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January 2, 1974

Mr. Boyd Reese
POST-AMERICAN

Box 132

Deerfield, I1¥. 60015

Dear Mr. Reese:

I am sorry to be so late in responding to your recent
letter, &

I am not aware of the speech by Billy Graham involving
the POWs but I would suggest that you write to Mr. Donald
Bafley at the Billy Graham Evangelistic Team Office at

P 0 Box 20809, Atlanta, Ga. 30320 for the document.

I was most interested in vour project on civil re11g16n
and when your materifal 1s published, 1 hope you will send
me a copy.

Cordially,

Gerald Strober
GS:as



January 3, 1974

Mr. Donald F. Bailey

Bi1ly Graham Evangelistic Assocfation Team Office
P 0 Box 20809

Atlanta, 6a. 30320

Dear Don:

I very much appreciate your forwarding me Dr. Graham's
White House message.

Is there a transcript avaflable of Dr. Graham's New Year's
Eve television talk? 1If so, I would 1i{ke receiving a copy.

I hope that when you are next in New York, you will be able
to stop by for lunch and conversation. For now, please be
assured of my warmest best wishes forthe New Year.

Cordfally,

Gerald Strober
GS:as
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Batile Agatnst E@@@S@ﬂyf‘fazﬁmg Continues
A s Anti-Missionary Group Goes on Radio

The problem of proselytization plaguing Jews for centuries has taken on a new twist.
Today, there are Jews who are trying to convert other Jews to the “Hebrew Christian”
or ““Messianic Movement,’' a so-called fifth branch of Judaism. Until recently, there has
been little done by the Jewish community to counteract the conversion campaigns.

The threat to the Jewiéh com-

munily was recognized by Rabbi.

Simeha Freedman, of
Congregation Adath Zion, and
Aharon - Lustiger, a junior
¢ngineering student at Drexel
University, who decided that
“'monies raised for other projects
could help provide answers for
confused Jewish young people and
lo counleract the missionary
movement."'

What came out of their efforts is
the **‘Rak Ehad’™ program, an anti-
missionary movement,. that
operales a lelephone answering
service, a Sabbath program, a

Apparently this ismue
is still alive.

Roger ‘Meltzer

i missionaries. Lusnger

lecture bureau and a counseling
service. *

Rak Ehad, which means “only
one,” can be reached by dialing
RA5-3423. The telephone number
and the name correspond.- .

According to Lustiger, their
biggest problem is publicity — they
can't seem to reach.enough people.
Along with the telephone an-
swering service, they advertise in
college newspapers, secular
newspapers and with radio spots.
During the week of Dec. 15, their

message was heard -on . Radio

Station KYW's public service
program.

Approximately 700 calls have
been received to date, with many
of the calls coming from
whose
voice is recorded for the purpose,
changes the message every two
weeks, .

Rabbi Freedman stated that *‘lo
build up an immunity against the
movement, we must have a vac-
cination." He referred to education
as a ‘‘vaccination."”

‘““We - must intensify our
cducational procisses  lo coun-
teract. We have lo explain what
our religion is all about. The study

©of Jesus in Hebrew schools as a

part of a period of history is not

- really carried out. The difference
_between Christianity and Judaism
is not really explained. The

relationship belween Jesus “and
Jews is not studied in an historical
approach.”

Rabbi Freedman has collected
all types of missionary literature,
including pamphlets, books and
single sheet handouts — all of
which are free. e reported Lhat
the missionaries have used mass
communications as a tool in Lheir
public relations campaign,

To be in the movement, he said,
you musl be Jewish, “for’ Jesus
and 1o be truly- Jewish, you must
accepl Jesus in your heart. “They
have a personal relationship with
God through the Messiah,"”
Lustiger added.

‘““Jesus has no place in
Judaism,” Rabbi Freedman
staled. “"What he did and preached
— his words and actions were
distorted by Paul. Ilis promiscs
were not carried out. The return of
Jews to the homeland with
recognition and peace in the world

"has not come (rue. The conceplt of

the messiah coming and coming
again cannol be accepled, They
are forced to accept it beeanse
Jesus did not accomplish what he
was supposed Lo. Jews believe that
the mcssiah will do it right the first
time.'

The Rak Ehad progr.im 's
biggest adversaries arc Lhe First
Hebrew Christian Congregation at
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1907 Chestnut st. and Beth Sar

Sholom Fellowship of Christian
Jews at 7206 Castor ave. Both are
listed in the phone book under
*Churches, Jewish-Christian."

An affiliate, the Hcbrew
Christian Alliance, held a “‘Jewish

. Youth Night'" at the Burholme
. Baptist Church

in Northeast
PPhiladelphia in the beginning of
July (see Jewish Times issue of

July 12). Young Jews are inviled to

hear the missionaries al these
events for purposes of persuading
them to the movement. At this
particular event, Rabbi Freedman
and Lustiger were rebuffed when
they tried to speak after the per-
formance of a singer. '
According to Rabbi Freedman,
‘the event was lermed a ‘“‘Jewish
Youth Night" and that he, the
rabbi, was Jewish ; and that he had
been informed before he would be
permitled to speak. *‘I was not
allowed to speak because they
were not prepared for a con-
frontation,” Rabbi Freedman said.

He added that the missionaries
are versed in the arguments but
not in contradictions of
Christianity and Judaism. If they

‘are challenged on their own turf,

they can't defend themselves.

