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Ge<:>rges Levitte 
io ·rue Louise 

_. Montgeron (S & 0) 
France 

Henry ~cbuman, Inc~, Publishers 
20 Eas~ 70th Street 
New York 21, N.Y •. 

Dear Sirs: 

July 31, 195.3 

Thank you fo~ your letter· of the Sth of May concerning Dr. Heshel's 
"The Earth is the Lord's". It seems that it has been some misunderstand~ 
concerning the French publication of. Dr. Heshel's works. The French volume 
shall consist of ''The Sabbath" preceded of "The Earth is the Lord's" somevhat 
condensed and .combined with Dr. Heshel' s Review ·articles•. 

On th.e other hand; a French edition cannot hope to reach a high d.i.rru.si on. 
Nevertheless, as ~ur aim i~ cultural, and not .commercial, v~ cannot undertake 
a 11luxe editiontt which, anyway, should not be a. good business in nowadays 
conditions. 

I am sure that you will take these facts in consideration and that we shall 
easily reach to an agreement satisfactory to bo~h sides. . 

-r:· 

-;.:; ~~-~ ;~·,f>.-~ ~-ol.:',_~~- . ·:,:·.· i ... "' - . -· .:.··.:; r· · - .r .,. Sincerely, 

· "T · 

r.:.~:·7~~ 
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JACOB BLAUSTllIN, PNI~ 
lllVING M. ENGEL. Cb4irrlutJ, Bx1-W1 ~,,,;
SIMON H. IW'KINO, Cb-.., IUmimJ,,lllln CoffuM
MAUJ..ICll GlINEB.T, Tru.stH., 

JOSEPH M. PllOSlCAUEI. Ho"'""" Pmikn1 
HERBERT H. LBHMAN, Hoeor1117 Vi<#-l"•liMfu 
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDOBJI, H_,,,,, y;u.p,,;iJMJI 
ELY M. MB.ON, Cbiuio, Y~Pru#lml 
GUSTAVE M. Bl!l..Nl!. Nftl Yorj, Viu-Pr~ 
HEIBl!J.T B. JIHl.MANN, &,_, Yk#-PmiUftl 

MAX PBJ!l!DMAN, C'-"'n4. VK•P,,sidlltl 
BEN HEB.ZBDG, H• Yor.6, VK~Prmuos 
RED I.AZAB:vs. Jt., c;.a .. ~. VU.Ptt11US
USTEB. W. I.OTB. WI h&NI, Y u1-PruUJ.m 
LllPH B. SAMllJlt, N- Yor.6, YU..Pr11i1Uw 
JOSEPH \VILLBN, N-Yorj, V~r.nMru 

SIDNEY S. MOYER. &so-. TrNJ-
.EDW All.I> A. NOB.MAN, S1t~•"1 
JOHN SLAWSON, Bn~1 Vi<#-PrmMIN 

ZACHARJAH SHUST ER. E.Mo~un Di"""' 

Mr. Morris Fine 
American Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, N.Y. 

Dear Morris: 

August 4, 195.3 

I wonder if you could be helpful in the follO'Wing matter? 

The Editions de Minuit, a reputable publishing house, is considering publication 
in one volume of two works by Dr. A. J. Heschel, "The Earth is the Lord's'' which 
was published in New York by Henry Schuman Inc., and "The Sabbath" published by 
Farrar, Strauss & Young. 

Farrar, Strauss is willing to forego gratuities for all copies of the trans
lation which will not be sold and are asking 10% of the revenue of those copies 
which -will be sold in bookstores. This arrangement is satisfactory to Editions de 
Minuit. However, the Henry Schuman publishing house is asking $250 for the right 
to publish "The Earth is the Lord's". 

We were asked by Mr. Georges Levitte, the translator of these two volumes, to 
get in touch with the Henry Schuman publishing house and ask them to accept the 

. same. cond.~tions · as F~rar, Strauss &-.Young, _ for the reason that not much of a sale 
ts ·e;ected and that it is ·mor·& of~ _ap. ~duca~ional project than a commercial one • 

. . · f. enh)r;:ie this l".equ~st. ~ .I · ktiov . th~t for Mr. Levitte it is a labor of love, and his 
· , ~y~ aim is -£~'. ccnrt~ibute to the enlightenment of' the Jewish Community of France 
· · .. w~ich is in . gr,~at ne8d of literature on tewish historical and cultural subjects. 

·: Perhaps yolir intervention with the Henry Schuman publishers could help in making 
them accept the proposal made by Hr. Levitte in his letter of July 31, a copy of 
which is enclosed herewith. · 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

1~ 
Zachari ah Shuster 

Enclosure 
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Dear Zacha 

On • . return .ham J1IT ~tion ~ t1nd yarzz 18tter -~ t.bs-
4th abo'ttt the 'paob1am Vith. liem7 Sobmmm. I do not 

· know. wetlim> .1 can be· ·f4 arq hi~ ·in 1biB" .~-. btt1; 
I shall do 1q1 ~· . . . · . . . , 

Mr. Zacbmiah Shaster 
American Jewish Committee 
30 Rue- la Boetle. 
hr.ts 8., FrsAce 

MFnoh· 

:.~ · ... .... 

P.s. SinQ& .. dicta~ ~ -abon, X called 1181117 Schnman :on tbe 
t.e~ and f\Xpla'ined tbe matter to him. Ee said be vas· 
pel"fect~ v!lling to go a1ang \dth tm Farrar ·straus attar, 
nov that he ~- 1dlat the situation is. He suggest& 
that-you co•m'~te this !llt0$atian to Mr-. Lsvitte and 
that 1dD. ask. him to lll"ite Mr. Scbmnan again. .~. Sclm1nan 
v1ll then confim i.t -di1'ectlT to Mr. Isrl.tte. 
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April i. 1960 
'1-

Dear Dr. Heschel: 

I was del18)lted ·to learn from Rabbi Kett~r ·that YCN have 
consented to deliver the pea~ addreaa at the·· 6aturc1ay eveliing 
dinner seesion of the American Jewi8h COmmittee•s·s3rd ·Anaua1 
Meeting which cakes .place in the Gl'ancl Ballroom ,of .&be Hocel 
Commodo~ ~n 'April 23rd. 

lt is hoped, that .you will speak on~ applicati.oD of Jewish 
ethics to the grave wo~ld.·aad· national problems of our day • . _tour 
audience• consisting of . the leadership of the American JewiSb · 
Commictee f~ c~1ties across the cowtry as well as a 
n~r of distinguished gueste of all ~iths, will be highly 
respaneive. to ~his topic. 

Your predecessors 1D this role -- Judge Leanied Hand, 
Secretary General Dag IJammarekJold. Justice l:hlgo Black • . former 
Israeli Ambassador Abba BvSQ, and others --. have all bad rewarding 
experieu~es with ou.r group, es l know you will bave. 

Of course all arrangements dlacuased with JQU b1 Morris 
Rertzer are now confirmed. I bave· asked him to be in toueb with 
you with reference to all substantive mactere pertaining to your 
preaentacion; othei- members of our staff will be in touch with 
you with regard to other matters. 

We ehall be very ple~ed co reserve e suite for you at the , 
Hotel CODIDOdore, beginning v1Cb aoy dace conveuieo~ w you. unlese 
you would wtsb us to make other arrange:nents. WOu.ld you plea$e . . 
let me know wh4t your desires are in this ~tte~ • a& well as the ' ' 
epeeific title of. your address that you would llke us to plaee .. :· 
on our printed program. / ·, · 
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Abraham .J. Beachel --2-- Aprill, 1960 

I ebould be happy to receive this information at your 
earlieat convenience. Announcement of your participation :l.1 
being mailed to our mewberahip today. 

With beat wishes• and looking forwal'd to meeting you• 
I am 

Dr. Abraham J. Beachel 
c/o H. B.oaentbal 
569 So. Clevelaud 
St . Paul, Minn. 

JS/as· 

Sincei-ely youre, 

John Slawson 

r 



a festival of ideas 
ANNUAL DINNER OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Commodore Hotel, New York April 23, 1960 

W E ARE PRIVILEGED to announce that the Guest Address 
at our dinner will be delivered by one of the outstand

ing leaders of Jewish thought in the world today, Professor 
ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL of the Jewish Theological Semi
nary. A scholar, author and lecturer of international renown, 

Professor Hesch el is regarded as the 
--·· preeminent Jewish theologian in Amer

ica. His recent address before the White 

' ... H /I 

House Conference on Children and Youth Abraham J. Hesch el 

was one of the highlights of that meeting. His writings, whicn 
have had a profound influence on contemporary Christian as 
well as Jewish thought, have been acclaimed for their masterly 
style as well as for their profound and creative approach to 
religious philosophy. Professor Heschel ,-- - --- - -1 

Herbert 8. Ehrmann 
will discuss the application of Jewish 
ethics to the grave problems of the day . 

. . . Mr. HERBERT B. EHRMANN, in his Presidential Address, 
will report on AJC's distinctive contributions in the past year 
toward solution of the pressing issues affecting Jews in the 
United States and abroad .... The American Liberties Medallion 
will be presented to Dean ERWIN N. GRISWOLD of the 
Harvard Law School. Dean Griswold's defense of the Fifth Erwin N. Griswold 

Amendment, ·and his staunch opposition to attacks on the Supreme Court typify the 
leadership he has exercised within the legal profession toward strengthening the 
principles and institutions which assure our count ry of freedom under law. Presen
tation of the Medallion will be made by Senator HERBERT H. LEHMAN .... Mr. 

Herbert H. Lehman 

ROBERT W. SARNOFF, Chairman of 
the Board of the National Broadcasting 
Company, will receive a SJPecial award 
recognizing NBC's distinctive contribu
tion to public understanding of human 
relations problems and particularly its 
trail-breaking TV presentation of 
"Destiny's Tot," hailed throughout the 
nation for the insight it offered into the 
dynamics of anti-Semitism. 

Robert W. Sarnoff 
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JEWISH COMMITTEE 

. MEMORANDUM 

TO: Are& Directors and Executive Assistants 

FROM: ',., A. Harold Murray ?-
SUBJECT: DrA Abra.ham J4 Heschel Annual Meetin Guest Speaker 

Bert Levine has asked me to convey the fol1lowing to you. 

Most of you undoubtedly know of Dr. Heschel.11 Professor of Jewish 
Ethics at the Jewish Theological Seminary, who will be the guest 
speaker at our Annual Dinner. Dr. Heschel is a most gifted indi
vidual whose address will in all probability rank in effectiveness 
with those of our silver-tongued heroes of the past, such as Ebai."'l, 
Noel-BakerJ Hand, Wyzanski, etc. Because you may be asked for more 
specific information about Dr. Heschel, I am listing a few items 
for your 'information. 

Dro Heschel was formerly Professor at the Hebrew Union College. 
He is presently on leave of absence from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, occupying for the first time a new ch~ir in Theology at 
the University of Minnesotao He comes from a long herit.age of 
chassidic dynasties. He succeeded Martin Buber in Frankfort, 
Germany at the Lehr Haus. He is the author of many important and 
learned works. · 

Morris Kertzer was told by Rheinhold Niebuhr, 11 1 take a morning 
walk with Dr. Heschel . six days a week just to get my batteries 
charged'J 11 He has reached that stage of eminence where he is the 
subject of articles in Commentary, (May, 1958 -- "Faith at the Leap 
of Action -- The Theology of Abraham Joshua Heschel, 11 and January, 
19.59 -- 11AoJ .. Heschel and the Philosophy of the Bible -- Mystic or 
Rationalist?") · 

Of course your personal enthusiasm and excitement indicating 
our good fortune to have such an outstanding Jewish .scholar as our 
speaker will be most hel;Pful. · · 

Additional promotional material on the Annual Dinner, 'highlight
ing Dr~ Heschel, will be mailed today to the Board of Delegates, 
Chapter Executive Boards~ National Program Committees, Key N~tional 
Members, end the full membership of New York, Essex Cowity, Boston, 
Philadelphia and Albany Chapters, as well as National Members in the 
New York vicinity. · · 

I must · regretfully repqrt that the reservation response for the 
Annual Meeting and the Dinner are lagging significantly behind pre
vious years. £!.ease regard stimulation of attendance at the Annual 
~ing_ as a top priority_ at - this time i 

4/7/60 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

date April 9, 1960 

to Morris Kertzer 
from Bertram. Levine 

; 

! 

subject Annual Meeting P~eparation 

If you think it a good idea, would you send a copy of / 
.the attached program announcement to Professor Heschel~ 
I would appreciate your view as to whether or not we 
should ask him to attend any of our other sessions 
during the weekend; and which ones. We have not ad
vised him of the pre-dinner dais reception which starts 
at 6:00 P.M. because of Sabbath timing, etc. 

I have his confirming letter to Slawson, on the basis 
of which I will arrange for his ~mite at the hotel and 
his- tickets. I will send them to you in a few days for 
transmission to him. -

Rabbi Block; whom we invited to deliver the invocation 
at · the Saturday luncheon session, called me and in.di
cated t(lat since he will have to walk to the Commo1dore 
h'e may not be able to get there by 12: 30, in time to 
deliver the invocation, unless the services are adjourned 

· early. We agreed that I would list him on the program; 
that ·1r he does not arrive in time, someone else will 
deliver the invocation, and he will pronotince the bene
diction .: - May I count on you to be there at 12: 30 to 
take care qf the invocation if he is not yet t~ere? 

- . . 

Rabbi Hertzberg has not yetreplied to 
to take the ~ luncheon session. 
calling him?.- "--- -

. ~· 

BL:rc 

our invitation 
Would you mind 

3 
fD 
3 
0 , 
"' ::s 
a. 
c 
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"THE MORAL CHALLENGE TO AMERICA 11 

Address by 

DR. ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL, Professor 
Je1vish Ethics and Mysticism, 
Jewish Theological Seminary 

The American Jewis~ Committee 
Saturday, April 23, 1960 
53rd Annual Meeting 

1-1 
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Mr·. Chairman, President Ehrmann, Senator Lehman, 

Distinguished Guests , Le.dies and Gentlemen: A famous four-volume 

work on the history of atheism in t~e West, published forty years. 

ago, begins with the statement: "God has died. The time has 

come to write His history." 

Today, no his.torian would regard ~uch a project 

as urgent; our major anxiety today seems to be diametrically 

opposed. Man may be dying and there w~ll be no one t ·o write · his 

history. This is the problem that shatters all complacency) ;1Is 

man obsolete? 11 A generation ago people .maintained civilization 

contradicted religion . Today, we are wondering does civilization 

contradict man? The striking feature of our age is not the pre-· 

sence of anxiety; but the inadequacy of anxiety, the insuffi~ient 

awareness of what is at stake . in the human situation. It is as 

if the nightmare of our fears surpassed our capacity for fear. 
' 

\. 
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Men all over the world see tne writing on the wall, 

but are too illtterate to understand what it says. We all have 

that sense of dread for what is coming, it is a fear of absolute 

evi l, a fear of total destruction. It is more than an emotion. 

An apocalyptic monster has descended upon the world, and there is 

nowhere to go, nowhere to hide. What is the nature of that mon

ster? Is it a demon the power of which is ultimate; in the pre

sence of which there is only despair? 

This is a time in which it is considered unreason

able to believe in the presence of the Divine, but quite reason

able to believe in the demonic. ~d yet, as a Jew, I recoil from 

the belief in the demonic. Over and against tP.e belief i,:i the 

ultimate power of the demon stands the admonition of Moses. I 

quote: 11Know, therefore, this day and believe in your heart, 

that the Lord is God in heaven above , on the earth beneath; there 

is no one else. 11 There are no demonic forces. 

The great act Of redemption brought about by 

Moses and the Prophets of Israel, brought about the elimination 

of the demons, the goO.s, and demigods from the consciousness of 

man; the demons which populated the world of ancient man are dead 

in the Bible. Anc;l yet, even Moses lmew that man is endowed with 

the power to make a god.; he has an uncanny ability to c~eate or 



.• 
294 

to revive a demon. Indeed, men's . worship of power has resurrected 

the demon of power. Nietzsche, in his portrayal of modern man, 

suggested that the will to power is more basic than the will to 

live. 

One shudders to think that involved 1n our civiliza

tion is a demonic force, trying to exert a vengeance upon God. 

After having eaten the forbidden fruit, the Lord sent :fort~ men 

from paradise, to till the groµ.nd from which he was taken. But 

man, who became more subtle than any other creature whom God has 

made, what did he do? He undertook to build a paradise by his 

own might, and is driving out God from His paradise. For genera

tions all went well, but now we have discovered that our paradise 

is bui:J,.t upon the top of a volcano. Will it be possible to keep 

under control the demon of power? 

The trouble is that the monster is not localized 

in the atomic stockpiles; the mon~ter is beginning to infect our 

souls . We are about to cop:J.e· to terms with him, to regard 1 t as' 

an amulet, a charm, a talisman,, bound to bring good luck--a charm 

that may assume the character of the god "Mort." The sense of 

justice has never been too strong in the world, yet at least 

there was a sense of injustice, a sense of norror when blood was 

shed. Today, men having experienced so much disaster, have become 
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callouseq to catastrophe, as if war and mass murder were the 

routine of history. 

295 

This is a generation of dis·m~y. The Messiah in 

which many have believed,proved to be a monster. There have 

been numerous attempts in the history of the West to bring about 

the universality of spirit. It is the irony of history that the 

thing that came to unite all men, i ,s not faith in one God, but 

the fear of men--the fear of men who have the atom bomb at their 

disposal is uniting mankind, now . 

But men cannot live by fear. Perpetual fear is 

the beginning of despair. Indeed, there is an increasing despair 

of truth in many hearts, a creeping paralysis. of the sense of 

spiritual significance; prosperity . ~nd comfort have made many of 

us listless, indifferent. We act and behave as if there were no 

tasks to be done, no ills to be cured. ·Is there not enough false

hood and brutality in the world? Is there no misery, no anguish, 

no poverty, nor loneliness? 

Tl?is may be our undoing. We have delegated the 

duty of charity to social organizations; the privileges of prayer 

to ministers; the nobility of learning to "eggheads 11
; moral sensi

tivity to the ancient prophets. We , today, are shocked when in

formed about an increase in juvenile delinquency, or an increase 
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in the m.unber of crimes committed in our city. The normal amount 

of juvenile delinquency, the normal amount of crime, does not 

cause us to be dismayed. 

At this very moment, .somewhere in New York, a 

heinous crime is being commi.tted. Now, the sort of crimes and 

even the amount of delinquency that filled the Prophets of Israel 

with dismay, do not go beyond that which we regard a$ "normal," 

as a typical ingredient of social dynamics. A single act of 

injustice, to us , it just slides by; to the Prophets , it was a 

disaster. Their breathless impatience with injustice may strike 

many of us as hysteria. We, ourselves, witness continually acts 

of injustice, manif.estations of hypocr·isy, falsehood, outrage, 

misery, but we rarely get indignant, or overly excited. To the 

Pl90phets a minor, commonplace sort of injustice assumed almost 

cosmic proportions. 

We have· never regarded crime for what it really is. 

To our minds, crime is a disturbance in the social order~ the 

well-concealed cr?-mes, the secret scandals, do not cause us to 

be alarmed. The Prophets of Israel speak and act as if the sky 

were about to collapse because a few poor people have not been 

properly treated. Is _not the size of their indignation, is not 

the size of Qod 1s anger, in disproportion to its cause? How 
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should one explain such moral and religious excitability, such 

extreme ~mpetuosity? 

Our problem is not illiteracy or the failure to 

read books. The trouble is the vulgarization of literature, the 

despair of truth, the perversion of beauty. Ignorance is a 

source of danger; despair of truth is a calamity. Decency is 

dull;· perversion is exciting; descriptions of vice become cele

brated best-sellers; records of virtue are considered sentimental. 

What surprises me is why there is so little juvenile delinquencyJ 

What are the forc~s that counteract the evil 

drive? Where are the resources of integrity? There is no solu

tion to the problem of juvenile delinquency as long as we don't 

see man in his totality. More playgrounds, better housing, are 

certainly important in dealing with this frightful problem; but 

the assumption that social planning will ever, as a solution, 

destroy the slums, and _there will be no delinquency, is an over

simplification. You remember the first couple, Adam and Eve. 

They didn't live in slums (laughter) yet they were delinquent in 

the Garden of Eden. 

Man is too great to be fed upon uninspiring, pedes

trian ideals. What is our problem? We have adjusted ideals to 

our small stature nstead. of attempting to arise to the level 



298 

of ideals. The ceiling of aspiration is low, to9 low--a car, a 

private home, a television, and life insurance (laughter and 

applause). Modern man has royal power and plebian ideals t Every 

generation has a definition of man it deserves, but it seems to 

me that we of this generation have fared much worse than we 

deserve. A textbook used in our American colleges contains the 

following definition of man: 

"A human being is an ingenious assembly of port

able plumbing." What glory to be s man (laughter). A definition 

in the Eleventh Mition of the ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA, is surely 

bound to inspire reverence for the greatness of man; it says: 

"Man is a seeker after the greatest degree of comfort for the 

least necessary expenditure of energy." (Laughter) We have 

achieved a high standard of living, but have failed to attain a 

high standard of thinking. 

Demands whi~h were made of -the individual in earlier 

periods are now considered excessive. Self-discipline is obsolete. 

Self-denial, unhygienic. (Laughter and applause) And in philos

ophy departme~ts, I hear, metaphysical problems are irrelevant. 

The term.s of reference are emotional relief\ and eJGpression, with 

little regard for the most in responsibility in education. We 

have underestimated the nature of man; even the form in which we 
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ask the question about man, is biased by our own conception of 

man as a "thing." We ask; "What is man?" Yet the true question 

should be, nWho is man?" As a thing, man is explicable; as a 

person he is both a mystery and a surprise. As a thing, he is 

finite; as a person he is 1neXhaust1ble. 

In order to explain man 1n terms of our categories, 

we were forced to reduce the spiritual size of man and, as a 

result, I repeat, adjusted our spiritual norms and standards to 

a reduced size. Now, we build machinery on a grand scale, and 

treat our soul as if it were a miniature toy. The cardinal sin 

of our thinking is that we -have asked of man too little--of ou~ 

selves. Its modest standards are unfair to the potentialities 

of man. Is it true that man is incapable of profundities, sacri

fice, love, or self-dertial? Those are the fundamental problems 

that are ignored. To whom does man owe ultimate allegiance? 'Who ' 

·1s the object of worship? ·.How do we relate our .deeds to our 

source of eternal meaning? What is lasting in human existence? 

The agony of the contemporary man is the agony of' 

a spiritually stunted man. The image of man is larger than the 

·frame into which he has been contracted.. . In order to be human, 

man has to be more thaL\ a man. There is a divine, spiritual, 

human existence. Will it be possible to keep under control the 
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demon of power? Is there a way of eliminating the fear of men? 

The Prophets of Israel insist that there is one 

thing that _surpasses the might o~ hmnan power--the power of the 

spirit. That the way to eliminate fear of man, is reverence for 

God. The tragedy is, that instead of cultivating, enhancing, 

the spiritual sensitivity of man, we seem to do our utmost to 

injure .it. To sense this 3pir1t, we need a soul, but the soul is 

considered a misnomer, and I quote a very famous book, of tremefr.

dous influence on contemporary thinking: 

"Nobody laiows how the idea of a soul or of the. 

supernatural started. It probably had its origin in the natural 

laziness of mankind." 

We are losing our capacity for freedom. New for

ces are emerging which regulate our actions. Modern man is not 

motivated any more. He is being propelled. He does not strive 

any more. He is being driven. The principle of majority decision 

depends upon the assumption that the individuals who make up the 

·majority are capable of ~scerning between the right and the wrcng, 

but now we are gradually led to believe, and are taught again ani 

again, that man is incapable of making a significant,moral judg

ment. 
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We have made great contributions to the spiritual 

deformation of man. Far from eliminating the fear ot: men, our 

novels and theories depict men as untrustworthy, passion ridden, 

self-seeking, and disingenious. Reverence for men has been 

strenuously refuted as sentimental eye-wash. We all ride on the 
? 

high waves of the bfilik king. There seems to be no question in 

our minds that there is no depth to virtue, no reality to integ-

rity; that all we can do is to graft goodness upon selfishness, 

to use truth as a pragmatic pretext, and to relish self-indulgence 

in all values. 

Contemporary man is told that his religious belief a 

are nothing but attempts to satisfy subconscious wishes; that his 

conception of God is merely a projection of self-seeking emotions, 

an objectification of subjective needs. God is the Ego in disguise 

We have not only forfeited faith, we also have lost faith in the 

meaning of faith. This tendenc·y to ·question the genuineness of 

man's concern for God, is a challenge more serious than the tend-

encies to question God's existence. 

Our age may be characterized as the age of suspicion. 

It has become an axiom that the shortest way to the ~erstandi!lS 

of man is to suspect his motives. This seems to .be the contempor-
.·:' 

acy version of the Golden Rule--"Suspect thy neighbor as thyself. 11 
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But suspicion breeds. suspicion. It creates a chain reaction. Is 

I it true that honesty is impossible? The righteous shall live by 
! 

his faith. · Can he live by his suspicion and be righteous? 

The ultimate machinery today in international 

relations, . ~ believe, is neither power nor ideology. We have an 

abundance, · a surplus of power everywhere. Ideology will soon be-

come obsol~te. The central issue is suspici.on--man' s fear of man. 

I do not believe that the salvation of the world w11i come from 

either the. government, the state, or the statesman. The states

men have power, but no spirit; they have astutene~s, but not 

wisdom. Not the expediency of the ,statesman, but the generosity 

of private· man may change the course of history. The hope of tre 

world depends on the individual, on the common man, on what goes on 

in the offices, in the schools, 1n the homes, in the minds and 

deeds of individual men. 

l;s not the marvel of the upbuilding of' the land of 

Israel an ~ example of what individuals can achieve? If only in-

stead of celebrating violence in daily living, we would learn to 

be horrified by it; if instead of deifying success we would learn 
I 

to cherish compassion. Millions of tourists travel every year 

from country to country. What they leave behind is f'oreign 

exchange. 'What they bring home are pictures. They. never look 
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at them, of course. 

Now,ins~ead, millions of individuals could travel 

in order to work together, in order to share the vision of justice, 

to eliminate poverty, to help, to speak to one another, to leave 

behind a memory of nobility. 

Power is not sacred, but human life is . An awar~ 

ness of what is sacred in our very lives kindled in you and me , 

and in individuals all over the world, may still surprise the 

world with its light,may even mark the birth of a new political 

philosophy. The Germans have a f'ormulation for man's highest 

capacity in the saying, "Every young man carries some marshall's 

baton in bis knapsack." Imagine, every boy may become a general. 

