
MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992. 

Series C: lnterreligious Activities. 1952-1992 

Box 25, Folder 3, International Jewish Committee for 
I nterreligious Consultations, 1970-1976. 

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 



.. 
• 

' . 

... . - . . . :_.. -. . 

.. .. . 

· ' ... 

.. . • . ! . •• t . ' . ... · . .. . ) . 
f ··: ' . 

~\: ~.. • .... • • ~· l.l • • ~- : .· ~· ... . . ·.~ .... : t~: .. ) . 
• - : ., : • ; • .. ~ • • •• t • • • ; :: : • 

. . · >.· - ·~.:_· .. ,~_~·:,.·:: .... .. ·~ ·· · .:·: : : ·~ ... .. . ..:'\ :~ ... , ... 
,. -: -, ~ - • • ~• : ,','!:I •' \ o < 

0 ·, ' r.. I, • : ' o ' ' •· ! > 1,•' ' , I ' "'! ' • : ;., • ·~· t , o •' 0 

nc following ·propo1al f~r the organization of: u ia:-cernatioul Jevi1b ~ttee·:· 
on InterreU.gioua Consultations, hereinafte~ Teferred to ••. the joint committee, · ... . 
was _&?proved by representatives of the participating ageacie1 at a meeting . .. _:- · · 

.held et the_ Synagogue Council of Ame~i~•- on ~~. ~.o~ .: ~910~·-(.-.· ._ ~ . .': ... : ; _-
1

_·· . ..-:. ·,.:;( ·j·. _ .. -:.: ·. 
• . • • ·• .•. . ·. . • li . .. 5 : . : ·,~ . ~. ' : •. • 

l) The joint committee ts to be c_omposed. of World Jewish· .COllgTee•, . · . . ·:;· ·; · .·· 
Synagogue Council of America and its constitu~t agencies, and .. ~:: ·. :" ' ·l -. . . .' -_ ~-:.~~ : 
Amorican Jewish Co:mittee. Additional members can be added to ~>-- :, ~ --< ·: 
the joint comittee with the approval 'of .it• ·present -1!1emberebf_,.:«<: .~ :··-:;-_·. .. .._.:, _. 

' :_. • < •.. • : ; ~ :~. • :! :.~I' ,, • ,., _,. .···:, .:· 
2) · The joint cocaittee is to, aerve as an instrument o·f lt• constituent ... - .. · ' . . " 

agencies in relations with the World Council of Churches and vi th ·. · ~ . "· · 
Vaticu agencies in consultations and conferencea. ~-.. · , . · : · ' · . ...-.~_- ~: <:'· ::~ ·~ ;-· :' > · 

. . . .. . : ~ . . . ·. . . . :'·1. ~ :. . "·" . . .. . . 

3) . The policies 'and progr~s of the joint c..;.ittee ~r~-"to · be deterain~· ::: <. -..:·._ 
by the full COlllllittee, each of its member agencies' haviug au equal ': > 
voice. It is understood that the programs o~ the joint committee -require .. , · 

. /~2. ~be co~en~_u·~- ~f the enti.re comm~ttee • . . -_.'.:::<'.- ; :~~;· ~: ::>,. , ... · .. ..... >~ ·:"_ ·.::::.~:· _.·~ 1 '.. ) _:·: .. :.: 

. 4) Co=sunications from the' joint committee are to 'be aesi.'t 01l tbe letter-.::-- < -... :. ; ... 
. bead of .the joint COD:lllttee and not OD that of _&ny ~f . itl ~ODlt~tUeDt:.: .. ~·:·. r~ ~ 7-.-. 

. ' . · .igenctea. · . --"" :-' . . : -_ ._ . " .. :·.. . . . ... ,;,. :.'·: ::.- . ,· ": · 
. . . .. ·. . . . . ~ . . ... . . .. . . . , : .. : . ·~ ... ' '.' . " . . . . : . ~ ... ~ ' .. : .. . ' . . 

:- -· Staff reeponaibilities in Hew York are to be 1ened ·by a per•on--~_' · ::,;:: .. :·:; · .· ~, ·. ~ .. 
designated by the Syna3ogue Cou.ncil ~f Alaerica and ~ person · -. '· ./'·· '.: .. · · · 
designated by ~erican Jewish Ccmmittee. : -;.:><.;::;° .; . ,.> ::-' . · -.:::.: :·:.:: . 

