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Dear -Mafc .

I. attach the Press Release for my trip to Hungary. I also
article ‘Shadow on Auschwitz’ from the:Tablet in case you |
seen it also article from INFORM. You .should also refer to
~ Glemp’s statement in praise of British Jews ‘(see Internatu
Herald Tribune September 26 1989 attached). 'Mention should
made that you were intending to accompany me onﬂmy trlp tp‘
to see Glemp but unfortunately your doctors did not allow i
go. It is on record that I have consulted 'you in ‘achievil
settlement and thls should come out in the art;cle._ '

Regard\g my meeting with Cardinal O’Connor, my flrst sSuggl
Monday 19th*® March but as I do not know whether this is com
for the Cardinal, I can also meet him on Saturday 17th aft
any time on the Sunday or first thing Tuesday morning b=zfoi
to Boston. '

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
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ion camp. Thcsc were the two

firs .-'non-(.‘ommumst leadcr of & Warsaw
Pact - country, at-.a conference for the
 teligious press in London last week. Mazo-
. wiecki had ‘himseif requested the meeting
. as'yo0n as e was unexpectedly chosen as
- Prime Minister last September. He re-
- ceived a letter of congratulations from Sir
Sigmund Sternberg, chairman of the ex-
~Técutive committee of the Imternational
. Council of Christians and Jews, who
assured him that prayers had been offered
- -in the synagogue for him and for Poland.
Mazowiecki responded warmly to the let-
. ter, and his press conference was 2 further
" mark of gratitude to Sternberg's initiative,
.- Though the embatrassing matter of the
- Auschwitz Carmelite convent was barzly
‘mentioned, it hovered ini the background.

10§t-important points made by the Polish
fime Mimster, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the .

pwiecki is clearly determined toopena” -
‘shupter in. Puhsh Jewish relatmns'
Je) _ :

v Wil talr:e th&m 0, ;'.Eastem Europc and

process. No one has yet-said-whether there

" will be a memorial to the homosexuats who
- perished at Auschwitz; the Church — it is

already-clear — will oppose the idea..

But the Church's role is changing. As a
Catholic activist, Mazowrecki has a2 Dami-
nican chaplain, Alexander Haako-
Ligowski, which suzgssts tha: he will 2ot
tack for theclogica! advice. A grev- -
stooping hgu"- i5 G2rk suit gnd e
is & cautious intellectusi rathar .
charismatic p=rsenality, to ;
has ot geet & Kindly hand. Eis Y
purpose in visiting Bntam was 16 get ae g
in controltng runaway iaflution and re-

scheduling (o erippling Polisia devl, He is
concerned about Gervan reunificddon. M
says much for Mezowiscki. h’u de:‘.ﬂne

thesc dan mimu wcrr't‘."- T oo

latiors . |

e S e

finally the-Soviet' Union, with the direct

. there 3honld ‘be_no~anti-Semitism.” That
‘was ‘cssentially ‘what he had come to
London to say 10 the religious press.

Some of the. details- were filled out by
Jaoek Ambrosiak.’ head of the office of

which had the unenviable and in the end.
.. impossible task of controlling the Church.

- Mazowiecki has retained the office but
“-tumed it into a kind of ministry of minor-
ities responsible for inter-faith relations.
The 600,000 Russian Orthodox Christians
b-".. " in north-east Poland are the bnggest minor-

¥ ity today.

= - But Mmmckf feels a special responsi-
- ‘bility ‘toward the memory of the three

Preserving and restoring their synagogues,

gite ‘is Mazowiscki’s most important in-
: novation: the Foundation in charge of it
- will eventually be made up of representa-

religious affairs. This was the Stahnm
.. body; found in every Communist country,
‘the same ectimenical,

million Jews who lived in pre-war Poland. -

cemeteries and religious artefacts is a first *
‘duty. The international committee 10 .
“tethink the Auschwitz concentration camp’

. Co-operation of ‘the” Russian Orthodox
g™y - Church. Through the pérsomal involve-
(30 F !Eﬂ!e CDﬂSldel' that -

ment of Metropolitin Pitirim of Voloko-

‘lamsk and Yuriev, and Metropolitan Alexi

of Leningrad and Novgorod, the choir is
scheduied 10 sing in several iocal churches
and monasleries in &dd’ihon to. its pro-.
gramme of majcr cancerts in Mo:cmx and

‘Leningrad.

‘All the rnembe!s of the- cho:r come Erom
QQLI‘DDHBEH{:
mixed community ar Cape €od, Mas-
sachusetts. The Community of Jesus com-
prises some Z0ft residents of 4:ffercn1

. denominations. including Catholics, Mem-

bers or familtes are responsible for, their
own finances and must hold jobs outside
the community, but some — the sisters and .
brothers — have taken vows simjlar o
those taken by religious, giving up “the
tight to own, to choose and to marry™.
Corporate worship centres on . Holy
Communion; which is celebrated according’
to the Eplscvpahan hturgy— eleven of the
¢ompmunity are ordained. clergymen — but
each day the Divine Office is also chanted
in Latin at seven services according to the

Benedictine Solesmes rite. The special

¢t . pcople” andtlie othery ct;ms.,'IMrcstm-
" "tion of diplomatic relations will ensure
*. Israeli, participation at all ‘stages of the

O Was.83 IMner- Domnies

evening concert a St John Smuh
qgiiare, London SW1, onZZﬁhrch Ny

case which had made her an invafid,
experienced healing after her friend Judy
Sorensen prayed for her. It brought their
two families together; and within a few

"', months their ministry of teaching an<

prayes, counseliing and heafing had begm
Today the woninisey is a place of rensw-
wher IEENGS SO YT rsrreat\ AR
f.e fing =nd ue"?mc

-

o

e ST -

n kf‘ba"z-.

22 71l about. Le
me of e Dominican
¢ hed beep ity exile
e 1205, returning to France
st Cu..!.fﬁ‘ ciam: aeme sort oﬂ'

rmm ﬂmux
e place of Agquinas. Hid the “Angelic
Doctor” (ss he was known) said the last
word? Had he managed,a timeless synth- -
esis of Christian truin vahd for afl time?
Yes, answered many Dominizaas of the
time, fmfanly the pewerfu! figure of Regin-
ald Garrigou-Lagrange,. professor . at
Rome's Angelicom-University. Chenu was
one of his star pupils as was, at a later date,
the young Karol Wojtyla. . '
. Chenu’s book challeniged the ldea of a
‘hme!‘ess Thomism™, He made the very
obvidus point that,a fext could only be
understood in its hlﬂuntal caltural, social,
and political context. Thare was no “disin-
carnate theology™. Thzlway to study theol-
Ggy was . to study its history, so as 1o
become aware of the different ways in
which Christian revelation had been ex-
pressed. [n 1942 these ideas seemed like =

‘revival of the “Modernism™ condemned in
'1907, so they had 10 be suppressed.

“Don't worry,” said Cardinal Emmanuel
Suhard, Archbishop of Paris, “in twenty
years time everyone will be talking like
you." The prediction proved remarkably

“accurate. For when Vatican II began on 11

Ocrober 1962, Pupe‘ John could bave been
quoting Chena When he said that a distine-
tion must be drawn between the substance

. The community begain in the- éarly’
‘Sixties -when Cay Andersen, who had
“suffered a recurrence of a childhood dis-

difficult now _ B it
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dedlcatlcm o Grcgernnn chant reflects the

view that it represents the a prayer
of the early undsﬂdedcm

a sense of unity which Chri _' i
recover. The Gmgamn
Mary Berry. of Camh!ﬂia Enﬁmd “has
trained the community extewsively in the
chant, which the choir. wilk also perform on

'mEumpcanw*mttoilr.Mw

Hume himself- will g oneof the gulists-at -
their eveningjtoncert at St Johns, Slmﬂi

Square Londor SWI, anzzmh




r'Glemp: Reﬂéctions )
'On Auschwiiz Feud

By Mary Battiata

Washington Posr Service
WARSAW — Cardinal Jozzef
Glemp says that neither he nor the
Polish Catholic Church he leads
adequaiely understoed the signifi-
cance of the Auschwitz death camp

as & symbol for Jewish people.