The Bible has a formulation for man's highest 

capacity in Moses' saying, "Would that all the people were prophets'~ 

E:v·ery man may be a prophet; every man may be inspired. But life 

·mu.st be earned spiritually, not only materially. Every man has 

the capacity for spiritual insight , for spiritual achievement . "Ye 

shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, a holy people . 11 Every man 

a priest, the whole people holy? To be a Jew means to be committed 

to the belief that the word of God is true and not a Utopia. It 

is an accepted fact that the Bible has given the world a new con

cept of man. What is not realized is the fact that the Bible has 
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given man a new concept o~ the world. 

The Bible isn't a book about God; it is a book 

about man.From the perspective of the Bible man must be defined 

as a being who is in travai~ with God's dreams and designs, though 

he may not fully comprehend it. The Prophets of Israel have 

intoxicated our souls with an endless yearning, with a noble 

nostalgia. It is the cardinal sin of our age to have flattened 

man, to have defined him as a seeker a~er the greatest degree , . 

of comfort for the least necessary expenditure of energy. 

"This is the life in the Mongolian heartland in 

1959, " writes Mr. Salisbtiry of the NEW YORK TIMES, who visited 

outer Mongolia where little has changed from the time of Ger;ighis 

Khan . A conversation at dinner time: They chew their lamb bores 

and wash their meat down with some kind of spirits, some kind of 

alcoholic beverage. "There is nothing better than lamb, 11one says. 

1'True," says another. "What more can a man want, "says the first, 

"good lamb to eat and good horses to ride?" 

"Oh, ~es," says the other, "our animals are go.ad 

this surmner, and so our life is good. After all we live for our 

animals, and our animals live for us." 

What is the life in the heartlands of the Western 

world in the spring of 1960? Our machines are good this spring, 

and so our lives are good. After all, we live for our machines, 
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and our machines live for us. (Laughter) Does civilization con

tradict man? One of the great achievements of the Prophets of 

Israel was the repudiation of nature as an object of Supreme 

adoration. They had to reject the religion of nature in order 

to proclaim the Will of the Transcendent God. 

Our task, today, is the repudiation of power as 

an object of supreme adoration. The goal of our society was, 

more knowledge means more power; more civilization more comfort. 

We should have inaisted,in the spirit of the proph~tic vision, 

more knowledge should also mean more reverence; more civiliza

tion should also mean less violence. 

There is no hope for man without a sense of indebt·

edness to God; without ~n awareness of a point .where man must 

transcend his self, his interests, his needs. There is no hope 

for man without the realization that existence involves both 

utilization of the world and celebration; satisfaction and exalt

tation. To the sense of indebtedness the meaning of existence 

lies not in acquisitiveness, but in the awareness that something 

i .s asked o.f man, man is called upon to reciprocate, to answer, 

to think~and to act in a way which is compatible with the grandeur 

and mystery of living. .In the sense of indebtedness, the meaning 

o.f existence lies in reciprocity; in receiving our pleasure we 
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must return a prayer; in attaining success, we must radiate com

passion. 

The world is not mere material for exploitation. 

We have the right to consume, because we have the power to cele

brate. Since indebtedness is an essential ingredient of existence, 

inability to celebrate is a sign of insolvency, of inability to 

pay the existential debt. 

For thousands of years authentic existence included 

both--utilization and celebration; both work and worship. In 

primitive society, they were interdependent. In Biblical reli

gion, in Judaism, they were interrelate¢. Today, we face a 

different situation. The men of our time are losing their power 

of celebration. Instead of celebrating he seeks to be amused, 

entertaiiled • . Celebration is an active state, an act of express

ing reverence or appreciation. To be entertained is a passive 

state. It is to receive pleasure afforded by an amusing act or a 

· spectacle. Celebration is an act of expressing respect or rever

ence for that which one needs or honors. 

In modern usage, the term suggests demonstrations of 

joy, festivity, such as singing, shouting,speechmaking, feasting, 

and the like. Yet what I mean is not outward ceremony, pubiic 

demonstration, but, rather, inward appreciation lending spiritual 

form to everyday acts. Its essence is to call attention to the 

sublime or solemn aspects of living , to rise above the confines 
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of consumption. In the act of consumption, the attention is to 

please our own selves. In acts of celebration the intention is 

extol God, the spirit, the source of blessing. 

What is the purpose of ~owledge? We are condi

tioned to believe that the purpose of knowledge is to utilize 

the world. We forget that the purpose of knbwledge is also to 

celebrate truth. 

Judaism has trained us in the art of celebration. 

You see, my friends, just a couple of hours ago a very important 

event happened in America, that is already affecting ·our lives, 

particularly in the Eastern part of' the United States. A very 

great event. The ·su:n went down. But who would pay attention to 

it? It . is routine. What an event, affecting our soul, our body, 

the flowers and the trees and the animals. Who would pay atten

tion to that? By Jewish traditional esthetics, it is a sin ·to 

ignore the wonder of daily living~ Jewish tradition teaches us 

the sun goes down, you have to celebrate by praying the evening 

service, by praying Ma'Ariv. 

We are not ready ·to celebrate. We are losing the 

power of appreciation. We are losing the ability to sing. Cel&

bration ~ithout appreciation is an artificial: impersonal ceremony. 

A renewal of our strength will depend on our ability to open our 
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inner resources. aut these and other resources are often blocked. 

Much that is being done for us, and done in the name of entertain

ment, is an insult to the soul--vulgarity of taste, sentimentality 

of judg:nent, savage music, an endless series of crime stories. 

What is involved is not generalization; much of it may be moral 

and neutral. 

What is invoked is dehumanization, so much of it 

is a continual .process of intellectual deprivation. The most 

fatal trap into which thinking may fall, is the equation of moral

ity with expediency. The general task of our tradition is to 

educate for a sense of the .inexpedient, a sensitivity to God's 

demand. Perhaps we must begin by disclosing the fallacy of abso

lute expediency. GOd's voice may sound feeble to our conscience, 

yet there is a divine comi~ in. history ,which seems to prove that 

the wage of absolute expediency is disaster. We must not tire 

of' reminding the world that something is asked of man--of every 

man. That the value of charity is not to be measured in terms 

of pu.':>lic relations. And foreign aid, when of.fered to under

developed countries for the purpose of winning friends and infltr 

encing people, turns out to be a boomerang. 

· should we not learn how to detach expediency from 

charity? The gr.eat failure of American policy is not in public 
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relations. The great failure is in private relations, and indeed 

what we need are a few private relations men! (Laughter) Let me 

conclude: · 

I do not believe that repression--emotional repres-

sion--is America's major problem, as so many writers maintain. 

American ' s No. 1 Preble~ is the self profanation of man, the pe~ 

version of the great eighteenth century conception of the pursuit 

of happiness, the loss of reverence, the liquidation of enthusiasm 

for the attainment of moral and spiritual goals. Our conception 
) 

of happiness is based on an oversimplification of the nature of 

man. 

Happiness is not a synonym for self-satisfaction, 

complacency, or smugness. It is self-satisfaction that breeds 

_futility and despair. Self-satisfaction is the badge of stupidity, 

self-fulfillment is a myth which a noble mind must find degrading. 

All that is creative in man stems from a seed of endless discon-. . 

tent. New insight begins when satisfaction comes to an end, when 

all that has been seen, said or done, looks insufficient. The 

aim is the maintenance and fanning of our discontent with our 

aspirations and achievements; the maintenance and fanning of a 

craving that knows no satisfaction. 

Man's true fulfillment depends upon communion with 
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that which transcends him. The cure of the soul begins with a 

sense of embarrassment: embarrassment at our pettiness, preju-

dices, envy,, conceit; embarrassment at the profanation of life .• 

A world that is :full of g:randeur is being converted into a 

carnival. 

There are slums, disease, starvation all over the 

world, and we are building more luxurious hotels in Las Vegas. 

Social dynamics is no substitute for moral responsibility. The 

most urgent task is to destroy the myth that accl.Dllulation of 

wealth and achievement of comfort are the chief vocations of man. 

How can adjustment to society be an 1nspiriat1on 

to our youth, if that society persists 1n squandering the mater1:al 

resources of the world on luxuries in a world where more than a 

billion people go to bed hung1'y every night? How can we .speak 

of reverence for man, and of the belief that all men are created 

equal, without repenting the way we behave toward -our brothers, 

the colored people of America? What the world needs is a sense 

of ultimate embarrassment • ..... 

Modern inan has the power, but he has no wisdom to 

overcome suspicion. We are guilty of mi.slUlderstanding the mean-

ing of existence. We are guilty of distorting our goals; or mis-

representing our souls. We are better than our assertions; more 
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intricate, more profound, tl:).an our popular theories maintain. 

Our thinking is behind the times. To the ear of a Jew who is 

attwied to the voice of the Prophets, some of the celebrated 

theories of man in our age sound like intellectual slang. 

Over against all pedestrian conceptions the Bible 

speaks bf life in the language of grandeur, with a vision of suer 

lime goals that surpass the glamor of old empires , the summit of 

all theories. Judaism is spiritual affrontery, but the tragedy 

is that in our hands Judaism has become a platitude . . You remember 

what Bernard Shaw said about youth. Bernard Shaw said ·that"Yobth 

is a wonderful thing, but it is wasted on young people." 

-· I think that Judaism is a wonderful thing .... 

(laughter and applause). Of course we don't appreciate the in

sights of. Jewish piety, the forms of Jewish observance. Judaism 

is an answer to the ultimate ques.tions of human existence, and 

unless you lmow the questions the answer makes nq sense. The 

Bible is the great answer, but we don't understand the question 

any more. 

We Jews have failed to set forth the vision and 

the memory we carry in our souls. Judaism has adjusted itself 

to the intellectual and spiritual recession of the modern era. 

For this, we must all repent. 
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Judaism has become an amenity of comfortable living. · 

Dividends without investment. Religious institutions are regarded 

as public kltchens, offering piece of mind free of charge. It's 

nice to have God around--why not? May I tell you a little stocy1 

It is a little story that happened many years ago in Russia some-

where. A well-to-do busines_sman went to Leipzig for the fair. 

He came home after a few weeks and told his wife about ail his 

great accomplishments. And then he also said, "I have the best 

news of all for you. While in Leipzig, I met a matchmaker." You 

know what a matchmaker is? A shotgun. 

"He told me of a wonderful boy--learned, noble, 

fine family. I haven't met him, but I have the best information 

about him. So you know what is customary, I signed the document 

of engagement. He is now going to be our son-in-law." 

Thereupon his wife said to him, "What are you talk-

ing about? We don't even have a daughter." (Laughter) 

And thereupon he said to her, "What's the harm? 

Let there be a son-in-law around the house." (Hebrew) Let there 

be a God around the universe, it c.osts so little. The demands 
? 

are moderate, and pretentious are supposed to be their rewards. 

Nonchalantly; we have gambled away the sublime insights of Jewish 

piety, the noble demands of Jewish law and observance. 
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This is the vocation of the JeY--to be a witness, 

to .insist that man without God is a torso; that life involves not 

only the satisfaction of selfish needs, but a~so the satisfaction 

or a divine need for human justice and human nobility. 

The Western world is a world committed to the God 

of Abraham, and what is at stake in this grave hour of history 

is the right understanding of that commitment to the God of 

Abraham. It is no accident that in a considerable part of the 

world the Bible has been eliminated. Permit me to conclude, 

first by mentioning a verse from Isaiah: 

''Yee are my witnesses ,says the· Lord, and I Am God." 

A rabbi of the second century remarked,andcommented 

like this: -"If ye are My witnesses:; I Am God. If ye cease to 

be My witnesses, I Am not ·God. ir One of the boldest statements 

in Jewish literature. No witnesses--there is no God. There is 

a mystery : an enigmaJ a faith, a darkness, past finding God. 

For God to be, we have to be the witnesses. The vocation of man; 

indeed, is to be a witness, rather than a master. We have to 

acquire, in order to give away . We have to enhance our knowledge, 

in order to give testimony. Perhaps this is the mystery of man: 

he is born not only to satisfy his own needs, but also to satisfy 

God's needs for human justice, for human ability. 
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For man to exist is either to assist God, or to 

desist from assisting God. ·There are knots in the soul in which 

the human is intertwineq with the Divine, and there is no untyi:r:g, 

there is no denying> the dimension of the Holy. 

This is a time when the "smart " is stale, and the 

11slick" and "irresponsible, 11 an anachr.onism. There is bound to 

come a renewal of man's sense of wonder and radica 1 amazement , 

· a revival of reverence, an emergence of a sense of ~ltimate -. 
embarrassment and ultimate indebtedneas. All men.have a sense 

of wonder and reverence in common. Interests divide us; reverence 

for the vision of the common good unites us. 

rhis is our hope: to convert. mankind from a 

fe~lowship of fear into a fellowship of reverence. Surely God 

will always .receive a . surprise of the handful of individuals who 

do not fail. There will always remain a spiritual underground 

where a few brave minds continue to fight. Yet our ·concern is 

not how to worship in the catacombs, but, ratherJ how to remain 

human in the skyscraper. 

LThe audience rose and applauded.] 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

ln'stitute of Human Relations• 165 East 56 Street, New York 22, N. Y. • Plaza 1·4000 

April 27, 1960 

TO: Dr . John Slawson 

FROH: Bertram Levine ~I 
Attached is a draft of a personal note y~ 
migh t care to send to Dr . Heschel . I pla~ 
to send him an official letter of thanks 
from Lou Capl an tomorrow. 

I included a sec ond paragr aph referring to 
ou r intention t o print the speech knowing 
that you have this in mind. However, I re
commend that this paragraph not be used at 
this time • On general principles, I would 
be reluctant to make a commitment to publish 
before we have had an opportunity to evaluate 
the address to see if it reads as well as it 
sounded. 

. / ·\ 
/I' \ . 
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April 26, 1960 

Dr. .4braham J • l·He:_ :s,:ch;:.:e:;l;....-~--- . 
a/o P-oaentbal ""' 
569 S. Cleveland . 
St.. Paul, Kinn. 

De!:!.r Dr. BP.schel: 

Enclosed please find checks for your travel am · 
honorarium in connection with ,your participation .in. our 
Annual Yee ting. 

· We are still hearing praises about your presentati~n 
U?st Saturda1 eveni~, :ux! we are rnos~ gratef\11 to _you for. · 
what _many regard as an _historic address. 

I trust tha·t this event marks the beginning or a 
happy and close association between yourself and the American 
Jewish Conmittee~ · 

With all good wishes in which your many new friends 
join. 

Morris N. Kertzer 

M~:mb 

-

:. · 
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Trends in the American Jewish Community, John Slawson 
Integration and Identity by John Slawson 
Riverton Study 
Changing Profile of' American Jew, Marshall Skalre 
'WHO IS. A GOOD J E)l 
Summary or Southville Report 
White Pla1ns Survey Report · 
Program. Imp1ications ·of · Riverton and White Plains Studi.es 

Dr. Abraham J .. }Heschel __.~,....·;;.9 
c/o Rosenthal · · ·- · 
569 South Cleveland· 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

Dear Dr. Hescbel: 

April 29~ 1960 

It ~:u most grati.f)'1nr; both to heatt )TOUl' address at our Annual 
Dinner e.nd to have . the opportu.nit~ to meat 7ou. 

As I promised, I e attacblng some material related to Qur 
Jewish ·CoOllllnal Atta1ra program. · The enc1osed materials are~ or 
course 1 ool.1 a selection intended to meal so.nae .of the dlr"ect1ona 
in which we a.1'8 .t:x>v1ng as well aa some of the problems we confront. 
:.rrs. Simon•s presentation at th$ $unday Luncheon seasion alao vs.a 
e.n index. Had you been '1ble to remain ~or the diacus~ton dUr1ng 
that aes~ion, you would have noted some or the contusions and 
concerns vbit'.!h we mu•t try to cl.arify. · 

I am moat appreciative of y cur interest and will welcome some or 
the in112~t• I teal you can ei~e ua. I re~~er well our agree
ment that I should· not expect mtton comment from :you but tbat 
w~ should zet top&ther ~'* some diacueslon of these matters 
vnen you return. I am 1ook1n3 torwa~d to such • meeting with 
you. 

In the mcent1me I bope you will keep well and continue to add to 
tr..e cont:ri'b.l tiona you he.Ye already ode to the emei:-r;1ng ooncepta 
of tbs Jewish .tutUPe •. 

MSS:la 
Enczt. 

cc:: Dr. John Slawson , 
Morris Ker~zer / 

Sincerely, 

!·!Anhe1m S. Shapiro 
tl:re~tor. DePQrtment or Jewiah 

· Connun!U Affairs 
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April 26~ 1960. 

Sam Silver .. 
Morris . N. Kertzer · 

. Thanks for my copy of the SPrlng 1960 edition 
·of your Scbmoos~eet. · .. 

· · At our ·Annual Meeting, Professor lleschel brought 
the house down ~hen he took of~ on Bernard .Sbaw' s mying: 

. "Youth is a. womer~l ·thing-what a shame to waste 1,t on 
young people.11 • ....; . Judlism is a wonderful tiling - (long 
pause). AfteX"WSrd I told him that he was in a ·class with 

·. Jack · Ben~ aa a -master· ot the long pause. The worth7 
Professor was .l"Jorc faniliar with Vo~tShe Schweig than with 

· J aek Benny.· . 

· · It was go~ see.ing your charmirig wife · at · the dinner. 
- . . . . 

Kind~st regards. 

MNK:mb 

· .. 

P.s. The othe.r day when I asked my son; David, why be doesn't 
obey his father, he answered, "I plead ·the Fit~ 
Commandment." · 

· . 

. . .. 
. ' 

· . .. 

I 

I 
.I 

.. 
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April 29, 1960 

t 
Dear l)r. Hesch.el: 

l send you ~hia brief note to ebank you for being 
widl us . st ~C's ~.nnual Diimel:' this past weeken4, of course, 
but more to express fll.J deep personal appreciation of your 
address. It was both an lDapf.red and an inspiring message. 

We have already rec:ei~d a number of favorable and 
interested c:+J1•snents. You.r address w111, of cow:ee, be 
printe4 la our Amwnl Meeting .-eport. and perhaps in some 
o&her format as well. Once we have the cranscrip~ • l would 
like to send it to you for anJ revialou you waul4 care to 
make before publteatiOll. 

· With w&m regards, 

Dr. Abraham J. ~ Heschel 
c/o H. RoseQ~l 
569 S. Cleveland · 
St. Paul• Mlnnesota 

JS/es 

Si.Dc~rely yours. 

Jobn Slaweon 
/; 
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.MEYER PAPER 
~l' WOODLAWN A'VEN"UE 

6T.P4UL O, MXNN'E6~ 

January 31, 1961 

Mr. John Slawson, Executiv·e Vice President 
The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations. 
165 East 56 Street 
New York 22, New York 

Dear. John: 

· - · - - ·For your inform-ation~· -Dr; Fineberg, who: ha·s · just··1eft :our-- .. · .. 
community after being with us sin·ce Thursday of la·st week, has 
rendered service of a kind that endures to the cr~dit of the Committee 
·and will be most beneficial in the future in. bringing about an effective · 
and r espected program.here. 

Also, advise that I am perfectly willing to endeavor to secure 
sustaining members with annual dues of $100. 00, and would appre
ciate if either Norman Stack or you· would send proper application 
cards because it probably would be most effective in this campaign 
to have this amount stated in the regular print of the application 
card. 

May I also call ~tten.tion; to- a re·cent communication I received 
from _Dr. Abraham Joshua· Heschel, The Jewish Theological Seminar'y 
of America,,· whom I recently had the pleasure. of meeting and privi
leged to attend a series of lectures given by him at the Univer si.ty of 
Minnesota • . Dr. Hescbel appeared here under the sponsorship of the 
Louis W. Hill Foundation, and was one of three distinguished theo:.. 
logians representing the Catholic,, Protestant, and Jewish faiths. 

J
. It is my-feeling that Dr. Hes·chel, who, incidentally, a~ you 

know, appeared before the Annual Meeting of The .Ainerican Jewish 
Committee, is. interested in certain phases of the work being done 
by our Committee. I am, therefo·re, sugg__e_s....ting that you coqt.~..£..L · 

I / him for the ... ;eurp~!e 'O! .. o:?t.!'-~.:C:.~~,[]i~ ... Yi~W.-s~ ... 1h!L~l?.ie~ and at 

II ~~::im~~=~~2~~~~l~-~:::_~----.,,,--:;--.., 
"--<-..... ·~".-J.;'.i1..:-..,1'f:.C~~~~ .... ..,.....,....-..: . .1-..; .it:~~~:..: .. ).:o,..~·.~.,.,,.~~~.,.~.r.:-4:!,·)::;--Jo . 

With kind personal regards, I am 

l\/IP;AD 
Via Air Mail 

Personal 

- ... 
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n.r Me7er: 

February 14, 1961 
(Dictated 2/13/61) 

l have just c~ back (t;~ a ·trip to the mid-west ~d 
weet, and find your welco.ine. le.~ter ·of January 31st. 

I am very happy indeed that Sc:>l Fineberg performed as 
well as be did. He baa been ·a great. help to many cOlDIJIWlities 
ovei:- many, many years • 

It: i8 indeed ve~ encouraging to me· ~o learn that .you 
are willing to obtain Sustaining members, and I am enclosing 
application earde for both Sustaining member at $100 ·;; and 
Sponsors at $250 dues. 

. fir . Meschel, of course, is well known to us and delivered 
a masterful address at our last Annual Meetirig. I am giving 
bis name in to our Participation CODIDittee for consideratic;m 
for membership on our Inter-Religious Committee, as you suggest. 
Perhaps lie will be able to f lnd other spots for him where .be 
can be helpful. 

It was indeed good to hear fr0m you, and I do hope to 
see you at .-our next Annual Meeting 1n April. 

. . . 
With many thanks .an~ bast re~ards, I am 

Mr. Me~ '.~8P-~,t:·. ~: 
127 Woodbrwtl:A\tenue 
St. Paul. S, M~. , 

"'1~;: . . !. ":.: \ : 

Sincerely yours,. 

John Slawson 
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Mr. Meyer Paper 
127 Woodlawn Avenue · 
St. Paul S, Minn. 

Dear Meyer-a . 

Maroh 101 1961 

You _will be pleased to know that Dr. Abraham i·:Be.acAel . ~11 
participate, in our behalt, in the so-called "Jour- (fts Con
ference lat·er thia month on· the ~olwmbio Un1v~!'1ity campus. 

This is an annUal conference which we have .organized and 
for which we have provided the tunds. It la sponsored 
ott1cially by the Columbia University School of Journalism 

· together w1th ncommentarj" m~azine, 8 Chr1at1an Century" . 
(Protestant) and "Commonweal n (Catholic) ·. . ~he leading 
religious jo\ll"nalists, writer• and editors come together 
from every part ot the nation tor candid, ott-the~record 
discussion ot areas ot tension between the major religious 
groUpa. · The conterenoes havQ been extremely helptul 1n 
furthering sOJ11e aspects ot our woiek and .I know that 
Dr. Beachel will be a real asset this year as a Jewish 
participant. 

Since you wrote ·me only recently about Dr. Hesohel, ·I knew 
you ~ould be_ interested· lri lear~g of his participation. 

JS the 

~ _... .- .""'.\. ~- - ,-. 
..... - ·:_ "'"e'o •• ! .. . 

.., .:: ,... .' :' ~ ·~ ~ • r -::. 
~ ' ' " .. 

. . .. · : . , •, 

Cordially, 

John Slawson 

.· 

. , 
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Dear Dr. ileach•l: 

_ !his· 1s .the f111st oppQiitunltJ' that .1 have had to tell you 
-_how .doepl1 grate!ul I am for the !!W.Jor part.you play•d in the 
teat1~oa~al ~r.n.~r _in ~1 honor. on March 7·th~ . · . 

Aa 'ail old band with: testimonial dinners, I tend to regard 
-tbem with something of a skeptical eye:. Eut I must say, as 
perhap~ you youreel1' noted, that l waa dee?l7 touched by the 
warmth ot fello~sll~p ·and·· tbe all-too generous sentiments that 
you expraued.. · 

My relat1onsh1p· w1th you w1]_..l be ·wno13g tne warmest septt
ment.s that ! have- carried awa1 · with me fr~!D th& Synagogue Council. 
I hope tb at the · c~mlng weeks a..nd mootm · vi ll enable !lie to keep 
this bolld of tr1eodsh1p 1troc~ and enduring. -.. 

Warmest regard•• 

. ; 

- Dr. Abraham J. Bescbel· -
Jevisb 'l'b.eologlcal Semin~ 
Er~advay & 120tn Str~et 
New York, New York. 

Co:rdially, 

B'-bbi Muc u. Tanenbaua. D1l'Etotor 
I!l_terreligloue Affairs Department 

. '• 



Professor Abraham J. llesohel 
School ot Rel1g1on 
Un1,,era1ty· ot Iowa 
Amee; Iowa ~- ~·r 

De~ .Dr. Heaom,.1: 

May ~ 1961 

I ·received the message that . 7ou bad C•lled me on Pr14ay, too 
late to res.oh you. Since JOU indioa't~d - it was 1mpwtant. I · 
am.all the mo~e d.1etriese4 that I was not able to telephone 
you. U 'the m tter deserves immediate attention. would 7ou 
please write me and I w1ll deal . with it acoo~d1ngly. · 

I w1.sh you ·a most. reqardli>g v1a1t to Iowa. - If there ia 80.J' 
way t:bat .I can be helpful or do sO.'llething tor 7ou in the 
New York d1oce21e. please let me know. 

Warmest regard~ to Mrs. lleaohel, . Susannah, am! 7<>Ur••lf 
.fxtom Helga and the ~·~t of ua. 

Cordiall7, 

Ratb1 Marc H. 'l'anenbaUO!, 1>lr•otor 
Intel"l'e11g1oue Att.alre Department _ 



____ ,__,_.,.__ -

~-6~n~~~ Piease call me wen you receive 
attach-ed. • .·.,,· 

- ~ ,... 
Fondly, · 'l, 1 ~ 

ii If ~ 

W1TH THE eoM~Ll~E•TS OF 

MISS HANNAH. STEIN 

Executive Director 
Ni\TfOfML··COUNCU.. OF JEwI8H:·WOMDi 

.~West 47th ·Street 
New·York 36, N. Y. 

\ 
Circle 6-3175 



-.. -... ... 

~l'jf&:s~ Abi--11.• Joshua "esellal 
tcd.Tertit7 0£ loa 
Sclhool ot Re~1oa 
Iowa Cit7, Ia.a 

~ .\. 

• J _ _ :~~- t.,· -,., __ --=-~ · ~= =_-_:~~-:~ ! _-."'.' ~ 
. . 

. :.... . .... • ·-.~ . - -. t... .. . · .... · .............. ..... -~ 
~ ~!ng tbro .. ~ tw .Packase- t>t :uterial. Ulidl You 

hoe ~ 1eA !dth • prior t.o ,.our ~e tor Ion. : certaL~ · 
~aineci a .7.rM.ti deal rron. tll18 ~ie.Dee and.a O'At.N. for- it. 

