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Georges Levitte
10 re Louise

. Montgeron (S & 0)

France
July 31, 1953

Henry Schuman, Inc., Publishers
20 East 70th Street .
New York 21, N.Y..

Dear Sirs:

Thank you for your letter of the 8th of May concerning Dr. Heshel's
"The BEarth is the Lord!'s", It seems that it has been some mlsunderstandlng
concerning the French publication of Dr, Heshel'!s works. The French volume
shall consist of "The Sabbath" preceded of "The Earth is the Lord's" somewhat

condensed and combined with Dr, Heshel's Revieu articles.

On the other hand, a French edition cannot hope to reach a high diffusion.
Nevertheless, as our aim is cultural, and not commercial, we cannot undertake
a "luxe edition" which, anyvay, should not be a good business in nowadays
conditlona.

I am sure that you will take these facts in consideration and that we shall
easily reach to an agreement satisfactory to both sides.

r

kffii”yf}rgf;- A ;;a .Q " ~=;-. . Sincerely,

R B wgoaw




» AMERICAN JE ISH COMMITTEE
Paris Office: 30, RUE LA BOETIE, PARIS 8, FRANCE
Telephonmes: ELYSEES 69-11, 83-63 e  Cable Address: WISHCOM, PARIS
JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Prasidens JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary Prasiden: MAX FREEDMAN, Cleveland, Vice-President
IRVING M. ENGEL, Chairmen, Exscssive Commities HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Vice-Prasidems BEN HERZBERG, New York, Vice-Prosidens
SIMON H. RIFKIND, Chairman, Adminisirative C : SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Hororary Vics-Presiders FRED LAZARUS, Jr., Cincinnati, Vice-Presidems
MAURICE GLINERT, Trearwror ELY M. AARON, Cbicago, Vice-Prasidens LESTER W. ROTH, Los Angoles, Vice-Prasidens
SIDNEY S. MOYER, Associae Troarsrer GUSTAVE M. BERNE, New York, Vice-Presidens RALPH E. SAMUEL, New York, Vice-Prasidens
EDWARD A. NORMAN, Sscrasary . HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Bossos, Vice-Prasidens JOSEPH WILLEN, New York, Vice-Presidens

JOHN SLAWSON, Bxscusivs Vico-Prasidens
ZACHARIAH SHUSTER, Esropean Director

August 4, 1953

Mr. Morris Fine

American Jewish Committee
386 Fourth Avenue

New York 16, N.Y.

Dear Morriss
I wonder if you could be helpful in the following matter?

The Editions de Minuit, a reputable publishing house, is considering publication
in one volume of two works by Dr. A. J. Heschel, "The Earth is the Lord's" which
was published in New York by Hemry Schuman Inc., and "The Sabbath" published by
Farrar, Strauss & Young.

Farrar, Strauss is willing to forego gratuities for all copies of the trans-
lation which will not be sold and are asking 10% of the revenue of those copies
which will be sold in bookstores. This arrangement is satisfactory to Editions de
Minuit. However, the Henry Schuman publishing house is asking $250 for the right
to publish "The Earth is the Lord's",

We were asked by Mr., Georges Levitte, the translator of these two volumes, to

get in touch with the Henry Schuman publishing house and ask them to accept the

. same conditions es Farrar, Strauss & Young, for the reason that not much of a sale

is expected and that it is more of’an educational project than a commercial one,

: 1s request,. I know that for Mr. Levitte it is a labor of love, and his

: only aim is o .contribute to the enlightenment of the Jewish Community of France

" which is in great need of literature on Jewish historical and cultural subjects.

" Perhaps your intervention with the Henry Schuman publishers could help in making
them accept the proposal made by Mr. Levitte in his letter of July 31, a copy of
which is enclosed herewith.

With best regards,
Sincerely yours,
Zachariah Shuster

Enclosure

-0
185A-3-53



| Avgust 25, 1953
Dear Zach: |

Onzv'ratm‘frmwmﬂmlﬂndm lstter of the
4th about the mroblem with Hexay Schumen, Idonnt

' hxmﬁather!mhapfwhelpmﬂﬂsmtar,

Ishalldonw‘bast

Mr. Zachariah Shuster
American Jeuish Committes
30 Rue la Boetis
MBB,W

MFsmh:

HESEE

P,S. Singe dictating the above, I called Hemry Schuman on the
telephone and explained the matter to him, He said he was
mfecthﬁngmtt:ﬂfoﬂmgﬁthmmsmwa,

8

now that he
that you commmicate this

informa
that you ask him to write Mr, Schuman again, Mr, Schumsn

will then confimm it directly to Mr. levitte,

A£G



Angust 25, 1953
Dear lir, Schumans
It was vory good f&isai‘hmm&anﬂtam
Ywmm &emmstmwwm
of our Paris offige, I am sure that the Jewish comnmily

ammmmwmmﬁmawmmm
your help in making i% possible,

Singurely yours,
' !’!.tmg ; D!.rac&q'

Mo, Henry Scinumem
20 Bast 70 Styest
Hou Yark, H.Y.
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April 1, 1960
*
Dear Dr. Heschel:

I was delighted to learn from Rabbi Rextzer that you have
consented to deliver the guest address at the Saturdey evening
dinnexr session of the Americen Jewlsh Committee's 53rd Anmual
Meeting which takes place in the Grand Ballrooxn of the Hoa'.el
Commodore on April 23rd. _

it is hoped that you will speek on the appu.cati.on of Jewisgh
ethics to the grave world and national problems of our day. TYour
audience, consisting of the leadership of the American Jewish
Committee from communities across the country as well as a
nunber of distinguished guests of all faiths, will be highly
responsive to this topic.

Your predecessors im this role -- Judge Learned Hand,
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold, Justice Hugo Black, former
lsraeli Ambassador Abba Evan, and others -- have all had rewarding
experiences with our group, @s I know you will have.

Of course all arrangements discussed with you by Morris
Rertzer are now confirmed. 1 have asked him to be in touch with N
you with reference to all substantive matters pertaining to your
presentation; other members of our staff will be in touch with
you with regard to other mattexs.

We shall be very pleased to reserve 2 suite for you at the |
Hotel Commpdore, beginning with any date cenvenient to you, unlese
you would wish us Co make other arrangements. Would you please
let me know what your desires are in this matter, as well as the
specific ticle of your eddress that you would like us to placa
on our printed program.



Abraham J. Heschel cednw Aprill, 1960

I should be happy to receive this information at your
earliest convenience. Announcement of your participation is
being mailed to our membership today.

i r

With best wishes, and looking forward to meeting you,
I am

Sincerely yours,

John Slawson

Dr. Abraham J. Heschel
c/o H. Roseanthal

569 So. Cleveland

St. Paul, Minn.

JS/ss
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ANNUAL DINNER OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Commodore Hotel, New York April 23, 1960

E ARE PRIVILEGED to announce that the Guest Address
w at our dinner will be delivered by one of the outstand-
ing leaders of Jewish thought in the world today, Professor
ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL of the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary. A scholar, author and lecturer of international renown,
Professor Heschel is regarded as the
preeminent Jewish theologian in Amer-
ica. His recent address before the White
House Conference on Children and Youth

Abraham J. Heschel

was one of the highlights of that meeting. His writings, which
have had a profound influence on contémporary Christian as
well as Jewish thought, have been acclaimed for their masterly

religious philosophy. Professor Heschel
will discuss the application of Jewish
ethies to the grave problems of the day.

. Mr. HERBERT B. EHRMANN, in his Presidential Address,
will report on AJC’s distinctive contributions in the past year
toward solution of the pressing issues affecting Jews in the
United States and abroad. . . . The American Liberties Medallion
will be presented to Dean ERWIN N. GRISWOLD of the
Harvard Law School. Dean Griswold’s defense of the Fifth

Herbert B. Ehrmann

style as well as for their profound and creative approach to

Erwin N. Griswold

Amendment, and his staunch opposition to attacks on the Supreme Court typify the
leadership he has exercised within the legal profession toward strengthening the
principles and institutions which assure our country of freedom under law. Presen-
tation of the Medallion will be made by Senator HERBERT H. LEHMAN. ... Mr.

ROBERT W. SARNOFF, Chairman of
the Board of the National Broadcasting
Company, will receive a special award
recognizing NBC’s distinctive contribu-
tion to public understanding of human
relations problems and particularly its
trail-breaking TV presentation of
“Destiny’s Tot,” hailed throughout the
nation for the insight it offered into the
dynamies of anti-Semitism.

Herbert H. Lehman

Robert W. Sarnoff



FOR YOUR INFORMATION e

ﬁSAiAH TERMTEE"E\! AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

- MEMORAND UM

TO: Areg Directors and Executive Assistants

FROM: A, Harold Murray é,

SUBJECT: Dr. Abraham J,\Hesehel, Annual Meeting Guest Speaker

Bert Levine has asked me to convey the following to you.

Most of you undoubtedly know of Dr, Heschel, Professor of Jewish
Ethics at the Jewish Theological Seminary, who will be the guest
speaker at our Annual Dinner. Dr. Heschel is a most gifted indi-
vidual whose address will in all probability rank in effectiveness
with those of our silver-tongued heroes of the past, such as Eban,
Noel=-Baker, Hand, Wyzanski, etc. Because you may be asked for more
specific information about Dr. Heschel, I am listing a few 1tems
for your information.

Dr, Heschel was formerly Professor at the Hebrew Union College.
He is presently on leave of absence from the Jewish Theological
Seminary, occupying for the first time a new chair in Theology at
- the University of Minnesota. He comes from a long heritage of
chassidic dynesties, He succeeded Martin Buber in Frankfort,
Germany at the Lehr Haus, He is the author of many important and
learned works,

Morris Kertzer was told by Rheinhold Niebuhr, "I take a morning
walk with Dr., Heschel six days a week just to get my batteries
charged," He has reached that stage of eminence where he is the
subject of articles in Commentary, (May, 1958 =~ "Faith at the Leap
of Action -- The Theology of Abrahem Joshua Heschel," and January,
1959 -- "A.J. Heschel and the Philosophy of the Bible -- Mystic or s
Rationalist?")

Of course your personal enthusiasm and excitement indicating
our good fortune to have such an outstanding Jewish scholar as our
speaker will be most helpful,

Additional promoticnal material on the Annual Dinner, highlight-
ing Dr, Heschel, will be mailed todey to the Board of Delegates,
Chepter Executive Boards, National Program Committees, Key National
Members, end the full membership of New York, Essex County, Boston,
Phlladelphia and Albany Chapters, as well as National Members in the
New York vicinity.

I must regretfully report that the reservation response for the
Annual Meeting and the Dinner are lagging significantly behind pre-
vious years., Please regard stimulation of attendance at the Annusl
Meeting as a top priority at this timel.

L/7/60




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTE

date April 9, 1960

tO Morris Kertzer
from Bertram. Levine

subject ynnual Meeting Preparation

If you think it a good idea, would you send a copy of ~
the attached program announcement to Professor Heschellt™
I would appreciate your view as to whether or not we
should ask him to attend any of our other sessions

during the weekend, and which ones. We have not ad-
vised him of the pre-dinner dails reception which starts
at 6:00 P.M. because of Sabbath timing, etec.

I have his confirming letter to Slawson, on the basis
of which I will arrange for hils suite at the hotel and
his tickets. I will send them to you in a few days for
transmission to him.

Rabbi Block, whom we invited to deliver the invocation

at the Saturday luncheon session, called me and indi-
cated that since he will have to walk to the Commodore

he may not be able to get there by 12:30, in time to
deliver the invocatlion, unless the services are adjourned
- early. We agreed that I would list him on the program;
that if he does not arrive in time, someone else will
deliver the invoecatlon, and he will pronounce the bene-
diction.  May I count on you to be there at 12:30 to

take care of the invocation if he is not yet there?

Rabbi Hertzberg has not yetreplied to our invitation
to take the luncheon sessilon. Would you mind
calling him? _ | ,

BL:re

LEE S

wWwnNnpueJouaud

FUNEIEPT ¥ S



H

.U’

o Tecutd

292

r | "THE MORAL CHALIENGE TO AMERICA"
Address by

DR. ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL , Professor

Jewish Ethics and Mysticism,

Jewlsh Theological Seminary

The American Jewish Committee

Saturday, April 23, 1960

53rd Annual Meeting

Mr. Chairman, President Ehrmann, Senator Lehman,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: A famous four-volume
work on the history of atheism in the West, published forty years
ago, begins with the statement: "God has died. The time has
come to write His history." |

Today, no historian would regard such a project
as urgent; our major anxiety today seems to be diametrically
opposed. Man may be dying and there will be no one to write his
history. This is the problem that shatters all complacency, "Is
man obsolete?" A generation ago people maintained civilization
contradicted religion. Today, we are wondering does civilization
contradict man? The striking feature of our age is not the pre-
sence of anxiety, but the inadequacy of anxiety, the-insufficient

awareness of what is at stake in the human situation. It is as

if the nightmare of our fears surpassed our capacity for fear.
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Men all over the world see the writing on the wall,
but are too illiterate to understand what it says. We all have
that sense of dread for what is coming, it is a fear of absolute
evil, a fear of total destruction. It_is more than an emotion.
An apocalyptic monster has descended upon the world, and there is
nowhere to go, nowhere to hide. What is the nature of that mon-
ster? Is it a demon the power of which is ultimate; in the pre-
sence of which there is only despair?

This is a time in which it is considered unreason-
able to believe in the presence of the Divine, but quite reason-
able to believe in the demonic. And yet, as a Jew, I recqilf?om
the belief in the demonic. Over and against the belief in the
ultimﬁte power of the‘demon stands the admonition of Moses. I
quote: '"Know, therefore, this day and believe in your heart,
that the Lord is God in heaven above, on the earth beneath; there
is no one else." There are no demonic forces.

The great act of redemptidn brought about by
Moses and the Prophets of Israel, brought about the elimination_
of the demons, the gods, and demigods from the consciousness of
man; the demons which populated the world of ancient man are dead
in the Bible. And yet, even Moses knew that man is endowed with

the power to make a god; he has an uncanny ability to create or
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to revive a demon. Indeed, men's worship of power has resurrected
the demon of power. Nietzsche, in his portrayal of modern man,
suggested that the will to power is more basic than the will to
live.

One shudders to think that involved in our civiliza-
tion is a demonic force, trying to exert a vengeance upon God.
After having eaten the forbidden fruit, the Lord sent forth men
from paradise, to till the ground from which he was taken. But
man, who became more subtle than any other creature whom God has
made, what did he do? He undertook to build a paradise by his
ownlmight, and is drifing out God from His paradise. For genera-
tions all went well, but now we have discovered that our paradise
is built upon the top of a volcano. Will it be possible to keep
under control the demon of power?

The trouble is that the monster is not localized
in ths atomic stockpiles; the monster 1s beginning to infect our
souls. we-are about to come to terms with him, to regard it as
an amulet, a charm, a talisman, bound to bring good luck--a charm
that may assume the character of the god "Mort." The sense of
justice has never been too strong in the world, yet at least
there was a sense of injusticé, a sense of horror when blood was

shed. Today, men having experienced so much disaster, have become
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calloused to catastrophe, as if war and mass murder wvere the
routine of history.

This is a generation of dismay. The Messiah in
which many have belleved ,proved to be a monster. There have
been numerous attempts in the history of the West to bring about
the universality of spirit. It is the irony of history that the
thing that came to unite all men, is not faith in one God, but
the fear of men--the fear of men who have the atom bomb at their
disposal is uniting mankind, now.

.But men cannot live by fear. Perpetual fear is
the beginning of despair. Indeed, there is an increasing despair
of truth in many hearts, a creeping paralysis of the sense of
spiritual significance; prosperity and comfort have made many of
us listless, indifferent. We act and behave aé if there were no
tasks to be done, no ills to be cured; Is there not enough false-
hood and brutality in the world? Is there no misery, no anguish,
no poverty, nor loneliness?

This may be our undoing. We have delegated the
duty of charity to social organizations; the privileges of prayer
to ministers; the nobility of learning to "eggheads"; moral sensi-
tivity to the ancient prophets. We, today, are shocked when in-

formed about an increase in juvenile delinquency, or an increase
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in the number of crimes committed in our city. The normal amount
of juvenile delinquency, the normal amount of crime, does not
cause us to be dismayed.

At this very moment, somewhere in New York, a
heinous crime is being committed. Now, the sort of crimes and
even the amount of delinquency that filled-the Prophets of Israel
with dismay, do not go beyond that which we regard es "normal,"
as a typical ingredient of social dynamics. A single act of
injustice, to us, it just slides by; to the Prophets, it was a
disaster. Their breathless impatience with injustice may strike
many of us as hysteria. We, ourselves, witness continually acts
of injustide, ménifestations of hypocrisy, falsehood, outrage,
misery, but we rarely get indignant, or overly excited. To the
Prophets a minor, commonplace sort of injustice assumed almost
cosmic proportions.

We have never regarded crime for what it really is.
‘To our minds, crime is a disturbance in the social order, the
well-concealed crimes, the secret scandals, do not cause us to
be alarmed. The Prophets of Israel speak and act as if the sky
were about to collapse because a few poor people have not been
properly treated. Is not the size of their indignation, is not

the size of God's anger, in disproportion to its cause? How
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should one explain such moral and religious excitabllity, such
extreme impetuosity?

Our problem is not illiteracy or the failure to
read books. The trouble is the vulgarization of literature, the
despair of truth, the perversion of beauty. Ignorance is a
source of danger; despair of truth is a calamity. Decency is
dull; perversion is exciting; descriptions of vice become cele-
brated best-sellers; records of virtue are considered sentimental.
What surprises me is why there is so little juvenile delinquency!

What are the forces that counteract the evil
drive? Where are the resources of integrity? There is no solu-
tion to the problem of juvenile delinguency as long as we don't
see man in his totality. More playgrounds, better housing, are
certainly important in dealing with this frightful problem; but
the assumptionlthat social planning will ever, as a solution,
destroy the slums, and there.will be no delinquency, is an over-
simplification. You remember the first couple, Adam and Eve.
They didn't live in slums (laughter) yet they were delinquent in
the Garden of Eden.

Man is too great to be fed updn uninspiring, pedes -
trian ideals. What is our problem? We have adjusted ideals to

our small stature nstead of attempting to arise to the level
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of ideals. The ceiling of aspiration is low, too low--a car, a
private home, a television, and life insurance (laughter and
applause). Mbdern man has royal power and plebian ideals! Every
generation has a definition of man it deserves, but it seems to
me that we of this generation have fared much worse than we
deserve. A textbook used in our American colleges contains the
following definition of man:

"A human being is an ingenious assembly of port-
able plumbing." What glory to be a man (laughter). A definition
in the Eleventh Edition of the ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA, is surely
bound to inspire reverence for the greatness of man; it says:
"Man is a seeker after the greatest degree of comfort for the
' least necessary expenditure of energy." (Laughter) We have
achieved a high standard of living, but have failed to attain a
high stendard of thinking.

