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¥prch 30, 196%

D‘I‘. Slawson
B. Greenberg

attached article

It was suggested to me by a nunber of department

heads that instead of waiting to cemplete the

Yiddish Digest I should first supply them

:11;!1 hsome of the items which are of importance
o them,

As & result of this, from now on, I will be
Torvardiijgy to you now ard then, the first draft
of an item which I think is of interest to you.

ce: D, Tanzig
Se Begal
He Yaraon~



March 30, 196%

Dr, John Slawson
Eliezer Greenberg

Cardinal Bea g<sures Jewlsh refugees that
declaration against anti-Semitism will
be dealt with and accepted

The fellowing is a translzation of an article sppearing in
the Forward of “arch 28t:, 196k,

CARDINAL BEA ADDRWSSES L®TTFR TO JRWISH RRFUGEE IN BALTTMORE
ASSURING HIM THAT THE DEELARATI N REGARDING JWWS "WILL BE
DEALT #ITH AND ACCHPTEDY

Carries letter from Cardinal Bea addressed to a Herbert
Tawbe, a refugee from Bslitimore, assuring him that the
Jewis% declaration "will surely be adopte? at the Eeumenical
Counc 1“ ™

Herbert Teube, who now resides in Bsltimore, %4, has
submitted a letter to the Forward which reads as follows:

The letter from Augusgstin Bea came as am aswer to
a letter sent to him by Mr. Taube, (It should 2lsc be noted
that Taube wrote the letter to the Cardinal in Yiddish),

Mr. Taube 1s the author of a book in Bnglish, "Eaptly
Peows", dealing with Jewish refugees residing in the United
States, and has also published stories in the Forward,

In the letter that Mpr, Taube addressed o Cardinal Bea
he asked the Cardinal: ®How lorg are Jews to suffer from an%i-
Semitism, persecutions and maligns?® ir, Taube also asked
the cardinal, Tyhy are ve still @iscussing the eruecifixion of
Jesus, which only leads to greater anti-Semitism{ as we have
seer. in Germany), to which Cardinal Bea replied: "Fational
Socizalism, or Nagism, in no way came about as a result of the
Catholic Church, it only misused the Catholie teachings for
thelr propaganda,

WThe mair points of the dedaration concerning Jewsz at
the Beumenical Conference iz to do away with every segment of
Catholic teachings that lends itself to be misused and in-
fluence Catholies,.®



-

Cardinal Bea aihso mentioned a few lines in the New Testament
which deal with the death of Jesus and whick could be used
against Jews/ "One example is Hatthew, Chapter XXVII:'His bloed
should fall uven us and our children.' Another apostle *ILikef
cites bitter words that Jesus spoke to the representatives of
the Pharisees(an influential group of traditicnal Jews of
that time)¥ Bu the Cardinal calls attertion to the fact that
when Jesus expired on the cross, he sald "Forgive them Father
for they know not what they do¥., Cardinal Bea also pointed
out that there wss only a small number of Jews involved in
the crucifixion, but most of the Jews were not involved 1n this
matter, and how must less guilty were those Jews disperdsed
in the Roman Pmpire, not to speak of the present~day Jews who
are dispersed the world over",

How did Mr. Tauber come to write this letter? Here is the
story.

Immediately after the war in the summer of 1945, Mr, Taube
was employed as a Director of a department of the Red Cross
in Pomeranla, He organiged the first hospital for the ecivil
poyulation and those immediately freed after the war, In addition
to this he was 2lso instrumental in opening up the first Catholie
Church - where formerly a gasoline station stocd belenging to
the Red Army, He was able to do this becnuse cne of the Soviet
military officials was a Red Cross patient,

In Jamuary 1964, wher the Ecumenical Council ended its
session, Taube addressed his Yiddish letter to Fardinal Augustin
Bea describing the aid that Taube gave not only te Jewish
refugees but slso to Polish, Czech refugees, After this
he added: "I do not aks any medals or citations for what I
have done, I only ask once and for all that the basic roots
of anti-Semitlism should be done awvay with, citing historiecal
examgies from the Inquisition until Hitler, plus the teachings
of the church that the Jews are “God's murderes®, adding
that Hitler would never had succeeded in the slaughter of my
brothets without the aid and support of religious Poles, Lithuanians
and Ukrainians and others, and therefore, esteemed Caxdlnal,

