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ON . RABBI JACK BEMPORAD' S STATIONERY 

F..ditor 
America Y.agazine 

Dear ]/j1tor, 

I~art1cle "Foti'!S iveness: Pope -Jahn- Paul. iir. ~nd. t _he Jews," written by Michael 
Shevack and· this writer, ~ we made a serious error of overs!~ht which we should 
like to correct for the record. (America·, Ma} 18, 1991.) 

\ 
Tile o~iginal source material ' and theme came from writings of Raboi Ma.re H. 
TanenbaU!!l, who has been the foremost Jevish }eader; in advancing Cath~lic 
and Christian-Jewish relations D:im since tne days of Vatican Council II .. 

I . 
We wish to acknowledge our indebtedaess to Rabbi !Ran$nbaum whose essays and 
col~~ns have been.a cornucopia of knewledge, \info.-ma~ion, arrl insight. 

Also, we wish to ~ge that Rabbi Taneh~aum and other colleauges in · \/ta. 

the Unit~ States ~nd Western En~ope played .a\ central role in Wt the constructise' 
rasolutio ··n of the uschwitz convent controversy. 

- I . . 
Rabbi T~nenbaum's writings an~ ~i!? participetton were salient forces in 
the concensus that emergj!d ~tween Vatican and world Jewish leaders in 
Prague in September~ and in ~ome 'l"Wfr .wJ ~ ,1_~~0, 

Sincerely, 

Raohi Jack Bempora8 

I 

::..!: .,,.7", ' 
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e:<islence in n pluralist s-0ciety. There nre !'ope declnred to the Jewi.~h communily of nrnny milliom of Jews <luring World Wnr 
simply no religious or ideological rescrnrces !:"~inz_ i11 .IJJ!,O.,! "it is n question rnther or fJJJ!.1D!tc:";"~q(i11~S'flj~i!?"X1•.~ll:i!:=r~a-o:! ' 11]~ 
for living wilh difference<; lhnl invariahly rcc1procafei1lightenmcnt and explanation , c1,1usciousness of. the Je~ish . people, lh!!O· 
nre ex()ericnced as a lhre:11, rnlher lhnn the just as is lhe reh11ionshi1> between the log_icaLrenection i~ a!so needed: " 
possibimity or becoming a source or enrich- Scriptures themselves." Instead of the tra- The complexities ofl'he.1"li11t11e· Easl sil· 
men!. d itionnl terms of Old Testameiii iln<l"'F1ew untion and the differences between Ilic 

/\ grenl reversal of l~istoric proporlion~~"'\~~~i~-~i11_cli ii;lgfi(bc understoq(!"to lloly See and lsrnel 011 lhe im1e of eslnh-
ha.~ ta"keilpf.i~e ·iii the <;:IJ.ui.c;l1's relali01f~· iiiij"ilyiliiii Ifie "old has been abrogated in fishing full diplomatic relations are well· 
shij> 1u·' JiJ<.la'is·111 ·and tl1e Jewish reoprtt_/fa·v·or o f lhc new," the Pope, in a 1986 ad - known. The Pope ha.s _expressed - genernlf~· 
si'~i.,c.!;ILi~l)dµ1?~io_n·~~ f':'ostm. lje~a.(<!. Pope dress lo lhe Jews or ".!.!.ar~l!ri· Sl~ggesled posili~e ~!?~s <;>it_ ~_n!o.r?I p~~r.1;t9,\~~~d.!l~c 
/Clim Paul II exva:ssed lh<J.l ne\v~ril lhc 11.~c or "thHh:Gfew Scnplures" nnd ~rnr~·o'flsrner.asd1sclosed111h1s/\postolrc 
J)o'Wcltiifiy\furiii~..!...fif ) .. i~ .1~85, ·audi- "the C hriMinn Scripture.~" ns appropriate~ Lc1te·Vof"-t.j>i·W20; · 19i14:· •··~1 ~\~f/mlcnily 
ence .~~t1.-:t!!RA~1ericn11 Jewish· .Ci!i"•\i!!!': ., . nllcrnn~ive.~. . . . ~ }t1.~e-Ji'e! l_t~·(!!'!;~f~!11J..~i'11cf.ft1~~-~~r'Y_1i·~:~ _vc~1· 
!Tc: r am con!~·.c~~·~.<J . . J. <\l~!:·h'1nPY:~~·L)1~ ~WE!:!~ • .YJSlt lQ . !J·~ Orea( Syn~eriilettcr rne1.11ory,_ abUJ\(!'.'i}l a.~ .she JS, 111 

snire o'iiTJ'iiS'O'CcasiQ1i tha(J.be rc!ntio1tships..,!"" (ogue oF'Rome 111 1.986, the first ·iaiclrvisil 111-a1tr·rei11ai11s ·and , nJ01111111e11ts from .lhc 
m~~:n.'J.~~i:~11d ¢1Jrjst ia.11sJ1~vC'radic~I- ~-t\'l~;si~lit~·(·r~;~~; tl,1e. P~pe ·a.~s;rlc

0

d, liriie o(Oavid_;;f10 _chQs~ ·i1er as°r1"1e cnpit.:11. 
IY'fliifir;;~ved in .these .. years. Where ' t1ie1'e ''Tfie Je.wisl; .religion iii 1101 'extrinsic' lo nlid"··of Soloinon who built° !lie- Tempk 

·'W3sigr1hr31ice'iii<l lllerefor{prejud ice and us, but in a certnin way is 'intrinsic' to onr there: Therefore.' tli~y iimi 'ii'1.~ir 1i1ihds. 111 
slercolype.~, !here i.~ now growing 11111t11nl own religion. With Judaism, therefore, we heid~ily; 0~1~'ili'ay

0

say,":u;J·roinl ·to lier as 
knowledge, npprecintion, :111d rei.pccl. hnve n rclarionship which we do nol hnve n·sigu of their 1.1:i1io11. for' rti:C .fe\vislfpw· 
T here is, above all, love her ween us, tlial wit h any other religion. You rire dearly be- pie who live i~1 lhe. stafe .. or ls.ra~I ;md whi1 
kind or love, I mean, which is for both o f loved hmthcrs and in n certain way, it prescrvf in· lhal . l~rid su"0ij1rccious · resl,i· 
us a fundamental injunclion of our rdi- could be said that you arc our cider broth- 11lonics·9 r th~ir history and their. ritill1, wt· 
gious lrnditions mid whk:h lhe New Testa- e1s." -----~· · · 11111sl"ask for the desired securit y and lhe 
menl hnsrcceived from the Old." Th<.'11, a.~ • -Spenking to the Jewish co1111111111ily of Jue""trifi'1qi1 ility tliat · i~· t lie"p1:eroga.lh1e-of 
if to suggest his idea o f plurnlism bet ween Mainz, he cited "the spiritual heritage of everf natiow and conuil i0i1 o·r life anti of 
Chl'islians and Jews, he added, "Love in- ~ra~( for the Church" as "a living heri- pro~ress· f(!l'° evefy sod;iy~··:· --~:-: - . · .-· . 
volves understanding. It also involves Inge, which musl be understood and pre- Beyond trle relliinking or the traditional 
rrnnklless alld the freedom lo disngree ill :1 served in its depth alld richnes.~ by us C:llh- underslanding of .Jews and .Judnisrn, he 
hrot hc1·ly way where the1·c are renson.~ for olic Christ inll.~." The "co111111on spiril ui:il has called upon Cal holies lo rn1derl nk<.' :i 

ii." patrimony" of Jews :md Christians is not ml'tjor ellorl:'"'WC"sll'o\rld nirn-in this field. 
Pope JoJ111 l';tu.f II , .b .. uilding 011 , lhe somelhing or lhe pnsl, hut of l he rresenli/~mir-eatf1olic teaching al 'irfdil"f'ef;elii" 11;:.; .. 

