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‘Peril of Christian Evangelism Cited by Jews

Rabbi Says Conversions Can Destroy Existence of His People

Christians seem to be pet-
ting very possessive about
Canada and the U. 8. A. in
their Key 73 sloganeering —
“Calling Our Continent to
Christ.”

"The part of the “continent” -

hiade up of those who would
rither be called to Temple
are already more than a little
anxious about the implications
6f the massive evangelistic
thrust of Christendom behind
_the Key 73 banner.
 Improved Christian-Jew-
fsh relations are likely to be
an early victim of intense
€hristian evangelism among
the Jews. Such efforts also
threaten Jewish religious exist-
énce, Jewish leaders say.

* RABBI Marc H. Tanen-
baum, of the American Jewish
Committee, -said that Chris-
tian theology based on the
negation of Judaism “will

have the human effect of
destroying the existence of the
Jewish people.”

The Nazis’ massacre of the
Jews and forced assimilation
of Jews in Russia have de-
stroyed two-thirds of the Jew-
ish people, he said.

In view of that, “the whole
question of efforts to convert
the Jewish people out of reli-
gious existence becomes a
morally unconscionable posi-
tion,” he said.

THE ATTITUDE of Key 73
leaders is that ‘*‘Christ's
commission is universal. It
would be an act of loveless-
ness not to give those who are
not Christians the opportunity
to believe said Dr, Carl F. H.
Henry, of Eastern Baptist
Seminary.

And Dr. Theodore A. Rae-
deke, executive director of
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On Religion

Key 73, said "we have a
commission to preach love to
every creature. ... Our re-
sponsibility is to evangelize,
tp bring the message to all
the people, Conversion is in
the Lord’s hands,"

Key 73 evangelicals would
not “force Christianity on
Jews any.more than on Uni-
tarians or Mohammedans,”
he said.

DR. HENRY asserted that
the continental campaign was
“not in the context of a na-
tional religion” and would not
be coercive.

Rolician D-.2-r

. RABBI TANENBAUM
. . . fears drive

Yet he also implied that the

fate of America rests with the
success or failure of the cam-
paign.

“Nothing in the Bible as-
sures the U. S. of leadership
in world affairs,” he said. “A
nation unsure of who God is
soon gives itsell over to false
gods and pays the penalty for
that ambiguity."

BOTH HE and Dr. Raedeke
said they felt the Jewish sen-
sitivity over Key 73 resulted
from the successful efforts of
Campus Crusade for Christ
and other evangelical groups
in converting Jewish youth.

Rabbi Tanenbaum pointed
out that Christians have “a
valid theological alternative"
to converting Jews, one that
has béen widely accepted by
Protestant and Catholic lead-
ers.

The alternative, he said, al-
lows Christians lo see God's
covenant with the Jews as
permanent “and that Christi-
anity must see itsell not in
terms of substitution, but
rather in terms of being a
complementary covenant to

the Covenant of 1srael."
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Christians’ Evangelizing
Alarms Jewish Leaders

Jewish leaders are express-
ing alarm over the growing

churches.

Their main concerns are Key
73, a continentwide evangelical
campaign scheduled to run
through 1973 and designed to
“reach every person in Morth
Arerica with the pgospel of.
Christ,” the growing popularity
of the Campus
Christ, and the Jews for Jesus
movement.

Spokesmen for ell branches
of American Judaism are cau-
tioning their constituents to be
wary of the various campaigns
because of their tential
threats to friendly Christian-
Jewish relations carefully nur-
luredbﬁllver .t‘l;e tj;:;urs ainfn t.[l'::
possibility that they mig
used for vehicles of proselyti-
zation,

With the exception of the
Jews for Jesus people, most
campaign Jeaders insist thal
their evm;rlical crusades are
|not directed specifically toward
Jews. Despite this disclaimer,
Jewish leaders are worried.

Kegu\'m has the sugport of
140 ominations an grmﬁ:
including fundamentalists,
more liberal main stream Prot-
estant bodies and a number of
Roman Catholic dioceses.

Media to Be Used

It has been described as the
“biggest cooperative evangelis-
tic project in the history gf the
Christian Church."

During the coming year Key
73 will sponsor coast-to-coast
mass media evangeliSm pro-
grams, conduct Bible studies in
|*a million Christian homes"
\and promote “thousands” of
area crusades.

Yesterday, Rabbi Maurice N.
Eisendrath, president of the
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, viewed with
alarm the “avalanche of Chris-
tian missionary activities which
has recently been launched
throughout the country.”

He voiced his coneern at a
meeting of the union's board
of trustees in the Plaza Hotal

The head of the congrega-
tional arm of Reform ludaism
in this country said that while
the evangelistic campaigns
were Tnot anti-Semitic in in-
tent of purpose, they do seem
to posit the superiority of
Christianity and the centrality
lof Jesus."

“We must not come to the
hasty conclusion that this
movement is necessarily ‘out to
get the Jews,’" he said, “but it
does confront us with a serious
challenge.”

The rabbi cautioned a
“hysteria or panic” an

inst
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By GEORGE DUGAN

evangelistic efforts of Christian|

Crusade for|dent of the Rabbinical Council

Jewish education both on the
youth and adult level.”
Rabbi Balfour Brickner, direc-
tor of the union's interfaith de-
partment, told the board that
the Campus Crusade for Christ
|had a budget of §18-million and
a staff of 3,000. He said the
Youth for Christ movement had
conducted evangelistic meet-
ings at 2,000 high schools.
Rabbi Louis Bernstein, presi-

of America, said Jews had been
increasingly embarrassed by
“Madison Avenue efforts to
evangelize the Jewish com-
munity.”

“Already we have had re-
ports of such activities on the
college campuses and in a num-
ber of smaller Jewish communi-
ties. It is our responsibility to
combat this effort.”

On Friday, the American
Jewish Congress announced
plans to provide Jewish young
people with “solid and intellec-
tually challenging information
and insights about the Jewish
experience.”

Letters Ask Data

The first stage of the cam-
pmﬁn began last week with the |
mailing of letters from Rabbi
Arthur Hertzberg, ﬂ;esidem of
the congress, to thousands of
its members across the country.

The letter asked recipients
|to send in the name and ad-
|dresses of their children, grand-
|

children or friends on college!
campuses, plus a %5 fee 1o
cover partial- mailing costs of
an “ongoing stream™ of essays,
memorandums and publications
on Jewish life to the students
named. Without mentioning
Key 73, it was clear he had the
current evangelistic campaigns

in mind.

Earlier last week, Rabbi
Marc H. Tanenbaum of the
American Jewish Committee
warned of possible dangers in
Key 73.

"What emerges from a care-
ful m:éﬁ of the Key 73 litera-
ture listening to the
speeches of its principal spon-
sors is that this ‘evangelical
revival’ effort is based on a
conceptlon of America as ‘an
evangelical empire.’

“That conception, which gov-
erned the first balf of the na-
tional history of America, per-
ceived America as ‘a Christian
nation,’ one in which Jews and
other non-Christians were tol-

A\

N

erated as less than full partners
in the democratic enterprise.
“The notion of America and
evangelical Christianity being
lone and the same is a regres-
sion from the liberal democrat-
ic view which is grounded on
the pluralistic idea that Jews,
Catholics and others are full

nounced a ‘‘massive effort atipartners in Americao societ‘;_(;"
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Rabbi hits Key '73 evangelism drive

By BOB WILCOX
Mismi Hews Rafislon Editor

A massive Christian evan-
gelistic program planned to
cover the entire United
States and endorsed by most
mainline Protestant denomi-
nations in the nation has
American Jewry on. its guard
and instituting a counter
measure.

“Key 73, an unprecedent-
ed and unified plan of Chris-
tian witness to the 50 states,
spearheaded by the evangeli-
cal denominations, is the‘ob-

ject o' the concern, accord- -

ing to Rabbi Marc Tannen-
baum, national director of
interreligious affairs for the
American Jewish Committee,
whose executive committee
begins its annual meeting

lomorrow at the Diplomat
Hotel, Hollywood.

“Key 73" contains a thrust
to convert Jews to Christian-
ity, noted the Jewish leader,
and he said that while any

group has a right (0 spread -

what It believes to be truth,
the AJC has gotien indica-
tlons that the Evangellsm
will be both deceptive in jts
methods and ignorant of Ju-
daism.

The concern’ is aggravated
by recent converts to Chris-
tianity among Jewish vouth
in contact with the prosely-
tizing “Jesus Movement."

“I've been to several meet-
ings concerning Key 73 said
the interfaith director. At

Religion Editor

one in St. Louis a Protestant
minister from Texas got up
and told how he was prepar-
ing special books on the
Psalms as a way to gel into
Jewish homes.

“He has a right to
proclaim what he wants"
said Tannenbaum, “but I just

A major element In “Key
73" thrust to Jews will he
The American Board of Mis-
sions to the Jews, a New
York organization, separdte
from denominations, sald
Tannenbaum, He quoted
from Mission literature to
substantiate his charge that
the campaign, to be launched

wish- he'd be more |
What he’s going to do is
nothing more than weasel
deceplion.”

this kend, is igr t of
Judaism. :

“Never before in [srael's

history has the Jew been in

sorer need of the gospel,”
read the Oct. 197] issue of
“Chosen People,” a Mission
magazine, he said. The arti-
cle added that “The Jew is a
drifter from the moorings of
Old Testament Judaism. Be.
wildered and misled by the
emptiness of Judaism and
false claims of Zionism, he is
on the hunt for something to
replace what he has lost."

“If this is the kind of nega-
tive caricature of Judaism
that the campaign is going to
advance we're simply not
going to stand by for it,” said
the Rabbi.

“One of the'most hopeful
signs in Jewish-Christian re-

lations in recent vears has
been the growth of a positive
theology toward
among Protestants and espe-
cially Catholics,” said Rabbi
Tannenbaum.

That theology recopnizes
that the Jews, as well as
Christians, have a covenant
with God, he said.

“This negative kind of
sentiment is a regression and
we must not allow it to
undercut the progress that
has been made.”

Rabbi Tannenbaum said
appeals have been made to
Christian leaders to recog- |
nize the problem “before it
becomes ynmanageahle" and
that theré's been “positive”
resnonse

Judaism

country “to get them"” to ed-
ucate the people of thelr
community about what is
coming and what they should
know in response,” sald Tan-
nenbaum.

The Metropolitan Fellow-
ship of Churches here has
publicly endorsed Key 73"
as its number one project in
the coming year. The Rev.
Lloyd Knox, newly clecled
president, however was out
of the city this week and
could not be reached for
comment,

The AJC will meet through
Sunday.




28-A

THE MIAMI HERALD

Sun., Dec. 3, 1972

FBX

Jews Meet to Face Threat of Increased Christian Evangehsm

By ADON TAFT
Werald Aeligion Editer

HOLLYWOOD — Jews are
jitery over the swelling
evangelistic thrust of Ameri-
can Christianity.

Some fear thal programs
like “Key 73," which is unit-
ing more than 140 Protestant
denominations and some seg-
ments of the Catholic Church
in & year-long o« of

the policy-making board will
be advised Lo:

@ Pay special attention to
Jewish youth on university
campuses (o bring them
under the influence of skilled
counselors with & back-
ground of Jewish tradition,
committed fellow Jewish
students, and effective rabbis
and teachers.

@ Encourage every Jewish

evangelism, will revive nntl
Semitic feelings that fre-
quently have acc jed

council,
ribhmic board, synagogue,
amd AJC chapter to initiate
an ed program o

historic movements stressing
the crucifixion and resur-
rection of Jesus.

Others are concerned that
the movement, which they
view as fundamentalist and
peetistic, will become entwin-

wvil with government ta the |

extent that it becomes
religion of the republic”
chokes out ploraiism

“Lhe

discuss issues posed by the
evangelism movement.

@ Urge mler-r!ilgnws and
Jewish-Christian  institutes
and dislogue groups to place
the subject on their agendas,

@ Provide Jewish scholars
skilled in addressing
interfaith groups who can
discuss the issues in A
constructive  spirit  with
Christian ministerial associa-
tions.

@ Write articles for Chris-
tian and other religious per-
indicals that would sensitize
the Christian community to
Jewish concerns.

IN HIS PAPER, Rabhl Tan- ;

nenbaum notes that lest
March the Rabbinical Court
of Justice of the Association
of Synagogues of
Massachusetts issued an offi-
cial decree declaring that “a
person born of Jewish
parents, when he joins the
so-called 'Hebrz‘\:f-(:hrisu;?"

1ish ideals, values, and experi-
‘ence to our own young peo-

While many of the “Jews
for Jesus™ are students with
2 history of emotional
problems, many others have
2 stable family relation and a
strong Jewish background,

rights as  member of the
Jewish faith.”

But, Rabbi Tannenbaum
adds, such a decision does
not change the fact that Jew-
ish religious institutions and
homes have failed “lo com-
municate meaningfully Jew-

g to the paper. And

the central issue to them is
the true meaning of faith.
“They express a legitimate,
spiritual need which we have
“failed to meet."

SUCH STUDENTS com-
plain that Judaism always
«is presented only in its

and |

ethnic and cultural dimen-
sions and without reference
to issues of faith or belief;
never afforded them a genu-
ine  spiritual  expericnce;
lacked “joy" because "“so
much of Jewish concern and
practice  revolves around
tragedy."

Rabbi Tannenbaum holds
that the basic Jewish concern

is a theolog one b self-d ined ex-
the view of “Messianic Juda- Istenoe by totally absarblng
ism" or the “compl ‘J!‘\I'l'l Judaism within Christiani

hrough Christ”
is that Christianity's relation-
ship to Judaism |5 solely one
of fulfilment and superses-
sion, which “in fact is an act
of negation of Judaism, for
the daughter faith denies the
mother the right 1o an inde-

Rent 1972 or 1971 Cors 300

RENTAL CARS
$383° o
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~ impact on young people who

.:

BUT THE MAJORITY are
just plain scared that some
elements of the movement —
like the “Jews for Jesus™ and
Young Hebrew Christian Al-

- Mare Tannenbaum

« «« ‘homes have failed’

liance — will make such an

“are nominally Jews that
mass conversions  will
threaten the future of Juda-
ism in this country.

The whole subject will be
discussed in an open ses-
sion today by representa-
tives of one of the most
powerful ~Jewish-~organiza-
tions in  the nation — the

. American Jewish Committec,

whose National Executive
Council is in annual session
at the Diplomat Hotel.

Newsweek magazine

" recently estimated that there

are more than 100,000 Jewish
converts to Christianity wor-
- shiping in Protestant church-
es in-the nation today and
Time magazine quoted Rahbi

" Samuel Cunin, Hillel director
-~ at UCLA, as saying that,
. ~.“young Jews are converting
~~7“to-Christianity-at..the rate.of

6,.000 to 7,000 a year."

SO IN ‘A "_bosition paper
prepared by Rabbi Marc H.
* Tannenbaum, the AJC's na-

“-tional director of interreli-

gious affairs, the members of
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TWO NEW FACES AT THE 93RD CONGRESS— When the new Congress
convenes in January, there will be two new faces from New York in the Jewish
contingent in the House of Representatives. They are Elizabeth Holzman,
Democrat, left, who succeeds Rep. Emanuel Celler from the 10th Congressiona

District, Brooklyn, and Benjamin A. Gilman, Repu
defeated Rep. John G. Dow in the 27th Cangp
contingent will be composed of 10 Democra

as high as 43%

By VICTOR M. BIENSTOCK

Post-election studies of the Jewish voting
pattern in the nre<idential balloting Nov. 7
gave estimates ol the Jewish vote for
President Nizon as high as 43 per cent but
tended to agree that the massive switch by
Jews [rom lhe Democratic to the
Republican column was a one-lime
phenomenon that did not denote a perma-
nent change in party alfiliation by those
Jews who crossed party lines to vote for the

President.

An unusual aspect of the voling was that
wealthier Jews switched from the
Democrats to Nixon in proportionatel

can, of Middletown, who
ional District. The Jewish
two Republicans,

48% intermarriage;
conversion, identity
survival are offsets

By BERNARD POSTAL
Epecial o The Jewish Weed

TORONTO—A comnbined rate of 168 per
cent of intermarriage among existing
marriages in the US. Jewish population for
the nine time periods between 1900 and 1972
in which these marriages were {ormed
includes 29.7 per cent for the 1961-65 period
and 48.1 per cent for the 1966-72 period.

To ascertain the number of Jews in inter-
marriage. it is necessary to bear in mind
that the percentage of intramarried
represents two Jewish persons. whereas the
percentage of intermarried represents only
me Jewish person.

of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds
(CJFWF), sponsor of the study

In a working paper entitled **Explorations
in Intermarriage,” one of three issuved as
part of the as vet uncornpleted study.
Massarik pointed out that the intermarriage
trend since 1900 moved trom 4 per ceat in
the 1900s to 5.8 per cent by 1940, leveled off
Lo a plateau of 11 o 12 per cenl between
World War 1T and 1960 and then began to
climb steadily upward to 28.7 per cent by
1965 and to Lthe present highest level of 48.1
per cent in the 1970s.

