
MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992. 

Series C: lnterreligious Activities. 1952-1992 

Box 12, Folder 2, Auschwitz - Carmelite controversy, 1990. 

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 



; . ' . : . ' ~ ... 
• .... I ' 

01.4854512.- SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG · 234 P01 
~- ... . . 

(ii-. ]< > 1) -il ' ' .. '' .·. . 
;.;>; _:.,; •. ·' '·· r:at . : . :' m·~ . . 0 SL J KCSG JP Star: Hou.se Grafton Road 

.. ~naon.Nws 480 
,_. :•1,. . • ' 

Te~hone 01-485 2538 
· · . . ·"'<-.-.. ~. · · ~i-~·ifs.tm,1~ 01-485 4s12 

.. .. . 

. ·;, f. .. . .. . ::: ··. ..· t : <~ ::.~" .<".,;;.~::~·'· 1,·8···."· . 

f I • ' i -:-'-''--~,~ 

' ., 

>~,~<;t~,~bi ::~~,~~· ~art·~~~-~~: . . . .... -~~iii ' r'ebrua~ i990 
::{.(-''. ·p~; . 010~ ".212 876 83~~ f ··:"l" . . .. . 
,., ·. · · ~ ··. -, : '· ·) · Your ref 

) . \ "· . ~ '. 
.. . - . . .I . ! 

i 

.· . .. 

~ear ·Marc, 

I . attach the Press Release for . my trip to Hungary. I , .also • 
article 'Shadow on Auschwi tz' fro~ , the, ~. ~~l;>let in case you l 
seen it · al5o article· from INFORM. Yd-Q..:.<~h.q~ld also ref~ ~9 
Glemp's statement iri praise of British Je~$. i' (see . . :Internat ii 
Herald Tribune September 26 . 198.9 attached).. ·: ~~n~.i.on shou~if 
made that you were intendin9 to accompany me '. ?n~~y· ~rip~ tp'. 
to see Glemp but unfo~tunately your doctors did ·?l9t allow: -~ 
9~. It is on · reeord that I have consulted ·you 'i n achievi'1 
sett~~ment and this should come out i n the article. . ) · 

Regardi:nq my meeting with Cardinal o 'Connor, my .first sugq1 
Monday 19th~ March but as I do not know whether this is corr 
for the Cardinal, I can also meet him on Saturday 17th a ft1 
any time on the Sunday or first thing TUesday morning bafoJ 
to Boston. · 

with kind r ·e9ards, 

Yours sincerely, 

.· .. --~ . : .. -
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€t~~:i~·;~j}: .•. ~'~,'.o~~·~~=~~~~:il"~~~£~!~~~~ 
.f ., .. , ?J. ... :.·.- · · · · .. .. \-,~:,1 · '· ... · .-i · "'"''·'.'- : .Nli:ZISJD;c'the.:.attnno ~··•s.:- Squ~m:,b>ndOoSWl,.on?ZMan:b. · · · ·· · -... :: 

~~f:'.f ~:_',~1~t~rk~~~':'-~~0L:,. -.:_ ~~:~i=~~~~:t.~.~~~:!t:~~·-.'. :._s~;J'e~· ~=11~:~ ~::le~~ ~~et~'·: ... ;,::,\ , 

B·:-~ft;: . . ·- ).:e:. ;01 -~t~-:;~i'Lt~~IJ: :ro be :re•' .. tion of diplcimatic retiti'ons \viii ensµ;i_e .-suffc:red a tecurren~e of .a clb1dbood dis-
.. !~ ~-~·~~~t.hr~~~ty~l~·gov_!fRment ·. Isra~li ,,pa.:tic]pation . at. a~ .stages of the case .w.hkb hai:I. made . 1ter . ;~ invalid .. 
. tk-:1.~. ..,.,,.up::~n :~~~~borud comm•~sion ;to p~ocess. No one. hll~ yet,sa1d·wheth~r there. ¢Xper1enced he;Jbng after he~: fiiend .hi~ 
~i,.:,/:,;;:-"-" ,{he · ~useum at. the Ausch~tz · will be a memonal to the homos.exuals who Soren~n . p~ayed for her. · ft. brought thetr 
1-tj:.:-; . . ation . camp. These were the two · perished at Auschwitz: th~ Church - it _is two fainilies together; an cf ~dun. a few 

-:?~·> ~;· . ·:...J.,jmpo.rtant points made by the Polis~ . already.dear ....:.... will oppose the idea .. . ·: ,;. months their ministry oi !cadling an'-' 
:-~y,j;:, .P.~ .. Minister, Tadeu~ Mazo'4'iecki; tl'I~ . But the Church's role is changing. As a praye.! , ~1;.unsc:liin_g and heafing.ftad begun. 
·: :>=};~rnon-Communist leader of a Warsaw Catholic ;;ctivist, Mazowiecki has a Domi· T<.-~::i.y th'~ ~or,~;t-1;,:~t~' is :i ~fiee ofren:!v.-· .· 
.:;:::;=. /Y~l>courmy, at .. a coofcren1;e for the nican . chaplain. A!el.'.an::ler H c ... <ko· . whee~ ti>:~l'5"nG.S :.::"'-''! ~or _retreat, ::<:! :~!', <:. · religiolis press in London last week. Mazo-. · Ligowski. which ~u,ggem - tha~ ·he ·~:ili ::ot se'.ilns: :;.;').:-; hez,!ir.g. ' · . 

. ~ki had .. bimself requested the meetjng lack for theologico! aJvice. A ~rey-M, :'.'~d. · -,. ' 
.• . • as:liOOR as fie was unexpcctc:dfy chosen as stooping figu.re in d<:rt ~uit _u.nd .:k:'.•_ -.. : .•. '.':e ==--.,. ""==-·~"'"""""""""==-=-· · ··' ·.· 

·\.- ... Prime Mini~tcr flast Septet m_ber. froHc rsc- is a cautious iritel!e.cti.;iii rattie~ :.::·.:-. '· L7'_),;._:_,·_i ... ~:_ ... :,_~ ,·"' . .-_1·~:·;. .-~ ···. · ......... m,;<> ~h":'-<->-, ·. ceiv'--d 8 letter 0 COngTilfU altODS m if Charismatic µ:;~C:l<llify , tO ;l;'r.o..-:. '.: :::;·; -" -· - °.::. •; :..;II.UN~\t;°._ . 
. ,,'.> Sigmund Sternberg, chairman of the ex· has not oeaii ?. k:ndiy ha~vi Fis ~nrr,;.iy 
~~°1cutiv~ mmmit~. uf_ the· International purp0se ii_1 v(siring Britai~ w:i~ 'to get :10JI!i 
~}~ -: .· . . Council of, Christians and Jews, who rn contrn:.!:~~g runaway 1..nf!1:1tton and r.;;--

~-1~t: t=i~:!'-·5 'J--o:r;:r;:C-: -:; · ,l·~,.!,ocjs,.;;: .. ~./:· . . ··~­
Co;~ i~::;;i~~ :; :.t~r:; ~:-···.~-; C::·.::ini:· 1 ·~ ;-~~· -- ·.· 
·~i)" :;~:~ :·i:~j- ~-.~€"£:' -:-t;~ . .'":~"'·~- ~:·: .. ~~·-... !: ':.::-~~-.:-=~-!· :•~,\· assllred him that prayers had been offered schedulin[?. in~ c;ippling Po'.lsii ,;~(>-;, "~e i.s 

:~:' : ' , -in the l)'nagogue fol' him and· for Poland. concern~d :1hqilt Cicm:::.n reu:fr21u.itio;:, lt '.-.o.;; nr:. ~:T.ang·:'ii ··c· ·::::;·.) ; ,·;);·e.;-...'.!, "::;;:: :: .. ·: ... -
~-':.·:( · Mai.owiecki responded warmly to the let· says rnll>h for '.\lazor,.·iecki. ~h<tt ·Jes~ik ··~•"' 'l'r''ilct~'~" : - ~·' 1'"'" ~ ... 7

''· , , .,,, -~ •• • ·~ 

. : ·:·. ~· 
k'·": ... ter. and hi.~ pressconh:rcncc was 3 further thes.c dauIJling worries, hr; &l:·:>!)' . .:'. i lve su::h ;_.l~".r ... ~.~.~.f!-~3 .. ;_-.~ .. _ •. :.·· .• ::·;.:: _;?~_-.e!···· :~_ .. :;_~~-'-.. _ .'~ .. :~.;,._:_._·.~_:.;!~.··-~·.:_-.·.;-.J. ~.·~-~~":i:.~_'.1:· .. ~~i-~ 
t;-:-~ . . milrk of gratitude 10. Sternberg's initiat1ve. im~~rur::. ~ t(I it'll~'rt~"l.'i:;:~ ~'-~1:~:;1 .. .Je'.J,~~:~ =-=· -:L'. ;., - - . - - '" " ... • ~_,. 
i°<". "· ·. Though the embarrassing m.atter of the lati<ws · 1 1:"-<i C·-~ :h~ fo<k;~ :t: '.,:~·:· ::. · :? ~~ \!iffic.'llri now : ·:'. ' 
•'.;;:':~ .< Auschwitz CetmeHte convent w.as barely · :,.~ [;;_; c··~~ .,,.-i;,"~ 1!>:;: ·.'1.~s~ w.;i:. ;;,\i' about . .Le · · ,.; .... ; . ·-, 
~} ·· ; \nit~tioned. it hoVercd in; the: bac~ground., .........,..,.=="'"··~~==="'· ==-.,·~"«-"""'""""''=""' · 3c.u1cr.c:: wa:. :h2 ::: ::~e ;)f ·;.'Je Domiriiw · 
~:·:i~ ~:ltJi(wwiecki is cl~itly ~termined ~o open a · · · . . ·1 . . · r~ .. ~·:-::;.,3:-;;~I o:,:-.iJ<:. g~ ·:. f(it;"". h?.~ ·°"u iii! e~~-
""' 7.l ~ ~-:~.b,ap.~er 11_'1 ~~is~~Jt~~h fela~~; : '·.:~c.~ · · ~

0

~ .. ~~·~~~il\Jlirr. . . . . ;" ~~:titir.~ ;:,;w; f;;:.~3. ::ecu.~g to JF~ :. . . .. 
es,and"J~~; .. , <.t.., ;.vi. "·· . ..•. ,_ .. , . .._.1'". . -. r . . " · : in 1938. it oould .:cl;il01 :·~me sort of 

· : ·"": •.. -.., - ~ :- . . · ·• · : . i .-· ~ ··'· ~--:.~\.·: .. "":'·•; ·~;. ··t :: . . ··~- ~ ·.:. _- ,.r _ ,:.· . •.. •. · :. . · .~ ·.; ·~ . . : · .. . 
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· .. e ~ _ e,~t,- . . i.1i•C ·1.~~h'. tr. , . · •. '~. ·rti.e ~ to ~~-a :i2-w~k.:afr~~- t~JJl. whicli.~· :;i-~~ w.a~·~,~ h11t;Do;i;,ic;;~.,;.,;.~~-;.t'oo°ur . . . f -

. ." .:._~~~~-~~'.·10:=~::.:;!1~~~~~~~J0\i~~~~·r~u~~:~i::~ . · -~~cf~~~e(~f ~q~~~~be:l i~~~·~~g:~ .. >J 
.J~,· sUf{e·•!ff!Y'~:-~9-i~·!&OSe '. cO.Operaimn "·i)~ :~th~·· R~ia."l OrthodoJI word? Hact he mam1.gcd,a timeress synt&-· · ··- · ·: 

. · ';;·'-' -~;Ti~~~~~.t~;-.·~~-f.""~el ~ply_ and : Cb~b.: ThrouJh _ t.he ~~rs~al involve- esis >'>f Christian u·-µfo ,:vali~ ~or ~n time? ... ·~ 
. .. 'f"' .. '· . ~a-yc~a_deep.~·~nse·com1~er tbat · ment of Metropohtan ·P1tirim Of Voloko- - \'es, ariswerl;d· many Domm~'\S of .the 
',< ~ . · ~-:~.t,lo~~ _:~. :.no ~·aon..semitism." . That · famsk ~nd Yurie.v, a~d !vi~tropolitan Ale~i time, nota~ly the ~,v!i-~Higureof Re gin-