. . . 

1 HCerJtl;r .n Rabbi tteoeabaua at tlla ~.i 11eet112g ot th• ~c• Jtilfiab 
.Cc.mitt• ri he •keel • to be in touch trith hill ae "°n ea I !Ide COtll>l..ted 
readi."lr; tllrough 7our -.teial. I thsefbre plan -to call h1a within the 
nez\ dq Ol' tm. · 

. . . 
In tbe.11am1ti.. ·I bope tti•t. 1ou are~- a.,,,..,,, pwuant Cid 1ut.e.reeUDg 
. ·at.my 1n I~ ~it#' ad vSsh to thank J01l· ap1a tot gi. Ying le the op;ortuni.ty · 
o~ reMinc ~ D1'J Tal:aable tbougbta ill •=h a condeased taeh1ml• 

"'1.tb ~ VeJT btet wlabes • . · 

. . 
.. HS:m . . 

:_ 9c: Rabbi Mae Tenclnbetm i./ 

~~$ u~_steizi 
~1•• Direc_io. 

·. ' 

. ·~ 



., , ----.-~ie J. Ginsberg, Eeq. 
J_ ..: .. ~. ··.P;~ •• S"og· -1796' . . 

.· 

·. · ·. A.~e:ian~1a, ·; .Lou1 e_1ana 

Deai- Mi-. GillSberg, . 

Tour letter ot Jul.J 20th 1n vbion· you ~equest a. copy ot 
an address by Proteae01' Abraham llesc:lHll betOl'e tbe Amer1oNi 
Jew1eb OO!QDlittee bas been brousht to mJ attention. 

. 1 have aabd tbat- e. copy or~. Heachel•e e.tatemtat be 
sent to J'O\l tor tra.ns111i tta1 to Chaplain Rawkln1 ot the Bapt1a t 
Ho.sp1ta1 ill your citJ". · 

U there 1s arr.f w&f 1n which tb.e Amerloan Jewieh Comittee 
or I personally can be of additional aa•istanoe to you please 
do not hesitate to call on us. 

Fai.thtl.ally-, 

Rabbi .~c a. Taaenbewa• i>lrector 
lnterrelc11oua·AtfaJ.re Department 
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/NJTf--AD . 6~ . FouR, Ativ1.SE yo{..(({ 

p t....."Pi rJ 5, lN r L. L .,, er A LO oVZ C>J fv' 6L1· . 
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· ·On tbs a.S.tUl!lPtion, obvlouely ~111talmn, · tbat· 7ou vere 
· haYing a Gallic vacation in Paris while atte.ncling the. Cont•r- . 

eno• ot tbe Wo.rld Councl l ot S,.Uagot;ue•• Helsa and I deliberatel7 
walt•d to v:r1te to JOU. a;,O\lt the ·good news 6t the bil-th ot. our 
•on .. Michael Amrew • . (My mother wae ~auaded that Michael ·waa 
a soy1ah~ name ~t1l she recasted ·as )'..1eh·ul"). · · · 

He 1iU born about one, month e.u-ly, on the lllOl'Qiii.g . ot Jul.7 
· L&.tb. and we vo\lld have call-ec! h1JI Yankee Doodle U ve oould have 

· been -o.aslh'ec! that everyone· ·would have cooperated and calle.d b1m 
"Yankele". . ... 

It 1& now t1v~ 1lee-ka. ·a1nce ·hie bi~t~{ ·am,. thank God, both 
he an<l Helf a sre c!oi.ns m&rv.eloual71 acd I ·vie~ I could say· the 
sa.ine about tbe· 1'ather • . ·. . · · 

Helga Joto me .. in ,the v1ah that 7ou and Mra.· Hescbel are 
ha•ing a good -rest and a re~at1on that v~ll bring. you .back re-
t:~eshad, and reinv1gora~ed. . · 

I look forward to aee1n~ you· when you return to the city. 
warmc st rer:e.rde t~ ;V..rs. ~eeebel. and Suzannah. 

·MB'lttb 

·Babbi Muo H. 'l'anen bau:a~ tiltector 
-· . . ,. .. Int•tT•l1gious Affairs Department 
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-DP. Abl"ab.atn ·J. Beecbol 
Jewlah 1'hoolog1cal SEmllnarJ 
3080 13:ro&dW81 
-New York, Hew YCl'k 

Dear Dr. Heschel I 

•. 

r--

\ .... 

I b.ope 7ou bav& l'eoe1ve4 .b7 1101' tba two books ·b7 Oudlnal 
Bea wh1ca our ·inesse.nger was _to brlQB t;o 100. thle mOl'nirJS• En-
closed are se•eral doeu~-=ite 1D1cb.'relate to 1our a1sa1on: . 

i. · · '1be "Appelc!oc>rn Statement" ....tli ·cb.1s the basis 
~ the declaatlon to be 1eaue4 bf the Bcuraenioal CouQC11 on 
Ctt.thol1c•Jeldsh ~elatiorut J · 

· ·. . . 2. ~be ciocuimnt • nb Iim.£• Of the Jews in CathoUo 
~eacbiag" that we have already .subJDi~ted .to the Va~1can. 

x.&t•r today• 1 bope to be ab1e to send J<>U a dra.tt ve.raion 
of the mamor andum tlla.t we _will be 1 erxllng out on Jrid~ to t l» 
Vat1cen on Catholic liturg. · · 

Also encloaed are several atatemnt6 which refle c• the gov-
. ~ aocaptarice on tb.e part. ·or bpor~t Bo::nan Catholics or tbe · 
oonc~pt $.Di practice . Of !l'-elig1oue plural1am. A v•rt lmpcwtaa~ 
doc\IJDent on th1a que•tlon la tbe enclosed ~t\adf ot Boaan Ce.tbolic 
attitude& toward ~el1.g1<ms l1\>$~tJ. 

I wili be -tal.kitJg to you later ·on -tbe phone . todq about the 
meet1Zl6 on Pndq witb Dr. Horkbe1mer arid also at:out tbe trav&UDS 
~renseiante • MarlT thank& • . 

. 1labb1 Marc B, 'Tailenbaum, Director 
.. Iat~l'?"eligioua · Att~~~ De~rtmant 

.. ' 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTE·E 

Paris Office: 39, Rue la Boetie, Paris 8, France • Elysees 69-11, 83·63 • Cable: Wishcom, Paris • Zachariah Shuster, European Director 

December 20, 1961 

Personal 

Dr. John Slawson 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York 22, N.Y. 

Dea·r John: 

The first time I met Dr. · Reschel was in Rome where, in addition 
to our working together on the specific task which brought us 
there, I had long conversations with him on general topics con
cerning our work, and I believe I received a good impression of 
his state of mind. 

First, I should like to tell you that I found him to be out
standing in many respects, and primarily as a man of pufound 
knowledge of Judaism, an excellent interpreter of Jewish lore 
in modern terms and a man imbued with a spirit of enthusiasm 
about ultimate values. · The purpose", however, of this letter 
is . not to evaluate Dr. Hesche.l, but to submit for your consider
ation a point which developed from our conyersations and which, 
I believe, is of practical importance. He expressed to me his 
real desire to become more closely associated with the AJC and 
its work primarily in the areas involving relationship between 
Jews and Christian religious groups. He was deeply impressed 
by his experiences in Rome, and with our approaches to the lead
ers of the Catholic Church. For my part, I can testify that he 
succeeded in creating a rapport with Christian religious leaders 
in a way few laymen and even Jewish religious leaders could have 
done. 

From my conversations. with him I gathered that he is rather un
fulfilled by having to devote most, if not all, of his time to 
teaching at the Seminary. Of course, this and the writing of 
books is, and will remain,_ his majpr vocation, but I hay~ the 
definite · impression that he ·would ,ga.in much in personal s.atis'."' 
faction if he could be a·ssociated i.ft some way with dynamic a~ti
vities as projected by the AJC, and partic~larly wi~h the long 

HERBERT B. EHRMANN. President 
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN, Chm., Executive Board 
MILTON WEILL, Chm .. Administrative Board 
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MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer 
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JULIUS S. LOEWENTHAL. Secretary 
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range positive progralllS which. will develop in connection with our 
activities in Rome. I therefore suggest that you might want to 
consider the possibility of engaging him ·in a more or less formal 
way as consultant. 

I think he is not so much interested in remuneration as in getting 
out of the groove in which he is now. At the same time, I do not 
think that he would take the initiative of his own accord, but will 
respond quickly to an invitation from you. 

With warmest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Zachariah Shuster 



[start] 

Original docamerr1ts 
faded and/or illegible 



MOUNT SAVIOUR MONASTERY, P. 0. BOX 3066, ELMIRA, N~'W YORK 

Prof<?r- ~or 

Je~i ;. h ~~eolo ·ic3l 
Eroad~3Y a t 1~2~~ 

New York 27, i •• Y. 

.Semi.nary 
St. 

Dear :rofesGor Heschel: 

Trl 1U! 2 -175-4 . 

c;_:;) 
·' 

I was deli~hted ·to have the .opportunity to ~~~t you through the kind
ness of Doup-las Steere. Among the ?:lental notee ! made in ~·1ashington 
waG the intention to write Dougla::> f~r your at:.~!resc;, to kee? in con
tact d t!l ~·cu.. iie has juet answer~d, and practic"lll.~· in the same ?!!Ail, 
from Europe, ha~ come a problem ~hich ca~es me t1lI'n to you tor advice. 

You may knc~·1 of the "Eiblicel revival" in the Catho:i..:.e C~-:.i:-.:h. !'art 
of itt the J::ec:, rt of it, really, ce:ltl:'rs :::.ro·•ri t!le :.•·:alter. ·ae are 
at this mo.oent faced ·.-lith th.• tremendous taGk ot re7ising the work of 
Saint ~ eroz:ic,. W"ich meai;,s co"".'ine ';'fith a Latin tr,dition of 1500 years• 
standing, a~4 har~onizine it with the Hebrew oritinal. insofar as thie 
is !' "'~ible. de !lave just been invited by t~r- A'b~o~ :~ri!late of the 
Bene:!icti .:!e Cr~~r to S\l':::it ~ur;ge:-:ted re-'."!"..r::-.:"..ags c. ::~ o;r.a ':: r:akes me 
wonder whet,..er you might not be able to ·:ive .,~~ lla.ble ::; ·.1::-~estions con-

• ~ ~ ?" "" i!'lL '.: tit- · ' :~ ·•• ": ~- ~ ··""'l··r" ort 4-'·· , iof:-. ... -~4- T em moat 
1Dter .. 3 te u --11 i •, ';~le eX:J.~t _.1.;ter:..ct_t_0r. U. _ .: bJ'~•:, v~ - · . n 0J..O~. lf · > 

ybu could ::::ur•e" t any ::;cholnrs, books, or :-c::-i:-d1r:a1:; t hi: t would be 
ot a : sista nce I :7ould be e~tremely :;ratefu:. Along these lines I think 
Yeshiva Univeroit~ might be a ~ood so~rce ~f inf•r~ntion, but I regret 
that I do r.ot ::~ow a soul there. Could you ~ut •e in tcuch with a friend 
or colleaf'1!e there who might be willing to be ot ·,a:;:: i :-:t~nce? 

ilhen •• were aneaking together you mentioned :ouil1cation of Benno 
Jacob's co~~ent~ry on Exodua. I would ap~reciat• ne~3 of this, if 
you have any, as well as of any ot~er of Benno Jacob's ~~itinga that 
are aTailAbl•. If some are only available in ~anuscript form, is there 
a~ possibility of procuring a microfilm of thea. ~s I mentioned I 
ha'fe his Gene~is and c<:1n.sider it a very fine Tli~ce of '.>:erk, and for 
this reason ~ould be eager to.have whatever el~• is av3ilable in what-
eTer format poss ible. ~ ! • 

For whatever you can do to help with any of the oob·: e-mPnticned re- · 
queets I assure you I shall be most grat-elul. . Lookin~ for·.1ard to an 
eventual =e~ing in New York I remain 

Sincerel:r ::ours, 

The .yery Reverr.n1 k · :~ .- ,.. .. :.::::e!:, C. .~. B., Friar • 

. -~ .... 

' 



Itiro 
Prof.Abraham~· '~. 
3080 :Broadway 
N.E.Cor.Eroadway and 122nd Street 
N e w Y o r k 27, IN. Y. 

·sehr geehrtsr Herr Professor! 

Januar 1962 · · ··- ..... ··· ·-·- -··· · 

Fu.r Ihren gtitigen Brief vom 18. 
Dezember und die beiden Werke aA Philosophy of Juda.ism• und 
"man is not alone" danke ich Ihnen eufrichtigst. lch wsrde 
mich freuen, in die beiden interessanten BUcher gelegentlich 
einen 2lick tun zu k onnen. 

Der mir in Aussicht gestell ten d ri tien Denk
schrift sehe ich !ili t Interesse entga gen und hof fe, Ihnen dann 
enteprechende Mitteilungen zu5ehen lassen zu k::>nnen. Ee ist 
m. B. notig, dai3 alle religioe interes.sierten Areise sich zu
aam;.aenschlieSen und, soweit es m~glich ist, auch zusa.:nmenar
beiten. Es wird ~ici1 sehr freuen, wenn unsere Besprechungen 
auch f ernerhin dazu beitragen konnen. Auf jeden Fall bin ich 
Ihnen gerne immer zu Diensten. 

Mit aen beaten WUnschen fur Sie und lhre 
A.rbei ten.,. .. b.in i Gh 

~~·- . -·- • • • :ol' 
-'F:. _, ~,J ; : • : ' , ; ~ 

' . ·. ,, : l .. - ; . . . .:: 

"::: ~ ~ ~ .. ~:::~:. :/• j•;:. .. ) !f\3 =\1 ¥-. 
, _ ·; -~ .. rss, r,,.~c; =.:,, 

Ihr 
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SECRET A R.tAT US 

E Clvitate Vat1c:~oa. d •c 
1. Februar 1962 

AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM fOVE:\IOAM 

PRAEPARATOR.I US CONCIUI VATICAN! :: 

Prot. N. 90/ 60 

Sr.Ehrwtlrden 
Herrn Abraham J • .HESCHEL 
The Jewish Theological Seminary 

of America 
Northeast Corner, Broadway and 

122nd Street 

New fork 
U.S.A . 

(N.Y.) 

Hochverehrter, Ehrwt'lrdiger Herr! 

Erst jetzt komne ich dazu, Ihnen fftr Ihren 
freund lichen Brief vo~ 18. Dezember 1961 bestens 
zu danken. Die Fes ttage von Weihnachten und Neu
jah;r habe ich bei meinen Eltern in Holland ver-
bracht und sp~ter f~hrte mich die Arbeit n och 
nach Mfi.nster und Paris. Da..~er kommt me ine Antwort 
leider etwas verspAt et. 

Kit grossem Dank habe ich inzwischen die 
B~cher erhal ten , d i e Sie mir in so f reundlicher 
weise gesa.ndt haben, und mir dieselben kurz an
geschaut: A Philosophy of Jndaism; Ma n Ia Not 
Alone; The Sabbath. 

Diese Bftcher setzen das Gesprgch, das wir be
gonnen hatten, gleichsam in geistiger Weise f ort. 
Gott allein weiss, was aus diesem bescheidenen 
Anfang, den wir gemacht haben, einmal folgen wird, 
so wie es in seinem heiligen Willen be9timmt i st. 

Mit herzlichem Dank und vorztigl i cher Hoch
achtung verbleibe ich 



FebruU7 9, 1962 

·near Dr. aesohel1 

:thia·morning.- :Eiabbi ~anenbaum and I discussed the 
ineeting o~ the forthcoming Ecumenical CoU.Ucil, eepec1all7 
;your own contribution w1th reterenoe to tbe h:merica.n 
Jewish Committee's relationship to this 1.m~ortant event. 

I want to take thia occasion to exprese to you our 
gratitude for all that ~ou nave done in bea!talf or· our 
cause and for all that you are ·now doing• I wae espec
iall~ .impressed with the warmth and sincerit7 expressed 
'to you ·b7 Cardinal Bea 1n hi~ communication to you. It 

! is only a person of your s.tature and spiritual· qualit1 
thaii could have established so close and meaning.tt,il a 
relationship. · · 

I 1'11.llt also to th.ailk you,. partieular~ tor the iJtpoi-
tant contribution you are malting in connection with the 
third 11emorandtmt to be submitte4 to. the Cardinal. I know 
it will be ot the highest quality · and trill help enricb · 
Catholic-Jewish relations. · 

'With.varm regard!;, I ui 

Dr·. A~~ J. /Heschftl ~··-
Jewish "?fieologieal Seainal7 
'°80 l3roadwq . 
New Yol'k• New York 

JS/tlg 

. .. .. l 

\,,. .. : . 

·"' 8incerel7 youra , 

·John Slawson · 

·- I 
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HARPER & BROTHERS 
PuBLISHERS S I NCE I 8 1 7 

49 East 33rd Street, New York 16, N. Y. 

December 27, 1962 

Rabbi Tannenbaum 
. American Jewish Committee 

165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum: 

,' 

It was most pleasant to have lunch with you the other day, and I thank 
you for the fine help you are giving us on· the Heschel book. . 

"'"'r I thought it might be a good idea to round up the ideas put ~at the 
luncheon, and see if we can follow up on them. 

We will send review copies and contact the following people: 
•' . 

Associated Church Press, Interchurch Center, N.Y. 
Louis Cassels, U.P.I. 
George Duggan, A.P. 
The fifteen or so religious educators in the ma~or denomina
tions responsible for their programs. 
Lillian Bloch, editor, Religious News Service 
Mr. Boris Smolar, editor, Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
Mr. Nathan Zipron, editor, Seven Arts Syndicate 
B' Nai Brith Monthly, c/6 Mr. Edward Grews 
Joseph Cuneen, editor, Cross Currents 
Father Walter Abbott, of America 
Mother Catherine Sullivan, Manhattanville College 
Mother Catherine Hargrove, " " 
Msgr. Ost\.reicher, Seton Hall 
Wisdom " 
New York Times Saturday Review 
Harold Fey and Marty of Christian Century 

You have suggested you will be .responsible for getting a review by a pro
minent person, that could be circulated to· the Jewish weeklies. We will 
ask to see Dr. Heschel's files for book reviews and statements, and also 
see about working up a story on the prophetic solution to major areas of~
concern to the religious education of youth, public life, etc. 

CAB L E AD DRESS HAR P S.HI TELEPHO~ E M U RRAY HILL 3-1900 



.:.~- • .: . 
----------

Rabbi Tannenbaum -2-

. our editors are most enthused about your idea for a symposium on Dr. 
·Heschel's work with representatives from the Catholic and Jewish Biblical 
societies and the Society of Biblical Exegesis. We would be happy to co
operate in whatever way possible to put on such a symposium. The only draw
back is that we have spent up to the hilt on our advertising budget, and 
could not engage in expensive speakers' fees or travel fees, but we would 
be glad to do all we can in this office to work with you. Mr. Exma..n suggests 
that perhaps the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, which each year takes a 
major theologian like Berdyaev:, might be a good place to hold it. I would 
guess that Canon Johnson at the Cathedral would know tf this were a possibility. 
You might not actually think it the best way to handle it. 

We were delighted to hear that it looks like Time might be doing a story, al
though taking a photograph is no sure guarantee that it will go in! The im
portant thing -- and perhaps it would best come from you since you have been 
contacting John Els.on on the book, is to make sure that it is mentioned in 
whatever .story is done. Time quite frequently bases a whole story on material 
from a book and neglects to mention the book - which, of course, infuriates 
publishers. I don't think Ellson follows this practice, but if someone else 
happens to write the story it could easily happen! 

I think the one· matter hanging fire is publication date. Ci>ur editors agreed 
to postpone it, but I realized afterwards that I have an ad in Christian 
Century which will appear on Wednesday, January 2; and it isn't possible to 
do anything about that. I myself think that postponing dates probably causes 
more confusion and doesn't do. very much good, but we can discuss this when 
you call, if we get together before January 2. --:f8 

I hope you had a very happy holiday season, and thank you for your excellent 
help in launching this book. 

~·~ 
MC :mb Marie Cantlon 

-·· ~ 



Dr·. llbraham J j}Je~chel 
c/o H. Rosenth~ll.1-""ta.--------
569 S • Cleve land 
St. Paul .. l(inn. 

!le<µ- ':'r •. Heschel: . 

A!)ril 14.t 1960 

·F.nclased is n copy of the a:iTanced progr~ ot the 
Annual Dinner of the AmericRn Jewish C~ittee. Announcement 
of your forthcoming addl"ess has evoked a t.ret?endoos amount 
of interes t and we nre looking f o?'\v=rd t.o 1 t. 

Unfortunately, the ·limitation of time will umoubtedl7 
create problems for yoa but, as yo: can s'!e by the program, 
the halt .b:>ur limitation is necP.ss?.ry. . . . 

~e· wool,1 be ~ore than happy to h·?Ve You a ttend any 
of our Sunday se~sions. I will call you on Frida)" at the hotel. 

With nll -good wishe·s for a haP!>Y Passover, and with 
kindest personal regards. 

MN'<:ob 
encl. 

Sincerely .. 

(Rabbi) t:orris N. lertzer 



THE .JEWISH THEOLOGICAL. SEMINARY OF AMERICA 
NORTHEAST CORNER, BROAOWAV ANO 122-.o STREET 

Seine Eminenz 
Augus t ·inus cardinal Bea 
R o m a, Italy 
Via Aurelia 527 

Ihre Eminenz, 

NEW VORI< 2'7, N. Y, 

Den 22ten Mai, 1962 

Ich stehe noch immer unter dem Eindruck unserer Aussprache 
im November. Seit jener Stunde lebe ich im Gefuehl der u~ber
waeltigender Wichtigkeit des Themas, d.as wir beruehrt haben und des 
heiligen Ernsts unseres Unternehmens. Tief ist meine Da.nkbarkeit 
dafu~~ dass die Vors.ehung es mir gestattet hat, im Dienste dieser 
hohen Aufgabe zu stehen, und inbruenstig flehe ich Gott an, dass Er 
in Seiner Gnade es Ihnen rnoeglich .machen moegeJdiese maechtige Auf
gabe, die Hoffnung vieler Jahrhunderte, im Sinne der prophetischen 
Voraussage zu erfuellen. 

Im Geiste unserer Aussprache und mit Ihrer Erlaubnis; ·habe ich 
die Ehre, Ihnen das beiliegende Membranduni _zu uebersenden. 

Die Idee~dieses· Memorandum abzufassenJverdanke ich der 
Inspiration, uie Ihre guetigen und verstaendiiisreichen Worte und die 
t iefe Froemmigkeit und Weisheit Ihrer Persoenlichkeit. mir zuteil 
werden liessen. 

Das Memorandum ist von der Leitung des American Jewish Committee 
studiert worden, die direct an Sie schreiben wird, um ihre Identi-
r~7~tion m_it dem Memorandurnzu-·bestae°tigen~ -· -----···---.. _________ -·~ 

' 
' ( 

Die bruederlichen Erklaerungen ueber die Wichtigkeit der Ver
besserung der Beziehungen zwischen Katholiken und Juden, die Papst 
Johannes XXIII und Ihre &ninenz abgegeben haben, haben das juedische 
Volk auf der ganzen Welt mit Hoffnung und Erwartung auf grosszueg1ge 
Taten seitens des bevorstehenden Vatican Council erfuellt. 

IB.rf ich .dieses Schreiben mit tiefempfundenen guten Wuenschen 
fuer Ihr persoenliches Wohlergehen schliessen. 

Et sit splendor Domini Dei nostri super nos, 
et opera manuum nostrarum dirige super nos: 
et opus manuurn nostrarum dirige. 

Mit vorzueglicher Hochachtung, 

Ihr sehr ergebener 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 

. ________ . ___ _ a~· _ --~1 
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Miss . Cantlon 
'Miss W1 tbersnoon 
Publ1Qlty Dei>artment 
Haroer ' s Bros. 
~9 East 33Pd $treet 
Rew York·16. ~· Y. 

FebMt~y 4~ 1963 
•. 

.. 
Dear M1 sses C ant·lon and Wi"therspoon; 

Re: . Time. Magazine S~ory .· 
. . . 

If you agree vi th me .that the Time magazine -.review· or · 
Dr. Hescbe1 1 ·s book is gooa, may I s~st that .7ou reprint 
1tt l'. would be gle d to send tt . around to JII9' Cbl'1.stie.n leaders 

· and Rabbi's malling lists. Also, you JP.BY wish to send lt to 
the 600•700 delegates .who ~ttended the Rational Conter~nce · on 
Religion and Race on whom Dr. Heschel nade . such a. pr.ofound 
1mpress1on. ·I have the delegates names and addresses eno vtll 
b& glad to loan them t o you. 

MBTtas 

.. 

Cord.tally, 

Rabbi Marc 11. Tanenbaum, Director 
Interrelig~ous Affairs Department 

. '· 

'~ . 

I 
I 

.... 
'. 

\ 

.\ 



THE BIBLE 
Relevance of the Prophets 

Many of the Old Testament prophets 
must have seemed odd indeed. Jeremiah, 
by his own admission, had a tremor "like 
a drunken man" (Jeremiah 23: 9), and 
Isaiah "walked naked and barefoot three 
years" (Isaiah 20: 3). Many of their Jew
ish contemporaries were· skeptical of the 
prophets-and some people are skeptical 
still. Literary critics may see Isaiah as 
nothing more than a wild Hebrew bard, 
and psychoanalysts may explain the pos
turings and mutters of Hosea as the up. 
shot of repressed sexual feelings. 

In a new book, one of the world's most 
illustrious Jewish theologians puts the 
prophets back into place as the first men 
to speak some bedrock ideas of Western 
thought. Abraham Joshua Heschel, 56, 
professor of Jewish ethics and mysticism 
at Manhattan's Jewish Theological Semi
nary, writes iu The Prophets (Harper & 
Row; $6) that if those peculiar ancients 
claimed to speak for God himself, their 
message is indeed worthy of the Crea
tor. For they preached the dignity of 
the world's poor and downtrodden, and 
warned unjust men that God himself 
cared about what happened on earth. 

A Personal God. Modem man finds it 
hard to sympathize with the prophets, 
Heschel argues, largely because Biblical 
thinking is so alien to his own. Unlike 
the Gree.k philosophers, or even Judaeo
Christian theologians of later years, the 
prophets did not think of God as a first 
cause or prime mover but as a person; 
they were unconcerned witb what God is, 
but cared only for what he does and says . 

