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CHARLOTTE SHEEDY 
LITERARY AGENCY, INC. 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th St. 
New York, N.Y. 10128 

Dear Marc, 

May 18, 1984 

Just a note to say how much we enjoyed meeting 
you. We're excited about the possibilities 
for your book. Some preliminary small talk 
he·re and there with editors has indicated 
a good deal of real interest out there. By 
the time you're ready with the proposal 
.there · will be :a group of editors eagerly 
awaiting it. 

Best. to you and Georgette, 

Linda Nelson 

145 West 86 Street New York, N.Y. 10024 (212) 873-4768-9 ' ) 
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For Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

December 1967 

Late 1968 -
early 1969 

June 8, 1969 

June 8, 1969 

July 4, 1969 

November 18, 1975 

November 25, 1975 : 

September 12, 1984 

Reference is made to an article in the December 1967 
issue of an ADL bulletin or newsletter. 

Prodded by Profes'3ors Werbluwsky anci :Husser, 
~srael Foreign Ministry official wonders whether 
Billy Graham ·should not be invited again to 
I~rael, in view of his friendship with newly 
el~cted U.S. President (Nixon). . 

Reference is made to script by World Wide 
Pictures , California , "God's Farth11 (Country, Land) 
with summary (attached. Exhibit "1") · 

Religious News Service press release 
(attached Exhibit "2) 

Israel Foreign Ministry learns about Billy Graham 
children visit to Israel but doe.s not lrnow any­
thing about them or their whereabouts. 

Washington Embassy refers to Bill Graham's forth­
coming visit to Israel , his scheduled meeting 
with Prime Minister Rabin and Mrs . Golda Meir (Exhibit 113' 
and urges that a team of photographers cover 

. his visit. t >1roughout. Ide~ :l.s ~.o. rrE\pare a. 
'travelogue "A ChiiStian Looks at Israel" • 
Implementation is subject to Billy Graham's 
agreement . Recommends that Garry Strobber 
be solicited •. Strobber is described as a 
person who knows Billy Graham well and is 
preparing his bi9graphy. · 

Ji I 

Israel Foreign M2nistry cables that Billy Graham 
had agreed to preparation of film- travelogue 
and that this idea had been successfully 
implemented . 
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By noliGic~s Ncw5 servic~ (G-23-G9) 

EXHIBIT . i1211 ... 

: tiQND.:~ v, .Jmm 23 , iss9 

HE\'/ YJim (IfNS)· -- .• 1\11 ll.r:le:dc~n Je\'1ish Co!l'J:ii ttee official praised 
evan3altst Bi lly Graham !or · breald ng c.lo\.,.n stereotypes about Baptist 
insensi ti vi ty to . scci~l co:1cerns • 

.,· . 

. n~bbi i.i2.rc 'l'o.ncna~un:, director of tha J~wish Commi ttec '~ clcp·art­
ment of interrel:i.gio':.ls affaii·z, co11fh·1:icd th<!. t the Briptist preacher 
hac1 me·i: .wi ~:1 abot1t 30 Je\';isil reli3ious ~!'le:! community leader!: afte1• the 
ev<:!.ncelist r.iention.e(1 th.e lilC\?tiaG" in a pi·css cor.fe;.'ence ma1·kii1g the encl 
-0f a lO~cl~y crusncle · here. .· 

Tl1e 111aetin::; 1 it was e;;~)l<li:iecl, Grew c-ut o:t planning for a Hational 
Baptist-JawiEh Scholnrs Con~erence sche~ulcci Au3. lG-20 at the Southern 
Ba.p.tist Th<::i,qlou:t co.l Scrainnl"Y !~? Lo~i s·-/i:l~, !~y; T~1at r-.!ee.t:i.ng 1.

1.rill be· _ 
S[.)Oi1$0l'8cl by tl:e · Sout:~e1·;: ::3::.ptist. l-:.o;:i-2 r;issio1·: ·noa:..· <l ~n<l the Ame1·ic~n ' 
Jcuish Co~2ittee :s intcrrcli~ious c.ffai~s u~it. • 

f:().bt,t 'i'~nenbuum ·sn.i<J thc.t in his .. int;;och.!c.tion of t,il', Graha;n to . 
the Jm•1is:1 r;i·oui.> ~·.e ·11J~. cl snid he ' ''"-S "ri1·eat1~, irn~):.~esscd by tile sc1tsiti­
vi ty <'-l~G ~· .J?:cera that he (Gl·~hcm) c:.,7r-cssed for- :::ocial justice a~1cJ for 
co1il.}li tr..:e;~·.:; to confront such t?.sic issuGs ~s :::nci~l i 'nj ustice , povcrt~· , 
w:on· 2n<l the ~enc:i·atipD ·r;:i.);" 

111'1.nyo;le ,.who . ?~no-.·1s the cl<:.::;sical n·~ pt is::: hcri t~~cr~ \'.'hi ch . cr.1t)ilr'-sizc:l 
inc1iv'!:<1ual p~e.ty and pe1·son~l ::;a:'..v<:.tion," rai;.:o.r;;:ecl. the. rabbi, "h~s · 
~arriecl n~o~nd. &ri ~oo.,a ~ha~ ccrtcin ve~sions o~ the Bapti5t tradition 
were rather ir:sensitiv:::: t o so~i~l or Gi'OL:i) COi~Cel'ilS , . 

"ily i mi.):·c~sion is thnt Lir , G:..·~l":~!it; ,:u:.:inc; his rccc:n-;; ~c:c1r.oris , hris 
helped to :::0:wv2 th:-.t CL'.1·).c~.'.:l;::e 1 a:1cl 11::-.s (c:·~o:1st1·r-..fod ti1nt ;>e1·som1.l 
reli~ion can ~x?rcss i~self in n very genuine co~ccrn fo~ group 
raornlity 2ud Gl'OUD jus~ip~. 

''!,1y o'.\'•'l feclina i_s tl~::\t he c ontl--ii)t_ii. cc~ ·~o n. b:-o::.:~·-"'~!1::.·i.:Ju~1·l i:'! · cv:::~: ­
coi:~in~ so;:~e o:? t:~c ~::·i:l~o:!.oc;;t :--.lJ~t~_,~ t;1c 13:-!tY;;ist 1.cr:.<:l?: .. ship :s COii.cc;:n 
fq::.· soci•~l ~r:d .ccc.i10: .. 1ic i$sues." 

Ilnbbi Tnro.cnhn.1.un sd.c1 thc:::c \',::-,5 . ::>.. 11 gcn·1.tU1e .. f~clin::; of r:·,Pt)ort'.1 

v 

between ·~!1c ev~n~t;;list ~n,1 t;.!2 Jc\':is:l !.c:H!r:1·sl!i p. P.e sL'.i<l those L'.t 
.t he r.~ecti n~ ll:t<1 "f~•ceJ f1·n:ll•ly 11

• ·l:.!1~0:!.oc·}. c<.l- :>.1:d socioJ.ogic~l d:'.f1c:·c;1c(;:; 
between the tr~c~i tio:~s, t'.n~ 11.:d c .:;;>l01·c:.: . .:: 11 tl10 .. st:.:c>:13. co;;,~,10:1 bone.is v:c 
feel ~s pe~t):'..c ' ':i10 sl1::0.:.:c ~ co::!:':o;1 1·~vL:1·c1!CC ·foj.' the Bible ~r.d B.~ JJlj.~~l 
in:~c:.·ita!1Gc ~" .. · 

- 0-
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' · ·TRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

SALEM, l,SRAEL 

VISIT TO ISRAE.L 

OF 

EVANGELIST. BILLY GRAHAM 

accompanied by 

D·~. ·GRADY 'wILSO N 
DR. WILSON SMYTH 

MR. . ROY GUSTAFSON 

EXHIBIT 11311 

yiri;i , ,,\llT.l 

C'':>IOl;' 

Monc!av,. 24 N<;>vember . 

13.50 · 

... 

17. Q6. 

Arrival at Ben-Gurion International Ai rport by 
Olympic Airways Flight No. 3 01 

Proceed to the Dan Hot~l, Tel Aviv 

Meeting .with Mrs. Golda Meir .at her office, Ramat Aviv 

··overnight at the Hilton Hotel, Jerusalem 

Tue'sc;la.y, 25 November · 

08. 00. 

13.30 

Breakfasf.witb, Mr. 
0

Teddy Kollek, the Mayor of Jerusalem, 
at Mishkeilot Sha'ananim restaurant · 

Luncehon. given by the Prime Minister, Mr. Yitzhak Rabin, 
at his. residence· 

Oye~night at the Hilton Hotel ,' J~ rusaJ~m 

'Nednesday, 26.November 

06.40 

08. 40 

. Lea ye for Ben-Gurion International Airport 

r.iepffi!rlU;Fe by Air France .• :·Ftight No. 139 

.. . · . . 

· ' 

For furt~er, i nformation ,' please contact; 

.Mr. Joseph L evy 
Official quests Division 
Ministry·of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem 

Tel.: 536271 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 
from 

subject 

MG:vn 

September 12, ·1984 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Mordechai Gazi t 

You may consider getting in touch with the foll owi ng per sons : 

1. Professor Zvi Werblowski 
2. Professor Flusser 

3. Michael Prgai 
4. Dr. David Ben Dor; and 
5. other Foreign Ministry officials who dealt with 

church relations . 

(dictated but not read) 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date August 28, 1984 

to Bernie Resnikoff 

from Rita Reznik 

subject FAX of 8/27 

Responding to your question for dates so that the archival 
researcher can save time •. I spoke to Marc and the time frame 
he is most interested in ii 1976-77. 

Many thanks!!!!!!! 

3 
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r AUG 2 9 1984 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 
from 

subject 

August 23, 1984 

Marc Tanenbaum 
M. Bernard Resnikoff 

Retrieving archival material 

State archives , by law, are filed in office 
of the Prime Mini ster. They now consist of 27 kilometers of shelves . 
Their storage, retrieval and usage are codified by law. In charge 
of the archives is Dr. Alsberg, who has the greatest amount of authority 
but who, unfortunately, is out of the country and will not return until 
October. His assistants and associates do not have his maximum au­
thority. The names of his assistants are: Freundlich , Rosenthal and 
Arad -- the last one is the one With wnom·· r spent the most time. ·. . 

·The pertinent rules and regulations about usage are 
as follows: 

1. According to law, there is a 30-year cut- off 
date. In other words, material ·dated 1954 or earlier is available for 
legitimate perusal. From 1954 to the present, this is not the case. 

2. Most offices, including the Foreign Office , 
keep material up to two years and then forwards it to the archives . 

J . Confi dential material remain~ confidential: 
t hat is to say, there is no ·exception -- it is virtually impossisible , 
I was told authoritatively, to expose confidential information t o one 
person without doing so for· another. 

4. There are some exceptions to this rule, 
if material. younger than JO years is in the State archives but does 
not originate with the Foreign Office; as in the case of scme material 
placed there by Abba Eban for safekeeping . 

5. What may be possible is the following: 
locate a designated and security- cleared researcher who specializes 
in archival material, who would be paid by us and authorized by a 
member of Alsberg's staff to do research in the archives for one or 
two days in order to find out: 

a . What, if anything, is available ; 

b . To arrange call numbers for follow- up; 

3 
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Marc Tanenbaum 
August 23 , 1984 
Page 2. 

needed. 
c. To alert local staff on what may be 

To pursue this suggestion, I am now in the 
process of locating such a cleared arc~ivist and to arrange for him or 
her to do about two days of research to find out what is available. 
At this time , I do not know the cost. 

Meanwhile , this additional information ~s been.un­
covered and is being pursued: 

A. Other archival material -- not found in the 
State archives -- : is lodged with such persons as Rabin, Dinitz , . 
libraries of the late Golda Meir and Levy Eshkol. In addition, the 
City of Jerusalem· has its own archives on Agron Street , 'Under the super­
vision of Menachem Levi ne . 

B. The Foreign Office may release confidential 
material for perusal by a bona-fide researcher not concerned with 
security matters . f). .. Persoii-§ ~~1 in the Foreign Office authorized 
to make such proviSional exceptions are Biram, Drori, and Yativ. 

__ C. After speaking to a limited number of people 
on this@atter-!.J I come up With the general impression that they believe 
there is v~ittle material on the subject requested. Thus, for 
example, Mordechai Gazit , who was privy to all material coming out of 
the U.S. from 1968 through 1975, cannot recall more than some 12 pieces 
of paper on the- subject under review. In the same way , Arad , at the 
archives, thinks there i s very little, as does Yaegar in the office of 
Foreign Ministry Director-General. I have refr.ained from inquiring 
elsewhere, in order to keep to an absolute mini~um the number of people 
privy to this research undertaking. 

I will report afresh as new data emerge,., 

MBR:vn 



June 21, 1985 

MACMILLAN PUBLISHING CO., INC. 
866 Third Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 

Ms. Charlotte Sheedy 
145 West 86th Street 
New York City, New York 

.oear Charlotte: 

I'm returning herewith Billy Graham, The Jews, and Israel, by Marc Tanenbaum. 

Although I liked the proposal, the feeling here was that while Billy Graham's 
own story regarding Israel is a fascinating one, Marc Tanenbaum is not the 
person to tell it most effectively. particularly to the CBA market. 

Perhaps another proposal will fare better. I do thank you for sending it to 
us. 

Yours sincerely, 

~szynski, 
Senior Editor 

AD/ mm 



... 

By messenger 

Ms. Charlotte Sheedy 
145 \'lest 86 St. (13A) 

New York, N. Y. 10024 

Dear Charlotte; 

PERSONAL . 

I am enclosing my draft proposal for t he book on 

BILLY G~, THE JEWS7 AND ISRAEL. 

As you ·..vill see, it is intended to give a sen.se of 
what the book is about, and the kind of material it will 
cover. 

Because Georgette and I are leaving on June 10th for Europe.a, 
I was not able to complete two important parts of the peoposal 
at this time~ ' 

(_ l) T~e chapter-b~~chapter outline; 
(2) A sample chapter. 

To do these right would have required more time tham wca:m ·"'-
a~itilabl.e. And I would rather wait until we return on July 2nd 
when I will have more leisure and can then try to prepare 
both those parts in a more finished way. . . · 

; 

1 I l eave it to your judgment as to whether · you feel . there 
i is enough here to show to publi~hers for reaction. 

1 Im :t.he meantime, my warmest appreciation for your interest 
. and ·hel~., I am, 

c ordaall;v, 

. i· ' -/' ,.,,,.itT ,. 
.. .J · . .l.t1..r:l. r 

,. cc:Wa. Linda Nelson (same address) ,. ... 
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A Proposal for a Book-Length Treatment of : 

BILLY GRAHAM, THE JEWS, AND ISRAEL 

by Marc H. Tanenbaum 

October 1973. The Yorn ·Kippur war is .raging fn · the Middle East. Egypt 

crosses the Suez Canal. Syria launches a surprise attack on Israel in the 

North. Israel's missile supply is dangerously low.· Her armed forces are 

threatened with defeat. 

In Washington, Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, and Defense Secre-
. . 

tary James Schlesinger, furiously del>ate whether to give li;r.ael an emergency 

shipment of missiles. President Nixon refuses to .meet with or . take tele-

phone calls from American Jewish leaders. 

Desperate, Israel's Prime Minister, GoldaHeir, calls the one American 

whom she believes can help: Dr. Billy Graham. Graham agrees to intervene. 

He d.ials the direct 1 ine to ~he President. R·ichard Nixon answers . 

11 1 have just spoken to GoldaMeir, ... Graham tells Nixon. Israel's very 

survival is at stake. They must get· those missil~s at once ••• Hr . President, 

the future of Israel is in your hands. God wants you to do this. He will 

never forgive you if Israel falls ." 

President Nixon hangs up the phone. Within 24 hours, U.S. planes are 

bound for Israel with shipments of missiles. Within days, Israel turns back 

her enemies . 

-· - -
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Or. "'i 1 ly Graham -- next to the late Pope John XXI 11 . -- has been ·and 

continues to be the single greatest friend of the Jewish· people and of 

Israel that the .Christian world has produced in the ' 20th centur.y • 

.. 
This book tells 'the unknown story of Billy Graham's love affair with 

the Jews, covering t~e period 1967 till the present. It documents for the 

first t ime Graham 1 s alliance with Jews in relation to Israel, endangered 

Jewish conmunities, anti-Semitism, conversion, and social issues. At the 

same time the book records his special and ·historic ~ontributions in these 

areas it will reveal his 

- sen~itivity to Arab pressures; 

- resistance to change from. Fundamenta 1 i st chur~hes: and 

- naivite in dealings with the Soviet Union and Eastern bloc countries. 

I S R A E L. 

Billy Graham's personal friendships with major Israeli leaders include 

.Golda Meir, Abba Eban, Menachem Begin, Teddy Koilek , Yitzhak Rabin~ - Simcha 

Oinitz, and inany others. Graham's sons and· daughters have been deeply in-

volved in helping build and defend 1·~rael. 

For re 1 i g ious and persona 1 reasons; he intervened with American pres i • 

dents on many occasions to come to Israel's aid : 
-

·During the · 1967 war he persuaded Lyndon B. Johnson to provide mili· 

tary aid to Israel when f!ve Arab nations attacked the Jewish State; 

In 1969, during a vlsft to Key Biscayne, he asked President Nixon to 

stand firm in his. support of Israel, saying, "No combination of 

powers will dislodge Israel because Go.d is with them. 11 
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- In 1970, Secretary of State Rogers announced that urgently-needed 

fighter planes would be withheld from Israel. Billy Graham met with 

Pr~sident Nixon at the San Cleinente White House, then reported that 

the planes woufd be sent. ·~The President, 11 he said; "is very sympa-

thetic to Israel •11 

In October 1973, at the time. of. t he '(om Kipp~r War, he spoke "three 

times by telephone with President Nixon'' stressin_g ·Israel's needs, 

especially her military requirements. He told the President on Oct. 

28th that the "majority of Evangelicals· were strongly supportive of 

Israel" and would want him to be so. 

- In 1977, he counseled Preside~t Jimmy Carter not to involve the Sov-

iet Uniqn in a .. ~eneva Peace Conference on the Middle East on risk 

of a li enat i ng some 40 i'ni 11 ion Evange 1 i ca 15 . 

Billy Graham helped Israel in other ways as well when he: 

- influen.ced release of . Israeli POWs fron:i Egypt and Syria ; 

- publicly repudiated ·PLO terrorism and ·condemned the UN's "Zionism 

is racism'' .reso 1 ut ion; 

- spent $500,000 . to pr·oduce wha·t is widely acknowl~dged to be one of 

the most beautiful ·and sympathetic films about Israel , "His Land, 11 

as a means of mobilizing Evangelical Chr.istian solidarity wi'th "God's 

Promised Land to the Jews. 11 
. He withstands Arab pressures to ·wlthdraw 

the film. 

E N 0 A N $ E -~ E ~ .J E W S 

Billy Graham has responded spontaneously to Jews in n~ed In m,any parts 

of the world: 

.· 

/ 
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- ~al led on t~e White House i~ June .1969 to help save the threatened 

Jews of Iraq ; 

collaborated with Dr • . Henry Kissinger in freeing Soviet Jews from . 

the dreaded Potma prison (1971,1972); 

- wrote a public appeal for emigration of Soviet Jews .to Premier Brezh-

nev: 

- ··atten.ded synagogue memorial services in San Franciso In Sept. 1972 

for Israeli athletes massacred at tne ~unich Olympics by the PLO. 

Dr. Graham, as a condition of conducting his crusa~es in Soviet bloc 

countries, insiste·d . that he be allowed to meet with Jewish leaders; 

- In Hungary, he met with Hungarian Jewish representatives, (Sept . 27, 

1977); held a prayer service for Holocaust survivors;· 

In Poland , he made a pt1grimage to Auschwitz (O~t. 20·, 1978); issued 

strong· public statements condemning Nazism and anti-Semitism; met 

with elderly Polish Jews; 

- In the Soviet Union, he required that Soviet authorities allow him 

to meet with Soviet Jews (Hay 9, l982). He stirred controversy with 

his claim that there is religious freedom in Russia. 

A N T I - S E H .1 T I S H 

Aware that anti-·Jewish attitudes permeate much of the Evangelical com­

~unity, Billy Graham has for decades been unrelenting in his condemnation 

of anti-Semitism. He: 

- publicly rejected the 11Christ-killer11 (deicide) charge against the 

Jewish people du.ring his Charlotte, N',,C. crusade (April 18. 1972), 

saying, "Christians should not b1ame 'Jews for the crucifixion of 



.. 
Page 5 

·Jesus. The Romans crucified him." 

- declared at "Explo' 1 7211 
-- ~he ''Christian Woodstock" -- I am totally, 

completely, irrevocably oppose~ to anti-Se~itism'' (October 1972); 

- criticized the film, "Jesus Christ Superstar," as "anti-Semitic·, anti-

black, and anti-Christian11 (July 3, 1973); 

- rejected Southern Baptist preacher, Dr. Bailey Smith's claim that 

"God does not hear· the prayer of the Jews" (Nov. 10, 1980); 

- produced a film, "The .Hiding Place," about Dutch Christians who 

saved Jews from the Nazis (1973); 

- as Honorary Sponsor of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, Graham 

pledged to fight anti-Semitism wherever it shows up" (Hay 1984). 

C 0 N V E R S I 0 N 

. . 
Billy Graham has preached the Gosp,el to more People in more places than 

~nyone since Jesus Christ. The world's most celebrated evangelist, his mis-

sion is to convert the world to Christianity. Yet, out of deep respect, he 

has consistently oppos.ed any organized effort to convert the Jewi"sh people. 

Gr.aham: 

- issued a number of pul:>l ic_. statements repudiat .il."9 the "Jews for Jesus" 

and "Messianic Jews" campaigns to evangelize the Jews (March 2. 197l: 

Oct. 1977); under. Fundamentalist pressures, he modified his statements, 

saying that "Christ alone is the way to salvation (Feb. 3, 1978); 

- invited Catholic and Jewish leaders (Archbishop Fulton Sheen and this 

writer) to join him in "Honor America Day" observances before the 

Lincoln Monument to dramatize his support of pluralism and American 

democracy (July .4, 1979). 
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s 0 t .A L A C T I V I S M 

Billy Graham's celebrity is based qn .preaching personal salvation. 

Yet, following consultations with Jews; among . others, he has become increas­

ingly involved in social and~umanitarian concerns. Graham has worked to: 

- improve race relations; 

- combat apartheid in South Afric~; 

- help Viet~amese boat people and other · refugees · in Southeast Asia and 

elsewhere; . 

- clarify church-state relations: 

- bring about nuclear disan:nament and arms controls "before Armageddon 

befalls us." 

Billy Graham consistently appears on the annual G~llup pol.I as the inPst 

admired individual in the United States, afte~ the Pr~sident . Through his 

crusades, TV and radio broadcasts, newspaper ·and magazine columns, he com­

mands the larges~ following in America of any single religious or civic leader. 

Every U.S. President. since ·Dwight Eisenhower -- Democrat or Republican 

has sought to connect with Or. Gra.hain, the charismatic "high priest" of 

mill ions of ·Middle Americans. Billy Graham's many books have sold millions 

of copies. 

Graham is clearly a person of enormous influence •- and mystery. His 

long-held ties. ·to Israel and to American Jews are vlrtual ly unknown. In 

the absence of hard information, m0st Jews h~ve . developed negative Images 

about him. One Reform rabbi wrote, "My image of the man was that of a wild 

raving fundamentalist evan~enst. 11 After a nieeting with him a~ranged. by 

/ 
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the author in 1969, the. rabbi confessed, "My hostile images of him were 

severely shattered . 11 

Hany evangelical 'Christians support Israel for Biblical reasons. At 

the same time, their re ti g ious cond it fon i ng promotes caricatures about Jews 

and Judaism· "Christ-ki ~ lers," Pharisees9 Judas, Shylock, wandering Jews 

purnished by God for not accepting Jesus as their Messiah. These evangelicals 
. . 