· .~· :·cs.vn~.Uy ,wf!~t he_. hacl come to of 1.f:nmgrad ~d_ No,·goro~_.the ~ho1_r ·1~ a!~. Garngo~·Lag'ra~~\; .. _proressor_. at. 
London to ~ay 10 ·lh~ religious iness. · S<:beduj~d to s:ng 1.n seve,~a:l- IO:Cal .c~uri:hcs .Rome's _Aogehcu~m~:rs1t;y_ Chen.u was 

,_;/_ ·-Some nf ~~.1is>.<'Wf.te . fille4 out by and ·mon.l!stenes m adanion to. its pro· . -oneofh1sstarpuptl:sas.was,ata.lafer ·cfate, 
L ; " J~k ~mbroi'iakdicad of rhc offir;e . of gramme of ·m~jor cqncerts in Moscow and . th_e young K01tol Wojt}'la. .. . 
~;z~ '. religio~. affairs; -~ WilS IJJe_ Saammt .. ~ - .:JAn:ibSl'ad . . \ : . . .· ... · .. . . . : · ·· .Chenu's book (",ballenied the idea of a 

-· -~ .. ~~)'; f()lllld in every ComrnuDist·country, · ·All t{it:·members ofthe'.choi_r com_drom ':timeless Thomj$11!'\ l:fc -~l!-dc . tlic . very 
;~r~· which .had the W1euviable and in. cbe ·end. ' the . same eciimcnical, s~ti'i9nastic; obvi~us point :11fat ·~a ~~it. c¢d<f·9nty be 
';·:. unpoSRible task of controlling the:Church. ~~d communicy at Cape €od, Mas· · und~~tood _in its gi(tori~~· Q11turat~ $0Ci.at, · 
~- . .- . MaioWiecld . baS retained the office but sacbusetts. The Conununity ·o:f lesi.is_ i:'ci1,Il~ and po!iticrd context. iliere was no '"disin­
<-->'·:turned it inti:> a kind or inioistry of minor· prises some 3-00 residents of ::!ifferent car..?te theology". Thei. way to .s~dy theol· 
;~-;;._" idC:s respomible for inter.faith relations. . denominations, iJlCluding Catholics. Mem· ogy wss : to sui.~-. its ·history. so _is to '.: 

·~:.:: . '~ 600,000 Russian Onhodox Christians ben; or faJI'Jlies ar{;· responsible for. their·. ·be.:01ile aware of the different ways in 
~}~. : · ·m: north~ Poland are the bi~t minor· own fuiances and must ·hold jobs ou~ide ~hid:i Christian revel~twn bad been ex· 
'f: ·· _ity today. · · . the community-, but.some- the sisters and . presse~. In 1942 the_se ideauecmed like <: 
:'l; · .. 'But Mnowiecki feel5 a special responsi· ~rothtrt - have taken vo~ ~milar to ·revival of t~. ",Modernism" coridemned in 
. · ·bility ·towarcl the memory Df the th~ those taken by religious, gi.ving up "the ·1907, so they bad to_ be suppr~d . 

. ~:;:.( mjlI~ Jews wbo·lived in pre-war Pol~d .. ·right t() own, to,~hoose· and to marry". · ''Don't worry,:> said Cardi~al Emmanuel 
X:;_ : P.resining and ~ring their s)'nagogues, Corporate worsliip ~nttes on . Holy Suhard, Archbishop o( Pans, ."in twenty 
'~:,-._ ·:cemeteries and religious artifacts is a fiJst · Communion; which is celcbra~ according years time everyone will be talking like · 
~- -· 'if?ty. Jbc· irllertiational COmnUttee. ~o . to the Episcopali~liturgy-:. eleven of the you.''. The. predictiO~ proved remarkably 
";/ c -.,~think the.Ausdi..;ti concentration ~mp · community are ord~ined. clergymen - but· ·accurate. For wheri Yatican II began on· l l 
-~ :&.~· '.iJI ~cb"'s. most ' imponant in~ ·~cb day the Divine Offiee is .also. chante~ . Oc:iober 1%2,. ~ope-John could have ~n. 

'.Jidvation~ the Foundation in charge of it in Latin at seven serViees aC4'10rding to the quoting Cbenn :Vlhc'h he said·tbat a d'istiuc· 
. :wig eveD11Wly be made up of represent.a~ Benedictine So~es ri~e .. The special . tion must .be drawn:between the substMCe 

·· ~·.- . . . . .. 
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'Glemp: Reflections ' 
On Auschwih Feud 

By M!lr)' Battiata call) it un.a~pt_able, He said 
Wwhi~~10~ Prur S<rvl<' then ~at Jewish m.mtencc that the 

WAR.S..4. W - Cardinal JCYZJ!f church honor tile agrec~nt Wal an 
Olemp says ~t ncither he nor the aJfro~r to Polish sovereignty and 
Polish C:alholic Church he leads Polis.~ ~uffering during lhe Nazi 

I 
iU1equa"lY \11\derstOC<l th" signi!i· t~~uon. He also sr.id that mov· 
cance of the Auschwitz death camp IJ_lg '1 ouns would be too upen· 
as a symbol for Je'1>ish people. sivc. , . , .. 

"Yes. ~ were some mistakes Th pnmate s auC'!l\pl at concili· 
· c.ommitted by the church." he said atio~Jn the io~ervicw Saturday foJ. 

in an intel"View. "We actually were low~ a Vaucan s!.lltemenl 18.'lt 

(
not aware thit there wou!d be such week that supported the 1987 
deep feelings on the par. of Jews{ agreement and offered 10 ~clp pay 

. toward this place." for a new conver.t to be built some 
' Remarks by ~dinal Gl:mp las! distanc; f:·om AuY.:hwitz. 
'. month resisting the relccation ~ a ft'?f!ect!-!'lg a \'fidefy bld o,!~;:>il 
' Catholic cor,venl from A~schwaz in ~1is cver>1h!I:.: i•13ly (i;.(wlic 

llffcnded many Je'PS aDd ;:>'JS~~ couniry. C&~' Oler:;p sci<! t'.'le 
Polish-Jewi~h relatior.s to a crtS!.S Catmili1: nunr h~ci ~c::t:eo r.l 
~t. About 2.5 mi\lfo;, of i.l1e 4 Ausc:~"iv.: ir. 1%4 "• . .,i~ll gcoct i.r,­
million people who were lti!led by t~~ions" ~1 ;?-at ;! '''.5 ::::> f!!:.'J 
the Nalis al Acsch;i.itz. duri.i'.! h~ P:>1j&. C'l:~l;rc ·..; :;;;c!:;,s~:.Jit:! 
World Wa! 11 werdews, aJld many <..·h:1 t~e c~ ~v;:n: ·~ F t:.' C'.:.:.:e W,:S ::;· 
Jews have objected 10 the cvnven1.'s fensi·;t t() ... ~ws. t!c snid ~1~ ~;'Ufcli. 
presence cu an intrusion i.nlo wt:a: w:>;;lc \;:iv.; ic !:xplair. !J! ~··er, 
they say should be a Jewish mer..!)> Ca'.~:1!.ic r.ai.:.t: ±c Jcwis~ v:~· 
rial. :hat !he o:illy li:ang mem~n~l a> <. 

In the intervi-:w, Ca.rclinol site v.-:me ~ many Jews wen 
I (ilemp i;-0niirme<I that he DOW fa· ga.ss:i a.'lo t;.i· ne6 ia ~!llpliilC» 
· vored movitlg the convmt Cl~ reaf· ar1.G si!?cce. i 
· firmed the \'aliclity of tile l<i87 ~ ''1i."l<1t's why l ~O'J!d !Ille to get \ 
agree~cnt between 1he . Romao better understa.nding ol Shoah. 
\alh?lk Church md JcW\:1.b orga· llfdiOn!. Glcmp si;id, 1.1Sing the Hc­
naacion.s to rd0(3te the church brew word for the No.zi exiermino­
buildin,g. He s;;.id that the Carmel· tion o( Jews. 
itt nuru would ~ moved aw11y The cardio~I said i."lat he llad 
from the camp. . had no direct contKt with the P~ 

He added that the Jc"';sb people lish·bom Pope John Paul 11 on the 
als:o m1>st . undersr:azid th.e ~P:Of • Auschwiu conlf'oversy, but that be 
tanoe lbat A~v.1tz, or Os·.i.'lteun, had chmged his mind abou~ l:he 
~.for Poles. · agteemrnt bst w~k to BntlllJ\. 

We know that Jews wen~ During h.is visil there, he mel v.itb. 
thro~ the Hol~ust .~d lh:C} ~veral prominent British Jews. in· 
~rifia.d so m;llly h~ he said. eluding Sir Sismund Sternberg, a 
but we also wauld ~ them to . philanth:opisl wh~ beads the Inter· 

know ~l ?oles also ~CD~ ~ou~ natioo.o.l CO'Jncil of Christians and 
extcmuaanons at Oswu:cun. Jews. · 

In swemenu last month. .the l "The Je111·s ;11 umdon were reallv 
cardinal had sought to renegotiate · · 
the agremitnt to move the convect, See GLEMP, P• 6 ~ 

"'GLEMP: ~ 
Refleclions 

(Um~L'eCf f!'cP!l page fi) 
v~ polite 111d nice &nd we retched 
some undemandi.ng." Casdinal 
Gkmp said. He conm1.s1cd their 
dcmQl'\Of witk what he called U\e 
"unpleasant" hebavior of se\'eral 
American Jewish student5. led by 
Rabbi Avuham Weiss, who scalod 
the coovt.'ll fence in July to proicst 
I.be i'lillu1c to move I.he nuns l>y 
f<.!bl'\!ary, the promi!ed deadline._ 
The American J~s were thrown · 
out by co1:1.stro~1ion·w.:>rkers. · ·· - · 

The !)ro:est offended many f'o­
'.isc ~<:t!'.'.:'.~cs. For many, it was 
\heir fas: ''.\!~ing of 1 con!.ro~ersy 
1:u:; beg.:;;:: ir: :~35 ~th wriUt:r. 
p r~;es1s iJy ~el fj an Jews. _ • 

.. ::::=. _-; 9 $~r~on O!l Aug. '''· 
(:-{_·~ 2.: ::iy ~ch:~ !:--•. i~ 
grni.:.p.; !;_Qt :o . ~icme·· oem:md~ 
:t:.._1 ci;U:ci :.le... ::t rr.e;, er speak 
~rom ":t:~ :;o~fo:: ?~ :- p~?:>!c 
rci~~~ ~;bov~ x: c!'~er~ " 

Car.:'lnal G!e:r;p ssid ti.In those 
whc reacl a.r::i-Sanitisrn into his 
n:mar!(S, vr into the Polish church ·s 
r ailurc to meet the deadline for 
moving \he n'.lns, 1T;ere thcmscl' 'CS 
guilty of a kind of anti·Polonism 
and were insensitive to lhe impor­
tance of Au~ ... ; a r.s a symbol lO 
Poles. He !Llso said pa.ru of his 
speech had bo:n taken om of oon· ~ 
tCJtL 

Ctnho!.ic and Je~ish imellcctuals 
here say the dispute n:ficctS wide> 
S'j>1C8d ig.norar.ce in Poland about 
1he CJtlent oi Jewish sufiering dur· · 
ing the Y{aJ. They sa)' the ignorance 
is panly th~ result of 40 years of 
state censorship, which limited 
open discussion of Na:.i genocide 
toward Eurnpc3.11 kws and of the 
anti-Scmi1ism that permeates fo­
liSh society. 
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Nev'.'Sletter of the Reform Synagogti€S of Great Britain 

A GOOD 
KNIGHT'S \Y(>RK 

The sall ~tor)' of the Com·rn: :i t A'J~dl· 
.,;itz i~ . f'ly now. :.ill 1e111 -- -~Ii kll\'~1·11 . 
C:armclicc Si~r<·rs n1 :i1·.:r1~· J an old h!:ild· 
ing. which \)r1CC hOl!\CJ Z~d, l11n !l ;!<I' ;,nJ 
,..·flidt funm p:irt Clf iht· pl'rim(•ccr w:.i ll i•t 
lf\1,: c1>1\ccnrr•1ti1in <"amp. al'ltl.l il Con1c:111 
filtom a Pr;fo:h (.':1Ch(:]i( pc1in: of vic1~ th<: 
m:iintcn:111cc of .1 1·omr:rnt l'r:1yn 1 ii:: it :11 
this re rriblc pl :ice ;, :1 n;1 rn r .at r1·~pon.;c. 

