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It was suggested to me by a nma~r of depa!'t~ent 
heads that instead -of waiting to CClllJ>lete the 
Yiddish D.igest I should ri~st supply them 
with some or the items vbtch are of 1Ri])ortanee 
to them. 

As a resttlt o'f this, from nov 0t1, I will be 
f'orvar~ to you now ard then1 the "first a-raft 
ot an itea which I think 1s ~r 1.nterest to you. 

ce: D. tia.nzig 
s. Segal 
M. Yarman ,;1 

\ \ 
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El1ezer Greenberg 

Cardinal Bea a~sures Jewish ~etugees that 
declaration against anti-Semitism will 
be dealt with and accepted 

'!'he following is a translation of an article appearing in 
the Forward of '!arch 28tr, 1961+. 

CARDilf.AL :SEA ADrBli'SSES L"f.f'?ER TO ~ISB BVUGEE IB B.ALTDIORB 
ASSURING HIM 'i'RA'l' Tn DSL&RA'fI"N REGARDDIG JRWS "WILL BE 
DEALT dITB AND AC~PfED" 

Car~ies letter from Cardinal Bea addressed to a Herbert 
Ta'1be a ref\lgee from Baltimore~ assuring hilft that the 
Jevis~ declaration •will surely be adopte1 at the Eei:uaenieal 
Council11

• 

Herbert Taube, ~o nov res11es 1n Baltimore, 'f.d. has 
submitted a l~tter to the Forward which reads as follews: 

The lettel' from Augustin Bea came as aD asvPr to 
a letter sent to him by MP. Taube. (It should also be noted 
that Taube wrote the letter to the Cardinal in Yiddish). 

Mr. Taube is the author of a beok 1n "English~ •mapty 
Pewsn, dealing vith Jewish rettlgees residing ta the United 
States, end has also J)'ltblished stories in the Forvard. 

In the letter that Mr. T.aube addressed to Card1Ea1 Bee. 
be asked the Cardinal; 8Hov lol'1g are 3evs to surre:r fro11 an!1-
Sel!l1t1sm, persecutions and malign6?" Mr. Taube also asked 
the cardinal, flfiby are we still discussing tbe oraeifixion or 
Jesus, which only leads to greater anti-Semitism( as we bav~ 
see~ in CermmlJ')• to \lhieh cardinal Bea repl1eds uwat!onal 
Socialisa, or Wazism• ta no way caae about as a result ot the 
Catholic CblU'ch, it onJ,y misused the Catholic teaebings for 
their propaganda. 

"The •air points of the de!a~ati~n eonoeni!ng Jews at 
the Eeulaeld.cal Conference is to do away with. every segment ot 
Catholic teaeh1ngs that lends itself to he aisused and in­
fluence Catholies.• 
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Cardinal Bea aibso mentioned a £ev lines in the New Testament 
whieh deal with the death or Jesus an~ vhie~ could be used 
aga1nst Jews/ "One examplP is '&.fatthew9 Chapter XXVIIt 1H1s blood 
should fall unon us and our c~ildren. 1 .Anoth~r apostle •Izake' 
cites bitter vords that Jesus spoke to the representatives of 
the Pharisees(an influential group of traditional le11s of 
that t1me)1 Bu. the Cardinal calls attertion to the ~act t~at 
when Jesus expired on the cross, he said "Forgive them Father 
for they know not what they do". Cardinal Bea also ])Ointed 
out that there was only a small numb~r of J'ews involved in 
the crucifixion, but ~ost ot the Jews were not involved in this 
matter, and how must less guilty were those lews disper,sed 
1n the Roman li'lupire, not to speak of the present-day Jtrv1s who 
are dispersed the world over"• 

How did Mr. Tauber come to vrite this letter? Here is the 
story. 

Immediately after the var in the sWl!ler of 194-~1 Mi-. Taube 
was employed as a Director of a department of the Red Cross 
1n Pomerania. H$ organiz@d the first hospital for the civil 
population and those immediately freed atter the war. In addition 
to this he was also instrumental in opening u~ the first Catholic 
Church - where formerly a gasoline station stood belonging to 
,he Red Army. He was able to do this because one of the Soviet 
military officials vas a Red Cross patient. 

In January 1964, vhe~ the Ecumenical Council ended its 
session, Taube addressed his Yiddish letter to trardinal Augustin 
Bea describing the aid that ~aube gave not only to Jewish 
ref\tgees but also to Polisht Czech ref'ugees. Afte~ this 
he addedi 11I de not aks any Dledals or citations for what I 
have done, I onl7 ask once and for all that the ba.sie roots 
of anti-Semitism should be done a~ay with, citing h1stor1eal 
examples from the Inquisition unt11 Hitler, plus the teachings 
of the church that the Jews are "God•s muraeres", adding 
that Bitler would never had succeeded in the slaughter of my 
brotbezs without the aid and support of religious Poles{ Lithuanians 
and Ukrainians and others, and therefore, esteemed Card nal, 
I ask you, how lor..g will this continue?" 

