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ec.~•r 1, -" 19'4 

»avid ~iai· HU1Jaall Sklare. ~t tm111 SO.••-
'MH'c. ~--·Ula . 
lE CIIC.Ui> ~.LIC-Jat1S11 C~ Rlluwt 1965 · 

On AU&ast 24. :1 met •ttb. Msp: • . C:..p 10.ai•. D:inctor. . 
of iM Social ~ioa n.partmat of tta .. u .. 1·.c:ati.lic •1tare . . 
C.Uerniec. at hi.a o.ffice ill ~. · toa 11111 null uat . 
Mapa. U.ptt7, Yice-cla'1•1.•llor of C.'1Ml 1'111U•• Ch•:..,,. W 
-anted t'tMlt tt --1d be uaeful. to. !Mol•e llll&i.. ta ._ o~ .. t• PIArmlia& tO&" . tm Q~ ... ta.. . . 

Haprc, hM wtttea to~ t1io ..,. pi:ior ·to o.r .-t. .. 
iq aM bM ~..-•te4 a li•~ of .... of to~ial UwitllllM co 
th coo.fereac•· . "iggiM. bM npl.JA4 ~itlt -•· ..,. of the•• 
,_,ie are ka•• io u a •tiw pert!ei•ta. 1• the "'•..a.teal 
ei•colt" • !'ldl Sc~~ Jill O'C:.r• ,, V111.1- · .. ll1 . 1--c C.,ioa, 
.n.e ~ . ' . . : . 

~eatly iuui• bad •t nAc1 die •1101•ndt• •Nrlltia& 
tbe ·purPNe of the codei:ese ... ~ion 414 ~ PDfOU ..... 
of aocul JiciQ.tUita ·or. otter C..tbolic 1tpetali•t•. Aftu n· 
ri4!td.ng 1u .-. detail the •1ecci.vu, 11Ulal tbtll fhl'•Nd ti. 
follolli"I wt.-.1 · · 

. ' 

J'•~ rotvu-,. Cetbolie ·Va1"rnt1, iiMbi•••, D. c.-

~•thet Josepb 8tl1u7ler • .1eni~ -Seeitta.ry, Arub o•tt, •.T .. 
Jola D(.,1.-• .C,1t\>ll 

' . 
Fatber .Joaeph F ichter> 1oJ'91• ·11a1wra1t7, ..., ·0r.i..a,ta .. 

Pathu -.ew Cteel•J';. Cb.le•• 

Fa~ Gerard tio,n, · Qatho11~ Uniwratty. Wah. , D. c. 

i'ethK TbMdore Stone . ~a-c .. J)lftcter. CCD F a..1caao 
11aw u io hli .bad gtven ~u mtber . tbouPc .- wu14 

propose otblr •••. tb&t oceut"red to hi•.- · 

.. ' 
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. ta· revtWioa the purpose• of cm con&rbeo. wtatch i.e 
w.nel,. e~•ed:- 1!1ggms felt that a ueful purpose would be 
. served if om or aJO. . •lln'q · Pifer• would. be prepar•a bJ either 
a Catbol~ Ot: Jew1th .ocial scieati•t, or johtl7. •WNJitlg 
what tie kxaow -.! Vhat .we ·don. 1t. know .about the reNft'Ch ill the 
11\ter•~tloa betwffft C.tb.o11C• aad Jews •.» outliDe4 ia tbe · 

. •a>raadur.a. 

Bigalu aatd that. thei- wou14 ·t. Feat uMfl.JlAea• i. 
.toiq • •bUlJ' of ihe aoc~ «:,t:S.oe et. the. tnee faith co-.aitie• -
« deserLptlve ~twy- of the kind n4 .cope of llOOial aetioD 

.. .. . kiaa. c.a.rrled out i.y. CetboUc• • . Proteatat• •· and · Jews; .an aMl71u 
: · · of the l.llpact nd ·etfectiveae•• of · trw• progl'aaa. . . 

Al•• Bigta. •1• 1D pa••i1:1g, that W•lter Jte"ti.er and tlsa 
1Ui-CIO •ra makiag • Coocn'tW effoi'C to keep alive the co..tlitioa. 
of reltgtou grol.lpS ad the. civil ~igbts _. ~ aroupe tb41t 
eoopu•ted 11" support of "the .civil right• J.egtalatloa to back the 
uti-powrty c...-ign. Be· --.tioaec! thar l.eu.cber' • .Lmiozl bH put 
up soaiathiag like a alllioa 4>11•n piua f« . this pt.lS'pOH. · 

ilig$$.a ch$ •~ted @at he 111DU14 .act:•ft a initattoa to. 
~tictpat• ia an •«h'ieo~ · eepfleit7 on the Steeriq eo-tttae of 
tbe confttell!Ce + kt could mt pl.Q ea ecttva: nle .becauM of hi• 
ot.ber .~ oltligatioM:t imluding Ma Ming ia lom from tept.a.rr· 
~ough 116~. 

