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DRAFT

The Ameritah Jewish Committee, the Anfi-Defamation League of_B“nai'Brﬁth;'and

The American Jewish'ConQrésS deplore thé resolution adoptgd'étfthe Executivefmeet_
ing of Ehe World Jewish Congress 1n:Moqtréa1; May 7, f989,_ca11ing on its

member communities in 70 countries td refrain . from meeéiﬁgfwﬁth;the current

Pope during his future vjsits;abroad; 5

The failure by the Catholic Church of Poland to_.-fu_lfi'ﬁ the two-year old.
commitment to remove the.farme1jte convent presenti} on the site of the former
Auschwitz death camp . is iﬁdeed-a cause for serious.cbnéern; We believe 1f |
essential thatﬁCommitﬁentscmade be kept and welc3113gh the European church’
leaders who were also signatories to the qgreemept ahd“fhé Vatican -- whose
support -for the agreement we have reason to aséume.;-'to:work toward a speedy

resolution of this painful problem.

At the same time, we cannot forget that Jewish—cathoTiﬁ relations extend over a

much broader fange of issues than the'Auschwitz convent brob]em. Since Vatican II

and the adoption of Nostra Aetate in 1965.much progress has been made in
strengtheninglmutuaT respect and understanding between Jews and Catholics

worldwide.

A more positive aftitude toward Jews and Judaism and an affirmation that God's
covenant. with the Jewish people remains unbroken'havg'found[expression in

Catholic teaching on the highest Tevel. -



DRAFT

Page 2

There remain issues of disagreément on political and diplomatic mafters, and
some of these have-Ied to Catholic-Jewish tensions in the past and may lead to
tensions in the future. The absence of full diplomatic relations between the
Vatican and the State of Israel deserves particular mention as one such issue.
But we believe that these outstanding problems will not be resolved by refusing

to meet with the spiritual leaders of the Roman Catholic Church,

Such a course can only exacerbate: tensions and make it more difficult to find

appropriate solutions.

We therefore declare our readiness to maintain our dialogue with the Roman
Catholic Church on all levels because we believe the search for reconciliation

to be our joint responsibility from which we are not free to desist.
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Embassy of the
POLISH PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

Press Office

2640 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20009 e 234-3800

"POLISH AUTHORITIES ON CARMELITE CONVENT IN OSWIECIM

/A statement by the Office of Govermment Spokesman/

The Carmelite convent a?ﬁlication for taking over the
building for a cloister at the former concentration camp in
Auschwitz<Birkenau was aﬁproved by the Office for Denomination-
al Affairs in 1983, Earlier no single institution or organizat
ion was interested in place at which the convent is situated
now. It was a storage facility for a local cooperative.

It was only in 1985 that representatives of certain Jew1m
communities presented objectlons to the location of the conven
there. At_tﬁat time direct contacts between representatives of
Catholic Church. in ?oland as well as other European countries
and reﬁresentatives of Jewish organizations took place. On Feb
ruary 22, 1987, in Geneva, an agreement was reached. It stipu-
lated the construction of the Center for Information, Educatio
Meetings and Prayer to which the Carmelite convent would be
moved. To date the Center has not been Built and the convent
remains at its previous site.

In this context protests of Jewish groups from abroad
visiting the site of the former concentration camp took place

at the cloister.



.State authorities are not involved in the above matter.
Nevertheless they_anxioﬁsly wish that the dispute be resolved
in the spirit of the Geneva agreements. The applicétion for the
location of the Center of Information,'Education,ZMegtings and
Prayer was submitted by the Metropolitan Curia in Krakdéw on March
10, 1989. On March 15, the same year'a proper site was recommended
bv the Bureau of Architecture and U;baﬁ”Development and the final
decision regardihé location was méde_on June 15 by the Mayor of the
city of Odéwiecim. ' _

The cuestion of starting the construction and its financing
does not inyolye state authorieties but only the ﬁarties to the
Geneva agreement. However the state authorities are concerned
by growing tensions over the case of the convent and they appeal
for restraint, understanding and calm, espec1ally‘at the place
which is the symbol of martyrology of millions of neople of dif«
ferent religions and nationalltles. ?urther fanplng qf tensions
has also negative international implications esﬁeciallyion the ew:
of the 50th anhiversarv of the outbreak of World War IF, It weak-
ens the significance of the martvroloqy~o? Jews  and Poles.

We are for quickly taking measured and fair steps to fulffll

the Geneva agreement.

Polish authorities will make efforts to contribute to
the resolution of the conflict.
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DE LA COMMISSION DE L'EPISCOPAT POLONAIS POWR LE DIALOGUE

AVEC LES JUIFS

Suite 4 l'énoncé du Dr Gerhard Riegner, co-Président du Conseil

directeur du Conérés Juif mondial/ CuM/ a Genéve, rapporté par l'Agence de

Presse Internationale Catholique dans le n°® 4 du 4'janvier 1989, je suis

dans f'obligation d'y apporter quelques précisions.

1.

‘Tous les documents de 1'Eglise catholique d'une certaihe
importance concernant les relations avec les juifs, ont été depuis
longtemps traduits en  polonais et sont facilement accessibles
aussi bien dans le pays tout entier que dans chaque diocése.
Actuellement la pubiication compléte, en langue polonaise, et en

un seul volume, de tous les textes concernant ces problémes, est

" en"cours de préparation. Ils ont, par ailleurs, fait 1l'objet

d'études et de travaux universitaires.

Le Cardinal Joseph Glemp, Président de la Conférence Episcopale
Polonaise et Primat de Pologne, et 1'Episcopat polonais tout
entier, apprécient l'importance du projet proposé par le Cardinal
Franciszek Macharski, Métropolite de Cracovie, pour la
construction du Centre d'Information, d'Education, de Rencontre et

de Priére 3 Auschwitz.

Le rdle du Centre d'Auschwitz - tel que 1'Eglise catholique 1le
congoit - arété claiéement défini par le Pape,. qui, s'adressant
aux autorités juives a Vienne, a affirmé : “Parmi les multiples
initiatives d'aujourd'hui qui sont prises dans l'esprit du Concile
pour le dialogue Judéo-chrétien, je voudrais indiquer le Centre
pour 1'information, 1'éducation, la rencontre et la priére qui va
€tre réalisé en .Pologne. Il a pour objectif d'étudier la Shoah,
ainsi que le martyre du peuple polonais gt des autres peuples
européens, a4 1'époque du naticonal-socialisme, et de se confronter
4 eux sur le plan spirituel. Il est A souhaiter que ce Centre

produise de féconds résultats et serve de modéle a d'autres



nations. Les initiativé§ &e ce genre -produiront é&galement des
fruits pour la convivence de tous les groupes de la société et les
inciteront & s'engager en faveur d'une nttgntioh réciproque pour
les faibles, les délaissés, les marginaux, i'syrmonter 1'hostilité
et les préjugés, & défendre les droits de l'homme, en particulier
le droit & la 1liberté religieuse, pour chaque personne et
communauté." Par ces paroles, le Pape,.a définitivement donné au
projet du Centre d'Auschwitz, orienté vers l'avenir, une dimension

ecclésiale et universelle. : : ;

Les difficultés retardant la réalisation du projet du Centre comme
le déplgcement du Carmel d'Auschwitz, ne proviennent en rien de la
‘mauvaise volonté, mais sont toutes de nature objective. Elles_
résultent en partie de formalités administratives, en partie de
l'histoire méme d'Auschwitz, de sa sign!fica;ion et de la valeﬁr_
symbolique de ce lieu pour le peuple polonais. De méme que pour
les juifs, Auschwitz gstfle symbole de la Shoah, de meéme pour tous
_lgg_fg&gqg§s;<ﬂﬂsch;1tz reste le symbole du martyre sanglant de la

nation polonaise, J

Pour nous, la construction du Centre et le déplacement du Carmel
sont aussi importants l'un que 1l'autre pour 1l'avenir, dans
l'esprit méme de l'accord signé a Genéve, le 22 février 1987. Ce
projet de Centre est orienté d'une maniére tellement évidente vers
1"avenir, Il doit servir & 1'éducation des générations future#, au
peéfectionnement de 1'information et & 1l‘'approfondissement de la
compréhension mutuelle. Il mérite sans aﬁcnn doute de la part des
chrétiens et de la:part des juifs, la juste reconnaissance de sa

) L R
valeur, l'engagement sincére et les efforts communs.