I ask you, how long will {his continue?®

The letter a ddressed to Mr, Taube, signed by Cardinsal
Bea's private secretary - Schmidt - rea&s as fellows: %I was
golng to write to you in Cerman, but I am writing to you in
English, and 1t took some time because I had to have your
letter &: Cardinal Beg translated, Cardinal Bea was glad to
learn of your humanitarian work dering the War®,

The letter concludesy "AS far as the expected declaration
concerning the niatioanship betwesn Christians and Jews, you
can rest assured that this will be dealt with and accepéed.

Attached to the letter was a text of the deeclaration that
C rdf 1 Bea brought in on the 8th Nov ber 1963,



The article concludes by saying that ¥r, Taube, and all
g;egdog loving people hope that Cardinal Bea's promise will
ept.

ect D, Dengig
3, Segal
¥, Yarmon -~



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Nov., 1, 1965

to
from

subject

Jarc Tanenbaum
Mort Yarmon

I am returning herewrth the copy of the Bea
answer, which I borrowed from you when Joe
Roddy was here, along with extra copies that
we've mades I think you ought to keep them
in your file.
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Mor tne use of the notes.éfr the conwersation o. ovc¢ . schol

with I.s Lm_rence

1)H1; Zm ould appreciate 1f those notes could be meamemogr
o~ cproduced i1n some other manner for being avallab_e fo
.-

;5 <vicaipants on toe conversation If he himself coula /som

J
po . es for his wo- use, he would be ~ery grazefull

-

2) i, “m. asks to keep the no.es reséwed t,’211 the convers
ivself and not to distributie them earlier to notodv eve

t the participants
3) -t is wnderstood that the notes can be distributed - at

¢l covversation - to the participants only

£ w for the manner or procceding in the conversat.on 1itse

~

s can bes made/orally at Boston otr after the arr.val o

1 to New York ;f\

by
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will be attained. I refer to the way of cealing with <.
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CONVLRSAT onwam szsa SCHOLARS AND THEOLOGIANS LM
( st of March 1963 ) s
(Summary of the mein ideas) ’ S
Pirpt of &1l it will be useful if I meke two rather fundamental remarks

1. In %12 themes suggested for this conversation we find one oussz -
on racurring agein and again. Nemely, is the_Council going %o underta—

ke this zad tnat. Here I must state eategerieally: o B _f J
a) I o not suchorized to speak officielly in the reme of tha
Couneil, and - x \-:
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thercfore spesk only of whet, in my oninion! could.ba.,vV

ay =

4
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¢ "Tected, 1a7eed ghould be effected, by the Council, acca
Ains %0 ny opinion, == you will permit me repeat the phrasel‘
4 w

+ J
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on ths one handy the Council fogether with vae Papa a,¢i$B

T

b
I

.0d BEc,

- .4 head represcnua the cupreme suthority of the Church, is therefore su--}
I

coog e cannot foresee whet will be its flnal aec1510naa“'5ﬁ

,,:.-, bl

convi.gavion thew for my part the seeretariat under my dlrection.haaﬁﬁé

R
baszed ituelf with the problem of enti~-Semitem. Let me use even'mnregﬁ%
pzerise terms, the Secretariat has busied itself with the relatlonéhiﬁﬂ
1 aad Christianity, Solid hope subsists,_therefore, that de-
Linetlve decigions will be formuleved, as I made clear durihg my in-

e «w 1tf. the Jewish Chronhicle last Auguste. -

o Jugaie

-

¢ It will be useful also_to s<vtch as briefly as possitble the "
peocicn 1 l.ondy and to indicate the most suitable weoy of ftackling 1t
o “hat the varget which you, scholars and .heologirans, aave aimed at
accusation
me is-. the Jewish people., Let us express thls in ..,und termsg: the
7. er oeccused of being gu;lty‘o: deicide and on them ig suppoggd

~ Tda n 11 S,
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¥ in Jexvoalen {and even not all of them as one text of ILuke concerning &5

