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who live in deteriorating buildings can finally be de-
cently housed—and not in segregated enclaves. There
are generalized references to all these essentials in their
pronouncements, but there are no comprehensive pro-
grams nor is there nearly enough emphasis on the
co-ordinated political action required to elect legislators
to bring these concepts into being.

Most basically, the “establishment” has not clearly
enough joined with Bayard Rustin and similarly ori-
ented strategists to call for more planning of the econ-
omy (without which structural unemployment will
worsen) and for a change in the definition of work in
an economy being increasingly reshaped by automa-
tion. Their goals have been too narrow, and. if they
continue to emphasize civil rights with only vague at-
tention to economics and politics, the thrust of new
black leadership will make greater inroads on their
forces, actual and potential.

So far, none in the new wave—including Malcom X
—have themselves been clear enough in presenting pro-
grams aimed at attacking the root causes of inequality;
but because they do make fiercer sounds and because
the masses will become even more frustrated if all they
get are civil rights bills, more Negro support is bound

“to go to those who propose increasingly forceful action,

whatever that action is. For all that has been written
about the rage and despair among Negroes, whites
generally have yet to fully realize that eventually all
this intensity has to be channeled somewhere if it is

not to explode; and if there continue to be no signs of
a broad national coalition, that intensity is going to be
poured into various forms of black nationalism. A New
York woman who was demonstrating at the World's
Fair this spring said, “I have a little baby. I would
rather it were dead than have to go through what my
husband went through.”

A Southern Regional Council report on “the Easter
Week outbreak in Jacksonville of racial violence, pre-
dominantly from Negro sources” describes “the hope-
lessness that is compounded out of the thudding impact
upon the human consciousness of being poor, and being

- blocked by the very conditions of this poverty and by

the weight of discrimination from any possible escape.
This is hopelessness deepened by the new knowledge

- that the old dream of escape to the North is false—

that up. there it'’s just more of the dreary old same.
‘Our young,” say Negroes in Jacksonville and elsewhere
over the South in 1964, ‘don’t care any more whether

‘they die if they've got to go on living like we have

to now.’”

What do Wilkins, Farmer, King and Young have to
say to the young in Jacksonville and to the woman at
the World's Fair beyond civil rights? Civil rights are
essential, but they are only the beginning; and if the
present Negro leadership does not act more urgently
and specifically in political and economic terms, they
will have fewer and fewer Negroes to lead because
they have so far not shown where it is they’re going.

Guenter Lewy’s New Book

The Church Under Hitler

GORDON C. ZAHN

IN ONE sense it might be said that the Church has come
upon unfriendly times. Despite all the favorable attention
earned by the irrepressible humanity brought to it by a
John XXIII, despite the exciting revitalization under way
at Vatican II, it finds itself the object of a continiing
(and increasingly critical) review which has at times
verged upon-an outright indictment for complicity—at
least by silence—in the criminal acts of Adolf Hitler and
his Third Reich.

A new breed of German historians and journalists, in-
cluding some outstanding Catholics, have played a
significant part in this revisionist study. The most widely

GORDON C. ZAHN is the author of German Catholics and Hitler's
‘Wars and the forthcoming book, In Solitary Witness: The Life
and Death of Franz Jaegerstaetter (Holt, Rinehart & Winston).

publicized, though perhaps least meritorious in terms of
scholarship, has been the contribution of Rolf Hochhuth
and the worldwide controversy it has stirred. He, it will .
be remembered, did not content himself with chron-
icling the sad failure of German Catholicism to recog-
nize a gross moral evil and oppose it effectively and in
time; instead, he chose to indict the leader of the univer-
sal Church with a personal, and major, share of respon-
sibility for the atrocity of the “Final Solution.”
Now we have yet another treatment of this general
theme, The Catholic Church and Nazi Germany, writ-
ten by Guenter Lewy (McGraw-Hill. $7.50). It is un- .
doubtedly the best. Professor Lewy’s analysis is different
from the others in the range of issues it covers, in the
probing thoroughness of its analysis, and in the author-
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itative quality of his sources. It is unlikely that its pre-
eminence will be challenged until (if even then?) the
Vatican archives for this tragic period are finally made
available to scholars for free and independent research.
One suspects that the materials made available to this
author in the various diocesan archives he visited in
Germany are a reliable foreshadowing of what the Vati-
| can deposits will reveal.

It will be interesting to see how this work will be re-
ceived by that hardy band of apologists who regard it
as their sacred duty to denounce anyone who would dare
voice even the slightest hint of criticism concerning the
Catholic record in Nazi Germany. Lewy has closed most,
if not all, doors of escape for them. On the one hand, he
presents evidence that is so brutally clear and shocking
that one wonders how it has been overlooked until now.
At the same time, he presents it in a tone of restrained
scholarly detachment that makes it possible for him to
so control his personal disapproval of the story he tells
that his work never-crosses the line separating scholarly
analysis from indictment.

The first section sets the stage by reviewing the “pre-
history” of the encounter between the Catholic Church

“and National Socialism. It begins with a survey of the
early pattern of firm and open opposition and ends with
{ the “great reconciliation” which took place once what
had been an objectionable political movement became
“legitimate authority.” The negotiations which brought
the surprisingly speedy conclusion of a Concordat in 1933
are discussed in careful detail with the result that the
author’s interpretation, placing a greater measure of
responsibilty for this development upon the Catholic
parties than is usually the case, becomes quite convincing.

THE HEART of the work, however, is the extensive re-
view of the “modus vivendi” issuing from that Concordat,
Whether he surveys the suppression of Catholic organ-
izations and press, the harassment of confessional schools,
or the areas of Church support for Nazi foreign policies
and the war to which these led, the pattern held. None of
the repeated violations of the Concordat on the part of
the State, none of the offenses against human values
initiated by the Nazi leaders, were ever allowed to pro-
voke a final break or even the serious threat of such a
break as far as the official Catholic leadership was con-
cerned. Protests there could be, of course; but they were
always voiced in a tone of sorrow or indignation derived
from the fact that the unshaken loyalty and compliance
shown by the Church and its members were not being
given proper recognition by the secular authority. Even
the one outstanding exception, the firm opposition to
the sterilization and euthanasia programs, is weakened
by the fact that, in the case of the former at least, theo-
logical lines were being drawn to permit confessors to
spare individual Catholics the “conflict of conscience”
or the personal risk that a rigid conversion of general
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moral principle to individual moral obligation might
have provoked! :

Other troubling findings concern the endemic strains
of anti-Semitism in German Catholic thought and prac-
tice and the implications they obviously held for the
absence of effective opposition to even the earliest stages
of Hitler's persecution of the Jews. Similarly, the dis-
cussion of the attitudes concerning support for, or partic-
ipation in, the Resistance movement forces the reader to
question the official praise and honor that has since been

lavished upon the Delps, the Rupert Mayrs, the Lichten-
_ h:ergs, and all the others who did “redeem the day™ by

taking some kind of stand in opposition to an evil regime
and its immoral policies. It is quite clear that they took
that stand alone and with no significant encouragement
from their spiritual superiors.

The book concludes with Lewy’s rather brief statement
and discussion of what he, a political scientist, sees as
the three basic dimensions of “Catholic political ideol-
ogy.” So strong is the impact of the facts presented in
the earlier sections that one is tempted to skip over what
the author clearly intends to be the crowning accomplish-
ment of his whole effort. And, indeed, there is much here
that should engage the Catholic reader’s mind long after
the finished book has been set aside.

The criticisms are not new. Once again the point is
made that the Church has only recently, and with some
reluctance, come to recognize the virtues of democracy;
that the frequently proclaimed indifference to the various
forms of government, coupled with its own authoritarian
and autocratic structure, has rendered its members too
susceptible to the appeals of totalitarianism; that it is
perhaps too reticent about stressing socio-political ap-
plications of moral principles when doing so would seem
to present some threat to institutional security. What is
new is the terribly compelling force these familiar criti-
cisms gain in the context of this most tragic historical ex-
ample of the failure these tendencies can produce.

There are so many important lessons to be drawn from
a book like this that one despairs of making an adequate
choice. There is, first of all, what one might term the
“boomerang effect” of the myth of total Church opposi-
tion to Nazism that was so carefully created after the
war and is, even today, so fervently (if hopelessly) main-
tained in some quarters. It is now quite clear—and should
have been frankly admitted all along—that the general
support given the Hitler regime as “legitimate authority”
outweighed whatever opposition was mounted by any




—— —

of the major religious communities of Germany and that
even this opposition was generally restricted to limited
ecclesiastical concerns. Had there been an honest admis-
sion of this fact at the time of the collapse of the Third
Reich, the religious communities—and this holds partic-
ularly true for the Catholic community—could still have
claimed a significant measure of respect and honor if
only by virtue of the fact that, however restricted it was,
they constituted virtually the only center of any open
opposition to the régime,

UNFORTUNATELY, this was not enough. With the ea-
ger acquiescence of the Western occupation authorities,
the apologists set to work and brought forth an overly
idealized portrait of a suffering but still unbending
Church rallying its loyal supporters to heroic resistance
against the Nazis. To accomplish this dubious success,
some of these writers did not even stop short of tamper-
ing with the carefully selected documentation they of-
fered to support their case. What had to happen has now
bappened: objective scholarly research has ripped away

—the veils of this carefully manufactured mythology.

The tragedy is that now the record which would have
looked so good in comparison with what other groups in
Germany had been able to do has to look extremely bad
because it is compared instead with the false picture
that was so laboriously engineered. Even so respected
a figure as Cardinal Faulhaber loses much of the luster

| that was rightfully his, simply because of the misguided

t

|

attempt to elaborate upon his record and present him as

a far more open and forthright defender of the Jews than

the cold facts now show him to have been.

A second lesson relates more to the substance of the -

record described in that it forces us to consider the ex-
tent to which the actions of the official Church were
marked by a particularistic, rather than universal, con-
cern. Instead of voicing open protest whenever the rights

“of any individuals or groups were being trampled, the

responsible Catholic spokesmen apparently saw their
proper range of concern limited to those of their own
household. In fact, there were instances in which the
violations of the rights of others were condoned or even
applauded.

Thus we have the almost eager willingness to accept
and praise the Nazi suppression of Socialist organizations
and press followed by indignant shrieks of protest when
the same violations of rights were directed against their
Catholic counterparts. If the question was not asked
then, let us pose it now as we read the grim record of the
past: should it not always be the occasion for protest
when the rights of any—be they Socialists, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, ]ews——are violated? Or do we stand aside in
silence until it is “our own” who are carned off to Dachau
or worse?

The sharpest illustration of the shameful effects.of
such particularistic thinking is the record of silence in

the face of the persecution of the Jews. Long before the

_transports took off for the journey to the extermination

camps, there were occasions demanding appropriate and
effective protest. Certainly one may hold that, had the
excesses of Krystallnacht in November 1938 and the of-
ficially-proclaimed boycott of the Jews which followed
been greeted by a firm episcopal statement advising
Catholics not to support so patently unjust a policy, it
is very likely that “the- Hochhuth problem” would have
been nipped in its earliest bud. But, once again, these
actions were directed against those mot of “our house-
hold” with the result that, however much personal sym-
pathy they might have stirred, the course of “prudent”
silence ruled the day. ’s work should focus new
attention to the Church’s real responsibilities to and for
all men—including, of course, Protestants whose rights
are still being violated in so-called “Catholic” countries.

This kind of particularist thinking was at least linked
to an awareness of religious identification. Another, and
in some respects even more scandalous, kind relates to
the excessively nationalistic commitment evidenced by
German Catholics from ghest ranking prelate to
the ordinary man in the pew. Once again we are faced
with irrefutable evidence of how this factor can work to
distort and block moral judgment in such a way as to
support the contention that nationalism should be recog-
nized as the “the characteristic heresy of our day.”

The record of the efforts made by the German bishops
of the Saar to assure as unanimous a vote as possible
favoring return to Germany in the 1936 plebiscite—and
this despite the fact that the Nazi regime had already
given evidence of its hostility to the Catholic Church in
Germany—has to be read in full detail to be believed. Yet
they were not alone in this. The German bishops them- .
selves (with the ardently anti-Nazi Galen playing a lead-
ing part) issued a proclamation calling for the return of
the Saar, a proclamation which included an order that
three Lord’s Prayers and Ave Marias be added to all
Sunday Masses on the day of the vote so that this out-
come might be assured.

IN SUCH a context we are no longer surprised at the
exaggerated nationalism following the “success” of the
vote, one of the bishops going so far as to declare that
this result could not be explained by natural factors alone
—that God Himself had spoken to refute the noticn that
Catholics were politically unreliable. Nor should it be
surprising that, once Hitler’s foreign policies reached
their logical culmination in a series of clearly aggressive
wars, the German Catholics were more than ready to do
“their Christian duty” in support of those wars.

Thus, just as a circle was drawn to limit the moral
concern of the official Church to Catholics within the
national community, another set of boundaries limited
its moral concerns to that same national community as
against the rest of the world. It is difficult to imagine a
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more persuasive case for the kind of separation of Church
and State which will protect the religious community
against the temptation of ever again reducing itself to
an instrumentality of a warring secular power.

Lewy’s careful work should be for us a beginning. It
should prompt us to reevaluate the adequacy and valid-
. ity of the ethical principles which have come to dominate
.Catholic political philosophy and its application in the
real political order. If it is quite clear in retrospect that
they were not adequate and certainly not valid as they
operated to govern the relationship between the Catho-
lic Church and the Third Reich, it might be most prudent

to work on the admittedly pessimistic assumption that

the same would be true with respect to the relationships
that obtain between the Church and any modern state.
From this it would follow that we must give much more

s

thought than we have thus far to building whatever de-
fenses are needed to preserve the integrity of that
Church in the face of any future demands that may be

-made upon it or its members by an amoral or immoral

secular authority. . _

In a very real sense—and this is probably the point of
the admittedly uncomfortable focus upon the Catholic
Church—only this religious community possessed the full
organizational and spiritual potential for an effective
resistance to the evil of the Third Reich. To the extent
that it failed, as Lewy and the others have shown it did,
it would be a serious mistake for us to shut our eyes to
that failure in a misguided, and certainly futile, attempt
to hide that tragic fact, either from the world we are
commissioned to redeem or, for that matter, from our-
selves.

One Man’s Fancy

- The Case for Dirty Linen

WILFRID SHEED

WHILE SHUFFLING through a copy of Commentary
recently, I was hit with a sudden twinge of nostalgia.
Numerous -readers were taking Mr. Philip Roth to task
for presenting repulsive Jewish characters in his fiction.
For a moment, I might have been reading a Catholic
magazine: the author could have been J. F. Powers,
and the subject could have been worldly prelates. The
same note of fretfulness and betrayal were sounded
again and again. We know we’re not perfect, of course
—but supposing they find out?

In such cases, aesthetic considerations are given un-
commonly short shrift. This is worth a parenthetic com-
ment of its own. People still talk about sacrificing
everything for art, it is a piety left over from the nine-
ties, but such sacrifices are rarely performed. “If a
‘writer has to rob his mother,” says Faulkner, “he will
not hesitate; the ‘Ode on a Grecian Um’ is worth any
number of old ladies”—and we all applaud mechani-

cally. But words come cheap, and given a real conflict

of interest, these resolutions are quickly forgotten. Even
practicing artists find it fantastically hard to make
personal sacrifices for art (hypothetical mothers are
something else again), and the rest of us drop art
completely when small threats arise. A work of art

wiLFRID SHEED, author of A Middle Class Education ( Houghton-
Mifflin), and The Hack (Macmillan), contributes a regular col-

umn to these pages.
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that really involves our interests and prejudices will
evoke the same philistine chorus from Jews, Catholics
or atheists. Non-believing critics have performed some
strange arabesques in front of Christian works of art,
not so different from Catholic critics confronted with
profane ones.

To place art before every other value, even survival,
is, then, to take a splendid position which no one
should hold you to in time of stress. A fortiori, any Jew
in this century who opts for caution over aestheticism
will get no quarrel here. (The Catholic situation is
somewhat different, since our perennial enemy is not
persecution but our own complacency.) But in either
case, the caution seems to me misdirected, from a prag-
matic point of view. As one of Commentary’s readers
pointed out, it is no secret that imperfect Jews exist—
any more than Mr. Powers’ priests are altogether a
private joke. Nothing could be more pathetic than the
illusion that we are concealing these brightly colored
specimens from the world. While we tiptoe around
them with eyes lowered, they are advertising themselves
cheerfully enough.

In the circumstances, it would seem wiser to do our
own parodies of them before the world beats us to it.
A writer like Powers is actually much gentler with his

-victims than an outsider would be likely to be. And

the world is not so horrified as we might suppose. No
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Anti-Hitler Spirit
Called Guide to
Germany's Future

“The revolt of July 20, 1944, became

-a symbol of our people's self-respect,

and the start of their rehabilitation
in the community of nations." This
sentence was the core of President
Heinrich Libke's message in a com-
memoration address for the 20th an-
niversary of the German revolt a-
gainst the Nazi regime.

Throughout the Federal Republic of
Germany, the anniversary was

Since 1945, the Western in-
dustrial nations have granted
aid amounting to $75,000,000,000
to the developing countries,
Of this, the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany has granted
$7.500,000,000 or 10 percent.
Germany comes fourth in the
list of aid-donor countries after
the United States, France and
Great Britain.

According to the German
Foundation for the Developing
Countries in West Berlin, which
published the figures, the entire
East Bloc contributed only a-
bout $7,500,000,000, or roughly
the amount granted by the Fed-
eral Republic alone. In addition,
about 95 percent of all develop-
ment aid granted by the U-
nited MNations came from the
West.

marked by commemorative meetings
and churdh services. In Bonn, Chancel-
lor Erhard, as well as the former
Chancellor-Konrad Adenauer, and the
Inspector General of the Bundeswehr,
Heinz Trettner, laid wreaths at the
monument honouring the victims of
war and dictatorship. In Bonn, too, a
service took place under the sponsor-
ship of the Fédeération Internationale
Libre des Déportés et Interés de la
Résistance (FILDIR). Eugen Gersten-
maier, the President of the Bundestag,
spoke in Berlim.

Some like it;
some don't:
Amon? the more
highly praised,
laughed at, and
ignored works
at Kassel's
modern-art
exhibition
“documenta Il1”
(see article on
page 7] is this
one, entitled
“Ampoules”, b
the Frenc
artist Arman.
Its components
include medicine
ond perfume
botiles, a
sardine tin,
films, a tripod,
visiting cards
and banknotes

Message of the Resislance

President Liibke spoke on the eve
of the anniversary, at the Free Uni-
versity of Berlin, He quoted the fol-
lowing lines from a summons to the
German people that the men of the
resistance movement would have
broadcast had their attempt on Hit-
ler's life been successful: *We call
on you to become resolute within
yourselves, and to achieve a confi-
dence that is ready for sacrifices. Do
not hate, but help! Do the greatest
deed of all: Find the soul of our peo-
ple again!” This appeal, the President
declared, ought to be binding for the
German people now and in future.

“The 20th of July,” he continued,
“is overshadowed by the great trag-

edy that the conspirators failed. ...
But even so, these men accomplished
a deed of historic significance. They
demonstrated to the world that a de-
sire was alive in the German people
to free themselves and Europe of Hit-
ler's tyranny, and, in all readiness to
expiate, to distance themselves from
the monstrous crimes.”

Survivors Participate

The Berlin event of commemoration
took place in the courtyard (see pic-
ture on page 3) of the former Supreme
Command of the Armed Forces, in
what used to be the Bendlerstrasse.
The street is now named Stauffen-
bergstrasse, after the man who car-
ried out the final of several attempts



on Hitler's life. [t was thefe that ‘the

conspirators. had had their headquar-
ters, and there, too, that Graf Stauf-

fenberg and three of his friends were
the first to be executed after’ the
failure of their revoll.

Amtmg— thosé, who now, 20 yéars'

later, assembled in this courtyard last

week, were relatlves of the men, exe--

cuted for theéir role in the revolt, and
some surviving members of the re-

sistance movement. One of these was’
Eugen Gerstenmaier,

the -speaker:
now President of the Bundestag, who

was arrested in this very house in’

the Bendlerstrasse af‘tcr the. 20th of
July, 1944,

‘Movement Began in 1933

In his address, Dr. Gerstenmaier -

refuted the assertion that resistance
in< Germany' began only when the
outcome of the war was already ob-
vious. The members of the resistance
movement, he declared, were by no
means opportunists, adding:

“The truth about the German re-
sistance movemént begins. with the
recognition that National Socialism
never succeeded in gaining the entire
German people’s inner compliance, in
aligning them on the spiritual level,
I see the start of visible resistance as
on March 23, 1933, when Otto Wels,
the chairman of the Social Democrats
in the Reichstag, expounded the rea-
sons for his rejection of the law of
empowerment [for Hitler].*

Tribute From Abroad

The event was also attended by
the Belgian General Jean Gérard, the
president of the Union Internationale
des - Résistants et Déportés (UIRD),
who read the following manifesto:

“In the name of the UIRD, I should

like to render homage to the resist-

ance—resistance wherever it raised
its head, in Germany as in other

.