Demands which were made of ‘the individual in earlier
periods are now considered excessive. Self-discipline is obsolete.
Self;deniql, unhygiehic. (Laughter and applause) And in philos-
ophy departments, I hear, metaphysical problems are irrelevant.
The terms of reference are emotional relief'and expression, with
little regard for the wmost in responsibility in education. We

have underestimated the nature of man; even the form in which we
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ask the question about man, is biased by our own conception of
man as a "thing." We ask; "What is man?" Yet the true question
should 5e, "Who is man?" As g thing, man is explicable; as a
person he is both a mystery and a surprise. As a thing, he is
finite; as a person ne is inexhaustible.

In order to explain man in terms_of our categories,
we were forced to reduce the spiritual size of man and, as a
result, I repeat, adjusted our spiritual norms and standards to
a reduced size. Now, we build machinery on a grand scale, and
treat our soul as if it were a miniature toy. IThe cardinal sin
of our thinking is that we have asked of man too little--of our-
selves. Its modest standards are unfair to the potentialities
of man. Is it true that man is incapable of profundities, sac;i-
fice, love, or self-denial? Those are the fundamental problems
that are ignored. To whom does-man-owe ultimate allegiance? Who'
is the object of worship? How do we relate our deeds to our
source of eternal meaning? What is lasting in human existence?

The agony of the contemporary man is the agony of
a spiritually stunted man. The image of man is larger than the
frame into which he has been contracted. In order to be human,
man has to be more than a man. There is a divine, spiritual,

human existence. Will it be possible to keep under control the
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demon of power? Is there a way of eliminating the fear of men?

The Prophets of Israel insist that there is one
thing that surpasses the might of human power--the power of the
spirit. That the way to eliminate fear of man,is reverence for
God. The tragedy is, that instead of cultivating, enhancing,
the spiritual sensitivity of man, we seem to do our utmost to
.injure it. To sense this spirit, we need a soul, but the soul is
considered a misnomer, and I quote a very famous book, of tremen-
dous influence on contemporary thinking:

"Nobody knows how the idea of a soul or of the
supernatural started. it probably had its origin in the naturai
laziness of ménkind."

We are losing our capacity for freedom. New for-
ces are emerging which regulate our actions. Modern man is not
motivated any more. He is being propelled. He does not strive
any more. He 1is being driven. The principle of.majority decision
depends upon the assumption that the individuals who make up the
ma jority are capable of discerning between the right and the wrog,
but now we are gradually led to believe, and are taught again ard
again, that man 13 incepable of making a significant,moral judg-

ment.
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We have made great contributions to the spiritual
deformation of man. Far from eliminating the fear of men, our
novels and theories depict men as untrustworthy, passion ridden,
self-seeking, and disingenious. Reverence for men has been
strenuously refuted as sentimental eye-wash. We all ride on tﬁe
high waves of the bgnk king. There seems to be no question in
our minds that there is no depth to virtue, no reality to integ-
rity; that all we can do 18 to graft goodness upon selfishness,
to use truth as a pragmatic pretext,'and to relish self-indulgence
in all values.

Contemporary man is told that his religious beliefs
are nothing but attempts to satisfy subconscious wishes; that his
conception of God is merely a projectioﬁ of self-seeking emotions,
an objectification of subjective needs. God is the Ego in disguilse
We héve not oniy forfeited faith, we also have lost faith in the
meaning of faith. This tendency to question the genuineness of
man's concern for God, is a challenge more serious than the tend-
encies to question God's existence.

Our age may be characterized as the age of susplicion.
It has become an axiom that the shortest way to the understanding
of man is to suSpectlgis motives. This seems to be the contempor -~

ary version of the Golden Rule--"Suspect thy neighbor as thyself."
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But suspicﬂon breeds suspicion. It creates a chain reaction. Is
it true th?t honesty is impossible? The righteous shall live by
his faith.” Can he live by his suspicion and be righteous?

The vltimate machinery today in international
relations, I believe, is neither power nor ideology. We have an
abundance, a surplus of power everywhere. Ideology will soon be-
come obsolete. The central issue is suspiciomr-man's fear of man.

I do not bélieve that the salvation of the world will come from
either the_governﬁent, the state, or the statesman. The staﬁes—
men have power, but no spirit; they have astuteness, but not
wisdom. Not the expediency of the statesman, but the generosity
of private{man.may change the course of history. The hope of the
world depends on the individual, on the common man, on what goes on
in the offices, in the schools, in the homes, in the minds and
deeds of individual men.

‘o Is not the marvel of the upbuilding of the land of
Israel an 'example of what individuals can achieve? If only in-
stead of celebrating violence in daily living, we would learn to
be horrifi?d by it; if instead of delfying success we would learn
to cherish compassion. Millions of tourists travel every year

from country to country. What they leave behind is foreign

exchange. 'What they bring home are pictures. They never look
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at them, of course.

Now,instead, millions of individuals could travel
in order to work together, in order to share the vision of justice,
to eliminate poverty, to help, to speak to one another, to leave
behind a'memony of nobility.
| Power is not sacred, but human life is. An aware-
ness of what is sacred in our very lives kindled in you and me,
and in individuals all over the world, may still surprise the
world with its light,may even mark the birth of a new political
philosophy. The Germans have a formulation for mén's highest
capacity in the saying, "Every young man carries some marshall's
baton in his knapsack." Imagine, every boy may become a general.

The Bible haé a formulation for man's highest |
capacity in Moses' saying, "Would that all the people were prophets”
Every man may be a prophet; every man may be inspired. But life
‘'must be earned spiritually, not only materially. Every man has
the capacity for spiritual insight, for spiritual achievement."Ye
shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, a holy people." Every man
a priest, the whole people holy? To be a Jew means to be committed
to the belief that the wqrd of God is true and not a Utopia. It
is an accepted fact that the Bible has given the world a new con-

cept of man. What is not realized is the fact that the Bible has
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given man a new concept of the world.

The Bible isn't a book about God; it is a book
about man.From the perspective of the Bible men must be defined
as a being who is in travall with God's dreams and designs, thodgh
he may not fully comprehend it. The Prophets of Israel have
iﬁtoxicated our souls with an endless yearning, with a noble
nostalgia. It is the cardinal sin of our age to have flattened
man, to hgve defined him as a seeker after the greatest degree
of comfort for the least necessary expenditure of energy.

“Phis is the life in the Mongolien heartland in
1959," writes Mr. Salisbury of the NEW YORK TIMES, who visited
outer Mongolia where little has changed from the time of Genghis
Khan. A conversation at dinner time: They chew their lamb bores
and wash their meat down with some kind of spirits, some kind of
alcoholic beverage. "There is nothing better than lamb,"one says.
"True," sayslanother. "What more can a man want,"says the first,
"good lamb to eat and good horses to ride?”

"Oh, yes," says the other, "our animals are good
this summer, and so our life is good. After all we live for our
animals, and our animals live for us.”

What is the life in the heartlands of the Western
world in the spring of 1960? Our machines are good this spring,

and so our lives are good. After all, we live for our machines,
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and our machines live for us. (Laughter) Does civilization con-
tradict man? One of the great achiévements bf the Prophets of
Israel was the repudiation of nature as an object of Supreme
adoration. They had to reject the religion of nature in order
to proclaim the Will of the Transcendent God.

Our task, today, is the repudiation of power as
an object of supreme adoration. The goal of our society was,
more knowledge means more power; more civilization more comfort.
We should have insisted;in the spirit of the prophetic vision, |
more knowledge should also mean more reverence; more civiliza-
tion should also mean less violence.

There is no hope for man without a sense of indebt-
edness to God; without an awareness of a point where man must
transcend his self, his interests, his needs. There is no hope
for man without the realization that existence involves both
utilization of the world and celebration; satisfaction and exalt-
tation. To the sense of indebtedness the meaning of existence
lies not in acquisitiveness, but in the awareness that something
is asked of man, man is called upon to reciprocate, to answer,-
to think,and to act in a way which is compatible with the grandeur
and mystery of living. In the sense of indebtedness, the meaning

of existence lies in reciprocity; in receiving our pleasure we
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must return a prayer; in attaining success, we must radiate com-
passion._

The world is not mere material for exploitation.
We have the right to consume, because we have the power to cele-
brate. Since indebtedness is an essential ingredient of existence,
inability to celebrate is a sign of insolvency, of inability to
pay the existential debt.

For thousands of years authentic existence included
both--utilization and celebration; both work and worship. In
primitive society, they were interdependent. In Biblical reli-
gion, in Judaism, they were interrelated. Today, we face a
different situation. The men of our time are losing their power
of celebration. Instead of celebrating he seeks to be amused,
entertained.. Celebratioh is an active state, an act of express-
ing reverence or appreciation. To be entertained i1s a passive
state. It is to receive pleasure afforded by an amusing act or a
‘spectacle. Celebration is an act of expressing respect or rever-
ence for that which one needs or honors.

In modern usage, the term suggests demonstrations of
joy, festivity, such as singing, shouting,speechmaking, feasting,
and the like. Yet what I mean is not outward ceremony, public
demonstration, but, rather, inward appreciation lending spiritual
form to everyday acts. Its essence is to call attention to the

sublime or solemn aspects of living, to rise above the confines
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of consumption. In the act of consumption;,; the attention is to
please our own selves. In acts of celebration the intention is
extol God, the spirit, the sdurce of blessing.

What is the purpose of knbwledge? We are condi-
tioned to believe that the purpose of knowledge is to utilize
the world. We forget that the purpose of kmowledge is also to
celebrate truth. ‘

Judaism has trained us in the art of celebration.
You see, my friends, just a couple of hours ago a very important
event happened in America, that is alfeady affecting our lives,
particularly in the Eastern part of the United States. A very
great event. The sun went down. Bﬁt who would pay attention to
it? It ié routine. What an event, affecting our soul, our body,
the flowers and the trees and the animals. Who would pay atten-
tion to that? By Jewish traditional esthetics, it is a sin to
ignore the wonder of daily living. Jewish tradition teaches us
the sun goes down, you have to célebrate by praying the evening
service, by preying Ma'Ariv.

We are not ready to celebrate. We are losing the
power of appreciation. We are losing the ability to sing. Cele-
bration without appreciation is an artificial, impersonal ceremony.

A renewal of our strength will depend on our ability to open our
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inner resources. But these and other resources are often blocked.
Much that is being done for us, and done in the name of entertain-
ment, is an insult to the soul--vulgarity of taste, sentimentality
| of judgment, savage music, an endless series of crime stories.
What is involved is not generalization; much of it may be moral
and neutral.
| What is invoked is dehumanization, so much of it
is a continual process of intellectual deprivation. The most
fatal trap into which thinking may fall, is the equation of moral-
ity with expediency. The general task of our tradition is to
educate for a sense of the inexpedient, a sensitivity to God's
demand. Perhaps we must begin by disclosing the fallacy of abso-
lute expediency. God's voice may sound feeble to our conscience,
yet there is a divine coming in history,which seems to prove that
the wage of absolute expediency is disaster. We must not tire
of reminding the world that something is asked of man--of every
man. That the value of charity is not to be measured in terms
of puhblic relations. And foreign aid, when offered to under-
developed countries for the purpose of winning friends and influ-
encing people, turns out to be a boomerang.
Should we not learn how to detach expediency from

charity? The great failure of American policy is not in public
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relations. The great failure is in private relations, and indeed
vhat we need are a few private relations men! (Laughter) Let me
conclude:

I do not believe that repression--emotional repres-
sion--is America's major problem, as so many writers maintain.
American's No. 1 Problem is the self profanation of man, the per-
version of the great eighteenth century conception of the pursuit
of happiness, the loss of reverence, the liquidation of enthusiasm
for the éttainment of moral and spiritual goals. Our'conception
of happiness is based on an oversimplification of the nature of
man.

Happiness is not a synonym for self-satisfaction,
complacency, Or sSmugness. It is self-satisfaction that breeds
futility and despair. Self-satisfaction is the badge of stupidity,
self-fulfillment is a myth which a noble mind must find degrading.
All that is creative in man ste:ﬁs from a seed of endless discon-
tent. New 1nsight begins when satisfaction comes to an end, when
all that has been seen, said or done, looks insufficient. The
aim is the maintenance and fanning of our discontent with our
aspirations and achievements; the maintenance and fanning of a
craving that knows-no satisfaction.

Man's true fulfillment depends upon communion with
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that vhich transcends him. The cure of the squl begins with a
sense of embarrassment: embarrassment at our pettiness, preju-
dices, envy, conceit; embarrassment at the profanation of life.
A world that is full of grandeur is being converted into a
carnival.

There are slums, disease, starvation all over the
world, and we are building more luxurious hotels in Las Vegas.
Social dynamics is no substitute for moral responsibility. _The
most urgent task is to destroy the myth that accumulation of
wealth and achievement of comfort are the chief vocations of man.

How can adjustment to society be an inspiriation
to our youth, if that society persists in squandering the material
resources of the world én luxuries in a world where more than a
billion people go to bed hungry every night? How can we.speak
of reverence for man, and of the belief that all men are created
equal, without repentiﬁg the way we behave toward our brothers,
the colored people of America? What the world needs is a sense
of ultimate embarrassment.

Modern man has the power, but he has no wisdom to
overcome suspicion. We are guilty of misunderstanding the mean-
ing of exlstence. We are guilty of distorting our goals; of mis-

representing our souls. We are better than our assertions; more
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intricate, more profound, than our popular theories maintain.
Qur thinking is behind the times. To the ear of a Jew who is
attuned to the voice of the Prophets, some of the celebrated
theories of man in our age sound like intellectual slang.

Over against all pedestrian conceptions the Bible
speaks of life in the language of grandeur, with a vision of sub-
limé goals that surpass the glamor of old empires, the summit of
all theories. Judaism is spiritual affrontery, but the tragedy
is that in our hands Judaism has become a platitude. You remember
what Bernard Shaw said about youth. Bernard Shaw said that"Yotth
is a wonderful thing, but it is wasted on young people.’

I think that Judaism is a wonderful thing....
(lauéhter and applause). Of course we don't appreciate the in-
sights of Jewish piety, the forms of Jewish observance. Judaism
is an answer to the ultimate questions of human existence, and
unless you know the questions the answer makes no sense. The
Bible is the great answer, but we don't understand the question
any more.

We Jews have failed to set forth the vision and
the memory we carry in our souls. Judaism has adjusted itself
to the intellectual and spiritual recession of the modern era.

For this, we must all repent.
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Judaism has become an amenity of comfortable living. -
Dividends without investment. Religious institutions are regarded
as public kitchens, offering piece of mind free of charge. It's
nice to have God around--why not? May I tell you a little story?
It is a little story that happened many years ago in Russia some-
where. A well-to-do businessman went to Leipzig for the fair.
He came home after a few weeks and told his wife about all his
great accomplishments. And then he also said, "I have the best
news of all for you. While in Leipzig, I met a matchmaker." You
know what a matchmaker is? A shotgun.

"He told me of a wonderful boy--learned, noble,
fine family. I haven't met him, but I have the best information
about him. So you know what is customary, I signed the document
of engagement. He is now going to be our son-in-law.’

Thereupon his wife said to him, "What are you talk-
ing about? We don't even have a daughter." (Laughter)

And thereupon he said to her, "What's the harm?
Let there be a son-in-law around the house." (Hebrew) Let there
be a God around the un%verse, it costs so little. The demands
are moderate, and preténtions are supposed to be thelr rewards.

Nonchalantly, we have gambled away the sublime insights of Jewish

piety, the noble demands of Jewish law and observance.
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This is the vocation of the Jew--to be a witness,
to insist that man without God is altorso; that life involves not
only the satisfaction of selfish needs, but also the satisfaction
of a divine need for human justice and human nobility.

The Western world is a world committed to the God
of Abraham, and what is at stake in this grave hour of history
is the right understanding of that commitment to the God of
Abraham. It is no accident that in a considerable part of the
world the Bible has been eliminated. Permit me to conclude,
first by mentioning a verse from Isaiah:

"Yee are my witnesses,says the Lord, and I Am God."

A rabbi of the second century remarked;andcommented
like this: "If ye are My witnesses, I Am God. If ye cease to
be My witnesses, I Am not -God." -One of the boldesﬁ statements
in Jewish literature. No witnesses--there 1s no God. There 1is
a mystery. an enigma, a faith, a darkness, past finding God.

For God to be, we have to be the witnesses. The vocation of man,
indeed, is to be a witness, rather than a master. We have to
acquire, in order to give away. We have to enhance our knowledge,
in order to give testimony. Perhaps this is the mystery of man:
he is born not only to satisfy his own needs, but also to satisfy

God's needs for human justice, for human ability.
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For man to exist is either to assist God, or to
desist from assisting God. There are knots in the soul in which
the human is intertwined with the Divine, and there is no untyirg,
there is no denying, the dimension of the Holy.

This is a time when the "smart" is stale, and the

i

"slick" and "irresponsible,' an anachronism. There is bound to

come a renewal of man's sense of wonder and radical amazement,

‘a revival of reverence, an emergence of a sense of ultimate

embarrassment and ultimate indebtedness. All men have a sense
of wonder and reverence in common. Interests divide us; reverence
for the vision of the common good unites us.

This is our hope: to convert mankind from a
fellowship of fear into a fellowship of reverence. Surely God
will always receive a surprise of the handful of individuals who
do not fail. There will always remain a spiritual underground
where a few brave minds continue to fight. Yet our concern is
not how to worship in the catacombs, but, rather, how to remain
human in the_skyscraper.

|The audience rose and applauded. ]



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations * 165 East 56 Street, New York 22, N. Y. » Plaza 1-4000

April 27, 1960
TO: Dr. John Slawson

FROM : Bertram Levine W\

Attached is a draft of a personal note yi%
might care to send to Dr. Heschel, I pla
to send him an official letter of thanks N
from Lou Caplan tTomorrow.

I included a second paragraph referring to
our intention to print the speech knowing
that you have this in mind. However, I re-
commend that this paragraph not be used at
this time . On general principles, I would
be reluctant to make a commitment to publish
before we have had an opportunity to evaluate
the address to see if it reads as well as it
sounded.

LW /N,



April 26, 1960

Ir. Abraham J.{Heschel
c/o Posenthal l—

569 S. Cleveland .

St. Paul, ¥inn.

Degr Dr. Heschel:

_Enclosed please find checks for your travel amd -
honorarium in connection with your participation in our
Annual Meeting. -

#e are still hearing praises gbout your presentation
lest Saturday evening, and we are most grateful to you for
what many regard as an historic address.

I trust that this event marks the beginning of a
happy and close association between yourself and the American
Jewish Committee. ' '

With £ll1 good wishes in which your many new friends
Join. . ' '

- Singerely yours,

Eorris N. Kertzer

VNE : mb
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Trends in the American Jewish Commnity, John Slawson
Integration and Identity by John Slawson

Riverton Study

Changing Profile of American Jew, Marshall Skalre

WHO IS. A GOOD JEW

Summary of Southville Report

White Plains Survey Report

Pnogram Implicationa of Riverton and white Plains Studies

April 29, 1960

Dr. Abraham J, [Heschel ...
¢/¢ Rosenthsl
569 Scuth Cleveland
St. Paul, Minnesota

Deer Dr. Heschel:

It uas most gratifying doth to hear your address at cur Annual
Dimmer anéd to have the opportunity to meet you.