“Yes, there were some mistakes
committed by the church,” he said
in an interview, ““We actually were
{not aware that there would be such

deep teelings on the part of Jews|

toward this place.”

| Remarks by Cardinal Glemp last

- month resisting the relccation of a

" Catholic corvent from Auschwitz

' offended many Jews and pushed
Polish-Jewish relauons to a cfisis
point. About 25 milliss of the 4
million people who were killed by
the Nazis at Auschsit dunrg

" World War 11 were Jews, and many
Jews have objected 10 the convent's
presence as an inirusion icto wkat
lh:ly say should be a Jewish memo-
ri

In the intervisw, Cardinal
' Glemp confirmed that e pow f2-
- vored moving the convent an¢ reaf-
firmed the validity of tie 1387
agreement between the Roman
atholic Church and Jewish orga-
nizations to relocate the church
building, He said that the Carmel-
itt puns would de moved away
{rom the camp.

He added that the Jewish people
also must understand the umpor-
tance that Auschwitz, or Oswiecim,
has for Poles.

“We know that Jews went
thro the Holocaust and they

ificed 50 many lives," he said,
“but we also would like them {o
know that Poles also went through
exterminatons at Oswienm,”

In swatements last month, the
cardinal had sought to renegotiate

the agreement to move the convent,

callin
then that Jewish insistence that the
church honor the agreement was an
affront to Polish sovereignty and
Polish| suffering during the Nazi

* 1

mglhrnunswmﬂdbetouupm-
sive.

{ occupation. He also said that mov-

TheJ primate’s attempt at concili-
ation in the interview Saturday fol-
jowed a Vatican statgment last
week ' that supported the 1987
agreement and offercd to help pay
for a new convent to be buili some
distanes {rom Auschwitz,

Refieciing 2 widely keld owinion
in this overwhelzingly Caiasiic
couniry. Cagcina! Glerip scid the
Cacmelite nun: hag scilleg i
Aunschwiy i 1584 “vath good -
lentions’ and phei i wos 231 ey
for Polish Carnalies "o unczssiand
why the oo avanl's grerense wag o
fensive to . -ws, Me said thz shurch
woult havz o caplain in ever,
Cathalic garish the Jewish wew
that the oaly fiting memorial a3 &
site whese so many Jews wvere
gessed and buned i Smpingss
_ang gilence.

“Taat's why 1 would Like o get
petter understanding of Shoah,

ardina! Glemp scid, using the He-
brew word for the Nazi exierming-
uon of Jews.

The cardinal said that he had
had no direct contaci with the Fo-
lish-born Pope Jokn Paul 1 on the
Auschwitz controversy, but that he
had changed s mind about the
agreement last waek to Britain.
During his visit there, he met with
several prominent British Sews, in-
cluding Sir Sigmund Stemnberg, &

)t unacceptable. He said .

!

|

|

 philanthropist who heads the Inter-
natona! Council of Christians and *

Jews.
*“The Jews in London were really

See GLEMP, Page 6 /

"GLEMP: ~

Refiections

(Contirued from page 1)

very polite 1ad nice and we reached
some undersianding,” Cardinal
Glemp sajd. He contrasted their

~ demcanor with what he called the

“unpléeasant” behavior of several
Amencan Jewish students, led by

¢ Rabbi Avraham Weiss, who scaled

the convent fence in July to protest
the failure to move the nuns by

! Febrvary. the promised deadline.

The Amenican Jews were thrown
out by construttiof workers. 7

_ The proiest offended many Po-
Usi Cathstes, For many, it was

+ iheir irs: -aiing of a controversy

thzt begzs in 1985 wakk wnller
prolesis by Belgian Jews,

T2z, 5 9 osermon 09 Aug. 9,
S Zenp advised Imash
groups 1oL Y0 CGiclate” demands
kit cowd Gic, ot med, or speak
from ke zoftoz 9 © paople
raised shove xi ethers "

Cardinal Clemp said thai those
whe read ani-Semilista tnto his
remaris, o into the Polish church’s
failure to meet the deadline jor
moving the nunas, were themselves
gailty of a kind of anti-Polonism
and were inscnsitive 10 the impor-
tance of Auschwitz as a symbol to
Poles. He also said parts of his
speech had becn 1aken out of con- *
text

Catholic and Jewish intellectuals
here say the dispule reflects wide-
spread ignorance in Poland about
the extent of Jewish sufiering dur-
iag the war. They say the ignorance
is parly the result of 40 years of
state censorship, which limited
open discussion of Nazi genocide
toward European Jews and of the
anti-Semitism that permeates Po-
lish society.
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Issue No. 63 danuary 1990

A GOOD
ENIGHT’S WORK

The sad story of the Convent ut Auschs
witz s, by now, ull oo well Known,
Carmelite Sisters converted an old Inald-
mg. which once housed Zyvhlun B 2us und
which furms part of the penmeter wall ot
the conceatration camp, inte a Comvent
From a Polish Cathelic point of view the
maintenance of & constant priver vigil ot
this terrible place is a natital response.
Countless  Poles  Jicd st Auschwiz,
Howaver, from a lewish point of vew it
amacks of the demal of the umguengss of
e Jowish teagadv. @ pliving down Gt the
fewish dimension. ihe expropriation o
something that is ours 2nd ours glong. The
role of the Catholic Church in the Shosh
was at hest ambiguous and the aascrtion ol
fte place at the svmbolic heart of the
rragedy scems inscositive and offensive

When a group frem the Manor House
Socicty visited Ausvhwitz last Apnl, whar
many found the last straw wus the huge
woaden cross visible from most parts of the
camp.

The story of Jewish protest is also well
known. This finally led i Febraary 1957 to
the signing by five cardinais of an agree-
ment in Geneva that the Convent would
move within two years. More than two
years later the Convent had stil} pot moved
and Cardinal Glemp, Primate of Poland.
kad appuared (o be using some strideny
protests from American Jewry as an ex-
cus. Insisting on secing them as a sign of
Jewish “aggression” and bad fuith.

Curdinal Glemp visited Britain last Sep-
tember and  apparently re-affirmed the
refusul 10 move at a speech in Bristol.

fr was all the more remarkable, there-
fore, that by the foliowing cvening he had
sgned a letrer re-affirming the Geneva
agreement

Fhe credit for faciesting the change of
@ind must go to Sir Sigmund Steraberg,
©ver the past few years, Sir Sigmund,
€hairman of the International Council of
Christians and Jews, nas devoted much
#me to building links with the highest
schelons of the Catholic Church. His papal
&nighthood was a mark of the respect and
csteem in which he is held. Eschewing
stridency and accusations of anti-Scmitism,

#c vpened communications with Cardinal

Glemp, offering explanations for Jewish
sensitivity and endeavouring to understand
#he significance Auschwitz holds for Poles.
Mc rcfused to indulge in inflammatory
Raguage even when some of Glemp's
gronouncements were sending shudders

R NERSY N [SSRL I Npp—— Y
" b LR *

‘Fic distanced himself from e accus-
ahions being made against the Catholic
(.'..hurcn m Poland and kept talking. When
(_:!emp came (o Britain, he agreed 1o 3
private dinner with Sir Sipmund. This was
also attended by the Polish Ambassador. a
handful of Catholic clerics, Dr. Antony
Polonsky and Rabbi Tony Bayficld. It »s
belicved that neither the Chief Rabbi nor
the President of the Board of Deputies feh
able o attend the dinner,

Sir Sigmund drafted 2 letter in English
and Pelish and Cardinal Glemp agreed to
sige . The letter contained an ﬁno&:ﬁivcca!
cammitment to the speedy remeval of e
Comven: ©© 2 new site well zizide the
nerimeter walls aid te the constrection of g
new Ecumenicai Centre. & 2ho fecognised
thai “the tragedy of tire Shoei: i beyond
tomparisorn.”

At dinnes, Rabbi Buyfield suggssia ot
n appropiiate tume in the future, 2 guliic
ceremony of reconciliation between Cazhe-
lics and Jews in Poland and also invited
Cardinal Glemp to speak ar the Stemberg
Centre when he is next in England.

Mid-way through the evening, with
Cardinal Glemp's permission, Sir Sigmund
‘phoncd The Times and The Jewisk Chroni-
a’?. A report and editorial appearcd in The
Times the following morning.

