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WORLDVIEW 
170 EAST 64th STREET I NEW YORK. N.Y./ (212)TE-8 4120 

July 11, 1978 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York · 10022 

Pear Marc: 

You wrote in mid-February saying you didn~t know if I 
was among those who proposed your name as being among 
11 the influentials" in .the Chri .stian .Century poll, but 
thanked me on the presumption that I de~erved such 
thanks. Your presumption was correct; I did propose 
yo u r name.. An d i t was mos t g r a c i o u s o f yo u ·. to ta k e the 
time to comment · on it. 

•, 

If I'd had time to say more than hello to you when you 
dropped i·n to · see Peter B.erger; I would have asked you 
ibout the pastoral letter on ~uman survival that you 
signed along with a number of other people . Neuhaus 
criticized it fairly · harshly in the pages of -Worldview, 
and you may have seen his comments . I was equally 
criti~al of · the . statement and was surprised to see your 
hame, along with . others whose opinions I respect highly, 
as signatortes. My own view is that pastoral statements 
as hyperbolic and · exaggerat~d as that do a disservice to 
the gravity · of ' the q~~stion~ they purport to deal with. · 

But enough of that. I really wanted . to -thank you for 
your gracious note. 

Cordially, 

Finn 

PUBLISHED BY THE ·COUNCil ON RELIGION ANO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 



THE MAGAZINE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
N ational Director, Interreligious Affairs 

2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia .. Pa. 19129 
Phone (Area Code 215) 848-6800 

March 21, 1978 

The American Jewish Committee .. Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thank you for your note, which you probably sent to all of 
those who contributed to the "Christian Century" poll of religious 
influentials. I think one of the fine things that cam·e out of this 
survey was the realization that we do l.nteract upon one another 
and that we are influenced not only by those of our own faith but 
also by others. It seems to me that we have much to learn from 
one another a.nd some good things that we should share. When 
we can do this without sacrificing our own traditions and our con
victions .. it seems to roe that we have achieved one of the goals of 
ecumenism. With sinc ere thanks for your letter and good wishes, 
lam 

APS:mv 

Yours very truly .. 

~. S>ta11 h~.u~ 
Albert P. Stauderman 
Editor 
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january 31, 1978 

Rev. James M. Wall, Edi-tor: 
THE CHllSTIAN CENTURY 
407 'South Dearborn Street · 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

My dear Jim, 
. . 

' ' 

I have just returned to the office and have had a chance t.o read- the 
PQll that you conducted regarding "influential'' ~igious personalities. 

~ f 1nd myself lis~_!td... fourth on the poll, between Jimmy carter~aud Father 
Ted Be~burgh, precipitated the most acute case_ of ambiv~that I have . 
kDOw 1D mntha if not years. But I must be frank enough to say that that' 8 
a happy kind of ambivalence that I can ~dulge io and ' enjoywwithout too 
much sear~iiig of aonsc:ien.ce. 

- - ~ 
In point of fact, I take that acknowledgment as llllcl~ as a\ trj.bote to the 
work of my colleagues at the American Jewiah-Comlilittee as well as in other 
..Jewish organizations 'Wh.o have .given so much .of their spirit and their en
ergies to the objectives_ to w~b I bavl!B ~ried to dedicate·my-life. 

aleyond everything eise·~ I want to ·tell you hmi much your frt6ndship and 
spirit or mora.1' .. courage and ·honesty has meant to me over these years and 
this is .a good occasion to reaffirm my deep respect and fellings of fra
t,ruai kinship with you. · 

-------.J ' . 

With varmeat personal good wishet,II8a1Jl, 

MHT: RPR 

Cordi.ally, as eve~, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
·National Director 
· Interrelig~ous Affairs . 



J 0 H N SLAWS 0 N liil 165 E11st 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • PLaza 1-4000 

January 30, 1978 

Dear Marc: 

I congratulate you heartily ort 
your selection by your peers, as one of America's 
most influential people in the field of religion. 

I .was delighted to commend you 
only recently for your extraordinarily constructive 
achievements with the Evangelicals. 

It was fortunate, indeed, for the 
Jewish con:nnunity of America when you made your 
decision to come to the A.J.C.· on that memorable 
day in March, 1961. 