Asd I promised, I am attaching some materisl related to our '
Jewish Cormi:nal Affairs program., The enclosed materials are, of
course, only a selection intended to reveal some of the dirsctions
in wkich we are moving as well as some of the problems we confront.
Mrs. Simon's presentation at the Sunday Luncheon Session also was
an index. ad you been able {0 remsin for the discussion during
thet session, you would have noted some of‘tha confusiona and
concerns which we rmat try to clarify.

I am most appreciastive of your interest and will welcome soms of
the insirhte I feel you can #ive usg. I remember well our agres=-
ment that I should not expect written comment from you but that
we should gat topether for some digscuselon of these mebters

when you return. I am lookin: forwerd to such e meeting with
you,

In the zxentime I hope you will keep well snd continue to add to

‘the contrilutions you have elready mmde to the emarring concepta

of ths Jewish futuras,

3incerely,
MSS:ds , Marhelr S. Shapiro
BEncs, _ : Tirector, Department of Jewish

Communsl Affairs

ce: Dr, John Slawson
Morrils Kertzer



' April 26, 1960

Sam Silver

¥orris N, Keftzer

' Thanks for my cOpy of the Spring 1960 edition

of yﬁur Schmoosheeti,

" A% our-Anmual ueet,ﬁg, meessob.ﬁaschel brought
the house down when he took off on Bernard. Shaw's saying:

"Youth is a wonderful thing—=what a shame to waste it on

young people." == Juddism is a wonderful thing — (long -
pause) . Aftexward I told him that he was in a class with -

* Jack Benny as a master of the long pause. The worthy

Professor was more faniliar with Vontshe Schweig than with
Jack Benny. . _

Kindest. regards. -

MNK: mb.

P.S. The other day when I asked my son, David, why he doesn't

obey his father, he enswered, "I plead the Fifth
Commandment;.* : )

Iy was good seeing your chaming wife at. the dinner. -




Dear Dr. Heschel:

- 1 send you this brief note to thank you for being
with us at AJC's Annual Dimner this past weekend, of course,
but more to express my deep porsonal appreciation of your
address. It was both an inspired and an inspiring message.

. We have already received a number of favorable and

interested comments. Your address will, of course, be
printed iz cur Annuanl Meeting report, and perheps in some
other format as well. Once we have the transcript, I would
like to send it to you for any revieions you would care to
uske before publicatian.

With wsrm regards,

Sincerely yours,

John Slawgon Zé;

Dr, Abraham J.|Reschel
c/o H. Rosenthal
569 S. Cleveland

St. Paul, Minnesota

- J8/ss




MEYER PAPER
127 WOODLAWN AVENUE
ST.PAUL 5, MINNESOTA

January 31, 1961

Mr. John Slawson, Executive Vice President
The American Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations.

165 East 56 Street

New York 22, New York

Dear John:

- - ‘For your information, Dr. Fineberg, who has justleft our
community after being with us since Thursday of last week, has
rendered service of a kind that endures to the credit of the Committee
and will be most beneficial in the future in. bringing about an effective
and respected program here. :

Also, advise that I am perfectly willing to endeavor to secure
sustaining members with annual dues of $100.00, and would appre-
ciate if either Norman Stack or you would send proper application
cards because it probably would be most effective in this campaign
to have this amount stated in the regular print of the application
card.

May I also call attention to a recent communication I received
from Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Jewish Theological Sre:rrm:na.rx,r —
of America, whom I recently had the pleasure of meeting and privi-
leged to attend a series of lectures given by him at the University of
Minnesota., Dr. Heschel appeared here under the sponsorship of the
Louis W. Hill Foundation, and was one of three distinguished theo-
logians representing the Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish faiths.

It is my feeling that Dr. Heschel, who, incidentally, as you
know, appeared before the Annual Meeting of The American Jewish
Committee, is interested in certain phases of the work being done
by our Committee. Iam, therefore, suggesting that mtact
him for the purpose of obta.mmg his views on the subJect, and at

\'I'eﬁ‘é’ ecoming & meérmber of the Religious Unit of the overat
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With kind personal regards, I am

Sin

ely,

MP:AD /ye}?r Paper /7
Via Air Mail - g '

Personal



February 14, 1961
(Dictated 2/13/61)

Dear Meyer:

I have just come back from a trip to the mid-west and
west, and find your welcome letter of January 3lst.

I am very happy indeed that Sol Fineberg performed as
well as he did, He has been a great help t¢c many communities
over many, many years.

It is indeed very encouraging to me to learn that you
are willing to obtain Sustaining members, and I am enclosing
application cards for both Sustaining member at $100, and
Sponsors at $250 dues.

"~ Dr. Meschel, of course, is well known to us and delivered
a masterful address at our last Annual Meeting. 1 am giving
his name in to our Participation Committee for consideration
for membership on our Inter-Religiocus Committee, as you suggest,
Perhaps we will be able to find other spota for him where he
can be helpful.

1t was indeed good to hear from you, and I do hope to
gee you at our next Anmual Meeting in April.

With meny thanks _and bast wegards, I em

Sincerely yours,

cs

John Slawson
Mr. Meyer Paper- -
127 Woodlawih" Avenue
St. Paul :2,! Minn.

JS/ss. o FEL Bl e
Enc. TGS
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Mr. Meyer Paper
127 Woodlawn Avenue’
St. Peul 5, Hinn.

Dear Hﬂyers

“You will be pleaaed to lmow that Dr. fbroham! Heachal will

participete, in our behalf, in the so-called Four C's Con-
ference later this month on the CSolumbie ﬂﬂivawatty campus.

This 1s an annual conference which we havo,organizad and
for whioch we have provided the funda. It 1a sponsored
officially by the Columbia University School of Journalism

- together with "Commentary" magazine, "Chriastian Century"

(Protestant) and "Commonweal™ (Catholie). The leading
religious journalists, writers and editors come togethar
from every part of the nation for candid, off-the-record
discussion of areas of tension between the major religious
groups. The conferences have been extremely helpful in
furthering some aspects of our work end I lkmow that

Dr. Heschel will be a real asset this year as a Jewish
participant. ‘

~ Since you wrote'mb only recently about Dr. Bbaohol,-I knew

you would be interested in learning of his perticipation.

Cordielly,

John Slawson




Maren 1, 1961

~ Dear Dr. Huchol'

This ias the first oppnz'tmnity thet 1 hnva had to tell you
how deeply grateful I am for the major part. you played in the
_tasti.:nonial d.tnnor in 2y honor cn March Tth. .

As an old hand with testimonial dinners, I tend to regard
“them with something of a skeptical eye, £Iut I must say, as
perhaps you yourself noted, that I was deeply touched by the
warmth of fellowsiip and tha all=too g,enerous sentiments that

you sxpressed. L -

- My relationsh.‘.p with jou wl.u be among the uarmaat sentl-
mente that £ have carried away’ with me from the Synagogue Council.
- 1 hope that the comling weeZs an¢ months will enable me %o keep
this bond of friendship strong and enduriag,

Warmest regards.
Cord iz'illy'.

EFabbi #arc¢ i, Tanenbaum, Director
lnterrelig,i.oua Liffairs Department

lm'r:hrf

" Dr. Abraham -T. Heschel :

Jowish Theological Seminary
Zroadwey & 120th Street :
New York, New York



May 1x 1961

Professor Abraham J, Heschel
School of Religlon
University of Iowa

Amss, Iowa =0T

Dear Dr. Heschel:

I received the réssage that you hed called me on ¥Friday, too
late to reach you., Since you indicated it was ilmportent, I

am. all the more distrissed that I wes not eble to telephone
vou. I the mtter deserves irmmediste attention, would you
pleasa write ms and I will deal. with it accordingly,

I wigh you a most reqarding vis.tt to Iowa. If there is any
way that I ¢an be heipful or do something for you in the
New York dlocese, please let me know, . {
Wermest regards to Mrs. Heschel, Susannah, and yourself
from Helge and the rest of us.

Cordlally,

ik b

A

Ratbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, Pirector
Interreligious Affairs Department

HETtam



Mare Deart Please call me when you receive
stiached.
Fondly,

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF
MISS HANNAH STEIN

‘Executive Director -
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWIBH. WOMEN

onie West 47th Street - Y " CIrcle 6-3175
NGWYOX'R 36. N._Y.
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&y 23,'1961 |

-pofescr Abreham Joshua “eschel
Todversity of iowa -
Sd:ool. of Religion

Im i.ty, Ion

~23

COBp nd!ngtlwo@mtnpackam of mmmmm
hmekindlyhﬁﬁthupuarbmdaputmwtwlm + certalnly
frained a rest deal from this u:pnrim:ndumhm for it.

1 recartly meb Rabbi fenenbaum at tie Apmal mets.ng of the “merican -‘:’wuh
Committee and he saked me to be in touch with him as soon s8 I have coxpleted
readins through your material, 1 therefore plan to call m 'it.h:m the

mxb day or tw. ’ o

Inthe mt.m 1 hopa that you lrehuing a very pleasant and imteresting
stay in Iova City and wish to thank you. again for giving m» the opoortunity
of reading your mny valuable thou,_hh in such a condensed fashion,
“ith 7y very best wishes.

Cordiallyy -. -

g3 “sanah Stein |
Sxegutive Director
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 July 5, 1962

e Js Ginabarg Esq
m s ? Box 4 ’ ’
"~ Alexandria, Loulsiana

Dear i-ir. Ginsberg, .

Tour letter of July 20th in which you request a copy af
an addreas by Frofeassor Abraham Heachsl before the Amsrican

Jewish Committes has been brought to my attention.

1 have esked that & copy of Ir. Heschel's statement be
sent to you for transmittal to Chaplain Hawking of the Baptist
Eospitsal in your city.

If there is any way in which the Ameriocan Jewish Committee
or L personally can be of additional nasiatanoe to yuu please
do not hesitate to call on us,

Faithfully,

Raddi Harc H, Tanenbaum, Director
interrelgiicus Affairs Department

HHT £
" Encl,.



HEScHEL KiNE DAVD |hoTEL
3 Cruswem (TS )

CaRoiNaL RETUANINE Tyve EIEHT
/N/JTH-“?- sF - FOuR, AdvISE VouR
.PL'P\NS, witt ACT AccoRbIMELY.

TH NENMRAUM
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_ August 9, 1961

Dr., Atrahem J. Heschel '
10532 Ashouton Avenue (Ashéon)
Los -Angeles 2li, California

Dear Dr, Honchsl:

‘On the aasunption, obviously mintakan, t:hat You were

"bhaving a Gallic vacation in Peris while attending the Confer-

ence of the World Council of Synagogues, Helga and I deliberately

waited to write to you ebout the good news of the birth of our

son, Michael Andrew. = (My mother was [n:nrsuadad that Michael was
& goyishe name until she recasted @s "Micheul®),

He was born mbout one month esrly, on the morning of July

Lth and we would have celled him Yankes Doodle if we oould have
' 't;.'%nn a;aﬁrea that everyonn would have t:ooperat.ed and called him
ankele®, ‘ _ _

: It 1s now ﬁvo weeks pince his birth and, thank God, both
he sand Helga are doing marvelcusly, and I wish I could say the
same about the I‘at-hor. _

Eolga jom me in the viah thxt, you and Mrs. Hlachnl are
“having a good rest and a relaxation that will bring you back re=-
freshsd and relnvigorated. . .

I look foruward to kesing ynu uhen you return t'.o the city,
Warmeat reger::a to ¥rs. Heschsl and Suzannah,

cor&i ally,

‘Rabbi Mare H, Tanenbaum, Cirector
- . Interreligious Affairs Department

‘MET31£D |



| éﬁw Lo November 15, 1961

Dr, Abrsham J. Heschel
dewish Theological Seminary
3080 Brosdwsy

New York, Hew York

Dear Br. Heschel! L

I hope you have peceived Dy now ths twp books by Cardinal
Bea which ocur messenger was to bring to you thig morning. En-
closed are several documents which relate to your aisaion:

1, The "Appeldoorn Statement™ which is the basis
of the declaretion to be isgusd by the Eecumenieal Council on
ﬂa.tholie-é’ewiah relations;

. 2« Ths document, "The Imace ﬂc[' the Jews in Catholic
@eaehing" that we bave already aubmitted to the Vatiecan.,

Later tofsy, £ hope to be able to ssnd you a draft varaiun
of ths memorandum tha® we will be sending out on Frldny to the
'?aticnn on Catholic ilturgy.

Also enclosed are several statements which reflect the growe
_ing accsptence on the part of important Rozan Catholics of the
concept and practice of religlious plurelism. A very important
document on this question 1s the enclosed study of Homan Catholic
attitudes toward religious liberty.

I will be talking to you later on the phone today sbout the
meeting on Fridsy with Dr. Horkheimer and also atout the traveling
nrrengomnta. Many thanks,

Oordim,.

~ Rabbi Marc H, Tansnbeum, Director
- .interreligicus- Affeirs Department

ey
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Paris Office: 30, Rue La Boetie, Paris 8, France « Elysees 69-11, 83-63 « Cab!e; Wishcom, Paris « Zachariah Shuster, European Director

December 20, 1961

Personal

Dr. John Slawson
American Jewish Committee
165 Bast 56 Street

New York 22, N.Y.

Dear John:

The first time I met Dr. Heschel was in Rome where, in addition
to our working together on the specific task which brought us
there, I had long conversations with him on general topiecs con-

 cerning our work, and I believe I received a good impression of
his state of mind.

First, I should like to tell you that 1 found him to be out-
standing in many respects, and primarily as a man of pmfound
knowledge of Judaism, an excellent interpreter of Jewish lore

in modern terms and a man imbued with a spirit of enthusiasm
about ultimate values, The purpose, however, of this letter
is. not to evaluate Dr. Heschel, but to submit for your comnsider-
ation a point which developed from our conversations and which,
I believe, is of practical importance. He expressed to me his
real desire to become more closely associated with the AJC and
its work primarily in the areas involving relationship between
Jews and Christian religious groups. He was deeply impressed
by his experiences in Rome, and with our approaches to the lead-
ers of the Catholic Church. For my part, I can testify that he
succeeded in creating a rapport with Christian religious leaders
in a way few laymen and even Jewish religious leaders could have
done.

From my conversations with him I gathered that he is rather un-
fulfilled by having to devote most, if not all, of his time to
teaching at the Seminary. Of course, this and the writing of
books is, and will remain, his major vocation, but I have the
definite impression that he would gain much in personal satis-
faction if he could be associated in some way with dynamic acti-
vities as projected by the AJC, and particularly with the long

HERBERT B. EHRMANN, President JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President
N J 5

FREDERICK F. GREENMAN, Chm., Executive Board IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President _ MOASXE:':' &O%%&ag;:wlm‘i:&?‘ Wt
MILTON WEILL, Chm., Admiriistrative Board JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President JULIUS H, COMN, Newark, Vice-President
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Chm., Nat'l. Advisory Council HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Vice-President MARTIN CARGGEL, Birmingham, Vice-President
A LROL AN SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President MARTIN GANG, Los Angeles, Vice-President

g LEIDES:DQRF i RALPH E. SAMUEL, Honorary Vico-Presidont JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President
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JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President ELY M. AARON, Chicago, Vice-President A. M. SONNABEND, Boston, Vice-President ont



range positive programs which will develop in connection with our

*activities in Rome. I therefore suggest that you might want to
consider the possibility of engaging him in a more or less formal
way as consultant.

I think he is not so much interested in remuneration as in getting
out of the groove in which he is now. At the same time, I do not
think that he would take the initiative of his own accord, but will
respond quickly to an invitation from you.

With warmest regards,
Yours sincerely,

Dach.

~

Zachariah Shuster

o
i G -
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MOUNT SAVIOUR MONASTERY, P.O. BOX 3066, ELMIRA, NEIW YORK
: Tel RE 2-8754

Frofersor ibrahaz #ecchel
Jewich Theolo "ical Seminary
Broadway at l-=Zal 3t.

New York 27, u.Y,

Dear ‘rofessor Heschel:

I was delirhted to have the opportunity to mect vou through the kind-
ness of Dourlas Steere. Among the mental notes I made in .Yashington
was the intention to write Douglas for your aciress, to keen in con-
tact vith ycu. £Ee has juct answered, and practicilly in the same mail,
from Furope, has come a vroblem which makxes me turn to you for advice.

You may know of the YEiblical revival” in the Catholic Crurch. Iart

of it, the rexrt of it, really, centers cre'ri the F-alter. de are

at this mozent faced with the tremendous tack of revising the work of
Saint Jerome, woich means coming with a latin trsdition of 1500 years'
standing, and harmonizing it with the Eebrew original, insofar as this

is pa~eible. Jc have just been invited by the Adbst Frinate of the
Benedictire Crzer to sutmit sursented re--hrocings znc that makes me
wonder whetrer vou might not be able to ~ive wal able curtestions con-
rsr-~ing 20 Wbt 7 Tevinlh e~hel-ra on % t Tt T am most

inter steu .m i sae exact _uteri.et_t.on o. H_hr?t «r.t JnoioZy. 1f >
you could cugret any Schelars, books, or cc-isdirals thet would be

of a ' cistance I would be extremely crateful. along these lines I think
Yeshiva University might be a good source of infermation, but I regret
that I do not linow a soul there. Could you nut sme in tcuch with a friend
or collearue there who might be willing to bte of ascictance?

When we were sneaking together you mentioned nuiiicntion of Benno
Jacob's commentary on Exodns. I would apnreciate nevs of this, if

you have any, as well as of any other of Bennc Jacob's writings that
are available. If some are only available in manuscrizt form, is there
any possibility of procuring a microfilm of them. A4is I mentioned I
have his Genecis and consider it a very fine niece of werx, and for
this reason would be eager to have ﬂhatever elce is available in what-
ever format possible. b

For whatever you can do to help with any of the sobve-menticned re-
quests I assure you I shall be most gratetul, Lecking forward to an
eventual meeting in New York I remain

Sincerelv vours,

The Very Reverend Irv 7ro .= ..ixzzez, C.J3.B., Frior.
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Hr.

Prof.Abraham J. '@131__.__:_
3080 Broedway

N.E.Cor.3roadway and 122nd Street
New York 27, /K. Y.

Sehr geehrter Herr Professor!

Fir Ihren gilitigen Brief vom 18.
Dezember und die beiden Werke "A Philosophy of Judaism®™ und
"man is8 not alone®™ danke ich lhnen aifrichtizst. Ich werde
mich freuen, in die beiden interessanten Biicher gelegentlich
einen Blick tun zu k®nnen.

Der nir in Aussicht czestellten dritten Denk-
schrift sehe ich wit Interesse entgegen und hoffe, Ihnen dann
entsprechende Mitteilungen zugehen lassen zu kdnnen. Es ist
m. B. notig, da3 alle religifs interessierten sreise sich zu-
sanuenschlie8en und, soweit es m¥glich ist, auch zusammenar-
beiten. Es wird mich sehr freuen, wenn unsere Besprechungen
auch f ernerhin dazu beitragen kodnnen. Auf jeden Fall bin ich
Ihnen gerne immer zu Diensten.

