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Sir Sigmund Sternberg 051U KCSGUP Star House Grafton Road
London NWS 48D
Telepnone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Archbishop Luigi Barbarito
Apostolic Pro=Nunclo

o R AR Dato lst August 1989
i &

Gur ret 555/va

Your rel

Your Eminence,
Thark you for your letter of 27th July.

In principle, I would be willing to go to Poland, as you suggest,

with Hishop HMahon and Rabbhi Marc Tanenbaum to have talks with Cardinal
Machare¥: and his associates. The signatories to the criginal agreement,
Cardinzls Lustiger, Willsbrands, Deaneels and Decourtray {who is now

tion. Fresident of the ICCJ) should also be involved.

However, Yo make the trip meaningful, it would be wvital to receive an
assurance that the Carmelite nuns will vacate the present site. Should
it transpire that this is impossible at %he present moment, we would then
seek an agreemsnt to which the nuns should be a party, that they will
move out on a specific date after the commencement of building at the

new site. to & new site which has been agreed in zdvance.

I understand that building is due to commence in December 1389, and allowing
two vears for the work to be completed, we should like to see a date for
implementation of the agreement in early 1922. If such an agresement

could be negotiated wec for our part shall make every endeavour to ensure

its acceptability to world Jewry. It is hoped that the Polish Catholic
Church would make it similarly acceptable to the nuns.

I do feel stromgly that this trip would only be worthwhile if such an

'y

sxplicit agreement could be entersd into,

= hzve spoken to the German Ambassador who, in turn, has spoken direct
to Bonn and it zppears that they will cooperate ir every way in the effcet
t0 help us to find s.liteble altarnative pramises for the nuns.
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I am mosk anxious for this whole distressing matter to be resolved
before my visit in September to the Holy Father.

This situation is most sensitive and is deteriorating as each day
passes. Fanaticism might well come to the fore on both sides and

this could have dire implications for reasoned and amicable dialopgue.
It could also lead to negative consequences for Poland in the Western

world. -
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

i "Mt

Sir Sigmund Sternberg

¢.c. Bishop Gerald Mahon, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

P.S. T am sending you a letter which appeared in today's Guardian.
I do not wish to sxacerbate the positionbutit is a fact that the
nung ar¢ squatiing there because at no time was permission given
for them Lo establish a monastery.



Sir Sigmund Sternberg 0.5t.J. KCSG JP Stzr House Grafton Road
London NW5 4BD

Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimiie 01-485 4512

Eabbi Marc H. Teanenbaum
Amarican Jewish Committec
et 1 August 1989

FAX 0101 212 876 831 o

Your rel

Attached fimal copy af lotter to Archbishop Barbarito plus letter 1in
today's Guardian, by Hayim Pinner of the Board of Deputics.
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APOSTOLIC NUNCJATURE

Ref:N. 5142 2nd August, 1589

Dear Sir sSigmund,

Having received your FaX message and following our telephone
conversation I enclose a letter of introduction to His Enminence

cardinal gEUMAEBRLITY]

You may wish to have his te.ephone number:JUYZIT21 153332 jang
telex number (063)322700 KURIA PL. '

his

To afford you a-better understanding of the background to this
whole affair I enclose a copy of an-article published in the
international magazine "30 Days" which I hope you will £ind
useful and constructive. It is certainly clear tnat the Sisters
are not squatting there. They bought the land from the Polish
Government.

I hope there is a successful outcome to your trip to Poland.

2

Wwith kind regards and every good wish, '

Yours sincerely,

Rune Bialans

Archbishop Luigi Rarbarito,
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio.

Sir Sigmund Sternberg,
Star Hou=se;

Crzfton Road,

SCNDTR

XUE 4an
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIANTURE TELIIMONTL O3-S B8

Ref: 5142 erd August, 1989
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I regret iIntruding op yc&?}lme but I would Dbe very mucn
appreciative if you woula kindly receive. Sir Sigmund Sternoerg,
Chairman of tane Inte;gaticnal Council of aristians and Jews.

Sir  Sigmund was the first Jew to be Knighted by the Holy Father
{Knight -Commander, of St. Gregory) for his contribution to
fcsten ﬁ@“qe%xsh tiapn dialogue. He is deeply concerned over
“gn%é §§§§§§e of the Carmelite nuns at Auschwitz and is
e solution which will not compromise the good

relatlonshﬁps that have existed up to the present time.

He will be accompanied by Rabbi Tannenbaum and Bishop Mahon,
Auxlllary in the Archdiocese of Westminster.

-
-

‘I offer. my/thanks in advance {0 Your Eminence for any offorts
maie to-facilitate the task of Sir Sigmuné and :is delegation.
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Date

)
Archﬁishop Luigi Barbarito,
Apostolic Pro-Nurncic, 88s/va

54 Parkside, Our !

London SW1% SNF

Yous ret

Your Eminence,

Thank you for ycuar letter of 2nd August kindly 2nciosing your
latter to Cardinal Macharski.

Thank you also for the copy of tha articsle ir "Phirty Daysv.
With regard %o the reference to tha B sters "sguasr n»Y, 7 azcid
beg to Giffer . sqoardnrg €t Yre Tigrernatles . chrastian/ . ew: 2h
Relgticone N, .0, fvcr *le Trzislation of the memorandun drafts.
py Macdane Marijke van Hemeidencnck, after the official visit of
delegation of tne EBuropean Parlianernt %o Poland from S-10 Maren
1989 dated 1 April 19829the extract frcm the Erglish Bullatin of
the cfficial Polish Press Agency 12 April 1582 Page 51,

"On the instzllation cof the larwmelltes in tha cld theatre ro
contract of sale or leaze has teen Zontliaded, =2mg ro
authorizatior haz bean dzagrded or given. zal
Carnelites are 'z attayz’™®.

y'

I rotice in the July 23 ieste cf She T ne Pogries
Deputy—-Minister for Foreigr Affairs ha:z Thoz neal »f 4re
Israeli diplomatic misbion .im Warzay trat i goverement »ould
intervene and ensure that ths nuns were rencued frem %helr

carmel."

Let us hope that this matter will scom bs resc.ved Lo the
satisfaction of all cor.cerned.

With kind regards,

Yours sBincerely,

/7 G

Sir sigmund Sternber3g °




[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



CNS - Catholic News'Sgrvlca -12- Wednesday, August 2, 1989

“In the wonderful event of Pentecost, God offers the Holy Spirit as a gift to all men and women,” he said.
END

EXT AUDIENCE Aug. 2, 1989 (420 words) xxxt
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Here is the Vatican text of Pope John Paul II's remarks in English at his weekly general audience

Aug. 2.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Today we consider the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as the fulfillment of the new and everlasting covenant between
God and humanity. Jesus sealed this new covenant with his own blood, as he indicated atthe Last Supper when he said: “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood.”

The new and everlasting covenant sealed in the blood of Jesus and completed when the Spirit came at Pentecost was
prepared and foretold in the Old Testament. In the covenant with Noah, God showed his intention to establish a covenant not
only with humanity but also with the created world. By choosing Abraham and his descendants as sharers in a covenant with
himself, God revealed his plan to choose a specific people, Israel, from which the promised Messiah would be born.

In the covenant which he established with Moses on Mount Sinai, God gave the law, the Ten Commandments. God would
continue to regard Israel as his special people, as “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation,” on condition that they remained
faithful to his law. But the history of the Old Testament shows many instances of Israel’s infidelity to God. Hence God sent
the prophets as his messengers to call the people to conversion, to warn them of theirhardness ot heart and to foretell a new
covenant still to come.

The new covenant foretold by the prophets was established through Christ's redemptwe sacrifice and through the power
of the Holy Spirit. In the wonderful event of Pentecost God offers the Holy Spirtasa gift to all men and women of every age.
This “perfect gift from above” descends to fill the hearts of all people and to gather them into the church, oonsmuﬁng them
the people of God of the new and everiasting covenant.

| wish to welcome the group of Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco who have come from the United States. My greetings
go also to the members of the Nigerian Armed Forces Pilgrimage. | likewise welcome the intemational group of young people
who have been involved in work camps near Rome during the month of July: May this experience of cooperation bear fruit
in strengthening the bonds of trust between peoples of different cultural and religious backgrounds. And upon alithe English-
speaking visitors and pilgrims here today | invoke God's blessings of peace andjoy. = =
END ;
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, By ALAN RIDING " -
' ¥ ROME,“Aug’ 12" — With Roman
.Catholic-Jewish z;- relations .. already
#'strained by the continued ofa
Carmelite convent .at the site of the
Auschwitz death camp, a Jewish or-
. ganization has complained that recent
. comments by Pope John Paul II sug-
gested that God’'s covenant with the
The organization, “the Anti-Defama-
tion ‘League of B'nai B'rith, said the
- Pope’s remarks, at his weekly general
audience on Aug. 2, were “unavoidably
prejudicial” and seemed to contradict
previous Vatican statements on this

- The controversy over the convent,

marks on Jews Raise Controversy

delicate theological issue. : .

- In a letter to the Holy See's Commis-
sion for Religious Relations with He-
braism, the organization said it looked
forward to “urgent clarification of the
matter so that we may demonstrate to
the world that the clock of Catholic-
Jewish relations has not been tragi-
cally set back.”

The dispute touches on a fundamen-
tal Jewish belief that God’s covenant
with the Jews, establishing them as the
chosen people; has remained unbroken
since the time of Moses.

In his homily, the Pope said, “We
consider the coming of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost as the fulfillment of the

new and everlasting covenant between
God and humanity,” which was
“‘sealed in the blood of Jesus."

He said that the Old Testament
showed many instances of the Jewish

- | people’s “infidelity to God' and that

the Prophets were sent “‘to call the peo-
ple to conversion, to warn them of their
hardness of heart and foretell a new
covenant still to come.”

“The new covenant foretold by the
Prophets- was established through
Christ's redemptive sacrifice and
through the power of the Holy Spirit,”
he said. “This “perfect gift from above"
descends to fill the hearts of all people
and to gather them into the church,

constituting them the People of God of
the new and everlasting covenant.”

The Vatican has so far not responded
to the protest. The Commission’s Sec-
retary, the Rev. Pier Francesco Fuma-
galli, said the letter would be studied.
“There will be a reply but, as in the
past, it will not be made public,” Fa-
ther Fumagalli said. -

The letter was signed by Rabbis
David Rosen and Leon Klenicki, the

1 Anti-Defamation League's Jerusalem-,

based liaison representatives to the,
Vatican. Although their message was:
conciliatory in tone, coming at a time !
of growing Jewish anger about the
Carmelite convent at Auschwitz, the
new dispute was interpreted by Catho-
lics and Jews here as a source of con-
cern about the state of relations be-|
tween the two faiths.

_

' placed the convent. ¢

= rael'sinfidelity toitsGod." * |

which was established in 1984 in a
building once used by Nazis to store
poison gas, has flared up in recent
months after a previously negotiated
deadline for its transfer to another site
. passed in February with no sign that

-I' the move was imminent.

Protests Outside Convent . |

Since then, some Jewish groups have’
organized protests outside the convent, |
while others have suspended contacts’
with the Vatican. In the wake of the|
protests, the Archbishop of Cracow,
Franciszek Cardinal Macharski, said
he had canceled plans for an interfaith
center near the site that was to have

In their letter about the Pope’s re-
marks, Rabbis Rosen and Klenicki
said, “Anyone reading these words
may fairly conclude from them that}
God's covenant with the Jewish people
is superseded by the Christian cove-
nant as the only everlasting covenant."
They said the words were also in con-

flict with previous Vatican pronounce-
ments and with the Pope’s own refer-
ence to the Jewish people as “‘the peo-
ple of God, of the Old Covenant never
K8d by God” when he addressed

revol

prominent Jews in Mainz, West Ger-

many, in 1980. i
Expressing their '‘deep concern”

! about the implications of the new state-

ment, the rabbis said they assumed
these were not the Pope's “intentional
implications’ and urged that they be
brought to his “personal attention.” -
But at his general audience on Aug. 9,
the Pope told visiting pilgrims that God
had created a new covenant with His'
people through Christ because of “Is.




UVER POPE'S REMARKS ON COVENANT

By Tracy Early
~The New York Jewish Week

NEW YORK, Rug. 7 (JTR), —-- The Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith has expressed '‘deep concern regarding the
implications'' of remarks made by Pope John Paul II, which RDL
interprets as denying God’s covenant with the Jews.

In a letter to the Vatican secretary for Jewish relations,
Rabbi David Rosen of the ADL's Jerusalem office said anyone
reading the pope's words ' ‘may fairly conclude from them that
God's covenant with the Jewish people is superseded by the
Christian covenant as the only everlasting covenant.'' .

" The implications regarding Jews and Judaism, he said, are
**unaveidably prejudicial.'' Rosen said he assumed these were not
‘‘the intentional implications,'’ but he asked that his concern
be brought to the pope's attention. .

**I look forward to urgent clarification of the matter so
that we may demonstrate to the world that the clock of Catholic=

Jewish relations has not been tragically set back,'' Rosen said.
At the end of the letter to the Rev. Pier Francesco
Fumagalli, Rosen said he had consulted with Rabbi Leon Kleniecki,
ADL director aof interfaith relations, and was signing also on his
behalf. The two are the ADL liaison representatives to the

Vatican.
The pope's remarks were made Aug. 2 in the brief theological

reflection given during the weekly gereral audience he holds as
part of a series on the Christian feast of Pentecost.
Irn his sermon, the pope said that '‘we consider the coming
of the Holy Spirit at Fentecost as the fulfillment of the new and
everlasting covenant between God and humanity.''

Urder the Sinai covenant, he said, BGod would continue to
regard Israel as '‘his special people’’ on the condition that

they remain faithful to his law.

*Israel's Infidelity To God? T
**But the history of the Dld Testament shows many instances

of Israel’s infidelity to God,'' the pope sdid, '‘Hence God sent
the prophets as his messengers to call the people to conversion,
to warn them of their hardness of heart and to: foretell -a new
covenant still to come.'’ :

Eugene Fisher, Jewish relations secretary for the U.S.
Catholic bishops, said in a telephone interview Monday that he
considered Rosen's letter '‘a very hasty response'' to thepope’'s
remarks.

**In actuality, the ADL has rather seriously misread the
statement,’' Fisher said. ‘'The pope's statement neither asks nor
answers the questions the ADL is raising. He was talking about
Christianity's own self-view. The statement doesn't address
Judaism's self-understanding.'®

"-_'___—'--_.__ chs e .
Fisher argued that the pope's refererces to '‘instances'’ of
infidelity did not imply supersessionism. '‘You really have to d
twist and force the 1nterprgﬁation," he said, in brder to reach
the conclusion of the ADL representatives.
Fisher also criticized the ADL's tactics in publicizing the
protest before the Vatican had an opportunity to offer any

explanation.
A press release was issued by the ADL headquarters in New

York Aug. 3, the same day as Rosen’s letter was sent. In addition
to reporting or the letter, the press release said ADL national
director Abraham Foxman was °‘dismayed’’ by the pope’'s remarks.

. **I'm very disappointed,'’ Fisher said. ''This is a serious
breach of the understood process between our two communities —-—
to send a letter to the Holy See and issue a press release the
same day without the basic courtesy of allowing time for a
response. '’

**It is always proper to ask for a clarification,'’ Fisher
said., ''But rio charce was given to the Holy See to clear up the

matter. This is just not acceptable behavior.'?
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Aroprielacy Lo bhe Urnted Hress tnterrnataonal 1900

August 4, 1989, Friday, EBC cycle

SECTION: Daomestic News

LENGTH: 70 words

HEADLINE: Jews: Fope's remarks '"*unavoidably prejudicial??

DATELINE: NEW YORK

KEYWORD: Fopejews

BODY :
The Anti-Defamatiorn League complained to the Vatican Friday that FPope John
Faul II implied that Jews are no longer God’s ''special people’! because the

'*history of the 0ld Testament shows many instarces of Israel’s infidelity to
GCld-" .

In a letter sent to the Rev. Fier-Franciscoa Fumagelli, a Vatican official,
ADL Director Abraham H. Foxman expressed !''deep concern’?! oaver remarks made by

Proprietary to the United Press Irternaticonal, August 4, 1989

Fope John Faul II during a general audience in Rome Wedrnesday.

the convenarnit which he estahblished with

Moses on Mount Sinai, God gave the Law, Lhe Tern Commandmentoe. God would cantiv
to regard Israel as his special pecple... on the condition that they remained
faithful to his law. But the history of the 0ld Testament shaows many instarnces

of Israel's infidelity to God.'?