-- who are the fastest growing relig.ious movement in the United States --

generally admire Billy Gt:'a.ham for his religious messages; most have not 

caught up with his positive attitudes towards the Jewish people. 

This book intends t:o help both Jews and Christians face these unknown 

facts about Graham, ·revise their attitudes toward Graham and. each other, 

thereby contributing to cementing solidarity between both groups . 

Billy Graham, an international personality, has preached on every conti~ 

nent of the earth . He has met with Popes, k.ings, presidents, prime ministers. 

He has influence .on a global scale, especially among evangelical followers 

who flock to his crusades. 

This book will help achieve changes in attitudes and relationships in 

Americ.a as wel 1 as in.ternatlona_l ly. 

AUTHOR'S RELATIONSHIP TO BILLY GRAHAM •• The author, who has known Graham 

since 1967, has had the longest c~ntinuous relati~nship ~ith the evangelist 

of any 1 iving Jew. Bef.ore embarking on any act ivity involving Jews In the 

United States, Israel, the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe or elsewhere, 

Graham has invariably consulted with the author . 

/ 
/ 
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As a ·result,, the author has .a rich col lectiOn of .p·ersonal expedences 

on which this book is based. He a·1 so has a vo 1 um i nous correspondence with 

Billy Graha~, ~uch of which contains fascinating, hitherto unpublished, 

insights. Memoranda documenting Graham's inte·rventions with Presidents, 

the White House staff, State Department; and other governinent ·officials are 

prime resource materials. 

A collection of photographs show!ng Graha~ relating to Jews will be 

included in the book photos with Israeli leaders, U.S. Jews, meetings 

in Hungary, Poland, and the Soviet Union. These have never been published 

in a single collection. Photos of Graham's films about Israel ("His Land"), 

anti-Semitism and Nazis ("The Hiding Place") could also be included. Se-

lect ions can be made of hundreds· of newspaper. stories repqrt ing on Graham's 

activities in relations· to ·Jews a·n.d Israel • . 

Texts are available of Billy Graham's addresses on Jews., Israel, anti-

Semitism, and conversion. His magnificent ~peech at Auschwitz has not been 

pub I ished before ahd will be reprinted (or excerpted) in ·this book • 

.. The book will be about 50,000 We>rds, an .. estimated 200 pages. 

T H E M A R K E T 
. . 

This book ·appea.1s· to~ ·wide audience of Christians and Jews .. · There 

are an esti~ted 145 million Americans affiliated w·ith the churches and 

synagogues of this country. The evangelical Christian churches are the 

fastest growing religious group .in .the United States, numbering about 40 

mi 11 ion peop 1 e. 

Billy Graham's church denomination, the Southern Baptist Conventi.on, 

numbers some 13 mi 11 ion .People. There are 34,000 Southern Baptist churches, 
I 

/ 
/ 
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with a wide network of seminaries , colleges, and pastors' associations. 

(According to the Southern Baptist Handbook, the populations of the Sunbelt 

states grew 38% 1950-1970, while the population percentage of So.uthern Bap­

tists grew 64%.) The · Baptists have spread far · beyond the Southern and Bord~r 

states in recent years and there are now Baptists in all 50 states who are 

aligned with the Southern Baptist Convention . Today, the Southern Baptists 

are ~he largest Protestant denomination in the U. S •. 

There is a booming saJe of religious books among evangelical Christians . 

According to the Association of American Publ .i~hers, religious or inspirational 

books posted a sales increase more than twice as large as secular works . 

The largest s·e1 I ing titles in the nation during each of the last four years 

have had a religious .or inspirational theme. 

Billy Graham's book, Angels, which has sold close to 1.5 mill ion copies, 

was the biggest selling book in the late 1970s. {It was not listed on the 

New York Tin:ies or Washington Post "best-selling" 1 ists. Y The Christian Book­

sellers Association, a trade group consisting of mainly evangelical book 

stores and publishers, expects a 17 to 21 percent annual increase in reli­

gious book sales through 1~85 . 

There are several hundred "Christian" radio and TV stations that carry 

a large number of evangelica1 · programs, most of which are related to the 

National Religious Broadcaster~ Association. {The "700 Club, 11 the Christian 

Broadcasting Network (CBN), etc.) 

In contrast to· perceptions in the l°iberal, urba~ 1 iterary world, Billy 

Graham is a national hero among the millions of evangelical and traditional 

Christi ans . (inc 1 ud i ng many Cat ho 1 i cs.) Books by Bi 11 y Graham or about. him 

hav·e had extremely large sales. 
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This book is intended to reach into the extensive network of book-

buying Evaf1gelfca1 Christians. It is also "a natural" for the Jewi'sh com-

munity t~roughout the United States, which is notable for its. disproportion- · 

ately high .purchase of ·books, especially of Jewish interest. This book could 

well be a blockbuster among Jewish book-buyers, as well as · among the devoted 

followers of Billy ~raham. 

Susbstantial sales should be possible through promotions targeting 

Baptist and other Evangelical pastors,. adul.t and youth education classes, 

weekly Bible discussion classes, sunmer laymen's and youth ins~itu.tes. 

Evangelical and Chr.istian book stores exist in every city in the United States, 

and this book can be channeled through those outlets. 

There are now Baptist-Jewish dialogue groups -~ involving pastors and 

rabbis, Christian ~nd Jewish educators, seminarians, college faculty and 

students -- in most of the cities of the United States. This book can be 

used as the basis of many of those dialogues. 

As i~dicated above, Evangelical Christians today have the largest TV, 

radio, and audio-visual communications system of any religious group in the 

United States. This book could be ':the basis of TV and radio interviews, 

interreligious dialogues. The same would ~e true of the Evangelical print 

network -- weekly newspapers, maga.zines, journals. (Lists of all these 

electronic and media outlets are in the pos~ession of the American Jewish 

Conmi ttee.)_ 

Similarly, substantial sales possibilities exist in the Jewish com· 

munity. Areas of book promotion would be: rabbis, Jewish semin~ries, 

i 
/ 
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co 11 eges, a.du 1t and youth education c 1 asses. summer camps (Brandeis, Ramah, 

.National Fede rat ion of Temp le Youth, etc.)~ and synagogue . bo_ok. stores.. There 

is an As·sociation of Jewish College Professors who serve some 235 chairs of 

Jewi.sh Studies on secular university an.d college campuses across the country. 

This book could be Integrated into curricula courses on Modern Jewish History. 

Contemporary Rel iglon , Social Issues, etc. (These 1 tsts are available to me.) 

There ls a network of Jewish conmunity relations specialists, Jewish 

federations and welfare funds, Jewish civic defense agencies ~n some 800 

cities of the United States. The majority .of their lay and professional 

members are passionately devoted to Israel . rhis book would come .as a 

sensatt6o.;.- .· but also, as~ welcome and r~assuring r~velation. 

Each of these local · comnunal groups ~ponsors lecture series, seminars, 

forums (mini-versions ~f the 92nd St. Y lecture series) and invariably draw 

audfences of several hundred people. The author lectures extensively on 

th is lecture network around the U.S. 

These lectures are usually accompanied by press conferences, appear­

ances on local TV and radio interview and djscussion programs. A lecture 

series untertaken with the ·publication of "Billy Graham, the J~ws , and Israel " 

could have an electric effect in these communities (provided it first gets 

a major dramatic launching on national TV, radio, and pri:nt media.) 

ln addition to these large but specialized audiences, there will be a 

widespread interest in the material in this .book ·am0ng people Interested in 

·foreign policy, wor'ld affairs, and diplomacy. It s~ould also elicit .inter­

est In the world of college ·and universi"ty faculty and students -- in courses 

dealing with history, political science, religions, Anierican culture. 

' I 
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(The . autho~ also lectures extensively on college and .university campuses 

and a lecture-book sales program could be developed around this book.) 

As a resiJ:lt of his years of "·Crusades" overseas, Billy Graham has a 

following abroad In the hundreds of .thousands. It i.s quite possible· that 

there will be sales of this book in English overseas as well as in foreign­

language translations. The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association has local 

affi 1 iates in many c~untries in Europe, Latin ~rica, Asia, Africa, and 

the Middle East. It also has clergy and church connections in Eastern Eur-

ope as a resuJt of Graham's preaching in those countries in recent years. 

There is an International Evangelistic Association, founded by Billy Graham, 

with headquarters in Lausanne, Switzeiland. 

N A T I 0 N A L P R 0 H 0 T I 0 N 

This book could well become a national new~ event. Its revelat.ions 

for the first time about Bi 1.lY Grah~m•. s interventions with. 1 iving Presidents 

Nixon·, Ford, Carter, and Reagan in behalf of Israel, Soviet and 0th.er Jews, 

could lead to a· spate of interviews with. them about their responses to Graham. 

Stories could also be generated with Henry Kissinger, Vice-President 

Mondale, Zbignew Brezinski, and other White House and State Department people 

with whom Graham spoke about these subjects. Israeli leaders, including 

Abba Eban, Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres, Teddy l(o.llek, Simcha Dinitz, among 

others •- could be interviewed for responses to the is~ues raised by this 

book. 

Conceivably, fund~mental: ist and other evangelical leaders who have 
. . 

been concerned about these thi!mes ~ight also ~eact in the press and media 

-- the Rev.Jerry Falwel.1, the· Rev. Pat Robertson (70Q Club), Dr·. Robert 

Schu 11 er, etc. I 

I 
/ 
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The 'book w i :1 t probab 1 y st i mu 1 at~ controversy . in · the Jewish conmun i ty, 

especiall.y among .1 iberal and Reform Jews who are suspicious. of friendship 

of Evangel teal Christians toward Jews and ts·rael, seeing such · acts as ploys 

to soften up Jews for event~al conversion to Evangelical Christianity. 

Liberal Protestants and some 1 iberal Catho1 ics who are "Third World · 

·oriented" and unfrtend1y towards Israel and Evangelicals would undoubtedly 

also react publ lcly, thereby triggering. a national debate around the book. 

The author is prepared to interpret these issues and respond to the 

criticisms in the national print and electronic media. Should such interest 

be generated, t'he fol ~owing media-promotion opport.unit.ies would be possible: 

1) A national . Press conference for· newspapers, newsmagazines, TV and 

radio news-coverage (the Ameri'can Jewish Committee's highly. professional 

public relations department wou,ld assist ir:i this); 

2) · guest inter'views on TV network morning programs (Today Show; 

CBS Horning News, Good Morning America, Phil Donohue, etc. --· the author 

has appeared on each of these programs several times Jn the past): 

3) network religi'ous programs (CBS' "In Our Time;" NBC's First 

Estate; ABC 1.s· 11 o'irec:tionsi 1
; CNN; Christian Broadcasting Network; 700 Club, 

etc. -- the author has appeared many times on these programs, as well as 

on independent stations, including the ~hristophers, Catholic Satel 1 ite 

System: Joint Baptist Radio and TV Satellite System; Jewish Cable TV net­

work, etc.) 

4) local convnu.nity TV and radio news, talk shows, interre)t'ig:ious 

dialogues; 

5) in-depth newspaper and m~gazine. interviews on national and local 

/ ,. 
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levels, both general and religious media (the author and the AJC have ex­

tens ive con.tac~s ih all the electronicandp.rint med.ia nationally and locally.) 

6) Promotion mailings wHh book-sales coupons could be sent to ex­

tensive mailing lists in Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, Greek Orthodox, 
. . . ~ . 

and Jewish· communities, coth clergy and lay. (Such mailing lists are avail-

able at the American Jewish Committee ~ ) 
. . ~· .· 

T H .E A U T H 0 R 

For the past thirty years, the author has become widely acknowledge~ 

as the foremost Jewish spokesman in Jewish-Christian relations and in human 

rights and humanitari'an c.oncerns. 

In a cover-story, entitled, "The Ten Host Powerful Rabbis · in New York, 11
· 

New York magazine descri~ed the author as "the forenpst Jewish ecumenical 

leaders in the world today . 11 In a full-page interview, Newsweek mag.az.ine 

characterized him 11as the Jewish community's foremost apostle to the Gentiles · 

who has managed to elicit the support of all segments of the Jewish comnunity. 11 

. As nat ionall di rector of interrel igious affairs of the American Jewish 

C611'mittee for 25 years, the author pioneered in .creating prografT!s in l ibe.ral 

Protestant-Jewish relations (beginning in 1952), Catholic-Jewish relations 
·s 

(1960s), Evangel ical-.Jewish relations (late ~~60~-1970s), Greek Orthodox-

Jewish relations (19702), Black.:.Jewls-h relations .(1970s), and Hispanic­

Jewish relations (1980s). · As a result. he has developed one of the· most 

extensive networks of. persona·l and organ i zat i9na 1 ti es .with Chr lst i an, 

racial. and ethnic groups of any Jewish leader 'in the United States. 

Since September 'l983, he was "drafted" to serve as director .of Inter-

national relations of the AJC, and has been developing ties with U.S. 

-

-
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governmen~," congressional, U.N., foreign government, and world af_fairs groups. 

He w•s the only rabbi pres~nt as an Qfficial observer at Vatican Council 

11 (1962-65) which adopted the Vatican Declaration on Catholic-~ewi~h rela-

tions that con~emned anti-Semitism and caJ.led for "mutual respect and frater-

nal dialogue" between Cath_ol ics and Jews throughout the world. He was a 

founder and is an active member of the Joint Vatican-Inter.national Jewish 

Consultative Conmittee, and the Joint World Council of Churches-International 

. Convn i tt ee • 

From 1978 through 1980, he was a participant in a 14-member Citizens 

Commission on Indochinese Refugees that engaged i'n three fac·t-findiiig mis-

sions to Southeast Asia. That comnission of prominent American civic and 

religious. leaders brought back a series of recommendations to the White 

House and Congress that resulted in actions that have saved the lives of 

tens of thousands of Vietnamese boat people, ethnic Chinese, and Cambodians. 

He has been centrally involved in bringing aid to refugee~ in Biafra~ 

Nigeria, Somal ia:-Ethiopia, Uganda,' Afghanistan, Poland, the Soviet Union, 

Centra ~ and Latin America, p~rt i ~ularly now Cuban and Haitian re_fugees. 

. The author has a Jso helped org~n i zed i nternat iona 1 projects to re 1 t eve 

world hunger and UNICEF aid to starving and ill children In many parts of 

· the world. 

In connection with these activities, he has served on Presidential 

and .Whi .. te H~~se Cormrissions, and has testified numerous times on irnnigra_tlon, 

refugee, and -foreign pol icy issues be~ore the Senate foreign Relations 

·conmlttee and the House foreign Affairs Corrmittee. 
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He is popu 1 ar on the · 1 ectu re circuit and has been ca 11 ed "-the Abba . 

Eban of American Jewry." · He is quoted frequently in the press and on TV 

and rad io news programs. 

The author has received : .~merous national .awards ,- and holds 17 honor-

ary doctorates f,rom Christian , Jewish, and secular universities. 

He is the· author of hundreds of articles and monographs , and has pub-

lished or edited tlie follow1ing bOoks (among others) .: 

- Religious Values in an Age of Violence (Marquette University) ; 

- America~ Religious Values and the Future of America (Fortce~s · Press); 

Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation (Baker Book Company); 

Evangelicals and Jews in an Age of Pluralism (Baker Book Compa~y}; 

Sp~akin9 of God Today: Jews and Lutherans in Conversation (.Fortress 

Press ) ; 

- Torah and Gospel : Jewish and Catholic Theology in Dialogue (Sheed 

and Ward) ;. 

- The Jerusalem Colloquium on Religion, Peoplehood, Nation and Land 

(Hebrew University Press} ;' 

- Greek Orthodox-Jewish Consultation (Gree.k Ortho~ox Theological Review); 

- Holy · Year and Its Ori"gins in the Jewi 'sh Jubi l~e Year (Jubil_aeum, 

Vat ican Publishing Office) . 

The author ~.old.s a Bachelor of Science degr~e (in Pre.-Hedica1 Studies·) · 
. . 

from Yeshiva University (19~5) ; Ordinat ion, Kaster of Hebrew Literature, 

Doctor of Divinity from the Jewish Theological Seminary (1950) . He has 

taken post-graduate stl.!dies ~n· history and po·l itica1 scie11c~ at the N~ 

School for Social Research. 

/ 

/ 



Page 17 

He is married to Dr. Georgette Bennett, .. a prominent criminologist and 

television personality. He has three children by a previous marriage, Adena, 

Michael, and Susan. 

RESOURCES NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE BOOK 

Travel to Billy Graha_m,'s headquarters in Minneapolis 

- one week to review files on Grahams relations to Jews and Israel: 

· newspap~rs, .. magazine~, 1 etters, photogr.aphs, etc. 

Travel to Billy Graham Huseum in Wheaton, Illinois 

- one week to review same kind of files • 

. Meeting with lsra~li leaders involved· with Graham: Abba Eban, Teddy 

Kollek, Yitzhak.· Rabin, Simcha Dinitz, others for first-hand interviews on 

their relations with Billy Graham. 

Meetings with U.S. Government officals: Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, 

Jinmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, Henry· Kissinger ·, James Schlesinger, among 

others, for first-hand interviews {when and if possible). 

Meetings with Jews aided by Billy Graham: Soviet . Jews, Hungarian, 

Polish, Iraqi, etc. (when and if possible). 

Meetings with Bi 1 ly Graham and his staff at Hontre_a;,_ Horth Carolina. 

/ ,, 
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CltAPT.ER I 

I s RAEL I s II GREAT Es T FR I END it 

(25 pages ; 6-8 photos) 

On a chilled, crisp February morning in 1973, Biily Graham welcomed 

me Into his comfortable m0untalntop home in Montreat, North Carolina . He 

·led me directly Into his book-lined library, and turned his ·ta11. lean frame 

to his bookshelves. He pulled out a black, leatherbound volume and placed 

it In my hands . It was the Jerusalem Bible In the orlginal Hebrew with 

English translation. Graham opened the cover for me to see the inscription: 

"To my dear friend, Bi I ly, 

Golda. 11 

The signature was Golda Heir's, Prime Minister of Israel. She had 

brought that Bible from Jerusalem and presented it personally to Graham 

during one of her visits to the United States . It expressed the deep 

gratitude felt by the Prime Minister and her compatriots toward Billy 

Graham for his many acts of friendship for Israel since its founding. 

This chapter describes major events during Israel's 36-year history 

in which Billy Graham played a decisive role persuading Pres idents and 

other key U.S. officials to come to Israel's aid in times oi crisis. 

It tells the story of Graham's considerable personal influence wi th: 

President L~ndon 8. Johnson during the Stx-Day War In 1967; President 

Richard Nixon and Dr. Henry Kiss inger during the Yom klppur War of October · 

1973; President Gerald Ford and President Jimmy Carter at the Camp David 

swmiit talks ; and most recently, President Ronald Reagan . 

The chapter also details the differing qualities of relationships 

that Graham has had with each of these Presidents and other central I 
I 

I 
L 
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personallti~s who were involved in making decisions affecting Israel and 

her Arab neighbors. 

It concludes with accounts of Graham's personal friendships with 

major Israeli leaders ·- Golda Meir, Abba Eban, Henachem Begin, Yitzhak 

Rabin, Teddy Kollek, Simcha Dinitz, and many others . 

The chapter includes reports on Graham's visits to Israel and his 

experiences with many facets of current Israeli society. 

(Photos: Billy Graham at White House dinner with Golda Heir; Graham 

with Abba Eban_, Menachem Begin, Teddy Kollek, Yitzhak Rabin; Graham in 

Jerusalem .• ) 
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CHAPTER 11 

11)ilORK AND PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM" 

(20 pages; 6-8 photos) 

11Two years ago gave my wife (Ruth) a gold pendant on one stde of 

whkh ts inscribed in Hebrew, ' ·Pray for the peace of Jerusalem' and the 

same thing on the other side in English. 

"My elder son, Frankl in,. has been Jn the Middle East twenty-seven 

times. Hy eldest daughter, Bunny, and her husband went to Hebrew Univer-

sity and 1ived in Jerusalem for a year. Hy eldest son-in-law's grandmother 

is buried in Jerusalem. Thus we, as a family, have a very personal inter-

est in tha~ great city apart from its biblical and political significance. 11 

Graham disclosed his personal ties to .Israel during an address before 

the American Jewish COfllnittee in Atlanta, Georgia, on October 28, 1977 • 

. Subsequently, I learned that his son, Franklin, volunteered to serve in a 

non-combative role with the Israeli army during the Yorn Kippur War as an 

expression of h is corrmitment to Israel's survival. Bunny and her husband 

worked in an Israeli kibbutz to help relieve the manpower shortage. Gigi 

and her husband, Fred Dienart, have been making films about Jerusalem as 

a means of countering anti-Israel propaganda . 

This chapter reveals that Graham. in addition to his polltlcal inter-

ventlons, has engaged ln a number of Important efforts to .mobilize public 

support for lsrael~s cause among some 40 million Evangelical Christians 

In the United States. 

He spent an estimated $500,000 to produce a full-l~ngth fl1m about 

Israel and its people. Called His Land, the film was .an evangelical love 

; .,.-, _ ,.j.. """' ·· .. .- .. :_ 
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poem for Israel. It was shown before some 10 million Americans, usually 

in packed evangelical churches, with frequent responses of standing ovations. 

In April 1970, Prime Minister Gold HeirhadGraham•s film presented to 

the entire Israeli Cabinet. She wrote Graham, "Thank you for picturing our 

land as it is. 1 •ve never seen it so beautiful •11 

Readers will learn that His Land became a significant counterforce 

to I iberal critics of Israel who denounced that country's I ightning victory 

in the 1967 war as 11a Nazi-I ike bl itzkrieg11 against the Arabs. Graham's 

efforts were designed to oppose those critics o·f Israel who could identify 

with Jews as 11victims11 but could not tolerate Jews as 11victors11 or 11winners.11 

This chapter highlights some of Graham's other ,actions in support 

of Israel. For example, h"is setting up a travel program in which several 

hundred Evangelical Christians tour Is rae 1 monthly. Graham's is the largest 

organized program of Christian tourists to the Jewish State. 

The chapter concludes with Billy Graham's moral dilemma in the Middle 

Ea·st. An evangelist with a world-wide mission, he is concerned for evangel-

ical Arab Christians who are subjected to harsh pressures by Arab govern-

ments when Graham supports Israel. At the same time, his love for Israel 

is central to his identity as a devout evangelical Chdstlan. That ls why 

Graham's interventions for Israel with the White House have been mostly 

private and unpublicized -- until now. 

(Photos: Evocative stills from His Land; Graham and his children in Israel.) 

.l .. .;.,. . 



CHAPTER 111 

"ONLY ONE MAN CAN SAYE MY. RUTH I E11 

(25 pages; 5 photos) 

Rivka Aleksandrovich is a s·hor·t, squat dynam0 of a woman. Born i'n 

Riga, Latvia, some 48 years ago,· she taught English during her later resi­

dence in Moscow. She was· al lowed to leave fo.r Israel in the late 1960s 

when Russia opened its gates for large Jewish emigration. 

In May 1971, Rivka caine to the United States on a mother's mission of 

mercy. Her 2J-year-old d~ughter, Ruth, a trained nurse, was imprisoned 

in the brutal Potma Prison by the KGB. She was charged ~ith an "anti­

Soviet act" -- buy.ing a Hebrew Bible on the black market. Ruth was suffer­

ing from· asthma and nephritis. ·Her mother feared that Ruth would die unless 

she could be released sh6rtly from that dank hard labor camp. 