S o ly

?‘i‘{ , M:'I cmufg Acmimaghea tells us) and only g very smell pordion of théﬁ,mm,
“ i ng (<0 Jervsalem participated in the death-sentonce on Jesus. This“‘ 4k
W ey
1 is 11 4he more pertinent when applied to the mozg ¢f Jews who 11'?‘9&
5&;5 i i., ei1ther sn Pelestine or in the Diaspora at that tinc and who had no-— : “,"{j"
£ o =
4, "4 %hing vhatsover to do at all with the condemnation. The pggsent-daya B e
;“‘4 :, dewish peonle ece even leéss oPen than eny others to any accusation '
% % . of pac.icipacion in this mabber, ) oo
:rf:%." “"ﬂ%\’ i ! N *"‘_!,# i
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%3“%«”‘ . b Froa this we see clearly our snswer to the asser*uion that a s 3

%ﬁ, *«‘ “eurga ™ lius on tne Jemsh people as o wb.ole gnd ag & aorﬁ: of punis}iw‘ :;
hew « mend For the oxecution of Jesuss How caﬂ& such & curse pursus thig ’*f[,”%
e -apeem.a vhen Jesus Himself prayed for tuese levders who were, immaé;f? %
%' ¢ %ely assoclated in His execution: "Father, he prayed, forgive thMi f:ﬁs*

3?‘?*‘??:“’5* ‘they know not whet they do®, Paul -- even Paull -- folluwed hia I&Ia-ff,.&g\%
%‘*s;%; suvex'g example and fegecteﬂ ag & sheer blasphemy the 1&9:3. that God re? :}%
?f « ~ peeted His people. He gives the, reason for his stetement. “Has Go& . :"%%
f - disowned hig people? Noi GOd haa nq‘!: disowned His peopla which fréni_ f":"ﬁ
the Zirst He recognized as His., God does not repenﬁ of the glite He ‘:5‘?‘1%

;‘; ;; » gl"us‘ or o"vthe calls He makes®™. There can be no falk therefore of a‘ “’;*;;
%‘1“"?,‘3 divane rej.ction or of a divine curge on the (Jewish people. . Jw,;f
__ c¢) But ’ahan, one will object, what about the phrase in the Gospe ?

» _  accoumty "Hls blood be upon us and upon our children®, end what about ” : 5
" the disperaion of Isreel all wpr e world? It must be stated that them
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neve) af God 1s vast enough_ 1o encompass such an uncomlarehending cx‘y

et
{ .cnolkteed under such diffimruis eircumstances. Begides, how can one say
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* _%hat «n this occasion the ent.re Jewish populace gpoke? ' Only_those who.
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"% 7 wero rosociaved directly wath the affair and who clearly associated Jf
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"“,u_;imfﬂé&es regponsibility for the deathsentence which Pilete rafuse& -
to ghoulder by his symbolical washin_ of hands. Ageln, we see thet tHes
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—

-
-
e o b
4

iy wa

.
% nory foet and 28 a mysverioug pacnoménon. We cennot fully penetrate
The

« . tnis nystery. In part we can_undergtand it from history this disper-

i
-n

5

]
K3

gion o+ tne Jews had as effect the bringing of lonotheion t0 many ped= ' -
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&qﬁéiaﬁeﬁ with the passing of the death-gentence on Jesume. vhen Christ ,:‘

iy gxayed for their forgiveness on the ground that they knew not what )? !y

-

ﬁhex &1&, it 1s, obvious that he was thinking of some guilt on their _
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parta Otherviaz he would have no ground for demanding iheir pardon.
”-But he i1med.cwely subjoined the sround for forgiveness, nauely their
Enot I-.owing + has they were doing. Peter and Paul end Christ's other -

L gpoyt Lo end oisciplea dealt ih the seme way with the matter., For .
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"fﬁﬁheg';a}h Yo thieir audiancea in Jerusalem (composed of both leeders _ s
on pao;le): we know that you zc3ed _without rea_zzing what you were v

e - <
doirrs. his lzelk of realization concerns tho ﬁ%waéﬁaﬁs into which = B x

Le leaders fell and for many reasons. One 1a particular was the

gearing of vhe affair on the netional B.oblem posed by Roman occupa= : 7

a,

1 410m of dhe JFawi h serritory. The lack of realization 1s also and o

chiefly relaved to the lack of understanding of theé cilaim of Jesug -5 »
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_ . Taen He v, .eg Son of Gods Bat let us not commont on these poinfé%fy
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fu. hor ealdlenction yould take ug t60 far afield. _ T

