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Please note a copy of Bernie's December 25
memorandum attached, which I received today.
It is a followup of the material on this
subject that I sent you under date of

~January 3. -

cc: M. Berharé Resnikoff
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date  pecember 25, 1977
to Morris Fine
from M. Bernard Resnikoff

subject

winpueiowal

This is the third report, with more to follow, of inquiries and consultations
regardlng the proposed amendment to the penal code that would limit certain
missionary activities, < &

Because of the way this matter is unfolding, and because you will be winding up
with what is fairly a process record, please consider utilizing these reports as

a case record in order to clarify for ourselves, with greater particularity, what
is a proper intervention role for us in a legislative debate to revise the domestic
law.

As previously reported, I had requested an appointment with the Director General
for the Ministry of Religious Affairs to discuss the implications of the Eroposed
amendment. He was amenable that such a conference include other people who would
be similarly interested, and so I took the initiative of inviting along Joseph
Emanuel of the Israel Interfaith Committee, David Clayman of the American Jewish
Congress and Zeev Furst of the Anti-Defamation League.

All three ‘gladly accepted the invitation; however, Zeev called me up the night
before to say that he was under the weather and might not be able to attend: he.
did!l‘to X

Meanwhile, in advance of the consultation, and in order to prepare for it, I had

a .telephone consultation with Knesset Member Shulamit Aloni who is, of course,
against the bill and with whom I have a scheduled conference on the subject at the
Knesset later this week. But, over the phone, she reviewed her deep-seated concern over
the proposed bill, how it had to be submitted only by someone who stills suffers
from the Galut mentality, the inherent dangers to the invasion of privacy as the
police would undertake to secure evidence and of the public relations consequence
for Jews abroad. As a result, she urged me to send a telegram to M.K. David Glass
(Mavdal), chairman of the Knesset law committee, requesting that no action be taken
on the bill until some kind of determination is made as to its possible consequen-
ces for Jews abroad.

Armed with this information, the delegation call upon Director General Israel
.Lippel on Friday, December 23.

Lippel was frank enough to admit that internal administrative matters plus budget-
ary hearings have prevented him from getting too closely involved in the ramifica-
tions of the proposed law. But he did review for us, what we already knew, that

| the history of Jewish immigrants to this country includes attitudes and biases that
cannot be ignored, that for many, a Christian is an anti-Semite and a m1551onary -
either dormant or active.
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Morris Fine =
December 25, 1977

While he himself does not have the data, on the strength of which the bill was
allegedly created, he imagined that such data could be collected. .

He agreed that fighting missionaries could be largely an affair for the private
sector and that general Jewish impressions about Christians in the country are
based on misinformation.

I told him that, as far as the American Jewish Committee is concerned, we are not
now for or against the bill; but that we are deeply interested in collecting the
objective data on the basis of which the bill is supposedly based, and that we
would also want to look into the question of whether or not there could be con-
sequences for Jews in the Diaspora. Joseph Emanuel, on the other hand, announced
that the Israel Interfaith Committee had taken a position and is now opposed to
the bill. I utilized that moment to recall the proposal by Shulamit Aloni, with-
out mentioning her name, for obvious reasons, and determined that both David
Clayman and I would have difficulty, in the name of our respective organizationms,
asking the Knesset Law Committee to hold up passage of the bill. Joseph Emanuel,
on the other hand, representing a membership organization of local citizens,
felt free to send such a message, if it were decided to do so. '

In the discussion that followed, and weighing the different options available,

it was decided that Mr. Lippel would try to arrange for us an early consultation
with Knesset Member David Glass and, at this writing, such a meeting is scheduled
for this week. ' :

MBR/ jw | | | ' s &/7/



December 30, 1977
Morris Fine

' M. Bernard Resnikoff

To give you a feeling as to what happens
when the President of Israel formally re-
ceives the heads of the Christian commmi- -
ties on the occasion of the New. Year, to
which I was invited, I enclose copies of
the addresses by the President as well as -
the Minister of Feligious Affairs. As you
can see, the speeches were:prepared with-
such care that no controvers;al issues ap-
peared.