At the - t:f.ae-, :he meotieMd that ft ehou14 check oU& .II 
e.-fer~. Mfteduled in -Sew l'ft'k by the Canbtr .-f.ar DeliloCratic 

· Iastit1il~1ou to be beta. ia l'e'bruar,- baaed on u uamimtioa of 
upeca in Tenu.!'-t .. . · . 

HUr;fb . 

·. 
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1"..onsignor George Biggins 
Director 

August 20, 1964 . 

E:itionol Cntholic Welfare Confe?:ence 
1312 r-::csachusetts Avenue, 'N. W. 
'-~"'<"'"._.;.,..,....·.c..., D C hlc;e~~ .. .i...&~w. '"' .. , • • 

It t·1as good speaking with you. I look. forward with pleastll:'a 
to seeinJ you nc::t Mondny m::>rning. 

C::G of the matterG that I would like to talk to you ebout iG 
a propos.:11 for t:l confe3:'ence on Catholic-Jewish relationa th~t t·Je 

should like to c~onsor cooperatively with an appropriate C~tholic 
gro~p in ChicaGO around February 1965. We feel t~at a serio~o co~
sultotion ti1at ~·iill saek to e:::plore in depth end with e~m .. i:tnz 
co:rrpct~r-ce a broad sp~ctrum of issues that influe~ce reletio~~~ips 
betneen om:· co•11 11:Jnities would be of particula·r i~ortan~e in tee 
t:a!'e of the Ecumenical Council. 

I am enclosing a very rough outline of the kind of r::ectin3 
that we have in mind. I am sending it to you in ctlvance in t!:3 
hope that you might be able to find the t~ to look at t~is b3~cre 
we m::?et. Aloo enclosed is a copy of a proposal f:cora ;_7et~1c:: t ... -:.-::-.::c.._1 
C!'eelcy to Y.n:::-shall Stdare regarding a joint inter-~ait:11 relit;iot;£; 
research project. ~!.3rshall and I feel that this is an c..~ccll~~t 
idea and cculd well be on~ of tha important projects thGt could 
emerge from the consult~tion that we are proposing. 

t·Jc have ~lready e~~lored this con~ultation ice~ ·with a 
-:ouneotion ~1!tich is eJ::trecely interested Elnd has already plcil0cd 

principl~ a substantial budget for such a confe~once if it c~a 



- "" ~- ~ - ... 

be 1-:~ld un~r the right kinds of auspices. 

Hi th tmrmsst good wishes. 

Cordially. 

: .. 

Rabbi l"..arc H. Tenanbaum, Director 
Interreligious ~fairs ~par~nt .• 
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!-!o.rc Tcn'Z)n~·~-n 

~·!~r£hall Sklara 

.. 

to you~ 

! a"!l going to b3 in touch with him tlbout this 

~!.ltter and :parhaps it woUld bo good if yoa t~o 

points 2., J, and 4. You could,. of course, ·also 

c1iscu~s ~i tb bin point .l -- I ~haµ. ?ol!i.ko a fo;; 

susse=tiona to hi:n nlong theso linos. 

! ru::i .sondi:lg a copy or G~·aeleyt ~ lette!' to 

Da.vc. D.a...'"l.ZiS e.s- well so tbs t be r:JEJ.-:f' kn.o'tl about this 

dcve1opsn"t. 

. .. 
. ···. '. 

·· -:...:' ' 

-~~· 
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national opinlo(I rese;irch center ----------

Ai.:gust 7, 1964 

AIR HA!L - SPECIAL DELIVERY 

Dr. liarshal Sklare • 
~erican Jewish Coi:imittee 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York> New York 

Dear Marshal: 

. ·' · . 

·UNIVERSffY OF CHl-CA60 

5720 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 37, lllinoia 

PLaza 2-6444 Area Code 312 

In a conversation with Cardinal ¥.eyer that I had yesterday I mentio:ied 
that I felt that a climate was growing up for join~ religious research across 
m<ijor (Protestant-Catholic-Jewish)_. ecclesiastical lines. I pointed out alcost 
casually that I thought that one of the problems in launching such research 

. was that Protestant and Jewish ~r:oups did not know who the proper authorities 
were with whom to establish contact on the Catholic side of the line. 

TQe Cardinal expressed great interest in the whole area and said im
~eciately that he felt that the proper contact would be the new aishops 
Coc..~ission on Ecumenism (of which .he is the chair.nan)~ Indeed without any 
prompting on my part he indicated that he would be willing personally to 
support the idea of a joint research center. 

As a first step he asked me to prepare a m~?:l.O which he could sub:nit to 
the Com."lri.ssion on Joint Religious Research. ! hardly need point out that if 
Cardinal Meyer approves of such a memo, no one is likely to fight iz; 

The difficult part of the thing is that I mus·t get this memo ready by 
the end of August, so he .can take it. to Rome with him, since the Co:61:llission 
is going to ~eet in Rome during .the Counci~. 