In the addrecs, the pape said, *'In

The pope then continued; '*'Herice God sent the prophets as his messerigers to
call the pecple to conversion, toc warn them of their hardness of heart and to
faretell a new covenant still to come... This ?!perfect gift from abave! desceérc
to fill the hearts of all pecple and to gather them into the church,
constituting them the Fecple of God of the rnew and everlasting covenant.??

The ADL told the Vatican, in its letter, that '’the implications regardinrg
Jews and Judaism are unavoidably prejudicial.?!?

"fnyone reading these words may fairly conclude from them that God's
covenant with the Jewish peaple is superceded by the Christian covenant as th

only everlasting covenant,!?! the ADL wrote.

\



" JADL 1o prggest pope’s
sermon on covenant:

.. By LISA PALMIERI-BILLIG j{'lana‘ everladting covenant.* The

. Jerusalem Post Correspondent .
ROME:' -~ The Antl-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith will express
its “concern’ to the Vatican aboTt a
sermon given by Pope John Paul il
to & general audience, which seemed
to deny God's cternal covenant with
the Jewish people, the ADL's Isrnell
Vatican liaison officer, Rabbi David
Rosen told . The -Jerusalem : Post

.yesterday, ** ¢ .7 . v

In & sermon about the Christian
Covenant with God délivered by the
pope.at Wednesday'd general audi-
ence, he oppeared o
the spirit or recent Catholic tgaching
about thé Jews. -

people; the pope stated that God.
‘chose Israel as his special posses-
sion, ‘2 kingdoin of
holy nation’ [Exodus 19:6), but on
-] condition that they would observe
the Law.., The history of the ancient
.| Covenant shows that this commits,
: men!hwas melt‘il Tﬁiﬂ li:lne:. ;l;he'
! ets ally ¢ srael for
51"0 nfidelity, and Interpreted the
tragic events of its history as divine

acktrack on -

priests and 2 -

‘punishment. They thiestened new >
-punishment bl af-{tc -same ‘(ime-I*- “Extrapolating statements of the

Ay Y 1987

1o -

t pope’s-

Ipope Interspersed his speech with
iquolatioris from Jeremiah and
{Isalah, _ ;

! On his return lo Jerusalem, Ro-.

- "sen told the Post that the pope has

jnever made such a far-reaching and
-unambiguous statement in apparent
!contradiction to the 1965 encyclical

ANostra Aetate (In our Time). His

.statement also expressly contradict-

‘ted 4 1980-sermon he made sayi s

that God "never revoked the O
:Covenant With the -Jews, Roseh
sald, e '
Nostrd
‘the covenant bétween God and the
-Jewlsh- people. it eternal,” Rosen

Referring to Moses' presentation ,said
of the "divine law" to the Jewish i

* 'The radio quoted the pope a say-
‘ing that God had sent the prophets
188 his messengers to call the people
Ho u conversion, 10 warn them of
:thelr hardness of heart and to fore-
tell of 2 new covenant still to come.”

[ fewish authoritles note that the
‘word “conversion™ must be clearly

‘‘defined, otherwise it i§ not clear

‘whether it means 2 fcturn to the
ways of the Lord (as Jews believe)
‘or cdnversion to Christianity. -+

'Actate “recognized that |.

fHiiounced the''coming bf ‘anothtr _.yro‘phets without explalning theit

‘ Covenant. That coventrit wis estab-:Jewish textual context and Jewish

1 lished througl Citlst's' redemiptite~Jidentity can lead o biaged and prej
sdcrifice. That constitutes the new *‘udiced interpretations,” Rosen

I
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SR Wi b Capyright (c) 1983 Reuters

August 4, 1983, Friday, AM cycle

LLENGTH: 415 waords

HEADLINE: JEWISH GROUF FROTESTS TO VATICAN OVER FAFAL "COVENANT" REMARK

BYLINE: By Joarnme Kernen
DATELINE: NFW YORK

KEYWUORD: VAT LIURN- JEWS

EODY:
8 major international Jewish organization Friday sought clarification of
what 1o zalled "urnavoidabiy prejudicial" remarks by Pope John FPaul, saying they
impiied the Jewish pecplie ne longer nad a covenant with God.

BE'rith said the FPope’s remarks,

The Anti-Defamation League {(RADL) of RB'nai
Jewish covenar:

delivered irvi English at an audiernce this week implied that the
with God had been brokern, superceded by the Christian cavenant.

Friction has emeryged betweern Joews and the Vatican 1n recent years over suacl
the Fope's meetings with Austrian Fresident KHurt Waldhieim and

1SSUesS 4%
have seen as insensitive to Jewish suffering during

gestures that some Jews
the Nazi Holocaust.
Fope Johrn FPaul said: “"The history of the 0Old

Hernce God sent th::
ta warn them of

Heocording to a Vatican text,
Testament shaws many instarces of Israel’s infidelity to God.

Frophets as his messerngers to call the pecple to conversion,
their hardriess of heart and to foretell a rew covenant =till to come.

"The rnew covenant ... was established thrcocugh Christ’s redemptive sacrifice

and through the power of the Holy Spirit.”

according to the text disfributed by the ADL, added: "This ’perfect
descends to fill the hearts of all people and to gather them
constaitutaing them the FPeople of God of Lhe rnoew artd ever-Lawb g

The Pope,
qift from above'
inta the Church,
covenant. "

rnational director Abraham Foxman said in a statement he was dismayed

ADL U. S.
Jews are no longer God' “special peaple.

by the Pope's 1mplicatxon that the
'#_ In the letter to Vatican offxc;éi—ﬁzer-Franczsca“Fumag 1, twao
ADL-affiliated rabbis said: "The implications reganﬂ&ggJ, ews and Judaism are

unavoidably prejudicial. "
"urgent clarification" of the statement s

The letter trom the two requested
—-Catholic relations since Vatican II.

as not to endanger progress in  Jewish

The letter scught a response "so that we may demonstrate to the world that
the clock of Catholic- Jewish relations had not been tragically set back and
that the remarkable achievements of the last &5 years— especially the official
Church proncuncement regarding the relationship- are the firm and resoclute
bedrock upor wh:ch an increasingly close and strong relationship may be

constructed. '
The league roted that the Fope himself in 1980 referred to the Jewish
pecple as the "people of God, of the 0Old Covernant never revoked by God."

A source in the World Jewish Congress alsc voiced corncern about the

prossible "eollivg bacle ofF Lhe Vabaocan [ daialogoe. "



* - %ranslation of Radio Vatican broadcast, Aug. "8, '89, Statement by
Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, Archbishop of Cracow, on Auschwitz convent

controversy,

- For several weeks | have been questioned by various parties
on my positon on the confrontation of the Large scale campaign which has
arisen with regard to the convent of the Barefoot Carmelites in Auschwitz.

I had hoped that this difficult problem, raised by Jewish
circles in the West, would be solved with the building in Auschwitz of a
"center for information, education, meetings and prayer", in so far as such
a center would be a place of encouter between people of various
nationalities and religions in reciprocal respect, in the search for
understanding and agreement, to prevent and defend humanity from war, from
terror and from any violence or hatred which used to be frequent.

The delay in creating the center, the expected rhythm of
which Lt became impossible to fulfill, has provoked on the part of certain
Western Jewish circles a violent campaign of accusations and defamation,
an offensive -- not only verbal -- agresssion which echoed up to Auschwitz.

Because of the lLack of respect for the nuns and for their
human and Christian dignity, the peace to which they are entitled was
disturbed. Christlan conventions, the symbols of faith and of piety, were
not respected. Our wishes and our aims were represented and interpreted
in a unilateral way and judged to be in bad faith.

As far as the intrusion into the convent and successive

attempts at taking it over are coneerned, | heard one sole voice which
entioned this sub ject, and it was the voice of the Jewish orgamizations in
Poland.

This kind of attitude and of actions make the redization of
the center, as | had undertaken, an impossibility. In the atmosphere of
aggression and disquiet sown “among us;, “there ‘is no way for undertaking
together the building of a place dedicated to reciprocal respect, without
renouncing one's own religious and national convictions, Because at the
root of a work of peace there must be a desire for peace. | desire peace
and do not violate it, and if necessary | remind my community that it is
required to malntain dignity and self-control in words and actions. |
deplore the fact that fgis did not find understanding among those
responsible for certain Jewish organizations.

Our position corresponds to the attitude towards the Jews
which the Church uwundertook at Vatlcan Council 1], and which was confirmed
by successive decisions of the Holy See. This concerns both past issues
and all anti-semitic manifestations.which the Church -- guided by
~evangelical love -- deplores. As we approach the anniversary of World War
11, with increasing ardor we pray for peace to God, which is the giver of
tte And we turn to all wen sv Lhal Lhey way search for paths of peace
in the common -- and so very large -- effort for dialogue.



Tl i T

E{,‘-}E}m@;[ Comunicazione del SEDOC N, 193

Piutridutione fatta in
Dichiarazione del Card. Franciszek Mac:hars]:., ar~ | Date: 10 agoB9 Ora: 12.3
civescovo di Cracovia, sulla polemica relatlva al =

convento delle carmelitane scalze ad Auschw:.tz
( 8 agosto 1989) - Traduzione italiana -

De alcune settimane vengo intervogato da varie parti sulla mia

posizdons ned confronti dells mExgRgER imponente oszpagns nate ine
terno al oonvente delle ocarmelitane soalze ad Auschwite,

Avevo sperato che quel difficile probdleme, ubii;éito d:sli axnbientd
ebrafod 4n Occidente, poteva essere risolto con la Gostrusione ed
i§;§§:§::=§i=;;=i6;ntro di informazione, educarione, incontri e preghie-
28", in quanto tale centro era inteso come luogo d'incontro tra uomind
di diverse nazioni e religioni nel reciprosco rispetto, nella ricercs

. di eomprensione ¢ di acocordo, per azmonire o difendere )'umanitid dalls
gussTa, dal terrors e da ogri violenza @ cdio che unma velta vi si
erano &npidate,

Il ritarde nella realizzazione del Centro, sxbimzmimxex la ocul
scadenza sl & rivelata imposeibile da rispettere, ha causato da parte
di alcuni amdienti edbraici oocidentali una vicleata ésEpagna di
gocuse ¢ diffamazioeni, un'otronsivaqgrclsiono no2 8019 verbale che
ha evute un ritvézto ad Augchvitz, |

Mapoando di sispetto nei confronti delle suore & dells loroe
digniti umanz ¢ eristiana, ¢ state turbata la pace alls guale hanne
dizitto. 1e oonvinsiont oristiane, 4 simboli della fede e della pie-
td non sono state rispettate. I nostri desideri ed & mosted propoii-
t4 venivano rappresentati ed 1ntsrprotaxa in modo unilaterale s giudl
éate in salefeds.

Per quento riguards llintrusione all'intermo del ecnvento ¢ 41
sucosssive tentative 4 impadronirsene, 2o sentito una sela voce che
invocava i1 ecmtegno, ¢d era la voce delle organiztazioni ebraiche



4n Polonia.
Questo gonere di atteggiamenti e di azioni rondoﬂo {xpossidile
la pealizzazione del c.ntré da me intrapress. Nell'atmosfera di pre-
tese agressive e di inquietudine seminsta tra nol non & possidbile cura
r.: & costruzione di un luogo dadicato al reociproco rispetto, senze rj
nunciere alle jovegrdu proprie convinzioni religioss e nasionali. Perché
alla base dell'opera di paoce oi deve essere 41 ddsiderio di proe.
Desidero la pace e non le violo, o g0 Losse neceseario, ricordo alle
nia comunitd obe iiﬁzgg;§¥#io nantenere is dignitd ed i1 controlle in
parcle ed in azioni. Deploro il fatto ohe cid non adbbia tTovato
Xz oomprennione presse 4 responsabdili di elcune ¢rganigzzagiond ebraiche.
Za nostra positions corrisponde all'atteggimmenté nel confronti
degld Zbrei che la Chiess ha assunto al Concilio Vatioano II, e che
¢ stato confermato dalle successive cecisioni della Banta Sede. Cid
riguards sie le questiond passate, sia tutte le manifestazioni ﬁgia?anti
sexitiszo che le Chieze — guidata dall'ezore evangelico - deplora, ¥
Mentre oi avvicina l'aaniversario dello scoppio dells I BuUSITa CORw
diale, con l'ardore crescente chiediamo le pace &8 Dio ohe ne & im 4}
donatore. £ o rivolgiamo & tutti gld uvomini affinohé cexrchino 1e vie
delle pace nel comune - anchi?%;;nge w BLorso del diglogo.



Translation of documents faxed by Theo Klein
August 11, 1989.

Albert Cardinal Decourtray, Archbishop of Lyon

The Geneva decisions concerning the Auschwitz Carmelite convent will not be put

in question. An agreement engages those who signed it. A press release informs
me, as well as Cardinals Danneels and Lustiger, that Cardinal Macharski stated,

in a press release, that the creation of the planned Center must be suspended in v
of the present climate. Regrettable manifestations and reactions must not be en-
visaged in view of the cause which the fébruary 22, 1987, agreement means to
defend.

We will continue to do everything to ensure that the dialogue begun under the
terms of the Geneva accords will continue. We need mutual respect in order not
to harm the memory of Auschwitz.

Statement of the members of the Jewish delegation which
signed the Geneva accords of 1986 and 1987

| We learned with satisfaction and respect of the statement which Cardinal De-
courtray has- just published on behalf of the Catholic delegation.

Indeed, the Geneva accords oblige collectively the two delegations, Catholic and
Jewish.

It is indispensable that, as soon as possible, measures are undertaken, without
delay, and that on the site concrete iniatives translate the clear will of the
Polish church and the Authorities of that country to act within the spirit of
the Zakhor Auschwitz statement.

Truly. delays provoke suspicion which, in .turn, arouses reactions and counter-
reactions.

The Jewish delegation fully joins Cardinal Decourtray's appeal for mutual respect,
for the memory of Auschwitz and all Jewish and non-Jewish victims of Auschwitz.

Statement by Father Stanislas Musial to Radio Notre-Dame

"If there are pressures and actions, the building of the enterprise will surely
not start again, but if the situation becomes calm, if one recreates a serene
. atmosphere, then we will have another attitude..."™

Father Musial stresses that the statement by Cardinal Macharsky is a "strictly
personal one, without concertation with the Vatican nor with the Cardinals" (who
had signed the accords). He further stated:

"We are destined to the dialogue, there will be halts and suffering, but we will
achieve understanding. It will take time on both parts, on both parts..."



o AR

'AECHEVQCHE DE LYON

1 PLACY DL FUURVIFRF
obagl LYUN CEDFX OB

COMMUNIQUL

TRELEPHONY (¥) BRb.AP 93

Lus dOcinjons de Gendve au sufet du Carmol d'Auschwitz ne scronl pas
romisog on cause, Un accord oblige coux gul le signont, Unnh dépdche
de prosse m'apprend, ains! gu'eux Cardinaux Dunneuls ot Lustiger, que
le Cardinal Macharski a déolerd, dung un communigué, que Jo réalismtion
Gu Cenlry prévy doit étre suspundus on raison du climot butucl. Do
munifostuilons et des réactions rogrottables no peuvent entrer on Mgne
do compto on face do la csusy quu l'mccurd du 22 faveler 1987 aentond
déforleu,

Nous uontlnuorens @ toul faire powr quo Jo dieloguo fmmuguré sous J¢ wigne
do l'atcord do Gendvo se pouwrsuivo., Nous avons bosoin do rospoct mutuol
pour no pas porter etteinte & le momoire d'Auschwitz.

11 ao0t 1908
¢ Albort Cardinsl Decourtray
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- DECLARATION DES MEMBRES DE LA DELEGATION JUIVE
QUI ONT FAIT PARTIE DEE ACCORDS
DE GENEVE DE 1986 ET 1987

Nous avons pris connaissance, avec satisfaction et
respect, des termes de la déclaration, dans ce sens, que
vient de publier le Cardinal Decourtray, au nom de la
- délégation catholique.

En effet, les accords de Gendve engagent collectivement
les deux délégations, catholique et Juive. :

Il est indispensable que soient faits, rapidement, les
gestes, et que soient prises, sans délai, sur le terrain,
les initiatives concrétes traduisant’'la volonté définitive
de 1’Eglise Polonaise et deas Autorités de ce pays d’agir
dans l’esprit de la déclaration d’Auschwitz ZAKHOR.

