offers particularly favorable
conditions for such a constructive cooperation between our two communities, notably in the
social and humanitarian domain.” He added that “we have to think how we can extend our
dialogue to the Muslim community, in spite of our present serious handicaps in this direction.”

While lauding the progress in Catholic-Jewish relations made since Vatican I, Dr. Riegner
also referred to the current controversy regardmg the establishment of a Carmelite convent on
the site of the Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland. He said the location of the convent
“deeply hurts Jews everywhere™ and “seriously risks affecting the future of a harmomous

Catholic-Jewish dialogue.”
Dr. Riegner and Rabbi Henry Sobel, spiritual leader of Congregacao Israelita Paullsta

here, told a recent meeting of the World Jewish Congress in Montreal that the issuc of thc s, O
convent should not be a basis for scvering Jewish relations with the Vatican.
Rabbi Sobel, whose synagogue is the largest in Latin America, was coordinator of lhe
Brazilian Jewish community’s co-sponsorship of the awards presented here. The Rev. Leonardo '
Martin, a Franciscan friar and coordinator of the National Commission for Catholw-lewxsh
Dialogue, was cogrdinator for the bishops® conference. The rabbi and the priest presented a - :
special award to Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns of Sao Paulo in recogmtzon of his dcdlcahon to ST =
Catholic-Jewish dialgoue.
Commentmg on Catholic-Jewish relanons in Brazll Rabbi Sobel said, “Problems mmam
here, but workmg together against extremists of the nght and’left, the experience of Catholics ™
and Jews in Brazil offers a paradigm for joint action in the face of common concerns and l'or
healing the breach between the two groups.”
. Brazll is the largest Catholic country in the world with some 145 million people. About
90 percent of the population is Catholic, and there are only about 140,000 Jews. After bolh 2
Catholic and Jewish leaders were shocked by the military government’s murder of Jewish,
T Journahst Vladimir Herzog in 1975, the bishops’ conference formed the National Comm:ssw
=== “for Calhohc-.lcwzsh Dmloguc. . T




o _. convent within two years.

AUSCHWITZ CONVENT CASTS AR SHADOW
OVER INTERFAITH CEREMONY IN BRAZIL

By Rochelle Saidel

SAO0 PAULO, Brazil, Jure 13 (JTAR) -- The issue of a Carmelite
convent on the grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp cast a
shadow over an interfaith ceremony here Sunday night at which a
Catholic and a Jew were honored by the Brazilian Bishops
Conference. - '

Dr. Gerhart Riegner of Geneva, co-chairman of the World
Jewish Congress Executive, and Cardinal Joharnes Willebrands,
president of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations With
the Jews, received the Patriarch Abraham awards.

They were awarded by the Rishops Conference's Commission for
Catholic-Jewish Dialcgue, in recognition of the leaders' lifelong
devotion to strengthening relaticons between Catheolics and Jews,

The presentation was made by Dr. Jihan Sadat, a prominent
Moslem lay leader who is the widow of the late President Arwar

Sadat of Egypt.
Riegrier, in his remarks, urged the Bishops Conferernce to

—--More-—

‘‘use its influerce in Rome and Krakow'' to resclve '‘a serious
conflict between the Jewish coammunity and the Polish Church!?
cover the convent. )

He explairned that its preserce at a site of Jewish mass
extermination. ' "deeply hurts Jews everywhere'' and, " ‘'because of
the profound emotions it arcuses, sericusly risks affecting the
future harmonious Catholic—-Jewish dialogue.'!?

‘*We had thought that we had found a solution to the problem
in the friendly talks in Gerieva in February 1987,'' Riegner said.
‘'But unfortunately, nothing has happerned so far to implement -
those agreements.?? -t : 2

He was referring to an agreement four European cardinals
signed with world Jewish leaders in Gerneva on Feb. 22, 1987.
Urnder the agreement, the Catholic Church promised to relocate the

-

- 25 Years Of Progress Bom oy
" The deadline expired in February. The convent remains on the

site and a 24-foot—-high cross has been erected there in recent

months. :
The WJC Executive urged Pope John Paul II last month to

‘‘exercige his authority to assure the removal of the convent
- from the grounds of Auschwitz without further delay.??

—=More--:

Willebrands described Riegner as ‘‘one of the main Pi¥1a*§f;
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‘a living community®® and recognizing

of Catholic—-Jewish relations cver the past 25 years.

He reviewed the background to the ' ‘great change in our
attitudes toward cne ancother!' that took place after the Second
Vatican Council in 196S5.

He recalled that shortly afterward, the Vatican established

an office for Jewish relations. Then, in 1974, it instituted a
Cammission for Religious Relations With the Jews, now headed by
Willebrands.

In 1970, a permanent international liaison committee was
created, with five Catholic members approved by the pope and five
Jewish members representing the Internatiornal Jewish Committee on
Interreligiocous Consultations.

Riegrier was the first chairman of IJCIC.

In his speech accepting his award, the WJC official hailed
the Brazilian Bishops Conference for condemning anti-Semitism,
acknowledging '“the continuing tradition of the Jewish pecople as

**the right of the Jews to a
trarquil political existence in their country of origin.'’

He noted that *‘for the Jewish pecple, these rights have
become a reality in the existence of Israel.,?!’ )

The Vatican does rnot have diplomatic relations with the

Jewish state.
——More—-

‘Madel Of Mutual Reccognition?
The awards ceremony was organized and overseen by Rabbi

Herry Sobel of Sao FPaulo and Leonardo Martin, coordinator of the
Commission for Catholic-Jewish Dialogue of the BRishops
Canfererce.
Sobel, spiritual leader of Congregacac Israelita Paulista,

the largest synagogue in Latin America, called the event a
milestone in the history of Catholiec-Jewish relations in Brazil.

~He noted that Brazil is the largest Catholic country in the
world, with a population of 145 million, 90 percent of then

‘Catholiec. The Jewish population numbers about 150, 000.

Despite this ratio of nearly 1,000 to 1, relat:ons between
Catholics and Jews in Brazil '‘are a model of mutual recognition

and respect,'' Sobel said.
‘*The experience of Catholics and Jews in Brazil, working

tagether against PLO extremists on the left and incipient neo-
Nazi groups on the right, offers a paradigm for joint action in
the face of common corncerns —— and for building understanding of
each other,?'' the Sao Paulo rabbi said.

In her keynote address after presenting the awards, ‘Sadat
spoke of Abraham as the father of the three faiths and gave an
overview of ﬁbraham in the Koran and Islamic literature.

--More-— '

JTA END
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BELGIANS STAGE WEEKLY VIGIL
TO PROTEST AUSCHWITZ- CONVENT
By Yossl Lempkowlcz

BRUSSELS, June 12 (JTA) - Belgian Jews
and non-Jews are maintaining a weekly vigil here
to remind the Catholic Church of its failure to
keep a pledge to relocate a Carmelite convent off
the grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp.

" Each Wednesday afternoon, the ‘protesters
gathcr silently outside the residence of the papal
nuncio, the Vatican’s representative in Belgium,
and wave banners dcmandmg that thc Church

honor its promise. ..
The agreement to rclocate the nuns was

signed by four European cardinals with world
Jewish leaders in Geneva on Feb, 22, 1987. It
stipulated that the convent would be moved
within two years.

The nuns have so far refused to leave, and
the Church seems incapable of influencing them.

The Jewish community here, meanwhile, has
extended the deadline to July 22. '

The European Union of Jewish Students sent
a message to Pope John Paul II last week remind---
ing him that “there are only 50 days left” to
have the nuns” rcmovcd from thc grounds of =
Auschwitz. e

"“We are counting on your ‘support and
assistance in scttling this delicate matter, which
threatens to divide Christians and Jews all over
the world,” the studcnts' message read.
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* Christian
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Holocaust’
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5 Es - 1
Lea Levavi

WORLD WIZO president Raya Jag-
fom, back from & recent visit to Po-
m gt the besd of a 300-member
* Wizo delegation, befieves the Catho-
lie Church Is trylng to Christianize the
Holocaust, .

“It began with the beatlfication of
the converted Jewess Edith Stein and
continued with Waldbeim's visit to
Rome," Jaglom tald in an Interview.
“f felt it keenly in my meeting with
Cardinal Macharskl, the éardinal of
Crakow, who $pent two hours talking
to me aﬁ&:t the I’;;l!sh v!cﬁm; :{ b;!:;
Nazls without saying a wor
Jews. We have tonlp this trend In .the

" Her meéting with Macharski was

. Carmelite convent In Auschwitz,

* nickl, chief of staff to Communist

bud.” . 4

‘onstration - and I hope othes demon-

part of a concerted effort by the Poles
to dissuade her from leading a dem-
onstration on behalf of Wizo and the
World Jewish Congress against the

She alio met with Religious Affalrs
Minister Lorenc and L{.-Col. Gor-

leader Jaruzelskl, Lorenc told heg
that Poland had given ths Carmelites
land for & new tonvent but that the
bullding would have to be construct- |
ed by the church, “There s no sign of
bullding and 1 belleve the instructions
would have to come from Rome,"
Jeglom zaid, She sald that she would
recommend that the World Yewish
Congress put pressure on the
Vatican. - J '

Gornicki told her that the president
would “do something” about the Care

melite convent shortly, “When 1 pad |

asked Macharski about the elght-mes |
tre-high cross erected at Auschwitz,
hs told“me It was on the spot where
Polish prisoners had beea executed
and was In thelr memory, Gomleld
sald he know nothing about & cross
and that the spot was not where ths
prisoners had dled. v’ :

" asked Lorenc why the Nazis had
pleked Poland for the concentration
camps. He got redder than the red
blouss I happened to be wedring and-
sald It was a provocative question
with an undertone. T sald it wasa't
but hs repested the same amswer
would gay nothing else,”

The Wizo delcgation demonstrated
&l Auschwitz and visited other con-
centration camps, Jewish
the remalns of the ghetlos and places
where the members’ grandparents or
other relatives had lived, -

“] sometimes felt as if I could smell
the gas,” sald Jaglom. “Only beasts
could have done what was done to
our people; human belngs couldn't
have done i.” '

Her volee was filled with emotion
‘and tears as she spoks of what she
bad seen. “This Is why the church's
effort at Christianization is 30 outra-

eous; we mustn't let them do i,
was {imporiant about our dem-

strations will follow ~ is that it showed .|

the Jews won't be sllenced. We
mustn't keep qulet.” l



HEARD OF WIZO QUOTES CARDINAL
SAYING HE'S POWERLESS ON NUNS
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 7 (JTR) -— The ranking Roman Catholic prelate
in Poland claims he is powerless to remove a Carmelite convent
from the grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp because the
nuns refuse to leave, according to the president of the Women's
International Zionist Organization.

Raya Yaglom reported here Wednesday that she had a long
conversation with the Polish cardinal, Franciszek Macharski.

He was one of the European cardinals who signed the Geneva
agreement with world Jewish leaders in February 1987, promising
that the convent would be relocated within two years.

‘*We spoke for two hours, and after much pressure he
admitted he had signed the undertaking but was incapable of
carrying it out,'’ Yaglom said.

‘*He justified this by repeating over and over that he had
rnot expected the nuns to be so recalcitrant and that he had

anyway received tens of thousands of letters from Polish
—=More—-

Catholics who wanted the convent left where it was,'' Yaglom
reported.
She arrived in Israel after leading a 300-member
international WIZO delegation on a study tour of Holocaust sites
in Poland.
They staged a demonstration at the Ruschwitz site to protest
the continued presence of the convent.
The women stood in silencey, holding up Israeli flags, WIZO
banners and signs reading, °‘Get the Carmelite Convent Out Of
Auschwitz.'?
Yaglom said she had her meeting with Macharski after the
Auschwitz visit, when she asked him what the significance was of
the 24—foot—high cross recently erected in front of the convent.
The cardinal told her it marked the place where the first
Poles fell victim to the Nazis.
The WIZO head said her meetings in Poland left her °‘with
the clear feeling that there is a strong desire there,
particularly in the Church, to de—Judaize the Shoah and turn it
into a Christian Holocaust.'? WAV Tl g
She said of Cardinal Ma:harski, **At no point did he ment ion
Jews or the suffering of the Jews. He spoke of Polish suffering,
and he also denied. that the convent's premises had ever been the'
storehouse for the death camp's Zyklon B gas cylinders.®’ -
-=More-—-

But the Polish minister of religions, Vladislav Lorenc, .
admitted to Yaglom that the building that now houses the convent
had indeed been used to store the pgas, though it had not been the
main storage.

Yaglom said that in parting, she asked the minister why he
thought the Nazis chose Poland as the place to build their
extermination camps.

‘*He went very red and said, ‘that’s a very provocative

'qdééffaﬁ;’”ﬁiﬁﬁaﬁfdéi;bdrating further,'? Yaglom reported.
JTA END - - _
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. AUSCHWITZ CONVENT 1S EETWEEN FOLES AND JEWS}

IT IS NOT A VATICAN-JEWISH CONFLICT
By Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaun .

(Copyright 1989, Jewish Telegraphiec Agency, Inc.)
' --NEW YDRK

It is a positive thing that the meeting of the World Jewish
Congress Executive in Montreal during early May adopted a
rescluticon abandoning an earlier pronouncement of its American
Section calling for a worldwide Jewish boycott of FPope John Paul
II. :

While this latest action may in time help ease the mounting
tensions in Vatican-Jewish relations -— the worst I have seen
during the past 30 years -—- much damage has been done, and it.
will take considerable kriowledge, experience and wisdom to
correct the present troubled situation.

The core of the problem remains the preserice of the
Carmelite convent on the grourds of Auschwitz.

The piocus, determined nuris created the problem by their
___unilateral transforming of a Nazi warehouse used for storing
Zyklon—-B gas into a convent. But some Jews, I believe, have
misconstrued the stubborn Carmelite issue.

’ The removal of the convent to other quarters —— which has
been agreed upen by all parties —-- is overwhelmirngly an issue
that concerns the Polish Cathelic Church, the Polish government,
the Carmelite Order and world Jewry.

By church law and discipline, only the Polish church has the
power to remove the convent, which is under its jurisdiction. The
pope and the Vatican have much influernce, but not the decision-—
making power, and there is a basic difference between power and
influence.

Last week, Cardinal Jan Willebrands, Vatican head of
Catholic-Jewish relations, at a meeting with several of us,
confirmed that the Polish Catholic church possesses decisive
authority to move the Carmelite convent to a new center.

He said the Vatican and he personally can and will help in
the transfer, but only in the background.

It is a weird irony that most Roman Catholics have a limited
perception of papal infallibility (only in **Faith and Morals'')y !
but some 'Jews’ in their naivete believe that the pope is

. infallihle‘in everything.in the Catholic’s-world:u:it:]
A Thagitoidoris ;snap hfs*fingers, .and _the_ convent
'eaﬁ.?!f it has " not*dlsappeared,yii,;-

T My intuxtion tells me — I don't yet have hard evidence to.
" confirm it. &~ that when the Vatican and the Anti-Defamation
League canceled their scheduled meeting in early May, the first
time to my knowledge that has happened with a Jewish' nrnup in; .'.’;O"““1
_years since Vatican Council® II. the_ Vatican was’ signaling_gu

‘ pont1nues, I‘m afraid there will be further repr:sals.q xT
Meanwhi!e, the issue remains as it was.at the beginning.;
convent, which distorts the meaning of Ruschwitz to the Jewishii: :
people, must be removed to an interim place until the new center;- e
and convent —— which the pope committed himself to support in;; "~
Vienna in June 1988 -- are constructed. -
That is the issue-that must be negotiated dxrectly, wisely..

;ﬁiﬂ and with calm effectiveness by world Jewry, the Polish Catholic
authorities and the Polish government.

Rabbi Marec H. Tanerbaum is international consultant for the
American Jewish Committee.

JJARenp TTTTTTTTTT
—=More--
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CARMELITES-APPEAL June 1, 1989 (680 words) Follow-up
VATICAN AGAIN ASKS DISSIDENT NUNS TO LEAVE
By Cindy Wooden

WASHINGTON (NC) — For a second time the Vatican has ordered four Discalced Carmelite nuns to end their eight-
month barricade and cooperate with church officials who offer “‘the possibility of saving your vocation.”

The nuns, protesting what they see as a liberalization of their austere lifestyle, have been barricaded in the infirmary
of their New Jersey monastery since October.

Although the Vatican congregation for Religious has declined their appeal, the nuns ‘‘are going to remain where they
are’’ and will file an appeal with the Apostolic Signature, the Vatican’s highest court, said Betty Sutton, a spokeswoman
for the dissident nuns at the Carmelite monastery in Morristown, N.J.

““The sisters are doing OK; they're holding up,’* Mrs. Sutton said in a June 1 telephone interview with National Catholic
News Service.

The Vatican Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, in a letter dated May
15 and delivered to the nuns May 30, confirmed its Feb. 22 decision that all but the oldest protester, who Is in her
70s, should leave the monastery.

Five Carmelites locked themselves in the infirmary in early October fearing they would be expelled from the monas:ery
because of their outspoken objections to changes made in the community's contemplative lifestyle by Mother Theresa
of the Trinity Hewitt, the prioress since 1987.

The changes included brighter lighting in the chapel, the purchase of a television set and the serving of sweets.

One of the protesters, 28-year-old Nicole Prescott, who was called Sister John of the Cross, left the barricade in
March for health reasons. Her temporary vows as a Carmelite had expired, and she is no longer a nun.

Copies of the May 15 Vatican letters were sent to Bishop Frank J. Rodimer of Paterson, in whose diocese the monastery

is located. The diocese issued a statement about the situation May 31.

The statement quoted the letters to the nuns as saying, ‘““The problem has been earefully re-examined from all points
of view.”

““The good of your soul, the safeguarding of the ;ralues of religious life, respect for the established authority and
the witness we have to render to the church convinces us to confirm what has been decided,” the letter said. =

The letter affirmed the Vatican’s earlier decision that Sisters Teresita Romano and Marla Ercoland should “leave

.the monastery at Morristown and transfer to another monastery which is willing to accept you.” . .= .= &5
Sister Philomena Kostanowski, because of her “age and the state of health,’”” may remain at the monastery if she
promises “‘to obey the legitimate superior.”” -- : . 2w

The temporary vows of 34-year-old Lynn Williams, who was called Sister Bernadette of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

,_“'

>

“Considering that the chapler (an official gatherlng of the community’s members) did not admit you to solemn pro-
fesslon — thls Is the unquestionable right of the community — and because the time for which your profession was
made has elapsed, you are obliged to leave the monastery,” the Ielter to Miss Willlams said. - PRy g MR

In a separate letter to Bishop Rodimer, Cardlnal Achille Silvestrini, prelecl of the Apostolic Signature, said, ‘“There
is no recourse pending before this supreme tribunal concerning the Carmelite sisters of Morristown.”” - :

However, a Vatican source told National Catholic News Service in Rome June 1 that the nuns do have aright to bring
their case before the Signature. According to canon law, the court handles ‘‘contentions legitimately referred to it which
arise from an act of ecclesiastical administrative power.”

The nuns would pursue the appeals process because “their case has never been disclosed and defended before
the supreme court,”” Mrs. Sutton said.

have also .expired. .. . . s LD TS e



FEDERRTION OF POLISH JEWS CALLS
FOR END TO CATHOLIC-JEWISH TALKS

NEW YORKy; June 7 (JTR) -- The Federation of Folish Jews in
the United States said this week that it will demand suspension
of Catholic—-Jewish dialogue if a Carmelite converit built on the
grounds of the former Auschwitz death camp is not removed
forthwith.

The federation claimed that the furor arcused by the convent
deterred plans by the Catholic Capuchin order to build a chapel
on the site of Sobibor, ancther death camp in FPoland, all of
whose irmates were Jews.

Yechiel Dobekirer and Leon llutovich, vice presidents of the
federation, said in a statement that ®'‘had this development gone
unchecked, we would scon have witnessed the establishment of
additional convents, churches or chapels at Treblinka, Sobibor,
Majdarnek and other places where milliors of Jews perished at the
hands of the Nazis.'!

They criticized the Polish government for the convent being
under its jurisdiction, saying '‘the government carnot be
-=More—-

absolved of resporisibility for developments like the one around
the Carmelite convent in Ruschwitz.'?

The federation specifically held Polish Cardinal Franciszek
Macharski ®‘chiefly responsible’’ for the continued failure to
remove the convent from Auschwitz.

Macharski was one of the European cardinals who signed an

agreement with world Jewish leaders in February 1987 in Geneva,
pledging that the convent would be relocated within two years.

A resolution adopted by the Federation stated, '‘As
spokesmen of the largest community of Polish Jews in the world,.
representing one million Jews from Poland, we condemn the

behavior of the Polish Catholic church hierarchy, and the evasive’

attitude of the Vatican, which violate the letter and spirit of
the 1987 accord signed by four cardinals of the Church -— among
them Franciszek Cardinal Macharski of Cracow, whose archdiocese
includes the AuschwWwitz camp site.?!?

The Federation said that any further delay in implementing . .

the agreement would leave it no choice but to demand suspension .
of the Catholic-Jewish interfaith dialogue and worldwide =
severance of Catholic—-Jewish relations. . .

JTA END
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iR _gr:we moral s:gmf' icance.

B acﬁoh is not taken in this dm:cuon forthwith, the Federation of Polish Jews of the United Stau_es

FEDERATION OF POLISH JEWS

OF THE UNITED STATES, INC,

1IN PEAtMD DD PARAPIPD IWIRPIPEN
1919 2T YU NIRPYIDRA AYXII9N

136 East 39th Street (Corner Lexington Ave.)
New York, N.Y. 10016 = (212).689-4930

RESOLUTION
ADOPTED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE FEDERATION OF

POLISH JEWS OF THE UNITED STATES AT ITS MEETING IN
NEW YORK CITY ON MAY 24, 1989.

The Federation of Polish Jews of the United States expresses its outrage and indignation at
the continuing postponements to remove the convent of Carmelite nuns from the site of the
Auschwitz death camp, where it was established in 1984 by the Catholic church of Poland.

More than any other place in the world, Auschwitz stands out as a symbol of the Holocaust
of the Jewish people. Among the millions murdered there, three quarters of the victims were
Jews.

Auschwitz, its crematoria and gas chambers are an eternal memorial to Jewish martyrdom
and human suffering. There is no place there for convents, chapels and houses of worship of any
denomination. The site of the noterious death camp should be left as is. Never should human
hands attempt to change it. But the Catholic church in Poland has made an attempt to do just that. .

As spokesmen of the largest community of Polish Jews in the world, representing one
million Jews from Poland, we condemn the behavior of the Polish catholic church authorities and
the evasive attitude of thé Vatican which violate the letter and the spirit of the 1987 accord, signed
by four Cardinals of the church, among them Franciszek Cardinal Macharski of Cracow, Poland.
whose archd.locese includes the Auschwitz camp site. 3 e

- This accord clearly stipulated the relocation of the convent by last February. Along wuh
 his superiors in the Vatican and in Poland, Cardinal Macharski is chiefly responsible forthe . -
present situation and should be called to account for the manner in which he approached an issue of :

‘No amount of excuses can justify any further delay to relocate the Carmelite convent. If |

- will demand immediate suspension of the Catholic-Jewish interfaith dialogue and worldmdc %
- severance of Catholic-Jewish relations. :

“The Executive Committee of the Federation of Polish Jews of the United States furthcr B
resolves to present this resolution to Polish government representatives accredited in the United -
States for transmittal to the government in Warsaw and to the Catholic church authorities in
Poland. Furthermore, the resolution will be presented to the Apostolic Nuncio in Washington for
transmittal to the Vatican.
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20602 Paris
Le Directeur général
10 MAI 1989

référence : DG/4.5/01/7.3/POL
Madane,

Par votre lettre du 17 mars dernier, vous avez bien voulu
appeler mon attention sur le projet d'installation d'un couvent
de Carmélites dans un bitiment ziu camp d'Auschwitz.

Comme vous le savez sans doute, dés 1986 1'inguiétude
suscitée par les projets d'aménagement et d'affectation au Carmel
- du "Theatergebdude™ d'Auschwitz avait été partagée par =non
prédécesseur et par le Président du Comité du patrimoine mondial,
en raison de 1l'inscription du camp d'Auschwitz-Birkenau sur 1la
Liste du patrimoine mondial.

A l'épogue les autorités polonaises avaient été informées
par les soins de 1'Unesco de “1l'émotion gqu'avait soulevée .cette
question. Des consultations onfl eu lieu entre des représentants
des différentes -<communautés \intéressées et une solution
satisfaisante pour toutes les parties a été trouvée, sur la base
d'un accord de principe portar!t sur le respect di au site
- d'Auschwitz.

Les contacts nécessaires vth étre pris avec, les autorités

polonaises aﬁ.n d'appele.r leur a?:.'tention sur votre camunication. ;é-.

Par nilleurs, le Secrétnriat ne manguera pas de transnettra
tous les éléments dont il disposera sur]cette question au Bureau
du Comité du patr.{noi.ne mondial lors de fa prochaine session. . -:

Je vous prie d'agrée.r, ln!ad' . 1l1'assurance de . na

..'cons:ldération distinguéa. :

.

Federico Mayor

Madame E. Sperling-Levin

Présidente

Conseil des Fermes juives de Belgique A. s.B. L.
Voskenslaan 137

B 9000 Gent (Belgique)

ebamis’
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AUSCHWITZ CONVENT CASTS A SHADOW
ER INTERFAITH CEREMONY IN BRAZIL
By Rochelle Saidel

SAO PAULO, Brazil, June 13 (JTA) - The
issue of a Carmelite convent on the grounds of
the former Auschwitz death camp cast a shadow
over an interfaith ceremony here Sunday night at
which a Catholic and a Jew were honored by the
Brazilian Bishops Conference.

Dr. Gerhart Riegner of Geneva, co- chalrman
of the World Jewish Congress Executive, and
Cardinal Johannes. Willebrands, president of the
Vatican Commission for Religious Relations With
the Jews, received the Patriarch Abraham awards.’