Au nom de la Commission

Mgr Henryk Muszyfnski

Président



Dear Mr, Leibler,

Thank you for your letter, I believe that we agree far more than we disagree
on the countering of anti-Semitism.

It is a m&tter of both conviction and practice with me that no one, Jew or
gentile, has the right to 'dignify' or tolerate antirSemitic remarks. I
fully concur with your feeling that these must be coﬁgénéﬁ’claarlv and
unequivacally. The record willl show that I have made my position clear

on this point on many occasions, and in many parts of the world.

At the same time, I am persuaded that neighsr the Jewish psople nor the
Jawish cause are served by stridently denouncing people and leaving it

at that. That may relieve the emotions but it generally effects no change
for the bétter.

My belief is that, along with the strongest mwbmusiomfimsiiom condemnation
of allianti-Semites, there must be an effective strategy and program to
change their views, especially when they are in a position to influence the
attitudes:and behavior of not just tens but hundreds of thousands, and
possibly millions. The decisions of Vatican Council] IT on Cgtholic-Jewish
relations is a dramatic example, I believe, of the positive changes that
can be brought about in the Jswish interest.

I should welcome an ooportunity to discuss #=a these and related matters
in person. I do ®elieve that we share very much in common.

With kind regards,

Fours sincerely,

Sir Sigmund Sternberg
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HIS EXCELLENCY

TADEUSZ MAZOWIECKI
PRIME MINISTER ELECT
THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

WARSAW (7), POLAND

IN BEHALF OF MANY THOUSANDS OF JEWISH LEADERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, WE WISH
TO EXTEND TO YOU OUR HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON YOUR
ASSUMPTION OF THE OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER OF POLAND. THE JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE
HAD A LONG AND COMPLEX HISTORY WITH THE NATION OF POLAND, AND WE EAGERLY
SUPPORT EVERY MOVEMENT TOWARD THE ESTABLISHEMENT OF DEMOCRACY, ECONOMIC JUSTICE,
AND HUMAN RIGHTS. |
WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT JEWISH LEADERS IN THE WORLDS OF COMMERCE, TRADE, AND
FINANCE WILL WANT TO PLAY AN APPROPRIATE ROLE IN HELPING POLAND ACHIEVE
ECONCMIC GROWTH AND STABILITY. WE HOPE IT IS NOT MISUNDERST@OD IF WE MAKE REFERENCE
TO THE FACT THAT THE CURRENT IMPASSE OVER THE MOVEMENT OF THE CARMELITE CONVENT
OFF THE GROUNDS OF AUSCHWITZ TO THE AGREED UPON NEW CONVENT COULD BECOME A SERIOUS
OBSTACLE TO PERSU@D«G THE WESTERN WORLD OF THE NEW SENSIBILITIES OF THE
EMERGING DEMOCRATIC POLAND., WE ARE PREPARED TC DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO HELP-

IN THE CAIM AND MUTUALLY RESPECTFUL¥Z RESOLUTION OF THIS HIGHLY PUBLICIZED PROBLEM.
AGAIN, PLEASE REST ASSURED @HEX OF OUR HEARTIEST BEST WISHES AND OUR PRAYERS:
FOR GOD'S RICHEST BLESSINGS OVER YOU, YOUR FAMILY, THE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT, AND
THE FUTURE OF A REWIVED DEMOCRACIC POLESH NATION AND PEOFLE.

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,.

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM

 LONDON, ENGLAND ~ NEW YORK, N. Y.
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Church balks over AuschWItz convent

NEW YORK (]TA}

“long-promised removal of the

Carmelite convent from Ausch-
witz has been indefinitely post-
poned by a Polish Catholic car-
dinal, 2 move that Jewish leaders
say will severely strain Catholic-
Jewish relatons.

Cardinal Franciszek Machar- ch

ski, the archbishop of Krakow,
announced on Vatican radio

__Aug. 8 thar the building of a

proposed interreligious informa.-
tion center was now "an impos-
sibilicy."

The announcement drew criti-
cism from the other three Ro-
man Catholic cardinals who
were signatories to the agree-
ment reached two years ago to
remove the nunnery from
Auschwitz.

Cardinal Albert Decourtray of
Lyon, France, said that the
agreement made with represen-
ratives of world Jewry in Geneva

. on Feb. 22, 1987, "is mandatory

and binding on those who
signed it. Its decisions cannot be
re-examined."

His statement was supported
by Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger,
archbishop of Paris, and Cardi-
nal Godfried Danneels, head of
the Catholic church in Belgium,
both of whom also signed the
1987 agreement. h

The proposed information
center was to have been built off
the site of the former death
camp and was to have housed
the convent as well.

Marcharski attributed his deci-
sion to halt construction of the
center to "a violent campaign of
accusations and defamation, and
offensive ~ not only verbal —
aggression, which echoed up to
Auschwi"

The campaign, Macharski
said, was the work of "certain
Western Jewish circles.”

Jewish organizations have re-
acted with outrage, not only at
Macharski's nullification of the
agreement to move the convent,
but at the wording of his state-
ment.

Numerous Jewish organiza-
tions have publicly protested for
the convent's removal, and dem-
onstrations have been mounted
at the convent itself.

Last month, seven New York
Jewish activists climbed over the
fence surrounding the convent
and asked to speak with the
nuns. They were beaten and

dragged off the grounds.

This demonstration reportedly |

incensed Macharski. Sources in
Europe say that Macharski
called the demonstration "vio-
lent and intolerable® in a meet-

. ing with local priests.

Rabbi Avraham Weiss, who
led the demonstration at Ausch-

- witz, called for Jewish leaders to

*freeze dialogue” with the Vati-
can untl the convent is moved.

Weiss also said the Polish gov-
emment should bear responsibil-
ity for the convenrt and suggest-
ed a travel boycotr of Poland by
Israel and world Jewish organiza-
tions if the situation does not
ange.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, who

has been deeply involved with
the convent issue, is taking a
more conciliatory approach.

He said that Polish leaders had
told him in the past few weeks
that Macharski's commitment to
build the convenrt and the cen-
ter by 1990 "was firm."

But, Tanenbaum said, the re-
cent demonstrations have
caused a backlash in Poland and
"touched off a furious reaction
among Polish Catholics who
now support, even insist, that
the Carmelite convent not be
moved." g )

In his statement, Marcharski
said he was suspending action
on building the center since,
*because of lack of respect for
the nuns and for their human
and Christian dignity, the peace
to which they are entitled was
disturbed. Christian conven-

tions, the symbols of faith and of .
. piety, were not respected.”

Israeli officials said recently
that the Polish deputy foreign
minister had indicared to Israelis
that his government would in-
tervene in the matter.

Earlier this month, Decourtray
solemnly promised that the con-
vent will be removed "at its ear-
liest” and blamed the delays on
"local bureaucracy” in Poland.

The Federation of Polish Jews
of the United States urged in a
statement that the Catholic-
Jewish interfaith dialogue be sus-
pended until the conflict is re-

CARMELITE CONVENT which
at the heart of a longstanding cor
woversy.

solved.

The group also urged the car
cellation of Jewish participatio
in observations to mark the 50t
anniversary of the outbreak «
World War 11, scheduled to tak
place in Poland Aug. 30 to Sep
4." At the same time, it issued’
call to Jews around the world t
suspend trips to Poland b
groups or individuals.