En effet, les retards engendrent la suspicion qui, a
son tour, fait naitre les réactions et les contre-réactions.

La délégation juive s’associe pleinement & 1'a§pel du
Cardinal Deccurtray au respect mutuel, dans la méme
d’Auschwitz et de toutes les victines juivas ou non juives

d’Auschwitz.

Paris, le 11 AoQt 1989
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péclaralion du Pare Slanislas MUSIAI

“ S1 11 y a des pressions, des aclions, 11 n'y aura surement pas de
repriso |

de 12 consiruclion de Vocuvre, mals si & situation deviemt
cylme, si on retrouve une athmosphére sereine, glors nous

aurong unc autre attitude(..)* |
e Pére Musial précise que 1a déelaration du Cardinal Macharsky

csl une déclaration ° strictement personnelle sans concerlalion
nt avee 1o Vatican, ol avec les Cardinaux (signatalres) ° 11 a -
déclaré également:

" Nous sommes condamnés au dialogue, 11 ¥y aura des arcdly, des
sourfrancey mals nous rdussirons 4 nous comprendre, Ca prendra

du temps, '
des deux cdtés, des deux cBtds..”,

WETE APPELE! LUTEET7E HNEA=SA~&x w¥1a% BG3-58 5 BIEN FECU WZ
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Newsday / Mark Hinojosa
Bronx Rabbi Avraham Weiss, who was beaten last month al Auschwitz.

aAmin

By Ruth E. Gruber 5 L
Newsday Special Correspondent

Rome — The Vatican remained silent
yesterday on' the Auschwitz convent
controversy despite a split among
church leaders involved in the affair.

The Holy See has issued no comment
on Polish Cardinal Franciszek Machars-
ki's announcement Thursday that he

‘would defy an agreement between the

Catholic Church and Jewish leaders and
would block the removal of a Carmelite
convent from the grounds of the former
concentration camp.

There also has been no comment on
the statement issued Friday by French
Cardinal Albert Decourtray sharply

“eriticizing Macharski's stand.

Decourtray and Macharski were key
chyrch representatives during negotia-
tions with Jewish leaders over the fate of
the convent, established in 1984 on asite
considered by Jews as a memorial to the
eslimated 6 million Jewish victims of
the Holocaust. Some Jewish leaders
have said the presence of Christian sym-
bols on the property desecrates the
memory of the Jews who died there.

Both cardinals signed an agreement
in Geneva in 1987 stating that the 14
Carmelite nuns in the convent would be
removed from Auschwitz by Feb, 22,

1989, and that:an ecumenical center
" outside the concentration camp’s walls

would be built instead.

In his statement, Decourtray said he
had learned of Macharski's announce-
ment cancelling the agreement only
through the media, and he immediately
disputed his Polish colleague’s decision.

“An agreement obliges those who sign
it,"” he said. **We need reciprocal respect
so that we do not sully the memory of
Auschwitz."

Decourtray also disputed Macharski's
harsh attack on Jewish demonstrators
at the convent whose actions, the Polish

i e eeemmarw W0

cardinal said, prompled his decision to

block the convent’s removal.

Last month, Rabbi Avraham Weiss of
the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale in
New York and seven students camped
out on the convent porch until they were
roughed up by Polish workers. Addition-
al demonstrations were staged protest-
ing the attack.

Jewish groups reacted favorably to
Decourtray’s statements, but expressed
concern that Polish-born Pope John
Paul I1 still hasn’t made any public com-
ment on the issue. )

“Only the pope can remedy the situa-
tion that has been created,” Rome's
Chief Rabbi Elio Toaff said in an inter-
view published yesterday.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 1989
Letters

Auschwitz, the Poles and the Jews

To the Editor:

Commenting on Jewish protests
against the presence of a Carmelite
convent at the former site of the
Auschwitz extermination camp (let-
ter, July 28), John A. Drobnicki
stresses that Nazi racial theories were
directed against Slavs as well as
against Jews. “Should any one group
try to monopolize the horrors perpe-
trated by Hitler?” he asks, adding:
“Of the 6,028,000 citizens of pre-World
War II Poland butchered in the war,
half were Polish Jews and half were
Polish Gentiles.”

Mr. Drobnicki's figures are accu-
rate, but they tell only part of the
story. The roughly three million Pol-
ish gentiles who perished in World
War Il represented perhaps 10 per-
cent of the prewar total; the three
million murdered Jews, on the other
hand, accounted for fully 90 percent
of prewar Polish Jews. The reason for
this staggering disparity in percent-
ages is quite simple.

The Slavs were, as Mr. Drobnicki
says, regarded by the Nazis as subhu-
mans, and documents discovered
after the war indicate that they would
probably have been reduced to a
status scarcely better than serfdom if
Germany had won. However, they
were. not marked for extermination,

and their treatment during the war.

was far from uniform. -

The Russians, Poles and Serbs, who
resisted the Nazi armies, were treated
with the utmost brutality; members of
underground movements, left-wing or-
ganizations and often the intelligentsia
were massacred. On the other hand,
the Czechs, who permitted a bloodless
Nazi takeover of their country, suf-
fered far less, while the Slovaks,
Croats and Bulgarians allied them-
selves with Germany and were
treated accordingly.

What the Nazis had in mind for Eu-

rope’s Jews is known to all: utter

- obliteration, down to the last man,
 woman and child. Jews may, I thjnk.

‘ing for them.

be forgiven for feeling that the Nazi
extermination program and its ulti-
mate symbol, the Auschwitz camp,
had and still have a particular mean-

Louis JAY HERMAN
New York, July 28, 1989

Shared Loss:es

To the Editor:
Mark Kramer and John A. Drob-
nicki raise the question of Polish-Jew-

'ish relations (letters, July 28).

The Nazi invasion, aimed at the de-
struction of Polish — indeed all Euro-
pean — Jewry, also wiped out millions

of Poles and other Slavs, including °

much of Poland’s political and intel-
lectual elite. Its legacy of pain is such
that Jews and Poles have experienced
great difficulty in talking to one an-
other about their losses.

The National Polish American-Jew-
ish American Council — co-sponsored
by the American Jewish Committee
and the Polish American Congress —
has proved that what unites the two
communities as Americans is more
important than what divides them.
Bonds of fraternalism and the chance
to establish a new relationship in
America have overcome much.

The council’s activities began in

1979, after the election of Pope John .

Paul II, with face-to-face encounters.
Polish and Jewish American partici-
pants listened to stories of one an-
other’s grief, loss and anger. They un-
covered myths and stereotypes, while
learning to accept differences and to
respect diverse traditions.

The council advocatés positions in

. the name of the two groups, even as

they agree to disagree on certain
issues. The council speaks out against
human rights abuses in Poland and the
Soviet Union and seeks to encourage
political, economic and social plural-
ism throughout Eastern Europe.

It supports a fair and generous im-
migration policy for the United States
that would deal compassionately with

. with world Jewish leaders in Felx

ary 1987, promising that the con

would be relocated within two y

why is one of the leading di :

of the Polish church incapable olm? i

rying out his promise? . = & i
What an apropos image this all’ ?"'

Polish workers at Auschwitz, beating

Polish Christian, Soviet Jewish
other refugees seeking basic freedo!
and legitimate opportunity. It figh
against hate crimes, ethnic stereot;
ing in the media and job discrim
tion on the grounds of ethnicity,
gion or race.
While condemning the wholesalg .
categorization of Slavic and
ethnic groups as being Nazis or
Semites, it backs the efforts of
Justice Department to bring to jus|
tice war criminals who entered the: _ -
United States illegally. : 4
The miracle of American p!umllﬂl F
allows Poles and Jews to work on the:lr' .
common concerns without the need to
revise all of their images of the past,’
avoid controversy or hide differences
of opinion. EDWARD J. MOSKAL
IRA SILVERMAN
New York, July 31, 1989
The wrilers are, respectively, presF
dent of the Polish American Congress
and executive vice president of the - .
American Jewish Commrme '

" A Terrible Silence Z" :

To the Editor:

John Drobnicki suggests in his let-
ter (July 28) that the Carmelite nuns
at Auschwitz, who have occupied a .~
former storehouse for the Zykion B.
gas used to' murder two million Jews; ¥,
be allowed to “do what religious peo-
ple are supposed to do: praytor??"u =
souls of the victims.” - . 7 ™1

lsmwhauheywemdoh;g'j_ .
seven American Jews were beals
and bloodied for 20 minutes on 4
convent porch by Auschwitz works
and local Poles? Perhaps the X
ing priest, police officers and score of i~
bystanders who declined to tntergenge‘s
were also absorbed in prayer. - &g\

What of Franciszek Cardinal
charski, the archbishop of Ci
and one of eight European cardinaly
who signed the Geneva agreemeng:#

the children of survivors of Ausdh 3
witz, while “religious people” hnltun "
silently. JOANN GOLDSTEIN :

FairLavm.N J., July 31,1988
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L'affaire du ocouvent des oarsblites & Ausobiitr a faiv 1'objet
d'une déclaration du cardinal Marchareksi, archevéque de Oracovis.
Inberrogé dopuis plusiewrs semsines sur la campagne menée sutour
du couvent des carcélites ddusshwitz,lecardinal Maoharski

lb\niﬁno gu‘'il avnﬂaepﬁri que os difficile probléme,souldvé.,vpas
169 miliewx Juifs en Occideat, pouvait Otre réscdu par la construstion
4 Ausedwitiy d'un "Oentre d'information, édvoation, rencontres

ot pri¢re”, un ceatre voulu comds un lieu de remoontre entre hommes
de dirférenves natliovde, religions dans le respect réoiproque,
dans la recherche de compréhencion, et d'accord, pour mettre

o2 garde et défendre )'humanité de le guerre, de 1z terreur ot

de toute viclence et haite qui y était niohés.

Lo retard dans 1r réalisation du centrs, dont 1'échéanco a été
impossidle 4 respocter, & provoqué de la part.de certaios milieux
Juife ococidentaux wne violente campapgne dacousations et diffamations
uns aggression offensive paé swilenent verbale et qui a ou

un revers & Auschwivs.

Ex manguant de respest aux religleuses, & leur digrité hunmsine
ot ohrétienne, o8 & trowvléd la paix & laguelle elles ont droit.
Les oenviotione chréviennes, leo symdoles de fol et de plété
n'ont pas 668 respeotéssce.

En o¢ qui ooncezme 1'intrusion & 1'intérieur du souvent st

ls tentative suivante 8¢ ¢'en approprier, une seule voix duvoquant

1a retamya 6td entendu par le cardinal Magharsky, celly des
organigations juives polonaises.

0o genre d'attitude ot oes motions, affirment 1'apchevique

de Oracovie, empbohent ls rénlisstion du centre qué j'mi entreprise.
L'atmosphére qui s'est créée fend impousible de ='ocoupar onsemdle
do lo senstruotion d'un ieu dansacré au respect réoiproque, sans
Tenoncur & Bes propies couvicticds religieuses et nabionales.

Oary souligne le oaddinal Macharsky, & 1a base d'une osuvde de paix,
41 dodt y avoir us désir do paix. "Je désire la paix ¢t Je me la
viole pas et ol o'est néoossaire, je rappelle & ma commupnauté qu'il
feut garder 1a dignité et lo contrdle en paroleset on wotions.

2% le cardinal Machersky déplore que oela n'aie pas rencontrd la
ovaprdhelnnion dep responsatles de certainss erganiervione juivee.
Notre poeition, poursuitwil, correspond & celle manifestée envers
166 Juify par is Osnoile Vetioan II, contirmbe par les déeisions

du st Bidge.
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Lo tardinal Macharski s'opposns & 1& construction du centre oh tlo

dtre
nsférées lew carndlites d'Avschwitez

VARBOVIE, 1Q aodt (AFP)Y - Le cardinal Franciezsk Macharsghki, orchevBque de
covie, a déclard joud! sen intention de ne pas poursuivre la construction
centre judéo-chrétien A Auaschwitz ot dolvent Btre transférées les
m&!!tuu polounaises vivant dans Je couvent jouxtant le camp de 12 mort, &
oncé 1 ‘Agence de presase PAP
Un, responsable de la curie de Cracovie qui & tenu & garder 1 anonymat a
laré qu‘il ne s agaisait pas de rompre le¢ dialogue &vec les Juifs mals qua,
& le elimat actuel, l'aménagement du centro judéo-chrétien ne pouvait Btre
reuivi,

"Nous (les cetholiques) demsurons ouverts au dialogue que nous
widérons comme indispensable", a ajouté ce responsabla en preécisant que
% Juifs avatent commie Une erreur on estimant qu’il était possible
1cctlarﬁr la solution au probléme par des protestationa".

Dane un communique diffuse par 1 ‘Agence de presse PAP, le cardinal a
oncé la "violente campagne d {nsinuations" et "len agressions offensantes"”
janisées,; selon lui, par des communautés juives contre 1 carmel et
.amment 1& vingtaine de religieuses qui s’y trouvent depuis 1%85.

Mgr Macharski indique ocuvertement qu'il lul est impossible de faire

figr le centra Jjuddo-chrétien dans log délals "irréels” prévus par les
;qrds de Benéve conclue entre dignitaires Juifs pt Chrétiens en tevrier 1987.
Le prﬁlat pe défend d'avpir de “mauvalides intantions" et repreche aux '
6 d'avolr présenté de fagon “erronée les aopirations” des Catheligques. Ji
lore ensuite que selle 1a communauts Julve de Feologne ait lancé un “appel o
raison” aprés lincursion de Juifs dans les jardins du Carmel.,

L’ intervantlon des Juife américeins

Le cardinal falgait sllusion & une opération d'un groupe de sept Jjuifs
sricains qui, le 14 juillet dernior, conduits par un rabbin de New York,
"ahigm Weie, s 'dteient introduits dgne les jardins du couvent et evaient

upd les lieun pendant plusieurs heures:, Ils #n avaiant eté expulséds par des
vriers occuptdie & la réfection du carmel.

"De tole actes gt do tels comportements o’opposent & lea poeuwrsuite de la
wtruction du coentre® judéo—-chrétien & Auschwitz, & affirmé le cardinal
8. avolr dénontéd les "pressions” exercées, welon lui, sous diverses formes
e des.communautés. jutvas, ... .,

“Dans cette atmosphére dq. revandlcations agreusivas. {1 est impossible do
"W 471 'aménagoment d'un lieu de respect mutuel {...) La paix ne poul 8tre
{fide que si 1'on y -aspire...'", ajoute 1 'archovbque de Cracovig qui regrette
8 “"des personnalitée reponsables pour certaines communsutés juives ne
aient pas compris". ..

Lo pére Stanislaw Musial, secrétaire de la commission de l ‘Episcopat
lonais chargée du dialogue avec les Juifs, avait affirmé que 1 ‘Eglise
tholique était vivement intéressée par la construction "le plus rapidemsnt
ss6ible" du centre judéo-chrétien. Il avait précisé que les.travaux

am@nagemegnt débuteraient au printemps prochain et pouvaient durer "jusgu’a

pit ans", pour reprendre les tarmes du supérieur provincal dec cermaes dechaux

. Ploghe, le pére Dominik Wider.
M/besbp
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POLISH CMURCH OFFICIAL BAYE NUNS WILL BTAY AT AUSCHWITZ

WAFSAW, Aug 11, Reuter - A Follish Roman Cetholic ghurch
of{icia) 8aid on Friday & group of nune would ramain until
further noticr in & convent et Lhe former Nazi death camp of
Auschwitz, deupite bitter proteats By Jeows,

Bronislaw Fidelun, ¢hanceilor of the Krekow curia which ig
responsiblo for {he Cermelite convent, epld the 17 nuns would
ctsy because plans heve been screpped Lo build a prayer and
informatien centre which would have housed thea.

“They have no plece to go. The sisters remain in the

vent," Fidelus to}d Reulers.
e ses;n Jews were bBessten 1ast month when they protested ot the
convent®s presence on the site wherg more than four million
people, mostly Jews, died in World War Two. Jews regard
Auschwitz as 2 unigue shrinr to the Holeraust,

“The waves 0f Jewish protests evoled deep anger among the
icrabitants of Oswiscim," Fidelus sald, referring to the
pouthern town which includes the desth camp. _

The: convent wee ®@stablished in 1984 te pray for victime of
Auschwitz. Tne church agreed In 1906 to move Lhe nuhe by last
February, but the deadiine pssged witheut a mnew homa for them.