The letter a ddr~ssed to Mr. Taubei signed by Cardinal 
Bea's private secretary - Schmidt - .reads as fqllows; "I 'faS 
going to vrlte to ycu in Gem.an but I am wr1t1ng to you 1n 
English, and it took some time ~aeause I had to have your 
letter 1r> Cardinal BeQ translated. Cardinal Bea was glad to 
leal'n of your humanitarian work dm'ing the War•. 

The letter coneludes, ••As tar as tbe expected declaration 
eoncerning tbe Jl!latioansh1p between Christians and Jews, you 
can rest assured t hat this will be dealt with and accepted. 

Attached to tbe letter was a text of tbe declaration that 
C ~d1 l Bea brought in on the 8th No~ ber 1963. 
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The article eoncludes by saying that Mr. Taube, and all 
freedom loving people hope that Cardinal Bea's proml.se will 
be kept. 

cc 1 D. l:'e.nz1g 
s. Segal 
M. Yarmon~ 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date Nov. 1, 1965 

to .!arc Tanenbaum 
from Mort Yarman 

subject 

I am r eturn.llg harem th the copy of the Bea 
answer' much r borr owed f r om you when Joe 
Rodey was here, a l ong with extra copies that 
we ' ve :made . r think you ought t o keep them 
in your f ile . 
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L CARDINALE 

AGOSTINO ...sEA 
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V I A AUIUiLIA 527 
SEGRETERIA 

I ror tne ~Se of the notes ~r the con~ersat1on O~ vC 

with l -~ Lrn-~c"lce 

schol. 

1 )Hi.::. .::::m ould appreciate i f those notes cou1d be mmmemogr 

~) 

3) 

\ 

I 

o: c produced in some other manner for being avallab_e fo 
.._,,J..-

~ :w1C1pants on t ,e conversation If he himsel.£ couln ~om 
J 

f> O, ~s for his '(ii'"' - use, he ,,oul.d be ... er/ gr::... :;eful.1 
.... 

~ .< I 

'f.J l!'. asks to keep the no ~es r e ser.red t,.-111 the c onvers 

i ~~el.r and not to dis~ribu~~ tham earlier to no~odv e ve 

t 

~ 

-w 

C -" 

""' 

the participants 

:..s t.."lderstood that the notes can be distributed - at 

cor 11 "'.c=-at1on - to the participants only 

for the manner or proceeding i~ the conversat-~n itse 

s can ba made~ral.ly at Boston o~ agter the ar~Lval. o 

to NGw tork 
f / ' 

I 
Ii 

I 

I ....J. V .1 
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CONV.DRSATt ON A Wim J:EiVlISH SCHOLARS A:lD THEOLOGIANS 
Jfi1ffkv1._ 
\ ~ist of Narch 1963 ) 

(Summary of the main ideas) 

--
. ~~ 

M ~7 
~I 

~irst of all i~ will be usefU.1. if I make two rather fundamental remarks 

1~ In tle themes suggested for this conversation we find one ~ue~~--

on ~e~ur:.ning egain and again. ~amely2 is the_Counci1 goin~ vo \1.D.der~~-
~ --.,, )' ~ 

ke th::.s e....'lft t.nat. Here I must state~'.~ - / - - ~--1 ~-

a) , I ~ not au c;horized to speak oi'ficial.ly in the .c.run.e ~f 1;~$ ; ;~ -
'- - .... 1 :;.,1 .. .,. 

C01 ..... "le 11 , and. , 
\ ~ J 

- - ...... 
- ~"t~lC.-- ~ 

"!./, t¢"_ .. 
t ) I ~~J t~erofore 9peak only of w~et, in my opinion, eo~~)>, ~~: 

~ : f J I •, 
c ~fectec1 , i.a~eed should be effectGd 1 by tho eouncil • ae~c~ ~, ,}-"'~ 

r11a~ to 'ZlY opinion, - you. will :per..nit me repe.:?.t the ibra~e.I " ,} 
f ~,. 'r-4 

~... "'-r'·: J>, t! 
I.A .., ...... ,_ 

-::, ~, ~o~ Eec, on tha one ~and, the Co~cil together with ~ae Pope .a~~itb~ 
? ... 1.""' l ' (~ j. 
f 1. ... ...~ -~7 

r.~ ,i; head' 1'epresen"'11s the supreme authority of the Church, i;;i therefore ...... -so--- · .. 
t ~.;""" '\. ,~ J. -, 
'.i: ' ' ' 4 ~~6' , ,... ver~J..;)'l. i\o r1 .Lree d.!scclssion reibilS at the Council. Add so in s-trie'b-l]'}' 
~;~~ ... ,·r;~I 

~J,: 0C..v1.. ~~ivc (,~.:.s 1 re c~ot foresee whet' will be its flll~ tiecis1ona.-:"'; ... ~ 
~ - £y. """ '\,. ' 

-....,f ~- <;!:r .. ... ~e o ,,her t:and, I can assure all ~f you present at this ~ntima~EJ:...;.: "'fl 

~* ¥ ~~ .. ~:., oonv·c ... sa \t10n the:\. for my part the secretariat under my direction has 
~-~~. ~ . 