MBR/jw ‘ ';/
cc: Marc Tanenbaum
Enclosed Addressesv/



' OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL nIvpn X'o: navh

President Katzir's Address to the Heads of the
i _ Christian Communities
December 29, 1977

e R e e e e e e I

Honoured Guests, .

, TLet me welcome all of you most cordlally at this
annual llew Year Reception in my Residence. May my. greetlnws
and good wishes for the year 1978 be conveyed, through you, -
to the members of- your communities and to the many thousands
of Christian visitors who come on pilgrimages to the Land
at this season.

v It is most encouraging to learn from the words
of the Minister of Religious Affsairs and from your
representation here today, how dynamically life and
tradition go on witpin‘your reépective communities. As
you function side by side with other great religious
traditions, you exemplify co-existence in diversity which

is the key to peace =zmong men.

In the composzte soclety of this triply Holy City
“the chalTenges are unique and our respon51b111t1es are
wglghty., Jerusalem is increasingly becoming a world centre
for . inter-faith encounter and religious learning, as indeed
it should be. The deozens of conferences and study programs
conducted here over the past year have crested new bonds
of an interreligious and international nature. It is
especially gratifying to note the growing number of
participants from countries in. the- Third wofld, several of

which have no diﬁlomatic_relations_with Israel.
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Perhaps one of the most consistent and constructive
. forms of cooperation be%ween'Ierael’s"different”religidue
communities duriﬁg this year has been their c¢ontinuing aid,
alongside the Government's, to the needy, the sick and the
injured from the Christian villages of southern Lebanoni

The plight of that country and the activities initiated

at the Good Fendey our joint border, serve as a upiversal
lesson in the agonies of wa? and the need of peace,

As we stand -on the threshold of the Gregorian
New Year, two weeks before the Julian New Year, there is
a hope that binds us all. That hope is peace. The visit
to this country of Fresident ‘Anwar Sadat of Egypt and the
response it evoked in our two peoples, have emphasized the
inportance of positive human 3ct10n. The ‘desire for peace
has been expressed not only in fermal speeches by President
Sadat and the Isrzel Government, but also in the Jjoyful
demonstrations of Israeli and Egyptian men, women and
children on the streets of our ¢ities. And the initiative
has been carried further most effectively by Prime Minister
Begin hinself.

I ‘trust that you, -through your spiritual guidance,
will contribute to- the realization of ‘the hope and the
ideal, till, for the benefit of all men; true peace CONES
to this region where men first foresaw a world of peace
and human undéerstanding. |
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Address by the Minister of Religious Affairs
to the Heads of the Christian Communities - .
29 Deceuber 1977

.. Mr Presidént, Your Beatitude Patriarch Benedictos,
Your Beatitude Patriarch Derderian, Heads of the Christian
Communities, Director-General of the Ministry'of Religious'
Affairs, Members of the Knesset, senior civil servants,

honourable guests:

I am indeed glad of this opportunity to meet with
all of the Heads of the Christian communities in Israel
here at the Iresident's Residencé on the occasion of the
New Yedr -- and, possibly, at the start of a new era in
the Middle East. = «

It is a fitting moment to affirm once again thé
:-6ommitment of the Israel Government to uphold the religious
freedom of each and every community -and to foster mutual ~
tolerance and respect among 'them and among the different .
‘religious groups in the Land. A major featufe of this
undertaking is the preservation of the status quo in the

Holy Flaces,. which is the resporsibility of my Ministry.