In a· New York hotel room, Rivk~ confronted me forcefully. "My Ruthie 

will die in months, maybe weeks, unless we can get her out. Only one person 

can save her. 11 She held up her forefi"nger :i_n my f~ce. 11The number one man 

in the United States, only he can save my Ruth.ie." . And" she added in words 

th.a.t both commanded arid imp 1 ored, 11You must get me to · him. 11 

The "him" was Presi·dent Richard Nixon. And the only door to Nixon, 

Rivka was per.suad_e.d, was Bi 1 ly Graham. 

This chapter begins ~ith the narrat- iv~ of how the author arranged a 

meeti.ng b.etween Rivka Aleksandrovich and Billy· Graham in the Chicago Hilton 

Hotel. It describes· their meving "prayer meeting11 together, and then te11s 

how Graham reached Henry Kissinger with Rivka's appeal for her dau·ghter. 

Kissinger inter~ene·s- with Sovi~t· Ambassador Anatoly Dobrinin. Six months 

later Ruth A1eksandrovich is released from Potm!'l Prison and is reunited 

with her parents in l~rael. 



·. 

CHAPTER 111 (2) 

The mid~fle part of this chapter describes a series of episodes in 

which Billy Graham made personal effor~s to help endangered Jews . It de-

tails meetings that the au~hor helped arrange for Billy Graham with Jewish 

leader.s in Hungary (Sept. 1977); his dramatic visit to Auschwitz (Nov. 1978) . . 

and his encol!nter witti" the remnant Polish Jewish community; his controver­

sial visit to the Soviet Union (May 1982) and his dialogue with Russian 

Jewish .leaders . . 

It also reports on his efforts to ~elp save other Russlan Jews (1972); 

Iraqi Jews (June 1969); his actions to release Israeli POWs in Egypt and 

Syria (1973); and his participation in a memorial service in San Francisco 

for Israeli athletes killed by PLO " terror)sts in the Munich O~ympic games. 

(PhotosofGrcrham witb Soviet Jews; Hungarian Jewish leaders; in Auschwitz., 

in the USS~.) 



CHAPTER IV 

"JEWS ARE THE APPLE OF GOD'S EYE" 

(20 ·pages; 2 photos) 

The year 1973 _was· ·a pivota.1 year for America. Early in the year 

former President Harry Truman died. Richard Nixon was inaugurated for a 

second term. American mi 1 itary involvement in Vietnam came to an· end. 

Former President Lyndon Johnson died. There was the emotion-charged return 

of. the POWs . And then Watergate c~st its pall over the nation . 

In October, the Mid-East War exploded. 

With all . ~hat turmoil, the Amer lcan Jewish community was confronted 

by an additional anxiety. In January 1973, a group of evangelical Christian 

leaders launched "Key 73, 11 . a nationwide campaign "to call the continent tq 

Christ. " 

Zealous·evan9elists 9 rgal"!ized missionary campaigns in every major city 

and state in .the count·ry whose purpose was to convert America into 11a Chris-

tian nation. 11
· Special effo.rts were undertaken to evangelize the. Jewish 

co~munity, particularly. young Jews. 

Fanatic missi6naries from the Campus Crusade for Christ, and other 

si milar prosely.tizing· groups, began to make life· unbearable for Jewish 

students in hign schools and on college campuses. (Illustrative episodes 

will be depi~ted.) When Jewish students resisted effo~ts to convert them to 

Christianity, some youthful evangelists l;>ecam·e openly anti-Semiti'c . 1181 ind 

Jews, 11 "hard-hearted ~ews, 11 th~y ch_arged.. I ri a number of instances they 

actually began to ostracize Jewish students . 

Billy Graham had jus~ returned from a series of Crusades in various 

parts of America, and became disturbed by what ·he had seen and heard . In / 

r 
_I 
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early February of that year, 

him~ 

received an unexpected telephone call from 

"Marc, I'm very upset about what has been happening to Jewish peopl_e 

as a result of Key '73. · I hear that it's leading to some anti-Semitism by 

young evangelical zealots. That can't be allowed to go on. I need to talk 

w i th you • 11 
· 

He asked me to visit with him in his home in Montreat. On the cold 

morning of February 27, 1973, · I took a plane to Charlotte. T.W. Wilson, 

Graham's closest a.ide, met me at the airport and drove me in a stationwagon 

to tne Graham home. 

"Since we began · our dialogue some time back, 11 Graham said , ."I 1ve b~en 

giving a lot of thought and prayer to what ought to be the Christian's atti­

tude toward the Jew~sh people. I've been studying the Bible with that thought 

in mind. I'm now convinced -that many of our ·theological attitudes toward 

Jews have been ~inful. We Christians have frequently been reading into the 

Bible what is not there. We have to he.ar what the Bible says to us, and not 

read our biases into the aible. 

"As far as I can see," Graham a_dded, "nowhere does the Bible tell us 

that Judaism is. to come to an end with the birth of Christianity. And no­

where do I find that we Christians are obligated to convert the Jewish people 

out of existence. 11 

And then G~aham took a Bible, placed it in his lap, and read aloud 

two passages. The one from Deuteronomy 7 says, 11God's covenant with Israel 

is forever, e~erlasttng. 11 The passage. from Psalm 89 states that God has made 

a covenant wit_ti David and it is as permanent as the rising of the sun and 

the setting of the moon . (Quote .exact passages . ) 
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Graham looked up from the Bible and said to me, "Marc, the . Bible's 

messag~ . is clear and unmistakable. The Jews are God's chsoen people, and 

He has a special,' permanent relationship with the Jewish people. As Carrie 

ten Boom (Dutch evangel ica1 ~ma~) once said, 1The Jew·s are the apple of 

God ' s eye·. ' 11 

1 ' responded at once, "Billy, appreciate very . much what you have 

just said, . and I am deeply move~ · by your honesty and your spirit. It would 

be extremely important if · you would make a public statement along the lines 

of what you have just said to me. lt ·would help clear the air immensely 

around all the confusion and bitterness that ~as developed as a result of 

the Key 73 campaign • 11 

Graham stood up, went to his desk and returned with a yellow pad . 

He bega~ sket ching out a statement that w<>uld b~come his official. stand on 

Key 73 and campaigns to converi the Je~s: 

Within the week , Graham's ·offices in Minneapolis issued his stateme~t 

. to the nation's press ~ (Q.u9te full · text.) 

The cruclal passage said: 

i 1AJong .with most evangel ica1 ChriS'tians , I believe God has always 

had a special relationship with the Jewi sh peopJe, as ~t. Paul suggests in 

the Book of Romans . In 1 i ght of that, I have never fe 1 t ca 11 ed to d.i rect 

m.Y evangelistic efforts to· Jews or any· other particular gro4p. 11 

This chapter will analyze other elements i°n this statement regar'ding 

deceptive tactics of missionaries, and his eorm\itment to religious plural i ·sm. 

It ·quotes. other positive· statements Graham· has made about Jews and 

Judaism: 
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"As soc>n as I· began to stu~y the Bible in earnest, 

debt owed to ·Israel, to Judaism, and the Jewish. people . 

di scoven~d the 

". Evangel ieal · Christjans· especially have an ·affinity for the Jews be­

c~use the ~ible they love is essential~y . a Jewish b6ok written under the · 

influence qf God's Spirit. One theologian has said: 'Remove the New Testa­

ment books written by the ·Jews and only two remain, Luke and Acts. Remove 

every Jewish concept, every Jewish influence from the New Testament; and on)y . 

a quotation here and there from a pagan source is left, scarcely enough for 

a short pa.rag.raph, 1 
" 

·(Fron:i Graharn•s address before the American· jewish Committee in Atlanta., 

Oct. 28, 1977.) 

The chapter describes the controversy that ensued after Graham issued 

his Key 73 statement that was publis~ed widely in the nation's pr~ss N.Y. 

Times, Wash . Post; Time, Newsweek, -AP·, and the major religious press of the 

c~untry. It discusse~ the bitter attack by the Jews for Jesus gro~p. and 

Graham's response. 

The chapter concludes with an analysis of how these attitudes of 

Graham have affected his actions toward Israel, and -toward anti-Semitism. 

(Photo : Graham and Tanenbaum at press conference.) 
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Au s c H w I T z - II A . 8 L 0 T 0 N. TH E w H 0 L E H u HAN RA c E II 

(2a p~g~s; 4 photos) 

11My visit to Auschwitz will certainly be one of the most unforget­

table events of my 1 ife. ·.The memory of the incredible horror which .toqk place 

here will be burMed 6n my mind and hea~t as long as I live. I have read much 

about Auschwitz, but -nothing c~uld have prepared me for the revulsio~ and 

depression ·that I feel here. at this moment. 11 

~illy and Ruth Graham. went to Auschwitz on October 12, 1978. They 

· walked hand io hand past the enqless · rows of barbed-wire fences, the human 

cages called 11 la9ers. 11 and they stared with vacant eyes into the barbaric 

horror symbolized by the crema.toria. Then, they fell on their knees and 

prayed that God "rebuke the power-s of the devil. •• that did this evq." 

At the gates of Auschwitz, ' they issued a statement to the world's 

press. In their deeply moving text, they called "Auschwitz more than a place 

-- it is a blot on the whole human race. 11 They asked that the world learn 

lessons from the barbarism of Auschwitz: 

"Yes.terday it was the Jews, ·the. Poles, and the peoples of many na­

tions • . lomorrow it may be other minorities of other lands. But what is 

more terrifying is that. tomorrow it may not be just ethnic or religious 

. minorities, but i·nstead, entire nations." 

The pilgrimage to Auschw.itz was the capstc;>ne of decades-long efforts 

by Billy Graham to combat anti-Semitism. 

This chapter describes the state of anti-Semitism among fundamental­

ist and evangelical Christians based on recent studies. It analyzes the role 

that traditional Christian teachings on alleged . ~ollect .ive Jewish. guiit for 

the death of Christ have played in forging anti~Semitic · views -among millions 

of Christians. 
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It then cites major statements of Graham reje.ctil'lg these classic 

.Christian anti-Semitic views; for example.: 

"Anti-Semitism, no matter what its origi·ns, . no matter where it is 

found, is a blatan~· denial of God in the Jew. It must be repudiated. We 

must attack any shred of anti-Semitic discrimination. We must purge ourselves 

completely of this foul blemish from a former period of apostasy." (Dec. 1967.) . . 

Openin~ a .f!ve-day crusade in Charlotte, North Carolina, Graham de-

cl·ared before ·15,000 people: 

"Christians · should not ever 'blame the Jews• for the cruc;ifixion of 

Jesus. The Romans crucified him •11 (April 1972.) 

tn ·r~ponse to a letter from 'the author welcoming his rejection of 

the 11Christ-kil ler11 charge, Graham wrote: 11 1 have made a point of doing this 
. . 

in every sermon th~t 1· preach concerning the death of Jesus Christ •11 

· This sectio~ descrlbes in detall Graham's full ~osition in .opposing 

the t heological roots of. anti-Semitism • .. 

It quotes the text of a milestone resolution adopted by the Southern 

Baptist Convention in 1972, and cites Graham's public response to it: 11 1 am 

totally, complete·ly, and irrevocably opposed to anti-.Semitism. 11 

The next part rec9rds G~ahams• criti~al reaction to . anti~Jewish images 

in the film, Jesus Christ Superstar .• . It reports on the fi Tm, The Hiding Pl~ce , 

which Graham had hi.s film company produce as an antido.te to anti-Semitism. 

(The film narrates the 1 ife of Corrie ten .Boom, an evangelical Dutch Christian 

woman who saved. J~ws from Nazi death squads .because she believed "the Jews 

are the apple of God'~ eye. 11
) 

It refers to Grahams• rejections of Southern Bapti~t Pastor Bailey 

Smith's wic;lely-publ. i~iz~d commen~, "God does not hear the prayer of the Jews." 
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The chapter c 1oses· with a quote from Grahanj' s· 1 etter of acceptalic.e 

to serve on the ·u.s. Holocaust Memorial Commission i·n which tie pledges to 

fight anti-Semi~i~m any~her~ that it rears its ~ead ·{May · 1984~) 

(Photos: Billy and Ruth Graham at Auschwitz; still from Jesus Christ Super­

Sta r; photos from The Hiding PI ace·. ) 
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AMERICA - "WE NEED EACH OTHER" 

· (25 pages; 2 photos) 

It was July 4, 1979. The site -- the west front steps of the Capitol, 

imm.ediately before the Dome • . Billy Graham organized "Honor America Day" to 

celebrate our n,;;ttipn's bir~hdayand to!'lake a stat~er.it about the s~·ul of America. 

{twas a dazzling extravaganza -- part religious, part patriotic. ·it 

was highl ighed by stars from television (David Hartman, the toastmaster), 

Hollywood (Bob Hope and "company), the United States Army Band and .Chorus, and 

representatives from "B.ig Business" (J. Walter Harriott of the Marriott Hotel 

chain.) 

Before the Capitol steps,. an estimated_ 150,000 Americans from all 

walks of 1.ife clustered together under a ·brilliant hot sun. To give public 

expression to the religi"ous and ethnic diversity of America,-Graham invited 

a cross-section of religious and racial , leaders to take part in the program 

·Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen lbr the Catholics; Elder Ezra Taft Benson for the 

Mormons; Rev. John T. Tavlarides for the Greek Orthodox; this writer for the 

Jews; Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks for the blacks; and Lynda Johnson Robb for women. 

Then Graham delivered the keynote talk: 

Quoting President John -F . Kennedy, he said, "We need not independence, 

but interdependence 

I iberty of al 1. 11
· 

not the individual liberty of one, but the indtvisible 

"We need .a new spirit of love in our I-and a spirit of love between 

the races, between the generations, between all the citizens of this great 

melting pot we call America. We need to work together and learn what it 

means to depend on each other as well as on oursel~es. We need ~ach other, 

whatever our ethnic an~ religious bac~ground." 
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· Th1~ ~hapter analyzes the evolution of Billy ~raham's attitudes about 

America as 11a Christian nations" to his present acceptance of the religious 

pl~ralism of t~is country. 

·it details Graham's views toward church-state relations and such key 

issues as prayer in the public schools, abortion, tuition tax credit, pornography, 

and censorship. It cites his conversations with _recent Presidents on the:seques-

. tions, particula.rly with Ronald Reagan during th~ publ. ic controversies ·on these 

themes. 

It also defines his distinctive approach toward .these matters in 

contrast to those of th~ Rev. Jerry Fa.lwell and the Moral Majority • 

. ~n historical section briefly traces Gra.ham's vi .ews to the 18th 

century struggle of ·_American ~vangel ical Baptists and Methodists for religious 

liberty. It acknowledges Graham's awareness .·that Arneri~a · owes th~ First Amend­

ment of the ·Bill of Rights to the founding Baptist, Roger Williams, and his 

successors in Virginia. It documents tha~ Graham is clos•r to the historic 

Baptist tradition of the separation of .church anq state than are Jerry Falwell 

and his . fo~low·ers. 

(Photos: Billy Graham; Archbishop Fulton .. Sheen, Marc Tanenbaum; Honor America 

Day - Bi lly Graham and Marc ta~enbaum.} 
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"BE INTOLERANT TO MORAL EVIL" 

(20 pages; .2 photos) 

Dr. Bill Bright, founder of the aggressi~e Campus Crusade for Christ, 

came to my office one morning in February 1973. The short, dapper evangelist 

who was the sparkplug behind Key '73 (see chapter ·rv) was deeply agitated. 

His dream to convert America to eva·ngel ical Chr:istianity .in 1973 

w~s becoming a nightmare. Ever-ywhere he traveled, Bright told me, he found 

that "the Jews are secularizing America." In hi°s frustration and anger, 

Bright . began scapegoating American Jews for the· 11moral breakdown". of our · 

country. 

Bill~ Graha~ was appalled by that thinly-veiled, classic anti-

Semitism~ He reje~ted the ~tereotypic connection between Jewishness and 

public immorality. 

This chapter sets forth Billy Graham's theories about the causes of 

moral decline in Am~rica, and his proposals to Christi.ans and Jews for 

joining in countering it. 

"In moral issues, 11 Graham stated in an address on October 28, 1977, 

in Atlanta, Georgia, "permissiveness and self-indulg.ence have often made us · .. 

morally soft, and devoid of conviction~ We have become accustomed ·to un-

bel .ievable crime, the drug culture, po~nography, obscenity, family breakdown, 

_ghettoes, racism, poverty, pollution and the deep spiritual cry of our young 

people in the midst of their rebel 1 ion·. 11 

Graham's views regarding secularism in America .;._ "meaningless 

broadmindedness; ethical relativism, and ambiguous sentimentalism ." 

are surveyed . 
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The cha_Pter goes oil to descri bt;· Grah~m'. s recormiendat ions to Chdst i ans 
. . 

and Jews for bdnging·_ about a change of moral consciousness amo·ng Americans ~ 

It conclu<;les by contrasting Graham's approa~h . to the "social agenda" with 

those of Bill Bright and. the M()ral Hajority·•·s Je~ry . Falwell .wh~ seek to 

impose their sectarian views through legislation. 
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11 REL I EVE THE OPPRESSED" 

(15 pa~s ,· 2 photos) 

The American Ambassador to Thailand, Horton Abramowitz, and his spunky 

wife, Sheppie, are deeply caring people. They played a central role in 

helping relieve the suffering of hundreds of thousands of pathetic· Vietnam­

ese boat pe9ple. 

l·n December 1978, they hosted a dinner in the elegant American Em­

bassy in ~angkok for the Citizens Convnission on Indochinese Refugees. We 

were a group of fourteen American civic and rel.igious leaders on a fact­

finding missio!'l for the lnternationaf Rescue Committee. Among the ·leaders 

of the group were James Michener, the novelist: Wi.11 iam Casey, now head 

of the CIA; Leo Cherne, the economist; Ambassador Cecil Lyons; former 

~mbassador tb Chile and then Sri Lanka; John Richardson, former Under­

secretary of State; Bayard Rustin, the civil . rights activist and this 

writer. 

We had been visiting refugee camps . .in Hong Kong, Thai 1 and •. Ma 1 ays i a, 

Indonesia, and the Phillipines. Several of the countries had refused to 

re,ceive the hapless refugees. Singapore was one. Refugees were turned 

back to the South China Sea where many drqwned or were robbed or rap'ed by 

pirates. 

As we sat down to- dinner, one of Ambassador Abramowitz' aides 

casually ann~unced, "Billy Graham is opening a week-long crusade in Singa­

pore tonight." 

Then the Amba.ssador said, "I wish we could get to him. We need all 

the help we can get to persuade the Singapore authorrties to change their 

pol icy and start taking in some of the boat people." : 
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"I know Billy Graham," I sa.id to Ambassador Abramowitz~ "We are 

good -friends. I .1 11 be ·glad to talk to h_im. 11 

The chapter tel ls how the American EmbCiSSY in Thai I and rea_ched 

Graham through the U.S. Embassy in Singapore and describes our conversa­

tion: 

explained to Graham wh~t our .missio~ was about, and asked him if 

he woul_d talk about the terrible plight of the boat people during his 

sermons in Singapore. 

11 1 should have thoug'ht of that myself," Graham said. "Of course·, 

will. That's a Christian responsibility. You Jewish people· are often 

more Christian in your compassion than we Christians. ~ 1 

He then agreed that he would express his concern about the need 

to welcome refugees .• to tl:ie S'ihgapore Government people he would be meet­

ing with during the week . 

After we hung I.IP, Ambassador Abramowi"tz. said: 

11That's fantastic! An Am~rican Ambassador who is a Jew arranges . 

for a Rabbi to talk with the world's leading Christian evangelist about 

how to save the lives of Buddhist Vietnamese refugees ••• " 

"Only in Americal 11
• I remarked. 

This chapter goes on to analyze the transformation of Graham's 

views about social justice -- from his early p.ietist concerns about private 

salvation-only to~ convict1bn about evangelical Christian r~sponsibility 

for social justice and human needs. It then· prov-ides a brief historical 
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section tracing evangelical involvement in social we1far~ . to the early 

days. of America' s founding. 

It also spells out- Graham's growing involvement as part of that 

tradition in practical aid to the poor, blacks, and the elderly. It .pro­

vides information about Graham's creation of several relief a·gencies, 

among th~, the Samaritan's Purs.e and World Med,ical Missions whic:h his son, 

Franklin, Qirects. 

The chapter concludes with. references to G~aham 1 s continuous reli­

a'nce on the Hebr·ew Prophets as the moral source for his social actions. 

(Photos: Graham at Singapore crusad~; ; tanenbaum with Vi~tnamese boat 

people.·) 
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MOSCOW - ·11 SUPP1N:G WITH POWER LEAVES SPOTS" 

. . (20 pages; 2 photos) 

~n March 10, 1982, Billy Graham came to . the Church Center for the 

United Nations for a festive luncheon. · John M. Templeton; a devout Presbyter-

ian lay~n ~ho established the successful Templeton Mutual Funds, announced 

that Graham was the rec·ipient ·of the 1982 Templeton Foundation Prize for 

Progess in Religion. The award for $200,000. rep.utedly the lar,gest in the 

world, was to be presented to Graham in London on May 11. 

An ecum_enital .. gathering of religious and civic. leaders were present 

to honor Billy Graham. Among those who spoke. i.n tribute _to Graham were the 

Rt. Rev. John Allin of Memphis, Tennessee, presiding bishop of the Episcopal 

Church in the U;S.A.; Archbishop lakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Arch­

diocese of North and South America.; Archbishop John Gerety of the Catholic 

Diocese of Newark, New Jersey; and this writer for the Jewish convnunity. 

)n res~onding to the· tributes, ·Graham said crypticall~ that he 

':might have news11 soon about "religion fn the Soviet Union. 11 Graham referred 
. . 

to the controversy over an invitation .he received from the Russian Orthodox 

Church to preach at the .extravagantly bi 1 led, "World Conference of Rel igi_ous 
. ~ . 

Workers for Saving · the ·Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe." The confer-

ence was to be held May 9-15 in Moscow. 

During the Templeton luncheon , I was sitting next to Jeane Kirk-

patrick, who represents the Reagan Administration at the United Nations. She 

told me that members of the White House staff .were concerned about Graham's 

going to Moscow. · They were sure. that the Soviets would exploit him for their 

propaganda purpos~s. She said she knew that Graham and I were good friends, 
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and she asked if wc:>uld tell Graham that she would. rike to meet with him 

to talk about the Moscow Peace Conference. (Amba~sador Kirkpatrick had to 

leave early to attend a UN session, and therefore could not discuss her 

concerns directly with Graham at the time.) · 

After . the 1.yncheon and the speeches, Bi 1 Jy came over to me ·and asked 

if we could sit down somewhere . in a c;o.r..ner and discuss the proposed trip 

to Russia. 

Graham and I went off to a private room and talked for about an ~our. 

He want~d . to talk about his d:iremma, the confl°icting pressures on him, and 

he asked my ~dvice. 

Since the mid-1970s, Graham has been making important speeches about 

the nuclear threat to the survival of mankind. At the "Honor .America Day" 

ceremony "(see chapter VI), Graham told a large audience that included 

Congressmen and Senators, 11We are the first ·generation to be told that we 

may be the last . One m·iscalculation by one of the world 1 s governments 

cou Id des·t roy the ·world • 11 

This chapter discu~ses the author's conversation with Graham about. 

the importance of hii confronting the Soviet authorities and Russian peopl• 

with his convictions· about nuclear d.i.sar.mar:nen·t. and human rights. It details 

what Graham actually preached in Moscow_, ·the furor that exploded over his 

loo_se statements about religious freedom "-in Russia. It refers to his meet-

ing with Russian Jewish Jea·ders in Moscow who were infiltrated by the KGB. 