Carginal Franciszek Mecharslj of Krakow sais on Thursday he
hat scrapped plans to build the informétion centre that would
have housed the auns because ¢f a "viclent campaign ©f
accusatione and slandora and outragecus aggreassion®,

American Rabbi Avi Keiwes, who led the Jewish delmgation
bpaten at Auschwitz, seig in Jerusales on Thursdey he would
organice naw demonstratiwns at the former death camp.

“Cardinal Metharski's statement is rppugnant and seeks LO
brask the dawish-Catholic stcord providing for the removal of
the convent at Auschwitz," Weiss beld.
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POLDOGNE~AUSCHK ] T 1 ~COWVENT i
LEES CARMOLIYIE RrSTERONT A AUBCHW]ITZ - RESFONSABLE CATHOL JOUE

VARBOVIE, 1! aput, Reuter = Le gchancelier de 18 curie de i
Cracovie, Bronfelaw Fidelus, & ennphcé vendredi gqu'yn groupe de :
Carmélites resteralt Jusqu'a npuvel prdre au couvent Gitul sur
1'empl acament de 1'ancien camp de concentration &' Auschwitz, en
depit des vives protestations élevées par la tommunadté Juive.

Fidelus, responsable du Carse), & declare gque les 17
religleuses resteraient sur place, en reisen de 1'ennuldtion du
projel de teontlruction d'un ceatre ¥e culte et g'informption gul
devait les accuwillicr, - '

“Elles n"ont pes d’endroit ob aller., Les soeurs restereon
dgans le couvent®, a-t-il affirmé. o

Bept Jvifes venus protester contre la présence du couvent
dans 1'enceinle du camp d’Auvschwits avaient été roués fle coups
le mely doernier, Les Juife considéregnt Austhwite comme un lisu
ou doft s'entretense la mémogire de |'Hplocauste,

Colére dvos hebitante

M oap scnp e dmcrrwbiab f wenmae g 3 B WiL FIDTLVUS par
allusion & ip ville méridionele dont fait partie le cemp
g’ Auschnitz.

Les Cermelitee s"Braient jnstalléce dane 16 couvenl en IVBA
aiin de prier pour les victimesd d’Ruschwitz. L'Lglise catholique
avait accepte en 1987 de déplacer les religieuses avant février
158%, maib le délail conveny s’est dcould sams qu'une nouvelle
régsidence oit pu lour gtre trouvee.

Le carcins) de Crecovie, Froncisgek Macharski, aveit
anhnoncd, jeudi avepir renoncé & construlre le tentre
¢’'Infbraation ok les Carnglites Gevaipnt etre relogées on raison
o’ung "vitlente Compagne #'accusdilons, de cgiffamstions et
d'agrewsipn scandal pusa™.

‘En.lsravl, le ministére des Affaires dtranglres oit
E"attendre, @ans un communiqué publié vendreci, & ce que Ir
couvvent seit transférg hors o' Austhwits malgre le¢ Sécision de
Macharalil de renoncer & la constructlion du ¢entre,
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Translation of article in Corriere della Sera, August 11, 1989
faxed by David Berlowitz of EUJS

Practically a break about the convent which the Jewish organizations
want to remove from the Lager

Ice returns between the Pope and the Jews

We will not leave Auschwitz, says Woityla's successor in Cracow

Inigi Accattoli mentions the statements both of the Cardinal and the WJC, and
mentions that Macharski's "heavy words" were certainly authorized by the Pope
and that no such level of confrontation ever happened during Wojtyla's eleven
years in that area. '

Alessio Altichiri points to the fact that the nuns are supported by the population
of Auschwitz, despite the fact that the Jewish organizations recall "the largest
number of Jewish victims" in that camp, "For all that Auschwitz, a cemetery for
the whole of humanity, is a battle ground: instead of silence, struggle".

In a longer article on pages 3 and 4, Altichieri gives the history of the entire
event. He quotes auxiliary bishop Kasimierz Gorny who says they cannot expel the
nuns to the street and believes this is a national issue because all Poles want

them to remain.

The synagogue now serves 200 Jews, while there were 60,000 before 1939. Czeslaw
Jakubowic feels that it is his duty to stay there and take care of the cemetery,

be lieves that the Pope knows the problem and should solve it, but is timorous, asks
the newspaperman "Are you Jewish? I have to live here..."

The convent's mother superior Maria Teresa, refuses to give an interview, they
are here to pray.

The journalist's last visit is to the site where the new convent should be built,
with the center for information etc. The land was bought only on July 11.

At nightfall, only the light of the convent remains lit, The nuns are praying.
But surely not Psalm 65, which the rabbis suggest, and which says that "only
silence is prayer". The silence in Auschwitz has been broken.
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By JOHN DANISZEWSKL flzsaciated Press Uriter /*f’ 8 ,’67
WARSAW, PFaland (AF) —-= The Raoman Catholic church on Thursday susperded an

agreement to move runs from a convent on the edge of Auschwitz, and blamed

Jewish groups for creating an "atmosphere of aggressive demarnds. "
The World Jewish Coangress, which coordinated a campaign to move the convent,
called Cardinal Franciszek Macharski's arnnournicement "a tragic blow" and urged

the Vatican to averturn it.
A signer of the 13987 accord between Jewish leaders and Catholic bishaps said

the statement was "abscolutely urnacceptable. "

Macharski, whose Krakow archdiccese includes the former concentration camp
and the convent in the scuthern city of Oswiecim, said conditions "make it
impossible" to carry cut the pact, which was sigried in Geneva.

Under the agreement, the nuns were to be moved to a prayer center to be built
several thousand yards away from the corncentraticon camp.

Although rnot stating specifically that the reloccation has been canceled, it
appeared fram Macharski’s statement, carried by state—run PAF rews agerncy, the
project is blocked indefinitely.

In Rome, Vaticar Radioc carried the statement without comment.

Recent protests by Jewish groups at the canvent, located sirice 1984 in a
restored theater abutting the camp's barbed-wire fernce, have destraoyed the
atmosphere reeded to create the rnew interfaith prayer center, Macharski said.

"At the foundation of an act of peace, there must be the wish for peace, " he

said.

Jewish groups say the convent and its religious symbeols, including a 23-fcot
woaden cross, at the Auschwitz-Birkenau complex are offensive. An estimated 2.5
million Jews were killed at the camp during Adalf Hitler’s drive to armihilate
Jews in Europe. '

Macharski’s statements "constitute a tragic blow te all of us in the Jewish
and Catholic world who have worked sc long to foster mutual understanding and
respect, " the World Jewish Congress said in a statement in Washirngton.

"Silence by the Vatican on this occasion would repeat a historical tragedy,"
Eggsftftement said, referring to the Vatican's alleged failure to prevent the
World War II genocide of European Jews.

It is "an absolutely unacceptable act to break an agreement that he
(Macharski) has failed to respect already as of February," said Dr. Ludwig
Ehrlig, Eurcopean director of B'nai Brith, who signed the 1987 agreement.

A nun who answered the convent'’s telephone Thursday said the community knew
rnothing of Macharski's statement and the sisters were not authorized to comment.

Polish public opinion has been mainly against moving the cloister. Poles; whao
are overwhelmingly Roman Catholic, argue that tens of thousands of Catholics,
including priests and nuns, were put to death at the campy, and that the nuns
should be allowed to pray for them. )

Demonstratiorns cutside the convent by visiting Jews internsified this year
after the church missed a promised February deadline for moving the nuns.

On July 14, seven American Jewish men climbed a fence and cccupied the
convent grounds for several hours before being forcibly evicted by Polish

.cgngztgction workers. _ _ _ B
. L he unrealistic date of constructing the center caused on

“ in keeping t X .
the 2?32Y2f some Sessern Jewish communities a violent cgmpa:gn of accusations
and slanders, " Macharski said. e . o,
~ “The human and Christian dignity of the nuns was not respected. The peace to
which they &dre entitled was disturbed, " the statement said.

"Such- attitudes and actions make it impossible for me to continue further
realization of the construction of the center. In this atmosphere of aggressive
demards... It is not possible to together care for the construction of a place of
mutual respect without abandoning one's religious and national beliefs."

Work had never begun on the rew center, although church officials said they

were buying land for it.




:.beaten at Auschwitz,

AM—=POLAND-NUNS 1STLD (WRITETHROUGH)
~ POLISH CHURCH OFFICIAL SQYSENUNS WILL STRAY AT AUSCHWITZ
. (Eds: Updates with :ardinal‘urgihg nuns be moved, U.S. Jewish
i reaction, possible boycott.) ’
iy, WARSAW, Pocland, Reuter - A Folish Roman Catholxc church
- official said Friday that nuns would stay until further notice
in a convent at the former Nazi death camp of RAuschwitz.

U.S. -based Jewish groups have condemned the Polish church
.rstance, and the World Jewish Congress said in New York Friday
‘that it would consider a Jewish baycott of travel to Poland.

. A senior French cardinal also urged the church not to let a
bitter Jewish-Catholic dispute over the issue prevent it from
12honor1ng a February 1987 agreement to move the 17 Carmelite

I}_,'_'j-‘ '_..-__ '. % ) o
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i nuns.
Cardinal Rlbert Decourtray of Lyon, who helped draw up that

i-agreement, said through the Vatican: "We need mutual respect

:-so as not to damage the memory of Auschwitz."
Bronislaw Fidelus, chancellor of the Krakow curia which is

responsible for the convent, said earlier that the nuns "have
no place to go. The sisters remaip in the convent._

E— Cardinal Franciszek Macharski of Krakow said Thursday he had

5crapped plans for a new prayer and information center which
_ “would have housed the nuns because of a "violent campaign of
accusat:ons and slanders and cutrageous aggression.”

- U.8.-based . Jewish groups have deplored Macharski's
statement and called for Vatican intervention. Abraham Foxman,
national director of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
"B'rith, said he was delighted by Decourtray's statement.

The WIC said it would consider at its October board meeting
"a request by several arganizations, including the Federation of
Polish Jews of the United States, to call for Jews to boycott

Polard.

"It is ironic that FPoland may suffer because the Vatican
has willfully brokern a signed agreement, " said a WJC
spokesman.

Seven Jews were beaten last month when they protested the
‘convent’s presence on the site where more than four million
people, mostly Jews, died in World War II.

y “"The waves of Jewish protests evoked deep anger among the
“inhabitants of Oswiecim,"” Fidelus said, referring to the
southern town that includes the death camp.
Zw: The convent was established in 1984 to pray for viectims of
Ruschthz. Decourtray was among Catheolic and Jewish

- — i

representatives who agreed in Geneva that it would move by

-February i988 :
i He said: "We will continue to do everything to ensure that‘

: aialogue begun in Geneva will continue."
uh% Vatican officidls refused all comment despite demands by

:;Jewxsh groups that. .the Holy See publicly intervene. ;
22 American Rabbi Avi Weiss, who led the Jewish delegation .
said in Jerusalem Thursday that he would

,surganize new demonstrations at the former death camn.
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‘-7§f:“”Cardina1 Macharski's statement is repugnant and, seeks to
break the Jewish-Catholic accord...," Weiss said.
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(AF? =—~ Israel’s Foreign Ministry today expressed nope that a Romar

JERUSALEM
of the Auschwitz concentratior

Cathaolic convent will be removed from the grounds
camp in Poland decpite coppasiticon by FPolish church leaders.

Cardinal Frarciszek Macharski of Hrakow, Foland, said Thursday conditions dic
not exist for carrying out a 1987 agreement betweern the church and Jewish
organizations to relocate the Carmelite convent away from the camp.

Macharski blamed the delay on protests by Jewish groups which intensified
this year after tne rebruary deadline for moving the convent passed. He accused
the Jewish groups of "creating an atmosphere of aggressive demands.”

Last month, Rabki Hvraham Weiss of Riverdale, N.Y., and six of his students
protested in front of the convent, and were beaten and dragged from the site by
construction workers at the convent.

Weiss said Thuruday that mMacharski’s claim was “"despicable" and arti-—-Semitic.
He said if the nuns were Aot aoved, he would lead protest groups to Foland ang

urge Jews not to travel there.

An estimated 2.5 million Jews were among the 4 millicon
killed at Auschwitz in World War I1.

The internaticrnal Jewish community considers Christian symbals on the
perimeter of the camp a desecration of the memory of their slain brethren.
convent is in a former Nazi warehouse whose lawn used to be a gravel pit where
prisoners were executed. Today, a 23-foot coraoss stands at the site.

. The Israeli Foreign Ministry said it learmned of Macharski's statement cnly ir
mews reports and was =till awaiting a report from the head of Israel’s interest
coffice in Warsaw, BMordechail Faltzur.

"Although it is true that the Foreign Ministry is rnot part of the February
1987 agreement ... it supports the implementaticrn of this agreement and we have
no reason to believe that the sipnatories would riot respect it, " the ministry

said.
It said Palzur met three weeks ago with the Folish officials and was

that the Folish goverrment plarmed to intervere to implement the agreement.
Israel’s minister of religicous affairs, Zevullun Hammer, is to visit Poland
soon and will discuss the issue with his Polish counterpart and Machaw-t.~ S
the Ministry of Relipgicus Affairs' director, Zevullurn Or-Lev.
“We will explain morally that the Auschwitz death camp is first and foremost
a Jewish site," Or-Lev said. _ .

pexple the Nazis

The

promised



AUSCHWITZ CONVENT STAYING PUT
AS JEWS ERUFT WIiTH ANGER
By Allisan HKaplan

NEW YORK, Aug. 10 (JTA) —-— The long-promised removal of the
Carmelite curnveri from Auschwitz has been indefinitely postpaorned
by a Falish Catholie cardinal, a move that Jewish leaders say
will severely stra:in Cathaolic-Jewish relaticrns.

Cardinal Frarnciszek Macharski, the archbishop of Krakow,
armcunced on Vatican radica Tuesday that the building of a
praoposed interreligious information center was now " an-
impossibility.??

The center was to have been built off the site of the former
death camp, and waz= to have housed the convent as well.

Macharski attributed his decision to " 'a viclent campaign of
accusations and defamation, and caffensive -- nat anly verbal —-—
aggression, which echoed up ta Auschwitz.?'?

The campaigr, Placharski said, was the work of " ‘certain
Western Jewish circles.?

Jewish carganizations have reacted with ocutrage,
Macharski's rullification of the agreement to move the convent,
but at the wording of his statement.

Numercous Jewish..crganizations_have publicly protested for
the convent's removal, and demornstrations have beern mounted at
the convent itself.

Last month, seven New York Jewish activists climbed over the
fernce surrounding the convent, and asked to speald with the runs.
They were beatern armd dragged off the grounds.

This demaonstiration reportedly ircensed Macharski. Scurces in
Euraope say that Macharski called the demonstration '‘vioclent and
intolerable'’ in a mestirg with local priests.

Rabbi Avraham Heiss, who led the demonstration at.Ruschwitz,
called for Jewish ieaders to ''freeze dialogue’’ with the Vatican
urntil the convent is moved.

Weiss, who released his statemert from Israel where he is
visiting, alsc said the Palish goverrment should bear
responsibility for the canvent, and suggested a travel boycott of
Faland by Israel ard world Jewish crganizations if the situation
does not charge. .

Rabbi Marc Tarnernbaum, who has beern deeply invaolved with the
convent issue, is taking a more cornciliatory appraach.

He said that Polish leaders had told him in the past few
weeks that Macharski’s commitment to built the convent and the
center by 1990 ®‘was firm.'? i

But, Tarnerbaum said, the recent demonstrations have caused a
backlash in Poland and ' ‘'touched off a furiocus reaction among
Palish Cathelics vho now suppori, even insist, that the Carmelite
canvent not. be - -moved.'?

Tarneribaum said that he was told by Macharski's personal
secretary, Stanislav PMusial, that the statement '‘does not
represent a rupture between the Falish Cathalic church arnd the
Jewish pecple.’?

Tanenbaum described it as '‘a temporary interruption,
ot a break in the relationship.??

.. .....He said that Macharski wants to make the pcint that it’'s
impossible to make plans to move forward as long as the '‘attacks

on the convent nuns'?! continue.

not only at

but
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. Kalman Sultanilk, vice president of the World Jewish
Congress, said '‘Cardinal Macharski's remarks are brgtal and _
viclent and constitute a tragic blow to those of us in the Jewish
and Catholic world who have worked for so long to faster mutual
understanding and irespect.?’ ‘ ‘
Abraham Foxman, national director of the Arit i-Defamat ion
L.eague of B'nai B'rith, characterized Macharski's language as

‘*hateful exaggerated rhetoric that is not the language 9f lave
and compassion that one would expect to hear from a cardinal.?'?