~oun1l<::<s ~olc~ Jini .:t .·\l!:-ch" i;.t.. 

FfOw<:VCT, frClITT ;1 J1•11·i\1l r 1)illt \If I!('\\ it 
~:1ck~ of the: 1:i:n1~1 1"'li 1hc U•••Ql!cnc:\:- ~il 
1flt Jewish tr:'l~~dy . ~ pl;i~tnf ii,>" n \.! th.: 
1ewi~h 11imc n>ic-n. ;he cxpr.1pn:.i•i1"~ o 
:;om~rhin!! rh;it i~ •>u~;. lnd ,-J!H~ :;lime. The 
mlt: of the Cilthnhc C'nun:h in chc SJwr.h 
•a~ :1t hc!'t :1nihi!:uo:1~ .ind the -.sscr111)n o t 
itlt plac.: al th~ ~ymh11l ic hc:irt or the 
b'<l~«dy :<CCOIS io~c.11 111i\'C ,mu (lfS;,'n~i\'C 

'11>'hcn a croup tmm thl' l\ la.n0 1 l lnusl· 
Sccicrv \'isitc\! Au$,hwi12 b't A.pril. wh ... r 
manv 'round rh~ l:S'il straw w ;, ( the huge 
iJKl\1~cn cror.s "i~ibk from mos! pares 11f the 
c;imp. 
Thl~ ~tl\r'f o l Jcwi~h prOIC!'-1 is 2ls<1 wdl 

knowl). This finoilh· l<a1111 Fct>ruary 19~7 to 
me ~igning by fi,·~ C.lrdim\IS •.If ;1n agree• 
mcnc in Geneva th.it thl· Convent would 
move wi1hin two )'Car~ . t\!Clrc than tW(\ 
y~ar~ l<ltcr 1hc Convent h~d s1ill ri1l1 moved 
smd Cardinal Glcmp. Primal<! o l Poland. 
ll;iJ 11pp;.:ared to bo; using some strillt~l\I 
protest~ from American Jewry a~ a_n ex­
cu:>c. tn~i5ting on seeing them <is a sign of 
Jrw1sh .. aure\~ion" and bad faith. 

C11rdinal Glo;mp vi$i1cd Brit<tin Iii$! Se?' 
remticr :ind AppJrcntly re-affirmed the 
refu~:1l :o move at a ~pccch in 6ristol. 

tt was all the more rt' markable . 1here· 
fore. that t-oy the following evening he had 

~ ~ncd a lctr<"r re-affirming the Geneva 
t • rccmcnr. . . . 
t '!tie credit for fac1~t1Pg the change of 
l: · . aind mus1 ~o co Sir Sigmund Sternberg . 

. · i · O,,cr the p~st frw v.:ars, Sir Sigmund, 
· ~. Clui1rman of the lmernational Council of 

F Q ristians and Jews, has devoted much 
r' .UOr to building links with the highest 
). utwl;>11.<. of th~ Catholic C!iurcho . His papal 
~ ~ni~hthood wa~ 3 mark of the rc~pcct ~nd 

c~t~cm in which h1: i ... hclc.! . Eschewmg 
" .trklcnc)' :iRtt accu~~tions <) f ami-Scmiti$m. 

k upcncd communications wirh Cardi~al . 
Gt~mp. offering explanations for Jewish 
sen~itivity and endc:avounng to understand 

! ·Ilic si~nificance Ausc.hwitz holds for Poles. 
i •~ refused to indulge in in(lammatory 
f ~&uagc even when some. o f Glcmp's 

.-onouncemcnts were sending. shudders 
.;; • • ":.::· .,, ... • , .... , .: < "' 41 . ...... f ·t 

f t 
, c 

f.k dismxed hims.;,lf !rem 111e accus­
ations being made again\! chc C:uholic 
Church in Poland and kt·pr talkin .... When 
(ilemp came (\) Britain, he agre~d to a 
private dinner wirh Sir Sigmuod. Thi..~ wa~ 
also act~nd1:d b>· rhe Pt)lish Amhassador . a 
handful of Catholic c!crics. Dr. Anttlfl)' 
Ptilon~ky and lhllhi Ton~ Ba}fic.ld. II is 
bdicvcd !hat neither tlw Chief Rabbi nor 
ch.; Prc.sident of 1he Board of Deputies foh 
ilble 10 attend 11'\e dinn~r. 

Si1 Sigmund drafted a letter in Englist'I 
and Polish and Cardinal Glcmp agreed to 
si,sr. !t. The k ner contaLried an uncqo:~~:i' 
comrr.itmi:r.t to ti:e speedy rerncv:~] c f tt:e 
Cunvc~: t~ c :u:w site '..:It'!' ;::-::.~i<ie r:"le 
oerimctcr wall~ a;:d re t'.1l~ C0fLS1n:cti:.m cf a 
ocw Ecumcn>c:ii Ce:~!:::. !~ -=~20 n:cognisecl 
tha, "1he tr..tgclly oJ ,;;: £hx.I: is ~cyo:;:tj 
cor.ipariso;:." 

At dir.r.c:, R :.bbi B~~-fclri S!igg:S~?!! :;r 
<1n approp<iale time in the futme, a .(fa~l;c 
ceremony of reoonciliatior. bctw~en C::~l!<r 
lies and Jews in Po!and ar.d also invite~ 
Cardinal O!emp lo speak ar the ~t'!mt>erg 
Centre when he is n2xt in England. 

Mid-way through th~ e11ening, with 
Cardin:il Glemp·s permission, Sir Sigmunrl 
'phoned Tiu! Times and The Jewish Ch,011i­
de. A report and editoriai appean:d in The 
Times the following morning. 

Sir Sigmund is cautious. ·me Convent 
hes not yet moved. He is anxious tha! 
temporary accornmodatior. be e rected as 
~oon t\S po~sible so that Jewish/Carholic 
relations ere not further harmed by tiuild­
ing delays. Almost !mmedia1ely after the 
dinner Sir Sigmund flew to R.ome to 
continue negotiations with the Vatican. 
Only "'·hen the Cl)nvcnt is finally vacated 
w:fl the end of the matt~! be in ~ight but it 
would not be incau tiou~ 10 record an 
extraordinary diplomafa triur.sph for Sir 
Sigmu11d Sternberg. 

- ~ -. 
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Sir S1gmund Sc~-rnbs::-6 O. St . J . KCSG J P 

Ster Rousa ,Graf ron Ro~~, 

London r-.'ii.T5 4 'SD 
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Dear Sir Sigmu~d , 12th Oct ober 1990 
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will be acce9t~d in th! ·s pring; 

b) the found&tioas of t he convene anri th~ cx:avaticn for t h e m.ai~ building 

of the Centre. 

4. By the winter it 1s planl'\ad! t o complete thR iueer1or or the admi.~1scrat1va 

buildit1g and cwo et.orays of thQ convent. 

Ths pl~ns are depend~nt on wenth~~ 'onditiou1. 

Lh~nk you very much fo~ your ~enewed inv1~at~on . If heal.ta allow~ me, 

I ~hall be glad to visit London. 

' '· 

/ 
r • 
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COMMISSION 
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS \VITH THE JEWS 

Pontifical Council fo r Promoting Christian Uni ty . 

·Prot. No. J 9~/90/D 

Dr Leon A. FELDMAN 
!JCI C 

.FAX 212- 686-8673 

Dear Professor Feldman, 

28.2 . 90 

Thank you for your message through 
fax of February 22 and the encloseci docwnenta.tion concerning 
t he groundbreaking at Auschwitz, last Fe~ruary 19. 

I am glad to implell.\ent the information provided on 
this same event, durinq our meeting on February 14, in 
s ending t he enclosed reports from 11L'Osserv,atore Romano" 
(Febr\\ary 23, 1990) and the Vatican Radio (Feoruary 20, 1990). 

With kind regards, in shalom, 

(with 2 enclosures) 

~ --ro-· '1~ NQwws 

Pier Fr ancesco Fl;mt.aqalli 
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I . . . . . . ·1 
i lnizio de'lla CO$truzione i·' e , . ~ . 

! del Centro ·. ! 
R . · - ii 

I d 'inf oi·1n:azioni;. J 
I incontri, dialogo . · · 1. 
I e preghiera ad AuscluVitz. I 

l,r) e - · · · - · -··· · ·· .... . . -. ii 
;. ! 11 19 / • bbralo 1990 1t 1ono recau net canUare S. Nm. Card. § 
.u- i!! 1'rancU:iek Maeharskl, .arcltiescovo metropollta di cia~Pla ed c • i 
• • ; il Mtnbtro Jacek Ambrodak, capo d•lla Pruidtua deZ Con1tgUo ~ 
~ ; dei Mlnistrf, accompagnatl daf rappreaentimH del cltro e dcl e , 
er • comime df Aiuc1nDitz. = 
~ E e 

" ! ~ ~ :_!! lrdzta.ndo 1tmbo,llcame11te · t 1411011 cU IC4170 &. .Em. Carlf. :;
2
_ 

N 1! Mach4rs1d ha detto tra l'~tro: e 
~ i • I n questo momento il mfo 1'tnsitro, fl mio ciiort II rioolge S 
Ii ~ a Djo, a Dlo Onntpotente e Mfaencordto10 prevandolo crrdenU. i 
~ • e .. ;; mente dt vozer · benedfre Oli 1/orzl df tiim coloro che hanno of. 11 
~ ~ fer to per la cost ruzione del C«ntro • loro pen.den, le loro Jorie, ~ 
., .. n loro splrfto di aacri/lclo, la Zoro accorteua ed il loro den derw e 
:: .. ~ df pace ... Che la gtiuUma, 14 pace e ramore sf frradino cfa Qlle. ~ • 

a z .uo lucpo. Gll uomtnl posa~no trovare qui lt f orze rzeo111arte per S 1 · 1 superare tutto cib che H divtae - tn nomt di quel bene che • per : ~ 
,. nol tl plfl important• dopa Dto - per U time c:en•uomo • .£' ciO • 

~ ! che e1primono questi motrlmintt della .iappa, rtnlzio flilc:O deiia i 

j 
~ coatnulone •. ! 
i ~ i " mimat'v 4,,.1,, .. u:l.s/1 u 1otte>lf"""'"' ln Mmnlemantarl~ ~ 

~ c del Afuseo di Au.schwiti e del nuovo Centro awplcando una tu. !! • i ~ . 
~ ; iura collaburunone .it eui. 11 Mu110 rap;mi:Rmzta lln monito, mm- i 
V\ ! tre fl Centro dcwreZJbe ctf1'entare "" luogo d'mcontro cU _,41U § 

C) ii reltgloni 6 di iiarfe naafonf. ~ nome dtl QOH.niO Isa f'TMnSllO di ~ 
~ i! auutere le autorttb ecclestalt · nella aiia coatru.?tone. Ha m.110 tn i 

to j rtlitt>o la s>0rtata mo~ tU Aiac1uoftz ~ Zuogo dOH U Po- ! 
~ J106<1 cll1 GV ,_ .;.uw•~ u f'Ul""'(!S' '""""n tit 17fttim1. Ha wrl94~ I - i 
~ ~ha deU4 necmttb cU ctu porre df11traamni'e alcune eapolilioo ! 
j fff d~t JlvHo c &UUd JlrtJdfma utUl&dOM di 1'tt ConafgUo St:llrJ. • ; 
! tf/teo JnterntUionale cha coUaborerA alla real~ cU · scit i 
= t ra.sf ormtidom. ._ 
~ i 
~ a · e All'tnfdo def la1'0rl dt coat1Wfono del Centro h4 fatto rlf m 8. 
i menio ancM U prSmo 71Uniltro TadeU.11 Mciioiowc~ ne.U4 1UG I : 
~ dlchiaradone pronimcfata daoanU au. fslec:timere dtll4 !'V po. · ; . 
; l4cca t10110 H colloqvfo con U pre1tde1de ui Congru10 Mondta. ! 
! ~ Bb~a•co, il ''0· Edger Bron/man, 1ottoUMando t1U la preaen. ; 
~ ia del rcppresentante gowrnauuo alla cerimonitl di Atlkc1nottl ; 
; eJprime la preta di pori.tiOnt del gotierno ~laeeo~ Ha Hprtaao s 
~ l 'int1nitone dt elfmlnare 00121.genert ere attrm dot rapponl Ira i 
~ f 110Zaeeht e gU ebrei, per condminare ~ o~• /orma di amt.c. i : 
; mitttmo, chi blJoqna combattere citraiier10 vna gfNta e:ctuccz.· i · 
! .rtone. ~ 

i STEPAN WIUCANOWICZ i 
e I -1i111uu11111111111111111u1111111111111u111w111m11111111mu1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111m111mmllllllll~ 
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VAT lC AN RADlD 