fm'i'ITTr.,1;0'ii's·1aiii bf his iue.deccs.~l>i-~. l'6pe which indndes nn understanding o r posf ~e~iii-' (liiei:hesis to , childrei1· and ):Ql•!•!! 
J<.ilii~X'x·1t(a;i_d .Ppj,e P~nf. V.L,.:iicrs<)n~').lfy biblical .l11dai~111 and "the foilh and rel~. rieorfe. 1)i:~5e!ils Jews :111cl .. . J.,1dui_s111,. nnt 
fiit~"ri1adf n singular co11lrihu1f0ii in rede- gio us lire or lhe Jewish people ns I hey are ' o nly in mi ho nest a nd objective m:imicr. 
liiiii1ga1id:id~a1U:l;·,g,.Q11.,.deep theolqgical, professed and practiced st ill today." he free· from r)rejudices. rind :~v_i_1ho1il .m1y of· 

1ii0rITT.ai1o' h"linl.an !evels improye~_ t,nder- declnred in 1982. fence.~. but a lso with full awareness or the 
sTl\lltlii'iiS' bet ween llie .. Cntl1otk. . Church The Pope lenches llrnl lhe Jews remain (Jewish) heritage." · 
mHnf'ieJewish pe(!p_l,e .. ·Thnt should not <.iml's chosen people i ll 1 he rnllcsl .~ense ""The Po pe ·repeatedly nrfir111s his vision 
obsc1ire lhe fact lhat there are significant ("most denr"). and this in no way di111it1- for Jews an<l Christians of joint sodnl '1l"-

diffe1ences rcg:uding ccrlnin policies mu.I i~hc.~ lhc Church 's own nffirnrnlion or its lion nml witness lo lhe One God nnd lhc 
actions- relating mainly to some interpre- own ~landing n.~ " the people of <.Jod." In reality of the Kingdom of God as 1hc <k· 
Int ions o f lhe Nazi Holocaust and !he st:ite Mnim:, lhe Pope addressed the Jewish fining point of hmnan h istory. This wiiy of 
of hr acl. llowevcr, :i.qr.on.:_ who wi~!~}o co1111111111i1 y ns "I he people of <.Jod of the collnboration "in service lo ht1111ani1y·· n~ 
speak serious!Y :iboul t 1_e rol'eciffhe Pope 01<1 Covenanl, which hns never been re- a means or prcpm ing for Goo's Kingdom 
iit'"TliS .. i'riSplred coi1~1-1iit111er;l !(i r(,i;ferir'1'g voked by God," referring to Romans unites Jews mid Christians on a level thnt. 
"geiiir'f1'ie ·sofid~rilf :ind m11Lual 1'es"1)eet ue- 11 :29, a nd e111phasi1.ed "the pel'manenl in a sense, can lie said to be deeper lhrin 
T\veeii ilie Oitholic·Churtli 'niiil'the' Jewish value" of uolh the 1 lebrew Scriptures and the doctrinal distinclions thal divide !hem 
reoflle lias a·moral duty to ·s1~1dy the ·texts lhe Jewish co111 n11111i1y that witnesses to historically. His views have been rein fore· 
of his numerous a(Wr.esses nnd cleclarnlions 1110.~e Scriptures as sacred texts. ed by pronouncements issued by National 
contailled' in 011 Jews mul Judaism, In his very first m1dience wilh Jewish 13ishops Conferences in the U .S., /\mtrfo. 
1979-1986. . ·~- repre.~enlative.~ in 1979, th~pc.r;atrirn1- 1 lolland, 1Jelgi11111, france, Swil1.erln11d . .' G )~cl lh_!: ~ecyJ•,~ .Vatica1\_.Co.u~!.dl'.s rep.udia- the federal Republic or Germnny. Cok1111· 

The Church and 
the Jewish people 

·0.,; ri(1i1. of .a!•Ji;~~\11!'1~!.n '..'~~ Qpposed iC?: lhe bia, and Brazil. lndiviclual cmdin:lls mul 
ver}r''.~iiiril or C hristi;.1iiil"y'".iuic(1vlllch "iit bishops, as well ris lheologim1s, hnve mndc· 
a"1iy"(:rtse: ihe"digi1iry or fhe i1uman person pro11011ncc111enls 011 a vnriety of rcligiou~ 

1 ht ~l?~'~.!..!:~.~~v~!J• -~e~~\i.~, .!•.ml~!- nlonc would suffice f(l condemn." JJ~.)1a.~ and moral is.~ues relating lo Cn1holic-.li:11 · 
slooc properTy ri.~ a sa~re.d one, st'c11111Hhg rcpc:nle<l this message in country after ish bond.~ th al have enlnrged the cultu re or 
~1r•i"1·e:~·rr0ri1· 11re '111yS!.ei-i'ous .;v'ilf oY'Ood," c6'1in'f~y ·_11H'!i1;~1io~1_i. 'rh.~ wo.d cl. . • . .. ' . 111111nal esteem. 

-Pope·.fohi1 ·r:rnl11 slated i11 " 19R5. ·1:Ji°e ·r~la- ''"'liil985, 011lhe20th nnniversnry or Nos- To nppreciale the dramntic change.~ in 
tio11~hi11 is 1101 mnrginnl lo the Chmch. II Im A rtale, lhe Pope ~l;ited lh:it ":rnli- C:llholic leaching about Jew~ nncl Jucl:t· 
reaches lo the very essence or lhc nalure of Se111i1i.~111. in ils ugly nnd snruclimes viole11t ism, one needs only to exnmine the con· 
Christian foi!h itselr, so fhal to deny it is to m:mireslations, should lie completely era- lrasts in cducalio11al materials publi~hccl 
deny somelhing essential lo the lenching of dicnlcd." I le c:illecl the nllenlio11 of the since the V~ticnn Council wilh 1exrbc1ob 
th~ _chur~h . _......._whole Ch urch lo lhe nrnndate given in the and leaching manuals in co111111011 use inlo 

I h~ d1nlog11e between Catholics :'In~~ !985 Vntican Notes to develofl l."1JS?.~ust the J960's. ·n1e St. Louis University te:<l-
.lews is 11ol 01~e ~e~we_en pnsl. (:h1dai~n!k..,..~~'!li\..i~ .. <;~_l~10,lif.s~l!P~)s :.w.cl ca~!!~lrel- book studies conducted in !he U.S. h r 
nnd presenl (Chmttamly) rcalr11es, as if rent J>J.pgr:uns: "for Cntholics a·s the three Catholic sisters under rite s11per\'isi<1;

1 
lhe former had been superseded or di~plac- Ni'ites ·:·. ~ r'1a ve a~ked them to do'...L1:t fath - of Jesuit falher Trafford Maher revenl<.'d 
ed by the latter. "On the contrary," the 0111 the depths of the exlerminatio·~· of 1i· 

-.· . ,. · .. · : . , • . •r · .. _ _ . .- _, . teac mgs of hostility and contempt thnt 
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lent credence to Jewish concerns about 
Christian polemical traditions as a source 
or anti-Semitism. 