Macharski ic wne of fouwr Cathoalic prelates who negotiated
the agreement with a Jewich delegation in Gerneva, first in July
1986 and thern in 19237. The representatives agreed on the
convent? s remaval by Feb. 22 of this year and the building of the
new convent and interreligiocus center.

In his Thursday statement, Macharski said he was suspending
action orn building the center ' 'because of lack of respect for
the nuns and for thesr human and Christian dignity, the peace to
which they are entitled was disturbed. Christian canventions, the
symbals of faith and of piety, were not respected.’'?

He added that ralish Jews were the only oanes whao had
pratested against Lhe demornstratore ' 'intrusion into the convent
and successive attempts to take it cver.?? '

Macharski cancluded that in an atmosphere of ' 'aggression
and disquiet,’’ Jews and Cathaolic could not cocperate toward
**the building of o place dedicated to reciprocal respect.??

The archbishon® - cstatement came at & time when there were
indications from ather church leaders and Folish officials that
action an the movement of the convent caould be forthcoming.

Israeli officials said last week that the Molish deputy
foreign minicter had indicated to Israelis that his goverrment
would interverne ir the matter.

Earlier this month, one of the Catholic representatives wha
sigrned the agreement alorng with Macharski alsc said that progress
would be forthcoming.

Albert Deccourtray, the French cardirnal of Lycn, salemnly
promised that the canvent will be removed '‘at its earliest,'?
and blamed the delays an ' 'local bureaucracy'? in Poland.

But officials from the Simon Wiesenthal Center, who met with
Vatican officials last month, said they were " '‘rnot surprised'' by .

the arnnouncement.
Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean of the center, said that while the

Cathaliec Church was silent during the Holocaust, "“they now seek
to claim exclusivity aover the urmarked graves of their loved
anes. ! :

There has also been strong reactions among Eurcopean Jewry.
. In Paris, CRIF President Jean Kahn lashed cut at Macharski’'s
decision, saying it is a flagrant breach of a negotiated
agreement and hinting that anti-Semitism is still rife in Poland.

Rabbi A. James Rudin, director of interreligicus affairs for
the American Jewish Committee, said ''1I sincerely hope that this y
is not going to be the last word from Catholic authorities.? i

Rudin is alsoc present chairman of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligiocus Consultations, a group that deals
primarily with relations with Catholics. .

Rudin called Macharski's reference to °‘Western Jewish
circles’' a '‘a very ominous kind of statement. !
: He said that riacharski's comments " ‘reflect the gygraowing
seriousness throuphout the world of the state of Cathalic-Jewish
relations.*? '

The Eurapean urnon of Jewish Students aleo exprecsed cutrage

at Macharski’s coamments,

\




In their statement, the EUJS noted that Macharski's remarks,
caming at a time wvhern there iz conmtroversy over comments by the
pupe on the Jews, was particularly upsetting.

Sermons by Fape Jzhn FPawl II aver the past two weeks seem ta
imply that the Chrictian covenant with God superseded the Jewish
covenant with God, and that the Christian covenant was forged

because of '‘Israel’s infidelity.??
This conflicte with previous statements by the pope that

God's covenarnt with the Jews was ' 'never revoked.'?
The EUJS said in their statements that the combination of
the pope's remarhks and bMacharski’®s arnrncuricement " ‘seems to imply

that the Cathalic church believes that the Shoah was retributicon

for the Jews® infidelity.?!?
(JTA Paris bureauw chief Edwin Eytan contributed to this

report.)
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By JOHN DANISZEWSK! M=ssociated Fress Writer

WRARSAW, Fcolara () == The Roman Cathaolic church on Thursday suszpended an
agreement to move nans Teom a convent on the edge of Auschwitz, and blamed
Jewish groups for crcating an "atmosphere of aggressive demands.

The World Jewich Congress, which coordinated a campaign to move the convent,
called Cardiral Franciszek bMacharski!s announcement “"a tragic blow" and wurged
the Vatican to averturn 1t.

A signer of the 1987 accord between Jewish

the statemert was "absclutely uriacceptable.
Macharski, whose HKrakow archdicocese includes the former concerntraticn camp

and the convent in the southern city of Oswiecim, said conditicons "make it
impossible" to carry out the pact, which was sigred in Gerneva.

Urnder the agreement, the rurcs were to be moved to a prayer cente
several thousand vards away fram the concentration camp.

Although not stating specifically that the relacation has beern carnceled, it
appeared from Macharski’s statement, carried by state-run FAF news agency, the
praject is blacked i1ndefinitely.

In Rome, VYatican Radioc carried the statement without comment.

Recent protests Ly Jewish groups at the convent, located since 1984 in a
restored theater abutting the camp’s barbed-wire ferice, have destroyed the
atmosphere rieeded to create the rnew interfaith prayer center, Macharski said.

"At the fuundaticn of an act of peace, there must be the wish for peace, " he

leaders and Catholic bishops said

r to be buill

said.

Jewish groupe cay Lhe convent and 1ts religicus symbols, including a &3-Foot
wooden cross, at bthe fAuschwitz—Birkenau complex are offensive. fin estimated 2.9
million Jews were killed at the camp during Rdalf Hitler’e drive to armihilate
Jews in Eurape.

Macharski’s statements "constitute a tragic blow to all of us in the Jewish
arnd Catholic world wno have worked so long to foster mutual understanding and
respect, " the Worid Jewich Congress said in a statement in Washirngton.

"Silernce by the Vatican on this occasion would repeat a historical tragedy,’”
the statement said, referring to the Vatican's alleged failure to prevent the

World War II gernccide of Eurcpean Jews.

It is "an absciutely uracceptable act to break an agreemert that he
(Macharski) has failed tco respect already as of February," said Dr. Ludwig
Ehrlig, Eurcopearn director of E'nai Brith, who sigred the 1387 apreement.

A nun who answered the convent’s telephorne Thursday said the community knew
rnothing of Macharski's statemerit and the sisters were rot authorized to comment.

Folish public apinion has been mainly against moving the cleister. Pales, wha
are averw!elmanlv Romari Cathaolic, argue that terns of thausands of Cathalice,
including priests and rnuns, were put to death at the camp, and that the runs
shouwld be allawed to pray for them.

Demonstraticons cutside the convent by visiting Jews intensified this year
after the church missed a promised February deadlirne for moving the nuns.

On July 14, seven Rmerican Jewish men climbed a fernce and cecuplied the
corivent grournds for several hours before beirng forcibly evicted by Polish

constructzon vorkers..
' "Delays in keep:ng the urrealistic date of constructlng the center caused on
the side of some Western Jewish communities a vialent campaign of accusations

and slanders, " Macharski said. R — e
"The human and Christian agignity of the nuns was nut respected. The peace to

which they are enlilled wa:s disturbed,"” the statement said.

"Such attitudes znd actiorne make it impossible for me to continue further
realization of the construction of the center. In this atmosphere of aggressive
demands... It is rot possible to together care for the construction of a place of
mutual respect wilhaout abandoring one’s religious and mational beliefs.”

Work had never beguri on the riew center, although church officials said they

were buying land Foir it.
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Washington Post Foreign Service

WARSAW, Aug. 10—Poland’s Roman Cath-
olic Church announced today that it will not hon-
or a 1987 agreement to move a group of Carme-
lite nuns from Auschwitz to a new interfaith
prayer center that was to have been built about
‘600 yards outside the former Nazi death camp's
ence,

Cardinal Franuszek Macharski of Krakow at-
tributed his decision to “a violent campaign of
accusations and slanders” by “some Western
Jewish groups,” which he said “made it impo_ssi-- 3
ble for me to continue to construct the center.”

The World Jewish Congress, which coordinat-;

decision a “tragic blow to those of us in the Jew-'}'

grounds, but Polish workmen attacked and
evicted them,

After the Weiss protest, and a peaceful march
July 23 by about 90 members of the European
Union of Jewish Students, the Krakow episco-
pate reaffirmed its intention of starting construc-
tion on the interfaith center, which was to in-
clude a new Carmelite convent along with exhi-
bition halls, conference rooms, a library and a
hostel for pilgrims.

But today, Macharski declared that *in thls
atmosphere of aggressive demands and unrest

inflicted upon us, it is not possible to care togeth- .

- er for the construction of a place of mutual re--

ed an effort to shift the convent; called today’s -, spect.” He called the timetable agreed to in 1987 | - cardinal’s invecuve agamst the Jew:sh commu-
. ‘unrealistic,” but his statement gave no hint of :; nity.” :

In New York, Harvey Feldman, duector of the

&
g
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J

l.‘

Moongr 2y

office for international raltions of the American

Jewish Committee, called the cardinal’s state-
ment “very unfortunate,” He said the cardinal
should not analyze the situation in terms of “vi-
olent fringe groups,” whether Polish or Jewish,
but should work to resolve the conflict in ways
that “do not violate the memory of the millions of
Jews and Poles who died at Auschwitz.”

Also in New York, Abraham Foxman, director
of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Brith,
whose parents perished in Auschwitz, said he
- was “saddened and disappointed® by the Polish

* ish and Catholic. world who have worked so long . ; *i'any" new achedule for’ wrying out memgme-i"é"' The Camehte nuns. came to Auschwitz in

to foster mutual understanding and raspect.

- On Feb, 22, 1987, the congress and the Pohsh $o> [In Rome. Vatican' ‘Radio” carrl
ent: to move,:the 14 J ‘nouncement without comment, the Aasociated

1to‘new=.,x Preaqmported.] {"‘,f,».-n

4 Chun:h. s:gned an'agn;e.m
- nuns of ithe Discalced’ Carmelite'o

' quarters by Feb. 22 of this year, When the dead-" 117+ Jewish groups m ob, A
“ence at Auschwitz on the grounds that the ma-+-

. line passed without ground being broken, several

" ﬂ o;mnt_
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i"" .‘n.'bl

rt‘l ‘ ﬂc*{ﬂ‘

1984, taking over a former theater in Which the

' Nazis had stored the Zyclon-B gas they used to .
::_du!l their prisoners, The arder restored the half-; -

Yruined building ioryse as a'convent, in violation’

.of 2 1972 dec!mdogby-lhe United Nations Ede
ucational, " Scientific “and’ Cultural ‘Organization

#i

groups of demanstrators went to Auschwitz to* ' jority of the 2.5 million prisoners who died there (UNESCO) that listed Auschwitz and the adjoin-

protest. One group of seyen Americans, led by :

Rabbl Avraham,Weiss of
CRE T

.'I',l' ‘,'i

‘during World War Il were Jews, and that the site

ﬁeﬂ York, smled the: &- should be mpeued as aumquely]ewlsh memo-
s_,s.rfn { :

. 4',‘”’; #"

LI i ,,&;{',ﬁf{', ‘*"‘w ‘3 ““1

g

. ing Birkenau death camp as “world cultural her-
ltagemm thatshouldbe kept unchanged.
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| Chﬁrch Cancels Mbvé
Of Auschwitz Convent

By A. D. Horne
Wuwhington Post Service

WARSAW — The Romaen Cath-
olic Church announced Thunda;
that It would not honor .fgas;
agreement L0 Move & group o .
melite nuns from the Auschwiuz
eoncentralon ¢ 10 an inter-
faith prayer center that was to have
been built about 548 meters outside
the fence of the camp.

Cardinal Franciszek Macharski
of Krakow said thal he made the
decision becauie of "8 violent came

aign of accusations and slander”
Exuwme Western Jewish groups,
ich he sald “made it impossible
for me 1o continue 10 construct the
center."”

Under the agreement signed by
the Pollsh church and the World
Jewish Congress, the 14 nuns were
to be moved 10 new quariers by
Feb. 22, 1989,

When the deadline passed with-
,outl ground being broken, several
groups weni to Auschwitz to pro-

test. Seven Americans Jews scaled ch

tha fence of the convent on Jueii 14
to hold & vigil, but were evicled by
Polizsh workmen.

Alter the protest and a July 23
march by members of the Burope-
an Unlon of Jewith Studeats, the
Krakow episcopate reaflirmed its
intention to bulld the interfaith
cenler. .

But Cardinal Macharski said
Thursday that “in this stmosphere
of aggreasive demands and unrest
inflicted upon us, it is nol poslble

10 ca;;. 10 alha& for th:1 cm
tion of 3 piace of mutu ¥
Hesaid I.hl:t the timetable agreed to
in 1987 was uprealistio,
. In Washington, the World Jew-
ith Congress denounced the oardi-
nal's slalement as "brulal and vio-
lent." The group seid that Cazdinal
Macharski's remarks were “'a tragic
blow Lo those of us in the Je
and Catholic world who have
worked 30 long (o foster mutual
understanding and respect.”
Jewish murs have objecied 1o
the presance of the nuny at Ausch.
witz on the grounds that about 50
perceat of lﬂ prisoners who dled
2t the camp during World War II
were Jews. ;
The nuns came o Auschwile in
1984 and the Carmellle order re-
slored the building in viclstioa of 8
1972 declaration by the Unlted Na»
tions Educational, Scientilic and
Cultural Organizgtion that Usted
Auschwitz s a world cultural hari.
tage site that should be kept un-
anged.

8 Vatican Reports Remurks

The Vatican radio carrled Cardi. -

nal Macharski's statement, Unlied
Press International reported [rom
Rome. .

Vatican observers said that the
inclusion m;;fmuhﬂin l.h:b(z

o & well a3
disiribution w0 reporters by the
Vatican press office, suggested that
Pope John Paul 11 approved Cardi-
nal Macharski's position.
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Polish Prelate Assails Protests |,
By Jews at Auschwitz Convent_

5

WARSAW, Aug. 10 — Expressing bit-
terness over recent Jewish protests,
the Cardinal who oversees the diocese
that includes the site of the Auschwitz
death camp announced today that he
was abandoning plans to construct a
center for Christian-Jewish dialogue
near the site.

The prelate, Franciszek Cardinal
Macharski, said his decision was made
in reaction to recent demonstrations by
Jewish groups against the continuing
presence of a convent on the site de-
spite an agreement to remaove it.

““Such attitudes and actions make it
impossible for me to continue to con-
struct the center,” Cardinal Machar-
ski, the Archblshop of Cracow, saidina
statement published by the official Pol-
ish press agency.

The convent of contemplative
Carmelite nuns was establshed in 1984
in a former theater building on the
edge of the camp site as a place of
prayer for the victims of the camp. The
church pledged in 1987 to remove the
nuns by February 1989, but construc-
tion of the new center never began. The
Cardinal did not say explicitly today
whether the nuns might be removed
even if the center was not built.

Recent Protests by Jews

Jews have objected to the presence
of a Christian institution on a site that
the{ consider sacred to the memory of
millions of slain Jews. The dispute was
rekindled lately by demonsu'auons by
Jewish groups. .

Last month, in ‘the I.h!rd such demm-
stration, about 100 Jewish . students
from throughout Europe .marched to
the site of the convent, bearing signs
that read, “Carrnelites. leave Ausch-

mi!

Earuer several prowsung Amer-
ican Jews who had climbed over the
fence surrounding the convent were
doused with water and beaten by Pol-

‘| ishworkers. - -

In his statement today. Cardinal Ma-
charski called the timetable for re-
moval of the convent ““unrealistic’ and
said delays in keeping to it “made
some Western Jewish centers stage a
violent campaign of accusations and
_slander, outrageous aggression."""

““The nuns, their human and Chris-
: tian dignity, were not " the
! statement said “The peace to which

\t Kolny JOHN TAGLIABUE

Special to The New York Times _
they are entitled was dzsturbed. Thae :
Christian faith, as well as symbols and |

piety, were not respected. Our desires

and plans were presented and inter- |*

preted in a one-sided way, and bad in- |
tentions were said to underlie them.”.

The statement by the Cardinal ap-{:

peared to contradict assurances given

by the Polish Government last month,

after the students’ demonstration, that

work on the center would commenne
next year.

early A
“Iremind my community of the need i

to maintain dignity and self-control in
word and action,” he added. “I regret
that this was not understood by persons
holding responsible functions in some
Jewish organizations."”

‘Repugnant,” Bronx Rabbl Says
In New York, Rabbi Avraham Weiss,
a Bronx rabbi who led the’protest last
month onto the grounds of the convent,
called Cardinal Macharski's statement

“repugnant” and saill it could lead toa | :
“tragic rupture” in Catholic-Jewtsh :

dialogue,

“The Cardinal has, in almost classi- :
cal anti-Semitic terms, chosen to pnr- g

tray Jewish victims as aggressors,”
Rabbi Weiss said in a statement. "“'It
was not we who beat Polish Catholics:
It was Catholic Polish workers of the

convent who assaulted us, as the nu.ns :

and a prier.l Iunked on in silence.”. .7 \.J .
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AFr 08/10 12327 Auschwitz Nuns
Ccapyright, 1983. The Asscciated Fress. Rll rights reserved.

