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' FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CARDINAL GLEMP MEETS WITH JEWISH LEADERS

WASHINGTON-In a meeting with representatives of the Jewish
community, Jozef Cardinal Glemp, primate of Poland, recalled the
"difficult and highly emotional events of the summer of 1989 and
the "regrettable misunderstandings' which occurred between our

two communities at that time."

"Through dialogue, I have learned that certain of my own
statements may have caused pain to the Jewish community and were
seen as fostering stereotypes of Jews and Judaism but were in
many aspects based on mistaken information," Cardinal Glemp
said. "Similarly, the Polish Catholic community has experienced
pain because of the situation. I regret sincerely that this
unfortunate situation occurred, and re-commit myself to working
with you now and in the future, in the spirit of our Pastoral
Letter, to combatting anti-Semitism at its very roots," the
Cardinal stated. (The full text of Cardianl Glemp's statement to
the Jewish leaders follows).

The meeting took place at the headquarters of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops on the first full day of Cardinal
Glemp's two-week pastoral visit to the United States.

The members of the Jewish delegation were Rabbi Jack
Bemporad, Temple Israel, Lawrence, N.Y.; Rabbi Jerome K.
Davidson, Temple Bethel, Great Neck, N.Y.; Rabbi Mordecai Waxman,
Temple Israel, Great Neck, N.Y.; Rabbi A. James Rudin, Director,
Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee; Rabbi Jerome
Epstein, Executive Vice President, United Synagogue of America;
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Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, Director, Départment of
Interreligious Affairs, Union of American Hebrew Congregations;
Rabbi Joel Zaimah of Baltimore; Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, New York;
Mr. Philip Baum, American Jewish Congress; Jerome Chanes,
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council; Rabbi Henry

.

Michelman of New York, and Mr. Gunther Lawrence.

Catholic participants in the meeting included Archbishop
William H. Keeler of Baltimore, Moderator for Catholic-Jewish
Relations, NCCB; Archbishop Adam Maida of Detroit, Episcopal
Liaison for the Polish Apostolate of the NCCB; Cardinal Bernard
Law of Boston; Dr. Eugene Fisher Director of the NCCB Secretariat
for Catholic-Jewish Relations; Most Reverend Szczepan Wesoly, a
Vatican official charged with the spiritual welfare of Polish
Catholics outside of Poland; Msgr. Stanley Dzuiba, secretary to
Cardinal Glemp; and Auxiliary Bishop Alfred J. Markiewicz of
Rockville Centre, a consultant to the NCCB Migration Committee.
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September 20, 1991

STATEMENT OF CARDINAL JOSEF GLEMP
AT MEETING WITH JEWISH LEADERSHIP

I am grateful to Archbishops Maida and Keeler of the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops for providing this opportunity for me to qmet with
American Jewish leaders at the start of n& pastoral visit to Polish ethnic
parishes here. And I am grateful as well to those of you representing the
Jewish conmunity for your willingness to néet with me.

This is truly an important occasion. It provides an opportunity for us
to put behind us same unfortunate events qf the recent past in order to begin
to explore together the larger past we have shared together as Polish
Catholies and Jews for the sake of a better future in our ancient
relationship.

We Polish Catholies and Jews today share a.sense of victimization at the
hands of the Nazi death machine of World War 11, yet also nust acknowledge thé .
differences between our historical and contemporary experiences. Thus it is
today that both.our‘nnnnries and our means pf preserving and passing on these

sacred memories for future generations need to be reconciled. We are for all



the wor 1d witnesses of.those terrible, terrible events of the Shoah, i'the
ultimate crinw of genocide against the Jewish people, and also of the Nazi
erimes against the Polish people.

Our own Polish Bisﬁops' Conference issued for all Catholics on.Januafy
20, 1991, & Pastoral-letter that was read in all the parishes of Poland and
published in newspapers and read on T.V. That letter was written in the
spirit of repentance (teshuvah) on the part of Polish Catholics and
reconeiliation befﬁeen'the Catholic Church and the Jewish People. In our
Pastoral, my fellow Bishops qu 1 unanimously condemned anti-Semitism in all
its insidious forms and expressed "our sincere regret for all the incidents of
anti-Semitism which were coomitted at any time or by any one on Polish soil"
as well as "our sorrow for all the injustices and harm done to Jews" (Origins
20:36, 1991, 593).

It was in this profound spirit of reconciliation that I recalled in my
letter to Archbishop Maida the difficult and highly emotional events of the
sunmer of 1989 and the "regrettable misunderstandings™ which occurred between
our two carmunities at that time. Through dialogue, I have learned that
certain of my own statements may hage caused pain to the Jewish community and
were seen as fostering stereotypes of Jews and Judaism, but were in many
aspects based oﬁ|nistaken information. At the same time, the Polish Catholic
Eannunity has experienced pain because of the situation. I regret sincerely

that this unfortunate situation occurred, and re-commit myself to



working with you now and in the future, in the spirit of our Pastoral Letter,
to corbatting anti-Semitism at its very roots.

In this context, for example, I will be visiting while in Chieago the
Cardinal Bernardin Institute of the Spertus College of Judaicd. This
Institute had dedicated itself to studies and progranﬁ of significance for
improving uhderstanding between Polish Catholics and Jews, and has already
proven beneficial in educatfng key Catholic seminary faculty in Poland in
Jewish/Catholic dialogue.

It is also a positive sign that the crisis over the Carmelite convent at
Auschwitz is on the way to a mutually satisfactory resolution. Construction
of the new convent and study center is well underway and we look forward to
the nuns moving into their new quérters as soon.as poésible.

Finally, I may say that we live in incredible times of almost miraculous
and certain1§ pdrtentious events: the break-up of an empire and the
renaissance of freedom and democracy in Eastern and Central Eufope. As the
joint deciaration.of the Interna?ional Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee
meeting in Prague last year put it so well, there is é new spirit in the world
todﬁy, a spirit_that "would nanifest ifself in the work that (our) two faith
communities could do together to respond to the néeds of ioday's world. This

need is for the establishment of human rights, freedom and dignity where they




are lacking or imperiled, and for responsible stewardship of t_he environment.
A new image and a new.attitudg in. Jewish-Catholic relations are required"
(Origins 20:15, 1990, 233).

I pray that this meeting may be of help in furthering that new image and

attitude which we all seek.




CARDINAL'S OFFICE
1011 FIRST AVENUE
NEW YORK, NY 10022

September 20, 1991

As you are aware, His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Glemp has been
Pulaski Day Parade on Octocber 6, 1991. The Cardinal will arrive
in Manhattan the morning of the parade and return to Europe the
next day.

to meet with leaders of the Jewish commmnity while in New York
City. I believe that this meeting could be most beneficial in
light of the wide-spread attention that his visit to the United
States has occasioned. I would like to invite you to meet .
Cardinal Glemp at my residence on Sunday, October 6, at noon.
This would offer Cardinal Glemp an opportunity to hear your own
If your schedule permits, I would also like to invite you to

join Cardinal Glemp and myself in reviewing the opening of the
Pulaski Day Parade on the steps of Saint Patrick's Cathedral.
This would be a wonderful sign of the most important dialogue
between our two commmities.

In this regard, I have asked Brother Martyn to be in contact
with your office to learn of your plans.

With sincere gratitude and warm regards.
Faithfully,
ishop of New York
Apt. 18F

New York, NY 10128 ! /“e /m, %/W
Hora
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September 20, 1991

STATEMENT OF CARDINAL JOSEF GLEMP

AT MEETING WITH JEWISH LEADERSHIP

w)w‘ﬁ/ I am grateful to Archbishops Maida and Keeler of the National Conference
o
)

f Catholic Bishops for providing this opportunity for me to meet with
American Jewish leaders at the start of my pastoral visit to Polish ethnic
parishes here. And I am grateful as well to those of you representing the
Jewish commumnity for your willingness to meet with me.

This is truly an important occasion. It provides an opportunity for us
to put behind us some unfortunate events of the recent past in order to begin
to explore together the larger past we have shared together as Polish
Catholics and Jews for the sake of a better future in our ancient
relationship.

We Polish Catholics and Jews today share a sense of victimization at the
hands of the Nazi death machine of World War II, yet also must acknowledge the
differences between our historical and contemporary experiences. Thus it is
today that both our memories and our means of preserving and passing on these
sacred memories for future generations need to be reconciled. We are for all
the world witnesses of those terrible, terrible events of the Shoah, the
ultimate crime of genocide against the Jewish people, and also of the Nazi
crimes against the Polish people.

Our own Polish Bishops’ Conference issued for all Catholics on Jaruary
20, 1991, a Pastoral Letter that was read in all the parishes of Poland. That
letter was written in the spirit of repentance (teshuvah) on the part of
Polish Catholics and reconciliation between the Catholic Church and the Jewish
People. In our Pastoral, my fellow bishops and I unanimously condemned anti-
Semitism in all its insidicus forms and expressed "our sincere regret for all
the incidents of anti-Semitism which were committed at any time or by any one
on Polish soil" as well as "our sorrow for all the injustices and harm done to
Jews" (Origins 20:36, 1991, 593).

It was in this profound spirit of reconciliation that I recalled in my
letter to Archbishop Maida the difficult and highly emotional events of the
sumer of 1989 and the "regrettable misunderstandings" which occurred between



our two commmnities at that time. Through dialogue, I have learned that
certain of my own statements may have caused pain to the Jewish cammmity and
were seen as fostering stereotypes of Jews and Judaism. Similarly, the Polish
Catholic community has experienced pain because of the situation. I regret
sincerely that this unfortunate situation occurred, and re-commit myself to
working with you now and in the future, in the spirit of ocur Pastoral Letter,
to cambatting anti-Semitism at its very roots.

In this context, for example, I will be visiting while in Chicago the
Cardinal Bernardin Inst:l.tl.xte of the Spertus College of Judaica. This
Institute had dedicated itself to studies and programs of significance for
improving understanding between Polish Catholics and Jews, and has already
proven beneficial in educating key Catholic seminary faculty in Poland in
Jewish/Catholic dialogue.

It is also a positive sign that the crisis over the Carmelite convent at
Auschwitz is on the way to a mutually satisfactory resolution. Construction
of the new convent and study center is well underway and we look forward to
the nuns moving into their new quarters as soon as possible.

Finally, I may say that we live in incredible times of almost miraculous
and certainly portentious events: the break-up of an empire and the
renaissance of freedom and democracy in Eastern and Central Burope. As the
joint declaration of the Internatiocnal Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee
meeting in Prague last year put it so well, there is a new spirit in the world
today, a spirit that "would manifest itself in the wark that (cur) two faith
commnities could do together to respond to the needs of today’s world. This
raedmforﬂmestabhslmatofmmnnghts,freedmaﬂdlgmtywherethey
are lac:kJ.ng or imperiled, qnd for responsible stewardship of the envirorment.
A new image and a new attitude in Jewish-Catholic relations are required"
(Crigins 20:15, 1990, 233).

I pray that this meeting may be of help in furthering that new image and
attitude which we all seek.