During the past year, the Government has sought
most diligently to promote,’ through its Iliinistry of
Beiigious kffairs, the good relations that exist between
us. We might mentiohg for:instance, the excursion that
was organised for representatives of the different
Christisn Churches to the "Good Fence" at our border with
_Lebanon, where they were able to see at first hand the
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humanitarian activities being carried out there; or the
study tours which have been conductedhfbr young Christian
seminarians in Israel;, Likewise, in the context of the
protection and meintendnce of the Holy Places, let us,
for example, point to the works of repair which we are-
carrying out in the Coenaculum and within the complex of
the Church of the Holy Sepulthe. Such contaéts and
projects as these assuredly contribute tc an atmosphere
of trust and friendship. ‘

It is a pleessure to note the manifold activities --
religious, educational and cultural -- in which yoﬁr
communities have engaged durihg the past year and which.
are the expression‘of their vitality and prosperity. 3uch
was the appraisal of distinguished Church leaders who-
visited Israel and with whom we met during their stay..
Further demonstration of a dynamic spiritual 2nd religious
life can be seen in the unprecedented numbers of faithful
who came to  Isrzel from all parts of the globe, on
pilgrimage to the Holy Places.

1y colleagues and I well appreciatie the grest
spiritual and practiéél responsibilities incumbent upon
the leaders of the Christian communities in Israel and
wish to assure you of our sincere respect for the
diligence and devotion with which you serve your communi-
ties, for their benefit and for that of the country.

May my sincere greetings for the HNew Year be
carried through you to the members of your Churches in
Israel and overseas. It is my earnest hope that the
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cordial coopération'&etween us will continue to prosper -
“and that together we might enhance the stature of religion.

May . the coming year bring the supreme blessings of
peace and brotherly 1love to all in our Land and . to men of
goodwill eﬁerywheré} ' ' ‘ ’

In the words of the traditional Jewish blessing:
"May the old year and its ills ehd; end make way for the
" new year and its blessings®. '
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MEMO from . Gene Fisher

To Rabbi Tanenbaum

@ For your information

O For necessary action

@  For your comment

0. . As.per _w‘mr request

‘Remarks .. This . 1Qoks. ;q,;xit ¢. had
on.the.suxface.. .-DQ.:):ou.hﬂve
any.mors.infermation .5_:1. AT |

Anything.being.done?........ »



Protestants in Is

rael Charg‘é Bfé;s

: . Speclai te The

TEL AVIV, Dec. 29—Protestant
churches in Israel protested today against
the enactment of a law making mission-
aries liable to five years’ imprisonment
if they offer material inducements to peo-

ple to change their religion.
An emergency committee of 1he United
Christian Council said in a telegram ad-

dressed to Prime Minister Menahem-

Begin that the. law, enacted’ Tuesday,
could be “misused in restricting religious
liberty in Israel.”

The law does not mention missionarics,
but an explanatory note attached to the
bill, which had been introduced by Rabbi
Yehuda Meir Abramovitz of the ultra-or-
thodox Agudat Yisrael Part;, said they
were offering “huge sums of mancy” to

“ensnare the souls”" of the poor. 1t also
said they tricd to induce people to cmi-
‘grate and soldiers to desert. °

“None of the Christian communities in

' the country known to us engages in such
i-practices,” the council told Mr. Begin.
But its chairman, Canon Naem Ateek of
the "Evangelical Episcopal Church  in

Haifa, said later at a news confercnce

that “tourists might find a Jew and talk

New York TImes -
to him about faith in Jesus and they
might give more.incentives.”

-The Rev, Henry Knight, an Anghcan.
‘said loose wording in the law could result
in “an innocent act of charity given o
a person who was interested in learning
more about another faith landing the
donor in court.,” He said he feared that
troublemakers. might try to induce
churches’ to offer enticements and then|
report to the authorities.

Binyamin Halevi, the member who
puided the measure through Parliamen
said it applied both to Jewsh and 1t
Christian proselytizinz. According
Israeli sources, some 500 Christians annu
ally are converted to Judaism, oftan f9
purpcres of marriagc. Fow Jews hezom
Christians.