• • . • . . • ,,~ . • • 11 •• • • • : • •• ' 

Staff responsibilities in Geneva are ~o -be served by a person·-.. ·. .. ·: ~· 
designated by World Jevtsh Congress,· Who will vork in closest ·,.: ~ - · · - .· 

· · cooperation with a person desi~nated by American Jewish Comaittee -... . : ~ • c:::- ' .... 
and with persons designated by other members of the joint cCJ11111!1ttee. . ,_. 

; • • I' . ... . . 

'.'"' . 

. . • ._ • • • . • :-. ·_!· >7~.·..:_~ . .. . . 

· ·. 5) The joint. committee will elect a chairman from one of ·1t1 constituent 

... '-'. . . ·a_aenciea. l'he c~~in.ianship is to be rotated ~-·~"!,~~~ ··-.. . ":_~:~-~\ ... 
.. . · 6) · Responsibility for the arrange:iient for the parti'cipati911 of reprea~ta- - ,;:· :·: 

· . ·. : . tives from Israel and from other countrie• will be _that of the. joint :.~ -' 
· :: · ... · ·committee; with recopition of the 1pecial competence .and resources '::- , 
· - ·of World Jewish Congree_s i~ this area. The joint ~Olllaittee vlll seek ::~.,=~'.· · 

· . t<' facilitate and improve the procese ~f int•naattoL'll part1c1pati~n. . . - . , . . . . . .. 
.,... . .. - ·"· 

.·. :: " . r • • ... • .. ~ •• • ... : ' . ' . · : ~:- ~• • ::.:\.· • - • I' •• • , '~ 

' '.· -:: : :·' '. ··: ' • : · .. -,',. ,: .· . ') .• ·-· ·.·••. }~-f {y:··(, :..::-' ' : •.•• \ :-~ }~~ ?:;;' • ''• .:. ·,i.,.' ·, ·. '.: .· •. · .. ·.' _:.< { :r:~ 
. . , • . : - . . .. ·.,. ·. 
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/L~.~·/--.:.: : ... ·.~~:~;- .: :~· 

.Y.:.~~.'.'>_ ~? '.: ·. · ... <·i < .. ·.· , ·O, ' , .·.' 
. -: . . . . ' 

J: '· r.e Comtt~ Pr·oVisoire d'Orga:hlsatton ' ' 

' B~yroutha· ';: Nabil Abboud Parisi Pere Fra.nc;ots Btot 
· · . -, . .. ·. ·.- --..~ · Marie-Rose Boulos Claude Gault 

··· Pere jean Corbon Pasteur Jacques Loche.rd 
. · · ..-:; · .. : -.' ·. Gabriel Habib . . Georges 11/Lontaron 

'. I , ... o 

. _: ·.~- .:· ~ .· ... 
• t' .. 

I : .:• • 

... . . 
c •••• 

. ' · ~ " 
~ .. . ' 

.. --~· : . 

. -. :.::-_:··:: ·~ --·> ·Docteur -Eugcne Ma.khlQuf .· Pasteur Michel Wagner 
. .. ~· ;.:'. · ·:: :. ·:- ... Selim Nasr / ·· . .-,. : : ' ' . . ·. . . . ~. ' 
• • • • .-: •• • • ,. "t ' • ·t ~ • . ..$ :.~ '. 

11. ·- -·~-....... ·_· .... '.- :· :~; , ·.· .. 
- Abh!": .Espo.sito''. ~:· . . : . (Algerien)~ pratre-responsable de la. Communaut~ Saint-Hubert.· .. 

..• . d'Oran; professeur dnna l 'ensetgnement public. . .'"_ ' 

-·Pere· Paui.Ga'1thicr · (Fr~~is); Tond~;eur des Compa gnons et Compagnes de Jesus ~··~;-· 
. _. _. . · · · · .. Charpcritic!r; auteurs de nombrcux ouvra.ges; ... ", 
· ·, · · · _:_ · · · tra.vaillc actuellement avcc les rcfugies palestirliens · 

· :~ ·:·:.( : .. ·. ·· ... :, · · ._ pres .cle Husn (Jorclanie) _::--.. ; 

.. Per~ GQrizates~Rutz'cE~pa~ol) ; ·theologien de renomme mondiale. . ~~~- .'. 