Sir Sigmund is cautious. The Convent
hes not yet moved. Me is anxious tha:
lemporary accommodation be erected as
soon 4s possible so that lewish/Catholic
;claténns ere not further harmed by huild-
ing delays. Almost immediately after the
dinner Sir Sigmund flew 0 Rome to
continue negotiations with the Vatican.
Only when the Convent is finally vacated
witl the end of the matter Be in sight but it
would not be incautious 10 record an
extraordinary diplomatic triumph for Sir
Sigmund Sternberg,
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Siv Sigmund Stewmbazg U.Str.J. KCSC JF
Stgr Housa,Grafeon Read,
London NW3 4BD
I f f;,
L - <
Desr S4ir Sigmund, ' Werszaw 12th October 1990

Thank yeu vary much for your lziusov, wiieh I recsivad on Serptembder 10.

In wrfuzowos 2o 30 IBRRGONEEE AT ol tolEaruarineRElfe i swing information
reo 5 Lo RE = 4 wen of the Foundetion Bosyd

for T e R T A S (T

) e 5 B %Al

2 ™ A ! T e e Coa 2R DULLders infrassructure
has ; ;R we s Bnaw egnnesced.

3. 02 7o toman Bl whe SR TES i BRC L adSiovelk o0 condleted:

&) the agpimdisfrotive Buliclifg 4m Les basic state. lts first visitors
will be accepted in the spring;

b) the foundaticas of the convent and the exzavaticn for the main building
of the Centra,
4. By the winter it 1s plamned: to complete the interior of the admiziscrative
building and two storeéys of the convent. -

The pluans are dependent on weatherx condicions.

Thank you very much for your tenewsd invitation. If health allows me,
I snall be glad to visit London.

Sincaraly yours
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COMMISSION
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity
28.2.90

prot.No. 3 J4/90/D

Dr Leon A. FELDMAN
1JCIC

FAX 212-6B6-8673

Dear Professor Feldman,

Thank you for your message through
fax of February 22 and the enclosed documantation concerning
the groundbreaking at Auschwitz, last February 19,

I am glad to implement the information provided on
this same event, during our meeting on February 14, in
sending the enclosed reports from "L'Osservatore Romano"
(February 23, 1990) and the Vatican Radio (February 20, 1990).

With kind regards, in shalem,

o o i

Pier Francesco Fumagalli

(with 2 enclosures)
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_Inizio della costruzione
“del Centro
d informazioni,

incontri, dialogo.
e preghiera ad Auschwitz.

Il 10 jebbraio 1890 si aono reca!i nel cantiare s Em. Card.
Franciszek Macharski, arcivescovo meiropolita di Cracovia ed
il Ministro Jacek Ambrorick, capo della Presidenza del Consiglio
dei Ministrl, accompagnati doi rappresentanti del clero e del
comune di Auschwitz,

Iniziando simbolicamente - lavori di scavo S. Em. Card.
Macharski ha detto tra l'altro:

¢ In questo momento il mio pensiero, il mio cuore sf rivolge
a Dio, a Dio Onnipotente e Misericordioso pregandolo ardente.
mente di voler benedire pli sforzi di tutil coloro che hanno of-
ferta per la costrurione del Centro { loro pensieri, le loro forze,
il loro spirito di sacrificio, la loro accorieaza ed il loro desiderio
di pace.. Che la giustizia, la pace e I'amore si irradino da que-
sto luogo. Gli uomini possano trovare qui le forze pecessarie per
superare tutto cid che lf divide — in nome di quel bene che & per *
not fl pitt importante dopo Dio — per 4 Dene dell'uomo, E' ¢id
che esprimono questi movimenty de!la z2appa, Vinizlo ﬁxlco della
costruzione »,

-

It mmsire Aol -u:u?o ha soifolivania In mmnzémsnmﬁu
del Museo di Auschwite e del nuovo Ceniro auspicando una fu
tura collabururione &1 essi. Ji Museo rappresentia un monito, men.
tre il Ceniro dovrebbe diventare un luogo d'inconiro di varie
relipioni e di varie nazioni. 4 nome del governo ha promesso di
assistere le auloritd ecclesiali nella sua costruzione. Ha messo in
rilievo lg portata mondiale di Auschwitz gquale luogo dove i po-
Poio elrou le wbuls il mapplor avmern dl vittims, Hg 2arketo , -
anche della necessild di disporre diversamente alcune esposizio-
ni del Museo e délla prossima istituzione di un Consiglio Scien -
tifico Internazionale che collaborerd alla nammiom di tali
trasformaziond.

All'inizio dei lavori di costrusione del Ceniro ha fmo rifers
mento anche il primo minfsiro Todeuss Mazowiecki nella sua
dichiarazione promunciaia davanti alle fslscamere della TV po-
lacca dopo il colloguio con 4 presidente del Congresso Mondia-
le Ebraico, il sig. Edgar Bronfman, sotlolineando che la presen
2a del rappresentonte governativo alla cerimonia di Auschwits
egprime la presa di posizione del poverno polacco. Ha espresso
l'intenzione di eliminare ogni genere di atiriti dal rapporii trg
{ polacchi e gl ebrei, per condannare poi ogni jorma di antise.
mitismo, che bisogna combatiere oliraverso una giusta educa-
2ione.

STEFAN WILKANOWICZ

AL D RS s e
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VATKAN RADIO  Powlu A
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RADIOGIORNALE ' MARTEDI' 20 FEBBRAIO 1990
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Le altre notizie - 3

4) - L'ARﬁIVESCOVD DI MADRID, ANGEL SUQUIA GOICOECHEA, RIELETTO
STAMANE PRESIDENTE DELLA CONFERENZA EPISCOPALE~SPAGNOLA -
PER TRE ANKNI

' MADRID.= L'assembles plenaria dei vescovi spagnoli, riunita da

. deri a Madrid, ha rieletto stamane l'arcivescovo della capitale

gpagnola, i1 cardinale Angel Suquia Goicoechea, presidente della
Conferenza episcopale per i progsimi tre anni, Durante i} di--
gcorso da lui pronunciato ieri all'apertura dei lavori dell'as-
semblea, il porporato tra 1'altro ha esortato i cattoliei ad e~
sprimere le loro ¢onvinzioni in ogmi campo, "ad esempio - ha ag-
giunto - nell'annunciata riforma dell'insegnamento™ o "di fronte
211a possibile liberalizzazione completa dell'aborto nelle prime
settimane di gravidanza". Su questo terreno - ha sottolineato il
cardinale Suquia Goicoechea - "pnoi credenti non possiamo rimane-
re inattivi".

5) - COMINCIATA IN POLONIA LA COSTRUZIONE DEL CENTRO INTERNAZIO-
NALE DI PREGHIERA ALL'ESTERNQ DEL CAMPO DI CORCENTRAMERTO
DI AUSCHWITZ., INTERVENUTI IBRI ALLA POSA DELLA PRIMA PIETRA
IL CARDINALE MACHARSKI E UN RAPPRESENTANTE DEL GOVERNO PO-
LACCO :

VARSAVIA.= Con una speciale cerimonia, & stata posta deri la
prima pietra del Centro internazionale di dialogo e di preghiera
all'esterno di guello che fu il campo di sterminio di Auschwite,
dove &1 trasferiranno anche le suore carmelitane abbandonando 1lo
edificio in cui adesso risiedono & ridosso del recinto. Alla ceri-
monia sono intervenuti il cardinale Franciszek Macharski, arei-
vegscovo di Cracovia, nella cui diocesl 2 situata la localitd il
cul nome polacco & Oswiecim, e il capo del'ufficio del consiglio
dei ministri Jacek Ambroziak. Fonti di stampa (Reuter) riferi-
sconé ¢he non vi erano rappresentanti ebrei tra le venti persone
che hanno preso parte alla cerimonia. S4 ritiene che la costru-
zione del centro sia destinata a risolvere la controversia sol-
levata da organizzazioni ebraiche circa 1la presenza delle suore
carmelitane nel perimetro del campo. Come e¢ra stato concordato
fin dal 1987 tra esponenti della Chiess cattolica e dell'Ebrai-
smo & Ginevra, il centro avrd carattere ecumenico e gorgerd a
meg20 chilometro di distanza dal campo vero ¢ proprio, su un'area
di tre ettari e mezzo. I1 nome ufficiale & Centro di informazio=-
ne, dialogo, istruzione ¢ preghiera. Comprenderd sale di riumio-~
ni e conferenze, una mostra, una biblioteca e alloggil per un
centinaic di ospiti, Le suore carmelitane avranno riservata una
ala dell'edificio. Non & poesibile per ora sapere quando 41 cen=
tro sard pronto. Il primo ministro Tadeusz Mazowiecki, che ha
incontrato i presidente del Congresso mondiale ebraico, Bdsar
Bronfman, ha sottolineato la volontd polacca di rimuovere tutti
gli ostacoli con la comunitd ebraica e il rifiuto di ogni mani-
festazione antisemitica.
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Ground broken

for prayer site
at Auschwitz

WARSAW (AP)—Ground was broken yesterday for a
prayer center that officials hope will end the long-festering
dispute over a Roman Catholic convent at the Auschwitz
death camp. .