In their telegram, the Prolcstants sai
they had not been offered the courtes
of consultation, amnd had received ™ n
reply when they made representations
They said the bill had bheen “hastil
pushed through Parliament during th
Christmas pcriod when Christians we
busily engaged in p.cparmg for and cel
brating their major festival.’

fd
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| Chrlst1an Mlssmnarles in. Isr_ael
|See D1scr1m1nat10n Under New Law

s,

21y 7.‘

|dor a red on an Israeli television talk

convert to Christianity to avmd gom.g
to jail for three years.

The vendor, Pinhas 'Golan, explained
that- he faced” the ‘seatence hecause hs
could -not pay more than $6,000 in fines
for peddling without a permit. His ap-
peals to the. Government and to various
instituticns were in vain, e said, so
in desperation he was taking up an offer
by a Christian m:ssmnary to pay his fine
and enable him and kis family o seJ:m
abroad.,

The mcl.dent focu.sed new attentlon on
an amendment to the penal code, adopted
by Parliament in December, that ma.,{es
it an offense punishable by five. years’
imprisonment to offer anyone material
benefits to change his religion; accepting
‘'the offer is punishable by a three-year
term. -

The United Chrlstlan.CounmI, an um-
brella  organization of Protestant

churches and agencies, has been cam-
paigning for repeal of the amendment,
which is regarded as the start of a move
to restrict the Christians,” who number
5,000 to 6,000. <7 i

Justification for Law Denied

After Mr, Golan's appearance on televi-
sion, the Rev. Henry Knight, an Anglican
who Is a spokesman for the council, said
that if the story were true the missionary
concerned should be disciplined but that
such cases did not justify what he de-
scribed as a loosely worded measure.

The measure does not specify Chris-
tians. Its sponsor, Rabbl Yehuda Meir
Abramowitz of the ultra-Orthodox Agu-
dat Israel Party, has acknowledged that
‘| while he wanted a law prohibiting Chris-
tian proselytizing he settled for the limit-
ed legislation because he felt Parliament
would not pass a more sweeping one.

The Christian Council’ which includes,
Anglicans, Baptists; - ‘Lutherans and Pres-
byterians, has protested the law in tele-
grams and petitions. Last week it ad-
dressed to Attorney ‘General Aharon |
Barak a memorandum urging that he in-’
vite -an independent international -com-
fnission to investigate what led peaple
in Israel to embrace Christianity, Judaism
or Islam. Father Knight forecast that
such an - inquu‘y would - find there are

e audﬂuhc\ln‘lurk‘nml
TEL AVIV, Feb. lS—An ice-cream ven- | uressures

{shcw_ recently to sezy thzt he would |

“| units and Jews to emigrate. -

‘tien ccmmunities, saying that “by discus-

.the clergymén's protest, but Yisrael Lip-

cx people to con\rert to Juda—
ism.
Israeli Iaw requu‘es both partners in’
2 :'ra_-r age'to- be of.the same religion,
an) a - substantial number of Israelis
are sald to have changed faith to wed;
few Jews.hecome Christians . according
to Israeli. sources, but 500 Christians a.
year coavert to Judalsm. Father Knight
maintained that lmmsgratjon and citizen-
chio jaw-""gave Jews intrinsic' privilegés
that might- be oonstmed as lncent.[ves to
conver:t. xs ;
Strong Criticlsm of Chrlstlans it i

" The churchmen, in thelr memorandum;
demanded that an apology be delivered
in Parliament for “unfounded allegations
and charges” said to have been made
in debate on the amendment. Gideon
Hausner of the Independent Liberals had
sa‘d it ‘could not be. forgotten that for
2,000 years the-Jewish community was
-educed by conversions: to - Christianity,
often under brutal coerclon. ,Binyamin
Halevy of the Democratic Movement for-
Change, a new pollt:cal party, called mis-
sionaries “‘a cancer’ in the body of the
nation.”” Some Orthodox deputies charged
that missionaries “with unlimited means”
had incited Israeli soldiers-to desert Lhelr