£:.}'!», bJ.s;od itself w1 th ~h~ problem of anti~Sami tsm. Lat me· use even 1D.0re~ 
~<><11\; • I "- ~ ;; 
~t. p: ... c .. ise terms, the Secretariat has busied itself with the rele.tiortship; 
,Jll"'\.;.e' -

-~ ' , 
~,r" v: <-T'.!.c1aif,""'l a.iJ.d Christianity. Solid hope subsists• ... therefo:x:e, tha1; de-

,, ... j..n.1. tive neciaions will. be formula:1'ed, as I made clear during my in- -
l ; 

' f 

« 

, l/ 

... t 
r 

; I 1.. 11111 be useful also to s..r""tc-h as briefly as po ssib:.~ the 
J ... 

p~o~~cm _1 L~d, and t~ indicat~ the most suitable we~ of t acklin8 it 

so .. .,hat the "Gart;;et which 1ou, schola .cs ana 1.heolob).ans ~ ~'la'!~ aimed at 

•WJ.ll. be attained. I refer to the way of fe:::il:ing with 1;_ ac~usation 

mr ~~~~_the Je,rieh people. Let us e~press this in :~und term.a: the 

)-t er ~ccused of beinb gUllty o: deicide and on them. ie supposed 
I 
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d1v1h~ reJ ~~tio~ o~ of a div'i.ne~curse on th~wiah people. 

~> · ~ut then, one wiJ.1 ObJec~, what about the phrase in ~he 

t-~nGk~c~J undo~ su~h diffi~ttl~ circumetences •. Be~ides, how can one ~ay 
r 

tha ~ 1.n this occas ion the ent..i.re Jewiah populace ~poke? ' Only_those wh§: 
.__ .. ~ ..... 

"<vere .rceocia-ced directly w1~h th~ affai~ and !iho el~arly associated .., ? 
-l~, h > - ; , .... 
,~ ..... v .... , ~- "' 

-th~s responsibility ~or the deathsentence which Pilate refused.- ; ~:51 
- ' ~ ~ ~t. 

to ~houlder ~Y his symbolical washi~~ of hands. Agaia, we see thaii- the~ 
r 
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•::i1;>'1 .. ~ " ... 
.,,\~;- ' J.fl' C'es~ .. : ........ tio!l of Israel had begu.n, many ~enturies before the 

I 

l~ ...... .Jt dea-;:"_ \):: Chr ... ~to .A sim~lar fat~ overtook many other ancient peop1es. ..i 

' - 1.,.o ~.r 

i1i.at w~.kes t 1e JelJish case so extraordinary is that this people held , ,., 

on end m~1nt~1nea their identitiy after so many hund~eda of years 1
l 

.. -
~h.c-1.n:.i-..hout their dispersion. Let me say: this substantial .,Pereeveran-

~ca~1n~ 0£ ~~e affair on the nat1ona~ p_oblem posed by Roman occupa-

".r.1 0.'t of the c.r~\".!.._l~ -verri t~ry. The lack ot l:'ealiza·tio{l is a1so and 

chiefls rala~ect to the lack of understandia& of the rluim of Jesu.~ 
' 
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"''-~ $on o:f God. B..it let us not C'ommont O'l'l 

f't._ hor e::....)lc.nction \ cmld take us too fat- afield .. 

.... ' ~ 

Our eonclusion_wou1d therefore be as follOPs: ~ro~~what we have ,' , 
( ~~ ...... 

said~ it ig sufficiently clear how unJust it i~ to accuse ~he Jewienl~ 
I I ...... 

people £.~. $l"h Of ha.Ving renc1ared them.selves C..U.lty O~ deiC'ide e.nd. fi" " 1-
.... - - - -- "'· 

thc.o ~hc::i...e r 1~persio11 among_ all paopi~s is in Qloee connexion wilh ,.. 
' 

(J 

t .. l') cU.C~w~ The ways in vhich this accusation can ~e rebutted are, as 

i~ ..-v ~o ~ondemn a~ns a~inst ~ruth an 1 ~larify the p~sitio~ of 

"'.1 ~ Church. ean the Ee:umenical ~ CO¥J.c1l ... iss".le an unequivoea1 declara-

~ ~~ that state~e~ts ~ttrib~ting QOllective Built to the ~ew.1.sh peopl~ 
' for the Crucif1c10~ ~r Jesus are c~n~ra~y to Catholic teacging9 Can 

~~1S declaration specify as_error such caarges as the ndeicide or the 

, Jewish. peop1e," the "blood curee~~an the Jewish people, the reJection 

of the Jewish j?eople by <lod, th~ consequent d1 sJ)ersel and punishment 

- ' - I 
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~\~ Jc .i..sh paople by God and other fal?e 

i:...,,.),] .JJ .... .L-JcL.itos to justify the mo~-_c ....... :.l ..... .1..1.1 

of Ja rs~! 
_ilium.an treatmen'ff' 

t 
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Upc~ o~opl~ (~~r exa.mp1et NegTo ne10 hborhoods have a hi&il~r crifile :rate 

thG c~ore, ~cg~oes are 11W.erently_criminal;_or many Jews ~ere usur!ra, 

~-3 fore Jo~a a.re ~;iherently mereenaryR Such gen~ral1zations, which 
• 

i~11' ... - e a t_ •. rn assess..!lent of ~l the t_.act~ ll bring contC!!.l.Pt upon grOU.lJS ~ 

ar:d i~civi~-u.cl.s ~ an ~ reenforca the very eondi tions w;uc.a. a;-e used to ~ 
I 