In Europe, the Louvain and Pro Oeo 
University studies which examined Catho· 
lie educational materials in a variety or 
languages- Italian, FrenclHpeaking 
countries (Oelgium, France, Swi17.erl1111d, 
and C:mad:i), and Spanish-showed th:it 
teachings of contempt were widespre:id 
throughout the religious culture. S11n1111:1r­
izing these findings, Claire Huchet-Uish­
op, a Catholic scholar, wrote in llow 
Cotflolics Look (If Jews that mnny young 

. . Catholics in these countries still were being 
instructed in the 1960's, 20 years after the 
Nazi 1-lolocausl, the following teachings: 
• 111e Jews :ire collectively responsible 
for the Crucirixion and they are a "deicide 
people." 
• The Diaspora is the Jews' punishment 
for the Crucifixion and for their cry, "llis 
blood be upon us and upon our children." 
• Je.ms predicted the punishment or his 
people; lhe Jews were ;md remained curlied 
by him and by God; Jerusalem, :is a city, is 
particularly guilty. 
• The Jewish people as a whole rejected 
.Jesus during his lifetime because of their 
111ateriali.m1. 
• The Jewish people have put themselves 
heyond salvation and are consigned to 
eternt1i tlt1111nation. 
• ·111e Jewi.~h people have bce111111foithful 
to their mission and are guilty of :ipostasy. 
• Judaism was once a true religion, but 
then became ossified and ceased to exist 
with the coming or Jesus. 
• The Jews are 110 longer the Chmen 
People, but have been superseded as such 
by the Chri.~tians. 

Bishop noted that charges ag:iinst the Jew­
ish people were accompanied IJy a rhetoric 
of inveclive-"verbal violence"- which 
all ributed rite most vicious motives to 
them. 

In citing these themes of negative theol­
ogy toward the Jews, it is riot my intention 
to obsess about the pa.~t. nor to seek lo 
evoke guilt. Rather, my purpose is to un­
derscore that the radical improvement in 
Catholic-Jewish relations, theologically 

. J and _!!1o~gr.1.i.fic.:a11U.n.,t1~~![.alsoi11ay 
· / be a lii"O'Clef or how il is possible to trans· 

form a culture that once demo11iied and 
thereby deh11111a11ized a people inlo a 

J whole new culture of rehumanb~.ation . It 

r 
also has somtthing to teach us about the 
importarice o f overco111i11g verbal violence 
and toxic hrnguage which destroy h11ma11 
dignity and ramily solidarity, nnd replace 

l. those invectives with healing language of 
respect and mutual arrirmatiun. Thal les· 

( son applies equally to Jews as well as 

\ 

Chrisliam, and, I believe, to all group.~ 
who are afnicted by such dehurnani;i:ing 

1 
tendencies. · 

' In the U.S .. Eugene Fisher, executive 
secretary of the Secretariat for Calholic­
Jewish Relations of the National Conrer-

88 

ence or Catholic Bishops, published a 
study of post-Vatican Council II Catholic 
textbook.~ covering 16 major religion series 
used in the grade and high school levels. In 
F(liffl ll'itflouf Prejudice, he found great 

. improvements in the treatment uf many of 
lhe pas! troublesome theme.~. For exam­
ple, he found clear references lo lhe Jew­
ishnes.~ or Je.~w;, which mostly had been 
avoided in the past, and lhe notion pf Jew­
M1 suffering as an expres.~ion o f Divine 
retribution completely eliminated from the 
textbooks. Reference.~ lo the 1 lolocaust 
were h:rndled with great sensitivity, !hough 
those to viole11ce again.~t Jews during the 
Crus:idcs and the Inquisit ion nnd lo the 
modern .~tale of Israel he found lo be still 
inadeqnale. 

In the growing at mo:o;phere of cunfi· 
dcncc and lrusl, Lhe Jewish community has 
conducted ils own self-SI udies of its text­
IJooks in terms of what Jewish schools 
teach about Christians Md Christianity. 
1l1e studie.~ found !hat, while Judaism has 
been in nuenced in its development by in­
teract ion wilh Christianity more than gen­
erally is acknowledged (Maimonides and 
St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.), it does not de­
fine itself in contrast or comparison wilh 
Chri.~lianity . The Jewish-Christian en­
counter, :is described in .Jewish high­
school lexlbooks, i.~ soci:al and historical, 
1101 doctrinal or theologict1I. On the one 
h:iml, this avoids !he prohlem of polemic.:al 
approaches lo Christianity; on the other, 
reconnling the episode.~ or persecution, ex­
pulsion, and massacres which Jews suf­
fered al the hands of Christi:ins for cen­
turies, and which arc a111011g the realities or 
Jewish history, tends lo le:we n negative 
image, not :ro much of Christian faith, but 
of the Church as temporal power. In fair­
ness, ii 11111.~I be said tlrnt this nrg:ilivc im· 
age is orrset somehow by auention paid to 
rig hi cons Chri.~1 ians who shielded mid 
prntectrd .lews across the years, aml 1o the 
high value assigned in Jewish textbooks to 
religious and cultural pluralism and hu­
man kinshi1l. 

Still, many Jews-like many Catholics 
-are not aware or the momentous chang­
es in Catholic thinking about Jews and 
Judaism that have is.~ued from the h ighesl 
levels or the Church since Vatican Council 
II . /\s part of the future agenda, Jewish 
student.~. as well as orhers in the genenil 
Jewish population, need to be informed of 
lhe.~e developments both in formal educa­
tion and through mass co1111111111icalions. 

An unfinished agenda 
. Education. While remark;ible progress 
has beeo made since V:i1.ican Council II, 
there is sl ill much to be done lo ch:inge 
habits of thinking. The self-definition-by­
denigrat ion model has not yel been replac­
ed fully on the pedagogical level. Curren! 
scholarship which set.s the connict events 
descrilJed in the New Teslament- particu-

larly the Passion narratives and the por· 
trayal of the Pharisees-into historical 
perspective should be renected in text­
IJooks, teachers' manual.~. teacher !rain­
ing, and seminary education and by homil­
ists and clergy to a much greater extent 
than at present. In Jewish education, par· 
ticularly the seminaries, there is need to 
overcome the lillle knowledge about 
Chri.~li:in beliefs a11d the history of present 
communities, as well as a lon(!er view of 
the development or Christian thought and 
history. 

Communfcallon9. There should be a 
concern that commitment to improved 
Jewish-Christian relations is progressing 
prim::trily :imong I he "ecumenical gen er· 
als," leaving a substantial gap with !he 
v:ist number or "infantry troops." /\ 
thoughtful, creative, ;md syslemntic use or 
modern means or public educalion 
rhrough mass communicarions would help 
close this gap and give depth to Jewish-
01ristian solidarity. 

Joint wllness, social Justice, and hu· 
man rights. The epidemic or dehum::tni­
zation in large parts of the world is, I be­
lieve, one or the most profound challenges 
racing Christians and Jews. Fanaticism, 
resort to verbal and physical violence, !or· 
lure, terrorism, and violalionio or human 
righrs and freedom of conscience are daily 
assaults on the dignity o f human lire 
crealed in the Divine image. Close coll:i· 
borarion of Christians and Jews who share 
n common vision o r biblical humanism 
could become a critical mass in stemming 
1he forces or dehumanization and in Ill'· 
holding the preciousness of every life in 
God's human fomily. There ;rre models 
and structure.~ in both the Christian and 
.lewi~h communities for adva11cin(! this 
fu11da111cn1 al objective of red empt ic1n. It 
requires moral will, co111111itme111, and 
couragcou.~ leadership. 