Recent sermons by Pope Joh
Paul II seem to imply that th
Christian covenant with Go
superseded the Jewish covenar
with God and that the Christia
covenant was forged because ¢
*lsrael's infidelity."

This conflicts with previol
statements by the Pope th:
God's covenant with the Jev
was "never revoked."

The statement by Europea
Union of Jewish Students sai
that the combination of
Pope's remarks and Macharski
announcement "seems to imp
that the Catholic Church b
lieves that the Shoah was retr
bution for the Jews' infidelity."
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Vatican Urges Relocatwn of Convent atAuschwttA

Connnued From Page Al

Jews,"” said a statement issued here to-
day. It was signed by Johannes Cardi-
nal Willebrands, a senior Vatican offi-
cial, who as President of the Commis-
sion for Religious Relations with the
Jews has been involved in the dispute.
Though it was not a diréct order for
the nuns to move, the statement was
seen by Catholic and Jewish figures as
the Vatican's clearest public commit-
ment yet to resolve the controversy.
Under the 1987 agreement reached in
Geneva, the convent was to have been
relocated by February of this year, but
the interfaith center has yet to be built.
Jews have mounted protests, culminat-
ing in a violent clash between Amer-
ican Jews and Polish workers at the
convent in July, and these have
prompted the Polish Catholic hierar-
chy to suspend the accord.

Glemp Called for Renegotiation

Last month, Jozef Cardinal Glemp,
the Primate of Poland, called for rene-
gotiation of the agreement and de-
scribed the church officials who negoti-
ated it as “'not competent.” The church
officials included Franciszek Cardinal

-Macharski, the Archbishop of Cracow,
in whose jurisdiction the convent is
situated, and three other European
cardmals

After those three Cardinals issued a
staternent declaring that the agree-
ment should be upheld, the Polish
church’'s’ Commission for Dialogue
With Judaism called on Sept. 6 for new
talks with Jewish leaders on relocating
the convent,

Over the months, Jewish spokesmen
repeatedly appealed to Pope John Paul
11 to intervene in the case, but on sev-
eral occasions the Vatican insisted that
the convent issue was a matter for the
Polish church to resolve. Today’s state-
ment appeared to reverse that stand.

{“This iIs, inténded to contribute to a
riore -serene atmosphere in the dia-
logue between Jews and Christians,”
said the Rev. Pier Francesco Furnaga!
i, an alde to Cardinal Willebrands,
after distributing the statement. .|
hope we will be able to brighten up the

mood."” _

‘Today’s statement was published in

the official Vatican Bulletin, which im-
plied, according to a ‘Vatican spokes-

man, that it had the endorsement of the

Pope, who as Archbishop of Cracow be-
fore Cardinal Macharski first proposed
Egg‘convem, which was established in

Today’'s statement was met with
positive reactions from Jewish spokes-
men in Europe and the United States.
Rabbi James Rudin of New York, who
‘eads the International Jewish Com-
mittee Committee for Interreligious

visit to the Vatican today.

“This is a very positive and very im-
portant statement and 1 welcome it
warmly,’”” said Rabbi Rudin, who said
he had personally received the news
from Cardinal Willebrands this morn-
ing. '

*We are moving to an equitable solu-
tion,” he added, “in which there should
be no winners or losers.”

There was also positive reaction
among Catholics, including the French
Bishops' Conference. The Rev. Jean
Dujardin, secretary to the commission
for relations with Jews at the bishops’
conference, said the Vatican had
“cleared the horizon” and endorsed
“the spirit of Geneva.” But he told re-
porters that the relocation of the nuns
was not likely to take place until the
new center was built.

Time of Construction Uncertain

At the Vatican, Father Fumigalli to-
day said the question of when and how
the prayer center would be built would
be left to the Polish bishop in whose dio-
cese Auschwitz lies.

“It would not be realistic to talk
about the number of months or years
involved,” he said, “The central point
is to build the center and it is important
that the Holy See will contribute eco-
nomically.”

Father Fumigalli declined to dis-
close how much money the Vatican
would contribute to the building costs.
Cardinal Glemp has estimated the cost
of the center at $2 million.

Although part of the land for the new

agreement passed in February,
groups from outside Poland stag
protests, one of which ended when F
ish workers at the site beat and ejec
seven American Jews who had ente
the convent.

center had already been bought, Polish

Calhollc leaders have said they la
money for construction and have a
pealed for outside help. According

the 1987 accord, the nuns are to move
a site about 600 yards from “the peri-

eter of the concentration camp.”

Jews began objecting to the nur

presence at Auschwitz shortly aflter t!
convent's establishment in 1984 in
building once used to store deadly ga:

Polish Catholics argued in respon

that there was nothing offensive abc
nuns who lived a secluded life of pray
at a site where many Catholic Poles,
cluding priests and nuns, were ai
killed.

After the deadline set by the Gene
Jew

The dispute became even more bit

when Polish church officials said tt
were abandoning plans for the c
struction of the new center. Cardi
Glemp criticized Jews in language t
many Jews called anti-Semitic and
fensive. In the furor, Cardinal Gle
canceled a planned visit to the Un;
States, scheduled to begin Sept. 21.

Despite the anger on both sides of

dispute, some Catholic and Jev
leaders in Europe have played &

the conflict, calling it merely an
tant. rather than a threat to relat

between the two faiths. But one pr

nent European rabbi expressed
today at the Vatican's statement.

4

death camp

for religious relations with Juda-
ism has acknowledged with satis-:
faction the communiqué pub-
lished on Sept. 6, 1989, by His Ex-

copal Commission for Dlalogue
with Judaism.

The expressed intention to pro-
ceed with the establishment of a
center of information, of meeting,
of dialogue and of prayer, as
called for in the Geneva declara-

* tion of February 1987 is received
positively, because the Holy See is .
convinced that such a center
would contribute in a significant

*hnsulmtions. sounded please;i after a

way to the d_eyelopmenl of good

The commission of the Holy See |

cellency Msgr. Henryk Muszyn- -
ski, president of the Polish Epis-

Text of Vatlcan Statement

* Spécial to The New York Times ., '
ROME, Sept. 19 - Followlng is the text, lranslated {rom the
French by The New York Times, of a Vatican statement today on the
Jewish- Cuthohc dispute over a convenl at the site of the Auschmt‘

relations between Christlans amn
- Jews.

The Holy Father, in effect, in hi-
‘address to the Jewish communit:
of Vienna on June 24, 1988, ex
pressed the hope that “this cente
produce fruitful results and serv
.as a model for other naticns.*

The prayer and the life of devt
tion of the ' Carmelites, whos
monastery will be in some way ¢
the heart of the center, will cor
tribute decisively to its success.

In order to sustain the impl
mentation of this important b

. costly project; the Holy See is pr:
pared to contribute its own finai
cial support

JOHANNES WILLEBRANI
¥ Preside.




MOVE BY VATICAN
APPLAUDED IN LS.

Bishops and Jewish Groups
See Healing of Tensions

By PETER STEINFELS

The Vatican's declaration backing
relocation of a Roman Catholic convent
from the site of the Auschwitz death
camp removes a serious impediment
to better Catholic-Jewish relations,
leaders of the church and of Jewish or-
ganizations said yesterday.

The statement “‘eases tensions and
puts a welcome end to a problem that
has plagued Catholic-Jewish relations
since the Carmelite convent was
oper.2d in 1984, said Seymour D.
Reich, the president of B'nai B'rith In-
ternational. Mr. Reich currently serves
as chairman of two umbrelia groups of
Jewish organizations, the Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jew-
tsh Organizations and the International
Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations.

Similar evaluations came from
spokesmen for the AntiDefamation
League, the American Jewish Con-
gress, the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, the Synagogue Council
of America and the World Jewish Con-
gress.