In a prociamation for the 20th
of July, the German Federal
Goveérnment expresses gratitude
o the memory of "all Germans

- who offered ’rgSIstanf;e to -the
lolalitarian regime’. of Adolf

Clamation:
' "What ‘occurred on Juiy 20

‘‘manifestation - of * resistance-
against “tyranny, but not the
only one. In all strata' of our
people, in those years; lived-the
hope that the regime would be
overthrown. Only a small part

counted persons did, by active

deeds or passiveresistance, to-

' . bring this hope to fruition,

Many of them suﬁered death
or imprisonment. .

"The fighters in the resistance

did not act for the sake of any

“personal ‘advantage, but were

Hiiler. Excerpls Imm the proc- .

1944, was the most striking ~ wolld be dishonoured, defamed

- and foe alike. They acted never- -

has become known of what un- ~

impelled by their. conscience.
Their cause—as -one of them .
formulated. it—was 'to set up’
the human image again in the
heart' of the German people’
They knew that if their attempt
miscarried it would mean their °
‘death and that in addition they

and misunderstood by friend

theless, because humanity, jus-
tice and honour meant more to
them than life. ...

“Free Germany protects the
heritage of the German re-
sistance fighters. against tyran--
ny. They helped make it pos-
sible for the Federal Republic
of Germany to become a mem-
ber of the community of free
nations and a pillar of the
Western world. ..."

countries, against suppression and for
the sake of justice and freedom.

“The blood that was shed in com-
mon—shed in the underground move-
ment, in the maqui and in concen-
tration camps—should ‘bind us to-

gether in the establishment of a u--

nited and brotherly Europe. With us
here are French young people, sons
and daughters of people who were
persecuted. These young people have
come as representatives of the resist-
ance, on behalf of the UIRD, to form
friendships with young Cermans, in
particular the sons and daughters of
the wvictims of July 20, 1944. Our
whole future depends on this friend-
ship. Placing our trust in German
youth, as in-that of all our other
countries, and mindful of the struggle

OFFICIAL NOTEBOOK

that united us, we must together de-
cide on a common future in peace
and freedom.”

77 % of Public Wants
a Broader Europe
In a public-opinion poll, taken in
the German Federal Republic by the

Institute for Applied Social Science
(Bad Godesberg), 77 percent of those

questioned favoured expansion of the.

European Economic Community. In
particular Greal Britain, Austria and

the Scandinavian countries were men- .

tioned as preferred new partners, more

‘than half of the interrogated persons

singling out these mations. It also
emerged from the poll that most of all
the younger generation of Germans
would like the integration of Europe.

July 21 — German-Polish negotiations in Bonn culminated.

in the signing of a protocol, supplementary to the trade
and sec-transport agreement made in March 1963. The

..negotiations, led by the Ambassador in the Foreign Office,
Oskar Schlitter, and the Ministerial Director in the Polish
Foreign Trade Minlstry, Michel Kajzer, were rnorked by a
spirit of readiness for mutual agreement.

*

July. 22 — During a two-day visit to Berltn the Deputy
President of Dahomey, Justin Ahomudegbe-Toméfln was
received by Burgomaster Albertz and government. offi-
cials. He was especially interested in building develop-
ments in Berlin, visiting the Senator for Housing and
making a tour of the city to view the most recent building
projects. :

July 23 — In a message repILng to Chancellor Erhard’s
Telegrum sent on the French

warm wishes for the. ppJ future of the German people
as well as for the further evelopmeni‘ of Franco-German

2

ational Day, President de-
Gaulle expressed his gratitude and pleasure and his “very

co- operanon for the good of Europe and peace among-

men. *

July 23 — On the occasion of the U.AR.'s National Day,
President Libke sent a telegram of good wishes to Presi-
dent Nusser. .

.July 24 — |t was anncunced that the Governmeni of
-Ruanda has approved the appointment of Hans Steinbach

as Ambassador of '}he Federal Repubhc
*

July 24 — President Liibke received the Ambassador of
Tanganyika and Zanzibar, Daniel Lucas Mfinanga, for the
presentation of his credentials.

. *

July 24 — In o telegram of good wishes to President
Werner of Luxembourg, on the occasion of his re-appoint=
ment to office, Chancellor Erhard expressed the hope for
further fruitful co- -operation between their two countries
and for their jointly effective conmbuhon towards Euro-
pean union.
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iNo Capital Punishment

By GEOBRGE SOUTHWORTH
Harald Shaif Writer

“The war crimes trial at
Frankfurt, Germany, of the
S8 guards from the Au-
schwitz concentration camp
is a joke,” Daniel Neal Hel-
ler, national commander of
the Jewish War Veterans,
said here Satarday.

Heller, a Miami attorney

furt, said half the defendants
at the trial are on bond
and go home to their families
every night.
“Thela hul Geltapo
from

not worrled sbout their tate."
Heller sald, “There Is no cap-
tal punishment in West Ger-
many and i the defendants
prove they were only follow-
ing orders they will mot re-
celvo life sentences.

“The Nazis are in top secu-
rity positions. A defendant
named Zech-Nenntwich was
convicted of killlng 52,000
Jews in Poland. Five days
later 'he was able to escape
through the front door of the
}ll] "

One of thé men that Heller
heard testify was Joseph

, Klehr, a former SS medical
orderly accused of killing
20,000 prisoners at Auschwitz
by making injections into
their heart muscles. Klehr
protested on the witness
stand that he couldn't have
possibly killed more than-500
or 1,000,

Heller sald this wss indica-

just returned from Frank-

Damel ’\'ea! Heller Meets Pope _Paul

Sunday, May 3, 1964 . @

‘Frankfurt Trials a Joke,
Says Jewish Veterans Chief

pruy’rs pr

tive of the attitode of the 21
war erimes defendants “who
are not ashamed and don't
seem to care what happens.”

The commander of the
oldest veterans organization
in America sald he will seek
an appointment with Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson “to
ask him to re-evaluate what
we have done in Germany."
_“In Washington, West Ger-

~ man Ambassador Heinfich |
Kneppstein admitted to me

that there are 500 Nazi scien-
tists_in Egypt working on
rockets and ground-to-ground
missiles,” Heller said.
Egypt's Nasser has said he is
going to destroy Israel.

“If there was a real Ger-
man conscience, these Nazi
scientists would be brought
home. The Hitler ideology of

8 super race still exists in |
Germany

and the Nazi spirit
is still strong.”
Heller also went ‘to’ Italy

and the Vatican for a special '

andlence with Pope Paul V1
to discuss the plight of the
85 million Jews inside Rus-
sls. T

“And |

d for R

“The JWV is wncemad
becaunse of the discrimination
against the Jews in Russia,”
Heller said. “The Soviets
have elosed down 800 syna-
gogues in the last 10 years. ~

“If you are a Jew, that
word is stamped in your pass-
port in' Russia, No Jewish
publications are allowed,
Jews cannot buy cemetery
plots in Moscow. It is illegal
to bake matzohs."

Heller said that when he

| met with the Pope it was the

first time that His Haliness
had publicly expressed con-
cern for the Jews living in
Russla.

"We must pray very hard
for them,” Heller guoted the
Pope as saying In perfect
English, “T will pny for them
personally.”

Photographs: of the special
sudlence were taken by a
Vatlican news photographer
and the JWV commander
sald he was mobbed by Inter-
national newsmen when be
returned to his hotel. |

“The Pope said be appre-
ciated the fact that our or- l
ganization had taken the
leadership in this matter,”
Heller sald, “add it wes &p-
parent that was why he

wanted to make his feelings
Inown through us.”

plaln that “the entire wu'ld
is concerned about Russia’s
treatment of the Jews."

'T have made upphication
through the Russian Prabacsy |
In Washington," Heller suld,
"lnd I am optimistie d.mt-

appointment ' with
Iumuhuhwh thc near N-
mll

=5
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The national commander of
the Jewish War Veterans, a Mi-
amian, returned here yesterday
from a visit with Pope Paul and
said the Pontiff was aware of
the problem of anti-Semitism in
the Soviet Union.

Daniel Neal Heller said the
Pope told him he joined world
. Jewry in sympathizing with the
lpl.ightdm.!mmduld
be would pray for them.

Heller, a local atiorney, was
granted a I5-minute private su-
I The veterans chief also had
planned to meet with Soviet Pre-
mier Nikita Khrushchev but
cancelled his Russian travel ar-
rangements when Soviet offi-
cials said they could not assure
him a meeting with. the Com-
munjst head.

BYNAGOGUES CLOSED

After being named npational
commander of the group last
year, Heller deckded to direct
his efforts foward easing the
plight of Russian Jews,

1 “When I learned about the 800 -

me that [ would be meeting with
the highest government officials
who have ever discussed this
matter with an cutsider,” Heller
said,

“But T said that wasn't good

Jewish Vet, Pope
Reach Accord

nation’s president and mnlna.ry
chief of staff.

While in Europe, they sat in
on the German military war

. crimes trials in Frankfurt.

enough ~— Khrushchey or 1
don't go.”

Russians repeated their offer
which Heller rejected.

EXPRESSED CONCERN

Although no official statement |
was lssued by the Vatican, !
Heller said the Pope express- |
ed his concern for the problem |
and urged Catholics to pray |
for those oppressed.

Alwgulhlﬂpwitlkehzr_‘
was Abraham Kraditor, a past
national commander of the
group. !
Heller's party also visited
rael where they met with

Is-
the

synagogues being closed in Rus- .

sla during the last 10 years and
the things being done to discour-
age religlon, T felt some action
was needed.

"In the Soviet Union every cit-
izen is required to carry.an in-
ternal passport — but a Jew is
the only one whose religion is
marked in it."

NO GUARANTEE

With the approval of the State’

Department, !lelhzrl:epnmk
?ﬁnmmmwmmn
to see Khrushchev.

At-fhe same tizhe he staried
working to arrange an audlence '

with the Pope.

" An invitation frofn the Vaticen

arrived but the Soviet Embassy
tald Heller it could mot guaran-
tee @ meeting with Khrushchev.

“They seid they could sssure
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CHURCHMEN OBSERVE ANNIVERSARY
OF ABORTIVE ANTI-HITLER PLOT

By Religious News Service (7-21-64)

BERLIN (RNS) -~ West German Protestant and Roman Catholic church-’
men and government officials led memorial ceremonies in major cities
of the country marking the 20th anniversary of the abortive plot
against Hitler and his regime on July 20, 1944,

The observances, as in former years, emphasized the dual role of
religion in the conspiracy to end Hitlerism by force and to found a
new Germany based on Christian faith,

One role was the actual participation of Protestant and Catholic
churchmen in the plot, and the other was the power of Christian
conscience which motivated top military and civilian leaders to attempt
the revolt,

In Protestant and Catholic sermons, those who gave their lives in
the revolt were lauded as martyrs. The sermons stressed that the
resistance fighters sacrificed their lives in defense of their faith
and conscience and for the freedom of their homeland and its people,

_ Principal religious services included a Pontifical Requiem Mass
celebrated by Julius Cardinal Doepfner, Archbishop of Munich, in the
Queen of Martyrs church here, recently erected in memory of victims
of Hitler s regime, .

The Mass was attended by many prominent religious and civic
dignitaries, including West German President Heinrich Luebke, and by
members of families of Nazi victims,

Meanwhile, Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover conducted and
preached at a service in West Berlin's Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial church,
also attended by clergy and lay leaders.

Participating in this service were Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin,
former chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany
(EKID), and Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, a member of the EKID Synod and
president of the West German Parliament,

Bishop Lilje was sentenced to eight years in a concentration camp
because of his resistance to Nazism and was found in chains when
liberated by the Allies,

Bishop Dibelius helped to protect some conspirators seeking to
escape after the plot to kill Hitler failed, At the time he was taken
to a hospital in Berlin for medical treatment and was kept there after
his recovery to protect his life,

Dr. Gerstenmaier, a2 Lutheran minister who had actively joined in
the plot, was captured in the headquarters of the German High Command
on the same day of the attempted assassination and was condemned to
death. The sentence, however, was later commuted to seven years'
imprisonment, and he was liberated from a Bavarian prison by American
troops in 1945,

In his sermon Cardinal Doepfner told the congregation, '"The
martyrs for the other Germany died that we might live for that other
Germany,"

(more)

PAGE -7~
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Bishop Lilje, who also stressed the spirit of sacrifice, said
that the plotters against Hitler acted because they believed that '"the
chain of inhumanity and guilt'" of the Nazi regime "could be broken
only if someone had the courage to take new guilt upon himself.,"

Another memorial observance was a Catholic ycuth rally at the
Berlin Ploetzensee prison, where participants in the plot, including
several priests, were executed,

Chancellor Ludwig Erhard, former Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and
other West German government officials placed wreaths at memorials
erected in honor of the comnspirators,

Anotheor service was held in the court of the German High Command
headquarters in East Prussia on the spot where Count Claus Stauffenburg
was shot a few hours after his attempt to kill Hitler failed.

The count, an Army officer, placed a bomb under Hitler's -table.
The Fuehrer escaped with minor injuries, having moved away at the
moment the bomb exploded.
=O%

WHITE CLERGYMEN DEMONSTRATE
AGAINST OUSTER OF BISHOP

By Religious News Service (7-21-64)"

SALISBURY, So. Rhodesia (RNS) -~ More than 50 white clergymen of
various denominations staged a demonstration here to protest a deporta-
tion order served on American Methodist Bishop Palph E. Dodge of
Salisbury.

The ministers marched to the office of Southern Rhodesia's prime
minister where they gave government officials a letter asking that
the order be revoked.

It stressed that the ouster of Bishop Dodge '"would create a wide
gulf between the government and world Christian opinion."

The protest also applied to the deportation of Robert E. Hughes,
an American Methodist lay missionary, wko was included in the govern-
ment's order.

Observers here said the demonstration was believed to be the
first time in Southern Rhodesia that white ministers marched against
a government action,

The deportation order, dated July 9, gave Bishop Dodge and Mr.
Huges 14 days in which to leave the country. Bishop Dodge Las asked
for a 40-day stay to take care of church business before leaving, but
no reply has been received from the governmeat.

If he leaves the country, the bishop is expected to go to Northern
Rhodesia, at least temporarily. He is in charge of lietnodist work in the
Rhodesias, South Africa and the Portuguese territories of Angola and
Mozambique,

Southern Rhodesia gave no official reason for the ouster, except
to label Bishop Dodge and Mr, Hughes as "undesirable immigrants,"
Both have been outspoken in criticizing racial discrimination in the
country.

'
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Bishop Put End
- ToNazi Euthanasio

E Mainz, Germany — A prom-

o

Meissen and director of Ger-
inent. German Jesuila theologian|man Catholic Charities.
in a television broadcast flatly| oo Hirschmann in his TV
denied testimony by an alleged| i,y caig that Bishop Wienken’s
war criminal that a Catholic -
Archbishop had told the Nazis|S 2nd Was the opposite of what
P Hefelmann had stated. He re.
that the Church would tolerate vealed what he called 2 hither-
so-called “mercy-killing™ under| o'y ppuplished letter from Bish-
certam:eireums : op Wienken in which Bishop
Father Johannes Hirschmann,| Wienken told the government
S.J., contradicted assertions|he had been authorized by the
made by Hans Hefelmann, a|German Bishops’ Conference to
= former Hitler aide on trial in|state that if the euthanasia pro-
- Limburg, that the late Arch-|gram were Tot 50, int

- -

. bishop Heinrich Wienken had|pastoral letter condemning it|
: “told fhe Nazi regime that the|would be read from each of the| .

Church would tolerate its eu-

J €u-117,000 Catholic E“EFRS in Ger- :
¢ thanasia program if it were lim-|many, Austria 0-Slo-

o ited strietly to killing mentally|y
sons. The prelate, who was 2

titular Archbishop when he died
in 1961, served during the war
years as Coadjutor Bishop of

Nazis then proposed to provide
what they called safeguards.
But ke said Bishop Wienken
was adamant, and because of
his insistence the program was
ended. . :

The theologian said that if the
German Bishops had had auth-
entic documents concerning the
Nazi slaughter of the Jews, as
they had about the euthanasia

A ——— T

Catholic Telegraph (Cinc., Oh10{program, they would have tak-

{len just as strong a stand in
defense of the Jews. He said

June 12 ’ 196“:._—-’

genocide against the Jews was
organized with greater hatred

-
_—

- ' had spoken out against the holo-
x {{caust of the Jews. (NC)

and physically handicapped per-—7y .. Hircehmann said the|

J\

however that the Nazi war of|

and precision than that against| :
i|the handicapped, . so that it is| .
impossible . to know the regime| :
would have acted if the Bishops| :

R




TRANSCRIPT OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CONFZRENCE ON THE
DESTRUCTION OF EUROPEAN JEWRY, 28th Nissen, 57,

by Seymour Siegel

It is with dehilu u-rechimu that I begin to speak. The
subject is too vast,; the problems too agonizing for words--lecha
dumiah tehila, But speak we must. Otherwlse we would not be
forced to clarify our thoughts, and clarification of thinking is
also part of divine worship.

The events we discuss this morning are among the most momen-
tous events in Jewish history--perhaps in allihistory. They
involve horrors that defy description and had called‘forth
heroism which seems to go beyond human limitations.

To me, one of the most horrible paragraphs in ell literature
is the flrst sentence of a first-person account of the last days
of the Warsaw Ghetto: '

The ghetto was burning--for days.and nights it

flamed, and the fire consumed house after house,

entire streets. Nearby on the other side of the

wall, citiizens of the capital strolled, played

and enjoyad themselves.

It is a damning criticism of our times that the events we
commemorate here have not resulted in a fadical revision of our
thinking on the crucial problems of existence--both individual
and Jewish--and that books on Judaism published in the 50's and
the 60's are not much different than those written in the 30's
and L4O's.

2 The Last Days of the Warsaw Ghetto, Ziviah Lubetkin, Commentary
May, 1947, Vol. III, No. 5, p. LO1.
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The task I have been assigned is to point to some theological
consequences which emerge from the contemplation of the tragedy
we commemorate today. I cannot offer solutions to the agonizing
question of how could God allow children to be cast into the gas
ovens. To attempt to do so would be both presumptuous and
foolish, I cannot--nor can any human being--offer an illustrated
gulde map of the mind of God.

I will, however, attempt to offer some reflections and
suggestions as to the directions in which our thinking should
move in the light of the European tragedy.

I should like to touch on five areas:

1. our conceptions concerning the nature of man.

2. our conceptions conderning the nature of Divine
- Providence.

3. our conceptions concerning the nature of faith.

4. our conceptions concerning the nature of Jewish
existence.

5. our conceptions concerning our duties as men of
S our age.

On the Nature of Man

When we consider what has happened and how it happened and
the reactions of the vast majority of those who were responsible

for what has happened--one echoes the words of one of the

iNl "; 5

survivors:

(It was shameful to be alive)? ‘

2Es iz gevehn a harpeh tsu leben, quoted in Kiddish Hashem
(ed, S. Niger) Cyco Bicher-Farlag, 1948, p. 27.
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We should put to rest, once and for all, allutopian views of
men--all views which see human nature as perfectable; as
basically rational. We should recognize the immense strength
of the demonic forces which reside within the human breaste-
demonlc forces whlch are not the result of bad education or
poverty--but result from the perversity of human nature which
caused even God to regret the fact that he had created us. The
evil inherent In human nature is not the result of the jungle
which evolution will eventually conguer. It is not the result
of a lack of evolution--but rather its very ferocity is due to
our enormous development, Our infinite imaginations, our awe-
some power, our need for security make literally almost anything
possible.

We cannot, of course, yield to a corrosive pessimism. This
would make existence too much to bear, Man seesaws 1in history
between animality and divinity "Like a pendulum, he swings to
and fro," Man is potentially the most wicked of all beings.
This is because spirit and animality are so curiously intertwined
In our natures. Animals eat. Only men are gluttons. Animals
have sex. Only men are lustful. Animals kill each other. Only
men construct Dachau's. Man is also potentially the most exalted
of all beings-- for to him is given the gift of freedom and the
aweéome responsibility for completing the work of creation--
to guard the destiny of God in the world. To recognize both
the misery and the grandeur of human i-:ture is a task we must

undertake .,



[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



b

In a world which has experienced Auschwitz, we must breach
utopianism once and for all. We must abandon the dream that all
problems are theoretically solvable and that we can perfect
society through our own efforts.