Conversions to Jodalsm
The rising level of intermarriage is con-
ly offsel. however, by figures that

These figures, based on @ id
ampling of 7,600 Jewish households in 39
sommunities made for the National Jewish
Population Study (NJSPS), were reported
;»r Dr, Fred Massarik, the study's scientific

rector and head of the research oifice of
the Los Angeles Jewish Federation-Council,
to the 41st general assembly of the Council

show that in 43 to 46 per cent on inter-

marriages. the marriage partner who was

non-Jewish before the marriage subse-

quently identified as Jewish regardless of

lormaf conversion or quality of Jewishness,

A total of 26 7 per cent of non-Jewish wives
Continued on page 8

Proselytizing of Jews is taboo,

Southern Baptists tell Key 73

A Southern Bapuist group bas, for the first
time, joined in a condemnation of efforts by
Christian churches o
Jews and has affirmed *'the right of every
group to preclaim its truth.”

The resolution, directed toward Key '73,
the nationwide evangelical effort which will
be launched in January. was adopted at a
colloquium at Wake Forest College, N.C

the n  Baptist

Theological Seminary and the American
Jewish Committee,

"“We acknowledge thal a basic leature of

the American ethos and the civil religion.”

it stated, “is the acceptance of religious

smaller numbers than did Jews in the lower
i Th bracst}ﬁn by ison of th
15 was ¥ a comparison e
voting in Jewish areas in Greal Neck, Long
Istand, and Brighton Beach and Manhattan
Beach, in Brooklyn, A study of voting
patterns there, cited by Bertram W. Gold,
executive vice president of the American
Jewish Committee, showed that in affluent
Great Neck, the Jewish vote for Nixon
increased by only 11 per cent over his 1968
vote while in Brighton Beach and Manhat-
tan Beach, Nixon's increase over 1968 was
18 per cent and 23 per cent respectivel

which "m\ll'ne righ!ﬁte\rery
group to preserve its religic is integrity. Al
the same time,” it declaret, “'on the basis
of a commitment to religi s liberty and
freedom of conscience, we . {firm the right
of every groap to proclaim its truth,

“We deplore tendenci:s of certain
proselytizing movements which do not
dequatel the integrity of diverse
religious and cultural groups and which
manifest inadequate respect for per-
sonhood  We would hope that movements
for religious renewal would mﬁm:a
genul v P, i

The same voling pattern was shown in
Manhattan's silk stocking district where
Senator George McGovern made his
strongest showing in the city.

400,000 Jews voted for Nizoa

Some backing for this breakdowm by
income categories of the Jewish vole was
given by Will Maslow, general counsel of
the American Jewish Congress, in a sym-
posium on the election at the 1
assembly of the Council of Jewish
Federations and Welfare Funds.

Maslow, who estimated that 400,000
Jewish voters had cast their ballots for
Nixon. cited polls and surveys to show a
shilt in orientation by Jews in the lower and
middle-income brackets. He pointed out
that a survey by the Philadelphia Jewish
Community Council had shown that 55
cent of Jews in the lower and middle-
income brackets had backed Mayor Rizzoin
his mayoralty bid last yearand that 12 per
cent of the Jews in the Detroit suburbs.
according to the Detrait Jewish Community
Relations Council, had voled for Governor
George Wallace in the 1972 primaries.

The polis differed markedly in their ap-
praisal of the Jewish vote. The Louis

Continued on page 6

iblity for redemptive and

P ¥

reconciling action in society.”
The rewlutu:&mdnud out that bath civil

which we have given

1ig) com-
munities “have [requently masked or sanc-
tioned racism, anti-Semilism and pre-
judice.” It called, therefore, “for personal
and collective repentance for the diverse
ways in which we have abused the dignity of
persons through our personal and in-
slitotional bigotries.”

It went on to urge that “‘genuine contri-
tion be made manifest by i
specific actions of healing and help for thase
who have been denied their basic human
rights.”

Asks disavowal

In a related development,Rabbi Marc H
Tanenbaum, interreligions affairs director
of the American Jewish Committee who

Y : st theol

a of Bapli
in preparing the resolution, called on the
leadership of Key ‘73 to disavow

proselytizing the J
ytizing. Tanenbaum told the Rev.

Prosel
Ron Kerr of the United Methodist Church,
“inevitably leads to spiritual genocide for it
would surely mark the extinction of the
Jewish people as well as of the values and

ideals of Judaism to
testi v across 4 000 years,

Alter the Holocaust and the efforts of the
Soviel Union to bring about the cultural and
spiritual annihilation of three million Jews
there. he said, “it is simply too much for us
to bear the notion that our [ellow Americans
of the Christian faith wouald intend to bring
about the end of Judaism as we know it
through conversion {9 another faith.”

An ""uncritical proselylizing aj to
the Jews,” Tanenbaum added, also did
violence to “all the substantial movement
that has beentaking place among leading
Christian theclogians who have been
developing a sound theology of Judaism that
is increasingly congruent with the realities
of a vital Jewish faith that is renascent
among the Jewish people today."

He noted that *‘there are literally millions
ol Christians whose [aith is virtually non-
existent and who are Christian by name
only™ and asked. *does not the Church have
an obligation to devote its primary energies
to its own household rather than intrude on
the internal order of Jewish consciousness
with all its potential consequences for per-
sonal and social disruption”””

Dayan sees Rogers on invitation

Jewish Week - fews. Agency Dispatches
The “‘very high prioTity"” which President
Nixon said in his Washington Star-News
interview on Nov. 5 would be given to Lhe

active role in promoting negotiations in (he
Middle East.
Dayan made it clear o reporters after the
meeting Lhaiwhe had not brought any new
io &

Middle East, was already being ded to
that situation this week when Secretary of
State William P. Rogers told Defense
Minister Moshe Dayan, at their meeting
Tuesday that the time was ripe for new
diplomatc movement in the Middle East.
State Department spokesman Charles
Bray said after the 90-minule meeting that
it seemed clear in all minds there was a
need for some kind of diplomatic process to
get under way,” He said that the Rogers-
Dayan discussions covered the Middle East
situation "'in all its aspects and facets.”
Asked if the prospect of proximity talks
between [srael and Egypt for an interim
agreement on reopening the Suez Canal was
still alive. Bray replied. *'Obviously it is
one of the processes which is a matter of
public record.” He reminded newsmen of
the recent remark by Rogers that the
Administration would be taking a more

prop glon on the Suez Canal
reapening. On that subject, he said: ““The
only point is thal we are willing, like in the
past, to negotiate for peace—a complete
peace trealy, an interim trealy, a partial
treaty, a treaty of any kind. We are ready
and willing to negotiate.”

As to the discussion with Dayan
said. "'We reviewed the Middle East situa-
tion again and again. Nothing practical was
discussed, only an exchange of thoughts
about what things are like and can be
made.”

No discossion of arms

Both Dayan and Bray fMatly denied that
Dayan had asked the United States for
additional weapons

The Rogers-Dayan meeting—the [irst
between the newly mandated Nixon Ad-
ministration and the Israel Government on

a top level—took place against a mixed
background in [srael with lsrael Govern-
ment officials expressing complete con-
lidence in the future of American-lsraeli
relations and the press and segments of
officialdom expressing concern that. with
the election over, President Nixon will put
pressure on Israel to reach an accomoda-
tion with Egypt.

Prime Minister Golda Meir sel the tone
for the Government reaction with her
message lo Nixon immediately after the
election when she lauded his “‘leadership in
the advancement of peace in the world as
well as your sensitive concern for the
sovereignty and security of small nations."

She expressed her confidence in the Presi-
dent again when she said al a farewell
reception for reliring Ambassador
Walworth Barbour that an Israeli-American
Friendship League was mol pecessary so
long as Israel had friends like Barbour in
the Embassy and Nixon in the White House.

And last weekend she went on the air

Continued on page 20
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September 13, 1972

To: Commission on Church-State and Interreligious Relationships

From: Milton I. Goldstein, Commission Chairman

Subiject: Agenda for Commission Meeting -- October 13

As you already know, the next meeting of our Commission will
be held on October 13, at the offices of the NJCRAC, 55 West 42nd

" Street, New York City, beginning at 10:30 a. m. We plan on going

through lunch, and should conclude no later than 3 p. m. inasmuch
as our meeting takes place on Friday.

The following is our agenda:

1. The so-called Jesus Revolution: "Jesus Freaks,"
"Key '73," "Jews for Jesus,” "Campus Crusade for Christ.” These
and other manifestations of evangelistic fervor, some of which
are directed to Jews, are the basis for a great deal of apprehen-
sion within the Jewish community, particularly in respect to Jewish
students on the college campus. We will have reports of these de-
velopments, and should consider what recommendations we might have
for our member agencies. Enclosed are background materials that

.may be helpful in preparing you for the discussion.

2. The Treatment of Jews and Judaism in School Textbooks:
The enclosed minutes of a meeting held with a committee of the
Association of American Publishers on July 7, 1972 will serve as
background. The Commission's subcommittee may have a recommenda-
tion to offer in respect to the proposal outlined in the minutes.

3. Tax Credits and Other Tax Benefits in Aid of Nonpublic
School Parents: A report will be made of recent litigative and
legislative developments. The Joint Program Plan for 1972-73 notes
the opposition of the NJCRAC agencies (the UOJCA dissenting) to such
tax benefits. Has the Commission any suggestions for coping with
this problem?

4. Religious Holiday Observances: NJCRAC staff has made an
informal inquiry among a number of local member agencies regarding
their experiences with Christmas programs in the public schools in
recent years. You will have a report of the responses we have re-
ceived, on the basis of which you may have recommendations for deal-
ing with this perennial problem.

o Ds 373
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This being a luncheon meeting, it will be helpful for staff
to know whether you plan to attend. If you have not already done
so, please return the form below. . '

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. Besl_t regards.

sab
enclosures

To: Mr. Milton I. Goldstein
1 dé do not plan to attend the Commission

meeting scheduled for ?riday, Cctober 13.

‘Name :

‘(please print)



B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

COMMENT FROM THE CAMPUS: THE "JESUS FREAKS™

Rabbi Samuel Z. Fishman

Reports describing the impact of the fundamentalist Jesus
movement upon Jewish students have appeared in recent months in
both the general and the Jewish press. The accounts in the reli-
gion columns of the daily press or the weekly news magazines usu-
ally highlight the presence of Jews among the "Jesus freaks" as an
item of curiosity. Jewish discussion on the subject has, under-
standably, reflected a deeper sense of concern or alarm.

Absent from all of the reports is some indication of the
extent to which young Jews have responded to the call of evangeli-
cal Christianity. Some of the discussion implies that a hemorrhage
of defection has begun, and that the relatively few known cases of
Jews touched by baptismal waters are portents of a coming tidal
wave of apostasy. _"Mass baptism in the oceans of the California
coast involve /sic/ hundreds of Jewish youngsters while the Jewish
community is peacefully asleep,” declares one observer. The cry
of "gevalt" is reminiscent of the alarmist responses to the inter-
marriage statistics, which are seen as proof that American Jewry
will vanish within a generation, or to the presence of Jews among
supporters of El-Fatah, which serves as evidence that Jewish stu-
dents are dominated by hatred:of Israel.

In an attempt to elicit some of the data related to the
question of Jewish involvement with the Jesus freaks, the B'nai
B'rith Hillel Foundations conducted a selective survey among
Hillel directors and counsellors at 80 college and university
campuses. The intent of the survey was not to produce a study
in depth but rather to gain some insight into the extent and
significance of this phenomenon.

A number of university campuses have for many years been
the setting for activities by fundamentalist Christian groups.
In almost every case they function outside the pale of the uni-
versity campus ministries and, almost always, represent a theolo-
gical, financial, and personal challenge to the established Prot-
estant ministers. The best known of these groups is the Campus
Crusade for Christ, a well-organized and well-funded program
which has been especially prominent on Western campuses. Another
group is the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, which specializes
in winning over athletes to Christian affirmation.

The existence of "fulfilled Jews" or of "Hebrew Christians"
is also not a new thing. The Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian
Fellowship, the congregational arm of the New York-based American
Board of Missions to the Jews, traces its beginnings back to 1894,
when it claims to have been founded by a certain Rabbi Leapold
Cohn. Radio broadcasts, free New Testaments, and conversionary
tracts have also been around for many years.

(over)
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Nevertheless, an upswing in activity on the part of funda-
mentalist evangelical Protestants is reported from campuses in many
parts of the country. Fifty out of the .eighty schools surveyed re-
ported activities by one or more conversionary groups. Their presence,
however, is far from universal, and their geographical spread is quite
irregular. Most observers agree that the West Coast has the greatest
number and variety of such groups, with schools on the Eastern sea-
board next in popularity. The absence of missionary workers from
campuses such as Harvard, Brandeis, M.I.T., or the University of
Chicago may have been anticipated. More interesting is their virtual
inactivity at many southern and southwestern schools, including
Georgia, Texas A.& M., Texas-El Paso, and Rice. Perhaps the dominance
of the Southern Baptist "establishment" limits the opportunities for
further evangelizing in this region.

Out of the fifty respondents who did report some form of
fundamentalist activity at their campuses.only fifteen indicated.
that Jewish students have actually been won over by campus evangelists.
In most instances the number of such students was fewer than five,
although at schools such as the University of Michigan, U.C.L.A., and
the University of Pennsylvania the estimated incidence of Jewish con-
version to Christianity was as high as 25 or 30. Most activities of
these fundamentalist groups are directed to the campus at large, with
the impact upon Jewish students coming because they are as. vulnerable
or susceptible as the non- JEws. - !

At a number of ‘schools JeW1sh converts have glven publle
lectures on topics formulated in such a way as to attract Jewish
audiences. On Los Angeles campuses the subjects were "Odyssey of

a Radical Jew" and "Radical Jewishness -- Alternative to Death.™
At the University of Illinois, Chicago Circle, the discussion was
on "Israel: Fulfillment of a Promise.”" At Hofstra University large

.posters proclaiming "Jesus is Kosher"™ accompanied the distribution
of missionary. tracts. *In all cases the Hillel director and his stu-
dents have undertaken vigorous action to expose these deceptive
tactics. At some campuses the current interest in this subject has
generated programmatic responses on the part of the Hillel founda-
tions - (see Clearing House, February 1972).

Analysis of students who have responded positively to the
temptations of the Jesus movement reveals several types of back-
ground. For a number of individuals the attraction seems to be
the current step in a series of experiments, and follows involve-
ment with drugs, transcendental meditation, Eastern religion, as-
trology, etc.’ It is the latest manifestation of the student's funda-
mental rejection of family, synagogue, and community. The articula-
tion of the reasons for such rejection touches many points. In some
instances there is a long history of personal conflict between parent
and child. In other cases,' in the words of one respondent to the
survey, "some Jewish students seem to welcome a change from stilted,
middle-class Jewish values to a hippy, primitive, fundamentalist
lifestyle.” A number of the .converts have been encountered by the
Hillel director in counselling situations, out of which has come
an indication that psychological factors play a decisive role in
accounting for the students® behavior. One director described a
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young man.whom- he; had counselled as. “shy wlthdrawn, and rejected’
by his. peers."1 Another told of a boy who was "always 1n=trouhle,
JEElous of \his, older:. sistersy iunhappy with himself, 'and in constant
conflict with his parents.” EAEE (il g R e €

The relegation of all "students for Jesus™ to the category of
the emotionally disturbed would be a gross simplification, for it
would overlook significant factors in the personal histories of those
who do not show signs of personality disruption. From various parts
of the country there are reports about individuals who "come from a
Yeshiva background," or have had "very positive and strong Jéwlsh
backgrounds,™ or who "do not see themselves as being in -conflict”
with their parents or their community.”™ The descriptions of these
young people focus on one central issue: the true meaning of faith.
One student reported that she had never heard her rabbi or teachers
discuss this fundamental question. Another indicated that for him
Judaism had been presented only in its ethnic and cultural dimensions,
without any reference to issues of faith or belief. Others claimed
that they had never had a genuine spiritual experience within the
Jewish setting. Still another complained of the lack of "joy™ in
Jewish life -- "so much of Jewish concern and practice revolves around
tragedy.” Some declared that they felt no sense of community and
fellowship within the Jewish setting. Comments such as these suggest
that, in the words of one Hillel director, "these people are not freaks.
They express a legitimate, spiritual need which we have failed to meet
and which we must now do if we are worth our salt as rabbis."

The conclusions to be drawn are not as obvious as some of the
prescriptions which are being offered in various quarters. On the
one hand it is clear that the challenge of the Jesus freaks is one
which for the present affects a very tiny percentage of Jewish young
people. The challenge of redeeming these "lost souls" will not be
met by massive programs as much as by the establishment of one-to-one
relationships with competent counselors, commztted fellow Jewish
students, or effective rabbis and teachers. -

Operative here would be the rabbinic principle which declares
that "whoever rescues a single soul is credited by Scripture as if
he saved a whole world."

It may be that the creation of experimental Jewish communities
within the campus setting will help retain the loyalties of those to
whom fellowship is a key value. Perhaps an "encounter with Chabad"
or other aspects of Hasidism will convey some of the joys of Judaism.
Certainly the quest for the meaning of faith must be encouraged and
explored.

Nevertheless, there may be dangers in trying to create "real"”
religious experiences in a manner which is artificial or manipulative.
One director questioned whether "any and all techniques which would
create Jewish religious highs are legitimate for the sake of the
greater cause." He stressed that we are not only trying to save a
"Jewish soul" but also to respond to the particularity and unique-
ness of one individual student. Another director asks whether the

(over)
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creation of genuine spiritual experiences is legitimate when these
are grounded "in obscurantism and fundamentalism. In that case,
let's forget it and try to concentrate on implementing our ethical
ideals and leading a Jewish life."