_ Iiit den besten Winschen fir Sie und Ilhre
Arbeiten, bin ich

ZINTR LIEY

, - Ihr sehr ergebener &
R Ayiis ’
ST AT ST S (/ZM? ﬁMX//\/féﬂ‘/

o e

AL P oess~
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SECRETAR!ATUS
AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOVENDAM
PRAEPARATORIUS CONCILU VATICANI i

Prot. N, 90/ 60
(In responsions flat mentio hutus nuwnert)
Sr.Ehrwiirden

derrn Abraham J. HESCHEL
The Jewish Theological Seminary
of America
Northeast Corner, Broadway and
122nd Strest

5 New York (N.Y.)
*." UaSoA.

E Clvitate Vaticana, die

1. Februar 1962

Hochverehrter, Enhrwiirdiger Herr!

Erst jetzt komme ich dazu, Ihnen fdr Ihren
freundlichen Brief vom 18. Dezember 1961 bestens
zu danken. Die Festtage von Weihnachten und Neu-
jahr habe ich bei meinen Elterr in Holland ver-
bracht und sp8ter filhrte mich die Arbeit noch
nach Mfinster und Paris. Daher kommt meine Antwort
leider etwas verapltst.

Mit grossem Dank habe ich inzwischen die
Blicher erhalten, die Sie mir in so freundlicher
Weise gesandt haben, und mir dieselben kurz an-
geschaut: A Philosophy of Judaism; Kan Is Not
Alone; The Sabbath.

Diese Bficher setzen das Gespréch, das wir be-
zonnen hatten, gleichesam in geistiger Weise fort.
Gott allein weiss, was aus diesem bescheidenen
Anfang, den wir gemacht haben, einmal folgen wird,
so wie es in seinem heiligen W¥illen bestimmt ist.

Mit herzlichem Dank und vorzliglicher Hoch-

achtung verbleibe ich
xgrﬁirener (ﬂl
N ‘r/_i:.’.:::f_"/—



ESCHEL W6 KiFisis il

_ %P;k}zn J
February 9, 1962

Dear Dr. Heschelz

, This morning, Rabbi Tanenbaum &nd I discussed the
neeting of the forthcoming Zcumenical Council, especially

your own contribution with reference top the imerican

Jewish Committee's relationship to this 1mportant event.

I want to take this occasion to express to you our
gratitude for all that you have done in behalf of our
cause and for all that you are now doinge I was espece
ially impressed with the warath and sincerity axpressed
to you dy Cardinal Bes in his communication to you. It
is only a person of your stature and spiritual quslity
that could have establisihed so close and meaningful a
relavionship.

I want also to thanlk you, particularly for the impor=-
tant sontribution you are making in comnnection with the
third memorandum to ve submitted to the Cardinsl., I know
it will be of the highest guality and will help eprich
Catholic~Jdewish relaticns. .

With varm regards, I am
- = Sincerely yours,

' John Slawson
Dr. Abraham J.|Hegghel - .

Jewish Theological Seainary

3080 EBroadway

New York, New York

Js/tlg
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HARPER & BROTHERS

PUBLISHERS SINCE 1817

\Hﬁy
-
49 East 337 Stréet, New York 16, N.Y.

December 27, 1962

Rabbi Tannenbaum .

. American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y.

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum:

It was most pleasant to have lunch with you the other day, and I thank
you for the fine help you are giving us on the Heschel book.

I thought it might be a good idea to round up the ideas put éﬁ-at the
luncheon, and see if we can follow up on them,

We will send review copies and contact the following people:

Associated Church Press, Interchurch Center, N.Y.
Louis Cassels, U.P.I.

George Duggan, A.P.

The fifteen or so religious educators in the major denomina-
tions responsible for their programs.

Iillian Bloch, editor, Religious News Service

Mr. Boris Smolar, editor, Jewish Telegraphic Agency
Mr. Nathan Zipron, editor, Seven Arts Syndicate
B*'Nai Brith Monthly, ¢/8 Mr. Edward Grews

Joseph Cuneen, editor, Cross Currents

Father Walter Abbott, of America

Mother Catherine Sulllvan, Manhattanville Collega
Mother Catherine Hargrove, .

Msgr. Ostyreicher, Seton Hall

Wisdom

New York Times Saturday Review

Harold Fey and Marty of Christian Century

You have suggested you will be responsible for getting a review by a pro-
minent person, that could be circulated to the Jewish weeklies. We will
ask to see Dr. Heschel's files for book reviews and statements, and also
see about working up a story on the prophetic solution to major areas of=-
concern to the religious education of youth, public life, etc.

CABLE ADDRESS : HARPSAM . TELEPHONE : MURRAY HILL 3-1900



Rabbi Tannenbaum -l

Our editors are most enthused about your idea for a symposium on Dr.
Heschel's work with representatives from the Catholic and Jewish Biblical
societies and the Society of Biblical Exegesis. We would be happy to co-
operate in whatever way possible to put on such a symposium. The only draw-
back is that we have spent up to the hilt on our advertising budget, and
could not engage in expensive speakers'! fees or travel fees, but we would
be glad to do all we can in this office to work with you. Mr. Exman suggests
that perhaps the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, which each year takes a
major theologian like Berdyaev, might be a good place to hold it. I would
guess that Canon Johnson at the Cathedral would know if this were a possibility.
You might not actually think it the best way to handle it.

We were delighted to hear that it looks like Time might be doing a story, al-
though taking a photograph is no sure guarantee that it will go in! The im-
portant thing -- and perhaps it would best come from you since you have been
contacting John Elson on the book, is to make sure that it is mentioned in
whatever story is done. Time quite frequently bases a whole story on material
from a book and neglects to mention the book - which, of course, infuriates
publishers. I don't think Elson follows this practice, but if someone else
happens to write the story it could easily happen!

I think the one matter hanging fire is publication date. Qur editors agreed
to postpone it, but I realized afterwards that I have an ad in Christian
Century which will appear on Wednesday, January 2, and it isn't possible to
do anything about that. I myself think that postponing dates probably causes
more confusion and doesn't do very much good, but we can discuss this when
you call, if we get together before January 2.

I hope you had a very happy holiday season, and thank you for your excellent

help in launching this book.
Sincerely yours, g i f

MC:mb Marie Cantlon

j2$ 621/,23’ a el :§P<Lﬂﬂ19¢éz?7 éhdw‘::ZZ?FI1?7cj‘74}
d57m A, plegr ) ;
/ J/ € ) 7
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Dr. Abraham J.| Heschel
c/o H. Rosenth
569 5. Cleveland
St. Paul, Minn.

Tear "r. Heschel:.

‘Bnclosed is a copy of the advanced program of the
Annual Dinner of the American Jewish Committee. Announcement
of your forthcoming address has evoked a tremendous amount
of interest and we are looking forwsrd to it.

: Unfortunately, the limitation of time will undoubtedly
create problems for you but, as yo: can see by the program,
the half hour limitation is necessary.

e would be more than happy to hive you attend any
of our Sunday sessions., I will call you on Friday at the hotel. -

With all good wishes for a hapny Passover, and with
kindest personal regards,

Sincerely,

(Rabbi) tlorris N. Kertzer

MNK :mb
encl,



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
NORTHEAST CORNER, BROADWAY AND 122nND STREET
NEW YORK 27. N. Y.

Den 22ten Mai, 1962

Seine Eminenz
Augustinus Cardinal Bea
R oma, Italy

Via Aurelia 527

Ihre Eminenz,

Ich stehe noch immer unter dem Eindruck unserer Aussprache
Im November. Seit jener Stunde lebe ich im Gefuehl der ueber-
waeltigender Wichtigkeit des Themas, das wir beruehrt habern und des
heiligen Ernsts unseres Unternehmens. Tief ist meine Dankbarkeit
dafuer; dass dle Vorsehung es mir gestattet hat, im Dienste dieser
hohen Aufgabe zu stehen, und inbruenstig flehe ich Gott an, dass Er
in Seiner Gnade es Ihnen moeglich machen moege,diese maechtige Auf-
gabe, die Hoffnung vieler Jahrhunderte, im Sinne der prophetischen
Voraussage zu erfuellen.

Im Geiste unserer Aussprache und mit Ihrer Erlaubnis, habe ich
die Ehre, Ihnen das beiliegende Memorandum . zu uebersenden. :

Die Idee,dieses Memorandum abzufassen)verdanke ich der
Inspiration, ﬁie Ihre guetigen und verstaendnisreichen Worte und die
tiefe Froemmigkeit und Weishelt Ihrer Persoenlichkeit. mir zuteil

werden liessen.

Das Memorandum ist von der Leitung des American Jewish Committee
studiert worden, die direct an Sie schreiben_ggpd um ihre Identi-

fication mit dem Memorandum zu bestaetigen. i

o

Die bruederlichen Erklaerungen ueber die Wichtigkeit der Ver-
besserung der Bezlehungen zwischen Katholiken und Juden, die Papst
Johannes XXIII und Ihre Eminenz abgegeben haben, haben das Jjuedische
Volk auf der ganzen Welt mit Hoffnung und Erwartung auf grosszueglge
Taten seitens des bevorstehenden Vatican Council erfuellt.

Darf ich dieses Schreiben mit tiefempfundenen guten Wuenschen
fuer Ihr persoenliches Wohlergehen schliessen.

Et sit splendor Domini Dei nostri super nos,

et opera manuum nostrarum dirige super nos:
et opus manuum nostrarum dirige.

Mit vorzueglicher Hochachtung,

Ihr sehr ergebener

Abraham Joshua Heschel



Miass Cantlon

Miss Witharspoon
Publicity Department
Harper's Bpos.

49 East 33rd Street
New York 16, N. Y.

Dear Misses Cantlon and Hi’therspobn: _' : ,
Re: Time Magazine Story

If you agree with me .that the Tlime magazine review of -
Dy, Heschel's book is good, may I suggest that you reprint
1t? I would be gled to send it around to my Christian leeders
‘and Rabbi's mailing 1llsts, Also, you may wish to send 1t to
the 600-700 delegates who attended the Natlonal Conference on
Religion and Race on whom Dr, Heschel made such & profound
impression. I have the delogates names and addresaes end will
be glad to loan them to you.

Gordta'lly .

Rabﬁi Marc H, Tanenbaum, Director

Interreligious Affairs Department .-

MHT a8

ﬁ



RELIGION

THE BIBLE

Relevance of the Prophets

Many of the Old Testament prophets
must have seemed odd indeed. Jeremiah,
by his own admission, had a tremor “like
a drunken man” (Jeremiak 23: ¢), and
Isaiah “walked naked and barefoot three
years” (Isaiah 20: 3). Many of their Jew-
ish contemporaries were- skeptical of the
prophets—and some people are skeptical
still. Literary critics may see Isaiah as
nothing more than a wild Hebrew bard,
and psychoanalysts may explain the pos-
turings and mutters of Hosea as the up-
shot of repressed sexual feelings.

In a new book, one of the world’s most
illustrious Jewish theologians puts the
prophets back into place as the first men
to speak some bedrock ideas of Western
thought. Abraham Joshua Heschel, 56,
professor of Jewish ethics and mysticism
at Manhattan’s Jewish Theological Semi-
nary, writes in The Prophets (Harper &
Row; $6) that if those peculiar ancients
claimed to speak for God himself, their
message is indeed worthy of the Crea-
tor. For they preached the dignity of
the world’s poor and downtrodden, and
warned unjust men that God himself
cared about what happened on earth.

A Personal God. Modern man finds it
hard to sympathize with the prophets,
Heschel argues, largely because Biblical
thinking is so alien to his owm. Unlike
the Greek philosophers, or even Judaeo-
Christian theologians of later years, the
prophets did not think of God as a first
cause or prime mover but as a person;
they were unconcerned with what God is,
but cared only for what he does and says.
“* Unlike the mystics, the prophets did not
express the ineffable glory of God, but
spoke of specific situations—the machina-
tions ,of Jewish foreign policy, or the
selling of debtors into slavery during the
reign of King Jeroboam II (circa 786-
746 B.C.). Isaiah, for example, declares
that the Almighty will condemn a mili-
tary alliance between Israel and Egypt:

Woe to the rebellious children, says

the Lord,

Who carry out a plan that is not from

Me,

Who turn an alliance not of My spirit,

Adding sin to sin;

Who set out to go down to Egypt,

Without asking for My counsel.

The prophets saw these incidents as
symptoms; the disease was the corrupt
state of Israel. Their cure was angry elo-
quence. “To us,” Heschel writes, “a single
act of injustice—cheating in business, ex-
ploitation of the poor—is slight; to the
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is
injurious to the welfare of the people; to
the prophets it is a deathblow to exist-
ence: to ws, an episode; to them, a catas-
trophe, a threat to the world.”

The explanation of this supranatural
fury, Heschel says, lies in the prophets’
claim to be surrogates for God. In their
writings, they expressed both their own

JErEMIAH BY CHAGALL

anger and divine wrath as well; their mis-
sion was to make known this “divine
pathos”—God’s concern for the world—
to men. “Prophecy,” Heschel writes, “is
the voice that God has lent to the silent
agony, a voice to the plundered poor.
God is raging in the prophet’s words.”
Their distinction “was to sense the human
situation as a divine emergency.”

Lesson for Today. Yet though the
prophets have gone, still “the world is
dark, and human agony is excruciating.”
Although Heschel does not expressly ar-
gue it in his book, he believes that man
today is called upon to be prophetlike—
last week in Chicago he was a mordant
critic of religion’s ineffectiveness in U.S.
race questions (see below). Born in War-
saw, the descendant of a long line of Ha-
sidic rabbis, Heschel earned his doctorate
at the University of Berlin, but was ex-
pelled by the Nazis to Poland in 1938. He
left for England six weeks before the out-
break of World War II, arrived in the
U.S. in 1940, and has taught at Jewish
Theological Seminary since 1945.

Heschel first turned to the study of the
prophets as a university student, when he
was repelled by the aridity of contempo-
rary philosophy. He has since spent most
of his energies defending “the intellectual
relevance of the Bible.” Heschel argues
that the secular disciplines of philosophy
or science are no help to man in solving
the ultimate riddles of life. “Marx and
Freud are interesting,” he says, “but in
extreme situations, such as in dealing with
good and evil, do they lead anywhere?
Science presupposes a certain aspect of
being, but is it the ultimate?” Heschel
answers no, and says that in the long run
of time, “the prophet may be more rele-
vant than the scientist.”

THE CHURCHES

& 'That Awful Fatalism"

The churches of the U.S., which have
never summoned enough resolution, origi-
nality or unity to help the country signif-
icantly in dealing with racial discrimina-
tion, last week in Chicago held their first
National Conference on Religion and
Race—and proved themselves still unable

Mo offer much wisdom.

The dominant mood of the four-day
neeting, attended by 1,000 delegates and

HABBARKUK BY SARGENT
The human situation is a divine emergency.

5Y FRIEDMAN

TrEOLOGIAN HESCHE

65 Protestant, Roman

iChe Rev. Will D. Campbell, former chap-
ain at Ole Miss and an executive of the
gvational Council of Churches, said flatly
Bhat “it is too late now for us to es-
Eablish harmonious relationships between
he races on a worldwide scale.” In his
brepared text, distributed but prudent-
omitted from the spoken version,
ampbell claimed that racial hatred has
eached such a pitch that “in our genera-
ion white children will be marched into
Bas chambers by dark-skinned masters,
lutching their little toys to their breasts
Auschwitz fashion.” In the same mood,
piscopal Layman William Stringfellow
floomed that “the most practical thing
p do now is weep.”

Such doleful hand wringing left many
ghurchmen aghast, and at the conference’s
ghd; delegates approved a well-meant
Appeal to the Conscience of the Ameri-
an People,” which called for a reign of
fustice, love, courage and prayer in which
‘voting rights and.equal protection of the
law will everywhere be enjoyed] and “the
wounds of past injustices will not be used
¢ as excuses for new ones.” The call to ac-
lion was not binding on any of the reli-
gious groups represented

THE CLERGY
"Incorrigible Optimist"

“Length of life has very little real sig-
nificance,” Arthur Judson Brown once
said. “What’s really important is the qual-
ity.” The life of Dr. Brown had lots of
both. He was 106 on his birthday Dec. 3,
six weeks before his death, and back of
that lay a solid career as a prime mover
of Christian missionary work, as a found-

TIME, JANUARY 25, 1963
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_ CONFIDENTZIAL
Dr. Abrahsm J. Heschel 5
Jewish Thaolpgionl Semlnary
3080 Broadway

Rew York 2?. Hew York

'Dear LCr, Heachel:

Should the Coronotion trip come off, and 1f the oppartundty
lends itgelf, you may wish to raise twe questionsg with Cardinal ;
Bea: 7HiRec :

1., The Pius XII and Jews matter from the point of vieu
that we wish to be heipful in preVanting an unnegessary
diaruption in relstionshipa,

2, The report on the formation of an Advisury Lléilon
Committee and our possible cooperatton.

3. A revised version of the Father Hertling article which
could be disseminated widely.

I have discussed with Shuster the proposal for organizing a
neeting at Pro Deo et the tims of the adoption of the Jewish resolu-
tion, It would be helpful if you were to talk this over with Shuster

- should you meet with him in Rome,

Cordially,

Rabbi Marec H. Tanenbaum, Director
Interreligious Affairs Dspartment

MHT : £5 .
Eml.
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July 1, 1963

Dear Dr, Heschel:

I cannot tell you how grieved I am at the inconven-
ience caused you, but please be assured that the unfor-
tunate Incident was due solely to negligence on my part
for not clearing with Rome before the decisicn was made.
The sequence of events may have led us to believe that
the Jjudgment in Rome was influenced by considerations
other than the~merits of the issue before us. But I am
now convinced, after full investigation, that this is
not the case.

I trust that by now both Father Morlion and Rabbi
Tanenbaum have explained to you what actually occurred.
You would not have been placed in the position that
you were had we taken the sters in this office that we
ghguld have before making the request of you that we

id.

I am truly sorry, and I hope you will understand.
Your services in behalf of the cause which you and we
together espouse have been of inestimable wvalue, and
I trust that we shall make it possible for you to con-
tinue to give us the benefit of your wisdom, resource=
fulness and effectiveness.

@With best wishes, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

John Slawson

Dr. Abraham J. Heschel
Jewish Theological Seminary
3080 Broadway

New York, New York

5‘5{ :thia.rc Tanenbaum -

{

|
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Augnst 20, 1963

Dr. Abraham J, Heschel

- Jewlsh Theologloal Seminary

3080 Broadwuey

 New ‘York, New York

Dear Dr. Hesohel: _ . }
I was diatreaaed to learn from Wolfa Kelman of your 1nd£apoaition.

B do hope that by this time you have had a refush shelemsh: aud are

adls to enjoy a relaxing and healthful surmer .