J~s~~fy ~ne genere.l.1zationt must be seen as a ~in agaiast charity; 
1 

~ 

(~) refusin& asteea to otner human beings by choosing the wors~ Ul~!J:' 

r,re~~t1Qn of theLr behavior, (for example, , the Jews are philenthr~~'Ct~ 
J ~ 

o..c.l.~ rec .... uee tl.e gi v :i.ng of money substi ttl.tea for religious :lmpulaea*,,. .~ 
r < 

Or t j.\ZqQos o.re s~riv1ng fo~ equality onl.y in order to inter-me.I"~ .r1; 
1 f -1-

.~1J.. ~~ 'tine \'alite race.) l!he~attribution of the lA'.>X-st poss~b-l.-e moti"t..e lnU! 

be sr-cn -o.s a sin e.ga.inst charity .. 

- s 
~ .... 1 ::: 1b.~ 

~~~ ... nin,;~: to this -gµesta..on we 'l!lUSv immed1ately' s~y that the .. C9*ii-f,. 
I /- ~ "i'T 

.-. ::.~ ( c.n~s1>rcss in fundamental. terllls the duta of JUStic~, ttutb. -ail{\ l,_o\ 
' ... r -

vc cs)3C1~lly towards the Je~ish peop1e+ Bttt the eounc!l eannot pp~il 
' • .I~~~ 

~ a:~Jrc1 "'c;o get down to details. You wal unders-tand "t9l-S when l,..re--, 
~D ~ 

pal! tha-c originally seventy long were pre:gared ceoverll'ig s-ome; "' 
. ~ ""' ..... t 

' I I ri ~ .f ..J=t'::l 
two- :..a.ouc:.~-\'S :printed pa.gas. nie Council has to .keep bef-or$ its ete-s --"-~ 

- ;1- I 

_ _ ~e a:nti.1. o area of Catholic life :ln the entue world tog~e~ wi 'tb.. 1.-tt 
l • ' ' ; 

ao.d diffe.r;i.ng problems. v;e have not held a qouncil ;for about-
- ... 1 

~aarst In addition j the l31sho_ps at i;be council ttumber 'mO• ... 
- - "'"-.,T 

thousand! Coasequently it will be cl~ar t~ YO\l that th.$ , 
.... t - ...,- ,,.... " 

1 t + ..t... 

cc.., ... "'ci, ::i ..... s-r necesf!arily confine itself to fundamental. 'issues. 'l:b.e ' ,. + ... - } - ..,, ./' ,.,. 

Co .. u-,til .. :rLC.st J.ay 4onn guid.&-l~ee, m~t start mo-vam@nts. which wil~ • ~ 
J\ .....,,. .S.'f ..._ ~ - \ "\ l I 

'1u,..'l~bncce tne entire v.work.~e ap:Pl'±da~ioit of .JUa\ii~# and of loye;>tC) ... 
J ) 1 r 'rt~ 

1 iA- J· ~ I 

,r;.,--= \.Lla l tle:ti:io.as l.h~""G\•C'!ni j ,ndl.Vi.duaJ. pe:;t"sons is nou.risned b;y ..... -0-ur-' Oon~-e;i-,~ 
"~""Jc '1 '-

;.~_, ~ .. ~ " aional pra.(ftises~ by our Moral• TheoloGY anq by Oa.~ed:.etical Instur-c-~ 

-i~~;p;~r ; ion.- ~oo often, howeve~ • ' their a_pplic~tion to soc1.c.l croups or' ~~ ~::" 
....... -t -~ "-( ~ 

~.t·f~ , 
1 

'people$ is not brought QUt~~ ~his is .. t~ue,.. not. only Of t:Q,eir app_lie~:o 
~,;·-t.o the Je~i.sh ~eopla. Fo.r how, lone a ~ime in how many coun~riee ~~ve 

~~~:~ me~ ~Eok~~ of their naigllbours a~ ~~redita;~ ~~emiaal The re~li~aticD 
... ~ - ¥"1 - - --. "I" .,. I ,\-. 

1 ~~~~ of ~~ci~l r~ln~1onsbip~ tend of the cu~ies whicn ~low fro.all them is {be:"" 
r - ~ ,._ , ' )J 1 r '1 J. 

-~~-· i~~.,,, ~ ~ .... '-1 ! r~~·~~-
---- - ~d • •~..u::........z r_•.,. , .. ->l:. ~ ~~t ~...,. 