- 12 -

RADIOGIORNALE M.ARt!DI' 2~ F!BBIAIO 1990 

Le altre notizie - 3 

4) - L'~RCIVESCOVO Dt MADRID, ANG!L SUQUIA GOICOECHEA, II!LITTO 
STAMAN! PRESIDENT! DELLA CONF!R!HZA EPISCOPAL£·:·:.SPAGNOLA · ..... _ ... , .. 
P!ll TR! ANKI 

MADRID,• L'aasemblea plenaria dei v~acovi 1pacnoli, riunita da 
1eri & Madrid. ha rieletto stamane l'arci~escovo dell& capitale 
apagnola. il cardinale Aucel Suquia Goicoechea, presidente della 
Conferenza episcopale per i pros1imi tre anni. Durante 11 di~· 
scorso da lu1 'ronunciato 1eri all'apertura de1 lavori dell'aa­
aemblea, 11 porporato tra l'altro ba esortato i cattol1e1 ad e­
aprimeze le loro .convinzioni in oga1 campo, "ad esempio - ha a~0 
&1unto - nell'annunciata riforma de11'1nse&namento" o Pdi fronte 
alla possibile liberalizzazione completa del1 1aborto aelle prime 

· aettimane d1 gravidanza''• Su queato terreno - ha sottol1neato 11 
cardinale Suqui& Goicoechea - "noi credenti non possiamo rimane­
re inattiv1". 

5) - COHINCIATA IN POLONIA LA COSTRUZIONE D!L CENTRO INTERNAZI0° 
NALE DI PR!GHIERA ALL'ESTERNO D!L CAMPO DI . CONCEMTRAM!RTO 
DI AUSCHWITZ. INTERV!NUTI l!IU ALLA POSA DELLA PllIMA PIETRA 
IL CARDINAL! MACHARSkl E UN lAPPRESENTANT~ DEL GOV!RNO PO­
LACCO 

VARSAVlA.• Con una epeciale cer1mon1a. t atata poata 1er1 la 
prima pietra del Centro internazionale di di•lo&o e di pre&hiera 
all'esterno di quello che fu il campo di 1terminio di Auschwitl, 
dove s1 traaferiranno anche le suore carmelit&~e abbandonando la 
edif icio in cui adesso r1aiedono a ridoaao del recinto. Alla cerl­
monia sono intervenuti il car.dinale Franciazek Macharski, arc1-
vescavo d1 cracovia, nella cui d1ocesi t s1tuata la localitl il 
cui nome polacco ~ Osw1ec1m. e il capo del'uff1cio del consi&lio 
dei miniatr1 Jacek . Ambroziak . ronti di etampa <aeute~) riferi- . 
scono Chi non vi erano rappresentant1 ebrei tra le vent1 persone 
che hanno preso parte alla cerimonia. Si ritiene che la costru­
zione del centro sia deatinata a riaolvere la controversia sol­
levata da orgauizzazioni ebraiche circa la preae~za de11e euore 
car.melitane nel perimetro del campo. Come era atato con~ordato 
fin dal 1987 tra esponenti della C~ieaa cattolica e de11 1 Ebr&1-
amo a Ginevra. 11 centro avrl carattere ecumenico e aor1erl a 
mezzo ch1lometro di dist&n2a dal campo vera e proprio, au un'area 
di tre ettari e mezzo. 11 name ufficiale t Centro di 1nformazio• 
ne, dialogo, 11truzion~ t pre&b1er&. Comprenderl sale· di r1unio~ 
n1 e conferenze. una moatra, una bibl1oteca e allos&i per un 
centiuaio di oapiti. Le euore carme11tane avra~no riservata una 
ala dell'edificio. Mon t po&aibile per ora aapere quando 11 cen­
tro sarl pronto. Il primo m1n11tro Tadeusz Mazoviecki, che ha 
incontrato i presidente del Congresaa mond1ale ebra~co. Edgar 
lronf=an, ha aottolineato la volontl polacca di rimuovera tutti 
g11 oatacoli con la comun1tl ebraica ~ il rifiuto di ogn1 mani­
featazione antisem1tica. 
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Gr6u~a (;;6k.en 
for prayer site 
at Auschwitz 

WAJ{SAW (AP)-Ground wa!! broken yesterday for a 
prnycr ccnlr.r that officials hope will rnd th~ long-fe.~tcring 
dispute over a Roman Catholic convent at the Au~rh\\'itz 
death camp. 

Also yesterday, Edgar Bronfman, president of the 
World Jewish Congress, met with President Wojciech Jaru· 
zelski and Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki and declared 
la ler: "There are 110 outstanding problems between the 
Jewish people and Poland." 

The convent housing.about a dozen Carmelite nuns on 
the edge of the Nazi death camp has angered Jews and 
others worldwide who see it as an intmsion of Christian 
symbols at a site where most or the victim~ were Jews. 

The Roman Catholic Church agrerd at negotiation~ in 
1987 in Switzerland to relocate the nuns lo an inl~rf:iith 
prayer and education center farther from the camp. hut a 
February 1989 deadline for moving U:e nuns was missed. 

After Polish church officials balked last year at fulfill­
ing the agreement. the Vatican intervened in September and 
upheld the d~sion. The new Solidarity-led government of 
Mazowieclti al!io hai; worked lo speed up construction of the 
new center. 

Cardinal Franciszelc Macharski of Krakow. whose 
;irch<ti11N'.'ir. h;is juri,.dictinn over the site nrar the suulhcm 

. : 

"l / ~;· c-i ,, ...... ., .. . ,,. 
, .,,,._ .. 7 (./ I'.:~ .. ~ . . :-·: \ ; . 

... - ... ·. 

Poli!=h cily of n~wiecim, presided over the ground-breaking 
ccrcmon\'. 

"~1~y ju~tic.c. peace and love radiate Crom this place 
:inrl lr l r1•11p!r r1nrl rnou~h strength in this pl:tce to over-

Please turn to Page S 
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for Auschwitz center 
Continued from Pillge One 

come what di vides them , for 
the ... good of mankind," Macharski 
said as he took a shovel and dug out a 
few scoopfuls of dirt 

During his meeting in Warsaw 
with Bronf man. Macharski said his gov­
ernment's support of the project was 
illustrated by the presence at the cere· 
mon~· of Jacek Ambroziak, head of the 
Office of the Council of Ministers and 
the prime minister's close aide. 

"This is not only a maller for Po· 
land or Europe," Ambroziak said be· 
fore the ceremony. "The construction 
of this center will have international 
significance in view of the extermina. 
lion of the Jewish nation, which here 
suffered the greatest losses." 

The first phase of construction 
will be to erect a temporary fence 
around the site, now an empty field 
with a few trees in the distance and a 
sign announcing· the planned construe· 
lion. 

Bronf man called the ground­
breakln~ "very important." 

Citing the prayer center construe· 
lion. Poland's plans to launch full diplo­
matic relations with Israel next week, 
and the eovernment's pledge to fight 

anti·Semltism, Bron(man said ·outside 
Mazowieckl's office: "There are no out· 
standing problems between the Jewish 
people and Poland.'' 

But Bronfman said he did not 
know exactlv when the interfaith 
center would' be completed and the 
nuns moved. 

"I don't think deadlines arc use· 
ful." he said. "It creates a kind of emo· 
tionalism that 1 think is not good. so I 
did not press for an ab~olute deadline. 
The spirit was. as soon as possible." 

He also expressed conrern at what 
he called "a resurgcnc(' of anti-Semi· 
tism in Poland." 

This "is part. I suppose. of the 
P.rice of democrac\•," Dronfman said. 
'If you are free to do an~·thing else. ~·ou 

are free also to not like people." 
But he sa id the go\'ernmcnt's 

stance against anti·Semilism is ··very 
clear.'' 

"I express the intention of the Pol­
ish government in all matters relating 
to Polish·Jewish relations to arrange 
them successf ulh· and to remove all 
frictions," said Mazowiecki. in a brief 
statement after the meeting. 

''We are thoroughly opposed to 
an)' form of anti-Semitism and we be· 
lieve that . .. it should be counteracted 

AUO<l&ttd PttU 

Polis~. Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowleckl, right, shakes hands with 
World Jewish Congress President Edgar M. Bronfman during a meeting 

In Warsaw 

by e\'ery means." Information, Dialogue. EducaUon and 
The new religious center at Ausch· Prayer at Auschwitz, It will Include 

witz will be about a quarter-mile from meeUng rooms. exblblUon and confer· 
the death camp on a nine.acre site. ence halls, a library and accommoda· 

Known officiallr as the Center for . lions 'for nearly 100 people, PAP said. 



· . .. 
.. ; ~- . . 

:.: ' .. ~ .. : ... .· =·· ··: : 

. . • ;; :·.· : : 
' • .· • .. . .· .. . 

>-/u/cro 
·Wt.1'·begins oD. new hoi;ne. 
:.:for nuns of"~uscbwitz 

· OSWJECIM (Reu°ter) - A Catholic. . Mazowice'ki said lhe cerelllony 
cardinal and a Polish govemmcnt showed bis g<Wemment's rotal o~ 

· ininister dug the first spadefuls of position to anti-Semitism. ·. 
earth yesterday ...... on the site of a "The position of the Polish "gov­
planned .interfaith ~ntre intended ernment on anti-Semitism and fight· 
t.o replace the controversial Cannel- ing any forms of it is clear. We are 
ile convent at Auschwitz. totally opposed to it," be said. · 

· · Prime Minister Tadeuu Bronfman, whcr visits Au.$Cbwitz 
Maz.owic:clci and World Jewish Con- today, said there were signs of a rise 
gress president Edgar Bronbnan, of anti-5emitism in Poland, but add­
who· mct in Warsaw yesterday, said ed: '1bcre are no outstanding prob­
the start of construction was a major lerns between me Jewish p(.Ople and 
step towards ending the dispute over Poland." . . · 
the convent and improving Poland's He said a visit to Poland ·next 
relations with Jews worldwide. week by Foreign Mi!lister Moshe 

.. We expres$ed tbe conviction . . Arens to sign an agreement re-esu~ 
that today's laying of the corner- ·lishing diplomatic: ties a;fter 23 yean 

. stone for t~~ ~uscbwitz":centr.e showed the two c:oy.ntries bad 
. !Darks the beginrun.g o~ 50l~Dg this . h~aled their rifts. · · · · 

· problem,.. Mazowieck1 · sa1d. after . , . · . . · 
. • µieeting Bronfman. The oew. ~ntre•s sne is S®· m~ 

· At' Auschwitz, Cardin.al Franas. · ~.es from the present con't'e,o.t, b_uilt 
· · zek Madwski and cabinet minister· an l~~ . : . . . . 
. :.Jauk Alnbto2lak symbolicaJly dug :Jewjsb or•~!°m. were. ·out-
. the earth, but theie we:e no Jewish · raged by the Churc;h s failure co ho,u­
reprcsentatives -among the 20 pee>- : ol.lr .a 1987 agrec~nt to move the 
pl¢ at the urcmony. · . co:wenr ~ Fe~ruary_last year . 
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GROUND BROKEN FOR PRAYER CENTER witz did not stop several hundred demonstrators 
TO REPLACE CONVENT AT AUSCHWITZ Sunday Crom expressing anger over the slow pace 
By Su.saa Blroba11m a11d Alllsoa Kaplan or the convent's removal 

A leading Belgian Jew said the construction 
work "'wHI certainly last several years, and may 
be stopped at any moment because ot !act of 

NEW YORK, Feb. 19 (JTA) - Ground was 
broken Monday for the interfaith prayer and 
education center that is to replace the Carmelite 
convent at Auschwitz. 