- After & number of agoniaing mka tollwing on that distastei‘ul
and disgraceful episode, I have begun to make some reajustment to my

. s8ituation here, It is clear that - made a decisive dif-

ference in Dr, .f{lawson's attl fude toward owr frlend who has apparently
destroyed all chances of becoming sheni l'melech. In the meantime,
I have been ocoupied with several intere stlng experiences which are

described in the attached roports.

Abe Karlikov, who i3 Zach Shuuter's assis tant, has just arrived
from Paris end we will meet this week, I uill reporc to you the
latest developments.

Znclosed is a copy of a raugh drart statement on "I:or Stellvertrettel
It is thebaslis of a declaration that we are thinking of issuing in the
near future. If you are inclined to reaet to it, I would be more than
srataful for your views.

Helga and the children ars continuing tc enjoy the summer at :

" Lalte Mohegan. We hopo that Sylvia, Susie and you are having a mheh -

deserved relaxing vecation. We look forward to seelng you on your
return to New York. Warmest regards and best wishes from home.to ho .,

Cordlally,

_ Rabbi Merc H. Tanenbaum, Director
: - . Interreligious Affairs Department

MET:fD : ' : 3 .

Encl.



‘ , 155 Fifth Anita _ /—N
Los Angeles 49, California — |
- W) o

August 5, 1963 W,LJL
r€-’ W
Dear Mr. Slawson:

I am sorry not to have written sooner. A major
piece of writing absorbed me so completely that I
neglected all my correspondence.

I should like to thank you for your note of
July 1 and to take this opportunity of ex-
pressing my friendship and esteem for you.

The weather here has been most pleasant. It
upsets me to read about the heat and humidity in

New York.

I hope that you and Mrs. Slawson are enjoying
a pleasant summer.

" With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

/s/ Abraham J. Heschel
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CONSEJO MUNDIAL DE SINAGOGAS .

(World Council of Synagogues)

LIBERTAD 769 - BUENOS AIRES - ARGENTINA

TELEFONO 44-6474
Cable Adress: CIRA-LIBERTAD

Oficina Latinoamericana : SHo Paulo, Caixa Postal 5491

Soptember 5, 1963

Dear Professor Heschel:

[

Your reply rogrrding Cordinzl Bea arrived on the day before
my leaving S.Paulo, and so my reoly to it can already refer to
what happened. ' :

The Vice-Rector of the University Pro Deu, Don Carlo Ferrero,
who roceived me wwith his forior sssistant, Dr. Paolo Oldano, was
highly interested by wint I had¢ ©o tell him and phoned at once to
the secratary of Cardinal Ben, “ecause the staff of Bea, especially
a doctor Stefan Scinidl, is jusi now reeamining the whole nazi-perioed
and especially Pacelli's attitude and actions. My hints and indication:
were very wclcomo.

Bea's secretary mariked an cudience for me for September 5, be-
cause, as you told me, Bea was on holiday. Unfortunately, I had to
leave Rome on the 2nd becausz of pressure of work in S3o f"au.'l.o.

Anyhow, I wanted vou to Xmow of these goings=-on.
Don Carlo promised to lcop me informed on the result of the research
in the Vatican archives. :

Warnest preetings to Mrs. lleschel and to you,

Very sincerely yours,

(t S S {r
F b /

Fl
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Harn Frnenhoun
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Attnghed An the bext of an adipaan thal Hlalbd Hanabal dndlverad
Lafore 200 Gnbllo nthondlyg tha Haviayey U Leboagn wthiea foatibube
ot tha Jewleh theolops Leel. 'H”'Tvﬂvy' Luo uselta aro,  The pgildroan puu}w
n rreat Limapat on the Rabbia, wan reprinted on ki fleal pora of Sha
daviah Loy Hovabies doavnal eed bag niiwnlﬂ*nﬂ n ulﬂhngrn"ﬂ lﬂrmnnt
In tha Jepleh relilpicova eommdtys  !aasd gn $hls ppraasdl for eetlon,
o Fipeg opus Uauncil of Averdea apd Lka ecnabibuant Orthodox, Cnou-
pevyablve, dnd Reform oapenclen bnve preclaimyed Yom ©lppur an tha dny
of prabonk In bahelf ot Hovlek Jeury. AL Eha raagusat of jinhbl lonehal
sud tha sinapocee UGounell, Slnen Cocs) eonbnolbed Zaoh Shoater and
Aba lon't opd naleed thom o epaosrbain wiabthor (U2 Londlog Rabbla end
dovieh orpundentinon wondd Jodn An Ghlg day of proteats’

Yen will yeeel) Bk cop dineh ilaqhionall ghntemant Yaausd over the
navip el gur proptdent beglee with a pEnbtagent abont tha sltuation
of lavlieh Jdoury, ' -

In adddtion to Beldnsing thils Infopmatlon te yeur attontlovn, thae
porpacs of thile nove ds o aolt wheiaer you want ndditlonsl ooplan of
Ebda atatamant for wae fn el dlnep or An your eonlaeba wlith peoplo
uho ere econcorned phont thils quention, L gou wlll let Francey llaron
know how many eaploa yon nead, we will avravee to fat them to yowue
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Ootober 29, 1963

John Slawsen
Mpro Tansntaum

NOVEMBEN I MAKTANG Or T0F JiviSH LEADARS cm.mu BY
m. A. J, ABSCHEL PE SOVIKT JEWRY

As a:.mm .;-5:1 bas undoutsedly npu-tcd, one d‘ the deeisions
arrivec at by the group of Jewlsh erganizations that $ook pars in
- the econference oslled the Fyoagogue Council of Amsriex re aovht
Jeury was that of designating Ir, Hesohel to serve as chairmas of
ar adhoe emergsncy ao*uittu re Boviet Jewry.

Tr. desehel has just ioformed me that the first nuung of :
this small group will be held on Monday, Hevember U, 4100 P.M. at
8 midtoun hotel (to Ue made known shertlyl.

- In weaponse to Tr. Heachel's invitaﬂm the rououin; persons
have mnoptci to tale perts |

Mr, L‘b.l htl. ,r.luwt‘ Bipali 3'pith

Rabbi Irving Miiler, President)s Conferense
{against tl:ebjnéon of Emhum Goldmann, I am told)

Rlbb& Urd Miller, Presicdent, Symagogus Counsil of huvi.u
o Louis welnstein, l'rn!dant, MRAC _

Ly, ﬂuuhtl is ecager to hn.\m Nr. A. M, Sennabend sttend. It
is his feeling that 8 group should expiore together sommen
strategies in ordar to render mors effective Univ%ed States Jeowry's
astivity io relation to Soviet Jewry.

Lo you thlnk 1% would be possilile for Mr, Sennabend to attend?
Dr, Heschel would liks o inow beforc the weekend. Also, he s
esger %0 have womes thoughts from us abtout the kind of program tlut
we beliave this group eould embark on. .

It will bu helpful - 1! ve gould diseuss this borort [ lu.vt
for chiun- ,

MHT: LD
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Hovemﬁer 1, 1963 .

— Dr., Abreham J. Heschel
Jewich Theological Seminw
3080 Broadway

~ New York 27, B, Y.

Dear Dr. Heschel:

Rabbl Tanenbaum thought you would be interested in seeing
a copy of this, which is'a tackground information plece we ine
tend to distribute to the press and mass media at the time of
Cardinal Bes's address introducing the resolution. It will
accompany the brief A.JO stateresnt reacting to the declaration.

Ploase understand that this is only a first draft, and that
Marc himself has not yet reacted to it, nor have other people in
the organization seen it yet. I am sure it will require additional
editing and we would certainly eppreciate your comrments and reactions. -

Cordially,

Judi th Hershcopf, Asst. Director
Interreligious Affalrs Department

JHifD
- Ence
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' STATEMENT BY DR. ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL TO THE K. Y. HERALD TRIBUNE

The report about a Declaration to be introduced to the
Ecumenical Council fills me with a sense of intense gratification.
Such a Declaraticon, wili, _ahould it be a.dppted, open new aouz;cea

of spiritual 1naight for the ‘Jestern World. It is an expression
.or the integrity and ultimate earnestness of those who are inspired
by the consciousness of living in the presence of God, the Lord

and the Judge of history. May the spirit of God guide the work

of the Council.
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COPY

Abraham Joshua Heschel
Hotel Mediterraneco

15, Via Cavour

Rome

22nd ‘November, 1963

His Eminence

Augustinus, Cardinal Bea
Via Aurelia 527

Rome

~ Your Eminence,

The reports on the Conciliar document on the Jews as publighed in the
press have been received with a eense of enthusiasm all over the world
and hailed as an event of epoch mnking importance.

Humbly I offa: a prayer of thankegiving to our Father in heaven for
the privilege of witnessing the Divine imspiration and grace that
guided you inm bringing about this graat testimony to God's abundant
merey.

I am informed, however, of a few words which may mot only mar the
splendor of this momentous document but may, God forbid, virtually
mullify the abundance of blessing contained therein. I refer to the
words

Etai populi electi magua g&rs
interim longe manet a Christo...
Tamen,..

This clause introduces a dissonant note of irndulgence and tentativeness
incompatible with the spirit and intention of this momentous declaration.

- While I am personally convinced that this statement reflects no intention

either to qualify or to place conditions on the spirit of love, the above
mentioned phrase lends itself to very serious misinterpretation.

Those who are anxious to cast suﬁpician upon the ecumenical spirit will
interpret this statement to mean thnt the friendship of the Church for
the Jews is conti.ngen: upon t:he Jewa willingness to accept the Christian
faith,

As your Eminence knows guch an in:plieation would deeply hurt the sensit-
ivity of the Jewish people. ;

The enemies of the Church will spare no effort in maintaining that the
whole document is intended to bring about the end of the Jewish f£aith.

Whatever hope and visiom the Roman Catholic Church may adhere to in
terms of eschatology, this document while addressed to the Catholics
will be studied and cherished by Jews all over the world.

, S
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Heschel to Bea - Page 2

Dedicatéd as we are to the fostering of mutual knowledge and esteenm,
it is of vital {mportance to eliminate any statement that would place
weapons into the hands of those who are hostile to this great objective.

This document {s a proclamation inspired by the love of God, a love which
lmwa‘ no conditions, no bounds, no qualificatiouns.

I therefore respectfully suggest that the phrase quoted above be deleted.

At the same time I should like to draw the attention of your Eminence to
another passage in this declaration which might also be misinterpreted
because of ambiguity of expression. I am referring to

Mors tamen Christi mon a toto popolo tunc vivente...

I respectfully suggest that the expression non a toto popolo may be mis-
interpreted to imply that the majority of the Jewish people living at that
time bears responsibility for the Crucifixionm.

1 am fully aware that such an interpretation would be contrary to the be-
lief so forcefully presented by your Eminence and other contemporary
Catholic theologians.

In recent statements by yourself and others it was made clear that only
a few individuals might have ghared in the responsibility for that event,
but that the Jewish people as a whole had nothing to do with it and are
entirely absolved from any guilt,
The declaration iteelfilibates CTOREIY that it bear no more guilt than
the rest of mankind, a principle which as your Eminence knows has been
solemnly proclaimed by the Council of Treat.
May I respectfully suggest that this phrase be amended to read

The overvhelming majority of the Jewish g' eople then

living shared no more responsibility for the death

of Christ than the rest of mankind.
With the highest esteem,

Respectfully yours,

s8/Abraham Joshua Heschel
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n_aee'mher 2k, 1963 .

~— Dr, Abreham Heschel
Jewisk Theologlcel Semimary
3080 Broadsy _ :
ife‘&T Yorhg ¥ Y.

Lear Dr. H&sche\.t

Look Magazing .ts planning %o do an article on "Christ.ianity'a Coming
51‘!1&.55 Against Anti-Semitiem.®

The autiier;, an-intellizent Jawish bov memed Soward Eiss‘-.r:berg has been
contecting Catholics ana lrotsclants Lisre and overseas in order to
_obtain their views repsrding (a) tha pensral problem of antieSemitiom
(b) their cnecific reacticn to the mesaning and irplications of what
happansd 3 what did ro% hamer' at the seécond secsion of the Vasican
Cmmcil.

Ei..mharf; is eager to have a qnotatioaa frem you vh_ch would set forth
your views reparding these questione, This ig an opnortunity to clarify
scme of the points that ws hg.we been diseussine, ‘'The artieie will bs
reprinied widely, undoubtsdiy will be cent to all the Council Fathere
and thersfore vill have much ugefulnese in this interim period. I
would ba very pratefnl 1f yon would give this your immediate attention
gince Bigenberg will be writing this in the next 10 asys. .

Cordially,

" Rabbi Marc H, Tanerbawr, Directar
Interrelinions Affeirs Depertnent
- MHTses '

| BC: H. Eisemberg == - - o :



’lL C-ARDINALE " i
AGOSTINO BEA o, £ /2

VIA AURELIA. B27

SEGRETERIA
/

_ . .
'‘or the use of the notes %@r the .conwersation of Jewish scheolars
with Iiis Eminence: L
1)His Zm. would appreciate if those notes could be miémemographed
or reproduced in some other manner for being availéblg for all
%..l..-

parsicipants on the conversation. If he himself could /Some extra-—
J

popnies for his wor use, he would be very gratefull.

2) Mi. “m. asks to keep the notes reséﬁed t4ill the conversation
itself and not to distiibute them earlier to nobody, even notm

t5 the participants.
3) L: is understood that the notes can be distributed - at the time

of conversation - to the participants only. ‘
L) ~d for the manner or procceding in the conversation itself iXk
Lﬁs can be mad;?yrally at Boston of agter the arrival of His

©Dm. to New York. { l N 17 F

5 .
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. prsilom _» hend, end $0 indicete the wost suitedle way of tackling it

e A M
1 Am-dwz—[ Ya
CORVERSAT OHA WITH JL‘ JISH SCHOLARS AND THEOLOGIANS
I u’é
f 1st of Nareh 1963 ) |
(Summary of +the mein idees)

Pirgt of 211 it will be useful if I m=ke two rather fundszmenial rTeunrks

L. In the themes suggested for this conversation we Tind one gr:.
on risjurring again and agein: Namely, is the_Council going to wnder bn-

ke taiga

ﬂ

1 that. Here I must stat> eefogoricslly: d&dﬂ~;
a) I o not euthorized to speak officislly in the teme of thse

Counecil, and

3) ¥ ara thorefore gpesk only of whet, in my opinion, could de
elfceclied, indeced should be effecicd, by the Council, accor-
fing o my opinion; -- youa will peﬁait.ﬁe repeat tho phrase!

ZJow gct, on the one hand, the Couneil togeiher wivh vhe Pope et its
haead repru,unuu the suprene authority o the Caurch, is vherciore go-
vorceliine How free discussion reignm at the council. And so in sﬁrictl}
oijeetive torms we caunot foresee whet will be its finel decisions.

Oa Lo otier nend, I can assure all of you present 2t this gntimaﬁd
c@nv;?sation tazt for my pert the Secretariat under my direction has.
vasiod itself with the problem of anti-Scmivem. Let me useé even more '
“rlrige terms, the Secreteriat hes busied itself with the reletionship
V0 Jufalon end Christihnluy.:uolid hope subsists,_therelore, that de=-
2inibive decisions will be fornulaied; a2s I made clear during my in=-
sorviow with 3he Jewigh Chroniecle last August.

-

. It will be useful also_to sikiiteh as briefly asg possiltle whe

.LI

zo tnat the terget which you, scholuys and theologiane, hav: zined at

© will be sttzined. I refer to the way of dcaling with T - accusation

sm " g cﬁe Jewish'people. Let us éxpress this in ound terms: the

R h‘-—,'_.J "

a7 cccused of being guildy ¢ deleide znd on them ig supposged




A Zizes unﬂ ecgeatial nesas S0 V2 uvsed is $o point ouvs thaes

=

Ve Locoxlling v0 the Gogpels only uhe lcaders of the Jeo sh people

-~

iz Jozuzalon (end éven not oll of them as one text of Tule concerning

Jo;p;u ¢Z Srminaciea tells ug) and -only & very smali portion of the

:

Jouls i Jerugalen partieipated in the dezth-sentonece on Josus. Talg

is 11 %he more pertinent when applied to the m>c: of Jews who lived

ciner xn Polestine or in-the Dia apo“a-“* that tiae cad who had no-
Galing wnavgover $0 do atb all wlth the condemnzbticn, - Thie proseni=doy
vewigh peonle arc even lesgs opén than eny others to any zeeusciion

of poriieipaiion in this matter.

2y Frox this we se¢ clearly our sasver 4o the agscriion that a .

vt lies on the Jowish péople es a viole and ag a sort of punish-

mers Zow e cmecution of Jesus.e How could susii o curse pursue thig [

peowie whon Jesus Himseld prayed for ’uuﬂﬁ lecierg who wore immedia-
teiy wssoclated in His execution: "Father, he proyed, forgive them for
vagy iuow not whet they do¥, Faul -- oven Paul! -- followed his Ia=

cue?s ocxample and rejeeted es 2 shcir blasphemy the idea that God re-

Jueved His people. He gives the reacon foir hig gtztement: "Hes God

¢igovnad his people? No! God has no% Gisowned Hig people vinich from
the first ile recognized as His. God does not repent of the §¢fta He
vz or of the ea 0lls He mekes®, There can be no tellk thorefors of a

Civi..e Pejo2 ion or of a divine curse on the (Jewish poople.
[ by
¢) Bu% then, onc will object, what aboub the phrase in the Gospel

cecount: "Hig blood bs upon us and vpoxn our anlG““A", end what about

-

e Gispergion of Igrael all cver ithe world? Ii musi b2 stated thet the

-

«:r of God ig vest enough tc encompaiss such an uncomprehending cry

o

ssautmesd undcer sueh @iffieult circumstences. Desides, how con one say |

- tLis occasion the envire Jewish populace spoke? Only those who

u-....u il u.u.a

$ioxag hnaueiau;ﬁ directly with the affair and wao clearly asgsociated

kPt

regponsibility for the aehhnsentence wblcn Pilate refuscd

.‘ﬁo ghoulder by his symbolical washing of hands. Agein, we sece thatl ?he-
‘wa ~ovihe no question of invelving tha chisn peopln in this mattzr.