SZF:MS.
May 8, 1972

sab
091172



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
‘MEMORAND UM

May 15, 1972
‘To: ~ Religious and Communal Leaders . '

From: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director of AJC
. Interreligious Affairs

Subject: Some Issues Raised by Forthcoming Evangelism
Campaigns: A Background.Memorandum

Recent announcements of a forthcoming series of nationwide campaigns of
Christian evangelism have begun to raise concern in the Jewish community
about the potential of these programs for intergroup tension and misunder-
standing. The intensification of Christian evangelism raises two different
questions for Jews: 1) How much of this forthcoming activity will be
specifically directed to the conversion of individual Jews or the Jewish
community? 2) Assuming that Jews are not singled out as special objects
for conversion in these forthcoming campaigns, what are the implications

of this "new evangelism" for. the pluralist character of American society,
as well as for the unfolding nature of Jewish-Christian relations?

In response to the first question, it should be emphasized that none of the
nationwide campaigns described below is specifically directed to Jews or
the Jewish community. Nevertheless, those specialized groups and organ-
izations which are committed to winning Jews for Christ have recently
stepped up their activities. The American Board of Missions to the Jews
(Beth Sar Shalom Fellowship) -~ a Hebrew-Christian movement =-- has mounted
a direct conversion effort at the Jewish people through well-financed nation-
wide television programs and full-page ads in major daily newspapers ("So
Many Jews Are Wearing 'That Smile' Nowadays"). The "Jews for Jesus™ move-
ment and the Young Hebrew Christian Alliance (YHCA) have concentrated their
missionary attention on Jewish youth on the college campuses, apparently
riding on the wave of popularity of "the Jesus movement." The Broadway
rock musical "Jesus Christ Superstar™ - shortly to be made into a film in
Israel - which was recently the center of controversy over the portrayal of
Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus, both contributed to and is a by-product
of this movement.

The answer to the second question will depend largely on how these campaigns
develop, how effective they are, and in part, how the Jewish community, and
others, respond to them.

It is apparent that both the general evangelism campaigns and the specific
Hebrew-Christian missionary efforts will confront the Jewish community and
others, during the coming months - and perhaps the next several years - with
one of the most complicated and challenging intergroup and interreligious
problems. How to assure freedom of religion and at the same time preserve
the diverse, pluralist character of American society in the face of tend-
encies to regress to an earlier "Evangelical Empire" which imperially acted
as though Christianity and America were one and the same; how to preserve
the substantial gains that have been made in recent years in Jewish-
Christian understanding, and at the same time to communicate to Christian
evangelists that the Jewish people reject  any theological views that require
that the Jews be "saved" by ceasing to exist as members of the historic
Jewish faith and people, are at the heart of this task of interpretation.
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In response to requests for guidelines and suggestions from the Jewish com-
munity - especially from Rabbis, Hillel Directors and Jewish parents - the
AJC Interreligious Affairs Department has prepared this background memoran-
dum* for the purpose of: (a) providing information about the various pro-
jected evangelism campaigns, and Hebrew-Christian movements; and (b) sug-
gesting approaches for articulating a Jewish response to these efforts in-
sofar as they affect the Jewish community.

CURRENT EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS

One of the most striking phenomena in recent American religious life has
been the renaissance of evangelical Christianity. The period since the end
of World War II has witnessed an extraordinary advance by evangelical groups.
These groups are today growing at a rate which exceeds the expansion:of the
mainline denominations and the rise of the general population. In recent
-years, evangelical bodies have increased their membership 500-700% while the
- major denominations and the Roman Catholic Church have increased by only
75-90%, barely keeping up with the rise in general populatxon.

The contemporary evangelical movement continues to articulate. the tradltlona;
theological concepts of fundamentalist Chr15t1an1ty but with increasing in-
tellectual acumen. The message of evangelicalism is articulated through

a highly skilled and effective utilization of the mass media.

At the-heart of the evangelical thrust is the revivalistic ministry of
Billy Graham who stands today as perhaps the single.most prominent’ religious
leader in America. - The popularity of Dr. Graham has given prestige to a
conservative Protestant message which for generations had been relegated by
many observers to the frlnges of Amerlcan llfe -

The artloulatlon and spread of this evangellstlo message has become in the
last few years a preoccupation among younger Christians. The growth of the
‘"Jesus Movement,” the rise in evengelical seminary enrollment, and the ac-
celerated pace of young people choosing church vocatlons, all testlfy ‘to the
fervor and spread of evangellsm. ' SO -

-The last several years have witnessed a proliferation of ‘mgjor conferences
on evangelism. Since the 1966 Berlin Conference, meetings have been held
in the United States, Canada, Latin America, Africa and Asia. These ses-
sions have brought together evangelists, pastors, educators and lay people
to develop strategy for evangellsm on a regional basis. The next major
conference will be world-wide in scope 1nvolv1ng 3500 delegates in 197H
probably to be held in India.

Although evangelistic activity has chiefly been the concern of conservative
Protestants .there are growing indications that mainline Protestant bodies

as well as Roman Catholics are being influenced by the intensified interest
in evangelism: Thus the National Council of Churches has announced plans
for the development of a new program unit called Evangelism/Celebration; the
.World Methodist Council last year adopted a global evangelism emphasis to
culminate in a world conference in 1974; a world Baptist mission of Recon-
ciliation is scheduled for 1973-75; the General Assembly of the United
Bresbyterlan Church voted to increase its evangelism budget from fifty to

* The factual 1nformatlon in thls document is based on researoh by Gerald
Strober, Consultant on Religious Curricula and specialist in Evengellcal
Relatlons for the AJC. ;




‘eighty thousand dollars; the major Reformed bodies in America participated in
‘an evangelism conference in 1971 and the American Roman Catholic hierarchy
voted to support a natlonwlde evangelistic effort organized by 100 Protes-
tant groups for 1973. ' (There are an estlmaLed 200,000 members 1n the
Catholic Pentecostal Movement ) ' -

Perhaps the two most outstandlng evangelistic events planned for the next
eighteen months are the International Student Congress on Evangelism (known
as Explo '72) to be held in Dallas in June, and Key '73, a year-long effort
that will undoubtedly attract immense 1nterest in the general as well as
religious media. i

Explo '72 is a project of Campus Crusade for Christ, an international stu-
dent movement with 3,000 staff members operating on Y50 campuses, with a
reported budget of 18 million dollars. Bill Bright, the President of Campus
Crusade, is the chairman of Explo. Billy Graham has agreed to serve as
Honorary Chairman. Explo is expected to bring 100,000 Christian young
people to Dallas during the week of June 12-17. The delegates are to meet
in 100 concurrent working sessions aimed at training them effectlvely "to
witness Christ™ on their campus or in their local area. Bright, in dis-
cussing the purpose of Explo recently said, "Explo is a spring-board to
train thousands of college students and generate a movement for Christ whici,
will sweep our country and the world. We are seeking to saturate the entire
nation with the claims of Jesus Christ in LQ?”f Explo will gain national
visibility through nightly television services from the Cotton Bowl. The
event will close on June 17 with an all-day festival keynoted by Billy
Graham, and attended by a projected 250,000 people .

An indication of the surfacing of the ideology of "America as a Christian
nation" at Explo '72 is to be seen in a recent statement by one of the most
prominent leaders of the "Jesus People,” the Rev. Arthur Blessitt of the
Children of God. The 30-year-old evangelist said. he "hopes to get Presi-
dent Nixon to make a public statement as to whether he is personally com-
mitted to Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior." Mr. Blessitt observed,
according to Religious News Service (March 29, 1972), that Explo '72 plans,
among other things to send teams of Christians to witness during the
national political conventions this summer and spoke of his hope "for a

. man who has a perscnal commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord who
will arise on the national political scene.” He added that he expects
Governor Reuben Askew of Florida, who will lead his state's delegation to
Explo '72, to mention his commitment to Jesus Christ when he delivers

the keynote address at. the Democratic National Convention in July.

Even. more important for its potential impact is the Key '73 evangelistic
effort to be launched early next year. This program which has the active
support of over 100 Protestant denom1ngt10ns cites its aim to "blitz" the
continent next vear with an evangelistic crusade., "to confront people with
the gospel of Jesus Christ by proclamation and dgmongtrqtioni_bv'witﬂgéﬁ

*0Other movements in the "Jesus Revolution” include the Inter-Varsity Chris-
tian Pellowshlp, Young Life (1,300 club affiliates); Youth for Christ .
(represented in 2,000 American high schools), Teen Challenge; the Pente-
costals (estlmated 10,000 members); and the Catholic Pentecostals. (who are
committed to the Catholic Church). There are an estimated 600 Christisn
Communes across the country.
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and ministry, by word and deed."” Key '73 has been in the planning since 1967
- when-a small group of leading evangelicals met at a hotel near the Key Bridge
in Washington, D. C., to share their desire for a major national evangeliza-
tion campaign. The plans have been endorsed by the American Baptists, the
United Church of Christ, the United Methodists, ‘the 'three major Lutheran
denominations, and the Anglican Church of Canada, among others. Key '73

is administered by an executive director on loan from one of -the major
Lutheran bodies and by a fifty member central committee. Its organization

is somewhat loosely structured in that each denomination will decide the
precise form of its participation. There will be, however, an extensive
sharing of materials and resources. Following the pattern of the Graham
organization's success, mass media will be emphasized.

B B B _ EVANGELISM AND "JEWS FOR JESUS"

One aspect of the significant increase in evangelistic activity has been the
intensification of efforts aimed at converting Jews to Christianity. Most
of these efforts have been conducted by long established organizations in-
volved with Jewish evangelism, (American Board of Missions to the Jews;
Hebrew-Christian Alliance) but there have been indications of indeperdent

or off-shoot groups formed to evangelize young people, i. e. "Jews for Jesus.’
To date there has been no evidence to suggest that the major evangelical
groups or personalities are dlreetly involved in the campaign to win Jews

to Christ although the 90551b111ty exists that such act1v1ty could occur,
especially if the Jewish mission groups should succeed in attaching them-
selves to the major evangelistic events scheduled for the next several years.
(See attached ad from Eternity magazine.)

There are an estimated 100-150 local ‘and national organlzatlons of Hebrew
Christians. Accordlng to Christianity Today ("Turning on to Jeshua,"Dec. 17,
1971) , "Most mainline denominations have now guietly closed their Jewish
evangelism offices but independent agencies continue to proliferate, and
Jewish evangelism departments are still operated by Chicago's Moody Bible
Instltute and the Bible Instltute of Los Angeles."

The Young Hebrew. Christian ‘Alliance (YHCA) was formed in 1965 to promote
"Messianic Judaism."” It claims several hundred members among young Jews who
believe they are "completed Jews" by following the Messiah Jesus. YHCA and
other Hebrew-Christian groups have sponsored Hanukkah parties, celebrating
Jesus as the Hanukkah Menorah, or Eternal Light of the World. In Phila-
delphia, they sponsor "The Hidden Matzoh“ (The Afikoman), a meeting house at
which groups of young Jews meet to sing, pray, and testify to Jesus as their
personal Messiah. In San Francisco, Martin "Moise"” Rosen of the American
Board of Missions- to the Jews heads the "Jews for Jesus" group. In New
York's Columbia University,-a "Jesus Week™ ‘was sponsored from April 30-May 5,
1972, featuring'a series of lectures, -films, multimedia presentations, and
concerts for the purpose of "presenting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior."

The Planning Committee for Jesus Week included several Hebrew-Christians

of the Alliance Jewish Fellowship and Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian
Fellowship.

In Mlaml, Shalom Internatlonél produces rrélhlng materials - including
"The Five Jewish Laws" - to help those witnessing to Jews to use "the right
terminology."
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According. to Newsweek magazine (April 17, '1972), there are "5,000 or so
Hebrew Christians who worship at the American Board of Missions to the Jews!
two dozen 'outposts! throughout the U.S.; it is estimated that perhaps as
many -as. 100,000 other converts attend ‘Sunday services at Protestant
churches.” Together with some 60 other similar organizations, the American
Board operates almost entirely with money and mlnlsters supplied by evan-
gelical Protestants Ngwsweek reporte ; .

INTERGROUP AND INT Eggg;,‘;“g;o;gs IMPLICATIONS

A number of basic issues are raised for Jews - both as American citizens
and as adherents of Judaism - by these developments which call for the most
careful consideration:
1) Does the revival of "the new evangelism" pose a real threat of regres-
~ sion to the early "Evangelical Empire" stage of American history which

" equated the Klngdom of God with Protestant republicanism (see The Righteous
Empire, by the Rev. Martin Marty), and supported a Christian theocratic
conception of Amerlean 1nst1tut10ns° "Do these tendencies threaten to erode
the ground of pluralism, which made possible the liberal Christian under-
standlng that the Jews are full partners 1n the Amerlcan repub11c7

2) Can the Hebrew-Chrlstlan notlons of “Messzanlc Judalsm" and "completed
Jews through Christ" reverse the recently emerging Christian "theclogies
of Judaism” which view’ the Jewish religion as a living, permanent faith,

_ a source of truth and value to 1ts adherent5°

For Jews to speak of the Jewish roots of Christianity is to contribute to
the enrichment of Christian self-understanding. For Christians to see

their relationship to Judaism solely as one of fulfilment and supersession
is in fact an act of negation of Judaism, for the daughter faith denies

the mother the right to'an 1ndependent, self- determlned exlstenCe by totally
absorblng Juda:sm w1th1n Chrlst1an1ty

A number. of major Christian theologlans* have clearly affirmed that, on the
-basis of the New Testament the believing Christian must acknowledge the
contlnulng validity of Judalsm. At the heart of the Hebrew Christian
claim is the fundamental issue of Christology which Hebrew-Christians do
not appear to comprehend at all from the perspectivé of Judaism. The

issue has been stated forthrlghtly by Rabb1 Jakob Petuehowskl in his book,
Heirs of the PharISEES' .

" To eon51der Jesus as the - Messiah may have been, from the
point of view of the Synagogue, a factual mistake (in light
of the absence uf a fundamental change in the ellmlnatlon

* Professors Krister Stendahl, W. D. Davies, Markus Barth, Coert Rylaarsdam.
Franklin Littell, Roy Eckardt, the late Reinhold Niebuhr and Paul Tillich,
Revs. Edward Flannery, Gregory Baum, Cornelius Rijk, Msgr. John M.
Oesterreicher, Rosemary Reuther, Monika Hellw1g, Dr. Albert Outler, Dr.
James Parkes, Dr. Johan Snoek, Rev. Joseph Fitzmeyer, Rev. Bruce Vawter,
Rev. John Pawlikowski, Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, Rev. William Harter, among
others.
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of evil in history ‘and other signs of the Messianic Age--MT).
But it was not a religious sin. To consider Jesus as part
of a divine trinity was .another matter altogether. A 'Son
of Noah' could believe that the one God had divine shittuph
(associates) and still qualify as one of 'the righteous men
among the nations.' ‘A 'Son of Israel', however, was bound -
to such a radical form of monotheism that he wes unable to
distinguish between a monotheistic trinitarianism and a
polytheistic tri-theism...A Jew who believed in divine
'associates' was simply considered an idolater, and could
not enjoy, in the eyes of the Synagogue, the status ac-
corded the Gentile Christian.’

3) Should Jews oppose conversion campaigns by Christians dlrected at Jews,
and vice versa° - Here, too, the views of Rabbi Petuchowskl are instructive:

"We admit that the wholehearted Jew and the wholehearted

- Christian have no need to convert each other to their re-
spective faiths; they would, indeed, be untrue to their
divine calling were they to do so. But our world is not
populated by wholehearted Jews and Christians. It is in-
habited by the religiously uprooted, the spiritually des-
titute. Not every offspring of Jewish parents actualizes
his Jewish potentlal Not every pagan born into a Chrlstlan 
household does, in fact, become a Christian. The world is
full of only nominal Christians and nominal Jews. The Syna-
gogue has a primary obllgatlon to win over the nominal Jew
to a full acceptance of the 'yoke of the commandments,’' just
as the Church as a primary obligation to lead the nominal
Christian to Jesus, and through Jesus, to the Father. But
addr9551ng himself to the mass of agnostics, atheists, and
religiously uprooted, one cannot always discriminate and
dlStlngUlSh between those of Jewish and those of Gentile
origin. Church and Synagogue, in entering the’ marketplace
of ideas, must offer and describe their wares to all comers,
and must answer the queries. of all questioners.  And. it may
well happen that, here and there, the Jewish answer will
appeal to the nominal Christian, just as the Christian an-
swer may appeal to the nominal Jew. Of course, Jews con-
sider a wide occurrence of the latter alternative as highly .
unlikely. Why should the twentieth century be more propi-
tious for the Christian mission to the Jew than the last
nineteen centuries have been? But theoretically the pos-
sibility of a limited kind of 'two-way traffic' must be
granted. ..But this possibility must never be more than a
peripheral concern. It must be granted and openly faced

in order to make a true and honest 'dialogue' possible.

It cannot, however, be the sole content of that 'dialogue’
itself. That can only be concerned with the tasks and-

the challenges whlch confront us in common.. :

4) Is there a possibility that the evangelism campaigns with their émphasis
on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus may provide new occasions for
negative and hostile portrayals of Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus?



That such a possibility exists is evidenced by the controversy over the
stereotyped views of the role of the Jewish people and the high priests of
Israel in the Broadway rock musical Jesus Christ Superstar.®* Writing in

a recent issue of The Christian Centurv, Dr. Richard Gelwick, Chairman of the
-Religion and Philosophy Department. at Stephens College, Columbla, Mo., stated
that he sees the "threat of anti-Semitism emanating from the Jesus revolu-
tion" ‘on the basis of a "dogmatism stemmlng from -biblical literalism --
including the charge of Jewish guilt."