-Geo~ges Hourdin .: . (fr~c;~ts); .. - journaltste; president du gr~upe de pres'se "La Vt~· 
·, .. . . , : catholique", .. Tc16rama", -"Croi s sa.nce des jcunes .. _ . 

· - : :": -~ ', · ... ... . · · · nattons11
, "Le Cri", "Informations catholiques inter-

. · . . . nationales", "Images <lu mois'~ (plus d'un million . · : .. 

. ·: -~.: - :: 
•. -1. ·. 

·· · · " · d'exe1llplaires de tirage global) -. '->· .' 
(F~~ais) ~crivatn, membre du Comite <le coordination de l~;.~'.._ .· 

. jeunesse orthodoxe de 1-"rance. r.c '.~: ~. 

. ,. :. ·. -· ·, . . ') ' 

: ...... 1 ::~ ... 
·- . Q~briet Matznef 

':'o 

- ·. · ... 
' . . : '. ' . 
;. , Georges i{ontaron (F~a~ais) ·militant de la Resistance; journ1.1listc, directcur -? · 

. · ' . . , ;. . de l'hcbd.o:nndaire fran~ais "T<~moigna.ge Chretien" f : 
... "::_;·_''./._; ·-,<_'._-.·::· .. .. . . vice-pr6sident 4u Centre national de presse catholique 
--".._-.:: .. <. . fr~ais. • . • . . '. . 

.. : Abbe. Pie~re · ;... · (Fr~~~s) itn~ie~ a~~nter de la. Marine franc;:atse; heros 4~ ·fa. 
.. , -. : , .. , " . . .-..... . . .. Resistance fran<;aise; fondateur de l' / "ssociation .. '. . 

· ·.• ., .. .. :·. ~,,,_._ .::f(,'' 1'~ .. : ..... ·"'~ .. ~.: • l.~ E •• • -~ 1 d-'- t # · :· · ·: .. : . : . :. :..· '."'"' .. :. , : _.... . . ~._ .. _. ... . _ " : ...... mma~s, wic en epu e. . ., .. 

- AbM' ]eaii·Scotto"·.:· ~Alg~rten) : : ancten cure de Bab-el-Oued; cure de Delcourts .<·).· 
; ·. · . . · ·· . ·. conseiller miuiicipal du Grand-Alger. · -:·::. : .· 

_., P~~ fuii.~ 'Timko<. (HonSrpts) pr~tre de l'Egllse· grecque-catholique; professe~"··-.: '. · 
: : ,· ·: .. . . de theologie a la Facultee de theologie de ~udapest~ ., 

. . ' 

· - l:ouis Vandevelde (Algerien) expert-comptabl<! de In Constantine; a anime, · pend8.Il' 
la guerre · d' Algerie, l' Association d •aide aux enf ailt.s 

,. , .. · . .. .. :. . :.· · · · algeriens au Z./1aroc et en 1Lnisie. · ,: .. ··: -: . 
... • •• ';:t 

' 
~ . Mgr-. Vttanyi .. (hongror!t) cure de la Paroisse Saint-Emeric de Budapest; ''. -._.·_ ." 

responsable des relations extcrieures de l'Episcop'at 
·· .: :~Y · '·-·: · :: -;:.-. · :,· - .hongrois. 

- Paste~··Michel Wiu~ner(Franc;Ais) pa$teur· de l'Eglise r~form~e de FranceJ secretait 
· _ · · .> . ._ . - . . . · ·. ·· . ,_ : · g~n~ral d·e la Clmade. · . 
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.~ . :: . : 
·- M.·" l.ou'is Terrcnotr~· 

-.~ . 
. · . (Fran~8.ts) d6put~ U. D.R. , ancicn mintstrc, .' <:. 

• • . • • _. 
1 

·~ .: •• ,. • .. . .... : • pr~ sidcnt de 1' Association t!P. solidaritd " 
·~ ·:-- ·:" .: .. :'..~ :-· :.:: • • : • .:\ r .... :· ~~::.< ,: . . · .. ~ •.. '.: ".:. . ... · ~ .. franco-arabe. . . ",: i . 