The Torah is the antidote to the yetser hara. But, alas,

all too frequently the poison is stronger than the remedy. we

are bidden to improve donditions--to fight for justlice, for truth,
for decency. But let us not underestimate our enemy, which
possesses the power of the demonic and which has infiltrated

every level of existence--including the Holy itself. 3
- T

(x i Dtaasiesi e id s S hine e
b i rierp analal A I W R /'5

’ GRRRLY.
We cannot solve the problem of evil completely. ut we are not
exempt from dealing with evils. "At the end of days evil will
be conguered by the one. In historic times, evils must be

3

conquered one by one." Great cities, millions of people, ideas,
Institutions, governments, dreams, and plans all lay in ruins at

the end of the war, Utopian man died then, too.

Providence

One question keeps resounding over and over again. How
could God allow all of this to happen? I, of course, cannot offer

an answer.

Heschel, God in Search of Man, p. 377
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David Hume expressed the dilemma:

If he is willing to prevent evil, but is not able,
then he is impotent.

If he is able, but not willing,
then he is malevolent.

If he is both able and willing, why then evil?l

The ancient problem of evil arises because three assertions are
held to be true.

1. evil is real
2. God is good and
3. God is omnipotent

Historically, solutions of the problem have tended to deny
one of these propositions. Evil is not real (Oriental mysticism);
God is not necessarily good (Islam) or that He is not allpowerful
(The limited God tieory of Brightman,etc.)
These solutions deny the heart of religion.

There have been other suggestions, as well. It has been
asserted that suffering chastens, that it enobles, that it tests
the verson's character, It has been point out that tsohar

(brilliznce) and tsara have the same letters; that leid leads to

mitleid.

Inflict thy promises with each occasion of
distress -- that from our incoherence we
may learn to put our trust in thee and
brutal fact persuade us to adventure, art,
and peace, (W. H. Auden)

All of these assertions which have been part of the litera-
ture of religion, may make suffering palatable, but not under-
standeble, And certainly they have little relevance when we

speak of suffering in the dimension of the European holacost.

- w e e ke

1 HUME, Tislogues Concerning National Religlon, gquoted from
C.W, Hendel, Hume Selections (New York, Seribners 1927)
p. 365
W_ H. ATTDEN
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What can we say? Perhaps nothing. But let me suzgest some
lines of consideration or meditation rather than explanation.

It is a major premise of our faith that God is all-powerful.
Otherwise He would not be God., However, in the.Jewish view, God
may be understood to be limited--not by other divinities, but by
Himself. He is limited because He has given man freedom to choose
and He has given freedom to nature to operate according to
natural law.

The price for granting this freedom is the possibility of .

suffering--a suffering which God Himself endures.
I‘; Ce D038 galad pnlie K0 -
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If every time a man tried to stab his llow, the knife
would become blunt, if every time he put his hand into the pocket
of his neighbor he could not withdraw it, then the sheer
impossibility of committing evil would propel men in the direction
of the good, and there would be little or no merit in doing it,
Without the power to produca its sinners, mankind could not
produce its saints, The ability to sin is man's greatest
distinction. God is omnipotent. But he has given us the power
to create history, and we cannot comamit the folly of shifting
the responsibility for our debacles to God. Providence is the
potential power to control events; the power to shape evil events
into good consequences.

YA = ,‘9 e
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The evil remains evil--terribly evil. But the power of God working.
through men and through the contingencies of nature and history

push events into good ends.
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In understanding the events of our time we would do well to

reconsider the ancient concept of hastarat panim. Man first

hides from God. He disobeys Him. The will of God is to be with
us: to be manifest, "But the doors of the world are slammed on

1
Him, His truth is betrayed. He withdraws, leaving man to Himself.

Can this be a partial explanation for our tragedy?

But, as has been pointed out, in our tradition, God is a
hiding God, not a hidden God.2 He makes darkmess His hiding
place. Hiétory is now a mystery. We know only hints 2nd guesses
now, In the end, we will know the meaning of our anguish and our
suffering. N ‘”{ /,, f,,/f f) “ ;--,.,...“;.__'__".}

Gyl PP (.77
B &1 L hiae
History yields only partial meanings. But when there is hastarat

panim, we can pray with the Psalmist: ol )
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These notions do not pretend to be an answer. The mystery
remnains, the questions remain on our lips and in our hearts. But
perhaps we can begin to understand.
THE NATURE OF FAITH
Much has been written about the nature of Faith. : Fgith
is not the acceptance of intellectual propositions alone. Faith

is trust in the one to Whom we are related. It involves a
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relationship which persists even though we cannot fully comprehend
the ways of One to Whom we have faith. If we lack understanding,
we have the certainty of relation, of concern for us. Though we
cannot explain God, we can speak to Him. We can still ask
ourselves to love the Lord with all our hearts, even though we
live in an age of Auchwitz., This is the meaning of emuna. Two
quotations frem contemporary writers ekplain,this eloquently:

"In this our own time, one asks again and again: how is a
Jewish life still possible after Oswiecim? I would like to frame
this question more correctly: how is a life with God still
possible in a time in which there is an Oswiecim? The estrangemen;
has become too cruel, the hiddenness too deep. One can still
"believe" In the God who allowed those things to happen, but can
one still speak to Him? Can one still hear His word? Can one
still, as an individual and as a people, enter at all into a
dialogic relationship with Him? Can one still call to Him?

Dare we recommend to the survivors of Oswieclim, the Job of the
gas chambers: "Call to Him, for He is kind, for His mercy
endurest forever"?

But how about Job himself? He not only laments, but he
charges that the "cruel" God has "removed his right" from him
and thus that the judge of all the.earth acts against justice,

And he recelves an answer from God. But what God says to him
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does not answer the charge; it does not even touch upon it. The
true enswer that Job receives is God's appearance only, only this
that distance turns into neamess, that "his eye sees Hiﬁ," that
he knows Him again., Nothing is explained, nothing adjusted;
wrong has not become right, nor crumelty kindness. Nothing has
happened but that man again hears God's address.

The mystery has remained unsolved, but it has become his,
it has become man's.

And we?

We--by that is meant all those who have not got over what
happened and will not get over it, How is with us? Do we stand
overcome before the hidden face of God as the tragic hero of the
Greeks before faceless fate? No, rather even now we contend, we
too, with God, even with Him, the Lord of Being, Whom we once,
we here, chose for our Lord, We do not put up with earthly being,
we struggle for its redemption, and struggling we appeal to the
help of our Lord, Who is agaln and still a hiding one, In such a
state we await His voice, whether it come out of the storm or out
of a stillness which follows it., Though His coming appearance
resemble no earlier one, we shall recognize again our cruel and

merciful Lord."5

5BUBER MARTIN At the Turning , Farrar Straus and Young Inc. 1952

pp. 61 and 62,
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(From J. L. Magnes)

"I have said that I do not know what the meaning is of this
desert of thick darkmess that shuts us in. But by means of this
religious anproach I find myself facing in the positive direction,
and not the reverse., It is as though two men were together
standing on a narrow, obscure path. This path is the pessimism
common to both., Then the one turns with all his might in the
direction of No, and there he remains standing, while the other
turns with all his might in the direction of Yes, ==~ yes, there
is a meaning to all this.

Thus turned, this man cannot stand still. He has started on
a long and weary road. He wants with all his will to be among
those who seek the Face and pursue righteocusness. But from that
man God hides His Face. An opaque screen holds him asunder from
the living God. T[or all his trying to come nearer and to touch
the outer fringe, he cannot, It will not be given him to appear
before the presence, to hear the voice, or to understand the
meaning of these massacrings, this wanton butchery. Yet, he can
do no other than to persist in his quest to the last, to keep on
inguiring, struggling, challenging. He will not be granted
tranquillity of soul. But if it be given him to renew the forces
of his being day by day and constantly to be among the seekers,
the rebellious--that is the crown of his life and the height of his
desire.

It 1s said of Rabbi Iszac Levi of Berdichev that he spoke thus:

"I do not ask, Lord of the world, to reveal to me
the secrets of Thy ways--I could not comprehend them.

I do not ask to know why I suffer, but only this: Do
I suffer for Thy sake?"
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(Magnes cont'd.)
For us, too, it would be enough to a sk, not what is the

meaning of thils angulsh, but that it have a meaning; and that our
need of asking be so sincere that it becomes a prayer.
Teach us only this: Does man suffer for Thy sake, O Lora?" ®
It is only with this faith that we who have witnessed so
much death can live,

On the Nature of Jewish Existence

e must bring our minds and our hearts to again contemplate
what it means to be a Jew. We are chellenged, threatened,
persecuted. "It 1s either tragic or holy to be a Jew." The very
fury of the events which we speak of this day, tha.very irration-
ality of it, betrays to us that there is something mysterious, some-
thing uvnique gbout Jewish existence. Being a Jew is not merely a
natural phenomenom. In a curious, uncanny, and tragic way, anti-
semitism is the other side of the coin of chosen-ness. The
violent enmity against the Jew of totalitarians of all stripes,
shows that the Jew by his very being is an affront to those who
would enslave man and claim sovereignity over the whole person.
This is the tragic yet awesome quality of Jewishness. The

natural inclination is to sacrifice chosen-ness:
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8 MAGNES, J.L. In The Perplexity of The Times, The Hebrew

University, Jerusalem - 1946 pp 77 and 78.
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Merciful God

Choose another people
We are exhausteg oF dying
We have no prayers left
Checose another people

G
- .. "-
T e

y
!

We have no blood left

To be a sacrifice

Merciful God

Give us coarse clothes

of shepherds of sheep

of smiths by the hammer

And do us one more kindness
Take away your Presence from us.

However, in the light of all that has happened, can we give
up the essence of our. Jewishness? To be a Jew is a high destiny,
to witness to the Almighty. This witness all too often arouses

fury and hatred. We dare not give up our destiny.

Our Responsibilities

One final thougcht comes to mind. We cannot explain how all
that heppened was possible. But we can understand what we must do,
because it has happened. We can redeédicate ourselves to the
belief that without Torah, we will be overwhelmed by the evil
which is part of our natures., We must realize that every hour
we fight on a spiritual battlefield where millions have already
perished. We must commit ourselves to the fight for human better-

ment with realism, dedication and devotion,

Kadya Maladovska, Der Melech David Iz Alein Gebliben pp 3-9
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We cannot forget--neither those that perished--nor that
being a Jew is a high destiny, that the values of Judaism are
precious and not to be lightly sacrificed for the sake of
embracing western culture, which--let us repeat it daily--created
Auschwitz, Let us not forsake the moral and intellectual values
created within Jewish 1life. The West with all its great
institutions has proven to be a tragic failure. And if nothing
else, it 1s incumbent upon each one of us, those who have
survived, to take the place of those who have perished. We must
teach it diligently to our children when we sit down and we go
in the way and put it on the doorposts of our houses--this is a
people which beers the awesome badge of suffering--a suffefing
brought about not by natural catastrophe, by accidents of nature--
but through the demonic forces which so often tak; possession of
man, '

But more than that each one has to live two lives--our own
and in proxy, one which has been destroyed.

Who can fathom God's ways. His thoughts are not our thoughts
But we must believe that in some way the suffering of our people
has brought the redemption of mankind closer. I thought, at first
that this last sentence would be callous and presumptuous, But
then I read a collection of pwems, statements, stories and songs
composed by the victims of the gsho'a themselves. I should like

to close with reading a page from that book,.
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Thousands of people, living, healthy, life-loving go to the

slaughter--marching with shuffling feet, apathetic, indifferent.
The shadow of death hover already over all of us. Near mne there
stands out a figure of a tall, old, Jew with a patriarchal, grey
beard...He carries his talis and tephillin under his arm. Nothing
more,,.Thus we were in tribulation and despair. Suddenly, the old
Jew with the talis and tephillin jumps up and says with a strong
and coniident voice. Jews, do not be troubled! Do not be melan-
choly! Why do you sit thus! Hot in sadness, God forbid., If I
would only have something to drink, I would propose a lechayim.
Lechayim, Jews, Lechayim. Do you not see how we are going to

greet the Messiah? { |’

1
Kiddush Hashem, op.cit., pp.27-28



[end]
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The Church and the Nazs

A new book keeps the discussion alive

In 1933, when I was fifteen years old,
I was sent to study for a year at a
boarding school in Bavaria. Hitler
had been in power several months
when I asked a fellow student, the son
of an Austrian nobleman, how the
Catholic Church stood on the question
of National Socialism. “She is neither
for nor against it,” he replied simply
— and as it turned out, quite inaccu-
rately. A little while later I put the
same question to a priest of the near-
by parish of Neubeuern am Inn, He
placed a finger over his lips and
whispered, “Caution!” A few weeks
later the same priest lectured the Cath-
olic boys in the school, during a reli-
gious instruction class, on the evils of
communism; he showed slides and
kept up a running commentary. “See
the Mongolian traits in this photo-
graph of Lenin,” he said at one point.
“Lenin was a dreadful man!” In those
days I was too naive to ask whether
the same dread attached to the Arch-
bishops of Tokyo, Peking and Sai-
gon because of their Oriental fea-
tures, but I remember being puzzled
by the racist implications of the
priest’s “argument” against commu-
nism, .

I remembered these incidents while
reading Guenter Lewy’s The Catholic
Church and Nazi Germany (McGraw-
Hill, $7.50). This is a documented
account of “how the Church stood on
National Socialism” and it is dismal
reading. Lewy traces the appallingly
enthusiastic collaboration with Hit-
ler’s government of most of the Ger-
man bishops, most of the time; the
sources for much of his material were
the archives of several, though not all,
Catholic dioceses in Germany. In his
preface Lewy mentions parentheti-
cally that “officials in the dioceses of
Bamberg, Cologne, Freiburg/Breis-
gau, Rottenburg and Speyer, for rea-
sons best known to themselves,
declined to cooperate.” It seems doubt-
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ful that these closed files could con-
tain evidence any more damaging than
what Lewy found in the archives to
which he was courteously given ac-
cess. (It is tempting, though, to spec-
ulate whether the records concealed
in the Vatican archives, still secret,
would support or mitigate Lewy’s
charges. The persistent refusal to open
them, even in the face of the wholesale
charges of “The Deputy,” does not
inspire any confidence that the ar-
chives would refute Lewy's' thesis.
However unscientific, it leads one to
suspect that the Church’s hidden ree-
ords would not restore her reputation
but probably damage it further. It
may be then that Vatican officials

have refused to open the archives be- .

cause the truth might scandalize the
simple.) In any case, the author’s
scholarship has illuminated a particu-
larly unhappy failure of moral lead-
ership in our time.

Mr. Lewy, a Jew, fled Germany for
Palestine in 1939, at the age of fifteen,
and subsequently settled in the United
States. He is understandably indignant
that the Nazi thugs who murdered his

. people and brought so much destruc-

tion to the Western world should have
received so much help from the offi-
cial Catholic Church. I doubt if any
honest Catholic researcher, willing to
persevere for three years in what must
have been an unusually distasteful
task and faced with the same material,
could draw any different conclusion.
But this is not a harangue. Lewy is
fair and as generous as he can be,
given the facts at his disposal. He gives
due credit to those Catholic heroes
who publicly defied the Nazis: Father
Muckermann, the Jesuits Alfred Delp
and Rupert Mayer, Provost Lichten-
berg, Cardinal von Preysing; he ac-
knowledges, oo, the deaths of three
thousand priests in concentration
camps, though he points out that many
of them were apt to have been arrested

for such minor offenses as listening to
foreign broadcasts. Lewy states that
there is no evidence to support the
claim that there was an organized,
full scale Catholic resistance to Nazi
tyranny: individuals who took this
stand were exceptions to the general
attitude and behavior of Catholics
(laity, priests and bishops). The dis-
senters from the prevailing acquies-
ence had formed their consciences in
opposition to pastoral letters, joint
statements of the bishops’ conferences,
and the line followed by the diocesan
press. And they received no official
support when arrested. I found two
of Lewy’s discoveries especially un-
nerving: a Rhineland bishop who be-
came a contributing member of the
SS in 1933 and remained so until
expelled, against his will, by the SS
in 1938; the persistent attempt by
Church authorities in the twenties
and thirties to discredit a nineteenth

_ century anticlerical writer, Otto von

Corvin, whose book Der Pfaffenspiegel
was being used by the Nazis in their
Church-baiting propaganda; one of
the arguments against von Corvin
used by bishops and others was that
“according to latest research he [von
Corvin] was not of Aryan descent.”
The disagreeable experience of read-
ing this book forms a picture in the
mind that Hitler completely disre-
garded the priestliness of the German
bishops and priests and considered
them, for all practical purposes, prop-
agandists whom he could tease and
frighten into working for him when
he wanted. Lewy’s work seems to bear

- out the notion that Hitler’s psycholog-

ical estimate of German Catholicism
was in the main correct, ard that the
magnificent exceptions did not have
enough influence to upset his calcula-
tions. For example, Lewy points to
the political use the Nazis made of the
Church apparatus in campaigning to
make the Saar plebiscite vote for unity
with Germany rather than France.
Lewy cites pronouncements by the
chanceries of Trier and Speyer di-
oceses to the effect that according to
Catholic Church teaching Saarlanders
had a moral duty to vote for their tra-
ditional fatherland, Germany; the ar-
guments of the anti-Nazi press of the
Catholic German Language League
were eventually swept aside. The poli-
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the jaws of gadgets, of aluminum,

glass, atomic-powered complexities of

machines that transformed deserts in-
to gardens, the seas into oil fields,
jungles into factories. No silence
anywhere, no joy, no serenity, just
the shape'of man and his gadgets, in-
vading, cutting down, transforming
nature into a totem of hydraulics,
gears and shiny metal boxes and
tubes. In the Ford city of tomorrow
there were no buildings, just streaks
of light, the noise of electric im-
pulses, and the kind of atmosphere
I expect to find when all T hate in
science fiction comes true. In the
midst of the General Motors city (a
vampire city that would suck the
blood out of any normal man) a
Gothic cathedral rose up, spires and
all; around it was aluminum, glass,
elevated streets and no sun, sky, hill
or grass. (What was supposed to be
grass couldn’t possibly survive in
that oxide air.) As for the flesh, the
spirit, they lay screaming on the
adge of a filty-storey garage.
Gadgets _were: king, Everywhere
the gimmick, the trick, the curiosity:
press this and hear an Irish lyric;
press that and find out what the Sal-
vation Army is doing in Vermont;
press something else and find out
how to be popular, Watch a movie
about God, about what goes on in
water molecules (I think that’s what
went on in the Danish Pavilion].
Ride through time backwards, for-
ward; see a simian caveman carving
out a wheel; observe dinosaurs
munching grass; put a penny in. a
slot and get a picture of an angel.
Trade corrupts everything but
nowhere more violently than at the
Vatican Pavilion where a material-
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istic malaise has transformed the
Pietd into a garish, soapy trinket ad-
ministered to the spirit like an eme-
tic. Surrounded by a setting of
twinkling blue lights, it lurks behind
a glass screen in a crush of sacred
music, while the “folk” gawk, on a
moving platform, at that minor,
though lovely, statue, not knowmg
whether to cry, pray, laugh, fall in-
to'a fit or sigh with despair. A mi-
nor piece of sculpture has been raised
to a relic, a holy thing, a fetish, but

it has been raised to that anti-art in

~ a vulgar, tasteless jumble of religious

horrors. The whole Pavilion is saved
from absolute disaster only by the

craft and imagination of Norman

Laliberte, who has brought taste,
joy, and style to the mystery of the
Church which otherwise suffers again
the assault of the bourgeois fist that
covers everythmg it touches with
dust, ashes and blasphemy. If the

second Vatican Council has ever been

rebuked, it is rebuked here, Tuth-
lessly and shamelessly. -

One would expect that a world’s
fair be: a monument to art, to the
spirit. There is a certain crude'won-
der about this one (scientific,
mechanical, sheer physical achieve-
ment), but surely we do not have to
stand for all that trash, all that

‘noise, all that salestalk. The World’s

Fair is a huckster’s paradise; every-
thing is for sale. One feels that the
Pieta is selling the Church; that the
cities of the future are selling Chev-
rolets; that the high school band
sawing away in sublime dissonance
in the New York State Pavilion is

selling New York State, The Acropolis

in the Greek Pavilion was a setting for
some propaganda about Greek work-

ers, and for all its Scandinavian pan-
ache the Swedish Pavilion seemed as
enthusiastic about a mouthwash as it
was for its folk art. There must be a
limit to the arrogance of industry, of
commerce, of international big busi- -
ness. ) :

But it was the waste that really de-
pressed me. At one point I felt like
diving into -the Thailand pool, in
spite of the dirt, to scoop up the
pennies the tourists had thrown
there. For I know of some children in
the Bowery.who were promised four
years ago that a park would "be
created out of four blocks of land
given them by the City of New York.
Nothing was ever done to clear away
the filth, the’ mud, the broken glass
and- cigarette’ butts; they remain a
scandal in the face of their suffering.
The children wrote to the Mayor re-
minding him that the World’s Fair
had been built in two years but in
four ‘years not one minute of work
had gone into their playground. They
never received an answer.

