*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
G406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992
Box 13, Folder 8, Capucci, Hilarion [Archbishop], 1974.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



ITHE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to

from

subject

December 11, 1974

Marec Tanenbaum

David Geller

ze

The enclosed is an article that appeared
in today's New York Times.

I don't recall if the Vatican made any
other statements regarding the fact that
Capucci was charged with smuggling
weapons to a group committed to murder
of innocents.

Did they?
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STOP TERRORISM
An Open Letter to His~-Holiness Pope Paul VI.

Your Holiness,

In September last, authorities in Israel apprehended
a Clergyman in the act of smuggling arms and other explosives
into Israel. These deathe.dealing weapons admittedly were
distin&d for the hands of terrorists. Among other things
they were to be used to maim and kill civilians, ﬁomen,
_children. yes even religigus pilgrims. )

The Courier of these lethal deviges was regrettably
the Primate in Israel c;f the Greek Catholic Church,
Archbishop Hilarion Cappucci. (

The Israeli authorities afforded this man thorough
due process of law and found him guilty of the crime with
which he was charged and to which hejf?{% confessed.

Although the verdict would have carried a life
sentence to an Israeli and a death sentence behind-
the Iron Curtain and in all the Arab countries, in the I
case of Cappucci the government of Israel showed mercy by
awarding him a 12 year jail sentence. .
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Now comes 'ybura;:pepre'sentaﬁivgaiimtpeuHo_z‘tgptan@m_t_Theve‘

KéoStelidlpeLegétgﬁaxbhbishop William Acquin Carew to

contend that the sovereign State of Israel should relinguish

its power to defend its citizens and guests from terrorist



acts suggesting that the criminal activities of a
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Church leader should be above the law of the land.

In so doing he seeks to impose upon Israel the

status Eﬁat Colonial powers inflicted on the developing

nations of Asia-and Africa in the nineteenth éentury.
Your Holiness, we offer to yod the following |
declarations of Concern:

l. We deplore acts of terrorism everywhere which
burden the freedom of our skys, the movement
of religious pilgrims‘to holy places and the
safety of innocent civilians.

2. We believe that the deterrent to terrorism:
is found in the speedy apprehension and stern
punishment of the terrorist.

3. We believe further that no terrorist should
be allowed special privileges merely because
he operates under the guise of holy orders -—=
in fact the trust accorded a man of God renders
criminal acts by him all the more ke.l hows,

4, We affi;m the sovereignty of the nation of
Israel and:the right of the Jewish people
to their homeland. Therefore we are in full
suppoft of their right to apprehend and puni;h
terrorists who oéﬂeratebwitﬁin their borders

against their citizens and guests.



We the undersigned commend your yolin_ess' for your
ceaseless efforts toward peace throughout the earth and
we respectfully urge YOur Holiness to lend the full
weight of your office to these principles which must
underl any effort to eliminate the terrorism which
threatens the safety and well being of @f good will

everywhere.

Respectfully,