New York Prelates Agree

John Cardinal O'Connor, the Arch-
bishop of New York, and Bishop Fran-
cis J. Mugavero of Brooklyn ‘quickly
endorsed the Vatican statement. “It is
my hope that it will help to heal the
wounds that have been suffered during
this controversy,’’ said Bishop Mu-
gavero, who was formerly In charge of
Catholic-Jewish relations for the
American bishops’ conference. ‘

‘“The beginning of a beginning,” Car-
dinal O'Connor called the' statement
when questioned yesterday by televi-

sion reporters. ‘‘Now we're going to
have to set about the business of recon-

ciliation, of trying to dissipate what-
ever bittterness has deve t?ped

yesterdays

irmed ‘‘the usefulness
of the quiet diplomatic discussions that
have been going on between Jewish
representatives and Vatican authori-
ties for the last sevegal years."”

Rabbi Avraham Weiss, who occupied
the convent's porch with six other
demonstrators in July and was beaten
by Polish workmen, reserved judg-
ment on the Vatican statement. It in-
cluded no specific timetable for the
convent's relocation, and “‘with a his-
tory of broken agreements, there is

o S T e o -

"The Vatican has expressed support for the relocation of a elite
convent from the site of the Auschwitz death camp in Poland, above,
an interfaith prayer center to be built outside the camp.

—

cause for concern,'' he said. "‘We will
not be silent until the nuns leave.”

Rabbi Weiss said the Auschwitz con-
vent was “part of a larger Vatican at-
tempt to de-Judaize and Christianize
the Holocaust.” Jewish relations with
the Vatican can be fully normalized
“only when this process is halted,”” he
said.

Other Jewish reaction was much
more positive. “‘I am delighted that the
Vatican has broken its silence," Rabbi
Alexander M. Schindler, president of
the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, said.

Henry Siegman, executive director

.of the American Jewish Congress said

- ra'

the statement opened the way to a re-
newed ‘‘dialogue that deals not with
complaints we have with one another
but seeks to address jointly the larger,
far more serious issues that beset our
society."

Rabbi :I‘ﬁng%num said, *"Coming on
th of the Jewish High Holy Days,
this statement will change the tone or
topic of a lot of sermons.”

Elie Wiesel, the Nobel laureate and
survivor of the Nazi horror, called the
statement ‘‘a new beginning in the dia-
logue.” Mr. Wiesel said he was “‘grate-
ful to those Catholics, the powerful as
well as the humble penple whu raised

‘thelrvoiceswimours" L i ¥

¥ ‘__.}'\
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Mr. E111 Wohlgerenter
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

Rabbi Mare 4, Tanenbaum, international relations consultant of

the American Jewish Commlttee and reftiring chairman of the .
International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC)
today announced that Vatican spokesmen reported that "the Carmelite
convent built on the grounds of Auschwitzk is now in its final

phase of realizing the movement of the convent away from the

boundaries of the former Nazi death camp." N

Tanenbaum also reported that on January 24th, Cardinal F, Macharsky,
archbishop of Cracow, issued a statement deddaring that "the new
convent will be built away from the boundaries of the former Nazi
camp, along with the interreligious center for prayer and information.
The convent will be constructed on separate g rounds inside the

new interreligious center, so that it will be in the viclnity of‘the
camp but well outside its boundaries.,”

I3

Capdlnal Johannes Willebrands, President of the Vatican Secretariat
on Religious Relations with the Jews, today in Vatican City exoressed
"gratitude and support for the decision" and for Cardinal Macharsky's
announcement,

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who oresided over IJCIC's hegotiations with European
Jewish leadership headed by Theo Klein, president of CRIF in Paris,

and with four Roman Catholie cardimals, today welecomed "Cardinal
Macharsky's announcement as & sign of good faith which Cardinal
Willebrands and the four European cardinals have demonstrated throughout
thezrxdxfRiewtkx this difficult crisis,”

The four European cardinals, in addition to Willebrands, were
Cardinal deCourtray of Lyons, Cardinal Lustiger of Paris, Cardinal
Daneels of Belgium, and Cardinal Macharsky.

"These five Catholic leaders," Tgnenbaum said,"have understood the.
profound meaning of Auschwitz to the Jewish people and have sought to
honor the sanctity of that horrible death camp to Jewish memory
throughout their negotiations agasinst great resistance from the
Carmelite nuns and some traditional Polish Catholic leaders. From

the very beginning, I felt strongly that the Jewish people have a stake
in supporting their Bllies in this cause, and not to weaken their
credibility by recklessly attacking them. That judgment has been
justified by this action. We now await the next practical steps that
will xmm translate this clearcut commitment into practical reality.”

After the comvent is moved, Tanenbsum said, we will need to reoven in
IJCIC and with the Vatican the discussion of our plans for holding =
series of consultations off the history of anti-Semitism in the Christian
West, culminating in the ¥azi holocaust. Those conferences may well

lead to a major declaration of the part of the Vatican for uprooting
ther poisionous weeks of anti-Semitism throughout the world. wOry



the
iecision

His Excellency

Bishop Henryk Muszynski
87-800 Wloclawek

ul. Gdenska 2/

Poland

Darnrx
My Dear Bishop Muszynski,

I dédevly appreciate your warm and thoughtful letter of January 25th.
Youfr generous and sensitive words mean very much to me, and I
recivorocate your sentiments.

It is reassuring to know that the Cgrmelite sistars hawe assented
to mgememEnk reached in the GenevalAgreement betteen Catholic and
Jewish authorities in February 1987.

But I share your concern as tow hat might happen in the interim
period between that decision and t he time it will take to construct
the new center. As you can see from the enclosed statements, anger
is rising in a number of Jewish quarters over whet is t sken to

be the violation of the ¥987 agreements, and the failura f= of any
movement over the past thirty months.

In response to press inquiries, I have tried toc issue some modermtiong
statements (see the enclosed.) But as Flebruery 22nd comes closer,

and if nothing heopens of a constructive nature, I fear that da 1
voices of moderation will be overwhelmed by the angry pronoucements,
more than likely on both sides.

A key, 1t seems to me, would be to find an "interim center" already
established in which the Carmelite sisters could carry ont heir
vocation ofmer prayer and meditation while the new center would be
developed ‘T do not have eny concrete idea of what is meant by

"a sharp reaction of some Polish people,” but I do believe that
only someCreal action of some interim movement would lead to
reduction of strong satatements onthe Jewish side.

Otherwise, I am afraid thet we will have a dynamic developing of
"reciprocal hostility" on both sides, and that would muddy the
atmosphere for a long time to come.

I do appreciate the real commitment of Cardinal Mafcharksy, pomexeif,
the other Cardinals and yourself to trying to resolve this difficult

-probéem., I pray to God for an warly resolution so that we might be

spared unnecessary further alienation which would set back the
reconcilation that all of us desire.

With warmest good wishes, I am,
Resvectfully yours,

IMAT
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

THE AUSCHWITZ' CONVENT, THE HOLOCAUST, AND THE .JEWS

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

Since the close of Vatican Council IT in 1965, no event has challenged
the integrity of Catholic-Jewish relations as has the construction of the

Carmelite convent on the grounds of the Auschwitz death camp.

In 1984, a small group of Polisj Carmelite nuns quietly transformed into
a convent an old theater used by Nazi SS troops for storage of Zyklon-B gas

with which they murdered several million Jews, Poles, and others in their gas

chambsrs,

The first informaétion about the convent appeared in a fund-raising brochure
distributed in Belgium in 1985. Prepared by a Catholic traditionalist group called,
"Aid to the Church in Distress," the pamphlet stated that the convent enables

"the Carmelites to do penance for us who are still alive," and characterized

e L TP TR ey

it as "a spiritual fortzess and a guarantee of the conversion of

strayed brothers from our countries.™

The reaction, especially among Jewish survivors of Auschwitz in Europe
and elsewhere, was immediate and filled with rage and resentment. WNone of the
literature promoting supﬁft of the convent contained a single reference to the

systematic mass kihling of two million Jews in that Vernichtungslager (annihilation

camp.) The vague, mystical reference to ™the conversion of strayed brothers"

resonated as a triumphal appea® to pursue the dead even beyond the grave.