£q° Cur conclusion_would therefore be ag follovs: from_what we haVE\: j

e s

o s8aid, it 1s sufficiently clear how unjust it 1s 10 aceuse the Jewish“
- people g- gr~h of heving rendored themselves guz.l‘!;y of ﬁeicide aml*& ek

- ke

\ . theo Jherr faigpersion among ell peoples is in ¢lose conrnexion with

t. 19 cure.. The ways in vaieh this sccusetion can be rebutted are, ﬁs
7a 0eve sald; manifold, It is therefore neither cecessary rior wiae-*%*
i g -- 03 an gnswer sgoingt tnis aceusatica -~ %o abttack e1ther the elaim
_\ > +to be daviae which Jesus made or the credability of the Gﬂspallr_Iajr
ﬁmﬁmfvﬁ& g0 doing oné eomes into headlong collision with what Christians beli“

P aﬁg”@$ eéy=. One rust treat the convietions cad beliefs of his fellow'msn.ﬁg )

-

, ¥iin respect end veneration. To sct olherwise would only wiéen ﬁhef .
-1' = ay B
g@iﬁ%ﬂ* oid ha tween ug and, besides, it would give the impression thed ﬁhe .

O aeeusasions against Jews were w¢ll-founded since the deatruction of "
3 W A ™ -
i%i”’%?? thege acrcvcations could only be effected throuih a denial of factp
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ﬁ,ﬁﬁ ~'which ssend as undenieble for the belief of a Christhen. Even thers '
.\;w»&" e Sty . 2l g
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s oh T, w.oze tne Gospels alk of the pariicipation of the leaders of the- .

lé“'ir "
P p'or¢e, {vhose, thet is w0 say, wno really pacticipeted in the affair)

=5

-4

4\??*”""ﬁha Gospels only do so %o bring out the innocence of Jesus end there~
F™,« - % «0 waferline the truth of His mission and His teaching. - ’
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B T.3.us 12, furm to_gingle caeastions. ‘
& . l. v Yo condemn sing againgt truth anl ¢larify the position of

S'-l L t - -
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<, 4 2 Church; can the Ecumenieal Council issgue an uneguivocal declara=—

Y o that statements éﬁiribatihé collective guzlt 4o the Jewlsh peopl:

for the Crucifacion of Jesus are contrary to Catholie teaching? Can

1.18 declaration specify as_error such cnarges as the "deicide of the
, Jewash people,” the "blood curse™ an the Jewish people, the rejection

e

§ of tha Jewish people by God, the consequent digpersal and punishment
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;i . 2e Ceriain Catholie feachings,; notably the ca.t‘eﬁchzam of the Coun~-

?E{ cli of Trent, universalize respomsibility foi the death and sufferiiig

ﬁg Jasus, effirming thal all m.a shere in this guilt. Can this teaéhiﬁg

i be reaffirmed and emphasized in more modern torms soO that 1 will ‘ba‘“‘?
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upcwe niopls (Ior exsmple, Neagro neighborhoods have e higaer erims rate
the ciore, .cgroes are inherently criminal; _or many Jews were USUTrers,
¢.e dore Jovs are ianerently mercenary. Such generalizations, which

isas.e a b.ve assessaent of ell the cacts; bring contenpt upon groupé°
ard incivilasls, an” reenforce the very condidtions wiien are used to .
Juss:fy wne generelization, must be seen as a gin agaiasl charitys “ .
(.} refusing estcem to otner humsn beings by choosing the worsh inger
T8 i pretetion of their behavior, (for example, the Jews are philanthr&pa;t;v
;3\: & orly teccuse the gaving of money subsititutes for religious impulaea} ;
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3
ve esnaezally ftowards 'bha Jewigh people, Baf the Counc?®l cannot ;)oasi‘i
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call that originally geventy long were prepared covering aoma
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Concerning 4: Now I come to the last point. About a year ago
during a press-conference of mine at Munfieh I stated that the
Council would, if possible, find concrete formulas in order to
realize the many appeals issued by at least the last two Popes
that all men of good will should unite in order to tackle togeth-
er the solution of the painfully big problems that loom on the
huran hofizon. Such a realization of our human relationships
underiines the f£fact that we are together as men in somewhat the
same manner and spirit as we have heard described at the Agape
meeting, that i{s to say as in the Civic Unity in freedom under
Cod. The desire to participete in such encounters and collabora-
tion represents a real need of todey felt deeply by many.