"*“The mesiah was to do an X

amountof things and if he didn't do
them, he wasn't the messiah.
“Key '73," an all-out effort by the
Christian leaders to bring Jesus to
everyone in the community, was a
“‘big nothing,"" according to Rabbi
Freedman. The Jewish groups that
handled Jewish-Christian
relations, he added, reported that
Key ’73 made a minor impact on

- both Jewish and Christian com-

munities.

**'The only people in the Jewish
community who showed anxiely
were the Orthodox Jews. They
came out with pamphlets on anti-
missionary literature, The Or-
thodox group is concerned if only
one Jew is pulled out of the Jewish
fold,” he said.

The Rak Ehad program, ac-
cording to Lustiger, aids Jews

" through experience. 'People can

stay at people’s houses during the

* Shabbat. They can learn more
. through experience than in just
- Hebrew shcool,"” he said.

Rak Ehad’s message states that
one relates to God through prayer.
Jews for Jesus believe that they

e ,.can reach God through Jesus and

not directly to Him through
prayers. '

Rabbi Freedman said that *‘the
Messianic Jews are a dishonest
deception. As an example, you

rather

cannot have a DMohammedean-
Christian, they don't exist.
Judaism and Christianity work the
same way. They can't exist
together as one." :

The tactics and aims of the
Messianic Jews, . according lo
Lustiger, make use of deception
and taking phrases out of context.
“The name of Jesus is rarcly
mentioned at their meelings,
“Yeshua' or ‘Mashiach.'
There is a pre-occupation wilh
‘Messianic Prophecy,’
missionaries searching
desperately in the Old Testament
for eryptic phrases that could he
taken out of conlext and presented
as predictlion of the coming Jesus.,
The presentation of these
prophecies is espeeially effeclive
to those who are not knowledgeable
because few people have the
background to refute them,
although Lhey all can be answered
casily,” he said.

The Messianic Jews are natl
affiliated with any major Christian
or Jewish bodies. Rufus Cornelson,
exccutive director  of the
Metropolitan  Christian  Council,

‘formerly the Philadelphia Council
., of Churches, had never heard of
~Jews for Jesus before. According

to him, individual congregations
cannot belong to Lthe council, only
major Protestant and Greck Or-
thodox bodies or major ad-
ministrative units. In a phone call
to Beth Sar Sholom, it was reporrted
that Jews for Jesus is not affiliated
with any Jewish or Chrislian

. organizations.
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Omaha World-Herald, Saturday, Jan. 19, 1974

‘Lasting Effects Lacking’

Two Leaders Agree Dream of Key 73 Unrealized

By Edward Trandahl

Key 73, a year-long coopera-
tive effort of 150 denominations,
did not bring about the hoped-
for re-kindling of faith, two Ne-
braska religlious leaders said

Friday.

“I cannot say that 1 see any
lasting effects of an evangelistic
sort,”” said the Rev. Robert W.
Jeambey, executive secretary of
the Interchurch Ministries of
Nebraska.

I think the Key 73 promoters
nationally maybe fried fo re-
strict the thing so much that it
really never became a move-
ment but instead a sort of pro-
grammatic, promotional sort of
thrust,” the Rev. Mr. Jeambey
said.

“Here and there, congrega-
tions took on new life through
Key 72, but the general ecume-
nical movement in Omaha was
not greatly advanced thereby,”
sald the Rev. Dr. Ernest E.
Smith, executive secretary of
the Omaha Metropolitan Associ-
ation of Churches, Inc.

“In my public addresses, ex-
travagant declarations and fore-
casts were made,” Dr. Smith
said. “We expected to find rep-
resentatives of a diversity with-
in our city coming together to
think and plan new thrusts in
evangelism,"”

This did not happén on any
large scale, so it was, dis-
appointing, Dr. Smith said.

The movement fared better in
Nebraska than it did nationally,
in the opinicn of the Rev. Mr.
Jeambey and the Rev. Dr, Alva
Clark, Omaha minister wno
headed a Key 73 committee in
the city.

“We did several statewide co-
operative projects we were very
pleased with because of the high
degree of involvement across
the state and the broad range of
denominational participation,”
sald the Rev. Mr. Jeambey.

He cited Bible distribution in
65 communities. The effort in-

Clark .

volunteers who distributed 200,-
242 scriptures.

In addition, he said, 20,000
Viewer guides were distributed
in connection with a Lenten
Bible study series on television.

Nebraska was touted by the
American Bible Society as one
of the success storles- nation-
wide, the Rev. Mr. Jeambey

Jeambey

But Dr. Clark does see signs
of Key 73's effects in the inter-
denominational week-long series
of prayer sessions which began
Friday. Ten religious crganiza-
tions, believed to be the largest

ﬁsuch group to cooperate locally,

are promoting the Christian un-
ity week.

said.

He retounted such instances
as the Lincoln man who beg
reading the Bible for the firs
time because of the distributio
program and the record crow
attending a Key 73 meeting in
Central City church.

But since the big drive du
ring Lent last spring, the Rev.
Xr. Jeambey said he has hear
of few long-term followups in |
cal churches.

“I would have to say that the
dreams of Key 73 were not real-
ized on a national basis,” said
Dr, Clark, chief minister at St.
Paul United Methodist Chmrch.
“If we just watched TV and the

Dr, Clark said several individ-
ual churches have initiated
“outreach’” programs to jhe
“unchurched” and said Key 73
also spurred greater dia.lngue‘
and understanding between
Christians and Jews. Jewish
leaders who expressed fears
that Christians were out to pros-
elytize Jews entered into
healthy dialcgue with their
hristian brothers locally . and

The Wor ethodist Confer-

 thrust was also aided by Key 73,
Dr. Clark believes, .