T T g r—r—— e g, b
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L0 Cegtruation of Isracl had begun wany centuries before the
Avc . o CrxiiGe A sludler Tate overtoolk meny othor ancient peoplese
¢ gewish case sorextraorﬂinary ig that thig peoplc held
i wnll nedntiined their identitiy after-aélﬁany hundredgs of ycor
nowen wout their digpercion. Let ne sayz.this ubgtential perseveran-—
as off tke Jeuish people stands out in hunsa higiory as an cxirzordi-
nery w..ct and o8 a nycierious phenoméncie we cennot fully penetrate
el 2yETerye IR part we can_ undersitend it from history: this Aisper-
cicn ¢ The Jowa hed ag ef fec the bringing of ilonothoicn w0 mony peo=

i - -~ S odala e " = . . "‘Jg,'\‘ w
Sl eaf; with thig lionotheign, vhe 0ld Tegtament; and i7% Cnblaa To™

voLEsiTor of tho [ fatherly rL*elat;on of God %o Hig hwaen childron. As
Parl gayss "the Jewg haq the words of God entrustaed U0 thea's And the
tragie digpirgion of whe Jdéwigh people, apext from~waat ids ca uses

mpy hew: bdec, . was one means in the kaad of God whereby +whe ravelatiOn
of the 01d Teotoment wes made Lmown to oyher men end waereby some of o

“he aing vhic: God had inamekinz ?.e ‘efelauzon, vere achieved.
- 1 : -

-

Plea:zs nove éerefullyl o exrec not couch1n~ upon the problem oI
the ro.ongibility of shose Jewiah lezders who were imucdiately asso-
cloged with whe passing of the death-gentence on Jdesuge wicn Christ
proyed Zor vheir forglveness on the ground heﬁ ﬁhey.knew not whet

- they @id, it is obvious that he wag think ing ol gons gullt on wheir

. porte O%hcrvisa he would have no ground for demending ﬁheir pardon.
Pus Le icaeli:iiely subjoined the ground for forgivenoss, nc.iely vhelr

L] o

not nuooriag vhaed they were doing. Peder _nd Paul cnd Christ's other

eposiis and Gigeiples dealt in the ccie way Wiuﬂ wie matter. TFor

4 Lo G ?heir zudiences in Jeruselea (composed of both leeders
e nedyte)s wo know that you woy2d without® "en1141ng vihaiv you were
Guin . Jals lack of realization eoneerns tho ;szﬁgrss into viaich

: Zaallerg Teal “na for many reasons. faa 1l pervliculer vas the

sonwing of Lo «fair on the national yusblen pozed by Roman Occupe=

wion of the diui.lh tarr1uory. The lack of rezslization is also and

chiafly xrelate: S0 the lack of undersianding of the cleiam of Jesus




-— 4'.-
ST AR o il Son of Gode Suid let us not comaony on %licse pointss

Cuwiher erdlenztion would dake us oo far afield,

Lir.eonclusion would tncvezorc bo ag followg: from_viiet we hava

id, i% I3 gufficiontly cloaz how uajust 4t ia o neousa jho Jovigh

!
ri

e b

pesoie o sunh of having reatered ghohselves - cudlsy of Celeide and
il Ynels ddsporeion emong ell pooples is in eloso councxilon wi*h
Jiecurs.. Wie woys in vhien this accusation can bLe rebuited are, ag

dove suid, nenifold. It is thereiore neliner cccossary nor wise

b

—-= o tn angwer gosingt this aceusation —— G0 attack cither the claim

0 22 divine which Jesus mage or the credibility of +the Cospels. In

4

=C d4oing -ong eomes into headlon colligion with what Christians beli-

»

mie One mugd treat the convictions eind veliefs of his fellow men
vita penpccd ead veneration. To cet ovherwise wouid oaly wilen the
Wi} betwsea ug and, besides, 1t would give the impréssion that the
wocteatsons ageinst Jews were uel1ﬁhounded siance the iectruction of
thacal aacvy ':tlons could cnly be effected th:cudn a donial of fao
ek suend es undeniedle for the belief of o charisvian. Iven there
wiiora the Gospela Yalk of the poriic iodtion of %hc leaderz cf the | _
y 0 (those, thet ia 0 say, wno really peviicipated in the affair),
o CGospols oanly do so o bring‘ouﬁ “he innocence of _Jdesus and there-

‘.7 5o uadcrline the truth of His mission and His teaching.

' Y.

1, ‘. W0 condemn sing sgeingt truth eal clarify the position of
K 2 church,'cen the Ecunenical Council isguc an uneguivocol declere-

wn5a that stetencnts atiriuviting collective guilt %o the Jewish people
 for the Crueifiecion of Jesus are contrary o Catholic teeching? Can
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~dd to conversation with Jewish Scnolars -- page 9a .

The Chair on M"Religious and racial inter-zroup relations®

S.Z0wiG by the Americen Jewish Committee (under the dirsction of

1]

L
o)
1,

zusor dlinsberg) and tiie Cheir of Social ketnodology, endowed
by Cardinal Cushing (under direction ofProfessor lorlion, President

of the University of Social Studies) are a basis for furthsr develonaents.

-3

hcy ire sponsored by the American Pro Deo Council and cre to be
izplenented Dy speclal departments of Judiac stuGies, inter-Christian
«nd world religion;studies. ihen finally coorainated in an inter-
relizious center for civic coopsration at the international Pro Deo
University of Rome and strengthened by researci of inter-religious
coxxiitteds for civic cooperation of the American Council they can
furnisa the necessary textbooks and othmer publications and educate
the necessary épecialists for the long range work of over=-coiming

rejudice and misunGerstandingse. This will certainly be welcomed

oy courch autnoritiess _ ' |
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[end]
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| . Concerning 4: Now I cbmn to the last point. About a year ago
during a presse-conference of mine at Munich I etated that the
Council would, if ponaible; find concrete formulas in order to
realize the many appeals issued by at least the last two iope-
that all men of good will should unite in order to tackle togethe
er the solution of the painfully big problems that loom on the
huran hofizon. Such a realization of our human relationships
underlinees the fact that we are together es men 1{in -omewhaf the
same manner and epirit as we have heard described at the Agape
mqeqing; that {8 to say-as in ghs Civic Unity in freedom under
God. The desire to participate in such encounters and collaborae-
tion represents a real feadd of foday felt deeply by many.

« 1 We must hope and search so that gradually we find the core
rettipath to tread in this mattar -= although it {s not easy to
‘#indiit. On the other hand, one should mot wait until Church
authorities found and undertake the diraction of such an initi-
ative. Catholiec Universitiecs, (I am thinking, for example, of
the Catholic University of Washington), are not founded necessari-
ly.by the Holy See but by thomecimmedliately and locally interested
in,such projecfl. Studies such as those which have been proposed
here will only coms as ths result Bt long and friendly collabora-

tion,

. - The Chair on "Religious and raecial inter-group relations™
endowed by the American Jewish Committee (under the direction of
Professor Klineberg) and the Chair of Social Methodology, en-
dowed by Cardinal Cushing (under direction of Professor Morlion,
Presigant of the Univura;;y of Social Studies) are a basis for—

\ -/

further developments. They are sponsored by the American Pro

A il
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Council and are to bs implemanted by q_mhl studies of inter-
group and inter-religious relations and world religions studies.
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24. Januar 1564

Herrn
Prof. Abr. J. Heschel
3080 Broadway
N.E.Cor.Broadway and 122n4 Street
New York 27/ N.Y.
U. S« A.

Sehr verehrter Herr Frofessor!

Erst heute ist es mir mdglich auf iiren Brief vom 22.
November eine kurze Antwort zu geben. Sie werden verstehen, daB
es in den Tagen der Diskussion der 3chemata uber den Okumenis-
mus nicht moglich war, mich anderen Arbeiten zu widmen und daB
sich such wiéhrend der Xonzilszeit eine solche lenge von Korres-
pondenz angesammelt hatte, daf ich viele Wochen brauche, um sie
neben der anderen Arbeit her zu erledigen.

Nun zu lhren Ausfihrungen. lchgestehe, dad ich nicht recht
einsehe, wie man sich an den Worten:"et-si-puli electi magna pars'
usw. stossen kann. Diese Worte sollen ja nichts anderes bedeuten,
als daB sie zeigen, dal man aus dieser Tatsache -und eine Tat-
sache ist es doch~ nicht schlielen kann, dad das jlidische ¥Volk
von Gott Maledictus sei. Wenn wir im Dialog mit den Protestanten
sind, dann wird kein Protestant es iibel nehmen, wenn wir ihm sa-
gen, daB die Protestanten nicht zur katholischen Kirche gehodren,
gemeint der romisch-katholischen. Ebenso wenig kenn man es uns
iibel nehmen wenn wir sagen, dafl das jlidische Volk bis jetzt in
seiner groBen Mehrheit nicht sich Christus zugewandt habe.

Auch die Worte "non a toto popolo" konnen m.E. nicht mig-
verstanden werden; denn man wirft dem judischen Volk vor, das
Volk als solches sei schuld am Kreuzestod Jesu. Wenn man also dan
darauf sagt, daB nicht das ganze Volk daran schuld ist, so ist
wiederum nicht eingeschlos-sen, daB die Majoritgt des jid.Volkes
daran schuld gewesen sei .

Mir scheint alsc, sehr verehrter Herr Professor, Sie le-
geén in die Worte mehr hinein, als Aanit gemeint ist und suchen,
oder halten wenigstens fiir mdglich eine Deutung, die fur das ju-
discne Volk anstoB8ig sein kdnnte. lch denke doch, 3ai die blole
Tatsache, dal unser Sekretariat diesen Entwurf iliberhaupt vorlegt,
zur Geniige zeigt, daB er aus Wohlwolien und Liebe hervorgegangen
ist, daB also jede lfiBdeutung, die eine andere Gesinnung voraus-
setzt,nicht am Platze ist. Ich werde aber lhre Ausfilhrungen dem
Plenum unseres Sekresariats vorlegen und sein Urteil dafur entge-
gen nehmen. b.w.



Der Entwurf hat sicher noch nicht seine letzte Form er-
reicnt, in der er 1n der néchsten Konzilsperiode den Kon-
zilsvidtern vorgelegt werden wird.

iit dem besten Dank fiur lhre Ausfihrungen und den
besten Winschen Tir lhre Arbeiten, bin ich mit vielen Griien

Inr senr ergepener

Pl ﬁﬁ’ x,f o{//ﬂ A
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(TRANSLATED FROM GERMAN) %Uanuary 24, 1964

Professor Abraham J. Heschel
3080 Broadway :

N.E. Corner Broadway & 122nd St.
New York 27, N. Y. :

Dear Professor Heschel:

Only today am I able to answer briefly your letter of
November 22. You will understand that during the days when
the schema on ecumenism was being discussed I could not de-
vote myself to other tasks, and also that during the Council
session so much correspondence accumulated that it will take me
many weeks to take care of it alongside my other work.

Now as to your observations: I must confess that I don't
quite seechow anyome could take exception to the words "etsi
populi electi magna pars ..."! After all, these words serve
no purpose but to show that from this fact--and a fact jt is--
we cannot conclude the Jewish people to be "maledictus'< of God.
When we engage in a dialogue with the Protestants, no Protestant
will object to our saying that the Protestants do not belong to
the Catholic (meaning the Roman Catholic) Church. Byythe same
token, no one can object to our saying that up to now the bulk
of the Jewish people has not turned to Christ.

Again, the words 'mon a toto populo"3 cannot be misunderstood,
in my opinion; for the Jewish people as such have been charged
with the guilt of the Crucifixion of Jesus. Thus, when we reply
that the people as a whole are not guilty, this,K does not imply
that a majority of the Jewish people were guilty.

Thus it seems to me, dear Professor Heschel, that you are
reading more into the words than they mean, and that you are
looking for an interpretation which might be offensive to the
Jewish people, or at least think such an interpretation possible.
I believe the mere fact of the Secretariat's submitting this
schema shows it to have grown from good will and love, so that
any misinterpretation presupposing any other attitude is in-
opportune. I will, however, submit your observations to our
Secretariat in plenary session, and obtain its judgment. No
doubt the schema has not yet reached the final form in which it
will be submitted to the Council Fathers at the next session.

1. i.e. "even though a 1arge part of the chosen people - (G S.)
2. "accursed“ (G.S.) _ _ SRR
3. "not by the whole people." (G S. )
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| Thanking ybu for your observations and with best wishes
for your work, I am,

Cordially yours,

(signed) Aug.Card.Bea



T &

- o 2
s’ -i"‘ﬁ =

NORUM UNITATEM\FO _ENDA.M AR )
\ J . Roma 2L February, 1964

Via dei Corridori 64

Prot: f Abb8 /6L

Professor Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,

The Jewish Theological Seminary of America,
Northwest Corner, Brcadway and 122nd Street,
New York, New York 10027 USA

Dear Rabbi Heschel:

His Eminence Cardinal Bea has asked me to express
his appreciation for yours of 29 January.

This evening the Secretariat commences a two-week
plenary session with all of the bishop-members.

We are evaluating the "interventiones" of the
Council Fathers, in erder to re-draft the Ecumenism
schema, We want to asgure you that we shall

give serious consideration to your remarks, con-
cerning certain phrases in the chapter on Catholic-
Jewish relationships,

With profound esteem and the assurance 61‘ our
kindest regards,

Yairs-sincerely, 'S

+G. M, Willebrands,
The Secretary

Pras
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COPY
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations
165 EAST 56TH STREET  NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

PARIS OFFICE
30, rue la Boétie
Paris YHI

March 9, 1964

MEHORARDUR

To:  New York Office
From: 2Zachariah Shuster
- Subj: Ecumenical Council

On my last visit to Rome last week I found a strong breezc of optimism
with regard to the status of Chapters IV and V of the schema on Bcumenisn
dealing with the attitude of the Catholic Church toward Jews and reli-
gious liberty.

According to most reliable information I was able tc otain, these tw:
chapters are definitely scheduled to be pregsented to the third sessicn
of the Becumenical Council, beginning on September 14. I was toléd that
i{nstructions tc this effect werz given by Paul VI.

The Secretariat on Christian Unity, under the presidency of Cardinal Dee,
vhich met for two weeks and concluded its sessions on ¥Friday, March C,
examined fn detail the texnts of both chapters on the basis of the su gos~
tions and emendatioms submitted by bishops from all over the world sivuc
the termination of Che second session and at the request of the leador-
ship of the Counci{l. I was informed that the $ecrotariat has decided 4
iacave the substantive part of Chapter 1V intact. Ioweveyr, the fntroduciizs
wiaich deals with the theological reasomns for this declaration was found
iradequate agnd, therefore, this part of the declaration might Ue all cr
pertially eliminated or altered; but 1 was assurad that the declaraticn.
would rotain the spirit and determinatioun of the text progosed.

When I ingquired as to what was done adout the two tassages in the propos=
ed declaration which had been objected to by Prof. Haeschel in his demarchc
with Cardinal Bea and Msgr. Willebrands during his last visit to Rome, I
was informed that it was found difficult at the present stage to make tac
requasted alterations; but it was felt by the Secrctariat that if zesd in
the context of the declaration these passages should not five cause to

any apprehension on the part of Jews.



Another change that will likely take place with regard tc Chapter IV
{s that instead of being described as a ‘chapter” it will form an
appendix to the schems on Ecumenism. This will probtably be to meet
the objectfon that ecumenism is primarily intended tc create new rela-
tione between Christian religions and not with others.

it is also possible that at the end of Chapter IV cne or two paragraphs
will de devoted to the Islamic religion. This too is probably intended
to meet the objection that was raised during the second session: that

Islam as a monotheistic religion ought to be referred to in a schema on
ecumenign 4f it deals with any other non-Christian group.

~ Some of my sources who had been deeply dapruud at the end of the se-

cond session and who are dealing directly with this matter, have now as-
sured me that they look hopefully to the third session. My own guesa
for the reason of this change is that the Vatican and the Pope himself
have realized that the Church {2 not in a position to go back on the
proposed declaration, which is now an official ccuncil document along
with Chapter V, and thus disillusion public opinion throughout the
world which saw in these two chapters the most significant signs of a
renml of the Church and ecmniu in the largest sense of the term.

1 have reason to believe that the demarches made by the Cardinals of

the U.8. due to our intervention as well as the approaches by the lea-
dership of the Alliance to major ecclesiastic personalities of the Church
in Prance have helped in bringing about this change of climate in Rome.

I am also informed by Mr. Max Gottschalk of Brussels that due tc his in-
tervention the leadership of the Church in Belgium has taken appropriate
action, However, I was told by my sources in Rome that the Vatican {s
impressed by the forces of public opinion behind the declaration cu reli-
glous liberty, but there might be needed more such pressurc with regard
to Chapter IV and the Jews. It was suggested that scme gtatements or
editorials im prominent publications at the appropriate time om the
subject of the declaration might be helpful in convincing the Vati.can that
the sane attitude exists concerning this issue.

Ancther indication of the change in al:tt:ude is the forthcoming address of
Cardinal Bea at a public ceremony closing. the exhibit cn Momumenta Judaic
in Cologne, which will take place on Sunday, March 15. The Cardinal is
going there with Msgr. Willebrands, the Secretary of thc Secretariat on
Christian Unity; and there were raeports in Rome that Cardinal Koenig of
Vienna and other high Church dignitaries from Germany and Austria might
be present. I was tcld that Cardinal Bea saw the Fope on the subject of
his address, and received gdvice from the Pope as to the message he is to
deliver at l:htl event.

1 am planning to go to Cologne to attend this ceremony, and will commni-
cate wvith you immediately afterwards.

Dr. Slawscn
cc: Dr. Segal, Mr. m:ia£Mbt" Tanenbaum



Why is so much attention paid to what Vatican II is going

to say about the Jews? Are we Jews in need of recognition? God
Q

Himself has recognized us as Héms people. Are we in need of a
"Chapter" acknowledging our right to exist as Jews? Nearly every
chapter in the Bible expresses the promise of God's fidelity to
His _
thds covenant with our people.

It is not gratitude that we ask for; it is the cure of a

disease affecting so many minds that we pray for. As a Jew it is

- wm
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my profound concefn that those who worship God ;nd the institutions
dedicated‘to His service sh0ulﬁ be free of contempt for, and hostility,
to any individual or group of human beings, regardless of race,
color and religion. To be sgre, Fhe Jewish people is the father
and mother of the very being of Christianity. The children, how-
ever, did not '"rise up and call her blessed" (Proverbs 31:28);
instead, they called the mother "blind", "cursed", "a deicide
people'. Many Christian spokesmen act and speak as if they did

not know what is.said in the Ten Commandments: "Honor your father
and your mother"; others act and speak as if they suffered from a
spiritual Oedipus complex.

r;t.oph
Our Life throughout the ages was heset=wiETh-SItitcwitaat,

exposed to libels, persecutions, pogroms, the In&uisition and the
Nazi extermination camps,.yet we have kept faith with the Qod'of
Abraham. The certainty that being a Jew is of both eternal and

immediate sigﬁificance is our daily bread. We continue to stand

at Sinai even in the sight of Dachau. We are God's stake in human

history. His blessing is our destinyg To ‘L- 6 a ¢ Le/ﬁ’azt_bl?
| <

’T': nl( " 2 11
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In our own days;the darkness, the disaster that have come
I \\_ﬂ"""‘ <
upon our people with the extermination of six million pesple,
compels all of us to ponder the prophet's question§: "Watchman,
what of the night?"

This is a generation of dismay. There has never been so

much guilt and distress, agony and terror. Man's right to pray, "ﬂ'\ﬂm’ﬁ ‘Yl"jlvz.

to believe in God, the Father of all men, may have been destroyed

' nillex's |

in Auschwitz. In &ke holocaust we-lhave wdsscccgd in which only
millions have been slaughtered, hundreds of millions were spiritually
involved. Men of faith all over the world are called to make an
agonizing reappraisal. We have also learned the evil power of evil

" words. What begins as a canard ends as a catastrophy.