.The World’s Fair is mindless,
dumb. It is a junk pile, another
ghetto where the world can fool it-
self into believing that it is magni.
ficient, that it s the salvation of the
spirit. Man, who made it, who be-
lieved in ‘it, has built a monument to
man’s banality, to his greed, to his
shattered spirit. Item: at the Holly-
wood Pavilion they spelled Museum,
Musium; and on a sign listing the
countries in an international arcade
they spelled. Colombia  (South
America) Columbia. It was a kind of
stupidity, that Fair: a Miss Fyre, I
mean a mysfyre; I mean yawn, ho
hum. — NED O’GorMAN
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ticking of the Saar bishops is just one
example of sophistry practiced by
many German prelates and publicists,
some of whom went so far as to draw
parallels between Nazi ideology and
Catholic teaching. Inevitably, inci-
dents such as these build up a monu-
mental distrust of the way any
German’s mind works. One can only
try to remember that Germany also
produced Bach, Schiller, Diirer and
that even in Nazi Germany there were
men like Adenauer (he is not men-
tioned in Lewy’s book) and priests
like Father Muckermann, who man-
aged to keep their sense of good and
evil among all the lies and confusion.

Lewy is not at all sure public -

protests by Puis XII would have
done more good than harm; he is,
however, one of the many who be-
lieve that a Vatican statement at least
would have authenticated the truth of
the atrocities, which many Jews dis-
believed until they were being herded
into the gas chambers, His quotations
from the Pope’s talks with Myron
Taylor’s assistant, Harold Tittmann,
are available for verification in any
library that carries the U.S. Govern-
ment publication, “Foreign Rela-
tions of the United States.” When
Tittmann vainly sought a Papal decla-
ration on the Nazi shooting of hos-
tages and Jewish massacres, he was
told a protest “would jeopardize the
situation of the German Catholics,”
and that Jewish massacres were “difh-
cult to verify.” One cannot help feel-
ing that, if nothing else, the Pope’s lan-
guage was inadequate to the situation.
Lewy makes an error of interpreta-
tion, however, when he maintains
that Pius XII's failure to put Mein
Kempf on the Index or excommuni-
cate Hitler, Goebbels and Himmler
left the impression that they re-
mained Catholics in good standing:
“the Fiihrer until the end of his reign
was allowed to remain a member of the
Church, i.e. he was not excommuni-
cated.” Most Catholics will realize
that Hitler and these other gentlemen,
who were listed as Catholics in the
German Who’s Who during the Hitler
era, had long since excommunicated
themselves. But the non-Catholic world
could hardly be expected to know the
details of Catholic discipline. As far
as they knew— or cared — Hitler re.
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mained in good standing with the
Catholic Church, because no official
publicly repudiated him.

No doubt there was a lot in the cul-
tural and intellectual baggage of Ger-
man Catholicism at the time of the
Hitler period that made it wholly in-
adequate to cope with Nazism. (I
once asked a well-educated priest
who knew Germany well, how it could
be that seminary training in philos-
ophy did not give the German clergy
suitable moral and mental equipment
to see National Socialism for what it
was and to reject it. He answered that
what the German seminarians were
taught was, if anything, designed to
make them eager followers of the
“Brown Doctrine.”) Certainly the offi-
cial Church’s moral guidance to Ger-
man Catholics in this period was any-
thing but “unchanging” or “infalli-
ble.” It changed from an initial correct
posture of anathema to exhortations
to the faithful to support the war ef-
fort, to be loyal and patriotic, and to
obey their Fiihrer; the crimes Catho-
lics committed in the name of this
obedience are appalling to to contem-
plate. On the other hand, the moral
climate of post-Versailles Germany
was so bad that it is not surprising that
people at first saw a distinct improve-
ment in Hitler’s program and prom-
ises, however much else there was
about them they did not stomach will-
ingly. Winston Churchill was for a
time deceived by Hitler, as one may
discover by reading his Great Contem-
poraries and Lewy cites pro-Hitler
statements by respected German Cath-
olic intellectuzls like Karl Adam and
Dr. Erich Klausener. In this sense
Hitler seems to have fulfilled one of
the specifications of an Anti-Christ in
that he deceived even the elect. Bear-
ing all this in mind, we might also
consider the point made by Albrecht
von Kessel, a diplomat who was a
member of Ambassador von Weiz-
sicker’s staff at the German embassy
in the Vatican during the Nazi occu-
pation of Rome. Writing about “The
Deputy” (in which he is mentioned by
name) in the controversy published
by the Hamburg newspaper, Die Welt,
and published in English in the June,
1963, issue of Atlas. Von Kessel said:

“Anyone who has persevered —
never mind why —in a diplomatic
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career under a totalitarian and crimi-
nal regime, knows what different levels
of credibility can mean. Written docu-
ments [of such a time] should be
judged from the purely pragmatic
point of view. Their purpose is often
the exact opposite of that which the
naive reader assumes. Take, for in-
stance, the lance corporal who served
in the unit of one of my friends. This
man talked himself practically onto
the gallows, but was rescued by a false
affidavit from my friend who swore
that the lance corporal, in spite of all
evidence to the contrary, had always
been a fanatical follower of the Fiihrer.
Two years later, on the basis of this
false affidavit, the Americans locked
up my friend as an influential Nazi.
Documents from the days of the terror
frequently consist, to put it bluntly, of
nothing but lies. One must search for
the motives which with a document

was written rather than try to draw -

conclusions from the document itself.”

1 would like to think that the anti-
Semitic, nationalistic, bellicose, mor-
ally insensitive Church that emerges
from Lewy’s study has nothing to do
with me or the Church I love. Still, had
I been a German bishop in the Nazi

period, reared on the Kaiser’s poli- 5

tics and on the moral theology of
Hieronymus Noldin (who called sex-
ual intercourse “res in se foeda” —a
thing fetid in itself), I don’t know
that I would have done any better than
the worst of them, nor that I would
have acted like the consistently anti-
Nazi von Preysing, trained as a lawyer
before entering the priesthood, or von
Galen, the “Lion of Miinster,” who
successfully railed against the Nazi
program of euthanasia. I think it must
be conceded that when the German
bishops were intimidated, they feared
less for their own safey than for that of
the nuns, children, aged and sick un-
der their care, who were endangered
immediately by the Nazis and poten-
tially by the Soviets. Beyond that, I
wonder if it was objectively possible
to act correctly as a bishop under Hit-
ler, since the State gave enormous fi-
nancial support to the Church; in one
sense the Church in Germany was
“kept” by the State as a result of Bis-
marck’s capitulation after his unsuc-
‘cessful Kulturkampf. Though this
.was considered -a concession to the
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Church — and in some quarters
the Church’s rightful due — it had the
‘eventual effect "of compromising

the Church’s freedom and integrity in
a way that is perhaps difficult for
Americans to appreciate because of

the traditional separation of Church’

and State here.

Despite the grievous assault Lewy’s
book mounts against the Church’s
honor (much less conveniently remote
than the Spanish Inquisition), I find
myself perversely welcoming studies
of this sort. The bishops who exhorted
German Catholics to support Hitler
and his war expected to be obeyed,
and in so doing they did an injury to
the Church’s teaching authority; if
the damage is to be repaired, the first
step is to look the record in the face.
Lewy has certainly helped to bring at
least part of the record to light. The
truth ultimately cannot hurt the
Church, but in this case it can make
one sad. Among countless other
things, Lewy’s book made me think
of something Thomas Merton once
wrote: “People have no idea what a
saint can do, for sanctity is stronger
than the whole of Hell.” In Nazi Ger-
many the power of Hell was unleashed
and the hard fact is that it was over-
come not by sanctity but by the mili-
tary and industrial might of the Al-
lies. - —PETER WHITE

It thinks, therefore
it is

Norsert WIENER may well come o be
seen as the most important figure in the
history of twentieth century technology.
He was the father of the study of cyber-
netics, a mathematician of outstanding
brilliance, and a man deeply concerned
with the human implications of his dis-
coveries. It is fitting that his last book,
God and Golem, Inc., A comment on cer-
tain points where cybernetics impingas
on religion (The M.LT. Press, $2.95),
should have appeared almost simultane-
ously with Wiener's death, as his final
contribution to his subject.

Cybernetics emerged as a science
from the study of comtrol systems;
Wiener called it “the study of control

and communication in the animal and’

the machine.” Expositions of its nature
and capabilities are usually either rigor-
ously mathematical, as is the case with
much of Wiener’s own writings, or in
the form of more general logical prinei-

ples, which are easier to read, but also
can be misleading. Wiener is one of the
few who handle both well, although nat-
urally enough with a predisposition to
the mathematical.

Even to readers who are not profes-
sional cyberneticians, the philosophical
implications of the science are readily
obvious. Wiener and other logicians,
such as Turing, Pitts, McCulloch and
their followers, have shown, both theo-
retically and in practice, that machines
can be made to duplicate many kinds of
human behavior. In particular, machines
can learn, can make decisions of a non-
trivial kind as a result of weighing up
evidence; and, in theory, they can repro-
duce themselves. Clearly this sort of
technology seems to raise problems for
the traditional Christian account of the
nature of man. It is about this that
Wiener talks in God and Golem, Inc.

Cybernetics may be called “the sci-
ence of applied logic”; it is perhaps
worth looking a little at some of the
general lines along which cybernetic
thought can proceed before considering
Wiener’s book in detail. It can be
shown that it is possible to build a
machine to show gny behavior which
can be defined in a finite number of
words. This is a well established result,
and there is no reason to doubt it.
Consequently, if we wish to maintain
that there is something special, some-
thing unique about the nature of man,
we have a direct, but at the same time,
a curiously difficult task. If we can
show that there are behaviorz which
humans show, which cannot be so de-
fined, or if we can show that there are
aspects of human natural history which
are not behavior, then in principle ma-
chines cannot be constructed to dupli-
cate them.

It is important to realize that it is
quite impossible to start by saying
“man has a spiritual soul, so he isn’t a
machine,” or something of that kind.
The reason is simply that we cannot
observe a soul in anyone else, nor in
ourselves. We do not have a direct in-
tuition or experience of a soul. And in-
deed with regard to other people, the
way we know that we are dealing with
some one who has a soul is by his
behavior. Since he does certain things
(including talking to us about his ex-
periences), we say we know he is a
human being, and therefore that he
has a spiritual soul. But notice that we
deduce the latter from the former; we
know about souls because of behavior.
Hence it is by no means certain, a
priori, that we couldn’t duplicate any
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16 hold their bables while
ss (ﬂ.\le Guard) men _killed
the infants first.
~Polnts Qut Defendant .
Kuesel, who came to Ausch-
‘witz as _the mmps second |
in May, 1940 said he
1d never forget tv%o execu-
*tlong he witnessed. They were
the shooting' of the 'wifé and
child of a German army officer
who had defected to the British
and the execution of an 18-year-
al.d Polish Jewess and resistance

Defendint Hans Stark carried
out the executions, Kucsel nhi.

knew Stark by pointing him out,
Kuesel walked over the lormer
8§ sergeant, pointed a fi T
at him and said: “That's
Stlrk jomped up and® sai
L & nwzr did the things he ac-
T . Guses mé of.7 ] rheeeiio
Kuesel  also . identified ﬁ\!a
other defendants and said lhey
killed. and tortured in-Auschwitz:
A sedond witness” was Mrs. |
Charlotte - Bartsch, ‘who _yolun-|
.zee;eﬂ her services as a ‘tele.
iype operator for the S5 -and
was - employed ~ at Auschwitz
from 1943 until war's end. Al-
though shé:said she sent and
reveived reports . concerning
miass gassings of adult and child
inmates, Mrs. Bartsch insisted
she could not remember any-
thln.: spadﬁc about the. camp.

tamp, physicians ‘and" guards-se.
" lected inmates to be guud
Mrs. Bartsch protested: .
*T cannot hnlgme ‘that T ever
- sald such a thing. I don't even
know-what that word means -—
‘selecting.’”

Mrs. Bartsch’s husband, a for_
mer SS man she met at, Au-
schwitz, is now head of criiinal
police in Krefeld, West Ger-
many. He, too,—when he. ap_

- peared as a Witness . several
» months ago, said he could re-
member mnothing specic about
the camp. '
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he
has a document showing that
the 1937 Pope Plus XI en-
cyclical

Deputy" prompted
seck in the Watican archives

Giulio Andreotti

documents relating to Vati-
can attitudes on Nazism.

The Hochhuth play eriti-
clzes Plus XIT for falling to
make a public denunciation
of Nazism's persecution of
European

Jews,
Mr. Andreotti sald he was
given a photostatic copy of
the draft of the en-

‘“Deputy’ Dispute: New Pius Defense

seeing  Adol! Hitler during
Hitler's 1938 visit to Rome
declare

teal “Mit Br
Sorge” (With Burmning Con-
cern), issued by Plus XI in
1937. Mr. Andreotti sald he

the

recognized throughout
handwriting of Cardinal
Pacelll, who became Pope
Pius XIT In 1539,
The current Italian Defense
also sald C 1
Pacelll, who was Vatican

State Secretary under Pius XI,

advised the Pontiff to aveld

hops to abstain from
ing part in ceremonies honor-
ing Hitler on his visits to their
i

CARDINAL'S STAI

n
Mo and Wil r

Sun and Moon _

rives Joskr ot 827 AM., sty

R

f45 Statement Says Church
Fought Hitler's Aims
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|~ By JERRY ‘I'ALLMEB :

! “Excuse me,"” sald the stout
old man in his loud voice, be-
cause he is-a little hard -of
hearing, “excuse me if I say
I have helpad thousands of
pmplelmuummhymyzuﬂl
is put away."

His name is Helnrich Gruber
and he is Lutheran pastor and
dean of the Evangelical Church
of Berlin and yesterday he was
here in New York to see Her-
man Shumlin's production of
“The Deputy.” He has seen it
all over Europe and i a friend
of playwright Rolf Hochhuth
and later this summer Grove
Press will be bringing out a |
piece of his about it in a book’
“entitled “Storm Over “The Dep-
uty.” ™
~ ... *1 will not minfmize the giult
of my people or my own guilt”,
he said, “but perhaps 10,000 peo-
ple or perhaps 100,000 people
could have been saved from
the. gas chambers if only some-
one had acted. I will not speak |
about the Pope,” he sald, mean-
ing Pius XII, “but we cannot
zay he was a man without
+ mitschuld without guilt, for
there is no man without guilt.”

“After Hystalnacht in 1938,
he said—the night of the des-
truction of the shops of Jews—
“T write letters to all statesman.
Ard nothing happens.”

In the next year he started to
save all Jews he could by legal
- means. The war began and he
proceeded to save all Jews he
could by llegal means. It got
too much for him; too little to
be done. .

There was a concentration
camp, the Gurst concentration |
_camp, in southern France, where
the French guards were worse |
than the S.S Pastor Gruber tried |
to send In medicine. Nothing I
doing,

“If you cannot bring 1n medie-
al supplies to these people—
then, but if you can go there,
you can be of some help.”
Arrested

He told the gauleiters he

teeth kicked out and on another
occasion was left for dead among
the corpses.

In the camps you were not
allowed to die from 3 pm. to
evening Any who died
within that period were dragged
along until evening by their fel-
Jow m—m::;: Pastor Gruber
was drag Ilon.g until
discovered him still alive. g

His semideath wu heart at-
tack. A Nazi doctor looked him
over and called him swine, “My
father and grandfather,” sneer-
ed the doctor, “were Protestant
pastors.” Pastor Gruber spoke
of fire and hrimstone and pre-
sently the Nazi doctor said,
“Pastor, you've got {o get out
of here."

They lat him out. without
m!znaur.m‘ Probably to prove
somethmg lo the Allies, at

of 1943

T,ean Were Impossible

“In Dante's ‘Inferno,'". he
said, “poor people can weep
and ery, but in the inferno
of Hitler it was not possible'
to'cry. What 1 say to young
people always i we must learn
from the past. If you are an
old man of 73 as I am, I can
say that that is what I cannot
agree: that people will excuse
the silence,

Priest

ﬁ%zns

Rome.

,The lstest about thed
wartime Pontlil’s activities cons
-cerning’ Nujsm.

Rolf

monthly,
Parish),
The: priest said be hl.mﬁd

“La Parrocdua

drama, “The Deputy.”

i abnul b

's Jewish exter-

{The
pital train. -

*“I told-him al} I knew," Father
Seavizzi wrote, “and 1 saw him
ery like a boy and pny like &

by I.hz Rev._ Pirm
Scavizzl, . -
Father Scavizzi,

froat
a former

Italian army chaplain, quoted
religious

Pius in the Itallan

‘while

Italian troops to the Russian
and

through Germany

Austria, -
He sald he was received by
Pﬂpt Plus In a private audience

from “Rig as

| Says m Whrsﬂed

As He Picked Victims

Frankfurt, West cmmny. Aug. 28 -(Reuters)—An Auschwitz
camp docl.or wmstleé ‘La Dum e Muhile" (“Woman Is Fickle")
for the

ssian | saint”
The priest quoted the Pope as

saying:
Please tell everyone, every-
one you can/ that the Pope ag-

* Many times I thought of scorch-
ing +Nazlsm with the 'lightning
of excommunication and of de-
nouncing to the civilized world

tion of Jews. ~
“We have heéard _the very

On OUr person but on the poor
ination.
*'We hwe m:thm! from vari-

d-ltiom that lhe Boly See not
lake, a drastic stand.

“After many tears and many
prayers, I have judged that a
protest of mine not only would
mail to help anyone. but would
create even more fury against
the Jews, multiplying the acts
of cruelty. i

“Perhaps my solemn protest
would "have earned me praise
from the civil world but & I.I;n
would have procured the
Jews a more implacable persecu-
tion . . . 1Jove the Jm" :

today,

Dr, Aron Bejlin of Tel Aviv, a
S5-year-old Israeli Health Min-
istry official, told the courti try-
ing 21 former members of the
|camp staff on mass murder
» chafges that he and his mother
. were in a trainioad of 2,000 Pal-
ish Jews deported to Auschwitz
In February, 1943,

[ "While I, Wearing a bandage
with a vidlet cross—the red
cross was not allowed for Jew-
ish doctors—was chosen for the
camp, my mother .was taken

from a. tmniuad of Polish .Te\n, a camp 5urv|vnr testied here

ber victims

He Retracts
50-Year-Old
Statemenyt

Shrewlbur} England, Aug. 28
(Reuters)—A _63yearald . man

on a truck to the
Dr. Bejlin said.
"All T saw of her as we
| |waited there was her. gray-
Ereen coat that came back on
{ A iruck containing all the
clothes of those people gassed.
“The camp doctor mad.e the
selection that dav. and as he
dld it, he whistled La Donna
obile’ .
B-ejun said the camp doctor
had his own method of dealing
with a spotted fever epidemie.
All patients with a tempera-
ture over 995 degrees were
!ve;!dt'lo the pas chambers, he
- said. A

Florida Paper Backs GOP
For First Time in 98 Years

Odala, Fla, Aug. 28 (AP) —
For the first time in its history,
the Ocala Star-Banner has en-
/ |dorsed a Republmm candidate
for President.

The Star-Banner, in ‘its 98th
year, editorially endorsed Sen.

ium,"

0

onizes for them (thé Jews).

the criminality of Lhe- extermln.l L

grave menace of retaliation, not -

Mm.ldt!ﬂyemagowhlehhd

fired as a pro-German sympath-
rer.

victim of the Great War spy
and it has troubled my con-
science ever since,” John Bark-
ley said. He inserted his retrac
tion in his local newspaper,.