It reviews Graham's defense of his Moscow trip against sharp criti-

cism such as that of his fellow Baptist preacher; Bill. Moyers, whc) said on 

a national TV broadcastt 1'lt was not easy (for Billy Graham) to sup with 

i 
i 

I 

i 
I 

! 
I 
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power and get up without spots. 11
· (Graham's response. "Bill would certainly 

know .about that. ~ .He's supped with power quite a ·lot ••• ") 

·· The . chapte~ conclude~ ~ith an evaluation of the change in Graham's 

views from his sin:ipl istic ant _i-communism in 1954. ("either commu11ism .must 

die, _o·r Christianity must die") to his present convictions about detente 

and global . co-~xistence • . It cites ~is statements about violence, terrorism, 

and the Hebrew Prophets.1 imperative~ for pea'ce as a condition for human sur-

vival. 

(Photos: Billy Graham preaching in Moscow; Graham with Russian Jewish 

1 eaders.) 



CHAPTER X 

"GIVE HE TOMORROW" 

(15 pages; 1 photo) 

"It was 42 below zero one morning during the Korean War . A huge 

Mari'ne was eating cold beanswi:th his ' trench knife. His clothes were stiff 

as a board. His face, co~ered with a heavy beard, ~as crusted ~ith mud. A 

war correspondent asked him: 

'If I were Gbd and ~9uld grant you anything you wished, what would 

you 1 ike most?' 

11The man. stood motionless for a moment, then he raised his head and 

replied, 

11 'Give me tomorrow.• 11 

Billy Graham told that story to a group of Jewish leaders in Atlant~, 

Georgia, in· October 1977. Through that anecdote, he was expressing hi s op­

.timism about .the future of Christian-Jewish Telatiohs and hi'~ hope for a 

j ust America". 

This chapter summar.izes the catalytic role Billy Graham has played 

since the 1960s in helping overcome misunderstandng between Evangelicals 

and Jews and in .building ·a new respect, mutual acceptance and friendship be­

tween the two communities~ 

It recaps Billy Graham's legacy "for tomorrow11 •-toward: 

- America's relationship with Israel; 

He 1 ping ·soviet Jews and · other end~_ngered . Jewi s~ communities; 

- Combat~ ing ant'i-Semi ti sm; 

- Turning from proselytism toward a new attitude of respect 

toward the Jewish people and Judaism; 
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- Strengthening America's democratic plural'ism and church-state 

' separation; . 

Rebuilding the mi:>ral · quality of. 1 ife in America; 

- Advancing social just.ice for the deprived . an~ suffer.'ing; 

- Proc:ooting the .cause of 1 iberty and w9rld peace. 

. . 
The chapter conc·ludes with a trib'ute· to Billy Graham "as the single · 

· greatest friend of tt:ie Jew'ish people and of Israel that the Christian world 

has ' produced in the 20th century. 11 
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BILLY G_RAHAM, THE JEWS, AND ISRAEL 

by M~rc H. Tanenbaum y1) 

' October 1973. The Yom Kippur war is raging in the Middle East. 
Eg,YJpt crosses· the Suez Canal. Syria launches a surprise attack 
on Israel in the North. Israel's missile supply .is dangerously low. 
Her armed forces are threatened wtth defeat. 

In Wash.mngton, Secretary of State,Henry Kissinger,and 
Defense Secretary,James Schi!esinger, .furiously debate whether to 

give Israel an emergency shipment of missiles. President Nixon 
refuses to meet with or take telephone calls from American Jewish 

leaders . 

Desperate, Israel's Prime Minister, Golda Meir, calls the one 

American whom she believes can help : Dr . Billy Graham. Graham 
agrees to intervene. He dials the direct line to the President. 
Richard Nixon answers. 

II rt have . just spoken to Golda Meir' II Graham tells Nixon. 
" Israel 's very survival is at. stake. They must get those missiles 

at once ••• Mr. President, the future of' Israel is in your hamis. 
God wants you to do this. He ·will never forgive you if Israel falls •11 

President Nixon hangs up the 
planes are bound for Israel filled 

' 

phone . Within 24 hours, U.S. 
with shipments of missiles. 

Within days, Israel turns back her enemies. 

Dr. Billy Graham - next to the late Pope John XX:III - has 
been and continues to be the single greatest friend of the Jewish 
pvople and of .Israel that the Christian world has produced 
in the 20th century . 
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This book tells the unknown story of Billy Graham's 

love affair with the Jews, covering hhe period 1967 until 

the pressnt. It documents for the first time Graham's alli~nce 

with Jews in relation to Israel, endanger·ed Jewish communi tti.es, 
anti-Semitism,· conversion, and social issues .• 

ISRAEL 

Billy Graham's personal friendships. with major Israeli 
leaders include Golda Meir, Abba Eban, Menachem Beigin, Teddy 
Kolle·k, Yi tzhak Rabin, Sime.ha D~ni tz, and many others. Graham's 
sons and daughters have been deeply involved in helping build 
and defend Israel. 

For religious and personal reasons, he intervened with 
American presidents on many occasions to come to Israel's 

aid: 
~~ 

-During the 1967 war, he ±BX.KZJ[J[NIUi persuaaed Lyndon B. 
Johnson to provide military aid to Israel when five Arab 
nations attacked the Jewish State; 

;.:z;,._. . ....,. _......~:.:__-

---=In 1969, .he asked President Nixon during a visit in 
Key Biscayne to stand· firm in his support of Israel, 
saying, "No combination of powers will dislodge Israel 
because God is with them; 11 

~s~ 
· -In June 1970, Secretary of State Rogers announced that 

urgently-needed fighter planes would be withheld from 

Israel. Billy Graham met with President Nixon at the 

San Clemente White House, then reported that the .planes 
would be ~;trBftEi tnact !I e-v.~~was=goirtg=t·o '"'Oe "'1:lT-rx5h·t; 1 

-In Octobe r 1973, at the time of the ·Yom Kippur war, he 
spoke "three times by telephone with President Nixon" 

~ 

stressing Israel's pe:a;::W£;;.1'a.T needs, especially her 
• 

military requirements." He told the president on Oct. 28th 

that the "majority of Evangelicals were strongly supportive 

~~of Israel" and would want h~m to b~ so. 
- - In 1977, he counseled Pre sident Jimmy Carter not to imvolve 

the Sovie~ Union in a Geneva Peace Conference on tbe Middle 
East on risk of alie~ating some 40 million Evangelicals. 
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Billy Graham helped I srael in other ways as well when he: 

-influenced release of Israeli POWs from Egypt and Syria; 
. ' 

-repudiated publicly PLO terrorism anq condemned the UN's 
11 Zionism is racism11 resolution; 

-spent $500,000 to produce what is widely acknowledged to be 
one of the most beautiful and sympathetic films about Israel, 
11 His Land," as a means of mobilizing Evangelical Christian 
solidarity with 11God's Promised Land to the Jews.'' 

~- _ ENDANGERED JEWS 

Billy Graham has responded spontaneously to Jew~ in need 
in many parts of the world. He: 

-called on the White H0use in June 1969 to help save the 

threatened Jews of Iraq; 
Soviet 

-collaborated with Dr. Henry Ki_ssinger in freeing/Jews from 

the dreaded .Potma prison (1971, 1972); 

-wrote a publi~ appeal for emigration of ·soviet Jews to Premier 
Brezhnev1 . ....+=~ma.~--r~ j ~-- ··-v~--~-~':l.'"57 

~attended synagogue memorial services in San Francisco in 
Sept. 19.72 for Israeli athletes massacred at the Munich 
Olympics by the. PLO. 

Dr. Graham, as a condition of ~conducting his crusades 
in~........_ Soviet bloc countries, insisted that he be allowed "'fc, .· 
~~ .... ,.......:.:..H.~.;D 

meet with Jewish leaders: 

- In Hungary, he -met with Hungarian Jewish representatives 
~..,-----.(Sept. 27, 1977); held a prayer service for Holocaust. survivors; 

=In Pailand, he made a pilgrimage to Auschwitz (Oct. 20, 1978); 
issued strong pu~lic statements pondemning Nt:!zism and anti­
Semi tism; met with elderly Polish Jews; 

-In the Soviet Union, he required that Soviet authorities 
allow him to meet with Soviet Jews (Ma,y 9,1982). 
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( ANTI-SEJIUTISM . . 

r-<:;:r decad:"sJ) Billy Graham ha~be·en unrelenting in his 

L conde';natio1't,,.,~Semiti~"t..1-.I!--- 'fl~-e!F 
a t·t-±-'t~lL~~ ... ~-~.%:UaJ~~~JL~~~~~-4<"CJJ.{!1.'"l~~2if"~~~a~:iie.a.l.. 
co~~·..:He:. 

· . - publicly rejected the 11Christ-killer11 (deicide) charge 

against the Jewish people during his Charlotte, N~C. crusade 
'a.""e (April 18, 1972), saying, "Christians should not A.be Jews 

.fer the cJ:nrcifixion of Jesus. The~ Romass c:aweified him. 11 

- declare« at 11Exple' '72" - the "Christian Woodstock" . -
11 I am totally, ·cGJBpletely ~ · irrevocably opposed to anti-Semi tl.sm" 
( Oct.ober 1972); 

- criticized the. film, "Jesus Christ Superstar, 11 as "anti-Semitic, 
anti-ba:ack ·, and anti-Christian" (July 3, 1973); 

-rejected Southern Baptist preacher, ~A~ Bailey Smi~'s claim 
that "God does not hear the prayer o~/Jews" (Nev. io·, 1980); 

:,~,r~ .f?lfi1m, "The Hidi~ -~~c.:_." ab~t Dutch Christi_ans 
sayi:ag Jews frem the Nazi~a~te 1;o=:tto I. i-Sem it. i5iW(1973); . . "\ . . - . 

- As Honorary Sponsor of the u. s. Holocaust Memorial Council, 

Graham pledged "to fight anti-Semitism wherever it shows up" 

(May 1984). 

CONVERSION 

Billy Graham has preached the Gospel to more people in more 

places ~XllB than anyone since Jesus Christ. The world's most celebrated 
evangelist, his mission .is to COl![Vert the world to Christianity. Yet, 
out of deep respect, he has consistently opposed any organized effort 

to convert the Jewish peopleY.o Graham: 

- issued a nwrver of public statements repudiating the 

for Jesus" a~'\''~essianic Jews" camp~igns to evangelize 
Jews (March 2, 1973; Oct. 1977); 

"Jews 

the 

- declared his love of and "debt I owe to Israel, to Judaism, 

and to the Jewish people" whose "covenant with God is eternal, 

forever" (Oct. 1977); 
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- invited Catholic and Jewish leaders (Archbishop Fulton Shee~ · 
and this writer) to join him in "Honor America Day observances 
before the Lincol~ Moimlment to dramatize his support of pluralism 
and American democracy (July 4, 1979). 

. SOCIAL ~Jt'1-r't\efJJ©\ ... , 
. -~~ e't>.--1 ~b t'~ l~ bld~.tL~ 

__ .I ~· .. Billy Graham)"~~a4aJ~-.+&~(ffreacli1ng personal salvation,, YLJ; 
as~ become increasingly involved in social and hUD,lanitarian concerns~ 

- f.-Ollowing consul ta:tions with ;Jews, among other~ ~$ese•3 AE'ijoHW3: ~;,...(,....,._ 
-ftir M· J ,WQ~ - improve( race relations; . 

- combat~ apartheid in South Africa; 
- help~ietnamese boat people and other refugees in Southeast 

A~ti~~~&-~ else~here; · 

-~~\et"r~ a~~~n · 
- ~.?:vocaMf'nuc· ear isarmament and arms controls "before 
Armageddon befalls us." 

~H!lF'.f!:3 !e ~DER :a Billy (iraham consistently appears on the allll.nua.l 
Gallu·p poll as (th:e s0

. =•-Hi most admired individual in the United States;"" 
after the President. Through his crusades, TV and radio broadcasts, 

newspaper and magazine columns, he commands the largest following in 
America of 8.D3 single religious or civic leader. 

Every U. S. Preside~~ since Dwight Eisenhower - Democrat or . . -r·~ <$..91/'.of'\~~ 
Repuulican - has sought ~p.with Dr. Graham, the charismatic 
"high priest" of millions of Middle Americans. Each of Billy Graham's 
many books~ has sold a mi.Illimum of a million copies. 

Graham is clearly a person of enormous influence - and mystery. 
His long-held ties to Israel and to American Jews are equally mysterious 

or UEknown. In the absence of hard information, most Jews have developed 

negative · images about him. One Reform rabbi wrote, "My image of the man 

was that of a wild raving fu~damentalistj evangelist • 11 After a meeting 
with him arrangeq by the author in 1969 , /the rabbi confessed, "My 
hostile images of him were severely shattered." 

Many evangelical Christians ~k support Israel for Biblical reasons, 
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but harbor caricatures about Jews and Judaism because of their 
religious conditioning - "Christ-killers," Pharisees, Judas, Shj:llock, 
wandering Jews punished by God for not accepting Jesus a s their Mess~ah. 
These evangelicals ~ who are the fastest growing religious movement 
in the United States - generally admire Billy Graham for his religious 
messages; most have not caught up with his positive attitudes towards 
the J ewish people. 

~ . This book intends help both 

g roups. 

Christians xm face these 
Graham and 
between both 
' 

/;}'l/un.known facts about Graham, 
each other, . thereby contrib 

Billy Graham tie alse am international personality, i'UiV·I P\g -A "-..S. 

preached 4:-i:terally en ,every continent of the earth. He has met with 
Popes, kings, presidents, prime ministers. He has influence on a global 

scale, especial.ly among ~evangelical followers who flock im tf!e ----. 

= . 7i' ,. ...,,.. 
.;#U-~-~~ll':l!l~~w ~./this 
m@e~Je$~)~~~.ted=fi --........ ...._~~ 

AUTHOR'S RELATIONSHIP TO BILLY GRAHA.IVI - The author, who has known 
Graham since 1967 , has had the longest continuous relationship with 

the evangelist · of any living Jew ·t~~fBEit~ls~a~~*m hae embarkftC& 
on any activity involving Jews in/Israel, the Soviet Union, Eastern · 

· = - • It\"-'::. 
Europe o r .... _elsewhere, Grahaml"\invariably consulted with the autho~ing 
~ie a~vice on haw b~st to ~reeeed. 

As a result, the ~uthor has a rich collectio~ of personal experiences 

on .ilk which this book is based. He also ha~ ~a volw»,_,d.nous correspon­
dence with. Billy Graham, much of which . cont ains fascinat ing, hitherto 

. uppublished insights. Memoranda.111. ~f}inve rsatioas-wd: I i "G~aha;/('e§ r... 
~9iB;i ~ interventions wi.th Presid.ents, t~~ yVhi te Houf{~ State 
Department, and other •government officials are prime resource materials. 

·" ' ~· . . ~~ ~ wf,\.\.. 
A c_~;-11~ .c!t,~o.i:i, of . .. ~~:i.tog~a!phsl\·e< G~~.h~~~- J~w~ _ ~ te­

be included in the book - photos with· Israeli leaders; U ~ S. Jdws, : 
meeting'~ ' i'n Htmg!ary-, ·':Po:iand' and . t he --s6'viet. Uni·ofr. ~se have 

btP~r,v ,:·;. -. · .. ~:· · :- · .. . : -~ ..... ~· '. _ . • , . _ ! 

never been published ~n· ~ sing.le collection·. Photos of arraham • 8 A - . -
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He helped Israel in other waysj as well. Graham: 
-helped release Israeli POWs from Egypt and Syria; 

-counseled President Jimmy Carter not to involve the Soviet 

Union in a G 
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films about rs·rael ("His Land 11
), anti- Semi tisrn and Nazis ("The Hiding 

Place " ) could also be included. Selections can be made of hundreds of 
newspaper stories reporting on Graham's activities in relation to 

Jews and Israel. 

Texts are available of Billy Graham's addnesses on Jews, Israel , 
anti-Semitism, and conve·rsion. His magnificent speech at Auschwitz 

has not been published before and will be -reprinted ~or excerpted) 
in this book. 

The book will be about 50,000 words, an estima·ted 200 pages •. 
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CHAPrER I 

ISRAEL'S "GREATEST FRIEND" - ·~ 

( pag~s; 6- 8 photos) 

On a chilled, wonderfully crisp February morning in 1973 , 
Bil ly Graham welcomed me warmly into his comfortabl~ mountaint~p 

home in Montreat, ~rth Carolina. He <i:ui alrl y led ~ his 
book- lined libr~ )( .... ~all, lean frame ttl:PRed- to ~i.s bookshelves . 
a.aa 1~ pulled out a black, leatherbound volume ~9 placed it in 
my hands. It was the Jerusmlem Bible .. ~h the' original Hebrew . 
Graham opened the cover for me to see the inscription!. 

"To m:y dear friend, Billy 
Golda." 

The signature was that Qf Israel's Pr ime Ministe·r Golda Meir . 

ShetBaiiPrfs&~~~~ b~ought thap Bible. from Jerusale~ an~ presented 
it/during one of her recent visits to t he Un~ted States. It expressed 

the deep gratitu~e that Golda Me i r and man,y . other Israel is felt 
~n. "lt>cl:A 

toward Billy Gr aham for his many ~aar:sx acts of friendshi p ~d ;SYppO-Ft 
:a:f. Isr ael since. ~ founding in 1948 • 

.. 
This chapter •ix.Xxw.oc' describes major events during Israel ' s 

36-year history· in which.Billy Graham often played a critical rol e 
in persuading Presidents of the United States and other key U. S. 

Government officials to come to Israel ' s aid in times of crucial need. 
It '!Ells the story of Graha,d;justt4 his considerable personal influence 
with ii.J~axxx President Lyddon B. Johnson during the Six-Day War of 
1967; with President Richard Nixon and Dr . Henry Kissinger during 
the Yom Kippur War of October 1973; with President Gerald Fore and 
with President Jimmy Carter; and most recently, with President Ronald 
Reagan. 

The chapter also details the differing qualities of influence 
and relationships that Graham has had with each of these Presidents 

and with other centr~l governmental personaliuies who were involved 

in making decisions affectir:g Israel and her Arab neighbor s. 
It- 'f'Ot..S O .11 ~ ( u ~~ Tf,..:t- . . . ef/:i> r:tr. . 

Billy Graham engaged in a number of etficr important actiu1tJes 
~ I\ fi-[" {tr~h 0.l.).IC 0 f° . 

:i::::::z:: t: u:::::c s:::::r:~:a:o:eSF::l~iel:::eE.~e:pie::l an 
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eptimated $500,000 to ·produce a full-length film about Israel and 
f"h . 

. .f'teT people. Called "His Land," the film was an evangelical love poem 
for Israel. I~ w~s shown before some 10 million Americans, usually 
im:1packed evangelical churches, with frequent responses of stand.i:mig 

ovations. 
In April 1970, Prime Minister Golda Meir had Graham's film 

presented to the entire Israeli Cabinet. She wrote Graham, "Thank 

you for picturirig our land as it is. I've never seen it so beautiful." 
~ .....rv...l. ~ ff-r#"- h> 
I\ "His Land" became a significant counterforce against liberal 

~ C..<l.i"J"'f<S 

critics ,of Israel who denounced Iorael'fr lightning victory in the 

1967 war as a "Nazi-like blitkrieg" ggainst the Arabs. Graham's efforts 

were designed to oppose .those critics of Israel who could identify 
with Jews as "victims" Q"ut could not tolerate Jews as "victors" or 
"winners." h·~~, ,,k,.. 

This chapter wj.11 ~ some of Graham's other actions in 
~r l<~~, f'f\.OA/1..1<.f fr.._.1...f 

support of Israel, including his setting up a major program ~ 

senl!ingheieh IBont.h several hundred EvS:ngelical Christians -0ft" tour~ 
(, ,._1... ... - . ) ' :> 

.t-e: Israel, the largest organized program of Christian tourists to 

the Jewish State. 
It will also inform the reader about the personal involvement 

of Graham's children in defending and helping strengthen Israel: 
a son who served with the Israeli army in logistics 80°~~ 

· . ( 1 Wtflrcr-. ~,,."'µ'"' 6v-~~ -n:i'., -z:.cit ( '8--u) _ N .C. 
during the Yam Kippur war; t,~, Sc:t"""°'v•t---'i ?i....-sc-, f..J~ ~~ ~~ J . 

- a daughter and son-in-law who lived and worked in an Israeli 

kibbutz and studied at Hwvrew University; 
- a son and daughter-in-law who visited Isr ael 2, times 

in recent years and made films about Jerusalem and Israel. 
The chapter concludes with Billy Graham's moral dilemma -

his concern as a world-wide evangelist for evangelical Arab Christians 
who are subjected to hard pressures by Arab governments when Graham 
supports. Israel and his steadfast devotion to the welfare and security 

of Israel . That is why Graham 's interventions for Israel with the 

White House have been mo.stly private and unpublicized - un t ,il now . 

(~~otographs_of Billy Graham with Golda . Meir, Menachem Beigin, 
Yitzhak Rabmn, Abba Eban, Teddy Kollek ; at White House dinners for 
Israeli leaders; Graham in Jerusalem; stilts from "His Land".) 

\ 
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Ir tJ'i-\-S eA l "' SJ.\ 

AUSCHWITZ - THE POWERS OF ~ 

( pages; photos) 

S~tv'.t\ This chapter opens with a description of the state of 
Rr'y\i anti?Semitism among fundamentalist and evangdeical Christians, 

based on recent studies. It anag~zes the role that traditional 
Christian teacpings about the role of the Jews in the Cn~cifixion 
o:~ Christ max11x have played in forging anti-Semi tic and ±E other 
st~reotypic views toward Jews and Judaism among millions of 
Christians today • 

. It then depicts efforts by· Billy Graham to combat anti~Semitism. 
It qu0.tes the major statements of Graham rej'tting the classic 

Christian anti-Semitic views; for example, 

"Anti-Semitism, no matter what its origins, no matter where 

it is found , is a blatant denial of God in the Jew. It must be 
repudiated. We must attack any shivd of anti- Semitic discrimination. 

We must purge ourselves completely of this foul blemish from a former 

period of apostacy." _(Dec. 1967) 
Opening a five-day crusade in Charlotte, N. C·., Graham 

declared before 15,000 people: 
"Christians should not ever:x: 'blame the Jews ' for the 

crucifixion of Jesus . The Romans crucified him ." (April 1972). 
In response to a l .etter from the author. expressing 

appreciation for his re lttion of the "Christ-killer" charge, Graham 
wrote: "I have made a point of doing this in every sermon that I 
preach concerning the death of Jesus Christ ." 

This section desbribes in detail Graham ' s full position 
in opposing the theological roots of anti- Semitism. 

It quotes the text of a milestone resolution adopted by 
the Southern Baptist Convention 1972 condemning anti- Semitism and 

qC'flf~Graham' s response to it: "I am totally, completely, and 
irrevocably apposed to anti-Semitism . 11 

The next part records Graham·, s critic al reaction to 

anti-Jewish images in ie the film, Jesus Christ Superstar . It reports 
on the film ," The ijiding Place , which Graham had his film company 

produce as a n amtidote to anti-Semitism. 
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It makes r eference to Graham's rejection of Baptist Pastor 
Bailey Smith's widely- publicized comment, "God does not hear the 

prager of the Jews . " 
The chapter concludes with a report on Bil l y and Ruth Graham ' s 

ri:s:t.%x "pilgrimage" to Auschwitz and the movi:ng statement they 

issued to the internatiohal press . "Auschwitz is more than a place 
that •.. at one time represented all ~he powers of hell--it is a blot 
on t he whole human race. 11 1iriulmX <fraham's statement and prayer 
seek tQ draw lessons for dealing with hatred, violence, and evil 
in the present w9rld situation • 

. The closing.sentences quote from Graham's letter of 
acceptance t .o join the Adv;i.sory Council of the U. S . Holocaust 

Memorial Commission in which he pledges to fight anti- Semitism 
a nywhere that it rears its head. 