To anticipate this eventuality, this writer communicated such concerns to
Dr. Billy Graham, who had repudiated the "deicide" charge during a sermon
at his Charlotte Crusade in March, 1972. 1In reply, Dr. Graham wrote on
April 18, 1972: . T L

"I appreciate your encouraging comments concerning remarks
I made in Charlotte. I have made a p01nt of doing this
in every sermon that E preach concerning the death of

. Jesus Christ. : : :

I shall most certalnly see- that thxs emph351s is made in
~ the forthcoming EXPLO '72 o B My S ruts

5) On March 1, 1972 the Rabbinlcal Court of Justlce of the ASSOClathH of
Synagogues of Massachusetts issued an official decree declaring,. inter alia,
‘that "a person born of Jewish parents, when he joins the so called 'Hebrew-
Christian' movement, abdicates his rights as a member of the Jewish fait
This is an understandable response on a juridical . level but raises the
guestion of a more adequate response to the conversion of young Jews to
Jesus on the part of the Jewish community. Do not such conversions con-
stitute a judgment on the failure of our organized religious institutions
and our homes to communicate meaningfully Jewish ideals, values, and. ex-
perience to our own young people? :

SUGGESTIONS

With issues as complex as these, it would be foolhardy even to suggest
that a clear-cut plan exists for coming to grips with what is essentially
the situation of the Jew in the diaspora. But perhaps these starting points
may be in order as a way of beginning to approach these serious challenges:

1) Seek to place the question of "Evangelism and the Jews" on the
agenda of Jewish community relations councils, rabbinic boards, local
synagogues and temples, AJC chapters with a view toward initiating a seri-
ous, informed discussion and educatlon program on the issues outlined in
this document.

2) Appropriate Jewish representatives who are prepared to deal with
these issues on the basis of adequate study and information should seek to
place these concerns on the agenda of interreligious and Jewish-Christian
institutes and dialogue groups. (Such a discussion has been arranged Wlth
the staff of the National Council of Churches.)

* BAn analysis of this production by Gerald Strober is available from the
American Jewish Committee.
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3) Jewish scholars, skilled in addressing interfaith groups, should
be invited to discuss these issues in a constructive spirit with local
Christian or interfaitih ministerial associations.

_ 4). Carefully-wrltten and balanced artxcles on these issues should be
placed in appropriate Christian and religious periodicals and journals with
a view toward sensitizing the Christian community to Jewish concerns.

5) Radio and TV programs 1nvolv1ng the most competent and informed
Jewish spokesmen should be used.

6) Special attention should be paid to Jewish youth on the university
campuses with whom these issues might be discussed directly from the per-
spectives of Jewish tradition.

7) We would caution against panicky reactions, against baseless
suspicien of all Christian motivations in approaching Jews for dialogue
or interreligious programming, and against withdrawal from the arena of
interreligious activity. Jews have benefited greatly and substantially
from increased Jewish-Christian cooperation in recent years: 'in revised
and improved Christian textbooks, in training programs for Christian
teachers, in massive Christian support for Soviet Jewry, and in increasing
sympathy for the cause of Israel. These gains must not be lost through an
irrational reaction to movements which rely on persuasion and not coercion.

Pinally, we would very much appreciate if you would keep us informed
. of any developments in your community relating to these issues, both in
terms of evangelical activity and Jewish programmatic responses.

ab
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JEWISH STUDENT CENTER

University of Miami
MEMORANDUM

TO: Community Relations Council; Rabbinical A55001at10n
and Others Concerned

FROM: Rabbi Stanley A. Ringler

SUBJECT: Jews for Jesus Campaign

I have recently learned that a concerted campaign to proselytize
among young Jews will be initiated in the Greater Miami area this
academic year.

Under the professional leadership of the Campus Crusade for Christ
a national fundamentalistic organization, teams of professional and
lay workers will seek to develop a movement of "Jews for Jesus"
among our youth. '

Campus Crusade for Christ is a well oiled and financed group which
was behind the massive Jesus freak conclave in Houston this summer.
Tens of thousands of their professional and young lay workers joined
together in a "ecrusade" of learning, inspiration and tactical train-
ing. Seeking to carry the momentum thus generated, a mini-conclave
will be held locally in early September. After that, teams will

fan out around the community.

I am aware of at least one headquarters/office in South Miami which

'is manned by about eight full time professional workers. In the

past year this office developed about five student teams numbering
from two to four part time workers who worked through the dormitories
on the University of Miami campus.

We have tried several means of counteracting the efforts of this
organization. It is a difficult job, however, because of several
factors:

(1) The student teams work through dorms on a nightly basis
in private meetings. While I have attended several of
these sessions it is not possible to be in all places at
once on a nightly basis.

(2) The official organization is a recognized campus group
which holds meetings on a scheduled basis. I have attended
these as well and found them to be large and attractive
settings at which time a few Jewish *guests" are worked
on through group pressure and by many "loving" individuals.

— e e s e e e e e o e o e e e e e e e e e o s m— e = —
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(3) The organization has not broken any legal or University
regulations. They are above-board but not incapable of
some deception and manipulation. On the latter point I
have, in concert with others, attempted to embarrass and
intimidate them for actions which I have called dishonest
and immoral. This effort has little more than a temporary

sobering effect.

It is interesting to note that C.C.C. is not a participating group

in the University Chaplains Association. My Christian colleagues

like these people no more than we Jews. Since C.C.C. condemns the
organized church institution and offers a paper thin theology of

love, happiness, and salvation through Jesus alone, they have generated
a great deal of hostility in organized church circles.

The campus chaplains have refused to assist the C.C.C. or other such
groups in their efforts and have pledged help to Hillel in whatever
programs we develop to deal with C.C.C. efforts among Jews. (In the
past C.C.C. did not pay special attention to Jews.)

On the basis of man power alone we shall not be able to deal with a
ma jor campaign in the community. If there will be as many as fifteen
to twenty-five workers on our campus (!) and perhaps others working
at F.I.U. and Miami Dade as well as at the high schools, then we,
with our numerous other responsibilities, will not be prepared to
deal with this challenge adeguately.

We are, however, planning at least one major programmatic effort to
deal with this issue in a dramatic way.

I want you to be alerted to this problem and to understand that our
young people are terribly ill equipped to respond to the psuedo-in-
tellectual and emotional challenges C.C.C. peer group teams confront
them with.

Is it possible to establish a community wide effort in concert with
institutional church organizations to counteract this campaign?

I will make myself available to those in our own community who wish
to understand the tactics employed by C.C.C. groups. I have com-
piled extensive notes at their small and large sessions.

cc: Rabbi Leon Kronish
Chairman, Community Relations Council
Mr. Myron Brodie
Rabbi Solomon Schiff
Mr. David Kenin
Mr. Dick Goldstein

August 24, 1972

sab
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PUBLISHERS, INC.
One Park Avenue
New York, N. Y. 10016
i (212) 689-8920

Summary of Meeting
School Division Committee on Research
Friday, July 7, 1972

Present: James R. Squire, CHAIRMAN, C. Allen Fort, Richard B. Gladstone

: : Robert Marble, Wallace S. Murray, Frank N. Paparello, Landon
H. Risteen, Donald R. Senter, Ray Sluss, Edward Smlth Thomas
S Griffin, Mary McNulty '

Absent: Vincent A. Alexander, Melvin Barnes, James Guiher, Jerome S.
Ozer, Treadwell Ruml, Sarah See

Guests: Pat Holahan (Follett), Elaine Daly (Houghton Mifflin), Mal
: Vogel (EDL/McGraw-Hill), Martha Hayes (Harper & Row) ,
Dominica Raciti (American Book), Eleanor Carlson (Ginn)

One of the major missions of the Committee on Research is to respond

to criticism of content of instructional materials. The committee
agreed to devote a .full day session to discussion with two separate
organizations representing minorities who have expressed dissatisfactior
with the representation of their groups in instructional materials.

National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council

In the morning the Committee met with representatives of the National
Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council: Mr. Philip Jacobson and
Rabbi Balfour Brickner. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a
proposal by the NJCRAC to establish a means for obtaining the views
of Jewish scholars on social studies manuscripts. NJCRAC would be
the mechanism through which publishers' materials would be channeled
to a small panel of Jewish scholars for criticism and comments. The
reactions would then be consolidated and forwarded to the publisher,
together with the names of the scholars participating. This proposal
was made to the Research Committee in lieu of a prior one where pub-
lishers would receive a list of Jewish scholars that would serve as
consultants to individual publishers. The NJCRAC stated that it was
important to have a more structured approach and they would prefer

to direct the manuscripts to selected scholars; feeling that NJCRAC
.would have more influence getting them to cooperate in the project.
It was stressed that there was no attempt at censorship -- that the
NJCRAC would merely be providing a service.

Dgring the discussion that followed publishers raised several ques-
tions: how much time would the process involve; at what stage of
preparation would the materials be submitted; would such a service



not establish a precedent which wquid:have to be followed with other
minorities interested in content of instructional materials? Publish-
ers indicated that there were several stages during the publishing

process at which they might 1nvolve consultants such as the suggested
panel of scholars. .

It was observed that the service would appear to be giving the "stamp
of approval" of the Jewish community to a manuscript, although this
was not the intention. NJCRAC reaffirmed that the concept would
function only with a publisher's willingness to use the service.

The question was raised as to whether the service would extend to
assessment of authors that the puhllsher has or is about to contract
~ to determine if they represent the spirit of NJCRAC beliefs. While
the publishers were very appreciative of the integrity and coopera-
tion the NJCRAC was willing to provide, they would be most reluctant
to submit unpublished manuscripts to such a service. In addition,
publishers felt it would be more productive to work with the experts
dlreetly rather than through a committee.. After_npre discussions,

‘a new,- compromise suggestion was ‘put- forward:. That the NJCRAC set

up a consultant service which individual publlshers could contact
directly. Publishers could discuss their project with NJCRAC who
would then provide the names of scholars who might serve as authors
or as consultants. Publishers would also have the option of sub-
mitting their manuscript to a panel of scholars selected by NJCRAC.
This would provide latitude  and  flexibility for publishers. The .
~service would apply to the full range of print and non-print. instruc-
- .tional materials. The AAP would inform members of the School Division,
College Division and Religious Book Division of the service and strong-
ly solicit publisher participation. It was further agreed that this
mode would be experimental in the beglnnlng and subject to change and
improvement as both publisher and NJCRAC gained experlence from the
working relatlonshlps. : :

"It was agreed that reprESEntatlves of the NJCRAC and AAP would refer
this new proposal to their organizations for approval: In the mean-
time, the NJCRAC would begln assembling the list of scholars who
would be available for consulting. :As spoon as agreement is reached
by the two groups, AAP wlll notify. publlshers of the service.

MM:sf
7/28/72
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be noted at the outset that these questions are reieﬁant-withip

DRAFT 9/27/72
EVANGELISM '

Introduction:

One of the mqst significant trends on’the dontemporary
American reiigious scene concerns tﬁe intensifipation-of programs
of evaﬁgelism. The recent .youth congress populatly known as Explo '72
and the forthcoming year long evangelistic effort known as Kéy '73
thiéh takes as_its theﬁe "célling our continent to Christﬁ)'are
tﬁo”prime manifestations of the inéfeased attentipn being given’
evangelism by the churches.

The focus on evangelism raises several serious questions for

the Jewish community:

) 1. How much of the projected evangelistic activity will

Jews or the Jewish community? o -

2., What éffect will these_programs have on intergroup and

\ ' "be specifically directed to the conversion of individual
1
l
, community relations?

3. What impact will such programming have on the emerging

Christian "theologies of Judaism" which view the Jewish
religion as a living, valid, permanent faith?
\. 4. What are the implications of this evangelism for the

\ pluralist character of American society?

\

3

\ - This document developed in response to numerous requests for
guidelines and suggestions articulated by members of the Jewish
community, will attempt to deal ‘with the above questions. It must

A

two contexts:



. @
: [ EvangéliSm whiéh is genéfal in nature and touchés Jews
in a peripheral manner.

2, Evangelism which is specificaliy difected at Jews.aﬁd the

Jewish community.

I Contemporary Evangelism

'Eﬁéngelicéllgroups are'tbday growing at a rate which exceeds.the
expansion of the mainline denominations and the rise of the

general population. The contemporry evangelical movement continues to
articulate the traditional theological conéepté of fundamentalist
Christianity but with inéreasing intellectual acumen, Moreover,

the ﬁessage of current evangelicalism is communicated thrbugh a

bighly skilled and effective use of the mass media.

The articulation and spread of this evangelistic message has become
in recent years a major preoccupation of younger Christians. Thus

the 80,000 young people representlng every region of the United
' §m¢_ € Yoz
-States and Canada who attended Explo ' 7?}graphically suggests
: e . b H
the-uib%aney‘bf current evangelicalism. Established organizations

such as Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, Youth For Christ and

-t

- Campus Cruéade for Christ have been joined by organizations born

.oﬁt'of the ferment of the. Jesus Movement. The § 5~ of these
groups can be measured by fhe accelerated number of young people
o . . | Py .'

chosing church-related vocations as well as by the rise in en-

rollments at almost every major evangelical theological seminary.



II

The resurgence of evangelical activity has resulted in the con-
vening of several major conferences on evangelism, Since the
1966'ﬁbr1d Congress on Evangelismlin Berlin; meetings havé been
conducted in the United States; Canada, Latin America, Africa
and Asia. These sessions brought together evangelists, pastors,
educators and lay people to develop strategies for evangelism
on a regional basis. Plans are now beiﬁg déveloped for a world
conference, involving 3,000 persons to be held in Europe in 1974.
Although evangelistic activity has chiefly been the concern
of conservative Protestants, there are growing indications that

mainline Protestant bodies as well as Roman Catholics are béihg

. influenced by the intensified interest in evangelism. Thus the

National Council of Churches has annbunced plans for the develop-
ment of a new program unit called Evangelism/Celebration:; the
World Methodist Council last year adopted a global evangelism
emphasis to culminate in a world conference in 1974; a world
Baptist mission of Reconciliation is scheduled for 1973-75;
the major Reformed bodies in America participated in an evangelism
conference in 1971 and the American Roman Catholic hierarchy voted
to support Key '73,
Key '73 |

The most prominent evangelistic event planned for the next

eighteen months is Key '73, an aggressive nationwide campaign.
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‘Key '73 which was initiélly discussed by a small group of

evangelicals meeting at a motel near the Key Bridge in Arlington, -
Virgini%;currently has the active participation of.over 130
groups, including'evangeliéals, mainline Pfotesta:%, Pentecostals,
independent aésociations and churches'and some Roman Catholic
di&pceses. The stated purpose of Key '73 £§<Lo share with

every peréon in North America more fully and more forcefully

the claims and ﬁessage of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to con-
front people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ by_proclamation and
demonstration by witness and‘miniQtry, by word.and deed?

The campaign is administered by an executive director, on loan
from one of the major Lutheran bodies and by a fifty membef central
committée. The strﬁcture:of Key f?jﬁallgﬁéﬁfqyfextensive local,
regional aﬁd'dgﬁominafioﬁél seif-déféémingiisgi{n styln and pro-

gram. There will be however an extensive sharing of materials

and resources.

‘The program of Key '73 will begin with an "Advent Repentance

and Prayer Thrust" in December 1972, This will be followed by

- a national television speéial in January 1973. Another television:

special will be aired as an Easter Celebration. Other programmatic

aspects will include lay community surveying and witness, Bible

- study, youth outreach, leisure study and work, state fair missions,

and arts oriented activities. The climax of the campaign will

come after Christmas 1973 with a "Covenant Celebration."
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III Evangelism and the Jewish Community

The resurgence of the evaﬁgelical movement among Christians
has apparently encouraged an intensification of éfforts aimed at
converfing Jews to Christianity. Mbst of these efforts have been
conducted by long established organizations involved with Jeuish
evangelism. The 1argést of the more thén 100 local and national
organizations of "Hebrew-Christians," The American Board of Missions

to the Jews, maintains two dozen mission stations throughout the

United States and publishes a monthly periodicai The Chosen People.
In recent months the American Board has undertaken a well-financed

media campaign utilizing nationwide tlevision ('"The Passover')

and full page ads in major daily newspapers. (''So Many Jews are

‘Wearing 'That Smile' Nowadays')

Although reliable étatistics in this area are hard to come by,
Newsweek magézine estimates that there are about 100,000 Jewish
converts who regularly attend Christian worship services. The
magazine also reports that about "5000 or so 'Hebrew—Christiaﬁé'
worship at American Boa?d of Missions to the Jews 'outposts'
in the U, S."

A by-product of the increased missions-to-theJews activity
has been the formation of independent or off-shoot groups whose
program. is specifically dire;ted at evangelizing Jewish young people,
fhus the "Jews for Jesus' organization was founded by

Martin Moishe Rosen, an ordained Baptist minister, who is listed
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it - — ' as the San Francisco representative
of the American Board of Missions to the Jews. Rosen was a
featured speaker at the "Jesus Festival" recently held at

Madison Square Garden.

Likewise the Young Hebrew Cbristian Alliance was formed in
1965.33 an arm of the adult oriented Hebrew Christian Alliance.
The YHCA €&€laims several hundred members and sponsors a meeting
house in Philadelphia, "The Hidden Matzoh', where groups of
young Jews gather to sing, pray and testify to Jesus as their

personal Messiah,

That conversionary groups have been active on college and
university campuses is evident by & survey conducted among
B'nai Brith Hillel directors and counsellors at 80 institutions.