The school teacher, Lily Tart,
died’ several years ago. But the
50-year-old drama of heér dismis.
sal was revived here by an eX-
hibition depicting the mpod of
Britain in the firsi few weeks
of the 191-1-18 war.  J

She was dismissed after
young Barkley and three other
boys reported to the village
policeman that Miss Tart told
their class the Germans might
damegoudﬂtheyelmetu
England. -

“Her wunls were munupder-

Goldwater as “the man for the
job" of President.

stood—she only meant that we
boys should pull up our socks."

to his' school principal beldg

“She was probably the first”

Exp'ldmd Barkley In hu e
traction

iI}Sra)rs Plus Studied

J""J‘?fﬁ W .
Excommumcahon |

May 16—Pope Pius XII has been queted as saying he thought. many
| time of excommunicating Nazis for their. Jewish persecution but héld back because of
pressures on the Vatican and fear of makiog things worse for the Jews.

while in Rome later with 8 hos- |




New l.n.ght Has been shed on
the 1833 concordat- between
the Cﬂthnlnc Hierarchy -in
Gemmany and the govern-
|'| } ment of the third Reich.

i Information op the incident
is contained in an 82-page is-
sue of the WVatican City
weekly L'Osservatore della
Domenica. Dévoted entirely
to the work of the popes in
behalfl of peace, the issue in-
| |cludes extensive documenta-
tion on the efforts of Pius
[l | X to presefve meoples from
il | the destruction of war, and to
aid the persécuted, especially
the Jews.' -

According to the paper,
German Jesuit Father Robert
Leiber, a long-time associate
of Pius XII, ‘writes  that
Church  officials  concluded
the concordat with the Nazis,
| because its rejection could
have meant publication by
Hitler of its contents,

. Father Leiber said that if
this had happened, Hitler
would have been able to tell
the people he was prepared to
grant to the Church, as-
surances contaimed in  the
concordat, but the P\Jpe, by

Rolf Hechhuth can be seen
from a glance it some of the
titles of the articles: “Only
Piug XII Protested against

the Aggressions of Nazi Ger-

~many,” “The Why of a Post-
humoue Trial” and 'From
The Vicar’ to the Scape-
o
The weekly imﬂude.s_ sever-

Cth Zm—t "7’/3/}4

Gernmn Clerw Clanfws
Church-Nam Paet of ’33

:l‘al:chlsvwcemanm:ydj-
cal

“The work was immediates :
ly begun, and Cardinal Fauls :
haber was given the task of :
drawing up some points 2s & :
bazig for the definitive work,
‘The cardina] presanted them, |
entirely written in his own
hand, divided into one clear-

alarticles on at-
tempts by various 1

lyu: tnna]partﬁ

and bishops to save Jews
from the Nazis. One article

deals with the activities of =

Pierre Cardinal Gerlier of
Lyons and the late Juies Car-
dinal Siliege of Toulouse in
* Nazi-occupied France Anoth-
“er cites the work of the late
Archbishop Angelo Rotta in

' nazi-gominated Hungary, and

still another with ‘Bishop
Giuseppe Nicolini, 0.8B.,
Assisl,

The fssue reverberates

with statemnents of thanks to.

Pius XII' from Jews who
were saved by him and from
persons divectly ‘involved in
his work in behalf of the
Jewa,.

One article elaborates the
thesis that mummm.

pact

rejecting them, .p
be on the side of Genm.ny‘s
enemies.

The priest states that the
Church “could have rejected-
the concordat only if the Ger-
man government had refused
to recognize the rights and
liverties of German Catholics
—but ‘all this-vwas accepted
without discussion. -

: Hesnidamledthz Cath-
oli¢ parties, the Centrist par-.
ty and the Bavarian Peoples
party, -for “the. laws which
gave Hitler full powers,” and
also the oconsent of the

of

_Ger-
many and the Soviet Union -

enabled Hitler to launch his
attacks on Poland and on the
West. ‘It also. asserts that
Soviet food sent to nazi Ger-
many rendered, the Allied

and h and hor- :
atory part for the various i
_¢lasses of the Christian peo-
ple. Cardmathaher‘l
. pages were presented to Care -
d.LnatPlacalJanatotbePupt. :
‘They were ‘the very best °
wark .and began with the
words  'Mit m"
which passed; slightly modis
fied, into- definitive text &8 |
‘Mit Brennender Sorge. i
"Butab:stwml outline of -
the urch -Germany -

eenwdnmesaaxy e MY
one could better draft these -

blockade useless foralmost . ol

twnyeam. X

. Pacelli's Pen

An unsigned mle adds
mnel:glltmtbeqummno{

who wrote B‘:emtl.-Nulen-""

eylical Mit BErennender

Sorge which was puhllshed- condat.

over Pius XI's

Hias recently been mamtamed :

t.hat Plu.sXII. then cardinal

‘bishops to ecollaborath
Catholics with the new state,
were ‘“precedemts” which
“were binding -also for the
Holy See.”

.Althmlgh the issue traces
the papacy’s work for peace
over the past half century,
the majority of the articles
deal with the role of Pope
Pius XIL
: ﬂﬂfal‘e]l
That the issue as a whole
| ean be considered a doeu-
|| mented defense of Pius XII
| nza.mst accusations against
| him 'by German ‘Playwright

wehcal. However, this art-
icle says the encyclical was
basically the work of Mich-
ael Cardinal Faulhaber with
-the then Cardina] con-
tributing. .

It says “Tn the second half

of Janua’.ry 1937, “théte came

to Rome the three cardinals,
Bertram of Breslau, Schulte
ef Cologne, Faulhaber of Mu-
nich, -and the two ‘bishops,
Von Galen of Muenster and
Von ing of Berlin. An
examination of the situation

*(in” Nazi Germany), complet-

ed in a collective audience on

___ ;._J ..

the 17th and in other parw.-u _-

larg: on the folloiwing -days
- t0.the 24th;- démonstrated. the
- need “for -a public, act, 1
was need to denounce plubllc
ly the harassing and perse-
cutory measures, against
which not even the Holy See
was able to make itself
heard; need to reveal the
foundations of a doctrine
openly denying God and the
Christiap Faith; and needto
edd a word of encouragement
and comfort. to the clergy and
faithful exposed ‘to persecu-
tion. The German pre

v of state, wrote the'

slates |
begged the Pope (Pius XI) m_
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'45 Statement Says Church/
Fought Hitler's Aims

ogne,
about the relationship of the|
Roman Catholic Church to the
Nazi regime has come to light.

a Cath-|
glic weekly published by the
Holy Cross Fathers in Notre
Dame, Ind.

The church did not protest,
Hitler's declaration of war be-|
cause l.ufonnaﬂnn on his motives
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WASHINGTON (NC) —
o’ Pius XIT told the United
| Stales at the beginning of

1943 that he could not spe-

", cifically conderrn nazi atroci-

::ee as he was being press
surﬂd to do, without alse de-

the Alies probahly wuuld not
like that.
The Pope also made

, , nouncing the bolsheviks, and
I

r

it

clear that he felt that everv- ~

one should have seen in his
Chrisiman message of a few
| days before a clear condem-
| mation of nazi atrocities.
Thise things are brought
nat i an official State De-
pariment publication, For-
eizn Relations of the United
States, 1043, Volume II, just
marde public. They have a
! particolar timeliness in view
of the current stage play
“The Deputy,” whose author
Huehhuth charges that
| Pope Pius XIT did not suf-
| ficiertly denounce the nazi
ution of Jews.
TITTMANN TELEGRAM
P\;De Pius XIT's ohsers
‘'~ are mntamed in_a

i Lt

i

—

B
Pope Pius XII

telegram sent to the State
Department by Harold H
Tittmann, then at the Vati-
can as assistant to Myron C.
Tayler, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt's personal repre-
sentalive to the Vatican.
Tayler was not im Vatican
City at the time of the dis-
patch, dated Jan. 5, 1943, and

sent through Switzerland,
Repor::nx that he hagd a
te tion with

e

satisfy all those who had
been insisting in the past that
he utter some word of con-
demnation of the naz| atroci-
ties and he seemed surprised
when I told him that I
thought there were some who
did not share his belief. -
y OBVIOUS TO ALL
“He said he thought that
it was plain to everyone that
he was referring to the Poles,
Jews and hostages when he
declared that hundreds of
thousands of * persons had
been killed or tortured
through no fault of their
own, sometimes only because

* of their race or nationality,

"He explained that when
talking of atrocities he could
mt name the nazis without
at the same time mentioning
the bolsheviks and this he
thought might not be wholly
pleasing to the Allies.

APPREHENSIONS

“He stated that he ‘feared"
that there was foundation for
the atrocity reports of the
Allies but led me to believe
that he felf that there had
been some exaggeration for
purposes of propaganda. Tak-
en as a whole he thought hJs

Pnpe Pius XIT “at the cus-
tomary New Year audience,”
Tittmann sald the talk at
first dealt with the Holy
See's efforts to save Rome
from aerial bombing, and
then went on to othu' mat-
ters.

“With regard to his Cih.nst-
mas message,” Tittmann told
-his superiors in Washington,
“the Pope gave me the im-
pression that he was sincere
in believing that he had spo!
L__en therein clearly enougn m ]

—

ge should be

by the' Amerlr:s.n people and

I agreed with (him).,”
Tittmann also reported
that he told the Pope how
much he appreciated be-
ing able to attend the Mid-
night Masg the Pontiff had
celebrated for members of
the diplomatic corps on
Christmas Eve. "I said I was
impressed by this demonstra-
RilJ'l apove the havoc of war
the brotherhood of man

the Holy See:

when friend and foe alike
were seem to kneel together
at the altar in order i re-
ceive Holy Ci from

EMT News
[r]é¥
inal Look.
At Schemata

VATICAN CITY (NC) —
The coordinating commission
of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil will meet late in June for
a fimal look at all four sche-
mata which remain to be
sent to the world's Bishops.

These schemata are: on
¢ nature of the Church,

The schema on Revelation
has been subjected to pro=
longed ‘discussion and pains-

taking redrafting in  the
mixed commission created by
Pope John XXIII for that
purpose  when the original
schema encountered heavy
resiztance at the council's
firet session. Since them it
has been reported at least
half a dozen times that a sat-
isfactory draft had beem
achieved. The draft to be
presented to the coordinating
commmission represents more
then a year of intensive dis-
cussion.

The schema on the Church
in the modern world was
ectutinized at a threesday
meeﬂng early ir June of a

commission  drawn
fmrn the theplogical commis-
sion and a lay apustnlatz1

the hanﬁs of the Universal
Father,"”
graphed.
GERMANS ABSENT
*The Germans, however,
‘Were oonspicuous by their
absence and I could see that
their lack of cooperation in
this instance hag arfec:ed thc
Holy Father, He was incli

Tittmann tele-:

The  theolagical commis-
sion also put the finishing
touches on the scheme on
the mature of the Church at
a week-long meeting that
began June 1. The commise
sion on the missions did the
same fo its sc‘hema at a

k-long session
June 4.

to attribute the absence to
fear on their part that they
might incur the dizpleasure
‘of the more extreme nazl
leaders had they attended.”

The release of this latest
information recalls a commiu-
nication from Tittman dated
Qeigber 6, 1942, in which he
said “another motive, pos-
sibly the controlling one, be-
hing the Pape's disinclination
to denounce nazi atrocities is
his fear that if he does so
now, the German people, in
the bitterness of their de-
feat, will reproach him later
on'* for having contributed to
the condition of German de-
feat.

Tittmann said Germans
had made similar accusations
against Pope Benedict XV for
his World War 1 statements.

“When [t is borne in mind
that Pius XII had many years
of conditioning in Germany,
it will not seem unnatural
that he should be particular-
Iy sensitive to this particulas
argument,” Tittmann added,
obviously referring to the
long service Pius XII had in
Germany as a diplomat of

Greater Love
Hath No Man

An 18-year-old Rye boy, &
1863 graduate of Stepinac High
School, has apparently success-
fully received a kidney from
his  35-year-olg brother in =
delicate transplant operation in
New York last week.

Tim Butler of 61 Purchase
2t, Rye, who had to leave his
freshman year at St Michael's
College, Santa Fe, New Mexico
because of a kidney ailment, re-
eeived a kidney from his broth-
er John of Fairfield, Conn.

Authorities at New York
Hospita] yesterday said Tim's
condition was satisfactory and
his brother's was good. They.
are the soms of Mrs. Martin
Butler of Rye and brothers of
Thomas Butler, Rye city coun-
cilman. They are parishioners
of the Church of the Resurrec.
iion. i

WOTE TO MY NTIGHBOR
We mdght as well sive up the ﬂqﬂm
Thet *e can arsee toy Tiew.
m what in me I pure
In msmple Prejudies In you,
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VA]&.‘AN WEEKLY DEVOTES WHOLE ISSUE

./ﬁuper Traces Popes’ Peace Work

‘FATICAN CITY—(NC)—L'Osservatore Della Domenica, the
Vatican City weekly, has published an entire issue of 82 pages
devoted

It

i

for peace cver the past half

lated doctrinal part and an-
other pastoral and horatory
part for the various classes of
the Christian peopie.”

“CARDINAL Faulhaber's
pages were presented to Car-
dinal Pacelll and to the Pope,
They were the very best work
und began with the words “Mit
grosser sorge” which passed,
slightly modified, into defini-
tive text as Mit Brermender
Sorge.”

“But a historical outline of

the events. At the same time
two successive parts were
broadened and deepensd.”

The article says Cardinal Pa-

= | celli edited the entire encyeli-

" Focuses on Pius XII's Efforts

the consent of the bishops to
collaboration of Catholics with
the new state, were “prece-
dents” which “were binding
also for the Holy See.”

He added that if the Church
had rejected the proffered con-
cordat, “all that Hitler would
have had to do would have
been to publish the text of the
concordat to make it manifest-
Iy clear that he was prepared
to grant these assurances to
the Church, but that the Pope,
by rejecting them, preferred to
be on the side of Germany's

enemies.

omia il;nner Will Spark

Poland’s Birthday
As Catholic Land

A C of

cal, though the el e

ament"” of Pius XL

A longtime associate of Pius
XII, German Jesuit, the Rev.
Robert Laiber, writes on “Car-
dinal Pacelll and the German
events of 163"

He says Cardinal FPacelli

1
I

was taken by surprise at the
published decision of the
German bishops leaving
Catholl

ano th
icolini,

058, of Assisi.

issue reverberates with
statements of thanks to Pius
XII from Jews who were saved

e
g

s,
E‘ §§g 4
|§Eg§§5 %

%

|
|

Leiber's reply s that the
Church “could have rejected
the concordat only if the Ger-
mnm:ﬂm he :ﬂ?\“ﬁ d lib-
to t an
erties of German Catholics —
but all this was accepted with-
out discussion.

HE SAID a vote of the Cath-
lic parties, the Centrist party
and the Bavarian Peoples par-
ty. for "the laws which gave
tler full powers.” and also

From Russia

WORCESTER, Moss. —(NC})

— The Vev. Louls F. Dion, A.A,

former chaplain for Catholics in

Moscow, USSR has been
. ident of A

§

'onl.'hgtl:m

fiects “the outlook and temper- |

some 7,000 persons will spark
| the local celebration of Poland's
Millennium _of Chl'ilng Birth
W er Thursday, Aug.
16 at MeCormick Flace.

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, Aux-
iliary of New York and natlonal
director

ol
2,000 persons is working on
plans for the Aug. 16 dinner.

Albert Cardi-
mal Meyer who is patron of the
millennium observance, has in-
vited Poland's Stefan Cardinal
Wyszynskl to be here for the
1966 millennlum together with
more than 100 members of the
U,S. hierarchy.

of
Mary parish, Is hooorary
chairman of miliennium ob-
Lmhubﬂduuﬁ
Field.
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To Celek

CUBS-SOX BALLOT
My favorite White S0x B.nucinnn. i dimi s s S
| because il P . S
* * & * * &
My favorite Cub is. — it
becanse ... .. i
Name ..
Street
| [+ SRR, .- State........ .
b *If you need more room to sing the proises of your favor-
ites, go to it on another sheet of paper and attack it to
this ballot.
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‘Churches Must Attack

chulz_ Race Problems

By GEORGE G. HIGGINS
N MD\D&Y June 22, wpnsenuuvu of the major religious

- itol, to” g:w- “thanks I'r.r lhe passage of the Civil Rights bill and

to pledge thémselves to do everything within their power to pre-
pare their constituents to live up to the spirit as well a3 the
letter of this tu:mnc federal statue,

THE DISTI par in this
unprecedented service—which would have been
‘.i' rally unthinkable less than a decade ago—

tad reason to be very proud of the role they
had jointly played in bri.nmng about the pass-
age of ﬁwC‘lﬂI 'B.Lghl.s

' might I\a\'e begn expected, however, they
were properly modest about their own accom-
plishments and, instead of patting themselves
on the back: they -apologized for being Johnny.
come-latefies in the crusade for inter-racial jus.
tice and pledged themselves to make up for
lost time in the crucial days that lie ahead.

Rrpr m:auves of the major religlous groups,
thanks to' God for the passage of the Civil Rights bill, did not
pretend. like 'the pharisee in the Gospel narrative, that they and
their "followers or constituents have been better tham the rest

2 -of mén on the matter of racial justice, but rather, like the pub-

lican, they expressed contrition and regret for the past fallures of
the churches and the church-related agencies and institutions and’
A firm purpose of amendment.

This 1s.a1l 100 obvious, of course, und, though 1t had already
been said. ln another context by the Fresident of the Unlied

* States.and by other responsible public leaders since the patsage
of the Civil. Rights bill, it was well that It was sald again, In s -

af the

L1 sekting, by rep

1t wili be up to the churches and church-related organizations

and institutions to take the lead in preparing the American
peaple to-comply with the Crvil Rights law and 1o go the law one
bettor, so to speak, by in every ty
in the United States an P of

of the and of other
i irous of mm;om&wu:mw
tevel will, want_to pay careful attention to the common sense
advice contained in & new booklet, “Guidelines: A Manual for
Burmﬂﬁnuw-m"

mamormaw.mmasmm
who is a recogrized.expert in-the field of inter-group relations,
says, among other things, that the popular belief that “racial or
religious groups can be controlled or managed through leaders™
is a-myth.-

He warns, that it.js a delusion on the af government offi-
mmmtmmwwtnﬂmmthnmm
established inter-group communications by bringing leaders of
:mvmmdamumu together,

A local und wise people

universal Church. But just what
lures would best implement this teaching,
E.‘aulu'll seemed reiuctant to say. Rather
mpression left from several speeches was
this is a matter the Pope should ‘decide.

‘era an inter
} or senate of bishops who would be gent

the world's national or regional episcopal
wences. Some observers thought Individual
pittees of bishops selected from through-
{he world, with more of an md-hoc nature,
‘A handle the job better,

ELICATE PART OF this decision to -

the bithops of the world, as successors

college of the Apostles, into closer col- -

wilon with the Pope includes their rela-
hip to the Roman Curia. Pope Paul who

o key position in the Curia yhder Pope
| XIL has a background of firet-hand ex-
tlone which suits him for the job. But the

on the best means to move the Church
ru direction admiitedly is not easy to

¢ Paul has been criticized for not mav-
r enough, for having scuttled the spirit
provided by Pope Johm, for the col-
or failure of the second session. A Pope,
kse of his position of high responsibility,
ways subject to such caurping of course.
udid not take too long for a play to come
¢ attacking Pope Pius lor not doing enough
he Jews. Some member of the John Birch
ty could be writing a -semi-documentary
ope John's part in the opening to the jeft.

ME MAGAZINE ALREADY is criticizing
Paul for not doing enough to pave the
ftor prwtulw r!l'm ‘\I.whe National

™ 10
way lu- is shukinu up the conservatives.

ipe Paul's strong and, according 10 all @l ypoken cheery Arab with the optimism of

dons, brilllant idea to visit the Holy Land
|meet with Orthodox Patriarch Athena-
5 1 showed that the present Holy Father
Jiling and ready to take his own part and
me leadership among Catholics in the ecu-
cal movement. His speech at Bethlehem
ted too his Christian love for the whole
an race
it the least of his accomplishments in his
L reign has been the recent evidence of his
wrly concern for the welfare of men as
struggle with human problemns like birth
rol, His statement showed his own aware-
lof this problem and gave the world a new
pae Into the honesty of the Church's ef-
to grapple with moral problems.

« relgn of Pope Paul has already been an.

ually eventful one. It holds promise of
} in the future. Catholics should be more
to their responsibility to support him
their prayers.

:i Control Issue

jurch study centurles, the findings of wcl-

elopments, ologists and pesychologists, and

jestion waa this instinct or experience
- ~hosb bimun_ngtigre, when cor-|

mmm:mmuu—m Mr, Schermer con-
tinues, “but their mere presence or participation on a commit-
tee does littie to influence the behavior of what Is presamed
1o be their following. Followers quickly reject the leadeeship
il it devistes from the wishes and opinioas of the groop™

Uptnl.hlspdin the Churches have done a reasonably good
job at the top level by issuing public statements and manifestos
on the morality of race relations but, by ‘and large, they have
!etwswdhomnkmguﬂlﬂﬁuvﬂy deploying thelr re-
mmgn.beloull

mmnmnsnmrwmnmhwhlr
ful to them in meeting this crucial challenge. Copies of the book-
let can be secured by writing to: Anti-Defamation league, 315
Lexington Ave, New York, N.Y. 10016,

SUM AND SUBSTANCE

Melchite Bishop's Interest
Covers Council, Politics

- By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C8.P.

