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W.D. Davies honored for Biblical scholarshlp

by K.E. Strayhorn Jr.

W.D. Davies, GW. Ivey Professor
Emeritus in the School of Divinity,
has been elected an Honorary Fe low
of Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge
University, England, in recognition of
his contributions to Biblical
scholarship.

This honor is the highest a Cam-
bridge college bestows on any of its
members, on receiving it, Davies
joins the rank of some of the most
distinguished British scholars.

There are approximately a half-
dozen honorary fellows at Fitzwil-
liam. Three are Nobel Prize winners
and the others have achieved great
distinction in their fields.

Davies’ main interest has been the
interrelationship of early Christianity
and Judaism.

During the past half century,
Davies and others have challenged
the traditional approach to Biblical
research. Previously, New Testament
scholars, who were primarily trained
in classical Greek sources, brought a
Greek influence to their studies.
Therefore, most major New Testa-
ment documents had been chiefly
understood as Hellenistic documents,
Davies said.

The Hebraic and Judaic tradition
has been increasingly recognized as
the most immediate matrix of early

Christianity. Scholars increasingly
rely on Jewish sources for their
research.

Davies played a significant role in
initiating and furthering this new ap-
proach through his first book, “Paul
and Rabbinic Judaism” (London,
1948), called “a watershed, one of the
few epoch-making books in modern
Pauline studies.” This was followed
by “The Setting of the Sermon on
the Mount” (1964) and “The Gospel
and the Land: Early Christianity and
Jewish Territorial Doctrine” (1974).

More recently, along with Louis
Finkelstein, president emeritus of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of
America in New York City, he has
been editing the Cambridge History
of Judaism from the exile in 587 B.C.
to the codification of the Mishnah,
around 250 A.D.

The same concern to root early
Christianity in Judaism inspired work
in The International Critical Com-
mentary on the Gospel of Matthew,
the first volume of which he has
published along with a former Duke
student, Dr. D.C. Allison Jr.

In addition to his writing, Davies
has been an enthusiastic teacher.
Apart from his classroom work at
Duke 1950-55 and 1967-81, he taught
at Princeton University, Union Theo-

logical Seminary, Columbia and Ford- 73

ham universities, New York; as Dis-
tinguished Visiting Professor at the
University of California, Berkeley,
and at the University of Strasbourg,
France. After his retirement in 1981
he became a professor at Texas Chris-
tian University in the newly en-
dowed Bradford chair.

He has received honorary degrees
from the University of Uppsala, Swe-
den, the University of St. Andrews,
Scotland, the Pacific School of Reli-
gion at Berkeley and the University
of Wales.

He is a Fellow of the British Aca-
demy and recipient of its Burkett
Medal in Biblical Studies, a Corres-
ponding Fellow of the University of
Uppsala, a Fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and of
the American Academy of Jewish
Research.

He is a past president of the
International Society for New
Testament Studies and Honorary
President of the Society for Biblical
Literature in the United States.

Davies also has been a member of
the executive council of the World
Congress of Jewish Studies, Jeru-
salem, and worked with Jews,
Christians and Palestinians on an
academic and a more popular level,

Biblical scholar W.D. Davies has
been elected an honorary fellow at
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge University.

regarding Israeli-Palestinian relations.
He has always been concerned with
bridging the gulf between the
academic and non-academic worlds
through non-technical works,
especially his “Invitation to the New
Testament” (1966), which was a &gkt
gt Book of the Month Club
'sie_‘}ection, and appearances on CBS-
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