The overstated, initial claims
for Key. 73 “have ' forced
churches all over the nation to
realize that evangellzmiis not
going to be accomplished by
some miraculous movement,”
Dr. Clark' said, “If it forced
Christian leadership to realize
this, “it will have been worth-
while."

The crusade, five years in the
pianning, used the theme, “Call-
ing Our Continent to Christ.”

It’s objective was to “visit ev-

~ ery-home, confront every per-

son,” recalled the Rev. Dr. The-
odore A. Raedeke, St. Louis, na-
tional executive director.

But the planned television ef-
fort “never came off,” recalled
Dr, Clark. 'According to the
Washington Post Service, only
about $600,000 of the budgeted $2
to 5 million was raised.

“Go out the,door and ask the
first 25 people you meet what

ence’s worldwide evangelistic

e

press, we'd probably find our-
selves overflowing with en-
thuslagm."

878 churches and 16,860

Key 73 was and maybe two
could tell you,"” observed the
Rev. Dr. Martin E. Marty,
church historian and religious
journalist at the University of
Chicago.

Althougpl the Rev. Mr. Jeam-
bey thinks Key 73 did: not, bﬂng
a religious revolution, he pre-
dicts that one s just around the
corner because of a “fre-
mendous spiritual hunger in this’
country.

“I really thlnk something_ is

going to break out one of these
days,” he said. “I dont know
what it is or where it will come
from. Since World War I'and the
late '30's, the theological founda-
tions we've had have prétty
much collapsed in this country.”)
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é ) A TN
PRIEST SAYS [KE&Y 73/COULD BE 'RETOOLED' h o 5

TO UNITE ACT AND EVANGELICALS
By Religious News Service (1-29-74)

- HUNTINGTON, Ind. (RNS) =-- A Roman Catholic priest believes that
Key 73 could be "retooled and restarted" in a creative accommodation
that could bring together evangelicals and social activists and give
the U.S, the religious revival it needs.

- Father Vinéent J. Dunizan, C.M., of St. John's University, Jamaica,
N:Y,, holds that the key to the revival of Kev 73 is a '"direction where
social activists and evangelicals can '"'co-exist."

During 1873, ke said, tco many contradictions, includirg Watergate,
confronted the nation to permit the success of Key 73. '

It may well be, Father Dunizan said, that the future of the church
in the U.S. lies in a new Xind of pluralism, not just among Churches
and sects, 'but among constituents of the same Church."

Writing in the February issue of The Priest magazine, published
in Huntington, Ind., Father Dunigan said various denominations have
served functions of social activism and evangelism in the past, "But
because of increasing interplay of social forces -- generation gap,
polarization, exclusiveness and rermissiveness -- it will perhaps be
necessary for much greater diversity within each denomination in the
future.™ '

Pointing out that this is already taking place -in certain areas,,
.. the Vincentian priest said that evangelicals have become moderate on
such issues as i1cce while liberals are showing greater respect for
vorship, prayer and pcrsonal faith.

"Perhaps each side is inching away from the compulsion to seek
vicTtory and tcward a stvie of creative accommodation," he said. "Key
73 -- a good aznd grand idea that failed =-- could be retooled and re-
started if our country is to undergo a religious revival and a new
awareness of God's generous and gracious gifts to it..."

He also pointed to the need for a "anotion of responsibility --
both national and personal == that crescendos Christ's counsel: 'To
whom much is given, much is expected.'"

Observing that the Key 73 crusade was instituted by "fundamentalist
Christians" wlko zaw the nation upset by the social activism of the
1960s, Father D:zigan said they thought they could "engineer a nation-
wide return to tlicir own precepts this (past) year."

"But thcev were sadly mistaken in reading the sociological and
spiritual thermometer of the tempo of the times,'" he added.

(nore) PAGE -20-
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The priest said '"one thing they knew was that Americ: was losing
its piety," church attendance was down, "and squabbles between the
conservatives and liberals were casting a frown on the face of American
Christianity."

He said their conviction was that the world woulk not be turned
around "by making laws to fight injustice but by 'winhing' hearts to
Christ, one by one....There was no other salvation."

"With the mood of the Ckurch runningz agzinst...social causes,
evangelicals =znsed the time :ad come for ancther raticonral religious
revival" which, he said, they hoped "world restore the nealth of the
Church by returning it tc bazizs -- perzecnai salvation."

Father Dunigan said "a funny ;ihire haprened on the way to the
revival tent. The bottem drenped cut...Americans to sct appear to be
buying this hard-driving, sireamlined fcoraula of simplified faith."

In additicn, he pointed out, the sccial activists registered a
"silent" objection beczuce church-going has not appeared to solve the
troubles of Western civilization, particularly the decadence of puklic
mcrality as evidencad by Watexrgate.

While he asserted that Eey 73 '"mever had a prayer," Father Dunigan
also indicated thne crusada's failure couid be turized around if Christ-
ians can develep a broazder, picralistic base for religicus revival in
the future.

==

FLORIDA~-GEORCIA DISTRICT LEADER
NAMED TO MISSIURI SINOD FOST

By Religious News Service (1~-29-74)

ST. LOUIS (RNS) == Dr. Angust Perinthal, presicdent of the Florida-
Georgia District of the Lutheran Clurch--Missouri Synod, has been
appointed fifth vice-presideut of the cenomination.