GUESTS/RABBI MARC TANENBAUM
Friday, November 4, 1988
Kitchi Gammi Club, Duluth
Mrs. Muriel Abram

Mr. & Mr. Michael Altman
Brad, Beth, Bryan

Rev. & Mrs. Len Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. George Berman

Sr. Mary Odile Cahoon

Sr. Carita Carey

Mr. & Mrs. James Cherveny
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Cowan
Mrs. Janet Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Robert DeRoche

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Dreshfield

Dr. & Mrs. Philip Eckman

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Effinger

Sr. Verda Clare Eichner
Mrs. Goldie Eldot

Mrs. Patty Fisher

Ms. Corinne Gauger

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Glazman
Mr. Manley Goldfine

Sr. Kathleen Hofer

Rabbi & Mrs. Tony Holz
Meiera, Jessa, Dara

Mr. Robert Karon

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Koch

Rev. & Mrs. Lonnie Lassman

Retailer

Attorney
Benedictine Health System
Independent Cleaners

College of St. Scholastica
St. Mary’s Medical Center
Exec. VP/St. Mary’s
Psychiatrist

Mgr., Voyageur Motel
Target Stores

Potlach, Cloquet

Duluth Clinic, Ltd.

Mgr. Emergency Food Shelf

VP Nursing/St. Mary'’s
Teacher

Educ. Serv/St. Mary’s
First United Methodist
Jewish Federation
Manley Investments
Pres./St. Mary'’s

Temple Israel

Attorney

PR/St. Mary’s

Chaplaincy/St. Mary'’s

1-Whitefish

2-Prime Rib
3-Prime Rib

l1-Whitefish
1-Chicken

1-Whitefish
1-Chicken

1-Whitefish
1-Whitefish
2-Prime Rib
2-Prime Rib
l1-Whitefish
2-Chicken

2-Chicken

2-Whitefish

l1-Whitefish
1-Prime Rib

1-Prime Rib
1-Chicken
1-Whitefish
1-Prime Rib
Z;Chicken
1-Whitefish
1-Whitefish
1-Whitefish
2-Chicken
2-Prime Rib
1-Chicken

1-Whitefish
1-Chicken

1-Whitefish



Guests/Tanenbaum/Page 2
Rev. & Mrs. Lannie Law
Ms. Mary McClernon

Rev. Patrick McDowell
Rev. Eugene McGlothlin

Rev. & Mrs. Daniel Miner

Mr. Timothy Mowbray

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Nides

Rev. & Mrs. David Pearson

Rev. & Mrs. John Pegg

Sr. Adelia Marie Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Seiler

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Seiler

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Seiler

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Dr. & Mrs. James Thompson
Sr. Mary Josephine Torborg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vokes
Mrs. Esther Winthrop

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Witkin

Lakeside Baptist _
Centennial Coord/St. Méry's
Central City Catholic Churches
Dir. Chaplaincy/St. Mary'’s

St. Paul’s Episcopal

Polinsky Rehab Center

Investors Diversified
Concordia Lutheran
Peace Church - UCC

Chaplaincy/St. Mary'’s
Security Jewelers

Attorney

Security Jewelers

Duluth Clinic, Ltd.

College of St. Scholastica
Marketing/St. Mary'’s

Head Nurse/Coronary/St. Mary'’s

Attorney/Superior, WI

2-Prime Rib
1-Prime Rib
1-Prime Rib
1-Prime Rib

l1-Whitefish
1-Prime Rib

1-Chicken

1-Chicken
1-Prime Rib

1-Whitefish
1-Chicken

1-Whitefish
1-Prime Rib

l1-Whitefish
2-Whitefish

1=-Chicken
1-Prime Rib

1-Chicken
1-Prime Rib

l-Whitefish
2-Whitefish
l1-Whitefish
2-Whitefish
l1-Whitefish

l1-Whitefish
1-Prime Rib
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-~ %he way of dialogue {s the way to mutual understanding; uniey

Sep 24.91 1d=3? Ho.005 P.02

September 24, 194

aud'peace. Cnhholle-aewiah dialogue hae 4 special plaen among the

many dla:aauaa ED which the Churech and the world are ¢alled.

I am happy to have had the opportunity to have beecn a part of
the beglinning of such & dialogue with United Stakes' Jewish
ieaders and Catholicsa from_the Cnited States and Poland 1ast
Friday, September 20, in Washington, D.¢, It is my intentien to
invite & eontinuation of this dialogue in Warsaw, sometime {n

P

early 1992, : | | <

Archbishop William Reeler of pBaltimore, who guides
Cathollic-Jewish relatfions for the National Conference cf Catholie
Bishops, hae graclously agreed to uork‘out the detalls of this
dlalogue segsion with Blshep Henryk Huszynski, his counterpart in

the Polish Conference of Blohops,



October 6, 1991

JEWISH LEADERS’ STATEMENT ON MEETING WITH CARDINAL GLEMP

Jewish leaders today welcomed the initiative taken by John
Cardinal O’Connor in arranging a meeting between Jozef Cardinal
Glemp, primate of Poland, held at the Cardinal’s residence.

The Jewish group acknowledged the views expressed by
Cardinal Glemp at the Washington meeting on September 20 in which he
expressed regret over the stereotypic statements based on
misinformation abeut Jews in Psland, and piedged to lead the Polish
Catholic Church in. a comprehensive effort to combat anti-Semitism
throughout Poland. -

In the important effort to implement the objectives
outlined in the Polish Catholic Church’s pastoral letter of November
1990 and the Prague declaration of September 1991, both Cardinal
Glemp and Jewish leaders agreed to cooperate in the following
activities:

- 1) Implementation of the invitation to go to Poland to teach
in the seminaries and Catholic institutions about Jewish/Polish
history, contribution of Jews to Polish culture and basic Jewish
values.

2) The establishment of concrete program;4;r the coming year
to implement the pastoral letter of January 20, as well as, to
respond to Cardinal Glemp’s promise that he will do everyth1ng in his
power to fight anti- Sem1t1sm in Poland.

3) Work to overcome stereotypes of Jews, Catholics and Poles
and implement a general process of dialogue.



STATEMENT: HIS EMINENCE, JOZEF CARDINAL GLEMP, PRIMATE OF POLAND

Today is my last full day here in your country. My short visit began in
Washington, D.C., where on September 20th I had an opportunity to meet and
discuss matters of mutual interest with United States’ Jewish and Catholic
leaders. I have had opportunities in many of the cities I have visited here
in your vast country to continue these discussions. It is in this spirit of
mutual understanding that these discussions continued today here in New York
City.

As you are aware, Archbishop William Keeler of Baltimore, the Chairman of
the National Council of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish
Relations, ‘and the Jewish Tleaders of the Catholic-Jewish dialogue have
graciously offered their assistance in future discussions which will take
place in Warsaw in early 1992. John Cardinal 0’Connor, Archbishop of New
York, supports these offers and adds his own offer to assist the dialogue in
any way possible.

I am personally grateful for such offers. Bishop Henryk Muszynski,
Chairman of the Polish Conference of Bishops’ Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish
Relations will work closely with Archbishop Keeler and the Jewish leaders in
this regard. As I return to Poland, I look forward to continued cooperation
of all parties in these vital discussions, particularly in our efforts in
Warsaw next year. ‘



-Our meeting between Cardinal Josef Glemp, the Primate of Poland,
and Jewish representatives was a forthright, open and, we
believe, a constructive conversation,

The meeting was held through the initiative of Archbishops
William Keeler of Baltimore and Adam Maida of Detroit,
representing the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
Jewish representatives adknowledge with appreciation the strong,
positive relations that exidst between the Catholic and Jewish
leadership and communities in this country, which were the
context for this meeting.

The Jewish representatives discussed in detail major issues that
disturbed the Jewish people raised by the homily of Cardinal
Glemp at Czesochowa in August of 1989, and his recent statement
made at the Warsaw airport containing anti-Jewish stereotypes.

The Cardinal acknowledged that these remarks were in many aspects
based on mistaken information and said, "I regret sincerely that
this unfortunate situation occurred and recommit myself to
working with you now and in the future, in the spirit of our
Pastoral letter, to combatting anti-Semitism at its very roots.

He also acknowledged the need to engage in serious joint studies

that would prevent the repetition of stereotypes, and increase
positive understanding of Jews and Judaism.

September 20, 1991




STATEMENT BY JOHN CARDINAL.O’CONNOR
10:15 Hass: Saint Patrick’s Cathedral
22 September 1991

Before reflecting with you on today’s Gospel, I want to comment
very briefly on the visit currently taking place in our country by His
Eminence Cardinal Glemp, Archbishop of Warsaw, in Poland, and Primate
of all Poland. Cardinal Glemp was in Washington on Friday and in
Brooklyn yesterday. He will visit many cities, but his final visit
will be here in New York. He plans to concelebrate this Mass with us
on Sunday, October 6th at 10:15, two weeks from now, meet with
representatives of the Jewish Community and review the Polish Day
Parade from the steps of this Cathedral.

I have been personally and publicly disappointed with various
statements about our Jewish brothers and sisters attributed to Cardinal
Glemp in the past. But the past is the past. I am very happy with the
statements His Eminence is making during his current visits. They
explain many previous misunderstandings and the Cardinal has stated
publicly his regret for such misunderstandings and any pain they may
have caused to others. The Cardinal seems highly pleased by the
attitudes expressed by many high-ranking representatives of the Jewish
community and has pledged himself once again to the battle against
anti-Semitism.

I am confident that Cardinal Glemp will find here in New York what
I have found as Archbishop -- extraordinary warmth and affection on the
part of a people who have suffered horribly through history, too often
at the hands of Catholics, and yet are always ready to forgive those
who recognize the injustices of the past and try to reach out to their
Jewish brothers and sisters, not in a spirit of patronizing tolerance,
but in a spirit of true friendship and Tove.




12 CatholicNew York  October 3, 1991

Editorials' :

Let Dialogue Begin

HE CURRENT visit of Poland’s Cardinal
Jozef Glemp to the United States is stirring old
Catholic-Jewish  animosities—much to the

cardinal’s regret. He has apologized, profoundly

and sincerely, for whatever he may have contrib-

uted to misunderstanding between the two faiths. .

He has condemned anti-Semitism in the strongest
possible terms, and he has urged the continuation
of Jewish-Catholic dialogue in his homeland.

Sadly, this has not been enough for some Jewish
leaders. While others have welcomed the
cardinal’s remarks as signs of a new beginning,
his critics continue to dwell on the past. Some are
even bent on hauling him into court. These are ac-
tions that invite reasonable questions about the
motives behind them.

Two years ago Cardinal Glemp spoke harshly
about the protests over the Carmelite convent at
Auschwitz, the World War II Nazi death camp. A
group of American Jews had forcibly entered the

convent grounds, where they were beaten off by

workmen. The cardinal’s critical comments that
followed were widely seen as anti-Semitic, and he
has since apologized for them.

