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Seprember 1, 1964

David Danxig, Msrshall Sklare, Rebbi Irviu m
Harc Tanenbaun

RE CRICAGD CMLIC-&ISI ca-nm FISRUARY 1965 -

On August 24 1 met with mgr, Gecrge amm. Director
of the Soclal Action Department of the Hatiom 1l Catholic Welfare
Confercuce at his office in Washington. You will recall that
Hagr. Hegarty, Vice-Chaucellor of Cardinsl Meyer's Chamcecy, had
suggested that it weuld be useful to imvolve Riggins in sows of
the planning for the Chicago meeting.

Ragarty had written toRiggims two deys prior to our meet-
ing aad had zegmated a list of names of potsatial iwvitecs to
the confexence. Riggins hod replied with memes. MNoat of these
people sre kmown 2o us 28 active perticipents i{un the "ecumenical
ntcuit" 1“h:.i1 Schm:'pur Jin n'au, thiu nu I‘athat Cnpiou,
ete.

Apparently Rigging had mot resd the meworandus deseribing
the purpose of the copference and thevrafore did mot proposs names
of socisl scientiits or other Cacholic specialists. After ve-
viewing in eome detail the cblectives, Higgins them proposed tbo
following nanes!

father Potvin, Catholic Unlwersity, Weebingtom, D. .
Father Jaseph Schayler,; Jms.t aliury. Shoub Oak, !.‘!.
Joim Bmim, Boston |

rather Joseph Pichter, lLoyelas 'Mmitjr. Bew dthlﬂa,u.
Father smdrev Greeley, Chicago

Father Cerard Sloymm, Catholic University. Wash., D. C.
Father Theodore Stome, Asst. Divector, CCD, Chicags

Higgins %8id be had given this further thought and weuld
propose other sames that occurred to him.
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- Iw reviewing the purposes of the conference, which he
wareiy endorsed. Biggims felt thst s useful purpose would be
served if one or two survey papers vwould be preparesd by either
& Catholic or Jewish social sciemtist, or joimtiy, surveying
what we know and what we don’t know about the resesrch in the
inter-sction between Cetholics and Jews as mtlinzd in the

' mm.

Rigging sald that thevre mIEh ;‘uﬁt usefviness in o
doing & study of the social sction of the three faith commmities ~
a deseriptive inventory of the kind and scope of social aetion
baing carried out by Catbolics, Protestasnts, and Jews:; an analysis

) &f the Iimpsct epd effectiveness of these progrsas.

Alse, Higgine ssid in passing, that Walter Reuther and the

'lm‘!-cm wers making & comcerted effort to keep slive the coalition

of religious groups and the civil rights anéd lador groups that
cooperated in support of the civil rights lsgislstion to back the
suti-poverty caspaign. He centioned that Reuther's imion !ml put

up something like a8 million énuars pilus for this purpose.

Higgies then stated that he would accept ma iavitation to

| participate im an sdvisory capacity on the Steering Commitise of

the comference, but could not plsy an active role because of his :
other heavy obligations, ineluding his being in Rome from Septesber
through ﬁam.

At the some cm, he mentioned that we should check out a
cenferance scheduled in Bew York by the Center for Democratie

- Institutions to be beld dn l'ebruury based on an examinstion of
."rm in ‘.-rerru. ;

mzm '
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August 20,
Monsignor Ceorge Higging
Director '
[lational Catholic Welfare Conference
1312 Moczachusetts Avenue, W, W.

Washingien, D. C.

T ®
Laar Coorzes

It was good épeaking with you.
to seeing you mext Monday morning.

1964 .

I look forward with pleacure

€z2 of the matters that I would like to talk to you ghout is
a propocal for a conference on Catholic-Jewish relations that we
should like to cponsor cooperatively with am appropriate Catholie

grovp in Chicagze around February 1965,

We feel that a geriocus con-

sultation that will seek to explore in depth and with genuine
competence a broad spactrum of issues that influence velationzhips
betueen our communities would bz of particular ixportance in the

wake of the Ecumenical Council.

-

I an enclosing a very rough outline of the kind of mecting
that we have in mind. I am sending it to you in cévamce ia the
hope that you might be able to find the time €o look at this Defore
we meet, Alzo enclosed is a copy of a proposal from Tather [a2ircy
Creeley to Marshall Siilare regarding a joint inter-{aith religicus
recearch project. Marshall and I feel that this is on ozcellznt
idea end cculd well be one of the importent projects that could
exerge from the consultation that we are proposing.

Ve have elready explored this consultation idea with a
"oundation waich is extrermzly interested and has already pledsod
principlez a sudstantial budget for such a conference 1f it com
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be held under the right kinds of auspices.
tlith warmest good wishes.
Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director
. Interxeligious Affairs Pepartment

YT fh
Tmal,

i

CC /\Qﬁz ; . (}7'0/-:
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Marshell Sklars

ILetter from Fr. Androw Greeley

I will bs on vacation when you return later
this week, bu% T thought thai the atiached lctier

Irom Fr. Greelay would ba of considerable inicrest

%o Tole

- I am going to bs in touck with him aboul this
matter and parhaps it wouid bo good if you tco

contactad bim later in the woeiz, especially zboul

points 2, 3, and L, 7TZou couid, of courss, 2iss

- digcuss with hin point 1 == I shall msle 2 few

suygections to him along thesgo lines.