• M. Janus l.'lakowski -.~ · ~ : . .-.'.·. (Polonate>. -. ;·· . d~put~ catholique 0. ta Dtl?te i secr~taire 
_i ~.:· .. :.. • g~ncra.l. de la _Conference chrctienne pour 

., · · · '··.~ '. ·"·~-. · .· .·:.: . . · ." ': ... , . la fJa:btsfdzl)e Paix, . ·~;;" 

- · M,(.R6bert .. Buton · -1-.·~ (Fran~ais) . president du mouvement "Objectif 72" , . :\!· · 
, • . .. . . :· :. · .J _, ancien ministre. . . ·!.:·::'.. 
~. M~- ·Gabrt.el Ber·gouzno11x · -~~(Fr~_~is) • secretaire general a.djoi.nt <le la Convention 

., .. --. . .. des Institutions R~publicaines (groupe :. "· 
- .- .. . . . .... -:· · · · ·· politique dont l'animateur principal est ':•.·: . 

• :~.}-~ ,: ·: ...... .. . ··v ..... · . · · ·. 1
·-· Fr~ois Mitterand). . .:: i 

• P·~re ~obert Vand.ergllcht · · (Dldge) ';- · · -: · th~ologien de l'Un.iversit~ de Louvatn.: .··,.:, :: 

- lvl. Falix Rodes · .. (Gua.delou~en)". .. · . avocat ~ la Cour d'.Appcl de Dasses-Ter.re. 

- Mc·~_- charles Verny 

. . !. _~ __ .. ~,·· .: .: . > . .: .. 
. . ~ . . . . 

' . . ·~ ·.-; . -~ ~- ' ' ... ,..~ ·- .. .. 

':·. 
' 

.· . . ·: . . ' 

~: .. 1-t~ · Jcan-Marie ~ambert 
·._,: ~. ~ ··-· . . . 

•• · , : ·~·: .: : .. ' , 1 • '. • , • ~ ' ' 

- . · M.· Giorgio Girardet-
. · . . . . . . . ' . ~ . ·... ,; ' 

.. . }'.>ere l . uts Sena · · . . .-.. 

... . . . .. 

. . 
· . (Fr~ais) . .- avocat a la Cour .d' Appel de T>o.ris; ancien 

. " 

" 

,' .· 

deporte de la I~esistance; ancie.n respon • 
.:...;. ·· · · sable .. ues Jeune!3 de l'Orc;anisation civile et 

, .... _·: ::· militaire OCMJ~ ... . . · .... .. 
(Tunisie) .. 

. ., 
' . . .,, .. 

, ! •. 

. . ' 

... 



'•lii.'(;v.,-.,. .·~ • - - - ·- . .. n·: ~ .. ,. "·:t,.~.-- · .. ·. ·. · .i" · \'~':5.:.e ·c;:m:J · ,,;;L c.1i;1criaga· · dont nous. ~a.v~11t1 , Q C'Jll•::-•••·•IXi 1 ·:. · v " '': ' ' " ' """"' ,,.....,.., ....... Y•~··.· . -----··- · - · ·-~--- . ... . . ~ 
~ '· ·: · r:o;nbi•~n :a log-;quc ceti it.u~'Wc.ibls. . .; ·' • , <11:~1 ~·1u1tllerle 1~ ticlatc 1i:u.- d~s-1 do.s- ·:., !)flrtc:J eb hommes ·et ·en ·"'"£-::~'?.~~~·· • 
~:- ~ • •· • . . • __ .._ . · - , . liUll 1-:i <.-auft\, ct lt:.'.l av!o:o.s. !m'l\4-: ma~rtel. - (AP.P.) ~l "~- · .--:;' ·::·'il~~_;f,,'.>-"~ ~ •. ''f 
!i ~ . : .. '. -'/ .'. , • . · · (1) . P.O. l!oll 2Cl'l"J. 'l'tl•AV1v, · . . . : · . . .. ; . - · . . . • .. . " , ~ - . ': :· : . -, -, 
~- i.:ij l<:-r;)4~~-,~ ... :·"·: ·_.. ;.~~... • ~ .. , K' ... ~ ~. ·,·-.. ~ ' . .'.' ·: : ~-· • ' I .- ">< .. : ·<·. : .. .'. .. . . • . . . . · ,; '.: . : .. : .:. ' .. ~-·, _- ... · : ~;;· .... " il '. .. ' ~- '. ,, . 
ff ~:' .. ; )/'_t:t;,}: .. : ~?-~HiD · PiUP•, ik~diritieDS>&aD~ats fonBule dis 'f*Seneii, ~ :~;i:J:?T ~-\::1 .. ~·~ · <: ; > f 