The ceremony was attended by Cardinal 
Frane.iszek Maeharski' or Krakow, in whose diocese 
Auschwitz lies. and representatives or the Polish 
government. No Jewish leaders attended. 

News that the ground-breaking ceremony 
would take place Monday was reported Friday by 
the World Jewish Congress and confirmed by the 
International Jewish Committee Cor · Interfaith 
Consultations, or IJCJC, which has been negotiat­
ing with the Vatican on the issue. 

Elan Steinberg~ WJC executive director, 
claimed that "the Cirst spade had been struck" on 
Monday as a direct result or negotiations between 
his group and the Polish government. A WJC 
delegation arrived Sunday night in Warsaw, for 
meet ings with Poland's leaders. 

On Monday, Prime Minister Tadcusz M:izo­
wiecki opened his conversation with the visiting 
WJC leaders by personally apologizing for "the 
hurt caused by the Auschwitz convent controver· 
sy, .. Steinberg said. 

He said ·Mazowiecki told . WJC President Ed· 
gar Bronfman, in a. live television broad.cast, 
"Today • . the coriierstqn«; Js .. being laid for . ..the 
center' as a Cirst step in the implementation or 
the agreement." 

Last Thursday, the president of the Bishops 
Conference Cor Relations With the Jews, Bishop 
Gaston Poulain, launched a fund-raising appeal 
among French Catholics (or construction of the 
new center. 

Nuns Stll! Not Lcaylu . 
The construction work, which may take up 

to a year and a half, solvCJ only a part or the 
problem posed by the convent. The estimated 11 
nuns living tbcrc apparently have not left the 
site, and it is not clear when they will. 

Steinberg said the WJC leaders will have a 
better idea or the timetable when they visit 
Auschwitz OD Tuesday. when a representative or 
the PoUsh Catholic Church will officially present 
the delegation with the government's commitment 
to build the center and to move the nuns there. 

Commenting on the ground-breaking, Stein· 
l>erg .said that catholic-Jewish relations .. have 
taken an important itep forward today." 

These were also the words or the chairman 
or UCIC.• Seymour Reich, who met with Vatican 
oCCicials last week in Rome. 

Reich called the ground-breaking ua concrete 
expression or an intention to resolve the matter. 
I sense a good-Caith attitude on the part or 
Vatican officials." 

Reich. who is also president of B'nai B'rith 
International and chairman or the Conference or 
Presidents or Major American Jewish Org:iniza· 
tions, said the Vatican officials acknowledged 
"that the wrong procedures were used" to try to 
oust the nuns. 

ID Brussels. meanwhile, progress on the 
construction or the interfaith center near Ausch· 

money." · 
The dcmorutntlon was called by "the Coordi· 

nating Committee or Belgian Jewish Orgaalzations. 
The Bclgiaa Jewish 1community has been at the 
forefront or protCJts ' against the c9nvent, since 
its presence was first made known in J98S. 

The chairman or the Coordinating Commiuec, 
Lazard Perez. remarked on a disturbing coalition 
or members or extreme right-wing 1roups and 
neo-Nazis, .. who arc eager to support those who 
refuse to remove the Auschwitz convenL" 

( n A correspondent Yossl Lemplcowlci In 
Brussels contributed to:·111~s report.) 
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kt • taTormt 
dfbvL dn lrl• 

YllllY l1'amlr11 t •'un c-tr• 
do prllrt• ju •chrftltn dans · 
hnclcn c11mr. t concenlntlo" 
d'Auachwlti.. tarmfU\e1 dt• 
vralent ttn bl \6\ transffrffl 
dans ce e.enltt. ppalou que ~ 
rc~rt de etf tr &\IX prtYU1 par 
Un Accord •iBI\• 2a ttvrSer lta'J· 
A Otnlve Pl' qu trt cardlnaus et 
plu1lt1ara rep t111u d'll ~ 
oatmie rnondl~valt provoqu' uno va~t de \eSt1Uons au 
tt'ln sur\out d coiamuuuus 
Julvu dan• le dt, mall •Ulll 
MM c\~ bre-. :11\ll""" t-ttM.lL- • 
guts, ~ont cetia1a1 au11I en 
Pologne. , . . 

lA pruldent ldu Coftll:I• Jut! 
m1:1ndfllJ, dnnt rornnlsi\lon rt· 
pr~1onlt qucJqu; 10 COl'llmunt\I• 
th Julvcs d•ns le mondo, dolt 
a~Jnum~r jusg~'l mtrcrtdl m rolol"'· JI do[\. rencotlll'fr snAr• 
tit, Ud1rult,~• _priald•n' do 
Soll arltt weh aJHa. avanl de 
u r11ndrt en vi.ti dDnt lts eamp1 · 
tf'AuKhwH1 et 'Btr~u. p~D 
do Cra~lc, IJ •ott • _pallfr 
devaf\t • k I taftt dle'riL 

. ~· . . _.-.. 
·.· 

, ·: . 
~~don . ·· ·:;:: 
Mardi 20 f ~vrier. 1990. ! 

... 

• Ph>J quc aymboliq\lt. C'est 
d+but du tranux. Lt~:d lgca:­
poll\lquu polona ia on~' mt>11: 
ont bonnt fol ti un~ ~ nr ' 
ton~ t><trpliot1t1tllu.; ·e~t · 
l\OUVUU p11ys. 

· PMpos rcc11.~F 
J>OLt1 

Sulc!! tn elnqulfo1t pa 
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Broilflliani~:.-.~'.Fin ·d'une atteinte 
aU syinhOiC~Cle. la ·sh.Oah 

' I • . • ·,: t ; '• t I I I• 

Volt dJbul tTJ prrmll'!•. pr.ge.'. : : 1 \. S ien sOr. · NO\IS ruivons ·\r~ · tcict ~1ulco"f1 "t ovt'c Jo11 CP\ tOu· 
· · · ·. latltntlvemtnt ce phtnom~nt· rogt . · 
. 11 u t paasioMant d'~trc let 111 : p~rlout l l'Est. Pour ce· qui con• • Notrr position sur ce plan ut 
n dlclaren\ pet1u1dh ClUt ·ccme la Poloeot. aucun dt mu . tonnut. No1111l°~von' prtvu dans 
l'tiilttt · va ropect.ar la ·parolt lntcrlocu\.euK ""• nil! quf, b!eo · !'agenda quoe no1ir 11vons prop<11~ 
d011nw et nout ont proml1 de · •Q\lt le nombre do ,lullf 101t ln!j. 111.ur autnrlh!s polonPli>es aucun 
bin \Out pour qu'll en a.cit &ln1i. ·me Jct. un tP.l ~robllune exislt. co nt11ct de cc 11~nrt. Nou~ avio:u 
Nouf c:royona q1a cct~ attalntt: ·<Ala •t~nt. M. Ma:z:owl~kl ,·,rt d"oOJtres prroccupaUons. 
Au ayrnbok de la Shoah l p·ris fin. : montri absoh:mtnl fennc et dt-o • Lu co11s~qiunc:r' dt In riuni· 
P4'0rmab. i i y aura dt mtlllt\I· ·cld• • 1'1 opposer avec touk 11 /leo cion df l'Allemogflc par 
rN rtl11tion~ tntrr 11 peuplc Jul( . ferrnetf dt 11?s conv!cllnn~ tt dt ezrrnplr 7 

· e\ 1' pe1.1ple ~lonal1,· de m&nt· · eu moytns. L'ompleur de co P."°~ • 0 11i. c·cat unc qucsUon ""' 
qu'enlrt cehll~ct el 1le .pwplt lbltme couvrt tn fait \Oute lEu• atntlelle pl'.lur tou~ J'£uropc. ti. 
1mfricaln. · · • : . • · · ~tOpt do l'Est. JI h ut pArlout in• c'·••t notre gravt pn!occupallon. 
• •Pour quan.d HI'''"~ J4 fin· :si.urer Its rn~cani1mu dont la 11 n' t1t pu n~ctssairc d• trop 
du·lrayouz 7 · ·, : - · · · ' :dtmocralit dltpo~e pour Cal_rt. fa• ~pUotucr: nous avonc liuucoup 

.. OffielfJlemC"Bl, Jt n al pH de- '.ce l ct fl6•u. · · en CC'll!Ullun: In Polonal1 tl lu 
tnaftdf une ·date UinJw. car ctle. 

1
, :. C'••• ···n nio1.1, m•'~ " •• ,,:~ . Julfl ont ur.e np'r~cn~c hlstorl• 

Q'H un cllma\. ' rop 4mQUonncl.. ··• • 1• .... • -" quo •11tllonn\c. 
OU1olc:>1ot"'cnt, J• ~ .. :. i"l'"-:ulr. p.u ...... , '"' l 1111!nomtnf 11911•: • L'offolrc d u c4""tl d ''' J,& • 
dlr. quo lo11t acra flt>.ldw ~AU !ttv~?, .. · cle,.chll Jlor un proupc to1hoU· 
t \ d•m!- • . . i '• Out, · 1·1nfo@m1U1m1 C5\. uli i ,,,,, .. en . lftl!l19ut . L.'olcrfe ~ ~If 

• u cormtl Tl rs. cmoffleTNnC. • tnslrument politique et unc fa~oa doM~c por lo cornmunoutl '""" 
f'GI #.c' l'unlquc IV]tl cf~·llOI wn·· 'trh traditlonntllc d'cxprinm It . de Belg1giu 111uri. tr ello o '"""· 
OtTICtfonl 1 · • · • ·, :natlonalinnt, la "fnophobie, aa~ · ~e 1t1onifei1I ~ cJi1714nd1t .•. 

• C'K\ uacl. l/1Ua1"t du u r- . eravo\i elnon engtndlia par qua•· • . • 11 flut h id,nuncnt ruler YI• . 
mel 411nt ~t~ daiia J. pha.u de · rantc nMt" de communlll'ftt . Eft Jrilanl. Mais f«J>'rc quc l"•ff11lrt 
u 1olullon dftinh.lv1, noh• priA•. • Polosnt oO II n'y a pra\lqutmtn&. · ~u carm~l .•pprochc: iSt 1a "1lu· 
elpal souel ~t .1. ·~ •' le •pl\11 dt Jut!a, 11 Ht utillst. cornrr1f t1on. Et pu11q_ue nous perlons «tt 
dan1tr d1 J'antlsfniltll.O\t qui ; atJleU~ •par Jn advar&airH du Ja · 'Bclgiq~. (l hi faut pas. A ~ct 
l'fUurgH p.vtout • l'Est.,.: • ' 'pouvolr •it mQCRtlqut nouve.:au .iaard. oublltr le Kilt eucntiel et 
' · • ~ dlmoc:-r~U1atio.11 porU•f. !tt fragllt. En outrt, lta .luUs on\ cour111t1nt qu'a louf . wr dilf~· 
1111 I oriU1lmlt1mr 1 . ; :ieuJoun 6U ltt boues trnlsaalNa rtnts urralris, dans la rtehercht 
. • Daat• un eertaln 14~•· oul. jduliJ)&. 'tt 1ultuallo" fconoml•. de cttto foh1Uon,· lt ccrdin11l 
L'antl~f?l11fme· ulataJt ·avlJlt, •que "' t~ clltticllt... ·. : Dannffb. le ptlm1t dr Delglqu~, 
blen 1Qr. reals t a inan!ftttaUon : " · · • • · ·· · . ·• a1.1qutl je voudrala. dt Varcorie 
publique Ht~ qutlquo a.orte lt · : • Ln 1Cllfft1 orga~uo&h>n• 1v!• ptHl~~ml'flt. """"r" 1111 profond 

I 
1 
~' ···· . . 

r· l ' 

S?rlx dt J• clf(noc:rAt1,, T"' tllvir44 : l'Or ot ~~· _.,. :Jw1114• »•~C ,,,., . hommaJt. · 
de paro t ~ , . crhUnn·UhJ'l' dt : Vl\f po' u'o" tm/t rwtt a llg.i.~ ' ·• Poro/11d par l'o//olrr d 11 CG•.. f 
dlf"rtnh coura~h poliUquu, cf, ~~,.to lno cf.!.clar~t lonf pot!. md,: f t dta/n911~ j11df()-<Glll.o!i·. i 
on' fu"I faeilJ~.hJ)pariU~n.de . (trop " " 01icfu c!u corcH.not , qr•t pcuc-il rtpr1ndr1 ? c 
tteu~•mmh~*"t~le~t~.isb;> CiUmptrt.t ~rlm11e de Pn.lng'!'· LI ·~·n r•ut 1·.,~i>~u:i .. . · · · • • ·, 
{out Cl• dlnl\ t- 6vldtmm~l\L ~ .prlmor '~' t1urle1lfd. 111ai.t n tll'r:~1 1")· f 