Could I> therefore, impose on you to write me a letter in:which you would 
address yourself to the following points: 

l) Wha~kinds of social research do you think could be done across 
ecclesiastical ·lines? -------

2) How would sue~ research be organize~ and financed? 

: . . . . -·~ 
·;:~~.:;·;:i:; c O, CwJ.i ;ohr.~oll, ?ros, • r-1cd":iCk F• St<tph:>r., Vh:a ?tos. • H. ttnr.i~y Sor,nc~' • ·,\'oti;.c~ C:.r•·-=>:• • .;.-.r.·.c:.,; C. r,o·.vr.s. Jr.• 1\~onon Cr.o<!;:r.s 
Chounc;y o. Harris• Harry Xalven,Jt.• ftedottlck Mo5t~l,•f•Al(r~o C. Ne150n • Goorae P. Sll11ltz• Ralph W. Tyler•Jolln T. Wil&on • O. Meredith Wil&0n 

i . 

: . 
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Dr. Marshal Sklare 

3) How could the Bishops Commission on Ecum~nism best make known 
its 'Willin~ness to begin this kind of cooperation? 

4) What sort of organizational structure should exist on the Catholic 
side to facilitate joint research projects (I speak here of 
national structure)? 

I realize that these are very generel questions and that I probably 
know in so:ne fashion what your answe~s will be; but I would like to have 
a file of letters on which to base my mem~. 

I know further that I aJ:l aski~g a lot. but .because of my time problem, 
I yo~der if. I could have an answer in two weeks. 

, . 

' I 

Cordially, 

. {~/\_,;;-~.(A~~ h1l- {}il.:-G. . . . 
.Andrew M. Greeley J '7 · 
Senior Study Direct~r {__,,., 

. ~---

.. . ;::.:::::.:-

. • 



I. OBJECTIVES 

PROPOSAL FOR NATIONAL INTER.~L!GIOUS 

CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO 

In the light of changes in relationships that are developing 

as a result of the ecumenical movement, our purpose is to eA"Plore 

the interaction of the Catholic and Jewish communities in America 

on the many levels on which this interaction takes place: AS 

specific religious communities, each with its traditional teachings 

and religious attitudes re'garding the other group; as cult~al-

ethnic communities, with old world memories and suspicions about 
...... ·-

ona another, _ ~nd as socio-political groups concentrated in American 

urban communities, sharing the experience of immigrant groups in . 

big-city life. 

The ultimate objectives is to bring together for the first 

time in one place the significant rese~rch which has been done by 

both the Jewish and Catholic groups over the entire area of 

Catholic-Jewish reJ.ations so that we may have a foundation for 

-· constructive future programs for improving Catholic~Jewish relations 

in America. 

Although there has been an enormous increase in Catholic-

Jewish interaction, understanding and cooperation in recent years 

and much significant sociological and related research has been done, 

--
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the fruits of Catholic-Jewish experience and research. have not 

b~cn c1ra't·m to£ether and evaluated for their practical implications. 

We are urg3ntly in need of a vehicle to gather together all exist-

ing research in Catholic-Jewish relations, with a view to stimulating 

and coordinating future activities, and also for bringing together 

the key individuals in both communities responsible for teaching, 

pLogramming, communicat_ions and Social science research. The 

purpose of the conference is to achieve these ends. 

II. HET.tOD 

We envision a two or three day conference to investigate 

the entire range of Catholic-Jewish interaction and attitudes 

about one another. Significant research papers will be prep~red 
--- . . . ... ·. ----

in advance and-presented at the conference covering such subjects 

as: (1) How Catholics and Jews perceive each other a s groups 

(inventory of existing attitude studies, polls, exis ting socio-

logical literature, etc.); (2) What Catholics and Je't·1s teach about 

each other in their religious schools (textbook surveys, analysis 

of sensitive themes in religious education, such as the Crucifixion, 

the Crusades, polemican J ewish histories, etc.); (3) Specific 

political and social issues which cause tension and misunderstanding 

between Catholics and Jews (birth control, ·c~sorship, religion 

in public education, etc.); (4) Methods and channels which have 

b~cn developed for resolving misunderstandirlg and increasing 

cooperation between Cath~lics and Jews. 

--
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III. OTI::ER FACTORS 
.~ 

Whether the Protestant 'group should also be w..cluded remains 

to be c!ecidcd. On the basis of the ·Catholic and Jew::.sh groups 

only 1 we plan a conference of approximately 50 people - including 

Protestants, about 75 people. The conference would be h~ld in 

such a place as the K~llogg ~enter of the University of. Chic~zo 

in order to have an appropriate scholarly setting. It would be 

concluded with ·a public plenary session which would be attended 

by the conference p·articipants .as well ·as special guests who 

occupy positions of outstanding prominence (including hopefully, 

a Catholic Cardinal and Jewish scholars of renown). 

-. 

---

August, 1964 

.---
---- ~ 
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