The survey reported by Samuel Z, Fishman (Comment from the Cempus:

The 'Jesus Freaks'), indicates that 50 of the schools studied

experienced conversionary activities by one or more groups.

* While only 15 of the 50 campuses repeorted that conversions of
Jewish stﬁéenﬁs by campus evangelists, schools such as the
University of Michigan, U.C.L.A;'and the University of Pennsylvania

estimated the incidence of Jewish conversion to Christianity

was as high as 25-30,

The Hillel Survey makes the following observations concerning

the motivations for Jewish apostacy:



Sy
1;_50?.3 nuﬁber of individuals_fhe attraction seems to

|  5e.fEe cﬁrrent étep in a.series-of experiﬁents, and foliows in-
volvement with drugs, transcendenfal'meditatioﬁ, Eastern
religion, astrology. | B
2. Conversion to Christianity_is thé latest manifestation
of the étudént's fundameptal’rejection of family, synagogue
jand_community. B N L
3. In sbme cases psyéhologiéal factors play a siénificant
role iﬁ_accounting for the student's behavior.
4. -For some Christian;ty-provided aASpipitqal experience

??i' o o£fhefeté£e¥e_unknownedimension&,#

To date, there;has been no evidence to suggest_thaf the major
evéngelical aroups’ or pérsonalities are directly involved in
the campaign to win Jews to Christ, although the possibiiity
exists.thaﬁsuch.ac;ivity could oécur, pspecialiy if the Jewish
mission organizations should succeed in attaching themselves to

the major'evangelistic events scheduled fd%the next several years.

IV),Gbmmunity Relations Asnecﬁs bf Eﬁangelistic Campaigns

There 1 a distinct possibility that the upcoming evangelistic

campaigﬁs with their emphasis on tbe-life, death and resurrection

of_Jesus may pt0vide new OCéasions for negative and hostile portrayals-
- of JewS-relatiVé-to the crqcifixionlof Jesus, . That such a poss-
_ ibi1ity exists is eﬁidenced'by_tﬁé contrbversy over the stefeot&ped

views of the role of the Jewish people and the high priests of

- Israel in the Broadway rock musical Jesus Christ Suparstar. The
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potential for such negative projections is inherent in an aggreésive
“evangelical stance according to Dr. Richard Gelwick, Chairman

of the‘Religion Department of Stephens College who wrote in a .

recent Christian Century article of the "Threat of anti-Semitism
emanating from the Jesus revolution" on the basis of a "dogmatism
stemming from biblical literalism-- including the charge of Jewish

guile,"

It should also be noted that the denigration of Jewish religion
and its spiritual vaY/; has tradltlonally been a stock in trade
of those organizations involved in evangeligsing Jews. Thus, a
brochure distributed by the American Board of Missions to the Jews
‘states
Never before in Israel's history has the Jew
been in sorer need of the Gospel. The Jew is adrift from
the moorings of his 0ld Testament....Bewildered and misled
by the empfiness of Judaism and the false aims of Zionism,

he is on the hunt for something to replace what he has lost.
(Pray For the Peace of Jerusalem 10/71)

In similar fashion an article in The Chosen People, a publication
of the American Board summarizes Jewish religious experience

Finally the hg}dening-of Israel has manifest itself in
their absolute ignorance of .the nature and purpose of
the law...The rabbis have conceived of the law as an

excellent system whereby man can find favor and merit
with God. The regulations imposed by them upon the

nation with this view in mind are sometimes downrlght
absurd.

(The Chosen People, May 1972, p. 15) T*“"‘;“*““"
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While statements éuch.as the above are baéically intended to
convince Jews of the worthiness of Christianity as opposed to
Judaism, the fact that such materials are wideiy distributed
to non-Jews acts to reinforce anti-Jewish prejudice as well as
to continue distorted and stereotypic images of Jews and Judaism

within the general population.

Fortunately there are evangelical leaders, outside of the Jewish
ston Threune |

mission £i€T8 who are becoming sensitized to the problems created
By negative interpretations of Jewish experience. Recently Dr.
Billy Graham repudiated the deicide.éharge in a sermon at.Charlotte,
North Carolina. Dr. Graham wrote the following to Rabbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum on April 18, 1972:

I appreciate your encouraging comments coﬁcerning

remarks made in Charlotte. I have made a point of

doing this in every sermon that I preach concerning

the death of Jesus Christ.

Towards a Positive Christian Theology of Judaism

For Jews to speak of the Jewish roots of Christianity is to con-
tributé to the enrichment of Christian self-understanding. For
.Christians to see theif reiationship to Judaism s;lely as one of
fulfillment and supersession is in fact an act of negation of

Judaism, for the daughter faith denies the mothér the right to an
independent, self determined existence by totally absorbing Judaism wii%
- in Christianity,  In contradistinction to "'Hebrew-Christian"

notions of_"messignic Judaism" and %oﬁpletéd Jews tbrbugh ChrisEP

a number of Cﬁristigﬁ_theoloéians havé clearly affirmed that,

on the bais of the ﬁew Teétameﬁt, the believing Christian must

écknowledge the continuing validity of Judaism. To some scholars
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" the assertion that Judaism is a permanent source of truth for

Jews, demands an end to all attempts by Christians to convert
Jews.

.EvangeliSm and Pluralism

- Tmplicit in a discussion of the new evangelism is the question

as to whether-the evangelical renassiance poses a threat to
piuralismlin America; The evangelical revival may lead to a
regression to that earlier stage of American history marked by
the concept oF "Evangelical Empire'. This concept supported

s N
a Christian theocratic perception of American institutions

and had serious consequences for reldigious minorities., In the

- coming months and'perhaps years the Jewish community will be

faced with the problem‘of how to assure freedom of religion

while at'the saméﬁsgzserving the ﬁluralistic character of American
society in the face of pressures which assume that Christianity
and America are synonymous. Thus-the potential erosion of thé
liberal Christian understanding that Jews are full partners in the

American republic may be one of the most significant results of

the reéuré?%Ce'of evangelism,

Sugegestions For Further Study and Action

With issues as complex as these, it would be foolhardy even to

suggest that a clear-cut plan exists for coming to grips with what

is essentiaily the situation of the Jew in the diaqufa. But per-

haps these statting points may be in order as a.way of begiﬁning

to approach these serious challenges:

-

i
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1. Special attention should be paid to Jewi§h yoqth on the |
University campuses with whom these issues might be discussed
directly from the perspectives of Jew1s@ tradition.. In many.
cases, one-to-one relationships with skilled cou?selors, com-
mitted fellow Jewish students, or effective rabbis and teachers

will be required.

" 2. Seek to place the question of'"Evangelism,and‘the Jews?"
on the agenda of Jewish community relations cpum:lls3 rabbl?lc
boards, local synagogues and temples, AJC—ghapters ?1th a view
toward initiating an informed discussion and education program
‘on the issues outlined in this document. :

3, In situations where the need is indicated, appropriate

" Jewish representatives who are prepared to deal wi?h these
issues on the basis of adequate study and information s?o?ld
seek to place these concerns on the agenda of inter-religious
and Jewish-Christian institutes and dialogue groups. _(S?ch
a discussion has been arranged with the staff_ofnpbg Nat;opal_
Council of Churches the Smithern Baptist Convention,

‘Baptist Conference, the”UQigéQ;ﬁeFEQQist Church, among others,)

B

4, Jewish scholars, skilled in addressing interfaith groups,

should be invited to discuss these issues in a constructive
spirit with local Christian or interfaith ministerial asso-
ciations where the local situation requires.

5. Carefully-written and balanced articles on these issues

should be placed in appropiate Christian and religious
periodicals and journals with a view toward sensitizing the
Christian community to Jewish concerns., AJC will be pro-
viding such materials, including articles on '"Jesus and the
Jewish Tradition."

6. We would caution against over-reactions, against baseless
suspicion of all Christian motivations in approaching Jews

" for dialogue or interreligious programming, and against with-

drawal from the arena of interreligious activity. Jews have
benefitted greatly and substantially from increased Jewish-.
Christian cooperation in recent years; in revised and improved .
Christian textbooks, in training programs for Christian teachers,
in massive Christian support for Soviet Jewry, and in increasing
sympathy for the cause of Israel. These gains must not be lost
through an irrational reaction to movements which rely on per-
suasion and not coercion. :

'.Finally, we would-very much appreciate if you would keep us informed
of any developments in your community relating to these issues, both
in terms of evangelical activity and Jewish programmatic responses.

j -]

the Americar
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE @5—»
RECOMMENDATIONS TO AJC PLENARY SESSION FROM - r 2

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION

Several recommendations to this Plenum emerged from the extremely
informative and stimulating meetings of our Interreligious Affairs
Commission. The first springs from the emerging emphasis on Christian
Evangelism which will be centered around two forthcoming events: Explo '72,
meeting in Dallas in June, sponsored by the Campus Crusade for Christ, which
anticipates a turnout of 100,000, mainly young people, and Ke '73; a
yeaf-long programmatic emphasis involving mainline Protestant and some
Catholic groups, as well as the more traditional Evangelistic groups.

wWhile neither of these campaigns is specifically directed to the
convprsion of Jews, they pose some problems for us. One is that the
more aggressive so-called Hebrew-Christian groups attempting to convert
Jews will climb on the bandwagon. A second problem -- less direct; bug
perhaps more serious in_consequence -- is that the effort "to bring the
nation to Jesus" and thereby canvert the country into a "Christian
republic" may threaten the pluralistic concept of America, which has
been so beneficial to Jews.

Thére are also dangers on the other side -- ﬁhat is the possibility of
the Jewish response being over-reactive and irrational. Some in the
Jewish community, who have always been opposed to dialogue and suspicious
oflinterreliqious programming, may seize on these campaigns as a rationale
for withdrawal, ignoring the importantlrole the dialogue has played in
winning support for Soviet Jewry, Israel, and in combatting anti-Semitism.

1. Our Commission, therefore, recommends that this Plenary Session y

authorize the Interreligious Affairs Department to begin a double-edged
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program: first, to inform the Jewish community, in a reasoned and faqtual way,

abbut these forthcoming Evangelistic campaigns, who is sponsoring them,

what their goals are, and how the Jewish community may most effectively

respond. The Commission recommends that a background memorandum on
"Evangelism and the Jews" just prepared by Rabbi Tanenbaum be made
available to Jewish religious and communal leaders as the basis for
study, discussion, and effective planning, especially with regard to
Jewish youth in high schools and on university campuses.

It is further suggested, that AJC communicate our concern to

responsible Christian leaders about the implications of these activities

for American pluralism and for Jewish-Christian relations.

2. We recommend that local chapters of the AJC consider organizing

interreligious consultations on Soviet Jewry during the coming year,

based on the successful exﬁerience of the National Interreligious
Consultation on Soviet Jewry held in Chicago in March. The Inter-
religious Affairs Department stands ready to assist any AJC Chapter
that will plan to undertake such a program.

3. We recommend that the AJC area offices and local chapters become
actively involved in the 6rganization and implementation of the

Christian Visitors to Israel program which has just been launched.

The Commission urges AJC leadership to cooperate in building further
financial support of this program, especially through the investment
of Israel Bonds earmarked for this purpose.

4. ?he Commission~yecommenddg that the forthcoming publication iﬁ the

Fall of the updated AJC olic and Protestant textbook studies be

Ny
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P
be incorporated as a higher priority in our national programming during
the coming year. In that connection, we recommend the incorporation

into our progr‘\\hmt ials of a new sound audio-visual film strip on

"Christians and Jews: Troubled Brotherhood” prepared by Sister Sizanne

Noffke, which/{:,a mov;:a\and informative documentary on 2000 yeafs of
anti-s,/' ism and Jewish-Christian relations.

P )
5. The Commission recommends that our chapters consider sponsoring

during the coming year an "interfaith folk rock service" which the

Buffalo Chapter of AJC initiated and which has become an effective
instrument for helping create a sense of community across religious,
racial and ethnic lines.

Information and assistance in ﬁhe implementation of all these
programs and projects will be made available by AJC's Interreligious

Affairs Department.
Approved by the Interreligious Affairs Commission
AEmericana Hotel

May 3, 1972

72-105-5



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMIT'i'EE

date November 30, 1972 (dictated Nov. 29)

to Marc Tanenbaum

from Isaiah Terman

subject News items re Wake Forest College' conferenée
(your memo of 11/22) : '

I regret to advise that I have é'négatiﬁe from

Bert Gold in regard to distribution of the Religious

News Service and Jewish Week items that you brought

to my attention.

The material is returned herewith, as you requested.

IT:hlf _
Encl.

WNPUSJOUW DL
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COLLOQUIUM ON 'CIVIL RELIGION!
DEPLORES SOME PROSELYTIZING

By Religious News Service (11-14-72)

WAKE FOREST, N.C, (RNS) =-- An interzeligious colloquium on "Civil
Religion in America” here adopted a wide-ranging statement that called
for continuous judgment of "civil religion," deplored some proselytizing
movements, and urged repentance for bigotry.

The statement, adopted Nov. 1, was released by the American Jewish
Committee.

According to the Committee, which co-sponsored the colloquium with
the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, the resolution "marks
the first time that a Southern Baptist group joined in a resolution
repudiating proselytism of other groups, including Jews."

With regard to civil religion, the resolution declared that it
"mist be subjected to continuous judgment and critique in order to prevent
its becoming transformed into idolatrous and demonic cultural religion."

Acceptance of religious pluralism was cited as one basic feature
of American civil religion in the statement. The colloquium participants
deplored "tendencies of certain proselytizing movements which do not | —_—
adequately respect the integrity of diverse religidus and cultural “groups
and which manifest inadequate respect for personhocod.™

Suggesting that civil religion has frequently "masked or sanctioned
racism, anti-Semitism, and prejudice," the statement called for "personal
and collective repentance for the diverse ways in which W@ have abused
the dignity of persons through our personal and institutional bigotries.™

It asked that "leadership at all levels, including seminarians of the
various Jewish and Christian communities, might cooperate in activities
designed to remove injustices and to bring about reconciliation among
members of faiths and races."

The statement was prepared by a joint committee consisting of Dr. Elmo
Scroggin, Dr. Luther Copeland, and Dr, Thomas Bland, all of the Baptist
seminary, and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee and co-chairman of the colloquium.

Full text of the resclution follows:

"We approach the status of civil religion in America with an awareness
of its complexity and its possibility of variant interpretations. We
affirm a common fund of such shared values as equality, individual
liberty, religious and cultural pluralism, and civic responsibility
for social justice. At the same time, we are very much concerned
about the exploitation and abuse of the symbols and values of the civil
religion by those who would manipulate it for the purpose of serving
their own private or national interests. In this sense.the civil
religion must be subjected to continuous judgment and critique in order to
prevent its becoming transformed into idolatrous and demonic cultural
religion. We agree that there is need for continued serious study of
the praoblems raised by civil religion.

(more)
PAGE -11-
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"We acknowledce that a basic feature of the American ethos and the
civil religion is the acceptance of religious pluralism, which implies
the right of every group to preserwve its religioms integrity. At the
same time, on tne basis cf a commitment to religious liberty and freedom
of conscience, we affirm the right of every group to proclaim its truth.
We deplore tendencies of certain proselytizing movements which do not
adequately respect the integrity of diverse religious and cultural groups
and which manifest inadeguate respect for personhood. We would hope that
movements for religious renewal would recognize that & genuine religious
commitment involves profound responsibility for redemptive and reconciling
action in society.

"In the face of the reality that both civil religion and the
historic religious communities have frequently masked or sanctioned
racism, anti-Semitism, and prejudice, we feel the need to call for
personal and collective repentance for the diverse ways in which we have
abused the dignity of persons through our personal and institutional
bigotries., We urge that genuine contrition be made manifest by undertaking
specific actions of healing and help for those who have been denied their
basic human rights. In such efforts we would hope that leadership at
all levels, including seminarians of the various dewish and Christian
communities, might cooperate in activities designed to remove injustices
and to bring about reconciliation among members of faiths and races.”

i



NATL. CATHOLIC REPORTER

"' From rews sarvices
Feafs ahout the effect on Jews of-Key 73

paign, have been expressed by several
Imhluders. .

“Rabisl Maurice N. Emndra:h presldem
T '~of the Unien of American Hebrew Congre-~
- gaions, has urged Christian church bodies

oo ‘ forts directed toward coliege and high
Goo 00, v schoel youth which hasass Jewish young

. “Hosegvers, Rabbi mnc H Tanenbaum,
for she American jewish Committee, -said

.". e g Key 73 “could well become an historic--

oo . urming point in gelations between evan-
gelical Christians and Jews of the magai-
| tude of Vatican Council 11, provided it is_

o ¢ o used as.an opportunity to clarify Cheistian -
% - -trecognition of Jews and judaism 2 valid
2 : sousces of mﬂl mhet tban ;s obiecls of
Vi _-»‘__‘. o LR m
e Sevefai Catholic ' droceses have an-
Pouhced participation in Key 73, which Is

T expected to involve 150 church bodies,
R -308,800 local churches and 100 million indi-
; ~ .vidkgal Chwistians in its year-long program
- of “Galling Our Continent to Christ.”
g

e stant of a 45-day “Phase Onme,”

“dgwbted 10 sepeatance and prayer during
RS 8 . Advent; promotion of daily prayer at noon
e Gl " foagn Chrisimas 10 Jan. 7, and the “launch

* wabhend” §an. 6 and 7, when a television
X qﬂf&uhiﬂ'ﬁctmn will be shown.