World refugees and hunger. /\t a 
time when nations and peo1>les squander 
billions on arms races and weapons o f 
death and destrnclion, it is scaml:llous that 
.~uch mode.~t resources are available to help 
relieve the staggering hunger, stmvation, 
poverty, and diseases in so many parts or 
the developing world. Wherever :rnd 
whenever Christian.~ and Jews join h:in<ls 
together am! mobilize their common will 
:iml m:iterial resources, they make a cru­
cial difference in relieving vast suffering 

and saving human lives. ~ 
Pfurallsm. If, arr er I WO millennia or es 

trangement and hostility, Christi;111s and 
.lcwi; can create a genuine culture of mutu­
al esteem and rreciprocal caring. rhe Cl1ris-1 
tian-Jewish d ialogue could become a sign \.@ 
and an inspiration of hope lo ulher rcli- ... 
gions, races, mid ethnic groulls lo turn! .* 
away from contempt lo reali7.ing. authrntic ~ 
human fraternity. 1l1is pluralistic model of ~ 
the Jewish-Christian symbiosis may be the ~ 
mosl important service that we have to of- . ~ 
fer to our troubled world. f ~ 
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Forgiveness: 
Pope J ohrt Paul .II and the J ewrs 

By Jewish .standards, 

. . -:!~ ./~~~= l?!!/;~f.!':'l~~l~°:t!.~. : 
the Ronian Catholic 

Chu1·ch have begun 
theit 1'epentance. 

It can only beco1ne 
perfect with time1 

when it is the personal 
repentance of every 

Catholic in the world. 

By JACK BEMPORAD AND MICHAEL SHEVACK 

A CHALLENGE •o Judoism w" mently offered by Pope John 
Paul li and the. Roman Catholic Church. h was not a theological chal­
lenge, but a human one. It came in the form of a confession; ''That anti· 
Semitism has found a place in Christian thought and practice calls for 
an act ofTcshuvah (repentance) and of reconciliation on our pan . ... " 

Thi$ was just part of the opening remarks by Archbishop tdward 
Idris Cassidv at che· 13th meeting of the International Catholic-Jewish 
Liaison Co~mittee, which represents the Holy See's Commjssion for 
Religious Relations with ttie Jews, and the International Jewish Com­
mittee on Intcrreligiou.s Consultation (l.J.C.I.C.). 

Jews and Catholics had gathered in Prague to discuss the religious 
and secular origins of anti-Semitism over the past 1,900 years, and in 

:· panicular, ics relationship to the Shoah (Holocaust). · - .. . . _ •.... 
In a dramatic statement au thoriz.ed by the Pope in Rome this past De­

cember, Catholics officially condemned an1i-Semicism, as well as all 
forms of racism. as a "sin against God and humanity." They affirmed 
simply and clearly that .. one cannot be a111hen1ically Christian and en­
gage in anti-Semitism." ln short, the chut&1!.,.b.a.diask.~J.$i~~~; 

· Perhaps not even Pope Joi'in Paw'Ir;~s fully aware that these extra­
ordinary events would occur when he said five years earlier mac "the 

=·~~~p..,~~~$.~!.r~~~:g,_~,!~J~~~h!.Y_i~~1\Y)TP.~~~S~Jl7.fr' 
~.years . .' Bue then ~~~t~~9.ru.JQ»J!1~ .. ~~'2:~.~~~£1p!l_m~~.~g ~n 

.. qttl[i:i.:J.~ ... t~~.~ .. :"".~e11JtQP.~.J9.h.n .. ~"~ll!,,~,~!J£¥.D£~.9 .. tl,l;§.~_.'.;S'~.~ . .Y.~J~S!!1 
Council. · ·- .. ,. 

RABBI JACK 'SEMPORAD, senior rabbi at Temple Israel in Law· 
rence, N. Y., and chairman of the Interreligious Affairs Committee of 
Synagogue Council of America, was sent to Rome in F~b111ary,.,}J.?Q .~o 
~lP.P,~~2..!..\!~t~;,...~l%~U2Q:P.Yh,~~~ID~\j~.,.; .. ~i~'i.1l$~~..@.;In 
une I 90 he represented the International Jewish Comrn11tee·on lhter-

religious Consultation at che Valican to negotiate the Prague meeting. 
In ¥PJS..~9.~r~J_,.ioJi~~~~~.,~~e.~J1H,~.r.~~f ... ;.~g~J.J!~-:~m~,$e 
P~~~iji~~W~N· He also head&! the Synagogue of America'sD'ele· 
gac1on to Prague. In November 1990 he participated in a meeting with 
Pope John Paul II in Rome by delivering the public address at the Later- · 
an University in the Vatican. MJCHA£L SHEVACK is a writer on reli­
gious and spiritual matters. This article is based on their forthcoming 
book of the same title. 

~-.. 
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. The CO_!!nCi!;V!2-~1Jl~.!~~·.J.~~4~~a 

fCi :O'~&i:Ck~~i.~~.Ili-~~~wt~Cs\f~'<~~k~ l;I ront"'r.7st-;t~!foT; ·~he°~h ;?~ti-:; ·~;;;!,·~· ... tr~m ro~--;;J~ 

© 

tt""l'r::a P .... .,,. .. ...,1.1: .Qlt:.~A,: '"~"i1·-~:~,:';i~·· g ~"~·~.-...:.~:.~-"•·1\,~~ 
rudaism..,_Eecognizi ng .,Chri§li!WJ)(.J.,;,_j ruk.~~n.e..sS..:Jo . 
l~JJ.isi:.a.U~4...tti.~~sp!r.!!~~L~<>.11d.Jiol<mgJ.Q~-.;P!~: 
pie of the new covenant with Abraham's stock," ana set 
-inestag'e'"fi:irme'tril"n~gf\irar~ioguitiet\Je'Enthe two gteaL 
religions . . 

Pope Paul VI insticutionalized these efforts on Oct. 22, 
1974, oy 'sefcffig'' .. up~Vinican Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews. Soon, the ambiguous language 
of No1rra Aerare, No. 4. was suengthened from "deplor­
ing" anti-Semitism to condemning it ~s b~i.ng ·'opposed 
to the v~irl~fc1mS'lrart1W.;,:t·:horr;swer-e-aslficrfo 

~ • ,...~~ C;.!, - ': .. . • • .. ..... -'M-.: ........ ·~-oo. ... ~--

seelCan 'understanding .. oJ"Ju'daism as Jews themselves 
understand ic. References were made lo the '.'permanent 
value" within the Old Testament that "is not wiped out by 
the later interpretation of the New Testament.'' 
~ oW" .Ro~.M.s ... ~roP.9.i;tic.d.,,!@. ... ~ ... .w.\dL.2[Jhe 

c!!_y~!lilll9h.P. .. ~~~1 IJ..!,~ 
In !;!_ain~ i~_J::1.~!1MJ.!A~!.,,.!.'}:...fJ;rj.~, wherever this . 