WARSAW, Foland (AF) —-— The Roman Catholic Church said today it has suspernde
plans ta move nuns fraom a convent on the edge of Auschwitz, and it blamed a
"viclent campaigri" beirng waged by scme Jewish groups pressing for' the move.

In a statement carried by the official PAF riews agerncy, Cardinal Frarnciszek
Macharski of Krakow said cornditions do nat exist for carrying cut a 1987
agreement to relocate the rnurns to an intermnational prayer center, which has ye

to be built.
While not stating specifically that the relacaticn has been permanently

carnceled, Macharski's statement made it appear the project is blocked for an

indefinite period.
The Warld Jewish Caorngress, which has led efforts to bring about the rnuns?

removal, called Machareki’s comments "brutal arnd violent."
Macharski blamed a series of protests by Jewish groups at

Barefocot Carmelite runs. Demonstrations cutside the convent,

[2EH[JFress (CR) for more !

[HCJExecutive News Svec.

the convent of
constructed in a

former theater just outside camp wall, intensified this year after a February

deadline for moving the nuns passed. -

In ornne highly publicized incident July 14, seven American
convent were evicted by workmern on the site.

Macharski said the February deadline set for moving the riurns was
"urrealistic" to begin witih. He said delays in the moave "caused on the side of
some Westerrn Jewish commurnities a violent campaiogn of accusaticons and slarnders.

"Such attitudes ard acticns impede further realizatiorn of the carnstruction o
the center. In this atmosphere of aggressive demarnds ... there is ro way of

caring together for the construction of a site of mutual respect.”
"At the foundation of an act of peace, there must be the wish for the peace,

he said.

The World Jewish Congress said in Washirngton that Macharski’s remarks
"constitute a tragic blow to those of us in the Jewish and Catholic world who
have worked so lorng to foster mutual understanding and respect.®

Work still has rnot begurn orn the internaticonal prayer center,
officials said they were in the process of buying larnd for it.

Jewish groups have said the convent and the placement of religious pymbals a

[g2H[JPress {(CR)> for more !
[HLJExecutive News Svc.

Jewe protesting tr

although church

Auschwitz, including a &3-foct-high cross, is deeply coffernsive to them. An
estimated 2.5 million Jews were killed at the camp during Hitler's drive to
armihilate Jews. :

Poles, who are overwhelmingly Roman Cathaclic, argue that tens of thousarnds o
Folish Catholiecs including runs and priests, died at the camp and that the nuns

should be allowed to pray for them at the convent. .
Local residents have copposed maving the riuns.
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AM-—-FOLAND—-NUNS
FOLISH CHURCH GiFFICIAL SAYS NUNS WILL STRY AT AUSCHWITZ

WARSAW, Foiand, Reuter ~ A Folish Roman Catholiec church
afficial said Friday that a group of nuns would remain until
further notice in & conveni at the former Nazi death camp of
Auschwitz, despiie bitter praotests by Jews.

Bronislaw Fidelug, chancellor of the Kralkow curia that is
respansible for ihe Carmelite convent, said the 17 nuns would
stay becauce . planue have been scrapped to build a prayer and
information center which waould have housed them.

"They have nx place to go. The sisters remain in the
convent," Fidelus tocld Reuters.

Seven American Jews were beaten last month when they
gathered to protest the convent's presence on the site where
more thanm four millicrn pecple, mostly Jews, died in World War
I1. Jews regard Auschwitz as a unique shrine to the Holocaust.

"The wavez of Jewish protests evaoked deep anger among the
inhabitants of bswiecim,” Fidelus said, referring to the
scauthern town that includes the death camp.

The convert was established in 1984 to pray for victims of

- ————y s wm s

e —

Auschwitz. Tihe chuwrch agreed in 1986 to move the riuns by last
February, but the Jdeadline passed without a new hame for them.

Cardinal Frarnciszek Macharski of Krakow eald Thursday that
he had scrapped plans Lo build the infarmaticr center that
would have housed the nuns because of a "violent campaign of
accusations and slanders and cutragecus aggressiorn.

Rabbi Avi Weics, the Riverdale, N.Y., religicus leader whao
headed the Jewish delegatiaon' protesting at Auschwitz, said in
Jerusalem Thursday that he waould organize new demonstrations at
the former death camp.

"Cardinal Macharski’s statement is repugriant ard seeks to
break the Jewiuhi—Cathaolic acccord providing for the removal of
the convent at Auschwitz," Weiss said. '

REUTER
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EUROPEAN UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS
UNION SUROPEENNE DES ETUDIANTS JUIFS
EURQPAISCHE UNION JUDISCHER STUDENTEN
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Press release

The EUROPEAN UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS and the BELGIAN UNION OF
JEWISH STUDENTS express their outrage at the announcement of the
unilateral breaking of the Geneva Accords by Cardinal Macharski,
saying that the Judeo-Christian centre in Auschwitz will not be
built and that the nuns will.not move. The statement of Pope John
Paul II about the supposed 'infidelities of the Jews represents
an equal outrage.

It appears that the Catholic Church is very good at making high
sounding proclamations about Catholic-Jewish relations, but when.
it comes to the reality of the situation, the many years of offical
Catholic anti-semitism still control the actions of the Catholic
hierarchy.

The timing of the statement of Macharski on this the 9th Av, a
day when Jews throughout the world mourn the destruction of the
Temple, can only increase the insult to all Jews.

The combination of these two statements seems to imply that the
Catholic Church believes that the Shoah was retribution for the
Jews 'infidelity'.

The EUROPEAN UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS and the BELGIAN UNION OF
JEWISH STUDENTS totally condemn these statements and demand that
the Pope retracts his speech and moves with all speed to remove
the nuns and their cross from the graves of two and a half million
Jews, in accordance with the agreements reached between his rep-
resentatives and European Jewish leaders.

We call upon all those who believe in Democracy and Pluralism to
stand up and make known their disapproval of the Church and form

a united front against this return to medieval attitudes of the
Church.

EUROPEAN UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS

BELGIAN UNION OF JEWISE STUDENTS

Brussels, 10 August 1989. 9 Av 5749 (js)

piom s DAVIO BERLOWITZ  —  Breadwies . PHILIPPE KARN
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Translation of fax from Radie Varicana .
. Awu-t 10, 1989. -

{ Statement by Card. Franciszek Macharski, Archbishop of Cracow, en the
' polemic concening the Ca_rml:l.u convent in Avschwitz (August 8, 1989)

For a few weeks I have been questiomed by various parts en my positioa
on the confrentation of the large-scale campaign which has arisen with regard
ta the ¢oavent of cthe Barefoot Carmelires im Auschwitz. '

I had hoped that this difficult problem, razised by Jewish circles in the
West, would he solved with the building in Auschwitz of a “Center for information,
aducation, me::l.n;i and prayer', in so far as such a centex would be a place of
encounter between people of various nationalities 'and religions im reeciprocal
respect, in the search for underscanding and agreement, to prevent.and defend
hmity from war, from terror and from any violence or h#:zed which used to
ba frequent. .

_ The delay in creating the Center, chgﬂfﬁﬁdof vhich it became impossible

| %o fulfill, has proveked oa the part of carrain Wesrem Jewish eiveles 2 violanr
°  campaign of sccusaticns and defamation, an offensive - not omly verbal -

. aggression which achoed up co Auschwitz,

: . Bacause of lack of tespect ’nfho nuns and for their human and@ briscian dig-
! nity, the peace to which they are enticled was distrubed. Christian conventions,
the symbols of falth and of pilecy, were oot respected. Our wishes and our
aizms were represented and interpreted in a unilateral way and judged in bad fairh.

as far as the incrusien into the convent and Succeuiveh?:tanpts at caking
it over are concemmed, I heard cne sole voice whi Pl == , and

it was the volece of the Jewish organizations in Poland.

This kind of actitude sud of actiens make che the realization of the Cencer,
as I had undortaken, an impessibility. In the atmosphere of aggression acd
disquiec sown among us, there is no way for undertaking together che building of
a place dedicated to reciprocal respecc, withoutr remunciating one's own relgious
and mational convierions. Because at the root of a work of peace there must be
a desire for peace. I desire peace snd do mer violate it, and 1if necessary I
remind my commynity that ic is required o waintain dignity and self-contrel in
words and sctions. I deplore the facc thar this did not find understanding among
chose responsible for certain Jewish orgamizarioms.

Qur paq:l:fon corresponds to the arritude towards the Jews which the Church
undercock at Vacican Council II, and vhich was confirmed by successive decisioms
of the Holy See. This concerns both past issues and all anti-Semitic nanifestations

‘whieh the Chureh - guided by evangelical love - deplores. As we gpproach the
anniverssry of the start of World War Twe, with increasiag ardor ve pray for
‘paace to God, who is the giver of it. Aand we turn to all men, so that they may
‘search for pachs of peace in the common - and so very large - effort for dialegue.

"
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Polish Prelate Assails Protests
By Jewsat Auschwitz Convent

.

WARSAW, Aug. 10 — Expressing bit-
terness over recent Jewish protests,
the Cardinal who oversees the diocese
that includes the site of the Auschwitz
death camp announced today that he
was abandoning plans to construct a
center for Christian-Jewish dialogue
near the site.

The prelate, Franciszek Cardinal
Macharskil, said his decision was made
in reaction to recent demonstrations by
Jewish groups against the continuing
presence of a convent on the site de-
spite an agreement to remove it.

*Such attitudes and actions make it
impossible for me to continue to con-
struct the center,” Cardinal Machar-
ski, the Archbishop of Cracow, said in a
statement published by the official Pol-
ish press agency.

The convent of contemplative
Carmelite nuns was establshed in 1984
in a former theater building on the
edge of the camp site as a place of
prayer for the victims of the camp. The
church pledged in 1987 to remove the
nuns by February 1989, but construc-
tion of the new center never began. The
Cardinal did not say explicitly today
whether the nuns might be removed
even if the center was not built.

Recent Protests by Jews

Jews have objected to the presence
of a Christian institution on a site that
they consider sacred to the memory of
millions of slain Jews. The dispute was
rekindled lately by demonstrations by
Jewish groups.

Last month, in the third such demon-
stration, about 100 Jewish students
from throughout Europe marched to
the site of the convent, bearing signs
that read, ““Carmelites, leave Ausch-
witz.”

Earlier, several protésting Amer-
ican Jews who had climbed over the
fence surrounding the convent were
doused with water and beaten by Pol-
ish workers.

In his statement today, Cardinal Ma-
charski called the timetable for re-
moval of the convent “unrealistic’’ and
said delays in keeping to it “made
some Western Jewish centers stage a
violent campaign of accusations and
slander, outrageous aggression.”

“The nuns, their human ard Chris.
tian dignity, were not respected,” the

statement said. “The peace %0 which

By JOHN TAGLIABUE ;
Special to The New York Times :

they are entitled was disturbed. The
Christian faith, as well as symbols and
piety, were not respected. Our desires
and plans were presented and inter-
preted in a one-sided way, and bad in-
tentions were said to underlie them.”

The statement by the Cardinal ap
peared to contradict assurances given
by the Polish Government last month,
after the students’ demonstration, that
work on the center would commence
early next year.

“I remind my community of the need
to maintain dignity and self-control in
word and action,” he added. “I regret
that this was not understood by persons
holding responsible functions in some
Jewish organizations.”

‘Repugnant,’ Brnn;: Rabbl Says

In New York, Rabbi Avraham Weiss,
a Bronx rabbi who led the protest last
month onto the grounds of the convent,
called Cardinal Macharski's statement
“repugnant” and said it could lead to a
“tragic rupture' in Catholic-Jewish
dialogue.

“The Cardinal has, in almost classi-
cal anti-Semitic terms, chosen to por-
tray Jewish victims as aggressors,”
Rabbi Weiss said in a statement. ‘It
was nol we who beat Polish Catholics.
It was Catholic Polish workers of the
convent who assaulted us, as the nuns
and a priest looked on in silence."”
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Signal Heard in Search

e 2

Special 1o The New Yg

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, Aug. 10 —
Searchers for the missing aircraft of
Representative Mickey Leland learned
tonight of a faint emergency signal
picked up by an American weather
satellite from an aircraft in southeast-
ern Ethiopia. '

The chargé d'affaires of the United
States Embassy here, Robert Houdek,
said the signal, from an emergency
locater transmitter similar to the one
on board the missing Twin Otlter, was
coming from near Goba, a mountain-
ous region 130 miles southeast of Addis
Ababa. The highest peak in the area,
Mount Batu, is 14,000 feet high.

The region is well outside and far to
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The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the
world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human rights
for ali; works for the security of Israel and deepened understanding between
Americans and Israelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realization
in American public policy; and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish
people. Founded in 1206, it is the pioneer human-relations agency in the U.S.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, August 11....The following statement was issued today by
Rabbi A. James Rudin and Judith H. Banki, respectively National
Director and Associate Nationai Director of the Interreligious
Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee:

"The American Jewish Committee considers the statement issued
by Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, Archbishop of Cracow, on August
8, to be a serious retreat from the understanding achieved by
European Catholic and Jewish 1eaders in recent years and a
unilateral rejection of the very process through which this
understanding has been achieved.

"Cardinal Macharski reportedly deplored certain provocations
at the Carmelite convent in Auschwitz with no reference to the
compelling reason for these provocations: the failure to live up
to solemn obligations undertaken by Cardinal Macharski himself to
replace the convent in a new site within the agreed-upon time
period, by February 22, 1989. Had these obligations been
fulfilled, there would have been no disturbance to deplore.

"His criticism of public protest at the convent should also
have been accompanied by criticism of the gratuitous violence
visiﬁed upon the protesters. His concern for the human and
religious dignity of the Carmelite nuns should also have been
accompanied by concern for the human and religious dignity of Jews
for whom Auschwitz stands as the ultimate embodiment of the Shoah.

"We hope Cardinal Macharski’s repudiation of the agreement he
signed in Geneva will not be his final word on this painful

subject."

89-960-170.
AJRZ , BTS
Shalom D. Comay, President; Alfred H. Moses, Chair, Board of Governors; Mimi Alperin, Chair, Nationa! Executive Council
Bruce M. Ramer, Chair, Board of Trustees; Robart S. Jacobs, Chair, Executive Commitiee
Ira Silverman, Executive Vice President
‘Washington Office, 2027 M Ave, NW, gton DC 20036 « lsrael hg.: PO. Box 1538, Jerusalem 51410, Israel
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USCHWITZ CONVENT STAYING PUT
AS JEWS ERUPT WITH ANGER
By Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, Aug. 10 (JTA) -- The long-
promised removal of the Carmelite convent from
Auschwitz has been indefinitely postponed by a
Polish Catholic cardinal, a move that Jewish
leaders say will severely strain Catholic-Jewish
relations.

Cardinal Franciszek Macharskl the archb:sh—
op of Krakow, announced on Vatican Radio Tues-
day that the construction of a proposed inter-
religious information center was mow “an impos-
sibility.”

The center was to have been built off the
sitc of the former death camp, and was to have
housed the convent as well,

Macharski attributed his decision to “a
violent campaign of accusations and defamation,
and offensive -- not only verbal -- aggression,
which echoed up to Auschwitz.”

The campaign, Macharski said, was the work
of “certain Western Jewish circles.”

Jewish organizations have reacted with
outrage, not only at Macharski’s nullification of
the agreement to move the convent, but at the
wording of his statement.

Numerous Jewish organizations have pubhcly
called for the convent’s removal, and demon-
strations have been mounted at the convent itself.

- --Last month, seven-New—Y.ork-Jewish activists—

climbed over the fence surrounding the convent,
and asked to speak with the nuns. They were
beaten and dragged off the grounds.

This demonstration reportedly incensed
Macharski. Sources in Europe say that Macharski
called the demonstration “violent and intolerable”
in a meeting with local priests.

' Freeze In Dialogue Urged

Rabbi Avraham Weiss, who led the demon-
stration at Auschwitz, called Thursday for Jewish
leaders to *“freeze dialogue” with the Vatican
until the convent is moved.