.,;a Unlike the mystics, the prophets did not 
express the ineffable glory of God, .but 
spoke of specific situations-the machina
tions .of Jewish foreign policy, or the 
selling of debtors into slavery during the 
reign of King Jeroboam II (circa ;86-
746 B.C.). Isaiah, for example, declares 
that the Almighty will condemn a mili
tary alliance between Israel and Egypt: 

Woe to the rebellious children, says 
tile Lord, 

Who carry out a plan that is not from 
Me, 

Who turn an alliance not of My spirit, 
Adding sin to sin; 
Who set out to go down to Egypt, 
Without asking for My counsel. 
The prophets saw these incidents as 

symptoms; the disease was the corrupt 
state of Israel. Their cure was angry elo
quence. '"To us," Heschel writes, "a single 
act of injustice-.cheating in business, ex
ploitation of the poor-is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is 
injurious to the welfare of the people; to 
the prophets it is a deathblow to exist
ence: to us, an episode; to them, a catas
trophe, a threat to the world." 

·The explanation of this supranatural 
fury, Heschel says, lies in the prophets' 
claim to be surrogates for God. In their 
writings, they expressed both their own 

JEREMIAH BY CHAGALL liABBAJWK BY SARGENT ISAIAH BY MICHELANGELC' 

The human situation is o divine emergency. 

anger and divine wrath as well; their mis
sion was to make known this "divine 
pathos"-God's concern for the world
to men. "Prnphecy," Heschel writes, "is 
the voice that God bas lent to the silent 
agony, a voice to the plundered poor. 
God is raging in the prophet's words." 
Their distinction "was to sense the human 
situation as a divine emergency." 

Lesson for Today. Yet though the 
prophets have gone, still "the world is 
dark, and human agony is excruciating." 
Although Heschel does not expressly ar
gue it in his book, he believes that man 
today is called upon to be prophetlike
last week in Chicago he was a mordant 
critic of religion's ineffectiveness in U.S. 
race questions (see below). Born in War
saw, the descendant of a long line of Ha
sidic rabbis, Hescbel earned his doctorate 
at the University of Berlin, but was ex
pelled by the Nazis to Poland in 1938. He 
left for England six weeks before the out
break of World War II, arrived in the 
U.S. in 1940, and has taught at Jewish 
Theological Seminary since HJ45· 

Heschel first turned to the study of the 
prophets as a university student, when he 
was repelled by the aridity of contempo
nry philosophy. He has since spent most 
of his energies defending "the intellectual 
relevance of the Bible." Heschel argues 
that the secular disciplines of philosophy 
or science are no help to man in solving 
the ultimate riddles of life. "Marx and 
Freud are interesting," he says, "but in 
extreme situations, such as in dealing with 
good and evil, do they lead anywhere? 
Science presupposes a certain aspect of 
being, but is it the ultimate?" Heschel 
answers no, and says that in the long run 
of time, "the prophet may be more rele
vant than the scientist." 

~---'· .THE CHURCHES 
'That Awful Fatalism'' 

The churches of the U.S., which have 
never summoned enough res·olution, origi
nality or unity to help the country signif
icantly in dealing with racial discrimina
tion, last week in Chicago h.eld their first 
National Conference on Religion and 

ace-and proved themselves still unable 
o offer much wisdom. 

The dominant mood of the four-day 
eeting, attended by 1 ,ooo delegates and 

ervers rom s Protestant, Roman 
~tholic and Jewish groups, was what one 
rticipant called "that a,wful fatalism." 

he Rev. Will D. Campbell, former chap-
ain at Ole Miss· and an executive of the 

ational Council of Churches, said fiatly 
hat "it is .too late now for us to es
blish harmonious relationships between 

he races on a worldwide scale." In his 
repared text, distributed ·but prudent

omitted from the spoken version, 
ampbell claimed .that rac.ial hatred has 

eached such a pitch that "in our genera
ion white children will be marched into 

s chambers by dark-skinned masters, 
lutching their little toys to their breasts 

Auschwitz fashion." In the same mood, 
piscopal Layman William Stringfellow 

loomed that "the most practical thing 
do now is wee·p." 
Such doleful hand wringing left many 
urchmen aghast, ·and at the conference's 
d; delegates approved a well-meant 
ppeal to the Conscience of the Ameri

n People," which called for a reign of 
ust.ice, love, courage and prayer in which 
'voting rights and.equal protection of the 

law will everywhere be enjoyed" and "the 
wounds of past injustices will not be used 
as excuses for new ones." The call to ac
ti·on was not binding on any of the reli
gious groups representecl 

THE CLERGY 
"lnc~rrigible Optimist" 

"Length of life has very little real sig
nificance," Arthur Judson Brown once 
said. "What's really important is tht qual
ity." The life of Dr. Brown had Jots of 
both. He was 106 on his birthday Dec. 3, 
six weeks before his death, and back of 
that lay a solid career as a prime mover 
of Christian missionary work, as a found-

TIME, JANUARY 25, 1963 
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June 26, .1963 

COHFIDBBTIAL 

--- Dr. Abrahain J. Beachel 
· Jewish Theolpg1cal Sem1na1"J 

3080 Broadw~ · · 
New York 271 Bew York 

· Dear Dr, Beachel: 

Should th~ ·coronotion trlp oome off; aai tr the opportunity 
t~e itself 1 1ou. maJ- wish to ttalse ~e~uestiolls with . Cardinal ,./ 

·1. The Pius XIX ~d Jewe· raatter from the point of view 
th.at we w1sh to be helpful in prevent1ag an unneoees&rJ' 
disruption in rela:t1onsb1ps. 

. . . . . I 

2. ~e report. on the tormatlo~ of an Advie017 Lla.1.eon 
Committee and cut- poss1b~e cooperat1on. ' · 

3• A rev1s~~ ve,..sion of the Pather. :Bertling article which 
could be 41asem1Dat~d widely • . 

-· . 
I have discussed "1th ·sbuster ·tb$ proposal for organizing a 

· meeticg at Pro Deo at ·the time of the adopt10ll ot · the Jewish resolu
t1.on. It would be helpful U JOU wel."e to talk this over w1 th .Shuster 
ahould you meet with -him in Honie. 

MH1l' :t'b . 
Encl. 

C ordlally, 

Rabbi Maro H. Tanenb-.um, Dlreotor 
Interrel1g1ous Atf'.&irs Department 



Jul7 l, 1963 

Dear Dr. Heschel; 

I cannot tell you how grieved I am at the inconven• 
ience caused you, but please be aeeur.ed that the unfor
tunate incident was due solely to negligence on m-r part 
for not olearing with Rome before the decision was lD8.de. 
The sequence .of events may have led us to believe that 
the .judgment in Rome \'tas in:tluenced by considerations 
other than the-merits ot the issue before us. But I am 
now convinced, after full investigation. that this is . 
not the case. 

I trust that by now both Father Morlion and Rabbi 
Tanenbaum have explained to you what actually occurred. 
You would not have been placed in the position that 
you were had ~er -taken the steps in this office that we 
should have before making the request of you that we 
did. 

I ani truly sorry, and I hope you will understand. 
Your servi¢es in behalf ot the cause which you and ve 
together espouse have been ot inestimable value, and 
I trust that we shall make it possible for you to con
tinue to give us the benefit or your wisdom. resource
fulness and effectiveness. 

With best wishes, I am 

Dr. Abraham J. Beachel 
Jewish Theological Seminar7 
3080 Broadway 
New York. New York 

JSltlR. _,, uc6: "Tla.rc Tanenbaum_....... 

Sincerely yours. 

·John Slawson 
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. . 
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~ · ·D.r. Abraham .. J. liescb&l. · . 
. · Jewish Tbe!i> log1oe.l Seminary 

3080 Broadvq 
.Hew ·York, Nev York 

·, 

. . 
Dear Dr. Hesobel: 

I was distressed ·to . learn fro~ Wolfe Kelman ·or you~ 1nd1spos1t1on. 
·1 do hope tbat ·by tb1e time 7ou. have bad a retuab shelemah :~Qi are 
able to enjoy a !'Gluing and healthful · siumler. . · · · 

. . 
· Af'tet- a number or agor.J.z1ns weeks following on that distaste.tul 

and d1sgracei"ul episode, I have begun to make some realustment to 1111 · 
situation here. · It , 1s .clear that · . · made a deciai ve dif-
t~rence 1n Dr-. ;.£la'1sori 's attitude tOM&l'd our tr1eod wbo has appareot)J 
d$sti-oyed all chances of becoming sben1 l 'melecb.. In the meantime, · 
I have been occupied with. several 1ntere~t1ng . exper1snces which are 
described in. the attached r aporte. ·· · 

Abe Karlikov, who is Zach Shuster~a assistant, bas Just arrived 
. from. Paris abd we will. Jlleet this week, · I will J>eP~t to you. the · 
late st develop~nts. · 

. Enclosed is a cop)' of a rough dratt etateme.nt on ·~Der . Stellvertrette:ll1 

It ie tbebas1s ot a .declaration that · we are thinking of issuing 1n the 
near ·ruture.. It you are inclined .to react to ~t. I woul.d be. more than 
grateful f~ your views. 

. Belts and the children ·are oont1nu1ng to enjoy the summer at 
·LaJ.te Mohegan. · We hopo_ t~t · Sylvia, Susi~ . .and you are hav1D£ a mO.ch 
deserved relax.ins ~acation. We look forward ·to suing 7ou on your 
return to Bew. York. · .Warmest reE;ai-de and: be st wishes trom home . to be 

MBT:tb 
Boele 

. . , 
' . . .. ·.\ • 

C0rci1 ally, 

·· Babbi Mere Ji. Tanenbaum., Director 
Int~r~ollg1ou~ Affairs Depai-tment 
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155 Fifth An_ita 
Los Angeles 49, California 

August 5, 1963 ,~{Yt~· if.-· {\:U . 

Dear Mr. Slawson: 

I am sorry not to have written sooner . A major 
piece of writing absorbed me so completely that I 
neglected all my correspondence. 

I should like to thank you for your note of 
July 1 and to take this opportunity of ex
pressing my friendship and. esteem for you. 

The weather -here has been mos.t pleasant. It 
upsets me to read about the heat and humidity in 
New York . 

I hope that you and Mrs. Slawson are enjoying 
a pleasant summer .. 

· With all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Abraham J. Heschel 



[start] 

Original docamerr1ts 
faded and/or illegible 



CONSEJO MUNDIAL DE SINAGOGAS 
(World Cou11cil of S)'l1rt,'l,og11es) 

LIDF.RTAD 769 · DUI:NOS AIRES • ARGENTINA 

0 fici11a Latinoamericana 

TELEFONO '44·6474 
C,,bft Atfress: CIRA·l.lnT:RT.·W 

S~o P~ulo, Caixa Postal 5491 
S?ptember 5, 1963 

De:ir Professor Hcscl1el: 

c· Your repl~' r oc:u·1Un;, C~.!·<1.i.n:tl Bea o.rdved on tho &y. before 
my leaving S.Paulo, and ::;o L:.y r~~ly to it can already refer to 
what happened. 

The Vice-Rector of the Ur::i.vorsity Pro Deu, Don Carlo Ferrero, 
who received me -.:it!1 hi.:; fc:'7 ·.cr ;-,:;sis t:int, Dr. Paolo Oldano, uas 
highly interested o:r -..ri 1:1~ I iwd t.a tell him and phoned at once to 
tho secretary of C:irciino.J. Be~, 1~·ccause the s to.ff of Bea, especio.lly 
a doctor Stefan Sclu:d<it, i:> :ju;;.i:, now ree:-:o..":li.ning the whole nazi-period 
3.11.d especially Pacelli':; attitudo o.nd actions. Hy. hints and indication= 
were v~ry wolcomo. 

Bea 1 s soc:r-otm·y w.u:kod :"..1l .:?.udicnce for mo for September 5, be
c:iuse, as you told me , Dc:i wu.s 0!1 holido.y. Unfortunately, I had to 
l eave Rome on thG 2nd occnus~ o_f pressure of work in sac Paulo. 

Anyhow, I ~·mn t~e:d ;.roi.: to :::.now of these goings-on. 
Don Carlo pro!!lisod to kcop me informed on the restilt of the research 
in the Vatican arclri.v0s. 

War.:1cst greetings to Nrs . llcschel and to you, 

Very sincerely yours, 

; I L .. i • 
/ " ' . r t.! ./ · ' ... 

/ , /' 
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t;J_1J. n Q t t\ t ~.':H•n1 I; i.' ui · 1.~8 o j_ rt "'~· l :1 1. 111 (1 n.r 1. n J n~n~ o 0 1 d; t>.<.• l; a " .t th P.~~o ~' l~.~ 
1-1rrn r•;r.f.l co 11 l' ~' t' ('~"~\ n.. ! 1(,.1t .. \t tid.r• •\ t1•i 0 t:.\!) t1., :t:.f.' ~ 'JL\ \!'U.1 :1. ~t .l.' '1: 1rnu~ 1·1 iJHJ"<m 
.tn 1.0 H h~ni ''""'i <JO t>.1. n ~ H u1.\ n.e 9 {I, ti ~ 14 'i ... IJ. ~,. r. ~ n;:;~ tQ f 9 \f t I~ t)~rt to y o~\e 

iH'.!.' ifb 
E!HJ ~. 
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·oo'taber 29. 1<;63 

Jobn Sla••ti 
Karo t .. ntaua 

P.w lO!JJtHti• a.. ~TJ:Ci Oi> '.l'O~ .n.l<·l!• .. L&&t~S CAU.ED ·sr 
tR. A. J. 118~ EE :;ovui .tSWY . . . ; .. 

.· . 

A• 8111on S•gal. .t.• 'Q&loub••~l.J' l'.ptlr~•d, •• et· .. tM 4•t1a1ooa .. . 
trl"iY•d at "1 .~bl il'Ol.lP ot J•..S.ah· egaa1sat1oD• \a.t iook s>er• in · 

· · ''- oont•r•a.• oall •4 ~1 tbt !lfmr.0£• Counol.1 ot AMrlea r• aoi.let . 
l•YhT ... 'bat or 4"i1aat1oa Dl'. Heaohel to .. ~·• u eb&U.U ot 
u •dbot •eaa•ne~ oo.-1,te• re Soviet 4_elO'f• ·---~-~ 
· ~ ... il••8Ml baa ·~an ·1ator•• • cbat tb9 is.r,_ ••t1ag ot . . 
thl• silall P°"P will~ bel~ on MoDlq. -le..,.'Mr 4• 4~00 P.H. at · 
• .-l'dttwD . b0'9J. (to t;. -4e im•W ahef'tl7) • . . . . 

. ln Napon1• - t~ fr. · le1obe1 '• .tnw1tat1on ·- foU0.1ot P9l'•008 
k'J• ••••-P'•• to ~- pert• · . . · · · · 

MJ-. L&biJl &at••· lr••W••- at.as, i ' l'i•ll 
Rabbi .IltYla( ltlll4r; '1-ea14•.n\J• ·c..r • ..._. 
-(qalnat ~'.GbJ••Uoir .: .... GoldMDD,. 1 .. ~14) 
fia~~l ~i-1 Xi~r. h••id•a'• SJa&&OllMt CO.llOil ot ~,. .. 
Hit. ~· weindeJ.A• h•tta.n•• ICNQ 

t~. ••tbtl ·u eaa•l' 'o oav•. Mr •. A• if. S9Mf,be0ft. at.t•nd• . .1l 
ia hie t••ll~ Iba' tb.1• poup abould e.spl•• '°i••ur e--.n 
•trat•£l•• la or-4e ta l'•ada aore etteoti:we 'Uet-.c State• J._, ••. 
••'1 •i.'1' lo relatlo.c to So\'1e\ JeW, • 

. Do JO\.\.· tblnk· St Wll4 ~ POS•i~le tor ltr• Sannabeacl to •t.'e-4' 
llft. Hes•l vould l.Ult. to aow b•tcmi ti» we.k•n4• Aleo .. 1'e l• 
••f.•~ to · ba•'J •• '1lo\ighta trm ua at>cN\ t!M k1Dd .r. PNP' .. '~' 

. •• b•11•'1'• tb.1- ~·up ooul4 ellbek on. : 
. . 

lt v1 U 1- .Mlpt~ ·U ~ oould di••ia.a "At• 'Delo.-. w. lea .. • 
t• Chio•lO• . · 

. ~·. . 
' · 

~·· , 
a:. f 
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---.. ~. Abraham J. Beeobel 
Jewish Theological Semi0817 . 
3080 Broadwa7 · . 
Bew Yark. ?-7 • B. Y. . 

Dear Dr. Be-sob&l r 

Rabbi Tanenbaum thought 7ou woald be interested in seeing 
a cop7 ot tb1a, which 1s · a cackgroun:t infarmatlon piece we in
tend to. distribute to tbe preas and mass media at the time of 
Cardinal BeaJa address introducing tbB resolution. It vlll 
a~~ompany tbe brief AJC statel!ient ·reacting to tbe declaration. . . . 

.,lease understand t .tat th1s 1s only a first draft~ and tbat 
Marc himself' bas not yet reacted to it, nor have otb.er people 1D 
the organization aeea 1t yet. I am sure ·1t will require additional 
ed1t1ng and we would certa1nly appreciate your com~ents and reactions. 

J.Bat'b 
Eoc. 

Cordially, 

Judi th Bershcopt', Asst. D1rectar 
Interrel1g1ous AffaJ.rs J>epartment 
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STATEMENT Bl DR. ABRAHAM J. -BESCHEL TO. THE .N. Y. HERALD TftiaUHE 

The report; about e. Declaration to be 1ntroduoed to the 

Ecumenical Coun011 fills me with a sense of intense gi-atit1cat1on. 

Such a Declaration• wi·u. should lt .b~ · ad~pted, open nev sources 

of spiritual insight for the Hestern Wot-14.. Jt is an exprenion 

ot the integrity and ultimate earnestness ot those who are inspired 

bJ the oonaa1ousmas of l.1v.1ng 1n the presence_ of Gcd, the Lo~d 

am the Judge ot h1etoi-J'. Ma.J. ~he aplr1t of God guide the work 

ot. the Oounoll. 

' : 
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Rls Eminence 
Augu1timaa, Cardiul Bea 
Via Aurelia 527 
!tome 

Your Eminence, 

c 0 p y ' 

Abraham Joshua Heschel . 
Hotel Medlterraneo 
15, \fla Cavour 
Rome 

2_2nd .. ffovember, 1963 

The repo-rts on the COilcUiar document on the 'Jews u publ11hed in the 
preae have beea received with a seue of eathuaiaem all over the world 
and balled ae an eveut of epoch making importance. 

Humbly I offer a prayer of tbankagivt..S to our ~atber in heavea for · 
the privilege of vitne1s~ng the Divine iupiratlon and gr~e that 
guided you in l>rlaglng ·~out thi• great· testimony to God's abundant 
mercy. 

I am informed, however, of a few word• vhicb may not only mar the 
splendo~ of thia. momentous document but may, · God forbid, · virtually 

-nullify tbe abundance of blesaing contained therein. l refer to the 
w~ . . 

ltai popuU. electl magu f..HS 
interim looge manet a Chrbto ••• 
Tamen •..•• 

Thi• clauae introducea a dissonant note of indulgence ·~ tentativeness 
incompatible "1th the epl~it ~ intention of thia 130tllentoue declaration. 

' I 

While I am personally convinced that this statement reflects no intention 
ettbe-r to qualify or to place· comlitioua GD the 1pirlt of love, the .above 
mentioned phra.ae lends· itself to .very sez;ioue 111.etn.terpretation. 

Those who are anx.ioue to cast suspicion upon the ecumenical spirit will 
interpret .thie statement to mean that the friendship of the Church for 
the Jews la contingent upon the Jews• willingness to accept the Christian 
faith. · 

,_. your lminence knows auch an implication would deeply hurt the eenait
lvity of the Jewish people. 

The enemies of the Church will •pare no effort in maintaining that the 
vbole document la intended to bring about'" &l;le ead of the Jevish faith. 

Whatever hope and vilion the ·Roman <:,atholic Church may adhere to in 
terms of eschatology, this document while addres1ed to the catholics 
will be etudie4 and c~~iehed by Jews ~li, over the world. 

v 
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Beechel to Bea - Page 2 

Dedica~ U. we are to. -the foateriag of mutual kaovledge and esteem. 
it le of vital importance to eliminate any atatemeut that voulcl place 
veapou in~o the band• of those who are boatUe to thu great objective. 

Thia. document 1• a proclamation inapired by the love of God. a love which 
knows no coDdltiou, no bouade1 Do qualificat1ou. 

I 

I tberefor~ . reapectfully suggest that the phrase quoted ~bove be deleted. 

At the •ame time I ebould like to draw the attention of your EmiGeDC:e to 
another paasage io thi• declaration which might alao be misinterpreted 
b~ue of ambiauity of expression. I am referring to 

More tam.en Christi aou a to~o popolo tune vive~te •.•• 

I reapectfully suggest that the expreaaion non a toto popolo may be mis· 
interpreted to imply that the majority of the Jewish people liviug at that 
time bear• reapoll8iblllty for . the Crucifixion. 

I am fully aware that · such an interpretation would be contrary to the be
lief 80 forcefully presented by your Bminen~e and other contemporary 
catholic theologiaDs. 

Io recent etatements by· yourself aDd others it vu 111ade clear tliat only 
a few individuals might have shared in the rapomibility fo~ tb&t event. 
but that· the Jewish people u a whole bad aothiaa to. do vltb it.and are 
entirely ab•olved from :8DY guilt. 

Tt\e declaration iteelf atatee cle&rly that Jeva bear ao more guilt than 
the re•t of mankind, a prtaciple which u ywr Bbli~ kDowa baa been 
eoleamly proclaimed by the Couucil of Trent. 

May I re1pectfully suggest that thle phr.aae be amended to t"ead 

The owrwhelat:na maJorit¥ of the .Jeviab people then 
livtg ahared ao more· reapoD81bilitz for the death 
of Chr1.1t than the reet of ·mankiad• ' 

With the. bighe•t esteem, 
{' 

· lleapectfully yoiira, 

a/Abraham Joshua Beachel 



[start] 

Original docamerr1ts 
faded and/or illegible 



• ., . 

.. , 

... 
~ ~. A~e.h.em Hesctiel 

Jnist 'it:.eolog:lcnl. Semi :pey 
3080 Broacray · . _. 
U~tir York; r. Y. · . . 

Dear ~ • . P~seb6:t ,· 

.. 

' 
took Magazine is planning to do an article on •ChJo1s.tiani tyt a Com.i.rig 
C1-U~c -~imrt· >..nti-Se.••J.!:tism.• · . · 

The a~1cr; n!l · !r.tru.li~"!ent Je1d.sh bay ~.llt'!'i ~oward. Eis~nb3?'C' 1'~ been 
contecti..~ Cat.holies aZ)(i !-rots~tants 4e?"e snd m:r$ea~ in ~~ to 

. obtain the:ir vie'Ns regudinr; (.a) th~ ~ensral pr~ble.."'11 of 3nt!•&ffllitism 
· (b) ... aieir tJ!iC~llic rea.cti.!;:! to the· ::l!~a."'\i-ng a~ i!'"pllerl.t·;__~r.e of 11..~at 
ho!JPa,164 ~ •t did ~~t. ha~r. at the Reotii s_e:::3ion or tha Vatican 
Council. 

E:i.seziberg is '8£Sr t<'l b&VB a qt!Otatio:t..J {'r(~?st :)QU. 'tthich ~uld ssit f.ort.'l 
your v,:lews i'e{rL~ these <Il'J'Stione. This i& a'!l:· ~"!'tunity to Ol..arit7. 
some of the ~i!lts teat. wr-i hs~ ~en discus~i.ne• 1fh& srt.iele will ba 
N?-inted rtdely-, undoubtedly w',JJ. ~ sent to all the .Oou..ricil Fathers · 
and there!Ol'$ \."1.ll have much ~erul.nees in t~!s iT1ter:lm period. I 
wuld be wry onte.f'nl -tf ;'101.\ vould give this yoma :l~d!a.~ attent!on 
since Bi$enberg will. be 10.•iti~ this in tJle :ne~ 10 ca~. 

ro:. H. Eisenberg 

· Rabbi l'..a'."'.c R. Ta!i!~'ba.nr.-, D1raotar 
Inte?Teli~ione .. AttP~ ~~.r~t 

f:; 

l 
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, al. CAROINAL..E 
~ .. 

AGOSTI NO SEA o,,.,., "·-----·-------·-···-····-······· l'fl ... .' ••.•. 

·. 

VIA AURl:i.1•. 1127 
SEGRETERlA 

·-

l:•'or the use of the notes tr the ·conversation of J~wish scholars 

\'/it h H:. ~ Bmi n.c nc e: ..... 

l)Hi :5 :2m. would appreciate i:f those notes could be mitmemographed 

o r reproduced in some o'ther . manner for being ava ilabl e f'or all 
i""'".£..-

p~ ~~icipants on the conversat ion. I f' he himse1£ could~ome extra
·J 

p0})::.0 s for his '(f-6r. use, he \rnuld be v ery gra te:full. 

~) Hi. , .... 111 .. asks to keep the notes rese{Ved t/{ill the c onversa t i on 

itse lf and not to distribute them earlier to nobody, even notm 

tn t h e participants. 

J) :i:.; is understood .that the notes can be distributed at the time 
. . 

of conv~rsation - to the participants only. 
;' 

1..) . \ i;i f'or the manner or ·procce4ing in t}le conversation it~elf' il 

t1~;- ~ can be made~rally at Boston ob atter the arrival ~£ Hi.s 

~~.:. to New fork; . J ., j) ! 

1~;~~7 
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' ,, if{ tvi cl 11;.l ; t ~i ;,t 
C01~V.ERSATlOI~ ','/I~1H Jr;'.:IS!I SCHOLARS Ai:·D) THEOLOGIANS 

f; J{)Jri-'1... 
l ~lst of Uarch 1963 )" 

{S~ary of the main iaees) 

::':i.;;:-ct of a.11 it will be use:ful if' l ln.ake tvzo r a ther fun<l~ental re?il:".r!<s 

l., In t h 0 them.es suge;ested for this comrersation w;: f i n d v!l~ c.:_1''',. 

on :c .; ~-~.L.ing ~&e.i11 a.."l.d again: .Nm.n.ely.! is tha~Council ·going to m1d e1·~::.

kG t:l:.l. :3 s1~ that. Here I mus·i; stat ~ ·eeAi-05Gr-iee:J...].-:i.c:4.!, 
- ·~ I 

.:!. ) . I 2..E not au·;;horized to speak official.ly in ·the ~r2e of the 

Council, and 

·1 ) r r. :"'~ thorcfoz-e speak only of wQ.r.:t, in my opinion, cou=I-tt be 

e:.?Zcc·::etl, ino~ed shou1d be effect~d , by the Com:icil, accor

!°':inG to my opinion, -- yO'.l \Tlll :p8~.,Jli·i; .me 1"ep0at ~ho phra se! 