They were presented by the Bishops Confer-
ence’s Commission for Catholic-Jewish Dialogue,
in recognition of the leaders’ lifelong devotion to
strengthening relations between Catholics and
Jews.

The presentation was made by Dr. Jihan
Sadat, a prominent Moslem lay leader who is the
widow of the late President Anwar Sadat of
Egypt.

Riegner, in his remarks, urged the Bishops
Conference to *“use its influence in Rome and
Krakow” to resolve *“a serious conflict between
the Jewish community and the Polish Church”
over the convent.

He explained that its presence at a site of
Jewish mass extermination
everywhere” and, *“because of the profound
emotions it arouses, seriously risks affecting the
future harmonious Catholic-Jewish dialogue.”

“We had thought that we had found a
solution to the problem in the fncndly talks in
-Geneva-in February—1987," Riegner said. = m

“But unfortunately, nothing has happened so
far to implement those agrecments.”

He was referring to an agreement four
European cardinals signed with world Jewish
leaders in Geneva on Feb. 22, 1987.

Under the agreement, the Catholic Church
promised to relocate the convent within two
years.

r r

The deadline expired in February. The con-
vent remains on the site and a 24-foot-high cross
has been erected there in recent months.

The WIC Executive urged Pope John Paul II
last month to “exercise his authority to assure
the removal of the convent from the grounds of
Auschwitz without further delay.”

Willebrands described Riegner as “one of the
main pillars” of Catholic-Jewish relations over the
past 25 years.

He reviewed the background to the “great
change in our attitudes toward one another” that
took place after the Second Vatican Council in
1965.

He recalled that shortly afterward, the
Vatican established an office for Jewish relations.
Then, in 1974, it instituted a Commission for
Religious Relations With the Jews, now headed by
Willebrands.

In 1970, a permanent international liaison
committee was created, with five Catholic mem-
bers approved by the pope and five Jewish mem-
bers representing the International Jewish Com-
mittee on Interreligious Consultations.

Riegner was the first chairman of IJCIC.

In his speech accepting his award, the WIC
official hailed the Brazilian Bishops Conference
for condemning anti-Semitism, acknowledging “the

“deeply hurts Jews

continuing tradition of the Jewish people as a
living community” and recognizing *“the right of
the Jews to a tranquil political existence in their
country of origin.”

He noted that “for the Jewish people, these
rights have become a reality in the existence of

Israel.”
The Vatican does not have diplomatic rela-

tions with the Jewish state.

Model Of Mutual Recognition’ .

The awards ceremony was organized and
Joverseen by Rabbi Henry Sobel of Sao Paulo and
Leonardo Martin, coordinator of the Commission
for Catholic-Jewish Dialogue; of the  Bishops
Conference. : ) B

Saobel, spiritual leader of Congregacao Is-
raelita Paulista, which is the largest synagogue in
all of Latin America, called the event a milestone
in the history of Catholic-Jewish relations in
Brazil.

He noted that Brazil is the largest Cathohc
country in the world, with a population of 145
million, 90 percent of them Catholic. The Jewish
population numbers about 150,000.

Despite this ratio of nearly 1,000 to 1,
elations between Catholics and Jews in Brazil
“are a model of mutual recognition and respect,”
Sobel said.

“The experience of Catholics and Jews in
Brazil, working together against PLO extrcmists
on the left and. incipient neo-Nazi groups on the
right, offers a paradigm for joint action in the
face of common concerns -- and for building
understanding of each other,” the Sao Paulo rabbi
said.

- ~In-her keynote—address-after- presenting-the——

awards, Sadat spoke of Abraham as the father of
the three faiths and gave an overview of Abraham
in the Koran and Islamic literature.

IRANIAN JEWS MAY BE WORSE OFF
IN AFTERMATH OF KHOMEINI’S DEATH

NEW YORK June 13 (JTA) -- As bad as
their situation was under the rule of the late
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the Jews of Iran
may find themselves in even more precarious
straits under his successor,

That is the opinion of Rabbi Shlomo Berger,
director of the Near and Middle East Section of
the Agudath Israel of America. He is considered
to be an authority on Iran’s Jewish community,:
which is said to number between 25,000 and
30,000.

“While Khomeini was alive, the Jewish
community encountered hardship and suffering,
but the political atmosphere was relatively stable
and thcy usually had a clear idea where they
stood,” Berger said.

“Now, with various factions rivaling for
control, the uncertainty in itself compounds the
precariousness of the Jews’ situation.”

Berger, who heads Agudath Israel’'s world-
wide assistance efforts for Jews in distress, said-
his office is besieged by telephone calls from
Iranian Jews who settled in the United States in
;ecent years, seeking information about events in
ran

He said his organization has reccwed up-
dated information from Jews who left Iran after
Khomeini’s death. But he would not be specific.

“We are monitoring the situation -very
closely. It's time to be alert and to pray that
things will work out favorably,” Berger said,
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MEDIEVAL HAGGADAH UP FOR AUCTION
SAID TO HAVE BEEN STOLEN YEARS AGO
By Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, June 13 (JTA) -- A valuable
French medieval Haggadah set to be auctioned in
Geneva next week was stolen several years ago
from Poland, Judaica experts say.

The Jewish Historical Institute of Warsaw,
which last possessed the Wolf Haggadah, has
alerted the police, the Polish Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs and the Polish Foreign Ministry that
the item is being auctioned in Switzerland, said
Rabbi Philip Hiat, who has been in contact with
the institute.

Hiat is assistant to the president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

The Wolf Haggadah, valued at half a million
dollars, according to its pre-sale estimate, is
expected to be the highlight of a June 19 auction
conducted by Habsburg Feldman Co., the first
major auction of Judaica held in Geneva,

But Hiat is calling on Habsburg Feldman to
facilitate the return of the Haggadah to Warsaw.

“It should be returned to where it was
stolen from,” he said.

In 1982, Hiat organized the showing of the
Wolf Haggadah, along with other Judaica, in an
exhibit that traveled to three U.S. cities.

The exhibit, called “Fragments of Greatness
Rediscovered,” was displayed in New York’s
Jewish Museum before being taken to Baltimore
and Los Angeles.

Habsburg’s managing director, David Feld-
man, has said that the anonymous owner of the
Haggadah had supplied his auction house with
documentation of legal ownership. :

Hiat called that documentation *‘pure, utter
nonsense."

The Wolf Haggadah is named for a 19th-
century German collector who donated the Hag-
gadah to Berlin's Jewish community. It is believed
that the Haggadah was confiscated by the Nazis,
and ended up in Poland after World War I

Hiat said the Haggadah was offered for sale
two years ago in England, but the prospective
buyer changed her mind after hearing it was
stolen.

The richly illustrated Haggadah “is a very
rare object, and very valuable,” said Menahem
Schmelzer, professor of medieval Hebrew litera-
ture at the Jewish Theological Seminary. “My
concern is that this fine piece should become
accessible to the public and should be preserved.”

WORLDWIDE COMMEMORATIONS HELD
MARKING ANNE FRANK'S BIRTHDAY
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, June 13 (JTA) -- The small,
gray-haired woman climbed the marble pulpit and
addressed the audience in a soft Dutch accent.

“I was Anna Frank's playmate. We used to
meet after school in the big square in Amsterdam
South. She was lively and popular and although
we were the same age, she was already much
more mature. While we were playing marbles, she
was already smiling at boys.

“I remember being taken to meet her mother
at their apartment. Five years later, beside a
railway track in Russia, after our liberation from
Auschwitz, I introduced my mother to Mr, Frank.
In 1953, Anna became my posthumous stepsister.”

Eva Schloss told her simple tale at a com-
memorative concert Monday night at New York's

Cathedral of Saint John the Divine, on what
would have been Anne Frank's 60th birthday.

Frank died in the Nazi concentration camp
at Bergen-Belsen in 1945, a month before British
troops liberated the camp on April 15 and three
months shy of her 16th birthday.

The diary she kept as her family hid from
the Nazis in an Amsterdam attic, saved by non-
Jewish friends and released by her father, has for
40 years pricked the conscience of the world.

The concert, sponsored by the American
Friends of the Anne Frank Center and the Inter-
national Center for Holocaust Studies of the Anti-
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, was one of the
largest events being held this week worldwide to
mark the anniversary.

Other ceremonies included a lecture at the
Holocaust Resource Center in Allentown, Pa,
special broadcasts om public television, and art
exhibits and discussion groups at youth centers
throughout Frankfurt, West Germany, the city of
Anne’s birth.

ADL chose the occasion to release a special
Holocaust curriculum for secondary school stu-
dents, and Doubleday used the event to publish an
unexpurgated critical edition of the diary.

For Schloss and others appearing at the New
York commemoration, including the actress Liv
Ullman, the anniversary was a time not only to
remember the gifts of the young writer but to
dec:y those evils -- from war to homelessness -
thar still cause the deaths of children,

The Brooklyn Philharmonic Orchestra played
conductor Lukas Foss' “Elegy for Anne Frank,”
composed specially for the concert. And high-
school student Matthew Silver read his prize-
winning essay, “What Anne Frank Means to Me."

“Why weren’t tears shed and protests held
when they could have saved the victims?” he
asked, his voice echoing and extending into the
far reaches of the cavernous cathedral. “We must
stand up for morality and decency and never al-
low inhumanity to be accepted by our silence.”

HUMOR CONFERENCE NO LAUGHING MATTER
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 13 (JTA) - The Third
International Conference on Jewish Humor will be
held at Tel Aviv University here next week --
but the participants will not be telling jokes or
talking about the Palestinian uprising, the main
topic of conversation in Isracl these days.

Noting that politics remains the focus of any
conversation in Israel, Avaner Ziv, a psychology
professor at the university, said that “therc is
life outside of politics. In fact, one of the origi-
nal things about the conference is that there will
not be one word about the intifada.”

Sam Girgus, of the University of Oregon,
will be lecturing on “Philip Roth and Woody
Allen: Freudian Poetics and the Humor of the
Oppressed,” while Paulo Santarcangell of Italy’s
University of Turin will talk about “Fundamental
Features of Jewish Humor in Time and Space.”

Ziv pointed out that when the Jews started
leaving Eastern Europe, the “schlemiels” (fools)
went to America and the “chutzpaniks” (gutsy
ones) went to Israel.

The foels continued to invent and trade
Jewish jokes in the *“goldena medina,” while the
hard-headed idealists put their chutzpah to work
clawing out the Jewish state.

But in the process, they became so serious
they lost one of the best Jewish traits -- humor,
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Rabin maintained that the Palestinians now
have an option. “They must choose between
negotiations and violence. It is up to them to
make the decision,” he said.

The Palestine Liberation Organization has

informed the United States that it would consider
the election option only if guaranteed that Israeli
military forces will be withdrawn from the terri-
tories beforehand.

Israeli leaders have ruled out such an evacu-
ation. But Rabin"s stated willingness to discuss
where troops would be deployed indicates that the
Israeli position on this point may be more flexible
than previously believed.

Rabin said that Isracl has two parallel tasks
in the administered territories: to maintain order
and to prepare for the negotiating process.

He spoke at a breakfast meeting with a
group of about 20 intellectuals, including Marie-
Clair Mendes-France, widow of the late French-
Jewish prime minister, Pierre Mendes-France.

Mendes-France has been sympathetic to both
Israel and the Palestinian cause. She met with
PLO leader Yasir Arafat last Friday in Tunis.

Rabin praised U.S. Secretary of State James
Baker’s May 22 speech on the Middle East, though
it angered many Israelis,

“The only misgivings I have deal with the
fact that he talked about the final outcome of
the negotiating process by calling on us to give
up the vision of a Greater [sracl.

“The final outcome should be left open,”
Rabin said.

Rabin met Monday with Premier Michel
Rocard and with the French defense minister,
Jean-Pierre Chevenement, on Tuesday. He was due
to return to Israel Wednesday morning.

IDF CRACKS DOWN ON WEST BANK GANGS,
ARRESTING 50 AND DEMOLISHING HOMES
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, June 13 (JTA) -- The Israel
Defense Force cracked down this week on terror-
ist gangs in the Nablus and Jenin areas that have
targeted Palestinians believed to be cooperating
with the Israeli authorities.

The army also imposed a curfew on the
Tulkarm refugee camp Tuesday following disturb-
ances there.

More than 350 arrests were made in the
Nablus area. Four houses belonging to suspects
were demolished and six were sealed off, follow-
ing the arrests.

The security forces hope the roundup put an
end to the vyearlong firebomb attacks in the
Nablus area, which badly burned several people
and caused extensive property damage.

Targets of the bombings included the local
planning office, a Bank Leumi branch and several
cafes.

The Jenin gang was responsible for the
death of a local policeman last year. The homes
of two of its members were demolished, and four
other houses were sealed off.

The demolitions were carried out after the
High Court of Justice rejected an appeal from a
family living in one of the two homes. The other
family did not appeal.

In other punitive actions, the IDF demolished
a house in Beit Ummar and sealed two others in
Samua village, in the Hebron area. The owners
were arrested for allegedly attacking local resi-
dents and for other acts of violence.

A Gaza military court imposed prison sen-
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tences Tuesday on three Arab. youths accused of
illegal assembly and incitement.

One received 30 months in. jail and another
got two years for incitement. A third youth was
sentenced to 20 months in jail and fined $635 for
throwing objects at an army patrol.

The army barred a pro-Palestinian group of
Israclis on Tuesday from entering the Dehaishe
refugee camp, near Bethlehem. The army said it
could not be responsible for its safety.

Meanwhile, Shmuel Goren, coordinator of
government activities in the administered terri-
tories, told the Knesset Foreign Affairs and
Defense Committee on' Tuesday that the civil
administration is scarchmg for ways to reopen
Palestinian schools. w

Israel has come under consnderable criticism
abroad for the closures.

Goren said the civil administration would
only agree to reopen the schools if it received
guarantees they would not be used for incitement
to violence.

SAGGING TRADE, UNEMPLOYMENT RISE
POINT TO A RECESSION IN ISRAEL
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jume 13 (JTA) -- Israel's
economy appears to be sinking into a recession
and business leaders do not expect it to recover
this year, despite rosier forecasts by the Treas-
ury. : .

According to newly recleased figures, the
trade deficit has widened, exports are stagnant
and unemployment is on the rise.

Industrial output has fallen 2.5 percent, so
far this year, on top of a 3.5 percent decline in
1988, the Central Bureau of Statistics reported.

“Treasury officials say the immediate effect
of the economic downturn has been a sharp drop
in tax revenues, which may force a further tight-
ening of the state budget.

Officials of the Manufacturers Association
told a news conference in Tel Aviv on Monday
that mcasures the Treasury adopted in January to
stimulate economic growth were insufficient.

They accused the country's economic policy-
makers of misleading the public, dubbing them the
“national anesthetizers.™

Exports have not risen despite the devalua-
tion of the shekel and the erosion of salaries, the
business leaders pointed out. . -

Industrial wages for the first three months
of 1989 dropped to the level of the second quar-
ter of 1987.

ANOTHER SOLDIER DIES IN ACCIDENT
By Cathrine Gersoa..-- -2 ... ..

JERUSALEM, June 13 (JTA) -- A reserve
soldier was killed Tuesday morning and two other
soldiers were injured in the second fatal road
accident in two days involving an Israel Defense
Force jeep.

It occurred in Halhoul, near Hebron in the
West Bank, under circumstances that were not
immediately clear. The driver is believed to have
lost control of the jeep, possibly because a tire
blew out.

The soldier who died was identified as staff
Sgt. Rafi Baruch. The two injured soldiers were
taken to Hadassah University Hospital, Ein Kerem,

An IDF soldier was killed and two others
injured only 24 hours earlier, when their jeep
overturned in the southern Lebanon security zone.
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NCSJ CONDITIONALLY SUPPORTS WAIVER
OF JACKSON-VANIK AMENDMENT SANCTIONS
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, June 13 (JTA) -- The Nation-
al Conference on Soviet Jewry said Tuesday it
was “prepared to support a waiver” of sanctions
contained in the 1975 Jackson-Vanik Amendment,
if President Bush receives “appropriate assur-
ances” from the Soviet Union in four key areas.

The conference’s preconditions for granting
such a waiver are a sustained high level of Soviet
emigration; codification of emigration laws; prog-
ress on resolving the cases of long-term refuse-
niks; and reversal of emigration refusals to those
who allegedly had access to state secrets.

In essence, the vote gives a green light to
the Bush administration to urge the 12-month
waiver, something the administration would be
loath to do without significant American Jewish
Support.

“It gives a signal that if they feel comforta-
ble with a waiver, that's their option,” said
Martin Wenick, executive director of the National
Conference.

A waiver would grant the Soviets most-
favored-nation trade status and allow them to
receive U.S, government credits for the first time
since 1975,

On May 12, President Bush said he would
support a temporary waiver if the Soviet Union

tary of State James Baker said it would also be
appropriate to waive the less-powerful Stevenson
Amendment, which withholds U.S. government loan
guarantees, should the emigration reforms be
institutionalized.

President Bush *has that first responsibility
-- to act in the best interest of the United
States,” Shoshana Cardin, chairwoman of the
National Conference, said at a news conference
convened Tuesday afterncon to announce her
organization’s new policy stance.

Thr I n

The new policy was approved overwhelmingly
by the conference’s Board of Governors, which
met here Monday and Tuesday. Of 52 voting
members, only three dissented and one abstained.

The three voting against the policy change
were the Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry and
representatives of two undisclosed Jewish federa-
tions. A third federation representative abstained.

The vote came after four hours of discussion
and debate that were “wrought with emotion,”
said Cardin. The 14-year-old amendment has
become for the Soviet Jewry movement the ulti-
mate measure of U.S. intentions on Soviet emigra-
tion matters.

There was no discussion of the Stevenson
Amendment, because it did not have the same
“vested interest” for the Jewish community, said
Cardin.

The National Conference, a coalition of 47
national Jewish groups and close to 300 Jewish
community relations councils and federations,
announced Jan. 10 that it planned to reassess its
position on Jackson-Vanik.

The organized Jewish community had been
anxiously awaiting NCS8J’s decision, in the wake of

the marked increase in Soviet Jewish emigration
over the past six months, projected to exceed
40,000 this year.

Supporters of a waiver include the World
Jewish Congress, the American Jewish Congress,
the Workmen'’s Circle and the majority of dele-
gates to the National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council plenum in February.

Delegates to the NJCRAC plenum included
representatives from 110 local Jewish community

" relations councils, as well as national Jewish

groups including the American Jewish Committee
and American Jewish Congress.

A :

The decision Tuesday is *“very much consis-
tent” with an action taken Monday by the execu-
tive committee of NJCRAC, which met in Cincin-
nati. :
Albert Chernin, executive vice chairman of
NIJCRAC, said in an interview from Cincinnati
that his group also based its decision on “assur-
ances that the U.S. would seek the cooperation of
Congress in granting a temporary waiver should
the Soviet Union codify its immigration laws.”

Opponents of a waiver at this time include
the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, represent-
ing 50 local Soviet Jewry councils and 100,000
members worldwide.

Pamela Cohen, national president of the
Union of Councils, said in an interview from

- Chicago - that -the ~National—Cenference -decisioniws-

could be seen by the Soviets as “a premature
major concession.”

Cohen said the Union of Councils wants
more than *“assurances” of Soviet progress, but
“resolution of all the long-term cases amd publi-
cation and implementation of legislation" consis-
tent with past Soviet promises.

The Soviets pledged in January, in a human
rights agreement signed in Vienna, to codify a
liberalization of its emigration practices.

But according to Cardin of the National
Conference, “this is not the end of the process,
but a beginning.” Noting that her organization's
announcement “culminated six months of study,”
she called this a “historic day.”

(JTA staff writer Andrew Silow Carroll in
New York contributed to this report.)

RABIN SAYS DEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS
DURING ELECTIONS IS NEGOTIABLE
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, June 13 (JTA) -- Israel will not
agree to remove security forces from the terri-
tories during the proposed Palestinian elections
there. But where troops will be stationed is a
matter ‘‘open to negotiations,” Defense Minister
Yitzhak Rabin said here Tuesday.

Rabin, in Paris on an official visit and to
attend the air show at Le Bourget, spoke to a
group of French intellectuals about Israel’s peace
plan which, among other things, calls for Pales-
tinian elections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“I don’t want to go into any details before -
we have a positive reply from our future nego-.
tiating partners,” the defense minister said.

So far, none of those prospective
locutors has stepped forward.

inter-
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FATE OF 14TH-CENTURY HAGGADAH -
NOW IN HANDS OF SWISS JUDGE
By 'I'a-n_:g-r Levy

. GENEVA, Tune 18 (JTA) -- The fate of a
valuable medieval Haggadah is moving from the
auction, f'laor to the courtroom.

A Swiss judge will rule Monday whether the
contested Wolf Haggadah will go on sale that
same evening, or whether the sale will be stop-
ped, in order to give those claiming ownership of
the Haggad':.zh time to submit their pleas.

Marek Potovsky, spokesman. for Habsburg
Feldman auction house, said the I14th-century
manuscript, valued at about half a million dollars,
“is being claimed by three parties. -

Two of the claimants are the Jewish com-
munities of East and West Berlin. The third is the
Polish government, representing the Warsaw’s
Jewish Historical Institute.

Court sources said Judge Vladimir Stemberger
will meet Monday with attorneys representing the
various claimants and then decide if the sale
should proceed.

The possibility remains that the Haggadah
could be sold that same evening, along with other
Judaica scheduled to be auctioned.

The controversy over the Haggadah’s owner-
ship stems from its mysterious history. _

Albert Wolf, a German Jew, reportedly
donated the manuscript to Berlin's Jewish com-
munity around the turn of the century. The
Haggadah disappeared during World War IT and
turned up in the Jewish Historical Institute in
Warsaw in 1946.

In 1982, the Haggadah was part of an exhibit
shown in three U.S. cities, entitled “Fragments of
Greatness Rediscovered.”

Shortly afterward, it
from the Historical Institute.

Heskel Toporowitch of Tel Aviv, Habsburg
Feldman’s consultant on the Haggadah, disputes
this version of the Haggadah’s history.

Toporowitch claims the manuscript belonged

was allegedly stolen

to a small synagogue in Berlin, where "it ‘disap-

peared during World War II. No one knows, he
said, what happened to it next.

Toporowitch, who is in Geneva for the
auction, 'said he "did not believe that either the
East or West Berlin Jewish community or the
Polish government had a legitimate claim on the
manuscript.

' Habsburg Feldman spokesman Potovsky told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency the auction house
“shall obviously abide by the court’s ruling.”

(JTA staff writer Allison Kaplan in New
York contributed to this report.)

RARE MOSAIC REPORTEDLY PURLOINED
FROM BEIT SHE’AN EXCAVATION SITE
By Cathrine Gerson

JERUSALEM, June 18 (JTA) -- A rare mosaic
floor was stolen from an archaeological excavation
site at Beit Shean, in northern Israel, apparéntly
late Thursday night.

The mosaic, dating from the Roman Byzan-
tine period, measures 5 feet square and shows the
Roman goddess Tyche with a crown on her head,
holding a horn of plenty in her hand.

- Experts have stated that the mosaic is one
of the most impressive finds at .the Beit She’an
excavations.

Archaeologist Giora Soler of the Education
anstrys antiquities section said the theft was

revealed early Friday morning and that it was a

- _professmnal job.,:

“Thc thlcvcs removed - the goddess from the
rest of the mosaic in a most professional way,
and: probably without damaging the mosaic,” Soler
said. He said he believes the perpetrators were
professional antiquities thieves and that the theft
was well planned.

Soler said the wvalue of the stolen mosaic
cannot be estimated, ‘“‘since it’s one of a kind in
Israel and abroad.” :

“I'm shocked by the sheer nerve of the
thieves -- to steal such a rare mosaic,” he said.

Archacologist Gabi Mozer, manager of the
Beit She’an site, said that there is no possibility
of selling the. mosaic...in. Israel. He said all sea-
ports and airports have been notified to prevent
the smuggling of the artifact out of the country.

BUNDESTAG REJECTS BID TO CENSURE
OFFICIAL WHO DEFENDED WAFFEN SS
By David Kantor

BONN, June 18 (JTA) -- The West German
parliament last week rejected a resolution censur-
ing government spokesman Hans Klein for remarks
last month in which he appeared to defend the
actions of the Waffen SS.

Klein, a member of Chance]lur Helmut Kohl’s
ruling Christian Democratic Union, was quoted as
saying that members of the ‘Nazi elite force were
not criminals, but regular soldiers who acted in
the belief they were serving their country,

The Bundestag also rejected a separate
motion which sought to distance the house from
Klein’s remarks. &

Both motions were easily defeated by the
governing majority of the CDU and Free Demo-
cratic Party. Voting for_the motions were the
Greens and some members of thc "Social Demo-
cratic Party.

Klein, who holds the rank of minister, was
quoted in early May by the Munich. .weekly Quick
as saying the Waffen S8 was *“a fighting unit, not
¢riminals "~ %

. Political observers believe Klein’s defense
was meant to recapture conservative wvoters who
recent]y deserted. the CDU for the extreme right-
wing Republican Party and other factions.

Last Thursday in Parliament, Jutta Oesterle-
Schwerin of the left-wing Greens, a Jerusalem-
born deputy who holds Israeli citizenship, said no
distinction could be made between the SS and the
Waffen SS, a unit which sometimes had combat
assignments.

Oesterle-Schwerin pointed out that during
the war, regular exchanges took place between
concentration,_camp guards and. members of the
combat troops.

- She also said the Wehrmacht, the 3rd Ger-
man army, committed many atrocities, too, and
was part of the Nazi machinery.

Her statements caused an uproar.