··'< · "1/l~ .. .. . · a· propos de la coiafuence de· BeJIOtith"' : ~ ;.. f(".-.. " . 5~1 • . -... • 

~ .. v 
~;~. A la aulte ds la Minion, ci sent obstln~ment de preter la Jw.t;s. et aux Julfa seula, lo dft,~ bourg, qui a · Jric!R que a du a; 
·'.·~ , Beyrouth. de Za confirence mon- motndre attention au Judalsme a l eld.stence natlonaie. en tnvo- 1> clmlttens ne deoraient J>iil ittci- m 

1.: . dlale des clmJUens pour la Pales- dana toute t>a rl!allte. Les Org&· quant tel texte sacr9 OU telle tra- 1> ter ci la lutte, mats a la rkon- ii 
i.•.' · tine flJ. un groupe de chratens nlsatlons paleatlniennes et lea dJtlon. arbltratrement ~pares de » cmatton ~ntre ftd/11 et Arabeu. eleci" 

...- · fran~ noiu a adrenll u11e divers mtlleWt arabeS ont ete leur contexte. Cet ostraclsme rea- » Nous est1mona done qu'll mU 
:_ .... " dktaratlon .da.na zaquelle on JU : invites t. s'exprlmer llbrement t. semble tort au vteU an"1uda1~1 · convtent de tnettre l'oplnion en de ' 
~·- · 11 Un certain nombre de chrl!- Beyroutb. Les IaraelleDB et les dont U decoUle en partle, maigre . garde contre \:e qul nous paralt de 
Ill· · tlens proches du· monde arabe Jutts. eUJ:, n•ont pas ete lnvttes lea protestations des antlslontstea, constttuer une utlllsatlon abusive slt!i 
'~:'.~ . ;· ont orrants6 cea . jo\in-CL t. du tout, a !'exception de quelques metne de bonne fol. Cela equlvaut du chrlstlantame a des fins partl- pri 
~-- ·. ' ~U1; mte renccntre lntttul~ rares Julfa antl-11onls~, qul ne a pe.rpetuer la dlscrlmlnatlon qui sanes. Nous appelons lea cbretlena Qb 

·,"-. -; par .. eux ~ : - con(&enoe mcmd!ale constituent qu'une lnftme mlno- a. fait de:s Jults. pendant de:s sl~- · et tous lea hommes de bonne , ;.' 
~- -: i _. des chrettena ,pour la- Pa~tlna. rlt6. nullement n!pr6s:entatlve du clea, une mlnorlte P<>W'Chame. · •olont6 a ao d6tler des propa- _., 
~""-t .·; L'un des but.a de cette rencontre Judabme.- Vne att1tu4e aum . ~.en effj!t, absolument rlen.ne .1r&Jldea simpUates et. a tenter de ~ 
~V. : ~talt de SDUtenlr lea organtsatlana uflllatlfral,• ne peut abotitir qu'4 pennet de Justifier une afflrma- comprendre tout.es lea parties en . , 
~~::r,- palestlnl~ qul.luttent pour la aclter lt,11 paarion1 ee 4 retarder tlon aussl hldemment contralre pft&ence, ies llf"4'lfena comma iea ~~I~ 
~ ; •. d.est.nletJoli dea " structures- .. Ale 4'aut4n~ J'lleure de la pair. aux ~Its de Ja personno humalne : PaleBtmfens~ 'et · lea Paleatinfe1).I f- , 