-·:.:ou. ~.: ~. ~ on "'i;he on~ hend; the CounciJ. tot;e·~:10r . wi ·~h :.; ~1e Popo e.t i"'IOs 

h;J .:ic~ r~pr·t:: c{;~'l"~s ;i;he el.'.'ipi~eme authority oz: tl;te V'lll;U'ch, iD "'lihercfo:£>.e ~o-

. vorc:. ~~~n. Ho ·~·1 :Zre0 d~scussion reign~ at ·i;he Council. And so ~n strictly 

oi~ j :..~c tivt: ·t;~r:lls r;e c~not foresee v.rhe.t r1ill be its final deci~ions. 
-

(F• ·~ ::.c o·~~::.<::l" t.i.c.na, I crui ~ssure all. '!f you J;lresen-'i; a-'11 this ~nti:wate 

c: o:::-~'.: (;::z~:~ion t hc.t for ay part the Sec.retsriat undei~ m.y ciirection has 

·&)·J.:;~i. oc1 i·t;:;olf wi tll th'} problem of anti-Semi tsm. Let me use ev~n more " · 

-·.:•.:.•:·if,;e ·i.icrms, the Secretariai; has busied. i tsel:f wi. -~h the rele.tionship 

:.,_: , 7 '.l(~ai:i~.i and Chris·tiani ty. ·3ol1d hope subsists, therefore, that de

ii~ltivc Gecisions rrl.11 be fo~ulated, as I made clear QUX1n~ my_ in

·~o;;:" .. :.cw .,.iit:: ~he J°e"::7ish Chronicle last August. 

It \·::'l..11 be usef'u1 also t o sk.:-~:cll as briefly es possic:.~ t he 

I)~"':..·, ,.~~m _ '!. r ... ~.nd, . and tQ indice.t~ t~e .w.osJ.; scit~ole v1G.-,/ 0f "'c::.~kling iii 

:;.e; ·~~1~:t -~lie- ·tcre;et which you, scho1::::.:..~s ~ms ._,lleoloeianf: i ~iay ~ aiL.4ed at 

r1i ll be at tainad. I refer to "'lihe v1:J.y of c\. ..:- ~ling with t:_ .: ac :rnsa tion 

;:A:.::: ~;, . : the Jewish ·people. Le·t us S};preos this in ::·..:.und terms: the 
. . - . 

~.r · ~.ocused of being guilty c.. ·? deicide :ma on them is supposed 
. I 

·;;v. lie C .. ~.-,-.::, .:: ·~ • 
• 

" . ' . 

I 
~. 
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~ -.. .-.- --·.:. · ,., • o-·" -~ · ,.. -'·o ·'-''1e Go 1 - . ·.,1,;; .:. ._. -~~.._; 1- v• OP~ S 

:L~ J::z·::'.:::.\J.;;:.:. (~.nc1 iven not ~1~ of them as enc "(jc4"'11 oi J;V]~G conce.rnin.g 

.70.: ~. : ·:. ~ cf .·"_:;. ... .ci.il~L~:~liea tells us) e111:1 ·only ~ very ·s::nall ,po:c-(;j_on of th~ 
.· . · ..... i\).\-1~:,..~ .- . -

Jo<~';·· :j1--jc:'"i.;.ccle.r.:l p~1:r-"'"ieiI>ated i11 the de~:ch...1~en·~.:mce on Jc-suso T~1i1'f 

i'.) :~J.:i. ~:;~1e m.c1"e ,Pertin~nt r1hen applied to the :.::.:-::::.:.; of Je·::-:.:, who livoll 

·~;·.!::..l:.:; .-..-,.!1at:;;ovcT to ao at all with the condem.n2.t:i.oi2. ·. '.J:'hG p:~9sent-ck.;:,1 

c:.·c:·:iu:1 p9o:}J.c: e.ro even less open than e.n.y othe:i."s to a.lly ~.ccueic.tion 
J 

of r< ~:.··~icip::rdo.a in "'lihis matter. 

,J ,i L'::::c.1~ ·~~l.:i.:J r:s see clearly oiu- r:G.'lm;;<;:r -'.;o the assor-~ion tho/a a 
~ 

~·c-..::..':::;'.'l :r lie~ on -~he Jewish people as ~ wh?le q.nct a.~ a sort o:f pv.riish-

l 
. . 
•' 

IJC:Q.;;ilG ·.;1h~n Jes~s Himsalf ~pr2.yiad. for ·::.110.~e le.._· ~·0·ro who \"JQI'O il!l!!l.edi:":~

tc:!..J" ·.:t:,-;ocia:;;ed in His e:xecution: .11Fatho:C., he . rn.~..::.y:)d, forova them :for 

follov;ed hie 1Ia~ 

::.-~~:..~';; C::\:8.r.llple v.ncl .:cajec-ted as a sh::: ~-;r ~Jlasphem.y the iaea thc:>.t God re

;: .;c·~c·:i His peo:plO"o He gives tha ree.con for his st·::::.toaent: "Hes God 

di::;o\-;n;.1d his pegple? Nol God has noJc; c1isciwnet'i His people vihich f.rora. 

-'.;he :first I~e rec9g.1ized as His. God do@s not rcpe11-';; of the t::Lf .. &s He 

Ci"':''-'.: or o:: .. vi1c cc.lls He makes" .... There can be no tell:: .. l.ihox-efo:r·~ of a 

ti v i . :·Z: re~ ~~tiiof.1 . or. of. a. d.i~nG .curse ~n . the <:Je·.:1isl1 :ocople. . .. . ' kJ-f;u 
i 

c) :Bu·a then, on~ v1ill objec·~, v.•ha·iJ abou"li -'6he phrase in t~1~ Gospel 

~ccou."'l.·~: "His blood bg unon us end t:.pon ou..r c:tl.ild:r•::.m", end v1h::::.t about 
• ' :of' • ~ • 

•..;.: .. 0 ~ c~isp<'l"'cion cf. IE::ra.el ~11 ~ver ~ ~i;: .. G r.:orlu? I-'ti ro"L;._::; ·~ :: 2 st2tea ·t:1~t the 

.. ~.:;:..'r. · : of G-od is v~st enoi.1c;h to enco:-.1p~:.3S such an uncomprcbenC!ing cry 
• .... .... - .... ... ... 'W ... 

: _·.J~•,.n~:~.c.:.\1 Ul'lQ¢~ such c1ifi'icnlt circumste.ri.ccs .. Besides, hoia c::i.n one say 

·'-',.· ··· ···1 ···• .. .: ........ """'si·on -::11e e11·;:-.1."r0 Jev1ish no_nulacG s_nokc~? "'''"'""'"' u \.·~ t.i-:••> v~v-:.. _ .., v J.."' - .1..: 
Only_ ·1;ho s e v;ho 

\·;:::;,.".:i:.nr;sc,;i<r~~d directly with ' the aff~.ir s.nd y,iho cl~arly asouciated 

~-:..,_;;::-:.::...:,.~f.~-s.3 r0sponsibili ty ~or the dci::d;:hoentence which Pil2.te refused 

· to ~i:lculC.~r by, his symbolical· washinc of handso Age.iii. 5 r,·9. see' -~he.t ·the

:i.-~ .-:_·: ~.'be no question of involving .tha Jewish :people :..r1 this m~.tt,3r. 
' • 
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,.~ :.::.-. · .. ·•::: C~.:.r::. ~.'~o A aiu~l~~r fate oYcrtool: lil;~Y othor ru1cien ·t; poopleoo 

•• :-.:.J..; L : .l:e:z t:~c· Jcy;ish case so oxt:.."aorflinal"y is t h at ·!;his poonl.o heJ.e 
. I ' ~ . '"\ 

·=m :..:.·. ~:. r1;:.dr.~:;~.inca -'c;heir id-.en·'.;i·i;iy ~star ·so many htµic1rcds of ycc.:::s 
' 

·:::· .. :..·;; :.:_;_cit~t t~1cir · dispe:.::-cion. Let· :me sny: -'.;his subfrt a:.itial 9crse'\tel"'£.>.n

·.::: o ;: ·~ i:~. c J 0·.::i.:: "i1 z>Go ple Gt ands ou"'c; in ht.u:i~a h~:;:-~ory ~.s ~~:;. .:-:::ia~.:..orc1i-

·,;:~:'. . .:. ::i..iP-·tery .. In paz-·~ ws can.:im~1ers·~~.nd · i·~ from_ histo:.'j'~ tl1is il:'.. :::per

::!:!.G:! c ~: -':;he JoHs had as effect t:hc b::.."'inc;ing of ~Jonoth.c:;. c,..J. ·;;o me>.ny pco

;..'..:,:_; ~.:.c s ;;i t l1 ""c;his I.lonothei~m., -~ha . Old Tc~::trulcn·c a ruid i·'.::c 0ntira "t~~\M...t 
v-: ::·~ .:.::~:..:.:.- of ·i;hc i:?.:therly r~velc-.tion · of -Go~1 to His hwJ.c".Il ~hildrcn. · Ji.s 

of ·~ho Old 1\:;c~~3nt we.s mc.ae hnor;n to o ·~i:i.0r mo:n and wh~re.by some of 

".;h0 aiZ:.lo r:!li(·:::. ·God had in m::-.ldng tl1e :.:·c·v· el ati on , vrnre achieved . 

C~l'Gi't:.lly t "\i<;J ~;."0 :iot, ·Gouching upon the p~oble!l 0 -? - . 

~h~ r~· :.) ):."l:::?ibility of ·~hose Jewish lea_r1 ei~s '::'ho vi.ere i!!-.Jcl"dia.tely ~aso

ci~ . .-~.: a \·:i ·~h -~he · paszing of · the de~.th-sent0nc0 .on J.~sv..o. ·i.~1Gn .Christ 

p::."~'.yac1 :Z.:ir ·~heir forgiveness on ·~he erov.ncl th<:>:ii they k.Yl~..,-., not ,.,11~.t 

· they aia ~ it is obvious that he wao thin-:.:ing o:r soL.10 GU.il·li on their 

pci.:-c·t. 0 ... 1i~101''::.1 .. :::·:.; he woulcl h.avo ·no· g:round :for de;:;ic.na.ine their :p~1·don. 

:nu"'~ Lu :L :.··1e,~:~: ::; 01y subjoined t;:e GTOunc1 £or fo:;:-civ:S>r-~oss, c c .. lc l y ·;;heir 

no ·~ >~·~ :1inG \rh ::::::. ·;;h.~y were doin~. :Pe-~?:." o.nd Paul c.:..:.d C'.aris ... l.i 's othcl" 

~-i'v ::.· · - :.t:.:; 2.n ·~~ c\i$cipl es de?! t in -'.;he c~::rn nay v1it!1 -"._::1<? m1:l:tter . For 

·.; '.: .. : .. ; .. :.:.:'. ·. -'"o -:;:!eir audiences i n Je:rustle;il (com.pos0Cl of both J.ee0e:;."'s 

;·,-;. .. .:.:-0C ) °'..'..: ): wo knon that you ~:r: ·~,~~1 \'/ithout ~ea~izing Yihat you t_::e:re 
• . A t!::-11.i'-:\I 

f 1
. .i.. ' .,, • - • " • .... , • l 

('i. ~,:i.::. .... ~ ~~1is .!.o.c.ic. o roo. iza "ion ~onco:-ns ·c .. w .:-:..-:::::(ln~-:.: ::J in ... o vm1c .. 1 

·~: · ·_ :;_ .~:1.:1 0~0 i c::i. r..n<1 fO;c' Iilany re~sons. (Jna Ll r2,j."'Gicular V/t:'\S -'i;h0 

· • •• ..,., •. • ·•.·:· ·.:>_? ·~~:o .;.:.±'fair · or.i. ths na·tional :i-;:.: :;bl eu poced b;y- no:aci.n occupe.-_ ...,." · ·· .l,. _,..._., i • • -

-::i0:1 o:: ·~~1e Z=· :::;:~ .• 2: -'li~rrit<?ry. The lack of r cclizatiol]. is also and 

.t.. ' f:he l "Ck Of und.or•"+"""'(~ -'·,.., ;-,: Of {:"':e C . .J.-• • ~ 1·..., o-."' Je~·v.:s clli;,fly rel~-"~\!. ·~o v ~ ~ V~oio J .U.I_ vl4 - ~ - -

• -. .. 

---- ---
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·:~-~ --~ ~·~~ · .. :.:, ·:~.:; Son o:f God. Lu·;; let us no·t co::'!::!!;):i~; ,~:~ -':;:iOse points; 

.. :." :l~c·z- c: ::~l~m•:. ti on \7C•lL!-~ tQ.).~G us -~oo f~~ e.f:i.elr1. 

Ct·..:. .. . concl.usion woul.i:l. 'tho:;:eforc be ~a :follo:.1~: ·i'1•0·-•· \"''' ~·t· •·1e t'ia.-::-a - J.:-' .... '""·'"- ~. ... 

· -~:;::.;:. ·; "._;!10:1.:_' f. :l::;pc:reiol'i ~'l'llone_ e.ll poop~~s i ·o . i~ -Qlooo con1"l.c:<::!.c:..'l ni·~h 

._. .. __ · ; cu:c;:;_.., '.i:l.1.e Y:'J.ys in which ·i;;his z.ccv.sc.tion caz:.i g0 rebv.·t·t;ed m ... c, a.a 

""";; ~1c~vc ~:..:. id~ nC>.nifoid. It is ~~el"Gf o:ce nei tiler ccc::_co~17 nor >lis~ 

·:;o C!i '.riac 'qhich Jesus made or thG credibili -'c;y of tho Gospels. In 
~ . 

so rloinc · Or!O co:n.es into heed'lon·g collision with r;i1i.~:'i; Clu""istia.ns beli-. 

~·=··:·::!,. On0 r.::'.rJt tree:~ ·t;he convictiO!J-13 t:.i:d i.'>0li0:fs c:: i1is :fellov1 men 

1.:i·>1 :re~.;flOct 2.l1d ~rc:meration. To a.ct o·~ll.orv1ise v1otllc1 o:.1ly wii~en the 

it v;ould .:;i. ve the i;::1n'G G si on tho. t tlle - ... .. . 

;·-cci~.~2.·i:::.9!:.z :lg~ins~ JGv1s were n~ll-fQunded since the dG::;tructiolJ. of 

th0eo ~<:ct.1.;:,.:.~:~ions: could only bG- effected ·1;1u.~ov.j!l a do;iial of fa.c·~s 

ri:·:ic~ s·;;~~.11~1 :ls unde~1ia~le £0:;:- the b2liaf of a. Cil1·i~-~ia.~1. !0ien -'~l1ere 
cf tho -.}:.,;:::~: .tl1c Gospels t~J:k of -~he pc.:r"tic iputio;.1 of -t:,:_;.c le~.d er:::: 

~). ·::iri:.0, (tho so' that is -~o say, ,_·1no ::.•cally ::i~1:t~c~~1ated in 

·~~:.o Gosp~l:::i only · do so to bring· out "lihe innocence of_ Jesus 

the .. affair), I 
end there- r 

· 1-.. / <;o Ui.1.~c-rline the truth of His mission and His teaching. 
) . 

lo p9sitiOt]. Of 

-~:-,: CbX!.~ch ~ cs.n ·the Ecunenical Co·,:}ncil_ i:;,s::i.C an vneq_ttivoco.1 docle.re-

.. ~ '·h ..... · ..... ter:i""n"'"s ........ ··r"' ···'tinv collc'c"'civc r.: .. v.il t -',;;o ·i;h.e Jsv1i:::;h r)eoulei l•:'...,,.1 "\:i. ::i.11 Si.C. -" u """" ..1.t..1.... u -: . ~ , . • • 

. i:'or -~he Crucificion 9f JesU;J ere C;)H~l"a;-y to Catholic ·i;ee.cl)in:}? Can 

·:· .. j__.3 o~claration specify as_ error such charges .as the "deicl.C:e oi the 
. . t 

J~·wish people; 11 the 11bl~od curse".o-n the Jenish people, the relje~tion I 
of the Jcvdsh ,eople by· God t the consequent dis) ersal and ptmislment 

I .. 
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.·: J • .. '_;-::> ... _'.lno~.·"'J..-·"' . b"r Goa ""Y'ld ot11~r-'!'.,..l.·o _., _,.. · · ~ -- - ~.1 - ., • w...a.' ... v ..&.~: ~ • :..i~~C;lJ..n~;!J 

~ rJ ~.-~ ... ·, : .. -- :~ ~·:.~i tea 
:.r 

l 

to 

.... ': .. ~ . " . .. 
~.}.. ..:..:~~"~rdn Catholic teachfngs, n~tably the ca·~cchicm o:f ·~!10 coun-.. 

.. '::v Ccnui"nc· loye i~p4ies -~:1:::'c Jev:o bi~ acce1rt;ca.yas Jews. T~1rou£:)1ou·~ 

t~1~ c~i~tt~:·::..cs cur :peopl.a 1~~1:c paid 3uch a hic;:1 price in' ~uff,n·i=-•ti. c:nd 

~::::--:..·. ::.'o.on :?01· Pl"osorvine the coven~n"u · ru}c'l tho lecc.c~- ~~ hol~:::· :J 2 ~n 

:L:.:..-~::.1 and d~~iot~cn. ~l'.lu.s, it i'3 otu' sincere b.c·:u~ ·cJ:i'!~·:; i:he-· J2)cv.:1.cmicci.l 

c;c·,: !c il would e.cknor.il~dge the interc;.ti-~y and p0l ... m.c.non·~ i:::-~cio-i.~_sn·?.i::a or 

the principle idea~ expressad 

uy Secrc·t;:;>.:ciat f or u~e in the 9ouncil. ~le can hope, 

;-~c.~\{ C:.!i.d, ·~hn·L the cohcil will a.c·i;u.c"1.lly mc.ke ·~hcr:i its own. ·The S..:i

t;rc-;;<.ir:.at has r.ccorcingly a.voi,1ed me:;:-cly nega"'.;ive o·~atcn.ents snCi hc.s 

cL:, .... ;n a .i.)0.8i-ci'!.·0 tone :::::.nd ~ought to b:!.":hnJ; ov.Jli the roots o:f Christi-
. . 

~::.~. -.:·:, j,n <;11..:: Olli •r0sta:aent. Li ;:;.11 s:!.ncer::. ty ruid ·to cc-.;·i2.t e mistmdgz-

:-;,·~:..:.~d:~nG:...: ·:i0 1~1.?.Gt naturall~· b:.."ii:lG out tbe later ·aev-cl0:>,1entn in the 
. . . 
. :: ~ ,' ~: _:. 'I !. .:. . •o 4" .1<:: 

l{-'-i·:.: .:J ;'~::!~l i.~·.r -'.;o t:!J Cc.t}1oli·cs ~fro:: l?!''Jc.r·!1L:..:.~ :.rn-:1 :i~:or:1 -.: :::JG enhe~ical 

~~ .. '; ~ 1:t'.ct:Lo.r.. . I cC•l1.t oe~. qv.i te clec.1,l;:/ vr}lr.:t usai'ul ~v..nction i·t: ct.n ser~ 

-~ ·.: . :::'c· ::: the !H :.::' p '? El e \'l\3 hc.ve iil oealing with this prob}. ea. It do~s not 

l '1 •. :-J1; -~h·~ o"ojec·~ive (£;uil t of the l e.r:.c-i c:ro oi the people , Qf' t!.1ose 

supc~"'ficial evidence gene~calizations which ·orinc:; con·tenpt 

I 

t 
I 
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.... 0~·1 .. ( ~ . 1 . " . . . . . 
_i_,;;;· ~,_._ .• ~ • :::or ~z:,..m.p 0. ~ · r~~&"l'C ne~c;~'ibo:d~o~rlp l1~'..V"::: .. a l1i[):\:~1~ cr:J.a~ ::...~a·ii?; 

.;:.;~~~:L~:.:'::- :(··:·re ~· r::G;:;::i:·oos ~~ro ii1h9ren·tly crim.iaal; ·-.:i m::my J·c...-;s rrerG· t'!.st.ri"'c~e,.-:_-: . 
. . ~ - . . ' . ..... . ,_ 

..... .... , .. ~· ..,..., ,. ...... .. .. . : ·· . . 
· i: •• . _;; ... :" ... c'.;.'? ,_,_1:;., .,:z :.:,_re 2n;1.ereni;J.y mercenc:.ryo ·Guch. 6/o::noraliza.Ji;iono

9 . : "' - . . 

i~: l'.~:''!'. a ·c~<~1:: l;'.r;~Gzc!:!l<nit·· oi :µ·1 · -~h~ :t::1;·~g ~· b1"ing co~1·i;:~1~1p . ..:.; u~on groups ... 
........... l . .! ,-. * - • , .. ... .-- .:..' • . • ' . • • - ... • • • ' • • • • 

,.;.... : _~(· ..:.r..:21 .. 1 , _.,.::J.s, c..ru_ r .oen:torce uhe very co~'lu:i.·cions i.i:1:-~ ~:~1 3.~e used "'~o 

· j':'..:-J:~:Lf~r t !.:.a g-zner~.liza,ti~oll ~ ·muzt be 
• • • • • ' ' • I ' . ' . ' • 

; ... . 
as C,., ~. -r·i· -'-·y • 

l.i. ':"- IJ ' 

l 

: ... -~ .~- ~'"'..:'.''' "';._,.,·,,. ,.,,.,.t~r.··~ ·1-·o o·.,,.;.,e.;, -i.,;,,;., .. ~ 
... - - .... ...-\.L~~ AL~-:. c;.:;. "C~;~ "' . fl,u, .L- .L.!.V....!..:..I..;;;.I.!..!. 1-H~:i.ngs by choosing ·cli_ ,3 1~or:;;t ilrt01"• . . . ' ... 

th~:i1".·. ~oohav_io~, .'(f?i, exr;>.mple ~ :tlrn . J<ms a1"0 philru.r"!;hropic:: . 
: :•-· .... . · ... : . <° o::::;.J~j' 1·: ,!Qf~l!..DO 

... ~ 

l> 

. !· .. 
: I • 

I 

' ·. ~ 
' . • l ; 

.s:.~?~:·,~ ~;.::_.:~::::.t~\:7..1.~ to . this . .-q,u;as·~i~n : we, irm~'gt. im..me<1iat'ely s~-...y ·i;h~t ;(;he. ·c?t~'l- .. ·;_' . f 
<: · .. : .. : .... ~~ ::.:n._ ::'<r,: . .'r_;s in im.'1.dam.~1i-'11al_ t~rms t __ he··a·u:ty-o.f justice.-. ~ ~--.. u·'·11 <md lo~ -- · r ~ v.-:_ 1.11 . ~ . . • . •• ,;·>. ·. ~ 

• , .. •.;;::.;,L.:-cic1.J.ly towards .·~he Jew:lsi1 ·people~· ' Bt~·ii -~h-a council ca~not . 1)ossib~ r , ' ., . . . . . ... . . . : . ~ . . . . . ~ 

--~ -;j' c._f'/:J.l'.'l;. ·. ·~o ·. g~·~ dOVlll "'-:;o . det2.ils•'· ":to'U. )7ill -tUlde:rs·i;z.nd ·(;hi G when I · re.:.. :· . .' . t 
. . ·'· • , . if;.c.~t'.11\.v~ · • I · . . . f 

c r:·ll . the.·t origi.!1ally .·seven;\iy .Long.::;8.:r:::t.~.;;.s- we1 .. e p2~eparoc1 co"rering :so.:n.e ·.. ! 
. ,,,,.,. .. · '.. · .. . i. 

-~ ~-.;o _·;;!:.ou~;;;.r~'c printed pagss ! The Cot11l.c il has to keep boi'o:-:--e · i .!:;c ey_es . · · ! 
. . . ,. I . ' ' • •· • . . . j 

·.-~h E· '.m··~L»:: nrea of Cathol.ic life ··1n tE0 entir~. \"iO:i."la to5~,~.,:.;1rnX' \'1'1 th i·lis . :· 
. •. ' - . . ~ 

-- .· ... m:.:.l ·ii:L·;:;le 2:..ruJ diif t:-~ring -problems • . Via h:~.ve· · no·ci 1j1clc1 s Council for ~bout· .:;-.. ; '. 
~ '. •• '. • • • • ~ . . . • : 'I" • • 

:-. . one' ';.~ ~ti1c1:.~:;('; :'/02.rs ! ·Jn ad di -t;io~~- , •, t _l11.3 ~Gishovo ~t ' the. COUi.i.C il ntlli.O~:-C ·m~·~}.!_(; 
·:.:, , t·;;? ··(:<:.n ·i;':iu t~1o·~s:?.i'!.d t Cor4eetJ.:'.·en·~ly .J'.:t : will be c1e2.r ·to you. :i;h~·!i ~~he ··.· :>-.\:}'l· 

: . ·: . -~ . l 

. ••• , , . ' : ., • - "'lo• . • ,·, ••' 1·.(> t · ,.... ._ , . • 1' , 'f·~'\C ·:- ·.:i.:: .. ; 
(:(y,~.::.ci_ 2:::.-~t~;·~~ ::.10ceszc.ri_y corc.::u:.(~ :i.;·~.s·E: ·.i. . ·o· rv-neat!l~!n~ce 1ssuG90 --~ · :.'.//1,'J 
' • • J · • . - •· . ·' . . . • t ' · ;i. • " ' 11 · ,. · .;. r ;'; ·· ., ,.,. -· ~ 1 '· .... ,:~•·c . 1. -:nr -~•ot.·;n -.:·-t.1:-i.ri0-l. ··'!~ea, l!ll'~n;·. s ex·c mo~.:-,,:;:19n-c;s i> Yl.i11cn 'ii1 " ... ·:· •. 

' ..... . . . 
,1· _ .... ,. ... . ·:1 

- ~~-;:~~:~:.::~·::··~;~1e-:~1~;:~~~· w:z-l~: i:.1:-ap1Jli'.;·~ticn .o:O: jv.c·i:i·::0, ind of lc\i_e ·,to ·. '..?;:l_! 