Also yesterday, Edgar Bronfman, president of the
World Jewish Congress, met with President Wojciech Jaru-
zelski and Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki and declared
later: “There are no outstanding problems between the
Jewish people and Poland.”

The convent housing about a dozen Carmelite nuns on
the edge of the Nazi death camp has angered Jews and
others worldwide who see it as an intrusion of Christian
symbols at a site where most of the victims were Jews.

The Roman Catholic Church agreed at negoliations in
1987 in Switzerland to relocate the nums to an interfaith
Frayer and education center farther from the camp, hut a

ebruary 1989 deadline for moving the nuns was missed.

After Polish church officials balked last year at fulfill-
ing the agreement, the Vatican intervened in September and
w eld the decision. The new Solidarity-led government of

azowiecki also has worked to speed up construction of the
new cenler.

Cardinal Franciszek Macharski of Krakow, whose
archdiocese has jurisdiction over the sile near the southern

ICard?nai Franciszek Macharski breaks ground for
a prayer center located just outside Auschwitz

Polish city of Nswiecim, presided over the ground-breaking
ceremony. /

“May justice. peace and love radiate from this place
and Iet people find enough strength in this place to over-

Please turn to Page 5§
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for Auschwitz center

Continued from Page One

come what divides them, for
the ... good of mankind,” Macharski
said as he took a shovel and dug oul a
few scoopfuls of dirt.

During his meeting in Warsaw
with Bronfman, Macharski said his gov-
ernment's support of the project was
illustrated by the presence at the cere-
mony of Jacek Ambroziak, head of the
Office of the Council of Ministers and
the prime minister’s close aide.

“This is not only a matter for Po-
land or Europe,” Ambroziak said be-
fore the ceremony. “The construction
of this center will have international
significance in view of the extermina-
tion of the Jewish nation, which here
sulfered the greatesl losses."

The first phase of construction
will be to erect a temporary fence
around the site, now an empty field
with a few trees in the distance and a
sign announcing the planned construe-
tion.

Bronfman called the ground-
breaking “very important.”

Citing the prayer center construc-
tion. Poland's plans to launch full diplo-
matic relations with Israel next week,
and the government’s pledge to fight

anti-Semitism, Bron[man said outside
Mazowiecki’s office: “There are no out-
standing problems betwcen the Jewish
people and Poland.”

But Bronfman said he did not
know exactly when the interfaith
center would be completed and the
nuns moved.

“] don't think deadlines are use-
ful.” he said. "It creates a kind of emo-
tionalism that 1 think is not good, so |
did not press for an absolute deadline.
The Sﬁiril was, as soon as possible.”

e also expressed concern at what
he called “a resurgence of anti-Semi-
tism in Poland.”

This “is part, 1 suppose. of the
Price of democracy.” BronIman said.
‘It you are {ree to do anvthing clse, vou
are free also to not like people.”

But he said the government’s
stance against anti-Semitism is "very
clear.”

"I express the intention of the Pol-
ish government in all matters relating
to Polish-Jewish relations 1o arrange
them successfully and to remove all
frictions,” said Mazowiecki. in a brief
statement after the meeting.

“We are thoroughly opposed to
any form of anti-Semitism and we be-
lieve that . .. it should be counteracted

Associated Prass

Polisk. Prime Minisfer Tadeus: Mazowieckl, right, shakes hands with
Worlid Jewlish Congress President Edgar M. Bronfman during a meeting
in Warsaw

by every means.”

The new religious center at Ausch-
witz will be about a quarter-mile from
the death camp on a nine-acre site.

Known officiallv as the Center for

Information, Dialoiue. Educatlon and
Prayer at Auschwitz, it will include
meeting rooms, exhibition and confer-
ence halls, a library and accommoda-
tions for nearly 100 peaple, PAP said.
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on new home

for nuns of Auschwitz

OSWIZE.CM (Rmtcr) A Catholic
cardinal and 8 Polish government
-minister dug the frst spadefuls of
earth yesterday on the site of a

planned interfaith centre intended
. to replace the controversial Carmel-

#e convent at Auschwitz,
' Prime Minister Tadeusz
Mazewiecki and World Jewish Con-
gress president Edgar Bronfman,
who met in Warsaw yesterday, said
the start of construction was a major
step towards ending the dispute over
the convent and improving Poland’s
relations with Jews worldwide.
“We expressed the conviction
that today's laying of the corner-
stone for the Auschwitz -centre

" marks the beginning of solving this
prob!cm, Mazowiecki -said  after
; :meeung Bronfman.

At Auschwitz, Cardinal Francis-

26k Macharski and cabines minister’

_Jacek Ambrozak symbolically dug

- the earth, but there were no Jewish
' represcnmum among the 20 peo- .

Mazowech said the ceremony
showed his government’s tatal op-
position to anti-Semitism. -

*The position of the Pohsh gov-
emment on anti-Semitism and fight-
ing any forms of it is clear. We are
totally opposed to it,” he said. -

Bronfman, who visits Auschwitz

today, said there were signs of a risg

of anti-Semitism in Poland, but add-
ed: “There are no outstanding prob-
lems between the Jewish p:oplc and

Poland.”

He said a visit to Poland next
week by Foreign Minister Moshe
Arens to sign an agreement re-esta-
lishing diplomatic ties after 23 yearss
showed the two coxmmes had

healed their rifts,

“The péw centre’s site is 800 me-
.tres from the present convent, built
in 1984,

Jewish orgamsanons were ‘out-
raged by the church’s failure ¢o hon-
- our a 1987 agreement to move the
_coavent by February last year.

ple at the ceremony.
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GROUND BROKEN FOR PRAYER CENTER
TO REPLACE CONVENT AT AUSCHWITZ
By Susan Blrobaum and Allison Kaplan

NEW YORK, Feb. 19 (JTA) — Ground was
broken Monday for the interfaith prayer and
education center that is to replace the Carmelite
convent at Auschwitz,

The ceremony was attended by Cardinal
Franciszek Macharski of Krakow, in whose diocese
Auschwitz lies, and representatives of the Polish
government. No Jewish leaders attended.

News that the ground-breaking ccremony
would take place Monday was reported Friday by
the World Jewish Congress and confirmed by the
International Jewish Committee for  Interfaith
Consultations, or IJCIC, which has been negotiat-
ing with the Vatican on the issue.

Elan Steinberg, WIC executive director,

claimed that *the first spade had been struck” om i

Monday as a direet result of negotiations between
his group and the Polish government. A WIC
delegation arrived Sunday night in Warsaw, for
meetings with Poland’s leaders.

On Monday, Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo-
wiecki opened his conversation with the visiting
WIC leaders by personally apologizing for “the
hurt caused by the Auschwitz convent controver-

" Steinberg said.

He said Mazowiecki told WIC President Ed-
gar Bronfman, in a live television broadcast,
“Today, . the cornerstone _is being laid for the
center, as a first step in the implementation of
the agreement.” )

Last Thursday, the president of the Bishops
Conference for Relations With the Jews, Bishop
Gaston Poulain, launched a fund-raising appeal
among French Catholics for construction of the

. new center.

Nuns Still Not Leaving - -
: The construction work, which may take up
to a year and a half, solves only a part of the

problem posed by the convent. The estimated 17 .
nuns living there apparently have not left the -

site, and it is not clear when they will.
Steinberg said the WIC leaders will have a
better idea of the timetable when they visit

Auschwitz on Tuesday, when a representative of -

the Polish Catholic Church will officially present
the delegation with the government's commitment
to build the center and to move the nuns there.