Members of the CDU repeatedly shouted
“rabble-rouser” when she said that opponents of
the Nazis and deserters were the heroes of the
time, not the Waffen SS. '

Klein defended his rgmarks,'saying it was.

wrong to, earmark all members of the SS as
criminals,

He also said he - dxd not mean to offend
Holocaust -survivors and was merely echoing
former wutterances by .leading West Germans,
including the late Social Democratic leader Kurt

Schumacher.

e ey T
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SENATE CONFIRMS BUSH'S CHOICE
TO HEAD BUREAU ON MIDDLE EAST @ -~
By Howard Rosenberg 3 :

WASHINGTON, J‘ung' 18 (JTA} -- The Senate
last week confirmed  John Kelly to be assistant
secretary of state for Near Eastern and South
Asian affairs.

President Bush, meanwhile, announced that
Richard Schifter would continue as assistant
secretary of state for human rights and humani-
tarian affairs, retaining the post he has held
since late 1985, when he succeeded Elliott
Abrams.

Kelly, who was confirmed by woice vote June
14, began work immediately, co-chairing a US.-
Soviet meeting of Middle East experts here last
Thursday and Friday.

Kelly co-chaired the meeting with Dennis
Ross, who heads the department’s policy-planning
staf f and who led a State Department delegation
last month to Israel, Egypt and Jordan.

Leading .the Soviet side was Vladimir Polya-
kov, who heads the Soviet Foreign Ministry's
Middle East department. State Department spokes-
woman Margaret Tutwiler said Friday she would
have nothing to report about the meeting.

Meanwhile, a letter signed by- more than 230
members of the House of Representatives-was sent
to Secretary of State James Baker on Friday.

Similar to one sent a week: before by 95
senators, the letter-calls on the secretary to show
full support for-Israel’s proposal for Palestinian
elections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. -

Also on Friday, Israel’s minister of justice,
.Dan_Meridor,” met with Baker, Undersecretary of
State for Political Affairs Robert Kimmitt -and
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh.

Meridor also spoke Friday at the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy and Saturday at the
76th annual - meeting of the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith in New York.

ARENS SAYS ISRAELI PEACE PLAN v
GETTING GOOD REACTION IN EUROPE
By David Kantor

_ BONN, June 18 (JTA) -- Isracl’'s peace
initiative is receiving a favorable, though cau-
tious, reaction in European capitals, Israeli For-
eign Minister Moshe Arens said here Sunday.
Arens, who is here to discuss Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir’s plan for clections of Palestinian
representatives in the administered territories,
said the Europeans *‘are interested in hearing us,
and they dodisplay a sympathetic attitude.”
Arens, emerging from-a three-hour meetmg

with his West German counterpart, Hans-Diéirich”

Genscher, said he hoped his talks here will help

shape a positive European attitude toward the.

Israeli plan, which is intended to provide for
some form of Palestinian autonomy in the future.

“They certainly do not reject our idea,”
Arens said of European leaders.

Genscher was not available for comment, but
one of his aides said the conversation with Arens
had produced a better understandmg of the Israeli
point of view.

Arens took issue with the
European government leaders to favor an inter-
national Middle East peace conference and to
bring the Palestine Liberation Organization into
the process, suggesting that both formulas were
outdated.

“No one can think today of conveniné a

tendency of-

peace forum, which has to take into consideration
the present Situation and to move forward to a
realistic assessment,” Arens said.

On Monday, Arens will get a chancc to put
this position to a test. He is due to meet with
Hans-Jochen Vogel of the opposition Social Demo-
cratic Party, who recently announced z decision
to. invite an official PLO. delegation to Germany
in October.

Arens also is scheduled to meet Monday with
West German President Richard von Weizsacker
and with Jurgen Warnke, the minister of economic
cocpcr.ation who handles foreign aid programs.

Refused T S e rman i < s e

~In a potcntlally embarrassing dcvelopmcnt
two of Arens’ aides refused to accompany. him, so
as not to set foot on German .soil. The refusal
was reported in the German press but did not
come up in his meeting with Genscher.

Sunday evening, Arens was to have dinner
with Rita Sussmuth, chairwoman of the Bundestag,
Germany’s parliament. Sussmuth reportedly said
recently that she could not visit Israel in an
official capacity because the chairman of the
Knesset, Dov Shilansky, refused to receive German
guests.’

Also on. Sunday, Arens la;d a wreath at a

‘memorial=built on the site of a former.synagogue

here, located on the bank of the Rhine River. -

The foreign minister is due to follow up his
stop in West Germany with a three-day visit to
neighboring Denmark, where he will likewise test
the diplomatic waters regarding Shamir’s election
proposal.

In Ccpenhagen -Arens and his wile will be
official guests of Danish Foreign Minister Uffe
Elleman-Jensen, who invited his counterpart for a
reciprocal visit, following his stay in Israel.

The Danish government is divided in its
approach to dealing with the PLO, which main-
tains an office in Copenhagen without enjoying
diplomatic status.

-+-=~The-Danish Social Democratic Party invited
PLO leader Yasir-Arafat to visit Denmark, but the
foreign minister refused to extend an official
lﬂ\ltatlﬂﬂ

In recent months, some leaders of the Soc:al
Democrats visited Arafat in his headquarters in
Tunis. They followed this up with a visit to-
Israel.

Danish police are making
arrangements for the Arens visit.

(JTA Copenhagen correspondent  Eli
comrfbu:ed to this report.)

tight security

Kohen

JUDGE DESTROYS ANT] NAZ.I PLAQUE
By David Kantor *° -~ i R

BONN, June 18 (JTA) -- Disciplinary pro-
ceedings were initiated Friday against a West
Berlin judge who destroyved a plaque commemorat-
ing draft resisters during the Nazi era who died
for their beliefs. :
ruined a plaque

Egbert Weiss last week
dedicated to the victims of the Reichskriegs-
gericht, a special Nazi court that sént to their -

deaths some 500 youths who rcfuscd to be draftcd
to military service..
The judge ap;::ar-:ntlyr was: upset bccausc
many of the victims were “simply deserters.”
"The ' plaque " was dedicated recently in a
Berlin. court in which Weiss presides. The building

. had been used as a Nazi court that handed down

verdicts against conscientious objectors.
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES:

LATEST ROUND OF LIKUD BATTLE
CENTERS ON DATE, TIME AND PLACE
By Gil Sedan and Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, June I8 (JTA) -- The dispute
in the Likud bloc over Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir’s peace plan is heading toward a major
collision, with disagreement currently centered on
the unlikely issue of the time and place of the
party’s upcoming Central Committee meeting.

Shamir and Foreign Minister Moshe Arens
want to convene the meeting on the afternoon of
July 4 in Tel Aviv, while three other powerful
Likud members insist the meeting take place on
the evening of July 2 in Jerusalem.

Although the date and venue of the meeting
is temporarily the bone of contention, the issue
at the center of the power struggle is the prime
minister’s peace inmitiative, which was approved
last month by both the Cabinet and the Knesset,
and will be voted on at the Likud meeting.

Opposing the plan are Industry and Trade
Minister Ariel Sharon, Housing Minister David
Levy and Yitzhak Moda’i, a minister without
portfolic who heads the Liberal Party wing of
Likud. They argue that the initiative in its pres-
ent form will result in a Palestinian state.

Shamir and Arens say that changes in the
plan proposed by the opposition will make it
unacceptable to both the Arabs and the United
States.

The tally of Likud Central Committee mem-
bers who endorse the peace plan and oppose it is
uncertain, but it is believed to be very close.
Both sides believe a few votes may tip the bal-
ance,

Shamir’s camp is concerned that if the
meeting is held on the evening of July 2 in
Jerusalem, Sharon, who is chairman of the Central
Committee, could delay the wvote on the peace
plan until late at mnight, when some Shamir sup-
porters -- many of whom are older and live in
the Tel Aviv area -- could either leave early
without voting or cut the debate short.

Washington Is Concerned

The vote is a battle Shamir cannot afford to
lose. If the committee rejects the peace plan, it
will be viewed as a vote of “no confidence” in
Shamir by his own party. Acknowledging this, the
prime minister has threatened to resign if Likud
does not endorse the initiative.

In Washington, senior officials in the Bush
administration told the Israeli newspaper Hadashot
that they fear both instability in the Israeli
government and an escalation in the Palestinian
uprising if the Central Committee rejects Shamir’s
plan.

The committee meeting and the vote were
scheduled after Sharon and his allies complained
that Shamir sought international support for the
plan without consulting his own party. Under
heavy pressure, Shamir agreed to put the matter
before the committee.

It originally had been agreed to convene the
committee on July 2. But the cavernous Tel Aviv
Cinerama building, one of the few large enough
for the gathering, was not available on that date,
so the meeting was put back to July 4.

But Sharon’s aides, speaking for the minis-
ter, who was overseas, said Wednesday they had
already sent invitations to committee members to
convene in Jerusalem on July 2.

In a countermove Thursday, the Likud Secre-

S
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tariat, which is chaired by Arens, ruled that the
meeting would take place on July 4.

The next day, Sharon reacted angrily in
telephone interviews from London, saying the
Secretariat decision was illegal and that, as
Central Committee chairman, it was he who had
the right to determine the time and place of the
meeting.

Israeli newspapers said Sunday that Shamir
is losing patience with Sharon and is considering
moving to throw him out of Likud.

In a secret poll conducted by the Shamir-
Arens camp, 1,175 Central Committee members
were asked whether they would support the peace
plan. Of these, 565 said they would support it, 88
said they would oppose it, 151 were undecided and
371 refused to participate in the survey.

Observers here speculated Sunday that
Shamir and his opponents would reach some form
of compromise before the meeting, in the hope of
avoiding a general showdown over the peace plan.

But if the issue comes to a head, they are
predicting that the meeting will far outshine the
13th Maccabiah Games as being ‘‘the best show in
town."”

HIGH COURT PANEL VISITS JAIL
AND FINDS IMPROVED CONDITIONS
By Hugh Orgel . ;-

TEL AVIV, June 18 (JTA) - A demand for
the closure of the Dhahiriya detention facility in
Hebron has been retracted by Israel's Association
for Civil Rights.

The association, petitioning with four Dhahi-
riya detainees, had asked that the facility be shut
down because of inhuman conditions there. Their
petition included complaints about overcrowding, a
lack of light and ventilation and generally un-
hygienic conditions.

But a visit to the West Bank detention
center by a panel of judges from the High Court
of Justice showed that improvements had recently
been made, according to a report in the Israeli
newspaper Davar.

In anticipation of the court’s visit, wider
windows were installed in the detention center,
hygiene conditions improved and the time allotted
for detainees” walks outside their cells had been
extended.

Following the panel’s visit, the High Court
ruled that a committee of experts that now
supervises conditions at the Ketziot detention
facility should also supervise the conditions at
Dhahiriya.

Davar also reported that leaders of detainees
at the Ketziot facility have rejected a recent
proposal by the Israel Defense Force.

The army had proposed that detainees work
at binding books for Gaza schools. The detainees
refused on the grounds that such cooperation with
prison authorities was prohibited by the unified
leadership of the uprising.

ISRAEL AGAIN STRIKES BASES IN LEBANON
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 18 (JTA) -- Israeli air force
planes attacked terrorist bases in Lebanon again
on Friday, for the second time in a week.

The targets of the raid were said to have
been bases of George Habash’s Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine and the Abu Nidal
group, located in the Rashidiya refugee camp,
south of the coastal city of Tyre.
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CONVENT AT AUSCHWITZ TO MOVE SOON,
FRENCH CARDINAL TELLS JEWISH LEADER
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, June 18 (JTA) -- The Carmelite
convent built at Auschwitz may soon be relocated,
an action that would remove Doth a troubling

__symbol from the site of the former death camp

|

___when the nun

and an obstacle in the path of smoother Catholic-
Jewish relations.

The convent will be relocated: to a s:tc some

550 yards m_the former camp perimeter,
a chief Catholic official involved in trying to
resolve the dilemma reportedly has informed a
Jewish leader here.

Theo Klein, who headed the Jewish delega-
tion “TRat negotiated the original agreement to
move the convent, said he was promised in a
letter from Cardinal Albert Decourtray of Lyan
that the move would take place before July 22, a
deadline suggested by the cardinal earlier this

year.
“The cardinals have honored their p_chgc."

said Klein, who is immediate past president of
CRIF, the Council of Jewish Institutions in
France.

But World Jewish Congress officials here and

in New York, who have been following the con-
troversy closely, expressed surprise Sunday, when
told of Klein's announcement.

In fact, Serge Cwajgenbaum, director of the
- WIC Paris- e, said that when he asked Klein

for confirmation, Klein told him he had “no idea
" Elan Steinberg, WIC
executive director, said in Ncw York.

Decourtray and other Roman Catholic Church
representatives signed a document two years ago
agreeing that the convent would be removed by

LFcb. 22, 1989.
moval Of Cross Ur

Failure to meet that date has caused a furor

among Jewish. leaders, who have met repeatedly,

in Europe, Israel, the United States and Canada,

< with representatives of the Vatican and of the

government of Poland, where Auschwitz is lo-
cated, .

To quell the fury, Decourtray suggested
earlier this year that the convent by moved by
July 22 to interim quarters, where the Carmelite
nuns would stay until a new convent could be
built.

On Friday, Klein said he hoped the nuns
would remove without delay the 24-foot cross
they have erected at the convent, which soars
above the site of the former death camp.

Klein said Decourtray told him that the

6 {ownm of the plot of land on which the nuns

plan to build their new convent have agreed to

-"'the sale and that a contract would be signed in a

few days.

The new convent would be separated from
the former death camp by two streets, several
blocks of buildings and a row of trees, Klein said.

He said local Polish authorities have de-
livered a construction permit to the head of the
Krakow See, Cardinal . Franciszek Macharski,
janother of the parties to the original agreement
to move the convent,

But Steinberg of WIC said, “I know at

present that the proposed site of the new convent
is an empty plot of land with no possibility of
construction until 1990, according to Decourtray.”

“We would welcome a resolution to this
controversy, which casts a long shadow on Vati-
can-Jewish relations,”” he said.

Macharski, in whose domain Auschwitz lies,
has been considered the Catholic leader most able
to move the nuns from their controversial loca-
tion. But as recently as this month, he said he

““was unable to convince the nuns to move.

(JTA staff writer Susan Birnbaum in New
York contributed to this report.)

DARING SHOOTING ATTACK IN GAZA
HIGHLIGHTS WEEKEND OF BLOODSHED
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, June 18 (JTA) -- An Israeli
soldier was shot and slightly wounded Sunday in a
daring attack near Israel Defense Force head-
quarters in Gaza.

The IDF officer was fired upon from a
passing car as he was walking toward the offices
of the civil administration.

The soldier, Capt. Yisrael Barshai, a 42-year-
old reservist serving in the civil administration,
suffered only a slight injury., But another bullet
from the car hit an Arab, who was badly wounded
in his hip.

The incident was one in a series of bloody
events in the-Gaza Strip-over ‘the weekend. Four
Palestinians were Kkilled and over 30 wounded
during clashes with IDF soldiers at Gaza refugee
camps.

Three were shot. at the Rafah camp, and
one, a 15-year-old Palestinian youth, was killed at
the Khan Yunis camp.

_In _the Wcst Bank city of Nablus, a 17-year-
old Palestmlan youth died Sunday. He had been
shot by an IDF patrol after he refused to identify
himself and ran away from the soldiers.

The army demolished eight houses during the
weekend and sealed off another three. The houses
were owned by suspected miembers of Hamas, the
Islamic fundamentalist organization.

A group of Jewish leftist activists, led by
Knesset member Yossi Sarid of the Citizens Rights
Movement, expressed solidarity Sunday with the
family of a suspected terrorist, whose house the
IDF plans to demolish.

Standing near the house, Sarid said that
demolition of homes is not a common practice in
democratic countries and its practice here is
detrimental to the foundations of democracy in
Israel.

The group. of activists visited the fanuly in
the house, although the army had tried to prevent
them from doing so. The visitors said they had
not known the area was declared a closed military
area.

In Jerusalem, a firebomb was thrown Sunday
at a border police unit patrolling the Old Cxty No
one was hurt.

In Haifa, a synagogue was set on fire over
the weekend. Police arrested four Arab suspects,
all'of whom deny any connection with the arson.

A fire was set in the same synagogue five
months ago, after an arson attack on a mosqué in
the village of Ibtin.
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BLACK RAP SINGER FIRED
VER ANTI-SEMITIC REMARKS
By Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, June 20 (JTA) -- A member of
the popular rap music group Public Enemy has
been fired after making anti-Semitic remarks in a
newspaper interview,

The member, who goes by the name Profes-
sor Griff, was removed from the group Sunday
“because of his remarks and beliefs,” said Russell

Simmons, president of Def Jam Records, Public -

Enemy's record company.

Griff told The Washington Times last month
that he believed “the Jews were wicked,” and
that he could prove it.

/*‘Tma_h'iimy of killing black men,”

P

“The Jews can come against me. They can send
the IRS after me. They can send their faggot
little hit men. I mean, that don't move me. Lis-
ten, they have a history of doing this.”

Griff *“is a stone-cold racist,” said Leo
Cohen, chief operating officer of Rush, a manag-
ment company. “He's dangerous with those opin-
ions, but he doesn't speak for Public Enemy.”

Cohen said that Griff was fired by the other
group members, who “do not aspire to anti-Semi-
tic feelings.”

Griff backed up his comments in the Times
? interview with references to classic anti-Semitic

texts about a worldwide Jewish conspiracy, includ-
ing Henry Ford's “The International Jew."”
\ Griff said he obtained his knowledge of
W Jewish history from the Nation of Islam's histori-
cal research department.

Griff, like the other members of Public
Enemy, belongs to the Nation of Islam, the move-
ment founded by Louis Farrakhan, who has been
criticized for his anti-Semitic remarks.

- ——

“The Jews have their hands right around
(President) Bush's throat,” Griff said in the May
22 interview. “He won't make the wrong move.
You understand what I'm saying? The Jews have a
grip on America.”

Copies of the newspaper article quickly
passed through the hands of Jewish leaders and
were reprinted in other newspapers.

Mordechai Levy, head of the militant Jewish
Defense Organization, said he had mailed copies
of the Washington Times interview to over 7§
record distribution companies, and that he had
visited Def Jam's offices.

Levy told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
that he was calling on the other band members 10
repudiate Farrakhan. -

The controversy over
came at a particularly inconvenient
Public Enemy.

Its single, “Fight the Power,” is prominently
featured in filmmaker Spike Lee’s widely publi-
cized movie about racism, “Do the Right Thing,"
set to open June 30.

It was Griff’s explanation of why the group

wore leather necklaces instead of gold ones in the
Washington Times interview that critics have
called particularly outrageous.
‘ “Is it a coincidence that the Jews run the
jewelry business, and it's named jewelry?” Griff
asked. “No coincidence. Is it a coincidence to you
that probably the gold from this ring was brought
up out of South Africa and that the Jews have a
tight grip on our brothers in South Africa?”

the Griff interview
time for

said Griff, who is black, in the Timesintérview. parties.
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$1.5 MILLION WORTH OF RARE JUDAICA
CHANGES HANDS AT AUCTION IN GENEVA
By Tamar Levy .

GENEVA, June 20 (JTA) == Judaica dealers
and collectors from Europe, Canada and the
United States bid on nearly a million and a half
dollars worth of Judaica here on Monday night, at
an auction organized by the Habsburg Feldman
house.

But the item
highlight of the auction,
Haggadah, did not go up for sale,
manuscript was on display.

The Haggadah is in the hands of a Swiss
judge, who has yet to sort through competing
claims of ownership submitted by four separate

that was to have been the
the l4th-century Wolf
though the

The Jewish communities of East and West
Berlin, the Jewish Historical Institute of Warsaw
and an anonymous private individual are all
claiming the Haggadah, which is valued at about
half a million dollars.

The anonymous individual is the private
dealer who brought it to the sale. According to a
Habsburg Feldman spokesman, the dealer had been
unaware the Haggadah was stolen from the Jewish
Historical Institute of Warsaw in 1987.

Judge Vliadimir Stemberger says he hopes to
establish the Haggadah's rightful owner in one
month’s time.

The Habsburg Feldman auction, held at the
Hotel des Bergues, was Geneva's first- major sale
of Judaica. It is said to have been the most
important Judaica sale since 1975, when Sotheby’s
held an auction in Zurich.

The highest bid Monday night was for a
hand-wrought silver Chanukah menorah from
Russia, dating from 1846. The lamp fetched about
$117,000.

A Haggadah, printed in 1568, in Padua, Italy,
was sold for about $44,000. An Italian silk curtain
for a Torah ark, dating from 1755, brought ap-
proximately $47,000.

Rabbi Shlomo Pappenhe:m. d:rcctor of the
Jewish Art Museum in Jerusalem, said collectors
are fascinated with European Judaica, because so
little of it survived the Holocaust.

He said that rare Judaica is also in high
demand, because Jews today want to have some of
their own history in the home.

FIVE ITALIAN SKINHEADS ARRESTED
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, June 20 (JTA) -- Police detained five
youths here Monday after finding a cache of
swastika insignia, crowbars, truncheons and
swords in the basement of a building in a working
class neighborhood on the edge of Rome.

The detainees are suspected of belonging to
hooligan gangs of the far right wing known as
“Naziskins.”

They are part of the growing “Skinhead”
phenomenon, roving bands of youthful trouble-
makers with shaved heads who attack fans at
soccer matches and assault people at random m
the streets.

The police are cracking down, as the attacks
have become more violent.

Young hooligans threw firebombs at soccer
fans Sunday on a train in Florence, seriously
injuring two people. Last week a gang of “Nazi-
skins” beat up two youths outside a movie thea-
ter in downtown Rome.
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DEMOCRATS ARE STRONG ON ISRAEL,
SAYS PARTY CHAIRMAN RON BROWN
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, June 20 (JTA) -- Reaffirming
the Democratic Party's support for Israel and his
own dedication to the black-Jewish alliance,
Democratic National Committee Chairman Ron
Brown laid out his party’s plans Monday for
wooing Jewish supporters.

The Democratic Party *“‘takes no voter, no
community for granted,” Brown said in a speech
warmly received by members of the Conference of
__-Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, . w0

In last years pres:dennal clecuon. the
Democratic nominee, Gov. Michael Dukakis of
Massachusetts, received close to 70 percent of the
Jewish. vote.

But partly because many Jews disapproved of
another Democratic hopeful, Jesse Jackson, the
overwhelming support Jews historically have given
the Democratic Party was seen to be eroding.

Brown seemed largely to succeed in distanc-
ing himself from Jackson, whose presidential
campaign he directed in 1988,

Asked to reconcile the differences between
Jackson’s stated support of Palestinian statchood
and the Democratic party’'s opposition to such a
state, Brown said: “I just stated my party’s views.
That’s not to say that there aren’t Democrats
around the country who disagree with them, or
even Jews who disagree with them.”

Brown spoke here at the invitation of the
Conference of Presidents, which earlier this year

met with his Republican counterpart, Lee Atwater.

Brown spoke emotionally about the need 1o
“strengthen the bond"”™ between blacks and Jews,
and briefly about church-state issues and other
social concerns. But the bulk of his prepared
remarks described the Democrats' positions on
Israel. These include:

®* Maintaining economic and military aid
levels.

® Opposing any “imposed settlement” to the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

* Fighting efforts to insert Palestinian
statechood planks into local party platforms.

He said the party applauds Israel’s call for
Palestinian elections in the administered terri-
tories. He also described the new Democratic
leadership in Congress as strongly supportive of
Israel.

“] am also committed to a vision of our
country's relationship with Israel, which is roote

"~ in history, in shared values and in a strategic

alliance with a strong and democratic ally,” said
Brown.

Brown was challenged by members of the
conference to clarify the Democratic Party's
stance on Jerusalem and to defend the ““terse and
laconic™ lIsrael plank in the recent Democratic
Party platform.

Brown called Jerusalem *“the wundivided
capital of Israel” and said the U.S. Embassy
should be moved there from Tel Aviv, “when the
time is right”

On the party platform question, he agreed
that words are important, but said that “actions
speak a lot louder.” The Republican platform may
have been more explicit about that party’s views
on Israel, he said, “but when it comes to actions,
it's not even a close call.”
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PROMISE OF ISRAELI JOBS PERSUADES
100 SOVIET EMIGRES TO MAKE ALIYAH
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, June 20 (JTA) -- An offer of
jobs convinced about 100 Soviet Jewish emigrants
waiting for U.S. visas in Italy to come to Israel
instead, the Jewish Agency for Israel reported
Tuesday.

It said seven of them are already in the
country and 18 more were due to arrive Tuesday
evening on an El Al flight from Rome. The rest
were expected to arrive shortly.

Their change of plans was the first tangible
result of :a .joint. project bycthe Israel:Manufag--
turers Association and the Jewish Agency’'s De-
partment of Immigration and Absorption.

Ron Fruchtman, director of the association’s
industrial management department, recently spent
eight days with Soviet Jews in transit in Italy.

He told a news conference here that emigres
who were promised jobs in the textile industry
recruited other emigrant textile workers, with
whom the Israelis had not made contact.

Altogether, 1,300 job offers were made to
the Soviet Jews. That figure raised eyebrows here,
considering that unemployment in Israel has
reached a new high of 120,000 people.

But the manufacturers hope Soviet Jews will
replace foreign workers and Palestinians from the
administered territories who hold jobs in Israel.

ISRAEL PHILHARMONIC TO PLAY IN USSR .
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIY, .Iune 20 (JTA) -- The_inter-
nationally renowned Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
will perform for the first time in the Soviet
Union next year, it was announced here.

The IPO will give several concerts in Mos-
cow and Leningrad in the autumn of 1990, under
an agreement just reached between the IPO and
the official Soviet concert and cultural manage-
ment center in Moscow.

IPO sources said the concert programs would
definitely include Israeli works. :

Although the Soviet Union had diplomatic
relations with Israel from 1948 to 1967, the IPO
was never invited to the USSR.

Unofficial contacts were rcvived in recent
months by IPO members on private visits to the
Soviet Union, including Zubin Mehta, the IPO's
«€al director and conductor.