- His appointmernt wzs mads vy Syncd President Dr. Jacob A.0, Preus
to fill the vecancy crerted hry th2 recent d:ath of Dr. W. Harry Krieger,
wiio had been fifth vicewpresicient gince 1974.

At the Synod's 1973 convention in New Orleans, Dr. Bernthal
received the highest number of votes amung candidites noi elected to
a vice-npresidency. Accordinyg to the Syiaedical Ceastitution, he was
th~refore the autaiatic successor of Dr. Krieger.

Since he was ordained in 1950, Dr. Bernthal has been pastor of
Grace Evangelical Lutheran church in Winter Haven, Fla. During that
time the congregation has grown from under 20 members to more than
1,250.

He is now in his third term as president of the Florida-~Georgia
District.
-0=-
PAGE -21-
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By Religious News Service (3-1-74)

TORONTO Ont., (RNS) -- A former United Church of Canada moderator, the
Very Rev., Ernest Marshall Howse, lashed the Xey 73 evangelism program as
"hollow triumphalims" and "unreal pretence to be summoning a continent to any-
thing. 4"

*

In his weekly column in The Toronto Star, Dr. Howse said the name was
"silly" and that it was "the most grandiose scheme of mass evangelism ever to
erupt from misplaced reliance on the techniques designed to market a nostrum,
or make a president.,"

He said the name "Key 73" -- was a combination of the name Francis Scott
Key, who wrote the Star Spangled Banner ("a touching link of piety with
" patriotism™) and '73, the year of climax. The former moderator said the plan
was conceived back in 1967 by a small group of dedicated enthusiasts, whose
zeal, he claimed, had little insight.

"Looking back, it is difficult to recall without squirming, the combina-
tion of arrcgance, fantasy and gullibility embodied in the concept of Key 73,
and blown up in the phrases of its promotional literature," Dr. Howse wrote.
Implementation charts, he said, listed five years of preparation on a conti-
rent-wide scale, that was to harness in a way never before attempted all the
modern media of mass communication.
i

There ‘was, he said, an effort to place the Scriptures in every North

" American household, to launch "high-visibility" programs in scores of key
cities and tens of thousands of prayer groups for a special period of "Noon
Prayer Call Thrust."

For this concerted call to God for His necessary support, the official
"resource"” book suggested that the "heavy publicity" include the noon sound-
ing of plant whistles, church bells, air horns, car horns and the broadcast
of radio and TV announcements, the retired moderator said.

"T kid you not," said Dr. Howse. "This was in the official guidance for
the 'noon prayer call' issued to over 100 denominations in the U.S. and
Canada. The ancient prophets of Baal really had no idea how to wake up God."

"In retrospect," Dr. Howse said, "how can anyone think without dismay
upon the nature of the enterprise, its hollow triumphalism, its unreal
pretence to be summoning a continent to anything, its central failure to make
any vital connection between the claims of Christ and the social wpolitical,
national and international responsibilities in our troubled world?

"Yet, as the vast tonnage of discarded paper goes to 1974 garbage, we may
hope that it marks an end to what it stood for, and that never again will
churchmen, however devoted, be foolish enought to believe that they can, in
advance, determine the date on which their lst committee will put the final
touches to the spirtual transformation of a continent," Dr. Howse said.

-0 PAGE -4-
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Group From. Countries Tc Plan Program

WILL RDDRESS
RALL“ IN *75

By Religious News Service (4-10-74)

OSLO (RNS) -- Evangelist Billy Graham has been invited to help plan,
and speak at, a Christian youth program to be held in Europe in July 1975.
His acceptance was reported here.

The invitation was extended by a group of clergy and laymen from 15
countries, meeting in Paris, and was announced here by Dr. Ingulf Diesen,
president of Norway's Mission Covenant Church.

Adopting a proposal by Spanish evangelist Juan Gili, participants in
the Paris meeting unanimously passed a statement saying:

"In response to the spontaneous encouragement of Christians across
Europe, we invite Dr. Billy Graham, with the assistance of his organlzatlon,
to cooperate in the elannlpg of.a. Chr1st1an youth event in Europe in July
19?5, and to be one of 1ts feetu“ed speekers, at a place yet to be decided.”

Dr. D1esen who was asked to head aancmlnatlng committee, reported
that "it was evidewt at our meeting that there’ is & groundswell of interest
in this whole concept. 3Such interest usually grows as preparations prodeed
but this time there is 2 hlgh level of enthu51asm already."

The Norwegian churchman dnelared that "B:.llv ‘Graham is remarkably
popular with vcoung people. Even though he is 55, he was most enthusiasti-
cally accepted at the youth-centered SFRE-E '73 in England last Summer.
Statistics for his Crusades show that a greater percentage of young people
are attending than ever before." ,

In his letter of acceptance, Mr. Graham suggested that there are two
maior reasons for the interest in a European Christian youth congress.
"First," he said, "I sense a great feeling.of insecurity and uncertainty
among the peoples of the world, including those in Europe. Second, respon-
sible Christian leadership is reccgnizing this and realizing that present
opportunities for such an event may be short-lived."

The evangelist commented that "a few years ago we may not have seen
unanimous agreement from such a representative group of Europeans but today
there is a new urgency.which supercedes the reticence and inhibitions of
yesterday. I'm encouraged by their determination and vision, and I'm ready
to pledge my complete and utmost cooperation."