(Photos: Bill y Graham at Auschwitz) 
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CHAPrER I ~ 

ISRAEL ' S OC "GREATEST FRIEND" 
~ . (~ pages ; 6-8 photos). 

On a chi lled , crisp Februrary morning in 1973, Billy Graham 

welcomed me warmly into hi.s comfortable mountain top home in Montreat, 

North Carolina. He led me directly into his book- lined library, and 
turned his· tall , lean frame to his bookshelves. He pul led out a 

black , leatherbound volume and placed it in my hands . It was the 
Jerusalem Bible in the original Hebrew with English translation. 
Graham . op.ened the cover for me to see t he inecz:iption: 

"To my dear friend , Billy, 

Golda.·~----- .JJ-;r,,..- ts'iC,;;L • 
~'71- ul'I JT/,...I: I "f ~ 0 F-

The signature was t 1 
• cf :Eszael'::;('"""Pr ime Minister, Golda: · 

N!ei r. She had brought that Bible from Jerusalem an~ presented it 

personally to Gr aham during one of her 1TJkvisits,to the United 
~ >-t_ ~'&.l.,(\M.e. ..k ... ~~~ 

~ta::t:es. It ex~ed the- deep gratitude · i:l:l:d·a:::.'..N!e~-~.::... 

~~¥;.;;::r;i~qward Billy Graham for his ·many acts of 
\~~tt\"'~ friendship for Israe~ since its founding 9 i'M?Fif I 0 .) . •' 
~~, . \ 

.. This chapter describes major events ~ring Israel's 36- year 
history in yvhich Billy Graham AR · a · played a~ r ole --­
persuading Presidents 3£! the 8nibed S&at¢:e:w·and other key U.S • . 

c..(IS1PJ• 
~.2111wowt officials to come to Israel ' s aid in times of e~:i:-aj_-

~ 

It tells the story of Graham• s ¥Ce e£Milfi!!6 considerable 
personal influence with:President Lyndon B. Johnson dur ing the 
Six-Day War in 1967 ; ~ Presi dent Richarg Nixon and Dr . Hemr y 
Kissinger during the Y orn Kipppr War of Gctober 1973; Jlbh President 
Gerald Ford and President Jimmy Carter at the Camp David summit talks; 
and most recently ,iasar President Ronald Reagan. 

The chapter also details the differing q_uali ties of. :iirf3 t11:c 

~relationships that Graham has had with each of these Presidents 

~nd t.....6' _tr-other_ c.entral ... gove_.rnment;t pe r sonali t i es who were involved 
in making decisi ons aifecting Israel and her Arab neighbors. 
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CHAPTER I (2) 

It concludes with accounts of Graham's personal friendships 
with major Israeli leaders - Gold-a Meir, Abba Eban, lVIenachem 
Beigin, Yitchak Rabin, Teddy Koll ek, Simcha Dinitz, and many 

. others. 

The chapter includes reports on Graham ' s visits to Israel 
and his experiences with many facets of current Israeli society. 

(Photos: Billy Graham ·at White House dinner with Golda Meir; 
Graham with Abba Eban, Menachem Beigin , Teddy Kollek, Yitchak 

Rabin; Graham in Jerusa·lem) .s.:t.iii.sx:.fril:mx.:tux~.ii~x¥i:sxii211uax¥xxxx 



CHAPTER II 

,;WORK AND PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF. J'ERUSALEW1 

_( ~C> , pages,; ',,. S . photos) 

"Two years ago .I gave my wife (Ruth) a gold pendant on one 

side of which is inscribed in Hebrew, 'Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem~ and the same ~ thing on the other side in English_ 

"My elder son, Franklin, has been in the Middle East 
twenty- sevenx times. My eldest daughter, Bunny, and her husband 
went to Hebrew University and lived in Jerusalem for a year. 

My eldest son-in-law 1 s {~¢neztp=rifrsbfuttl: ef ~ig'?) gr~ndmother 
is buried in Jerusalem. Thus we, as a family, have a very personal 

interest in that gr~at city apart from its biblical and political 

significance." 
Graham disclosed his personal ties to Israel during an 

address before the American ~~iEk Jewish Committee in Atlanta, 

Georgia, on October 28, 1977. Sub~equently, I learned that his 
son, Fra!lklin, volunteered to serve in a non~combative role with 
the Israeli army during the Yom Kippur Was as an expression of 
his commitment to Israel ' s survival. Bunny and her husband worked 
in an Israeli kibbutz to help relieve the manpower shortage. Gigi 

' p~~lft;._,....,1 . . 
and her husband, Fred~~een making films about Jerusalem and 
Israel as a means of countering anti- Israel propaganda. 

·rhis chapter reveals that Graham, in addition to his 

political interventions, has engaged in a number of important 
efforts to moblize public support for Israel's cause among some 
4,0 million Evangelical Christians in the United States. 

He spent an estimated $500,000 to produce a full-length 
film about Israel and its people. Called His Land, the film was 
an evangelical love poem for Israel. It was shown before some 
10 million Americans, usually in packed evangelical churches, with 
frequent responses of sta!Uiing ovations. 

In April 1970, Prime Minister Golda Meir had Graham's 
film presented to the entire Israeli Cabinet. She wrote Graham, 
"Thank you for picturing our land a s it is. I've never seen it 



CHAPTER II ( 2 ) · 

so beautiful . 11 

Readers will learn that His Land became a significant 

counteef0rce to liberal critie~f Israel who denounced that 
country 1 s lightning victory in 1967 war as 11 a Nazi-like blitzkrieg" 

' against the Arabs. Graham's efforts were designed to oppose 
thqse cri ti.cs of Israel who could identify with Jews as "victims" 

but could not tolerate Jews ~s "victors" or a "winners." 

This chapter highlights some of Graham's other xz:tXx±z±KEX 
actions in support of Israel. For example, his setting up a 

i!i@ia..ij~ .travel progra~ia~~~h several hung<ted Evangelical 
Christians tou.r Israel~amnn· s is the largest organized program 
of Christian tourists to the Jewish State. 

$ . 
The chapter concludef with Billy Graham's moral dilemma 

in the Middle East.~ evangelist with a world-wide mission, 

he is concerned for evangelicai Arab Christians who are subjected 
to harsh pressures- by Arab governments when Graham supports Israel. 
At the same time, his love for .Israel is central to his b~~ 
as a devout evangelical Christian . That is why Graham's interventions 