The churchmen, denying that t.hey ex-
ploited poverty, madi:quate housing or
other privation to win converts, reaf-
firmed a joint declaration by the Chris-

sion, talks and literature We seek to an-
swer the inquiries by those who desire
to obtain information about Christianity.”
They added: “We believe we cannot re-
fuse to do so, because we must share
with everyone tha lsght md. joy of - our
faithz"

There-has been no offEr:ial mponse to

pel, Director .General of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs, dismissed it, in reply
to a query, as a tempest in'a teapot. As-
serting that the law was not antimission-
ary but antibribery, he said, “Christians
can preach and convert all they want as
long as they don't offer material benefits.”
While he acknowledged that the atmos-
phere in Israel did not favor large-scale
conversion to Christianity, he observed
that it was to the credit of Israeli democ-
racy that C.hrlshans could preach hers

as they do.

-
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_ CONFIDENTIAL

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Foreign Affairs Department

AJC Efforts Regardlnﬁ the New Israeli Law
Prohibiting Certain Missionary Activities

During the past several weeks, the AJC Foreign Affairs Depart-
ment in cooperation with the Interreligious Affairs Department has
been actively and intensively involved in efforts to diffuse tensions

created by a recent amendment to Israel's Penal Code.  These efforts

culminated in letters, on Febr eside ichard Maass
to Israel Prime Minister Menahem Begin and Minister of Justice
Shmuel Tamir. (Text of letter to Mr. Begin is attached.)

Under this so-called "anti-missionary' law, which is to go into
effect as of April 1, 1978, a person using bribery or other material
inducements to convert a person from his religion is liable to five
years imprisonment or a IL50,000 fine. A person who receives or
agrees to receive money or other material inducements in return for
a promise to convert or to bring about the conversion of another
would be liable to a less penalty of 3 years imprisonment or a
IL30,000 fine.

-Our Israel Office has been reporting to us on developments

leading up to the enactment of the law, and the adverse reaction it
has created within the Christian community in Israel.

The law itsel dee&_QQL_ggg%%gg_@lﬁg;gngx;§§4ﬂbuI_an_ﬁxplgggtory
note attache endment—when it was—introducted in the Knesset

as.a private member's-bill by Rabbi hudaﬁﬂglg_égggggg1tg of t the
Orthodox Agudat Israel-Party, stated that#m139$ongzz_o_ggg;zg;lpns

were"g_;ng,varIous—me&nsdﬁggé}ﬁdmngmunl1m1tqg_£igggg;ﬁl _Tesources to
"entrap souls—rpartrcuiapiy_among théhﬁbor —to—convert them from
their religion and.-to—in them to emigrate. It also stated~that
missionary organizations have beéen—active ;n_thaﬁl raeli army in an
attempt to influence soldiers to desert their units.

recmeieigpandai s 3

An emergency committee of the United Christian Council; a group
of Protestant Churches in Israel, has protested the enactment of the
law in a telegram to Prime Minister Menahem Begin, stated that it
could be "misused in restricting religious liberty in Israel." The
Protestants also complained that they had not been consulted, had
not received replies to their communications, and that the bill had
been '""hastily pushed through Parliament during the Christmas period
when Christians were busily engaged in preparing for and.celebrating

their major festival."

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff, director of AJC's Israel Office,
both individually and in cooperation with the Israel Interfaith

P & -



Committee, contacted various government officials, including the
Director General of the Ministry of Religious Affairs, to obtain
clarification of the draft law even before its passage and to
point out the dangers it might produce in restricting religious”™
liberties and in creating interfaith tensions in Israel and abroad.
In addition, he has met with several Knesset members to obtain

" their views on the implications of the law.