Participants in the decision to plan the event included churchmen from
Belgium, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and
Yugoslavia.

-0- : PAGE -3-



(feoclare, Qb

CATHOLIC UNIVERSE BULLETIN, MAY 17, 1974— 7

:Fe“*s..all'ﬂ Key ’73

To the editor: Father John Wessel in
- his article (5/10) titled “Key 73: Failure
and Success” '
Jewish concerns ahout Key 73.

He indicates that “Rabbi Mare:

" concern

Kentucky 'Area,
- Committee.

does not understand.

Tanenbaum; who inveighed against
Key-73 as an anti-Jewish crusade, can

rest peacefully.” (Rabbi Tanenbaum is

considered one of the. foremost
exponents of Jewish-Christian in-
teraction.) He and many other Jews
were concerned about the implications
of Key 73.

It was not that it was a failure or
success, nor that it may have been an
anti-Jewish crusade, nor that any
synagogues closed because of it; the
involved its meaning for
American pluralism and the different
faith communities that exist in these
United States. It bespoke Christian

triumphalism and suggested to many

that “Calling Our Continent to Christ”
left little room for the plurality of
American diverse religious faiths.

I would suggest that Father Wessel,
who has on other occasions shown

sensitivity and understanding, rethink

his position in how Key 73 may have
been viewed by non-Christian faiths.
Seymour Brief, director, Ohio-
American Jewish
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ngelical Cooperation

Foresees Stronger

\HAJ VOICES HOPE
OF LAUSANNE'

By Religious News Service (7-15-74)

LAUSANNE (RNS) =-- Evangelist Billy Graham voiced hope that 2,700
churchmen gathered here from 150 countries would produce a "zpirit of
Lausanne in which evangelicals of all denominations and all tongues
and languages willl join hands together in a new fellowship."

Mr. Graham, honorary chairman of the International Congress on
World Evangeligation, spoke of the event as an historical milestone,

"This is going to be the most representative congress possibly in
the history of the Christian Church -- geographically," he said.

The 55-year-old Southern Baptist clergyman made clear that he was
not necessarily suggesting a new organization, but that he was hoping
for a new fellowship which entails ''getting tc know each other across
cultural lines and linguistic lines because our hearts beat alike.
We're identified in the same body under the Lord Jesus Christ."

Mr., Graham made the remarks at a "mini-congress" for French-speak-
ing peoples held on the eve of the ten-day main meeting which many
viewed as a key strategy session for conservative Protestants.

- .Many participants had  alrecady- declared that they favor a-continu-
ing association of evange11cals on a global basis as a logical outcome
of the congress. 2

"It's also our hone," said Mr. Graham, '"that during this congress
there will be a discussion and some statement and some clarification
on the relationship between cvangelism on the one hand and social
concern on the other. We cannot ignore social injustice that exists
in many parts of the worid, and oppressive governments. Somehow this
is related to evangelism itself,"

He further noted recent ecumenical discussions on such words as
evangelism, conversion and salvation.

"We believe that some of us have sdmething to say on those words
that can contribute to the thinking of the world cerch at this par-
ticular time,'" IIr, Graham added,

"And we hore,'" he said, "that out of this conference is going to
come a declaration, a B1b110a1 declaration on evangelism, and how we
can trust the Eible as the Word of God."

The congress was held in the Palais de Beaulieu, a large conference
complex in the historic Swiss city which overlooks Lake Geneva in the
shadow of the Alps,

Theme of the congress is 'Let the earth hear his voice," and the
sub-themes, "To prcach the Gospel to the poor...To heal the broken-
hearted.,..To preach deliverance to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind,..To set at liberty them that are bruised," taken from
the Gospels. .
-0~ PAGE -4~
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BILLY GHAHAM, DON'T TIE GOSPEL
TO POLITSCM, SECULAR PROGRAMS

By Religious News Service (7-16-74)

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (3N3; ~- Evangelist Billy Graham warned
fellow chL_cbﬂ@n kare that "io tie the Gospel to any pcliticzl systenm,
secular prcgram or s»cwe*y is wrong and will only serve to divert the
Gospeli." i .

In an address prepared for the opening session of the Interrational
Congress on World Evangeligation, he affirmed that evanaelicals nust
witness by bcth word and ceed, but cautioned against certain “"errors"
in this connection,

One such error, Mr. Graham said, iz "te identify tbe Gospel with
any one particular political program or cultuve.” IHe added, "This has
been my own danger, When I go to preacih the Gospel, I go as an ambas-
sador for the Kingdom of God ~- nct America. To tie the Gospel to any
political system, secular procram or scciety is wreng aad will only
serve to divert the Gespel., The CGospel trap=zcends the goals 2and metihods
of any political system or any society, however good it may be.”

The evangelist also warned against the error of denying social
responsibility, "It is irue," he said, "tkat this is not our priority
mission, However, it is egualiv true that Scripture cails us time .and
again to do all in our 'power to alleviate human suffering and to
correct injustice." At the same time, he caut1oned that social concern
should not become '"our al‘-consuming miaﬁion.