y ' · . l'Etat d'Iaral!l en leur apportant ii Nombre de c:hr6t1en& dana le et t. l'esprtt de la d6clarat~ . comme les· ·lmJl!liena. Nous n~ , 
~-: -·.-, une caution· ~lenne.-- et une monde entler. n•approuvent paa ccmcllla1re Nortra IEtate. . • pretendons paa apporter de solu· mat&. 'i<-.• : · : . tent.atlve de Justl!lcatlon tMolo- cette. p 0 11tIqu8 d'allgnemcnt. » Dana une note pastorate ri- ; tton polltlque. car la pal.z ne peut. :ttrl 
~--. '.·-:.' gtque. Cetta fnltlaUve appelle de lncondJtlonnel aur lea theses pa- cent.o. le c»mJ~ . ~PlseoP&l f1"'-: : sortlr que ·d~ . m~.reasta eux'T ,.'..°!. · :(_ :-:- 1· · · .nntre pan de &6rleuaea ~ l~ennes. _Da llOUhaltent plutOt . ~& p0ur ·!es rela~~ ' avec le memes. Evitons au molna d'enve- u.ua. ii;.,. . . , 11 ll j . a;,· ~ l'orlginlf du .mdme-· un rapprochement dea point.a de Jadatame e denonc6 al ambtgut~ bl.mer II\ sltuatlo~ en OOdant it. la F - . · mept pro-palestlnten. un sow:t we, arm de pnparv une . pa1z D .de certatnes campagnea qut.mG- . Pa&Slon ~mtrtce_ de halm1, soua 

'
I~ · . . .... .de Ju.stlce qui noua paraJt incon- accordant dea prantles · d'exi&- · ». lent tndQment dea argument.a . quelque tonne, que ~t~ pasaloQ 
, .·. ~ ~· testable, maiB qul s•exen:e mal~ tence aµx una et. awe au~ dana • reUgteux A. des POSltl~ne P~: . 118 presente:' !I.- .- .- . • -. .. • .. 
t · .. - · '.heureusement a &elllS u n I q u e. toute IA mesure. du poa&ibla <avec • ment polltlques 1> •••. · • . . .-_ . ... : : • -~1 -· .- .: , . . . 
~·:: - . . -Nous.·ne S>mme~ pae des adDllrn·· blen des nuances, comme U · est 1 Cert&ln.e imt. prttendu blcn ; · (l~ Votr '4: M!'~ 4•~ • . •t 1~11> •· 
~~, · . . . ·:teUJ"S lnoondltlonnels -.'de· l'Etllt nature!, sclon les pref~ Poll:- l~ent qll'U y avalt. lA; .'unEi ; ~~ l91il. ;:r: .... -~" ·• -~-· · ._ .. . _ ... · 
!~'.~·-;_. ._ ... . ,. ·:· ;d'Isralil et de ~ polltlque actuelle. tlques de chacun l. Ma.la lea d6fen· · ~rence de la hlmuchie dans . ·. "cne"ciu.~~taine 'de· l>tl'll0nnet ~ni· 
. .;_~,: · r··,.. , ·. ·: · ·',. "O'Ja conoalSSOllS 1811 so.U#Jrancea seura de ces. position& plus 4!qu.t- ·le domain& temporela-Mala le rOle . ilp6 c:an~ d6clarattosa. Parma elles 
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BACKGROUND MEMORANDUM ON A.JC 1 S PARTICIPATION IN THB lm~IAT 
JEWISH COMMIT'l'EE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

At the June 24> 1970 meeting of the Board of Governors it: was 

voted unanimously to approve in principle the recommendation of the 

Interreligious Affairs Conmd ssian tW.t for one year• on a tr:lal 

basis• A.JC join with tbe Synagogue Council of America and the World 

Jewish Congress to form the International Jewish Coumd.ttee .on 

Interreligious Consultations (LJCIC). At the same time the staff 

was authorized to work out details that were still unclear and to 

present to the Board of Governors the completed agree:1ent for final 

approval. The unclear details included the setting up of procedures 

for designating a chairman and other officers, a voting procedure._ 

a policy regarding the~ .. issuance of joint statements, the drafting 

of a budget. and such guarantees as would assure the preservation 

of AJC's autonomy in progragpfng with the Vatican and the World 

Council of Churches. 

Since the June 24th Board meeting a consultation was held be• 

tween I.JCIC and the World Council of Churches. in Lugano, Switzerland, 

from October 27-30. Another coo.sult:ati.on was held between IJCIC and 

the Vatican Office for catholic•..Jewish Relations in Vatican Cit:y, 

December 20-22. AJC took part in both meetings. 