He apologized again at the outset of his U.S. visit,
referring to his attempts to develop-a “spirit of
reconciliation’ following the “‘difficult and highly
emotional events of the summer of 1989.”" Speak-
ing in Washington to a group of American Catholic
and Jewish leaders, Cardinal Glemp said:

“Through dialogue, I have learned that certain
of my own statements may have caused pain to
the Jewish community and were seen as fostering

stereotypes of Jews and Judaism, but were in .

many aspects based on mistaken information. At

the same time, the Polish Catholic community has
experienced pain because of the situation. I regret
sincerely that this unfortunate situation occurred, -
and recommit myself to working with you now
and in the future...to combating anti-Semitism at
its very roots.”

Several prominent New York rabbis were
among those present, and their heartening re-
sponse should serve as a model for others.

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman of Great Neck, who
addressed Pope John Paul II on behalf of Ameri-

-can Jews during the Holy Father’s 1987 visit, told.

Catholic News Service it was ‘‘quite clear” that
Cardinal Glemp is committed to working for bet-
ter Catholic-Jewish understandmg

“My own feeling,” he said, ‘“‘is that his sheer
presence here for this extended discussion was it-
self an openness (on the cardinal’s part) to aware-
ness that there were major problems.”

Rabbi James Rudin, director of interreligious
affairs for the American Jewish Committee, told
CNS, “For me there were 1,000 years of history in

that room...A new door was opened.”

And Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of Manhattan, a -
leading Tigure for décades i Catholic-JéWisSh Téla-
tt‘_%;grggs _sal fﬁ"'mééﬁhg” “I'thinka ne""'ﬁpmt N
was born today.” = g

How strange, and how sad, that others would o
prefer to keep criticizing Cardinal Glemp for what
happened before—rather than go forward, in the.
spirit of interfaith cooperation the cardinal has;-
suggested, to a new era of dialogue.

Much unquestionably remains to be done before._ ;
genuine harmony can be universally achieved.:o
But at least, as the cardinal suggests, let us begin.: =«
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By Hillel Levine

BOSTON
ahead and research
" 1t," said the Roman

Catholic Primate
of Poland, Jozef
Cardinal Glemp, on
Sept. 18, in re-
sponse to charges that he made anti-
Semitic comments. He refuses to re-
tract disparaging statements he
made in 1089, including the accusa-
tion that Jews had spread alcoholism
in Poland. This fact is “widely spread
in our history and sociology,” said the
cardinal, who will visit New York

(44

‘tomorrow.

The cardinal is factually correct in
recalling the significant role of Po-
land's Jews in the production and sale
of alcohol in the 16th through the 18th
centurjes. But in the way he explains
peasant drunkeness, Cardinal Glemp
associates himsell with.a lcmg line of
anti-Semites.

For it was Poland's Catholic gen-
try, with the full cooperation of its

Hillel Levine, professor of sociology
and religion at '‘Boston University, is
author of "Economic Origins of Anti-
S(’muwm

clergy, that profited from keeping the
peasants drunk. They used Jews to
accomplish this aim and then victim-
ized the Jews for doing their dirty
work.

In the 16th century, Poland was the
breadbasket of Europe. Imporied
Polish grain prevented starvation in
London and Amsterdam. It nourished
those In Western Europe who pro-
vided the ideas, labor and capitnl for
the mercantile and industrial revolu-
tions. But the Polish gentry, spurning
planning and investment, failed to*

. modernize, confident there would al-

ways be a limitless workforce of land- .
less serfs to produce grain for a con-
stant demand.

When European grain prices tum-
bled in the 17th century, the Polish
lords had 10 squeeze more out of their
serfs and struggle to hold them on the
farms. To keep the serfs docile, the
lords had the help of their younger
brothers and cousins: Cardinal
Glemp's clerical predecessors. They
also knew that a drunken peasant
was less likely to rebel than a pious
peasant. For this, they-used the Jews.

The Jews had traditionally sup-
ported themselves through'trade and
crafts. But the lords understood that
their managerial and marketing
skills could strengthen the feudal es-

\

for alcohol concessions.

Polish Jews had
little choice but
to sell vodka.

tates. The lords had to prevent Jews

. from supplying consumer goods to
‘remote feudal estales in order to

eliminate cconomic incentives for

‘serfs, Serfs with access to consumer -

goods might become entreprencurial
and rebel against enslavement.

Polish Jews, forced out of produc-
tive commerce and forbidden (o own
farmland, were recruited 10 sell the
gentry’'s unmarketable grain as alco-
hol. The lords demanded steep rénts
If a Jew
failed 10 meet the contract, often he,
his wife and children would be im-
prisoned, tortured and forced to be-
come Catholic.

The church also helped spur vodka -

sales. Nol only was the clergy a good
customer, but it enforced purchase
quotas of alcohol on the peasants for
holiday feasts and weddings.

There were Poles who complained
then, as does Cardinal Glemp now,

Cardinal Glemp's Slanted History

about "the Jews' intoxicatlon of the

- Polish peasants.” But most often this

was not out of concern for peasant
welfare or Poland's economic devel-
opment. The complainis came from
the lower gentry and burghers who
wanted to run the vodka concessions.
Within the Jewish community, the
Jew purveying drink to the peasants
was @ symbol of the tragedy of exlle
and powerlessness. Precisely when
their cousins in the West were con-
tributing mightily to the development
of market capitalism, Industry and -
the llberal nation-state, many Polish
Jews were plying vodka. In their
backward part of Europe, they had
few opportunities, They were free to
choose only in (he sense that Jean-
Paul Sartre accorded to the persecul-
ed: free to kill themselves through

" starvation.

The admonition to remember histo-
ry can be humanizing and a éall for
violence. In the context of Poland's
painful history with its Jews, Cardi-
nal Glemp shames not only the
church but also the people of his
suffering land. As leaders of minority
groups, from Moses Mendelssohn to
Malcolm X, have reminded us, they
poke out our eyes and blame us for
not seeing. 0O

1
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By PETER STEINFELS
2’5 ‘Specialto The New York Times -
‘WASHINGTON, Sept. 20 — Jozef

. Cardinal Glemp, the Roman Catholic

Primate of Poland, told a dozen leaders
of Jewish groups today that he recog-

nized the pain caused by statements he ;

made in a widely publicized homily in
Aupgust 1989.. . - ;

He also said that “through dialogue’’
he had come to understand how his
statements were viewed as “fostering
stereotypes of Jews and Judaism'' and
were ‘“based on mistaken informa-
tion."

‘1 regret sincerely that this unfortu-
nate situation occurred,” he told the
delegation in a statement issued after

a meeting at the headquarters of the’

National Conference of Catholic’ Bish-
ops. .

The meeting was arranged to build
understanding with American Jews be-
fore the Cardinal embarked on a two-
week visit to Polish-American commu-
nities in 14 cities. But the meeting itself
became a new source of conflicts when
some Jews questioned the appropriate-
ness of meeting with Cardinal Glemp
in the absence of a detailed retraction
of his remarks and an apology before a
Polish audience. .

Seymour Reich, former president of

:B'nai B'rith International who opposed
: the meeting, said that he was still dis-
-appointed with Cardinal Glemp's re-
. sponse.,

But Jewish participants described

their nearly two-hour closed discussion
with the Cardinal as *'no holds barred” |
-and said it included a detailed review l

Frank__dis'cus_sion |
at an interfaith
meeting.

of the 1989 passages they found offen-
sive. .
. The 1989 homily followedan incident
- when seven Jewish demonstrators en-
tered the grounds of a convent to pro-
test its establishment adjacent to the
site of the Auschwitz death camp. In
the homily, Cardinal Glemp, spoke of
“the Jewish. innkeeper who pot peas-
ants drunk’ as well as Jews '‘who gave
Poland their talents and their lives.”
The Cardinal also spoke of Jewish
power over the mass media In many
countries and suggested that the Jew-
ish demonstrators, if they had not been
stopped, might have killed the nuns or|
. destroyed the convent. Rabbi Avraham)|
" Weiss of the Hebrew Institute of River-
dale, who led the demonstrators, ap-
peared with a dozen protesters outside
the Catholic headquarters this morn-
ing. He tried unsuccessfully to serve
Cardinal Glemp a summons for a civil
suit for defamation and slander.
The conflict over relocating the con-

vent itself, which paralyzed formal
talks between Jewish groups and the{

L Vatican for several years, has now|

receded and been replaced by the con-
flict stemming from the demonstra-
tion, the homily, Rabbi Weiss’s suit and
Cardinal Glemp’s visit.

Unlike the closed discussion, where
participants said that Cardinal Glemp
was animated and frank, the news con-

" | ference that followed found the prelate

looking strained. Speaking in Polish, he
answered many questions about his
homily and other past events with gen-
eral remarks on hopes and plans for
better Catholic-Jewish relations.

According to participants in the
meeting, Cardinal Glemp sdid he had
never met before with so many Jews,
*“We are dealing with an individual who
has been isolated" said Gunther Law-
rence, a longtime Jewish spokesman
for organizations engaged in interfaith
conversations. ’

“There was an exchange and a
change,” Rabbi Mordecai Waxman ol
Temple lsrael, Great Neck, N.Y., said.
‘“The truth of the matter is that Jews in
Poland didn't talk, and didn't talk
frankly, to Cardinals. They weren't giv-
en the opportunity. They had it today,”
he said..

Saying he was trying not :)o repeat
his Yom Kippur sermon, Ra pl‘ hﬁrc

Tanenbaum, a retired official of the
American Jewish Committee, said the
“test of teshuvah' — the Hebrew word
for “repentgnce’ that was much used
in today's discussion — was “not only a

Polish Cardinal Acknowledges Distress He Caused in 1989 Homily

change of attitude but a change of
behavior." - '

He and several other Jewish partici-
pants said that the Polish Catholic
Church, under Cardinal Glemp, had
changed its behavior. Asked at the
news conference whether he was apolo-
%tzlng for the 1989 homily, Cardinal

lemp spoke of *'looking for a new way
of dialogue” and avoided the word
apology. The crucial step was “to say
‘I’m sorry,’ and he just didn't,”. Rabbi
Weiss, who had returned.to New York,
said of the meeting. '

Jewish participants in the meeting
disputed this view. “ ‘Apologize’ ha
become a buzzword,” said Rabbi A
James Rudin of the American Jewish
Committee. **Do you want him to grov
el?” asked Rabbi Jack Bemporad o?;
Temple Israel in Lawrence, N.Y. {

Rabbi Welss was not mollified. From
New York he repeated charges that
statements Cardinal Glemp made on
Thursday were *‘even more outrageous,
than the original homily.” Cardinal
Glemp had suggested that determining
the truth of his comments on Jews in

‘Poland should be left to sociologists;

and historians. Rabbi Weiss called thi
“incendiary and incitements to vi
lence, amounting to nothing less than
verbal terrorism." |
“I think that's just provocative lan-

guage,” Rabbi Tane: sald of
Rabbi Weiss's A .