Mr, Graham expressed hope that the “ausaLne Cangress partlc1pants
would frame a "Biblical Declaration on Evangelism." He challenged the
1975 World Council of Churches General Assembly planned for Djakarta
"to study such a statement carefully and prayerfully with the idea of
adopting more evangelical concepts of evangelism and missions.™

Describing the 10-day Lausanne Congregs as a major milestone- for
Protestant conservatives, the cvangelist declared: 'Never before have
so many reprcsentatives of so many evangelical Christian Churches in
so many nations and from so many tribal and language groups gathered

; to worship, pray and plan together for world evangeiigation,'

/ As the Congress opened, it had some 2,700 participants from 150
. countries,

In discussing the state of Christianity at present, Mr. Graham
said, "We are all aware of the startling changes in the Roman Catholic
world. I also detect a wistful lorging on the part of a small, but
grewing, number of ecumenical leadcrs for a greater emphasis on
orthodoz biblical theology and a re-evaluation cf some of the pronounce-
ments in theological, sociological and political areas."

He charged that in current theological debates some concepts have
been drastically reinterpreted or diluted, and expressed hope that the
Lausanne Congress would reaffirm those believed to be essential to true
evangelism, "I trust we can state what the relationship is between
evangelism and social responsibility,” Mr. Graham said. "Llet us rejoice
in social action, and yet insist that it alone is not evangelism, and
cannot be substituted for evangelism. This relationship disturbs many
believers. Perhaps lLausanne can help clarify it,"

He declared that "biblically, evangelism can mean nothing else than
proclaiming Jesus Christ by presence and word, and by trusting the Holy
Spirit to use the Scriptures to persuade men to become His disciples
and responsible members of His church,..Evangelism and the salvation of
gouls is the vital mission of the church. The whole church must be

mob1llzed to bring the whole Gospel to the whole world."
-0 PAGE =10=-
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No dﬁ Graham Presence;
| ercial Pattern Playolf
* For ‘Hiding’ (Of Dutch Jews)

“The Hiding Place,” an indie -
produced and 4istribbed” biopic
. starring Julie Harris, Eileen
Heckart and Arthur O'Connell,
should carry Worldwide Pictures, |
the film arm of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Assn. into a more
commercial and wider distribution
pattern than any of the films-with-
a-message company's previous 22
&atnmanﬂ?! documentaries or tv
programs. “Hiding Place” is the
biggest gamble to date by the

the public as (b) entertainment. -
Brown anticipates impact upon the '

youth market.

The sto:y!inc of "The Hiding
Place™ is not the expected re-
ligious fare of the businessman who
finds God, but rather of a now &2-
year old woman, Corrie ten Boom,
who sheltered Jews from Nazi
forces occupying Holland, Screen-
play is based on her 2,000,000-sale
biography that Bantam will soon 1=
bring out in paperback. Worldwide
has cast it with name players and is
advertising the pic for its enter-
tainment

ent value. I
Moreover, Billy Graham himsel{

is keeping out of the way. Brown
- explatned that unlike *Time To
Bun,"” WW's previous release that
included footage of a Graham
Crusade, “'he would like this film to -
stand on its own.” There is no men-
tion an the ad poster of the evan.

welist,
The pic’s first foray will be a
-wall testrun in 12 medium-

g

percentage; and
lastly, Worldwide is a non-profit
nubﬂiem Billy Graham

I
E
&
5

alter Lhe public demonstrates its |
faith at the b.o. later this month,

« — |



Brry GrRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
December 29, 1975

Dear Marc,

It is almost impossible for me to commit a
single date anytime before November. Pressures
from various parts of the world have been
pouring in, and unfortunately I have accepted
too many.

Leighton Ford gave me a wonderful resume of
his time with you.

I certainly would like to give you a first-hand
report on my trip to Israel, which was
enlightening and rewarding. I came back with

a greater love than ever before for '"the peace
of Jerusalem."

With warmest season's greetings, I am

Most cordially yours,

'

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022
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&///” _ September 11, 1974
Dr. Billy Graham

Montreat, N. C. 28757
Dear Billy:
I hope this finds you and Ruth in good health.

I followed with much interest the proceedings of the Lausanne
Congress oa evangelism and was very impressed by the reports that
I saw.

The purpose of this note is to bring to your attention the enclosed
correspondence dealing with our efforts to support Dr. Douglas
Young, Director of the Institute of Holy Land Studies in Jerusalem.
Both our office in Jerusalem and we here were appalled by the un-
warranted harassment of Dr. Young and we have moved vigorously to
protect his religlous fresdon.

in view of the fact that this issue may well be brought to the
attention of many people in the Christian community, I wanted you
to know first hand about our concern and also about the action we
have taken. When appropriate, we would be grateful if you could
interpret this development to any persons who may raise questions
about this with you. _

I have not forgotten our last discussion about the possibility of
your meeting witha group of Jewish leaders to discuss some of the
issues that we have been consulting about in the recent past. I
do hope that you will find it possible either in the fall of 1974
or early in 1975 to meet such a high level group of Jewish leader-
ship that we will be glad to bring together.

In the mreantime, please be assured of my personal good wishes and
ny prayers for God's blessings over you and your lovely family.

Cordially as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
MHT : MSB Interreligious Affairs

Encls.
BCC: Dr. Clyde Taylor

Mayor Teddy Kollek
Dr. Douglas Young
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Biriry GRAHAM

As from: Montreat, N.C. 28757
September 22, 1974

Dear Marc,

Thank you for yours. I leave early tomorrow morning
for Brazil and will not be back for about a month, so
this must be in haste.

I have wanted to talk with you for some time about
several matters. I do not know when our paths will
cross -- perhaps sometime before the New Year.

I appreciate your sharing with me the problems in
connection with Dr. Young. I was not aware of them.
I am sure they can be ironed out.

. I wish everyone in the whole world were as broad,
- tolerant and loving as you are.