"rnedja JSOPennas gone, he has stopped to spread this 
new Gospel to Jewish communicies. ln.A~~li~. he 
spoke unambiguously about the "irrevocabTC'COVenant' .. 
made with Abraham. He has repear~dlyreje!t<ea"'friy 
show of triumphalism, any imputation that Judaism is 
somehow an incomplete religion that can only find ful· 
fillmenc in Christianity. He's even gone so far as to 
suggest rthat the term_l. "Old Testamenf' ~;i.!"ld ."New Testa-
ment" be ~~J!~J)Y...::ife6i:~:~-j~I;:::;~~:;cii:Q"~an:'-
s·cripcures~.'' . 

'"ttf~ost dramatic v1s1t, however; was to the 
synagogue in Rcims .• the first visit to any synagogue by 
anyp1f'PC'iii~i;lory of the world. It was here that John 
Paul II called us ·~~s." It was here, building on 
Vatican ll,' thac he publicly retracted the traditional 
ehurch "teaching of contempt," which condemned Jews 
to suffer for Christ's murder. It was also here that he 
stated: "Any alleged theological justification for dis­
criminatory measures, or worse still, foC" persecution, is 
unfounded." 

POPE JOHN PAUL II, more than any. other Pope in 
modern times. has seized the Shoah as a cry to the whole 
world for justice and hu';i;anitY-lriffis~·h·offiffy at Au-
sch wicz. he exho~-~ili..<2H$.~.Jp_r~m.e.t!l~ .. :ln.,P_~.lcu • 
l~.J._~~J'm~!P.£>.i:r..~,rsn~,P.~.QP.t~-~t:i.Q~~ ... ~9.m •. f..n,~-9 .. 'W.g.>~f.~~ 
~~e~~d~ for cotal exte~natiOJ!.~.'~,a,Tpeople, he has 
often remindeC:Pus;-1who<"JfaG'ii~rlgin in Abraham, who 
is our father in faith ." 

To many, this same Pope has been an enigma. This 
same Pope has welcomed Kurt Waldheim, a former 
Nazi. as a "man of peace." This same Pope has had not 
one but three: separate meetings with a cerrorist, Yassir 
Arafac, but as yet has no formal diplomatic relations with 
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the State.of Israel. How are we to react to these? Perhaps 
it is best to consider them one ac a time. The world Jewish 
community was rightfully outraged at the Pope's apparent 
"blessing•· of Kutt Waldheim. They were also surprised, 
considering the Pope's outspoken condemnation of 
Nazism and his personal suffering from it ~ 

There was sufficient evidence of Waldheiiti 's involve. 
ment in Nati atroci1ies to place him on a "watch list" and 
bar him from entering the United States. Even ranking 
members of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the United 
States and Europe, as well as Protestant church leaders, 
questioned the Pope's act1ons. 

WE CANNOT know for sure the Pope's m~tiva­
tions. However, it seems that he was P.rimaril~ concerned 
wich streng.cheni~g~i[c.s:b,~wy[t:P.tWir.'ilf~~otitiy 
ctlii"6iit!fia~;~·~nd· thi Vatican. }.f~~?'o1'"'i·:u5tria 
belng .. ilfa"C'lucfafi5()~1Uon"b"tt~~e'e'ii':E1st and West and en­
couraged.her ro lead in Lhe defense of human rights and 
in the promotion of peace. To a certain extent it is fair co 
say that the Pope met with Waldheim. not as an accused 
individual, but as the represencative, the President, of 
the Austrian people. Chronologically, it appears that the 
Pope, in his trip tO Austria in 1983, had inviced Austria's 
President to the Vatican. At this time, there was no indi­
cation that Waldheim would become that President. 

When the Jewish response became so pajnful}y obvious, 
and Rabbi Mordecai Wax.man, chairman of the I.J.C.I.C .• 
in a lener to Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of 
the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations wieh the 
Jews . called it a "severe blow to the future of Vatican/ 
Jewish relations," the Pope responded admirably. On his 
next visit to Austria, he kepc his meeting conspicllously 
official, even refusing to see Presidcnc Waldheim except 
in the context oflarger formal events. 

Months later, in September 1987, in a verJ important 
speech in Miami, Fla., Cardinal Willebrands summed up 
the whole incident as a "faux pas, .. admicting thar mistakes 
had been made. 

With respect to Arafat, if one looks carefully at t.he 
duration and timing of the visits, as well as the content of 
what was sa.id, it is clea.r that the Pope's intent was to dis­
suade Arafat and !he Palestine Liberation Organiwron 
c~t:-ctf!':ii'Cie'H"rfb"m~·1-err-o~~o~"Wa";tlfb;'i ng 
abotlt pea-CC."'"'·"°'..:"""""';p,"'e..,..sl<ll;..._ ....... -.;..,:c:~,~·.~;;:i:~,-::i.er-i.n: . .;;!'!:~· 

- · rt''is"ttlietnat the Pope did acknowledge the right of 
Palestinians for.a secure homeland of their own. But he 
also repeatedly stressed Vatican commitment to the State 
of Israel and stressed that no Palestinian claim for a 
homeland should ever violace lsrael ·s right to exist wilhin 
secure boundaries. 

On no occ~~on dj~ [,h~ P,~P.~ .• P..!!..qli£!Y,.R£:fil~.4.fW:.t. 
And ~atle1'si"'O'ne ·~Tsir'."''the V&tican cornmumcatton 

.. -" .... -~..-,;'~U'(;,.ot<.~:;,.-.... ot1 ~.""."',...b"'~':.>:::-· - - - .. i ... .._,...,,,, ... ";."'-~;::"- ... : ......,. . • 

went OU( Of itS way to' indica~.e th;tt theJ~OP.C.} 11)$$,!_tng 
wa:t~1T~1'~i?![~t:~:~~~~k[1~1iis(t.iarac was 
just one memoer. As wich Waldheim, the Pope seemed to 

" .-;!.':'~ ,. • • ..,.r-.-.'•'t:Vf!l.f'.>-
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According to the Holy See, remaining differences over Israel 

are due more to the unsettled nature of boundaries, 
the disposition of the city of Jerusalem 

and the security of Christian com1nunities in Arab countries. 

be more concerned with the people Arafal represented 
th<Ul A.raf at himself. 

Then, there's the matter of Israel. Though ic is Cl'Ue thac 
· there are n-~~!J:,£1~211.s_. .c~r1.~in.~_!p_lo_m!-ti<:_re_l2;t.~ori.s 

do exTst:"ii1e Israeli Embassy in Rome ha(iin o.fficer that 
~sio· the \TaUcan · Seerec.ariat of Statc.-Thc Apostolic 
Delegatlc)n in Jer~~11lem communicates ~iili the)sraeli 
Ministry ·of Foreign Affairs".. 
. On numerous occasions, ch~ •. r.2~ h~~~P~~licl>: reaf­

firmed the right of t~e Jewi$h.Statc.to.exi.st. In his apos­
toff~ Le.~_ier:. o{...Aprif 2Q, J9~ •• Be4empcionis ~nno, tie 
remarked, "For the Jewish people who live in ihe Siate of 
Israel' and who preserve in that land such precious testi­
monies 'of their history and their fai°th: ..,.;c must ask.' for 
the desired securlcy ·and du~· tranquili1y Jfiat is ihe pre­
togatrve of every hation and condition of life and of prog­
ress for every society." 
..... ,,-:-.> . ! ~- ~· :-.: • ~ ...... .. _ .. .... 