"°"" ........ 3-_-- ... 
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11~ clJ~r e~d al~ve only step by step. And men heve to be more 1ali 

\ '-
~ 

l l 
I 

' 
l 

) \ 

I 

Concern~& l! On -th~fl ~:lint I woU:d ~~e a.ga1n to re-emphasize that--

1ihe Councii cannot ~~ mto" a:!..l particularities and details. You know 
. - ~ 
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/ ..... '.> 
-.o .... , s~: lG: at this phase of the \lOrk. Other qw 'Jr_,1iio.as can not be ' 

,, • J cd, l.1.0 eve, during the revision of co.non I,c..-1.. :'or the Code of 

v or. Law mu&u embrace the life of tne entire ahi4ch and must there­

!ore lllnit itself necessarily to the large £undem.ental lines. Othsr'­

i,J.t.1;...:.. i.ihe thing wocll.d be unwieldy and rlould nC?t ta a -<J..CL...lble to the r. I 

( J . - "c .cont conci tions obtainin& in different countrieo"' Fo~ we are- dea­

~-~~ with n Cnurch spread out a.tlo~g all peoples and in all natioRs and 
\ 

- " ~:!i.. ~ 
1 ,e mvst t!Je.cefore lQok ~or ~~ ar-complisQ.ment of our :Pu;-"POsa ra-v'her ~,. 

d~f~ering groups malo.ag up one s~ate. 

~ ) 

frou the ~Jvcotion of conscienceso In i.he ~aoe of Ca;,holics ~a have .. '11 
( ( - .., - .... v ~ 

J ' I 

abo\i-o aJ..1 J those .w.'3an.S whic.a direc"'iily concern education& O~tech;_sm.1 J :,v 
1 I t "" > ~f , £ 

1):r:i(:.('h~t;, relig19us literat¥re • pastoral let"ters, mui;ua1 con.t~~te~,.'\·r-,_:i~ 
1 .... -""'t-- ~ 

:J:_"', .. ~..11.U"es o.a .Pa.L't;i.ctllar subaects a.id other siml.lar thiags. T~is w~l-~~s} ""t 
... J " --r- r., ~ ~~ 1 ~ 

~ .. ,,_ .. ~...._ 1.nls s::.ower nut ior that vary i•oason ell the more effec-ti ~~-~ ~-:;~~-... ! 
.. /eru;nps ..!. s'>:.ou.J.d o.aduce a te1i1ng example of what ,I am. :proposing ·fieie-,~ 1 

.,. J ., r ~ ... 

dn "t .. ie c L;.:i. '"> ~J.an slde we are eont~~nted witll. the diV'ision of the O~ -~' {" 
I '\ 'i' -, 

thof1r} f_ ... .!4 tho Cetholic Church. There have al.ready been two ettot-;t;s ,... ~ 1 
- -'Iv. f' " 

WL ~ r:i ... ~~ to ~~c~1l the J'."Jft: one in the i.hirl.et: .. _~h c~ntury a't t}l.;e <;ounc~~.:1~~-l 
~ .I 1 '\. ~~ 
~, 1

" ., ' _ .J..JJ0l1S '1U the $~C-,):ld J.ll the :fourteenth centlu"y at the , G'0"9l1C~l at ... -j:. f: 
~ J .. ~~ } "' oT1' 
"' ~ - .Li'lo::-e"lc~~ In botll cc.sos the top leaders 1.rhe Pope t ]he .EeumenieB.J..~ ... ~ 
~~ ' - .r-4 J' I 
t~~ ~ _ Pat~L~rc 1 of ~onstantinop1e and ~he E~pe~ox had J§cided on ~~~1!,J ;§i 
\ I < ' .... ~~ 
: \~"- { ~ c..s t11.;1~~ o'.);,ect:l.ve" Yet m both ca~es UIJ.ion w~e not Lievea. ~'Y-·, J ~~4 
;J!~ f" '!,•tr ' ... """ J ~· 

,,,, ·~,,~ , no 1-? .3~ : t.\'"'e there: had not be~ a '3 .fficient pre:par~~iQn and ri)?e. ~1~ i 

' 1r, .... J \ ' .... ' ' ~ ,,, ~ Y. 
I l~.>f An".. :. l -la. '3 ,...::t ho+h s;1eerlit Wh&n: 1:h'6;[i sat e.b~ut th& pra~ti-ee.l a:pp1icliti~7 
~ ~ , : I - ·~;~ 

(,.,~;, vtJ"' '.JaL ... C'vJ L.1on decision. the lack of this eseant-iat element h1?l.d9':+' :e.-ri 
, ... - 'I'),-< '( , I .! ~v..;:f fi'.JSJ .. - < l ... ._.,,~-
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Conceraing 4: Now I come to the last point. About a year ego 

during a press-coaf erence of mine at Munleh I stated that the 

Council would. if possible, find concrete formulas in order to 

realize the many appeals issued by at least the last two Popes 

that all men of good will should unite f.n order to tackle togeth• 

er the solution of the painfully big problems that loom on the 

buman~zon. SU.ch a reali.Eation of our human relationships 

underlinee the fact that we are together as men in somewhat the 

same manner and spirit as we have heard described at the Agape 

meeting, that is to say as in the Civic Unity in freedom under 

God. The desire to participate in sueb encounters and collabora­

tion represents a real need of today felt deeply by many. 