JCOMMITTEE SCRAPS CHINA VISIT

NEW YORK, June 20 (JTA) -- The American
Jewish Committee +has canceled plans to send a
delegation to China in September.

It acted to protest the Chinese government's
use of force against student activists in Beijing
on June 3 and its subsequent repression of the
movement for democratic reforms. °

AJCommittee President Sholom Comay wrote
last week to the Chinese ambassador, Han Xu,
that, “like Americans of all walks of life,” his
organization is ‘“appalled by your government’s
use of tanks and automatic weapons against
unarmed students and workers.”

The delegation had planned to open relations
with the Chinese People’s Institute for Foreign
Affairs, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
and other institutions “in the interests of deep-
ening rclationships between the American Jewish
community and the Chinese people.”
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portation along Geha Road, outside Petach Tikva.

Two were hit and one was seriously wound-
ed. The assailant was chased and captured by
police. His identity was not immediately an-
nounced.

At about the same time, large numbers of
West Bank settlers congregated a short distance
away on Geha Road, pelting passing Arab vehicles
with stones. )

No Motives For Murder Found

* Meanwhile, Gen. Amram Mitzna, head of the
Israel Defense Force central command, told re-
porters that the Arab murder suspects have no
terrorist records and apparently had no molive
for killing Rosenfeld.

“It was simply a brutal murder which is
difficult to explain,” he said. He stressed it was
not committed by a terrorist gang.

The suspects were taken into custody Mon-
day night by agents of Shin Bet, Israel’s internal
security service. They reportedly told interro-
gators that they met Rosenfeld Saturday at a
spring between Burkin and Salfit, where he was
hiking alone.

According to the suspects, they had a
friendly conversation, ate with him and at one
paint allowed Rosenfeld to photograph them.

Then, for inexplicable reasons, one of the
villagers snatched Rosenfeld’s knife and stabbed
him in the upper back. He was left to bleed to
death.

His body was discovered by Arab villagers
the next day. They summoned the village leader,
who informed the Israeli authorities.

NEWS ANALYSIS:

NAMING OF HARD-LINER TO IDF POST
COULD SIGNAL A GET-TOUGH APPROACH
By Gil Sedan and Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, June 20 (JTA) -- The appoint-
ment this week of Maj. Gen. Yitzhak Mordechai
to head the Israel Defense Force central command
will bring to the West Bank an IDF officer with
more than a year's experience riding herd on the
Palestinian uprising in the Gaza Strip.

Mordechai will replace Maj. Gen. Amram
Mitzna, who has been granted a year's leave to
study abroad. The date of the changeover has not
been announced.

Mordechai is reputed to be a hard-liner who
does not hesitate to take harsh measures to
maintain order. He apparently has the full confi-
dence of Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who has
ultimate authority over military policy in the
lerritories.

Mordechai's appointment appears to signal.

that the IDF is determined to. suppress. the inti-
fada by whatever means are necessary.

It is being seen by some as an attempt by
Rabin to appease Jewish settlers in the territo-
ries, including Orthodox militants from the Hebron
area and their political backers in Jerusalem.

But if the Palestinians have reason to fear
Mordechai, the settlers, too, may have to watch
their behavior. The general, it is said, will not
tolerate civilian interference in army business.

In the Gaza Strip, he is credited with intro-
ducing the blanket curfew, magnetized identifica-
tion cards for Arabs commuting into Israel proper
and a massive changeover of auto license plates.

Rabin approved every mcasure he suggested.
Still, the uprising has not been crushed in the
Gaza Strip, where it originated on Dec. 9, 1987.

Conditions in the. West Bank are more com-
plicated. It.is considerably larger in area than the
Gaza Strip. The Palestinian population is widely
dispersed among towns andevillages, many of them
remote and difficult to reach.

There are more than 60,000 Jewish settlers
in the West Bank, compared to about 2,500 in the
Gaza Strip.

Mordechai, it is said, would have preferred
to have been assigned to the northern command,
where he could leave the uprising behind and
concentrate on the “real army work™ of inter-
dicting terrorist squads trying to infiltrate lsrael
from Lebanon.

He will be replaced in the Gaza Strip by
Maj. Gen. Matan Vilnai, presently head of the
manpower branch at IDF gencral headquarters.

Vilnai’s job will be filled by Brig. Gen. Ran
Goren, deputy commander of the air force, who
will be promoted to the rank of major general.

SHAMIR, SHARON REACH COMPROMISE
ON DATE OF PIVOTAL PARTY SESSION
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, June 20 (JTA) -- The US. am-
bassador’s Independence Day reception, scheduled
for July 4, helped Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
and his Likud rival, Ariel Sharon, resolve a bitter
dispute over when to convene the party's Central
Committee, which Sharon chairs. .

Both men saved face in the process.

Sharon, the minister. of industry-and trade,
called the Central Committee into session. for a'
referendum on Shamir’s peace initiative, which
Sharon vehemently opposes.

They agreed originally that it would be held
in Tel Aviv on July..2. But- the only hall big
enough to contain the nearly 2,000 dclesates was
booked on that date,

Shamir had the mcetmg shoved back to Ju'
4, Sharon kept the July 2 date, but shifted the
venue to Jerusalem and sent out invitations.

Each man insisted he was not consulted by
the other. The Likud Secretariat, headed by
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens, Shamir’s ally,
upheld the July 4 date..

Sharon, returning from a trip abroad Sunday
night, said the party leadcrshap had staged a

“putsch.”

But he and Sham:r met Tuesday and agreed
to hold the Central Committee meeting on July 5.
Sharon played down their earher dzspnlc as a
“misunderstanding.”

Shamir, holding out for the July 4 date when
he addressed a meeting of Likud activists Monday
in Tel Aviv, was “reminded” by another speaker
that July 4 was the day of the American ambassa-
dor’s reception, an event that is not to be missed.

The prime minister was overheard remarking
to an aide, “Why didn’t anyone think of that
before?”

But settling the date did not solve the more
substantive disputes between Shamir and Sharon.

One is Sharon's demand that the Central
Committee vote to accept or reject the peace
initiative, which calls for, among other things,
Palestinian elections in the territories.

The prime minister insists that inasmuch as
the plan has been approved by the Cabinet and
the Knesset, the party must accept it unaltered.

The Central Committee will meet in Tel
Aviv’s cavernous Cinerama building. There will be
an opening statement by Shamir, followed by a
five-hour debate.
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ARMELITE CONVENT AT AUSCHWITZ
WON'T BE RELOCATED UNTIL 1950
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, June 20 (JTA) -- The Carmelite
convent at Auschwitz will be relocated, but not
by next month, as a French Jewish leader ap-
peared to suggest this week.

The leader, Theo Klein, said earlier this
week that-he -had-received a letter’ from—the
archbishop of Lyon indicating that the convent
would be relocated to a site some 550 feet away
from the perimeter of the former death camp.

Klein appeared to suggest the transfer would
take place before June 22, a date Cardinal Albert
Decourtray of Lyon had proposed as a deadline
for resolving the matter, which has created a
major rift in Catholi¢c-Jewish relations.

But a copy of the letter, obtained by the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, makes mo mention of
the July date and, in fact, suggests that work on
the new convent will not begin before next year.

Decourtray, who has been the chief Catholic
negotiator on the Auschwitz convent issue, wrote
to Klein outlining agreed-upon plans that will lead
to the eventual removal of the convent, as con-
veyed to him by Cardinal Franciszek Macharski,
the archbishop of Krakow, who has jurisdiction
over the convent.

Construction of a new prayer and informa-
.q..(u'qn center on the new site can most likely be
started by early 1990, the June 5 letter says.

Decourtray's letter announces that the site,
“situated about 500 meters from the Auschwitz
concentration camp, has finally been secured.”

( It was chosen from three alternative sites.

' “The new convent will be built in the part of the
plot furthest from the camp. There will therefore
be no ambiguity about its placement,” writes
Decourtray.

The decision on the land, Decourtray says,
followed a June 1988 visit to the area by Gerhart
Riegner, co-chairman of the Governing Board of
the World Jewish Congress, and Professor A.
Georges Schneck, head of the Belgian Jewish
Consistory.

The site was approved March 2 of this year
by regional and local authorities in Poland. Build-
ing plans were given to the Oswiecim Office of
Town Planning and Architecture on May 23, and
those plans now “will be theoretically approved
with very short notice,” Decourtray writes.

The land is currently held by 14 separate
owners, but *the purchase of the land should not
pose a problem"” since the 14 “have promised to
sell it to the Archdiocese of Krakow.”

Decourtray quotes Macharski as saying he
understands Jewish anguish over the convent's
continuing presence at a site where millions of
Jews were murdered.

But he urges world Jewry to refrain from
staging further demonstrations at the convent
site, which would exacerbate friction between
Catholics and Jews “and reinforce the blind
defense of the sisters.”

Such a rupture between Catholics and Jews
“would be a great unhappiness,” Macharski is
quoted as saying. “We have no need for that.”

UNESCO TO CONSIDER ‘PALESTINE,’
BUT NOT PLO STATE, FOR MEMBERSHIP
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, June 20 (JTA) -- Israeli officials here
said Tuesday they were “more or less satisfied”
that efforts to have a “state of Palestine” ad-
mitted to the United Nations Economic, Scientific
and Cultural Organization have suffered a major
setback, evea—though a prolonged legal and -diplo—
matic battle seems likely,

UNESCO's 5l-member executive council
announced Monday, after studying a proposal by

“seven Arab and African nations, that it would

place a request for “Palestine’s” admission on the
agenda of UNESCO’s General Conference.

The General Conference, the agency's equiv-
alent of the UN. General Assembly, will convene
in October.

Israeli officials promptly pointed out that
the Executive Council made no reference to a
“state of Palestine,” only to “Palestine,” a non-
existent entity,

The decision, adopted by show of hands, was
a compromise worked out by the 12 nations of
the European Community and representatives of
the Arab states.

But the Israelis credited the United States,
which quit UNESCO five years ago and has made
clear it will not return if a Palestinian state is
admitted or if the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion is given the status of a sovereignstate.”

The executive council also promised to
review the matter one more time, when it con-
venes again in September. The General Conference
cannot admit new members without the executive
council's approval.

The Isracli officials said they “have definite
and binding promises from the Western delegations
that they will block the admission process in
September once again.”

VENGEFUL SETTLERS ATTACK ARABS,
AS AUTHORITIES NAB MURDER SUSPECTS
By Gil Sedan and Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, June 20 (JTA) -- Jewish set-
tlers from the West Bank attacked Arabs in Israel
proper Tuesday, apparently in retaliation for the
murder over the weekend of a Jewish settler by
Arab villagers in the West Bank.

At least one Arab was seriously wounded by
gunfire near Petach Tikva Tuesday evening.

The attacks occurred after security sources
confirmed they had solved the fatal stabbing of
Frederick Rosenfeld, a resident of the West Bank
settlement of Ariel, less than 48 hours after his
body was discovered Sunday.

Three Arabs from the nearby village of
Burkin, who were arrested Tuesday, confessed to
the crime and re-cnacted it, the sources said.
Their homes were promptly demolished.

Rosenfeld, 48, a recent immigrant from the
United States, was killed while hiking Saturday in
the vicinity of Burkin and Salfit villages.

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and thousands
of settlers attended his funeral Tuesday.

_Later, a 23-year-old settler from the Samaria
district fired bursts from an Uzi submachine gun
at a group of Arab workers waiting for trans-
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"STRICTLY PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL"

Dear Marc

Juring his stay in London General Jaruzelski sent a message to me, through
the Polish Ambassador, Dr Zbigniew Gertych, that he will speak 1o Cardinal
Slemp about the removal of the Auschwitz Convent, 1 am told that the
carmelite nuns would leave immediately {f they were told 10 do so by
cardinal Michalski,

he head of the Belgian Jewigh community visited the Carmelile nuns recently
ind has seen the Mother Superior and made a report to Theo Klein. D¢
rou know about this? It i1s said that a decision will be made by July
.ind that the Polish government has put a large site at the disposal of
he convent and buiflding will start in 1930. 1 cannot imagine that temporary
iccommodation c¢annot be found for twenty two Carmelite nuns until their
»ermanent accommodation is ready.

‘o clarify the situation might 1 suggest that you and 1, together with
. Polish speaking Sister of Sion, visit the Carmilite nuns in Auschwitz
o find out what will make them move 10 \lemporary accommodation.
‘or instance, we might consider offering study trips to the States or lsrael,
t possibly offer educational material, We could try to explain that they
re acting against the interest we all have in our hearts - better relations
¢lween Christians and Jews,

'e might see Cardinal Glemp, Cardinal Michalski &and General Jaruzelski.

e ol

e e
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My wview is that it {8 the Carmeclile nuns who do nol wani {0 move because

. they receive a great deal of Polish support and i this is so there is
rot much the Vatican can do, 1 would ilke (o remind you of the situation
in the States showing how (ntransigent nuns <cen be,

The downside risk of & visit is small, should we fail we might have rcmoved
the Vatican from the firing line - &t the world would see where the fault
lies. If our missfon succeeds then we have solved the situation which
could turn more unpleasant {(nan it is now, As we are well re¢garded in
Catholic c¢ircles we would be listended to with greal care. Shouid we
undertake such & mission i1 is esseatful thal no publicity is given beforehard.

Please telephone me &t home tonight to talk waboui this - or 1 will try
tc ring you,

.Best wishes,

Yeurs sincerely

$iR SIGMUN 1}' NBERG
f

/
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

STERNEBERG g1

Star House Grahon Road
London NW5 4BD
Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Dete 23 June 1989

Ourrel  SS5/MD

Your ral
FAX: 6 pages including this
Dear Marc _ " )
Should you decide 1o come to Auschwitz with me, please let me know cost s

of your travelling expenses to enable me to rcimburse to at once.

Please find attached publicity from 1oday's

Jewish Chronicle, copy of my

letter to the Pro Nuncio and copy letter from Cardinal Deccur'ray fto Mr

Theo Klein, for your information.
Kind regards.

Yours sincerely

SIR SIGMU STERNBERG

P.S, Copy leiter was sent to Bishop Mahon
audience,

as he is organising the Papa.
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Apostolic Nunciature
H.E. Archbishop Luigi Barbarito

Eﬁ)NFI’JaOrl.dkside Date 23 June 1989
IR Ourrel 5SS/MD
Your re!

Dear Archbishop

Please find enclosed publicity frem teday's Jewish Chronicle relating to
the Convent in Auschwitz.

1 spoke to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, whe is a leading figure 1n world jewry
responsibie for Catholic Jewish dialogue, and asked him io accompany me
to visit the Carmelite nuns in Auschwitz in a mission of reconciliation,
Rabbi Tanenbaum will be contacting Cardinal Willebrands with & viaw
to finding out if such a mission should be undertaken. 1 am anxious
to resolve the Carmelite convent issue before our Papal audience on 25th
September because 1 believe that had the controversy about the Carmelite
Convent at Auschwitz not erupted we would almost certainly by aow have
had an important Vatican statement on the Shoah. formulated after the
deeptest heart-searching together with Jewish leaders,

If T have any further news | will let you know.
Kind regards.

Yours sincerely

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG

enc. JC

c.c. Bishop Mahon
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LE CARDINAI ARCMEVEQUA DE LYON

Chor Maltre,

ke 7 Juin 3989, Je Cardina) Krangois Macharwk{,
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‘aves 16 plan U'aménhponant globa) d'Oswieodm Jusqu'aw 37 JusniEye:
-1989.- Aprds ocette Gate, J)& dovratont 8ire th‘ortquoment appwu\!{ar
.dm- dn aflade’ trép oourin, - :

- TRy ﬂi"’-
o

Tl L'aohut du terrain ne dan pas pnur Ge prot.:m pn!s (T
-us 30 potits propriétairos qui on pousdbdont ohasun uno pmacno‘ e

‘om. prcmu do do vondre & Ja Qurie de Cracovie,

- l'achat du tu-mln terming, Joo plans nchn:que.a m :
T rrownt-t vatimente devront éire présontés, Gans leul phubeis

“a6fAnitive, pour approbation, Colle-¢d cenptstucra la p.mtnaim %

effielelle pour entreprendre Jos trevaux, Osux-ol poutrtomnt wo.‘

3 vmtum‘bu'bhmom eomunew au dévut AQu promior semesile 1990

Vofcd 1o calondrier précis qun Je puis vous tnmmum
. d'ngrhh.;.u informntions que vient de mo oommyniquéer lo Cardinel
Muchasaki,

; Pans sa letire, 1o Ourdinul Mecharski me fast purt don .
~ obbtacles qui "proviennent de ) 'incompidhension de trop nonbrcux



/.
&

(r

chidtione & Ya perapective d'un déplacemont du curmod®. Ccux-¢id
seront poU A pou levés par,ocomme §) me 1'dordt, “le L1de utdde
travail de formation et d'infoywation” entreprde pay Ja Comm$seinn
éplocopale polonedpe pour Je dislopuc avec lo Judaleme, préwidéc
par Mgr Nuszynak! guf oouvie activomsnt dens e¢ duns,

I3 mo somble utile do vous citer lo dernser pnmam!ldw
Os la Jottro gue de Cardina? Muchareki vient de m'mdresper : “Jo
voudrais enf'sn oxprimor un souheft, L'{mpatience ot la eouffrance
Juives wont tout 4 fait conpréhonsibies. J'aimpred pourtany dirc 3
nos frdres Juif's que toutes les nenifoptations ot Jop démarchun
qu'ile ont entreprisesr oV envisagont &'sniteprendro dovent o
"ThoatsrgeteOdo™, contro ls présence dos tarmélites on oo lieu,
provoguent des rdsotions ocontraires de Ja population et Jda
renforss dans 1p défensn aveuglo dee sosunrs, JJ sorait dramyisquo
que 6ela creuss un fossd entre les catho)iquos ot lews Juifo, on
Yologne, Ue soradt un grand nalhour. Nous n'on avons pes busoin®,

Jtespdre do toul cosur gu'un signe tangsLIe pourih ELre
posé sur lo nouveau Lemvain Iuj-méme, d&s quo ool pera pooeible.
11 témoigners de notre sdhéoion compléte & l'accord do Qendve 2 ot
A 10 &éclaration A'Auschwitr du 22 Juillet 1986,

. Jo puip vous appuror que Ju 6616gation caihod jque
déplole tous wen offorts pour que Jn consiruction év nouvesu
couvent dob camélites sv réalipe duns les plus brefo délais.

Bn terminani cetts lettre, Jo me¢ dois de vous faire part
do la retonhalssance du Cardina) Kucharski pour "1'couvie de pasx
que vous n'aver cossé de moner dopuie le début do ce long dSnd) opue
Que portera sed fruitest,

AJoutent me propre pooconnalssance & s nfenne, Ju vouve
prie &'sgréor, chor Msitre, )'oxpression de ma haute
ovonsidération. _

£ A Conn

+ Alhort Cerdina) DLCOURURAY
Archovdque de Lyon
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CONVENT AT AUSCHWITZ TO MOVE SOON,
FRENCH CARDINAL TELLS JEWISH LEADER
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, June 18 (JTA) - The Carmelite
convent built at Auschwitz may soon be relocated,
an action that ‘would remove both a troubling
symbol from the site of the former death camp
and an obstacle in the path of smoother Catholic-
Jewish relations.

- The convent will be relocated .to a site some
550 yards away from the former camp perimeter,
a chief ‘Catholic_official involved in trying to
resolve the dilemma reportedly has informed a
Jewish leader here.

Theo Klein, who headed the Jewish delega-
tion that negotiated the original agreement to
move the convent, said he was promised in a
letter from Cardinal Albert Decourtray of Lyon

that the move would take place before July 22, a .
deadline suggested by the cardinal earlier this !

year. ;
“The cardinals have honored their pledge,”
said Klein, who is immediate past president of
CRIF, the, Council of Jewish Institutions in
France.

But World Jewish: Congress officials here and
in New York, who have been followmg the con-
troversy closely, expressed surprise Sunday, when
told of Klein's announcement.

In fact, Serge Cwajgenbaum, d:rcctor of the
WIC, Pans.otucc,...sud,. t,_rwn.en.,he asked Klein
‘for. confirmation; Klein foid him he had *no idea
when the_ nuns would movc," “Elan Stemberg, wiC
exccutive director, said in ‘New York. -

Dccouztray and other Roman Cathohc Church
reprcsentatwes s:gned a_document two years ago
agreeing "that’ the convent would be removed by
Feb. 22, 1989,

""",—w—-‘..___‘ S

- d!'.n\, 5
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P R val Of Cross Urged

Failure to meet that date has caused a furor
among Jewish leaders, who have met repeatedly,
in Europe, Israel, the United States and Canada,
with representatives of the Vatican and of the
government of Poland, where Auschwitz is lo-
cated. _ _ _

To quell the fury, Decourtray suggested
carlier this year that the convent by moved by
July 22 to interim quarters, where the Carmelite
nuns would stay unnl 2 new, convcnt could be
built.

On Fnday, ‘Klein” sa:d hc hupcd ‘the nuns
would remove without delay the 24-foot cross
they have erected at the convent, which soars
above the site of the former death camp.

Klein said’ Decourtray told him that the
owners of the plot of land on which the nuns
plan to build their new convent have agreed to
the sale and that a contract would be signed in a
few days.

The new convent would be separatcd from
the former death camp by two streets, several
blocks of buildings and a row of trees, Klein said.

He- sa:d local Polish authontxes have de-

| livered a construction permxt to the head of the

Krakow : See, Cardinal Franc;szek  Macharski,
another of the parues to the ongmal agreement
to move the’ convent. e

‘ But: - Steinberg oL WIC sasd

prcsent that the proposed site of thc new convent
is an empty plot of land with no possibility of
‘construction until 1990, according to Decouftray.”

“We would welcome a resolution to  this
controversy, which casts a long shadow on Vati-
can-Jewish relations,” he said.

Macharski, in whose domain Auschwitz lies,
has bcen considered the Catholic leader most able
to move the nuns from their controversial loca-
tion. But as reccntly as this month, he said he
was unable to convince the nuns to move... . .

“(JTA “staff writer Susan B:mbaum m ‘New

York conmbu!ed to this report.)

“I know at
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GENEVA' ' (AP) -- A Jewish leader said Wedrnesday he has received riew assurance:
that a Roman Catholic convent on the grounds of the RAuschwitz death camp will -
finally be moved, ending a S—year-old dispute.

Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich, Eurcpean director of B'Nai B'rith, said in a telephor:
interview that he was confident that the convent would be located after a
conversation with Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, archbishop of Cracow, Polard,
whose diocese includes RAuschwitz.

Under the terms of a 1987 Geneva declaration signed by 18 Catholic and Jewics
leaders, Macharski is charged with arranging the transfer of the convent,
founded in 1584,

Jews have protested the convent,; located in a former storehouse on the
RAuschwitz camp perimeter, as a Christian symbol that intrudes on the place that
was one of Hitler's busiest extermination camps. Nazi Germany killed 6 million

[22H[JPress (CR) for more .!
(HLJAP Onlinel3;72H APV-3759 .

Jews during World War II.
The Gerieva declaration recognized the special significance of RAuschwitz in

the holocaust, and called for the transfer of the convent's 14 Carmelite nuns
_within two yearsJ ik - ot JERRE.,

When the deadlﬁne passed on Feh. EE,—there were renewed calls for removal of
the convent. i -1 & &% TS WM Fae L2L 8se J.E- SiEe £, E = L7508
There alsc was considerable opposit:on among Poland's Catholxcs but Ehrlich,

a co-signer of ‘the ‘declaration,” said that in a June 7 letter Macharski said thi

opposition was fading. ict ;

"most probably“. bégin early next“year, the letter ‘said. : e .;1¢~n’ﬂ-r_;_
The letter.'makes plain that all precondxtznns exist ‘now for the £

implementat:on of the accord, * Ehrlich said. ‘"I never doubted thaf Macharski

would stick to the . aecord but it :s = pity that all ‘this could not be done -

already two years ‘ago. " : VAL L&l (] ¥9L£$'ﬁg~$J
Macharski said in the letter that "Jewish 1mpatience see iSs complete!y

- understandable” ‘but that protests _only "provoke adverse reactions_from the

population and strengthan it in the blind defense of the nuns.€ (7 '-*f'» i
"It would be sad if this would create a. gulf between between Catholics and

", - 7 -

[22H[JPress (CR) for more ! = T - ) =
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Jews in Poland, " he wrote.
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CARMELITE CONVENT AT AUSCHWITZ
WON'T BE RELOCATED UNTIL 1990
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, June 20 (JTA) -- The Carmelite
convent at Auschwitz will be relocated, but not
by next month, as a French Jewish leader ap-
peared to suggest this week.

The leader, Theo Klein, said earlier this
- by regional and local authorities in Poland. Build-

weck that he had received 'a letter from the
archbishop of Lyon indicating that the convent
would be relocated to a site some 550 feet away
from the perimeter of the former death camp.

Klein appeared to suggest the transfer would
take place before June 22, a date Cardinal Albert
Decourtray of Lyon had proposed as a deadline
for resolving the matter, which has created a
major rift in Catholic-Jewish relations.

But a copy of the letter, obtained by the

Jewish Telegraphic Agency, makes no mention of
the July date and, in fact, suggests that work on
the new convent will not begin before next year.
Decourtray, who has been the chief Catholic
negotiator on the Auschwitz convent issue, wrote
to Klein outlining agreed-upon plans that will lead
to the eventual removal of the convent, as con-
veyed to him by Cardinal Franciszek Macharski,
the archbishop of Krakow, who has jurisdiction
over the convent. _ ,
Construction of a new prayer and informa-
tion center on the new site can most l:kely be
started by eéarly 1990, the June 5 lettersays. ™™~ ~
Decourtray's letter announces that the site,
“situated about 500 meters from the Auschwitz
concentration camp, has finally been secured.”
It was chosen from three alternative sites.
“The new convent will be built in the part of the
plot furthest from the camp. There will therefore
be no amblgu:ty about its placcmcnt.“ wntes
Decourtray RN g __

- Georges Schneck, head of the
' Consistory.

|

§

The decision on the land, Decourtray says,
followed a June 1988 visit to the area by Gerhart
Riegner, co-chairman of the Governing Board of
the World Jewish Congress, and Professor A.
Belgian Jewish

The site was approved March 2 of this year

ing plans were given to the Oswiecim Office of
Town Planning and Architecture on May 23, and

- those plans now “will be theoretically approved

with very short notice,” Decourtray writes.