for Israel with the White House have been mostly private and 
unpublicized - until now. 

~~~c.cthvtt: 
(Photos: Tucnia;liiiia;J. stills from His Land; 

l 

Graham and his children in Israel.) 
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~ON{.,'( o rJ e fr. tt rJ {;A tJ -:;; -p.-v f µ Y R. u '111 , ~ 

HELPING ENDANGEitEB JEWS 
( pages; photos) 

vf °" Rivka Aleksandrovich is a short, squat dynamo woman. Born in 

Riga, Latvia some 4i years ago, she taught EnglisI{'lduring her late~ 
residence in Moscow. She was allowed to leave for I srael in the e~Rl-y 
JJJ11J~ when -Russia opened its g~tes for large Jewish emigBation. 

In May 1971, she came to the United States on a mother's mission 

of mercy. Her 23-year-old daughter, Ruth, a trained murse, was ~J 
~~xaxi:Jc imprisoned in the brutal Potma Prison by the KGB, e~~n3i~ly 

~""-r · 
f~~.~ing a Hebrew Bible on the black market. Ruth was suffeiiing 

from asthma and a serious kidney ailment,~nephritis. Hef mother 

feared that Ru.th would die unless she could be released shortly 
I A~, ... 

from that dank prison camp. 
In a New York h~tel room, Rivka confronted me i~~ef0~erful 

~· 11 .My Ruthie will die ·in months, maybe weeks, umlass we can get 

her out. Only one person can uxx11:x save her." She held up her 
forefinger in my face. "The number one man in the United States, 

only he can save my Ruthie." Ahd, she added in words that commanded 
and implored at the same tim.e, "You must get me to him." · oLAw.\..r 

} "' " h I - I j ...., 6-f ,., . t·-~-rt"'vv~ 1'1 I RIV\ I A'\"\'iP' <!. 0 DI 1. 
~ ,_ · · - - · - - -me tfi&lt President Nixon had given 

instructions to t he White House staff that when Graham called he was 

to be put through directly to the Presiaent. If the President was 
not available, Graham was to be put in touch with Dr. Henry Kissinger. 

It was Friday afternoon. Iz called Graham's office in Montreat~ 
North Carolina. His aide, the Rev. T. w. Wilson, a good friend and 
always cooperative , told me that Graham was at .that moment flying on 
Air Force One with President Nixon to Au stin, Texas, where they were 
to dedicate the President Lyndon B. Johnson Library. "T.W." gave me 
Graham's hotel telephone numbe~k;Jh~ggested I try to reach him in 

. ~ 

two hours. 

Some two hours later, I called Graham and he answered the 

phone. I described briefly if impassionately the plight of Ruth 

Aleksandrovich. Graham responded instantly. 11.Marc, I ·will be in 

.Chicago at the Hilton Hotel this Sunday afternoon. Meet m~ there at 
4 p.m. with Mrs. Aleksandrovich. I wi l l try to do wha};. I can to help." 

Shortly bef ore 4p.m., on that May~) 1971, · Rivka and I 
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knocked on the door of his hotel room. T.W. Wilson let us in. 

Graham walked across the room, shook my hand, then leaned down and 

kissed Rivka Aleksandrovich on the uRRzkx cheek. We all sat down. 
IE began_ the conversation by describing the general situation 

of Soviet policy toward Jews and its consequen.ces for Ruth. Then I 

asked Rivka to ~11 her story to Mr. Graham. In very moving images, 
tintkxx Rivka told Graham that "my Ruthie is a very religious girl, 

and her only crime is. that she tried to buy a Bible and study her 
religious heritage." 

Before Rivka had finished her account, Graham had tears in his 
eyes. He then turned to me and asked, . "Marc, will you lead m us 

· in prayer?" Grah~m reached out his long arms to Rivka and myself and 
we held hands. In a deeply unconscious way, I found myself offering 

~"' °I)~~ " V !!. ( S1 ITV' D f ff,.,. 
the He crew prayer for 11 the redemption of the captives." 

" Suddenly, Billy Graham stood up and asked me to join him at 
t _he oth~ end of the rooYHe took out his pocket telephone book, --then dialed a number, "Hello, Henry, this is Billy. There is a 
very tzagic situation involving a young Jewish girl imprisoned in 

a Soviet labor camp. I would certainly appreciate your givi.ng it 
your personal attention." T 

Then Dr. Graham asked me to get on the phone with Dr. Henr$ 
Kissinger and tell him the details about Ruth Aleksandrovich's situation. 

~Kissinger and I talked for a few moments, and he told ·me he was 
scheduled to meet with Soviet Ambassador Bnatoly Dobrinin that coming 

Wedn:e.sday. He would put the case of Ruth on the top of his list and 
would -11r2B1uuxkxx request her release as ·a matter of "American 
na~ional interest." Kissinger then asked me to send hi.,m a telegram 
giving the details of exactly where khe~s imprisoned, her cell number, 
' Ftc--1" C,,µ-~ . . 
and- eimilap ea.ta.. ' 

As soon as we hung up, ·Rivka ... and I wrote the text of the 
l :.J- ....,,_, . _./ 

telegram.aftd-sent ~ at once to,¥• Kissinger at the White Mouse. 
Billy Graham embraced both Rivka and me, and this time Rivka kissed 

him. · "You have given me a hope that I never thought I would have. You 
are sent by God, Dr. Graham. I will never forget you." 

For more than two years, Rivka Aleksandrovich traveled to 

many parts of the Western world desperately looking for a lever to 
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free her daughter. During the fisst week of November .1971, six months 

afte:l! our meeting with Billy Graham )and Kissinge1 .. ' s il'li>eFi.reation 

W:i-Lh !)ob1ynin.,• ~ ailing Ruth Ale'.°ksandrovich ~eleased from 

Potma Prison and was reunited with her mo~~eF aa~ father in Israel. 

This E&kx chapter describes a ·series ··of episodes in which 

Billy Graham made personal efforts to help endangered Jews. It will 

detail meetings that the author helped arrange for Billy Graham 

with Jewish leaders· in Hungary (Dept. 1977); his dramat ic visit 

to Auschqitz (Nov. 1978) and his meeting with the remnant Polish 

Jewish commun.:j..ty; his._controversial. visit to the Soviet Union (May 1982). 

It.w also reports on his efforts to help ·save ot~er Russian 

Jews (1972);, Iraqi Jew.s (June 1969); his actions to release Israeli 

r POWs in Egypt and Syria; and his participation in a me~or"~Jl service 

in San Francisco (Sept. 1972) for Israeli athletes killed by 

PLO terrorists in Munich Olympic games. · 

.JI'he text of his mo1ri:ag e;nd t'Owerful speech aL Auschwitz will -

<b~ quoted fully-

( Photos of Graham wi t ·h Soviet Jews, Hungarian Jewish l eaders, in 

Au schwitz, in the USSR.) 



CHAPrER III 

11 0NLY ONE WlAN CAN . SAVE MY RUTHIE" 

' ( "1-.$'. p.age s .; ~ photos) 

Rivka Aleksandrovich is a short, squat dynamo of a woman. 

Born in Riga, Latvia , some 48 years ago, she taught English 
dur ing her later residence in Moscow. She was allowed to leave 
fo r Israel in the late 1960s when Russia opened its gates for 

large Jewish emigration. 

In Ma~ 1971, Rivka came to the United States on a mother's 
mission of mercy . iili Her 23-ye.ar-old daughter, Ruth, a trained 
nurse, was imprisoned in the brutal Potma Prison by the KGB. She 
was charged with an "anti-Soviet act" - buyimg a Hebrew Bible on 
the black market . Ru th w~s suffering from asthma and a :s&+H Sfi 

liid-!!Aj' ajh t, nephritis. Her mot er feared that Ruth would die 

unless~ she could be released shortly from that dank hard la~or 
camp. 

In a New York hotel room, Rivka c onfronted me forcefully. 
"My Ruthie will die in months, maybe weeks, unl ess we can 'get 

her out. Onl y one person can save her." She held up her forefinger 
in my fac~. "The number one man in the United States , only he 

C§,n save my Ruthie . 11 .And, she added in words that ~1ee both 
commanded and implored, "You must get me to him. 11 

The "him" was President Richard Nixon . And the only 
door to Nixon, Rivka was persuaded , was Billy Graham . 

This chapter begins with the narrative of how the author 
arr anged a meeting between Rivka Aleksandrovich and ~illy Graham 
in the Chicago Hilton Hotel. It describes their moving "prayer 
meeting" together , and then tells how Graham reached Henry 
Kissinger with Rivka 's appeal for her daughter. Kissinger intervenes 

with Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrin~n. Si.E months . later .i:i::ickax 

Ruth Alessandrovich is released from Potma Prison and is reunited 
with her parents in Israel . 

The middle part of this chapter describes a series of 
episodes in which Billy Graham made personal efforts to help 

endangewed Jews . It details meetings that the author helped 
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arrange for Billy Graham with Jewish leaders in Hungary (Sept . · 1977); 
his dramatic visit to Ausehwitz (Mov. 1978) and his encounter 
with the remnant ·Polish Jewish community; his controv~rsiaL 
visit to the Soviet Union (Mqy 1982) and his dialogue with Rl,lssian 

Jewish leaders. 

It also reports on his effort s to help save other Russian 

Jews (1,72); Iraqi Jews (June 1969); his actions to release 
Israeli POWs in Egypt and Syria{l973); and his participation in 
a memorial service in San Francisco for Israeli athletes killed 
by PLO terrorists in Ml:IE.Xx the Munich Olympic games . 

(Photog of Graham with Soviet Jews; Hungarian Jewish leaders; 

in A~schwitz , in the USSR.) 
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-~~LI.~ Mffi ]HE _<J>_RWS ~$ 
~ {f\f a&JJ )f~ r~o pages; ~ photos) 

p 1 ·Hr~/ . \.1 · ' 

The year 1973 was a year~ &~:iios%8 f~ie~~:rica. Early in·the .J....l ,P, 
. . A . . . · 1&.ltttf!$i i:J ti~t-J WV ~MW·J'4,,U.fq tf:-L!l} 

yel-}in..former Presi-de~~~&~man died. am~e seeGpG.· "" 
. ~la>!-'"' ~-- . ~ . · ~ .. . . . -~,-. American military involvement 

in Vietnam came to an end. Former Preside~t Lyndon Johnson died. 
There was the emotion-charged return of the POWs. And them Watergate 
cast its pall over the nation. 

In Oc;ober, the Mid-East War exploded. 
With all that turmoil, the American Jewish community was 

co~fronted by J's~cef'e~ s~u&e feF~ditionaJ)anxiety. In January 
197.3, a group of evangelical Christian leaders launched "Key 73," 

·a nationwide campaig~to call E:f the continent to Christ." 
Zealous evangelists organized missionary campaigns in every 

major city and. state in the country whose purpose. was to convert 

itmerica into "a Christian nation. 11 Special efforts were undertaken 
to evangelize the Jewish community, particularly young Jeww. 

Fanatic m~ssionar#es from the Camp.us Crusade for Christ, and 

other similar proselytizing groups, began to make life unbear~~:.L.~ 
. { ""rfNll~ for Jewish students in high schoilils and on college campuses. 1~ 

G,~)\fedtl .iYiUJ ~ , . 
£&wc. e;(f,ttii&ato/m~ .... , au AA'be depicted.) When Jewish '.3tude:bts resisted 

efforts to convert them to Christianity, some youthful evangelists 
be came, ope.::9 anti-Semi tic. "Blind Jews," "hard-hearted Jews," they 

~~aim:r.J.n a number of instances they actually began to ostragi.ze 
Jewish stude*as. 

Billy Graham had just returned from a series of Crusades 
in various parts of America, and became disturbed by what he had 
seen and heard. In early February of that year ., I received an 
anexpected telephone call froJ1jj him. 

11Marc, I'm very upset about what has been happening .to 

Jewish people as a result of Key '73. I hear that it's leading to 

some anti-se·mi tism by young evangelical zealots. That can't be allowed 

to go on. I need to talk with you." · ' 

He asked me to visit with him in his home in Montreat. 

On the cold morning of February 27, 1973, I took a plane to Charlotte~ 

T1W. Wiison, Graham 's closest aide, met me at the ·~irport and drove me 
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CHAPTER ~ (2) 
in a stationwagon to the Graha.m home. (I-f. app1op111ace, desc1ibe ride 
t o m.o.un.;t,ain;t~.ome.;._.~J.,epJa0Re-e·0mmttn'±'C'a't4e1irS .; n car; gate§ ang 

gSa..r~s.;~s-w:a.~.n1=we~c.~ a:L.d..ooed ~fi~•l· ~'- "' 
Afte r a lovely luncheon prepa·~ed by Rrtth Graham, Bil · v±ted 

me into his library and we began our three- and- f conversation . 
We talked about many things - the war. · ietnam , "the mood of America, 

,._,_ /#0.l< &µ> ~ 
race relations, Wresident N~if"On. But the heart of our talk was 
devoted to a di~~ Key 73 and Graham's attitudes toward Jews 

an~ 
"Since be began our dialogue some time back, 11 Graham said , 

"I've been giving a lot of thought and prayer to what oughta to be 

the Christian's attitude toward the Jewish people . I've been studying 
the Bible with that thought in mind. I ' m now convinced that many of 
our theological attitudes toward Jews have been sinful. We Christians 

have f requently been reading into the· Bible what ·is not there. We have 
to hear what the Bible says t~ us, and ~ead our biases into the 
Bible . 

"As far as I can see, " Graham added , "nowhere does the Bible 

tell us that Juqaism is to come to an end with t~e birth of Christianity. 
And nowhere do I find that we Christians are obli@ated to convert the 

Jewish people out of existence. 11 

A~d then Grah~m took a Bible, pl~ced it in his lap, and 

read aloud two passages . The one g rom Deuteronomy 7 says , "God's 
covenant with Israel is forever, everlasting." The passage from 
Psalm 89 states that God has made a covenant with David and it is 
as permanent as the rising of the sun and the setting of the moon. 

(quote exact passages). 
Graham looked up from t he Bible and said to me, "Marc, the 

Bible's message is clear and unimistakable. The Jews are God's chosen 
people, and He has a special, permanent re l ati onship with the Jewish 

1 ,, A~ Corf'\~ t.ev-.. ~ ci 0""' ( p 1.4 tt.~ 4-Y~IAQ~\\"t~\ \;.j OM~\A) ~~'C S~l·~ I " 't'\4.o 
~eop e • . ,~~ ~,,e1e Of '~di/ ""\0•1" J 

tt...WS ~~ I re~ponded at once; "Billy, I appreciate very much what 
~'"' fVI. O Vt-.l hw . you have just said, and I deeply .appreciat, your honesty and your 

spirit·. It would be extremely important if you would make a public 

statement along the lines o~ Wha ·t; you have just said to me . I t would 
help clear the air immensely a round all the co.nfusion and bitterness 

that has developed as a result of the Key 73 campaign." 



I 
I 
f 

I 
F 

4 
~ 

C HAFTER ~ (3) 

Graham stood up, went to his desk and returned with a yellow pad. 
He began sketching out a statement that would become his official _ 

stand on Key 73 and campaigns to co.lllVert the Jews. 

. ~- he began numbering his points, he paused and _we ta,;i.&ee/ ·. 
more ~ h subject. "Of course, youx . understand that _I am 

1
(J 

eyang . e Great Commission ogligates me to preach t~e/(;.ospel 
to every m~ d so , I want to be clear ab au t that . -:Ji{;, individual 

Jew - or Musl~m, Hindu, or XJ1DC Catholic~ or unbe1a7ver - comes to 
me saymng he or"'she ants to become a Christian, -~j~l convert them 

to Christ. Just a~you feel free to convert a , ris~ian or some other 
~ :I 

person who comes to )ou eeking to become a Jew.1~ou have every 

right in conscience . :t~co ert them to J£aism j,· 
I said I _under~'\od that an~greed,~ut he quickly added, 

11 what I am strongly opposed\to /these organized groups and 
campaigns that try to conver)<th Jewi3Sh ~/ople." 

"Does that include th~e s ~calle:~ ti "Jews for Jesus?" I 

aske.d. / / 
/ . I 

11 Absolute1.y, 11 Graham respond • 

Th:c:ext day, Billy Graha~ro e me the followimg letter: .rs " D ar :Marc , I 
Enclosed is a1'"tatement tat I am releasing to . /OJ \ 

the p ss relative to the con~~rns o~er Key\73 I am hopeful that 
th~ statement will help in y;frt clarify the~r lems that have arisen. 

see ~it. You ~se this statemen~y way that you 

Wi ,,-w~rmest persomal greeti~~am 
COPrdially, J ~' 
611y." . . ~ 

Within the week? Graham 's offices in Minneapolis issued 
his statement to the nation 's press . (Quote full text) 

The crucial passage said: 

nAlong with most evangelical Christians, I · believe God 
has always had a special relationship with the Jewish people, as 

St. Paul suggests in the Book of Romans. In light of that, I have never 

felt called to direct _my evangelisttc efforts to Jews or any other 
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particll.aar group." 
This chapter will analyze other elements in this statement 

regarding deceptive tactics of missionaries, and his ·commi.ent 
to religious pluralism. 

It quotes other positive statements Graham has made about 

Jews and Judaism: 
"As soon as I began to study the Bible/, in earne.st, I discovered 

the devt I owed to Israel, to Judaism , and the Jewish people. 

"Evangelical Christians especially have an affinity for :hhe . 
Jews because the Bible th~y love is essentially a Jewish book written 

under the influehce of God's Spirit. One theologian has said: 'Remove 
the New Testament books written by the Jews and only two remain, Luke 

and Acts. Remove every J~wi ~n8£R~i8~' every Jewish intluence from 
·the New Testarneat, and only a Ji.llllE x.sB.lll here and there from a pagan 

S OUrCe iS left,. Scarcely enough for 8 Short paragraph• I II 

(From Graham address before the American Jewish. Committee 
in Atlanta, Oct. 28, 1977) 

' The . chapter describes the controversy that ensued after 

Graham issued his Key 73 statement that was published widely in 
the nation's press - N.Y. Times , Wash. Post ; Time, Newsweek, AP, 

and the major religious press of the country. It discussed the 
bitter attack by the Jews for Jesus group , and Graaam's response. 

The chapter concludes with an analysis of how these 
attitudes of Graham have affected his actions toward Israel, and 
toward anti-Semitism. 
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AUS8HWITZ ~ · T.Mf IPmlm~HHsE :i8iftR6'.'ft OF mq'f ! effllft¥t""ISM 

( ··20 . page·s; ~.photos} 

"Iey visit to . Auschwitz will certainly be one of the most 

unf9rgettable events of my life. The memory of the incredible 
horror which took place here will be burned on my mind and 
heart as long as I.live. I have read much about Auschwitz, but 
nothing could have prepared me for tre revulsion and depression 
that I feel here at this moment." 

Billy and Ruth Graham went to Auschwitz on October 12, 1978. 
·They walked hand in hand past the endless rows of barbed-wire .fences, 

\1 N 

the human cages called lage~s, and they stared with vaoant eyes 
into the barbaric horroE symbolized by the crematoria. Them, they 

fell on their knees and prayed that God "rebuke the powers of the 

devil~ .• that did this evil." 
At . the gates of Auschwitz , they issued a statement to 

the world 's press. In their deeply moving text, they called 
"Aus$l'iwitz more than a place--it is a blot on the whole human 
race ." They asked tnat the world learn lesson s from the barbarism 
of Auschwitz: 

"Y_esterday it was the Jews, the Poles , and peoples of many 
nations . Tomorrow it may be other minorities of othe r lands. But what 

is more terrifying is that tomorrow .it may not be just ethnic or 
religious minorities, but instead, entire nations. " 

The '1Jigx pilgrimage to Auwchwi tz was the capstone of 
decades-long efforts by Billy Graham ,to combat anti- Semitism. 

This chapter describes the state of anti- Semitism among 
fundamen~alist and evangelical Christians based on recen~ studies. 
It &E,J&i~sxx analyzes the rol e that tradit ional Christian teachings 

on alleged collective Jewish guilt for death of Christ.have played 
in forg ing anti- Semitic vetw:sx views among miszions of Christians . 
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It then cites major statements of Graham JZtE'jecting these 

classic Christian anti-Semitic views; for example: 
"Anti-Semitism, no matter what its origins, no matter where 

it is found, is a blatant denial of God in the Jew. It must be 
repudiated. We must attack any shred of anti-Semitic discrimination. 
We must purge ourselyes completely of this foul blemish from a 

former period of a_postasy." (nEc. 1967.) 

Opening a five-day c.rusade in Charlotte, North Carolina, 

Graham declared before 15, 000 people: 
"Christians should not ever 'blame the Jews' for the 

crucifixion of Jesus. The Romans crucified hi.Iil." (April 1972) 

In response to a l~tter from the author welcoming his 
rejection of the "Christ-killer" charge, Graham wrote: "I have made 

a point of doing this in every sermon that I preach concerning 

the death of Jesus Christ." 
This section describes in detail Graham's full position 

in opposing the theological roots of anti-Semitism. 
It quotes the text of a milestone resolution adopted by the 

Southern Baptist Comvention in. 1972, and cites Graham's public 
response to it: "I am tot ally, completely, and irrevocably opposed 

to anti-Semitism." 
The next part records Graham's critical reaction to anti­

Jewish\mages in the film, Jesus Christ Superstar.It reports on the 

film, ie.§...JL~d)ngwgJ-..e,£.e, which Graham had his film ·company produce 
as an antidote to anti-Semitism. (The film narrates the life of 
Corrie ten E.oom, an . evange+ical Dutlbh Christian woman who saved 
Jews from Nazi death squads because she bel.ieved "the Jews are 

the apple of God's eye.") 
It ~ifers to Graham's rejection of Bouthern Baptist ~aster 

Bailey Smith's widely-'publicized comment, "God does not hear the 

praJer of the Jews." 

The chapter closes with a quote from Graham's letter of 
acceptance to serve on the U.S. Holo,caust Memorial Commission in 

which he pledges to fight anti-Semitism anywhere that it rears 

i ·ts hea~(May 1984). 

(Photos: Billy and Ruth Graham at Auschwitz) 

. ~"''' ~·"" ~~.gl' {~'£2'{.. \ ~\\.ti a\o J ~~ ~ ~\,\ t. lt\ ff, n@..f <& . } 
0-: . • 



t-; 

AMERICA 

= -o~ 

~ -~; TFRAtifffi9if·Ff.'fOtHflC 
tA wg ~ ~ _' ~t\-._ ol{tfl· CHAPTER·$ 

( ~pages; · ~ photos·) 

It was July 4, 1979. The site - the west front steps of 
( 

the Capitol, immedi.ately before the Dome. Billy Graham organized 

UHonor America Day" to cei'kebrate our nation's birthday and to 

make a statement about th~ sou~ ·o["'Ame£:·ca .~~ -.-· 

It was~.azzlin~-~gious ~. part 
patriotic©rh~!~!a~ ks. It was highlighted by s.tars 

from television (David Hartman, ihe toastmaster); ~ollyvvood 
(Bob Hope and company), the United States A~ Band and_ Chorus, 
and repre sentatives from "Big Business" (J. Walter Marriott of 
the Marriott Hotel chain . ) 

Before the Capitol steps, an estimated 150,000 Americans 
from all walks of life clustered together under a brilliant hot sun. 

To give publi c expression_ to the ~eligio~ and ethnic diversity 
f A · G h · t ~ ~~hr·~AMl..P-~ , 0~ · 1 1 d of" ,... ..... ~ ~ merica, ra am inv~·-Are 1g1ous..,,_.ancr-=-rac1a ea ers ~ 

ma 3·8'!.l?" gw112;p to tak§3 part :i,n the program - Archbish~p Fulton J . Sheen 

for the Catholics; E°lde!f' Ezra Ta.:§:t: Benson for the Mormons; Rev . 
John T. Tavlarides for the Greek Orthodox; this writer for the Jews; 
Dr . Benjamin L. Hooks for the blacks; and Lynda Johnson Robb for 
women~ 

Then Graham delivered the keynote talk: 
Quoting President J hhn F. Kennedy, he said, "We need 

not independence , but interdependence - not the in~ividual liberty 
of one, but the indivisible liuerty of all. 

11 We need a new spirit of love in our land a sp;i.ri t of 
love between the races, between the generations , between all the 

citizens of this gre~t melting pot we call America. We need to work 
together and learn what it means to depend on each ot.m.er as well a s 
on ourselves. We need each other, whatever our ethnic or religious 

background." 
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CHAPTER~ -c) 
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This chapter analyzes the evolution of Billy Graham 's attitudes 

about America as 11 a Christian nation" to his present acceptance of 
the religious pluralism of this country. 

It details Graham's views toward church-state relations and 

such key issues as prayer in the public schools, abo~tion, tuition 
tax credit, pornography, and censorship. It cites his conversations 

with recent Presidents lUHi: on these questions, particularly with 
Ronald Reagan during the ~&81ft public controversies on these 
themes. 

It also defines his distinctive approach toward these matters 

in contrast to fuose of the Rev. Jerry Falwell and the Moral Majority . 

An historical secti~J>riefly tra~Grah~m's views~ to 

?ae __ 0;F.i~3=st~ng§1 e:=wag.a£'~718th cen~'tfuer~a~m.Prli* ''F 
evangelical Baptists and' Methodists for religious liberty . It acknow­

ledges Graham's awareness~h~~ 14merica owes the First Amendment 4rc- oP' 
the Bill of Rights to the~(~tist , RogeE Williams, and his 

successors in Virgin:Il.a. It documents that Graham is closer to the 
historic Baptist tradition of the separation of church and state than 
is Jerry Falwell and his followers • 

. ~~ll --... At the same ',time, this cha 
~ lll) 

am's intense 
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(Photos: Axx Billy Graham, Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Marc Tanenbaum 

Honor America Day - Billy Graham and Marc Tanenbaum 

I. 



-·------

. CHAPTER I 

ISRAEL•.s « ."GRE:A£.EST ··:l4'RIEND" 

·. · ... ·. ·:<.~·. :t-i;..). pages; ~ photos) 
•• • • 1 

.O.n a chilled.; :c.ri$]) ;Fehru.racy /.mo~,ing ·in 1973, Billy Gra!_iam 

welcomed ~e ·warmly i.nto .. h:is.: ·.com.for~_abl"e;: mountaintop home in Mont reat, . . . - - -

North ·carolina. He led. me dire.c.t :ly "in.to his book-lined "library, and 

turned"'.his :tall·, · lean .f.rame .. t .o his·;:bookshelves. He ·pulled out a 

black., 1.eatherbound ·voiume and. pla~ed it in my hands. It was the 
Jerusalem Bible in -.the .original He·b_re""'. with E~glish translation. 

Graham ·.opened the cover .for me _to see the inscription: 

"To my dear _..f.riend, Billy, " 

G.olda .. ' ' ---z ll~·- :: . . r_ 1i~-;.·i.. • 
' . Q,.P"lli.-uP, r/,..' ire.. ~f ~ . . . o r 

.. :·-. .. The signature . was 1T' 0 1 :•f Ie~el' ~Prime lti.iniste·r,... Golda-
.... . : . .. 

ft€ir .. · She had .brought that Bible from Jerusalem and presented it 

personally to.Graham during one· of .her:U

8
visits.to the United · 

' ;e_. "' -i11·t,_ I ,,(\ M. ~ k. q \4 ~a..,,..).-
~- <State~. ~~.)'.'i-~~~~ed ahe deep gra~itude ·_ ~ .,. dlda- -Me~~~-:-

~~ir;;:1~~toward Billy Graham for his m~y acts of 
\'R\"'·\~ friendship for Israel since its founding aH'tt=l] I 0. ) Cc, ... 1.., .,.... :. . . . 

. This · ch~pter des::·ribes major events ~r~~g, .. I~rael's 36-year 
history in · wb,ieh Billy Graham ~played a-.~ rqle .--­

persuading Pre...:sidents cs-i: the C1niuee! 7'.9batse. and other key U .s. : ~ 
· 't'ISf; • 

~O€!!Eme:r~ officials to come to Israel• s -aid in ,times of e-fli-c·i-aJ.-

-It tells the story of Graham's _'We c~ b4:s considerable · 

personal influence with:Pres~dent Lyndon B. Johnson during · the 

Six~Day War in 1967; ·~ President .Richarg Nixon and Dr. Hem-ry 

Ki.~~inger during the Yom Kipppr War of Chctober 1973; Pl th President 

Gerald Ford and President Jimmy Carter at the Camp David summit talks; 

and_ .. 11:1ost recently,~ President ~onald Reagan. 

The .. , chapter also details the differing qualities of. iii ""', M:::~ -· 

~relations~ips that . Gr aham has· had with each of. these Pre sidents 

and ~other central gove~nment.lfi person?.li ties who were :i,nvolved 
in · making decisi .ons ~ffecting Istael and her Arao neighbors • 

• > 

.. 
~ 

-·--:-·----· :~.---- - _ .. ·-··.-:-----· -
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CHAPTER I ( 2 ) 

It· concludes. with accounts of Graham's personal friendships 

with major ·Israeli lec.ders - Golda Meir, _Abba Eban, Menachez:i 

Beigin, Yitchak Rabin, · Teddy Kollek, Simcha Dinitz, and many 

. others. 

The chapter includes reports on Graham's vi~its to Israel 

and his experiences with many facets o:f current Tsraeli society. 

( Photo.s: Billy Graham · at iNhi te House dinner with Golda Meir; 

Graham wi·th Abba Eban, i.1enachem. Be igin, Teddy Kollek, Yi tchak 

Rab in ; Graham in J e ru sa 1 em ) E.ti..i.is x.f .rlllmx:.t ke:x.f:i:im.;x~isx.i.luui.:L~xxx~ 

-·~---------- --·- --·· :r ····· 
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CHAP!'ER II .... 

"WORK AND PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM" 

( "2-0 pages; ''"' S photos) 

"Two years ago .I gave my wife (Ruth) a gold pendant on one 
side of which is inscribed in Hebrew, 'Pray for the .peace of 
jerusalem~ and the same ~ thing on the o'ther side in English .. 

"My elder son, Frenklin, has been in the Middle East 
· twenty-seven.x times. My eldest daughter, Bunny, and her husband 
went to Hebrew University and lived in Jerusalem for .a -year. 
My eldest son-in-law's ~Fred Di.ene.1'-C·,-ifusomid.0£i'i~"> gri;indmo."ther --- . . is buried in Jeru'salem. Thus we, as a family, have a very personal 

" interest in that great city apart from its biblical and political 
significance." 

Graham disclosed his personal ties to Israel during an 
adqress be~ore the American ~wXsk .Jewish Committee in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on October 28, 1977. Sub~equently, I learned that his 
son, Fra?klin, volunteered to serve in a non~combative role with 
the r ·srae+i army during the Yom Kippur Was as an expression of 
his _ commitment to Israel's survival. Bunny ~nd her husband worked 
in an Isr?-eli kibbutz to help relieve the manpower shortage. Gigi 

· . . P1e.f'l11i~v . . 
and her hu~b~d, Fred('"ft-::tve""""Deen making films about Jerusalem an~ 
Israel as a means of countering anti-Israel propaganda. 

This chapter reveals that Graham, in addition to his 
political interventions, has engaged in a number of important 
efforts to mohlize public support f _or Israel's cause among some 
4:0 million Evangelical Christians in the United States. 

,, He spent an estimated $500,000 to produce a full-length 
film about Israel and its people. Called His Land, the film was 
an evangelical lov~ poem for Israel. It was shown before some 
10 million'.Americans, .usually in .packed ev~ngelical churches, with 
frequent responses of stamiing ovations-. 

In April 1970, Pri'me Minister Golda Meir had Graham's 
film presented to the entire Israeli Cabinet. She wrote ~raham, 
"Thank you for. picturing our land a_s it is. I've never seen it 

_.... . .... -.. .,,,... 
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so beautiful •. 11 

Readers will learn that His Land became a significant 
counte~force to liberal crities of Israel who denounced that 

. . 
country's lightning victory in 1967 war as "a Nazi-like blitzkrieg'"!. 
against the ·Arabs. Graham's efforts were designed . to oppose 
those critics of Israel ·•:ho could identify with Jews as 11 victims11 

but could not tolerate Jews n.s ·"victors" or# "winners." 

This chapt~r highlights some . of Graham's other zx.X±lti:~xasx 
actions in support of Israel. For example, his setting up a 
m 0rt~ travel program in Which several hung~ed Evangelical 

f"I'\:\· "311, ' ~ 
Christians tour Israel,r"GrS:m:rfu's is .. the largest organized program 
of Christian tourists to the Jewish State. 

. $ . 
The chapter concludef with Billy Graham's ~oral dilemma 

in the Middle East.~ ev~ngelist ·with a wor~d-wide mission, . 
he is concerned for evangelical Arab Christians who are subjected · 
to harsh pressures by Arab gove_rnmerits when Graham supports Israel. 
At th.e same time, his love for Israel is central to his b~!t.ittJ 
as a devout evangelical Christian. · That .is why Graham's interventio:ES 
for Israel with the White House have .been mostly private and 
unpublicized - until now •. 

~"~~·hv~ 
(Photos: Beonti fLl"l still$ from His Land; 

Graham and his children in Israel.) 



CHAPTER III 

'.:.~ONLY ONE .:MAN· 'CAN 'SAVE :MY ·RUTHIE" 

' ··:·( "2-5':pages.; 'r photos) 

Rivka AJ.eksandrovi:c.il .i's a Short:, squat dynam.o:.of" a woman. 

:Born in Riga, Latvia, some 48 years ·_. ago, she. taught English 

during her later +esidence in Moscow • . She was allo~ed . to leave 

for Israel in the · 1at.e-. l960s whep Rµ.ssia opened its gates for 

large Jewish· emigration. 

In May 1971, Rivka .came to the United States on a mother's 

· mission of mercy. ~km: Her 23-year-old daughter; Ruth, a trained 
... nurse, was imprisoned in the brutal Potma Prison by the KGB. She 

was charged ·with an "a::i~i-Soviet act" .. - buyimg ·a Hebrew Bible on 

the black market. Ruth was suffering from asthma and a Be<E"°1f'n 

lE-itix::;a:y?d-Jmemir, n~phritis. Her mot er feared that Ruth would die 

unle sst she could be · r·e.le~sed shortly ·from that dank hard la1z>or. 

camp. 

' -. In a New York hotel room, Rivka confronted me forcefully. 

·"My -Ruthie will die in -months, maybe weeks, unless we can get 
. ' 

her . out. Only one person can save her. i• She held up her forefinger 

in my· face. •iThe ·number one man in the United States, only he 

C§.11 save my Ruthie • 11 And, she added in words that .!Btre:nee both 
. . 

commanded and implored, "You must get .me ~o ·him•" 

The "hi.m" was President Richard Nixon . And the only . 
door to Nixon , Rivka was persuaded, was Billy Graham. 

This chapter begins .with the narra.ti ve of how the author 

arranged a meeting between Rivka Aleksandrovich and Billy Graham 

in the Chicago Hilton Hotel. It describes their movi~ "prayer 
meeting" together, and then tells how Graham .reached Henry 

Kissinger with Rivka's appeal for her daughter. Kissinger inte rvenes 

with Soviet Ambassador Anat oly Dobrinin. Sil! months later Xixkax 

Ruth Aleksandrovich is released from Potma Prison and is reunited 

with her parents in Israel. 

The middle part of this chapter describes a series of 
episodes in which Billy Graham made personal efforts to help 

endangel."ed Jews. It details meetings that the author helped 
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arrange for Billy Graham with Jewish leaders in Hungary (Sept. 1977);. 
. his dramatic v:isi t to Ausohwi tz ( fl'Iov. 1978) and his encounter 
with the remnant Polish Jewish commu ni. ty; his .controversiaL 
visit to the Soviet Union (Mt\Y 1982) and his dialogue with Rµssian 
Jewish leaders. 

It also reports on his efforts .to help save other Russian 
J_ews ( 1,72); . Iraqi Jews ( Ju.ne 1969); his acti'ons to release . 
Israeli POWs in Egypt and Syria{l973); and his participation in 
a memorial se_rvice in San Francisco for Israeli athletes killed 
by PLO terrorists in Xlimcx the Munich Olympic games. 

(Photo§ of Graham with So,viet Jews; Hungar:j.an Jewish leaders; 
in · Auschwitz, in .the USSR.) ' 

, · 

.. : -
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The year 1973 was. ,/;~+,;;- ~£·':.:.sis foi,~jil:rica. Eariy in the .._1 t.. 
· · . _· /\ .· . ttt\«r~ lld1w W"./ 11',~"'-Cl"-'4t~~{ 

year former President . Harry ·:-rr.iman. died• ~ _ amer °6A9 aeson'6 J , . · •u"°'' :--~-~--·~~~ ... ....,_<) ·A . · . ·1·t .. 1 t .Mtaug1u:a•1Mi e:LS1Ie~roc11m;n.'®· merican mi i ary invo vemen 
. ' ~ . 

in Vietnam came to an end. Fo.rmer..Preside~t Lyndon Johnson died. 
There was the emotion-charged return of the POWs. And them Watergate 
cast its ·pall over the nation. 

In Oc$ober, the Mid-East War exploded. 
. ' . 

Wi.th all that turmoil, the Am~.rican Jewish community was 
· CQIJ+fronted_ by Ei''~clfa1 --~-;,;;; ·fer ~C.i ~anxiety • . rn January 
1973, a group o~ evangelical Christian leaders launched "Key 73," 
a nationwide campaig~~'to ·.call · »:f the continent to Christ." 

. ' 
:zealous ·evangelists organized missionary campaigns in every 

major c·i ty and state in the · country· whose purpose was to convert 
America into "a Christian na·tion." Special efforts were undertaken 
to evangelize the Jewish communi~y, particularly young Jews. 

· Fanati~ missionarjes from the Campus Crusade for Christ, and 
other similar proselytizi~g groups, began to make life unbeara»lefr ~· 

for Jeyds_e. students 
1
in high schoihls and on college campuses.{ JYg{ ;~;- -~ 

~ r.1 ~~tit. , .,.. ti'H ~ , 
~eu:e.s;p.F.£ma~ be· depicted.) When Jewish ~tuaents resisted 
efforts to convert them ·to Christianity, some youthful evangelists 
became ope):;;l anti-Semi tic. "Blind Jews, 11 "hard-hearted Jews., 11 · they · 
~t'!\t~ ' . 
an;el-~ ~ a number of ·instances they actually began ~o ostragize 
Jewish studeiln_s. 

Billy Graham had jus~ returned from a series of Crusades 
· in various parts of Amer1ca, and became disturbed by what he had 
seen and heard. In early Febrilary of that year, _I received an 
anexpected telephone call froJ7j1 him~ 

"Mar<;:, I'm very upset about what has been happening to 

Jewish people as a result of Key '73. I hear that it's leadint; to 
some anti-Semitism by youilg evangelical zealots. That can't be alloweti 
to go on. I need to talk with you." ' 

He asked me to visit wit'h him in his home in Montreat. 
On the cold morning . of February 27, 1973, I took a plane to Charlotter 
T'IW. Wilson, G-raham• s closest aide t. t th 

1 me me a . e ~irport and drove me 
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in a stationwagon to the Graham home. (!.f al"p1opr!ace, desc1ibe ride · 
t~'\d.ll.:tai ptoP=home; ~ele..phORe-e-e>mf!?UTli-ca-t-i:o11s in car; gate§ and 

.. ~ .... dogay GI'abam's. ~-...el<:W11•.11t.ilJl.,or. · a~~·._'.,~ 
After a loveiy luncheon prepa·t;·ed b~" R th Graham, Bil invited 

me into his library and we began our three-and- hour conversati~n~ 
We talked about m~nY . tning~s - the wa · Vietnam, the mood of America, 

t...,,_ >\~I ,<I< (7~ . 
r .ace relations, Fresident · ·. • But the heart · of our talk was 
devoted to a di~~f Key 73 and Graham's attitudes. toward Jews 
and . Juda~ ---- -"Since we began. our dialogue some time back, 11 Graham said, 
"I've been giv~ne; a lot of thought and prayer to what oughtm to be 
the Christian's attitude toward the Jewish people. I've been stud~ing 
the Bibie with that thought in mind. I'm. now convinced that many of 
our theological attitudes toward Jews have been sinful. We Christians 
have · frequently been reading into the Bible what is not there. We have 

\\ r.,""t:/ 
to hear what the Bible says to us, and ~/read our biases into the 
Bible. 

"As far as I c~ see," Graham added, "nowhere does the Bible 
tell us that Judaism is to .come to ~n end with the birth of Christianit~r -
And nowhere do I find that we Christian.s are obligated to convert the 
Jewish people out ·of existence." 

And then Grah~m took a Bible, placed it in his lap, and 
read aloud two passages. The one grom De.u toronomy 7 says, "God's 
covenant ·with I~rael is fore_ver9 everlasting • 11 The passage from 
Psalm 89 states t~at God has made a covenant with David and it is 
as permanent as the rising of the sun and the settine of the moon. 
(quote exact passages). 

Graham looked up from the Bible and said to me, "Marc, the 
Bible•s message is clear and unimistakable. The Jews are God's chosen 
people, and He has a special, permanent relationship with the Jewish 

1 "'"s Coft\C. t~~' 1a·ooM (l'l..lh~ e\le:.•••.'h\\· c~I ~h\,\t\IA) c~c St:"4.l't· ,~Tha 
s.eop e. r\;o....-c.. ·Q.~fl~ tf 'cd1/ t.~t, · II J 

-t•.JS ~f'C. I reJponded at once,' "Billy, I appreciate very much what 
. iV•(1.:'CJ. . 

you have just said, anq I deeply a~e your honeoty and your · 
spirit. It would be .extremely important if you would make a pu.blic 
statement along .the lines of \\,lhac you have just said to .me. It would 
h~lp clear the air immensely around all the confusion and bitterness 

that has developed as a re.sul t or the Key 73 campaign." 
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Graham stood up, went to his de sk and returned ni th a yellow pad. 

He began sketching out a _ statemen_t that would become his official 
stand on Key 73 and campaigns t o co.xrvert t he J ews. . . 

-( k\..he began numb~ ring·. his points, he paused and ':Ne t~_lke_e 
more on~h,subje.ct. "Of course, you.r.: understand that .r __ am/ an .. .. 

evangelist ..• ~ Great Commission ogligates _me to preach tJ;re Gospel 

to every man .~, P: so, I want to be c l ear abou~ that~ ~;.fui ~ndividual 
Jew - or Muslim, Hindu, or lUlX Catholic~ or unbe+ieyer - comes to 

.... .r· ,r . 
me saymng he or ' she ants to become a Christi an, /I' wiil convert them 

' ' // ,-· . 
. to Christ. Just as'··you feel free to convert a/Chri~tian or some other 

person who co~es to )ou eeking to become ~~ew.,x~u have every 
. . . . ,,(' I 

right in conscience :to'·· co ert tt.:.em to Judaism .J' 

I said I under~·tpod that a11d~greed . /~ut he quickly added, 
'\ ,,.· ;, 

"what I am strongly opposed., to .. ve: these organized groups and 
. . ,\' 

campaigns that try to convery( th Jewi>sh p~ople." 
,,,, \. ,t 

"Does that include the .s -:-cal led X. "Jews for Jesus?" I ·/ . '\'\ ; · 
"Absolu~e·ly," Graham resp~ng ' 

. / '-~ ' 
The oext day . Billy Graha.m···wrot.e me the followimg letter: 

aske.d •. 

,-;;:~ Marc , ' . . ./ . . '\ \ 
Enclosed is a / statement ~at I am releasing to 

the p . ss relative to .the conue.-fus ofer K~), 1 I am hopeful -that 
,f \ 

statement will help ·in p_irt clari~y the '~r lems that have arisen. 

You mrse this statement',~,any way that you 

Wit/warmest pe r sonal greeting s, am 

fit • 

· C "'ially , J ·,~ · 
~lly •II . ""''-

L_ · 
~- Within the week, Graham's offices in Minneapolis issued 

his · statement to the nation's press. · (Quote full text) 

The crucial pass.~ge said: 

· "Along with most evangelical Chris:tians, I believe God 

has always h~d a special relations~ip wit h the Jewish people, as 

St. Paul suggests in the Book of Romans. In light of that, I have never 

felt called to direct my evan~elisttc eff orts to Jews or any ot her 
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parti.cu&ar group." 

This chapter will analyze othe~ elements · in this statement 

regarding deceptive tactics of missionaries, an~d his com.mf"tinent · 

._to religious plu:ralism. 

It quotes other positive statements Graham has made about 

Jews and Judaism: · 
" 

11 As soon as I bega.."l to study the Bible/, in earne·st, I discovered' 

the devt I owed to Israel, to Judaism, and the Jewish people. · 
11Eva.:i:lgelical Christians . especially h~ve an affinity for ti.he 

Jews becau£e the Bible they love is essentially a Jewish book written 

under . the influehce of God's Spirit. One theologian has said: . 'Remove 

the New Testament books wri tt.en by the Jews and only two remain, Luke 

and Acts. Remove . every J~ w.i~8~~~~!~,:"" ... every Jewish influence from 
.the New Tcstameat, and only a ~.IDfsxxER.E/here and there from a pagan 

source is left, scarcely enough for_ a short paragraph.' 11 

(From Graham ad.dress before the American Jewish Cammi ttee 

in Atlanta, Oct. 28, 1977) 
. ' 

The chapter describes the controversy that ensued after 

Graham issued his Key 73 statement that was ·published widely in 

the nation's press - N.Y. Times, Wash. ·Post; Time, Newsweek, AP, 

and the major religious. press of the country. · It discussed the. 

bitter attack by· the Jews for Jesus group, - and Grail.am' s . response.· 

The chapter poncludes with an analysis of how these 

attitudes of Graham he.ve affected his actions · toward· Israel, and · · 

toward anti~Semitism. 
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.AUSCHWITZ - Ti:: Iii'J"~JH~M :iOrt.. .• 611: OP Ai.II-S!!PIMISM 

· ( ,~O pages; - ~ photos) 

"My visit to Auschwitz will certainly be one of the most 

unforgettable events of my life. The memory of the . incredible 
horror which took place here will be burned on my mind. and 

heart as long as I live. I have reaa much about Auschwitz, but 
. nothing could have prepared me for tre revu°Ision and depressiop. 

that I feel here at this moment." 

Billy and RU.th Graham went to Auschwitz on October 12, 1978. 
They walked hand in hand past the endless rows of. barbed-wire fences, ,, ,, . 

the human cages called lagees, and they stared with vanant eyes 
into the barbaric horro:s symbolized by the crematoria. Them; they 

fell on their knees and prayed that God "rebuke the powers of the 

devil ••• that did this evil." 
At ·. the gates of Auschwitz, "they issued a statement to 

the world's pres·s. In thei-r deeply moving text, they called 
11 Aus$b_witz more than a place-- it is a blot on the whole human 
race." They a.sked tl;imt the world learn lessons from the barbarism 

of Auschwitz: 
"Yesterday it was the Jews, the Poles, and peoples of many 

nations. Tomorrow it may be other minorities of other lands. :But what 

is more terrifying is that tomorrow it may not be just ethnic or 
religious minorities, but; instead,· entire nations." 

The plgx pilgrimage to ·Auwchv1i tz was the capstone of 
decades-long efforts by Billy Graham to combat anti-Semitism. 

This chapter describes the state of anti-Semitism among 
fundamen talis.t and ·eva~igelical Ghristians based on recen.:t studies. 

· rt XJQC&i~sxx analyzes the . ro l e that ~raditional Christian teachings 

on alleged c.Ollective Jewish guilt for -death of Christ have played 
in forging anti-Semitic vEJZx.x views among milliions of Christians • 

. . 
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It then cit es major sta t ements of Graham JZ~jecting these 
clas~ic Christian anti-Semitic views; for example: 

"Anti-Semitism, no matter what its origins, no matter where 
it is found, is a blatant denial of God i_n the J·ew. It must_ be 
repudiated. We must attack any shred of anti-Semit ic discrimination •. 
We must purge oursel¥es completely of this foul blemish from a 
former period of apostasy." ( ])l:;c. 1967.) 

Opening a five-day crusade in Charlotte, Nprth Carolina, 

Graham declare_d b~fore 15, 000 people: 
"Christians should not ever 'blame the ·Jews' for the 

crucifixion of Jesus. ·The Romans crucified him • 11
. (April 1972) 

· In response to a letter from the author welcoming his 

rejection of the "Christ-killer" charge, Graham wrote: "I have made 
a point of doing this in every -sermon that I preach concerning 
the death of Jesus Christ • 11 

This section describes in detail Graham's full position 
in opposing the theological roots of anti-Semitism. 

·---.. It quotes th~ text of a milestone resolution adopted by the 
Souther~ Baptis t CoEVention in 1972, and cites Graham's publ ic 

' response to it: "I am tot ally, comple t ely, and irrevocably opposed 
to anti-Semi t ·ism." 
· The next part records Graham·' s cr:ttical r~action to anti-

J~wish\mage~ ~n the film, .- ~esus Christ Sup~rst~r.It reports on the 
film, the Kidiµ..g p*~e; which Graham had his film company produce 
as an ant idote to anti -Secitism. (-:rhe film narrates the .life of 
Corrie ten Eoom , an evangelical Du~th Christian woman ~ho saved 
J~ws frqm Nazi death squads because she be1ie:ved "the Jews a re 

· the ~pple of God' s eye • " Y. · 
It e~fers to Graham's re·jection of Bou thern Baptist ~astor 

Bailey Smith's widely-publicized comment, "God does not hear the 

prayer of the Jews." 

. The chapter closes with a quote from Graham•·s letter of 
acceptance to serve on the U. S. Holocaust :Memorial Commission in 
which he pledges to fight anti-Sem~tism anywhere that it rear s 
its hea~(May 1984). 

-(Photos: Billy and Ruth Graham at Auschwitz) 
~,._,,, ~row. ~ 1 ._J~q . £~": !!.: ... ~·~L~!-i..~~ 
~ \,t. ~o s ~fb ~ '!.~~!:~.fu~~:::l .... f ~,~~:!:::.:~ ) 
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It was July 4, 1979. The site - the west front s .te·,t>"s of 

the Capitol, immediately pefore the Dome. Billy G.raham .organize.d 

tr.Honor America Day" t .o ceitebrate our nation's birtb.d~y and to 
make a statement about the· s oul of · America i;·i?" "t~ .. 1 .::-, -~ , -

· .It was Hazzlih~ .. ~~;~~gt'fgious ~D.t, part 

patriotic~rh~l"~~:Iha~rks. It was highlighted by stars 

from television (Dayid Hartman, the toast :::J.aster), ~ollywood 

(Bob Hope and company), the United States A~ Band and ·qhorus, 

and ~epresentatives from ''Big l}usi~ess" (J . Walter Marriott of 

the l'farriott Hotel chain.) 

Before the Capitol steps, an estimated 150,000 Americans 

from all walks of life clustered together ·under a br.illiant hot sun .. 

To give public express~on to t~e ~~ligio~' and ethnic diversity 
. · . . t ~ c.r~f:;.~.~-~ .f..:rt ~""-' o~.~. · . 
of America, Graham 1nv-ited~rel1g1·ou.-s~nd· racial leaders ~.~ 

maJe¥~101~ to tak:~ part in the program - Archbi$h4p Fulton J. Sheela> 

for ·t ·he Catholics; Elde!t' .Ezra Ta:fit: Benson for the Mormons; .Rev. 

John T. Tavlarides for ·che Greek Orthodox; this writer for the Jews; 

Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks· for the blacks; and Lynda Johnson Robb for 

women4 

Then Graham delivered the keynote talk : 

Quoi:;ing President Jhhn F. Kennedy, he said, "We need 

not independence, but interdependence - not the in~ividual liberty 

of one, but the .indivisible lilflerty of all. 

"We need a: new s pirit of love in ou r land a spirit of 

rove between the races, between the generations, between all the 

· citizens of · .this gre~t melting pot we call America. We need to wor,k 
together and learn what it means to depend on e~ch other as well as 

on ourselves. :: .. =e .need each other, wha t .eve r our ethnic or religious 

background • 11 

-·":""T"'··-~--··-·--·------···~ ...... . 
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CHAPTER ~i -u} 

This chapter analyzes the evolut·ion of Biliy Graham's attitudes 

about America as "a Christian nation" to his present acceptance of 

the religious pluralism . of this country • . 

It details G·raham' s views toward church-St.ate relations and 

such key issues as prayer in the public schools, abpition, tuition 

tax credit, pornography, ·anq. censorship. It cites his conversations 

.with recent Presidents lUI«. on these questions, · particularly with 

Ronald Reagan during the ~a&•• public controversies on .theze 

-themes. 

It also define~ his distinctive approach towar« these matters 

in contrast to1hose of the Rev. Jerry Falwell and the Moral Majority . 

. An historical section briefly trace_a Graham's views ~ to 
. . - ..._~~~-~ ~-

r (W:le _0.riginel: etrii&&J e waged i:n- ~8th cen~ Ainerica~Cmmcm s 1>p=--· 
e .vangelical Baptists a.nd )lethodis·ts for religious :J_ioerty. It acknow­

led.:tes . G·~"aham' s awareness~at America owes the First Amendment ~ ~F .... ~ ·('\~ -
the Bill of Rights to the . ...\ <" (.Baptist, RogeE Williams, and his 

successors in Yirginia. It documents that Graham is closer to the 

· historic Baptist tradition of the se.paration of church and state than 

. . is Jerry ·Falwell and· hi..s f _ollowe rs./ . 

. , ~:.\" ,-. · At the same .. s
1 

.time, this chap-ter . surveys !IDra~' s intense . 
• l"' - ~ / . :h ~ / J \ / 

.} ., ... ,~' . concern over th~mora1 healt~ ... Ameri a · - the1.}rug e~id.em;/', prime, ..... 
r family decline .{ alcbholism, ... pornograph - and/ his proposal'.~ for how 

to ~e~~ rse ;nis. t_rey d ./ I~· . ~u~tes his appe~_:J./c ~ct. ~8 ,( i;11) ~I .Jews and . · 
Chr~stia:IJ.)/to coopeiate in methods for~.xe·storing the ·lnoral . fjJ)er . 

of America~ . 
. . 

~ (Photos: n .x Billy ·Graham, Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Marc Tanenbaum 

Honor Ame ri'ca Day - :Silly Graham and · Marc Tanenbaum 
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CHAn~R VIII .(INSERT) 
Pgh 3 

ttf\l -i' . We ha.I; been visiting refugee camps in .Holl©I' Kong, Thailan&, 
~ Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Fh:illipir-es.Several of the countries 

had re~use.d to receive the hapless regugees. Singapore was one. 
Refugees were turned back to JB.ex t .he -'South China Sea where many 

·.drowned. or were robbed or rapea,L~ by pirates. . 
. . . l . . 

As we . sat down to dinner, one of Ambassador Abramowitz' aides 
g&ll.EXX casually· announced, ''.Billy Graham is opening a week-long 
crusade in Siriga:pore ton.ight." . 

Then the Ambassador said, · 11 1 wish we could get to him. We 
need all the help we can get to persuade the Singapore authorit ies 
to change their policy and start taking in some of the boat peopleo" 

· 
11 I know Billy Gr~am," I said to Ambassador Abra:i:l.owi tz. 

"We ~re good friends. I' 11 be glad to talk to him. 11 

The chapt'er tells how the AµiE..rican Embassy in Thailand 
reached Graham throug~ the U.S. Embassy in Singapore and. describes 
our conversation: . 

.. .. I explained to ldmx Graham ••• 
"Only in· America~" I joked. 

This chapter goes on to analyze the transformation of 
Graham's views about social justice - from his early pietist concerns 
about private-salvation--only to a conviction about evangelical 
Christian responsibility for socia~ justice and human needs. It then 
provides a brief histori~al section tracing evangelical involvement 
i ·n social welfare to the early days of America 1 s founding. 

,, It also spells cut Graham's growing involvement as p~rt of 
. . 

that tradition in practical aid to the poor, blacks, and the elderly. . ' . 

It proviqes information about Graham Is c.reation of several relief 
agencies, among theIJ, the ·sama:ti.tan' s Purse and World Medical Missio.s 

which his son, Franklin, directs • 
. The chapter concludes with references ·to Graham's continuous· 

reliance on the Hebrew Prophets as the m9ral source for his social 
actions. 

(Photos: Graham at Singapore crusade 

Tanenbaum with .Vietnamese boat people) 



CHAPTER . ·~ 

~l '-'RELIEVE THE OPPRESSED" 

-( . \~ pages; ~ photos) 
.. ~,j' C(()..J./ _) 

·rheJ bassador to Thailand, Ivlorton Abramowitz, and his 
f. ~ 

spunky wife, Sheppie, ·~ deeply caring people. They played a 

central role in helping relieve the suffering of hundreds of 

thousands of pa the tic Vieb.ilame_ se boa·t people. 

In Decembe:z;- 1978, they hosted a dinne.r in the elegant 

American Embassy -.in Bangkok for the Citizens Commission on Indochinese 

Refugees. We were a group of fourteen American civic and re·li5 ious 

leaders on a fact-finding miss~on for the International Rescue 
Committee. Among the leaders of the group were James Michener, 

the novelist; William Casey, now head of the OI.&; Leo Cherne, the 

economist; Ainbass_§:.qQ~~9ecil ~ns, former ambassador to Chile and 

then Sri Lanlia;J/former Unde;secreta~y of §tate:lohn RichaF<i~,~ 
Bayard Rust i n, the civil rights activis~d ~s2i£xx this writer. 

Vie had been :.tmrxiEg visiting tP.--¥refugee c.amps in Hong 

Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,~~t~~ Phillipines, ;!!!!f! ~i-_.0~pore.~ 
Seve:r:a,~. of the~ couni;;~ies had refv.s~d _;tC? receive the hapless r efugees l 
~f'·-<1 '-'- i,..t'-V-.0 .(;t-4--- , ri.0-v,~ ' ~ -...!l..'. \. \ •,..;v\.e.--- '17¥/1.,,J f 
..a.ad were turn~ taem "6ack to ~sea, 11hq12Go-ma.n.:_~rowned o~.2.:~d ,,,I 
and raped by piratesj:Jl..4h:~S0ut~na-:::-~ea. S1iig~po;f"e ~ en:::.e · tie~ 

------~ . ...... --. .,._,.~ / sed to take ~ - h--L- · .. 
) As we sat ~own to dinner, one of Ambassador Ambramowitz' 

aides announced, "Billy Graham is opening KXKrirxx a week-long crusade 
in Singapore tonight." 

-. Then the Ambassador said, "I wish we could g~t to _him. 

We need all the help we can ~et to persuade the Singapore . authorities 

to change their policy · and start taking in some of the boat people." 

"I know Billy Graham," I said to Ambassador Abramowitz. 

"We are good friends. I'll be glad- to ta],.k to .. h!n:i~ ... ·.~,,.""""'''"""''"'·"" ... _._ ... ,.,,.,.,.,,, .. -., .. 
. ~ . .,,..,._._....,.,,~. ,. ~«'-"-""'"-'~~···-,•-·'" "'v.·.·· · '·- ·~·->--· ...,'' ' ' '&•· .. ··o·""_,..._.,~ .. ;;,·.,-'···--'' .. .. .. ' 

/~ _ , _ , __ . "That's terrific, '· the AiDbassador responded. At once, he 
~--_:::)asked one of his· aides to put thr~u~ a call to the American Embassy 

.. ,,..~,,,, in Singapore requesting that t ey try~o get Dr. Graham on the phone . 
/ . 
~ _ Within axkaifx the 'four; t e phone rang. I~ was Billy 

/ Graham. · \ . . 
_,, ' 

,/ 

~: ' --:-> 
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I'm calling you from "Hel~illy, this is Marc Tanenbaum, 

the American· Ellica~sy_in Bangkok." ~------....-------~~~ 
"Marc., it' .s wonderf'ul t0-1~!tt'!:~ but my God, what are 

~~:-----_._ 
you doing in t · of the Graham sa ~in..Jl.!~ North 

Carol· 
I explained to him what our mission was about, and asked 

hi~ if ;e would talk about the terribie _plight of the boat people 

during his sermons in Singapore ·. 

"I should have thought of that myself, 11 Graham said. 110f course, 

I will. That's a Christian responsibility. You Jewish people are 

often more Christian in your compassion than we Christians." 

· He then agreed tl,lat he would express hi$ concern about 

the need. to welcome re~ugees to the Singapore Government people 

he would be meeting with during th~ week./ · 

After we hung up, Ambassador Abramowitz said: 

"That's fantastic~ An American Ambassador who is· a Jew 

arranges for a Rabbi t<?. talk with the world's leading .ifYXX~xxxgk:i:xxx 

Christian .evangelist about how to save the lives of Bti.ddhist 

Vietnamese refugees ••• " 

· .,~ ; "~nly ·in America t 11 I joked. 