We must hope and search so that gradually we find the cor­

rect path to ~ad in this matter -- although it ts not easy to 

find it. On the other band. one should not wait until Church 

authorities fDUnd and undertake the direction of such an initi­

ative. Catholic Universities, (I • thinking, for example, of 

the ,catholic University of Washington), are not founded neceesari­

ly by the Holy See but by "'thoseali.mmediately and locally interested 

in such projects. Studies such es those which have been pro~osed 

here will only eome as the result of long and friendly collabora­

tion. 

The Cbalr on "Religious and racial inter-group relations" 

endowed by tbe American .Jewish Conmlttea (under the direction of 

Professor Klf.neberg) and the Chair of Social Methodology, en­

dowed by Cardinal CUshlng (under direction of Professor Morlion, 

President of the University of Social Studies) are a basis for 

further developments. They are sponsored by the American Pro Deo 
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Council and are to be implemented by special studies of inter­

group and inter-religious relations and world religions studies. 

f 
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Meaning of Vatican Council 
In Relationship to Judaism 

By Rabbi Marc H 
Tanenbaum 

Director Department of Inter 
rtltgtoiu A/Jatra of the Amen 

can Jewtsh Committee 
In the 15th century the 

Jewish community ot Prov. 
ence in 15outhern France 1n· 
corporated 1n their Sabbath 
prayer book a bleS151ng !or the 
Pope Based on a traditional 
prayer known as the 
Mt Jhebera.ch this 15pecial 
blessing ls tran:.lated !rom 
the Hebrew aa follows 

May He who bleued our 
!athers Abraham Isaac 
Jacob Moses and Aaron 
David and Solomon the 
Propbets ot Israel and all 
the Righteous o! the world 
bless the Pope and send 
blessing and prosperity on 
&11 the work o! his hands 
<From the Hebrew mono· 
graph the Texts ot the 
var1ou1 M1-sheberachs by 
Abraham Yart published in 
Jerusalem> 
There Is no reliable way o! 

knowtnr whether such formal 
blessings have been pro­
nounced by Jews !or the pres­
ent Pope John XXIll Yet 
as one senses from expressed 
attitudes and Informal con 
venations ot Jewish leaders 
respect and affection for the· 
present Pontiff are such as to 
be tn effect a collective 
Mi sheberach for him and for 
all the work o! his hands 

Manv Reaion• 
For Frumdl1ne11 

Whlle they share with 
many non Cathollcs the gen­
eral regard for Pope Johns 
warm human qualities Jews 
have additional reasons for 
their friendly attitudes 

Actions and. pronounce­
ments ot th·e Pope have Im 
pressed Jews with his serious 
desire to improve relations 
between Cathollca and Jews 

Many were deeply moved 
by report& that toward the 
end of World War II the 
Pope then serving as the 

Auoc:l&t.ed Preas radloplaoto 
AS THE PRESS LISTENED-Pope John XXIII de 
livers an address to newsmen yesterday in the Sistine 
Chapel, V at1can City He said the Catholic Church has 
nothmg to hide haa no political machmataons afoot 

Apostolic Delegate 1n the 
Mldd~ East made available 
baptismal certificates that 
enabled the rescue of thou 
sands ot Jewish men women 
and chlldttn from Nazi 
death camps Shortly after 
aacendlng the papal throne 
the Pontlfr ordered the re· 
moval from. Catholic liturgy 
of aeveral references regarded 
as ofrenaive to Jews 

His reatftrm.atlons of Chris 
tlanltY s rootedness In Juda· 
tsm have also strengthened 
Jewry s positive !eeUngs The 
Pontur s most recent state 
ment regarding this historic 
bond was contained In h1& 
seventh encyclical Paentten· 
tMim Agere <To Do Penance> 
tn which he appealed to 
Cathollc.11 throughout the 
world to fut and otter 
penance for the forthcoming 
council He pointed out that 
the practices of fut1n1t and 
penance are based on Jewish 

traditions the teachlng:s of 
the Old Testament of Moi;es 
and the Prophets 

The sympathetic attitude 
of Jews toward Pope John 
haa been extended toward 
the Ecumenical Council which 
he haa summoned Jews gen· 
erally recognize that the 
council 1a a Chrtatlan meet· 
Ing convoked to consider 
doctrinal and organtzatlonal 
problem& confronting the 
Church and also to explore 
questions of unity with the 
separated brethren of 

Protestantism and Eaatern 
OrthodoXY 

To the extent that the 
councU deals with questions 
of theology and doctrine of 
slln!ftcanee to the Catholic 
faithful and to other Chris· 
tlana it ts evident that Jew1 
IU'e not Involved 

In a s:lmllar sense Cathollcs 
and Protestants would not be 
involved In an International 

Rabbi Tanenbaum is a consultant to the Pius 
XII Religious Education Resou1ces Center, 
Monroe, Mich 

rabblnlc or synagocual synod 
convened to deliberate ques 
tlona of Jewish religious law 
This feeling for propriety ex­
plains why responaible Jewish 
rroupa reUgioua and lay 
have not aourht invitations to 
send observer delegates to the 
Council 