The land is currently held by 14 separate
owners, but “the purchasc of the land should not
pose a problem™ since the 14 “have promised to
sell it to the Archdiocese of Krakow.”

- Decourtray quotes Macharski as saying he
understands Jewish anguish over the convent’s
-continuing presence at a site where millions of
Jews were murdered.

l But he urges world Jewry to refrain from
staging further demonstrations at the convent
site, which would exacerbate friction between
Catholics and Jews “and reinforce the blind
defense of the sisters.” -

Such a rupture between Cathol:cs and Jews
“would be a great unhappiness,” Macharski is
quoted as saying. “We have no need for that.”




MR. PRESIDENT, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, YOUR EMINENCES,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, FRIENDS,

LET ME FIRST EXPRESS MY DEEP GRATITUDE TO YOU, SIR, AND TO THE
BRAZILIAN BISHOPS' CONFERENCE FOR THE GREAT HONOR BESTOWED ON ME TONIGHT.
I AM FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS HONOR COMING FROH THE
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP OF THE LARGEST CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN THE WORLD, OF
A COUNTRY WHICH IS NOT ONLY ONE OF THE GREATEST IN SIZE ON OUR GLOBE, BUT
WHICH WITH ITS ENORMOUS HUMAN AND MATERIAL RESOURCES IS CALLED TO BECOME
ONE OF THE MAJOR POWERS AND ONE OF THE GREATEST CENTERS OF CIVILIZATION
OF THE FUTURE, IT IS A COUNTRY THAT HAS ALREADY GIVEN SO MANY LESSONS OF
HUMANE LEADERSHIP AND TOLERANCE TO THE WORLD.

YOU HAVE PLACED THIS AWARD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM.
A FEW YEARS AGO I HAD THE GREAT PRIVILEGE TO RECEIVE ONE OF YOUR FRENCH
COLLEAGUES, CARDINAL ETCHEGARAY, IN BEER-SHEVA, WﬁERE HE WAS GRANTED THE
FIRST ECUMENICAL AWARD EVER GIVEN IN ISRAEL, BY THE BEN GURION UNIVERSITY.
IT GAVE ME AN ENORMOUS JOY THAT THIS CEREMONY TOOK PL%CE IN BEER-SHEVA,
THE CITY OF ABRAHAM, THE FATHER OF THE THREE GREAT MONOTHEISTIC RELIGIONS.
INDEED WHO SYMBOLIZES MORE OUR COMMON SPIRITUAL ORIGINS, WHO IS MORE
REPRESENTATIVE OF THAT WHICH UNITES US IN OUR RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS?
SPIRITUALLY, I FEEL, I AM fDNIGHT AGAIN IN BEER-SHEVA.

1 AM ALSO VERY HAPPY AND VERY PROUD THAT I SHARE THIS GREAT HONOR
TONIGHT WITH CARDINAL JOBANNES WILLEBRANDS WHO HAS BEEN IN EVERY SENSE OF
THE TERM, A REAL PIONEER IN. CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS DURING TEE LAST 25

.. = .OR 30 YEARS. HE HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MAIN PILLARS OF THIS HEHOR.ABLEJ O
i _.nzvzmrmr rmsr AS THE MAIN ASSISTANT OF .THE LATE cmnm. _BEA, mew i
AS HIS SUCCESSOR AS PRESIDENT OF THE SECRETARIAT FOR CHRISTIAN -UNITY wnlcn

 WAS mmusm WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE RELATIONS, AND FINALLY, As

' PRESIDE.’NT OF m HOLY sr.};'s comssmn FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH T m JEWS.

- UNDER nxs SIGNATURE 'rwo VERY monrm Docummrs ON c.amouc-.:msn' %ATIONS
_, BAVE BEEN PUBLISHED, WHICH HAVE MADE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO THE momnou
OF A NEW CATHOLIC THEOLOGY ON JEWS AND JUDAISM, AND I PROBABLY AM NOT -

" REVEALING A SECRET WHEN I SAY THAT HE HAD HIS HAND IN SOME OF THE HOST__—_'
.IMPORTANT SPEECHES OF POPE PAUL VI AND POPE JOHN PAUL II WHICH CONSTITUTED

' IMPORTANT MILESTONES IN OUR RELATIONSHIP. BUT MORE THAN THAT: IN SPITE OF
DIFFICULT SITUATIONS, CONFRONTATIONS AND CRISES WHICH — AS IN ALL HUMAN

o RELATIONS - HAVE FROM TIME TO TIME DISTURBED OUR RELATIONS, HE HAS NEVER




LOST FAITH AND NEVER WAVERED IN HIS CONVICTION THAT WE WERE ON THE RIGHT
TRACK, THAT WE HAD TO WEATHER THE STORMS AND TURBULENCES AND THAT WE HAD
TO CONTINUE ON OUR PATH, UNDISMAYED, WITH FAITH, DETERMINATION AND
DEDICATION. FOR THIS WE OWE HIﬂ A GREAT DEBT OF GRATITUDE.

MY FRIENDS,

THE BRAZILIAN BISHOPS' CONFERENCE IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO THE NEW
CATHOLIC THEOLOGY ON JEWS AND JUDAISM AS INAUGURATED BY THE SECOND VATICAN
COUNCIL AND TO THE CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE IN THIS COUNTRY. IT HAS SET -
UP A NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THIS PURPOSE, WHICH IN 1983 HAS ISSUED AN
IMPORTANT STATEMENT CALLED "ORIENTATIONS FOR CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE".

IN THIS DECLARATION YOU HAVE FOLLOWED THE TEACHINGS OF THE CONCILIAR
DECLARATION "NOSTRA AETATE", PARTICULARLY IN TWO MAJOR DIRECTIONS. YOU
HAVE RECOGNIZED THE CONTINDING TRADITION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AS A LIVING
COMMUNITY, AND YOU HAVE ACCEPTED THE FACT THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF JEWISH
SELF-UNDERSTANDING IS A KEY TO A SIGNIFICANT MUTUAL RELATIONSHIP. MOREOVER,
WHILE YOU HAVE UNRESERVEDLY CONDEMNED ALL FORMS OF ANTISEMITISM AND LAID
DOWN RULES HOW JUDAISM SHOULD BE TREATED IN CATECHETICAL TEACHING AND
LITURGY, YOU HAVE AT THE SAME TIME RECOGNIZED "THE RIGHT OF THE JEWS TO A
TRANQUIL POLITICAL EXISTENCE IN THEIR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN WITHOUT LETTING
THIS CREATE INJUSTICE OR VIOLENCE FOR OTHER PEOPLE"™, AND YOU EAVE STATEﬂ'
THAT FOR THE JEWISH .PEOPLE THESE RIGHTS HAVE BECOME A REALITY IN THE
EXISTENCE OF THE‘STATE-OF ISRAEL. THESE ARE VERY IMPORTANT STATEMENTS. .

AND YOUR COMMISSION HAS, ON THE OCCASION OF THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE PROMULGATION OF THE CONCILIAR DECLARATION "NOSTRA AETATE", PUBLISHED
AN EXCELLENT GUIDE BOOK FOR THE CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE IN BRAZIL; WB£CH
- COULD SERVE AS “A"MODEL AND AN EXAM?LE TO'MANY OTKER BISHOPS' CONFERENCES
‘T?IN FOREIGN LANDS.

s kR

. OUR ENGOUNTER TODAY FOLLows IN THIS TRADITION AND BY ITS SOLEMN
”.;_CHKRACTER STRESSES AGAIR, AND IN A PARTICULARLY IMPRESSIVE MANNER,.Iﬂﬁ;

I

"SIGNIFICANCE THAI THE BRAZILIAN CHURCH ATTACEES TO ‘THIS RELATIONSHIP.

¥ ~_.'-u_“

.".._.-L__. flo-tec T S -

--BUT. OUR RELATIONSHIP IS STILL A NEW AND FRAGILE ONE. WHILE THERE » -
EXIST BASIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR TWO COMMUNITIES WHICH FOLLOW FROM OUR’
FAITH COMMITMENTS THAT WE HAVE TO RESPECT AND WITH WHICH WE EAVE TO LIVE,
.. THERE OCCUR FROM TIME TO TIME ON BOTH SIDES MISUNDERSTANDINGS OR FAILURES

TO. UNDERSTAND THE SENSITIVITIES OF THE OTHER SIDE WHICH BURDEN OUR =~ = -
RELATIONSHIP UNNECESSARILY. h



AT THIS VERY MOMENT, A SERIOUS CONFLICT HAS ARISEN BETWEEN THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY AND THE POLISH CHURCH ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CARMELITE CONVENT
ON THE SITE OF THE AUSCHWITZ EXTERMINATION CAMP WHICH DEEPLY HURTS JEWS
EVERYWHERE AND WHICH, BECAUSE OF THE PROFOUND EMOTIONS IT AROUSES, SERIOQUSLY
RISKS AFFECTING THE FUTURE OF A HARMONIOUS CATHDLIC;-JE‘HISH DIALOGUE. WE HAD
THOUGHT THAT WE HAD FOUND A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM IN FRIENDLY TALKS IN
GENEVA IN FEBRUARY 1987. BUT, UNFORTUNATELY, NOTHING EAS HAPPENED SO FAR
TO IMPLEMENT THESE AGREEMENTS. MAY I BE PERMITTED TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT
IN THE INTEREST OF CONSOLIDATING THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS WHICH EXIST TODAY
BETWEEN CATHOLICS AND JEWS IN BRAZIL, THE BRAZILIAN BISHOPS' CONFERENCE WILL
USE ITS INFLUENCE IN ROME AND CRACOW TO BRING ABOUT IN THE NEAR FUTURE A
SOLUTION FOR WHICHE WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR MORE THAN TWO YEARS.

MY FRIENDS,

OUR ENCOUNTER TONIGHT IS NOT ONLY A CELEBRATION. IT SIGNIFIES ALSO
THE RENEWAL OF A COMMITMENT, A COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE OUR TASK WHICH WE
HAVE BARELY BEGUN. i

OUR FI.RST TASK IS TO MAKE THE NEW CATHOLIC THEOLOGY KNOWN TO A MUCH
WIDER PUBLIC. THE GREATER PART OF THE FAITHFUL HAVE NEVER HEARD OF THE
NEW THEOLOGICAL APPROACHES. WE HAVE SO FAR FAILED TO ENSURE THEIR
POPULARIZATION AND WIDESPREAD DISSEMINATION AND WE HAVE TO DEVISE NEW -
METHODS BY WHICH THEY WILL BECOME AN ESSENTIAL PART OF OUR POPULAR CULTURE.

OUR SECOND TASK IS TO STAND UP TO THE NEW TRENDS AND DANGERS UHICH
a0 HAVE ARISEN. THE 'I'IDE OF R.BLIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM IS SPREADING IN HANY
DIR.ECTIDNS. s I'l‘ EAS AFFECTED OUR O'HN COHWJNITIES. A SERIOUS TREND TOWARDS

wtial s dThRS T WA Z s LA R S
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DO TOGETHER T0 HAKE OUR PLAN'ET ‘A MORE JUST, A HORE BEAUTIF’DL, AHOBE

HOSPITABLE PLACE TO DWELL IN. AND I AM CONVINCED TEAT BRAZjZL ﬂFFERS
" PARTICULARLY FAVORABLE 'CONDITIONS FOR SUCH A CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION

" “BETWEEN OUR TWO commmnns. NOIABLY IN THE socux. m nmnmrmit' - -
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A FOURTH TASK 1S BEFORE US: WE HAVE TO THINK HOW WE CAN EXTEND OUR--
DIALOGUE TO THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY, IN SPITE OF OUR PRESENT SERIOUS HANDICAPS
IN THIS DIRECTION.

I AM DEEPLY GRATIFIED THAT WE HAVE TONIGHT THE GREAT PRIVILEGE TO
HAVE WITH US AS OUR GUEST OF HONOR MRS. JEHAN SADAT. SHE IS NOT ONLY THE
WIFE OF A GREAT MAN OF PEACE WHOSE PLACE IN HISTORY AS ONE OF THE TRUE
VISIONARIES OF OUR TIME IS FOR EVER SECURED. SHE IS ALSO A GREAT LADY IN
HER OWN RIGHT WHO, IN DEEP ATTACHEMENT TO HER OWN FAITH AND WITH GREAT
COURAGE HAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED HER WORK FOR THE POOR AND THE NEEDY, FOR THE
RIGHTS OF WOMEN, BUT ABOVE ALL HER STRUGGLE FOR PEACE AND HER FIGHT FOR A
SPIRIT OF TOLERANCE AND RESPECT FOR OTHERS AS HER MAIN TASKS IN LIFE. 1
AM SURE THAT WE CAN COUNT ON HER IN CONFRONTING THIS DIFFICULT TASK.

AND IT IS PERHAPS FITTING TO RECALL, ESPECIALLY IN THESE DAYS DURING
WHICH WE CELEBRATE THE JEWISH FEAST OF SH.AVU'OTH.' IN THIS PARTICULAR RESPECT
THE WONDERFUL DREAM OF ANWAR EL SADAT TO BUILD ON. THE FOOT OF THE SINAI, -
NEXT TO EACH OTHER, A SYNAGOGUE, A CHURCH AND -A MOSQUE, AS A SYMBOL OF
PEACE AND HARMONY BETWEEN THE THREE GREAT MONOTHEISTIC RELIGIONS.

THIS BRINGS ME FINALLY TO THE PROBLEM OF PEACE. I AM FULLY AWARE OF
THE TRAGEDY WHICH IS EAPPENING IN THE MIDDLE EAST WHERE TWO PEOPLES CONFRONT
EACH OTHER, WHERE RIGHT STANDS AGAINST RIGHT, AND WHERE THERE IS NO QUICK
SOLUTION IN SIGHT. : IT IS NOT BY RECRIMINATION OR BY CONDEMNATIONS - WHICH
ONLY STIFFEN RESISTANCE - OR BY TAKING ONE SIDED EXTREMIST POSITIONS THAT
THE SITUATION WILL BE EASED. IT IS ONLY BY BREAKING THROUGH THE WALLS OF
- _FEAR ON BOTH SIDES, BY SHOWING COMPASSION AND UNDERSTANDING, BY snrronrxnc
... ... THE MODERATES ON EACH SIDE, THOSE WHO ARE READY FOR COMPROMISE AND FOR
"“f'raxxnb nrské ow BEHALF og_pt§bt; ARD BY BDILDING ‘BRIDGES nnrwzzn THEM THAT . .
SOME PROGRESS CAN BE ACHIEVED, - ) S E EEme sR

LETUSTHENGOONWITE OURTASK. TEEROADVEKAVETOTAKE ISCLEAR -HUTI]AL

UNDERSTANDING m RESPECT TB.ERE Is NO OTEER WAY FOR APLU'RALIS'IIC SOCIET!’. _

FOR A SOCIE‘I'Y CO}MI'ITED 1’0 'I'EE RESPECT OP THE HUMAN PERSONALIT‘! AND CMI'ITED
= Y --;--v... i :;,

T0 rnz narznsz or nvuan gxcars AND FUNDAHENTAL rxzznous FOR A;L WITEOUT
'DISTINCTION. ' e , B e s

e !‘5 '-:"'.
. wmamme % R v - 1

e THERE 15 NO OTEER HAY IF WE VANT TO AVOID A NEW ERA OF uans OF RELIGIOH.
IT IS FOR THESE GOALS TEAT WE HAVE TO GO ON WITH OUR WORK. IT IS IN THIS
SPIRIT THAT I ACCEPT THE GREAT HONOR OF THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM AWARD AND I
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR GREAT KINDNESS.

Gerhart M. Riegnmer

Sao Paulo, 11 June 1989
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BRAZIL-AWARD June 12, 1989 (520 words)
JEWISH LEADER ASKS BRAZILIAN BISHOPS TO HELP RESOLVE CONVENT ISSUE By Richard Cohen
Catholic News Service

SAO PAULO, Brazil (CNS) - A veteran leader of the World Jewish Congress has expressed hope that the Brazilian bishops’
conference will “use is influence” 1o help resolve the controversy over a Carmelite convent at the former Nazi death camp
of Auschwitz. ) _

Gerhant Riegner of Geneva, co-chairman of the World Jewish Congress goveming board, spoke at a June 11 ecumenl-

cal caremony honoring him and Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of the Vahoan commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews.

The two received the first Patriarch Abraham Awards “in recognition of their liielong devotionto strengthening tho relanons
between Catholics and Jews.” The awards were presented by the Commission for Catholic-Jewish Dialogue of the Brazilian
bishops' conference and the Jewish Confederation of Brazil.  Riegner, in accepting his award, spoke of .- '

“misunderstandings” that burdened ths relations between Catholics and Jews.

-“At this very moment, a serious conflict has arisen between the Jevnsh community and the Polish olwrch on tho
establishment of a Carmelite convent on the site of the Auschwitz extem'una!ion camp,” Riegner said. He said the oonvorn .
_ issue “deeply hurts Jews everywhere” and “because of the profound emotions it arouses, seriously risks affecting Iho iumra

of a harmonious Catholic-Jewish dialogue. "

“We had thought that we had found a solution to the prob!om In fnondlytalks ln Genava in February 1987 bt.nurtl'oruma!oly
nothing has happened so farto implement those agreements.® Riegner said he hoped that “inthe l!noqust of consolidating
the excellent relations that exist today between Catholics and Jews in Brazll, the Brazllian bishops’ conference will use lts

Influencein Romoandl(raloow(?olarﬂ)tobtm about.lniho noarmmm.aooluhon!orwhlohwohaveboonwalmbrm
lhantwoyears."'lha oontrovorsyoornotsonsgroup of Carmelite nunswho moved into anoldmoa:orlnwlﬂohtm Nazislnd
stored Zyklon B gas, used In the nmssnmrdorolanosﬂrmted4nﬂlionhma:es-90pemou olﬂmme

wctms_ ~anda Mnd-mismg w_ﬂl’abn for lho convent that ioousad on oonversions ralsed a continuing controversy. -

In 1987, Jew!sharldca:tioﬁotepresomélwosmothemmandagreedtoalknetablobrmvh':gtho(:armliesand_
establishing an interreliglous prayer and information center devoted to the victims of Auschwitz. - ¢ 2
Howover.wnhhﬂmhstfewnbmthocamameshawpalmdmomofonUwoomoNaMerododanowm _

. Cardinal Willebrands, accepting his award, wamed agalnst losing ground on the progress madehcathoﬂo-dowlsh

relations. “We should never retrace the steps we have made during and after the Second Vatican Councl, butgo ionvaltl and

devslop further and deeper our relations in the fight of faith and with oonﬁdonoohAbraham‘sGod.whobrhgsustogo_ﬂw

" toward a better world for the benefit of all humanity,” Cardinal Willebrands said. The Patriarch Abraham Award is a bronze

" dove designed by a leading Brazilian sculptor. One wing of the dove represents a Catholic hand and the other a Jewish hand.

END

N
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WILLEBRANDS June 15, 1989 (380 words)
VATICAN Il VIEWS ON JUDAISM MUST REACH THE FAITHFUL, CARDINAL SAYS
By Richard Cohen
Catholic News Service

SAO PAULO, Brazil (CNS) - Insights on Judaism developed during the Second Vatican Council must be taught “*to
the great mass of the faithful,” said Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of the Vatican Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews.

Speaking at a luncheon given by one of Brazil's Jewish leaders, Cardinal Willebrands said the **new theology” of
Vatican Il and the changed attitude it expressed toward Judaism and Jewish people ““was not really new but rather was
something always there, rediscovered or brought to the surface of our conscience.”

“Indeed, the views expressed at the Second Vatican Council and enshrined in the documents adopted there are |

deeply rooted in our teachings,” said Cardinal Willebrands. *"As part of the great effort that we must undertake to bring to
the great mass of the faithful these “new’ teachings, we must explain the real meaning of the Gospels, and especially those
passages that appearto be anti-Jewish."

Cardinal Willebrands spoke June 13 at a luncheon given by Rabbi Henry Sobel of the Congregacao Israelita Paulista,
the largest synagogue in South America. Twodays earlier, the cardinal and Gerhart Riegner, co-chairmanof the World Jewish
Congress governing board, received ecumenical awards for their work in Catholic-Jewish relations.

The cardinal said that understanding the real meaning of Scripture, “how to interpret the text in its true sense, and
notonly in its superficial meaning - thisis an u'nmense task of education, for we must overcome centuries of mistrust, host:lily
~ and separation.”

The goal must be “"to achieve a level of Catholic-Jewish relations marked not only by mutual confidence but even
fratemnity. This means Vatican Il must be tumed not only into new theological teachings but, more wnpo:tant into tha daily
lives of the faithful.” .7 -3

“Nostra Aetate,” the Second Vatican Council's Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to Non-Christ:an
Religions, declared that the church “‘deplores the hatred, persecutions, and displays of anti-Semitism directed agamst the
Jews at any time and from any source.” “ g g

- It rejected once-common views that the Jews asa people were responsuble for Christ's death and tha Jews'are a

peopie repudsaiedandwrsedbyeod. Thadowmentpamculady objectedtomeuseofScnptureiorma}dngsumaaim'

'f -




IN‘I’IHNA‘I'IOHAI.
COUNCIL OF

JEWISH WOMEN -

18, RUE DE TEHERAN
75008 PARUIS

President

Stella Rozan
* France

ion / Stat

Deeply offended by the imposition of thelr faith upon
the Jewish dead in Auschwitz by ’rhe women of the
Carmelite order - |

We 300 women of the ICJW, meehng In Sfrcsbourg on

May 29 and 30, representing 20 European countries, -
insist that the Carmelite Convent be moved forthwith
from the grounds of Auschwitz.

'gral;sqclso respechng the UNESCO Resoluﬂon of July. |

This move must be effected by July 227989 In kee-'f".-:}?:;"'?[;'
ping with the agreement signed bY 4 Catholic Arch- A
n .

Feburcry 1987

We further propose that suitable action be taken by

bishops and Jewish representatives

Jewish Communities worldwide to ensure that the Ca-""
tholic Authorities, the Polish Government and the Pu-.-
blic at large be made aware of the great pain felt by -

Jews at the continued presence of he Carmelites 3 g
Auschwifz. x R

ﬁ’gss‘s?ed unanimously in Plenum on Tuesdcy.




4

PP R L

P )

Y

IRRTIET |

RN

1 85

Mgr M lthws'z__jnski :
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3 feabgiA

‘- ritalres syjourd’hui, en
e Pologne, Mgr Mus-
zynski, Quelles sont les relations en-
tre eus et les cotholigues?

= Avant la guerre, il y avait en
Pologne plus de 3,3millions de
Juifs. Is svaient adopté la Pologne
comme lenr deuxiéme patrie ~

 epres Iradl ~, la mére-patrie pour
1 y attendre la fin du monde et la

‘venue du Messie. Beaucoup de juifs
du monde ont ici leurs racines. Et
c'est précisement en Pologne que

causte, l'extermination. Nous vi-
vans done ce double héritage : une
culture juive qui impregne tout no-
tre pays et |'heritage tragique de la

al'ut produite la Shoah, 1'holo-

- “Les contacts entre Polonais ca-
holiques et juifs ont été, aprés la
. trés sporadiques. Les uns et
E_ mutres ont vecu des vies trés

netes, des valeurs trés differen-
tes. Peut<étre parce que ceur qui
Eaient revenus des camps, long-
[ tempe, n'ont %as voulu - ou pas
m - e

: _de ce qu'ils_avaient
vecn. A b difference des Frangais
i:ont su developper, du moins
éoriquement, un discours sur la
3 aintenant, nous commengons a
=t des relations, notamment
les 2000 juifs croyants polo-
f ion de ces nouvesux
1 c'est la vigite des juifs
mm Pape, lors de sa der-
miére visite ici. Et'puis nous avons,
nivesu international, des discus-
_ + théclogiques avec des autori-
Juives.

.~ [Pourianl, une vive polémi
est développée sutour £ urq:.l
4 Iwitz..

. — Nous vivons en effet une &-

dmation paradoxale. Alors qu'il y 2

P e e s

¥ LTS m . '

hi-carmel ¢'Auschwitz. Situation

B [ ooty Leisment

A

¥

ﬁ}m

*a

 V

cortalne fa

« guestion Julve » en Pologne.

que vous connaissez bien, puisque
les cardinaux Decourtray et Lusti-
ger participent aux discussions.

Pour les juifs, Auschwitz-Birke-
nau, c'est le symbole de la Shoah.
Pour les Polonais, le symbole du
martyre-des leurs, car besucoup de
chrétiens ont souffert et sont morts
& Auschwitz. Quand ont commence
les travaux du carmel, nous avons
écrit une lettre aux juifs de Pologne
pour expliquer le sens de cette
priére des carmélites. La premiére
reaction fut positive : cetait la
reaction de jurfs polonais minoritai-

1 res dans une sociéte cathnquue.

Des protestations — vives et meme
agressives — sont alors parties de

Belgique et de France.