In subsequent months, the Carmelites erected a 23-foot cross, which is now

the dominating religious symbol ofer Auschwitz. Both the promotional brochures



luschwitz convent =-=2p=

nd the drama:iic cross signify to many Jews -~ and sympathetic Christians = who have
cently visited the comvent, that Auschwitz 1s now being commemorated as a place

entially of Christian martyrdom.

es
“ether consciously intended or not, a revisionist scenario of history has been

L Christians were the victims, not Jews. The sileace over the murder of

unf
Rlaig thet no Christians were murderers. If the pattern were to continue, it is

Jow
. SUggBSts‘a that in fifty years Auschwitgz will be parceived as having nothing to do

not i b
Rocnoevalik, termination of the whole of European Jewry, nor with the demonological

with the planned
e plal X icidelenlttrer S Tnich prepared the way for the Nazi holocaust.

hnﬁi-Semitism - the de.

i : and Christians with whom I have spoken since 1985 are fully

Many thoughtful was«
“hat more than a million Polish catholics, among them

aware of the tragic raality't. EXterMinateii
~e in Amschwitz since June 1940. The Carmelite

bishops, priests, and nuna, we
e mly believe, ha®e both a religious duty and moral right
nuns and other Cntholica, I f1,
the souls of thair kinsp=ople.
to mourn the death and pray. for .

~

a

3 or is eriticel of such appropriate acts of
No Jews of conscience opposei

~ allowed to bescome transformed into a Christian
memorialization. ‘But Auschwitz cannot be

ot *h Jewi
"holy Blace" that supersedes or displaces 19 actuality of that purgatory for the Jeswish

paopluf-
A distinguished Catholic cardinal of FORC®» who has been at the center of this

controversy, has spoken to the core issue with utﬁr clarity. Albert Cardinal Decourtray

of Lyon, president of the French Confarence of Cath‘ic Bishops, has declared:

"It is the attempt to totally exterminate th Jaws that we call the Shosh,
of which Auschwitz 1is the symbol. Such affliefion andJUffering have ‘conferred on Lhe
Jewish people through its martyrs a particular dignii'that is quite oroperly its own.

And to construct a convent at Auschwitz would, for me 1mP1nge upon that dignity.”
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Cardinal Becourtray, joined by three other Roman Catholic cardinals, have
been meeting with Jewish leaders during the past several yeams. In their 1987
Geneva agreement, they arrived at a common mind on two major pointss first,
Auschwitz must be presérvéd in its integrity as a memorial to the Shoah in the
terms described by Cardinal Decourtray; second, #hw a new convent is to be built
in 1990 as fhe first structure in a plénned Catholic-Jewish dialogue and study

center some 500 meters away from Auschwitz.

The Carmelite sisters, who refused for two years to move off the grounds of
Auschwitz, have finally acceded to the expressed will of their superioq;{n Rome
and §mx Cmacow, among them Pope John Paul II, who réportedly made two private
interventions. Jewish survivors‘of Auschwitz, and most other Jews throughout the
world, continue to be distressed, fearing that.the nuns will remain at their present
site into the infefinite future, insen%éivély proceeding to "de-Judaize" the

meaning of Auschwitz through their symbols and activity.

That distress is intensified by some recent manifestations of Polish anti-
Jewish expressions, recalling the viblant and relentless anti-Semitism of traditional
Polish Cathoiic society over the past three centuries.
- :in Poland:
The fact of anti-Semitism/in :?th its political and religious forms is not
new. What is new:is that there gﬁiglﬁa;; group of Roman Catholic churchmen, led
by Franciszek Cardinal Macharski, arbhbishop of Cracow, and younger Polish intellectuals
and actiéié}}s, who are ashamed of their country's anti-Jewish hatreds of the past
and are committed to creating a more positive and mutually respectful future with
the Jewish people. | |
The removal of the Carmelite convent from its present éite and the
preservation of Auschwitz in its primordial reality will be a decisive sign
of how reasl 1s their determination‘in shaping a better future for Catholics and
Jews in Poland and elsewhere throughout the world.
--Rabbi Tanenbaum, international relations consultant for the American Jewish Committee,

is immediate past president of the International Jewish Committse 88r Interreligious
Consultations.



COMMENTARY (525 words)

AUSCHWITZ CONVENT IS BETWEEN POLES AND JEWS;
IT IS NOT A VATICAN-JEWISH CONFLICT .

By Rabbi Marc H. Tsnonba-_ul_n

| ' T —NEW YORK
_.It. is a posifi‘}o thing that ﬁi.é_ozeéing of the rd Tewisi |
-Congress Executwc in Montrenl during enr]y May adopted a |
rcsolut:on abandonmg an earlier. pronouncement of its American
Sect:o_n cai_lmgfor a wo_r}dw;de Jewish boycott of/Popc John 'Poul
- ' Wh-iio:'f_his latest _ootion moy-'iln time holp ease the mounting E
| tensiohs io-:'lyﬁ_t‘ican-]cii;’is'l_i-;el_ations -- the worst I have seen -
during the po'st 30 years '--"-'touch'- d'amage has been done, and it
ks ___._wxll take cons:derable knowledge, cxpenencc and wnsdom to
| correct. thc present troubled s:tuanon.
Thc core of the problem remams the prcsence of the
Carmehte oon_vcot on -;_he- g_;-ounds olf Auschwuz.
Tho.p_i'dus. 'd;teifli:ii-ood-'nunsl created the problem by their
uni!ateral.tronsfor_ihiog of & Nazi warehouse used for storing
| 2yklon-B 8as into 2 convent. But oomc Jews, 1 believe, have
m:sconstrued the stubborn Carmehte 1ssua?

i ._ ; o

The removal of the convent to other quartcrs -- which has

been agreed upon by all' parties -- is overwhelmingly an issue




that concerns the Polxsh Cathahc Church, the Polish govcrnmcnt . ot
J 3 Y LN -*'. : ' e

the Carmelite Order and world Jewry , ' B

By church’ law and dxsc:phne_, only the Polish church has the

power to remove the convent, which is under its jurisdiction. The

PIRUR L B L bt

pope and the Vatican have much influence, but not the decision-
making power, and there is a basic difference between power and -

inf luence

Y ——

Last week, Cardmnl Jnn Willebrands, Vatzcan head of 1
Cathohc-lewmh rclanons. Aata mcenng with several of us, | .
conf‘:rmed that the Pohsh Catholic church possesses decxswe '
authoruy to move the Carmehte convent toa new cente,r.

He sazd the Vauca.n and he pcrsonnlly can and wﬂl hclp in

the transf er, but. only m the backg:ound o : i _
It xs a weud erny that most Roman Cathql:cs have a limited

percept:on of papal mf‘alhb:hty (only in “Faxth and Morals"), : _ : | “

but some Jews in theu- nawete behevc that the pope. is

mfallible in everyth:ng in the, Catholic’s world. i O y

All he has to do is snap h:s f:ngers. and the convent and I
v ‘ b i . i ¥ & % sy
' the nuns would dlsappear. If it has not d:sappcarcti ﬁyet‘ ; A . K

' confxrm it - that when thc Vancan and the. Am ¢
I en LAY
Lcaguc canceled the:r scheduled meermg @aﬂ};}tﬁym (he ﬁrst
. 18
; time to my knowicdse that has happened with'a Jebwsh gro‘:p in 30

/

ycars smce _V,at;can Council II, the Vatican was s:gnal:_ng that it

¥ P . £ " ! ! s b ol
1 - 2 - X
3




g :
does not like this boycott trifling with its Holy Father, If it

cdntinucs,-t‘m afraid there will be further reprisais,

Meanwhile, the issue remains as it was at the beginning. The

convent, which distorts the 'me:ini_ng of Auschwitz to the Jewish
people, must be rcmc;\féc} to an iqtcrizﬁ place until the new center
and convent -- wﬁiCh the popse co;ﬁmitted himself to support.in
Vienna in June 1988 :- are _cénstrluctcd-. |

= 'Tha:‘ 18 the issue .th‘s;t must be negotiated di.rectly. wisely

and with calm effectiveness by world Jewry, the Polish Catholic

authorities and the Polish government.

Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum is international consultant for the

American Jewish Committee.




AUSCHWITZ, WHERE MILLIONS OF JEWS WERE MURDEE#ED BY THE NAZIS, IS
UNIQUELY SPECIAL TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY; TO CALL IT EMOTIVE
WOQQD BE A CRASS UNDERSTATEAMENT. Auschw1tz both symbolizes and
sqzymaarizes'the Holocaust for Jews. Establishment of 1the con-—
vent has aroused impassioned feelings among the Jewish communi-

ties_of Europe-particularly. survivor groups.. _It_has touched

religious, ethnic and national nerveendings.

But POLISH CATHOLICS WERE MURERED TOO AND THE NUNS WISH TO PRAY
FOR THEIR SOULS./BishopHenryk Muszynski of Wloclawek,chairman of
ltahe Polish Episcopaate’s Commission fora Dijfalogue wit#h Juda-
ism, wﬁ&gtae MHT on February 24,1989,"You have writaten, "Ausch-
witz was builit by the Nazis for = e pﬁrimargy p¥urpose of
ex*t#erminating FEuroplean Jews."Now, it is JgOB“Vlously trpue,
but not -from the very beginning.According to the E

Judiaica, vgl 8, p871,(ﬁass muraes:of Jew? began in(March 1942
And {a= fgxirsdt transpfort of Poles arpraived tdo AuschW1trz
the - rom t.hls tlme on, Hdurnlg# nearly two yearsy,

/{the iCaAZ camp_was n oning an _extermination campDE-

prlmarllyu for Poles. It is of course quitge possible,and even
verylikelythatthere weraea also some Jewsa among the )plrlsoners
defined as "Pgles"but they came to Asuchwitaz not as Jews, but
asPoles.The first rtranspjorts of Jews, defined as such, arxa-
rived truly in March 1942 and the f3j Jewish transport sent to
Asuchwitz by RSHA araxrived the(l2th May 19427Such was xtahe real
beginning of the Systemataic extxermination of Jews deccred at
tahe Wannseeqd condfereance, the 20th JANUARY 1942’ /Many thousands
of jJPLoTish 'people we§red dying in FJAuschwitz already since
tgahd summer 1940, and “thatx is why ong others as I have many
times repeat@ded, Afsuchwitz has becomes for Xtahe jJPOLES,
STILKLK DURING THE W Rﬁg, A HOLKY SYMBOL OF XZMARATYRDOM OF THE
POLISHS NAQTYION. JR{US UIDNERSTRANDAING JPLERSOANLLY VERY WELL
THE FEEALINGS AND TAHE SWENSITIVITY OF E%TﬁHE JEWS FOR LWHOM LTHE
SAME ‘aWSUCHWITZ HAS BECOME THE SUYMBOL OFsHOAH,I am notx abale
jto seea how to convince in a plausible way my compatriotsthat
the Carmelite convent should be moved at once to a not ZXylets
existing "interim center" DESPITE THEIR PIOUS INTENTIONS THEIR
PRESENCE HAS GENERATED ENDLESS MISUNDERSTANDING WHICH IS NOW
TURNING TQ ILL WILL.Embedded in this tangled web are competingand
conflicting self-perceptions of Jewsa, Roman Cathollcs, Poles and
other national groups; vastly different understandllng of history,
still unreconciled views of how the victims of Nazism should be
memorialized. Jewish communities of Belgium, France and Italy
have led the fight against the convent (Jews of estearna Europle
a third center of Jewish life, along with Israel and the U.s.)

WJC RAEACENTLY COSIDEZRAED A WORLD ZJEWISH BOYCOTEAR OF PJP II
WHERAEVEAR HE WENT AND TAHE WITHDRAWAL OF JEWISH PARTICIPATIOIN
IN JOJINT FAITH ENTERPLRISES ALL OVER THE WORLD. MORE MODEARATHAE
COUNSELS PREVAILED.

BUT THERE WAS A STRONG SENSE OF CRI RELY ST R
THAN AVOIDED.ALTERNATIVE TACTIC TO APPLY AS MUCH PRESURE AS
POSSTBLE BEFORE NEW JULY DEADLINE EXPIRES. THIS HAS MADE IT MOREA




A GLOBAL ISSUE, A MAKE- OR- BREAK TEST FOR CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELA-
TIONS FOR IT CHALLENGES Y OF A FAR WIDER GFROUP THAN
THOSE DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH THE AUSCHWITZ CARMELITES.

FROM THE JEWISH POINT OF VIEW CHRISTIAN JEWISH RELATIONS ARE ONLY
WORTH FOSTERING IF OVER A CRITICQL ISSUE LIKE THIS THEY CAN
- DELIVER -SATISFACTIION. . o . : : S
T {

DISTINCTIONS BeT WEEN CATHAHOLICS, ANGLICANMS AND PROTESTANTS ARE
LOST? ON MANYH ORDINAXEQY JEWS. THEY SEEM ﬂAO SSEE THE AUSCHQITAZ
CONVENT AS A B!&ATANT PIECE OF AGEERE?SSION WHICH DEDMONSTRATAES
THE TRUTH OF ZTZHE OLD SUSP&ICION HAT NO CHRISTIANS EXZPRESSION
OF GOODWILL TOWARDS JEWS, WHATAEVCER DENOMIANTION IT COMES LFROM
CAN EVER BE REALLY TRIUSTED.

TAHERE IS NO EVICDENCE HOWEVCER THAT4 TEHE NUNS MOiﬁ&VES Aﬁgh
CONSCIQUSLY ANTISEMITIC; THEYHAVE OFFERED TO PRRY FOR THE JEWISH
VICTIMS LL.. THAT IN ITSELF IS A PERFECT EXAM-
PLE HE FUNDAMENTAIL MISUNDERSTANDING AT THE ROOT OF THIS
CRTISIS, FOR MANYH& MUEWS GY¥REETED THE OFFER AS COMPOUNDING THE

OFFENSE.

IT SEMS TO BE T&ﬁm CASE THAT EVEﬂN TAHOSE IN THE CHURACH WHO HAVE
BEEAN MOST_.SYMNPATAHAETIC T#0 THE JEWISH GRIEVANCE HAVE SCARCELYI
GRASPED EXA&@TLYY WHY T, E- ISSUE IS TO THE JEWS—SOIMPORTANT.
CARDINAL JOHN O’'CONNOR REFERENCE TO THE HOLOCAUST AS JUIDQA-
SISM’S ’'GIFT TO THE WORLD WAS NOT MALICIIOUSLY INTENDED BUT IT
WAS PAINFUL NONTTHELESS.QATHE NUNS PROBABLY DO NOT BEGIN TO
UNDERSTAND; NO DOUBT THAT IS WHY A MOVE THIS JULY SEEMED A FAIR
SUBSTITUTE FOR A MOVE IN FEBRUARY.