Acc;R~~G lo the Holy see: remaining differ­
ences over Israel are due more lo the unsettled nature of 
bound¥~s.J,,th~. $!.i.~o~it_ion,o_f_the _cltY oJJet~sare1_n ·!Uld 
fu.e y~~i!X gf .~~ris;ian ~~mmu.n.ities in ~.b ~untri_es. 
For rhe Jews, diplomatic relations are ni;>t simply a maner 
of diplornacy, but o{ profound symbolic sig,nificance. 

In spite of these three areas of difficuhy, it is crucial 
for Jew~ to begin to understand how tru}y significant 
Pope Joh~·Pa.Ul7Sachieverti~ms have been. ·These teach· ...__._..._. ....... ._ ..... , ......... , . . ..... ~--·-· ... 
1!_1g~ • .).~~~t!!~nts ana positions form a ne~ OOdy of 
church doctrine. These are not just words. The Pooe has 
ciilea1or ~~)~plemeJl.~tiQn 9r lil~~e.d~crin~ thro~w.e~c 
th~ch. He has ~rdered the tr~nsla\ion of. al!" r.~1evam 
cnurcn"d0cuments and the indttsion of these documents 
in "all llieofogical seminaries arid religious cducc:iii6n 
classes. "He has Stated as his prirna~y .goal io br.ing this 
message lt!~very parish in the world. 

He has even begun the all-important.cask of re.~e.d.u~ac­
ing the next generaiion by revisiog liturgy and catechism: 
·~<?ill<f. ~im. in this fi~ld, that Catholic reaching at its 
dillerenc levefs ... present Jews and Judaism .. . in an honest 
and o6JectiY.e" manner •. free _fr9m prejudices and without 
ariyoffenscs._.: ." ·

1 

··' - -
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But there is no more striking example of this commit­
ment thao what has just happened this past December fol­
lowing the historic Prague statement. 

In an effort to combat growing ~mi.tiwi.in;E.a,$J­
ern Europe, and.co.heal the rema)ning.hun C/!USed by the 
Ciiibeliceconvei:1r in Auschwitz·, .Poiand's bishops.issued 
ail\nlprUCdeinecf <focument: !ri 'Ir they once ·again .re­
peated Yltican pronou·n~ements that •latt'Cases or-anti· 
S!Mimm are· aga{ns(the spirit,of"tl'le Gospels" and that 
Jews· ha'ile·no b)ame for the death of Chr ist. But they 
went even fuitner than that. 

.. Acknowledging that some Poles had helped Nazis kill 
Jews in World War Il, they expressed "sinc~re regret O\ler 
aJI cases of anti-Semitism that were committed at any 
time or by anyone on Polish soil." In what amounted to a 
fonnal coocretization of Archbishop Cassidy's "Teshuvah" 
in Prague, they confessed: "If there was only one Christian 
who could help blJI did not extend his hand to a Jew in 
danger or contributed to his death, then it makes us ask 
our sister and brother Jews for forgi\leness." 

The Prague St.alement had become a reality. It was now 
a pastoral letter, approved by every bishop of the Catholic 
Church in Poland, that was read aloud on Jan. 20, 1991, 
"without comment and with the full authority of the 
Polish bishops," to e>Jery person in more than 6,000 
parishes throughout the land. Indeed , the only thing 
more we could have hoped for is that it had happened 
sooner . 

Answering the question: ''What is perfect repentance?" 
Maimonides writes: "It is so when an opportunity presencs 
itself for repeating an offense once committed, and the 
offender, while able to commit the offense, nevertheless 
refrains from doing so, because he is penitent, and noc 
out of fear or failure of vigor." 

By Jewish standards, John Paul XI and the Roman 
Catholic Church have begun their repentance. l!.£~n Ill\ 
o.!l!yJ~:-SC?.!!'~. p.:eri~t with time, when it is the personal ·1 
r~~Q~~.n5~.Af.cve.r.y Catholic .in .the worl.d. But all of 
this challenges Judaism to its core. With Abraham as 
their "father in faith," the church has asked forgiveness. l 
With Abraham as our father in faith, as Jews, we muse 
begin to forgive. l1 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
·~· ,. 

September 22, i9g9 

His F.minence 
Jan Cardinal Villebrands 
President 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
Vatican City state 00120 I · . 
My Dear Cardinal Willebranas, 

I 
It is the source of great 
,congratulations and Mszal 
o bserva nee. 

I 
personal joy for me to 
~ov on the occasion of 
: 

offer heartfelt 
your. birthday 

I deem it one of the-great privileges of my life and career to have 
been associated with you since the days of Vatican Council II in 
the promotion or rraternalJrelations and .friendship between the 
Catholic Church and the Jewish People. · 

. I . . 
Much of the significant gr?wth in mutaal understanding between 
our two great fd ths and p~oples derives fro.m the insp'ired· and stalwart 
leadership that you have consistently given to our common cause 
over more than three deoad~s. 

I 
'!he recent Vatican de~!aration on the Carmelita convent at Auschwitz 
and Cardinal Gl~mp's l~test stateme.nt in Lordon are· testimonies to 
the fruits of Jewish-Christian.dialogue when conducted in an atmosphere 
of reason an~ good-will. I . . 
'nl.ose qualities and moral yirtues have been the hallmark of your life of 
service to the Church and ~o the historic cause of Catholic-Jewish 
solidarity, and I thank God for your presence in our midst. 

I wish you many more years I of strength arrl good health, until the 
Biblical promise or one build.red and twenty years. . I . . 
With affection and every personal good vish, I am, 

Respectful?¥ you~ ~ 

~ l_t la~. """""'-·-~· - -
I 

.... 
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LOUIS AUSTER 
79-20 260th STREET 

FLORAL PARK, N. Y. 11004 

~---------~~~-

Dear Editor, 

(718) 343- 7563. 

June 26, 1990. 

Enclosed is a copy of my article, ~ Quiet Revolution, in the 
current issue of The Priest. It appears on the 25th anniversary 
of th~ Declaration on on Non-Christian Religions, issued by the 
Second Vatican Council in October, 1965. 

•' J • •• • • • 

This revolutionary and historic document transformed the re-
lations between Catholics and Jews all over the· world. At once, 
hostility and confrontation gave way to dialogue and friendly 
cooperation. Observers called it a 11 miracle." 

The source for much of this article, in addition to my research 
over 25 years, has been Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, who was the only 
rabbi invited as a delegate-observer at the deliberations of the 
Second Vatican Council. Moreover, he played an i mportant role 
in drafting the Declaration, by ~orking closely with~ Cardinal 
Augustin Bea, after consulting with Jewish organizations. 

Thus the Rabbi is both a witness and active participant in the 
drafting of this historic document. Rabbi Tanenbaum has been a 
towering figure in Christian-Jewish relations for almost 50 
years. Numerous honorary doctorates provide recognition of his 
efforts to bring harmony among all faiths . He ·believes that more . \ . . 
progress .has been made in recent decades than in the past 1~00 
years, as a result of .the Declaration . 

MY PROPOSAL:A dramatic story of such wide scope can scarcely 
be covered in 2,000 words, to which I was limited . I propose to 
expand it to 3,500 words, to . describe personalities and events 
I could not include, and to add depth and detail s. 

I enclose copies of gloss photos available. Attached is an 
SASE. Please advise if you are interested. 