—

Foilowing a meeting with Knesset member Gideon Hausner, former
Israeli Attorney General and Egg_ggggﬂpremiﬁeﬁi:lzyffgizléigl

authority to—favor the amendmént, Dr. Resnikoff reported that :
HgEEHE?’%Eﬁ'?EE“TEﬁ‘ﬁFTmE?TT§FEELE_IE*T?Tmafé deterrent to forced
conversion, especially in view of the history of
versionofJews_throughout the agés. He views "enticement' as a
form_of force-and-hence a criminal offense. He did not beTieve
that the law ruled out free discussion, persuasion, Or even propa-
ganda. In fact, by ruling out "undue" influence and extortion,
Hausner felt that the law would permit interfaith discussion and
the free exchange of ideas on substantive religious issues.

On the other hand, Knesset member Shulamit Aloni, leader of
the Citizens Right Movement, was vehemently opposed to the new law.
In view of the very limited number of confirmed cases of induced

——conversion that the proposed bill was intended to cover--four in

974, nine in 1975 and four in 1976--Aloni_stated that it was um=—
necessary to enact such controversial legislation which would only
serve to exacerbate group antagonisms.

Dr. Resnikoff also met withﬂﬂahhi‘%gzgmggi%;, the sponsor of
the bill, who now stated that only the text of e law itself was
pertinent and that the explanatory remarks he had attached to the
amendment with regard to missionary activities should be ignored.

He pointed out that Christians were not named in the text of the

amendment. Dr. Resnikoff-cemneluded that i_seemed insensitive
‘ to the civil rights and intergroup relations issues in &
./'_;"—-—-————-"'_'__ w

:::{
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" "Mr. David Glass, Chairman of the Knesset Law Committee and
former director of the Ministry of Religious Affairs, informed
Dr. Resnikoff that the Law Committee had dealt exclusively with
the proposed legislation and had disassociated itself from the
biased and even anti-Christian sentiments expressed -by the Knesset
member who had introduced the bill-—Glass—pointed out that his
committee had caused the Taw to specify that only those who give a
material benefit in order to convert others are guilty of a criminal
offense. This should reduce the concern about the application of
the law on those enjoying such benefits as free and innocent edu-
cation, accepting an honor or the like. Mr. Glass challenged the
right of Christians in Israel to be upset by the law, noting that
very few countries offer religious denominations the privileges
that Israel does in terms of tax exemptions, diplomatic status and
other benefits. Nevertheless, he did acknowledge the need for a
campaign of interpretation to the Christian community to allay
their concerns. S T

“\
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Dr. Resnikoff was also engaged in day to day consultations with
the American Embassy sharing with U.S. officials the substance of
his own findings on the issue and helped arrange a meeting of a
group~.of Protestant ministers, who had previously met with U.S.
Ambassador Samuel Lewis, with the Chairman of the Knesset Law
Committee.

The new "anti-conversion'" law has also arouSed serious con-
cern among Christian leaders in the United States. The issue has
been widely reported in the general press and has received adverse
reaction in the Christian press particularly. The AJC's Inter-
religious Affairs Department has received phone calls and letters
from several Roman Catholic, Protestant and Evangelical leaders
conveying their distress and concern over the passage of the law
in Israel.

In his letters to Prime Minister Begin and Justice Minister
Tamir on February 9, AJC President Richard Maass pointed out the
concern of Christians in the United States, many of whom have been
- Israel's staunchest supporters. While noting AJC's moral offense
at proselytization whose purpose is to undermine Judaism, the - "
letters pointed out that the provisions of the new law lend them-
selves to interpretations which go beyond the intention of the

T~ 1legislators and appear aimed at intimidating the Christian com-

munity in Israel. Mr. Maass suggested that in view of the wide-
spread concern over the law, Israeli government spokesmen should
clarify the limited intent of this legislation and its application
and reassure the Christian community of Israel's commitment to
freedom of religion and to the full exercise of the rights of the
Christian community in Israel.

Although there has not yet been an official response from the
Israel Government to the churchmen's protest or to our letter,
. the New York Times reported on February 14 that in response to its
reporter's query, Yisrael Lippel, Director General of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs, asserted that the law was not anti-missionary
but only antibribery. ''Christians can preach and convert all they
want as long as they don't offer material benefits."