Cordjslly,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street
New York, N.Y. 10022
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Stressing what he saw as a strange dichotomy in the world's mad rush
to self-destruction, the evangelist said there are two parallel forces at
work in the world -- a great "intensification of evil," and a great spiri-
tual revival, a "reaching: out to hungry hearts.”

In Mr. Graham's view, the media could play a major role in leading the
world to a moral awakening through "positive reporting." And he suggested
that church attendance would increase if the church would get back to pro-
claiming and preaching the Bible.

There could still be a religious revival, the evangelist feels. "It's
not too late," he said, "but it's real late.™ '

Despite the pessimistic aspects of some of his observations, Billy
Graham made it clear that the amount of evidence indicating that we are
in the last days -- that the wholesale slaughter of humanity is imminent --
is not an excuse for fatalism.

"It is," he said, "a time for prayer."

Mr. Graham was in Fort Worth to address the Texas Baptist Evangellsm
Conference at Tarrant County Conventlon Center.

...D...'

ASSIGNMENT OF AN AIRFORT CﬁAPLRIN
CONSIDERED CHURCH-STATE VICLATION

By Religious News Serv1ce (1-15-75)

MINNEAPOLIS (RNS) -- A proposal to have an “1nterdenom1nat10nal
chaplain” on duty at the Mlnneapolis-St Paul International Airport. should
be rejected, a committee of ‘The Metropolitan Airports Comm1551on has
recommended .

Its vote followed an opinion from Gordon Sheppard, the commission's
counsel, that participation in a chaplaincy program would be: judged by the
courts as an unconstituional involvement of government in religion.

The Rev. Robert P. White, a clergyman of the American Lutheran Church,
proposed the chaplainey in April. He said a chaplain is needed to provide
religious support for ill or distraught passengers and to aid airport
employees., '

Randall Tigue, legal counsel for the American Civil L1bertles Union,
spoke against the proposal at the meeting of the comm1551on 's management com-
mittee.

The full commission will consider the issue soon.

s PAGE '-25-
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'It Is B Time/For Prayeg&a A
/

BILLY, HAM FEARS A NEW WAR
IN MI EAST IS 'VERY CLOSE'

By Walter A. Winsett®

. FORT WORTH (RNS) -- Evangelist Billy Graham warned here that a new
Middle East war is "very verv close,” and could be "an all-out slaughter
that could drag in the rest of the world."

If there is another Middle East war, he predicted, "it will be an
economic war fought over cil.”

The evangelist was replying to several questions on the Middle East at

a press cod_erence, one of which asked wiether he agrees with Secretary of

State Xissinger's statements concerning the possible use of military power
against the Arab oxl—prodncmng countrles.

"Whether the West, all of Western civilization, is going to lie down
anc be strangled is something that nobody knows," Mr. Graham said. "In
olden days, 50 years ago, the British Navy would have already been there.
So would the French. But we don't know yet what is going to happen.”

In this situation, he suggested, "it is a time for prayer."” Mr. Graham
said that he "would like to see 1975 as a year for prayer that God will
give the leaders of the world some patience and some solution to our problems.

Reading” the news today ™is like reading the 01d Testament all over
again," Mr. Graham said, because news is breaking in all the great nations
of the Bible -- Syria, Israel, Egvpt, Iran (Persia).

He revealed there is a possibility that he may presch in Cairo this year
for the first time since 1960.

Lateness was a point that kept coming back into his conversation. "It
is getting late," Mr. Graham said. "As the little girl said to her mother
when the clock struck 13 tlmes, 'Momma, it's later than it ever has been
before. '™ '

Asked whether Ged has turned His back on the world, the evangelist re-
plied quickly, "God has not let go of this world; but it's late, Mighty
late." ;

He cautioned that "unless man returns to God and God intervenes, we
could be standing very close to Armageddon because so many nations today are
developing the atomic bomb."

Mr. Graham commented that all of the Biblical signs for the second
coming of Christ seem to be converging now, "perhaps for the first time in
history." As examples, he cited the emergence of Middle Eastern nations,
moral permissiveness, worldwide violence on an unprecedented scale, and a
global "crisis of leadership.”

o

%  Walter A. Winsett is editor of the All-Church Press and the Register
System Newspapers, published in Fort Worth, Texas.

-

PAGE -24-



M

LeExcaTOoON FORD
2901 COLTSGATE ROAD
CHARLOTTE, NOR:TH CAROLINA 28211

June 8, 1976

Dear Marc:

Thanks for your gracious letter of May 28. I
do wish we had more opportunities for contact
together. -

Your statement aﬁout Governor Carter's campaign
and the implications of stereotyping evangelicals
is very, very interesting. I appreciate the
effort you have made in this regard, and I'm
sending your release on to Billy for his infor-
mation. Actually, it's a very interesting
campaign for evangelical Christians this year
with the possibility that both major parties
may nominate candidates who are claimed as
"evangelicals." I expect a lot of stereotypes
will either be made or broken:

I am glad you had a chance to chat with Mark
Hatfield and will be interested in further
developments along that line.

Please let me know about your plans for the
regional meetings in the fall.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York NY 10022



Birriy GrRAHAM
Montreat, N.C. 287357

June 14, 1976

Dear Marc,

Thank you for yours of May 28. I have read with
great interest your statement concerning Governor
Carter. I thought you have handled it with great
wisdom and sensitivity.

I have also kept up with Leighton Ford's
correspondence and address. I personally felt
that he gave an excellent representation of my
own viewpoint -- much better than I could do it!