. A campaign is underway to raise a mini-
Mﬂm&o« program budget to finance
Parw R network television, radio and other mass
SN0, . mediaprogramming on Key 73
~"In Sp. Lowls, Cardinal john Carberry said
“at a ceremoOmy opening the evangelical
* crusade that Key 73 “has ecumenical value

but for us it will be principally a ‘Calhohc

effort according to the teachings of the

Roman Catholic church.” )

< Aiae feam the

a year-dmg ecumenical evangelical cam- -

- 10 qutb “fundamentalistic missionary ef-

of ey L ‘-_pnple"'vd\omed to srengthen their own

' mwm of interreligious #*'

;% fbg. ciinpaign began Thankegiving day.
and in the face of Soviet threats” to }ms

DECEMBER 15,

1972

'ews express fear
f Key 73 effects

D.C., where, about five years ago, a group

‘of Protestant churchmen first discussed

pooling manpower and resources into an
ecumenical evangelical effort.

Jewish qualms about Christian evangeli-
cal activities surfaced dunng the annual
meeting of the American JewisH.Comenit-
tee's executive council ih 'Hollywood, Fla.,
where Tanenbaum, algmg with Dr. Fric

‘Meyers, religion profésor at Duke uni-
‘versity, and Rabbi Steven Shaw, Hillel

Foundation-at Rutgers university, spoke on

.. a panel on the unphcaﬁons for American
jews and Judaism of

the increasing 150-
nﬂmum of MMWW 2

!hey said such efforts appearedputncu—

larly threatening to the jewish community
because they had arisen at a time when
American Jews and Jewish communal

-agencies were engaged in serious discus-

sians about the implicition of increasing
rates of intermarriage; the need for 2

_ heightened sense of jewish identity and
- mew ways to insyre. jewish continuity in a

sécular society.,

“A Christian theology based on the
negation of Judaism'and that sees Chris-
tianity as a substitution for the jewighifaith
will have the human effect of desioying

_the existence of the Jewish people,” Tanen-

baum said. “After the Nazi holocaust..

“the whole question of efforts to convert
the Jewish people out of theic religious
existence becomes a moraily uncomdon
able position.”

Meyers said Christlan. evmgelism aclM-

ties “enforce ideas.upon another person”

and“hvehttleplaceﬂﬂlnaadm
institutions, where free exchange of Idea
ﬁn{heveryhearloiﬁw!emﬁmprm

In St. Louis, the Rev. .
Rasdeke, etbigtive director dny 73, saqd
he does not see how Jews <an interpret
Key 73 as being directed toward proselytiz-
ing a specific group. And he said he was
shocked that some lewish leaders would
ask that Christian evangelistic efforts be

oo
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NATIONAL JEWISH {

memo

November 28, 1972

To: Harold Arian, Joel Balsam, Rabbi Solomon Bernards, Rabbi

COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL

55 WEST 42 STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 + LO 4-3450

Balfour Brickner, Rabbi Maurice Corson, Dr. Sarah Feinstein,

Eli Fox, Dr. Isaac Franck, Rabbi Norman Frimer, Rabbi

Joseph Glaser, Dr. Alfred Jospe, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Howard

Kieval, Rabbi Israel Klavan, Martin Lapan, Morris Laub,
Avi Lyon, David Sadowski, Julius Schatz, Rabbi Henry

Siegman, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Dr. Seymour Weisman, Steve

Windmueller
From: Jerry Wagner

Sub ject: The Jesus Revolution

Here is an advice to the Jewish community, drafted by Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, in respect to the "Jesus Revolution." I
hope we can agree on the statement without the necessity of another
meeting. However, any suggestions you may have for revision will
be welcome.

Won't you please call Phil Jacobson without delay to let us

" know whether we may include your agency as one of the signatory

organizations. We are already quite late in alerting the Jewish
community to this development.

Best regards.

sab
enclosure
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THE JESUS REVOLUTION

An Advice to the Jewish Community
from ’

Background Information

During fhe next 18 months an aggressive nation-wide campaign
will be launched under the title "Key '73." This unprecedented
evangelistic drive currently involves the participation of about
;BO.groups, including Evangelicals, mainline Protestants, Pentecostals,
a number of Roman Catholic dioceses, and independent associations
and churches.. The campaign's theme is "Calling Our Continent to
Christ in '73", and its stated purpose is "to share with every person :
in North America more fully and more forcefully the claims and
messége of the Gospel of Jésulehrist, to confront people with the

- Gospel of Jesus Christ by proclamation and demonstration, by witness

and ministry, by word and deed."

The program of Key '73 will begin with an "Advent Repentance
and Prayer Thrust" in December of 1972. This will be followed by
a national television special on January 6, 1973. Another televi-
sion special will be presented as an Easter celebration. Other .
programmatic aspects will include community and neighborhood door-to-
door surveys and witness conducted by trained lay leaders, home Bible

study groups, a women's prayer crusade, youth outreach on college



N ™

campuses and in high schools, leisure study and work, state fair
missions and arts oriented activities. The climax of the campaign

will come after Christmas 1973 with a "Covenant Celebration.™

Evangelism and the Jewish Community

The resurgence of the evangelical movement among Christians
has apparently encouraged an intensification of efforts aimed at
converting Jews to Christianity, by such organizations as The American
Board of Missions to the Jews. The Board maintains two dozen mission
stations throughout the United States, publishes a monthly periodical,

The Chosen People, and in recent months has undertaken a well-financed

media campaign utilizing nationwide television ("The -Passover') and
full page ads in major daily newspapers ("So Many Jews are Wearing

'That Smile' Nowadays™).

Newsweek magazine estimates that about 100,000 Jewish con-
verts regularly attend Christian worship services and that about
"5000 or so 'Hebrew-Christians' worship at American Board of Missions

to the Jews 'outposts' in the U. 8."

Independent or off-shoot groups pursue programs specifically
directed at evangelizing Jewish young people, e.g., "Jews for

Jesus."

The Young Hebrew Christian Alliance claims several hundred
members and sponsors a meeting house in Philadelphia, "The Hidden
Matzoh", where groups of young Jews gather to sing, pray and testify

to Jesus as their personal Messiah.

Preliminary surveys confirm that conversionary groups are

active on many college and university campuses. It would appear
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that the incidence of Jewish conversion to Christianity is by no
means alarming, but whatever the scale of conversion may be the
problem is obviously one of grave concern to the entire Jewish com-

munity;

To date, there has been no evidence to suggest that the major
evangelical groups or personalities are directly involved in the
campaign to convert Jews, although the possibility exists that
such activity could occur, especially if the Jéwiqh mission organi-
zations should succeed in attaching themselves to the major evangelistic

events scheduled for the next several years.

Community Relations Aspects of Evangelistic Campaigns

There is a distinct possibility that the upcoming evangelistic
campaigns with their emphasis on the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus may provide new occasions for negative and hostile portrayals
of Jews relative to the crucifixion of Jesus. Dr. Richard Gelwick,
Chairman of the Religion Department of Stephens College, wrote in a

recent Christian Century article of the "threat of anti-Semitism

emanating from the Jesus revolution" on .the basis of a "dogmatism
stemning from biblical literalism -- including the charge of Jewish

guilt.”

The denigration of Jewish religion and its spiritual values
has traditionally been a stock in trade of those organizations in-
volved in evangelizing Jews. Thus, a brochure distributed by the
American Board of Missions to the Jews states:

Never before in Israel’'s history has the Jew
been in sorer need of the Gospel. The Jew is

adrift from the moorings of his 0ld Testament
. . . Bewildered and misled by the emptiness



of Judaism and the false aims of Zionism, he is
on the hunt for something to replace what he has
lost. '

(Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem 10/71)

While statements such as the above are basicall& intended
to convince Jews of the worthiness of Christianity as opposed-to
Judaism, the fact that such materials are @idely distributed to
non-Jews acts to reinforce anti-Jewish prejudice as well as to con-
tinue distorted and stereotypic images of Jews and Judaism within

the general population.

Fortunately there are evangelical leaders outside of the .
Jewish mission organizations who are becoming sensitized to the
problems created by negative interprefations of Jewish experience.
Recently Dr. Billy Graham repudiated the deicide charge in a sermon

at Charlotte, North Carolina.

Towards a.Positive Christian Theology of Judaism

In contradistinction to "Hebrew-Christian" notions of "messianic
Judaism™ and "completed Jews through Christ,” a number of Chrisfian
theologians have clearly affirmed that, on the basis of the New
Testament, the believing Christian must acknowledge the continuing
validity of Judaism? To some scholars the assertion that Judaism
is a permanent source of truth for Jews, demands an end fo all

attempts by Christians to convert Jews.

Evangelism and Pluralism

The evangelical renassiance poses a threat to pluralism in
America. The potential erosion of the liberal Christian understand--
ing that Jews are full partners in the American republic may be one

of the most significant results of the resurgence of evangelism.



Looking Ahead

The undersigned agencies have constituted themselves an
inter-organizational task force to maintain a continuing alertness
to future developments. We hofe to be in touch with you from
time to time -- with suggested guidelines for meeting this challenge,
and with helpful materials as they come to our attention. In the
meanwhile, please be sure to keep us informed of developments in

your community.

sab
112872



October 11, 1972

TO: AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
FROM: ERIC MEYERS, DUKE UNIVERSITY
RE: EVANGELISM ON CAMPUS

The growth and spread of gvangelism experienced by me at
Duke and at UNC, Chapel Hill, in the course of the past year,
has been so traumatic that a sense of urgency in the American
Jewish community is called for. I do not believe that my ex-
perience is atypical of what is happening on the major campuses
of America and especially on those in the south and mid-west.
Often in the guise of a respectable campﬁs organization
(Campus Crusade, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship of Athletes,
Jews for'Jesus, Ichtheus) the impact these groups have on Jewish
students can be overwhelming. Thelr impact on the whole of the
university is even more harmful, for evangelism stands for every-
thing that the university is against.
Let me relate several personal experiences to illustrate
my rather strong feelings in this matter.: A former Jewish studént
studies student and vigorous Hillel worker recently ''found"
Jesus after various pressures from on-campus groups. After
finding "him" this student suffered such intense guilt feelings
he unsuccessfully triedto commit suicide and was confined immediafely.
This boy is not yet well,
| 'Another student.of mine who was on my Isrsel study program

fell in love with a "crusader.”

When her love for him eventually
manifested itself in a passion to convert him, this boy had a

complete breakdown. He is now in therapy three times a week.
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These are extreme cases but they can be multiplied and in-
cidents like these replicated over and over again,

On the university side scene proselytism in dormitories has
become commonplace. Leafleting, demonstrations, lectures, testi-
monies have become commonplace, The Inter-Varsity Fellowship plays
college teams in non-conference competition and uses the half=time
intermission to witnéss for Christ and win over the unsuspecting
audience., All this with the help of the university,

After a semester course in Biblical studies with me, a student
in the class pleaded with me to meet Arthur Katz - an evangelist
for the Jews for Jesus - and at ieast give Jesus a chance. For
a teacher this was a blow deeply felt, a hurt not likely forgotten.
For at this level the so-called free exchange of ideas appeared
to be meaningless. Nothing had gotten to this boy who had done his
assignments regularly. Jesus was the only key to meaning for him.
Arthur Katz has pursued me to my very office but I have never
agreed to debate him in public. I have rather urged my Christian
colleagues to do this and I have also urged them to write letters
to the local and school papers.

But it is the not so obvious subtle acquiescence of the
university in such matters that is so ffightening. When dormitories
become laboritories for student Christian missionaries something
should be done. When college funds are raised by athletes for

Jesus it is time to say this has gone far enough.
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Surely most Jewish students brush most of this aside with
a shrug of the shoulder. The fact of the matter is, however,
that some students are being hurt. Even if a survey were to be
made most students would deny any effect of the evangelical
movement on them for they would perforce feel guilty if they
admitted to it,

The stakes in all this, it seems to me, are very great.
In legal terms it may be the right of privacy on academic freedom
that is being violated, but in experiential terms it is a painful
regression into the past. In the academy at least men have
cherished the opportunity to reflect solemnly and objectively
on their past. It is indeed ironic now that Jews must fight

to preserve that privilege,

P.S. I reiterate the fact that I teach in a southern university,
and that my experience may appear slightly exaggerated to some,

Maybe this is ''the southern strategy."
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

DECEMBER 1-3, 1972
DIPLOMAT HOTEL — HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA

HEADQUARTERS: Seminar Room #1 (Lower Level)
PRESS: Seminar Room # 2 (Lower Level)
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- Mezzanine Lounge (Mezzanin

8:00 A.M
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e Floor)

9:30 A.M.

COMMISSION

MEETINGS

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION

Embassy Room

Presiding

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION

(Mezzanine Floor)

Theodore Ellenoff
New York, Chairman

Mezzanine Theatre

Presiding

INTERRELIGIQUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION

{Mezzanine Floor)

Morris H. Bergreen
New York, Chairman

Secretariat Room

Presiding

JEWISH COMMUNAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION

{(First Floor)

Arthur N. Greenberg
Los Angeles, Co-Chairman

Courier Room

{(First Floor)

Maynard 1. Wishner
Chicago, Chairman

Presiding
12:00 Noon
PLENARY LUNCHEGON
Regency Hall (First Floor)
Presiding
Invocation

Keynote Address

Mrs. Ruth R. Goddard
flew York, Vice-President

Rabbi Arthur J. Abrams
Temple Emanu-E1, Fort Lauderdale

Bertram H. Gold
Executive Vice-President



2:00 P.M.
PLENARY SESSTION
Convention Hall "A" (First Floor)

Presiding

PRIORITIES 73

Money Matters

Report & Recommendations of the
Domestic Affairs Commission

Proposed Policy on Affirmative Action

6:30 P.M.
HOME HOSPITALITY

David Goldwasser
Atlanta, Vice-President

Elmer L. Winter
Milwaukee
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Jay S. Baumann
Rye, N. Y.
Budget & Evaluation Committee

Robert L. Horowitz

Boston

Chairman, Campaign Cabinet
Welfare Fund Cities Appeal

Theodore Ellenoff
New York, Chairman

Arthur L. Kimmelfield.
New York, Chairmani
DAC Subcommittee on
Affirmative Action

'
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Pregident
Philip E. Hoffman

Board Chairmen
Richard Maass, National Executive Council
David Sher, Board of Governors
Elmer L. Winter, Board of Trustees

Treasurer Secretary
Morris H. Bergreen Mrs. Leon C. Sunstein, Jr.

Assoeiate Treasurer Executive Vice-President

Gerard Weinstock Bertram H. Gold

Honorary Presidents
Morris B. Abram Irving M. Engel
Louis Caplan Arthur J. Goldberg
Honorary Vice-Presidents

Nathan Appleman Fred Lazarus, Jr.
Mrs. Jacob Blaustein James Marshall

Jack A. Goldfarb William Rosenwald

Joseph Klingenstein

Honorary Chairman, National Ezecutive Council
Max M. Fisher

Honorary Treasurer Executive Vice-President Emeritus
Maurice Glinert John Slawson

Vice-Presidents

Bernard Abrams, Hartford Andrew Goodman, New York :
Jerome M. Comar, Chicago Arthur N. Greenberg, Los Angeles
Carl M. Freeman, Washington Lewis S. Grossman, Detroit
Mrs. Ruth R. Goddard, New York Emery E. Klineman, New York
David Goldwasser, Atlanta Raymond D. Nasher, Dallas

Alfred I. Soltz, Cleveland

Regional Chairmen

Norman L. Hahn, Midwest
Bernard Abrams, New England
Edward A. Ring, New Jersey
Jay C. Leff, Penna.-Del.-Maryland
Raymond D. Nasher, Southwest
Dr. Max William Bay and Richard Weisfield, Co-Chairmen, West Coast
Robert T. Hexter and Simon Lazarus, Jr., Co-Chairmen, Ohio-Kentucky
Arnold B. Gardner, Chairman; Mrs. George M. Szabad, Co-Chairman, New York State
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Presiding
Invocation

Interim Report

PRIORITIES 73

12:00 Noon

PLENARY LUNCHEON

Regency Hall (First Floor)

Report & Recommendations of the

Interreligious Affairs Commission

Presiding

PRIORITIES '73

PLENARY SESSION
Convention Hall "A" (First Floor)

2:00 P.M,

Report & Recommendations of the

Jewish Communal Affairs Commission

-

6:30 P.M.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DINNER

Regency Hall

Presiding:

Presidential Address:

Presentation of Human Relations Award

Guest Speaker: The Hon. Yitzhak Rabin

Richard Maass, Chairman

Philip E. Hoffman

Jerome M. Comar
Chicago, Vice-President

Rabbi Robert P. Frazin
Temple Solel, Hollywood

George M. Szabad
Scarsdale, Chairman
Committee on Organization

Arthur N. Greenberg
Los Angeles, Co-Chairman

Lewis S. Grossman
Detroit, Vice-President

Maynard I. Wishner
Chicago, Chairman
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8:00 A.M.