Du premler étage du bloc 11, le = bloc de la morl » & Auschwiiz, on
ne volt gu'elle, la grande crolx du carmel installé contre k¢ mur
dencelinte du gamp, planiée & en signe de priére e! de repentance,
Mals combien provocante pour les julls du monde entier : & leurs
youx, installer ce couvent, c'est se réapproprier — el effscer d'une
— ¢9 qu'Auschwilz symbolise, I'Holocauste, la
volonté nazie de détruire le peuple Jull. Eux ont préféré le vide et le -
sllence. Mgr Henryk Muszynski (ici avec D. Quinio/Photo Claude
Raison), évéque de Wloclawek, 56 ans, président de la commission
dpiscopale polonaise des relations avec les Julfs s'expligue sur la

Auschwitz et la croix

Pour nous, prier & Auschwitz, ce
n'est ni de la politique ni de la
tactique. Mais un signe religieux
parce qu'Auschwitz est un sigoe
d’athéisme. C’est pour cela que na-
quit 1'idee d’r installer un carmel,

bole de I'acceptation de Dieu
notre vie . Pour les
catholiques polonais, il est donc
trés difficile de comprendre com-
ment la priere pourrait étre un
danger pour les juifs.

- Quelle peut étre lo solution, ec-
upu?l?parpﬁ%mm?

= La seule solution possible a
été proposée & Genéve et un accord
signe, en fevrier 1987. Elle est le
fruit d'un compromis. Les autorités

juives acceptent la presence d'un

e q.n-n..n-r DA.I T.O

i

carmel & Auschwitz et le cardinal
Macharski (1) a accepté de le
transférer dans un autre hien. Mais
il faut savoir que & I'episcopat &
accepte, ce n'est pas le cas des ca-
tholiques de base. En Pologne, la
croix est le symbole de la for. S'op-
poser & la croix, pour eux, c'est
s'opposer & la foi. A nous J'exph-
quer que la croix et le lieu de la
croix, ce n'est pas la méme chose.

- Peuton parler d'un antisémi-
tisme polonais?

— C'est une question tres impor-
tante. Parce que dans I'opinion mon-
diale, avec beaucoup de simplifica-
tions et d'exagérations, s'exprime la
conviction que nous sommes Lres
antisémites. Et I'on a pensé que ce
qui s'est passé chez nous, dans les
camps de concentration, était ls
consequence de cet entisémitigme.
Ce n'est pas vrai. L’antissmitisme
polonais avait des raisons politiques.
religieuses, économiques, soclales
mais jamais raciales, & la difference
du nazisme. Et les Polonais ont souf-
fert de la méme idéologie hitlerienne.

Nous esperons regler cette doulou-
reuse question du carmel, qui sou-
léve tant d’emotion et de discus-
sions, dans une perspective
typiquement polonaise. Que chacun
~ juf ou catholique ~ te d’en-
trer dans la perspective de ['sutre.

Recueilli par
Dominique QUINIO

(1) C'est gur le temritoire du din ~ de
Cracovie que s trouve Anschwitz. Selon
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“June 29, 1989

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum
45 East 89th Street, Apt. 18F
New York, NY 10128

Dear Dr. Tanenbaum:

I want to thank you for your kind note and your willingness to look over Lothar
Kahn's and my book Death in the Balance with a view to endorsing it. I have
been in frequent telephone contact with the company—the last time, in fact,
today—and the production editor felt quite frankly there was not sufficient
time to get the material to you and receive your reaction. We all regret the
close time frame. ' Although the book is short, it did not seem courtecus to
impose on you on such short notice. .

Thank you for the copy of your interesting article in The Jewish Ledger.

To my distress I have watched the deterioration of black-Jewish relations in

the last decade among my Trinity students. Your efforts to reverse this trend—
if indeed that is what it is—are to be applauded.

T look forward to seeing your new book on Vatican foreign policy. The church
has held a profiound personal 'and scholarly interest for me all my life. Among
other issues, I hope you examine Rome's attitude toward the dissemination of
artificial birth control.information in an effort to stem massive population
growth, especially in hunger-ridden countries. Probably of only marginal con—
cern to you in your study, but of particular interest to me, would be the Roman
Chureh's changing ecumenical relations with other Christian denominations in
light of growing feminist insistence on admission to Holy Orders. Since 1976,
when the Episcopal Church broke with tradition and began to ordain women to
the priesthood, and since this past February, when Barbara Harris was conse-
crated Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Massachusetts, splits with the world-
wide Anglican Camunion have loomed large, and cooperative efforts with Rome
on variocus levels and for various purposes will surely be threatened.

A footrote: My friend Lothar Kahn informed me yesterday that he is being
awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of Frankfurt/Main in appre-
ciation of his writings on behalf of exiled German—Jewish writers, Jewish-
Christian, and German-American relations. . '

Sincerely,

Meouatel ; Jeule



Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum
June 27, 1989 (7345 AJM.)

Sir Sigmund Sternberg

FAR # — 01-485-4512

Dear Sigmund,

Last night I receigved an overseas telephone call from Cardinal Lustiger's
personal secretary. The Cardinal is attending a meeting of French bishops and
asked his aide, Father Pierre d'Ornelles, to give me this messages

Father d'Ornelles was in Cracow and Auschwitz on June 17 where the decision
was made to purchase the land for the new.center and the convent. On June
18, the land was purchssed and the deed was handed over to Cardinal Macharski.

In Cracow, Father d'Ornelles saw and reviewed the actusl architectural plans
for the center and cqvent. It was agreed with Cardinal Macharski and Bishop Muszynski
that building will start "at the end of this year, 1989."

I told Lustiger's secretary that you and I have been speaking confidentially,

and that both of us welcome this. information. It is vital to move forward with

this schedule, but the interim problem still remains. He is confident the

time plan will be implemented, but he had no view about what to do for the interim,

He said Cardinal Lustiger will call me on his return to Paris.

Also, this morning I received a FAX from Catdinal Willebrands asking me to
call him this evening, at 31x p.m., Rome time. I uill do so, and will

keep you informed.

With warm personal good wishes, I am,

 Cordially yours,

Cee
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Sir Slgmund Starnbery O St KOSG.P Star House Grafton Road
London NWS 48D
Telephone 01-485 2538
racsirmnile 61-485 4512

TG Rabbi Marc H. Tan=nbaum,
American Jewish Committee
Gaes 27 June 1389
FAY.: 212-876-8B351 Our ral 558/va
, Vour 6!
Desr Rabbi Tanenbaum,
Thank you for your FAX. I am not swere thal the Carmelite nuns have
been a party fto any agreement reached. What is the assurance, assuming
that the convent is built, ithat tke Carmelite nung will move? To that

end there should be an agreement directly with the Carmeiiie nuns and nct
through an interm&diary. What evidence have we that ihe Folish Government
will make availeble building materials? I am sure you will mentien this
Cardinal Willebrands when you speak te him.

These are some of the things which spring to my mind, there might well be
some other matters which will have Te be Lhought through. It is for us
to achieve that positive and construcllive plans ars made because thig is
the only way it will be possible to "cool the Jews".

With kindest wieghes to you,

Yours sincerely,




27.M6 89 12:3@ 2 o1 45 4512 STERMEERE
Sir Sigmund Sternberg 0.51J KCSGUP Star House Grafton Road

London NW5 480D
Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-4654512

To: Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committec Date 27 June 19882
FAX: 212-878-8B351 Our ref 555/va
Your ref

Dear Rebbi Tanenbaum,

1 have epoken this morning to Cardinal Willebrands aboul our plans.
He told me he will reflect on iti. He will specak to you later, of
course you could try to ring him. e told me thal he will contzct
the Carmelite Order in Rome to see what the situaticon is, but the
key is Cardinal Macharski and Bishop Muszynshki.

My understanding is Lhal there are people in in Cardinal Macharski's
office who are sgainst any move. Might T suggest that you spcak
to Cardinal Macharski and Bishop Muszynski and 1 will speak to

the representative ol Lhe Polish Covernment.

My understanding from Cardinal Willebrands is that tha land where the
convent should be re-located is not conveycd yet. T may be wrong.

Cardinal Willebrands told mc¢ that the Celgium Jews ars sendlng
telegrams every day to the Vatican telling them how many deys they have
left. I understood that today is day 24. as you know this pressure
goes down very badly with the VYatican.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Sir Sigmund Sternberg
{dictated by Sir Sigsund end 3igned in his
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SENT BY:CONSEIL PONT. UNITE' 327~ §-8% i 13913

TO:

Marc H. Tanenbaum
International Consultant
American Jewish Commitiee

43 EZast 89th Street

New York, dNew York 10128 Usa

Trom:
sather Pisrre Duprev

.
L}

Pantifirn]l fonnail for Prometing Ghristian nity

AM12N Vatiran Mity Sratre

Beazr Rabbi Tanenbaun,

i) 3

June 27,
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Basdinual ¥Willelicwds will ke awaliakle fme a Felephmre arll

from yeu tomorrow, Juna 28, at 5:00 pm Rome

time (12:00 Noon n

Yew Yorhki. You will be skle to reach him at this number:

wil=3uneeran=340d44L,

3¢~ ¢ K - ot

*erxe Duprey
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

June 28, 1989 (6 P.M., N.Y.)

CONFIDENTIAL
Sir Sigmund Sternberg

FAX# - ol-485-4512
Dear Sigmund,

While we have spoken earlier today, I thought it would be usefful to write
for our shared record the highlights of my two convsrsations with Cardinal
Willebrands today (12 noon, U.S. time).

L) The Holy See is receiving every day a cable from Belgian or French Jews
stating that®today is the 25th day; you have only 24 more days to remove the
convent from Auschwitz." While Cardiaal Willebrands downolayed the importance
of these daily messages, it 1s clear that the Vatican is troubled by them.
"We don't know what to do about it,™ the cardinal said.

2) He said that Cardinal Macharsky is "more desperate than the Jews™ about the
convent situation, and feels deeply f‘rustrated He added that the placards and
demonstrations are provoking increassing “anti-sttitudes" in the Polish population.

3) when I informed him about the information I had received the daym before from
Cardinal Lustiger's private secretary; namely, that ths land for convent and

center was purchased on June 17-18, he said that "if the land was really purchased,
that would mean that we are seriously on the real way toward a solution.”

LY As for the proposal to invite the nuns to Israel, the U.S., or Germany, he felt
that Polish Catholic nuns = given their traditions and discipline - would not
®"break up their community, even temporarily." Por them, he added, "it would be like
going to the moon.®

5) Nevertheless, he felt that it would be worthwhile undertaking the mission youx
propose, provided it is understood as"a serious, religious cause" of healing

and reconciliation. He believed that Cardinal Macharsky and Bishop Muszynski
would welcome ™a quiet effort from both of you.®™ It would be important, he added,
that they arrange for the meeting betwesn us and the Carmelite nuns.

6) He (Willebrands) has proposed to Macharsky earlier that the was prepared to

come to Auschwitz for "a pastoral visit™ with the nuns, but Macharsky felt the

time was then too agitated for a useful meeting. Cardinal Willebrands then said

to me, "if Cardinal Macharsky would want me to come now, I would be glad to do so."

7) As agreed, I will try to telephone Cardinal Macharsky and Bishop Muszynski
tomorrow, either from New York or Kent State University (where I will be lecturing
through Friday merning.)

I will keep in touch with you.

A1l the best!

e



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

July 5, 1989

Sir Sigmund Sternberg CONFIDENTIAL - FOR YOUR EYES ONLY
FAX# O1-485-4512
Dear Siggie,

I spoke yesterday and again today with Father Musial, persoanal aide to
Cordinal Macharsky. He is deeply involved in the convent issue with
Bishop Henryk Muszynski.

This is what he told mes (1) Between July 13 and "absolutely®™ by July 22, =
public notice will be placed on the plot of land purchased for the new convent
and interreligious center. The notice will indicate that the land has been -
purchased by the Archdiocese of Cracow, and that the center and convent will
begin to be built by the end of 1989. '

(2) On July 24, the Israeli Minister of Religion, Zesvulun Hammer, will meet
in Warsaw with the Polish Minister of Relggion, Lorencz. The coavent will
befiiscussed.

(3) On July 24, a pilgrimage of French Jews will be coming to Auschwitz.
They will probably meet with Cardinal Macharsky then. (Macharsky remains in
regular communication with Theo Klein.)

(4) I asked him directly what plans are thers for moving the Carmelite sisters

to ®™an interim convent". He forthrightly said, "It is impossible to move them
elsewhere before the new convent is built." He said there is a "danger of a big waved
of anti~Semitism in Poland" if ths nuns are moved to an interim place. The

population will not understand it and will not allow it.

I told him I thought that if the sisters remain in the convent a year or more,
there will be great difficulty with elementsz in the Jewish community. He said that
he understands that and knows "it is extremely difficult."™ He added that much
speed will be used to build the convent as the first structure in the center. The
nuns might be able to move in one and a half years, rather than two years.

The only alternative might be if the Carmelites in Rome make another decision
about an interim move, but the danger of anti-Semitism being aroused is great.

(5) Father Musial spoke with Bishop Muszynski who said he would be pleased to
meet us either in Cracow or Warsaw, if we decide to come.

My feeling is that the only ®positive™ thing that could come out of such a

visit would be a ™photo opportunity™ showing the sign over the land vpurchased

for the convent and center. I do not believe the Jewish community, especially

our extreme elements, will see that other than an apologetic cover for the
Carmelites. Unless something changes, which I don't see at this time, we probably
should not go. (If for some reason, we should go, I forgot to mention that
Cardinal Macharsky would be in Cracow on July 22, 23, 24, and would be glad

to meet with us. But such a meeting wopld not change the situation.)

I would welcome your thoughts. Best regards!
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Dear IJCIC Member:

We wish to apologize that a mailing, dated June 14,

1989, was not delivered because of postal difficulties.
We are thus sending these items to you, a little late,
but you will appreciate their relevance and importance.
You have received, however, our material, mailed June 26,
1989; we suggest that you read the news items in sequence
of their respective dates.

Another apology pertains tO‘the'smudging of the last

two pages in the last mailing, dated June 26, and were,
for the most part, illegible. Because of their
importance, are enclosing clean copies herewith.

REMINDER
The next IJCIC MEETING will take place on TUESDAY,
JULY 25, 1989, 9:30 a.m.
in the offices of the Synagogue Council.
Please make every effort to attend.

In the meantime, we wish you a pleasant and

rewarding summer vacation.
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- Carmelita Monastary, Liaton, _'t-\_}:'l'her“by,,_Wesf Vorkshlre, L5292 4HZ2
Telephons (0537) 63736

Sir Sigmund Sternberg 7th July, 1989
Star House

Craiton Road

Londen NWS5 ¢BD

Dear Sir Sigmund,

Thank you for your letter. The situation concerning the Carme! of Auschwitz
continues to be a marter of real distress to us. We are indeed saddened that
& community of our Carrnelite Order should be presenting such a stumbling
block ito relationships with our Jewish brothers and sisters.

From what you write, it is clear that the nuns will not be moving out this

month as promised, which means a second promise broken (the previous one’
being for February 23rd, as you know). This breaking of an honoured word is -

totally incomprehensible to us and | have written to the Prioress of the
Carmel at Auschwitz to let ner know that it is a further cause of scandal

¢ many ip this country.

You ask what can be done 10 persuade the npuns to move elsewhere until
theic new buildings are ready. In this community we can think of nothing
that will help, except praver for their change oi heart. We have no
information other than what we read in the religious and secular press, from
wnicn we can well understand that the nuns at Auschwitz are entrenched
within complex influences. Being of "Pelish  nartionality they are
characteristicaily very conservative and therefore maybe lacking in openness
to the ways in which the Spirit is moving in our times towards the unity of
all peopies and religions. As each Carmelite convent is autonomous and we
have no central authority amongst the nuns, there is little we can do to
influence each others' communities other than by prayer and correspondence.

I repeat, in this community there is genuine sorrow that from our Carmelite
Order such o barrier to Christian-Jewish relations has emerged. The Sisters
here have a deep awareness and appreciation of the Jewish roots of our
Christian faith. We pray that the nuns will leave Auschwitz and that we
may all grow in mutual understanding as we strive to serve the same Lorc

and Gaod.
With all good wishes.

Yours very sincerely,

Sf. (,/a'-/(mae .

Sister Cathering,
Prioress




Sir Sigmund Sternberg © StJ K056 P Star House Gration Road
London NW5 48D

Telephone 01-4B5 2538

Facsimile 01-4854512
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
International Consultant, Dat
American Jewish Commitltee e 7 July 1989
Our rel 558 /va
FAX 212 876 835) Yourre!
Two psages.
My Dear iarc,
1 have Just got Dack from lille and mm off Ly another enpagsnment, 3
can only give you my random thouckts in response Lo your
Fax., In response Ac rous nundered naipks:-

1. The public notice wnhich will b2 placed corn the plot of land purchased
for the new conveni hag very 1itile significance becszusz erbars
Riegner told mg in Lille that threoo of the owners of the pieces of
land are net clear about the ownership. 1f that iz 53, the cenvent
is unlikely to begin being built by the end of 1980, '

2. This has no re¢levance atn all beécausc tThey havz Deeén naving discussions
for several years.

3. This cannot have any significance.

4 Let us draw them Gut on the exaet reason why 314 15 jpgosespls

) litee before the new convent 13 Dl It is

absurd that 15 Gomen can ceuse 20 many problems all over the world

We should really hammer this peint home, Isn't 1t the teaching of

the Carmelites to meke sacrifices and isn'l ithis & time that sacrifices

are called for? There are hardly sny Jews in Poland and therefore,’

what does it mean that there is a "danrger of & big wave of anti-Semitis
P

-

in Poland"? The populztion should be told that Ir agreemenis made
in the name of the Church have nol been honoured, the iIntsgrity and
rustworthinees of the Church sre sl slske in ensuring that they are
honoured. If Jews cannoi be confident tha* the Churceh honours itns
word, they will rightly be suspicious of “he Church's dizlogue
initiatives, which the present PMope has himself encouraged in no
small measure.

We cannot accept Lhat "il is extremely difficult”. I don't believe
that thers will be any "speed used Lo build ths convent as tne first
structure of Lhe centre.™ The whele building will be satotaged.

At some stage we will be told that it ls fur more imporiant te

build houses for the homeless than to build a convent, <therefore

it is unrezlistic that the nuns will be sble o nove into a newly-
built convent.

Our hope can only iie in contacting the Carmsltics in Romne. wiho
should do this?

21
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5. We are not legilimising their posilion and unless they are willing fo
negotiate about an interim move, wé have no reasscn Lo comz lo meet
<hem.
w2 do not nced "plioteopportunily', The siluation is getting out of
control and unless the situation is resolved we shall be forced into
another Sal@ﬁon Rushdic affair, In England a call for prayers to be
recited in British synagogues on July 20th, "az part of ihe campaign
to force the removal of a Carmelite convent from the site of
Auschwitz'" has been issued by the Doard of Deputies.

Part of my Conference in Lille was taken up by lhoe Auschwitz convenb issuc.

Thank you for all you are doing we shall pct there eventuzlly.

You can ring me tonight at 8.00 pm local Linc on 405 1032
Alternatively, I will try to ring you.

With Xind regurds,

Yours sincerely,

Sir Sigm Sternberg



.............................................................................

St Sigmund Stembery 0.5t xCSGUP Star House Grafton Road
g : London NW5 480D

) Telephane 01-485 2538

Facsimile 01-485 4512

Sister Catherine, “ S I TR .

Prioress, : ¥ s A TR
_Carmelite Monastery, ._. ..t . < ' o i Tene, ks

CirEan e T e ”ﬂ' 13 July 1989 NG

Wetherby, _ Suenid. 4 — W e M

West Yorkshire, : SSS/va N\.

LS22 4z , " O

Dear Sister Catherine,

Thank you for your considered, thoughtful and concerned letter of
7th July with regard to the Carmelite convent at Auschwitz.

[ note that you have written to the Pricress of the Carmel at Auschwitz
and I wonder if you have received any reply yet and if so, what was said.
1t 4s indeed Lrue that, agreements made in the name of the Chureh if not
honoured, the integrity and rrustworthiness of the Church are at stake in
eriguring that it Is honoured., If Jews cannet be confident that the Chwreh
honours its word, they will righrly he wary arnd suspicious of the Church's
dialogue initiatives, which the Holy Father has himself encouraged in no
small measure.

1 accept and appreciate your sentiments with regard to the power of prayer
st would respectfully suggest that so far this has been to no avail. In
zct in an unprecedented move the Board of Deputies of British Jews called
ter prayels 20 92 rerlwed b Brlitlsl eyuegugues on July 20chy ao part of

‘a2 campaign to force the remevel of the Carmelite convent from the site of

th ¥

Avschudcz’. t 15 mooct urmsuwal fox Jews to pray for any 'special intention'.
I f2el chat now is the cime for action and as vou say, the way for this to
taka form is chrough correspondence, Could I suggest that ycu dreft &

telegran no matter how long expressing the very thoughts chat you have
rritten to me, and [ will willinglv serd it on your behalf. 1 am sure
that cre nuns will listen to you.

1 caznot help feeling that che very fact that the nuns are of Polish origin
might well mean that chey would be more easily influencsd to follow orders,

ot alternatively, if they really want to move I am sure that they would do so.
In fact, if they do either decide or are influenced to move,temporary
accormpodation can be found for them.



1 very much appreciate the sentiments of your letter and in particular,
your last paragraph, I am sure | speak on behalf of the whole Jewish
Comprunity when I veice my fears that if there is no move from the nuns
at Auschwitz therc is a very great fear that fundamentalist forces migh:
activate violence which cculd greatly damage Christian/Jewish relations
so carefully created. I feel sure that you can help us to make this-
move come abcut. It is in your hands now more than in ours.

I am sending vou a copy of a Press Release with regard to last week's
Internaciconal Council of Christians and Jews Colloquium in Lille, A
great part of the discussions at the Colloquium centred around the issux
of the Auschwitz convent.

T would very much Tike to invite you to come to London to meet my friends
and to give you an idea of some of the work we are doing T enclose a
brechure of my Centre in North London, which is the largest Centre of
Jewish Culture in Europe.

Convent at Auschwitz., Statements Jamuary-May 1989' which will give you
the ceamplete picture of the situation.

T am also enclosing Christian Jewish Relations Documentation, 'The Carmelize

{ace agair I thank you for your kind and sincere letter and very much hope
that you will find it possible te help us by drafting a telegram for us to
send te the Carmel at Auschwitz. As T said, T weould very much like to
meet veu in London.

with kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Sir Sigmund Stexrnberg



[end]
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LE CARDINAL ARCHEVEQUE DE LYON ™ -

ms I, 1989

Lyon, le 30 juin 1989

Docteur Gérart RIEGNER
Comité International Juif pour les
Consultations Inter-Religieuses

Docteur,

Monseigneur MUSZYNSKI, Président de la Commission Episcopale
Polonaise pour le Dialogue avec le Judaisme, m'écrit une lettre que je viens
de recevoir pour m'informer d'un communiqué de la dite commission et d'un
article du Pére MUSIAL intitulé "Est-ce que les Soeurs Carmélites peuvent
prier 2 Auschwitz ?". I]1 me semble opportun de vous faire part du contenu de
sa lettre :

"La commission s'engage 2 promouvoir dans le milieu polonais
1'idée du "Centre d'Information, d'Education, de Rencontre et de Pridre" seleon
1'esprit des accords de Gendve du 22 février et compte sur la méme populari-
sation de cette idée dans le milieu frangais. Notre commission est persuadée
que le Centre sera un lieu particuli2rement fécond pour le dialogue entre
Catholiques et les Juifs en Pologne et dans le monde”,

Je tenais 2 vous informer du travail en profondeur que cette
commission est amenée A faire en Pologne. Cela est une part importante pour la
"réalisatzon des accords de Gen2ve du 22 février 1987.

' - J'en profite pour vous envoyer copie de la lettre que le
‘Cardinal HAGHARSKI m'a adressée le 7 juin dermnier.
)
Je vous pr;e de croire, Docteur, 3 1'assurance de mes
sentiments respectueux.

T Al Qb

Albert Cardinal DECOURTRAY
Archevéque de Lyon



Son Eminence le Cardinal DECOURTRAY
Archevéque de Lyon

1, place de Fourviédre

-
- 0 P \ E'.' 69321 LYON CEDEX 05

FRANCE

K.rékow,
Le 7 juin 1989

Monsileur le Cardinal,

' le Pére Jean DUJARDIN, venu de votre part & Cracovie le
5 juin dernicr, m'a fail part, en présence du Pére St, Musial, des
graves questions duos au retard apporté & la réallisation de 1'Accord
de Genéve.

Je veux tout d'abord redire une fois encore & quel point
je suis attaché au respect de la parole que nous avons donnée & Genéve
wt combien je désire que 1'Accord solit réalisé dans son esprit et
de fagon concréte, quelles que solent par aflleurs les intentions
qu'on a pu préter & 1'Eglise.

Voici -les dispositions pratigques déja prises ou sur le
point de 1'étre concernant la construction du nouveau couvent des
carmélites et du Centre, prévus par 1°‘Accord. Je vous demande de
leg transmettre a4 Maltre Théo KLEIN.

1. Le choldx du terrain.

_ Le terrain numéro deux, situé & cing cents métres environ
du camp de cuncentration d'Auschwitz, a été finalement retenu. Le
Docteur RIFGNER et le Docteur SCHNECK l'avalent visité et accepté
lors de leur passage & Cracovie en juin 1988. Ce¢ terrailn a une super-
ficie dge quatre hectares ot demi.

Le camp est soparé du terrain choisl par plusieurs ensembles
de constructions et un rideau d'arbres. I& nouveau Carmel sera cons-
truit dans la partie du terrain la plus éloignée du camp. Il n'y
aura donc aucune ambiguirté ogans sa Jocalisation par rapport au
"Theatergabalde” ot au camp. Les plans ci-joints donnent une .idée
exacte dog différonts emplacements.

2. Formalités administratives remplics.

La volvodie de Biesko-Bisla et la ville d'Oswiecim ont
donné leur accord définitif sur le choix de ce terrain numéro 2 pour
la constructiovn du monastére du Carmel comme pour celle du “Centre
d'information, d'éducation, de rencontre et de priére" composé lui-
méme de deux batiments. :
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Toutes les conditions de wviabilité (onze pour le cas de
notre projet, selon la léglislation polonalse) ont Gté acceptées offi-
clellement.