Bishop Georges Hakim, Melchite Bishop of Nazareth in Gall-
lee, is mow in the United States You remember him as
the host o Fope Paul on his visit to the holy places in
israel. Some of the big picture-weeklies identified him
an Orthodox. prelate, an ermor which the jovial and ecumen-
ical-minded Bishop undoubtedly enjoyed.

Mmmimmumc:huuhnmwum
nited Nations, renewing an that
hzanml!ﬁlumluashumlmrmm
days at his residence at Haifa. He is an out-

Pope John in his eyes and conversation

THE BISHOP HAS HIS own flock very
mud\mmmaewslhnmummmor

However, his horizon is not bounded by the
borders of Galilee. He is deeply concerned
about the Arab refugee probb:rn. not only in
regard to the of Christian refugees byt aiso in rela-
tion to the of whao lost every-
thing whﬂi they went into exile,

At_the ©hurch center he spoke strongly In favor of m
statement on the Jews that will come up for discussion at
the third.session. Hé admitted that some other bishops had
asked that the statement be taken out of the ecumenlsm
schema as lts presence In the schema would be unwelcome
to the Muslims. Therefore these bishops feared that the
Christian minerities In Muslim lands lvnnld suffar If the
Couonecil approved It

Bishop Hakim however feit that the schema should be dis-
cussed entirely from a religious standpoint, not from a political
angle. He contended that such a statement s to be expected
at thie time_since this is the first gemeral councll of the
Jews, and secondly because the World Council of Churches in
1961 formally denounced anti-Semitism. The fact that the Bishop
Is himuli}n Arab aad.s to the rom of his pnl:nun

in offering

—




Yesterday was

commemorated

in Israel as
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Holocaust Day

A PLEA FOR THE DEAD

WAS barely fifteen when 1

first took part in a strange

discussion about dignity and
death and their possible rela-
tionship.  People who were
already dead and did not know
it were debating the necessity
rather than the possibility of
being killed in what they called
a dignified manner,

The reality of certain words
escaped me ; around me yenple
were arguing; I
thing and understood nothing
They said . we are gm.ng to die.

I didn't believe They
insisted : we must ﬁ.ghl I didn’t
see why.

1 am twenty years older now
and familiar with all the paths
leading to the graveyards. And
the discussion is still in pro-

ress. Only the pants

ave changed. Those of twent;
years ago are dead. And
understand even less of it all.

History destroyed
It was spring, 1944, The first

Hungarian “transports" had
reached  their  destination :
Auschwitz.  The name was
unfamiliar ;: we did not know

that it had already entered his-
tory, that it had already
destroyed history.

From the r:n]way station, sur-
rounded by police dogs and
barbed-wire, we marched
toward the unknown. Far off
wreaths of red and yellow flame
rese from factory cglmneys into
a moonless sky. 1t was then
that some young men called for
an uprising.  Without arms?
Pocket-knives, fists and finger-
nails would do. There was
nothing to lose and nothing to
gain, save honour.

_ Older people spoke up against
it God may inlervene even at
the very la<t moment ; one must
not precipitate matters, The
argument spread. Then it was

too late.
The uprising did net talre
place. And the Almighty did

not intervene.

Lately, we have all begun to
ponder the problem posed by
the incomprebensible, or at laast
enigmatic. behaviour of the Jews
in the concentration camps.
Why did they go like cattle to
the daughter" Important, if
not it
on eternal \rent:es that question
has begun to nag at previously
clear consciences; they sud-
denly need quick reassurance,
need to have the guilty identi-
fied and their crimes specified,
need o see isolated Lhe meaning
of events they lived through
onty vicariously.

Fashionable

The subject has become
fashionable. It replaces Brecht.
Kafka and Communi all
hackneved now, worn oul, In
intellectual circles in New York,
San Francisco, elsewhere, no
evening is a success without
Auschwitz.  Psychiatrists, novel-
ists, actors all have an opinion ;
each is ready to supply all the
answers, to explain away all the
mysteries : the executioner and
the victim. even the destiny that
brought them together on the
same stage. in the same ceme-
tery. It's simple. One need only
understand  history,  politics,
psychology, unnomlcs
your choice); one need only
accept  the primary  truth
that always and everywhere
A+B=C. If the dead are dead,
-it's that Lthey desired death.
Bevond the diversity of theories,

Elie Wiesel wns 13 when the
Nazis came Lo Szighet, in Hun-
garian Tramsylvania, and trans-
pnrl.e& the Jewish community to
Auschwitz  He has 'puhlmhed a
book on his experiences, “ Night.”

set forth with outrageous cer-
tainty, is the unanimous conclu-
sion that the victims, because
they were part of the g;.me,
must share in the responsibility
of their own fate.

* This is strikingly novel. Until
now the Jews have been held
responsible for everything that
happened in this world : for the
death of Jesus, for war and
poverty, for famme, unemploy-
ment, revolutions and counter-
revolutions. Now they are the
ause of their own tragedy.

Qur generation is full of sages
and renowned teachers :rsho
have studied all the books and
all the theories, They * know,™
I ought to admire them. I amrm.ll
incapable of interpreti
terrified smile of that ch:}s torn
from its

mother and traus— X

represents our defeat. I still do
not understand what happened,
or how, or why. And my calcu-
lations always produce the same
obstinate number : six million.

When the attorney-general
asked the witnesses at the Eich-
mann trial why they offered
no resistance, many answered
gimply : ¥ Whoever wasn't there
will never understand.”

Well, I was there. And I still
don’t undersland What helped

r

Buchenwald took up less space
than traffic accidents. .
The prisoners inside their
barbed-wire universe were not
unaware of their total abandon-
ment, They knew themselves
excluded, denied by the rest of

humanity. In 194044 the
conspiracy of silence seemed
universal. Great PBritain shut

Palestine's gates, the Swiss
accepted only the ril:h and later
the children. *“Even if I had

me survive and for what pur- | been able to sell nne million

How did the Jews in
_B).
Elie Wiesel

pose ?

formed into a
nor can I comprehend the nlght
wliich, in that instant, darkened
the mother's eyes, "Job chose
questions and not answers, and
certainly not speeches. He never
understood  his: own tragedy.
which was, after all, only tha

of one man betrayed by God a.mi
his: friends.

Mystery in defeat

Galicia manage to remain calm
while disgin their own graves ?
i al woman remain
seen her child
e air and used as
a t for a German marks-
man ¥ Why, and in the name of
what, with what right, did she
not go mad ?
T don't know why. But who
are we to ask her that question ?
The world was silent when Jews

sane, havin
thrown in

were i let it have the

These think and phi
phers refuse to understand t
the events of those days fowed
from no law, and no law flows

from them. The prime material
here is composed of death and
mystery ; il outruns our pe

tions, ~ One question lea g
another and all are the same.
and have nothing lo de with the
answers, whatever they are,

whole generalum of fathers and
sons conldn't have disappeared
without creating. by their very
disappesrance., a mystery that
passes our comprehension and

1] decemy to be silent

questions come a
hlt Izte they shnnld have been
addressed fo the executioner
then. or to his accomplices,
those who knew and said
nothing. In Loodon. Steckholm,
Geneva and Washington, and in
the Vaticon. too. the upper
levels of government were
aware of each transport bearin,
Its hunman cargo to the end ol
the night. Yet no voice was
raised. In the newspapers of
that period Auschwiiz  and

Jews, whu would have bought
them Eichmann asked, not
withcrut truth,  “ What would
you expect us to do with one
million Jews ?" echoed Lord
Moyne in Cairo.

There is no one left to count
on: this was the feeling that
prevailed in Auschwilz, Treb-
linka and Maidanck. We have
been erased from history. MNot

1en died in Auschwilz but
“idea of Man, created_in
“The world burned

its heart out there.

Man’s glory

These observations are made
without hatmd bul not without
anger. 1 find it more than
shockmg 1 find it indecent lo
have to come to this: to have
to plead m defence of the dead.

ey indicted now for
having bell;wed as they did;
they should have acted other-
wise, if only to reassure the
living, who might then go on
in man’s glory and
grandeur.

I plead for the dead. and I
do not even say Lhat they are
innocent, 1 say simply that T
do not confer upon myself the
ru\gl t to judge them.

£t them rest in peace. Do
not ask them the meaning of

their death. It might pmve
dangerous. These dead haw
their questions, and theirs might
well more disturbing than
our own. Their questions sur-
vived them, They will survive us.

My plea would be incomplete
if I said nothing of armed
battles that many Jews did fight
during the holocaust. But thera
is no need; so much has been
written about the active fighting
élite composed of men, women
and children who with their
pitiful tools stood up to the Ger-
mans in Warsaw, in Bialystok,
in Grodno, and—God knows
how !—even in Treblinka, Sobl-
vor and Auschwitz.

Each a victim

If we were cagable of enough

sincerity, enoug humlllty we
would offer  these heroes
unreserved  admiration  and

make legends of their deeds ; we
are incapable of it.

The lesson of the holocaust, if
any, is that strength is illusory,
and that within each of us there
is a victim who is afraid, cold
and hungry. And ashamed.
You wish to understand ? There
iz no longer anythmg to under-
stand. You wish to know?
There is no longer anything to
know. It is not by playing with
words or with corpses that you
will understand or know.

The Talmud teaches man
never to judge his friend as long
as e has not stood in his place.

But the murdered Jews are
not your friends; they never
were. It is because they had no
friends that they were dissipated

with the wind and the smoke
somewhere near a ceful spot
in Silesia named Auschwitz.

The time has come for all of
us to learn and to be silent.

The Arab boycott

I—WESTERN HEMISPHERE

How effective is the Arab boyrot! ? An investigation
has been conducted by “ Jewish Chronicle” corre-
spondents throughout the world. Their findings are
surveyed by G. D, PAUL in a series of three articles.

Office in Damascus the

attractions of South
America are not dificult to
appreciate : sizable Arab com-
munities, many of them commer-
cially influential and some
politically  active : organised
and well-entrenched neoMazi
groups ; a smouldering spirit of
nationalism—on paper, at least,
a promising field for the cam-
paign intended to sever Israel
from her commercial relations
with the rest of the world.

In fact, the situation is some-
what difierent, as Dr. Hossein
Triki has been finding out. Dr.
Triki was sent to South America
by the Boveott Office some two
years ago with unlimited funds
and the promised co-operation
of every Arab embassy, legation
and consulate. He settled first
in Chile where he intended to
establish his headquarters, but
the Government objected, and
the office iz now in Buenos Alres,
the capital of Argentina.

Dr. Triki works hard. He is
constantly on the move. In
some countries, where the * buy-
ing " of journalists is not an
unknown phenomenon, his pre-
sence is marked by a plethora of
newspaper and magazine articles
favourable to the Arab cause.
In others he has to content him-

SEEN from the Arab Boycott

self with speeches and press
conferences.

In localities where there is an
Arab community Dr. Triki's
practice is o establish a
* branch " of the Arab Lea ue
To support h]s activities he

i lnnﬂ'umge
magazine, “l\aclon Arabe,”
which is not enly anti-Israel but
also anti-Jewish. How success
ful has all this activity been in
fuﬂ.h,ering the Arab League's
purposes ?

Unsuccessful

In Argentina anti-Zionist and
anti-Israel activities have been
conducted by small Arab groups
ever since Israel’s establish-
ment. but it is only since Dr.
Triki's appearance thal the
Arab League has become ener-
getically engaged on the local
scene, However, despite out-
side instigation. the Jewish and
Arab communities, each num-
bering about 450.000 members,
are still on good terms-

There are a dozen or so Arab
Institutions in Buenos Aires and
some others in the provinces
which, although ustens!bly
social, cultural or sportin;
character, are used by the ah
League for anti-lsrael and anti-
Jewish activities. There is a
striking similarity between their

propaganda and
that of such
neo-Nazi, anti-
semitic organi-
sations as
Tacuara.
However.
efforts to fur-
ther the cause
of the Arab boy-
.t-;g;::,f, throug the Formgn
ese gruups
and by Dr. Triki
himself at a higher level, have
roved unsuccessful.  Trade
tween Israel and Argentina is
favourable to the latter in a
ratio of 15: 1 and cial

The Iragi Ambassador, Mr. Abdul al-Bazzaz, at

Office in December when be
“warned ” Britain against men-gnlng in the
* Maneroft Affair

anti-lewish action ™ and to pro-
voking public opinion agamst
Israel, e evening papcr.

Razon,” accused Triki of belng

exchanges are far in excess of

those between Argentina and all

the Arab countries combined.
But the Jewish

a Nazi patk during the
war years, And, last week,
even the Lebanese Ambassador
in Buenos Aires was reported
to have d concern about

continues to face a barrage oE
agitation fomented by the Arab
League representative.  Most
frequently raised is the bogy of
“duzl loyalties.” More disturb-
ing is the constantly reiterated
suggcslum that the Jews are
“bleeding ¥ Argentina. by the
transfer of hard currency to
Israel. But this tort of propa-
ganda has made a mark only
with limited circles of the Arab
community and, of course, with
Argentine antisemites.

In February, the Argentine
daily “La Nacién " denounced
Triki's activities which, it said,
were devoted te * promoting

Triki's activities.

Little is heard of boycott actl-
vities in Brazil. 'The only known
case is that of a local ﬁrm which
acts as an agent for the Zim
Line. A letier from the Boycott
Office giving the usual warning
about trade with Israel was

ored.

Chile has a powerful Arab
community which is economi-
cally stronger than the Jewish
one, There is, however, a long
tradition of amicable trads
relations between the two. This
continues to stand the test, but
is under pressure from the Arab

Coutinued on page 34, column 2
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Demagogues and

Democrats

O his [followers, and fto

many of the people who

heard him, Korah must
have appeared 35 a courageous
figure,  struggling allantly
against dictatorship and undue
privilege. We can see them
nodding their heads in approval
when he challenges the autho-
rity of Moses and Aaron with
the democratic statement : “ Ye
take too much upon you, seelng
all the congregation are holy,
and the Lord is in their midst."

It is the old technique of sub-
versive talk that parades in the
plous pretence of upholding the
people's rights, and the promise
of advantages to be had in a
change of government.

The ‘Torah tal]s us that God
caused the earth to swallow up
Korah and his followers, to
show that there is no future in
this kind of irresponsible attack
on established authority.

YET the unceremonious crush-
Ing of the Korah revolt does
not rule out the sincerely moti-
vated protest. Judaism teaches
that differences of opinion are
not only permissible but neces-
sary for the health of the social
organism.

t could nol be otherwise In

a tradition that sees
il.s founder, challenge
God himsell: “ Shall the
Lurd of all the earth not execute
judgment *" It is in keeping
with that same tradition that
ask their

searc ;ldg questions, demand
that God justify His ways with
man, and yel retain their place
among the sacred ks

{ Likewise the Talmud faithfully
records the disputes in Jewish
; law of the schools of Hillel and
ammai, and conch®es That
t ions of *these and
hese were the words of the
iving God."
And what of the remarkable
“ Dudele " composed by that
passionate  defender of his
ple, {he saintly Chasidic
bbi Berdichev, who
Iﬁ‘ ufferings
that He permits to be heaped on
the Jewish people: *“ I, Levi
Yitzchak, son of Sarah of Berdi-
chev, say, ‘ Let there be an end
to those sufferings!'"

IT is in that spirit, too, that
the individual Jew ae%uzred in
Jewish communities right
to stop the services in the syna-
g:gue until he extracled from
e leaders the promise that his

grievance would be heard with-
out delay
And perhaps this was the

meaning in that strange and
unexpecled seqléegdto the Korah |

story, commands
Moses w ha\fe the fire-pans, used
by the 250 dissidents, buten

into a covering m'tlwa!hu‘

It was as if to say: This
rebellion was negative and
destructive. Let future genera-
tions beware of such self-

tebels. Buf the atim‘ug
of enl appraisal o
s!mnrdshl of those in zuthority
is I.nd.ispensahle to a mature
geop and a free
the supreme test

b\

State in the Middle East.
only 16 years old !
experience in a century.

and building schemes,

for Science.

After nearly 2,000 years Israel is once again a sovereign

and Solomon is today reborn as one of the world's most
modern and progressive States,

The story of Israel's spectacular resurgence—without
precedent in history—is fully told and pictured in a
special 13-page supplement in (he June 13 issue of
The Nlustrated London News, on sale TODAY.
subject of fascinating interest, since it is a history which
contains more drama and colour than most nations

Besides the saga of Israel’s rebirth, the supplement
provides a complete pictorial survey of the national life,
dealing with economic, cultural and tourist aspects.
Among the topics covered are the vast land development
the controversial irrigation
project for the Negev, the new ports and already world-
famous academic bodies like the Weizmann Institute

fad = =0 Blood libel lives on

The ancient realm of David

Yet the new nation is

Itisa

1 * toded i

Four pages of full-col

P are i

undertaken by this journal.

the supplement, which is one of the most important ever

ask your newsagent to deliver it or else order direct from
the Publisher (2/11, including postage) at

THE “nWSTTEn

IMGRAM HOUSE 13-15 JOHN ADAM STREET LONDON WC2

in

Buy it today (price 2/6) or

HE Reform and Liberals
have agreed to make joint
use of the Leo Baeck Col-

lege, which was founded the
Reform movement in 1956 and
which already has more minis-
terial students than Jews'
College.

The Reform Synagogue, unlike
its German namesake, has never
been doctrinaire in character.
It has never attempted to chart
new pathways to Heaven. Iis
approach has always been fmz
matic, and it looks upon it
as a living shoot of the stultified
trunk of Anglo-Jewish Ortho-
doxy.

The Liberal movement, on the
other hand, was a conscious
deparll.u'e with its trinity of

(Montagu, Montefiore and
Hmuck} and its radical reas
sessment of the whole Jewish
creed. The Reform movement
has a hankering after the old
forms, the Liberals have a com-
gn!sjon to seek oul new omes,
'he former places the cnus of
proof on change, the latter on
tradition. And now they are
to have a joint seminarg', Can
a joint movement be far
behind ? [ think not, and I can
anticipate its character. Unions
between  conservatives and
radicals tend to be like the
union between Red Riding
Hood's grandmother and the
wolf. =

* * *

yllabus of the

o Jewish Religious Edu-
uhon, said Mr, 8. 8, n, the
chairman, at the annual prize

London

§Jving stems from “ Moses and

Moses has been charged in his
time with mmi things and it
seems a little hard to burden
him also with the syllabus of
the London Board. Yet if what
Mr. Levin says is true it may
explain why Moses tarried so
long on the mountain top. He
was probably trying to urge a
more practical course but with-

same audience in much the same
numbers, only looking four
years older. Today there are still
mothers who can explain the
meaning of the lines to their
daughters. The quality of the
acting is such that the words are
sometimes superfluous, but in
anotker decaﬂfh or two the
e

a5 at

the recent International Theatre

Festival in I.onanrla’ will have to
it

out success. ‘Mr. Levin re
no less obdurate, but it is one
thing to have a majority on the
Board and another to find the
right way to teach our children
to be Jews.

* * *

It may at first sight seem
surprising that Poland, which
now has only about 25 000 Jews,
should have the unl'{ permanent
Yiddish theatre in the Diaspora,
and perhaps in the world, for
lhe iddish theatre in Israel

does not show much signs of
life. It should be remembered,
however, that Yiddish
sole manifestation of Jewish-
ness encouraged in a Communist
counl;y and Jews from all over
Foland crowd tc it as pilgrims
used to crowd to the Wailing
Wall, as the last remnanl of a
mugnificent culture. “ When we
cowe to a town," Mme Kaminska
told me dur:n her last visit to

taln, "It more than an
artistic evenl. it is a deeply
emotional occasion.

The visits of the group Lo this
country are also emotional occa-
sions, with something of the
ll.muphm of a family reunion.
I saw them first in 1957, then
again in 1961, It was much the

LETTER FROM ROME

HE town of Trenot in norlh
tern Italy is uat
I eastern ltaly Pﬂ'g:‘*uh

1475. hm:hurch T
and St. Paul the child * vietim
is venerated as a saint.