Commenting on the ground-breaking, Stein-
berg said that Catholic-Jewish relations “have
takéen an important step forward today.”

These were also the words of the chairman
of 1JCIC,:Seymour Reich, who met with Vatican
officials last week in Rome.

Reich called the ground-breaking “a concrete

expression of an intention to resolve the matter.
I sense a good-faith attitude on the part of
Vatican officials.”

Reich, who is also president of B'nai B'rith
International and chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, said the Vatican officials acknowledged
“that the wrong procedures were used™ to try to
oust the nuns.

In Brussels, meanwhile, progress on the
construction of the interfaith center near Ausch-

witz did not stop several hundred demonstrators
Sunday from expressing anger over the slow pace
of the convent's removal,

A leading Belgian Jew said the construction
work “will certainly last scveral ycars, and may
be slopped at any moment because u!' lack of
money.”

The dcmonslratmn was called by ‘the Coordi-
nating Committee of Belgian Jewish Organizations.
The Belgian Jewish ‘community has been at the
forefront of protests' against the convent, Since
its presence was first made known in 1985,

The chairman of the Coordinating Committee,
Lazard Perez, remarked on a disturbing coalition
of members of extreme right-wing groups and
neo-Nazis, “who are eager to support those who
refuse to remove the Auschwitz convent.” .

(JTA correspondent Yossi Lempkowicz
Bmsse!s comrlbum.’ to; ‘this report)
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/ork on new convent
to start near Auschwitz

Abvkedge v 2/14] 70
, .  WARSAW (AP)—Construction is to
begin today on a religious center to
iouse Roman Catholic nuns who have
outraged many Jews by refusing to
‘leave a convent at the edge of the
"Auschwitz death camp.

Prime Minister Tadeusz Ma-
zowiecki and Edgar Bronfman, presi-
-dent of the World Jewish Congress, are
to announce the start of building after
meeting in Warsaw, spokesmen said.

The groundbreaking will come
nearly a year after the Feb, 22, 1989,
deadline ?or moving the nuns under a
1987 accord reached by Catholic and
Jewish religious leaders in Geneva.

Jewish groups and others view the

resence of the small group of Carme-
Fite nuns as an offensive intrusion of
_ Christianity at the death camp, built by
‘the Nazis mainly to exterminate Jews
.becaise of their religion.

- Despite the Geneva agreement,

land's shattered economy, said Marem
Stern, political consultant to the Worl
Jewish Conference. 3

“It is not that we are anti-Pol-
ish but it is an issue that has to be
solved, and quickly because with this
whole opening of Poland we have a lot
of Jews who are ready to come here
and invest,” Stern said in an interview |
yesterday. '

Bronfman will tell Mazowiecki
that help is ready, “but he will also,
have to explain that he will not do any- |
thing until this is solved,” Stern said.

The convent issue touches on deep-
ly sensitive issues in Poland, where a
pre-World War II Jewish population of
3.5 million has been reduced to several
thousand.

About 3 million Polish Jews were
killed duriﬁ the war. Most of those
who survived subsequently enﬁgitied,
n

-the last wave of departures

the Polish church, with backing from  place after an anti-Semitic politi
- other quarters in overwhelmingly Cath- purgein1968.
- olic Poland, balked at moving the nuns Known officially as the Center for

~from a former theater used by the

- Nazis as a warehouse to store Zyklon B
.cylinders for the gas chambers.

. After international outery grew,

the Vatican intervened and announced

-~ 1ts support for the construction of the

>.religious center. It will be a quarter-

Information, Dialogue, Education and

Prayer at Auschwitz, the new building

will include meeting rooms, exhibition |

and m:éaeztfm }ulls, a ‘f"'i‘{ﬁ and ac-

commodations for near

PAP said. 7 19 pespe,
A separate section of the buildi

- mile from the death camp é6n 2 mine-  will house the convent, the Rev. Mare:
- acre site, the official news agency PAP  Glownia sald. The archdiocese of Kra-

said yesterday. : roo kow appointed Glownia to lead the
he presence of the Auschwitz  center and oversee construction. =~ -
“convent représents a “most, most seri- The Vatican has pledged financial
* ous fssue” to the international Jewish  support for the construction, and funds
7 ommunity, which is prepared to assist  also will be raised by foundations and
~in transforming post-Communist Po-  churches elsewhere in Europe.
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~ Time and elements erode Holocaust museum

OSWIECIM, Poland (AP)—If the
masses of human hair turn matted and
the piles of inmates’ shoes fall apart,
museum conservators wonder how fu-
ture generations will know the horror
of the Auschwitz concentration camp.

Alarmed by the worsening condi-
tion of the barracks, gas chambers, cre-
matoria and archives of victims' be-
langings, a team of Western specialists
has volunteered to map out a preserva-
%i'on effort that could cost up to $40 mil-

ion.

The Culture Ministry of the new
non-Communist Polish government also
has formed a commission to change the
35-year-old museum exhibition, which
highlights the Soviet army’s liberation
of the camp but mentions the Holocaust
only in passing.

"lr nothing is done, in 10 to 20
years, this site will be practically non-
existent,” said Frank Reiss, vice presi-
dent of the New York-based Ronald S.
Lauder Foundation. "It is falling apart.
Itis in urgent need of repair.”

The foundation struck an agree-
ment with the government-run museum
to .provide technical advice and raise
funds for the preservation, It sent a
team of experts, including the chief
conservator from New York's Metro-
politan Museum of Art, to assess the
* damage in December.

“The tens of thousands of pairs of
shoes, if you touch them, they fall to
dust,” Reiss said. “The ruins of the gas
chambers, they have to be preserved,
but as ruins, not put back together Hol-
. lywood-style."

" Nazi Germany built the Auschwitz

_.concentration camp and the adjacent
Birkenau death camp in southern Po-
“land to carry out Adolf Hitler’s “Final

. Solution.” Estimates of the number of

. people killed there range to 4 million,
mostly Jews from across Europe. Vie-
tims also included Gypsies, homosexu-
als and political prisoners.

Experts seek fo preserve evidence
of death camp horror in Poland

- Partly demolished as the Red
Army approached, Auschwilz was li-
berated on Jan. 27, 1945. The camp re-
mains much as it was left: The sign
reading in German “Work Makes You
Free” above the gates, the train tracks
bisecting the vast expanse of Birkenau
and ending feet from its destroyed cre-
matoria.

Inside a brick barracks at Ausch-
witz Is a museum exhibit opened in the
mid-1950s, The masses of hair, piles of
shoes and mounds of eyeglasses, artifi-
cial limbs, suitcases and baby clothes
give the human toll a vivid dimension.

The museum staff, headed by for-
mer inmate Kazimierz Smolen, has
struggled with the beautifying effect of
ever-growing grass, the soothing sound
of birds singing and the government's
limited resources to maintain the
camp's hellish authenticity.

It is left largely to the silent testi-
mony of the names on the suitcases and
a separate, less-visited exhibit support-
ed by foreign Jewish groups to remind
visitors that the camp existed mainly to
exterminate Jews.

The site is o!ﬂclalrlgr known as a
“Monument to the Ma yrdom of the
Polish and Other Nations.” The official
guldebook describes the concentration
camps as the main Nazi weapon
against “‘conquered people, mainly

Cywinska has named an independent
Auschwitz commission, including muse-
um experts and religious experts,

“The commission is to see whether
the exhibition fully reflects the histori-
cal truth and whether it speaks to

ounger generations,” said Krysyna
arszalek-Mlynczyk, the vice minister
leading the panel.

Commissioners found many prob-
lems with the exhibit commentary on a
recent inspection.

“There is a phrase: ‘All Poles
spontaneously helped Jews." Every
word of this phrase could be ques-
tioned,” said Francisiek Cemka, head of
the Department of Museums.

“It was not all, and it was not al-
ways spontaneous. They were under the
threat of death, so one was more bold,
one was less."

Reiss said the foundation wants
the preservation efforl to ensure “that
the real story be told, that at Birkenau,

Slavs, above all the Polish nation and |

the peoples of the US.SR., as well as
Jews and other persons considered to
be such.”