—



By ROBERT M. ANDREWS

-The Assoclatet! Press ~ .
WASHINGTON — Jozef

Cardinal Glemp of Poland

met with a dozen American

Jewish leaders yesterday and

expressed regret over a

three-year-old sermon that - :
" In his sermon, Glemp ac-

mitie. - .- £

“I have learned. that cer-
tain of my own statements
may have caused pain to the
Jewish community and were
seen as fostering stereotypes
of Jews and Judaism, but
were in many aspects based
on mistaken .information,”
Glemp said in a statement.

Adding that Polish Catho-
lics also had sufféred pain,
Glemp told the Jewish lead-
ers; . B n
"I regret sincerely that this
unfortunate situation oc-
curred and recommit myself
to working with you now and
in the future, in the spirit of
our pastoral letter, to com-
bating anti-Semitism at its
very roots.” -

Glemp aroused an interna-
tional furor in August 1989,
when he criticized Jewish
demonstrators from . New

many Jews re__gf:d as anti-Se-

York who protested the pres-

ence of a Carmelite convent
at the site of the Nazi death
camp at Auschwitz, where an
estimated 1,350,000 Jews
were exterminated during
World War IL :

cused Jews of attacking Po-
‘land’s . sovereighty and fo-

" menting anti-Polish feelings.

He invoked images of Jews
spreading communism and
causing alcoholism among '
Polish peasants. He also sug-
gested that the Jewish pro-
testers had tried to destroy
the convent and murder its
nuns.

On Thursday, before he left -
Warsaw for a two-week visit :
to the United States, Glemp -
told an interviewer that he
saw no need to apologize for
his. reaction to what he re-
garded as an “illegal” attack
on the convent.

“Apologizing is a Christian

gesture, and if one feels that
one hurt someone, then one
should apologize for it,” he

said. “There is nothing to .

apologize about from my per-
spective'!l . .

'DAILY NEWS

more than a dozen U.S. cities,

.. Glemp sought to defuse the

" controversy during an ex-

©**"At the outset of his tour of

traordinary two-hour con-. .

frontation with Jewish lead-
ers at the headquarters of the

National Conference of Cath-

olic Bishops, which arranged

the meeting. -
Glemp did not utter a for-
mal apology for his contro-
“yersial remarks yesterday.
But Rabbi Ea% Tanenbaum
of New York and several oth-
.er Jewish leaders who at-
tended the meeting suggested

* that an apology wasn’t neces-

sary. 2

o noted that Glemp had
. previously denounced ‘anti-

Semitism and said he showed

willingness yesterday to take -

part in a future dialogue be-
tween Catholics and Jews in
-Poland to overcome old ste-
reotypes and prejudices: -
“We believe the Polish
--Catholic Church and Cardi-
nal Glemp have begun’ to
‘demonstrate in serious ways
not only a change of attitude
but a change of behavior,”
Tanenbaum told a news con-
rence r the meeting.
Asked’ if he avoided the

word apology because it :

might mean humiliation,
1 @1éfp replied, “I don’t- con-

sider this' as humiliation if
arjou axrive akg deepentruth.”
-l 048D ant) .yihiolzay Wio
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An Open Letter
To Cardinal
Jozef Glemp
AVRAHAM WEISS

1 have seen your letter to
Detroit's Archbishop Adam
J. Maida. Your “understand-
ing” that my colleagues and
I did not come to Auschwitz
to murder the nuns or destroy
the convent is a first step. But
it falls far short.

The accusation that you
made in your homily of Au-
gust, 1989, that we came to
kill the nuns caused us im-
measurable harm. Your si-
lence after we were beaten —
while a priest and a theologi-
cal student urged the at-

Avraham Weiss is rabbi of the
Hebrew Institute of Riverdale
and president of AMCHA, The
Coalition For Jewish Concerns.

tackers on — rubbed salt into
the wounds that were in-
flicted upon us. Rectifying
this grievous error requires
more than an “‘understand-
ing;" it requires remorse. The
simple words, “I'm sorry” are
in order.

Additionally, you blame the
Jewish community in part for
your egregious accusation.
Your letter states: “If in the
past we [the Catholic and
Jewish community] had more
contacts and learned more
about each other, we would
not have arrived at those
regrettable misunderstand-
ings which took place in
Poland in 1989 concerning
the Carmelite convent in
Auschwitz.”" Apparently, you
believe that the “regrettable
misunderstanding” is, in
large measure, attributable to
the Jewish community’s lack
of contact with the church on
the convent issue.

Let's check the facts. The
Geneva Declaration which ob-
ligated the church to move
the convent by Feb. 22, 1989
was signed by European Jew-
ish leaders and four cardinals
in February, 1987. Before the
declaration was signed,
through the two years in
which the nuns were sup-
posed to move and then for
months afterwards, our lead-
ership was in constant con-
Continued On Page 60

The controversial convent
at Auschwitz.

The Cardinal’s
Visit Is A Time
For Change
MARC H. TANENBAUM

While Cardinal Jozef
Glemp is in the United States
from yesterday through Oct.
7, there are essentially two
contradictory responses
w'Ame'n'can Jewish leader-

ship.

The first: Concentrate en-
tirely on Cardinal Glemp's
horrible mnti-Semitic state-
ments he has made in his
homily on Aug. 26, 1989, at
the shrine of Czestochows,
and ignore any changes that
have taken place since that
time.

The second: Keep clearly in
mind the crude anti-Semitic
themes expressed in that of-
fensive homily, but acknow-
ledge with reason and
decency that a number of im-
portant changes have oc-
curred since 1989 in the
attitudes and behavior of Car-
dinal Glemp and leaders of

Rabbi Tanenbaum,

formerly chaired the
International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious
Consulrations (LJCIC),

the Polish Catholic Church.

The challenge, then, be
comes how to build on those
changes and assure that the
movement toward uprooting
anti-Semitism in Poland is
strengthened and made a
lasting program.

The risk of the first re-
sponse of seeking to humili-
ate publicly Cardinal Glemp
by ;er“ngv:u mmm;_:m:h on him
is that it wi tify the g
of two or t£ individuﬁ
But the consequences of that
action could be exceedingly
damaging to the pitiful rem-
nant of Polish Jewry, as well
as to American Jewry.

Someone has to keep in
mind that American Jewry is
passing through a very troub-
ling time. The confrontation
between the Bush adminis-
tration end the Shamir gov-
ernment over obtaining 210
billion in guarantees for loans
for Israel, even with the most

Continued On Page 66
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Tanenbaum
Continued From Page 9

positive compromise, is going
to leave a great many Ameri-
cans angry at Jews for oppos-
ing the U.S. president in favor
of the Israeli government. I
do not think we should under-
estimate the negative fallout
of this emerging confron-
tation.

Also, the pogrom by blacks
in Brooklyn's Crown Heights
against Lubavitcher Jews
had disclosed how pervasive
a black culture of vicious anti-
Semitism is creeping out
around us. While moderate
black leaders have remained
largely silent in the face of
hateful. Nazi-like wverbal
violence and murderous riots,
a number of black radical
agitators — the Rev. Al
Sharpton, Sonny Carson, et al
— have had the audacity to
warn that Crown Heights po-
groms could well be repeated
in Williamsburg, Boro Park,
Washington Heights and
elsewhere. With encourage-
ment from the Rev. Louis Far-
rakhan, Dr. Leonard Jeffries,
and anti-Semitic rap lyrics,
who can guarantee that im-
itative behavior could not
break o‘;xli:c in ulihcr cities?

A public explosion igalm
Cardinal Glemp in the United’
+ States clearly risks alienating
the entire American Catholic
hierarchy, the ma my of
whom are trusted
. the US. Jewish eomml.m.ity.
" not to mention tens of thou-
sands of Polish Catholics i in
the United States. .

It is more than pmbahle
that public attacks

ardinal Glemp while he is m
tﬁ Umteddusetates will have
the most consequences
for elderly Polish Jews. As
"happened when Rabbi Avi
Weiss invaded the sanctuary
of the Carmelite nuns,:
another wave of anti-
Semitism can be
Poland should Cardmal
Glemp be publicly humiliated ",
while in the Unjted States. '
But it will be frail Polish*
ews who will be beaten, ’
cursed, and spat upon, not-
Jews living in the safety of -
!hmdn;le. NY. and Cam-
bridge, Mass.

Jewish leaders are elected -
to office by their consl.ituen-
cies — to whom
larly accountable — for the

.Jewish security. ltlmn.ldbe'
p&vuw:!theyﬁdtjusﬁﬂed{
further animosi- =

tymdhoahh! ty toward Jews, '
American Jewry has abun- *
dutzmlpmbium with the -’

imminent U.S:Israeli confron-
tation. the Crown Heights
black culture of vicious anti-
Semitism, not to mention the
latent garden variety anti-
Semitism which lies buried in
the culture.

Since 1989, Cardinal G
committed himself to transfer
the Carmelite convent to a
new center that is under con-
struction. He gave the full
authority of his office to an
extraordinary declaration of
the Polish Catholic hierarchy
that condemned anti-Semi-
tism “‘as evil and contrary to
the spirit of the Gospel.” He
approved the reading of that
historic pastoral document in
every Polish Catholic Church
last January, an unprece-
dented act in the history of
Poland,

And in August, in a letter
to Detroit’s Polish Catholic
archbishop, Cardinal Glemp
retracted charges he had
leveled during his 1989 homi-
ly that Ji
had inten "mﬁhymca.l harm
to the C te sisters or
destruction of their convent.

I do not know whether Car-
dinal Glemp is a genuine ba'zl
teshuvah But and the
Polish Catholic church have
shown demonstrable signs
they are undergoing serious
corrective changes in their at-
titudes towards Jews, Juda-
ism, the Nazi Holocaust, and

Wh;nnpoupofns[mm
the S e Council of
America meet with Cardinal

- Glemp and American Cath-

olic cardinals and bishops to-
day in Washington, we feel we

will be acting'in the best -

Jemahmn:t.eruts bofm
vance that process

and transformation, and not
to torpedo it tluwgh nngqr
outbursta [J

oy Py

8 Gold Medals

Four J“sa;:n between
them eight medals at
the first modern Olympic
Games, held in Athens in
1896. were Hungarian
swimmer' Alfred Hajos-
Guttman, Austrian
swimmer Paul Neumann,
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Welss
Continued From Page 9

tact with the church. It
wasn't unti! five months after
the deadline had passed —
when it became clear that the
nuns had no intention of leav-
ing — that we raised a voice
of moral conscience at
Auschwitz,

Most important, you did
not in your letter, disassociate
yourself from your vicious
anti-Semitic homily. It is not

to say that you are
not anti-Semitic. Your
¢l that “the Jews” con-
trol p:glg!z mass media,
are res
communism,’ for “‘collabo-
rating” with the Nazis, for
“plying [Polish] peasants
with alcohol” and "‘provok-
ing" anti-Semitism in Poland
remain on the record. These
are the kinds of slurs that
have incited pogroms. A cate-
gorical rejection of these
cific accusations is in
No responsible Jewish or
Catholic leader should meet
with you until you recant
these statements.