We must hope and search so that gradually we find the cor-
rect path to tread in thies matter -- agltheugh it is not easy to
find it. On the other hand, one should not wait until Church
authorities found and undertake the direction of such an initi-
ative. Catholie Universitiecs, (I am thinking, for example, of
the Catholic University of Washington), are not founded necessari-

ly by the Holy See but by theonezymmediately and loeally interested
in such projects. Studies such as those which have been proposed
here will only zome as the result of long and friendly collabora-
tion.

The Chair on "Religfous and racizl inter-group relations"
endowed by the American Jewish Committee (under the direction of
Professor Klineberg) and the Chair of Social Methodology, ene-
dowed by Cardinal Cushing (under direction of Professor Morlion,
President of the University of Social Studies) are a basis for
further developments. They are sponsored by the American Pro Deo
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Council and are to be fimplemented by speefal studies of inter-
group and inter-religious relations and world religicns studies.
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Meaning of Vatican Council
In Relatzonlup to Judaism

By Rabb: Marc H
Tanenbaum
Director Department of Inter
religious Affairs of the Amen
can Jewish Committee

In the 15th century the
Jewish community of Prove
ence in southern France in-
corporated in thelr Sabbath
prayer book a blessing for the
Pope Based on a traditional
prayer known as the
Mi sheberach this special
blessing is translated from
the Hebrew as follows

May He who blessed our

fathers Abraham Isaac
Jacob Moses and Aaron
David and Solomon the
Propbets of Israel and all
the Righteous of the world
bless the Pope and send
blessing and prosperity on
all the work of his hands
(From the Hebrew mono-
graph the Tezts of the
Various Mi—sheberachs by
Abraham Yarl published in
Jerusalem)

There is no reliable way of
knowing whether such formal
blessings have been pro-
nounced by Jews for the pres-
ent Pope John XOXOIT Yet
as one senses from expressed
attitudes and informal con
versations of Jewish leaders
respect and affection for the
present Pontiff are such as to
be in effect a collective
Mi sheberach for him and for

all the work of his hands

Manvy Reasons
For Friendliness

While they share with
many non Catholics the gen-
eral regard for Pope Johns
warm human qualities Jews
have additional reasons for
their Ifriendly attitudes

Actions =and pronounce-
ments of the Pope have im
pressed Jews with his serlous
desire to improve relations
between Catholics and Jews

Many were deeply moved
by reports that toward the
end of World War II the
Pope then serving as the

d Press rad

AS THE PRESS LlSTENED—Pope John XXIII dc
livers an address to newsmen yesterday in the Sistine
Chapel, Vatican City He said the Catholic Church has
nothing to hide has no political machinations afoot

Apostolic Delegate in the
Middle East made avallable
baptismal certificates that
enabled the rescue of thou
sands of Jewlsh men women
and children from Nazl
death camps Shortly after
ascending the papal throne
the Pontiff ordered the re-
moval from Catholic liturgy
of several references regarded
as offensive to Jews

His reaMrmations of Chris
tianity s rootedness in Juda-
i{sm have also strengthened
Jewry & positive feelings The
Pontiff s most recent state
ment regarding this historic
bond was contained in his
seventh encyclical Paeniten-
tiam Apere (To Do Penance)
in which he appealed to
Catholics throughout the
world to fast and offer
penance for the forthcoming
council He pointed out that
the practices of fasting and
penance are based on Jewish

traditions the teachings of
the Old Testament of Moses
and the Prophets

The sympathetie attitude
of Jews toward Pope John
has been extended toward
the Ecumenical Council which
he has summoned Jews gen-
erally recognize that the
council is a Christian meet-
ing convoked to consider
doctrinal and organizatlonal
problems confronting the
Church and also to explore
questions of unity with the

separated  brethren of
Protestantism and Eastern
Orthodoxy

To the extent that the
council deals with questions
of theology and doctrine of
significance to the Catholic
faithful and to other Chris-
tlans it is evident that Jews
are not involved