Poland's new government [s read
to tackle such sensitive issues. Pro-Soli-

darity Culture Minister Izabella

95 percent or more of the prisoners
killed were Jews.”

The Polish and international
teams also face difficult conservation
problems, such as how to preserve bar- | .
racks built by inmate laborers.

“We cannot just replace the bar-
racks with new timber or strengthen
the roofs with concrete, as they will tell
us later that we have falsified it all”
Marszalek-Mlynczyk said.

Pollution and a rainy climate also
make things worse, Smolen said.

Still, there is no imminent danger
to the artifacts, the museum director
said. His staff of 175 already has a
preservation program in place, though
with limited funds. The museum had a
1989 conservation budget of about
$35,000.

With as many as 10,000 visitors
coming daily to the museum, the com-
mission also plans to work with the sur-
rounding town on developing accommo-
dations, including the interfaith prayer
center to house nuns whose convent on
the camp perimeter led to a dispute
with Jewish groups.

“I hate to be pragmatic about
these things, but Auschwitz is a No. 1

tourist attraction in Poland,” Reiss
said.
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Ground broken for new convent for nuns living at Auschwitz
By'Religious News Service :

(RNS) -'A Roman Cathollc leader jomed with a representative of the Polish government
Feb. 19 in breaking ground for the site of a new convent for a group of Carmelite nuns now
living at the site of the Auschwitz concentration camp.

The ceremonial gestures by Cardinal Franciszek Macharski and Jacek Ambroz:ak.

a representative of Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki, took place almost three years to
the day after Cardinal Macharski and three other European cardinals signed an agreement - -
pledging to have the convent relocated by the end of February 1989.

When the deadline came and went with no progress last year, Jewish groups reacted in
anger. The presence of nuns at the site has been a source of controversy between Catholics and
Jews who beheve that Auschwitz should be free of any sectarian structures.

The situation heated up last year with a July protest by a group of American Jews led by
Rabbi Avi Weiss of the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, N.Y., who scaled the convent walls and
were beaten by Polish construction workers. Cardinal Macharski subsequently announced that he
had abandoned plans to build a center for Christian-Jewish dialogue near the site because of
what he called the *atmosphere of aggression and disquiet sown among us™ by the protests.

Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp further inflamed tensions by telling Jews not to *“talk with us
from the position of a people raised above all others™ and implying that the demonstrators at the
convent site might have killed the nuns if they had not been evicted.

The controversv anneared to be headed for a resolution last September when Cardinal

Glemp agreed to implement the Feb. 22, 1987 agreement, following a dinner meeting in London
with Sir Sigmund Stemnberg, chairman of the executive board of the International Council of
Christians and Jews.

According to press reports in the West, Jaroslaw Sczcepanski, a spokesman for the Polish
government, said the start of the construction was directly linked to the re-establishment of
diplomatic ties between Poland and Israel, which was scheduled to take place Feb. 27.

“The government attaches great significance to the construction of a house of prayers,” he said.

When the convent is completed, the 14 nuns at the Auschwitz site will be relocated to the
new facility about 500 yards away. No deadline has been set for the completion of the project.

The groundbreaking took place during a visit to Poland by Edgar Bronfman, chairman of
the World Jewish Congress. Mr. Bronfman was received in Warsaw by President Wojchiech ’
Jaruzelski and Prime Minister Mazowiecki. He sent a representative to the groundbreaking
ceremony arnd was scheduled to visit Auschwitz the following day.

Rabbi Weiss described the groundbreaking as “a first step in the right direction,” but he
suggested that the nuns could move into temporary quarters while the new facility is being built.

“Every day the nuns remain on Auschwitz grounds is a violation of the solemn 1987
Jewish-Catholic accord for their removal and is a desecration of the memory of the six million.

Jewish victims of the Holocaust.™ Rabbi Weiss said.
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ba/Filip Horvat
The Carmelite convent at the Auschwitz death camp in Poland is
to be moved. An interfaith center will be built in its place.

-of the European Jewish Congress tna.., X

‘Josef Cardinal .Glemp, spoke*:
."against the agreement as the -deas

" lic leaders and Solidarity. Some of hig;

Nuns Are to Quit
Site at Auschwitz’

-By'l'he Associaled Press

Jewish groups announced yester- -
day that they had settled a bitter con- -
ict with the Roman Catholic Church, -
moving a Carmelite convent from the * -
grounds of the Auschwitz concentra- ° .
tion camp in Poland. '
Groundbreaking is expected to be- " :
gin on Monday on an interfaith center
outside the gates of the former.death
camp, and the center will be the new
home of the Carmelite order, said
Elan Steinberg, chief of the New
York-based World Jewish Congress.
The group of Carmelite nuns estab-
lished a convent on the concentration-
camp grounds in 1984 in a building ,
that had once stored the Zyklon-B gas
used in the gas chambers. Two mil-
lion Jews died there in World War I1.
Prutests against the convent began - -{:
in France and spread around the °
world. In what became known as the -{,
Geneva Agreement of 1987, Cat.hohc
bishops agreed with representanm =

remove the convent and build an in-
terfaith center off the grm.mdsu
Poland’s Roman Catholic P

line passed and his comments led £
strong rebukes by Jewish andta :

criticism was dirgcted at Jewish pro~g;

testers who climbed over the fence o £
" "the convent during a protest t.here. =
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By RUTH E. GRUBER

WARSAW — A Polish bishop ac-
tive in Catholic-Jewish dialogue as-
sured a group of visiting American
rabbis recently that the dispute over
the Carmelite convent at Auschwitz
is on the way to a satisfactory reso-
lution.

Bishop Henryk Muszynski,
chairman of the Polish Episcopate’s
Commission for Dialogue with the
Jews, said construction would begin
soon on an interfaith center to which
nuns from the Auschwitz convent
would be relocated. He said he
hoped the new home for the nuns
would be the first part of the center
to be built.

]

Muszynski met with a 30-mem-
ber United Jewish Appeal rabbinic
mission touring Eastern Europe. He
was accompanied by a leading Soli-
darity member. of Parliament,
Janusz Onyszkiewicz, who said the
Solidarity-led government is look-
ing forward to close relations with
Israel. /

The bishop tried to explain why it
istaking solong to relocate the nuns.
They were supposed to have moved
off the Auschwitz grounds in Febru-
ary 1989, according to an agreement

reached two years earlier in Geneva

by a group of European cardinals
and Jewish leaders.

* Activities to build [the interfaith

930

center] will start as soon as possible
in the spring,"" he said.

A joint committee of church and
government leaders is forming in
Krakow specifically to promote its
construction, the bishop added. As
of now, he said, “the nuns are still in
the convent."”

Muszynski explained that “it's
very hard to expect them to move
from one provisional place to an-
other, and in Krakow there is no
other place for them to move.” Kra-
kow is the nearest large city to Aus-
chwitz and the seat of the Catholic
archdiocese. :

“We have to do everything possi-
ble to start building the center,” the
bishop said. *'First, T think we
should build the part for the nuns.”

He stressed, however, that the
problem is not only building the
center and moving the nuns there,
but changing the atiitude of the Pol-
ish people on the subject.

“There's a very strong opposition
in Poland against moving the nuns,”
Muszynski confided. “We need
time to prepare Polish public opin-
ion.

“We have had 45 years of our his-
tory now without contact with the
Jews. Dialogue is very difficult,” he
said. **We have to explain every-
thing from the very beginning.”’

Muszynski explained that to
Poles, establishing the convent at

Convent dispute said nearing solutior

ey e A R R T

S At e e

Auschwitz meant placing areligic
symbol at a place of martyrdom t:
the Communist authorities tried
“banalize™ and “atheize™ in a w
abhorrent to the deeply religic
Poles.

“It wasn't appropriation,”
said, “ But it’s important to put sor
sign of religion there. The major
of people died there, I'm sure, w
prayers.”

Parliament meml
Onyszkiewicz said the governme
too, “would like to see the conve
issue solved, as was agreed in C
neva, by moving the nuns.” But
agreed the issue is complicated
the grass-roots attitude of Poles.

Onyszkiewicz underscored t
desire of Poland’s first non-Co:
munist government in achievi:
reconciliation with the Jewish pe
ple. He acknowledged that there
much in Poland’s past, particula.
during World War II, that Po!
could not be proud of.