Cardinal Glemp, why does
your letter to Archbishop
Maida deal only with our
coming to Auschwitz, and not
with the larger issue — your
inflammatory defamation of
the Jewish people? My at-
torney has written in his na-
tionally syndicated column
that your “limited retraction
was clearly in the nature of a
ples bargain. It was designed
to be the minimum necessary
to get us to drop our lawsu;t.
but it certainly c:.lhd not ml:fech
repentance on the part of a
sinner who was admitting his
sin with a repentant heart.”

I also note with deep cha-
gin that although the US

tholic Conference has
stated that “church leaders
have now agreed to move the
Carmelite convent,” you make
no such declaration in your
letter. Considering that the
convent has been refurbished,
a new wing has been built,
and a high official in the
Polish Catholic Church has
told me that the church has
made no commitment to
move the 24-foot cross adja-
cent to the convent, assuring
our community of your inten-
tions is crucial.

Please understand Cardinal
Glemp, there is great concern
in our community that the
church’s secret agenda is to
build convents, parishes,
churches and chapels at
death camps. With the camps
decaying, 200 years from now
all that will remain will be

Catholic houses of worship.
People will then assume that
the Holocaust was a uniquely
Catholic tragedy or, that the
Vatican was engaged in pro-
tecting Jews during the Holo-
caust. In fact, not only did
the Vatican fail to help Jews,
but after the war the Vatican
helped Nazis escape to South
America and gJsewhere. Holo-
caust revisionism is unac-
ceptable

As a rabbi, I seek good rela-
tlmﬁs d.gb t:!:dl;tll.ifrch but
witl ity respect.
Unless there is a clear dis-
assocation from the specific
contents of your homily, T will
be compelled by concern for
my people to ask mz}'h attorney
to serve you wi
while you are in the I;
States, and to orgaruze
pawetul protests during your

I aagerly look forward to
directly from you
with fervent prayer l.har.
these actions will be un
ncessary. []
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Rabbi A. James Rudin

Chairman

American Secretariat
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670

European Secretariat
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
(022) 34-13-25

Constituent Agencies
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, NY 10022-2746

(212) 751-4000

B’nai B'rith International
1640 Rhode Island Ave. N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
(202) 857-6600

The Israel Interfaith Association
PO.B. 7739

Jerusalem 91077, Israel
(02) 63-52-12

Synagogue Council of A
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10016
(212) 686-8670

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
{212) 755-5770
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Dr. Leon Feldman

Consultant

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

May 11, 1989

DEAR 1JCIC MEMBER:
You received an invitation and reminder for the reception

in honor of Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, on TUESDAY, MAY 16
from 4.00 to 5.36 p.m. in the offices of the Synagogue Council.

PLEASE NOTE:

PRIOR TO THE RECEPTION THERE WILL BE AN IMPORTANT MEETING
FOR UPDATE AND BRIEFING IN PREPARATION FOR OUR MEETING WITH
CARDINAL WILLEBRANDS - .

TUESDAY, MAY 16th, 1989 from 3.00-4.00 p.m, also in the offices
of the Synagogue Council.

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND,

Thank you for your cooperation.
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As Conference President, I strongly identify myself with both the spirit

z=r and the substance ¢of cux Pastoral. It is, T believe, part of an ixrreversinle "95
process oW wrderway within the Catholic Cturch in Poland, as elsewhere, to et

faca the past with hanesty for the sake of our common future ard to seek
%Efcgui;?d.raxmcxuatﬁxzwiﬂmthe:mmﬁaipaxﬂe in Poland ard. throughout
WUT.' " PO - . - .

As is well known, our nascent dialogue became most turbulent during the
recent controversy surrounding the convent adjacent to the Nazl camp
complex of Auschwitz-Birkenau. That controversy, dealing as it did
with sacred symbols and memories within both communities, triggered
deep emotiong and sensitivities on both sides. The hurts that resulted
on both sides need, today, to_be_ put behind us so that they may begin
to heal. To do this we need not“only apologies-=you have mine freely
if any of my own words have caused pain to any members of the Jewish
.—=faith, I hope that they find it in their hearts to foxgive in the same
manner that I forgive thoge who have used unjust words which pain me.
And as in the manner of recent efforts to arrive at a just resolution
of the convent issue. I pray that with regard to all issues affecting
our peoples, we will seek to act and speak constructively and with
mutual love, respect, and sensitivity -- but more importantly a renewed
commitment to the dialogue of understanding which makes healing

possible by identifying the sources of the pain both in history and - in
the present.

n A oy ‘that there still
At this point, it should ba clearly acknowledged i
exists:actallen;;forlxmh:nm-oaumrﬁ;ha;ﬁacqera:matha]xmgﬁﬂgqﬁango
. pisperceptions of the other which to this day still cloud o abilities
“understand fully and with sympathy the stnaaqantmav?thns\&uchtntuziie
an:resgxximezxsithxﬁsanire;pmmyz;tn eacn other’s gestures.

. —

7 - “ ' | E;E

. —— | —

For example, it has been brought to my-a?tention that the
rabbi who in 1989 demonstrated so vociferously on the
very grounds of the Convent at Auschwitz did not, in
fact, intend any harm, physical or otherw%sa, to the
cloistered nuns 1living there and now realize thaq it
would be unfair to suggest that his actions or intentions
were of a violent nature. I gladly accept this imporxtant
clarification in the spirit of reconciliation which
characterizes our dialogue today end I pray that we can
move beyond gquestioning of motives on either side to the
far more substantive issues that lie ahead for us as
Catholics and Jews approaching the third millennium of
our ancient relationship.

Pastoral Letter of the Polish Bishops so aptly
giafgg: "the most important way to overcome the
difficulties that still exist today is the establishment
of a dialogue which would lead to the elimination o{
distrust, prejudices and stereotypes, and to fmutua
acquaintance and understanding based upon respect for our
separate traditions" (Ibid.)

IZ2:Z21 NOW T&-6Z-7INr



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

Seymour D. Reich
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman August 12, 1991
Consultant
TOY ALL MEMBERS OF IJCIC

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT FROM: Seymour D. Reich, chairman
Leon A. Feldman

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016 -
Tel: (212) 686-8670 REMINDER-Important

: 73
P G20 99008 The next meeting of IJCIC will take place

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT on WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, at 10 a.m. in the
offices of the Synagogue Council of America.
ish Co )
 Bon Vet PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND.
1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22-734-13-25
Fax: (41) 227333985 The proposed agenda will include the continuation of the dis-

cussions pertaining to the scheduled visit to Cardinal Glemp
CONSTITUENT AGENCIES and related questions.

AR s S In addition: the scheduled meeting of Msgr. Damaskinos regarding

New York, m"f;tm (Jewish/Greek-Orthodox relations and proposed consultation to take

Tel: (212) 7514000 ace in Fenruary 1992, -- The preparatory meeting is scheduled for
Fax: (212) 751-4018 October 3, 1991)in Geneva,

B'nai Brrith/ The meeting in Poland for the implementation of the Prague Declatation
agamﬁmm as been suggested to be held on either @ctober 22-‘-23 or on(October
New York, NY 10017 ' 30--31, 1991. AYC - 23- Sc

Tel: (212) 490-2525 . . |
Fax: (212) 8670779 Similarly, we expect a reply fr@ﬁ)r a sj_mj,lu meeting as
The Bradlmhiﬁm vl -.. well as from Prague.

POB. 7739 T _ : o . .
Jmmlanm.oﬂ.!md h At the same time, a prel meeting, prior to the above, in Ceneva

Tel: (972) 2-63-52-12 ' with the participation of Fr. P,F. Fumagalli is also env:laa,ged
mladnmmm:-. The above meetings include a decision as to the compoe:ltion of :he
New York, NY 10016 IJCIc representation, t‘imees, and releted queetions.

Tel: (212) 686-8670 S
T G10) 60008 ﬂe thank you for your eontinued interest and look forward to greeting
World Jewish Congress you on the lﬁth _

501 Madison Avenue - : e I ae e . - —

New York, NY 10022 T =

Tel: (212) 755-5770

Fax: (212) 755-5883
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COMMISSION
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Poatifical Council for Promoting Christian Uniry

August 8, 1991
fax: 001 212 686 B673

Prot. N. J345/91/a

Rabbi Dr Leon A. Feldman
Consultant, 1JCIC

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Dear Rabbi Feldman, Shaloml

Concerning Poland, on July 29, the local Episcopal Commission
proposed two possible aates:hOctober quél (or October 22-23).

In Hungary, a substantial meeting with the Holy Father is
scheduled for %undax,--hugust--1a, at B8:30..p.m, in the Apostolic
Nunciature. Preoccupations expressed in some circles have no
foundation, and 1 hope that the answer to your letter will arrive

soon.

About Czechoslovakia, on August 7, Bishop Duprey wrote in a

similar way to the Auxiliary Bishop of Prague, the Most Reverend

Frantifek Lobkowicz.

The . publication -'of;-;"t'he--Pragua--gagers in French 1is now 'bei-ri;_:i::f e

prepared by Father Dupuy in Paris. But also en English edition should
be envisaged, and Dr Riegner is concerned about the transcription of
the registered talks: who has the registration? 1Is it already
re-written and available for the print?

I think that, iﬁ’Octobor, we should meet in Rome or in Genevd the
day before our trip to East Europe, as well as after its conclusion,

not only for the practical cooperation but also for ghe organization
of the 14th 1LC meeting in Baltimore, in May 1992. : 2

With best wishes and warmest regards,
Sincerely yours,

LD

Pier Francesco Fumagalli

Secretary
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(was vandalism of the worst kind,” 2a Jewish

L something unpleasant in the atmosphere.™

N Stanislaw Krajewski, a Polish Jewish leader

|
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POLISH JEWS, GOYERNMENT FIGURES,
UPSET BY DESECRATION OF CEMETERY
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, Aug. 7 (JTA) -- Polish state and
local leaders have come out strongly in support of
the country’s tiny Jewish community in the wake
of the desecration of Warsaw’s historic Jewish
cemetery last Friday night.

President Lech Walesa conveyed his sympathy
to the Jewish community in~a letter sent Tuecsday
to the cemetery director. And Arkadiusz Rybicki, |
head of Walesa's committce on PoliSh-JEWish rera-
tions, laid a wreath at the vandalism sne‘a‘ﬂd"ﬂp-
peared on Polish television condemning the action.

“He said that if this was just vandalism, it

source in Warsaw said in 2 telephone interview.
“He added that if it was politically moti-
vated vandalism, it was harmful to Poland,” said
the source, who requested anonymity.
Local political leaders in Warsaw also placed
wreaths and flowers at the site,
The vandalism was played up in the Polish
/\ media, which showed pictures of a smashed tomb-
stone and numerous anti-Semitic slogans scrawled
on graves. A monument to Jewish soldicrs was
also defaced.
“It scems to be part of a rising tide of
, “violence - not just anti-Scuutlc. but anti-Gypsy.
too," said the Jewish source in Warsaw. “There is

“Not long before the cemetery was vandal- |7
ized, a group of Skinheads _roughed up Warsaw
Rabbi Menachem Joskowicz,” the source: reported.

( “The elderly, white-bearded rabbi fortunately was
not seriously injured.”