•.1'01 • tu ltmll\f on Pol.cg'1 r... . 110"' P"' r ua11i tlit n o11cr 1111· c.,,"~ •. • r. Ml ( 
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C~r~el d' Auschwitz:-
la ~r~ip~~~~ .Pi~~e \ · -. •J 

I . ;: 

. ' de;l 'apa.1,tlltenr·: 
Alo~ ttu•u~ tnUUer de pet10n· en dehors du 111.t d1.1 canif. u · · 

nr1 m nllcat.alcnt lout ltt lllrl• 11hrltrrJ un nnUV'l!AU r.nuvl'n qui Iii. 
plultf_. ~imoncbe matln, dins la PC'Ciwa tee canntUtea dtech•us. t 
rttt$ f P111(tUt11, pour ttclimtt sits actutJlt'mtnl install~ dan1 
If df~ _rt Cts camelltes ln1tat- un bltlmt11t dt l'antfcn c.amp de :C, 
l~u puls It~ • 1'1nt6rle;r &le La mort. ~ 
1 ·.~ n fn u P de la mo rt Ce crutn, d'~· ~?;rft~t. de 
d. Au Wlt1., ll ll>D"n~I( 41Ut ~.~ hK\arta. e<>mprt.ndra. A\,IAAI 
Ii ' " tJtra HUS ~·aiftlnqe• Uft fO)'ef 4- Rl\Con\m P.QUT or· 
tucnt u tent de prt~rea. oO genltiir dl'I trpo1ltlon1 ac. con-
~olv• •1rt '' nsft~ Cff nr· · rerencta, et une aalle ~r cln~rn.a .. 
1nfllL s, eomuienuralent ct alNl qu'une c ntatson d!J ~It· 
lupJI. rltl • IYIC· h6i..J .tt nmureni. 

t lJne fonddlon1 rnt.e aur pted 
("'u\ l'aBe"u polonAlU dt en d~mb~ dtmle1' par Mrr Ma- . 

il"'~sc ~Ar qui a annonc~ J1 nou· >· cnanx.t ti dlrl•ff par li P. Mprk 
"ellt, lt~nt un Proch• collabor•· ' Olownt ,,._!&. dt Ii ~ri• dt CraCQrie, \ 
t<'ur d cordtnal Frenclsuk Ma· H trwirgH de tf1.1nlt ks fond11 
di"nk ~ arctavtqut d• Craeovit. n~liC• • l'amtft•lftlttnt de 
Lt• ~e m ln1.tm1llot1at d'ln!or· .. , ~ •. 'f}t:t. . . · ' · · · 
m1.i10 1, d'ttudea. de dlalo~ ft , · ·· ~ 1·»·· .·. ~ ·>- • : 
d·· p1 i ttt ura b6tl l 600 m•tnt 6wtze "1&.:~1 po.iJ, • ... 

. t 

Aus . hwitz : l'Eglise _tiendrait parole 
Volr dU>ul "" pr1mtt#i pagt. 

F.t des t.~1rat1 ont. d~Jl ftf 
sign~~ av dttl tn\rtpriwa ·de 
tr;ive\I• pu let. · 

la communau julve ln\em:i.\I~ 
n•lt. Au• le e1 d~ cet •cc:ord, 

IA d~pla: l dt:t cann~lilt>t 

el h construction du Ctntre, • 
donl le•· plans a.ont l'ctuvtt d'un 
archttul• c!t Cracovle, Andnej 
Bllakl, ftalcnt prm1 p•r Ju ac· 
c"rd.I de Oentn conel1.11 \'old 
deux ·ant - t)(ICltmtnt 1t U f •• 

vrltl' 108'7 -~\rt des aprfUft• 
lAl'lts dt l'J:gU ulhollque et dt 

les rellgleusc polonaise• •\I· 
r'atent de& qu Uer lea lieux le 
22 ffvricr de l ~nnH dcmlht eu 
plus tard. La .partlt cathollqu' 
avail par la ult! ,..._pouss4 te , 
d6lal t\I 22 Jul let 1989. c 

L'is1bc p onalle, avte au 1 
eremler ranJ e Ctrdlnal~rlmat dt 
i1t Polnint. •1 Jozd Qltinp. · 
avell lent~ ae en~tocter CH. IC• 

. . ' 
·• I, "• 

I 
I 
I 

. eordl, provoq an\ \In loll~ gtnf- ft 
ral a\I &eln de communauttt Jul- ta 
vtl tt de 1f~.1 critlqut1 d'ant 
let ranes de f Eglbe catbolique •" 
tUt-~1i2e. ; -

La poHml~' n'a prte fin 
qu'avec l'lnt tnllon du V•U· 
eanl lit! U sti> mbrt lOH1 lequel 
•va t dtclatt ccuelllll • poslU· 
vcmenl • la onstructlon d 'un 
Hn\rc de prl 1 ou lralent •'in· 
1L1Utr lts ca tll\ts. · 

-' SI le• dfcl• aUoni d\I Congrb 
iuU mondlal de l'archtv!ue de 
tra~ovlt 1'1 rent ce lundl. J• · 
prtml~r~ pi d\1 Cehlte e 
~rl•ru d'Au hwtii: ~r• t:ans­
i:lou\e ctllt .de l'analumenl. (AFP.) .. r 
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'' tA'llBRE BELGIQUE 

. ... AU$Cl;WJrz, . ,·, . 

1 . Le Coilgr~s /u1,::· 
.. ,· l11J'~41fll.:conflrlt}e 

Un inJUJe.r de per~n12es Ju I­
ves cL cathoJ tque1, on& man'ffes· 
tll dJman¢he a Druxellea pour 
r~lun~ Jo d6part d111 earni6JJ· 
~.d1 l .1nc1on c:amp de eoncen· 
trolloti d'Au~hWJll. Los manl· 
tcacenu Ont ex.lgf quo J'i!Rllee 
Ct\h0Uqu1 l'9CP.f1Ct.e HS en11ge­
m"hU1 oL ClrgenlH au plus rat le 
dt1>4n du r•U1Juu1111. 

A New Vor~, M. !lttn &torn· 
be11. dJrtcteur edcuclf du C'.cn­
~ JuJt -mondial, 1 'onflrm~ 
qu'\I" •ocord 6udi 'ntervenu J 
i>ropo1 du c.nnol d'AuschwJIJI . 

. lo OOftllfUCtfon d'un Ctll'ltte plu. 
rlrelf&le\lX c.ommencara ct lun· "'· .. · . . ·. . ...... .. .... 
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I ork On new convent 
.to st art near Auschwitz· 

~J.~v ;.t./1f}"/d 

. . . WARSAW (AP)-Constructlon is to 
begin today on a religious center to 
liouse Roman Catholic nuns who have 
outraged many Jews by refusing to 

'.leav·e a convent at the edge o,f the 
·Auschwitz death camp. 

Prime Minister Tadeusz Ma­
zowiecki and Edgar Bronf man, presi­
-dent :of the World Jewish Congress, are 
1o Bnnounce the· start of building after 
meeting in Warsaw, spokesmen said. 

The grg.u~dbreaking will come 
nearly a year' after the Feb. 22, 1989, 
deadline for moving the nuns under a 
1987 accord reached by Catholic and 
Jewish religious leaders in Geneva. 

Jewish groups and others view the 
presence or the small group of Carme­
lite nuns as an offensive intrusion of 

. Christianity at the death camp, built by 
. the Nazis mainly to exterminate Jews 
: because of their religion. 
•· . Despite the Geneva agreement, 
.the Polish church, with backing from 

· oth~r quarters in overwhelmingly Cath­
. _clic Poland. balked at moving the nuns 
.rfri)m a former theater used by the 
:. N~ as a warehouse to :Store Zyklon B 
.. cylinders for the gas chambers. 
··· · Alter international outcry grew, 

land's shattered economy, .said Marem 
Stern, political consultant to the World 
Jewish Conference.. -. · 

"It is not that we are anti-Pol· 
ish but it is an issue that has to be 
solved, and quickly because with this 
whole opening of Poland we have a lot 
of Jews who are ready to come here 
and invest," Stem said in an interview · . 
yesterday. · 

Bronf man will tell Mazowieckl 
~at help is ready, "but be will also, 
have to explain that be wm not do any•' ' 
thing until this is solved," Stern said. 

The convent issue touches on deep­
ly sensitive issues in Poland, where a 
pre-World War ll Jewish population of 
3.5 million has been reduced to several 
thousand. 

About 3 million Polish Jews were 
killed during the war. Most of those 
who survived subsequently emigrated, 
·the last wave of departures taking 
place after an anU-Semitic political 
purge in 1968. . -· 

Known officially as the Center tor 
Information, Dialogue, Education and 
Prayer at Auschwitz, the new building 
will include meeting rooms, exhibition 
and conference ballS, a library and a~ 
commodations for nearly 100 peon""' 
PAP said. "~· 

the .Vatican intervened and announced 
·-:Its. Jlipport ror the construction of the 
~~.religious ceriter. n will be a quarter. 
· mile· from tlie death camp Oil a nine­
. acre site, the official news agenc, PAP 

A sepi!ate section of the bulldinl 
will house tbe convent, the Rev. Marti ··.: :: . . 
Glownia said. The archdiocese of Kra- ·<; ,._ 
kow appointed Glownia to lead the saidyesterday. . I • 

The presenee of the AllSchwltz 
~:~nyent represents a "most, most seri· 
·• ous lssue" to the international Jewish 
:;_'¢0pnnunity, which is prepared to assist 
···!b l!'a~f~rmill_g post.Comm.u.~.t Pa. 

center and oversee construction. · · 
Tbe Vatican bas pledged finaDdaJ 

s~port for the construction, and funds 
al.So will be raised by foundatlom a!lcl 
churches elsewhere in Europe. 

, 
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· · Time and elements erode Holocaust museum 
OSWIECIM, Poland (AP)-If the 

masses.of human hair turn malled and 
the piles of inmates' shoes fall apart, 
museum conservators wonder how f u­
ture generations will know the horror 
of the Auschwitz concentration camp. 

Alarmed by the worsening condl· 
tion of the barracks, gas chambers, cre­
matori a and archives of victims' be· 
longings, a team of Western specialists 
has volunteered to map out a preserva­
tfon effort that could cost up to $40 mil· 
lion. 

The Culture Ministry of lhe new 
non·Communist Polish government also 
has formed a commission to change the 
3&-year-old museum exhibition, which 
highlights the Soviet army's liberation 
of the camp but mentions the Holocaust 
only in rass\ng. 

"I nothing is done, In JO to 20 
years, this site will be practically non­
existent," said Frank Reiss, vice presi­
dent of the New York-based Ronald S. 
Lauder Foundation. "lt is falling aparl 
It is in urgent need of repair." 

The foundation struck an agree­
ment with the government-run museum 
to .provide technical advice and raise 
funds for the preservation. It sent a 
team of experts, including the chief 
conservator from New York's Metro­
politan Museum of Art, to assess the 
damage ln December. 

"The tens of thousands of pairs of 
shoes, U you touch them, they fall to 
dust," Rew said. "The ruins of the gas 
chambers, they have to be pre$erVed, 
but as ruins, not put back together Hot· 
lywood-style." 
· Nazi Germany built the Auschwitz 

.. concentration camp and the adjacent 
Blrkenau death camp in southem Po­

·'land to carry oat Adolf Hitler's "Final 
. Solution." &tlmates of the number ol 
. people killed there range to 4 mllllon, 

mosUy Jews from across Europe. Vic­
tims also included Gypsies, homoseiu· 
a\s and political prisoners. ,,.... . . 

Experts seek to preserve evidence 
of death camp horror in Poland 

Partly demolished as the Red 
Army approached, Auschwitz was- Ii· 
berated on Jan. 27, 1945. The camp re­
mains much as it was left: The sign 
reading In German "Work Makes You 
Free" above the gates, the train tracks 
bisectln~ the vast expanse of Birkenau 
and ending feet from its destroyed cre­
matoria. 