At the same time, he stressed tl
for centuries Jews have been an i
tegral part of Poland, with a ma;
impact on the country’s history a-
development that should never :
forgotten.

L]

Muszynski also told the UTAm
sion that plans are under way for
exlensive renovation of the muset
at Auschwitz, which until now “‘F
been a museum of nationalism a
Communist propaganda.” Ma;
changes will stress more clearly t

* Jewish experience “in that territ

place,” he said.

A special government comm
sion working on the transformati
should be ready with a comprehe
sive plan by this spring, according
the government newspay
Rzeczpospolita. Some work has :
ready begun and construction of t
interfaith center for informatic
meetings and prayer will start ©
the coming weeks,” the paper sai:

It added that the commission k
resolved that the future of the Av
chwitz museumn *“will be consider
in consultation with Jewish orga:
zations.” :

The commission was created I
last year by Culture Minis:
Izabella Cywinska, under the at
pices of Prime Minister Tadeu
Mazowiecki, Poland’s first nc
Communist prime minister in mc
than four decades.

Jewish Telegraphic Agency
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CONFERENCE DES EVEQUES DE FRANCE

SECRETARIAT GENERAL

INFORMATION = COHHUNICATION
106, RUE DU PAC ~ 25341 PARIS CEDEX 0.?

CONTRCTS ¢ PERE JEAN=MICHEL DI FALLO = TEL.(1) 42.22.61.720
POUR LE CHEF DE L INFORMATION RELIGIEVSE OU HON‘-‘][UR LE REDACIEUR

EN CHEF

LE 14 FEVRIER 1990 A
4 PROPOS ps LA CONSTRUCTION DU CARMEL D nUscHw:rz

COHHUH19U€ DE MGR POUILAIN ET DU PERE DUJARDIN, RES‘PEC”VFHEHT
PRESIDENY ET BECRETAIRE DU CONITE EPISCOPAL POUR LES RELATIONS AVEC

LE JUDAISHE ,

]

LE COMITE EPISCOPAL POUR LES RELATIONS AVEC LE JUDRISNE INFORME LES
CATHOLIOUES DE FRANCE DE L "OUVERTURE DANS Lo SEMAINE QU] VIENT DES
TRAVAUX DE CONSTRUCTION DU CENTRE D °'INFORMATION ,D ETUDE ET DE PRIFRE
ET DU NOUVEAY CARNEL SR LE TERRAIN ACEIIS DANS (A COMNUNE
D 'OSWIECIH. CELA CONFORNEKENT A L 'ACCORD DE GENEVE DU 22 FEVRIER

1967
POIR PERKETIRE CETTE COHS?RUCHON, UNE SDHS‘CR}'PTION EST LANC‘EE:

----------------------

LES FONDS, MEWE LES PLUS MODESTEE, PEUYVENT ETRE VERS‘ES’ EN FR&HCE
R L'ORDRE DU COMITE EPTSCOPAL POUR LES RELATIONS AVEC LE JUIMJ’SHE
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RVEC LA KENTION ¢ CENTRE ET CARKEL D AUSCHWITZ , A ENVOYER n
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L "ADRESSE SUJVAHTE ¢ COMITE EPISCOPAL POUR LEE RELAVTIONS AVEC LE
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JUDAISME @ ?, RIS QUAI DES CELESTINS 75004 P4RIS

--------

MGR GASTON POULAIN PERE JEAN DUJARDIN
EVEQUE DE PERIBUEUX _
SECRETAIRE DU COMITE

PRESIDENT DU CONITE _ EPISCOPAL POUR LES
EPIECOPAL POUR LES RELATIONS AVEC LE
RELATIONS AVEC LE : - JUDRISHE
JUDA) SHE
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l.es travaux du Centre de pridres d’Auschwit? commenceront “dans la semaine

ti vient®

PARIS, 14 fév (AFP) -~ La evonstruction du centre deo pridres, ol devront
ménager les cprmélites installden depuis 1984 8 1'intérieur de 1 'ancien camp
c concentration nazi d’Auschwitaz, commonceront “"dansg la semaline qui vient",

"une souscription est lancée” auprés des catholiques de France, indique
weoredi wn communigque du comitd épiscopal pour les relations aves le judaisme,

Selon Mgr Baston Poulain et le pére Jean Dujardin, respectivement
eésident et sucrétaire de ce comitée épiscopal, "leas travaux de construction
1 centre dintormation, d'étude et de pridére et du nouveau carmel” seront
Arepris sur "l terrain actquis dang la compune d'Ocwiecim (hdle 1 Auschwite
v polonais). Cela conformément & 1l'accord de Beneve du 22 février 19287",
acise le communiqud, ;

Selon cetl mcceord, signé entre des responsables catholiques et juife, les
et i bes auraient dié quitter leur couvent (situé dans l’ancien cawp de _
meentration recannu par 1 "UNEGECO comme appartenant asu patrimoine mondialy,
» 22 février 1989 2u plus tard. La partie catholique avait par ln suite
poussé ce dé)pl au 22 juillet 1989, _

Les religicuses n'ayant toujours pas quitte les lieuxk & cette date, les
Autions judao-catholiques o'dtaient détériorées, d autant plus -que
épiacopat polonails nvait dewandd a la fin de 1’été 1989 une “renégociation"
e, accordfi.

Me Théo Klein, qui condulsait aud hom de la communautd juive les |
Sscussions avet les catholiquen, avalt demandg le “gel" dem relationts entree
' douk communautés. La présence de ces religievses sur le site de ) 'ancieb
mp d'extermination nazi blesse la sensibllite des jJuifs pour qui Auschwit:
présente le symbole de la Shoah,

L& polémique n'avalt pris fin qu'avec 1'intervention du Vatican, le 19
ptembre, tiui avalt déclare accueillir "positivement" la construction d'un
ntre de priéred ou iralent s’ installer lew carmélites.

Dans Jeur communiqué, Mgr Poulain et le pére Dujardin préclsent que "pour
roettret la congstruction du eentre, "une sougcription est lancde" et que
es fonde, mtme les plus modestes", sont attendus,

lLes dons seront reversdés a 1a Fondation créée & 1a fin du mols de décembre
r le cardinal Franciszek Macharski, archevéque de Cracovie, chargés de
whir les fonds nécessaires 3 1la construction du Centre, 8 précicé le phee

Jrrdin a 1L AFP.
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CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN SOON ON CENTER
WHERE CARMELITE NUNS WILL EE RELOCATED
By Ruth E. Gruber

WARSAW, Feb. & (JTA) -— A Pelish bishop active in Catholic~
Jewish dialogue assured a group of visiting American rabbis °
Monday that tha dispute over the Carmelite convent at Ruschwitz
igs an the way to a satisfactory rasclution.

Bishop Herryk Muszyriski, chairman of the Polish Episcopate’s
Commisaiaon for Dialecgue With the Jews;, said construction would
begin soon on an interfaith center in which nuns from the
Auschwitz convent would be relocated.

He said he heoped the rew home for the nuns wouls be the
first part of the center to be built.

Muszyrnski met with the 30-member United Jawish prenl
rabbinic mission touring Eastern Eurcpa, which arrived in Warsaw
on Mcnday morning and was to leave for Budapest on Wedrnesday.

He was accompanied by a leading Solidarity member of
Farliament, Jarnusz Onyszkiewicz, who said the Bolidarity~led
govearnment is looking forward to clase relations with Israal.
-=Moreg——

The bishop tried to explain why it is taking so long to
relocate the nuns, They were supposed to have moved off the
Ruschwitz grounds in February 1989, according t& an agreement
reached twd years earlier in Beneva by a group of Eurgpean
cardinals and Jewish leaders,

‘‘*Retivities to build (the inmterfaith center) will start as
mocr: as poseible inm the spring,'' he said.

A joeint committes of chureh and goverrment leadars (8
forming in Krakow specifically to promote its construction, the
bishop added.

As of now, he said, '‘the rnuns are still in the convent,'’

Muszynski explained that '"‘it's very hard to expect them to
move fram ore provisional place to ancthery, and in Krakow, there
is g ather place for them t6 move.'!

Krakow is the nearest large city to Ruschwitz ard the seat
of the Catholic archdiccese.