" and Warsaw representative of the American Jewish
Congress, said of the cemetery desecration: “This
is a very bad kind of vandalism, It is of concern
to all Jews here, as Jewish cemeteries are such an
important part of the Jewish reality in Poland. I
am very glad of the clear official reaction, which
has been well publicized.”

“This is a correct change from the carher
official attitude,” he said, “which was to remain
silent in the face of such occurrences, reasoning

" that it would somehow be bad to speak of such |

things openly, that speaking about them would

play into the hands of anti-Semites.”
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The Glemp go-round

As cardinal’s visit nears, calls mount for apology for his slurs

By JONATHAN MARK

Poland’s Jozef Cardinal Glemp
must apologize explicitly for his
anti-Semitic remarks made two
years ago if he expects to meet with
Jewish religious and organizational
leaders during his planned visit to
the United States next month, many
leaders say. :

Auomey Alan Dershowitz, wh

is representing Rabbi Avi Weiss ina
We@s
emp that is scheduled to be heard
by Poland’s supreme court, said he
will immediately file a similar suit
against Glemp in this country if the
cardinal does not publicly apologize

to Weiss.

Glemp is planning to visit 14
American cities from Sept. 20
through Oct. 7. _ N

In 1989, Weiss and seven others

. attempted a sit-in at a historic Aus-
chwitz warehouse that had been
transformed into a Carmelite con-
vent. After the demonstrators were

ey forcibly removed, Glemp reportedly

said the convent’s nuns would have

‘ been murdered by Weiss™ group
were it not for the intervention of

‘ Polish workers, .~ = -~
Glemp added that Jews *’got peas-

Later, inan Aug. 26, 1939izotﬁﬂyw

and “controlled the media.” ¢

According to Dershowitz, the
sides worked out an out-of-court
‘settlement in 1989 in which Glemp
mm-
dinal reneged after meeting with

Henry Siegman, executive director-

Debra Nussbaum Cohen of the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency contrib-
uted 1o this report.

of the American Jewish Congress, to the same bet din as Dershowitz «
and with Robert Lifton, the they could settle matters.
AJCongress president. Many observers expresse.
Siegman announced recently that amazement that the AJCongres:
the AJCongress intendedtoconvene  long known as a secular, non-dc
an Orthodox bet din, or rabbinical , nominational group, would seek re
court, to rule on Siegman’s claim [ dress in an Orthodox rabbinica
that “Chutzpah,” Dershowitz’ best- \ court. Former New York Mayor Ec
seller, makes “defamatory” and “li- ward Koch was the bluntest critic
belous' allegations about ‘the writing in his New York Post col-
AJCongress’ involvement in the umn that Siegman asking for a b-
convent-Glemp affair. din is like “Dracula asking for tl.
Siegman said Dershowitz wrotel cross.” Koch added that Siegma:

was an exemplar of “Jewish guilt, "
I\ defender of everyone except Jew:

Dershowitz said he | suchas Wess s advocateof “Up

will file & Suit against | whois far rmoved from “the waslc
‘. H of the tallis.”

Glemp inthe U.S. if (*ger™ ke to reminding

the cardinal doesn’t people tha he i an ondained rabb
s : ? esivia Torah ;an On
pUb”C,y aPOIog’z-e‘- - thodox institution. He has notbeen -
I /practicing rabbi and has been ver
. % . | private about his religious affilia-
that Wg%h; tions.: His ordination has rarely bee:
self- " particularly in their pubh 2 el
dealings with Glemp. B A -
. Weiss said: “Thave the frontpage . Sicgmansaid, **Isuspect that Iarr
of the Solidarity newspaper in C10ser to [what he] oddly callsth
which Siegman called me destruc- . World of the wllis’ than Ed Koc:
tive and irresponsible. Nowhere could hopetobe.” - "
iticize Glemp. [When - Siegman, a Holocaust survivor

iegman] says that on the front page~ Who came to the ULS. in 1942, wrote
of a Polish p):pﬂ'-. there’s no reason  P2ck to Koch that “Thave no reasor.
or Gl r is statement. 1O have Jewish guilt. But I do have

m convinced that if my case contempt for those Jews whe
gainst Glemp ever goes to trial, viewed the Holocaust from a dis-

- Glemp will subpoena Siegman.” tance and now, wrapping them-
— bp:e T~ selves in the mantle of other peo-

Weiss said he wants to debate | Ple’s suffering, have the effrontery

Siegman so he can refute Siegman's to make baseless charges.” :
e Dershowitz has said that he

Siegman told The Jewish Week Would be *‘delighted™ to mee:
that he would not be willing to de-  Siegman in a rabbinical court or any

bate Weiss or otherwise be part of other court. Siegman said that he
Weiss?/“entertainment pro »_sent gl'l invitaton to Dershowitz to
Siegman come - (Continued on Page 25)
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Gl em insinuations .. - ll resonate clussical ing with Wende in which the senator * that [Glemp} wants to issue a state- Dershowitz prepare for their bet din
p anti-Semitism." said that “as a result of the meeting /ment, wants to create a new chapter showdown, Dershowitz told the
(Continued from Page 3) Siegman said he knew before he yesterday between the American | in Catholic-Jewish relations,” said Jewish Week that he has received

but that Dershowitz has yet to re- Weiss W;as in the works, but lha-t it Glemp. Cardinal Glemp will I'Iut ternational Jewish Committee on’ Wiesel, Yeshiva University Presi-
spond. was ‘“‘pointless” to enter a meeting| sign any retraction.’ Interreligious Consultations, or| dent Norman Lamm and IJCI(_:‘s
Dershowitz told The Jewish with the cardinal only to *hit him But now, almost two years later, -1JCIC, the Jewish body recognized | Reich, who is also a former chair-
Week he doubted that Siegman will 2V the head for his anti-Semi- negotiations about Glemp's apology "by the Vatican as the vehicle for dia- | “man of the Cont:cmnce of Presidents
actually convene a bet din. “It's a tism,"” o have reopened " logue with the church, of Major American Jewish Organi-
total phony,” he said. Nevertheless, Den.ho?.mz said :h_at itisproba-  Heis *‘aman of good will and has Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, a for. zations,
Dershowitz is proceeding as if the DIy true” that Siegman gave indicated a willingness to meet with /mer chairman of IJCIC, said there ~_ Support has even come from un-
case will indeed be judged, saying Glemp's O_fﬁ'-‘e = not Filemp — @ Jewish groups,” said Dr. Eugene/ was every indication that Glemp named leaders ‘of the AJ('_"‘ongrefs
that he has obtained affidavits from  S°PY of Siegman's anicle. “B.l..ll I Fisher, director of Catholic-Jewish| was prepared to make a‘statemént Who are ' ou!raged. said
" witnesses, documentation and 90 tbelieve Glempeversawit," he relations for the National Confer-| that would be welcomed by Ameri-  Pershowitz, “at Siegman's grasp-
“overwhelming evidence” about said. Dershowitz suggested that the ence of Catholic Blshops in Wash-| can and Polish Jewry and his visit /ing atstraws and destroying his own
Sicgman's meeting with Glemp that article was dropped Offjw Ly give ington. should be anticipated in that light, [ organization f?r his own self-ag-
will *blow the American Jewish &T\g':‘g anld ‘}"?:é' M id *“We will be communicating to. - There have been indications that Emndi”'m“"
Congress case out of the water.” ah i ?d' . ﬁ ?rney s:n ' people in the Polish [Catholic] hier- Glemp has changed his attitude to-  As for the bet din, Siegman de-
Siegman has stated that before he [ WSt C'PW"’ 8¢ archy what we heard” from Jewish ward Jews since the uproar over his ~ clared that he wanted a court com-
met with Glemp — a session held at | MecHN& With the cardinal, communal leaders, said Fisher. [1989remarks.Forexample,hegave prised of three Orthodox rabbis, one
the urging, he said, of the Israeli rep- Siegman’s claims to be substanti- *That will include discussion of the | his imprimatur to a pastoral letteron  chosen by the plaintiff, one by the
resentative to Poland and Polish ated in his account by Polish Sen.  Avi Weiss'dispute, confirmation by [ Jews and Judaism that condemned defendant and a third selected by the
Jewish leaders — he pave the cardi- —Edward Wende, a close associate of Glemp of plans to relocate nuns [in | anti-Semitism, which wasreadinall first two. The count, said Siegman,

nal an article that Siegman wrote in  Glemp. However, Dershowitz told the Carmelite convent at Auschwitz] | ‘of Poland’s Catholic churchcs in - will “play the role of a regular court
an American Jewish newspaper in  The Jewish Week that he has the — all of the points raised."” January. asking questions, calling witnesses

which he said “Glemp's outrageous ~ contemporancous notes of a meet-  We've *‘gotien the impression \ Meanwhile, as Siegman and requesting information.”

work out the terms for the arbitration M€t With Glemp that an apology to Cewush Congress and Cardinal \ Seymour Reich, chairman of the In- | support from Nobel laureate Elie

~
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Continued from Page 1
said Tuesday.

In the Czestochowa sermon, Car-
dinal Glemp criticized Rabbi
Weiss for climbing a fence at the
Carmelite convent. “In fact, it did '
not happen that the sisters were
L killed or the convent destroyed,
because they were apprehended.
But do not call the attackers
heroes,” thre—primate told the
assembled Poles. A few days later,.
Cardinal Glemp, the archbishop of
Gniezo and Warsaw, remarked
that a 1987 agreement signed by
Jewish and Catholic officials to re-
Tlocate the convent was “offensive.”
The cardinalsaid, "It's a scandal to |
expel the nuns.” i

“The Teeling was that passions
would cool, but Jews remember,
and two years is not so long ago,”
Mr. Dershowitz, who agreed to rep-
resent Rabbi Weiss in a defama-
tion action against the cardinal,
told the Forward.

Leaders of the Jewish religious
and organizational community
agree that the cardinal will have to
T issue a public apology for his re-
marks if he wants to meet with
them in America. The cardinal’s
statement might address Polish
anti-Semitism, reaffirm the agree-
ment to relocate the convent, and
"acknowledge that Rabbi Weiss
did not int=nd to come to the con-
L | vent to attack the nuns,” Mr. Reich
told the Forward. |

The leader of the convent
announced recently that the nuns
would move by the end of 1992,

“Hearing those things first-hand
would certainly be useful and
would help undo the perception
that American Jews have of Car-
dinal Glemp's attitude toward
Jews,” he said.