Warm regards. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
AJC 

yours, 

/ 
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THE J.EWISH WEEK·AME~ICAN EXAMl~ER WEE9' OF JANUARY 19, 1978 
--- ' 

Christian poll . 
·lists· Ta·nenbaum 
among top ten 

Rabbi Man: H. Tanenbaum, national inter. 
religious aff~ director of-the Arne_rican Jewish . 
Committee, was named as .one of the most i~f

luen t ial people in the 
fierd of religion in the 
United States in a poU : 
conducted by ·~ Chris, ' 
tian Century MagaziJte; 
ari influential ecumenical 
weekly. He was founh iii 
~ !i~ of 10 people in t~e 
poll of 35 religion writ
ers and editors, 18 from 
se<:ular news media and 
17 from the religious . 
press. 

Rabbi M."H. The first was Evan-
TaaeDbeum geli'st Billy Graham, 

secon~ was Ma~!n E: ~~y, an as~iate edit~r .. 
, of the Christian Century .!Uld a professor of his-: 

tory of modem Christianity al the University of 
. Chicago, and the third was President Carter. 

Respondents tenned T~bamn " the· most 
!'f:C:Ognizable J!=wi~I) ~~." a ~ ~ ···~ . 
bad much 10 do with Christian-Jewish relation
ships in this country... as one who "has m9re 
contacts than anyone el~ within· and wi~ut 
Judaism, " and as a -person who helped forge 
"the Jewish-Evangelicali~etente." · 

According to the Christian ,Century. which re· 
ported the results jn its ~an. I~ ·i~ue. this .was 
the first time in recent yean that a Jew and a 
rabbi made the ~U. ;: 

-· · ~ ·- ··~···· ~-··~- . 
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Harry J. AJJerman . 

22841-·D Vaa PQ!lerla 

!La.gu111a Hulls, CA 92653 

January 16, 1978 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Director, Interreligious Affairs Dept . 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

I was so pleased to read in today ' s L.A . Times 
that a poll; sponsored by Christian Century 
magazine, naming the ten most influential per
sons in U.S. religion toda~ included you . Con
gratulations~ Surely no one in the American;rab
binate deserves that recognition more than your
self for all your tireless work in the field of 
interrel igious relations. The AJC must fee l a 
special pride - as do I in having been your col
league in former years . 

I know that you ha~e been in Los Angel es in the 
recent past, and I would have liked so very much 
to see you on these occasions. Unfortunatel y, 
being car-less and unable to dri ve, it is virtu
ally impossible for us to travel to L.A. for any 
evening event - it is one of the few disadvan
tages we have, living in this lovel y community. 

Al l good wishes to you and your colleagues, and 
the very best for the civil New Year ~ 

Cordially, 

+i#_,u\ 
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Institute of Human Re lations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N .Y. 10022 • 2 1 2/ 751~4000 .• Cab le W ishcorn, N.Y. 

February • 1978 

I don't know whether you were among those who proposed ·my name to be 
included amo_ng "the influentials" on the Christian Century poll ..; 
but .on the presumption that you might havef I just wanted you to know 
of my deep pers~nal. grat;itude. · 

It was one of the nicest and more meaningful. things that has happened 
to me duri:Jlg my 25 years of service in the cause of promoting friend
ship and ~derstanding between Christians and Jews here and abroad, 
and I did not want your participation in that cause of massaging my 
ego to go by unacknowledged. 

this is a good moment also to share with you my conviction that what
ever progress has· been made in ecitmenical and interreligious relations 
is in la.rge measure due to the connecting links that y'ou friends of · 
the media have made possible .· You· are. in fact the "secret weapon" of 
ecumenism and Jewish-Christian solidarity. 

For all these acts of friendship, my warmest appreciation. I hope I 
will find some ~ay in the near future to reciprocate your many kind
nesses to me and my work. 