Ruth and I will never forget your visit to our
home, nor shall I ever forget the meeting with
Jewish leaders in New York that you arranged
several years ago, in which I had a wonderful
opportunity of dialog. Be assured, beloved friend,
I have not changed my mind!

I will be most happy to visit with a similar group
if you so desire, but I feel that at the moment
Leighton Ford has already covered this and we

would only be covering old ground. If you feel
that there is some necessity for it, I will
certainly make room in my schedule. I would rather
have such a meeting after the election. I do not
want to get involved this year in partisan

politics if I can possibly help it.

With warmest personal greetings, I am

Most cordi y vours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

ce. Leighton Ford
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BILLY HAN: BICENTENNIAL OVERLOCKS ROLE
OF C 77 CLERGY IN REVOLUTIOIARY ERA

By Religious llews Service (G-28-76)

WILLIAHMSBURG, Va. (RNS) -- Evangelist Billy Graham asserted here:
that the role played by churches and clergy in the Anmerican Revolu~
tionary era has not been getting enough attention in the nation's
Bicentennial celebrations.

Speaking at a Bicentennial "Festival of Faith' crusade, the famed
preacher rcvealed that he had been invited to serve on the federal com-
nission that did the official Bicentennial planning. Ie said he now
regrets not having accepted that invitation.

‘Mr. Graham declared that reaveling evangelists of the 18th Century
paved the way for American independence by introducing the patriots of
one colony to those in another. Without the work of Amecrica's early

Christian leaders, be held, there would have been no Declaration of
Independence. |

As a specific example of Christian influence on the ideals.of the
patriots, lir. Graham cited the Rev. James Blair, the Anglican clergy-
man who founded the College of William and Mary. INMany of the revolu-
tion's leaders, including Thomas Jefferson, studied at that institution.

The evangelist ncted that the early patriots faced:constant
crises, even as do Americans today. "All crisis is not bad," he said.
"We need some change."

At the sane time, Mr. Grahan affirmed that in a world of change
God does not change, but is the sane now as He was 200 yecars ago.

At the conclusion of each of the two sermons he delivered here,
Mr. Graham suggested that when individuals turn to Christ they repre-~
sent a part of the nation turning to righteousnessl But, he stressed,
"I'm not asking you to come to Christ to make Aperica great.”

More than 9,000 persons were estimated to be in attendance for
each of the two services, with nore than 500 recording spiritual
decisions. :

Anglican Bishop Maurice Wood of Norwich, England, addressed the
audience on the first night of the crusade.

He exprcssed appreciation for Mr. Grahanm's ninistry on both sides
of the Atlantic, and recalled that when he was a theological college
principal, there was never less than 10 per cent of the student body
that had been converted in Billy Graham crusades.

A
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Carter 'Doesc't Need My Cqunsel'
BILLY @'T ENDORSE
ANY CA % FOR PRESIDENCY

By Religious News Service (6-29-76)

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (RNS) -- Evangelist Billy Graham declined here

_to endorse his £ellow Southern Baptist, Jimmy Carter, 'in his bid for
the Presidency.

The famed preacher told reporters at a press conference just
before a two-day Bicentennial crusade that he was not endorsing any
Presidential candidate this year.

Asked if Mr. Carter had sought his counsel, Mr. Graham replied
negatively, and then quipped that in view of the Georgian's success
in lining up convention delegates, "he doesn't need my counsel."

The evangelist said he does not plan to attend either the
Democratic or the Republican National Convention this year. He ex-
plained that he will be on a family vacation during the Democratic

- meeting, and will be holding a crusade in San Diego while the Republi-
cans are in session.

Mr. Graham coumented that the nation is fortunate this year in
that Mr. Carter, President Gerald Ford, and Ronald Reagan are all
professing evangelica’ Christians. He said that probably not since
the early part of this century have American voters been able to choose.
a President from among candidates with such religious beliefs.

The evangelist told reporters that he had heard of at least 50
"committed Christians' who are seeking Congressional seats this year.
The only one he specifically cited was former New York Yankees baseball
star Bobby Richardson, who is the Republican candidate in South
Carolina's Fifth Congressional District in South Carolina.

Referring to disillusionment over recent scandals in national

life, Mr. Graham emphasized that he knew many top government officiails
of high moral character.

The reputations of such people should not be tarnished by "the
indiscretions of a few,'" he sald

The famed preacher told reporters that he was planning to spend

a "quiet day" on the Fourth of July, devoting that Sunday to prayer,
fasting, and humiliation.
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Graham Asks
Cﬁm

Rl n fo /g;fgc

WILLIAMSBURG Va, June
24 (AP)—Evangelist Billy
Graham says in view of Water- .
gate and recent congressional
sex scandals, more Christians
should get involved in poli-
tics and run for office.

Graham . said There. last
night the country is fortunate
at this time to have three
persons running for the presi-
dency “who are professed
Christians, all of the evange-
‘lical persuasion,”

He referred to President
Ford and Ronald Reagan, who
are .seeking the Republican
nominaton, and Georgia Dem-
_ocrat Jimmy Carter, the odds-
on favorite to win his party’s
nemination,

His remarks came at a news
conference on the eve of a
two-day crusade at the College
of William & Mary.

Commenting on the congres-
sional sex scandal, Graham
said, such activity has “prob-
ably been true there since the
foundng of the country and
since the Garden of Eden.”

But Graham said he believed
“leaders should set an ex-
ample.”