Les plans do conception du Centre et du Couvent ont été
déposésy au bureau d'urbaniume el d'architecturs de la villeo d'Oswiecim,
le¢ 23 mai 1989. Ils y sont actuellement exposés avec le plan d'aména-
gement global de Oswiecim jusqu'au 17 juin 1989. Aprés cette date,
ils devraiont €tre théoriguement approuveés.

Le terrain pourra alors éLre provisoirement cl&turé avant
méme son achat définitif car les propriétaircs ont en effet promis
de nous le vendre.

3. Achat du terrain.

. Il restera & négocier 1'achat du terrain auprés des quator-
ze petits propriétaires qui en possédent chacun une parcelle., Actuel-
lement, un seul hésite & vendre la totalité de la sienne. les treize
autres ont exprimé leur accord.

Ce terrain ne peut Atre acheté avec 1'argent du diocése.
Aussi, je remercie déja& vivement ceux gqui ont déja apporté leur alde
financiére. J'espére gque nous n'aurons pas de probléme de ce cbté-
la.

4. Début des travaux.

Si rien ne vient entraver cette étape mentionnée ci-dessus,
le terrain pourrait étrc acquig au cours de 1'été.

Pendant ces différentes démarches administratives, les
plans techniques des différconts batiments étaient & 1'étude. L'achat
du terrain terminé, nous devrons les présenter dans leur phase défini-
tive pour approbation. Celleg-ci constituera la permission officielle
pour entreprendre les travaux.

Nous pourrons vraisemblablement commencer la construction
d'au moins un bitiment au dédut du premior semestre 1990.

% . A Ja daté du 22 juillet 1989, toutes les formalités adminis-
tratives nécessaires seront trés certaincement réglées pour nous per-
mettre de poser un geste significatif sur le terrain Jui-méme. Ce
geste symbolique devra exprimer notre adhésion compléte aux motifs
exprimés & Genéve et qui ont provogqué 1l'accord du 22 février 1987.
Y1 dovra aussi témoigner de la vocation particuliére du Centre d'.in-
formation, d'éducation, de rencontre et de priére.

En terminant cetto lettre, je ne dois pas vous cacher 1'exis-
tence d'obstacles gque nous continuons de rencontrer dans la réalisa-
tion do ce projet. Ils provienncnt de 1'incompréhension de trop nom=
breux chrétiens & Ja perspective d'un déplacement du Carmel. La com-
mission épiscopale pour le dialogue avec le judaisme qui vient d'étre
créte, accomplit un trés utile travail de formation et d'information.
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]

Je voudrais enfin oxprimer un souhait. L'impatienca ot
la souffrance juives sont tout 4 foit compréhensibles. J'aimerais
pourtant dire & nos fréres julfs gue Loutes les manifestations ou
les démarches qu'lls ont entrepriscs ou envisagent d'entreprendre
devant le "Theatergebaiide" lui-méme, contre la présence des carmélites
en ce lieu, provoguent dus réactions contraires da la population
et la renforcenL dans Ja défensc aveugle des soeurs. Il scrait drama-
tigue gque cela creuse un fossé entre les catholigues et les julfs,
en Pologne. Ce serait un grand malheur. Nous n'en avons pas besoin.

En transmettant ces informations & Maitre Théo KLEIN, pouvez-
vous lul dire toute mon amitié ot ma reconnaissance pour 1'ceuvre
de paix qu’'il n'a cessé de mener depuis le début de ce long dialogue
qul portera ses fruits.

* Franciszek Kard. MACHARSKI,
Archevégue dae Cracovie,



Vers le tranfert du Carmel

“Un geste nécessaire
mais pas suffisant”

«C’est un élément posilif,

mais ¢'est loin de nous donner
entiérement saiisfaction»
C’cst en ces termes, que Maitre
Théo Klein, qui dirige la
délégation juive chargée de la
négociation sur lc déplacement
du Carmel d'Auschwitz, a ac-
cueilli I'annonce faite par Mgr.
Albert Decourtray, président
des Evéques de France, que les
autorités polonaises vcnaient
de délivrer un permis de cons-
truire pour I’édification d'un
nouveau couvent a quclques
centaines de métres 2
I'extéricur des limites du camp
d’extermination d’Auschwitz-
Birkenau. «Si une telle
décision avait é1é prise voilad un
an et demi ou deux ans, nous
I'aurions accueilli avec beau-
coup de satisfaction,» souligne
Me Klein, qui ajoute qu'il était
plus que temps qu’une telle
mesure soit prise.

Selon les accord®signés 2
Gengve, par la délégation ca-
tholique et la délégation juive

2 eme année

JUN £ 3 1989

1 vndi

(etnon pasle CJMcomme nous

I’écrivions de fagon crronée
dans un numérorécent surla foi
d’'une dépéche JTA), les socurs
auraient dii quitter le Carmel le
22 février 1989. A cclic date
ccpendant, aucun signe ne per-
mettait d'envisager un
déménagement prochain des
rcligicuses, bien au contraire.

Devant cetic situation, la partic |

catholique a fait savoir que si
une solution n’éLait pas trouvée
avant le’ 22 juillet, le reloge-
ment provisoire serait envi-
sagé.. Il est a noter que cetle
suite p3

suitedelapl Carmel

date du 22 juillet n'a jamais &6
reconnue par la partic juive
comme une échéance contrac-
tuelle mais comme un engage-
ment vnilatéral de 1a part de
I'Eglise. Aujourd’hui,
I"Eglise, par la voix de Mgr.
Decourtray, annonce que les

Lravaux commenceront au pre-

| —

mier rimestre 1990. Plusieurs
questions ‘demeurent cepen-
danc la pantie catholique ne
semble gutre pressée d'enta-
mer les travanx, puisqu'on
parle d"une premitre pierre, a0
cours du premier trimestre
1950. On voit mal pourquoi
attendre au moins 9 mois, side
I"avis général trop de Lemps a
&£ perdu. D’autre part, si me
datea i€ fixée pourla premitre
pierre, aucune ne 'z éué porrla
demnitre et rien n'empiche les.
Polonais de faire tralner
indéfiniment les travaux sous
toutes sortes de préexies. En-
fin, Ia pantie catholique ne
précise pas si, selon elle,
I'annonce du début destravaux

e L

: un geste insuffisant

le cas, cela reviendrait & dire
que les Camméliles sont ins-
tallées encore pour longtemps

tholiques des «gesic.
d'apaisement» ¢ des acw:
concrets (comme par exempl:

sur ce lien, aussi longlemps le retrait de 12 croix qui, érigé:
«La lutte contre l'oubli»...

«Votre présence 8 Auschwitz nous renforce dans noire
lutte contre Poubli et les négateurs», C'est par ces propos
qu'Henri Bulawko, président de I'Amicale des Anciens
Déponés juifs de France, a tenu 2 remercier le président Mitter-
*rand des égards dont ce demier|"avaitentouré toutau long desa
visite enPologne. A plusieurs reprises, le chef de I'Etat avait.
pendant ces trois jours, tenu 3 marquer I'importance que
revieail «I"aspect juife de sa visite. Tout d"abord en présentant
personnellement H. Bulawko A ses hétes lors du diner donnéen
I'homneur du président frangais par le général Januzelsky, en-
suite lors de la visitp vendredi matin des camps d " Auschwitzet
de Birkenao, au cours de laquelle le chef de I"Etat a prété one
oreille particulitrement attentive aux €léments d'information
complémentaires apportés par H. Bulawko.

que Ies ravaux dureront, ou
qu'on voudra les faire durer.
Dans son &dition de vendredi,
Ie journal Le Monde annongait
«Rien ne 5'oppose plus au
déménagement du Carmels.
Ce qui et vrai, mais I'éait
également voild deux ans.. On
comprend mieux dans ces con-

® -

dans le’jardin du Carmel, sur-
plombe le camp) et non plus
simplement de déclaratior
d'intention. T. Klein rappelle
d"ailleurs, quune délégatior.
d'anciens déponés sera sur
place le 24 juillet prochain, e
qQue ce serait probablement une
excellente occasion de monwe:

10 wnim 1000




C armél

Les anciens déportés
juifs a Auschwitz

" Aprés la Wizo, c'est au
tour des Associations d’An-
ciens Déportés Juifs et des Fils
et Filles de Déponés Juifs, avec
le B'nai B'rith, de se rendre cn
Pologne & partir du 23 juillet
prochain pour veiller aurespect
par I'Eglise des accords de
transfert du Carmel d’Aus-
chwitz (qui doit avoir licu au
plus tard le 22). Ces associa-
tions, qui se disent prétes «d
marquer ce jour leur satisfac-
tion envers la dite hiérarchie
catholique qui aura tenu ses
engagements», manifesteront
dans le cas contraire, «leur
méconlentement et exprime-
ront combien elles sont in-
dignées par-le maintien de ce
carmel qui, avec une croix

monumentale, marque le désir |
des Carmélites de «récupérer» |

toutes les victimes de la Shoa».

«ll n'est pas dans les traditions

Juives d' élever des synagogues
sur les pas ou les cendres des
marryrs; le judaisme en deuil
vienl uniquentent se recueillir
sur les lieux des drames el es-

saye, en recommandant @ tous

de se joindre a ce pélerinage,
de maintenir la «emémoires de
cescrimes,afinqu’al’avenir.a |
travers la tolérance récipro-
que, I'"humanité puisse vivre |
dans la paix annoncée par nos |.
prophétes», expliquent ces as- |
sociations. Au cours du |
voyage, qui durcra jusqu'au 30
Juillet, sont également prévues
les visites des ghettos de Lodz,
Cracovie et Varsovie, des
camps de Maidanck ct de
Treblinka.(Pour s’inscrire,
téléphoneraud7422755. Date
limited'inscription; 30 juin).0




Carmel

Les Juifs Polonais pour
la rupture du dialogue
avec I'Eglise

LaFédération desJuifs Po-
lonais aux Etats-Unis s’appréte
a demander la suspension du
dialogue inter-confessionnel
judéo-catholique et la rupture
desrelationsentre les deux reli-
gions dans le monde si le Car-
mel d’Auschwitz n'esl pas ra-
pidement transféré. «Nous
condamnons I'attitude de la
hiérachie catholique polo-
naise, ainsi que le comporte-
ment du Vatican, qui viole la
lettre et I'esprit de I'accord
signé en 1987 par quatre
cardinaux(aux termes duquel

I'Eglise s’engageait & procéder '

sous deux ans au déplacement
du Carmel)». LaFédération a
également dénoncé les plans de
I’ordre des Capucins qui proje-
tait de batir une chapelle sur le
site du camp d’extermination
de Sokabor. «Si nous n'avions
pas découvert celle manoeu-
vre, ont déclaré dans un com-

muniqué Yechiel Dobekirer et

et Léon Ilutovitch, on awrait  :

bientét vu fleurir les couvents,

églises et chapelles sur les sites
de Treblinka, Maidanek et les
autres campsoRdesmillionsde
Jjuifs ont été exterminés par les
Nazis».

Ces deux responsables ont
encore misen cause la «respon-

sabilité» du gouvernement po-
lonais sous la juridiction du- |

quel est placé le Carmel

d'Auschwitz, La Fédération -

s’en est plus particulierement
pris au cardinal de Cracovie
Franciszek Macharski, dont
I"archidiocgse comprend le site
d'Auschwitz. Pour la Fédéra-
tion, il est le principal respon-
sable du non-transfert du Car-
mel. F. macharski est en outre
I'un des cardinaux européens
signataires de I'accord conclu
avec le Congrés Juif Mondial
en février 1987 2Gendve, O




o CARMEL D’AUSCHWITZ o

Vous aussi, vous étes indigneés par le refus de I'Eglise catholique d’honorer
sa signature? Alors rejoignez-nous!

Venez manifester avec nous, dans le silence et la dignité:

CHAQUE MERCREDI, DE 13 A 14 H,

prés de.la I\!onciature Apostolique,
5-9 rue des Franciscains, 1150 Bruxelles, pour exiger:

QUE L’EGLISE RESPECTE
SA PAROLE!

(Départ en voiture au Cclj chaque mercredi & 12 h 30 précises)

PRy R B R

-l

Brith Hafrgounim Hahaloutzim
Tikva

Unlon des Etudlants Julls de
Belglque -

Union européenne des
Etudiants julfs

Le 22 f4vrier 1989, les Carméliles
auraient d avoir quitté le site
d'Auschwitz-Birkenau. Le 22 juillet,
elles ne seront vraisemblablement
pas encore parties, Pour affirmer sa
désapprobation, la Jeunesse
Julve, représentée par la Brith Hair-
gounim Halaloutzim, Tikva, 'Union
des Etudiants juis de Belgique el
I'Union européennae des Etudiants
juis, organisent une manifestation
devant les griles du Carmel
d'Auschwitz-Birkenau. Ce voyage
se déroulerale 23 juillel. Le respect
de la mémoire de nos parenls
dépend de nous. Partons ensemble
réclamer |e départ des Carmélites.
Pour tous renseignements, contac
tezle648.18.59-647.72.79. Sivous
ne pouvez vous joindre & nous,
aidez-nous financigrement en par-
rainant e voyaga d'un jeune en ver-
san! votra don au n° de comple
suivani: 210-0048006-73.

Aidez-nous & combatire 'oubll.
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shrubs outside the walls of the former Auschwitz death camp. The
convent, which was supposed to be moved off the premises of
Auschwitz, has become a focus of protest by Holocaust survivors
and other groups which believe the site should be preserved as a
memorial to Jewish victims of the Nazis, RNS photo/Wide World
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Lors d’une réumioa d'informa-
tion, M. Susskind a qu'il

est normal que linitiative de
créer un comité soit venme de

ont 4éenvoyés i
et non dans quelque autre camp

Jn ecomité international s’organise
contre le carmel contesté d’Auschwitz
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MICHEL BAILLY.
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Carmel d’Auschwitz : une muvelle
initiative lancée d Bruxelles
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(Voir début en page 1)
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Les carmélites ne sont pas
prés de quitter Auschwitz

L'épiscopat polonais annonce les travaux «au mieux

d I'automnen et cexcluts un déménagement provisoire

(Correspondance particuliére)

a construction d'un Contte
udéochrétien ol seralent
accueillles les religicuses pqlo-
nalses qul vivent actuellement
dans le carmel Jouxtant l'an-
clen camp nszl d'Auschwiz
pourra débutet ¢ au mleux en
automne prochain», selon un
ue-prrple de I'archevéché de
covie.

C'est le 17 juln dernler, a In-
diqué le pdre Stanislaw Musial,
que la municlpalité d'Oswle-
cim fAuschwitz, 50.000 habi-
tants}, a formellement attribué
4 I'Eglise un terrain pout la
constructdon du nouveau ten-
tre. Co terraln de 4 hectares,
éloané de l‘ox-camr de la mort
et situé & michemin entre Os-
wiecim et Brzezinka [Blrke-
nau), appartient toutefole & 14

ropriétaires différents et doit
tre racheté par 1'Egliso, avant
toute construction. Au-

rd'hul, c’ost vn champ de
1é quon ne gaurelt détruire
avant les molssons st toute I'in-
fractructure reste A y créer, a
lndl?u& le zéro Muslal.
«(RREALISTE», Il recon-
nalt que I'accord de Gendva, sl-
fné en fevrler 1887 entre
"Eglise éatholiqua et les Com-
munautés jé.l::u. € :‘l 8 ell&
respecth 3. Cat accord prévoyalt
Ia construction, dans un délal
de 24 mols, d'un ccentre de
médiation et de pridre » od se-
ralent relogées los sceurs du
carmel. Selon Ia pére Muslal, co
délal étalt « Irréaliste ot impos-
sibledr ter », dans les con-
ditons administratives et éco-
nomiques polonsaises. Le repré-
sentant'de I'Eglise gouligne en
méme temps que I'a istra-
tlon ¢ fait plutdt I'effort pour
accélérer Jes chogess.
11 est cependent «exclus
pour §'épiscopat polonals de dé-

loger provisoirement les car-
melites, avant I'achdvement du
nouveau Centre, les deux cho-

ses éuint lléos par I'accord de
Genéve, faitil valolr. Et il est -

Impossible 4 I'heure actuelle,
ajoute-t-on, de prévoir une date
& laquelle le Centre pourralt
Otre achevé.

DES AVRIL. De son chié, le
ministdre des Cultes polonais
indique que c’cst su printem
1988 que le cardinal Francis-
zek Macharskl, archovEque de
Cracovie, avalt introdult au-
prés de la municipallté d'0s- -
wiecim une premiéro demande
d'obtention de terrain de cons-
truction. On Jul en & rﬁrn
trois, dés le mols d'avril. u!ll

ce n'est qu'an automnc qu'ilen
acholsl un, Justeen face ducar- -
communauté Jui- -

mel actuel.
ve I'a toutefois rofeté, en dé-

cembre 88, comme étant enco-

re gitué trop prés du camp.
Enfin, le 10 mars 1989, pré-

clse-ton su méme ministére,

Mgr Macharski a domandé le
permis de construlre sur un au-

tre des trols terrdins initlale- =

ment proposés (celul dont J] est

quostion actucllementi et flsa . 0 "

e

Vest vupccorder ¢inq Joursplus . <

tard, « Nous falsons tout pour |

que I'ndministration ne bloque
sucunc des Idécs acce

les deux particsy, a d .Iaré’l:l.r‘ i
Rydlewskl, directour su minis-

tére des Cultes.

Quant 4 lo vingtaine de car- -

mélites directement concer-
nées, elles ne veulent pas en-
tendre parler de quitter lcs

licux et affirment ¢ ne pascom-
rendres les renvendications .
! s poursuivent les |
travaux d'adaptation do leur |

es Juifs. Elles

carmel. .
‘11 y 8 deux mols, clles ont |,
recu un soutlen ferme de quel- |

quo 1,300 habitents d'Oswie- . .~

cim qul ont, dons une Jetire ou-

puyé «le bon.droits des

gleuses de demeurer sur place, © -
tout eni stigmatisant fcs epres- - -
ables» et les eog- | -

tes de violence » dont les cor- -

slons Into

mélites d'Auschwitz font J'ob-
Jet, sclon oux, de la part de la
coﬂmunaul.! Juive internatlo-
nale.

" Jean DRVAL.
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““Le droit des morts
d’ Auschwitz”

L affaire du carmel d Auschwitz semble
obscure. voire incompréhensible. Inscrit
dans le patrimoine mondial par fUnesco

en 1979, le camp dAuschwitz est
occupé en partie par les carmélites depuis
1884. Les carmélites prient pour expier le
mal. Seulement. les familles des victimes
juives qui représentent  immense majorité
de ceux qui furent assassinés 3 Auschwitz
protestent contre ce qui leur apparait
comme  une récupération catholique
dune mémoire qu'il faudrait laisser
intacte. En enquétant aupres des car-
meélites. polonaises ou non. mMais aussi
aupres des juifs, ""Voix du Silence” a voulu
donner les pieces d un dossier explosif.

Avec ;: Michel de Goedt. aumdnier des
carmélites de Pans - le pere Bemard
Dupuy - Théo Klein. ancien président du
Conseil représentatif des institutions juives
de France - Michel Musial, jésuite. chargé
des relations de lEpiscopat de Cracovie
avec la communauté juive - le pere Riquet,
Bemard Sucheky - historien - David
Suskind. rédacteur en chef de “Regard”.
France-Culture, “Voix du Silence™, le
24 juin 2 10 b




ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OF B'NAIB'RITH

823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017

MEMORANDUM
To: Abraham H, Foxman
From: Leon Klenicki and David Rosen
Date: June 5, 1989
silbiecl: ADL Délegation in Rome, May 8-12, 1989, Meetings of the Liaison

Representatives

The first meeting upon our arrival in Rome was with Chief Rabbi Elio Toaif
by which we sought to demomnstrate our good—will to the local community and our
desire to work together with its local leadership (later in the week we met with
Tullia Zevi, the President of the Uniomn of Italian communities). Rabbi Toaff
provided us with a number of interesting tidbits concerning the Vatican and the
Catholic Church on matters pertaining to Jews, Judaism and Israel. On the matter
of the Carmelite monastery he told us (as it turned out rather prophetically)
"the Pope is not prepared to discuss it!"™ - words subsequently reiterated by
Tullia Zevi. That Monday we attended a B'nai B'rith reception at the Hilton
Hotel where we met many of the local Jewish communal leaders.

First Vatican Meeting

On Tuesday morning we met with the directing personel of the "Council for
Inter-Religious Dialogue" specifically the "Commission for Dialogue with Islam,”

. in an effort to examine the potential for both tripartite dialogue,

Catholic-Jewish-Muslim, as well as the utilisation of Catholic contacts for the
pursuit of Jewish-Muslim dialogue. David suggested a trialogue colloquium in
Italy to commemorate twenty five years of dialogue after Nostra Aetate., Father
Michael Fitzgerald the Secretary of the Council seemed very interested in
pursuing these ideas and asked us to broach them with the "Commission for
Relations with the Jews" in the "Secretariat for Christian Unity" (which we
naturally had intended doing) and that he would follow up on our suggestions
accordingly.

We then were received by Cardinal Simon Lourdusamy who is the Prefect of the
"Congregatiop for the Oriental Churches" which includes the Middle East. David
expounded on “inter-faith ‘relations in Israel and how they have been affected by
the intifada and Leon gave the Cardinal an introduction to ADL work in the field
of religious and inter-religious education,

Meeting with Israeli and AmericanrniplomAts

The morning concluded with a meeting at the Israeli Embassy with Ambassador
Mordechai Drori and Miron Gordon who is responsible for relations with the
Vatican. The Ambassador emphasised his desire that spokespersons for Israel and
spokespersons for international Jewish organizations should try their best each
one not to tread on the toes of the other! Interestingly he did not feel that
the question of de jure recognition was something that non-Israeli Jewish
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organizations needed to harp on and he indicated that he felt that the last thing
Israel needed under the present political circumstances was a visit from the
Pope! We discussed personalities in the local community who have their "special"
contacts with the Pope and his entourage and Drori feels that they are by no
means as consequential as they hold themselves to be.

In the afternoon we were graciously received by Ambassador Frank -
Shakespeare, U«.S. Ambassador to the Holy See who was eager to learn as much as
possible of ADL's activities world-wide. As with most of our meetings people
were fascinated not only to learn more about ADL's work but also to receive
Leon's insights into religious and political life in the USA as well as South
America, and similarly obtain better understanding regarding Israel from David.
The fact that we came from New York and Jerusalem with our diverse experiences
across the Jewish world including major political flashpoints clearly impressed
our various interlocutors and confirmed the logic of our joint liaison.
Ambassador Shakespeare told us of his concern regarding the WJC's conduct and
statements over the Carmelite monastery at Auschwitz and was very happy to learn
of the ADL position.” He revealed off the record the name of his successor (whom
Leon knows well) and introduced us to the major staff of the Embassy who will be
continuing under the new Ambassador.

The Commission for Justice and Peace

From there we went to the Commission for Justice and Peace to meet with
Cardinal Roger Etchegaray and Bishop Jorge Mejia. We complimented them on the
document = The Church and Racism = for which they were primarily responsible,
Leon introduced the Cardinal to a number of publications either produced by the
ADL or to which the ADL had contributed. He also informed him that ADL and the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops are presently preparing a study guide of
the document on Racism for teachers to be used in Catholic schools. The Cardinal
inquired from David as to political developments in Israel and in discussing the
issues involved, the prelates displayed a broad grasp of the complexities that
Israel facese.

In the evening we attended Yom Haatzmaut services at the Great Synagogue
which were held with a packed congregation in the presence of the Israeli
Ambassador at which Rabbi Toaff gave a rousing Zionist speech.

The press interviews we held on Wednesday morning were subsequently eclipsed
by events, and during the latter part of the morning we met with Tullia Zevi and
received an yp to date briefing on the local community and its involvement with

Vatican agensies,

In the afternoon we met with Burton and Anita Levinson to go to the American
Embassy for a courtesy call upon Max Raab who was effusive, up-beat, getting
ready to return after his unnsually long 'stint of duty. In the evening all of us
were guests of the Israeli Embassy's Yom Haatzmaut reception.



At the Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

On Thursday morning the five of us (the Levinsons, Lisa Palmieri, Leon and
David) arrived at the "Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews," for our
meetings with Fathers Pierre Duprey and Pier Francesco Fumagalli (having received
Cardinal Willebrands' apologies for his absence as he was meant to be flying that
day to the States). This meeting was to precede our scheduled audience with the

Pope.

Leon gave a survey of ADL's inter-religious activities in North and South
America and presented them with relevant ADL publications and those to which ADL
had contributed its expertise.

David presented the gamut of inter-group and ecumenical activities in which
ADL is involved in Israel and presented the aforementioned ideas regarding
trialogue encounters that had been raised with the "Commission for Relations with
Islan" both in terms of ongoing trialogue but above all initially in terms of an
event to commemorate 25 years after Nostra Astate.

Our presentations and discussions having taken some two hours we enquired as
to what was happening regarding the audience. Duprey said that it looked as if
. it was now too late for an audience that day at which we expressed more than
surprise, so he ran out "to see what is happening." After a while in came
Cardinal Willebrands, who had been kept in Rome for another day by the Italian
national passtime - a strike!