In s similar sense Catholics
and Protestants would not be
involved in an international

Monroe, Mich

Rabbir Tanenbaum 13 a consultant to the Pwus
XII Religious Education Resouices Center,

rabbinic or synagogual synod
convened to deliberate ques

tions of Jewish religious law

This feeling for propriety ex-
plains why responsible Jewish
groups religious aend lay
have not sought invitations to
send observer delegates to the
Council

Deliberations Might
Involve the Jews

At the same time 1t is con-
celvable that the councils
deliberations could involve the
Jews in fundamental ways
First in exploring ecumenical
relations with Protestants it
is theologically Inevitable that
consideration will be given to
the heritage of the Hebrew
=hich all branches of
Christianity share in com
mon

Becond It is hoped that ex
amination of the relations be
tween Catholics and other
groups in a growing pluralist
world will lead to a condem-
nation of all forms of bigotry
and prejudice and in particu-
lar that of anti Semitism

One sees this first possi-
bility alluded to Increasingly
in ecumenical Iterature
such Catholic ecumenists as
Dom Bede Griffiths the Rey
Georges Tavard the Rev Paul
Demann and the Rev Greg
ory Baum and such Protes
tant scholars as the Rev
Dr Frederick Grant and the
Rev Dr James Muhlenburg
among others

History and contemporary
trends in religion join to
motivate an effirmatively ex
pectant interest among Jews
toward the council This
open attitude is In itself a
fact of historic significance
The 20 ecumenicel councils
that preceded the present
Second Vatican Council in
sofar as they addressed them-
selves to Jews and Judaism
did s0 negatively

Most of the counclls passed
hostile legislation that con-
tributed to the suffering and

-



persecution of Jews across
the centuries The Third Lat
eran Counci]l (1179) and the
Fourth Lateran Council
(1215) reduced medleval
Jewry to the status of pariahs
through repressive decisions
including establishment of
ghettos the wearing of yel
low badges and other forms
0. ebasement

Christian Jewsh
Links Are Traced

Paradoxically soclal and
teligious historians are begin
ning to find evidence that
much of the church legisla
tion revealed that Christians
and Jews the common peo-
ple had friendly and mu-
tually helpful contact even
during the first four centurles
when the early church and
synagogue were involved in
intensive conflict Thus the
Provincial Council of Elvira
Spain which adopted the
first church legislation re
garding the Jews ordered
that the custom of Christians
inviting Jews to bless their
flelds should be abandoned
forbade clerics and laymen to
accept the hospitality of
Jews and prohibited the
marriage of Christian glrls
to Jews

It is evident that there
must have been a rather
significant intimacy between
Christians and Jews to such
an extent that official church

action was deemed necessary
to assure that the distinctions
between Infant Christianty
and established Judaism
should not be blurred
Similar leglslation enlarg-
ing the area of prohibition
was enacted by the first Ecu
menical Council of Nicaea
(325 C E) which undertook
further to separate Jews from
Christians by forbidding the
celebration of Easter at the
same time that Passover was
observed by Jews by order
ing Christians not to wisit
synagogues and by institut-
ing Suynday rather than
Saturday as the Christian
Sabbayh Numerous provin-
cial ar?d ecumenical councils
reafirmed these prohibitions

1
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thereby indicating that free
interaction between Chris-
tians and Jews existed for
many centuries

An Israeli social historian
Dr Jacob Katz in a recent
study observes that even
during that period of en-
forced segregation in ghettos

Jewish residential segrega-
tion did not significantly curb
contact with the gentile
world

The conditions of the first
four centuries in which
church leaders saw Judaism
then a rival proselytizing re-
ligion as & threat to the
emergence of Christianity
have long since passed Un
der the radically changed
conditions of this generation
church leaders have the op
portunity to create the basis
for a new chapter of rela-
tionships between Catholics
and Jews