~~~\~~ ---
. · f 1 This c .apte) describes the transfiormation of Billy Graham's 

views about s cial justice - from hi~ early pietist ·concerns about · 
/. ~ - .. ' . 

private salv ion o a conviction about evangelical responsibility 

for s _ocial · ~tice/ and human.;..JlrU~![ml!IXX needs. 

@It rovid4s information about Graham'.s creation of two 

reli~f a.gen :i,es~ /the Samaritan's purse and World Medical Missions ·'='_..: _1:.: 

{ which his on, F:riankli.n, directs. . . a;_i}r J:.~~ ... 
.. _ /;?;"\ ± also spells. out Graham's growing pragitearinvol:v:men~.1'' 

~ · I'-- c..i..& .; J<:- ~-:..iv~:~~n. '~t- · r. '.." ~ 
/ . ia prac;tic 1 aid .to the poor, blacks, and ~he ' elderly. -~ \'~1-

0

~ 
. Gr(,\ h c~v"'. · s c-otd-1 nt' ~ .\Ll!. . r- L .. ,~v:~~--i:_i... J'_ht. ... 1:\-_"'.':'. ":v.,:.....i. __ f-.r\; -(~l.~.xr4L.~ ~- ""' o. -.~ .. ,5 ~: ~ P.~-----.... 
". $.-o( hi> -;c.- 1 ~-l c:id':tt:s; e ch ter con~Cldes w1 th a brief historical section -

\.'-....... %ci,ng ev ngel ·cal involvement in socic.l -~ the cD days of t e{jounding i!Jl§ric~ .- - · 



"We are ·th~ fi::r.§3.t-~-ll~r-~ti.arL.ta he told that we may ~the last ••• : 

On March 10, 1982, Billy Graham ca~e to the _Church Center 
for the Uni t 'ed Nations for a festive luncheon. John M. Templeton::., 

a devout_ PregR~SuE~~H tfl~~an whowa~t%£~i~R~~pl~~ts~rcessful Templeton 
Mutual Funds, ~~~xanX««~e@rah.am,/ the 1982 .Templeton Foundation Priz~ 

__ for Progress in Religion. The award for $200,0_00, repudledly the 
largest in the world, "-·~'-:i. t_._.bt.--~'----C::...( (0 Gfo-l~t:\..\. ..... ....._, ~~L~ t.1.---. /~'""'f /!. 

, . 'I J j 
An ecumenical) gatheririg of relig'ous and civic leadei:s · · . ..__.. . 

were present to horior Billy Graham. Among those who spoke in trillu.te 
to Graham. were the ~t. Rev. John Allin of Memphis ~' Tennessee, 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.; Ar9hbishop 
iakovos, _Primate of the Greek Orthodox Arch&iocense af N~rth and 

South America; Archbishop John Gerety of the Catho·lic.- Diocese of 
Newark, New Jersey; and_ this writer for the Jewish eommunity. 

In responding to the trigutes, Graham said cryptically that 
h~"might have news'?~oon ab~u.t "relig&··in ~he Soviet Union." Graham 
referred to the contro~ersy that ·hae 1Egun to erupt over an invitation 
he received from the Russian Orth:dox Church to preach at the 

. extravagantly billed, "World Confe r ence of Religous iie.ali:ars Workers 
!for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastropher" . ·rhe 
conference was to be held May 9-15 in Moscow. 