After speaking to us on general matters for ten or fifteen minutes he told
us that he had unfortunate news "from the Pope's Secretary" that "the Holy Father
is so tired from his African tour that he is not having any private audiences.”
This lame duck excuse was actually given despite the fact that the Pope held an
open air audience the day before and had other private audiences scheduled that
day! We impressed upon Cardinal Willebrands the fact that not only would we have
to react to such a cancellation, but that it would be interpreted very negatively
in terms of Jewish Catholic relations., After leaving us for two conversations —
apparently with the Pope's Secretary or possibly with the Secretariat of State -
Willebrands returned to say that "The Holy Father cannot receive you today, but
he will receive you privately tomorrow on the understanding that the issue of
Auschwitz is not mentioned,”

The cat was out of the bag! Despite the fact that the issue of the
Carmelite conven: had not been the major subject of the ADL text for the audience
‘that had bean submitted in advance, the issue could not be ignored. The ADL text
however, had essentially referred to the Catholic commitments themselves
' (including that of the Pope) requesting the removal of the convent to
. another site and had urged the speedy resolution of the imbroglio, indicating
-that aside from everything else, the footdragging exacerbated prejudice and
. anti-Semitic attitudes. Imn fact the intention had been to reduce the profile
that the convent had acquired in Jewish-Catholic relations by placing it in the
context of major achievements and tasks ahead in Jewish-Catholic relations.
However, the Vatican decision in effect caused the reverse to happen, as the
ultimate ADL decision not to accept the terms of this rescheduled audience
inevitably led to greater public focus on the issue of the convent,
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In retrospect it appears that Vatican nervousness concerning the pending
establishment of diplomatic relations with Poland, and the internal Polish
situation, were behind the hypersensitivity that led to the misguided handling of
this event, either on the part of the Pope's Secretary or in the Secretariat of
State, The fact that at our subsequent meeting with the Vatican Undersecretary of
State Monsignor Jean-Louils Tauran we received the impression that he was not
completely aware of what had happened and that he even seemed to be sympathetic
to the ADL position, would seem to suggest a lack of departmental and overall

Curia coordination,

Accordingly instead of holding a press conference as originally planned we
released Burton Levinson and Abe Foxman's short statement announcing the
postponement of the audience together with the text of the address that the
former had been scheduled to deliver. See enclosed copy of the statement and
Burt's speech.

More Meetings

Despite the turmoil, we went ahead that afternoon and evening with two
important meetings. .

The first was at SIDIC the major documentation and research center on
Jewish—-Christian relations run by the Sisters of our Lady of Zion mandated by the
Vatican to pursue and promote the relationship.

We exchanged information both regarding activities and publications of
mutual value for the development of our common interests.

David met with Professor Amborjio Sprejafico and the Focolari leadership.
Professor Sprejafico was involved with the interfaith prayer meeting last year at
which the Jerusalem Mufti launched an anti-Israel diatrib. He assured David that
such an event will not occur again and invited ADL to participate at the
September service in Poland. There was no commitment on our side. The Focolari
movement is a lay organization working in Italy and all over the world. The Pope
has a special affection for them and ask its leadership to start a chapter in
Poland. David spoke about the Auschwitz convent and ask the Focolari movement
for support to have the concent out of the limits of the former concentration
camp. Ms. Dellapiccola, second in command in the movement, promised to galvanise
the rank and file of their friends in Poland to persuade the nuns accordingly.
Leon is presently developing an ADL - Focolari program for September in New York.

[ : .

In the evening we were guests of the Camandoli monks at their very beautiful
home at the Church of San Gregorio al Cielo. At this gathering a variety of
leaders and activitists in the field of inter-religious dialogue were present.
There, even more than at our other meetings, the hospitality and warmth together
with respect and understanding that we received were overwhelming and we were
deeply conscious of the enormous wellsprings of good will that are available to

be drawn from.

Discussion on Education

. On Friday morning we met with Monsignor William Mullins at the "Council for
Catholic Education" presided over by Cardinal Baum (who was receiving medical
treatment in the States at the time). Baum is an American who has related for



-5 =

many years to ADL and participated in many of our interfaith programs. Monsignor
Mullins is the person responsible for policy planning that affect the orders'
seminaries and colleges of education etec. Leon dwelt in detail on ADL
publications that could be of enormous additional value and effect if
disseminated through the Council. We dwelt upon the Universal Catechism
primarily for the purpose of having our concerns and points communicated to
Cardinal Baum who is one of the major hierarchical personalities involved in its
development under the chair of Cardinal Ratzinger. Monsignor Mullins gave us
additional advise as to who should be approached on this subject.,

We then returned to the "Commission for Relations with the Jews" to a warm
and somewhat contrite Father Fumagalli, We were joined by Monsignor Jean-Louis
Tauran, Vatican Undersecretary of State, to whom we expressed our distress over
the episode of the Papal audience and with whom we discussed our statement,
While he was formal he appeared to be very understanding., He indicated that the
Vatican would not seeé the release of the Chairman's text favourably and that they
- would in all likelihood release their own communique. As mentioned, this was not
done in the end. :

The Media Interest

Thereafter we encountered an onslaught of media persons with whom we faced
the tasks of explaining our statement and action in a way that would not appear
disrespectful and to affirm the good will and commitment to the dialogue that was
evident in the Chairman's text,

Their reaction was immediate. It was the first time in a long time that a
Jewish organization "postponed” a papal audience., Vatican Radio interviewed Leon
in English and Italian and the message was aired the next morning. Both versions
were "edited." An assessment of the press coverage reveals a general fairness
and even sympathy for the ADL position,. '

Undoubtedly within the context of our visit the issue of the Carmelite
convent at Auschwitz acquired far more significance than we intended or desired,
However our feeling was that if anything the "misunderstanding” had highlighted
the need to speed up its resolution and we appear to have made some contribution
in this regard.

Some Final Thoughts g

It was our first visit as liaison representatives to the Vatican. We feel
that we have’achieved two goals: One is the goodness of our joint cooperative
work. We act,as a team and our creative manner of relating was felt and
understood by|the Catholic leadership as well as the leaders of the Jewish
community. E® '

The second one was the work done at the Vatican. The meetings with Catholic
officials were highly productive and will result in continuous ef forts concerning
education, trialogue, and the fight against anti-Semitism., The renewal of past



- e

past contacts and the establishment of new ones was most successful, The week of
meetings and discussions competently set up by ADL's representative in Italy Lisa
Palmieri, facilitated the continuation and development of the special role that
the ADL plays in Jewish-Catholic relations,.

We look forward to continuing working together and maintaining our Vatican
relations through the mail and periodical visits,

LK/DR:yw
cc: Alan Bayer
Harry Wall

Robert Goldmann
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Burton S. Levinson, National Chairman and Abraham
H. Foxnan, National Director of the Anti-Defamation
League of B'ngi B'rith have released the following

gtatement.

"Concerning the scheduled audience of an ADi delegation
with Pope John Paud II, it was mutuaslliy understood that
some items on the ADL agenda had the potential for
exacerbating tensions, and it was considered more productive

to reschedule the meeting for a later time."®

The following text is the statement that had been
prepared for today's meeting. ‘ '

.(italiano)

Zn merito alla prevista udienza di una delegzzione della
Anti Defamation League of B'nai B'rith col papa Giovanni
Paolo II si e convenuto che alcuni temi inseriti
nell'agenda dell'udienza avrebbero potuto potenzialmente
esasperare delle tensioni per cui si e ritenuto piu
utile rinviare tal'incontro ad un'altra occasione.

‘s .
Burton S. Levinson, Presidente Nazionale

Abraham H. Foxuan, Direttore Nazionale
Segue il testo del diacorap che avrebbero dovuto

pronunciare,




ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OFB'NAIBRITH

823 United Nations Plaza o

New York, N.Y. 10017 %
MEMORANDUM %

-To: ADL National Commission g —h
From: Abraham H. Foxman tg i
RECEZIWVED
Date: June 21, 1989
| N28
Subject: ADL Vatican Visit Ju 1989

£
Enclosed is a memorandum prepared by Rabbi Leon Klenicki and
Rabbi David Rosen, ADL's liaisons to the Vatican, reporting on
- their recent Vatican visit.

Our delegation, headed by Natiomal Chairman Burton Levinson,
met with various Vatican departments to discuss advances and prob-
lems in Catholic-Jewish relations, Israel, the Auschwitz Convent,
and educational programs to inform Catholics about present Jewish
realities. '

We are hopeful that through our efforts programs on racism and
anti-Semitism will reach Catholics all over the world.

AHF:ab
Enc.

cc: Intergroup Relations Committee
International Affairs Committee
Interfaith Affairs Committee
Regional Offices :
Regional Board Chairpersons
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" TN MISTORY’®, OF UNSPEAKABLE XORROR,

WE LIVE TN A MONENT OF SUPRENE CONTRADICTIONS. AT KO OTHER
TINE TH HISTORY HAS MAN POSSESSED SO MUCKH POTENTIAL FOR.BOTH GOOD AND
EUTL, SO MUCK GLOBAL POWER 70 USE OUR ENORMOUSLY DEVELOPED SCIENTIFIC
AND TECHNICAL ADVANCES 70 TRANSFOR/M SOCIETY FOR THE BETTER OR 70
CATALYZE SELF-DESTRUCTION. THIS IS THE HUMAN CONDITION OF OUR
FTINES? POWERS OF LOUE AND CREATIVITY UIE WITH TKHE FORCES OF
DESTRUCTION THAT PERVERT RELIGIOUS AND ETKICAL VALUES INTO THE FALSE
TDOLS OF THE MARKET PLACE AND FANATICISHS OF VARIED ORIGIH, LEADING
AT THE VERY LEAST, 7O INDIFFERENCE, AT MOST, TO NATRED AND VIOLENCE.

NORE THAN EUVER BEFORE MUST WE COME 7O TERNS WITH THE TRUTK THAT
EUERY KUMAN BEING, EUERY LIUING CREATURE ON THIS PLAKET IS LINXED
TOGCETHER IN ONE ITNUISTBLE AND ITHNDESTRUCTABLE CHAIHN OF CREATION, EACH

- CRERTED ITH THE DIVINE THAGE.

THESE ARE TIMES FOR COMMITMENT: FOR EXPRESSING THOSE MORAL AND
ETHICAL VRLUES THAT LITE AT THE ROOTS OF QUR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.
WE = JEWS AND CHRISTIANS TH DIALOGYE - HAVE A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY T0O
WORK TOCETHER RY DRAWING ON OUR COMMOKN BIBLICAL SOURCES TO EIVE VOICE
70 OUR PROFOUND, HUTUARL BELIEFS IN THE SANCTITY OF LIFE AND KUMAKN ;
DIGKITY., BY JOINING FORCES: NEN AND WOMEN OF SPIRITUALITY STAKD A
CHANCE OF ITHFLUENCING POSITIVELY, THE COURSE OF SCIENCE AND -
TECHNOLOGY, THE EDUCATIONAL SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SPHERES OF KUMNAKN

BSEXAUIOUR.

A /?EC A’f UHTJCA/V Z?OCUHEA’?' CALLED “DYE C}{J/RCH AND RACTSH: TOWARDS A
HORE FRATERNAL SOCITETY’’ DENOUNCES RACISH AS A TRANSCRESSION OF &0D0°$

CREATION AND COUENANT WITH HUMANITY. AND TNDEED, DENUNCIATION IS
RELICIOUS, ETHHNIC.

STILL NEEDED 7K A WORLD YET PLAGUED WITH RACIAL.
AND *ANTISENTTISN ’ »

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RACISH OF ALL SORTS.
THE DOCUMENT STATES, °**HAS BEEN THE MOST TRAGIC FORM THAT RACIST

TDEOLOGCY XNAS ASSUMED 1K OUR CENTURY: WITH THE HORRORS OF THE JEWISH
*HOLOCAUST?. *° IT *’HAS UNFORTUNATELY NOT YET ENTIRELY

DISAPPEARED’’» THE DOCUMEAT ARDDS.

1P ONE OF THNE GREATEST CENOCTDES .
HAS LEFT AN INDELIBLE MEWORY IW

OUR HEARTS AND AN EUVER PRESENT ANXIETY ABOUT THE FUTURE. FOR, AS
TRE DOCUMENT STATES: IT 78 *°AS IF SONE XAD NOTKING TO LEARN FRON TKE
IF WE DO NOT TEACKH OUR YOUTK TO REMNENBER,

CRINES OF THE PAST’’.
THIS HORROR COULD BE REPEATED ITH THE MIDDLE EAST OR LATIN ANERICA

OR. . . ANSWHERE,

FRE GEA’&C!Z?E OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE »

WE ARE AWARE, YOUR HOLINESS, FRON YOUR HNANY STATENENTS, OF YOUR TOTAL
ONLY THREE DAYS AGO A WARN MESSAGE FROH .

~ABKORRENCEDF THE SKOAK.
YOU WAS READ IN PUBLIC TN WADOWICE, YOUR HOMETOWN, WHKEN A PLAQUE -
COMMENORATING THE JEWISK UICTINS OF NAZ] PERSECUTION TN THE AREA WAS

UNVEILED AT THE SITE WHERE THE SYNAGOCUE ONCE 37'002?.

TH WARSAW: IN JUNE, 1987 YOU SAID TO A PITIFUL GATHERIJVG OF POLISK

JEWISH SURUIUORS, -**IH YOUR NAME, THE POPE 700 LIFTS UP WIS UOICE IH
HARNTHG. THE POLISK POPE KAS A SPECIAL RELATIONSKIP WITK ALL TKIS»
BECAUSE ALONG WITK YOU, KE HAS, IN A CERTAIN SENSE, LIVED ALL THIS

NERE, TN THIS LAND.’’

YOUR WORDS TOYCHED A DEEP CHORD 1N JEWISK SENSITIVITY , FOR IT IS
PRECISELY YOUR INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH THE SUFFERING OF JEWS 1N
POLAND - AND AT THE SAME TINE OF THE POLISH NATION - THAT RAISES OUR
HOPES THAT YOUR VOICE HMAY FIND AN EFFECTIVE REPLY TO TRAGCIC
MISUNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN CATKOLICS AND JEWS OUER THE CONTINUED
PRESENCE OF A CARMELITE CONUENT WITHIN THE EX-CONCENTRATION CAHP OF

AUSCHWITTZ.,



LI T T

' A#CU/SA’ ON BOTH SIDES.

FQR THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS CONSCIENCE, THIS DEFILED PLOT OF LAND WNERE
NEARLY NALF OF THE SIX MNILLION WERE MURDERED, IS SYNONYNOUS WITH THE
SHOAX AND MUST CRY OUT TN STARK SILENCE 7O ALL FUTURE GE;VERAT!O#S:

TNHABITED ONLY BY MEMORIES.

THE DOCUNENT ON °'°*THE CHURCHKN AND RACISH'' JUSTLY STATES, °''THE NEMNMORY
OF SYCH CRINES NUST NEVER BE ERASED. THNE YOUNE GENERATIONS AND THOSE
YET 70 COME MUST XKNOW TO WHAT EXTRENES PERSONS AND SOCIETY ARE
CAPARLE OF GOING WHNEN THEY YIELD 70 THE POWER OF SCORN AND KATRED-’’

WE RECALL HOUR JUNE 1988 ADDRESS TO REPRESENTATIVES OF

YOUR HOLINESS:
WHEN YOU MENTIONED THAT

THE AUSTRIAN JEWISK COMMUNITY IN UIENNA,
'PTHE SPIRIT OF THE (SECOND UATICAN) COUNCIL REGARDING
JEUTSH=CHRIETIAN DITALOCUE’® WOULD BE SERVED BY THE BUJLDINE OF A
**CENTER FOR INFORMATION: EDUCATION, MEETINGS AND PRAYER IH POLAKND.’'’
ACCORDING TO AGREEMENTS WITK AND STATENENTS MNADE BY NMIGKH CHURCH
AUTHORITIES, THIS CENTER WOULD PROUVIDE A NEW'NOME FOR THE CARMELITE
NUKNS NEARBY, BUT NOT WITHIN:, THE SITE OF THE CONCENTRATION CANP,
WHERE THEY WOULD BE ABLE 70 CONTINUE THEIR DEDICATED TESTIMNOKY OF

PRAVER AND SPIR!T”AL!TQ.

E REGRET THAT -THE DELAY TN FULFILLING THIS PROMISE HAS CAUSED SUCKH

BRINGING THIS UNFORTUNATE EPISODE TO A
SPEEDY RESOQLUTION WOULD AUVOID HUCH PATH. WOULD QUELL THOSE RESURCENT.
ONMINOUS OUTBURSTS OF PREJUDICE THAT YO0U AND CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES
HAUE SO CONTINYOUSLY AND ELOQUENTLY CONDEMNED OUER THE PAST DECADES
AND WOULD RESULT TH ANOTHER MAJOR STEP FORWARD IN BETTER

CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS.

THESE RELATIONS HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS SINCE THE NISTORICAL
YPNOSTRA AETATE’’ DOCUMENT ELIMINATED ALL THEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATION
FOR ANTISENITISH. SINCE THEN: TWO OTHER DOCUNENTS ISSUED BY THE
PONTIFICAL CONMUTESION FOR RELICIOUS RELATIONS WITH JUDARISH -AINED AT
FURTHER COMBATTING RENAINING PREJUDICE, HAUE ENRICHNED THE DIALOGUE.

HAY WE EXPRESS OUR KOPES THAT TN DRAFTING THE FORTHCOMINE *°UNIVERSAL
CATECHISM'® - THESE THREE DOCUMENTS WILL BE RECALLED.

WE ALSO DEEPLY APPRECIATED THE WARNING EXPRESSED IN °°THE CKURCK AND
RACISH’ * THAT *°ANTIZIONISH. ..SERVES AT TINES AS A SCREEN FOR

ANTISENITISN, FEEDING ON IT AND LEADING TO IT.*’

LET US RDD 7 XA TH Oélk FE-RUé#f HOPES THNAT BROTHERNOOD WILL FINALLY

COME TO PREVAIL BETWEEN ALL SIDES IN THE WIDDLE EAST CONFLICT, WE
LOOK TO THE CHURCK TO SERVE AS A SOURCE OF RECONCILIATION AND PEACE
TN THE REGION THROUGH THE FULL DIPLONATIC CHANNELS THAT ARE A
PREREQUISITE TO THE REALIZATION OF THAT CHERISHED GOAL.
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. ¥ THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE ) ,

¢ OF B*NAI B'RITH, z

- SINCE 1913 HAS FOUGHT NOT ONLY ANTISEMITISN, Agaﬁkgf gb, RATRGR S5
ANTI-CATHOLICISH, DISCRIMINATION AGAINST BLACKS AND OTHER CROUPS.
ACAINST RACISN OF ANY SORT: GREETS THE SPIRIT OF I'NE DOCUMENT »*'THE
CHURCK AND RACISH’* AS FRATERNAL 70 OUR OWN.  ADL HAS DEUELOPED
WEALTH OF RESEARCH AND PREJUDICE-REDUCTION PROGRANS FOR USE L4
SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY CENTERS, BUSINESS ENTERPRISES, I8 ALL WALKS OF
LIFE: ALL DEALING WITH TXE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECTING
DIFFERENT RELIGIONS AND CULTURES. OR» AS **THE CHURCH AND RACISH *¢
CALLS IT, **THE COMPLENENTARY DIVERSITY OF PEOPLES'® 14 A DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETY AND IN THE WORLD. A RECENT EXAMPLE IS **% WORLD OF
DIFFERENCE**; A PROJECT WIDELY USED AND RESPECTED N I4TERCROUP

RELATIONS WITHIN THE UNITED STATES.

ADL ALSQ HOPES 7O COATINUE 'JA" THE PIONEERING PATH OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH

DIALOGUE FORGED THROUGHK ALL THE YEARS SINCE VATICAN I] BY ITS PAST
THE LATE DR . JOSEPN LICHTEHN

REPRESENTATIVES TN ROME AND THE UATICAN
TN A LONG NISTORY OF FRUITFUL COORPERATION WITH

AND THEODORE FREEDNAKN
THE URATICAN'S COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH JUDAISH.

AMONG THE KIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WERE THE 1985 AND

1986 CATHOLIC-JEWISH THEOLOCICAL COLLORUIA HNELD IN ROME AND
CO-SPONSORED BY RADL, THE PONTIFICAL COMMNISSION: AND OTHER CATHOLIC
ECUNENICAL ORGANIZATIONS AND TNSTITUTES OF HIGHER LEARNIANG.

WE ENTHUSIASTICALLY ENDORSE THE FINAL SENTENCE OF ’°’THE CHURCH AND
RACISHN’° AS SYMBOLIC OF OUR GROWING DIALOGUE & °'°*EUERY PERSON 18 MY
BROTHKER AND SISTER.'’ LET US MOUE ON FRON THERE, TN RECIPROCAL
UNDERSTANDINGs WITH FEELINGCS OF SOLIDARITY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR
EVERY NUMNAN BEING TN THE UNITVERSE. FOR INDEED, WE ARE ALL BROTHERS
AND SISTERS IN THE FANILY OF €0D.

x

. : BURTON S. LEUINSON -
' NATITONAL CHATRMAKN s
ANTI=-DEFANATION LEAGUE OF B’NAI B’RITK

L L
v
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She pohg/l Simbassador

London, l&th July, 1989.

N Le -l
‘\f(‘j‘r pi8 %\&L e | "
Thank you for vour letter dated July i0ch, 1989
regarding the removal of the Carmelite Cenvent from the
former concentration camp Auschwitz.

all memorisls, lectters and protests concerning this
matter are sentc immediately to the Ministry of Denominations
in Warsaw for the attention of Minigter W. Loranc.

During my last visit to Poland T forwarded your
lecter to gen. Jaruzeleki. On the l4cth of this month
i am zoing £o Poland and I am plaaning te neet with cardinal
Glemp and hope te dlscuss again the matcter of implementing
reached agreements.

Regarding the Ovder of Merit which you have been
awarded I awm awaiting your suggestlons as to the form aad

place of presentation (Cafe Royval etc.).

Looking forward to seeing vou after my return,

MER2T pems

i ' (RS Mk
' s
E V7 i ey
Sir Sigmund Sternberg, 0.8tJ.KCSG,JP e LA R R e Ty :
Star House J L ‘*—""\'-'57'1‘-'7'5‘1?‘[5;_“
Grafton Road _ S N R e

London NW5 4BD



Sir Sigmund Sternberg CStJ KCSGUP Star Heusa Grafton Road
Longs L.vds 48D
Telepr=r= 01-485 2536
Facaimiie 01-485 4512
MARC H. TANEM3AUM ESQ., Cate 18 July 1988
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Oui tef
FAX. 212 876 8351
Your ref

4 faps

Just for infermation.



Sir Sigmund Sternberg 0 5tJ KCSGJP Star House Grafton Road
London NW5S 480
. Talaphone 01-485 2538
URGENT Facsimile 014854512
BY HAND

Couns=llor Z. Bako, |

Polish Embassay, |

Polieh Embassy, e -
Jul 9
47 Portland Placs, uly 198
London W.,1. T S5
Your re!

Uear Or. Bako,

12 was announced yesterday at ths Board cf Deputiss Meeting that H.E.
fmbassador will bs attending a Synagoguz Service on Jjuly 20th when
prayers will be recited for the removal of the Carmelite convent from the
site of Auschwitz.

1 understand that Cardinal Basil Hume has written To Cardinal Macharsky
and to the Peolish Goverament aboul tne vital anecessity of {inding
temporary =accomnudation for the nuns.

I em enclosing a cutting from Satuprday's Times, which you have prcbably
seen. Rabbi Avraham Weiss of ths Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, HNew
fork is known to me. He has made similar protests; at the Vatican,
protesting sgainst the Pope meeting President Weldneim and has vaken part
in other similar demonstrations, He is a persistent man and will not go
awey .

The worrying part is that these demonstrations mignt be imitatsed by other
groups and the situaticn will get out of hand. This would have an
extremely damaging ¢ffect on whati Foland wants to achieve at this time
when she needs economic aid from thes Wesst, People will not understand
that this is not the fault of the Polish Covernment. Therefore, [ hope
vou don't mind if I suggest that the polics put up a coerdon or take other
measures to preavent these contemplative nuns from being disturbed, which
causes them an inordinate amount of stress. '

The situetion could be resolved immediately by a simple declaration by
your Government that alternative premises be placed at the nuns' dispossal
until their new buildings are completed.




i

Mcnastery,

s
L7

1.
=1

W

in ¥

Lan

Ty

-

o

i

e

7
=

-

Erddy.

#

ot

(]

rea

P

=T

!

i

e

- ;5//
o

i 1

-

i

b il
/

ir Sigmund Sternberg

3

TLUre

.
<
POl

Linten

=1



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY ~ FOR RELEASE
- JULY 21, 1989

COMMENTARY (350 words) '
CAMPAIGN AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM ’

SHOULD BE PART OF U.S.-POLISH EXCHANGE
By Marc H. Tanenbaum

(Copyright 1989, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

' ~NEW YORK

President Bush's state visit to Poland last week may well mark a historic turning point in
relations between that East European country and the United States.

No one interested in the advance of democracy and human liberties would want to inhibit such
vital progress. But there is an aspect of President Bush’s program that he outlined before the Sejm,
Poland's parliament, that needs to become a matter of special concern to the U.S. Congress and to
American Jewish leadership,

One of the president’s proposals to the new Polish government calls for the setting up of
“cultural and information centers,” both in Poland and the United States.

It is essential for future “confidence-building” between both countries that those centers
incorporate serious education and information programs for combatting the deep, residual anti-

Semitism that continues to exist in Poland, especially among the older generation.
During the past weeks, I have spoken a number of times by overseas communications with Polish

church and government leaders about the schedule for removiang the Carmelite convent from Auschwitz

to 2n interim place, prcliminary' to building & new convent.
' I was told quite frankly and on several occasions that a force compromising the resolution of

this painful issue is the strong manife¢station of anti-Semitism among older Poles.
According to historians such as Leon Poliakov, author of “History of Anti-Semitism,” anti-
Semitism was more violent and vicious in Poland than in most other European countries, |
Both government and church forces led the anti-Jewish campaigns that resulted in pogroms,

riots, ritual blood libels, even campaigns of extermination.
There is 2 younger, more intellectual generation in Poland that is horrified by the malevolent

history. Both Polish and American cultural programs could help inoculate that new Polish leadership
{‘;om the political and religious pathologies of the past that helped destroy so many Jewish lives.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, international relations consultant to the American Jewish Commiltee,
is :’:ymd!me past chairman of the International Jewish Commitiee Jor Interreligious Consultations.