I am sending & copy of CGreeley's lelter to

Dave Danzlg es well 50 that he may knrow about this

éevelopusnt.



w v e . hnallonal opinion research center
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
5720 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 37, lllinois :
PlLaza 2-6444 Area Code 312
Lugust 7, 1964 o : _ PETER H. ROSSI, Director

AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY

Dr. Marshal Sklare*
American Jewish Committee
165 E. 56th Street

New York, New York

Dear lMarshal:

In a conversation with Cardinal Meyer that I had yesterday I mentioned
that I felt that a climate was growing up for joint religious research across
major (Protestant=Catholic~Jewish).ecclesiastical lines. I pointed out almost
casually that I thought that one of the problems in launching such research

. was that Protestant and Jewish groups did not know who the proper authorities
were with whom to establish contact on the Catholic side of the line.

The Cardinal expressed great interest in the whole area and said im~
mediately that he felt that the proper contact would be the new Bishops
Commission on Ecumenism (of which he is the chairman). Indeed without any
prompting on my part he indicated that he would be willing personally to
suppoxt the idea of a joint research center.

As a first step he asked me to prepare a memo which he could submit to
the Commission on Joint Religious Research. I hardly need point out that if
Cardinal Meyer approves of such a memo, no one is likely to fight it.

The difficult part of the thing is that I must get this memo ready by
the end of August, so he can take it to Rome with him, since the Commission
is going to meet in Rome during the Council.

Could I, therefore, impose on you to write me a letter in which you would
address yourself to the following points:

1) Wﬁau«kznds of social research do you thlnk could be done across
eccleszastical lines? et

'2) Bow would such research be organized and financed?

.f,-
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Dr. Marshal Sklare

3) How could the Bishops Commission on Ecumenism best make known
its willingness to begin this kind of cooperation?

4) What sort of organizational structure should exist on the Catholic
side to facilitate joint research projects (I speak here of
national structure)?

I realize that these are very gemerzl questions and that I probably
know in some fashion what your answers will be; but I would like to have:
a file of letters on which to base my memo. .

I know further that I am asking a lot, but because of my time problen,
I wonder if I could have an answer in two weeks.

Cordially,
: s («L/}/\_,-_f’.-\*\.;--(—b“" /4,1_, C’}n C.
: - n——, Andrew M. Greeley
AG/so | > Senior Study Director



PROPOSAL FOR NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS

CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO

I. OBJECTIVES

In the light of changes in relationships that are developing
as a result of the ecumenical movement, our purpose is to explore
the interaction of the Catholic and Jewish communities in America
on the many levels on which this interaction takes place: As
specific religious communities, each with its traditional teachings
and religious attitudes regarding the other group; as cultural-
“_gthnic communities, with old world memories and suspicions about
one anothér,_and as socio-political groups concentrated in American
urban communities;”éharing the experience o£ immigrant groups in
big-city life.

The ultimate objectives is to bring together for the first
time in one place the significant research which has bezn done by
both the Jewish and Catholic groups over the entire area of
Catholic-Jewish relations so that we may have a foundation for
constructive futﬁre programs for—improving Catholic=Jewish relations
in America. | e

Although'there has been an enormous increase in Catholic-
Jewish interaction, underatanding and cooperation in recent years

and much significant sociological and related research has been done,
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the fruits of Catholic-Jewish experience and research have not
been drawn together and evaluated for their practical implications.
We are urgently in need of a vehicle to gather together all exist-
ing research in Catholic=-Jewish relations, with a view to stimulating
and coordinating future activities, and also for bringing together
the key individuals in both communities responsible for teaching,
programming; communications and social science research. The
éurpose of the conference is to achieve these ends.
1I. METZO0D

We envision a two orlthree day conference to investigate
the entire range of Catholic~Jewish interaction and ettitudes

about one another. Significant research papers will be prepared

I

i

in advance and presented at the conference covering such subjects |
as: (1) How.Catholics and Jews perceive each other as groups
(inventory of existing attitude studies, polls, existing socio~
logical literature, etc.); (2) What Catﬁblics and Jews teach about
each other in their religious schools (textbook surveys, analysis
of sensitive themes in religious education, such as the Crucifixion,

the Crusades, polemican Jewish histories, etc.); (3) Specific

political and social issues which cause tension and misunderstanding
between Catholics and Jews (birth control, cansorship, religion

in public education, etc.); (4) Methods and channels which have

teen developed for resolving misunderstanding and increasing

ccoperation between Catholics and Jews.
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ITI. OT:ER FACTORS
| Whether the Protestant;éroub should also be included remains

to be decided. On the basis of the Catho1ic and Jewishlgroups

only, we plan a conference of approximately 50 people = ;ncluding

Protestanﬁg about 75 peoplg. -The conference would be held in

such a place as the Kellogg Center of the University of Chicago

in order to have an appropriate scholarly setting. It would e

concluded with a public plenary session which would be attended

by the conference participants as well as special guests who

occupy positions of outstanding prominence (including hopefully,

a Catholic Cardinal and Jewish scholars of renown).

August, 1964