The wee meeting was called for the purpose of anticipating . 

certain pressures that were expected to be exerted against the wee 

~-. 
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Geueral Assembly in Addia Ababa, January 10-21 by anti-Israel forces 

from Arab and Afro-Asian representatives. It also was held as· a 

prelim1nary conversation &a with Arab Christiana to ascertain . 

whether the wee could become a forUZG for establishing commmi cation 

betveen Arabs and Jews. The Vatican meeting was regarded as of 

~jor f.mportance for at least two reasons: (~) the Vatican Office 

on Catbolic•Jewiah Relations brought to the consultation for t:be 

first time represenbltives from five major Pontifical Offices and 

Congregations, two of. which were in regular conmmication with the 

Muslim world and third world representati~s; (2) the Vatican pro• 

posed the setting ap of a permanent Vatican-world Jewish steering 

cOlllDittee f~ the purpose of improving relationships between· the 

Catholic Church and· the Jewish people throughout the world and also 
j:~t-<'.:-- . 

to anlili.Catbollss and Jews to work together in facing coumon human 
.. 

problems. A meaor:andum of agreement was drafted by the Vatican and 

Jewish representatives which reflected the consensus· of that meeting. 

The Vatican xep•w•••A••• representatives indicated that they were 

prepared to accept the terms of that: agreement as drafted. ('lbe 

Jewish representatives~ while indicating their support in principle 

for acceptance of the document> suggested that they would have to 

submit the memorandum for approval by their organizations). 

It should be notecl that the Jewish representatives felt that 

the proposal for setting up such a Vatican-Jewish steering coamlttee 
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on a permanent basis was a historic development unprecedented in the 

re lationsbipa between both communities. The Jewish consensus was 

that this afforded a unique instrument for communication of Jewish 

concerns on a very high level to the Vatican and because it 

represented a range of Jftish religious and cCJOIDlmel bodies. both 

in Israel and in Ilk other parts of the world would be taken 

seriously. 

A test of the value of this joint. steering coanittee came about 

when two days after the meeting the death sentences of 'two Jews were 

ennounced by the Soviet: Union. The Jewish representatives drafted 

a telegram to the Pope aaklng for Papal and Vatican intervention. 

Zach Shuster. who st~d behind in Rome for several days. informed 

us that the cable was brought directly to the Pope's attention and 

that interventions were made imnedlately on a number of levels with 

the Soviet Union. Since the setting up of the Vatican-Jewish 

instrumentality received a great deal of publicity •. including a 
' 

front page story in 'l1te New York Times. the Interreligiotta Affairs 

Commission felt: that: it would· be useful to make this interim report 

to the Board of Ga9emors as a matter of information. It is the 
' . 

present sense of the IAC that the vote in principle. to take paxt 

in IJCIC on a one year basis continues to have merit. The instruction· 

to the staf £ to work out the various details referred to above are 

beingcarried out. Ho proposals are being submitted at: this time 
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• 
in view of the fact that anotbar national Jewish agency is seriously 

considering joining rnc.. Should it do so within. the next period 

of weeks all of these. procedures will have to be considered anew 

.· and therefore i~ is thought ~se. to develop further procedures 

now. Should the other .Jewish· bod)' det~ not: to join by -~be 

·end ~f January or early February., AJC will nove to have these 

procedures clarified 1n writing and will then . submit . them to the · 

Board of Gowrnora for its approval. 

. ,.;• .. .. . 
.... ; _::· . -::::.:~· ·.'. -



Synagogue Council Draft 
CO:t\TFIDENTIAI. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

The following is a proposal for the organization of the International 
Committee on Interreligious Consultations, for the consideration and 
approval of the participating agencies. 

1) The joint committee is to be composed of World Jewish Congress~ 
S-ynagogue Council and its constituent agencies, and American Jewish 
Committee, Additional members can be added to the joint committee 
wit~ the ap~roval of its present membership • . . 

2) The purpose of the joint c0mmittee is to represent its constituent 
agencies in relations with the World Council of Churches and with 
·Vatican agencies in consultations and conferences. 

3) The policies and programs of the joint cormnittee are to be deter·· 
mined by the full couunittee, each of its member agencies having an 
equal voice. 

4) The joint committee is to operate through two offices - one to be 
located ,atthe :headquarters of World Jewish Congress in Geneva, the 
other at the Synagogue Coun~il of America in New York. 

All communications "from .th~ joint committee relative to the consult~ ... 
tions ~re to be sent on the letterhead of the joint committee and· not 
on that of any of its constituent agencies. 

Staff responsibilities for the New York off ice are to be served by a 
staff person designated by the Synagogue Council of America -and a 
second staff person designated by the American Jewish Co~ittee. 