Mr. Reich said that he believed
American Catholics were urging
Cardinal Glemp to issue a public
statement, but he “didn’t want to
characterize” what form the state-
ment might take. Catholic and
Jewish leaders, who have been dis-
cussing the cardinal’s visit, are “on
the same wavelength,” he said, not-

i

Glemp M;y Face a Suit:

ing that Catholic leaders "had

- B

undertaken discussions with
Glemp before they talked to us.
They don’t want his trip to be a ;|
fiasco.”
Eugene Fisher, director of :
Catholic-Jewish relations of the’; '
National Conference of Catholic (.
Bishops, said his organization was i .
“preparing some background;
erial” for the cardinal, but he i

materi :
declined to speculate on whether ;,:
and how the primate might issuea ;:}'
statement. wgaf
“The Catholic clergy here under_-,r.L“
stands very well our views. The

Catholic laity may not,” said Phil 15
Baum, associate executive director 3

" of the American Jewish Congress. | '

~

"Our quarrel is not with the
clergy; it's with Glemp. Our q'unr-?{-t
rel is not with Polish Americans or ;. -
with Poles; it's with Glemp. . . .I¢is 1
not the Church that said thes&.
things. It is Glemp, and he is rei*{ :\
sponsible for their retraction,” Mr. %%
Baum said. ' S t:
Were the cardinal to make i
amends, he could begin to influ-
ence Catholic-Jewish relations:
positively, said Rabbi James:
Rudin, director of int igious
affairs for the American Jewish ;
Committee. “The church in Poland’ "
played a major role in organizing K3:
opposition to communism. Now ity
that communism is gone, it's i
cumbent upon church officials to” .=
implement post-Vatican IL§
teachings about anti-Semitism and §
Jews, and teachings about the:
Shoah in church schools in’s
Poland,” he said. L
Rabbi Rudin noted tha
although Cardinal Glemp has not:
retracted his now-infamous homi- 3-3:
1y, the primate did sign the Polish -
Bishop's Pastoral Letter — which’
states that Polish Catholics “must:§
ask for forgiveness of our Jewish
brothers and sisters” for anti-# %>
Semitic acts that "were committed .§::=.
at any time by any one on Polish §=z
soil" — read in Catholic churches- §:1=::
in Poland on Jan. 20, 1991. Cardin- £
al Glemp's signature on the docu-§
ment is significant since the pas-3
toral letter “repudiates all forms of ¥
anti-Semitism, the rabbi said.

-

It -




Glemp Is Facing a Lzbel Action

- By NATASHA SINGER
FORWARD STAFF

“NEW YORK — The Catholic pri- |

.mate of Poland will be served with

~——court papers for defamation as

soon as he lands in America in
September — unless the cardinal
retracts statements he made accus-
ing an American rabbi of going to
PolandtolnllnumataCarm te
convent at Auschwitz.
-. That is the vow of Alan Dersho-
witz, the Harvard law professor,
who says Josef Cardinal Glemp
libeled his client, Rabbi Avi Weiss
of Riverdale, in a sermon the car-
dinal delivered to 150.000 Poles in
August 1989,
“During the homily, Cardinal

Glemp accused Jews of fomentin
anti-Polish feeling, spreadi _com
and controlling the press

$% called a “moder S

ed a "modern-day version
of the blood libel,” Cardinal Glemp
also accused Rabbi Weiss — who
had staged a protest to try to speed
the relocation of the Auschwitz
convent — of intent to murder the
nuns praying there.

The threat to serve papers on
Cardinal Glemp sets the stage fora
potentially dramatic confrontation
as the cardinal commences a pas-
toral visit to Polish-American com-
munities in 14 cities’across Amer-
ica. Tensio strained over
the slow progress on the removal of

the Auschwitz convent to another
location — not only between
‘Catholics and Jews but also among
some Catholics. Cardinal Glemp
was scheduled to visit here two
years ago but, accnrdiofg to
Seymour Reich, chairman of the
International Jewish Committee
on Interreligious Consultations,.
canceled the trip “at the urging of
American cardinals who were
outraged” at his homily at Czes-
tochowa, where he made the
allegedly libelous remarks.

The standing of American car-

they received an unrepentant anti-
Semite and a liar,” Mr. owitz

dinals would be “"compromised if\
—— Please turn to Page 14 )
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. ‘W Union of American Hebrew Congregations
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13 ie Prima
UAHC JOINSIN URGING CARDINAL GLEMP TO APOLOGIZE
FOR HIS ANTI-SEMITIC STATEMENTS BUT WARNS AGAINST
"DEMAGOGUING' THE ISSUE INTO A CATHOLIC-JEWISH CONFRONTATION

As Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp prepases to fly o the United States for a tour of 14

American cities beginning September 20, the Union of American Hebréw Congregations this week -
d joined in the consensus among Jewish communal Jeaders that the Polish Primare apologize for
"offensive smrements he has made defaming and degrading Jews and Judaism.”

But the Reform Jewish group also expressed concem that the Glemp episode "not be
exacerbated and demagogued intw a major Catholic-Jewish confrontation.” Efforts to swengthen
Catholic-Jewish relations "should be intensified by Jews no less than by Catholics,” said Albert
Vorspan, senior vice president, and Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, director of interreligious
affairs, of the UAHC, in 2 joint statement.

The full text of the starement follows:

"We join our fellow-members of the International Jewish Commmittee on Interreligious
Consultations (UCIC) mdﬁzSymgogchamﬂofAmmcammcwmmvicwmt.hﬁm

. coming to the United States, Cardinal Glerop, the Catholic Primate of Poland, should__a_.pologzgfu =
-~ the offensive statements he has made defaming and degrading Jows and Judalsm, e b
28 ( "~ "We would also observe thag neither Rabbi Avi Weiss nm'hsamq,mmnmhm R et

ga— Mmm“ﬁ

' who have threatened to suc Cardinal Glemp on his amrivel here, represents the American Jewish |
corfimuniry. tha-ofrhmspeahamforusounymamadkmhmphanyw_y
mmnmmmemmummmdmmmmé&f
Catholic-Jewish confrontation, We welcomed the Polish Bishops' pastoral letter conderaning anti-
Semitism, which was read in every Catholic Church in Poland in Jamsary. Andwemsaﬂsﬂed
with recent progress in the relationship of Catholics and Jews in Poland.
memmmwamammm&mmwmam
: bishops in Poland and many other important Catholic spokesmen here and abroad have strongly
denounced anti-Semitism, They gre striving to further the historic improvements that have already
“These efforts should be intensified by Jews no less than by Catholics.” P 2
814591 X X X .
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Post-It™ brand fax transmitt
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By LISA DiCERTO

ome Jews plan to protest the planmed Septem-

ber visit to New York of Polish Cardinal Jozef

Glemp, while others see the visit as an opporto-

nity for dialogue with the Charch leader who has
been accused of anti-Semiticm.

hm(hrdnnl(ﬂmpdmunumdw:nm

Protests s Planned

Jews express different views on Polish cardinal’s visit

'k_

sk
>y : |
m‘éﬁé-%'?J

if Aapology. \
ButRabinJamesBudmol‘theAmencanJewmh

Committee sees the situation in a more positive
Yight, calling it & “golden opportumity.” -

“I((.‘anlmalGlempcomestothe_U.S."hemld
Catholic New York, “this will provide an Impor-
tantmtorAmmcanJewishleedelshlpto
engage- with the . cardinal in mzemve
conversation. ™

,~ “Recently a sqguad of seven Jews from New
Yorklam:hedauaehsmthem"hesaﬁ. :
“It did not happen that the sisters were killed or-
the convent destroyed becanse they were appre-
bended.” He went an to say that Jews should not
use the “power”™ of the media that is “easily at

your disposal in so many coondries™ to denounce
sznﬁ"qtamdﬂatanmtn
rexnove the convent be repegotiated. .

At the time Cardmal O"Commnor smd be was
“shocked™ by the staternents which be called
_“unfortunate ~ He also saad that the method the
protesters chose was unforiumate. .

Several weeks after making the conuments Car-
~ convent should be moved from the death camp.
The Vatican offered financial support for the
- building of a new interfaith prayer center and a
Mnm.htnutmthemtfﬂ:m(‘:m-
struction is presently proceeding as plarmed.

Sccoe Xewish leaders in New York demnand that
Cardinal Glemp apologize for his 1989 statemenis -
when be visite Rahbi Avrahom Weiss, the orga-
nizer of the seven protesters, said he will contirme

——--————...___\‘

. e understood that the i
meanttoh‘ﬂosrharmtbe(‘hrmeﬂtemms.m

" and other issuesof Jewish-Catholic' relations

) Mnammmnsaid,he(hsamed“inam

(

- amother,” he told CNY. “And when one perceives .

1

ablnltn:ﬁnwuuldhrmgup ‘tbreema:orcun-
cerns” with the Polish primate. He said be
wan!sihecardmalto

e creatid B0 years 2gs
mm%a&o |

when he gave that serm

ous and systematic way.

Eungene Fisher, Mof(hthnﬁoJewmhrela-
tions for the National Conference of Catbolic Bish- -
ops, is planning en soch a meeting in Washington,’
D.C. “There’s always an opportunity for dialogue
and pgreater understanding,”” be told CNY. “We're -
wnrkmgnnsdnnguparmpmsibleformtoms-
cuss these j[ssoes.”™”

Bxuhuwmmml[artyn. S.A., director of the
cmmﬂmmemnmcalandmturebglmaf-
fairs for the archdiocese, agreed. “Dialogue
mezns that we are open and listen to one

a mistake on the other’s part, it should be brought .
up in a clear and distinet manmer, but alwayswith | 1.
m-p-iu-n




NOTE FOR THE FILE

Meeting with Mgr. Damaskinos, Geneva, 25 June 1991

1. Mgr. Damaskinos and his assistant F. Basil visited Dr. Riegner
and me at this office as a follow-up of our mecting of 25 march 1991.

The encounter was very cordial and friendly.

2. He informed us that he had been in touch with Qrchbishap Kirig,)
who has agreed to another Jewish-Greek Orthodox comsultation to be held

within the next few months.

3. For several reasons, inclpding budgetary, they would prefer that
consultation to take place 1d§?e§;garg 1 Jt would be held within
the same framework as the preceding IJCIC/Greek-Orthodox consultations,

with an invitation to the ICCJ to send a small delegation.

v -
4. The topic suggested remains("Continuity and Renewal'’ which would
allow to compare our views on mutual relations in the light of the

developments during the last generation of the approaches ts Jews and
Judaism by other Christian churches.

\
5. A small preparatory group will meet in Geneva on(éiactuber 1991)to
discuss the agenda of the consultation and the list of participants.

6. Ve also had a substantive exchange of views on the bhasic preconditions
for dlalogue as well as on the recent trends within the World Council of
Churches, including the Canberra Assembly. Mgr. Damaskinos was very
critical of the WCC attitudes in many respects, notably political. We
Informed him about our difficulcies with the WCC.

' 25.6.1991
Jean Halpérin
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Mr. Abraham H. Foxman
Maiions] Direcior
Anti-Defamation League

823 United Naiions Plaza
New York, Mew York 10017

Dear Mr. Foxman,

Thank you for sending me a copy of your October 2 letter to Cardinal O'Connor, in
which you express candidly concerits which clearly were (roubling to you in connection with
the visit of Cardinal Glemp.

As | revicwed the events of racent manths, 1 fear that the concerns which you have
stated may have clouded an undersianding of a process which unfolded with a number of
very positive esults. In a telephone conversation with Rabbi Leon Klenicki on that same
datc, October 2, 1 inveked the spirit of cur past cellaboration to express to him concerns on
our side which seemed not 10 have been noted.