;
;_: __ ~:. ~.;:~-~-;.:._.~_:_f .. ~,--,·_:_.·_.r._:-.. ~:_ ... ~ .. :·'.~.--.. _:,_.:··:·_.: : · :.;,_::,_:- · i ·clc.·t.i>?HS tc-·;:;-/€G.!l .indiY~Q1.'.al -: T.l~;~~~~ ~S .·nou.:ri::;!·~r:::-:d b;y- ov.r Co;;:.;i'~s- :· :~ .-.;.'l 

~ -- ; : - t· _: ~~:-::.-. ~:- .. ~:. :_ ~- :_ . .' :. ( - - - . - - :~-- : · ~~·~ .. ~~·.;;~:.f 
··.:. .. : . . _-:_.: .·;,:;~ · .,--: ,., :, 0~~~1 :p~::.ct-1sor··~ 'bS" ov.t.-2~01 .. ·el~ Theoloe;Y.1.::;1td . "bJ ... · Ct'~·tecl·~')tical. In~t;uJ:·:e:±~:.-:.;~·( £ 

·i~-~~ !;;' ::::-:_.~f?': ·. ~~o:::~--To: ~ o f~on·:· • hovie~e; ·, ;· -ina {l~· ... :~~;~i-~:h_~'~·o:n:· J~o . · so~ i~i g.20.v.~s ·. o·r_. :~~~,:'::~If~·)_ [ 
I ; . · • i 

·::·. '_ '. :'. __ -_ ·. . DOOD20J · is . ncl''C . brough·~ ou.t • · 'l:his is ·i·~i'v.e; 110-'li only of t}}cir e.p:plic2tio~/ .: f 
~}'<j:·ff"j-'{·~~ ;:: ~; .. ~1:0 Jc-i;i~1{· nec>Die." · ?6r:' hor; ·:i.one ·:ri -~~~«~ : :i.11 -how ·mmiy ·com1trieo hc.ve , ...... f, 

·- ,_ , ... ! ::'. ,,,.,. .. ·,-- 0~·-r". ·-: . c/' ;ttle~± n~iG}ibS~:~s: d~· :il~:r-~O.it;·~Y ~~em,i'csl Tlie ·re"::tlizntion: .. :···i 
·. · · =~- , ;, ;,£:;_ -:'.~" ,~onsh~~s-.;E Q~ jl~It'1:'. s; ··~icil -fl~w • from ~hem . iS. b_e- -•· J ~. . .~ 

r: .• 
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c.livc only o·liep by si;0p. And men hc.•re ·~o 

: . ; .~· :: " .; ::;? !:1::;.uy crv.ostio~s such e.s J11ho;; '.) tu1~~ :r nw:!":.i..::r 2 b -- point 

··~; .. ::·:::.~t- ./ ·:c. r.:::.any _more iii.ll.'!.e.5.ie::to ~nc~ p.t·<ix.ila~.-~~ c2.u£00 of misunc1cr!:it1;:.n-

·:· ·:.:: '. :~.~1·~ .->::· ir~:.i.~ .. ·1i".rl ri; ... i ... +1oi1r.: . 'c·'---,,1- 'f 1· •·• 1· "o , 1·h · · .t> - - - "".. ·-- .:. , :.'""-·· ·'·~ .. . s. \·::!'.'one ··i. i:::sc~c ·~ z c12ie ..... 
. ·'.·.· .·.·~ . .-i -:. ,· e·._. · -: ·:~o! • in "'"'i'···,..,,_,y -,., ~ --· ~ >.. o "' · ~ 1 "' ., - - v..... """"'- _·,1J....:. ;;.~;v.:3 s urc"·c, ::.n lilC u-os_r> e..!.. ~c-

·; .; ~-."l t , :· · ~ :.:· .:.::;::-:.:_:-;:!.c ~ '::hese religious ~<:'!.ni:ec iu so :f:: :~· c.s they · o.?c c~c1-

0·~:.r: (; f/ { o ::·~ :: ::. ·;:!.C~· ~.l' :;) not ) c.rc often ·me:reJ.y a.n ~xcup::i ·:>.:.1d a veil to 

-.:~i -~ .~. ' :;:;. .... ·. : . ·. :i..·~ is no c1 if:f "1•ea·!; :fro::.i ·;;~10 one oiJt £>.ining betwe~n the -.r2.

:;:i ~ .... '. :. c~~:.: ::..:;·j i.::..i.1 <;;onfrJssions ;. thcro ·t':-.; rtt'L15t r::;·:1·iva. 'Gh1 .. ouc;h an e'1uca.ti-

·-·· .. ,. , 
' -' - ... :..."""" 

·.;:.:.-:; o=<ccu:t;ivo c.ction , to brine· ag0'! .. 1.t tll<:: ..:;::i;jectiv~~ re~uestg, so 

~~ : c,·.i.:i · en·(ij.•usted vii th the. teachil].C :r.1:i. !: .. ::::..0n ~z1CT. :moral diccip-

ut· ·~~. z. \..: ·:.:.~c21 
I• 

CG."'.~ .?:C~~~l.n ::;_...,°i~ ...... ·-------· .... 

... 

-- :iiUCh as t QaclHll's s cc·nfcs sore _.. 2.nC: tho:::;<? HhO c:·cn·i; 

would e:xert their au-thori ty to conde:!L."l ·~'hG sins 

th~.t ,... 

' -.;·:~.::. Cvtmcil cc.n.."lot go into ·c::.ll pe::::"G:i.cul8.ri tie s c:..1d c1e·c:::.ili:; . You lm.o\': 

tl C ·~ l r i·ae~ fo~ ~n ad~.nt~~i·on OT_-·~:ir_·~ -'~11e. l'ope mid · · ltl ounc-1.!: lc.~1~ }? o--" ~ - ~4 ... J." - .. 
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'i.; j '_i.; .:=. z~;·~ t;l~ ::. ~-~ -~i:i:J pha..ise 0f -~h:.: \V(irl:'o 0"GhCl' C);:.1-'J.:";tion s CA.'.li. i1ot "co 
.... i 
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•...dd to conversation ,..;~ th J ev1i sh Sci1ols.rs page 9a-

' • 

Tile Chair on "Religious and racial ·i n t e r-group re la t~ons 11 

:. · .::.1Y •. .:.a by the .iU;lerics.n .Jewish Committee (under the di::cection of 

~::..-·oi'~ ~sor i\lineber g ) and ti.13 Ch ai r of Social 1fe t:C.1.odology, endo~·1ed 

·;,y CaNiinal Cushing (under d irection of?r'o.fessor 11-iorlio~1, Presicient 

of t n-c Univer s ity of Soci.al Studies' ) are · a basis for t'ui~ther develo:,?-~ents . 

I'hr~y . .:.;:•o sponsored by the American Pro Deo Council and ~1,e to .be 

:i.:..:~le;·:.cnted 'by special deparfanents of J"udiac studies, inter-Christian 

;;.nd v.'orld religion; studies. ~\hen finally coordinated in e.n inter

r eli,sious center for civic c ooperation at the int.ernational Pro Deo 

Uni ve:.rsi ty o:r Rooe a·nd strengthened b y research ·or inter-religi ous 

co::.:Jittee.s f or civic cooperation of the American Counq~l they can 

fu~ni$~ the necessary textbooks and o tner publica tions and educate 

i; i:B . r.e cassa 1"y specialists i'or the lone; rang e work of over-coming 

1)rej11dice and mi sunderstandings . Th is wi ll certainl y be welcomed 

·cy cr1U.rch .:.u·chorities . 

f ,, 

t 
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Concerftins; 41 Now I come to the last point. About a )'ear ago 

during a preee-conf erence of mf.ne at Muntoh I etatad that the 

Council would, U poeaible, find concrete formulae in order to 

realize the ma117 appeal• leaued b)' at leaat the laet ·tvo Pope• 

that all men of good will should unite la order to tackle togetb• 

er .tbe ·aolution of the painfully big problems that loom on th• 

human boiizon. Such a realisation of our human relatf.onablp• 

underline• the fact that we are together ae men in eoaaewhat tbe 

•ama manner and spirit ea we have heard deacrlbed at the Agape · 

meeting, that le to •llY"•• in the Civic Unity in freedom under 
.. ~ J 

Odd.· The desire to partf.oipate in auch encounters and bollabora

tlon: repraaent• a real ieod of toda7 felt deeply by many • 

. , . 1 We muet ho~ and r.aearch ao that gradually ve find the cor• 

rett1path to tread in thl• matter -- although it ta not eaay to 

find~ it. On the other band, one •hould 111ot wait until Church 

authorltiee found and undertalca the dlruaotlon of wch an initi

ative. Cathollo Unlvereitf.aa, (I am thinking, for example, of 

th• ~tholic University of Washington), are not founded nacesaarf.

ly ~.by the Holy See but bJ 'thoneaimect:latol7 and localJ.7 intereatecl 

. in 1.1such project•. Stuclf.~•· auch •• thoaa which have bean proposed. 

he~.e ~will only come aa ttia .reeult of long and friendly collabora

tion. 

~ ' 
The Chair on "Rallgiou• and racial. inter-group relations" 

en.dpwed by the American .lewf.eh Committee (under the direction of 

P~e,sor Kllneberg) and 1~ha Chalr of social Methodology, en
~dnb1 cardinal CUablng. (under direction of Profesaor Morlion, 

Pr~,i~ent of the Univera~~ of Social Studiea) are a baaie tor--:--
furth,r davalopant•. . Tb•1· are apooaoracl by tha American Pro\ · . 

. . . . •' . . \ . / 
, .~' I] 
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Council and al'8 to be imple11anted by apeoial etudiee of inter• .. 
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Herrn 
Frof. Abr. J. Heschel 
3080 Broadway 
N.E.Cor.Broadway and l22n~ Street 
N e w Y o r k 27 I N.Y. 

U. S. A. 

Sehr wrehrter Herr Professor! 

q·~p~~ ~-

~ 24. Jan~ar 1964 

Erst heute 1st es ::iir .'.lloglich e.uf l!·:ren Brief vom 22. 
November eine kurze Antwor~ zu geben. Sie weroen verstehen, daJ! 
es in ~en 1r agen der Diskussion r'! er Schemata uber oen Okumenis
mus nicht woglich war, inich anderen Arbei ten zu win.men unc daJ3 
~ch euch w~hrena ~er ~onzilszeit eine solche Menge von Korree
pondenz angesam.melt hatte, ~aa ich viele Wochen brauche, um sie 
neben der anderen Arbeit her zu erleni5en. 

Nun zu lhren Ausfi.ihrungen. Ich ~s1:ehe, da13 ich nicht recht 
einsehe, wie man sich an den Worten: 11et-si :-'J>uli electi magna pars ' 
usw. stossen kann. Diese Worte sollen ja nichts anderes bedeuten, 
als daB sie zeigen, aaa man aus dieser Tatsache -und eine Tat
sache ist es doch- nicht schlieSen kann, da~ das judische Volk .. 
von Gott 'Maledictus sei. Wann wir im Dialog mit den Protestanten 
sind, dann wird kein Protestant es tibel nehmen, wenn wir ihm sa
gen, aaB die Protestanten nicht zur katholischen Kirche gehoren, 
gemeint der romisch-katholiscben·. Ebenso wenig kann man es uns 
Ubel nehmen wenn wir sagen, daB das judische Volk bis jetzt in 
seiner groae~ ~ehrheit nicht sich Cbristus zugewandt habe. 

Auch die Worte "non a toto popolo" konnen m.E. nicht miB
verstanden weroen; denn man wirft nem jtidischen volk vor, aas 
-Volk als solches sei sc~ul~ am K.reuzeston Jesu. Wenn man also dan 
daraul' saet, daB ni cht aa~ ganze Volk aaran schuld ist, so ist 
wiederum nicht e ingeschlo~sen, daB aie Majoritat des jtirl.Volkes 
daran schuld gewesen sei • 

Mir scheint alsc, sehr verehrter Herr'. Professor, ~ie le
gen in die Worte mehr hinein, als ~am.it gemeint ist Wld suchen, 
oder halten wenigstens fur mbglich,eine Deutung, die fur des jti
dische Volk anstoBig sein k~nnte. lch denke aoch, ~a~ die bloae 
Tatsache, daB unser ~ekretariat diesen Entwurf uberhaupt vorlegt, 
zur Genuge zeigt, daB er aus Wohlwollen und Liebe hervorgegangen 
ist, aaa also jede MiB~eutung, die eine andere Gesinnung voraus
setzt,nicht am Platze ist. lch werde aber l hre Ausfilhrungen dem 
Plenum unseree Sekre~ariats vorlegen unrl sein Urteil dafur entge· 
gen neh.men. b.w. 



··:··._ .... ~:.~~":,; .... ·~:.ii._-:-; . . . :-~7· 
.. -:·· .- ·. ' .•. . -; ... 

-· .. - • ' I ' 

Der Entwurf hat sicher noch nicht seine letzte Porm er
reich t, in oer er in ~er nachsten Konzilsperiode den Kon
zilsva tern vorgelegt werden wird. 

hiit deai besten Dank fur lhre Au.sflihrungen un<i den 
besten Wlin schen f Ur lhre Arbeiten, bin i ~h ~it vielen GrU 3en 

Ihr ~ehr ergebener 

~ Uu jl!~ dA/ kc... 
I} 

J 
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(TRANSLATED FROM GEI_tM,AN) 

Professor Abraham J. Heschel 
3080 Broadway 
N.E. Corner Broadway & 122nd St. 
New York 27, N. Y. 

Dear Professor Heschel: 

I ~~ 

~ 
( ~-

I ~ .. 
/ 

l _anuary 24, 1964 

Only today am I able to answer briefly your letter of 
November 22. · You will understand that during the days when 
the schema on ecumenism was being discussed I could not de· 
vote myself to other tasks, and also ·that during the Council 
session .so much correspondence accumulated that it will take me 
many weeks to take care of it alongside my other work. 

Now as to your observations: I must confess that I don't 
quite seer~how anyone could take exception to the words '-'etsi 
populi electi magna pars •.• rrl After all, these words · serve 
no purpose but to show that from this fact--and a fact ~t is-
we cannot conclude the ·Jewish people to be "maledictus" of God. 
When we engage in a dialogue with the Protestants, no Protes~ant 
will object to our saying that the Protestants do not belong to 
the Catholic (meaning the Roman Catholic) Church. Byythe same 
token, no one can object to .our saying that up to now the bulk 
of the Jewish people has not turned to Christ. 

Again, the words "non a toto populo"3 cannot be misunderstood, 
in my opinion; for the -Jewish people as such have been charged 
with the guilt of the Crucifixion of Jesus. Thus, when we reply 
that the people as a whole are not guilty, this .. dees not imply · 
that a majority of the Jewish people ~ guilty . ·,.· ·::; 

Thus it seems to me, dear Professor Heschel, tha·t you are 
reading more into the words than they mean, and that you are 
looking for an interpretation which might be offensive to the 
Jewish people, ·or at least think such an interpretation possible. 
I believe the mere fact of the Secretariat's submitting this 
schema shows it to have grown from good will and love, so that 
any misinterpretation presupposing any other attitude is in
opportune . I will, however·, submit your observations to our 
Secretariat in plenary session, and obtain its judgment. No 
doubt the schema has not yet reached the final form in whi~h it 
will be submitted to the Council Fathers at the next session. 

1. i.e. "even though a large part of the chosen people • • . " (G.S.) 
2. "accursed" ( G. S.) 
3 . "not by the whole people." (G.S.) 
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Thanking you for your observations and with best wishes 
for your work, I . am, 

Cordially yours, 

(signed) Aug.Card.Bea 



. . . .. ... . 
. ...... 

./ ~ ... 
Roma ~4 February, 19§4 ....... . 
V111 del Corridori 64 

Prot: R ft~b 8 /6L 

Professor Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, 
1be Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
Northwest Corner 1 Broadway and 122nd Street, 
New York, New York 10027 USA 

Dear Rahbi Heschelz 

His Eminence Cardinal Bea has asked me to express 
his appreciation for yours of 29 January. 

'Illis evening the Secret ariat commences a two--week 
plenary session with all of the bishop-members. 
We are evaluating tht "interventiones" of the 
Council ~ath9rs, in erder to re-<ira~ the ~cwnenism 
schema. We want to assure you that we shall 
give seri ous conside1ation to your remarks. con
cerning certain phrases in the chapter on Catholic
Jewish rel.a tionships, 

With profound esteem and the assurance of our 
kindest regards, 

~·-

. , . 
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COPY 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 EAST 56TH STREET NEW YORK 22. N. Y. 

"PARIS· OFFICE 

30, r\Ml lo Boetie 

Paris VIII 

Hllrch ·9, 19()4 

To: Hew York Office 

Prom: Zacbm:lah Shuacer 

. Subj : Ectmenical Council 

OD my laat viait to aome Lut weet I feuad a atrona breuo of optimiaQ 
Wlth ngard to the 1tatu of Clbapter• 1¥ and V of the acbema on Bcumellis:l 
deaUng vith the attieud• of the C&thollc Church toward Jewa and rell• 
gioua liberty• 

According to moat reU.able bforaaation l waa able tc• o~taln, th~.aa 'tWI;.: 

chapter• are definitely acheduled to be presented to "the third aualon 
of the Bcumenical Council, begimd.ug on September 14. 1 vu toll that 
ioatructiona tc thu effect were given by Pai.il VI. 

Tba Secretariat cm Chri•tlan untcy, under the pre.a1denc1 o! Cardinal n~~ 
wll!ch .. t for two vaeka alld concluded 1ta ae.attona on l'riday, March c-i , 
exmined le detail the texta of both chapter• on the baa1• 0£ the Suci;Cs
tiona and aendatlou submitted by bbbopa from all over the vorld •i~~ 
the termiaatton of the second sesa1ou and at the request of ·the lead~-
ahip of the Council. I wa1 tntoriled that the Secretariat ha1 dacidetl t ·.'.l 
1~\·e the aubatantlve part of Chapter IV intact. now~ver:t the lntToduc~~i-:>!i . 
which daals with the theoloatcal reaaons for this declaration. wu found 
tr.adequate aiJd, tbare1o", thi• part of .the declaration llight :,., all~ 
partially elimlnated or altered; but l vu aseur~ that tile dcclarattc~ . 
. "'11)Uld 'tQtain the apirlt and d•termination of th.a tut propo•ed. 

When I inquired ae to what vaa done Qout tho wo pusafjes to the propoa -
ed declaration whlcb !lad been objected to by Prof. Heacbel in h1a.dnarc!4e 
with C.l'dinal Bu and Haar. Willebranda during his la$t vi.lit co lolae, I 
vaa ln.foimed tbat lt waa found difficult at the present •tea• to make tn~ 
requested altei-atioui but it was felt by the Secretariat tbat if read ln 
che contex~ - of the declaration theae pusagea ahoul~ not ;w: cau.se to 
any a~rehenalon on the put of Jen. 
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Another change that vill likely take place with regard to Chapter IV 
ls tb4t instead of being de•cd.bed u a "chapter" it will form an 
appendix to the ac:hema on EcumenS.em. Th11 will probably be to meet 
the objection that ecwaenlsm 1a prlmarlly intended to ere.ate new rela
tlo~·. betwea Christian reU.giona and not vith ~.thertt. · 

lt 18 abo poaalb.le that at the end of. Chapter IV one or cwo· paragraphs 
will be devoted to the lalaadc religion. thi• too ~~probably intended 
to meet the objection· "ttiat· vaa raiaed durU& the ·~~~ aeaJlon: that 
Islam a.a a monot~eietlc religion ought to be ref err~ .to to a schema on 
~~nta t.f lt ' deal• ·with any other aon"."Chriatlall group • . 

\ . . 
$.CM .of my aaurcea Who had been· deeply depreaaed at the end of these
cond eeaalon and wbo are dealing directly with thie matter, have aow aa· 
eured me that they look hopefully to tbe tbi.1'd aeaeton. iCY own gueaa 
for the reuo~ of thla. ~e 1• that the Vatican and the. Pope himself 
have realiaed that the Clmrch la not tD a poaltion to go back on the 
propoaed declaration, vhicb 1• 110W an official "amen do~UMnt aloQ& 
with Chapter V, and thu dlailluioD public opinion througholit the 

· wo'tld which •av to theae cwo cMJ)tera the ~·t alga~lcant •igu of a 
renewal of the Chui-ch ~ ~- ln the largut aenae of ·the tema. 

1 have reuoD to believe that the demarches made by the Cerc1ioala of 
the v.s. due to our lnterveution aa well aa . the apprOQ.chu by the lea
dership of the A11~e to .major eccl .. iaatlc persoualltlea of the Chu~h 
iD ha.nee have helped ln. bri03iDQ about tbis· c~e of climate in 1Gm2. 
I am •1so informed by .Mr. Kax Gott•chalk of .Bruseela tbat ~ tc hi• ln
tenention the leaderahip of the Church in Belgium hu taken appropriate 
action. However. 1 vu told by ., ~ourc~ in Rome that ~be v.-tican is 
t.p~eeaed by tha ' forcea of public opinion bebiad the declaration on reli
stou. liberty, but . there llisht be ne~ed more 1uch presaµro with re15ard 
to Chapter IV aDd the Jeva. lt. va• suggeeted tbat •cae .•tatementa oi
edltoriala iu prominent publlcatloue at the appropriat~ time on the 
subject of the cleclaratioo might be helpful la convlv.ciog the Vati.can that 
the allQe attitude exist•. coucerni113 thia iseye. 

Another indication of the change in attitvde 119 the fortbcomlag address o~ 
Cudtaal Baa at a pllbU.c ceremony cloetng. the exbibi~ cu ~DWilenta Judaic 
in Cologne. vbieb vt.11 take place oa SWlday. March 15. The Cardi.Dal is 
going there vltb Mlgr. Villebraa.ds, the Secretary of t~c Seere~iat on 
Chrtatlan Unity; and thare were reports in lome that Cardinal Koenig of 
Vienna and other high ·Churcb dignttarie9 ft'Qll Germany aoo Au.td.a might 
b.-pretent. · 1 was tclcl tba.t Cardinal Bea aav the :fope on the. subject of· 
hla addreaa, &ad .received advice fr.om die ·Pop• u to the muaage be ta t~ 
deliver at thia event. 

I a plamllng to go to Cologne to' attend thia ceremny, and vill COtlllllll.i• 
cate '4th JOU im:lediately &ftervarda. 

Dr. Slawaon 
cc: Dr. Segal, Hr. Danzia labbt·' Tanent>aum 

I. 
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Why is so much attention paid to what Vatican II is going 

to say about the Jews? Are we Jews in need of recognition? God 

~ 
Hirilself has recognized us as MaB people. Are we in need of a 

"Chapter" acknowledging our right to exist as Jews? Nearly every 

chapter in the Bible expresses the promise of God's fidelity to 

}\\~ 
tJ,a.t..e covenant with our people. 

It is not gratitude that we ask for; it is the cure of a 

disease affecting so DlaD)' minds that we pray far. As a Jew it is 

----~-· __ ...._.;,_ ... , 

• . Y 
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my profound concern that those who worship God and the institutions 

dedicated to His service should be free of contempt for, and hostility, 

to any individual or group of human beings, regardless of race, 
I 

color and religion. To be sure, the Jewish peopl·e is the father 

and mother of the very being of Christianity. The children, how-

ever, did not "rise up ·and call her blessed" (Proverbs 31:28); 

instead, they called the mother "blind", "cursed", "a. deicide 

people". Many Christian spokesmen act and speak as if they did 

not know what is said in the Ten Commandments: "Honor your father 

and your mo_thei;"; others act and speak as if they suffered from a 

spiritual Oedipus complex. 

t>~·op\.t 
Our ~ throughout the ages was b •• !iii AU!flcalt ies, 

exposed to libels, persecutions, pogroms, the Inquisition and the 

Nazi extermination camps, yet we have kept faith with the God 'of 

Abraham. The certainty that being a Jew is of both eternal and 

immediate significance is our daily bread. We continue to stand 

at Sinai even in the sight of Dachau. We are God's stake in human 

history. His blessing is our destiny,: l:._) 

'1- ,.. /( f'\;\.1 l7 I t 
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In our own days the darkness, the disaster that have come 
I 

~.· ..... .: 
upon our people with the extermination of si.X million pEe~le, 

compels all of _us to ponder the prqphet's questionl: ''Watchman, 

what of the night?" 

Th.is is a generation of dismay. There has never been so 

much guilt and distress, agony and terror. Man's right to pray, "YV'\A'°f11~ -y1·jw'T 

to believe in God, the Father of all men, may have been destroyed 

H ~u e "' s 
in Auschwitz. In ~ holocaust .,. M""0 r1'aeu8' in which only 

millions have been slaughtered, hundreds of millions were spiritually 

involved. Men of faith all over the world are called to make an 

agonizing reappraisal. We have also learned the ·evil power of evil 

· words. What begins as a canard ends as a catastrophy. 

It is a source of anguish to many Catholics that, to quote 

Father Robert "W. Gl~ason, S.J., "some Christians made unholy use of 

the New Testament to teach a doctrine of contempt for the Jews". 

Yet, Father Gleason maintains,. "the Christian who accepts such 

contempt was no longer a Christian ... The man who believes that the 

Jewish people is worthy of contempt, let alone of persecution, is 



not only a criminal; he is an apostate from the Christian· faith: 

such a viewpoint is apostasy from before the face of the most high 

God." 

As .fl; was stated by Cardinal Bea on the floor of the Council, 

the Nazi holocaust ''would have been almost impossible if some of 

the claims of the Nazi propaganda did not have an unfortunate effect 

even on faithful ·Catholics, the more so since the arguments advanced 

by that propaganda often enough .. . were drawn from the New Testament 

and from the history of the Church. 'nlus, since the Church in this 

Council is striving to renew itself, as John XXIII of venerable 

memory said, it seems imperative to take up this question ... It is a 

question of rooting out from the minds of Catholics any idea which 

remain fixed there through the influence of that propaganda." (Xavier 

Rynne, p. 220£) . 

It is, indeed, one of the peculiar features of human existence 

that the past does not altogether vanish, that events gone by may 

hold us in their spell to this very day. The power of that infinite 

N i · its propaganda and 11final solution of the Jewish problem" az crime, , 

is not easily liquidated. It would be a dreadful mistake not to see 



the pa s t in the pr~sent tense. 



.. 

. ·Wh~n the announcement was made to the Council on November 19, 

1963 that Cardinal Bea would introduce Chapter IV of the schema 

on ecumenism on the "Attitude of Catholics toward ·non-Christians, 

part·icularly toward the Jews" and Bisli'op ·de Smedt Chapter V on 

"Religious: Liberty", . the" news was greeted with tremendous applause. 

In the opinion of some observers there was nothing quite like the 

sp~ntaneous . response on thi~ occasion. Nothing the Council had 

discussed so far generated so much warmth of feeling. This was 

interpreted both as a tribute to the speakers, personally, Cardinal 

Bea in particular , for the tireless activity he had- displayed. during 

recent ye~rs in promoting the cause of unity and as an expression 

of approval for the general ideas contained in the document'(Xavier 

Rynne, The Second Session, Farrar, Straus and Compa·ny, N:ew York, 

1964, pp.217 ff.) 

In introducing the document Cardinal Bea stated: 

~e schema "On Jews," now up for ·examination, was begun 

about two years ago and in substance it was finished in 

May of last year. This year, with the approval of the 

Council Coordinating COUDittee, it was placed in the 

l1 



schema "On Ecumenism." 

The Secretariat to which the care of promoting 
'-I~~ 

Christian Unity i5 given undertook the question treating 

the Jews 'not on its own initiative, but by reason of the 

express command of. the Supreme Pontiff, Pope John XXIII 

of happy memory. This was given verbally to the 

President of the Secretariat. 

In December of last year, · ~ set out in writing for 

the Supreme Pontiff, Pope John XXIII of happy memory, a 

di.scussion of this whole question "Regarding . the Jews . 11 

After a few days the Holy Father indicated to me his full 

approval. 