P.S. My credits appear 
at the end of article 

L.A. 

" 
·' 
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DOMESTIC f\'Eif'S 

Vatican and Jews to start on anti-Semitism document in February 
By David Crumm 

Special to Religious. News Service 

DETROIT (RNS) - Preparation of a long-awaited Vatican document on anti· Semitism 
·and the Holocaust will begin in February with a historic gathering of Jewish and Catholic 
scholars in Zurich, Switzerland. 

"This is something that will directly and profoundly challenge the church's teaching on 
all levels around the world for years to come," said Eugene Fisher, head of Catholic-Jewish 
relations for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops an11 the oilly American Catholic on 
the Vatican committee planning the new study. Both Mr. Fisher and RJbhi Marc Tnnenbaum 
or the American Jewish Committee heralded the new study, which will i·e:_.,, in part. on 

. Vatican records from the World War II era . 
The final Vatican document. which may take several :•ears to compkte. "will establish 

the tone and style and depth of the church's teaching on this we:J in1.o the nest mile~nium," 
said Mr. Fisher. "As people read 'it and contemplate it, it wm h;ave an imp;1ct on Catholic 
textbooks wherever they are used an:i tf!achi11g and preacbing:· 

Pope John Paul II promised a document about anti-Semitism in September J.987 at an 
unprecedented summit meeting with Jewish leaders. At that lime, Jews around the world were 
outraged that the pope had agreed to permit a visit from Austr:nn President KJrt Waldheim, 
who had served during World War II as an officer with a N:izi ,1r:ny unit. The Waldheim visit 
reignited perennial concerns that the Vatican did not do all it could to help Jews during lhe 
war. 

"I know some Jewish leaders are asking w?iy we have not se~n a document already," 
said Rabbi Tanenbaum, who heads an international coalition of Jt'wish leaders conducting ~rl 
ongoin~ dialogue with the Vatican. "But I wouldn't trust an enc~c.Jica! that was proc:'.iceJ in ~ 
year. 

"For this document to be taken seriou!:ly and not to he S<''?n as merely a pl!blic 
relations ploy, it needs a meticulous background study and we want this study," the rabbi said. 
"We don't want a quick fix. This study could result in an apostolic letter that would be of 
supreme importance." 

Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, the 79-year-old head of the Vatican's interfaith 
activities, has helped plan the series of scholarly meetings, said Mr. Fisher and Rabbi 
Tanenbaum. . 

The new study will be sponsored by the Inlernationai Cathllhc-J~wish Li:.i!son 
Committee, a standing group of Jewish and Vatican leaders who promote interf 'fith dialogue, 
said Mr. Fisher and Rabbi Tanenbaum. The Zurich mef!ting wilt run Feb. ?:'l-24. 

Each side in the dialogue will name· a panel of scholars and other rt.ligio•Jr. lra<lers tu 
participate in what is likely to extend throu~h several meeting5: f ollowin~ the Zurich sesslor. 
before Vatican officials finally draft a document for their churcti. the men said. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said ooth Catholics and .Jews "wil! be selec~i"g fir!:t-line 
authoritative academic and religious scholars in these fields to participate. We seek to explore 
in depth the history or anti-Semitism in the western world over the last. 1900 years with 
particular emphasis on how the Christian teaching of contempt (for th~ Jews) cont~ibuted l() 
the Holocaust." 

"We want to explore the role of the church in the Holocaust, the role of the Vatican ln 
the Holocaust, the role of various other countries and the role or Pius XII," he said. 

The scholars' research will include a comprehensive examination of 11 volumes of · 
Vatican records from 1939 to 1945 lhat have been exempted Crom the normal 70-year waiting 
period for release of Vatican documents, said Mr. Fishe.r. The volumes have been released. 
gradually over the past two decades, he said. 

The subject is vast and the conclusions will be similarly complex, said Mr. Fisher. 
"Some people ~y the church was absolutely silent about the Holocaust, but that is false," he 
declared. "And~l.Jther people say the church did all it could to help the Jews, and that is false, 
too." ./ 



OFFICE OF THE CARDINAL 

ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT 
1234 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48226 

Dear 'Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

June 2, 1975 

Thank you for sending me a copy of the letter · 
that you addressed to Mr. Martin Hayden, Editor of "The 
Detroit News", expressing your thoughts on a sensational­
ized newspaper story that appeared in the local paper on 

·May 3. 

I am particularly pleased that you responded 
to this directly. Knowing as I do your broad range of 
wholesome relations with the Holy Father over the years, 
I, no less than yourself, was puzzled by the' unfair 
statements that appeared in the article. And, clearly, 
no one could refute them more effectively than yourself. 

· It was good to hear from you, even though the 
occasion of your writing was not a pleasant one. 

With every good wish, I am 

·cordially yours, 

-~ ~. AlMlt.v 

UArchbishop of Detroit 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum · 
National. Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Con:unittee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

. ' 

.. 
' 



VICAR FOR PARISH ES OFFICE 

Bishop Thomas J . G umbleton 
237-5855 

Rev. Dale J. Melczek 
237-5857 

Sr. Peggy Schmidt, I HM 
237-5850 

Archdiocese of Detroit 
1234 Washington Boulevard 

Detroit, Michigan 48226 

June 13·, 1975 

Dear Rabbi Ta.ne.nbaum., 

Black Secretariat 
237-5913 

Latin-American Secretariat 
237-5887 

I'd like to thank you for forwarding to me a copy of your 
letter to the editor of the Detroit News. rt· was very thoughtful 
of you to do this. · 

And I want you to know how much I admire all the good you 
have done to bring about bette~. relations between Catholics and 
Jews . Know that you and your work will be remembered in my 
prayers a.nd I would ask thatt you do the same for me. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

TJG:eb 

Sincerely, 

Bishop Thomas J . Gumbleton 
Auxili ary Bishop of Detroit 
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It is our honor and pleasure to wel~ome you to the Uniteef States. 
~~11\. ... ~ ~~ (.:. ...... \ , ...;~~('~ 

We do so i n be ha I f of the J e w i sh~~ a n i z a t i o !1 ~- ·who a re r ~ p re sent e d 

here today;-~~hat have been in fruitful conversations 

---·------with the Roman Catholic Church through the years. They include 

representatives of the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish 

Congress, the ~nti-Qefamation League of B'nai Brith, and the Synagogue 

Council of America, which is here representing the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogue of America, Central Conference 
/'\ 

of Amefrcan Rabbis and Rabbinical Assembly. Also present with us this 
v 

mo r n i n g a r e t h e 1 ea d e r s of o t her ma j or o r g a n i z at i on s i n Am €r i c a n J e w i s h 

life, as well as members of the Greater Miami Jewish communfiy. 

The men and women assembled here reflect the rich diversity of 

American Jewish life; we constitute a variety of religious and 

communal affiliations: American born and immigrant; -some are survivors 

of the Shoah, the Nazi Holocaust, while others have ne~er experienced 

the dark shadow ofanti Semitism in their own lives. We come from all 

sections of the United States, and we come as full participants in 

the pluralistic and democratic society that bas encouraged us to be 

proudly American and fully Jewish at the same time. Your visit to 

this country happily coincides with the 200th anniversary of the U.S. 

Constitution, a document that guarantees religious liberty for all 
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American citizens which has enabled all faith communities to 

flourish in an atmosphere of religious pluralism. This has made 

possible a free and flourishing religious life for all. 