Del1berat1on1 Might 
ln.,Ol1'e the ]ell!I 

At the same time tt Is con­
ceivable that the council s 
dellberatto'na could involve the 
Jews in fundamental wa.ys 
First in exploring ecumenical 
relations with Protestants It 
Is theologically Inevitable that 
consideration will be riven to 
the heritage of the Hebrew 

-hlch all branches of 
Christianity share In com 
mon 

Second It Is hoped that ex 
amination ot the relations be 
tween Cathollcs and other 
groups In a growing pluralist 
world w111 lead to a condem· 
nation of all forms of bigotry 
and preJudlce and In particu­
lar that of anti Semitism 

One sees this flrst possl­
bll!ty alluded to Increasingly 
in ecumenical literature 
such Catholic tcumenlsts as 
Dom Bede Griffiths the Re\ 
Georges Tavard the Rev Paul 
Dcmann and the Rev Greg 
ory Baum and such Protea 
tant scholars as the Rev 
Dr Frederick Grant and the 
Rev Dr Jamea Muhlenburg 
among others 

History and contemporary 
trends In religion join to 
motivate an affirmatively ex 
pectant Interest among Jews 
toward the council This 
open attitude 13 in Itself a 
fact of historic significance 
The 20 ecumenical councils 
that preceded the present 
Second Vatican Councll in 
1SOtar as they addressed them· 
selve& to J!ews and Judaism 
did so negatively 

Most ot the councils passed 
hru.tlle legislation that con­
tributed to the &ufferini and 



persecution of Jews a.cross 
the centuries The Third I.at 
er an Council < 1179 > and the 
Fourth Lateran Council 
<1215> reduced medieval 
Jewry to the status of pariahs 
through repressive decisions 
1ncludlnr establishment or 
ghettos the wearing of yet 
low badres and other forma 
o. ebasement 

Chr11uan Jeui11h 
Lrnk1 .4re Traced 

Par&doxlcally social and 
religious historians are begin 
nlng to ftnd evidence that 
much of the church lerlsla 
tlon revealed that Chnstlan.s 
and Jev.s the common peo­
ple had friendly and mu­
tually helpful contact even 
during the ftrst four centuries 
when the early church and 
synagogue were involved In 
intensive conftlct Thus the 
Provincial COWlCll or Elvira 
Spain which adopted the 
flr&t church legislation re 
gardln1 the Jews ordered 
that the custom of Christians 
Inviting Jewa to ble55 their 
fields should be abandoned 
forbade clerics and laymen to 
ac<:ept t.he hOl!Pltallt.J or 
Jews and prohibited the 
marrlaie of Christian 1lr!S 
to Jews 

It is evident that theTe 
must have been a rather 
slgnlncant Intimacy between 
Christians and J ews to such 
an extent that otllclal church 
action was deemed necessary 
to assure that the distinctions 
bet~een Infant Chr1st1aruty 
and establlshed Judaism 
i;hould not be blurred 

Similar legislation enlarg­
ing the area of prohibition 
was enacted by the first Ecu 
menlcal Council or Nlcaea 
c 325 c E > which undertook 
further to separate Jews from 
Christians by forblddmg the 
celebration of Easter at the 
same time that Passover was 
observed by Jews by order 
Ing Christians not to v1s1t 
synagogues a nd by institut­
ing Sunday rather than 
Saturday as the Christian 
Sabba~ Numerous provin­
cial and ecwnenlcal councils 
reamrined these prohibitions 

thereby indicating that free 
interaction between Chris­
tians and Jews existed for 
many centur1es 

An Israell social historian 
Dr Jacob Katz In a recent 
gtudy observes that even 
during tha.t period of en­
forced segrega tlon In ghettos 
Jewish resUlentlal :segrega­

tion did not slgn!ncantly curb 
eontact with the gentile 
world 

The conditions o! the first 
four centuries in which 
church leaders saw Judaism 
then a nval proselytlung re­
ligion as a threat to the 
emergence of Christianity 
have long since pused Un 
der the radically changed 
conditions of this generation 
church leaders have t he op 
portunlty to create the b&sls 
for a new chapter of rela­
tionships between Catholics 
and Jews 

These relat!onsh1pe could 
be Improved in a general way 
by forthright clar1ftcat1on on 
the part of the councu of 
the Church s position on re­
ligious llberty the separa­
tion of Church &nc1 State &nd 
religious plura.lism Author! 
tative declarations on these 
issues would help Jews as 
well as Protestants and East­
ern Orthodox overcome Un­
gerlnr mistrust and suspicion 
of what has been c&lled the 

constantlnian re1l.ex - the 
traditional resort to the ma· 
chlnery of the State to ad­
vance the purposes of the 
Church 

But foremost among the 
steps v. h1ch the present 
council could take to ad 
vance the i;pecl!lc end or 
Cathollc Jewtsh relationships 
would be a re examination of 
the sources of anti Sem.ttlsm 
which grew out. of the polem 
1ca1 period of early church 
and synagogue htstory-the 

themes of contempt and the 
system or degradation to 
use the words of the eminent 
French historian Pro! Jules 
Isaac 