The Supreme Pontiff himself did indeed write in 

this way scarcelfY five months before his holy death . . 

Certainly, I am not saying that the question which we are 

treating was settled by these words of his; for he wanted 

~he Council to be free, just as his Successor also un-

·question~bly wishes it. I think, however, that these 

words of his are dear t o all the Most Eminent and Most 

Excellent Fathers, and that at the same time, they . throw 

light on how to follow the Lord Christ . 

. 
A C1"Umf1 , __ e~_.!.\,:_!!2'.t.? .. ~! .. tc,a_s:t*•c th• P•llUµ[ ct!!§d" 

~~ad aer 1 n l ·a ng dca ioh £1cilk9 ~@rt!.) ' v •• , it_ 

W!§ ppt P''t tg a ygre on the floor of •t• &luseiiks What up 1 lsihsPr 

,__., 

l 
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, 
! communique on the text, released to the press, received 

widespread approval among Jewish communities everywhere and made 

prominent headlines around the world. Except for a few words, 

troublesome to the Jewish conscience, it represented a 

momentous declaration and was hailed as an evt::nt of historic 

i mportance. Yet, it was not put to a vote on the floor of 

the Council. What specifically 

irked many bishops and observers at the time was that no assurance 

was 3iveD that it would be taken up again as part of the agenda at 

the !bird Session. 

' On December 2 on the closing day of the second session 

Cardinal Bea in SUllllling up the impressions of the Fathers said that 

it was regretted by many that there had not been time to discuss 

the .controversial chapters of the schema dealing with the Jews 
' 

sad Religious Liberty. but the ancient saying applied:''What is 

put off is not put away". 

l 



- -- · - ': ........ 'Aw\ :.-·~ .... 

the past i n t he pr esen 

According to ~el.iable reports, t he original document has been rev.ri~teo . 

The new version, published in the Herald Trioune on September 3 and reprin~ed 

in t he New York Till&es on September 4, has evoked a sense of dismay. 



- 8 -

The most significant fact about the structure and content 

of the new version in comparison with the original document as 

submitted to the second session is this: one has the impression 

that a conservative mentality took the original text of the original 

document and deliberately turned it upside down and inside out. 

The center of emphasis in the new version is on the conversion of 

the Jews; in the original doctanent the center of emphasis is on 

the explicite condemnation of antisemitism and on the correction 

of the unholy abuse of Christian teachings. Employing practically 

the same elements as the original document, the new version reaffirms, 

with a · few nuances, the conservative thesis regarding the Jews. 

This ~y not be noticable on first reading, but comes out strikingly 

in a comparison of detail. 
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SOCIAL ULATIONS WITH THE JEWS 

The original document begins· with a statement which explains --
the reasons for submitting the declaration to the Council. It says 

that after having "treated of the principles· of Catholic ecumenism, 

we are unwilling to pass over in silence that these same (principles)" 

must be applied "when it is a question of having a dialogue and 

cooperation with non-Christian people who however revere God or 

due at least to the influence of a good will strive according to 

their conscience to preserve (in practice) the moral law which is 

innate to man's nature. This is first and foremost true when it 

is a . question of the Jews, because between the.Jews and the Church 

there exists a special bond". 

This entire introduction with its significant emphasis on 

"dialogue and cooper·ation" and on the "special bond" "between the 

~ ~t.t ~ ~~~'}o tu •1. 
Jews and the Church" is omittedk This omission is consistent with 

the spirit of the entire document which refuses to acknowledge that 

Christians and Jews •••i .. t.a~y have anything in co111DOn. 

Speaking of social relations with the Jews, tbe original 
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document recommends as the present draft does 'the fostering of 

mutual knoWledge and esteem by means of theological study and 

fraternal discussions.~ -,;:e original docwnent gives as the 

motive: "since there is such an inheritance (patrimony) common to 

w~'-t .. 
the Church .:fJ\e new and the Synagogue" (connune patrimonium)( 

,,.~1vV-=, a cl;#-u~ 
d.llai:f 0

• the motive: "since such is the inheritance 
-

declaration 

received by the Christians from the Jews" (patrilllonium Christiani .- ,.. 

,. ~ ~ ~ La"lk 4 4"lAfl fl.(A..~ ~" .":>-U_J .. ) \NVI ~1~ h 4 ul( ~ 
ex Yudais). In other words, ~'8 4'i a reaffirmation of the com- "( 

. ~· 

plete transfer to and acquisition by the Church of all the gifts 

8 y i"' p (; c. (A -r ... 01-' 

granted to ancient Israel. ~e Jewish people of the last two 

thousand years are disowned of their own heritage • .aa oli •*aim 

of th a Ca a h . 

Most significant is the contrast in these statements beboleen 
/\ 

"the Church and the Synagogue" which i.s an implied acknowledgement 

of the religious dignity of the Jews, or at least ·a respect for it, 

and the phrase used, "Christians and Jews". 



lOa 

I-!~ntioning _the Moslems, t~e :new -version 'pi'operly speaks 

ir:ith respect and. warmth: ·.· "Ue embra-ce __ ·aiso, and first of all, 

the ~oslems who wp~ship one. personal an~ recompensing God 

and who. in r~ligiqus feeling as throu_gh nany channels of 

human culture, came closer ,to us." . No such 'lr-.:ords are said 

about the Jews~ · · 

--

. ... ; 
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THE DEICD>E ACCUSATION 

The original document proclaims that "it would be a wrong ·-
and injustice to call this people a cursed people (populus maledictus) 

.... or (to call them) a deicide people (gens deicida) because the 

sins of all men ... were wiped out by the Passion ... " It uses the 

operative and pregnant term deicide and rejects both the accusation 

as well as the thought of their being a cursed people for not having 

accepted the message of the Christian faith. The lengthy pertinent 

~ ~ ~ "-~...V~1· () VJ 
, --··--- ··---·~~--- ·- -····· .---·· ·-·· . 

section is now reduced to one sentence. The new version says 
I -

vaguely: ''Let them beware of imputing to the Jews of olir time that 

which was perpetrated in the Passion of Christ". It thereby refuses 

to pin down the essence of Catholic anti-semitism by the use of the 

word (deicide) which traditionally connotes this accusation. 

The original document denies the accusation of collective --- ~.-0pl..f 
deicide as made against the Jewish ..-e of past and present time: 

"the death of Christ was not brought about by all the Jewish people 

then living; and much less by the present Jewish population". The ~~ 

declaration says: "to impute to the Jews of our time that which was 



- 12 -

perpetrated in the Passion of Christ" . It refuses to abandon the 

DL~vlVU)·-C- . 
accusatiollmrd a mass t _a::.j:e_ct/nn::o:f:::£hrist ~ the Jewish people of "'l'l,l1'')"' 

r.,A t/.> i...(A~uQ.. ~'\,,~ C(. ~~ .y.__ ('A, /14 ·~ t I"::) 
pu.is.t!.s-t-ime-tnrough-the·i:r~abo.r.a t-ion-and- par-t:-:i:e-1pa..-.. 

t _iog. U...lli-s assassination , viz . in deicide. 

Omitted are the words from Romans 11:28, quoted in the 

original document, that the J ewish people "remains most beloved 
~ 

of God (carissimus) on account of the Fathers and the g i fts made 

to them". (Compare Romans 11:29, " for the gifts and the call of 

God are irrevocab le~) 

The new version begins: "The Church of Christ gladly (libenter) 

acknowledges" go back to the ancient J ewish people . The correspond-

i ng paragraph of the original doctmient reads : "The Church ... 

acknowledges with grateful heart (grato anima). To quote a Catholic 

poet, ' 'What is gladness without gratitude?" 
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The original document reads: nThe Church .• ~ acknowledges 

with a grateI'ul heart" (grato anima). The corresponding 

paragraph in the new version states: "The Church •• • gladly 

(libenter) acknowledges that Christianity h~s its origins 

in the ancient Jewish peopleo To ~uote a Catholic poet, 

111.\lhat is gladn.ess without gratitude? I! 



CODvers1on · ,_ 
~o"tf~ht._.i ~~" w~o ~· O""(J C.a,£{ ~ J.fA11., 

Tbe origi.Dal tocument -• fia.e ·'dz· Mnore4 ·¥, '8"fE, p1eg \ 
... "·1\~ 

.._ "a cursed people" (maledi.ctus). The aec-1.aration uses the weaker ·-· ,. 
tel'9 reJection {reprobatum). The es•ence of the accusation ia not tbare-

tore pinned dovn. 

The orig1Dal. document denies the accusation ot ming "a cursed people" 

u a wrong and an 1.nJustice because 'it r.,..1ns moat beloYed of God." The 

new cleclaration tell.a ua not "to pre•ent the JeViah people aa a reJeC'ted -
nation," becauae the Cburch 1t1ll bopea for their con'V'81'8ion. 

The origj •1 document conta1.na a proc.lw.tiQD vbich is both spec1.:fk -
u4 tol-, "Let priests therefore bevare lest tbe)" aay ~ in 

catechet1cal 1Dstruct1on or 1D preech1ng, which coul4 rouse up hate or 

contempt toward the Jews in the bearta of their bearers." Thia solemn 

procl.amat10D ia fol.loved by the stataant that the Church doea DOt forget 

"tbat Christ vu born from this people, Jesus according to the flesh, 

(and tbat) tbe Virgin Mary w.a born (from tbia people} (she vbo is} the 

mother to Christ, (aD4 that) t.be A;poatlea were born (rrcD ·thi• people) 

(they vbo vere the) f'oundation and the pillars ot the Church." 

In abarp ·cont.r&Bt, the Dev declaration simply ~· that not.111ng sboul.4 

be B&id or done which "coul4 alienate the m11lda of men from tbe JeV'B." 

Nov, the original document gives as t~e moti.ve tor 1ts strictures tbe fact 

tn.t the Jeva a.re not deicides or ac~sed. '1'be new declaration gives as 

its motive tbe hope of Jewish conversion. to Catholicisa ("therefore"). 

Bence tbe CODllOtation of the word ' al.1enate' used 1n tbe quotation given at 

the end of the lABt paragraph: the Jews cu be. tbe obJecta ot bate and 
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contempt, but n«> one muet consider them as complete ovtcasts -- tAere 

is qe yet t bat t hey vill convert, and so e1ne must refrain from driving 

t hem out into the col d. 

The spirit of the new .document i s explicitl.1 .. brougnt to expression 

by the insertion ef a whole paragraph not cCDnt&ined in the origin&l 

decument : · .... 
• ••• :~ •. ..... .. A _._. ... ~-

'• ~ .,- .,.,.._. 
"It is flllo ·vorth "!;Fsb ciug~t the union of t he 
Jevieli' peGJ>l:l!"1i'i.th the c~h is a part of tlle 
Christian hope. For the church, according to the 
teacbi,»g of t he Apostle Pa\¥-' +a>•"' Vi.th '1D..Sbaken 
faith and great desire expects the .entrance of the 
people into t he fu.llness o~ the peeple of God, 
established. by Christ. " 

,i 
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Since this present draft document calls for 11rf::!ciprocal 

understanding and appreciation, to be attained by theological 

study and fraternal discussion," between Jews and Catholics, 

it must be stated that spiritu~1_fT§~~t~j.de is hardly a means 

for the attainment of "fraternal discussion" or •trcci proc~l 

understanding. " 
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A message that regards the Jew as a candidate for con-

version and proclaims that the destiny of Judaism is to dis-
' 

appear will be abhorred by the Jews all over the world and 

is bound to foster reciprocal distrust as well as bitterness 

and resentment. 

Throughout the centuries our people have paid such a high 

price in suffering and martyrdom for preserving the Covenant 

and the legacy of holiness, faith and devotion to the sacred 

Jewish tradition. To this day we labor devotedly to educate 

our-children in ·the ways of the Torah. 
' · 

As I have ~epeatedly stated to leading personalities of 

the Vatican, I am ready to go to Auschwitz any time, if faced 

with the alternative of con~ersion or death. 

Jews throughout the world will be dismayed by a call from 
. 

the Vatican to abandon their faith in a generation which 

witnessed the massacre of six million Jews and the destruction 

of thousands of synagogues on a continent where the dominant 

religion was not Islam, Buddhism or Shintoism. 

It is noteworthy that the Vatican docume nt . on Mohammedans 

makes no reference to the expectation of the Church for their 

conversion to the Christian faith . Is one to de<luce from 

that that Islam offers a more acceptable way to salvation 

than Judaism? 

Our world which is full of cynicism, frustration and 

despair, received a flash of inspiration in the ecumenical 

work of Pope ·John XXIII. For a few years all men of good will 
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marvelled at the spiritual magnificence which he disclosed, 

and were touched by his reverence for the humanity of man. 

At a time of decay of conscience, he tried to revive it and 

to teach how to respect it. Mutual reverence between 

Christians and J~ws began to fill the hearts. We ardently 

pray that this great blessing may not vanish. 

It is our profound hope that during the course of the 

forthcoming third session of th~ V~tican Council, the over

whelming majori ty,_of .the Council Fathers ·who have courageously 

expres~ed thei~ desire to eradicate sources of tension be

tween Catholics andJe'Ws, will have an opportunity to vote on 

a statement which will express this sacred aspiration. 

lJs M I ;yi: *"*"' 
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It is important for ua to record that the idea of the Ecumenical Council 

8lq>ressin8 itself about the Christian roots of anti-Semitism did not originate 

Vi.th a:rq Jevisb orge.nization; Jws did not take the initiative. The idea and 

tm vork on the document were conceived and carried out, according to Card.1n&l 

Bea's dee.la.ration an the Council floo; cited above, ''by reason of the express 

CC')m!M.nd" of Pope John XIII of baPP1 memory." 

Hovever, once ve vere aPPrCJaehed by tne proper authorities, i.re c011S1dered 
\ 

it our duty to ve.lcome it, as veil as to coclperate intellectually in this 

important effort, so 1!lpolrt;a.nt for relations betv~ Christians and Jews. 

We did not regard it as a theological 1.ssue, but as an issue that trans-

cends theology, a problem ~t concerns all of us as human beings living 1.n one 

world. 

The new version is a perversion of the original document, Chapter r.v of 

the Scheme on ecumenism. It is not oul.y ineffective but also profoundly inJurious . 

The omissions, modification and a.dditions are so serious that, if adopted, the 

new document will be interpre~ted as a solemn disavowal of the ideas contained!. 

1.n the orig1.na.l Chapter, an affirmation of old prejudices, as veil as a repudia-

tion of the des1.re which, t.o quote a distinguished .American Archbish&p, 

intended "to rigbt the YrOI18S of a thousand years . " 

This is a desecrated. world. Me.nk1nd lies in agony, helplessly trapped in 

mutual fear and suspicion. We can· no longer waste time Yitb evasions or reser-

vations. The hour cal.ls for a cry of the heart, repentance, unqualified sensi-

tivity to human sufferingo 



INTRODUcTION 
. . ; .·': . - . 

· Bo,th. .fuda1~ and C~1st1a:n1ty ~hare the prophets' beliet that 

·Gbd .. :ch6o:s.es agents . throµgi:1 who~ His ~'111 is made known and <.:Ht:s 
• - vp ' 

work .done throughout history~ Both Judaism and Christianity live 

in ~he certainty ~hat mmk~.d ls 1n ~eed of uJtlmate redempti.on, 

that God is involved in human history, that iii .. ~elations ~etween 

man .. and man 1lim&i God 1.s at ·stake; tl:lat the hum1liatlon or innocent 

man is a disgrace of GOd, that the infamy ot a . wicked act· is 

in!'~~i:tely greater .. than we a~e-- able to imagine.· 

P~ople ac·t as they p~ea~e, ·doing the · vile. abu.~.S,ng: tiie we~, 

nc>-t · realizing ·that they are tlght1ng God, hurting the divi'.ne,· that 

the. ·oppression of man is a · hwn111et1on of God. '. . ..... . . 
.. . 

· He Who,· oppresses a . poor man. insults his" M~ker, 
,He who .. is ~ind to the needy honors · Him.: .. ~ 

. ~ 

Proverbs ].Jp31j see 17: S 

The universe is done• The g~ater masterpiece still updone, 

still 1n the process of' being cre,;ted, .. is history. For accomplishing 

Hts ._grand design, _ God needs .the h~·lp of _man.· · Man is and has the 

inst·:rument . C?f . God_ which he may or) iiay riot use 1D consonanQe wi'th the 
. ' . 

grand design. · Lite is cl.ay, ·and ~igb.teousness the ·moU:l4 in which 

~d wants hi.story to· be shaped~ .But human beings, instead of .. . . . ~~ 

tast\ionirig. the clay, deform ·the sbap$. . - ! . . 
•• ·r_ 

T·h~ w<;?rld is full 9f ~n1quity, of 1njus~1ce_ .a:nd 1dol.atry. ~· 

: ~i*9i!!J'!liiPtiMli?l!·""•.·i·•?•o11' Jll!tll!. ~· ••.~!wa:mll!~rca· "'·Ai111rt~t.l§tmSii1' ·1rr1111111ttt1i1Jkte· ~·•••~_O.lei~· t•]••"'if)!~ '. · But . ~d. !needs · ·. ' . . ... , . . . . . . 

mercy, · ~ighteousness; .IJ~s needs c~ot be satisfied in th~ temples, 
/\ . ' 

in apace'· but in ·history, in time·. l t is within the re4:~ of ~histo_ry 
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that man h.as-"God' s mission. 

we and the prophets have no lan~~e in common. Our standards 

seem to differ. To us the moral state of society for 611 its eta1na 

and spots. seems fair and trim, while to the prophet it 1s dree.df'U.l. 

So many deeds of charity are _done. so much decency disseminates day 

and night; to the prophet satiety of the conscience is prudery and 

fl!ght from responsibility. Our standards are modest, our sense 

ot injustice tolerable. timid, our morel. indignation impermanent, 

yet human violence is interminable, unbearable, permanent. To us 

life is often serene, in the prophet' e eye the world reels in eon-. 
fusion. The prophet makes no concession to man' a capacity. Ex

hibiting little understanding for human weakness, he s~ems unable 

to extenuate the culpability of man. We and the prophets do not 

have the same type of sensibility in common. 

Who could bear living in a state of disgust day and night? 

The conscience builds its confines, it is also subject to fatigue, 

lo~g1ng tor some comfort. a long1ng
1
lull1ng, soothing. Yet those 

who are hurt, and He Who inhabits eternity, neither slumber~ nor 

sleep. 

The prophet is sleepless and grave. The frankincense ot some 

deeds of charity fails to fumigate the cruelties. Pomp,, the scent 

ot piety, mixed with ruthlessness, it 1s all so sickening to ·him wbo 

is sleepless and grave. 

Perhaps the prophet knew more about the secret obscenity of 

sheer unfairness, about the unnoticed malignancy of established 

-2-
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patt.em~ of 1n.d1.fterence, · t~an most of us care to know, · a· :~know:ledge 

which he. does not ~.scr~be to ~.~~ :~~ intelligence or powe~ or ·observa-........ 

tion· .• 
• l _ · !_ 

. . . :. 
~ . 

. , 
·The ·stil1 small voice of the oppressed and ·ot ·the · call to sense 

.-, .. . 
an.d to worship Him Wbo can never be seen is usually suppl"~.saed. But 

. · ·') .~ 

the prop~t 1- s ear p~rce$.ves th& silent sigh. 

Th~ prophet• s. ear is : d.irected to God, . hie soul is overwhe.lmed 

by His word. .. Y~t the prophet's eye · 1 s d1recte4 ·to the llllnian scene J 
. - ·· ~: .. · ... ·. 

so:c1·ety a~ its .co~d~ct are the maiD theme or" his speeches. He ia ·. 
. .. 

"an _assa7er end teeter" of the pec;>ple• s ways · (Jeremiah 0:27)'. · Thie 
.. 

is . the .outste:nding charac:ter1stic of the Proph$ts: openness · to the . . 

h1stori·c situation, to the divine call end its demands. I_n their 

eye~ ·the h~ situation may be a divine emergency. 

It is such a situation that we face today when the survival 

of m~d, including its .sacred legaoy, is ~ balance. One wave 

of hatred, prejudice or contempt may begin· in its wake the: destruc

tion of il mank1nd. V1c1~us de~ds a.re but an aftermath of; wliat is 
. . 

conce.1ved 1n the hearts and minds ot man. ,It 18 from · the 'inner life 

of men and from the art~oulation of evil thoughts that ~vil actions 

take their rise. It is therefore of ext·reme importance that ~he 
' • ! 

sinfulne.~s of thoughts of. s.uspicion and hatred and parti:cUl.a~·~y. :~~e 
;; .. • , .. , 

sinfulness of any contemptuous utteran·ce, howev~r flippr,.ntly it is 

meant, be made clear to. all mankind •. ·This implies in. par.~~cu~ar to . . . .. 

such t~ughts and . utterances about individuals or groups cit other · 
.. : .. 

religions, races>~~ nations •.. · .~peech has powe~ and tew m~n realize 

that words .do not fade.. What starts out as a sound ends in a · deed • 



The· following series- of Proposals ls drawn; up .in a, sincere desire 
' . ,. 

to aee ·th& development ot mutually fruitful relations bet~een the 
c...L......,.... v\-) 

l{oman catholic and the Jewish communi ~1 in the modern. _wo_rld. " '·: .. , . 
: we ·. - ~re deeply conscious of your great dedication to :~,he ~tudJ. 

[f) ., ' . . . . ' '. ' : 
and exe~si s o t the Hebrew Bible and your decisi v~· ·contri~utS:on in 

J fosteriri'g and etrengthenilig ~he biblical re~ival in the .. c~tbolic 
I · . .. ' 

I .Church . a~ well as of the tact that you were .eel led b7 Hls~.':Hol1_ness, 

\ John XXIII, ·to promote t'l'uitrui i'elations between RomJ!.zi· CllthoHci,sm 

. I and other bodies . ot belie-vers in the modern ~rld. The ~~t gracious 

\ way 1n Which JOU received ~s &t t~ en~ of November l96i ~as Jieen to 

1 us a source of great joy and. e~.e~uragement. . : 

The"American Jewish Commi t~ee recognizes that the : Romm Catholic 

Church -.represents a rQck ot solidarity, belief, and morality in the . . ' 

' . 
world 'of· toQ.ay where so many values in the · moral~ ethical :~d re• 

. . , 
· 11g1~ue spheres have found.er~·d -.and are in a process of .. a.ec·a1. 

The American Jewish ~ominittee stibmits the Proposals not pri

_mari'ly in view ot the f'or.thco~1.n~ Vatican Ecumenical Cowieil, ··but 
. . 

chi'Etfiy,.·_,1th a "View to . ·0nal?ie ; ~811,vers on Jewish and catholic efd8e 

.. to use tbe·ir strength to ·resist' the on·s1augbt •d· corrosion of 
. . 

anti-religj;ous -e.nd ·anti•h:umsn ideas end forces in the world to"ciay. 
. : . . . • • .:1 •• .i •f :J'.) . 

The Ameri'can '1'ew1sh c"c:>mmittee ·is conscious that the co~cl:l, as such, 

is an inner attair of t'b:e Roman Catholic Church • . ~t respe~te.,. of 

course, its integrity and right to -limit 1t·s discussions and ~c~ivi-

\ 

;ties·. to: 'those matters which 1 t consider~ to .be of · concern :for .'tl;le 

inner o·r ·der . and _governmen~ o•f the Ch~ch •. J A.t the same ·time·, and 

1n spite or· the fact that ·the .Prop0sals are not primarily intended 

for the Vatican Council II, ~t ia thought and hpped that some . 
. . 

~l'ements in this Memorand:um may evel'ltually bear conelderation Et 



the Council. 

The Americm Jewish CO?B!ft1 ttee 1s conscious that the formularies 

used in the subsequent Proposals may need further a.mpl1f1cat1on 

and development as regards the detailed execution of what ever is 

decided upon, and it ls r eady to supply th1s need accordin.g to 

necessity. 

-s-



FIRST PROPOSAL 

No humm. bE'ing baa a · rigb.t to declare any gr~>up of men to: be 

evil. In other words: contemptuous utterance·a or expressions, of 

.. Pre_judice wh1cb mal1€11 a human being are si~tul:. We ·th~re:tore 

propo·se ·that an official declaration by .·the -vat~can Cou,ncfl be made 
. . . . . 

whicP. would be binding tor. ·ca~bolics · and consid~r.~d :r~·asoil.abl7 moral 
" . . • • . ' . . . . • • •\ i . . --.~ - • . . 

. obligations by all men of ·:·.good ·will, st_ating: · .. ,."\ 
~ . ' .~ .', 

• I 

. .. l~. Condemnat1.on of "the persecut-i~n of any man o"r group 

ot men on. account of the ·raitb they bOld or :the race to 

which tbe7 b'elong b7 blr~h or b;J choice. · : '.: 
•. .·•:: 

2. Atfi~mati_on that those. who bo·ld a tait}?. o~her· than 
. ~ 

. i 
the faith ·held bJ the ~.oman Catholi~ Churc~1· ar~ to . . . . ... . 

.be re_spected tor the1.r v:iews.~and tr.e~ted · as.·;113 ople who 

ar~ as bona .tide as Roman ~atholics are in· the~r par-

: ~ i cular fai tP. •. · . . .. ; 

. 3~- ~tatement that, w~i~e all be;lievers. 1n truth wis~ all 

\ 

• " · t 

men to arrive at. ,the total .·.truth. and wh~!1 o'.ccas~oil 
• • • • • • ' ' :• I _., •~ ' ' 0 

presen~s · it'·sel·f are willirig to expia1n their views, 

the dogmatic · foundations ~ Catholic beliet< tor .:the 

Justiticatlo.n of a m1.~s·ionary- ef.fo~:t must be s~t forth 

in a clear .~1-~t in su·ch ~ way that it leav~·s the Roman 

catholic belief :of its l!nsqueness. 1~tac~ and at the 

·same time ·P~~~des a protection f9r .those ~l:'lo do. not 

want to un~ergo the worry o·r being approac~~d bJ the --missionary spirit. 

. .... li 

·~ ':.t.; . 
:;. 
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4. The integrity and permanent preciousness of the 

survival of Judaism be recognized. ·Agape 1mpl1es 

s. 

that Jews be accepted as Jews rather than as candidates 

tor conversion. 

In view of the past historical events eh1ch brought 

great sacrifice and suffering to Jews on account of 

their faith as Jews and their race, and particularly 

1n view of the fact that ant1•Semitism has in our time 

resulted in the greatest crime committed in tbe h1stor1 

ot mankind, we consider it a matter of extreme importance 

that a strong declaration be isaued bJ the Council 

streseing the grave nature of the sin of mit1•Sem1 tism. 

Anti-Semitism, one of the most grave e.nd historically 

important sins of prejudice and contempt, 1s incom

patible with catbolic1em end in general with all 

morality. 

i 



I .. SECOND PROPOSAL 

The Biblical imperative includes more than the exercise ot 

justice~ More than doing, it asks for love; deeper than justice, 

it refers to good and evil. "Seek good and not evil ••• Hate evil 

and love good and establish justice in the gate" (Amos 5aJ.4a.l5a). 