Cywinska has named an independent 
Auschwitz commission, including muse­
um experts and religious experts. 

"The commission is to see whether 
the exhibition fully reflects the histori· 
cal truth and whether it speaks to 
younger generations," said Krysyna 
Marszalek-Mlynczyk, the vice minister 
leading the panel. 

Inside a brick barracks at Ausch- · Commissioners found many prob-
witz ls a museum exhibit opened In the lems with the exhibit commentary on a 
mid-19505. The masses of hair, piles of recent inspection. 
shoes and mounds of eyegla~. artifi· "There is a phrase: •All Poles 
cial limbs, suitcases and baby clothes spontaneously helped Jews.' Every 

· give the human toll a vivid dimension. ~ord of t.his phr~s.e could be ques-
The museum staff, headed by for- tloned," said Franc1s1ek Cemka, head of 

mer inmate Kaiimierz Smolen, has the Department of Museums. 
struggled with the beautlf ying effect of "Il was not all, and it was not al­
ever-growing grass, the soothing sound ways spont.aneous. They were under the 
of birds singing and the government's threat of death, so one was more bold, 
limited resources to maintain the one was Jess." 
camp_'s hellish authenticity. Reiss said the foundation wants 

It Is left largely to the silent tesli- the preservation effort to ensure "that 
mony of the names on the suitcases and the real story be told, that at Birkenau, 
a separate, less-visited exhibit support- - · 
ed by foreign Jewish groups to remind 
visitors that the camp ellsted mainly to I 
exterminate Jews. 

1 The site ls officially known as a 
"Monument to the Martf!dom of the 
Polish and Other Nations. • Tbe official 
guidebook describes the concentration 
camps as the main Nazi weapon 
against "conquered people, mainly . 
Slavs, above all the Polish nation and 
the peoples of the U.S.S.R.. as well as 
Jews and other persons considered to 
be such."· 

Poland's new government Is ready 
to tackle such sensitive lssues. Pro-Soh­
dari t y. Culture Minister lzabella 

95 percent or more of the prisoners 
killed were Jews." · 

The Polish and International 
teams also face difficult conservation 
problems, such as bow to preserve bar· 
racks built by inmate laborers. 

"We cannot just replace the bar­
racks with new timber or strengthen 
the roofs with concrete, as they will tell 
us later that we have falsified It all," 
Marszalek·Mlynczyk said. 

Pollution and a rainy climate also 
make things worse, Smolen said. 

Still, there Is no imminent danger 
to the artifacts, the museum director 
said. His staH of 17 5 already has a · 
preservation program in place, though 
with limited funds. The museum bad a 
1989 conservation budget of about 
$35,000. 

With as many as 10,000 visitors 
coming daily to the museum, the com· 
mission also plans to work with the sur· 
rounding town on developing accommo­
dations, including the inte_rfaith prayer 
center to house nuns whose convent on 
the came perimeter led to a dispute 
with Jewish groups. 

"I hate to be pragmatic about 
these things, but Auschwitz Is a No. 1 
tourist attraction In Poland," Reiss 
said. 
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02-19-90 11843 
Ground broken 'for new convent for nuns liring at Auschwitz. 

By· Religiou$ News Service 

(RNS) ......, A Roman Catholic. leader joined with a representative of the Polish government 
Feb. 19 in breaking ground for the site of a new convent for a group of Carmelite nuns now 
living at the site of the Auschwitz concentration camp. 

The ceremonial ge5tures by Cardinal Franciszelc Macharslci and Jacek AmbroZiak. 
a representative of Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki, took place almost three years to 
the day after Cardinal Macharski and th.rec other European cardinals signed an agreement · 
pledging to hav~ the .convent ·relocated by the end of February 1989. 

When the deadline came and went with ~o progress. last year, Jewish groups reacted bi 
anger. The presence of nuns at the site has been a source .of controversy between Catholics and 
Jews who bef ieve that Auschwitz should be free of any sectarian structures. 

The si.tuation heated up last year with a July protest by a group of American Jews led by 
Rabbi Avi Weiss of the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, N.Y., who scaled the convent walls and 
were beaten by Polish construction workers. Cardinal Macharski subsequently announced that-be 
had abandoned plans to build a center for Christian-Jewish dialogue near the site because of 
what he called the "atmosphere of aggression and disquiet sown among us .. by tbe protests. 

Polish Cardinal Jozef GJemp further inflamed tensions by telling Jews not to .. talk with us 
from the position or a· people raised above all others .. · and implying that the demonstrators at the 
convent site might have killed the nuns if they had not been evicted. 

The controversv anneared to be headed for a resolution last SeDtember when Cardinal 

Glemp agreed to implement the Feb. i2, 1987 agreement, following a dinner meeting.in London 
with Sir Sigmund Sternberg. chairman of the executive board of the Jnlemational Council of . 
Christians and Jews. 

According to press reports in the West, Jaroslaw·Sczcepanski, a spokesman for the Polish 
government, said the start of the construction was directly Jinked to the re-establishment or 
diplomatic ties between Poland and Israel, which was scheduled to take place Feb. 27. 
"The government attaches great significance to the construction or a house of prayers," he said. 

When the convent is completed, the 14 nuns at the Auschwitz site will be relocated to the 
new facility about SOO yards away. No deadiine has been set for the completion of the project. 

The groundbreaking took place during a visit to Poland by Edgar Bronfman, chainnan· of 
the World Jewish Congress. Mr. Bronfman was received. in Warsaw by President. Wojchiech 
Jaruzelski and Prime Minisler Mazowiecki. He sent a representative to the groundbreaking -
ceremony arid was scheduled to visit Auschwitz the following day. 

Rabbi Weiss described the groundbreaking as "a first step in the right direction. .. but he 
suggested that the nuns could move into temporary quarters while the new facility is being built. 

••Every day the nuns remain on Auschwitz grounds is a violation of the solemn 1987 
Jewish-Catholic accord for their removal and is a desecration of the memory of the six million. 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust:• Rabbi Weiss said. · 
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Nuns Are to Quit 
Site at Auschwitz· 

By Th• Asloclaled Prus 

Jewish groups announced yester· · 
day that they had setUed a b~tter con-. . · 
'met with the Roman: Catholic Ch~ .. 
moving a Carmelite convent from the : · · 
grounds of the Auschwitz concentra~ · . 
tion camp in Poland. · 

Groundbreaking is expected to be- ·· 
gin on Monday on an interfaith center 
outside the gates of the forrner.death 
camp, and the center will be the new 
home of the Carmelite order, said 
Etan Steinberg, chief of the New 
York-based World Jewish Congress. 

The group of Carmelite nuns estab­
lished a convent on the c:Oncentration­
camp grounds in 1984 in a building' . 
that had once stored the Zyklon-B gas 
used in the gas chambers. Two mil­
lion Jews died there in World War JI. . 

ProtestS against the convent began '.:·· 
in France arid spread around the · '·' 
world In what became known as the · . 
Geneva Ag~eement of 1987, Catholic/· .; 
bishops agreed with representati~.i.: ;_ 

· of the European Jewish Congress to~; Ji 
remove the convent and build an ~~- ~ 
terfaith center off the groun~~..,,_~ ·· :·: 

Poland's Ronian Catholl.c · · -­
) osef Ca~~ · .(;temp, · sp0~e.'.:. , 
. against the agreement as the . 
. Jµie passed and bis comments~-
strong rebukes by Jewish aru(~ 
lie leaders and Solidarity. SomeOf . 

. . , • p· d . criticism was di~ted at JeWISh~p~ The Carmelite convent at the Auschwitz death camp in olan IS testers who climbed over the feru:e'Ql, · ~ 
to be moved. An interfaith cent er will be built in' its pla,ce. · - - ·die coriverit during ii protest . . : ::: :~ 

~"'6Tf.~~;;:. 
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Convent dispute said nearing solutio1 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

WARSAW-A Polish bishop ac­
tive in Ca1holic-Jewish dialogue as­
sured a group of visiting American 
rabbis recently that the dispute over 
the Carmelite convent at Auschwitz 
is on the way to a satisfactory reso­
lution. 

Bishop Henryk Muszynski, 
chairman of the Polish Episcopate's 
Commission for Dialogue with the 
Jews, said construction would begin 
soon on an interfaith center to which 
nuns from the Auschwitz convent 
would be relocated. He said he 
hoped the new home for the nuns 
would be the first part of the center 
to be built. 

• 
Muszynski met with a 30-mem­

ber United Jewish Appeal rabbinic 
mission touring Eastern Europe. He. 
was accompanied by a leading Soli­
dari ty member. o f Parliament, 
Janusz Onyszkiewic:z, who said the 
Solidarity-led government is look­
ing forward to close relations with 
Israel. 

The bishop tried to explain why it 
is taking so long to relocate the nuns. 
They were supposed to have moved 
off the Auschwitz grounds in Febru­
ary I 989. according to an agreement 
reached two years earlier in Geneva . 
by a group of European cardinals 
and Jewish leaders. 

"Activities to build [the interfaith . 

center] will start as soon as possible 
in the spring," he said. 

A joint committee of church and 
government leaders is forming in 
Krakow specifically to promote its 
construction, the bishop added. As 
of now, he said, "the nuns are still in 
the convent." · 

Muszynski explained that "it's 
very hard to expect them to move 
from one provisional place to an­
other, and in Krakow there is no 
other place for them to move." Kra­
kow is the nearest large city to Aus­
chwitz and the seat of the Catholic 
archdiocese." · 

" We have to do everything possi­
ble to start building the center," the 
bishop said. " First, I think we 
should build the part for the nuns." 

He stressed, however. that the 
problem is not only building the 
center and moving the nuns there, 
but changing the auitude of the Pol­
ish people on the subject. 

• 
"There's a very strong opposition 

in Poland against moving the nuns." 
Muszynski confided. "We need 
time to prepare Polish public opin­
ion. 

"We have had 45 years of our his­
tory now without contact with the 
Jews. Dialogue is very difficult," he 
said . .. We have to explain every­
thing from the very beginning." 

Muszynski explained that to 
Poles, establishing the convent at 

Auschwitz meant placing a religi1 
symbol at a place of martyrdom ti 
the Communist authorities tried 
"banalize" and "atheize" in a\\ 
abhorrent to the deeply religic­
Poles. 

.. It wasn' t appropriation," 
said. "But it's important to put sor 
sign of religion there. The major 
of people died there, I'm sure. w 
prayers." 

Parliament m:::ml 
Onyszkiewicz said the govemme 
too, " would like to see the conv< 
issue solved, as was agreed in C­
neva, by moving the nuns." But 
agreed the issue is complicated 
the grass-root<; attitude of Poles. 

Onyszkiewicz underscored t 

desire of Poland's first non-Cc>: 
munist government in achicvi< 
reconciliation with the Jewish pc 
pie. He acknowledged that there 
much in Poland's past, particub 
during World War II, that Po' 
could not be proud of. 

At the same time, he stressed ti 
for centuries Jews have been an i 
tegral part of Poland, with a ma_' 
impact on the country's history a· 
development that should ne·1er ' 
forgotten. 

• 
Muszynski also told the UJ Am 

sion that plans are under way for 
extensive renovation of the muse1 
at Auschwitz, which until now " r 
been a museum of nationaliS!_ll a 
Communist propaganda." Maj 
changes will stress more clea!"IY. t 

· Jewish experience .. in that temt 
place," he said. 

A special government co~Il! 
sion working on the transfoT1!13t1 
should be ready with a comptehe 
sive plan by this spring, according 
the government newspar 
Rzeczpospolita Some work has : 
ready begun and cons~ction p~ t 
interfaith center for mfonn3t1c 
meetings and prayer will sWt '· 
the coming weeks," the paper sai< 

It added that the commission r. 
resolved that the future of the Ar 
chwitz museum "will be consJder 
in consultation with Jewish orga; 
zations." . 

The commission wa5 created h 
last year by Culture Minis: 
Izabella Cywinska, under the al 
pices of Prime Minister Tadeu 
Mazowiecki, Poland's first nc 
Communist prime minister in me 
than four decades. 

Jewish 'n!legraphi.c Agen ::Y 
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CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN SOON ON CENTER 
WHERE CARMELITE NUNS WILL BE RELOCATED 
By Ruth E. Grubwr . 