Guides still sbw to visitors the
mummified body of the child * vie-
tim,” SL Simon, in n glass case;
a ﬁ{teentb—eentnry wooden sculp-
ture de’pwhng group of Jews in
the act of " rn\:.nlhr killing the
child " ; and stained-glass windows
with the same theme, put l'? only
ter years ago. g town's art
gallery shows paintings of the

m:\'e sﬁm booklet relallng
the * martyrdom " Is sold in the
church and in_the town, Wrillen
by a priest, Giovanni Panizzs, it
was puhlisha in 1855 with the
am:uon of the Catholie authori-

The ‘booklet says that in 1475
uwe Jeus of Trent, who lived in a
ghetto 3
lated hmatnueall:h by gury 4o
operaling gami
the eve of Good Friday of that
year, Simon, the threeyear-old
child of a tanner, was “ kidnapped
by the Jewish wolves”

Myth disproved

Six pages follow. in which the
Jews are said to have tortured the
child, who eventually died. and it
was stated that the Jews celebrated
Nisan 15 in “a particularly hap y

because tl\ey had been al
use the blood of a Chnm-n

rh Id."

The booklet then tells of the
tr:l * confession * and execution
of most of the town's Jews the
expulsion of the rest and the con-
fiscation of their property.

Historical documents exist, how-
ever. to disprove this fantastic

mvth. Thev state that on March
23. 1475, the child of a Christian
cobbler disappeared. His body
was later found in 2 stream pear
the house of a Jew and this was
enough to accuse all the town's
Jews of ritual homicide. They
were tortured until they *con
fessed " and were then executed.

Well grounded doubts of the
legitimacy of the “ trial.” however,
induced Pope Sixtus 1V to open
an inquiry.

His envoy. who was accused by
the hishop oand masistrates of
Trent of having been bribed by the
Jews, returned 1o Rome with the

Wooden M:Illplll‘! of the “ ritual munrder of S5t Simon ™
Church of St. Peter and St. Paul

finding that the Jews were inno-

cent and that the people guilty of
crime were (wo ristians
named Sweyrer and Anzelino.

Ameclino was tried in Rome and
led.

gao!

Five years later, in 1480, the
people ot Trent received the right
1o venerate Simon as a saint They

claimed that the dead :m]d was
gcr(ormln; miracles

ixtus TV granted their raquesl.

Then. in 1782 the Sacred Con-

tien of Rites proclaimed
imon as patron of Trent and
established his feast day om the
third Sunday after Easter.

Every year a ion led by
the bishop goes tﬁm;h the streets
of the town exhibiting the body of
Simon and the instruments with
which he was said to have been
tortured by the Jews, Children
take part in the procession.

Italian Jows have tried for a long
time to end this hate-producing
myth, but disercet imquiries from

aum (v (54

be

This time the plays are all remi-
niscent of the East European
Jewry of the past. They will
awaken nostalgia in many of
us heightened the e\rocatu.e
nature of the “Yiddish wort

1h the community will Al
the Scala Theatre for every per-
formance for the next three
weeks.

* * *

ael musl be the unIy

untry in the world with
hortage of tailors and a surplus
of doctors. One reasonm, I sup-
pose, is that while tailors oflen
urge their sons to be doctors, I
know of no doctor who has ever
urged his son to haﬁa tall\‘.;.l'
Ti may change. visit to

ta.l.Fn’} can now be more expen-
sive than one to a doctor.
remember once coming upon a
doctor in Israel who was tryinj
to mend his own suit. “ It isn
difficult,” he said. * You_ pick

up a bit of shtclung and nmin;
in medicine.
afford a tailor.”
the injunction:
mend thyself.”

Ben Azai

Besides, I can't
Hence, perhaps,
* Physician,

in the Treat

Jocal Catholic zuthorities have
indicated that no bishop, however
progressive, is prepared o
renounce a local saint
representations  for  the
removal of the paintings irom the
town's art the superinten-
dent replied that this was not pos-
sible, because they wers the work
of a wellknown local artist.
Approaches to the Vatican have
met with the A dz‘};;l: it is
virtually impossible, an re are
no precedents for Teversing or
odi.{ymgs“pmjamanon of a saint
by Congregation of
mtn»?m It
one svenoe seems Open.
is for the Vatican to instruct the
Bishop of Trest to remove the
sculpture and stained-glass win-
dows, to withdraw the book and to
stop_the flnda giving the present
version of the “ martyrdom " of St,
Simon. ]tzlnn Jews are trying to

obtain this
Tuiha Zevi
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BONN, July 20—A nation
still not at peace with its con-
| science paid tribute today to a
lgmup of German consplrators

who tried to kill Hitler 20
yea.rs ago.

st Germans

Pay Tribute to Anti-Hitler Plotters of 1944

| West Germany's palitical and
on July 20, 1944, to assassinate

dition of a non-Naz
Germany.”

live for that other Germany,
Julius Cardinal

lin.
The Eva.ngehcal Bishop of

at another memorial service
that the July 20 plotters acted

™| chain of .inhumanity and guilt”
lof the Nazi regime could be
broken “only if someone had
the courage to take new guilt
upon himself.”

Bishop Lilje, himself a par-
|ticipant in the anti-Hitler re-
i%;im Memorial Church in Ber-

religious leaders united in hon-|j
oring the nien who attempted|:

the. Nazi dictator as martyrs|@

Dipfner said|j
at a requiem mass n West Ber-

Hanover, Dr. Hanns Lilje, said|8

| | because they believed that “‘the|§

{sistance, spoke at Kaiser Wil-

“The martyrs for the other|@#
Germany died that we mighli

In Bonn, Chancellor Ludwig

former Chancellor
Adenauer and Gen. Heinz Tret-|
tner, chief of the armed forces,|
iplaced wreaths at a memorial

e

L'auee I"rl.-u Jl!-l!'ﬂltlmi mm@no to

Chncelior Ludwig Erhard of West Ge:ma.uy supervises placing of wreath at monument
in Bonn memorializing those participating in unsuccessful a.ttempt to overthrow Hitler.

and “their consequences,” he ad-
ded. “Along with the rights that
the soldier as a citizen in uni-
form enjoys, he remains bound
to his duties as a citizen with
all the comsequences of per-|
sonal co-responsibility.” |

Mr. von Hassel also offered|
reassurance to the many Ger-|
man soldiers who did not take|
part in the conspiracy against
Hitler.

“July 20 as an act canmot|
be typical for the general
situation of the soldier in that
time, he said. “The great ma-
jority of soldiers then incurred
no guilt. They served Ger-
many, which they believed to
have been attacked, at the risk
of their lives.”

“They bled and died for the
fatherland,” he added, “No one
can detract from the honor of
jthat German combat soldier1
who was mnot guilty of any
crime.” |

Mail Theft Sentences Upheld|

LONDON, July 20 (Reuters)
—The House of Lords upheld to-
jday the sentences of three men
{convicted of conspiring to ob-
struct justice in Britain's §7
million mail train robbery last|
|August. The three were Brian'
|Field, 20 years old; Leonard
|Field, 31, and John Wheater, 41.
The Fields, who are not related,
had had their sentences reduced
on appeal to five years. Whea-
ter's sentence was three years.

'at Bonn Universary.

Many other memorial cere-
monies were held throughout
the country on the anniversary
of the ettempt of an army of-
ficer, Count Claus von Stauf-
fenberg, to kill Hitler at his
East Pryssia headquarters with
a satchel bomb.

The bomb expladed but Hit-
ler was only slightly injured.
A  belated move to carry
through the anti-Nazi coup de-
tat was quickly crushed.

Two hundred participants in
the plot were later executed and
5,000 moie-persons suspected of
resistance activity were |
'liquidated before the war ended
110 months later,

The Fedral Post Office issued
a new series of stamps today
.bearmg the portraits of eight
| martyred resistance leaders.
| They included three army of-

churchman and a Munich Uni-
versity student, Sophie Scholl.

At the former army head-
guarters on the Bendlerstrasse
in Berlin, the command post of
the conspirators, the “Hilfs-
werk July 20, a welfare or-
ganiztion, was founded. Eugen
Gerstenmaler, Presldent of the
Parliament whe was another|,
survivor of the German resist-
ance, sald that it was a mis-
take to assume that moves|
against Hitler began only when

it had become clear the war

was lost.

“The truth about the German
resistance begins with the rec-
ognition that the National .So-

dressed themselves to a present
problem of internal division
within West Germany on the
issue raised by Colonel Stauf-
fenberg and his fellow-conspir-
ators.

Many West Germans remain
troubled by the moral issue of
rising against a national leader
in time of war. The problem
is particularly acute among
military officers, some of whom
were torn two decades ago be-
tween fidelity to their oath of
allegiance and disapproval of
Hitler's acts,

In a recent opinion poll only
19 per cent of the adults ques-

Liuned said they favored making

In an anniversary statement
to members of the new Ger-
man armed forces, Defense Min-
ister Kai-Uwe wvon Hassel de-
clared that Colonel Stauffenberg

and his fellow officers stood as|
models for the German soldier.|

“Conscience must stand over'

command, and the rejection of
senseless, impossible or illegal
orders belong to the good Ger-
man soldierly tradition,” Mr.
von Hassel gaid.

“Every individual soldier car-
ries responsibility for his acts
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clalists never succebded in
bringing the whole "German
people togelher,” Dr. Gersten-
maier said.

| ficers, three politicians, one

Other official speakers ad-

|| e—
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

October l, 1963

TO: Foreign Affairs Committee -
FROM: Harris Berlack, Chairman

RE: ~ The Vicar

The attached report on the play Der Stellvertreter

(variously translated as The Vicar, The Deputy, or The Repre-

sentative) was prepared by staff and representatives of the
American Jewisn Committee in Germany, France and the

Units@ States.

In light of current world-wide reactions to the play,
and the question of Papal interventlon on btehalf of Jews in , | -
World War II, I am sure you will find the report significant |
and timely. Should a production of the play be mounted in
the United States, as is proposed, I hope this document will

prove useful,

<

Best wilshes,
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DER STELLV=RTRETER

On February 20th 1963 a play opened in West Berlin which
created an imnmediate sensation, and begen a controversy that
has spread to many lands and can be expected to continue -=-
perhaps even in exacerbated form--for somes time to come,

The play is Der Stellvertreter (The Deputy, or The Vicar)
by a previously unknown playwright, Rolf Hochhuth, oput on oy
the veteran producer Erwin Piscator., The reason for the histor-
ical ard emotional disputes aroused? The play presents a searing,
dramatic condemnation of Pope Pius XII because he failed to take
a vigorous public stand against the persecutlon and murder of
the Jews during the Nazi erea,

The play claims to be essentlally correct from an historical
proint of view. ;

Theaters in Austria, Switzerland, Holland, Creat Britain and
Scandinavia have announced their intention to produce the play.
The film rights have been sold to French producer de Beauregard.
In book form the play, accompanied by pages of historical docu-
mentation and material cited by Hochhuth in supnort of the play's
thesis, has proved to be as immediate a2 success as in Germany.
Six weeks after its aspearance it had tecome the number one West
German bestseller., FEnglish translations have been ordered by
the Grove Press in the United States and by Methuen in England.

An Itelian edition is being prepared by #“ondadori. <Certainly, _ ;
as both book and play appesr in different countries one can ex-

pect the same kind of disputes and arguments that have already
taken place in West Germany. There have a2lready been answering
reactions to the play, not only in that country tut from the
official Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano. The new Pope,
Paul VI, replied to the play in an article written a few days
before his election, and reprinted by Osservatore Romano in the
special issue devoted to the new Pope's coronation.

THE PLOT

'~ The hero of The Devuty is a Jesuit priest, Father Riccardo
Fontana, Father Riccardo, aware of what is happening to the Jews
under Nazism, strives desnerately to arouse the Catholic hierachy.
He pleads his case for open action by the Church before the Pope
himself, Clearly, according to the play, "His Holiness has known
for weelks what the SS had in store for the Jews," In Father
Riccardo's view the deputy of Christ who has such knowledge

"yet keeps silent for reasons of state, Who snends even a single
day making up his mind, such a “ope is a criminal. In a key
scene in Act IV of the olay, where the Pope and Riccardo confront
each other, and while the latter describes Vazi horrors and
pleads for the Jews, Pope Pius havnens to dirty his hands with
ink vhile signing correspondence, The Pope raises his hands
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"in a hurt and accusing manner, like a wound," reads Hochhuth's
detailed stage instructions. This obviously represents one of
the keys to ~ope Pius! nersonality for playwright Hochhuth who,
in stage instructions, refers to the Pope's custom of always
washing and disinfecting his hands after contact with visitors
(as reported by his personal physician, Galliazi-Lisi), In such
fashion Pius is portrayed as a cold personality without human
contact, moved primarily by diplomatic calculations and reasons
of State, .

e

Contrasted with this is the personality.of Riccardo. Having
failed in his mission to rouse the hierarchy, as he considers a
true Christian should he places the Jewish star on his robe and
voluntarily accompvanies a transport of Roman Jews to Auschwitz,
where he is k%illed bty an SS bullet, On the one hand then, in
Hochhuth's play, there is the Pope, Christ's deputy on earth--
but one who fails to fulfill his destiny. On the other hand,
there is Riccardo. the humble individual priest who chooses to
be crucified, to die in Auschwitz, even though he cannot be sure
that his sacrifice will not be in vain,

Parallel to Riccardo, as one of the heroes of the play, 1s
SS Obersturmfuhrer Kurt Gerstein, Actually, it might be pointed
out, the theme of Hochimth's tragedy was never intended to center
around the Pope's perscnality and actions (even if this is what
has aroused the controvsrsy) but deals essentially with the
strugglas of Riccardo and Gerstein. The latter, a staunch Prot-
estant and member of the Betenutniskirche in real life, entered
the SS as a hygiene expert., Here he actually played a double
role; for he sabotaced Nazi efforts and worked for religicus re-
sistance movements at great personal risk. When, in 1942, he }
witnessed the exterminations at Lublin, he informed the Swedish -
authorities as well as the German Protestant Bishop Otto Dibelius
and the Catholic Honce in Berlin.

Counterfoils in the play to the hero-figures are Baron Rutta,
a Nazi economic lesader and industrialist, who i1s a conscious par-
ticipant in the crimes, and Der Doltor, a character who combines
- features of the notorious Dr, lMengele, the Nazi medical sadist,
and Reich Propaganda Minister Goebbels, lMengele was the "demonic
angel” of Auschwitz whose fine, sensitive loo”s won the confidence
of women and whose apparent kindness put at ease the children he
used for experiments, The "Doktor," li%e Gerstein, is a high-
strung intellectual, but differs from the latter in that he has
no humanity or faith, Finally, apart from some minor characters,
there are the victims: Dr., Lothar Luccani, a Jewish convert to
Catholicism, his old father and his family, including three small
- children, All are deported to Auschwitz from "the very front
step of the Pope's residence," with the exception of the youngest
c¢hild who is saved by an Italian woman,
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_ In playwright Hochhuth's view, therefore, the Pope truly
failed in fulfilling his task of Christ's vicar on earth, Hoch=-
huth admits that the Pope was faced with a terrible problem:

What could he do? What would have been the effects if the

Pope had protested coenly against Nazi crimes? What would have
happened to the Church as a whole, to the members of the Church
most directly concerned (that is, those in Nazi-dominated lands)
and with regard even to ?ius' and the Vatican's own safety - es-
pecially after the city of Rome came under direct German jurisdic-
tion? Hochhuth's essential thesis i1s that the Pope was too con=-
scious of non-humane reasons, that he was moved more by such con-
sideravions as:

The idea that Nazism wes preferable to Communism,
and Hitler an ally against Soviet Russiaj

Concern for the over-all strategic position of the
Catholiec Church, which led him to leave anti-Nazi
priests to their. fatej

Church economic needs and versonal affiliations
with German big industry which was on Hitler's side.

The Pope, according to Hochhuth, did not even have any pangs
of conscience; there was no "heroic" or "tragic" decision by Pius
as Church officials t~Jlay assert, but pure indifference.. Hoch-
nuth hlisell swwiusd us the essencs of his argument in cnc ccnt=
ence in an article in Die Welt, in the course of polemics around
the play:

"The fact remains: if one takes one's religion seriously,
if one measures the sincerity of the Church by the claims
it makes, the silence of the Pope was a crime," .

THE DISCUSSION

Obviously, discussion about such a play has a special impact
and significance in Germany that it cannot have in any other land,
Nonetheless, many points raised in Germany can be expected to
arise in other countries as well, attendant upon the play's pro=-
duction, What have been sone of the main arguments and reactions?
Two of these arguments can be dealt with in fairly summary fashion.

AD HOMIVEM ARGUIENT

The first is an ad hominem argument., Playwright Hochhuth and
producer Piscator are both Protestants., (The latter was persecuted
by the ¥azis for his "Jewish decomposing intellectualism,” although
the son of a Protestant riinister and of purely "Arvan" descent.)
Ergo, some opvonents imnly, they are anti-Catholic. There is, of
course, quite a history in Germany of antipathy between Catholics
and Protestants, expressed volitically and socially. There seems,
however, little sclid ground for such an ad hominem charge. True,
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the play 1is a condernation of the Pope--but its major hero, Father
Riccardo, is a Catholic. Nor does Hochhuth attack the Papacy as
an institution. Following the death of Pope John XAIII he wrote

an obituary for West Germany's leading weeitly magazine, Der Soviegel,

expressing his view that Pope John represented precisely the kind
of warm-hearted man who would not have kept silent., Piscator has
given as his reason for presenting the play that it is a literary
masterplece, going far more deeply than previous plays and liter-
ary productions into Germany's "unresolved past." There is, given
his past, no reason to.believe that he acted from any other motive,
Plscator, it must be remembered, is an avant-garde vproducer re-
nowneda since the Weimar period of the Twentles. when the German
theatre reached its peak as a medium of social criticism, He was,
incidentally, a key figure in producing. the play and the book,
Since the publishing house which originally had a contract with
Hochhuth, Ruetten Loening Verlag (a subsidiary of the major West
German firm of Bertelsmann), decided against publication of the
play; it was primarily through Piscator that another publisher

was found and the vlay put on,

The Play's Artistic lMerit

A second argument centers on the artistic merits of the play.
Sharing Piscator's opinion is the Director of the Fraunkfurt Thea-
-ter, Harry Buckwitz, who called the play a "masterpiecze" and the

N m & gifth w oxrlr of a young Carman antheor ta bha fourd fndnv-"

On the other hand, another producer, August Zverding of the Muanich
Theater, asserted that the play violates the rules for tragedy

and that the subject has not been mastered, despite some impress-
ive scenes. Similarly, Bochum stage director Hans Schalla termed
the play not successful, artistically, and its verses bad and
utterly senseless, Der Spiegel described the piece as "no worse
than any other Cerman play by a new author,"

Certainly, few plays have been this long. Had it been pro-
duced in full, it would have taken some seven hcurs; Piscator
cut it in half, Comments AJC's correspondent in Western Germany:
"What Hochhuth has tried to do is to throw light on the whole
comnlex, on the entire machinery, of persecutlon in relation to
the characters of those actively, semi-actively or passively in-
volved, Such an aporoach maikes all cheap sentiment impossible,
At the same time, it is a source of wealkness, for the task is
much too big for any author: the happenings so horrifying, the
characterizations so complicated; that the work seems to me to
be a series of fragments and not an entity, It is for this reason
that the play, according to traditional standards, cannot be
called a complete work of art., Yet it is this same fragmentary
character, evidencing the author's earnestness and nassionate
ldentification with the subject, that gives the play so much of
its strangth."
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"Basically," goes on AJC's corresvondent, "there is a kind
of helplessness in Hochhuth'!s play, a constant return to the point
" of origin, Why did it happen? How could it happen? -~ and it 1s
this constant return to the source, as if Hockhhuth were struggling
"to throw off some dark burden, that makes for fragmentation, for
the fact that we do not have here the usual drama with a beginn-
ing, a development and a conclusion,

"Perhaps in our time such is the only form in which this trag-
edy can be written,"

THE CONTRCVERSY

| The ad hominem arguments and those about the play's aesthetic
value as a work of art are, however, largely irrelevant to the

heart of the real controversy. There are really two parts to this .

fundamental discussion: How accurate is Hochhuth's history and
evaluation of the Pope's personality? Could or should the Pope
have macde a choice other than the one he did--snould he have come
out and made a vigorous public denunciation of the Nazi mrurder
of Jews? :

How Historically Accurate?

At the opening of the play the Berlin Diocese distributed a
fly-sheet concerning Pupe Pius'! attitude towsrd the persecution
of Jews bv the Nazis. Included were statements mads shortly after
the end of World “Yar II by Elio Toaff, Chief Rabbi of Rome, by
World Jewish Congress Presicent Nahum Goldman and by (former)
Nuremberg Yar Crimes Prosecutor Robert FKempner, expressing grati-
tude for the Pope'!s aid.