Now, on reading reports following the meeting in Cardinal O’Connor’s residence, |
must confess great disappointment at quotations attribuicd to a representative of the Anti-
Befamation Teaguc.

The contention that Cardinal Glemp has not published in Poland what has been made
public here is so seriously at vanance with readily available fucts that 1 wonder what is
happening within the organization of the Anti-Defamation League.

As youmust know, and the American Jewish Committee has verified it independently,
the entire letter which Cardinal Gleinp sent to Arehbishop Maida, relcased on August 23,
was also released in iis totaiity in the Polish original in Warsaw on that date and reported
upen by the press in Poland. This same information was provided hy Father Kenneth Doyle,
of the National Conierence of Catholic Bishops, to the press on August 23, and published
in The New York Times the next day.

In addition, at our press conference in Washington on Friday, September 20, the
Polish press was very well represented, and several reporters filed stories to Poland. Nething

said themn was "off the recard” as far as Poland was con werned, and the Cardinal himseif

aoted this in response to 2 question.
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LY A i _ Tein iy W”'“".-:'.t?ﬁ,d;‘. Sepiemier 26, you unJld Eavo neard
'-J\ ¥ N 3 A - s ST . -
mald ina f sleny 3 Cor €t R 'aa".z’e a7 t.':e'f':l‘b madiz te renort s statert2ni 0 the

--'-rm s ir P ard *-*n(*'.*wrm‘. t-2 ztiank on the gynagogue and ta: ia‘uiv o an elderly (ewish
*c‘w dans eariiey -tnr.ride be was u nauarc ihat some Jowish icaders her> were
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Cardinal’s ‘Regrets’
Satisfies Jews

Ina “frank’ meeting in Washington,

-
—

MES

Poland’s Catholic primate expiained his

anti-Semitic remarks.

ARTHUR J. MAGIDA
Szrzior Wiz

.

“Y ewish ieaders who met
o [ last Froday in Wash-

e ington witk Poland's
Cardinzl Jozel Glemp were

generslly satisfied that he k %L

had suffcently distznced
nimself Trom the infiam-

maztory, highly acti-Semitic ~— {11 6

remarks he had made two 4
'ears ago.
Antgicipating eriticism
from: Jewish groups thet had
refnsed to meet with the /-

czzxdinzl, the 12 lezders szid ‘*7

these groups had besn seek- b4

ing too literel an zpology :

from the cardinal. M‘*‘
‘*Cardinezl: never

apologize, not to Cetholics
2nd certainly not te us,”’ . i
said -Msaxk Tznz2pbaum, a L

veteran of Catholic-Jewisn 1. A
relations and & representa . ~
‘\-/ -

tive of the Synagogue Coun-
dl of America at the meeting </___--u
with the Polish primate. \‘Q— t
The cardinal, said M.
Tanenbzanm, “‘knows he
mace 2 grievous error’’ and =
the Pole’s expressions of ( bl
“regrzt’’ last week were ““his -
way of seying ir.”
“The statement moicafes
he was o eror,” said Rabbi ’

Mordechal Wazman o g //f

Groat Neck, N.Y. "“Thas In-

dicates ar zpology.” L/
Rabbi Wasinen was also 2 &

memper of the Synagegre \

= g I J
- Coundl's delegaiion . & i
But Jerome Chanes, co-

directar for domesdc con- \
cerns of the National Jswish \
Commumicy Relatons Advi- \
sory Coundl, said, “In terms 3
of substance, there were \
some serious guestions that
are as yet unresolved "

Precipitating the two-hour
meefing was a church homi-




[end]
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‘Opportunity for Dialogue’

Poland’s Cardinal Glemp pledges action to improve relations with Jews

By MARY ANN POUST

C ardinal Jozef Glemp, Archbishop of Warsaw
and primate of Poland, ended an 18-day visit
to the United States Sunday in New York, where
he concelebrated Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
reviewed the Pulaski Day Parade and, at a meet-
ing with Jewish leaders, pledged to initiate efforts
in his country to improve Polish-Jewish relations.

Cardinal 0'Connor, who was host to the meeting
at his residence, promised the help of the archdio-
cese to the interfaith effort, and agreed to join
American Jewish leaders on a trip to Warsaw in
February for the start of a formal Catholic-
Jewish dialogue.

Cardinal Glemp, who has been accused of mak-
ing anti-Semitic remarks in Poland and who was
the target of a noisy demonstration in New York,
also promised to invite Jewish scholars to teach in
Polish Catholic universities and said he would
work to overcome stereotypes of Jews, Catholics
and Poles.

Cardinal O’Connor, in his homily at the 10:15
a.m. Mass Oct. 6, Respect Life Sunday, noted the
day was also the eighth anniversary of the death
of his predecessor as Archbishop of New York,
Cardinal Terence Cooke, who was known for his
devotion to pro-life issues.

“We have this Respect Life Sunday to remind
ourselves” of the sacredness of human life, the
cardinal said, ‘‘not to indict, not to damn, not to
condemn’’ anyone who has had an abortion.

He repeated a promise he first made in 1985 to
provide free health care, counseling and other
services to any woman of any faith who is trou-
bled by a pregnancy but wants to have the baby.

Cardinal OQ'Connor also praised Cardinal
Glemp's pro-life efforts, as well as his recent at-
tempts at copciliation with the Jewish
community.

“By many gestures, by many visits, by many
homilies, by his obvious attitude here in the
United States, by his meetings here with our Jew-
ish brothers and sisters, the cardinal has made
very clear his deep regret for any pain he may
have caused by misunderstandings—whether his
own misunderstandings or those of others,” Car-
dinal 0’Connor said.

“I am deeply indebted to my Jewish brothers
and sisters...who have done everything they con-
ceivably could to make Cardinal Glemp's visit an
opportunity for reconciliation, for dialogue.”

eanwhile, while Cardinal Glermnp met with

Jewish leaders after Mass, some 200 demon-
strators across Madison Avenue from Cardinal
0’Connor’s residence accused the Polish arch-
bishop of anti-Semitism and demanded he apolo-
gize for his controversial remarks, including a
1989 homily that mentioned Jewish control of
world media.

He has also been criticized for saying Jews
spread aleoholism in Poland, and suggesting that
Jews protesting the establishment of a convent
near the Auschwitz death camp might have killed
the nuns had they not been stopped.

Cardinal Glemp has said several times he rec-
ognizes his remarks may have caused pain, and
expressed regret.

The 10 representatives of Jewish organizations
who met for an hour with Cardinal Glemp Oct. 6
said later he appeared sincere in wanting better
relations.

“He seemed anxious for further dialogue with
the Jewish community and anxious to improve his
understanding of the Jewish people,’’ said Rabbi
David Lincoln of the Park Avenue Synagogue,

CNY/Chris Sherican

O'Connor is host to meeting of Cardinal Glemp and

New York Jewish leaders. From left are Rabbi Ronald Sobel of Temple Emmanuel
in Manhattan; Rabbi James Rudin, director of interreligious affairs for the American

Jewish Committee (AJC); Cardinal Glemp; Msgr. Joseph
former international director of interreligious

tor; and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
affairs for the AJC.

Manhattan.

Rabbi A. James Rudin, director of interreli-
gious affairs of the American Jewish Committee,
said, however, that the success of that meeting
and others Cardinal Glemp has had with Jewish
leaders can only be judged by the follow up.

““The promises were excellent, and went beyond
anything we expected. But the proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating—one can only judge this by
what comes out,’’ he said.

Cardinal Glemp issued a statement after the
meeting, saying he was grateful for the opportu-
nity to discuss '‘matters of mutual interest’ with
American Jewish leaders in Washington, New
York and other cities on his 14-city trip to visit
Polish-American commumnities.

'*As I return to Poland, I look forward to contin-
ued cooperation of all parties in these vital discus-
sions, particularly in our efforts in Warsaw next
year,” he said.

The Jewish leaders also issued a statement wel-
coming Cardinal O'Connor’s initiative in arrang-
ing the meeting, and acknowledging “the views
expressed by Cardinal Glemp at the Washington
meeting Sept. 20 in which he expressed regret
over the stereotypic statements based on misin-
formation about Jews in Poland, and pledged to
lead the Polish Catholic Church in a comprehen-
gv;:drfon to combat anti-Semitism throughout

() "l

fter the meeting, Cardinal Glemp joined Car-

dinal O’'Connor on the steps of the cathedral
under fluttering Polish and American flags to
watch thousands of marchers—many in Polish
folk dress—in the city's annual Pulaski Day Pa-
rade honoring the Polish American Revolutionary
War hero.

In the pulpit at the cathedral at the close of the
10:15 a.m. Mass, Cardinal Glemp briefly ad-
dressed the standing-room-only congregation in
Polish, followed by an English translation.

After a standing ovation, he said, ““Today, as we
celebrate General Pulaski Day, we can rightfully
recall so many sons of Mother Poland that
through the ages have given their lives, their
work, to the faith and to freedom...Be happy, O
Mother Poland, that you have so many children
who are such great people not only in Poland but
here in the United States and afar throughout the

A, Marj transla-

world.”

Leading the protest against Cardinal Glemp
were supporters of Rabbi Avraham Weiss of the
Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, who led the dem-
onstration near Auschwitz and who recently sued
Cardinal Glemp for defamation.

The demonstrators insisted that they, a.nd not
the Jewish representatives who met with the car-
dinal, were true spokesmen for the Jewish
community.

Some of the protesters held signs saying things
such as, *"Cardinal Glemp It's 1991—Not the Mid-
dle Ages.”” One even had a cross and a swastika,
saying, “Cardinal Glemp, Don't Hide Behind
Your Cross.”

Rabbi Weiss, saying “I have deep love for peo-
ple of all faiths,” insisted his demonstrators were
protesting only Cardinal Glemp snd not all
Catholics.

He said that in suing the cardinal for $50,000 he
was not interested in money and would donate it
to charity if he wins. “My interest is in Jewish
dignity and in Jewish self-respect,’” he said.

Across the street a smaller group of counter-
demonstrators from the New Jersey chapter of
the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights
accused the Jewish group of Catholic bashing.

“This is a demonstration against the Catholic
Church,” said Joseph D’Alessio, president of the
chapter.

Cardinal Glemp was attacked Oct. 7 outside
Cardinal O’Connor’s Manhattan residence. The
early-morning attack was not intended for Cardi-
nal O'Connor, a police spokesman told Catholic
New York.

A man "tried to dive right into the back seat" of
Cardinal Glemp's car and started cursing him,
according to the cardinal’s driver, William Dono-
wvan, 28.

The New York Post reported a police spokes-
man as saying that the man and his companion, a
woman, were actually looking for Cardinal
O’'Connor. But Officer Scott Bloch told CNY that
this was not the case. Initially, police believed the
car belonged to Cardinal O’Connor, the spokes-
man explained.

The perpetrator escaped police. However, Le-
nore Kalom, 43, of Parma, Ohio, was arrested in
connection with the attack. She was charged with
second-degree assault and governmental
obstruction.