MHT:RPR 

Enclosures 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 

RICHARD M_AASS. President • a BERTRAM H. GOLD. Executive Vice·Presioen1 
MAYNARD I. WISHNER. Chairman. Board ol Governors 11 MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN. Chairman. Na11ona1 Execu1ive Council • HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. Chairman. Board of Trustees • 
GERARD WEINSTOCK. Treasurer Cl LEONARIJ C. YASEEN. Secretary Iii ROBERT L. HOROWITZ. Associate· Treasurer • THEODORE ELLEN OFF: Chairman. Executive CommilteP. a 
Honorary Presiden1s: MORAIS B. ABRAM. LOUIS CAPLAN'. IRVtNG M.'ENGEL. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. ELMER L. WINTER • Honorary Vice·Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
MAS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN. JACK A. GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAN. EMERY E. KLINEMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman. 
National Executive Council • MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer • JOHN SLAWSON. Execu1ive Vice-President Emeritus • Vice·Presiden1s: JORDAN C. BAND. Cleveland: 
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ALFRED H. MOSES. Washington. D.C.: ELAINE PETSCHEK. Westchester: MERVIN H. RISEMAN. New York: RICHARD E. SHERWOOD. Los Angeles: SHERMAN H. STARR. Boston a 
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THE MINNEAPOLIS 

(STAR) 
425 Portland At1e11iu Minneapolis, Minnesota 55488 

Dear Rabbi Ta:ie:ibaum, 

.. . Yes, I was ·one of those· polled 
who proposed you.r name. You were clearly a 
favorite . 

I thought the c omposite list was 
excellent, but I missed four of the choices 
(the obvious ones)--Jimmy Carter, ·Martin Marty, 

·Anita Bryant and Billiam Thompso=i. I:i their 
places, I had Ru.th Carter Stapleto:i, Robert 
Schuller, Cynthia Wedel and Cardinal John 
Wright . 

I appr.eciate your kind words and 
trust our paths will cz:-oss again before long. 

ffl1~cegA'J.Y, 

V;;:JV 
Willmar L.Thorkelson 
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Mrs M. Oeitcher 
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Montreal 
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Gen'eral Secretari~s : 

Mrs. H. Fink 
Toronto 
Mrs. 0. Frankenburg 
Vancouver 
Mrs. A. Shapiro 
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Honorary V ice·Presidents: 

Mrs. E. Cohen 
S..int John 
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February 3rd, 1978 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs Dept. 
American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, New York 
10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

I was pleased to note in the JTA that in a poll 
conducted by the Christian Century Magazine , you 
were fourth out of a list of ten most influential 
people in the field of reli gion in the United 
States. · 

I just wanted to express my congratulations to you 
on a distinction so well deser\red. 

Best wishes in all your endeavours~ 

Very sincerely, 

sB=' President 

CB * .ZS 
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~ the christian CENTURY 
an ecumenical weekly 

February 13, 1978 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director - lnterreligfous Affairs 
The Amer-f'can Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 . 

Dear Marc: 
. 

IDITOCUAI. OfflCIS 
0 

407 South Dearborn Strfft 

Chl~o, llllnoi1 60605 
(312) A27-5380 

Your il')clusfon among the influentials was well deserved--! 
wasn't surprised. 

And thank you for your kfnd words. We haven't had much oppor
tunity _to talk la~ly as the Middle East heats up--let's remedy 
that soon. · 

Bes~ personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

~~ tl~H. 
JMW/ek 
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MARSHALL.BRATTER, GREENE. ALLISON & TUCKER 

430 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10022 • ( 212) 421 - 7200 

Rabb i Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc : 

January 31 , 1978 

I was delighted to see that the poll of the Christian 
Century Maga~ine named you as t he fourth most inf lu
ential person in the field of religion in the u . ~. 
Congratulations. 

With kind regards. 

JM/sk 
~~· 
mes Marshal l 



•• 
.... 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

FO-SFB 
date February 6, 1978 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

from Ernest Weiner 

subject NUMBER FOUR - MOVING UP FAST 

My friend, Father Dick M~ngini, Editor .of 
The Catholic Voice, the Diocesan newspaper 
for the Oakland .Diocese, treated the story 
on the most influential leaders in religion 
fully. 

You should be aware that our mutual friend, 
Gerry Sherry, is a little concerned that you 
beat out all his Catholic brothers and I told 

"him it is only the beginning • 

. Best personal regards. 

cc: Mort Yarman 
Harold Applebaum 

Encl: 1 
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