Weiss, who released his statement from
Israel where he is visiting, also said the Polish
government should bear responsibility for the
convent, and suggested a travel boycott of Poland
by Israel and world Jewish organizations if the
situation_dges not change.
&abbi Marc Tanebavi
involved With the convent issue,
conciliatory approach. )

He said that Polish leaders had told him in
the past few weeks that Macharski’s commitment
to built the convent and the center by 1990 “was
firm.”

But, Tanenbaum said, the recent demonstra-
tions have caused a backlash in Poland and
“touched off a furious reaction' among Polish
Catholics, who now support, even insist, that the
Carmelite convent not be moved.”

Tanenbaum said that he was told by Machar-
ski’s personal secretary, Stanislav Musial, that the
statement *“does not represent a rupture between
the Polish Cathohc church and the Jewish peo-
ple "

Tanenbaum described it as *a temporary
interruption, but not a break in the relauonshnp »

ho has been deeply
is taking a more

He said that Macharski wants to make the
point that it is impossible to make plans to move
forward as long as the “attacks on the convent
nuns” continue. '

Kalman Sultanik, vice president of the World
Jewish Congress, said “Cardinal Macharski's
remarks are brutal and violent and constitute a
tragic blow to those of us in the Jewish and
Catholic world who have worked for so long to
foster mutual understanding and respect.” .

Abraham Foxman, national director of the
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, charac-
terized Macharski’s language as “hateful exagger-
ated rhetoric that is not the language of love and
compassion that one would expect to hear from a
cardinal.”

Macharski is one of four Catholic prelates
who negotiated in Geneva with a Jewish delega-
tion the agreement to relocate the convent, first
in July 1986 and then in 1987. The representatives
agrced on the convent’s removal by Feb. 22 of
this yvear and the building of the new convent and
interreligious center.

‘Lack Of Respect’

In his Tuesday statement, Macharski said he
was suspending action on building the center
“because of lack of respect for the nuns and for
their human and Christian dignity, the peace to
which they are entitled was disturbed. Christian
conventions, the symbols of faith and- of p:ety,
were not respected.”™ -- ~

He added that Polish J:ws were the only
ones who had protested against the demonstrators’
“intrusion into the convent and successive at-
tempts to take it over.”

Macharski concluded that in an atmosphere
of “aggression and disquiet,” Jews and Catholic
could not cooperate toward “the building of a
place dedicated to reciprocal respect.”

The -archbishop’s statement came at a time
when there were indications from other church
leaders and Polish officials that action on the
movement of the convent could be forthcoming.

Isracli officials said last week that the
Polish deputy foreign minister had indicated to
Israelis that his government would intervene in
the matter.

Solemn Promise

Earlier this month, one of the Catholic
representatives who signed the agreement along
with Macharski also said that progress would be
forthcoming.

Albert Decourtray, the French cardinal of
Lyon, solemnly promised that the convent will be
removed *“at its earliest,” and blamed the delays
on “local bureaucracy” in Poland.

But ‘officials from the Simon Wiesenthal

Center, who met with Vatican officials last
month, said they were “not surprised” by the
announcement.

Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean of the center, said
that while the Catholic Church was silent during
the Holocaust, “they now seek to claim exclusivi-
ty over the unmarked graves of their loved ones.”

Rabbi A, James Rudin, director of inter-
religious affairs for the American Jewish Commit-
tee, said “I sincerely hope that this is not going
to be the last word from Catholic authorities.”
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Rudin is also present chairman of the Inter-
national Jewish Committee on Interreligious Con-
sultations, a group that deals primarily with
relations with Catholics.

Rudin called Macharski's reference to “Wes-
tern Jewish circles” a *a very ominous kind of
statement.”

He said that Macharski’s comments “reflect
“the growing seriousness throughout the world of
the state of Catholic-Jewish relations.”

In Paris, Jean Kahn, president of CRIF, the
Council of Representative Jewish Institutions in
France, lashed out at Macharski’s decision, saying
it is a flagrant breach of a negotiated agreement
and hinting that. anti-Semitism is still rife in
Poland.

The European Union of Jewish Students also
expressed outrage at Macharski’s comments.

In their statement, the students noted that
Macharski’s remarks, coming at a time when there
is controversy over commeénts by the pope on the
Jews, was particularly upsetting.

Sermons by Pope John Paul II over the past
two weeks seem to.imply that the Christian
covenant with God superseded the Jewish coven-
ant with God, and that the Christian covenant
was forged because of “Israel’s infidelity.”

This conflicts with previous statements by
the ‘pope that God's covenant with. the. Jews.was
‘never revoked.”

The students said in their statcment that the
combination of the pope's remarks and Machar-
ski's announcement “seems to imply that the
Catholic church believes that the Shoah was
retribution for the Jews” infidelity.”

(JTA Paris bureau chief Edwin Eytan contri-
buted to this report.)

U.S. SAYS AL FATAH STATEMENTS
CONTAIN ‘DEROGATORY RHETORIC’
By Howard Rosenberg

WASHINGTON, Aug. 10 (JTA) -- The political
program issued this week by Yasir Arafat's Al
Fatah branch of the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation contains “derogatory rhetoric” that “raises

questions about Fatah’s commitment to accommo- :
the State -

dation, understanding and peace,”
Department said Thursday.

A Fatah congress that met in Tunis this
week approved a program that advocated “inten-
sifying and escalating armed action and all forms
of struggle to eliminate the Zionist Israeli occu-
pation of our occupied Palestinian land.”

State Department spokeswoman Margaret
Tutwiler, at her daily briefing, said “‘the state-
ment’s derogatory rhetoric on Israel, its tone of

confrontatmn and violence, and its preference for.

unrealistic “principles and solutwns, instead of
practical ideas for peace, are unhelpful.”

She said the full document has not been
analyzed, and that it is being studied further “in
an effort to have a clearer understanding.”

The Israeli Embassy here released a state-
ment Thursday that also noted how Al Fatah was
forming a special committee “with the objective
of preventing Jewish immigration to Israel. Thus,
Fatah seeks to strike at the very essence of
Israel as the home of the Jewish people. Fatah’s
aim is clear: to undermine the seeds of Israel’s
demise.”

Tutwiler said
continue our dialogue with the PLO to determine
whether the PLO is committed to the undertak-
ings of last December.”

that the United- .States “will -

WAIVE JACKSON-VANIK NOW,
AJCONGRESS URGES BAKER
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, Aug. 10 (JTA) =~ In a major
departure from the stance adopted by National
Conference on Soviet Jewry and its constituent

_groups across the country, the American Jewish

Congress has urged an immediate one-year waiver
of Jackson-Vanik Amendment sanctions against
the Soviet Union.

In a letter sent Tuesday to Secretary of
State James Baker, the group disputes claims from
an unnamed “national Jewish organization” that
the Jewish community supports a waiver, of Jack-
son-Vanik trade restrictions only if Prcmdcnt
Bush receives “additional Soviet assurances” of
improvements in Soviet emigration policy.

Instead, AJCongress and ‘“‘several other
major American Jewish organizations are in sup-
port of a one-year waiver of Jackson-Vanik now,”
writes Maurice Tempelsman, chairman of the
AJCongress Commission on International Affairs.

“There is no question that during the last
few months, Soviet deeds have fully merited a
waiver,” he writes, noting that under the amend-
ment, such a move is “a reversible act.”

The 1975 Jackson-Vanik Amendment denies
the . . Soviet.* Union most-favored-nation . trade
benefits until it makes substantial improvements
in its emigration policy.

Tool For Prodding Sovi

The amendment has been scen by - Jewish
organizations as a main tool in prodding the
Soviets to make emigration reforms.

On June 13, the National Conference’s Board
of Governors, representing 47 national Jewish
groups and close to 300 Jewish community rela-
tions councils and federations, adopted a state-
ment saying it was ‘“‘prepared to support a waiv-
er” of Jackson-Vanik sanctions, if President Bush
received “appropriate assurances” from the Soviet
Union in four key areas.

NCSJ Chairwoman Shoshana Cardin outlined
the group's position in a meeting with White
House officials, and followed it up with a letter
to Baker.

A spokesman for AJCongress confirmed that
the group’s letter to Baker on Tuesday was an
explicit departure from a “communication” from
NCSJ to Baker,

Asked about the AJCongress move, Martin
Wenick, executive director of the NCSJ, said
“Jewish organizations have traditionally worked
on the thesis of consensus. We recognize the
right of any organization to-its-own views, and
(the American Jewish) Congress has chosen-to -do
this at all times.”

But *“the administration knows where the
mainstream of the American Jewish community is,

and it has acknowledged that in a positive
sense,” he said.
AJCongress, however, feels that recent

dramatic gains in the emigration of Soviet Jews,
Armenians and ethnic Germans warrant an imme-
diate waiver. In the last two years, the number of
Soviet Jews being allowed out of the Soviet Union
rose from fewer than 100 a month in 1986 to
more than 4,000 a month since March.

- AJCongress also indicates in its letter that a
“full 99.6 percent of all emigration applicants are
allowed to leave,” and that the number of long-
term refuseniks has decreased from 11,000 in 1986
to under 2,000.
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Our raf
Mm?Eu
To: Kis Eminence Cardinal Frarciszeak Mefhihski
Cracow, Poland.
063 322700 KURIA PL 14 tugust 1989

Your Eminsnce,

Idac za te.exem, ktory ja przeslalem doc Pano Kardinala w
czwarsek, 10 sierpnia, razem z listem Arcybyskupa Luigl egoc
Barba“4to ego, W Ktorym on proponowal spotianie waszej Exceiencii
ze wna, bylem dewastowany widziec oswizdizenle Pana Xavdinala, W
ktorym Pan Kerdynal deklarowal ze klacztcr Karemlitow nig bedzic
przasuniety dc miejsca proponovansgo.

Following the Telex which I sent you an T“Lrsaay August 10th cf
which Arcnblenop Luigl Bardarite’s letter s q@sting tmat you
meet me, [orned part, I was cevacstzatesd tc have geer vaur

- b e bt

statemant to the effect.tiat gpe IapaaghiizZg.nr. SRR o o0

o s A e

his will be zn end
ou nava oenly
recarding wider

This decision, 1f laplemented; wiil Zz.og forl
conseguences for Cathellic=Jewish relations a
to the diaslogue and it will te perceived thatl
listened to the voices of vour cwn ceuniry, dis

o

issues and implicatinns,

I7 0 o«

Jl'*-é if

I must refute In the strongest gossible terms your 3tatement
that Yonly cne voice galling for self-control was heard, and it
was tie voice of Jewish orgenirstisznz in Po.snds. I am on
record as stating to a Board ¢f Deputi Meeting. {The Bcard of
Deputies is the main representativse bo of British Jews). "This

is the lssue that rust be negotleted directly, wicely and with
calnm aflfectiveness by world Jewry, tie :@Lisn Catholic
autherities and the FPolish Covernrcen.- I amwm alsoc on record,
"It would be foolish to let rolations debariorete on accgunt of
the cenwvant®.

I have today spoken to the Chlief Rabbl and he fully endorses that
“vwiolent incidents of this irnd are irconpatible with the laws of
Moses and are 8llen to our etiical and rorgl principles® and he
very much regrets that this has ccourzed.

Rabbi Tanenbaum, whoe, as you know ile one of Zhe leaders of World

58 SRaspl

o
o
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Jewry, is also on record for consistantly calliing for moderation.

Dr. Victor Goldébloom, Presidant cf the Internaticnal Council of
Christians and Jews has also voiczed his concern and will be
writing to you expressing his deep regret.

Rabbi Dr. Norman Solomon, the Head of Selly Oak Colleges for the
Study of Christian/Jewish relations is also deeply concerned.

Rabbi Hugo Gryn, Senior Minister of the West London Synagooue

and Chairman of the European Board of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism is guoted as saying “Who are we te believe,
cur Polish colleagues and friends with whom we shared a similar
fate under the Nazis, or those who preach that the Church is bpent
on returning to the bigotry and triumphalism of the darkest days
in our history."

Mr. Shmuel Toledano, Director of the Israel interfaith
Association, utterly and unreservedly condermns the vioclsnce and
endorses the statement by the Ccordinating Committee of Jewish
Religious and Social~Cultura.: Societies in Poland.

-

These feelings are also reiterated by Rabbi Anthony Bavyfiels,
Director of the Sterxrnberg Cantre fcr Judaism, Rabkl T, 31 =y
Brichto, Director of tHo Hin i Salio SNE e B pa RS ilE —cpics tre
Syragagues v Lrasy : L 3
Leader of Congr egacqc usraea.x. Fawvlil

and Dr. Anthcory Pclensky, Professor © nte**a:‘ nél w:’.s tory at
the Londen School of Ecoronics and Pr ida of txe irstitute gf
Polish Jevish Studies, te nare zuk & 7ew, I uosid gucte ru1y

more.

ed &

L8 1n Sus Pau.l, BriZis,

3
~1® iy

L

(v

These ars just a few of the electad leaders ¢f the silent
rajority of Jews and rern-Jews wio do not, to gucte vour own
words, "usa intemporate language or act violentiy" The small
number of people who havz cone sc ¢o nof represant the Jewish
Cenmunity, but are self-zlectec.

I have evidence tc show that 7
Javwe for their positive attiiy

With respect I must point cut that it is pot oniy the Jews who
are hurt by the centinued presence ¢f ¢he Carmelite nung, I anm in
corraspardence with the Prloress of an English Carmelite

Monastery, who savc,

wRor these of us who long for Chrigtian/lewizh roconciliation the
present situstion at Auschwitz is extrenely distressin
particularly so for Carmelitez %2 Xnow that such a grave
stunbling “icch hag cccurred through the circumstances of one of
our own communizies. Wa nray that all, Jews and Christiens will
recognise that the highly chareced and divisive strife there now
is by no means repreentative of our main Religious bodles. Other

S339N431% ZI5F S53F 18 ¥ FS3i51 88 28/91



-

werid gltvations show us the intransicenzs ¢f srall groups ot
extrenists and how this can Jecpardise herd wer ralationships -
mey At no* bz so apongst V8. Your oW untiris q 2ffzris TO prevent
such ¢ivisior are very &. Jent ard ilnspliring”

i

"

Your failure ©to keep tc = original sgreement -ac%s those of Cs
whc have constantly supy zted it i1 an extreme.y d:ifficuit
position. It was this tailure which undsrmines tihe creditil:ity
of mcgercte volices and encouraces “nreprnsentat ve ard extremist
forces to take matters in%c their own hards. #wiich we 2.
cordemn. Your statarent has a.ready civided the ouner lar
whe signed the originai deccument.. In & iz2tter that laziinsl
Lusticer has written To a reader ci The Jewisy Chrenlclis, 1
wilcsa columrns there 1s a 2cntimitus Sorrasgendenss oo tae mash
of “he Carnelite nuns at A"cﬂ*wvtz} ReuzLEes ) el . tie
signrstoriss € T7@ ACCOZCarerail® fZ-.. Y Sotmictes = 17
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Rabbl Marc Tanenbaum Cur 1ol i4 August 1989

Werld Jewish Congress
Yous ret

FAX 0101 2.2 319 0975
I attach eopy of my telex of today to Cardinal Hecharsk:i.

SIGHIND STERWBERG
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I have weoday zocken to the Chief Rabbl and he fully endorses that
"violent irncidents of this kind ere incoapatible with the lawe of
Moses and are alien to our ethical and woral principles®™ and he

et w.—Very.much.regrets that this hae occurred. e

- o —

Rabbi Tanenbaun, who, as you know 1s one of the 1eaders of World



Jawry, 12 alsc on recerd for consistently calling for modaraticn,

Dyr. Victor Coldnlocm, Pr
Christians and Jews hag

Precijent ¢f the Interna
o
writing to yeu axpressi

esis : tianal Counclil of
aiszo vgiced his concern
30

H
ani wllli be
ng his deep reqret,
Rabbi Dr. Novwman Solormon, the Haad of Sslly Oak Collisges fox the
study of Christian/Jewish relations is also deaply concesried.