On March 7, 1963, the German Bishops' Conference declared
the play "disgraceful," especlally in view of the fact that Pope
Pius XII had done a great deal (1) to avoid the outbreak of war,
and, during the war (2) had done much to vrevent the flow of blood
among the peoples of the earth, especially in the extermination
of peoples and nations,” The Conference stressed that "le German
Bishops remember with respect and gratitude the Holy Father,"” who
had shown special concern and affection for the German people,
before, during and immediately after the war, ~

- The General Vicar of the Berlin Diocese, Prelate Adolph, pub-
lished a letter in which Pius XII in April 1943 wrote to the Bishop
of Berlin, Graf von Preysing that he, Pius,was leaving it to the
Judgment of the bishops as to whether or not they wanted to risk
reprisals through public proclamations or to hold back, "This is
one of the reasons why we ourselves are limiting ourselves, The
experiences which we had in the year 1942 with Papal documents
freed for transmission to the falthful justifies our attitude, as
far as we can see," This letter, Hochhuth today admits, was not
known to him; and it seems to prove that the Pope was not as "in-
different" as depicted in the play,
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Hochhuth's central fact--that Pope Fius never made any pub-
lic denunciation of Nazi crimes specifically as they affected
Jews--is not denied by anyone, According to the Pope's Personal
Secretary, Father Robert Leiber, in an article in the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung of March 27, 1963 "Fius could only protest in
general statements: and never specifically for Jews because so
much injustice and cruelty was perpetrated on all sides." Sim-
1larly, the COsservatore Romano of April 5th, in a lengthy article
devoted to the play, asserts that the basis of discussion is wrong
and that one cannot simply discuss "The Pope and the Jews" but
must deal with the broad subject "The Pope and the Victims of
Nazism" if matters are to be seen in perspective., The paper states.
that Jews were the "first and most numerous,..victims of the Nazi
weltanschauung, but they were not the only ones to be offered to
the holocaust of genocide and the Nazi moloch, The reverant
. thoughts of the world go without distinction to all the millions

of internees and dead,.."

Tn his historilcal appendix Hochhuth makes mention of general
Papal acts re Hazism, There is a description of Pope Pius XI's
encyciical of 1937 "In Burning Concern," said to be authored by
Pius AII while he was Vatican Secretary of State, and denouncing
Nazi crimes., He includes, too, Pius XII's Christmas speech of
1942, and the Pope's declaration in the Osservatore Romano of
October 25, 1943 that his "fatherly charity concerns all auman
beings regardless of ationality and race." Further, Hochhuth
describes the faect theot Pinsg XTT ordered the hiding of several
thousand Jews in monasteries., Hochhuth charges, however, that
all these arnouncements by the Pope were mild, general, and ;
couched in verbal diplomacy; that Pius did nothing officially to ; r
prevent the deportations in Rome in 1943, unless secret archives ‘ :
should prove otherwise, Hochhuth has stated that he was not able
to view Vatican archives or interview high-ranking dignataries,

-'Fl"_fl‘!-.‘ L

The Osservatore Romano article (April 5) pointed out that
at the time the Germans were rounding up Jews in Rome, the Pope
had made it known that Catholic institutions could and should
welcome Jews; and that 3,767 were so sheltered till the end of
the German occupation, plus another 680 for shorter periods, not
“including those given shelter in the Vatican itself,

Father Leiber, in his article in the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung, declares that Hochhuth's sources must be questioned since
he had no admission to the Vatican archives. He reports on the
snecial section of the Papal Information Office which "searched
for Jews" and describes collaboration between the Papal welfare
organization San Raphael, headed by Father Anton Yeber, and the
Jewish organization Delacem, which worked especially for emigra-
tion, and stresses aid given personally to Jews in Rome by Pilus,
Leiber estimates the financial Panal contribution for Jews at
about 25 billion lire or l million dollars, Father Leiber con-
ceded Hochhuth's .charge that Pope Pius found Nazism preferable
to Communism and that Pius, "viewing broader perspectives," did
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see more danger in Stalin's Comaunism than Hitler's Nazism; but he

denies that the Pope saw a "Crusacde in Hitler's war against Russia.’

Maintenance of the Concordat concluded tetween the Vatican
and the Hitler regime in the swamer ol 1933 is another subject
raised in discussion around the play; and indeed has teen an
issue hotly debated amiong German historians for some time. This
Concordat creatced a "modus vivendi" between the Vatican and Hitler
whereby the Church relinguished 21l pclitical claims and which
resulted in the dissolution of the Catholic Center Party, Hitler,
on the other haind, promised the Church sovereignty in the religi-
ous spkere and in its religicus schools. Hcchhuth'!s claim is
that tke Concordat was mainly the work of Pius, at the time he
was llonce in Berlin, and that he was anxious to save it even
after Hitler's crimes became known to the world. Catholic his-

- torians such as Friedrich Heer in Viernna, he points out, have
declared that in maintaining the Concordat "Fius made a terribly
wrong éacision," Heer asserts that the Pope and many Cardinals
uncon501ously mcre than consclously saw in divler's wer against
Russiz a pessible liberation from uomrunlsn." Heer asserts fur-
ther that the problems presented in the '‘play were put to him in
Rome, in 1GL5, by Catholic priests, in much the same perspective
as the nlay. According to Heer, they usually added that under
Pius XII's predecessor, Pius XI, "thls attitude would not have
" been possible."

Rislzs to the Vatican

A good deal of controversy focuses on the possible risks to
the Vatican itself if the Pone had come out with an open statement
concerning Jews, particularly at a time when Rome was in the
hands of the Germans., In.a letter to Die lelt, Albrecht von Kas-
"sel--vho at the time of the Nazi oc“upatﬁon of Rome belonged to
the staff ¢f the CGerman Ambassader to the Vatican, and who him- -
self is mentioned in the play--insists that

"Finally all of us--that is to say-a’l members of the
German Embassy at the Vatican--agreed on one point. No

~ matter what our other differences may have been, we were

.~ convinced that a fiery nrotest by Pius XII against the
persecution of the Jews would in all probability put both
the Pope himself and the Curia in the greatest. danger, and
at that late date--namely in the fall of 19L43--would not
have saved the life of a single Jew., Hitler, like a _
trapped beast would react to any menace that he felt di-
rected at him with proportionate violence."

«eoIt must be reasserted that Hitler, like a beast of
vrey. pursued by 2 nack of hunters--in this instance the
Allies--was capable of absclutely any hysterical or crim-
inal act. The idea of taking the °ope prisoner and trans-
porting him to the Grossdautschen Reich (Greater Germany),
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had entered into his calculations from September 1943 until
"the Allied armies reached Rome in June 19ﬁh. We had speci-
fic information that if the Pope had resisted there was the
possibility that he wculd bte "shot while attempting to escape,”

Hochhuth, in answer to this, wrote in Die Welt: "It is imposs-
ible to assume--and no one in the Vatican did, either in 1943 or
in 1959-~that Hitler would have made a 'martyr'! of the Pope. And
it is totally untrue that a 'fiery protest' by the Pope, in Mr,
von Kessel's words, 'would not have saved the life oI a single Jew.
Hochhutia goes on to cite examples--all of which had been already
quoted in his appendix and each taken from a different year--which
he says show that Papal help could have been given without danger.
Hochhuth mentions that when the Papal Nuncio in Bratislava found
out about the gas chamber deaths of Jewish deportees near Lublin,
in 1942, he requested an investigation; deportations were halted
for two years. The playwright further asserts that, "even in 194}, whe
the Pope was under Allied protection" and after Jewish deportations
had started in Hungary and the Papal Nuncio there had called atten-
tion to the "meaning of this action," still Pius did nothing. Von
Kassel's version, dochhuth goes on, is flatly contradicted "by all
availatle German documents: the Goebbels diaries, the von Weisz-

. sackers memoires and even by the report of Father Leiber on the
German occupation of Rome..." - '

n

. Historian Alexander Ruestow took a similar position to that
of Hochhuth, asserting in a letter to the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung of May 1A, that the Chureh hed plenty of diplematic evper-
ience so as to be able to protest without great practical danger
to itself. '

The Effect of Papal Interven:ticn; Pope Pius XII:

Should Pius XII have acted differently?

_ To Hochhuth's "Yes" there comes from Catholic circles a vig-
orous "No," For, they say, such action would have had no effect
on Hitler and might have had even further harmful effect on Jews,

. For example, Jesult Father Oskar Simmel declared that Pilus
chose "that which probably was the lesser evil."..."He had to
think of the many Jews who still could be aided quietly through
his embassies, through priests, members of the orders and many
other people, regardless of faith and nationality." The effect
of a public protest might have been to "cut off once and for all .
every ald," Hitler, Simmel said, would only have utilized a pro=-
test "to place the Catholic Church on the side of the Allies in
the eyes of the German people," '

Others, in discussing the Pope's inaction, refer to the ex-
ample of Dutch bishops who in 1942 publicly protested against the
persecutions with the result that converted Jews, up to then ex-
c;uded from the deportations, were also sent to extermination camps,

# German Ambassador to the Holy See during th: war years
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Father Leiber, in his articls, pointed out that the Pope's
position was very similar to that of the Internaticnal Red Cross.,
The Red Cross had to decide at one point whether to make an offilcial
protest against Nazi crimes against Jews, but did not do so because
it feared that Hitler would break the Geneva Treaty and stop all Red
Cross work,

Historian Hans Buchheim, in a discussion about the play at
the Katholische Akedemie, Munich, declared that the Church could
not hav2> protested successfully about Jews (as ‘it had in the c¢ase
of the mentally ill) because anti-Semitism was central to Nazi
ideoclosy and the Nazils would not have retreated so easily.

Protestant Bishop Otto Dibelius, in a statement in the
Sonntagzblatt attacked Hochhuth's play as "a highly naive manner
to writs hlstorv. It is utterly unreasonable to say that "Pope
Pius 211 --and he alone--is guilty that millions of Jews died,"
said DiLelius, who stressed that Protestant and Catholic Christlansl
alike tiried "to the utmost, in observance of legitimate clerical
rights, to aid ministers and practising Christians in the concen-
tration camps.,”" Both behind the scenes and publicly Christians
condemned the killing of the mentally 111 and resisted the exterm-
ination of the Jews, the Bishop asserted, "If Pone Fius X1l felt
that he had to keen silsnt about horrible things for the sske of
his Church, and because he would have done more harm than given
aid, it may be vainfully regretted. But guilt? Who was guilty in
tnls case? Was il nol muchi more LluvsSe greau puwers wio sumebincs
mentioned these things, but never pursued them? Was it not the
neutral powers who kept silent even though we asked them--asked
them urgently--to speak up?"

(Rishop Dibelius, it should be noted, was himself very much
in a gosition similer to Pius X11l, and reacted very rmch like the
Pope. ' :

Rovert Xempner, a Deputy Prosecutor at ths post-war NUrewherg
Trials, also took the view that "a propagandistic stand of the
Church against Hitler's Reich would have been to provoke suicide,
to cause the murder of more priests and Jews."

And here 1s how Cardinal Montini--now Pone Paul Vl--put the
situation in a letter to The Tsblet (Great Britian)June 29, 1963:

“As for his omitting to take up a position of violent opoos-
ition to Eitler in order to save the lives of those millions
of Jews slaughtered by the Nazis, this will be readily under=-
stood by anyone who avolds Hochhuth's mistake of trying to
assess what could have been effectively and responsibly done .

then, in those appalling conditions of war and Nazi oporession,

by the standard of what would be feasible in ncrmal conditions
--or in some hypothetical conditions arbitrarily invented by

a young playwright's imagination, An attitude of protest and
condemnation such as this young man blames the Pope for not
having adopted would have been not only futile but harmful:
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that is the long and short of the matter. The thesis of

Der Stellvertreter Dbetrays an insdequatz grasp of psycholog-
ical, political and historical realities. But then the author
was concerned above all to write an interesting play.

"Let us suppose that Pius X11 had done what Hochhuth blames
him for not doing. His action would have led to such re-
prisals and devastations that Hochhuth himself, the war being
over and he now possessed of a better historical, political
arid moral judgment, would have been able to write another

- pley, far more realistic and far more interesting than the one

that he hax in fact so cleverly but also ineptly put together:
a play, that is, about the Stellvertrster who, through pol-
itical exhibitionism or psychological myopia, would have been
. gullty of unleasning on the already tormented world still
greater calamities involving innumerable innocent victims,

let elone himself." :
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It is Hochhuth's description of the Pope's personality that
has aroused, among leading Catholics and former collaborators of

the Pope, a good deal of the storm, Paul V1 continued in his letter:

", ..the nature it3elf of my work as 'Sostituto! in the
Secretariat of State, gave me access to the mind, and I would
add, to the heart of this great Pope. The image of Pius X1l
which Hochhuth presents, or-is said to present, is a false one.
For example, it is utterly false to tax Pius with cowardice:
both his natural temperament and the consciousness that he had
of the authority and the mission entrusted to him speak clear-
ly against such an accusation., I could cite a host of parti-
.cular facts to drive this point home, facts that would prove
that the frail and gentle exterior of Pius X11, and the sus-
tained refinement end mcderation of his language, concealed--
if they did not, rather, reveal--a noble and virile character
capable of taking very firm decisions ané of adopting, fear-
lessly, positions that entalled consideratle risk. '

"Nor is it true that he was a heartless solitary. On the con-
"“trary, he was a man of exquisite sensibility and the most
delicate human sympathies. True, he did love solitude: his
richly cultivated mind, his unusual capacity for thought and
study led him to avoid all useless distractions, every un-
necessary relaxation; but he wes quite the reverse of a man
shut away from life and indifferent to pecple and events
around him, Rather, it was his constant desire to be 'informed
of everything., He wished to enter fully into the history of
his own afflicted time: with a2 deep sense that he himself was
a part of that history, he wished to participate fully in 1t,"
to share its sufferings in his own heart and soul."

At the end of March, Father Hans Mueller preached against.

Hochhuth's play before 5,000 West Berlin Catholics, referring to
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the work 28 blasphemous and calling upon all Catholices to fi~ht

against the defamation of the Pope. On the site of the Dachau

concentration camp, on April 29, Bishop Johannes Neuhaesler,

himself a victim of Nazism, defended Pius X11. The Bishop had

known him personally and had been deeply moved by how Pacelll,

then Nonce in Berlin, had struggled with his conscience over the _
question of the Concordat with Eitler, The Vatican Embassy in ooy
Bonn coasidered legal action against Hochhuth for blasphemy and
defamation of the dead, but later decided against the move, In &

discussion at the Katholische Akademie-~-in which a Protestant, a

Catholic and a Jenr participated--it was generally agreed that

there was no decisive protest on the part of the Pope; but that

the figure of the Pope had been drawn too one-sidedly by Hochhuth.

Propst Heinrich Grueber, who was active in helping Jews in
Berlin, cnd who was himself imprisoned in concentration camps from
1941-5, wrote on Hochhuth's behalf in the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung (March 27) that, in the Hitler period, tae only decisive
stand was to "speak loudly," and that all indirect or secretive
‘proclamations were insufficient, if not cowardly. Grueber was
careful to stress that Protestant Christians had failed just as
.much as Catholics, and “hat he did not want to condemn "the other .
religion.," It is possible, Grueber said, that secret documents L
will one day reveal that Hochhuth's picture of the Pope 1s wrong, :
but secret documents had no effect on the Christian faithful, and
here the Pope utterly failed. Gruster rejected the argument that
a Papal protest might have c2aused still worse measures, asking:
" "™yhat could have been worse?" ‘ :

The Osservatore Romano of April Sth also took issue with
Hochhuthis picturs of the Pope as a fearful man, cut off from the
people. Said the newspaper: "Pius X11 with his protest against
the Hitlerian invasian of Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg showed - -
that he was not afraid of the concentration camp. Certainly, it &
~was not courage that he lacked. Nor was he turned from his duty o
by his vretended aristocratic aversion for the fate of the people
(even so is he described!)" goes on Osservatore Romsno indignantly.

‘Such are the main lines of this controversy. On the one side,
. the picture of the Pope drawn in Hochhuth's play as a cold, emotion-
less person, moved only by reasons of state and not by those aof
humanity, and who failed in his fundamental duty as Christ's Vicar
on earth, based on the author's reading of such public document-
‘ation as is available in the work of historians 1ike Pollakov,
Reitlinger, the memoires of German officials and published Vatican
documents. The playwright argues that the Church could have acted
without any great risk to itself, as evidenced by the fact that
certain others did so act; and that, in any event, whatever might
have been the hypothetical results of public protest by the

Pope, that at any rate he should have acted. OCn the other side,
there are Hochhuth's critics who sav he drew an unreal and false
pPicture; that, young and naive, he could not understand how
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matters really stood in those dramatic times; that the Pope

was a courageous man fully conscious oI his duby and torn by the
decisions that he had to make; that he could only act for human-
ity as a whole and not for Jews in particular if he were to play

- 'his true role; that, behind the scenes, he did help Jews as much
as possible; and that for him to have talken up the cause of the
Jews particularly in public protest would have hurt and not helpﬂd
-their ccuse,

o oAl -

Official and Popular Reaction in Germany

On May 5, answering an 1nterpellau10n of 20 Christian Dem-
ocrat deputies in thes Bundestag, Bonn < orelgn Minister Gerhard
Schroeder declared: "The Federal government is gratefully aware
that after the break-up of the National Socialist regime Pope
Pius X11i was one of the first who actively worked for a recon-
ciliation between Germany and other nations,” This fact "makes
any belittling of the memorv of the deceased Fope. especially
from the German side, particularly incomprehensible and regretful."
"The German people, " the Foreign Minister said, "has repeatedly
and unequivocally expressed before the world public that it is
fully conscious of the extent of the persecution and mass ex-

- termination of the Jews in the Third Relch, for which Germans were
responsible." Through Comestic legislation and international
treaties the German people had tried toc compensate for that part
which could be compensated, Pope Pius X11, Schroeder said, had on
varidus occasions raised his voice against racial Dersecutlon in
the Nazi period and removed nrumerous Jews from the grasp of the
persecutors,

il T - TR e f s T M S S

Putlic reaction is very difficult to evaluate. The play ran
about thirees weekXs in Berlin. It was closed by original contract
because the theater was moving to a bigger plavhouse, but was
scheduled to open again.. The theater was sold out, and tickets >
available only on the black market., While, generallv, it may be : i
said that the pnlay and the problems it pecsed once more aroused . .
German complexes, the extent of the discussion should not be taken
for depth. Press reports tried to be most ohjective., There was
considerable wrangling over "historical facts," to a voint that
sometimes the major issues becsme lost. The German radio was con-
spicuously silent on the subject; television had a one-hour show,
being very careful to give "all sides." Symptoms of anti-Cathol-
icism, quite strong in certain Protestant circles, found its ex-
pression in a numter of letters to the editor, but generally
Protestants were careful in their criticism because they did not
want to be suspect of intolerance toward the Church. There was
some aoprehension that the play, presenting issues in drastic
form, was not conducive to the develonment of good relations be-
tween the varlous religious groups.

If a general trend could be determined in Germany, it was the .
one typical for years with regard to the problems of the "unresolved

ST
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past™ to look elsewhere for someone or somsthing in order to place
responsibility for Hitler's crimes. Hochhuth was accused of thus
shifting a burden bhelonging to the German people, or to the world,
on to the shoulders of Pope Plus X1l.

L S

Jewish Feaction

In Western Germanv, neither the Central Council of Jews of Germany
nor any other official Jewish body has published any statement, to
date, reacting to the play.

An aide to Jewish community leader Heinz Galinski, H. C.
Sellentlin, wrote &n article about the play in the Allgemeine
Wochenzeitung der Juden a few days after its cpenirng. 1In this he
accusec tochhuth of partiaiity and declared that tiie documents
published by the Berlin Diocese (that is, the letters of grat-
itude from Jews 1like Nahum Goldman and Rabbi Toaff, to the Pope),
proved that the author was wrong. This article, however, was
published without the Lrowledge of Jewish officials--or rather,
before they were aware ¢f what the discussion was 2ll about.

The publisher of the Allgemeine, Karl Harx, refused to part-
fcipate in the West German telsvision program heid about the show.
Privately, the Secretary-General of the Zentralat der Juden in
Deuischland, H. G. van Dam, has sald that it was not for the Jews
to take an official stand but that he was very much for the play.

Father Leiber, in his article in the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeltung of Merch 27 quoted Jewish historian, Leon roliakov's
Breyviare ds la Haine to support his thesis that the results of a
public protest by Pius X11 would have been detrimental. In a
letter to the editor on April 11, Poliakov wrote that Leiber had
quoted him out of context, and that he had unequivocally stated
how "disconcerting and embarrassing"”" it was that the head of the
Catholic Church had never raised his voice against the crimes of
Auschwitz and Maidenec,

September 1963