"It bas been told you, O man, what is good, and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do Justice, and to love kindness (hesed), 

and to walk humbl1 with 1our God" (Micah 6:8) __ doing justice as 

well as loving kindness. The prophets tried to excite fervor, to 

make hesed an object of love. 

Whet the Lord requiree of man is more than doing one• s task, 

fUlf1lling one's duty. To love implies an insatiable thirst, a 

passionate craving. To love means to transfer the center of one's 

iWler life from the ego to the object of one's love. 

However, we do not love him who is unknown. Knowledge and 

cbaritJ are interrelated. 

Ignorance breed suspicion, just as false knowledge generates 

distortions~ In our age, only very few Catholic priests and laymen 

possess any information about Jewish life and the spiritual and moral 

dimension of Jewish existence in the last two thousand Tears, It 

would be very important to proclaim 1n a conciliar statement the 

need on the part of catholics to seek mutual understanding of Jews 

and their magnificent tradition. 

The chief lack in Jewish-Christian relations may be described 

as one of initial clarification of mutual standpoints and of an 

official arena in which the entire problem in its ulterior develop-

ments can be aired. discussed and dealt with in love and dignity. 



(' 

It could. become a source of creat blessing if an a?"ena or forum 

,'\_,,,} be established with the blessing and approval of the Church 1n which 

knowledge about Jewish tradition would be made available to Catholic 

priests and theologians. With such a forum problems of great im

portance could be discussea, views exchanged and issues deliberated 

by Jeuish and Catholic scholars. such a forum might be an Inetitute 

as well as a Journal. 

,, , 

\ -
'-

In order to refute abusive and derogator7 remarks about Jews 

and Judaism, e.g. the auppo sad contrast in the field of law between 

the harsh Jewish enforcement of the lex taliones and the Christian 

G 
l : '·' 

doctrine of love; or the supposed contrast between the ~d of wrath 
t;~~ 

of th& Beleak Bible and the God of love of the Gospels; the 

responsibility of the Jews for the ~~~~~~J 

In order to counteract the mi scaneeption of the period betv6en 

the return from the Babylonian exile and the beginnings ot Christianity 

as one of continuous decline, to become acquainted with the great 

spiritual, moral, and intellectual vitality of the Jewish people 

during the last 2500 years, the teaching, vorsh1p and obeervanceJ 

in order to disseminate positive infoJ"!'!lation about Jews ~d Judaism; 

in order to promote mutual understanding and a greater mu~ual com• 

·prehension of the issues between us and also 0£ the richness of each 

other's heritage. The American Jewish Committee proposes that three 

practical steps be taken in the near future; 

l. some forum of common discussion be established in the 

form .-.or a journal or a publication mutually founded• 

e~tab~ishe~,·( supporttd and nourished by catholic and 



:-- ,. _ ' 
. ' 

" \ . ..... . '\ ~\ 
~· ' ,, 

- -

Jewish scholars, theolog1&ns and ph1losphers, so that a 

two.•vay flow of spiritual ideas may take place between 

the official centre of Roman Catholicism and the Jewish 

People. 

2. An Institute of Judaic Studies, or Institute of JUdaism, 

be established 1n Rome with Pontifical blessing and 

approval so that Judaism and things Jewish become better 

known to Catholics, 

3. An exchange of scholars be arranged between catholic and 

Jewish Institutes of higher learning, at College and 

University Research levels. 
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· THIRD PROPOSAL 

.The prophets' preoccupation vi th justice end ri,ghteousness has 

its ·roots in a powerful a~areness of 1nJust1ce.. We have become 

reconciled to the fact that :: the world contains cream as we'll as scum, 

y~t .. the . prophets speak as it the world were a n~gt>.tmare •. · 1 

That just~ce is a good thing, .a · fine goal,, : even a sui>erb .ideal, 

.we .· are ail ready to adm1 t • .. : Whfit we lac;k 1~ ·a sense for tfie mons.tros--· 

.tty of injustice.• Moralists of all ages have been eloquent 1n s1ng1ns· 

the pra1~es or virtue. The distinction of the prophets· wS:s in' their 
., 

· remor.seless unveiling ot inju~tice and opl>reseion. in their co~pre~ 
. ~ . ·. 

hens1on ·or' social; poll tl.c;sal., and religious evils~ .... 
c ' f 

. Justice ls precious, injustice exceedingly.' common~ One ot the 

troubles seems to be that · we h~ve delegated· the concern ro.r justice . 

. to the j~dges. , as if Just1.Qe: ·were a matt.er for a few speofal1st·a~ 

But to '.do ·justice is what· .~d. demands ot everr man 1 th,8 ~upreme· 

commandment and one that cannot be fulfilled v1c~1ousl7. : ; 

Righteousness must dwell not only 1n the places where. jus.tice 

1 s judic_ally administered, .. · bu~ .eveeywher~. There ·are many ways o~ 

evading the law and escap'in$ 'the arm ot justice. Only very te.w 

&eta .of violence are bro;.-..~bt to t .he attention of the courts~ As ~ 

rul.e tho$e who know how to exploit ~re endowed .triith the ·a~lll to 

Justify their acts~ wblle , those w}l.o 
: .. ~· .:~1 ... 'I'• . • ; . :' ' • 

~re . easily $xploi ted pos§ES~:~"··llO 
• • ·, ' ·_,: ; ,I•. ; : · • • ~ - .. ' I •'.~ '. ' • :~ • • :•· .'•• '" , ,, ,., .. ,,-!• 

. ' 

skill in pleading ·their own cause·• .. T.hose. who nei~er explo~t :n~r 
·. . . I . 

are exploited are ready to tight when their own interests :f>re -.ll.a·rmeclJ 
< 

they l(~·11 not be ... lnv;olved. whe.~ .not pe r~onally affected. Who shall 

-H 



plead for the helpless? Who shall prevent the epidemic of injustice 

that no court o~ justice ts capable of stopping? 

The prophets insist that justice must be the supreme and active 

concern of every man. It was no·t to the judges but to eve17 member 

ot the people .that the words of the Lord are directed: "Seek justice, 

correct oppression; det'en d the :fatherless, plead for the widow." 

There is an evil which most of us condone and are even guilt1 

ota indifference to evil. We remain neutral, impartial, and not 

easily moved b7 the wrongs done unto other people. Indifference to 

evil is more insidious than evil itself; it is more universal, more 

contagious, more dangerous. A silent just1f1cat1on, it makes 

possible an evil erupting as an exception becoming the rule and being 

in turn accepted. 

The knowledge of evil is something which the flret man acquired; 

1 t was not something that the prophets had to discover. The great 

contribution to human1t7 wae their discovery of the evil of 1nd1fference. 

One ·may be decent and sinister, pious and sinful. I am my brother'• 

keeper. ' The prophet is a person who suffers the harms done unto 

others. Wherever a crime .is committed. it is as if the prophet were 

the victim and the pre7. 

Above all the prophets•· word ls a call to repentanc.e. •wash 

yourselves, make yourselves clean" (Isaiah 1:17)• Such cleansing 

must be an ongoing process. Aa long as there is hatred 1n one heart, 

or prejudice disseminated in one je11mal; there is an overriding 

urgency to cry out against it. 

We propose that a permanent h1gh level commission be established 

at the Vatican tor the purpose of eliminating prejudice and of 

watching over Christian Jewish re let ions everywhere. 

--... ~ .... . . . 
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We further propose that at every diocese a commission be 

established to further the demands or justice and love. 
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FOURTH PROPOSAL 

We would favor mutual collaboration• Catholics and Jews, in 
' charitable work. We believe that working together at an objective 

work tor love of tell~w man would in itself add considerably and 

decisively to tbe pur1t1cat1on ot the souls and the creation of' a 

climate of mutual respect. It would be theref',ore important that 
. . . '. ;., ' 

some charitable work .be found in which Catboliosand Jews officially 

participate. It would alao be important tor Catholics to participate 

1n a Jewish charitable work end for Jews to participate 1n a catholic 

charitable work. 
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September 3 1 1964 

J Chapter Fpur of' the schema on Ecumenicism printed and 

distributed in Novemb.er, 196_3, to the Council Fathers, dealing 

vii th the n Attitudes · of the Catholics •• ~ • toward the ·Jews," 

made special headline.s "a.r·o\lnd. _the .. world. Except for a few 

words, troublesome to t~e Jewish conscience, it represented a 

momentous declaration and was hailed as an event of historic 

impor:tance. 

.. , 

...... 
.. - .. that, if adopted, the new document will be interpr·~ted as .a 

solemn repudiation : .of the ·desire wh~ch, ~o quote a d,istinguished 

American Archbishop, intended "to right the wrongs of a 

thousand years." 

·The new document procla:irils that 11the Church expects in un-
... 

shakable faith and with ardent· desire1; n the union of the Jevli.sh 

people with the Churc.h.-", . 
. . 

Since _this . present draft _document calls for "rec:j_procal 

understanding ·and appreciation, to be attained. ·by-theological 

studi ~nd fraternal d~scussio~,~ between Jews and Catholics, 

it must be stated that spiritual fratricide is hardly a .m?ans 

for the attainment of . 11fra:ternal discussion" or "reciprocal 

understanding. ·n_ . " .. . ; ... ~·~ 
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A message that regards the Jew as a candidate for con

ve~sion and proclaims that the destiny of Judaism is to dis-
' 

appear will be abhorrsd by the Jsws all over the world and 

is bound to foster reciprocal distrust as well as bitterness 

and resentment. 

Throughout the ·cent~ries our people have paid such a high 
- ' 

price in suffering and martyrdom for preserving the Covenant 

and the legacy ·of holiness, faith and devotion to the sacred 

Jewish tradi:tion; To this day we labor devotedly to educate 

our children in the ways of the Torah. 

As I have repeatedly .stated to leading personalities of 

the Vatican, I am ready to go to Auschwitz any time, if faced 

with the alternative of conversion or death. 

Jews throughout the world will be dismayed by a call from 

the Vatican to abandon their faith in a generation which 

witnessed the massacre of six .million Jews and the destruction 

of thousands of synagogues on a continent where the dominant 

religion was not Istam> Buddhism or Shintoism. 

It is noteworthy that the Vatican document on Moharnmedans 

makes no reference to the expectation of the Chu~ch for ~heir 

conversion to the Christian faith • . Is one to deduce from 

that that Islam offers a more acceptable way to salvation 

than Judaism? -~ 

Our world which is full of cynicism, frustration and 

despair, received a flash of inspiration in tha ecumenical 

work of Pope John XX.III. For a few·years all men of good will 
............ 



-;, 
~'. . 

• • . . , .- I. 

~ . . 
.. 

3 

marvelled at the spiritual magnificence which he disclosed, 

and were touched by his reverence for the humanity of man. 

At a time of decay of conscience, he tried to revive it and 

to teach how to respect it. Mutual reverence between 

Christians and Jews began to fill the hearts. We ardently 

pray that this great blessing may not vanish~ 

It is our profound hope that during the course of the 

forthcoming third session of the Vatican Cou~cil, the over

whelming majority of the Council Fathers who have courageously 

expressed their desire to eradicate sources of tens~on be

tw~en Catholics andJews, will have an opportunity· to vote on 

a statement which will express this sacred aspiration. 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 

--
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To: ::.:g--.. :: :(ci:k Ofii ce 
F~os: ?~ric O~~ice 

.-, -: .,- ·.·l -... • ,.. ~-= _·,-__ -_... • -- :"\ ~ -: . ~ 
-'-~-----·-:..-~----i·_ .. _1_~~~·-·-'·----· _:_,_.::_~._.._:_·. 

I),~!:i:.1~ t:~e firnt part cf I-~~\7 ~=:-~~:·e:!· ·.:::~~-.. tb\J ic·:1er~l - e:~?~~t~~ tic;-; t·1as 
tru~t ti.\e;:c ~oulci be nc ::;2;~ ~~~::; o~-.~;;;i~l":: i:o t~•·Z: nqc~tion .i;:":. po.-i~cipl~ 

oi the propc~~d declaraticn ·=-•• tL·~ Cl-.ul:ch, s .nt.:i~u:la tc.".·Jc.:.:d .kwo, 
que"hi·ons ••er ..... r""i.·C"_,,_, P l.· ;-;.. --.,-..,r ·' '.·o ~·n,-. ··r:.r.·,..-<. ,,.~ .;.- '· '··~ ·~ -",. ·'" _.,. .~.:,.,-.,,..., w ,_,.. w "''--u . .- -·• ~ -~,- "-' - _ ... , . ..,,, y ............. <.>' ;;.,;1 - ' · • ' ·""' ..... .. ...,._.. ••• ~\..--' :.• 

\·1hici1 it t ·136 .felt migtt g:i-=;,·;.: l'" ~~oo ~.: .. .., zario";.? ~:~. r:~~c.u.~\~e::-~ ·:.:::;.:: .. : :.~c:;:: ai-..:: 
mini~ize tl1~· i:pact _of tl~tZ: :-J . .::-c :;.arll ;·~ :~c7."~ -- Th.c~e pa~~.:l~z~ .:.r6: 

1. "?;ven tho~gh a gre~;; ·,:.·.::1-': ;.')£ tl:.a c:·:osen P~v:,:.l.::: i .:>r i:he 
:iwe b2ing stand fa:.· iz-v~t ·':h:::i3 t :1;;i: i'.: r..;o:.ild be .,trr:~ci · •• ~: 

2 . "The death 
(J2·,.,i!ih) ·people 

iug. t1·1~ Je\~ish ? ::ople 0:1l·y :l ~ .. .::.. t·:c:.·:!a:=~~!.·~t ~-;.1~::::...:·y t~'!10~~ ~~r~l .:;.~s t it:~/ 
is to be conv.::r~ed tc C~·.~i ::;tLL1.'!i t :.: 1 ;l: ... ~ :,,-;.t; 2f: ~ pe::::·:;-,.:a;~;:: -~·;~ ~';.:: L: -.:;> •;.;i. t h 
a defini te ere~~ a nd ~u1~·;,l:.."~;~ ·i:i:-; !:ac~~:ci µ,;. ~~~gG ~"::.-?.:/ i~:>ly t~;.:..t 
tl~o~g~"'l not all thQ Jet.·7~ !:!~·10:;!_.:t be f°!>~l~ r:.~s pu-::~i!:>'is :Ee·~· t~~~ c.i:~~ifi~~J.cn 

the !12jority of them., ::.t :s'~ ::; ::, c.:.> ~ '.:l:.,~ ·;: ~ ::c::.~ ci.2.h :: h2v.~~ :i0~·tL :U1voi :1e.i . 

tJhen inquiries were E::lcl~ ·e;y :'·oi; a;,·i: t~. ~Ic~!c'.-:.e!. .u"bo~:: t"i:.-:: ·poz~:Z.biL ty 
·of alt~ring these p:!:;sag(:S: ! t":;l~ { t '"'C'-ilt:~ br:: ~s2~'-=! :;o i:&:.:e·;.· :.;en·= :~ .. t1 

Rcr.ns a~d th:::.t a ·Visit by Dr~ ?.i~~zc::..:)1 ·0·9uld b~ r~·.-.)s ~ h~~?~~·L . · 1r:':"i,~~:l 

ia~cly ~ftar Dr • . Eeschel ' ::; a~~·i:..,fl:l::> I txi~d ~c al:~~:~t~~· 2.!"'.: ~·~;t'oi.~t·rr;et; :: 
W'ith C<lrdinal Bea t l1ro ·..::sh .:ii::..·~ci: co::;;a.•=t :·:it~"! l"!::. $ as.:::i~;;:::::;.~, 0'..l: ! ,:,~ s 

told .by him tr.at it tvo~l~ ~;. ~~ ~'..;.·;~x~ .. ·;:~ i ~·.-:~ .::-::;::: ·::·:.;c Cs·.rti:~~1:. l t·.:; 0e~ i! .Jr:""·; -
ish representative at t bet '::£"''!0. 1 ·i::~2·:. ;!;:-·:::·~:;;; ~..: fo::.· ~~~ :!.L>.t•."!;:vi.z·:·~ 

with Mzgr. Willeb~::md.> . t~;.~,_ s~"cret'-'>~Y of t~:.::: S::.::::ct::.rl..::. :.: :::-.n 2!.·omc·;;io;~: 

of ChrisCian Unity. 

Dr. R~sch~l aud I ~et 
· I Clo gl ad to r-acord t ha: If:e "' !).~scl-~c !. ~dz ~ v-:,;:'J 
pl~ fo:r the .'.llteratiOI."~ of -::,;·.:;s~ "i.:·.c;c ;_:.C! .13:?2,~S . 

Willebrands that the pc.~sagu \.;it~ r-=8~;:-d to t~"?e 

raca~vod us corcli2lly . 
~o:.:-e~~t11. ~:'11 effe·: ~~\1:.:.: 

!.Ye poi.~!te~~ c~J : to!·! .. :~::-- . 

z~titud~ ~i JD~S to~~rti 

-=- -· - - ·- =.::_-:-_ -:- _ __ : - __ -_·_:.:-::-_~·-'---·--·---·--·-·------
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Christ p>ltS the whole <leda:r.2-ti<:.:::. '-''- ~ ~' ' '~J ::.·:::.c~l 'b~;.;;is ~:.~1 
'l~ea-:...::n:; F.r~c'h of its ir:::.pa.~t. E2 ;-;~id t -,1 ~-. i-.:i that wt>...at thia 
d~clarc:.tiou in its entir-~:::~~ attG:;::Yi: ~; to <lo i:::; an expressic.n 
of love to the Je'l'1ish peopl::::: ;;;n~ t!."..::.t "lQve l::r,o<;;ria i7:.0 condi· 
t1cns. 0 

lll"iat J'E;-rns expa.c: f!:o:::. ti:.e 
nition of their Cld.ste!tce 

CJ.~.u::;·c'6. ~ ~le contir•'J.Cd • is a. r€cog-
e 4 ·~ r···-'·-;..., •. 0'""' .. ,,~Jl !.-.:v;n,., '~""dy "'1:i."th -v \:.., -·.,.1~-.-~.~ . .,.,;,,, . ..... .. :.. ........ 0 1,)'"" . ... 

its own faith and . cultu:i.·e, o:n.<l irt.·~ie ;;~~.:2:int of. sny eoch<lto logi-
.. cal b~liefs about th$ clist~::?i: :ft.i.'t<..:rc. fa:: -..lso e·.:::.phasfa~d tr.at 

in :-~c;;:nt .discus~ioru; about t'~1e cr;;.-:ifi:r::i.or. by· high .Ca~r.olic 
author.itie&, · it was eett.~bl:!.2tj.~d t:-t~·lL .a;.·L in2ignificant . vart of 
the Je--vrish people at· thri.?.. ti~o '='i~l:·::: involved . in the c:r~cifixion, 
and that the c.«tpressicr:. n.~c;t all the Je;,-:rs 11 clg~t be misinter
preted t~ mean t~.it the ~~jC~ity iG tc be hald responsible. 

Msgr. Wille brands at f i:::st tried to e:cpl.!lin these . passages by 
saying th.at this cl~cl~r~tio~ is p?i~.oa~ily directed, tV"~ard ~hrist
iana and not · J~vs and is th.arefor.e couched in · ter~ of Chi:i:;tian. 
beliefs.. However,' after :;03e discussion, ~e agr.eed that there 
is a po,ssibility of tnisund~i:sta;::::iing e.nd thz:: DT. rt·:3schel • :l re
marks are worth considerinz. H.; ask~d th~t ~ lettar be sent to 
Cardin.al D.3a. calling att~:1tfo:.1 . to t'he:;;e ~ss~ges. A lett~r was 
drafted. and sent to !~gr. ;,.;illeb:-.ancs fo-r t&.·~nziio:iion to the 
Cardirt.Sl with a copy to himself. (A copy of this lette= ~~s 
forwarded to you a few days ~go.} 

Immediately thc?'eaftsr ou1:: at~.;ntio~ tarn~d to the ga!".eral prob
lem of th:.? declaration. i.r:. v-:..~:"' of the dS!Velopic.3 crisis. D::c. 
Resc'hel held lengthy cc-..1 ·.;-c:=s.ati~~1.~ t-::~.th C:::rdill:~l Mayer and •·nth 
some leading Protcsta~t obs~~v~~s. r ~~s not present during ·the 
discussion.!> but Dr. li~:;chel L'2fo:rw.rid. · '.:"!'.e ~b=-•.lt it. Ee e:i:.?1"\:~se(l 
tO these p.:lrconalities tb.; urgent e~j?3C.t.J.dOnG of Je'NS ·with re
gard to the .session of th<:: C-:iu':lci.1 ~·::-;d <Irg~C. them ~o oc eve'.!'."yth.ing 
that iC be broug~t U? fox discuasicn. Ee ~es liste~6d tc ~ith 
great courtesy and :J.ttentior:, b;.tt ·~h-c forcea of the opp.;)sition -- .· 
as described . in my m~:ncr~~c~ 0£ ·to~~y ' s date on the sacond sess
ion -- -were. at th2t ta0'.!1snt -coo stro:.g to bz c.vercome by personal 
intervention. 

cc: Dr. Slawson 
Ur. Danzig 
Dr. ·Segal 
Dr. '.tanenbaum 

: . . ~ 
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. MlM>RANDm1 ON THE JmISH ·DECREE Sept. 10. 1964. 

. . 

.· 1. ~ deicide· issue .against: the background of the Nazi· 
holocaust; the trauma ~d ~y ehe Jewish pa>ple. 

2 + · The realit7 ~f the dekide teachia&s f.qtact an the 
daily. security of. J'ews i1l Latin .America (Morris Abi:am' s nport: 
on Latin Amel'ica· visit. see attached press release); anti- · 
Semitic teachings based ~ distorted uae of the deicide theme 
in Catholic teztbooks. in America. Spain- Latin America, · etc. (See 
.attached Herald ·Trib~ stozy by JoAmle Price). 

--. 

3. Version introduced at ~econd session that dealt forth• 
rightly with the deicide char~ an<l condemnation of anti-Jewish . 
·hatred ~as universally .hailed by catholics as well .as ..Jews. See · 
attached eclitoriala from diocesan newspapers of Cardinal CUshing, 
cardinal Ueyer, .Cardlnal Spellman. Cardinal Ritter. and various 
American Dishops. Numerous national Catholic agencies have urged 
this action to be decisive and tmad>ipous. (See attar:hed 12eWs-
1etter ~or catholic. resolutions• W progr8JllS, ete.). 

4. A major issue involved in the passage of .a strong 
decree is that of the ~ontinued cooperative and harmonious re
lations between C&thollcs Qd ..Jews :ln America. Eighty pereent 
of American Jews voted the first Catholic int:o. the presidency 
of . the Unite.d States who was elected through a · coalition of 
Cethol~s, Jews, Negroes and labar votes. .Jewish sympathiea 
t~d Catholic posirtons on publf.c issues .. will be effec:ted by 
a weak decree • 

. s ~ . America is undergoiug a social rev0lution msriDg this 
election period Wicb promises an unprecedented outburst of bigotry 

· from the radical right with accompanYing auti.•Semitism. as well as 
anti-Negro racisct. ·A strong decree would. contribute to the 
solidarity of the American. ~ial order. ·· 

. . . 
PROSELYTIZING 

. . 

!.~ Judaism, ~hi.ch was a ~oselytizing ·religlan mtil the Fourth 
Century .and which still .avers universal aspir~tlons. aeknow~edges 
the clAms of Christianity to .proselytize. ·Dut to proclaim this· 
in a deeree Uiteiided to achtance Clir.istian-Jewish undentsnding 

. . 



. .... ~,.!--·~ ~ - • 

. .. 

, 

will contribute mt onty .to Catholic-J'ewlsh solidarity but to · 
the .reverse. 

· 2. P1-osel1t1z~ in itself 1s a source of great. &lctiO!l 
betweeb C8tbolics, h"otestmts. Eastern Orthodoz, and Moslems. 
It is eve. moi-e COQtroverdal t.o. J~1e who have. vitnessed the 
destruction of eiz million in .Western Christendom. 

· 3. 1.be living vitality of the Jewish people, lts c;ontinued 
existence as a witness to God's Providence and promises. 

. . . The terribly disturbed a,tmosp~ today caG on1J be rectified 
· by restoring the text of. chapter 1V introduced at the second 

session. 
. . 

Spell .o\lt what a pl.Ce· iG ldatory this would assure htm in 
the tradition of. ~egory the Great. calixtua Che Seccmd; (see 
St. · Louis Beview article.) 

. : . 
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Telephone call from zach $buster in Rome, Sept. 14, 1964 
, ... 

hv-1?..t }~ • . ' . . 
Rabbi Heschel had an interview A this._· morning with · the · Pope and. 

spen.t 35 minues with him in private · audience and had a long 

discussion. 

Rabbi Heschel gave him a veiy clear exposition of the four 
. . 

points and concentrated on the. passage on ~·onversion • . The Pope 

~onsiders the present document ·veey · friendly and _b,inevolent to t~· 

Jews . He claims it is · primarily a religious document and cannot 

be-ruled by people from the autside. He said the passage on 

conversion is b~sed on- the scriptures of the New Testament. It 

is what the Church i~self bas eX})ress-ed, and the Jews are not 

obliged to accept. The .deicide state•ntis also based on the 

scriptures of the New Testament. 

Many people ~ithin the Church believe that the declaration 
. . . 

is too favorable to the Jews. If there ~s too much pressure . 

brought to bear. they may taJte the declaration off the agenda. 

The· Pope was 'very friendly and cordial but he insisted that 

the document is a ~eligious belief and ba~ed on the scriptures / 

of the New Testament. It is up to the Council to decide the 

_ qaatter • . 

Dr. Heschel left the memorandum with the Pope which he 

promised to submit to the.Commission. 



~· · . ., .. '-' .. 

Telephon~ message from Dr. Heschel in Rome; after .his audience 
. . . .. . ~, . .. 

with the Pope, Sept. 14, 1964 • 

. The . Pope was . ~xceedingly cordia:\.)Y, ·very ·gracious and a· 
. . 

ver'1· encouraging person. Dr. Heschel made bis presentation of 

the · four points very.-clearly and with dignity • 

. -. · .. However. the Pope· sa:1d no conmitmen_t could be expected. · 

He said the document left with him will be $Ubmitted to the . 

cOm:nissi,oµ, but the . Pope _will d~fend .tbe · pt'.e~ent declaration. · . 
. . ~ : . . . . : 

. . 
· Cardinal Bea has called together ·a meeting of all the 

members of his comm!_ssi~n ·which will ~~.~ place t .omorrow; 
. . . 

Dr .• Heschel will · arrive in New York .tomorrow at 1 p .m. 

on Air franc_e, and will call Dr . · Slawson on his arrival. 

... . 