WARSAW, Feb. 6 (JTA> -- A Po~ish bishop a~tive in Catholic­
Jawish dialogY& as5ured a group of visiting AMerican rabbis ' 
Monday that the dis~ute ovsr the Carmelite convent at Au&~hwitz 
is on the way to a fiAtisfactory resolution. 

Bishop H~nryk Muszynski, chairman of the Polish Episcop&te's 
ComMission for Dialogue With the 3~ws, said Qonstruetion would 
begin soon on an interfaith ~enter in which nun& froM the 
Auschwitz convent wo~ld be relocated. 

He Gaid ha hoped the new home for the nuns woul~ be the 
·first part of the center to be buil~. 

Muszynski Met with the 30~meMber United Jewish Appeal 
rebbinic MisGion touring ~ast~rn Eu~opm, whiQh •rrived in W~rsaw 
on Mond~y Morning and wafi to leave for B~dapest 6n W&dne~day. 

He was aecompa~ied by~ leading SolidArity memb•r or···· 
Parliament, Janusz Onys2kiewicz, who said th• Solidarity-led 
~ovarnment is looking forward to close relations with Isr&el. 
--More-- · 

The .bishop tried to explain why it is taking so long to 
reloeate the nun~. They w~re ~upposed to have moved off th& 
Auschwitz grounds in Febru~ry 1989, ~ccording to an agreem~n~ 
rea~hed two years earlier in Genava by a groug of European 
cardinals and Jewish leaders, 

· ·~ctivities to build <th& interfaith cent~r> will start as 
soo~ as possible in the spring,'' h& ~aid, 

A joi~t eommittes- of church and governmsnt leadars i• 
fo~ming in Krakow ~pecific~ l ly to promot~ its construction, the 
bishop edded. 

~s of new, h~ said, " "the nuns a~e still in the. convent,'' 
Mus~ynski explained that ' ' it's V$ry ha~d to eMpa~t them to 

Move from one provision~l plac~ to another, and in Krakow, thGre 
is no ~tMer place for t~em tQ move. '' · 

Krakow is the neare&t large eity to Auschwitz and the seat 
· ~~ the Catholic ar~hdiocese. 

''Wa h~ve to do everything possible to &tart b~ilding th& 
canter,'' the bisho~ said. " "First, I think we 6hOuld build tha 
~art for the nu~s.•• . · . 

He ~tressed• howmvsr~ tnat the problem is not o~ly building 
the center and movi~g the nuns thera, but changing th& attitude 
of the Polish people on the subject. 

''There'~ a very strong opposition ih Poland ag~inst moving 
--More-- · 

.the nu~s,'' Muszynski QOnfided. ··we need t1Me to preparR Poli~h 
publie opinion. 

··we have had 45 y••~s of o~r hi~tory · now without conta~t 
with tha Jews. Dialog~& is very difficult,'' h& said. ~·we nave 
to ex~lain everything from · the ve~y beginning.•• 

Muszynski eMplQined that. to Poles, establishing th&· eonvant 
at Auschwitz meant placing a r~ligious symbol at a plac& of 
martyrdom th~t the Commu~ist authorities t~iad to' 'banaliza'' 
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and • ·~theize'' in a way abhorrent to th• deeply religious Poles, 
''It w~sn't app~opriation,'' he s•id, ''But it's important 

to put soM• sign of religion the~e. Th• MAjority of people died 
·ther•, I'm SUt""G>, with Rr~yers.'' 

Parliament Member Onys2kiewicz said th& govern~ent, to~; - ­
' 'would like to jee the ~onvent i&su• solv•d, as wa& agreed in 
Gen~v~, by Moving tna nuns.'' 

But he agreed the issue is eomplieated by the grass-roota 
attitude of Pola&. 

Onyszkiewicz underscored th• de•ir• of Pol~nd'a first non­
Corom~ni$t gov•rnMent in achieving re~oneil1atioh with the Jawish 
oeopl&. He aeknowledged that the~• is mueh in Poland'& past, -
partieularly during.World War· II, th•t Pole& eould n~t be proud 
of. 

At th• ~ame tiMe, he st~~s6ed th~t fo~ ~~hturie& Jaws have 
--Mo..,.e--

been a~ integral part of Poland, with a maJor impact oh the 
cou~try's hiatory and develo~ment that &hould never be forgotte~. 

Muszynski also told the UJA mis&ion thQt plane are und~r way 
for an extensiv~ renovation of the museum at Auschwitz, whi~h-
unt il now ''has been a Museum of nationalisM _ ~nd Communist 
propagal"1da. ' ' 

Major ehangeG will stress more elearly the Jewish ewporience 
''in that te~rible place,'' he said. 

- ~special government commi~sion wQrking on the 
transformation should be ready with a eomp~ehensivq pl~n by this 
spring, according to the governMent newspaper Rz&cz~ospolitia. 

SoMe wor~ has already bequn and eonst~uetion of ths 
ir11.~r~faith center for ir1forrn~tior1, meetings and pray•,.. will start 
''i~ the . coMing wseks,'' the paper s~1d. 

It ~dd~d that the comMis~ion h~5 ~ssolved th•t th& fut~re of 
the Auschwitz m~seum ''will be c:~~sida~ed - in consultation "ith 
Jewish o~ga~iz~tio~~·'' · 

The ~ornm1saion was cre~ted late last ye•r by Cylture 
Minister Izabella Cywinska, u~dsr the auspices of P~ime Minister 
T~deus: Mazowi~ckj, Poland•s first noYi-Communi&t prime minister 
1~ ever four decades. 

Stanislaw Krajewski, a consultant to the American Je~ish 
· Congress who is ac:tiVE i~ Polish-J11wish affairs aYid Jewisn-
--More_--

Catholic dialogue, said there are already some changes at the 
~YSQhw1tz Museum. 

''M~1c:M more rt1entior1 is r1ow r11ad& of the Jewish presanC'e .at 
Aus~hwitz,'' h• said. Also, tha museum will ~•move ~efe~enQ&5 to 
·•4 million'' Nietims the~•· · 

_•'This is not a t'l"ue figure,'' Krajewski said. • ~Thel"'e is no 
way to know e~a~tly how Many people dled at Auschwitz. lt is 
probably 1.5 toe Million -- 90 pere~nt of whom we~e Jews~'' 
JTA END ...... 
r1rtnn 
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~ADLINE: Catholies move to re~olve disuut~ ove~ Auschwitz mona~tery 

lTE~INE: WRRSAW. Poland 

:YWORD 1 POLAND 

10DY1 
' The Polish Roman Catholic Church .Monday took it& first practical steo toward 
•solving ~ dispute with Jewish · groups over ths cresenca of CarMelits nuns at 
.sch....,itz, the fot'tllel"' ·Nazi death camp • . 

C~~din~l Francis;ek Maeharski of Krakow ~nnouneed establi&hme~t of a 
und~tio~ to collect funds for an inta~national cr~yer center at a ~ite near 
e former ~eath c~mc but le~~ objectionable to Jewish groucs th~n the nuns' 
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' 
rre~t headouarters. 

TMe goal of the foundation is to collect mon•y and other mate~ial ~oods to 
ild the c&nter, the orficial new~ ag9ncy PAP said. A pro~ram co~ncil will b~ 
ooi~ted to work ou~ an aAenda of aetivities for the foundatio~. 

The canter was pr~mised by Maeh~rski in an aQr&&Ment with Jewish grouQs in 
~9Va i~ 1987, under which the nuns . were to be MOVGd by F•bruary 1989. Jewish 
~ani%~t1ons eonsider Auschwitz a special place of rem&Mbranc& and object to 
~yers beinA said there by other raligiou5 grcups. 

The . 14 nuns are living i~ a church u$ed by .the Nazi& d~ring th~ war to store 
:lon-S ga5 used to kill vi~tiM5. berore their bodie& were burned in the 
~rnatoriums~ The church s1t!9 a_djacent tc. tha Auschwitz. wall. 

Last sp~i"g, a r~di~al · Jewish tea~her froM N•w YQ~k arid six of his 
1dents &calod the QOnva~t w~ll in • protest over th~ Polish ehurch's f~ilure 
keep its· agreem.ent to r11ove the r1uns., · They were chased. away, b1.1t Polish 
•kQ~s and the head of tha Poli&h ehu~ch, C~~dinal Jozef Gl~m~. eriti~ized the 
~ident and .insisted -the nun~ had a right to .stay. 

Glamp•s comments inflamed AMerican Jewish ··groups amd for~ed GleMo to 
eel a ~lanned ~1eit to th& UnitRd States. The V•tica~ ev•ntuAlly stepped in, 
ering finanei•l aid to bYild the int&rnational pra~&r center, and GleMp 
larad that the nuns would be moved after.all. 
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Work to start at 
Auschwitz 

~ was the wrong s~o for co.nslr\lc• 
lion work. He hoped for a "symbolic 
gcs1ure", such as the laying of the found&· 
tion scone, as a sign that work was really 
underway. '# ... 

" ... . .• ·"'!'' 

., 
.'/:·. ·: . .. .. : ··.· ·: .·· .· 

Construction of a new untre at Auschwitz 
is to begin "in the next few weeks'', 
according co representatives of the 
arcbclioccse of Cracow. The new building, 
a centre for information, study, prayer and 
meeting, will be about 500 yardl away from 
the fonner Nazi extermination camp's 
lbcauc where a Qumelite convent bad 
existed for the past five yean. Jewish 
groups took exception to the prc:scnce of a 
Catholic convent on a site which bad 
become synonymous with the Holocauc, 
and agreement wu reached ill Ocacva in 
February 1987 between higb·Jcvcl Catholic 
and Jewish delegations for the lranSfcr of 
the DUDS to another building furtbu from 

Romania 

. the camp's boundaries. Delay lD punin1 up 
the building led to .evcre teDSioN betwe.ea 
Catholics and Jews, only resolved by· firm 
VaticaD backing for the speedy imple­
mentation of tbe Oeneva agreement (TM 
Tobk!. 23 September 1989). 

A representative of tbe Cracow arcbdio­
cese•a press of1ice1 Marek Pernal, bu told 
lbc Swiss news ~gency APJC that there ii 
every hope that the work will start soon. 
He said that the st.atu1cs of Che foundation 
created by the An:bbisbOp of Cncow to I 
oversee the work and find tbe money to i 

pay for lt had beea deposited with the 1• 

Polish Ministry or CUJture ill mid·January, 
and that there only remained some legal 
f ormalitics to be settled. The chanc:eUor of 
the uchclioccsc administration, Fr fidchu, 
con1irmcd that this was so, and that more 
than half the two hectares of land needed 
for the centre bad beea obtained. But the 
co-diairman of the World Jewish Congress 

..... ·ia Oeneva, Gerhart ~egner, pointed oy 
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REACTION TO CARDINAL. MACHARSKI STATEMENT ON AUSCHWITZ CONVENT 

BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, INTE~NATIONAL RELATIONS CONSULTANT FOR· 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITI'EE 

The stat'3ment attributed to Cardinal Macharsky regarding the Aus·chwitz Carmelita 

convent, if accurate, is deeply disturbing. Should the Polish Catholic church 

not implement the agree~ent signed .in Geneva with European Jewish leaders 

regarding the building of a new convent and interreligious center a\.Tay from 

Auschwitz, that would constitute a serious violation of written pledges and 

mutual trust. 

I have q been speaking with W.::: .. ::::'iliP Polish leaders by O'?ers·eas telephone 

during the pqst several weeks, and I was informed that Candinal Macharsky's 

vommitment to build the new convent and center in 1990 was firm. They argued 
. ,..... . 

that it Yas.; necessary to have a perio_d of calm in which hostilities would hot 

be stirred up·· so that the building plans could go forward. Apparently, the 

recent highly-publicized demonstrations against the Carmelita nuns have touched 

off a furious reaction among Polish Catholics who now support, even insist, that 

the Carmel ite convent not .be moved . 

The present moment requires patience snd wisdom on ell sides. Several 

of us in Europe and the United t:::::i States Yill intensify our contacts with 

Polish Catholic and government leaders in order to try to reverse this present 

unfortunate development. We will continue to report to the Je~ish community whether 

:We will'be able to~ avert the tragic possibility of S9eking to convert 

Ausohwitz into a Christian holy place at the expense of what pro6oun1 meaning the 

Shoah hol1s for the Jewish people everywhere. 