BREAKFAST MEETING - ANNUAL MEETING PLANNING COMMITTEE
Embassy Room (Mezzanine Floar)

Presiding Robert D. Gries
Cleveland, Chairman
9:45 A.M.
PLENARY SESSION
Convention Hall "A" (First Floor)
Presiding Raymond D. Nasher

PRIORITIES '73

Report & Recommendations of the
Foreign Affairs Commission

ACTION 73

Tasks for the Communities

Dallas, Vice-President

Morris H. Bergreen
New York, Chairman

Howard I. Friedman
Los Angeles, Chairman
Community Services Committee

PLENARY

12:30 P.M.
LUNCHEON
Regency Hall (First Floor)

Presiding

Invocation

"EVANGELISM AND THE JEWS"

David Sher
New York, Chairman
Board of Governors

Rabbi David Shapiro
Temple Sinai, Hollywood

Rabbi m
ZE Nedhend Director
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Duke University
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SENTINEL

HOLLYWOOD, Fla., (JTA) — Two promi-
nent American rabbis and Jewish academicians
warned thig week-end that the well-financed,
rapidly growing Christian evangelical move-

ment in America poses serious threats to the

American Jewish community,. especially for
Jewish youth on college campuses. Rabbi

zs,uEducat:ors Warn "fha\t R apz.'cfll'y' Growing
Christian Missionary E fforts Threaten Judaism

Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of the America

. J@gn_ Committee's Inter-Religious Affairs De-
partment, and Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath,

president of the Union of American Hebrew

_ Congregations, both expressed concern over

the possible elfects of the year-long evangelical
campaign known as “'Key '73."

Rabbi Eisendrath urged Christian church
bodies to curb fundamentalistic missionary ef-
forts dirccted toward college and high school
youth which harass Jewish young people. Rab-
bi Tanenbaum explained that “Key '73" has
been planned as a nation-wide campaign —

_invo]ving more than 130 evangelical, mainline

Protestant and Catholic denominations — using
all forms of mass media as well as personal

—_—
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persuasion to ‘‘call the Continent to Christ.".!_ '
He and two others, Dr. Eric Meyers, professor |
of religion at.Duke University, and Rabbii . -
Steven Shaw, director of the Hillel Foundation

at Rutgers University, expressed concern that .

conversion efforts were beginning to have an

B

but all college students should deo
without.” Rabbi Shaw expressed
the view that the challenge by the
Eastern cults (Buddhists, Hare
Krishnists ete.) posed a more se-

.rious threat to young Jews and

adults i_:han Christian missionizing.
Rabbi Eisendrath warned that

"such highly financed campaigns
as " “Key "13" and “'The Campus

Crusade for Christ,”” while not di-

rected specifically at Jews, are nev- -

. ertheless putting unwarranted and

influence on Jewish youth, especially at col-. Unnecessary pressure.upon Jewish

lege.

They observed that these efforts appeared
particularly threatening at a time when Amer-
ican Jews and Jewish communal agencies were
engaged in serious discussions about the impli-
cations of rising rates of inter-marriage, the
need for a heightened sense of Jewish identity
and new ways to insure Jewish continuity in
a secular society,

Rabbi Tancnbaum called on “The Christian
canscience to recognize that a Christian the-
ology based on the negation of Judaism and

- that sees Christianity as a substitution for the

Jewish faith will have the human effect of de-

stroying the existence of the Jewish people.”
Prof. Meycrs observed that “Though few

Jewish students are probably actually convert-

. young people which both distresses
~and disturh us.'" He said it is “in-
cvitable that misionary movements
such as the old American Board of
Missions ta the Jews and the newly
formed Jews for Jesus movement
(whose primary aim is lo convert
Jews), will gain impetus from the
above movements,"”
_ Rabbi Eisendrath urged Chris-
ian bodies such as the Nalional
couneil of Churches and the Cath-
lic Bishops Conference to “take
wery possible siep to restrain the
«xcessive zeal of the fundamental-
st evangelical groups' which “may
subject young Jewish people and

adults to repecated harassment and -

attempts at coercion.” .
Rabbi Balfour Brickner, director
Jof the UAHC's Interfaith Depart-

- and a staff of 3,000.

" ment, said young Jews must know
.“how to respond to Christian fun-
: damentalists who use Biblical *proof
texts’” to amplify their points.” He
isaid his department planned to mo-
hilize retiring rabbis, rabbinic stu-
dents, and qualified laymen to visit
campuses ‘“‘to rap about Judaism
and Christian-Jewish relations.” He
noted that the “Campus Crusade for
Christ” has an $18 million budget

" ed to Christianity, the ‘guilt feel- :
tings that inissionizing activities
- arouse in many students, often un-
© articulated, are the kinds of prob-
*lems that not just Jewish students, °

S



\\ ’EVANGELIZED’ 1.
X U S..FEARED ..

-~ WAKE FORT N.C. (NC) All
{5

official of the American . Jewish;
Committee voiced a fear here that the.
evangehst:c activities of the “Key 73" .
organlzation “will ‘tend. to transform
‘the American way of. life’ into a
. uniformist enngelwal Ohristian
theomtlc society." -
Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum que at-
a conference on “Civil Religion in-
\ America” sponsored by his committee’
and - Southern - Baptist Theological-
Seminary here. “Key 73" is beginning
a largely Protestant campaign to “‘Call;
Our Continent to. Christ in 1973.”4
Rabbi Tanenbaum' said its literature”
and speeches are based on a cnncept of
America-as “an evangelical empire” in
which -non-Christians mlght
tolerated .“as less than full partne:s u:
the demorcratic entelpnw Pt s
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Satellite Beach, Fla. 32937
October 18, 1972

Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum -. ‘h\p/-_"-
Department of Interreligious Affairs
American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street
New York, N,Y, 10022

Dear Marc:

Thank you for sending me your memo on current evangelical Christiaan efforts to
convert Jews, I read it with great interest, From the position which you repre-
sent, it is written solidly and cogently.

As I am sure you know, I approach this matter from a different position, I do not
view with alarm theéfforts of Christians to convert Jews. I welcome them, I am

not frightened when a few "meshugayim" become "Jews for Jesus," To quote from a
letter of mine to a recent inquirer about this: "The so-called Jews we lose are

no loss because, in my book, they were not really Jews to begin with, I don't

buy this racial nonsense that, if your mother told you she is a Jew, that makes

you, ipso facto, a Jew. You are a Jew only if a) you publicly assert 'Ivri anochij;!
and b) you engage in activities that strengthen the ethical and spiritual impera-
tives of Jewish tradition. You don't necessarily have to belong to a synagogue,
although that helps to preserve Judaism and to bolster your Jewishness. In Israel
one may be a positive Jew ethnically without having a deeply rooted feeling of
Jewish spiritual identification but ‘chuts la-arets' this is impossible. The person
who says he's a Jew but in no way way works at being a Jew will not gain admittance -
to my 'minyan.' When such a one annocunces he is now a Jesus freak or a Zen Buddhist,
my reaction is 'Good riddance.! I have studied this matter of conversion long

and deeply enough to know that this kind of worthless individual, Jewishly speak-
ing, is the only kind of so-called Jew that ever falls for the self-centered paganism
that calls itself 'evangelical Christianity, !t

My own efforts are oriented along what are, in my opinion, more positive lines.

On one hand, I do what I can to strengthen Judaism by espousing the cause of gov-
ernmental subsidies for Jewish parochial schools (in direct opposition to NCRAC's
church-state position) and by keeping thousands of Jews within the Jewish fold by
persuading rabbis to officiate at intermarriages under carefully controlled condi- -
tions (in direct opposition to the completely indefensible position' of the Orthodox,
Consdervative and about half the Reform rabbis), On the other hand, I seek to :
strengthen Judaism by converting worthy non-Jews to Judaism, With all due respect,
I believe that the more intelligent evangelical Christians have a better understanding
of and a deeper regard for my kind of hard-hitting approach than for the milder

one which you represent.

I have just completed a verse by verse commentary on the Book of Daniel, based com-
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pletely on traditional Jewish sources, There is no such book presently available

in any language to either Jew or non-Jew on this Biblical work which the evangelical
Christians consider the most important document in the "0ld Testament.® I am presenfily
seeking a publisher for this book....I am now at work on a book to be titled The Golden
Thread: An Anthology of Jewish Rationalism which will trace the philosophic develop-
ment in Jewish tradition that resulted in ﬁ?d.monides, Spinoza and Einstein....Then,

the Lord willing, I will update my 1938 doctoral thesis "A history of Christian
attempts to convert the Jews of the U.,S. and Canada.® Incidentally, this thesis
contains a detailed history of the Beth Sar Shalom gang from 1895 to 1938, I ex-

posed their finneglings and dared them to sue me for libél, which they failed to

do. FPor many years before 1938 and since, this outfit has been milking millions

of dollars out of gullible evangeliéals....l hope, through these writings, both

to help expose the weaknesses of the evangelical Christian position and to help

attract into Judaism the cream of those non-Jews who are disenchanted with the

nJesus freaks" of every variety, be their names Billy Graham or Moshe Rosen.

With every good wish, I am
Cordially yours,

 Pras

DAVID MAX EICHHORN



c.c. Will Katz
Sam Katz

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FO-NE
date November 21, 1972

tfo Marc T anenbaum

from Philip Perlmutter - Boston

subject

Enclosed is a copy of a program in which I think you will be interested.

_ w_.It.was sponsored.by. the Jewish.Community.Council, wherein I.was. "the
keynoter." Your material and talk the night before stood me in good
stead.

I should also point out that we have a group that has been meeting with
the Mass. Council of Churches to improve some estranged relations that
developed about six months ago. Bob Dodd, who is the acting Council
Director, put Key 73 on the agenda just before I was about to do so.

It is a sign of his interest and resistance to Key 73. The Council
itself, or better said, some of its leaders, look with suspicion and
criticism on Key 73, not because of its Jewish implications, but because
of its theological approach.

As of this time, I do not think there will be much action by the Council
in joining Key 73.

We will keei: you informed on further develcpments.

Best wishes. ~

PP:a
Enc.

WinpueJouaus
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Exwcutive Director
HERMAN BROWN
Ausetont Director I have been asked to chair a new committee of the Jawish

LEONARD 5. ROBINS

-

Community Council of HMetropolitan 3oston, the working
title of which for the moment is ths Committee on Inter-
Egency Jewish Concerns. DMore about that at the end

of thiswlctter.

First, I want to inform you that our new committec will
sponsor a forum on the Jews for Jesus movement on Thursday,
ljovernber 16. 1972, at 4 P.M., at the Combined Jewish
Philanthropies Building, 72 Franklin Street,Auditorium.

The participants in this Conference are-

Philip Perlmutter. Executive Director, N.E. Region.
hmerican Jewish Committee

Rabbi Richard Israel, Hillel Regionzal Coordinator

. Rabbki Howard Kummcr, Planning Associate in Jawish
Education,; Combined Jewish Philanthropies

Rabbi Samuel I. Xorff, Pabbinic Rdministrator, Rabbinic
Court cf Justice-of MasSsichusatts

Please use the enclosed reply card to let us know if you will attend
the conference, which will nct only discuss the impact and response
on the question of the Jews for Josus movement, but will also

discuss Key 73, a mationwide evancgelical effort by the Christian
community to ask every Z2Emerican to “testify’ for Christ. Obviously,
there are many community relations implications that we must consicer.

May I also ask you to use the same reply card to let us know if you
can serve on the committec, or if vou wish to recommené someone who
can serve. Our Cormittee on Intcr-Ngency Jewish Concerns is being

created to draw upon honrooralte member agencies of the Council for
the provision of expertise and resources of personn2l on community

ralatlons problcns =r151nj from many religious, ethnic and cultural
concerns of the Jowish community.

I look forward to sceing vou on Hovember 16th.

Enclosure

0l 30 72

S o
72 FRANKLIN STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 02”0 \ % /\ (o
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Minutes of Meeting of Commission on

Church-State and Interreligious Relationships

Friday, October 13, 1972
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Milton I. Goldstein
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Joseph B. Robison
Rabbi James Rudin
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Norman Sider
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Judah Stone

Rabbi Daniel Syme
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
Robert Weil

Rabbi Berel Wein

Isaiah M. Minkoff
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Robert Edward Segal
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations

American Jewish Committee
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Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations

' of America
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The Jesus Revolution -

Mr. Goldstein observed that this problem has become a matter
of some urgency in recent months partly because we know so little
about it and partly because it is so difficﬁbt_to know how to cope

etr-oned ) '
with it. He called on Rabbi Marc Tanenhaum,nﬂireetor of &se Inter-
religious Affairs.ﬂepavEmant of the American Jewish Committee, to

introduce the subject.

Beginning in vy 1973, peesibly-evenbefere, said Rabbi
Tanenbaum, a massive evangelical drive, which will be known as
Key '73, will be launched to bring the American people to Christ “lehﬂj
Our Continewt to Cisrist in "75"' s Tue olhicrt gl’o_frc.-;,)
This is the fourth or fifth such "great American awakening.”
Apparently, the evangelicals, who have become an increasingly
RClenewmre,
vital soeialiand political, as well as religious, force, sense
~
that America is ripe for such a crusade. Well developed organiza-
eALfensrve )
tional techniques and the liberalluse of mass media are expected
: <uf taimed
to maintain the campaign on aj intensiveClevel throughout the year,
and possibly well beyond. Joining the evangelicals will be some
100-130 mainline liberal Protestant denominétions, as well as a nuwber ’E
pm{vt L :
few' Catholic dioceses. Formed in a loose confederation, they will
consult about general objectives having to do with broad design

and strategy, but each group will be free to carry on its own in-

dependent activity.

-

Judging from the experience eaflier this year with a huge
evangelical gathering in Houston, Texas (Explo '72), he said, the
problem before us may véry well pose serious difficulties for the
Jewish community. The Texas meetiﬁg was far more than a great |

spectacle. In workshops and training sessions, some 80,000 young
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people were systematically prepared for the task of reaching into
cell ec hegla
neighborhoods, homes,(schoois, in a proselytizing program of vast
5 hum et
dimensions. The American Baptist Convention and ©@ther denomina-
A
tional groups also held similar training programs, some for their .

lay leadership.

Rabbi Tanenbaum thought the greatest concentration in this
effort will be in the south and southwest, but that other sections

of the country will certainly be affected.

He went on to say that, while Key '73 is not specifically

targeted at Jews, it is highly likely that the Beth Sar ShfigfL)
(EEf;_EEEEEf:Egzistian (et Er—fhe American Board of Missions to
] the Jews \“Jews for Jesus, and similar organizations will engage

el
in parallel effort% as an indigenous part of the drive. The Ameri-

can Board of Missions to the Jews claims to have sode 20 stations
C nﬁigg,/
with more than 100,000 “JEW1ah-Christlans“ attending thesr ‘services

regularly on Sunday morning.

; de tui Je&

Rabbi Tanenhaum saw as a major dlfficulty our lack ofﬁ?n owl -
edge of what is actually happening across the country. Neverthe-
less, it is zbundantly clear that while these movements may not
have large numbers of adherents, they make up in enthusiasm and
intensity for their lack of numbers. - |
- ‘ . . /

At the same time, said Rabbi Tanenbaum, he was greatly dis-
turbed by reports from a number of academicians and Hillel directors
with whom he met recently who observed that the problem is far more

serious on the campus than many of us believe. Here, again, it may

well be true that large numbers of Jewish students are not being

e
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converted, but large numbers of Jewish students, some of whom are

lonely, isolated and therefore vulnerable, are being subjected.to

great emotional pressures.

In addition, said Rabbi Tanenbaum, there is a kind of pollu-
tion that has been introduced into the academic scene. At lectures
on Judaica, and even in synagogue study groups, members of Jews for
Jesus often demand "equal time" to ﬁresent their version of the
"truth," so that both instructors and students are subjected to

harassment and anxiety.

The problem also evidences itself at collége football games
where, in agreement with school officials, the Intervarsity Fellow-
ship for Christ takes over at the intermission period and turns
the occasion into a testimony for Christ. Thus, the university

itself is implicated in this crusading effort.

Rabbi Tanenbaum raiaed.several.questionsi (1) How much of
this evangelical drive will_be specifically directed to Jews? Even
where the pr‘ogram is not so directed, is thére not the l:Lkeiihood
of,neighborhcodlcunfrontations because of door bell ringing, etc.?
(2) What effect will thé stepped-up programé ﬁf organization# such
as Beth Sar Shalom have on interreligious relationships? (3) What
impact will this drive have on the emerging Christian theological
view of Judaism which increasingly sees the Jewish religion as a
living, valid, perménent faith; a view which abandons the notion
that all Jews are candidates for conversion? (&) Whét are the im-
plications of Key '73 for the pluralisf 30ciety? In weighing this

question, it must be‘recognized that evanglicals see America and



-8
Christianity as one and the same thing, so that Jews and other non- °

A

Christians may no longer be perceived as'partners in the American
society. - A -

,ﬁr. Goldstein noted that it is already evident that a primary
fbcuﬁ_of our problem is the college campus. He recalled the great
anguish suffered by friends of his whose daughter has quit school
and joined a Children of God group. The girl is apparently so

deeply committed that the family has come to believe that its only
Saxd

-possible recourse is to the courts. Rabbi Tanenbaum

tbia,hurrihLEARituatéea-aé*n—setan&ehdevelepmentr

he—suid, that many of these young people have literally been ab-
sataac
ducted for service in thi ( group, and that some 25% of its member-

was informed,

ship are Jewish youngsters.

Mr. Goldstein then called on Rabbi Samuel Z. Fishman, Assistant
.Hational Director for Program and Resources, of the Hillel Foundations,

who had made a study of the problem on the campus.