‘‘We have to do ev;rythznq possible to start building the
centery'' the bishop said. "°First; I think wa should build the
part for the rung.'’ _

He stregsed, however; that the praoblem is not only building
the center and moving the nuns therse; but changing the attitude
nf the Polish people on the subject.

‘‘There's a very strang oppasitinn in Poland against moving
—=Mora—- _

the runs,''! Muszynski confided. '‘We rieed time to prepare Polish
publ:c capinian.

‘‘We have had 45 years of our history now w:thout cantact
with the Jews. Dialogue is very difficult,'’ he said. '‘'We have
to explain everything from the very beginning.'?

Muszynski explained that to Poles, establishing the convent
at Austhwitz meant placing & religious symbol at a place of
martyrdom that the Communist authorities tried to *'‘'banalize'!
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and '‘atheize'' in a way abhorrent to the deeply religious Poles.

‘It wasn't appropriation,'' he gsaid, ‘‘'But it's important
to put some sign of religion there. The majority of pecple died
there, I'm sure, with prayers.'!

Farliament member Onyszkiewicz said the governmeht. tog, -

‘would like to see the convent issue sclvaed, as wes agreed in
Geneva, by maving the nuns.!'’

But he agreed the issue is romplicated by the prass-roots
attitude of Foles.

Onyszkiewicz urderscored the desire of Poland’s first non-
Communist govermmant in achieving reconciliation with the Jawiah
pecple. He ackriowledned that there is much in Poland's past,
particularly during. World War II, that Polss could nct be proud
af.

At the same time, he stressed that for centuries Jews have
~—Morge-

beert an integral part of Foland, with & major impact on the
country’s history and development that should rmever be forgotten.

Muszynski alse teld the UJA mission that plans are under way
foer anm extensive rencvation of the museum at Auschwitz, which
until row '‘has been a museum of ratiormalism and Communist
proapagarda. !

Major charmges will stress more clearly the Jewish experience
**in that terrible place,'! he said,.

A zpecial goverrmernt comnission wark:np ot the
transfornation should be ready with a comprehernsive plawn by this
spring, according to the goverrmernt riewspaper Rzgczpospolita,

Some work has already begun arnd construction of the
irderfaith center for informnation, meetings and prayer will start
‘‘in the coming weeks,'' the paper said.

It added that the commission has resclved that the future of
the Auschwitz museum °"‘will be considered in consultation with
Jewish crganizations.'?

The commissiorn was created late last year by Culture
Minister Izabella Cywinska, urder the ausplces of Prime Minister
Tadeusz Mazowigckiy Polard's first nonm—Communist prime minister
iy over four decades.

Stanislaw Krajewski, a consultant toc the Rmerican Jewish
Congress who (s active in Polish-Jewish affairs and Jewish-
~=More=- :

-Catholic dialogue, said there are alvéady some chanpes at the

HRuschwitz museum.

‘*Much more mention is riow made of the Jewish presence at
Auschwitz,'' he said, RAlso, the musaum will remove references to
‘4 pillientt wiectims there. '

: **This is not a true figure,'! Krajewski said. '‘There is no
way to kriow exactly how many people died at Auschwitez. It is
praobably 1.5 to 2 million ~-- 90 percent of whaom were Jews.'?

JTA END e
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Propriatary to the United Press International 1930

February S5, 13%90. Monday, EC cvycle
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ADLINE: Catholics mave to rescolve dispute cover Ruschwitz monastery

ITELINE: WARSAW. Foland
'YWORD: FOLAND

QDY s :

" The Felish Roman Catholic Church Monday took its first practical sten toward

'solving a dispute with Jewish groups cver the presence of Carmelite nuns at
schwit2, the former Nazi death camp.

Cardinal Franciézek Macharski of Krakow anrournced establishment of a
urdation to callect funds for arn internaticral prayer center at a site rear
e former death camp but less cbjecticnable to Jewish groups than the nuns!

Froprietary ta the United Fress Interrnaticnal, February 5. 1950

rrent headguarters.

The geal of the fourndation is to collect momey and cther material goods to

ild the center, the official rnews agency PAR gaid. A propram council will be
pointed to work out an agernda of activities for the fourdation,

The canter was promised by Macharski in an agreement with Jewish groups in
reva in 1987, under which the runs were to be moved by Fabruary 1%83. Jewish

janizations caonsider Auschwitz 3 special place of remembrance and objiect to
ayers beinp said there by other religicus groups. '

The 14 nuns are living in a church used by the Nazis during the war to store
:lori-B gas used to kill victims before their bodies were burned in the
matoriums, The church sits adjacent to the Auschwitz wall.

Last spring, a radical ‘Jewish teacher from New York and six of his
idents scaled thae convent wall in a protest over the Folish church's failure
keep its agreement to move the nuns. They were chased away, but Palish

‘kers and the head of the Palish chureh, Cardinal Jozef Glemp, criticized the
rident and insisted the riuns had a right to stay, '

Glemp's comments inflamed American Jewish - groups amd forted Glemp te
cel a planned visit to the United States. The Vatican everitually stepped in,
ering financial aid to build the interrational prayer certer, and Glemp
lared that the nuns would be moved after all. ' :
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Work to start at
Auschwitz

Construction of a new centre at Auschwitz
is to begin “in the next few weeks”,
according to representatives of the
archdiocese of Cracow. The new building,
a centre for information, study, prayer and
meeting, will be about 500 yards away from
the former Naz extermination camp's
theatre where a Carmelite convent had
existed for the past five years. Jewish
groups took exception to the presence of a
Catholic convent on a site which had
become synonymous with the Holocaust,
and agreement was reached in Geneva in
February 1987 between high-level Catbolic
and Jewish delegations for the transfer of
the nuns to another building further from

- the camp's boundaries. Delay in putting up

the building led to severe tensions between
Catholics and Jews, only resolved by firm
Vatican backing for the speedy imple-
mentation of the Geneva agreement (The
Tablet, 23 September 1989).

A representative of the Cracow archdio-
cese’s press office, Marek Pernal, has told
the Swiss news sgency APIC that there is
every hope that the work will start soon.
He said that the statutes of the foundation
created by the Archbishop of Cracow to |
oversee the work and find the money to

pay for it had been deposited with the '

Polish Ministry of Culture in mid-January,
and that there only remained some legal
formalities to be settled. The chancellor of

the archdiocese administration, Fr Fidelus,

confirmed that this was so, and that more
than half the two hectares of land needed
for the centre had been obtained. But the
co-chairman of the World Jewish Congress

*in Geneva, Gerbart Riegner, pointed oy’

{i( was the wrong season for construc.
tion work. He hoped for a “symbolic
gesture”, such as the laying of the founda-

tion stone, as a sign that work was really

under way,

THE TABLET 3 February 1990

News in brief

Romania




REACTION TO CARDINAL MACHARSKI STATEMENT ON AUSCHWITZ CONVENT

BY RABBI MARC H. TAVENBAUM, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CONSULTANT FOR

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The statament attributed to Cardinal Macharsky regarding the Auschwitz Carmelite

convent, if accurate, is deeply disturbing. Should the Polish Catholic church
not implement the agreement signed in Geneva_ﬁith European Jewish leaders
regarding the building of a new convent and interreligious center éuay from
Auschwitz, that would constitute a serious violation of written pledges and
mutual trust.

I have &3 been speakiﬁg with B Polish leaders by overseas telephone
during the past several weeks, and I was informed that Camdinal Macharsky's
vommitment to build the new convent and center in 1990 was firm. They argued
that it wasi.necessary to have a peria:ﬁ of calm in which hostilities would hot
be stirred up:so that the building plans could go forward. Apparently, the
recent highly-publicized demonstrations against the Cermélite nuns have touched
off a furious reaction among Polish Catholics who now support, even insist, ﬁhat
the Carmelite convent not be moved.

The present moment requires patience and wisdom on all sides. Several
of us in Europe and the United €= States will intensify our contacts with
Polish Catholic and governﬁent leaders in order to try fo reverse this present
unfortunate development. We will continue to report to the Jawish community whether
we will be able to === avert the traglc possibility of s=eking to convert
Auschwitz into a Christian holy place at the expense of what profiound meaning the

Shoah holds for the Jswish people everywhere.