It is a source of anguish to many Catholics that, to quote
Father Robert W. Gleason, S.J., "some Christians made unholy use of
the New Testament to teach a doctrine of contempt for the Jews'.
Yet, Father Gleason maintains, '"the Christian who accepts such
contempt was no longer a Christian...The man who believgs that the "%

Jewish people is worthy of contempt, let alone of persecution, is
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" not only a criminal; he is an apostate from the Christian faith:
such a viewpoint is apostasy from before the face of the most high
God."

AsI{t was stated by Cardinal Bea on the floor of the Council,
the Nazi holocaust "would have been almost impossible if some of
the claims of the Nazi propoganda did not have an unfortunate effect
even on faithful "Catholics, the mpre so since the arguments advanced
by that propaganda often enough...were drawn from the New Testament
and from the history of the Church. Thus, since the Church in this

Council is striving to renew itself, as John XXIII of venerable
memory said, it seems imperative to take up this question...It is a

.quest§on of rooting out from the minds of Catholics any idea which
remain fixed there through the influence of that propaganda.”’ (Xavier

Rynne, p. 220f).

It is, indeed, one of the peculiar features of human existence
that the past does not altogether vanish, that events gone by may
hold us in their spell to this very day. The power of that infinite

Nazi crime, its propaganda and "final solution of the Jewish problem"

is not easily liquidated. It would be a dreadful mistake not to see



the past in the present tense.




. When the announcement was made to the Council on November 19,
1963 Fhat Cardinal Bea would introduce Chapter IV of the schema
on ecumeniém on the "Attitude of Catholigs toward non-Christians,
pargicularly toward the Jews' and Bi;ﬁﬂp'ﬁe Smedt Chapter V on
"Religious Piberty",.the"news was greefed with tremendous applause.
In the opinion of some observers there was nntﬁing quite like the
quntaneo,us_response on this occasion. Nothing the Council had
discussed éo far generated so much warmth of feeling. This was
intérpreted both as ; tribute to the speakers, personally, Cardinal
Bea in.particular, for the tireless activity he had- displayed during

recent years in promoting the cause of unity and as an expression .

of approval for the general ideas contained in the document’' (Xavier

Rynne, The Second Session, Farrar, Straus and Company, New York,

1964, pp.217 ££f.)
_ In introducing the document Cardinal Bea stated:

The schema "On Jews," now up for examination, was begumn
about two years ago and in substance it was finished in

May of last year. This year, with the approval of the

Council Coordinating Committee, it was placed in the
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schema "On Ecumenism."

The Secretariat to which the care of.proéoting
Christian Unitylisééiven undertook the question treating
the Jews not on its own initiative, but by reason of the
express command of:the Supreme Pontiff, Pope John XXIII
of happy memory. This was given verbally to the
President of the Secretariat.

In December of last year, I set out in writing for
the Supreme Pontiff, Pope John XXIII of happy memory, a
discussion of this whole question "Regarding the Jews."
After a few days the Holy Father indicated to me his full
approval.

The Supreme Pontiff himself did indeed write in
this way scarcelry five moﬁths before his holy death. .
Certainly, I am not saying that the question which we are
treating was settled gy these wofds of his; for he wanted
the Council to be free, just as his Successor also ﬁn—
"questionably wishe§ it. I think, h&wever, that these
words of his are dear to all the Most Eminent and Most

Excellent Fathers, and that at the same time, they throw

light on how to follow the Lord Christ.

WS D05 B0 2 NRkE. Q0. the f100L Oi—tiverCouneii—difirre=spesidioally
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A communique on the text, released to the press, received
widespread approval among Jewish communities everywhere and made

prominent headlines around the world. Exéept for a few words,

troublesome to the Jewish conecience, it represented a

momentous declaration and was hailed as an event of historic
importance. Yet, it was not put to a vote on the floor of

the Council. What specifically

-

irked many bishops and observers at the time was that no assurance
was givenm that it would be taken up again as part of the agenda at
the Third Sessiom.

On December 2 on the closing day of the second seasfcm
Cardinal Bea in summing up the impressions of the Fathers sai:i that
it was regretted by many that there had not been time to discuss
the ,cunt'to‘veraial chapters of cI:e schema dealing with the Jews

and Religious Liberty, but the ancient saying applied:'What is

put off is not put away".



the past in the preseny tense.

According to reliable reports, the original document has been rewrittien.

The new version, published in the Herald Tribune on Sepiember 3 and reprinted

in the New York Times on September 4, has evoked a sense of dismay.



The most significant fact about the structure and content
of the new version in comparison with the original document as
submitted to the second session is this: one has the impression
that a conservative mentélity took the original text of the original

document and deliberately turned it upside down and inside out.

The center of emphasis in the new vergion is on the conversion of

the Jews; in the‘original document the center of emphasis is on

the explicite condemnation of antisemitism and on the correction

of the unholy abuse of Christian teachings. Employing practically

tgé saﬁe elements as the original document, the mew version reéffirms,
with a'few nuances, the conservative thesis regarding the Jews.

This md} not be noticable on first reading, but comes out strikingly

in a comparison of detail. .
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SOCIAL RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

The orig%zfl document begins with a statement which explains
the reasons for submitting the declaration to the Council. It says
that after héving "treateg of the principles of Catholic ecugenism,
we are unwilling to pass over in silence that these same (principles)"
must be applied 'when it is a question of having a déalogue a&d
cooperation with non-Christian people who howevgr revere God or
due at least to the influence of a good will strive according to
their conscience to preserve (in_practice) the moral law which is
innate to man's nature. This is first and foremost true when it
is a question of the Jews, Pecause between the Jews and the Church
there exists a special bond".

This entire introduction wi?h its significant emphasis omn
"dialogue and cooperation' and on the ''special bond" "between the

S TTAGL ) Ve aith.
Jews and the Church" is omittedk. This omission is consistent with

the spirit of the entire document which refuses to acknowledge that

Christians and Jews edmbmsbay have anything in common.

Speaking of social relations with the Jews, the original
e ey
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document recommends as the present draft does the fostering of

mutual knowledge and esteem by means of theological study and

fraternal discussions 7}(711:: original document gives as the

motive: "since there is such an inheritance (patrimony) common to

_ W\
the Church and the Synagogue" (commune patrimonium) ’ #e new
Ly ——
0 1.()/1) A Ci"acl/m
declaration d motive: "since such is the inheritance
received by the Christians from the Jews" (patrimonium Christiani s
) A.

Ths o LaTe \‘Mk(/a.z:ﬂu >Liny W"*‘“L‘"‘{‘? T
ex Yudais). In other words, tgdeshs a reaffirmation of the com- 4(
plete transfer to and acquisition by the Church of all the gifts

By imp e oK aon

granted to ancient Israel. ’the Jewish people of the last two
thousand years are disowned of their own heritage.m
Ofiba-Chenslh .
,CN
Most significant is the contrast in these statements between
"the Church and the Synagogue" which is an implied acknowledgement
of the religious dignity of the Jews, or at least "a respect for it,

and the phrase used, "Christians and Jews".



10a

H?ntioﬁing_thé [Moslems, fhé new #ergi&n'properly speaks
with respecﬁ.and.ﬁarﬁth:'~"He'embf§§e_aiéo, and first of gll,l
Ithé hqslemstﬁho worship qne.pefsoﬁal and recOmpensing God
and Who; in rgligiﬁus feeiing és-ﬁﬁfqugh nany chéﬁﬁels of
human cuiture! éamg cl?gér to uéfﬁllﬂb-sﬁch words are said

about the Jewse
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THE DEICIDE ACCUSATION

The original document proclaims that "it would be a wrong
e =
and injustice to call this people a cursed people (populus maledictus)
~..or (to call them) a deicide people (gens deicida) because the
sins of all men...were wiped out by the Passion..." It uses the
operative and pregnant term deicide and rejects both the accusation

as well as the thought of their being a cursed people for not having

accepted the message of the Christian faith. The lengthy pertinent

wm e i -k Q)

O e e e O RS
section is now reduced to one sentence. The new version says

{ —

vaguely: "Let them beware of imputing to the Jews'of our time that
which was perpetrated in the Passion of Christ". It thereby refuses
to pin 499n the essence of Catholic anti-semitism by the use of the
word (deicide) which traditionally connotes this accusation.
The original document denies the accusation of collective
deicide as made against the Jewish msme of past and present time:
“the death of Christ was not brought aboﬁt by all the Jewish people
then living; and much less by the present Jewish population". The g™

e ————

declaration says: "to impute to the Jews of our time that which was
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perpetrated in the Passiom of Christ'. It refuses to abandon the

mt’L/A'C_ o
P . by the Jewish peOple of Mk(#l"f
ML L V-LI Wl Chas>Tls

Shzlatws—btmEFfﬁfﬁﬁ§h~thexr*co%lactlxe_nnllaborat1en—and=pav91capa—*”

accusation—eé

tion—in.his assassination, viz. in deicide.
Omitted are the words from Romans 11:28, quoted in the

original document, that the Jewish people "remains most beloved
m

of God (carissimus) on account of the Fathers Qﬁd the gifts made
to them". (Compare Romans 11:29,"for the gifts and the call of
God are irrevocable'’)

The new versiom begins: "The Church of Christ gladly (libenter)
acknowledges' go back to the ancient Jewish people. The correspond-
ing paragraph of the original document reads: '"'The Church...
acknowledges with gr'al:eful heart (grato anima). To quote a Catholic

poet, "What is gladness without gratitude?"
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The original document reads: "The Church... acknowledges
with a grateful heart" (grato anima). The corresponding
paragraph in the new version states: "The Church ...gladly
(libenter) acknowledges that Christianity hes its origins
in the ancient Jewish people. To guote a Cathelic poet,

"What is gladness witnout gratitude?”
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Conversion - —
tondemns thoae wheo wowld call U J!M!-:
The original document uges—the-bdme-honaned -and,-again—prezmant-
P ——

Zxgm "a cursed people” (maledictus). m;%’luation uses the weaker
term rejection (reprobatum). The essence of the accusation is not there-
fore pinned down.

The original document denies the accusation of b-ﬁg "a cursed people”
a8 a wvrong and an injustice because "It remains most beloved of God." The

newv declaration tells us not "to present the Jewish people as a rejected

nation," because the Church still bopes for their conversion.

The origimal document contains a proclsmation which is both specific

e

and solemn, "Let priests therefore beware lest they say §anything in
ca.téchctica-l instruction or in preaching, which could rouse up hate or
contempt toward the Jews in the hearts of their hearers.” This solemm
proclamation is followed by the statement that the Church does not forget
"that Christ was born from this people, Jesus according to the flesh, |
(and that) the Virgin Mary was borm (from this people) (she who is) the
mother to Christ, (and that) the Apostles were born (from this people)
(they who vere the) foundation and the pillars of the Church."

In sharp contrast, the nev declaration simply says that nothing should
be said or done which "could alienste the minds of from the Jews."
Now, the original document gives as tl:l,ne motive for ite strictures the fact
that the Jews are not deicides or accursed. The new declaration gives as
its motive the hope of Jewish conversion to Catholicism ("therefore").
Hence the connotation of the word 'aliemate' used in the quotation given at

the end of the last paragraph: the Jews can be the objects of hate and
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contempt, but ne one must consider them as complete outcasts -- there
is bope yet that they will convert, and 80 ene must refrain from driving

them out into the cold.
The spirit of the new document is explicitlj"brought to expreasidn

by the insertion of a whole paragraph not contained in the original

”

decument: - _ '  ap—
SRS - i
! a7 s —
"It is alBo worth pgmembertng”that the union of the
Jevish people With the church is a part of the
Christian hope. For the church, according to the
teaching of the Apostle Paul, mxmemkx with unshaken
faith and great desire expects the entrance of the
T people into the fullness of the peeple of God,
established by Christ."
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Since this present draft document calls for "reciprocal
understanding and appreciation, to be attained by theological
study and fraternal discussion,™ between Jews and Catholics,
it must be stated that spiritual fratricide is hardly a means
for the attainment of "fraternal discussion” or "reciprocal

understanding, "
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A message that regards the Jew as a candidate for con-

version and proclaims that the destiny of Judaism is to dis-

~

 appear will be abhorred by the Jews all over the world and

is bound to foster reciprocal distrust as well as bitterness
and resentment.

Throughout the centuries our people have paid such a high
price in suffering and martyrdom for preserving the Covenant
and the legacy of holiness, faith and devotion to the sacred
Jewish tradition. To this day we labor devotedly to educate
our “children in-the ways of the Torah.

As I have ;epeétedly stated to leadiné.personalities of
the Vatican, I am reagy to go to Auschwitz any time, if faced
with the alternative of cénversion or death.

Jews throughout the world will be dismayed by a call from
the Vaticdn to abandon their faith in a generation which
witnessed the massacre of six million Jews and the destruction
of thousands of synagogues on a continent where the dominant
religion was not Islam, Buddhism or Shintoism.

It is noteworthy that the Vatican document on Moharmedans
makes no reference to the expectation of the Church for their
conversion to the Christian faith. Is one to deduce from
tﬁat that Islam offers a mcre acceptable way to salvation
than Judaism?

Our world which is full of cynicism, frustration and
despair, received a flash of inspiration in the ecumenical

work of Pope John XXIII. For a few years all men of good will
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marvelled at the spiritual magnificence which he disclosed,
and were touched by his reverence for the humanity of man.
At a time of decay of conscience, he tried to revive it and
to teach how to respect it. DMutual reverence between
Christians and Jews began to fill the hearts. We ardently
pray that this great blessing may not vanish.

It is our profound hope that during the course of the
forthcoming third session of the Vatican Coﬁncil, the over-
whelming majoriéyxof,the Council FathérS‘who have courageously
expressed their desire to eradicate sources of tension be-
tween Catholics andJéwa,- will have an opportunity to vote on

a statement which will express this sacred aspiration,

Sqpars RaVC Vi MR Lo e e e Ty
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It is important for us to record that the idea of the Ecumenical Council
expressing itself about the Christian roots of anti-Semitism did not originate
with any Jewish orgenization; Jews did not take the initiative. The ides and
th® work on the document were conceived and carried out, according to Cardinal
Bea's declaration on the Council flooyx cited above, '"by reason of the express
command” of Pope JohnXIII of happy memory."

However, once we were approached by the proper suthorities, we considered
it our duty to welcome it, as well as to codperate intellectually in this
important effort; so important for relations betweep Christians and Jews.

We did not regard it as a theological issue, but as an issue that trens-
cends theclogy, a problem that concerns all of us as human beings living in one
world.

The new version is & perversion of the original document, Chapter IV of
| the Scheme on ecumenism. It is not only ineffective but also profoundly injurious.
The omissions, modification and additions are so serious that, if sdopted, the
new document will be interprefited as a solemn disavowal of the ideas contained
in the original Chapter, an affirmation of old prejudices, as well as a repudia-
tion of the desire which, to quote a distinguished American Archbishap,
intended "to right the wrongs of a thousand years."

This is & desecrated world. Mankind lies in agony, helplessly trapped in
mutual fear and suspicion. We can no longer waste time with evasions or reser-
vations. The hour calls for & cry of the heart, repentance, unqualified sensi-

tivity to human suffering.
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InwnancTION

Both Judaism and Christlenity share the prophebs' belief that

-God- chooses agents. thmugh whom His will is made Mnown and v'l!ia

work done throughout history. Both Judaism ard Christianity live
in thé'certainty that mankind is in need of ultlmgte recdemption,
that God 18 involved inlhhﬁah.history, that in felationa between
man. and man bt God is at atake; that the humiliation of innocent
man is a disgrace of God, that the infamy of a wicked act 1s
.‘mfinitely greater than we are able to imagine.

Paopha act as thay please, doing the vile, abusing the weak,
ot realizing that they are fighttng God, hurting the divine, that

,the opprassion of man is a humiliation of God.

He who oppresses & poor man insults his Maker,
He who. is kind to the needy honors Eim.»

| Proverbs 114.:31; see 17:5
The.univérae is dgne; The greater masterpieca still undnne,
still in the process of belng created, is history. For accomplishing

His grand design, God needs the he;';lp of men. Man is and has the
instrument of ‘God which he niay or may not use 1n cons_onaric;e with the
g-and.desiga. Life 18 clay, and x'-.ighte'ou'aness the 'molulddih which
God wants history to be shaped;- But human beings, 1natead of

- fashioning the clay, deform the shape. , - ’

The world is full of 1niquity, of 1n_1ust1ce and idolatry. Py,
e But God naeds

mercy, righteousness; IH_is riaeds canpot be satisfiedhin the temples,

in space, but in history, in time. It 1s within the re&lm of history



Fa Lﬂfvfr\‘r OKI
that man hagf?Od’a mission.

We and the prophets have no langusage in common. Our standerds
seem to differ. To us the moral state of society for &1l its stains
and spots, seems fair and trim, while to the prophet it is dreadful.
So many deeds of charity are done, so much decency disseminates day
and night; to the prophet satiety of the conscience is prudery and
flight from responsibility. Our standards are modest, our sense
of injustice tolerable, timid, our moral 1ndigpation impermanent,
yet human violence 1s interminable, unbearable, permsnent. To us
life is often serene, in the prophet's eye the world reels in con=-
fusion. The prophet makes no concession to man's capacity. Ex-
hibiting little understanding for human weakness, he seems unable
to extenuate the culpability of man. We and the prophets do not
have the same type of sensibility in common.

Who could bear living in a state of disgust day and night?

The conscience bullds 1ts confines, 1t is also subject to fatigue,
longing for some comfort, a lcnging’lulling, soothing. Yet those
who are hurt, and He Who inhabits eternity, neither slumber: nor
aleep.

The prophet 1s sleepless and grave. The frankincense of some
deads of charity fails to fumigate the cruelties. Pomp, the scent
of plety, mixed with ruthlessness, it is all so sickening tojhim who
is sleepless and gravee.

Perhaps the prophst knew more about the secret obscenity of
sheer unfairmess, about the unnoticed malignancy of established



-patte:nﬁ of indifferenca,lﬁhan most of us care to knou,laiknoéledge
which he, does not ascribe to hia-ggg intelligence or pnweﬁ of'phagrva-
.tion. , j%? | o

‘The -st111 small volce of the oppressed end of the call to sense
and to worship Him Who can never be seen i1s usually anpﬁﬁéaaed. But
the prophet's ear ﬁérceivas the silent sigh.

The prophet's ear 1sldifected to God, his soul is ovéfwh&lmed
by His word. Yet the proﬁhet'a eﬁa-ié diraétéd sl nimisn scene;
soclety and 1ta conduct are the main theme of his speeches. He is '
"an assayer and teater“ of the paopla's waya (Jbramiah 6:27). This
is the outstanding characteriatic of the Prophata- 'openness to the
historic situation, to the divine call end its qemsinds, In their
eyes the human situation may be & divine emergency.