Rabbi Huge Gryh, Senior Minister of the Wast Loudon Synagogue

and Chairman of the Europearn Board of the World &nien for
Frogressive Judaism is quoted ad saying "#ho ave ws Lo kalieve,
our Folish collesgues and friends with whou we shsred a2 sinllay
fate under the Naziz, or thoss who preich that tha Church is bent
on returning to the blgotry and triumpbalism cof the carkest days

in our hlstory,®

Mr. Shouwel Joledano, Director of the Israel Interfaith
Assoclation, uwtterly and unreservedly condamns the violence and
eindorses the statanent by the Cocrdinating Committee of Jewish
Ee¢iigious and 3ocisl-Cultural Societies in Poland,

Tnasz fealings ars alse reéiteratsd by Rabbi Anchony Ravfield,
Direstor of the Sternberg Centreé for Judaiswm, Rabbi Dr, Sidney
Brachto, Dirsctor of the Unisn of Liberal and Progressive
Synagogues in Great Britain, Rabbl Henry Sobel, the Spiritual
Leadsr 0f Congregacae Israelita Faulista in Szo Paule, Brazil,
and Jr. anthony Folonsky, Professoy of Internatlonal History at
tha London Schocl o2 Econonies and President of the Institute of
Folish Jewish Studies; %9 name but & few, I could guote many
MOTre .«

Thas¢ are just a few of the elatted leaders of the silent
najority of Jews and non-Jews wWho do not, to guote your own
words, “use intemporate language or act violently" The small
nunber of people who havée done so do not rsepresent the Jewish
compunity, but are self-elected.

I have evidence to show that the Vatican has praised British
Jews for thelyr positive attitude and practise of moderation.

With respect I must foint out that it is not onlI the Jews who
are burt by the c¢ontinued presence of the Carmelite nune, I am in
correspondence with the Prioress of an English Carmelite

Monastery, who says,

"For those of us who IEEE“TBr'ChrTstianV&ewish_nggpncil;gtion the

present situation at Auschwitz is extremely distressing;
particularly so for Carmelites to know that such a grave
stunbling block has ocourred through the circumstances of one of
our own communities. We pray that all Jews and Christians will
recognise that the highly charged and divisive strife theré¢ now

is by no means reprsentative of our main Religious bodies. Other




worlgd situations show us the intransigence of snall yroups of
extremists end how this caw jeopardige hard won velatlonships -
may it not be so amongst us, Your own untiring ¢fforts to prevent
such division are very evident and inspiring”,

vour failuve to Keep to the original agresment places those of us
who have constantly suppgorted it in an extyenely difficult
position. It was thds fallure which urdermiines the credicilitcy
ef woderats voices and encourages unrepresentative and extremist
forces to take matters inte their own hands, whigh we all
condenn, Your statement has &lready divided the cother Cardinals
who signed the original document. In a letter that Cardinal
Lusticer has written to a reader of the Jawish Chronlcle, (in
whose columns there 15 2 continucus correspohdance on the matter
of the Carmelite nuns at Auschwitz) he writes, "all the
signatories ¥¢ th2 Accovd rémain fully committed ko its
implementaticn as quickly as possible ~confirmation of which
comes from the other cardinals involved."

Wa understand the difficdulties ipvolved im movirg the Carmaliife
Monastery and appreclate the efforte yvou have nade in this
regard, bub wa must how resolve this dumaging controversy. The
losers are the parefost Cermelite nuns whose tranguility wiil}
continue to be disturbed uniess the situstion ls resolved, end
for 2li of us who believe that ¥ws wmust gsarch for understanding
and agreement and for a warning s¢ainst the terror and hatred
which once preveiled thera®

We had hoped &and wz still hope thet the Polish Church would take
ont the noble role ¢f preserving the mencrial te suffering and the
guardianship of sites Christian end Jewich 28 sn act of true
friendship and a symbol of recon¢iliatien.

we recognize and vespect the rights of Christians to pray for
their (ead, but sincs there is in Judalsm no traditon of
perxmenent contemplative prayer at any cemelery, we must reserve
the right to ask that neither faith is permanently rapresented at
the site which above all other places marks tha graveyard of ouwr

people.

I shall willingly interrupt my holidays tq come and se¢ you and
discust a plan which would solve the problem at a stroke without
it being seen that you have given into to pressure of any

kindo 2% ’

Yours mincerely,

SIR SIGHUND STERNBERG * | %



[end]
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Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Street

New York, New York 10022
212 751-4000

Marton Yarmon

Director of Public Relations

The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the
world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human rights
for all; works for the security of Israel and deepened understanding between
Arnericans and Israelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realization
in American pub!:c pohcv. and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish

people. Founded in 1906, it is the pioneer human-relations agency in the U.S,

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW YORK, August 17....Leaders of prominent Jewish-American and Polish-American organizations today
jointly called for an end to the hostilities over the Carmelite convent at Auschwitz, stressing the need to
take steps to "revive the original understanding, including establishing a site for the interfaith center, and
reflecting the sacredness and importance of Auschwitz in Polish and Jewish history.”

In the joint statement, Ira Silverman, executive vice-president of the American Jewish Committee;
Edward Moskal, president of the Polish American Congress; and Harold Gales and Rev. Leonard Chrobot
of the National Polish American - Jewish American Council, stated that "the continuing events at Auschwitz
have caused Jewish and Polish Americans great agony and concern,” which threaten to "undermine a decade
of cooperation.”

The statement reads, in part:

"It is important to understand the deep feelings each community brings to this issue. Poles and Polish
Americans remember with anguish the 1 12 million Polish Catholics who perished at Auschwitz, express
deep reverence for the holiness of the Carmelite sisters and seek broad recognition for the honor of their
Polish homeland. Jews, in both the United States and abroad, feel an urgent need 1o stress the uniqueness
of Auschwitz where more Jews were murdered in the Holocaust than anywhere else and to make their
convictions known 1o a world often prone to forget their anguished history.

“It is not surprising that in this highly charged atmosphere, polarizing and insensitive statements and
actions have exacerbated tensions and made a resolution to the convent dispute more difficult to achieve.
It is imperative now for each side 1o demonstraie sensitivity and understanding for the convictions of the
other and to provide leadership in reaching a solution that speaks to the needs of both groups.

"The decade long history of the National Polish American - Jewish American Council indicates that
with mutual respect and understanding, consensus can be reached on difficult issues. We produced
important joint statements on the film Shoah and prosecution of Nazi-era war criminals, We have made
significant progress on such critical matters as admission to the U.S. of Polish and Soviet Jewish refugees,
bigotry in the media, executive suite discrimination and human rights violations in Eastern Europe. It is
vital for our future that we re-new our commitment to dialogue and joint action. As Americans, we share

far more values and ideals than can possibly divide us."

AJRZ, CP, FD
89-960-174

CONVENT.MY6/Is

Shelom 0. Comay, President; Alfred H. Moses, Chair, Board of Governors; Mimi Alperin, Chair, National Executive Council
PEIS 8/17/89 Bruce M. Ramer, Chair, Board of Trustees; Robert S, Jacobs, Chair, Executive Committee
Ira Silverman, Executive Vice President -
Washington Othice, 2027 M: h Ave., NW, Washington DC 20036 - Israel hg : PO. Box 1538, Jerusalern SW10, Israel
South America hq. (temporary office) 165 E. 56 51, New York, NY 10022-2045
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Sir Sigmund Stembe(g 0.St.J. KCSG JP Star House Gratton Road
London NW5 480D
Telephone 01-485 2528
Facsimilg 01-485 4512

TELEX: 063 322700 KURIA PL 22 August 1989

FROM: 295441 BUSY Bg
Oate

To: His Eminence Cardinal Franciszek Macharski
Our rol

Your ro!

Your Enminence,

Thank you for your response to my last communication. It is with
deep disappointment and considerable concern that 1 read its

contents.

I am very surprised at your reference to the Polish people. 1
cannot believe that they would not take their guidance from their
raligious leadership as well as from thelr own government which
has tried to be so helpful in this matter. I Aope that this is
not your final word on a matter which we had all thought resoived

by the acreement to which you were a signatory

Jith all respect; I must point out that it was the falliure to

Wi

adhsre to that ag reement, undar which the convent would have been
wovad by Pebruary last, which has giver rise o Jewish (and not
caly Jevwisha) profest.

At the same time, I regret that you have chcsen LC B&a cis
dsmonstration by a small and totally unrepresentative groun of
individuals as typifying the response of Jews as a whole.
Responsible Jewish organisations have attempted to understand the
practical problems which have delayed implementation of the
agreement and have sougnht cpen and non-hostile discussicns cn 2
positive way forward. I am sure that you are aware of tha '
contrary opinion by other Princes of the Church who togather with
you signed the original agreement, and also the effect that this
is having on the contemplative life of the Carmelite sisters.

In total agreement with you that dialogue must bs built on £rue
respect for each nation and each rsligion, I hope that we have

not heard your last word on an issue whose sensitivity for both
sides is accepted and whose honourablie disposition will have an
immense bearing on the future of that dialogue.

Yours sincerely,

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERC



29544 1 busy b g
3EE700 HURIA PL

TLX 1593/89

MR. BIBMUND STERNBERG

BIR,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERIOUS APPROACH TO MY PRONOUNCEMENT.

I MADE MYy DECISION NITH A BEAVY HERART.

THE DEVASTATING EFFECT PRODUCED BY THE SUBSTANCE AMD THE
FORM OF THE PROTEBT OF 8OME JEWISH CIRCLES, IS 50 DEEP AND
80 PERSISTENT IN THE BOCIAL AND REL IBIOUS AWARENESS OF THE

POLES, THAT IT DOES NOYT ALLOW ME TO BE OF DIFFERENT OPINION
THAN [ EXPRESSED IN MY PRONOUNCEMENT.

I TAKE SHARE IN YOUR CONCERN FOR THE DIALOGUE, BUT

THE DIALOGUE MUST BE BUILT ON TRUE RESPECTY FOR EACH MNATION
AND ERCH RELIGION.

BINCERELY YOURS,

CARD. FRANCISIEK MACHARSKI

KRAKOW, AUBUST z2, 1389
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Siv Sigmund Stormbeig 0.5tJ. KCSG P Star House Grafton Road
¥ London NWS5 380
Talephone 01-6485 2538
Fecsimilo 014854512

Dota
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum Our rof 23 hugust 198¢
World Jewish Congress

Your rgf

Fl

FAX 0101 212 876 8351

[ A 7T~ s,

1 attach a Telex I have received from Cardinal Macharskl together
with ny reply.

Do you think it would be worth our while informing Avl Weiss of
the damage he is causing and asking him for an apolegy expressing
regret or a promise not to do it again. Doubtless he will
decline, nevertheless it will be on record that we did try.

Flease let me know the number of distinguished people who would
wish to help. Could you give me a nurber of possible names.

With xind regards,

Yours sincerely,

SIR SIGMUE ERNBERG
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Spertus College President Howard A. Sulkin told the New World, Chicago's archdiocesan newspaper, that the program was

“*a pioneering effort" that can “serve as a model for other cities and countries, and for other institutions."

Father Chrostowski said the Polish clergy were ~well aware of the tensions which might arise” during their Chicago visit.

*Poland, and the Polish people, have a reputation among Americans as being anti-Semitic. Likewise, a tragic, but prevalent
misconception in Poland is that dialogue with American Jews is hardly possible,” Father Chrostowski said.

"'l am pleased to say that our experience with Spertus College of Judaica has helped us to overcome this misconception,”
he added. '

“‘We enjoyed the critical discussion of the Scriptures,” said Father Wieslaw Lauer, a faculty member at the major seminary
in Gdansk, Poland.

“This was very interesting for us because we are all studying the Bible. All of us are studying Jewish theology, and now
we are leamning something of Jewish life.” The program was co-sponsored by the Chicago Archdiocese and developed with
the approval and participation of Spertus College and the Polish bishops' conference.

The program had its origins in late 1987 when Cardinal Franciszek Macharski of Krakow and Cardinal Bernardin were
attending the world Synod of Bishops in Rome.

Cardinal Macharski has been involved in the controversy over the delay in moving a Carmelite convent from the site of the
former Nazi death camp at Auschwitz. Cardinal Macharski said Aug. 8 a *violent campaign of accusations and defamation”
against the convent “renders impossible” the construction of an interfaith center near the camp.

Contributing to this story was Paula Jones in Chicago.

END

NEWS BRIEFS Aug. 23, 1989 (800 words)
By Catholic News Service
NATION
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (CNS) - Sacramento Bishop Francis A. Quinn, contending that public schools have a “*financial
monopoly,” said parents of children in Catholic schools ““want a fair share of their own tax money" to educate their children.
Public schools ““have been allowed to function in a financial monopoly” and “frequently end up being schools which are
relatively expensive to run,” Bishop Quinn said. " Private school families do not want special tax "privileges," Bishop Quinn
said. *They do want a tax system which does not penalize them." He suggested voucher programs, textbook loans and *"tax
arrangements” as ways 1o “'treat ... all families equitably."
SEATTLE (CNS) - Pax Christi USA, the Catholic peace organization, has reaffirmed its opposition to abortion and its
commitment to women's equal participation in church and society. The action by the Pax Christi national council was
announced after the organization's national assembly, held Aug. 11-13 in Seattle.Pax Christi, in reaffirming opposition to
abortion, also called for support for children and for women in economic, emotional or other difficulties.
WORLD
MEXICO CITY (CNS) - Post-electoral violence in Mexico's western state of Michoacan has been met with calls for justice
and calm by Bishop Alberto Suarez Inda of Tacambaro, Mexico, and from lay church leaders and members of basic Christian
communities in Mexico City. As the state electoral commission met to decide the final outcome of hotly contested July 2 state
legislative elections, more than 50 people in the state capital of Morelia were injured Aug. 15 in street battles between
supporters of rival political parties claiming majority victories. Atenuous calm was restored inthecity only after Gov. Genovevo

(MORE)
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, immediate past president of the committee, told Catholic News Service his agency requested the
meeting with Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, secretary of state, through Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, head of the Vatican
- Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said Aug. 22 he had added a personal message to Cardinal Willebrands. He said the requests were made
Aug. 17 and 18, but that it was too early to have received a response.

The rabbi said the committee made its decision because it was time for *"rational, mainstream elements of the Jewish
community” to help resolve differences over the convent issue.

The controversy centers on a 1987 agreement signed by nine European Catholic and nine European Jewish leaders. The
pact pledges removal of the Carmelite convent located just outside the walls of Auschwitz and construction of an interfaith
prayer and information center outside the camp.

However, when a two-year deadline for implementing the agreement passed, some Jews grew impatient. In July, Rabbi
Avraham Weiss of Bronx, N.Y., and six other American Jews were beaten back by Polish workers after scaling the fence at
the convent.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said that incident tnggered a reaction by Polish Catholics, “*who then overwhelmed Cardinal
(Franciszek) Macharski" of Krakow, Poland. On Aug. 10, Cardinal Macharski suspended work on the interfaith center.

Rabbi Tanenbaum described Rabbi Weiss as a " self-appointed Messianic savior of the Jews" with no constituency, but
said he was portrayed in the Polish press as reprasaqtibg American Jews.

“It's like Archbishop (Marcel) Lefebvre coming to the Jews and saying, ‘| am the pope and | am the church,™ he said.

Archbishop Lefebvre was excommunicated from the Catholic Churchin 1988 after ordaining bishops against Vatican
orders.

Jews and Catholics need ™" serious and responsible people” to find “rational ways of resolving the problem" so that the
Carmelite convent does not continue to be a problem between members of the two faiths, the rabbi said.

“The time has come to put an end to these provocative demonstrations,” he said.

At least 2.5 million European Jews and 1.5 million others were killed in Auschwitz.

END

CHICAGO Aug. 22, 1989 (470 words)
POLISH PRIESTS LEARN JEWISH PERSPECTIVES
By Sister Cathy Campbell
Catholic News Service
CHICAGO (CNS) ~ Twenty-one Polish clergy took part in a six-week seminar at a Cruugo Jewish college designed to
create greater understanding among Christians and Jews.
The program was important because “'since the Holocaust, Poland is a country virtually without Jews," said Father
Waldemar Chrostowski, a theology professor from Warsaw.
While in Chicago, the 20 priests and one auxiliary bishop studied Jewish theology, life and practice, liturgy and classical
liturgical and religious texts at Spertus College of Judaica.
They also discussed Christian-Jewish relations, the development and future prospects for American religious pluralism,
and surveyed current Jewish and Christian thmkmg about Jesus' relationship to the Judaism of his day.
At a press conference preceding the Aug. 14 vespers service which concluded the seminar, Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin
of Chicago quoted Pope John Paul II's observation that Christians and Jews are related at “"the level of our very identity.”
Cardinal Bernardin said the program fostered the kind *of honest dialogue and serious scholarship” that takes “"these papal
sentiments and makes them more real in the day-to-day life of the church.”

(MORE)
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WALSH CORRECTION Aug. 22, 1989
In WALSH of Aug. 21, 1989, correct the third paragraph beginning, A funeral Mass was ..., to read:
... Father J. Joseph Gallagher .... '
END

CANADA-LANGUAGE Aug. 