During the Templeton luncheon, I was sitting next to 
Ambassador Jean Kirkpat~ick, who represents the Reagan Administration 
at the United Nations. She told me that members of the White House 
s:fa~f were concerned about Graaam' s going to Moscow. They were sure 
t hat the Soviets would exploit him for their pro~aganda purposes. 
She said she knew that Graham and I we re good friends, and she asked 
if I would tell Graham that she would like to meet with him to talk 
about the Moscow Peace Conference. (Ambass~.dor Kirkpatrick had to _ 
leave early to attend a UN session, and the·refore could not dissuss 
her concerns directly with Graham at that ti~e.) 

' ~ . ' 
After the lunceeon and the · speeches, Billy came over to me 

and asked if we cou.ld sit down aomewhe;re in a corner and · discuss 

the proposed ~np to Russia .\_ 
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C_HAPTER · v.:-f1 ( 2) 
.... 

Graham and I went off to a private room and talked for 
about an hour. He wanted to calk about his dilemma, ahe conflict­
ing pressures on him, and he asked my advice. . ; . 

. . Since the mid-1970s, Graham has been ma.king'\ impo::-tan t 
speeches about the nuclear threat to lb.he survi va!_yf mankind. 
At _th~Honor Americ_a µay" ceremony (see chapte~lt-), Graham 
to.ld a large audie·nce that included Congressmen and Senators, 
"·We are ~hr first generation to be told th~t we m~y be ·the last. 
One miscalculation ~y one of the world's govcrncents could 
'destroy: the worl_d." · 

This chapter discusses the author's conversation .with 
Graham about the importance of his confronting the Soviet 
authorities and~~~;l~ with his .convictions about nuclear 

. ~ . 
disarmament and hum·an rights~ It details what Graham actually 
preached in Moscow, the furor that exploded E..m over his 
loose statemeats about religious freedom in Russia, It refers 
to his meeting with Russian ·Jewish leaders in rnosc:ow who were 
infiltrated by the KGB. 

The chapter concluded with an evaluation of the . . 

_change in Graham's views from his simplistic ant.i-commu:nism 
~ ( "e:ttaer communism must die, or Christianity · must die") 

l 
f 

to his present convictions about gx detente and global co-existenc~ . 

It cites his stateoent~ about violence, terrorism, and the 
· ·-=--·-·· .. :-:···-<¥imperatives for peace as a condition for 

human survival. 

(Pho~os: Billy Graham preaching in Moscow 

~I · 

, • 7 ,) 
I ·"'r -L~ , 

j 

Ci'raham with Russian Jewish leaders 

\-4~ 
4 L::=--q 



CHAPrER X 

"GIVE ME TOMORROW" 

(Pem•JS:ages; J l>hotof) 

"It was 42 below ze·ro one morning during the Kore.an War. A 

huge Marine was eating cold beans wi~h ,his trench knili'~. His 

clothee were stiff as a board. His face. covered with a heavy 

beard, was crusted with mud. A war correspondent asked him: 
'If I were God and could grant you anything you Wished, what 

would 3ou like most?• 
"The man stood motionaess for a mement, then he ~a.ised his 

head and replied, 
• 'Give me tomorrow.• " 
~illy Graham told that story to a group of JeV1ish leaders 

in At1anta, Georgia, in Octbber 1977. Through that anecdote, 

he waa expressing his optimism about the future of Christiam-Jewish 
relations a12d his hope for a just America. 

This chapter summarizes the catalytic role Billy Graham 
has .J>layed since the 1960s in helping overcome misunderstanding 
b~tween Evangelicals and Jews and in building new respect, mutual 
acceptance and £riendship between the two communities. 

r~ e eJ.@$1 
"It e + aluM,ts Billy Graham 1 s legacy .. for tomorrow" -- toward: 

- America's relationship with Israel; 
- Helping Soviet Jews and other endangered Jewish communi~ies; 

- Combatting anti-Semitism; 
- Turning from proselytism toward a new attitude of respect 

toward the Jewish people and Judaism; 

Strengthening America's democratic ~iuralism and ~Dt 

church-state separation; 
Rebuilding the moral quality of life in America; 

- Advlfing social justice for th-e deprived ana ~he suffering; 

- Promoting the cause oa liberty and world peace. 
•' """ ~ - t\ c.... ;t< ' 'o"' , ..,~ · - ~~ B. 11 The chapter concludes with a \.Jam; b .eva±\iatiau--v.r 1 Y 

G.r.ahmn •as ~he single greatest iriend of the Jewish people and of 

J:s:rae1 that ·the Christian world has _produced in the 20th century." 
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----CHAPTER ~2) 

the 
11 Marc , it ' s 

you doing in t · 
Carol· 

is Marc Tanenbaum, I'm calling you from 

I explained to him what our mission was about, and asked 
him if ge would talk about the terrible plight of the boat people 

during his sermons in Singapore~ 
11 I should· have thought of that myself," Graham said. 11©f c: ourse, 

I will. That's a Christian re~ponsibility. You Jewish pe~ple are 

often more Christian in your compassion than we Christians." 
He then agreed that he would express his concern about 

the need to welcome regugees to the Singapore Government people 
he would be meeting with during the week./. 

After we hung up, Ambassador Abramowitz said: 
"That's fantastic~ An American Ambassador who is a J ew 

arranges for a Rabbi t? talk with the world's leading KYXxgxxxrull:sxx 

Christian evangelist about how to sav~ the lives of Bd.ddhist 
Vietnamese refugees ••• 11 

America! II ~.~) "Only , in 

-·~~~· ~ .This c describes the trans~ormation of Billy Graham's 
justice - from his1early pietist concerns about views about 

1---
0 .a conviction about evangelical responsibility 

for social stice and huaanxiu::ml!ix&m1114x needs. 
·@rt r'ovidds ' information about Graham's creation of two._ . 

relief agen ies: fh.e Samaritan ' s purse and World Medical Missions o-r t d6
; ; 

which his on, F-anklin, directs . . O\;.J'J::.
1 

also spells. out Graham's growing pragiiear inv~l en)f .. /' 
' )k c.k#p+-.. r c...o11Jvdr~~I( r1t r@ ,.., ~ 

1 ·aid. to the poor, blacks, and the elderly.~ S 
. - f- c.e 0"' 'rh< \, f Cit<- "-~ '\h ~ 0 u v c.c 
e ch ter con ~aes with a brief historical section 

J-o 
ngel·cal involve~ent in social welfare ~~ 

of t e{j'ounding #~ric~ 
~~~-,-L~~~~~~~---
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"Hel~y, this is Marc Tanenbaum, 
American Emcas-sy_in Bangkok. 11 

----------:---:----

I 'm calling you from ...... _________ _ 

the -"Marc, it's 
you doing in t · 

wonderful -=-t __ . __ but my God, what are 

CaroJ.in 
I explained to him what our .mission was about, and asked 

him if pe would talk about the terrible plight of the boat people 
during· his sermons in Singapore. 

"I should have thought of that myself," ·Graham said. 110f ·course, 
I will. That's a Christian responsibility. You Jewish people are 

often more Christian in your compassion than we Christians." 
· He then agreed that he would express his concern about 

the need to welcome regugees to the Singapore Government people 
he would be meeting with during the week./ 

After we hung up, Ambassador Abramowitz said: 
."That's fantastic~ An American Ambassador who is a Jew 

arranged for a Rabbi to talk with the world's leading lOCXXexxx«.k.isxx 

Christian _evangelist about how to save the lives of Bl:i.ddhist 
Vietnamese refugees ••• " 

"Only ·in America~" I joked. 

-- \\ ,,iJ/1'( 
-~ This c apte describes the trans~ormation of Billy Graham's 

justice - from hi~· early pietist concerns about 
o a conviction ab·~~·t .. evangelical responsibility 

views about 
private salv 

(j)It 
relief agen 

. ~nd hUJ11an.:-.111xmlde.m:s::icx needs. 
I . . 

rovid s information about Graham's creation of two _ ' . 

i e s:_ ;the Samaritan's purse and World 1.1edical Missions .'J:·-~!, 
on, Franklin, directs. . · o.~ Jr ! 1. ·.~ 

I f-"'' -n • / 
also spells. o-µt Graham's g rowing pra gitear invol~e~·t'\ 

· /;...__ c:..Jvpf<..- <.:.c· ·:dvdt~~ ~ n 1-~ •:.'' · 
I · is prac;tic 1 aid .to the poor, blacks, and t.he elderly . .. ~. \"S 'F ~ 
· G { i,d) (.; w - · s (.o i • t u"; c :~ .. ~ ~-l..<\...v~c.:5'._~_1.-1 J "_h\ .... 1 r< ~v.,:....: __ ~t:~.\'}'\..: CT ~ ~-.t"'- c:. \'\\.0.11~ .• S ~,. ... r __ c~ 
\ -~of flu Seo.:-<. .,,·f. "·t:r~ e ch ter con4'l4des with a brief historical sec t ion ........_ 
' .,. ~c:i,ng ev nge;l. · cal involvement in · social wel:far~ -~ .the 

~ early days of tne,{Jounding ~ric~ . 
Q) ---~:-----------~ 
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,...&fr.QI® 9 O.~ "RELIEVE THE OPPRESSED" 

- V{J.).,V J ( \!"" pages ; --...... photos) 

Th~sador t o Thailand, Morton Abramowitz, and his 

spunky wi~e, Sheppie, ~""!ft deeply caring people. They played a 
central role in helping relieve the suffe!f'ing of hundreds of· 
thousands of pathetic Vienaamese boat people. 

In December 1978, they hosted a dinner in the elegant 
American Embassy in Bangkok for the Citizens Commission on Indochinese 
Refugees. We were a group of fourteen American civic and religious 

leader s on a fact-finding mission for the International Rescue 
Committee . Among the leaders of the group were James Michener, 

the novelist; William Casey, now head of the CI.S; Leo Cherne, the 
economist; .AJnbassadQreCecil L~ons, former ambassador to Chile and 
then Sri LanliaForm~·;··U;d~·;';~;;y7r'stat~~ohl1 RT~,~ 
Bayard Rustin, the civil rights activist and mµm:li:x:x ·this writer. 

We had been :t=i:RS visi ting~fUgee camps in Hon 

Kong, Thailand, Malaysi a, Indonesia,l\the Phillipines,-aH8: ihngc:;pore.~ 
Several of the coun~ies had ref~sed to receive the hapless refugees 
~ ~ iJ'r--1- • ~ ~ ~V\o--- JJfitif..,J ! 
-~ were turn~ ~ ack to sea, Wb'a'PO=many drowned or w::__:. rob~d ~ 

and rape ':__'.':_Pi ra t:!.J.!>A·tw?mft1iC!iIAe. :Je a :--sTng"po;r.'e' :;a:i; tha C bi~ 
re/--trSed to take--f::'rj__~e-f~-e-s-•'-, ....... --:- -"'--~--..... ,..... - ·-

____. As we sat dow~ to dinner, one of Ambassador Ambramowitz• 

aides announced, "Billy Graham is opening WXJIUDOC a week-long- crusade 
in Singapore tonight. 11 

Then the Ambassador said, "I wish we could get to _him. 
We need all the help we can get to persuade thie Singapore authori ties 
to change their policy and start taking in some of the boat people. 11 

11 I know Billy Graham," I said to Ambassador Abramowitz. 

"We are good friends. I'll be glad to talk to him.". _. ·-- ... .. 
/ ____ .. ~ .. q 'j~That'i s ---'te_r.;-ific··,\ the /A~ba.ss,ad~~---~~·;ond~d. At on~e' he 

~asked one of his aides to put\throug a call to the American Embassy 

,~ .. ---'"" in Singapore requesting i;hat t~ey try to get Dr. Graham on the. phone. 

'-----. Within axk.&ifx the\hour, phone rang. It was Billy 

) Graham. \ 
,.,,/ 

_r 
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CHAPTER VIII .(INSERT) 

Pgh 3 

We hatt been visiting refugee camps in Hong/, Kong , Thailans , 
Malaysia, Indonesia,' and the Ph:illlipines . Several of the countries 

had refused to receive the hapless regugees. Singapore was one. 
Refugees wer& turned back to ERa the South China Sea where many 
drowned or were robbed or rapedl' by pirates. 

. ~ 

As we sat down to dinner , one of Ambassador Amramowitz' aides 

£&1Dlxx casually announced, ''Billy Graham is opening a week- long 
crusade in Sirigapore t onight • 11 

·rhen the Ambassador said, 11 I wish we could get to him. We 
need all the help we can get tQ persuade the Singapore -authorities 
to change their policy and start taking in some of the boat people . " 

"I know Billy Graham ," I said to Ambassador Abramowitz. 
"We are good friends. I'll be glad to talk to him . " 

The chapter tells how the American Embassy in Thailand 
reached Graham ~hrough the U. S. Embassy in Singapor e and describes 

our conversation: 
I explained to lll:mx Graham . • • 
"Only in America!" I joked. 

This chapter goes on to analyze the transformation of 
. . 

Grah~m's views about social justice - from his early pietist concerns 
about private. salvationwonly to a conviction about evangelical 
Christian responsibility for social justice and human needs . It then 
provides a brief historical section tracing evangelical involvement 
in social welfare to the early days of America's founding. 

It also spells out Graham ' s growing involvement as par t of 
that tradition in practical aid to the poor, blacks, and the elderly . 
It provides information about Graham ' s creation of several . relief 
agencies, among them., the Samati.tan ' s Purse and World Medical Missions.: 

which his son, Franklin, directs . 
The chapter conclud·es with referellllces to Graham ' s continuous 

reliance on the Hebrew Prophets as the moral source for his social 

actions. 
(Photos : Gr8.ham at Singapore crusade 

Tanenbaum with Vietnamese boat people) 
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CHAPTER ,H1~ I 
- Yi•11n i4Men:oorr: " 

"We are the fiJ~~ge_nerati.an__to.-be. told that we may be the last-•..•..• ""'--"--------·-
On March 10, 1982, Billy Graham came to the Church Center 

for the United Nations for a festive luncheon. John M. Templeton.,, 

a devou~ PreHB~BUE~~H t~l~an whowa~t~£~i¥H~~pIHfitsgrcessful Templeton 
Mutu~l·Funds, pxasamXKM ~s ~raham,/ the 1982 Templeton Foundation Prize 
for Progress in Religion. The award for $200,000 , repu~edly the 

largest in the world)~ ts11b~~ fu G~....;.. ~AA~((. 
An ecumenical gathering of relig~us and civic leaders 

were present to honor Billy Graham. Among those who spoke in tribute 
to Graham were the ~t. Rev. John Allin of Memphis~' Tennessee, 
p residing bishop of the Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.; Archbishop 
Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox ArchBiocense of N~rth and 

South America; Archbishop John Gerety of the CathQlic. Diocese of 
Newark, New Jersey; and this writer for the Jewish Community . 

In responding to the trigutes, Graham said cryptically that 

he!\might have news~V~oon . about "relig~in the Soviet Uni on ." Graham 
referred to the contro~ersy that. has 1Egun to erupt over an invitation 

. ~ 

he received from the Russian Orthdox Church to preach at the 
extravagantly billed, "World Confe r ence of Relig:c:>us iieacD:x.s Workers 
for Saving the Sacred Gift of Li fe from Nuclear Catastrophex". The 
conference was to be held May 9-15 in Moscow . 

During the Templeton luncheon , I was sitting next to 
Ambassador Jean Kirkpartick, who represents the Reagan Administration 
at the United Nations . She told me that members of the White Hosse 
staff were concerned about Grhham's going to Moscow. They were sure 

t hat the Soviets would exploit him for their pro~aganda purposes. 
She said she knew that Graham and I were good friends, and she asked 
i f I would tell Graham that she would like to meet with him t o talk 

abuut the Moscow Peace Conference. (Ambassador Kirkpatrick had to 

leave early to attend a UN session, and therefore could not dissuss 

her concerns directly with Graham at· that tipie.) 

Afte r th~ lunc~on and the speeches, Billy came over to me 
and asked if we could sit down somewhere in a corner and discuss 

the p roposed t.Iip to Russia .'-



<Ji-
CHAPTER ·~ (2) 

Graham and I went off to a private room and talked for 
about an hour. He wanted to talk about his dilemma, ahe conflict­

ing pressures on him, and he asked my advice• ·. 
Since the mid-1970s, Graham has been making impo~tant 

speeches about the nuclear threat to bhe survival of mankind . 

At th~Honor America Day" ceremony (see chapter]t.), Graham 
told a large audience that included Congressmen and Senators, 

"·We are the first generation to be told that we may be the last. 

One miscalculation by o~e of the world's governments could 
destroy the world." 

This chapter discusses the author's conversation with 
Graham about the importance of his confronting the Soviet 
·authorities andtep~~Pl~ with his convictions about nuclear 

~ . 
disarmament and human rights. It details what Graham actually 

preached in Moscow, the furor that exploded hm over his 
loose statements about religious freedom in Russia, It ~efers 

- . 
to his meeting with Russian Jewish leaders in Mosc:ow who we re 
infiltrated by the KGB. 

~ The chapter concludes with an evaluation of the 
change in Graham's views from hi°s simplistic anti-communism 

~ . ( "etthlir communism must die, or Christianity must die") 
to his present convictions about gx detente and global co-existence. 

U \~ ~ It ci~es_ hi~ .s~atements about violence , terrorism , and the 
TI~\~t~i! ~~imperatives for peac.e as a condition for 
~(~~ human survival. 

(Photos: Billy Graham preaching in Moscow 
&raham with Russian Jewish leaders 
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C HAFTER Vif! ( 2) 

Graham and I went off to a private room and talked for 
about an hour. He wanted to talk about his dilemma, ahe conflict­

ing pressures on him, and he asked_ my advice. 
·-

. Since the mid,-1970s; Graham has ·been making-) impor-tan.t · 

speeches -about the nuclear threat to .the surviva.Uf mar1kind. 

At th~Honor Amerio~ Day" ceremony (see chapte~~), Graham 
told a large audience that included Congressmen and Senators; 
"·We are thl!" first generation to be told that we may be -the last. 

One miscalculation by o~e of the world's governments could 

destroy _ the world." 
This chapter discusses the author's conversation with 

Graham about the importance of his confronting the Soviet 
authorities anafi>'~~pl~ with his convictions about nuclear 

~ 
disarmament and human rights. It details what Graham actually 
preached in Moscow, the· furor that exploded u over his 

loose statements about religious freedom in Russia, It ~efers 
to his meeting with Russian Jewish leaders in. Mose.ow who were 
infiltrated by the KGB. 

The chapter concludes with an evaluation of the 
_change in Graham's vieVls from his simplistic anti-communism 
~ ( "ettB..ar communism must die, o_r Christianity must die") 

to his present convictions about KX detente and global co-existence. 

U -\~{~ . It ci te_~~-~-~--:.~.~ateIJent.s about violence, terrorism, and th~ 
Tlt.>.>~\,\G~1' ~~co7b'e:se-a\ im_peratives for peace as a condition for 
~( \ human survival. . 

(Photos: Eilly Graham preaching in ~oscow 
~raham with ~ssian Jewish leaders 
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CHAP.r'ER X l~ 
. ''GIVE .ME TOMORROW"" 

l ·• • .,r . ,\ 
(~g1n1 pages;. J. photof) 

"It was 42 below zero one morning during the tore.an War. A 
,,. \ . 

huge Marine was ·eating · cold beans wi:~his trench kni>fe. His 

clothes were stiff as a board. His face, covered with a heavy 

beard, was crusted with mud~ A war correspondent asked him: 

'If I were .God and could grant you anything you wishes, what 

would you like most?• 

"The man stooQ motionaess for a mement, then he raised his 

head and replied, 

" 'Give me · tomorrow. • · 11 

Billy Graham told that story to a group of Jewish leaders 

in Atlanta, Georgia, in Octbber 1977 .• . Through th~t anecdote, 

he was expressing his optimism about the future of Christiam-Jewish 

relat~ons and his hope for . a just America • 

. · This chapter summarizes . the catalytic role Billy Graham 

has played since the 1960s in helping overcome misunde~standing 

betw.een Evangelicals and Jews and in building new respect, mutual 

acceptance and friendship between the two communities. 
. r~ c~t'~J . 
It eualu&:t1ifs Billy Graham's legacy "for tomorrow" toward : 

America's relationship with Israel; 

Helping Soviet Jews and other endangered Jewish comillUnities; 

- Combatting anti-Semitism; 
Turning from proselytism toward a new attitude of respect . 
. toward the Jewish people and Judaism; 

- Strengthening Ame·rica ' s democratic pluralism and ~ 
ch~rch-state separation; 

Rebuilding t ·he moral quality of life ·in America; 
A . . 

- Advafing social justice for the deprived and the suffering; 

- Promoting · the cause odi liberty and worJ.d peace. 
. ~ . c..,.. ~ .\ 'o~ t~ ,,..,. . . 11 

The chapter concludes with a \.rift1

"
1 nJs:.-evaluat10~ Bi Y 

Graham "as the single .greatest friend · of the Jewish people and of 

Israel that the Christian world has produced in the 20th ·century." 

~;·. . 
~-~..'f'9----W-•O":""~--· .4 ~--· 
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Ecu-menic Praise Given 
Graham's Film on Israel 

. By GEORGE DUGAN 
A Methodist minister de­

scribed It a.S graphic, a Roman 
Catholic nun called it excellent, 
a Presbyterian/astor hailed It 
as superb, an a rabbi said 
nothing like it had ever been 
done before. 

They were talking about a 
documentary motion picture 
about Israel, entitled "His 
Land," the "His" referring tq 
Jesus Christ. 

The film is a Billy Graham 
production made by the evan­
gelist's World Wide Pictures, 
now being shown to both Chris-

····-. . - ti an· and--Jewish ·audiences with·­
the active cooperation and pro­
motional-· talents of the Ameri­
can Jewish Committee. The 
final 10 minutes of the film, 
calling on viewers to make "de­
cisions tor Christ,'! are omitted 
when the movie Is shown to 
non-Christian audiences. 

Filmed in color, on location, 
"His Land" shows the Holy 
Land in modern dress, relates 
the prophecies of the Bible to 

modem times and takes the 
viewer on pilgrimages to Jeru­
salem, Bethlehem, Galilee, Tel 
Aviv and the Negev. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, 
director or interreliglous affairs 
for the American Jewish Com­
mittee, said in an Interview 
yesterday that the film was 
reaching more Christians "with 
an appealing message about Is· 
.rael" than most of the Jewish 
organiza~ions combined could 
ever reach. . 

In a communique sent by 
Rabbi Tanenbaum to area di· 
rectors of his organization, he 
emphasized that ·the ·picture 
was made by Christians es­
.sentially for Christian audi­
ences. 

But, he added, "The most 
significant feature of this film il? 
that it communicates in drama­
tic, warmly sympathetic terms 
a moving documentary which 
communicates the humanity 
and living reality of the Jewish 
people, their struggles and 
achievements tn Israel." 

Reprintad with pormiulon from 

Last month, World . Wide 
Pictures showed the film to 
religious leaders of all faiths. 
The production company asked 
for comments. Among them · 
were these: 

«)Sister Rose Albert Therlng 
of the Institute of Judeo­
Christian Studies, Seton Hall 
University - "The picture is 
ecumenically excellent. We 
need to appreciate all theo­
logical approaches." 

CJThe Rev. Grover Bagby of 
the United Methodist Church­
"The human quality of Israel's 
people and their life today is 
beautifully presented." 

qAdam Reilly of the Na­
tional Catholic Office for Mo­
tion Pictures - "We will 
promote this through our pub­
lications. It is a good discussion 
starter on the place of the Jew 
in the modem world." 

The Rev. Robert P. Johnson 
of the Presbytery of New York 
City said, "I think this film 
Is superb. I shatt use opportuni­
ties to have it viewed." 

THE NEW YORK TIMES. MONDAY, JUNE 1, 1970 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMIITEE, INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 165 EAST 56 STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 
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