It has been twenty two years since the conclusion of the 

Second Vatican Council, and the promulgation of NOSTRA AETATE. 

The broad teachings that emerged in 1965 have been furthe~ 

enriched and strengthened by a series of formal Catholic documents 

and pronouncements. some of them your own. These statements have 

transformed Catholic-Jewish relationships throughout'the world. 

and this positive change is especially evident here in the United States. 

As the largest Jewish community in the world, we have . 

developed close and respectful ties with · rnany Roman Catholics, 

both lay and clergy, and we value these warm relationships and 

·treasure these friendships . We particu l arly cherish our relation-

ship with the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and its 

Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations. In almost every ·place 

where Catholics and Jews live in the United States, ~relate to 

each other in some organized fashion. We constantly exchange views 

and opinions, and as Jews and ~we often share our positions, 

sometimes agreeing, sometimes disagreeing, but always striving for a 

spirit of mutual respect and . understanding. 

Throughout the United States, American Jews and Catholics work 

in concert with one another on a wide range of social justice issues 

and fight for global human rights and again~t all forms of racis~ and 

bigotry. Our commcn agenda has always embraced, and our future 

agenda will continue to embrace the many crucial problems of the human 

family as a whole. 
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--·· 
One ·of the major achievements of our . joint encounters ·· i~ : the 

v 

shared recognition that .each commu~ity must be ~nderstood i~ its 

own te~ms, as it und~rstands . itself. It is particularly ·gratffying · 

that our .. Ca tho Ii c-Jewi sh. meetings are . con .ducted~ri t .of 
. >--

·· ·' 
candor and mutual respect ~ 

Such meetings took place last week at the .Vatican and -at 

Castel Gandolfo. These conv.ersations > although .quickly arranged, 

weCe high.ly s}gnlf .icant. 8nd high Chtirch leaders .I i,s tened to 

. the deeply felt concerns of .th~ Jewish community that wer~ ~ais~d 

fo,llowing last June's st-ate visit to the Vat,i.~an by Austri .an 

P r-·e s i d en t Ku rt W a l d he i m , w h o h a s never ex pre s s e d regret s for h. i s 

Nazi past. · 

· .'.·obviously, t .he d.tfferences expr~ssed · at .last ·week's meetings 

h.av/n·ot been~ ve.~ver· , . this opportunity for us to .· 

express the pain a nd:-~"l' of . the Jewish ·community in face ·to .. 
~ -f\,<_ c...~~-,(~ . .i . . 

.face meetings and for y,oLi and .. ~eaders of"~(church to listen 
:· . . 

with respect ·and ~~nness, repr.esents a·n important co~firmation 
~-~·,,. · . 

of .the progress our communiti~s have · made in ·recent decades. One of 
c;..1,, . L.c~-~-f . . . . . o.;)V,v-.i ~1 , , • ' ' •• • , 

of ~he/\results of tti~se meetings wi 11· .b.e an : i_ nstrume~l~""to 

develop cl.oser . communicat.ion . and' contact between .. our l~mmuni ties··: 
v ~ [ ~;...1'-'1- . 

A basic b~lief of o~r Jewish -faith is . the ~~to mend the . 

world under the sovereig~ty of Go~·· ... L'takken ol·am b'malkhut . 

· shadd~i". · To mend · t -he. world m~ans t-0 d6 God is work in th~ wor.ld. · 

It -is .in thi·s spirit· that Cath.olics and Jews . sho.uid · continue. to ·. 
_./ 

address -the social, moral, economic, and poUtical pr.oblems ·of the 

world. Your ·presence here in the United States, affords us the 

opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to the satred imperative of · 

. • . 
11 t 'i k k u il . o l a·m" , : 11 th e mend i n g of the w or l d . " 
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we can mend the world, we must f-.i...r·s-t mend ourselve..,s.;_) --------·----.. . ~-----~ 
A meeting such as this is part of the healing process th at is now 

visibly underway between our two communities. It is clear~~:~~ 

teachings ·proc I aimed in NOST RA A ETA TE are becoming major c~~0· 

of the Catholic Church and under your leadership are being i mpl e-

mented in the teachings of the Church and in tne life of Catholics 

everywhere. 

Catholic~ and ·Jews have begun the long overdue process of 
,,,.i;~~~ 

reconciliation. We still have SG-me way ti>-99 .-because Catholic-
'-- - -· 

Jewish relations are often filled with ambivalences, ambiguities 

and a painful history which must be confronted. Yet in a world of 

increasing interreligious, interracial, and interethnic strife, the 

progress in Catholic-Jewish relations is one cf thts :century's most 

positiNe~ents. _ 

-~remain concerned with the persistence of anti Semitism 

the hatred of Jews and Judaism, which is on the rise in some parts 
· ·~ ,, 

of the world. We are encouraged by your vigorous leadership in 
"' 

denouncing all forms of anti Semitism, and by the Church's recent 

teachings. The Church's repudiation of anti Semitism is of critical 

importance in the struggle to eradicate this virulent plague from 

the entire human family. Anti Semit i sm may affect the body of the 

Jew, but history has tragically shown that i~ assaults the soul of 

the Christian world and all others who succumb to this ancient, but 

persistent pathology. 

We hope that your strong condemnations of anti Semitism will 

continue to be implemented in the ( schools, the parishes, teaching 

materials and the liturgy ,. and reflected in the atti·tudes and 

behavior of Catholics throughout the world. Greater attention needs 
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.,.t<:\J>e paid to the Christian roots of anti Semitism. The "teaching 

of contempt" for the Jews and Judaism ~ust be ended once and for all. 

The "teaching of conten:pt" reaped a demonic harvest during the 

Shoah in which one third of the Jewish people were murdered as a 

central a nation's policy. The Nazi Holocaust-Shoah 

brought very different f~rms of evil: on the one hand 

it ·represented the triumph of an ideology of nationalism and racism, 

the suppression of human conscience and the deification of the state 

--concepts that are profoundly anti Christian as well as anti Jewish . 

On the other nand the Shoah.was the culmination of centuries of anti 

Semitism in European culture for which Christian teachings bear 

a heavy responsibility. 

While your sensitive concerns and your noteworthy pronounc~-
~ V.,•~f!i ·/ I"'-~ _; 

ments about the Shoah have been hearteni ng~Cwe have ~b·served recent 

tendencies to obscure the fact that Jews were the major target of 

Nazi genocidal policies. · It is possible to visit Nazi death camps 

today and not be inform~d that the majority of its victims were 
'1'-...c..... 

Jews. Your letter about~Shoah, sent last month to Archbishop John 

May, the President of t~e National Conference of Cath~lic Bishops, 

represented a deep level of understanding of ·: that terrible petiod. 
~Vff'MA·f1t·"'(} 

We :10 o I< f o r w_a~ to t he fort h c om i n g V at i c an doc u me n t on t h e 
~ f\. 

Shoah, the historical background of anti Semitism, and its 

ccntemporary manifestations. 

Many Catholic Schools in .the U.S. are already teaching about 

" -the Holocaust and effo·rts are underway to develop a :sp~ 

curriculum about the Shoah for Catholic students. This material is 

being jointly developed . by Catholic and Jewish educators. 

Even though many of the great centers of Jewish learning wer~ 
'\ 

destroyed during th·e Sho~~· there has been a remarkable renewal of 
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