Rabbi Fishman s#id his study was made last Spring so that
the situation may be quite differént from what is disclosed in his
report, copies of which had been distributed in advance of this
meeting. His survey showed that relétively few Jewish students
| have been affected by the evangelical drive. thuithstanding re-
ports to the eontrary‘from various parts of the country, he thought
this estimate remains substantially true. He added quickly that he
has great compassion for such individual cases as Mr, Goldstein de-
acribed.‘ Therefore, however small the number of Jewish students

affected, the entire Jewish community must address itself to the

el W el sl ammeen] el  Hoassnidsd aen
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Rabbi Fishman raised several questions: Why are we so deeply

concerned? His answer was that the spector of apostasy which deeply
. ‘_-—_-_—-—'_‘_———-
affects the soul of the Jew in his long experience has always been

a deeply troublesome and shattering challenge. Moreover, he point-

ed out, for the first time in 2,006 years there are Jews embracing

R

Christianity who maintain thatA;héy-abé nevertheless Jews, a kind

of playback of the case of Father Daniel who said he embraced the
Catholic faith but remained a Jew, and was therefore entitled to
Israeli citizenship. This raises for us the question whether we

should .continue’to regard:@as Jews those.young people.whe have gone.

T e L bt R e ol = o Sa7 TS s S . L e Ay
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He went on to say that we must closely observe the activities
of these movements, and keep track of the way in which Jewish stu-

dents are reacting, even aa'to those who do not succumb. He said

" he has found very few Jewish students, at least among the committed,

who take these conversionary efforts seriousl}. Many view the

- challenge as an oﬁening for a discussion 6f more fundamental issues,
or merely brush the challenge aside with ridicule, scorn or mockery.
In some places Jewish students actﬁally harass the Jesus groups.
Some Jewish students have prepared themselves for effective re-
sponses to the argumentes of the Jesus activists. At the Uhiversity
of Michigan last Yomﬁxippur it was learned that there was to be a
meeting of a Christian fundamentalist group. After an early Kol
Nidre service, several students and their Rabbi appeared at the
place of the meeting and appealed to the Jewish students there
assembled to "comd home -- you belong with your people.”
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In some places, said Rabbi Fishman, the film "™arjo"™ has

been most effective in exposing these missionary éfforts.l

At any fate.-he sﬁid, there.éeemé to'be no evidence of panic
or need for mass countér-antion among Jewish étudénta. He cautioned
against an unnecessarily frighténed response from the organized
Jewish community,. He urged that we see this as a problem affecting
individual Jégs, not masses of people; an attempt to reach students
on a one-to-one basis. We may have to provide the information and
guidance to help students reach out in aid of their fellow students.

To the extent thatifhis movement affects students with psychic dif-

. ficulties, our response must be appropriate to that situation. To

the extent that this phenomenon exposes a religious need among stu-
dents which we are not providing, we must ask how the Jewish com-

munity can respond.

Mr. Goldstein then asked Rabbi Solomon Bernards, National

Director of the Interreligious Cooperation Department of the Anti-

' Defamation League of B'mai B'rith, if he would add his impressions

before opening the floor for general discussion.

Rabbi Bernards recalled the Beth Sar Shalom advertisement
(39 happily converted Jews) which he thought provided an index to
the Jewish commuﬁity's response to these conversionary efforts --
one of complete silence. He was not aware of a single rabbinic,
community relations or other reaction to that ad. Those with whom

he’spoke about it thought it unwise to dignify the ad with a re-

sponse. This he found surprising because in his view the ad had

some subtle defamatory undertones. In Canada, on the other hand,
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there was a hue and cry when that ad appeared in the Toronto Star,.

with some Christian leaders joining in opposition, as a result of
which the Star promised not to repeat it. It was his opinion that

Jews should protest such proselytizing efforts.

Rabbi Bernards was- particularly disfurbéd over the prospect
of door-to-door solicitation. He saw the possibility of serious
and frequent interreligious clashes and resultant discomfort for

| many Jews. While there may be very few conversions, he thought
there may develop among our constituencies a hostility toward the
interreligious programs of Jewish agencies which seek to develop
mutual respect and understanding among religious groups. Rabbi
Bernards urged that our advice to the Jewish community be that it
avoid argumentation when out doorbells ring. Our response should

be “NO'thaﬁk'you. I am not interested."

He thought we must be fully aware of the possibilities of

the spread of anti-Semitism as a result of this evangelical cam-

paigﬁ:.'The literalism which many of these people will bring to
-;heir efforts could result iﬁ a disparagement of the texture and
authenticity of Jewish life, particularly on the part of those who

~ maintain that it is the rabbinic Jew who perverts Judaism. Further-
more, the literalism of the evangelical Christians will emphasize
those teachings in the New Testament which have nurtured anti-

Semitism throughout the centuries.

»

'He felt our response to the Christian commmnity must be an
insistance that this evangelical thrust is nothing less than a dis-
,f”/baragement of Judaism and demeaning to our faith. We must alert

the ser_xsitive Christians with whomwe work to this danger.
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Mr. Goldstein then asked Rabbi Brickner, Director of Inter-
faith Activities and Associate Director of Sociai Action of the -
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, if he would hake a comment.
Rabbi Brickner believed that the evangelistic fervor of which we
speak is already reaching into the high schools as well as the

colleges and universities,.certainly a dangerous phanomenon.

He was of the.;pinion that the evangelistic campéign repre-
sents a retreat from the social gospel; a realization that the
effort of the Gﬂ's.to reinvigorate the social gospel has failed;
therefore this effort to "reillusion the disillusioned." This

necessarily requires a return to basics, to fundamental Christianity.

He thought his explanation is important for Jews lest we,

too, abandon our responsibility for the revitalization of society.

Rabbi Brickner went on to say that we need to know how
Jewish young people will be affected by this drive, agreeing with
Rabbi Fishman that to this point there is a great deal of exposure

but little acceptance on the part of our young people.

He urged that we differentiate, as Rabbi Tanenbaum had done,
 between Key '73 .and the American Board of Missions to the Jews.
Merging the two may be misleading because the major thrust of

Key '73 is directed to the larger society rather than to Jews.,

Finally, Rabbi Brickner thought our deep concern with Key '73
is evidence of the bankruptcy of Jewish ethnicity -- the concept
that one can be a Jew by reading the right books, eating the right

foods, visiting the right places, We cannot survive, he said,
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without adequate Jewish content in our lives. We must recognize
the inadegquacy of Bar Mitzvah-oriénted Jewish éducation, and shed
the notion that we can maké Jews of youngsters by teaching them
Hebrew rather than Judaism. - Only by teachihg'our children Judaism
can we arm them with thg information-and background that will make

them immune from these prosélytizing appeals.

Calling for discussion, Mr. Goldstein urged that we think
of concrete recommendations that may heip our member agencies

meet this challenge.

Dr. Franck re#ofted that in conversation with one of the
leaders of Key '73 he was advised that the intent is to bring
Christians to Christianity, rather ﬁhan evangelize Jews. He urged
that we do not "lose our cool." This kind of evangelical fervor
has been with us before; the difference today is that our vast

network of communication makes.thé effort much more visible.

T ———

Dr. Franck saw no danger whatever of mass defections from
Judaism, but expresséd three concerns with the problemk (L) The
apparently hysterical_response of the Jéwish commmity. We must,
he said, get to the Jewish community énﬂ talk qénse to them, ang
assist themrwith information and background mate:ials. (2) He

thought we must re-learn the usefulness of the siient treatment

in response to the bigot. He regretted the action of the Toronto

Jewish community to the Beth Sar Shalom ad. He also thought it
was unfortunate that some of us had called for the cancellation
of that society's TV Passover program.: The Waéhington Jewish com-
munity merely asked that at the beginning and end of the program
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the station inform the viewing public that this was a proselytizing
effort on the part of a Christian missionary society directed to
Jews. Any other approach amounts to suppression, and gives the

sponsor a far greater importance than it could otherwise achieve.

Dr. Franck thought the situation presents an opportunity
for the Jewish community to reach out to our people, particularly
the Jewish youngster on the campus, to teach what it means to be
a Jew. We have here, too, the opportunity to say to college ad-
ministrators that their curriculum fails to provide information
about Jewish culture, Jewish history, Jewish philosophy -- Jewish
knowledge, so that the current college curriculum is really a dis-

tortion of history.

Finally, Dr. Franck called attention to the fact that in
the Washington area proselytizing groups have set up Bible study

classes and prayé}_ﬁaéfings before and after the public school day.

—

‘The reason for his concern, he said, is that there is school in-
volvement, e.g., a faculty advisor, and the school's schedule is
adjusted to fhese programs. He urged that we insist that the

public school tow the mark on church-state separation.

Mr. Sorrin also urged that we avoid hysteria. He, too,
thought the situation reflects a failure on our part adequately
to educate our children Jewishly, He hoped that we will not deal
with the problem inia way that may lead to a Jewish-Christian con-
frontation similar to the Black-Jewish confrontation of recent

months. He also thought that Beth Sar Shalom is entitled to use

the media for its proselytizing appeals.
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Mr. Sorrin saw a weakening of the church-state principle
in the high school -- in the introduction of-coursea in comparative
religion; the accommodation of school authorities to pressures
from religious groups, including our own, resulting in courses on
Jewish studies which are really intended to insure Jewish survival
and strengthen Jewish identity. He said he was ambivalent about
our efforts in this area because of the possibility that Christians
may be encouraged to shape the curriculum for their own purposes.
He urged that we re-think these programs before pressing ahead with

them.

Mr. Brown said that in his discussions with the Massachusetts
Council of Churches and the Catholic Archdiocese he finds a continu-
ing concern with the aociél gospel. He also found a vagueness about
Key '73., The Rabbinical Court in Massachusetts, he reported, has

held that so-called Hebrew Christians are not to be considered Jews.

Rabbi Corson undertook to place the problem in historic con-
text. He cited other periods in Jewish history -- the Héléhistic
age, the communes, the resurgence of astrolbgy, the mystery reli-
gions, étc. -- as evidence that we have lived through this kind of
experience before. He thought Key '73 reflects a loss of tradi-
tional religious roots, 56 that the age of Cﬁristian triumphalism

is over and the post-Christian era has set in. ' ;

He, too, urged that ﬁe do not panic. But he agregd that
the kind of young peoplé who are being prepared for the‘evangelical
campaign are sophistieated.and exceedingly well tfained. He doubted
that the kind of education provided in tﬁe Reform Sunday schools and

-
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in the Conservative afternoon schools are capable of responding to
this challengé. Only the day schools, he said, are equipped to

provide the intensive Jéwish education needed for these times.

Nor, he thought, do we have the resources to cope with the
situation on the campus. For example, in the Philadelphia area
there are some 15,000 Jewish college students, all of whom are

served by a total of three Hillel rabbis.

But, even more than a failure of Jewish education, said
Rabbi Corson, is the absence of Jewish fervor, except for a few

small pockets of the cuﬁmitted.

Mr. Balsam thought the problem today is alfogether unlike
that of earlier daysi the missionary our young people will face in
the months éhead is a clean cut, well trained, knowledgeable youngster,

a much greater danger than the professional missionary of other years.

Since "whoever saves a single Jewish soul saves the whole

world,” he éaid,.we must assign this matter top priority whatever

. the number of Jewish young people we think may be in jeopardy.

We must urge that each commnity set up the proper mechanisms

for dealing with the problem -- a process of consultation among the

.~ Federations, the rabbinic bodies, the CRCs and other concerned

organizations. A similar process should be arranged for the na-
tional agencies. Both should be properly funded and have adeguate

professional staffing. -

Let us avoid attributing bad motives or anti-Semitism to

those involved in the "Jesus Revolution,™ he said. Except for a
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small minority among them, their campaign is directed against ail
Americans which, of course, includes us, so that.the danger is the
gsame. He thought it futile to expect that Christians wiil not try
to convert Jews. Nevertheless, we might try to convince the more

liberal Christian groups to limit Key '73 to the Christian world.

Mr. Balsam urged tﬁat_we do not engage in debates or dialogue
'with Key '73 spokesmen, nor.should we give this effort prominence
in our press. Although we should always be ready to help Jewish
youth who are in trouble, we should not give time to winning over

those Jewish youth who have bzen converted.

He thought we should encourage Jewish youth on campus who
emphasize Jewish fundamentalism, youth with a religious fervor.

We nead not agree with this approach to realize that it may answer

the needs of some Jewish youth, he said.

Mr. Rabinove éelt that when a university permits a sectarian
observance during interﬂdssioﬁ at a football game this should be —
protested. When a state university lends its authority or support
to a religious activity of this kind it violates the First Amend-
ment, Similarly, when a private university accepts public funds,
as most private universities do tbday, it too must abide by the

strictures of the First Amendment. He felt there is a sound legal

ground for a protest in these eircumstaﬁces, citing a case in point.

Some years ago, a group of students at Cathblie University invited
an anti-Catholic spokesman to the campus: A U, S, District judge

- held that, since Catholic University receives at least a fourth of
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First Amendment apply here, so that the University officials are

barred from interfering with the choice of speaker.

Mr. Schatz spoke of the larger problem with which today's
Jewish youth have to cope, the contradictions in society, drugs,
etc., and said we must see these too as an urgent responsibility
of the Jewish community. He weng?to offer several suggestions:

We must recognize that this i§ not merely a campus problem; it is
one for the entire Jewish community. We must develop a policy with
respect to debates and confrontations with the Jesus movement, urg-
ing that we do not dignify their forums with cuf presence. He
recommended the developmeﬁt of what the AdCongress describes as
coffee houses, informal social settings to which Jewish youth are

welcome. Finally, he urged the opening of Jewish information

centers, inexpensive storefront operations to which alienated

~Jewish youth can come for information and guidance.

Mr. Goldstein read an excerpt from Dr. Lou H. Silberman's
letter to the—Conmission, dated September 21. Dr. Silberman, who
was unavoidably absent from the meeting, said his concern with
this problem went back several years when he wrote to theICollege
Committee of the CJFWF and discussed it with several Hillel
directars; "Everyone was cordiélly interested, but no more.” He
went on to say that the 1mﬁortant question for'all of us is, what
is to be done ebout tﬁis upsurge? He doubted that "sophistiéafed
thedlogicél debates"_wiil help. Or the quotiﬁg of major Christian
theologians. They are not in the "same ball park” with these youth-
ful missionaries. ' "This bunch," said Dr. Silberman, "is made up

of proof-text quoters. We have been through all this before. Just
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‘get a copy of Isaac Troki's Hizzuk Emuna -- all the texts are there
and the only kind of answers suitable for these people. If we are-
serious then let us 'strengthen the faith' by knowing how to answer
the epikoros. We are not faced with *should they'. They do! We
cannot convince them 'they should not."® Theﬁ will under all cir-
cumstances. . . Finally, we are confronted with the harvest of
whirlwinds. Too mény of our young people are Jewishly illiterate
and without religious pefspeetive. When confronted by conviction

and enthusiasm they can easily be overwhelmed."

Mr, Adlerstein'spuke uf the student religious clubs in the

high schools of Columbus, the activities of which are looked upon

with favor by school administrators. He cited two examples of
these activities. All members of varsity athletic teams must be-
long to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. At one high school
WHEEE“EO per cent of the student body is Jewish +h§ Jewish members
df athletic teams are nevertheless required to join. When he went
to the school to discuss the matter, the principal had a Jewish
parent present who said'emphaiically that it was perfectly agreeable
to him that his son was a member of the Fellowship. On one occasion,
. at the conclusion of a school assembly, pledge cards for Jesus were
handed out and collected by teachers. In discussion of these
problems with school people Mr. Adlerstein has been reminded that
the high schools of Columbus have courses in Hebrew. He thought
the problem calls for our careful attention, and perhaps eventual

resort to the courts.

»

Mr. Posner agreed that there is more religious activity in

the public schools today than in the past ten years. He urged that

*hw 1w
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‘'we intensify our defensé of separation even iftthis means a more
‘active resort to litigation. He thought Rabbi Fishman was right

in saying that the evangelical movement on fhe California campuses

is having a minimal effect on Jewish students. But he was con-
cerned, he said, because of the growing stress on the high school -

and even the junior high school.

Asked by Mr. Goldstein to sumlub, Rabbi Tanenbaum thought
there had developed from our useful aiseussion the need for fact
 finding. Here the facilities of Hillel, Federations, the CRCs
rabbinic associations could be most heipful. We must develop a
clear understanding of the nature and depth of the problem on all
levels -~ the high school, the college campus, the community, even

the synagogue.

Secoﬁdly. he thought there is need for guidelines which may

help all of us avoid errors which could prove costly and embarrassing.

Third, we must inform the Jewish community in a responsible
way about the nature.of the problem. Here it may be necessary to
prepare materials especially for this purpose, some of which might

be addressed to young people.

Fourth, as suggested by Mr. Balsam, we might ask that each
Jewish community organize itself especially for the purpose of

meeting this challenge. » .

Finally, he said, we must address ourselves to the inter-
religious dimensions of the problem. We must reach out to the

mainline Protestant denominations, including those that are formally
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tied in with Key '73. .Some of these péopla'are already sending
out guidelines to their constituents which demonstrate their con- _

ot Lrwa Pl

cern.withj?he Jewish community. For example, the United Methodist

Church has told its pedple in effect, "let's not address this
evangelical effort to Jews.™ He thought it was éntirely possible

to establish with many Christian 1eaders'that, after the H&locaust.

after what is happening to Soviet Jewry, it is unconscionable to

try to undermine the continuity of the Jewish people through this :

kind of evangelism.

Rabbi Tanenbaum was hopeful that all of us -- the rabbinical
bodies, Federations, lay leaders, CRCs, educational groups -- should

collaborate in this effort both nationally and in the communities.

Mr. Goldstein eonéluded the discussion with the suggestion

that a committee of this Commission be appointed to weigh the various [w-

proposals and move ahead on their implementation. It was so moved

and carried. ~ :
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