Augustin Cardinal Bea 
president. or the Secretariat 
for Promotmg Christian 
Unity has indicated In a 
number of public statements 

his great senslt1v1ty to the 
need for mating distinctions 
between the essential teach 
ings of the Church and those 
that are mainly responses to 
changing historic cultural 
and social conditions 

More expllclty at a. fra­
ternal agape sponsored by 
Pro Deo University In Rome 
in January 1962 Cardinal 
Be& told the representatives 
of lb non-Cathollc religious 
groups - including Protes 
tants Jews Moslems Hindus 
Buddhists Copts-that the 
greatest challenge to our gen­
eration Is the problem or 
group antagonism and that It 
is the primordial duty of all 
groups of mankind to unite 
for the purpose of overcoming 
hatreds o! the past 

'World Counc1r1 
Actaon Is Caied 

In this context therefore 
many Jews believe that the 
Ecwnerucal Council could 
literally 11tart a new cycle in 
Christian - Jewish relation 
ships by condemning vigor­
ously all manifestations of 
ant1-Sem1t1sm as did the 
World counc11 of Churches 
in New Delhi last November 

In Its resolution the Prot 
estant world body addressed 
Itself to a crucial factor that 
underlles anti Semitic attl 
tudes and stereotypes namely 
that Christian teaching which 
continues to charge the Jews 
collectively !or the death of 
Jesus and therefore Justify 
Ing their persecution The 
World Council urged that 

In Christian teaching the 
historic event.s which led to 
the Cruclftxlon should not be 
60 presented as to fasten 
upon the Jewish people of 
today responsibilities which 
belong to our corporate hu­
manity and not to one race 
or community 

n 1e Vatican Council would 
need but to reamrm a tea ch­
ing that already exlSts with 
in the Church ftndmg its 
cle&rest formulation in the 
u techlmi ot the Council ot 
Trent (1545 1563> Article 
IV This inten:>ret&tlon of the 
Cruciftxlon amnns the doc 

Reprinted with perm1ss1on 

trlne that Jesus died !or all 
humanity and that all hu­
manity 11hares the respol'll51-
blllty for his death 

Despite this teaching how­
ever the concept of collective 
Jewish respanslblllty per.dsts 
and finds expression and re­
inforcement in certain pray­
ers passages of t.he lltuxgy 
<ind in a great Dl&ll7 Catholic 
textbooks 

The still fresh eJ:perience 
of Nazi a.ntl-Semlttsm which 
ftourlshed In a country of 
ancient Christian culture 
and the present day erup­
tions of anti-Semitism In 
Catholic countries of South 
Atnerlc& give Jews a particu­
lar feeling of urgency aboui 
the need for the Church to 
tate decisive action to remove 
all possible 11ources of defa­
mation and hatred 

M oiie to 4diiance 
Pope John'• Ob1ectiiie 

Jews are encouraged by the 
fa.ct that 1n recent years 
Catholic leaders clergy a Tld 
lay alike 1n France Germany 
Holland Brazil the United 
States and most recently in 
Spain have begun aenOU$ 

examinations or catechisms 
textbooks and prayers with 
a view toward rendering 
those passages referring to 
Jews the .Jewish reUglon and 
the Synagogue more consl.5t 
ent with the findings of 
present day historic resear<:h 
and scholarship 

Should the Second Vatican 
Council <:onfront seriously 
the problem ot anti Semitlam 
and set Into motion an effec­
tive program to combat tb1s 
complex evil 1t would pa.ve 
the way to increased catho­
lic Jewish understandlDc and 
co operation and to autben­
tlc dialogue and communitr 
Moreover it would ad~ 
immeasurably that obJecUve 
enunciated by Pope John in 
the June 1959 encJcUc:al 
Ad Petn Cathed7'4m •hared 
by all men of charity and 
good wlll that Each lhould 
tend not towards what can 
divide the mln<b but what 
can unite them In mutual 
underU&nding and reciprocal 
esteem 

The American Jewlah Committee Institute of Human Relation• 166 East :S6 Street New York 22 N y 



_13 
_PLEASE READ AND PASS ON 

-- llo<.hllp _,o, 
- THE HOLY FATHER HAS LEARNED WITH PARTICULAR PLEASURE or THE 

- FORTHCOMING REUNION OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL roR THE INTERNATIONAL 

PROMOTION Of DEMOCRACY UMOER GOD NOTING WITH PATERNAL INTEREST 

_ YOUR EMINENCES TOPIC CIVIC UNITY ANO fREEOOM UNDER GOO 

- STOP HtS HOLINESS CHERISHES • ---

THE PRAYERFULL HOPE THAT THIS GATHERING MAY BE PRODUCTIVE or 

- A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF GOOS LAW :N HUMAN RELATIONSHIP AND 

.THUS FURTHER THAT FRATERNAL UNDERSTANDING WHICH IS THE BASIS 0( ~ 

PEACE AMONG ALL PEOPLES STOP IN PLEDGE THEREOf THE SOVEREIGN 

FOJTIFF l~VOKES UPON ALL THOSE PARTICIPATING IN THIS AGAPE AN --- -

ASUNOANCE or HEAVENLY BLESSINGS • CARDINAL CICOG~ANI --

--