These relationships could
be improved in a general way
by forthright clarification on
the part of the council of
the Church s position on re-
ligious liberty the separa-
tion of Church and State and
religious pluralism Authori
tative declarations on these
issues would help Jews as
well as Protestants and East-
ern Orthodox overcome lin-
gering mistrust and suspicion
of what has been called the

Constantinian reflex —the
traditional resort to the ma-
chinery of the State to ad-
vance the purposes of the

Church
But foremost among the
steps which the present

council could take to ad
vance the specific end of
Catholic Jewish relationships
would be a re examination of
the sources of anti Semitism
which grew out of the polem
ical period of early church
and synagogue history—the
themes of contempt and the
system of degradation to
use the words of the eminent
French historlan Prof Jules
Isaac

Augustin Cardinal Bea
president of the Secretanat
for Promoting Christian
Unity has indicated in a
number of public statements

his great sensitivity to the
need for making distinctions
between the essentlal teach
ings of the Church and those
that are mainly responses to
changing historic cultural
and social conditions

More explicity at a fra-
ternal agape sponsored by
Pro Deo Unlversity in Rome
in January 1962 Cardinal
Bea told the representatives
of 15 non-Catholic religious
groups — including Protes
tants Jews Moslems Hindus
Buddhists Copts—that the
greatest challenge to our gen-
eration is the problem of
group antagonism and that it
is the primordial duty of all
groups of mankind to unite
for the purpose of overcoming
hatreds of the past

World Council’s
Action Is Cited

In this context therefore
many Jews believe that the
Ecumenical <Council could
literally start a new cycle in
Christian - Jewish relation
ships by condemning vigor-
ously all manifestations of
anti-Senutism as did the
World Council of Churches
in New Delhi last November

In its resolution the Prot
estant world body addressed
itself to a crucial factor that
underlies ant: Semitic attl
tudes and stereotypes namely
that Christian teaching which
continues to charge the Jews
collectively for the death of
Jesus and therefore justify
ing thelr persecution The
World Council urged that

In Christian teaching the
historic events which led to
the Crucifixion should not be
so presented as to fasten
upon the Jewish people of
today responsibilities which
belong to our corporate hu-
manity and not to one race
or community

The Vatican Council would
need but to reaffirm a teach-
ing that already exists with
in the Church finding 1is
clearest formulation in the
catechism of the Council of
Trent (1545 1563) Article
IV This interpretation of the
Crucifixion affirms the doc

Reprinted with permission

trine that Jesus died for all
humanity and that all hu-
manity shares the responsi-
bility for his death

Despite this teaching how-
ever the concept of collective
Jewish responsibility persists
and finds expression and re-
inforcement in certain pray-
ers passages of the liturgy
and in a great many Catholic
textbooks

The still fresh experience
of Nazl anti-Semitism which
flourished in & country of
ancient Christian culture
and the present day erup-
tions of anti-Semitism in
Catholic countries of South
America give Jews a particu-
lar feeling of urgency about
the need for the Church to
take decisive action to remove
all possible sources of defa-
mation and hatred

Move to {dvance
Pope John’s Objective

Jews are encouraged by the
fact that in recent years
Catholic leaders clergy and
lay alike in France Germany
Holland Brazil the United
States and most recently in
Spain have begun serious
examinations of catechisms
textbooks and prayers with
8 view toward rendering
those passages referring to
Jews the Jewish religion and
the Synagogue more consist
ent with the {findings of
present day historic research
and scholarship

Should the Second Vatican
Council confront seriously
the problem of anti Semitism
and set into motion an effec-
tive program to combat this
complex evil it would pave
the way to increased Catho-
lic Jewish understanding and
co operation and to authen-
tlc dialogue and community
Moreover it would advance
immeasurably that objective
enunciated by Pope John in
the June 1959 encyelical
Ad Petri Cathedram shared
by all men of charity and
good will that Each sghould
tend not towards what can
divide the minds but what
can unite them in mutual
understanding and reciprocal
esteem

The American Jewish Committee Institute of Human Relations 165 East 58 Street New York 22 N Y
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