AUSCHWITZ STANDS FOR THE UNQIUENESS OF THE HOLOCAUST. TO REGARD
IT AS THE SC F ONE MORE DREADFUL MASSACRE, ONLY IN DEGREE WORSE
TRHAN COUNTLESS OTHER  INHUMANFIFRIES OF MANTQ MAN, IS TO IGNORE
THAT IT WAS THE FOCUS OF AN ATTEMPT TQ WIPE OUTA THE WHOLE JEWTSH
RACE. - . ;

——————

EVEN TO MENTION THAT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF /CHRISRTIANS WERE
MURDERED BY THE NAZIS THERE COUPLING JEWISHN AND NON- H
SUFEERING AND. DEATH AS_S JEWS

TO THREATEDN THE SVYMBOLTC MEANING OF AU OF
SPEE;CALLY JEWISH DESOLATION J@ITHOUT PARALLEL ON EARTH.

BUT ANGER SEEMS TO GO DEEPER EVEN THAN THAT.. EUROPEAN JEWRY HAS
SPJENT ITS WHOLE EXISTENCE IN THE SHADOW OF CHRISTIANITY UNDDERA
PYERAPETAUAL JPLRESSURE TQ DISAPPEAR, T{O CONVEART, TO GIVE UP.

EWS BECAME AWAARE OF EV%%ERY CHURACH, CHAPEL, CONVENT OR CROSS
AS AB OMINOUS SYMBOLIC REPROACH TO THEM FOR RE%EINGIN AS TAHEY

WERE. /

TO THE JEWS OF ERUOPE CHRISTIANITY WAS NOT A RELIGION OF THE LOVE
OfF GOD BUT A RELIGION OF HOSTILITyFOWARDS JEWS. A CHRISTIAN
CHAPEL IN AUSCHWITZ, NOW TOPPED BY A CROSS, FEELS TO THEM LIKE AN

ATTEMPT TO WEEWWWTO
CELEBRATE JE MANATION AS A KIND OF CHRISTIAN TRIUMPH.




e ———— = Toth the depth and the vOTELITItY ©
ewish community

Cf/‘ certain critical issues between the RCC amd the J

In 1984 Carmelites ofCracow were given permission by the folish

RETh 2 oTP b d e remain Unclear.

Govt. to occupy a building on the outer edge of the camp.Origi-
nallyvintended as a theater, the building was used by the Nazis to

store supplies, particularly the Zyklon-B gas used in the gas

. ahaRResR; /dS¥ SontF e RSy oRsuthed BoT Infordmed about this

; -3 i i f f isi b
e ighnthecgisguLatien 4R; Regiuh °Chu“rch-—““fhmmm e
O TR T et Jal
o EEE olics’ gift to t " ing
‘?:'Hé“ (F&’:aneel‘%t t‘ﬁ?nﬁgﬁl&nc 1 alive referred

2? the "victorious power of the Cross of Jesus," and predic
he convent wou
1d become “ZSpPITITUa] fortress, of the

conversion of brothers from warious countries wHo went astray.
S\noAE Does = — A2

These triumphalist formulation:ﬁrew objections from Xans aznd

Je?s alike{Christian members Amitlie Judeo-Chrfetienne(JXC Friend-

ship Society of France criticized fundraising pamphlet.)

Qg&gb elgian protests —~

Cardinal Decourtray of Lyons,France, delared:"It is téhe a£gmpt
to tgotally exterminate the Jews that we cﬁhll the shoah, of
wghich Auschwitz is J#the symbol.

(Such affliction and sulffering has conferred on the Jewish peop-
ple through its martyrs a p rgticular dignity that is quite
properly its own./ And to cConstruct a convent at Auschwitz

-would, for me,impinge upon that dignity."

Cagtdinalk Macharsky who visited and was profoundlymoved by Yad
Va

Jews it was an act of appropriation.

Ensuing controversy focused attention on the meaning of fAuschwitz
for Poles)as well as for Jews. In article in Polish“~Catholic
weekly TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY,emphasized that Auschwitz is also a
symbol of the martyrdom of the Polish people during the Nazi
occupation," and asked, Do these two symbo ve to
divide our two nations?Pefying church authorities toclose their
convent and move out, they have signalled their defiance by
erecting a prominent cross above the old theater building they
-are occupying in the concentrtion camp compound.

They were supposed to be gone by Feb./ 23, a date aGreed after
top-level negotiations between JEWS ANDCHRISTIANS.

- cHURCH HAS NOW PROMISED THEY WILL LEAVE IN jULY but there are not

———————

many Jews who believe it.

emn,v;iewed txhe convent as an act ofl reconciliation;toy

w«ikbﬁ
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CHURCH OF COURSE WOULD BE QUITE PROPERLY OUTRAGED BY THE VERY
SUGGESTION,. BUT VERY FEW JEWS WILL HAVE EVEM AN INKLING OF THE
REASON WHY PRECENSE OF A COMMUNITY OF NUNS IN AUSCHWITAZ PRAYING
FORPEACE AND FOR_THEDEAD MAKES PERFECT CHRISTIAN SENSE. THE
JEWISH INSTAINCT IN A JPLACE LIKE THAT IS JTO LEAVE IT AS DESO-
LATE AS POSSIBLE, PHYSCIALLY MORALLY AND PHILOSOPHICALLY.

I = = i

AUSCHWITZ IS NOT CRED WS; JT IS THE VERY OP
SACRED. TO EXTRACT SOLACE OR MEANING FROM SUCH THINGS LET ALONE

FIND HOLINESS THERE IS TO TRY TO MITiGATE THE EVIL, TO PRETEND IT

WAS SOMEHJOW NOT AS BAD AS IT REALLY WAS, AND TO BELITTLE
MILLIONS WHO DIED THERE./AT AUSCHWITZ THERE WAs a CHAPEL FOR TAHE
*CONVENIENCE’ OF MEMBJWARS OF THE SS.THAT IS TO SAY WHEN THE

DEVIL APPEARS HE CHARACATACXERISTICALLKY COMES IN THE GAUISE OF
GOD AS WELL AS OF HUMAN BEINGS./Elie Wiesel ata one time compa-
re the" EVENT"(the HoloxcaUSAT)to¥ the rev elag}ion ata Sinai.
Auschwitz saeemeed to me an anti-Sinai. Something essential was
revclealed there and it will take us centurioces tro uinravel its
mysterious message/Justr as we cannot comprehensd Auschwitz with
God, we cannot understand it without God.

BUT THE CHRISTIAN INSTINCT IS THE EXACT REVERSE; IT IS8 TO SANCTT- -

FY SUCH A PLACE. CHRISTIANS CONSECRATE THEIR CEMETERIES, BUILD
SHRINS WHERE ACCTDENTS OR_FXECUTIONS HAPLPENB, CELCEBCRATE—FXHEIR
MARATYRS AND CALL THE JPLACE OF LMARTYDOM HOLY. THERE IS ALSO A
COVNET OF NUNBVS ON TAHES SITE OFL THE GALLOWS ATA TYBURN
PLJRAYING FOR JPEACE AND JFOR LTHE DEAD./

THE TOTALﬁzCONTRDITCTION BETWEEN THESE TWO APJPJROACHES TO AUSCH-
WITz HAS HIDDEN TAHE FACTA EACH SIDE IN' ITS BN WAY IS TRYING TO
EXPRESS _ITS_UTMOST SORROW AND GRIEF, BUT AUSCHWITZ IS TH& LAST
PLACE ON EARTH ATA WHICH JEWS CAN BE EXPYECTAED TO LOOK ON CHRIS-
TIAN - IS ATAHE CHRIST 0
MUST GIVE JYWAY-FOR THEY WERE NOT ONLyy AMONG YTHE VICTIMS; THEY
WERE AMONG THE MURDERERS.




OP=-ED: :
NEW YORK TIMES:
POLES AND JEUB?NEED_DE‘HUHSEDRIZING '
by Marc H.. Tanenbaum

It was the firsé‘dialogua" between Polish Cgtholics and Jews in the United
States. It took place about sefen years ago in a smminary in Osk Park, Michigan,

E o
which spaoializqﬁ’in training Catholic priests of Polish origins.