February 16, 1978

George E. Gruen and Marc Brandriss



Baptist Standard
March 22,1978

Poor Taste

L is very upsclting to a really born-
again Christian' when one picks up the daily
newspaper and reads very anti-Jewish, anti-

* Isracl ““Letters to the Editors’ by the Old-
hams (March 1) and the like. But when
- their letters start appearing in our Baptist
. Standard, a paper published by born-again
. Bible-believing Christians, we have hit an
-all-time low in our Baptist work.
© *“I"will bless them that bless thee and
curse them that curse thee’! thus saith the
Lord. | belicve this promise just as 1 do all
of God's promises. '

As born-again Hebrew Chr:suans. we
cnjoy the Baptist Standard very much; but
as bclicvers, we are appalled by the lack of
taste in printing anti-Semctic ietters two
weeks in a row.

Are we to have more? Who is the .
‘Standard trying to appease?

Pat and Ed Borofsky _' :

Carrollton

The Standard is not in the appeasing -

business, but it is in the informing business.
The Oldham letter. (March 1) was in res-
- ponse to the Avnon letter (Feb. 8). The is-
sue in both letters concerned a new law

which has been passed by the Isracli Knes-'

set (parliament) which goes into effect
Apnl 1, 1978, and could p.'ace a bardsb:p
. on Christian missionaries in Isarel. -
_ The lav makes it a criminal offense to
- give money or something worth money with
' the iniention of tempting another person to

change his religion. The law is so broad that -

some fear even a gift of a Bible could be
considered as a material inducement to con-
version. - (Sce story, P. 5) j

Rissionary Says
Rights Guaraniee
Needed in Israel

" In an unprecedented consultation be-
tween evangelical Protestant leaders and
high government officials, Aharon Barak, "
attorney general of Israel, assured a delega-
tion from the United Christian Council
‘meeting in his office that a recent law re-
garding change of religion “‘applies in both
letter and spirit to all men and all religions
cqually and without dis¢rimination,”

* As he answered questions of the delega-
tion, which included Southern Baptist For-

" eign Mission Board representative, Robert

L. Lindsey, Barak said the only aim of the

law, passed by the Knesset (parliament)

last December, is to prevent the giving of or
the taking of material bribes to bring about
the change of religion.

LINDSEY, Baptist lcader in Israel for
34 years, pointed out in the March 9 mect- .

-ing that even though the Christian com-

munity in Isracl appreciates the assurances
given by the attorney general to help pre- -
vent harassment and false accusations un-
der the new law, Christians, as well as other
religious minoritics in Israel, are still with-
out legal basis for protection since Isracl

~has no written constitution.

“We are being defamed publicly, and

" we are helpless 1o change the myth held by

90 per cent of the Isracli public that Chris-
tians have unlimited sums of money which
they use to bribe pcople to convert and then
to leave the country,’’ Lindsey said.

“Only .the passage of a constitution
with clauses similar to that of the United
Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights and |
guaranteeing freedom of religion and
thought can give us the protection we
need,’’ Lindsey stressed.

BARAK TOLD the delegation that he is

" presently involved in drafting a constitution

containing such features and that he hopes

" the Knesset document will pass at the earl-.

iest possible time.

After the meeting, wire services re-
ported, the Israeli minister of justice sent a
letter to Richard Maass, president of the
American Jewish - Committee, stating,

. “There is no intention whatsoever on the

" part of the Israeli government to restrict in

- any way religious freedom of the Christian

community, or any other community in Is-
rael.”

Maass had prmeswd that the “sweepmg
provisions'* of the law appeared to be *
_tended 10 :nmmdate the Christian corn-
" munity.’

Paul Swarr, gencral secretary of the
Christian Council, said that although the
meeting with the attorney general was pos- .
itive, the council would continue to work
for the repeal of the law which has the po-
-tential to limit Christian activity and endan-

- ger religious liberty. (BP).
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