It 13 such a aituation that we face today when the survival
of mankind, including 1ts sacred legacy, is in balance. One wave
of hatred, prejudice or contempt may bpgin'in fts wake the destruc-
tion of 41 mankind. Viclous deeds are but en aftermath oé what 1is
conceived in the hearts and minds of man. It is rfom'tha;inner 11fe
of men and from the articulation of evil thoughts that avil actions
teke their rise. It is therefore of extreme impbrtance tﬁat ﬁhe
sinfulnesa of thoughts of auapicion and hatred and particularly -the
sinfulnesa of any contemptunus utterance, however flippantly it is
meant, §a made clear to all mankind. This implies in pa?tiqular to
au@h thpughts qnd.qtterancas about individuals or groups 6f other
religions, racéafﬁné hatibna.,-gpeech has power and few men realize

that words do not fade. Hﬁat starts out as a sound ends in a deede

-30-



The fullowing series of Propoaala is drawn. up in a sincera desire

to see the development of mutually fruitful relations between the
Clvery 9
Roman Catholichand the Jewish commmlty in the modern world.

' We are deeply conscious of your great dedicatinn to the study

6,
and exegiais of the Hebrew Bible and your deciaive contribution in

1

fostering and strengthening the biblical ra'qival in the cg;_thonc

| Church as well as of the fact that you were celled by His.'?..‘;Holi_ness.
John XXIII, to pmmofe fruitful relations between Roman Catholicism
| and other bodies of believara in the modern imriii. The u‘iést gracious
| \way in which you received us at the end of November 1961 haa been to
us a source of great joy and encouragement. 4 _

The American Jewish Committee recognizes thai: the Roma Catholic
Church‘repraaenta a rock of aolildarity. belief,: and mﬁral_i_-ty in the
world of today where so many valug-h in the moral, ethical and re-
'iigioua ‘spheres have foundered and are '.'m & process of. dédl'ay'.

The American Jewish Commi ttee submits the Proposals not pri-
marily in view of the fortheomihg_ VYatican Ecumenical COm:l_jci]_..."but
chi"éﬁy-' with a view to énéblé;ﬁéliavera on Jewish and C"atﬁblié sides
‘to use their strength %o yesist the on'z’alau@at and corrosion of
ant:l.'-religi;oua and enti-humen ideas end forees in the world today.
The American _J'ewié;ﬁ 'icr'é;nmittee ‘18 conscious that the 00@0%1. as such,
is an inner affair of 'the "Bom.an.Catholic Church., bt re.speqt.a-, of
éoursa. its integrity and right to 1imit its discussions and activi-
tles to those matters which i1t considers to .be; of concern -jfor the

\Inner order and govarnmeni: of the Church.)| At theé same time, end
in spite of the fact that the Proposals are not primarily intended
for the Vatican Council II, it is thought and hoped that some

elements in this Memorandum may eventually bear consideration &

i



the Council.

The Americen Jewish Cormittee 1s conscious that the formularies
used in the subsequent Proposals may need further amplification
and development @s regards the detailed execution of what ever is

decided upon, and it is re&dy to supply this need according to

necessity.



' FIRST PROPOSAL

No human being has & right to declare ahy grbup of men to be

evil. In other words: contemptuous utterances or expressions of

pre judice which malign a human being are sinful. we-thergfbre

propose that an official declaration by the Vatican Council be made

which would be binding for Catholics and éonsidbr&direéadﬁgbly moral

obligationa by all men of " gpod will, atating.

1o

2e

- 3e

COndamnatlon of the peraacution or any man or group

of men on account of the faith they hold or ‘the race to
which they belong by birth or by chnice.‘ '
Atfirmatlan that thoaa, Hho hold a faith other than

the faith held by the_Roman Catholic Chnrgh; ara_to

be respected for their views and fpeated'éafpaople who

are as bona fide as Roman Catholice are in-thaif par-

‘ticular faith.

Statement that, while all believers 1n truth wish all
men to arrive at the totd truth, and when occaaion
preaents {tself are willing to explain thair visws,

the dogmatic foundations in Catholic han'éf.'ifor the
Justification of a missionary effort must be set rorth
in a clear light in such a way that it leaves the Roman
Catholic belief of its Uny?ueness intact and at the
same time prbvidea a protection for those whm do not
want to undergo the worry of belng‘approachéd by the

———

missionary spirit.

b
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The integrity and permanent preciousness of the
gurvival of Judaism be recognized. Aéape implies

that Jews be accepted as Jews rather than as candidates
for conversion.

In view of the past historical events ehich brougat
great sacrifice and suffering to Jews on account of
their faith as Jews ancd their race, and particularly

in view of the fact that enti~Senitism has in ocur time
resulted in the greatest orime committed in the history
of mankind, we consider it a matter of extreme importance
that a strong decleration be issued by the Council
streseing the grave nature of the sin of &anti-sSemitism,
Anti-Semitism, one of the most grave end historically
important sins of prejudice and contempt, is income
patible with Catholicism end in generzl with all

morality.



SECOND PROPOSAL

The Biblical imperative includes more then the exsrcise of
Justice. More than doing, it asks for love; deeper than justice,
i1t refers to good and evil. "Seek good &nd not evil...Hate evil
and love good and establish justice in the gate™ (Amos S:llia.l5a).
"It has been told you, 0 man, what is good, and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to_love kindness (hesed),

and to walk humbly with your God" (Micah 6:8) __ Going justice as
well as loving kindness. The prophets tried to exeite fervor, to

make hesed an object of love,

What the Lord requires of man is more than doing one's task,
fulfilling one's duty. To love implies an insstiable thirst, a
passionate craving. To love means to transfer the center of one's
inner life from the ego to the object of one's lovs.

However, we do not love him who is unknown. Knowledge and

charity are interrelated.

Ignorance breed suspicion, Just as false knowledge generates
distortions. In our age, only very few Catholic priests and laymen
possess any information about Jewish 1life and the spiritusl and moral
dimension of Jewish existence in the last two thousand years, It
would be very important to proclaim in a conciliar statement the
need on the part of Catholics to seek mutual understanding of Jews
and their megnificent tradition.

The chief lack in JewisheChristisn relations may be described
as one of initial clarification of mutual standpoints and of an
official arena in which the entire problem in its ulterior develop-

mentsa can be aired, discussed and dealt with in love and dignity.
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It could become a source of great blessing if an avene or forum
be established with the blessing and aprroval of the Church in which
knowledge about Jewish tradition would be made available to Catholle
priests and theologilens. tith such a forum problems of great im-
portance could be discussed, views exchanged and issues deliberated
by Jewish and Cathollc scholars, Such s forum might be an Institute
as well as a Journal.

In order to refute abusive and derogatory remarks about Jews
and Judaism, e.g. the supposed contrast in the fleld of law between
the harsh Jewish enforcement of the lex taliones and the Christian

doctrine of love; or the supposed contrast between the Sod of Wrath
of the ngﬁzz:JBible and the God of Love of the Gospels: the
responsibility of the Jews for the ar*uﬁgilix;og_; |

In order to counteract the misconeeption of the period between
the return from the Babylonian exile and the beginnings ofIChriatianity
as one of continuous decline, to become acquainted with the great
spiritual, moral, and intellectual vitality of the Jewish people
during the last 2500 years, the teaching, worship and observance}
in order to dlsseminate positive information about Jews anﬁ Judaism;

in order to promote mutual understanding and & greater mutual come

‘prehension of the issues between us and alsc of the richness of each

other's heritage. The American Jewish Cormittee proposea'that three
practical steps be taken in the near future:;
l. Some forum of common discussion be established in the
form of a journal or a publication mutually founded,

%

aatabllahnd, supported and nourished by catholic and



Jewish scholars, theologisns and philosphers, so that a
two-way flow of spiritual ideas may take plece between
the officlal centre of Roman Catholicism and the Jewish
People,

2. An Institute of Judaic Studles, or Institute of Judsism,
be established in Rome with Pontifical blessing and
approval so that Judeism and things Jewish become better
known to Catholiecs.

3. An exchange of scholars be arranged between Catholic and
Jowish Institutes of higher learning, at College and

University Research levels,



" THIRD PROPOSAL

The propheta' preoccupation with justice aﬁd righteoganaas has

its roots in a powerful awareness of injustice. We have Hecome

reconciled to the fact that the world contains cream as well as scum,
yet the prophets speak as if the world were a nig‘ntmara.

That justice is a good thing, & fine gosl, even a Sugerbzidaal.
we are all ready to admipé ;whét we lack is a sense for tﬂé monstros-
ity of ;njustice,' Eoraliata-of all ages have been eluque&t in singing
the praiéés of virtue. The distinetion of the brophets w@s'id théir
remorseless unvelling Bf'injuatice and oppfeséion. 1# their éompra-
hension of social, political, and.reiiéioua evils. .

- Justice 1s pfécious, inj&stice exeaedinglyﬁeoﬁmon.' One of the
troubles seems to be that we have delegated the eoncern fﬁr Jﬂatica:
- to fhe Judgas; ag if juatice-yere a matfar for a few Speefalista;

But to do juaﬁicé is what“Gdd demands of every mant tha aupreme
‘ commandment and one that oannot be fulfilled vicariously.;

Righteousness must dwell not only in the places where Justice
is judiecally administered, but everywhere. There are manj ways of
evading the law and escaping ‘the arm of Juatice. Only vary fow
ccts of violence ere brosght to the attention of the courts. Aa a
rule *hose who know how to exploit are endawed with the skill to
juatify thair acts, while- those who are. aaally exploibed posaesa -no
aklll 1n pleading their own causes. Thosa who neiuhar explolt ner
are exploited are ready to fight when their own interasts are.harmed;

they,will_not be involved when not personally affected. _ﬁho shall

H



plead for the helpléass? Who shall prevent the epidemic of injustice
that no court of justice is capable of stopping?

The prophats.insist that justice must be the supreme and active
concern of every men. It was not to the judges but to every member
of the people that the words of the Lord are directed: "Seek justies,
correct opprassion; defend the fatherless, pleed for the widow."

There is an evil which most of us condone and are even gullty
ofs indirrerence to evil. We remain neutral, impartisl, and not
easily moved by the wrongs done unto other people. Indifference to
evil is more insidious than evil itself; it is more universal , more
contagious, more dangerous. A silent justification, it makes
possible an evil erupting as an exception becoming the rule and being
in tum accepted.

The knowledge of evil is something which the first man acquired;
it was not something that the prophets had to disecover. The great
contribution to humenity was thelr disscovery of the evil of indifference.

One may be decent and sinister, pious and sinful. I am my brother's
keeper. ' The prophet is a person who suffers the harms done unto
others. Wherever a crime is committed, 1t is as if the prophet were
the vicetim and the prey. |

Above all the prophets! word is a call to repentance. "Wash
yourselves, Qake yourselves clean" (Isaiah 1:17). Such cleansing
must be an ongoing process. As long as there 1s hatred in one heart,
or pre judice disseminated in one joaimal, there is an overriding
urgency to cry out against it.

We propose that a peﬁmanent high level commission be established
at the Vatican for the purpose of eliminating prejudice and of
watching over Christian Jewish relst ions everywhere. '

1%



We further propose that at every diocese a commission be

established to further the demands of Jjustice end love.

Pj ¢ O
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FOURTH PROPOSAL

We would favor mutusl collaboration, Catholics and Jews, in
charitable work. We believe that working tbgather at an objective
work for love of fellow man would in itself add considerably end
decisively to the purification of the souls and the creation of &
climate of mutual respect. It would be therefore important that
some cheritable ﬁﬁfﬁfbe found in which Catholicsand Jews officially
participate. 1t would also be important for Catholics to participate
in a Jewish charitable work and for Jews to participate in a Catholic
charitable work,



] Fo wonm et T

September 3, 1964 .

Chapter Four of the schema on Ecumenicism printed and 2

distributed in November, 1963, to the Council Fathers, dealing
with the “Attltudes of ohe Catholics..:.toward the Jews

made spec1a1 headllnes around the world. Except for a few

. words, troublesome to the Jewzsh consc1ence, it represented a

momentous declaration and was halled as an event of historic

importance.

fSubsequently,,this'Chapter has been reﬁfitten and the

version now distributed to the Gounc:.1 Fathers as publically

MWS Lq Hecamee - B

reported is not only ineffective, but also profoundly injurious.

The omissions, attenuations and additions are so serlogg____ﬂﬂm—««“'f

e

3that;”1f adooted, the new document will be interpreted as a
solemn repudiation of toe'desire which, to quote a distinguished
American ﬁrchbishop,_intended "to right the wrongs of a
thousand years.™ | -
‘The new oocument proclalms that "t he Church expects in un-
' shakable faith and with ardent desire™ the union of the Jewish
people with the Church." . |
Since_thisfpresent draft document calls for "reciprocal
understaﬁding‘and appreciation, to be attained_byﬂtheological
.study and fraternal disoussion,ﬁ-between Jews and Catholics,

it must be stated that spiritual fratricide is hardly a means

for the attainment of V"fraternal discussion™ or "reciprocal

understandlng. n_'_;uf%




A message that regards the Jew as a candidate for con-

_version and proclaims that the destiny of Judaism is to dis-

appear will be abhorred by the Jews all over the world and
is bound to foster reciprocal-distrust és well as bitterness
and resentment.

Throughout the centuries our people have paid such a high
price in suffering-and martyrdom for preserving the Covenant
and the legacy of holiness, faith and devotion to the sacred
Jewis@ tradition. To this day we labor devotedly to educate
our children in the ways of the Torah.

As I have repeatedly stated to leading personalities of
the-Vatican, I am ready to go to Auschwitz any time, if faced
with the alternative of conversion or death.

Jews throughout the world will be dismayed by a call from
the Vatican to abandon their faith in.a generation which
witneséed the massacre of six million Jews and the destruction
of thousanas of synagogues on a continent where the dominant
religion was not Islam, Buddhism or Shintoism.

It is noteworthy that the Vatican document on Moharmmedans
makes no reference to the expectation of the Church for their
conversion to the Christian faith.  Is one to deduce from-
that that Islam offers a more acceptable way to salvation
than Judaism? -

Our world which is full of cynicism, frustration arnd

despair, received a flash of inspiration in the ecumenical

work of Pope John XXIII. For a few years all men of good will
e, .

~



marvelled at the spiritual magnificence which he disclosed,
and were touched by his réverence for the humanity of man.
At a time of decay of conscience, he tried to revive it and
to teach how to respect it. Mutual reverence between
Christians and Jews began to fill the hearts. We ardently
pray that this great Bléssing maﬁ not vanish.

It is our préfound hope that during the course of the
forthcoming third session of the Vatican Council, the over-
whelming majority of the Council Fathers_who have courageously
expressed their desire to eradicate sources of tension be-
tween Catholics andJews, will have an opportunity to vote on

a statement which will express this sacred aspiration.

Abraham Joshua Heschel
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 MEMORANDIN ON THE JEVISH Sept. 10, 1964

© 1. The delcide issue against the background of the Nazi
holocaust; the trauma suffered by the Jewish people. :

2, The reality of the deicide teachings impact on the
daily security of Jews in Latin America (Morris Abram's report
on Latin America visit, see attached press release); anti-
Semitic teachings based on distorted use of the deicide theme
in Catholic textbooks in America, Spain, Latin America, ete. (See

-attached Herald Tribune story by JoAmme Price).

3. Version introduced at second session that dealt forth-
rightly with the deicide charge and condermation of anti-Jewish
hatred was universally hailed by Catholics as well as Jews. See
attached editorials from diocesan nmewspapers of Cardinal Cushing, -
Cardinal leyer, Cardinal Spellman, Cardinal Ritter, and various
American Bishops. HNumerous natiomal Catholic agencies have urged
this action to be decisive and unambiguous, (See attached news=-
letter for Catholic resolutions, IV programs, etc.).

- &4, A major issue involved in the passage of a strong
decree is that of the continued cooperative and harmonious re-
lations between Catholics and Jews in America. Eighty percent
of American Jews voted the first Catholic into the presidency
of the United States who was elected through a coalition of
Catholics, Jews, Negroes and labor votes. Jewish sympathies
toward Catholic positions on public issues will be effected by
a weak decree. _

S. America is undergoing a social revolution during this
election period vhich promises an unprecedented outburst of bigotry
from the radical right with accompanying anti-Semitism as well as
anti-Negro racism. A strong decree would contribute to the
solidarity of the American social order., . . .

PROSELYTIZING

/. Judaism, wvhich was a proselytizing religion until the Fourth
Century and vhich still gvers universal aspirations, acknowledges
the clatms of Christianity to proselytize. But to proclaim this
in a decree intended to advance ChHristian-Jewish understamding
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will conu'ibut:e not only to Catholic=Jewish aalidarity but to
the reverse.

- 2. Proselytizing in itself is a eource of yeat friction
betuveen Catholics, Protestants, Edastern Orthodox, and Moslems,
It is even more controverskl to Jews who have witnessed the
destruction of six million in Western Christendom.

3. The living vitality of the Jewish people, its continued
existence as a witness to God's Providence and promises.

The texribly disturbed at::msphere today can only be rectified

' by restoring the text of chapter IV introduced at the second |

session.

Spell out vhat a place in history this would assure him in
the tradition of Gregory the Great, Calixtus the Second; (see
St. Louis Review article.)
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Telephone call from zach Shuster in Rome, Sept. 14, 1964
ot '}f ‘

_ Rabbi Heschel had an 1nterviewAthis morning with the: Pope and
spent 35 minues with him in private audtence and had a long
discussion. | | |

Rabbi Heschei gave him a very clear excosition of the four
- pointa and concentrated on the. passase .on conversion. The Pope
considers the present document very friendly and benevolent to the
Jewa. He claims it 1a-primar11y a religious document and cannot
be ruled by pecble from the outside. He said the passage on |
conversion is based cn‘the scriptures of the Heﬁ Testament. It
'is what the Church iteelf has expressed, and the‘JEWB are not |
—cbliged to accept. ThE.deicide statement is also based on the
scriptures of the New Testament. - | -

ﬁany people within the Church'believe that the declaration
is too favorable to the Jews; 1f there ie toc mich preasure
brought to bear, theylmay take the declaration off the agenda.

Tﬁe’ Pope was very friendly and cordial but he ingisted that
the document is a religious belief and based on the scriptures
of the‘New Testament. It is up to the Council to decide the
gatter. |

Dr. Heschel left the memorandum with the Pope which he

' promised to submit to the Commission.



Telephone message from Dr. Heschel in Rome, after his audience

with the Pope Sept. 14 1964.

. The Pope was‘éxceedingly cordia1i§5'very-gracious and a
, véry~enéourﬁging persbﬁ. Dr. Heschel made his presentation of
the four poiﬁ;g very:cleérly and with digﬁity.
" However. the ﬁ&pe satd no commiﬁmeq; could be expected.
He said the dbeument Teft witk@iihwill be submitted to the .
Jdommission but the. Pﬂpe Will defend'éhe-breéent'declaration{
Cardinal Bea has called together a meeting of all the
members of-h s commission which will take place tomorrow.
Dr. Heschel will: arrive in New York tomorraw at 1 p.m.

on Air France, and will call Dr. Slawson on his arrival.