As the Polish and wa‘kadelegétions“ began their coversations, the first
exchanges quickly became intense, heated, and finally revealing. The Jews ;
particularly those born and radsed in Poland before and during Borld War II -
wanted only to talk about the vicious anti-Semitism that assaulted them and

dewtroyed most of their families.

The Polish G;tholics = including those born in the Unided States: - focused
almost entirely on how Polish Christians had saved Jews from the Nazis. @ﬂgy_ghere are
/‘nflcr)?’rgsf;lantad in the 'Path of the Hfighteous' in Jerusalem's Yol Vadbisn: isioital
xsmuraxsapkinge honoring !the Rzlghtaous Gentiles' of Poland than from any other

country in Europe," several of them kept repeaténg.

It took three ddys of exhausting, often excruclating talk before the Jaws
and Poles:were able to acknowledge the abyss in their differing perceptions of the
same period of history that their peoples had experienced in "the old country."

Jews today are re-experiencing that abyss as’ they read the callous aﬁd
shocking words of the presant Primate of Poland, Candinal Joseflk Glemp of Warsaw.
The cardinal, son of a Polish mughik, inhabits a world in which the pride of the
Polish Catholic churdh'fuéed with the mystical nationalism of that battered country

is so defensive and paranoid that he has space for Jews only as outsiders and enemies.
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That 1is hardly a new vision in Poland's history and culture. Poland sk has been
prﬁbably one of the most battered countrites in Eurppe over centuries. Partitioned and
enslaved at least four timea aince the 17t§ century, wiped out repeatedly as a nation
by foreign invaders, dismembered ¥ the Nazis and the Soviet Union during World War II,
Poles experience their identity overwhelmingly as victims of outside forces.

And through much of that threatened history, the Catholic Church has been the
n ) nationalism,

mainstay d;?gher of Polish unity,/language and culture.

While Jews, particularly escaping German Jews of the thirteenth century, at first
encountered Poland as a country of refuge, the relatively large size of Polish Jewry,
their emergence as the backbone of the urban middle class lodged between the nobles and
the serfs, resulted in bitter competition, emvy, and finally vicious hatred.

Jews - who constituted by 1765 some ten percent of the Polish population in Warsaw
and in other major cities - constructed tﬁeir society aﬁ the chief world center of Judaism,
with a magnificently rich religious, educational, and social life. Much of that culture
was Yiddish-speaking (derived from their German origins) and led frequently to the charge
thgt they were not authentic Poles, but a separate naﬁion within the Polish nation.

i Thus, Poles and Yows became isolated from one another . When Poles suffered from
external invasions from the Mongols (13th century) and the Turks (15th century), and later
from the Swedss, Austrians,zmt PPussians, and Russians (1772-1815) who dismembered Poland,
the Jews o_@imes were made the Bcapagoéta for their fright‘&i'!q auffering.

The "success" of the Jews in vastly enriching Polish business, professional, and
culturai life = and even sharing in the military defense of the nation agalnst its endless
invgders - was perce;ved irrationally and exploited purposefully by political parties
such as the National Democratic Party and even more reactionamy and fascist groups (such
as NARA), all &k in intimate alliance with the Catholic Church, as a tﬁreat rather than
as a source of support and enrichment.

The incessant vulnerability of the Poldsh nation, the ancient Christian demonology
of Jews as "Christ-killers" and the "anti-Christ," resulted in the most visious fiots,

pogroms, blood blbels and viodent persecutions that Jews experienced more intensely in
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Poland than almost anywhefs else in Europe. During the Nazi holocaust Jews were indeed
saved by some dedent Polish 8atholics, but many were handed over to the Nazid or brutally

killed by Polish peasants and others.

When Cardinal Glemp orates about alleged "Jewish supsriority," "Jewish control over
the world's mass media," and "Jewish campaigns of anti-Polish propaganda," he discloses
how dzeply his spirit is mired in that ancient Polish History of defensiveness and paranoia.
Jows are still the outsiders and pariahs to sacred Polish natibnhood.

How dare they lay claim to Auschwitz as their Armageddon?

Ihe Carmelite nuns, inf conformity with the traditions of the mediegal church, are
defending both the dignity of the Church Militant and the honor of Polish nationhood. That
is the sum total of the present reading of Polish history from which a millenium of Jews
and Judaism are excluded.

When Jews hear ihm Cardinal Glemp's provocaﬁive speeches, they reenact the
horrendous experience of Jewish victimigation for centuries in Poland, in which the Catholic
Church was a primary fnuﬂifaflanti-waiah demonolégy .

Should ;heﬂé shomon readingﬁ of Polish history andi culture continue in this
"eycle of reciprocal hostility," there is small hope of any Polish-Jawish understahding, not
to.speak of reconciliation.

Somehow, some way, wiaér, rational minds and spirits in the Polish and Jewish
communities must find a way out of this deadlock of history. These palimpéests of radically
contrary readings of th» historical record in Poland need to become unpackgd and aha?ed
Qith both Poles and Jews in a s»irit &f mutual knowledge, and finally, in mutual empathy.

It is probably asking for too much, but it would be a providential act if
Cardinal Glemp in his forthcoming biait.to the United States (beginning on September 17th)
could see the challenge of "de-monstorizing" Polish-Jewish relations aB his central mission.
—-Rabbi Tanenbaum, international relations counselor to the Ameridan Jewish Gommittee,
is immediate vast president of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious

Consultation.



SHOULD WORLD JEWRY BOYCOTT THE FOBE?
by Rabbi Marec H. Tanenbaum ‘ ‘ -

Should Jewish communities arcund the world boycott meetings with

" Pope John Paul II when he visits their countries?

The Amerdcan section of the World Jewish Congress on March 15th

-fpropcsed-that the WJC Executive at its May 7th meeting in Montreal “eall

¥ f:upan its member communities in 70 countries to. refrain from meeting with the

. current Pope during his future visits abroad."
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The reason given by the WJC for this proposed "boycott“ (as newspaper.

; headlines called it) was due to ths *feilure by Catholic Church authari*ﬁes“ '
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ﬂ to close down the Carmelite convent on 3uschu1tz grounds by the February

22 1989, agreed-upcn deadline.

At the March 23 meeting of the Internatiomal Jewish Committee for
Interrellgloua Consultetions (IJCIC) held in New Y srk, 1 vent on record as
dlsassoclat‘ng myself from tkdk both the concept and the rhetoric of that
"poycott" idea. My ressons were as follows: _

i 1) During iQSB,\rhilb I seryed as IJCIC chairman, I helped Euronean
Jewish leaders nagotia%b;ég agreement with Polish and West European Catholic

cardinals for (a) closing down the convent; (b) moving it to another center

.1 that is'to be built off tﬁe grounds of AuschWita; and {c) after much xzais
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resistance, persudding the Carmelite sisters to agree to move to the new

center. nhixhxisxxatxxuxbsxbxiixxxx
b -including the Pope and the ?atican =

2) The fact is that European Catholic leaders.have agreed to.the
" crudely,
Jewish terms. This, to put it gxwsdiy has been a Jewish "victory"

of preserving Auschwitz as a sacred memopr

of principle and pdlicy. "hat remains SULSiaA3isE fhormaTHatRa JoFendng tthes

nuns to an interim convent until the new center of mediation is built away

in te rms

Polish Catholic auth ) ‘
from Auschwitz' hol;usog{%ties assure me they are working at that task now.

In bhat perspective, does it make apy sense to proclaim a J-wish
"holy war" against the Fops, to excommunicate him around the world? Thet is

respord ing
how manv Catholic friends are xmwmmnsRikwx to. this proposed %JC boycott. .