The staff responsibilities for the Geneva office are tQ be served by 
a staff person designated by World Jewish Congress. It is understood 
that he is to work in closest cooperation with an overseas staff 
person designated by the American Jewish Committe~, and in the event 
~'nai B'rith-Anti Defamation League joins the joint committee, with 
an overseas person designated by B~nai B'rith-Anti Oefamatiori League. 

5) The joint colilIIlittee will elect a chairman from one of its con
stituent agencies. The chairmanship is to be rotated on an annual 

. basis. 

6) Responsibility for the arrangement for the participation of rep
resentatives from countries other than the United States will be~. that , 
of the joint committee, with recognition of the special competence and · 
resources of World Jewish Congress in this area. The joint connnittee 
will seek to facilitate and improve the process of international 
participation. 

70-700-19 ' *** 
, . . :· ,. -

. .. -



Memo From \~0e 
RABBI HENRY SmGMAN 

EXECUTIVE VICE- PRESIDENT 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK. N . Y . 10016 C 212 ) 686-8670 

Dear Marc: 

jd-;197J 

Enclosed are the materials I promised you along 

with the .final version of the agreement. 

Warmest regards. 



~~~~un~ ~llt~U1~u . ~UL1 L~ Ln Mtt l l~u 

AT"CARDINAL ' O•coNNOR'S" ... . . 

Bishop George W. Basho~e 
Bishop of Boston 
IJnited Methodist Church · 

. :, .. 
Dr. Harold Bennett · ·· 
Pres. and Treas. a·f Executive Committee 
Southern Baptist Convention 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Bishop Philip of Daphnousia 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

Bishop Paul A. Duffey 
Secretary ·· . 
Councfl -of Bishops ·: .· ·· .· 

. . . 
Rev . Or. Miltiades B. Efthimiou 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

of N. & S. America 

Bishop William Frey 
Episcopal .Diocese of Colorado 

His Eminenc~. Archbishop ·Iakovos 
Greek .Or.thodox Archdiocese of N. 

& S. Ame,ri ca · 

Rabbi Henry O. Michelman 
Synagogue Council of ·America 

Ms. Candice Mueller . 
The Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod 

. : _. ···:: . ! :·: · ~.·:-:: .. ~ .. . -=.·~1 ·=· 

Most Reverend Francis J. Mugavero 
Bishop of Brooklyn ·· 

His Eminence 
John Cardinal O'Connor 
Archbishop of New York 

Or. B. Edgar Johnson .· 
General Secretary 
Church of the Nazarene 

Rev. Dean ·M. Kelly 
·Nationa1 ·council of Churches 

Dr. Jerry R. · Kirk, President · 
National Coalition Agafost 

Pornography · 

His Eminence 
John Cardinal Krol 
Archbishop of Philadelphia 

Robert Banks representative of 
His Eminence, Bernard Cardinal Law 
Archbishop of Boston . 

. . .. .. ... 

Or. Richard P. Lindsey 
Church of Jesus Christ of latter 

Day Saints 

Most Reverend James W. Malone 
Bishop of Youngstown 

Or. Billy A. Melvin • . 
Executive Di rector· · 
National Association of Evangelicals 

Or.John H. White, Vice President 
National Association of 

Evangelicals 

Bishop Clyde E. Van Valin · 
Free Methodist Ch~reh of North 

America 

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger 
Synagogue Council of America 

Dr. Jack Stanton. First Vice Pres. 
·southern Baptist Convention 
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As religious leaders. we believe in the inherent dignity of each 
human being. Created in God's image and likeness. the human person is the clearest 
reflection of God's presence among us. Because human life is sacred we all have a 
duty to develop the kind of societal environment that protects and fosters its develop
ment. This is why we address a broad .range of life-thre~ten.ing and life-diminishing 
issues. These assaults on human life and dignity are all distinct, each requiring its 

own .moral analysis and solution. But they must be confronted as elements of a larger 
picture. 

The particular purpos·e of today's meeting is to bring into clear focus a 
major factor in the assault on··human dignity and the consequent dehumanization that 
it promotes: hardcore and child pornography. The occasion of our gathering is the 
recently released Report of the Attorney General's Commission on Porno9raphy. We 
are in unanimous agreement that hardcore and child pornography. which is not protected 
by the Constitution, is an evil which must be eliminated. 

As re 1 i gi ous 1 eaders, our primary res pons i b.il i ty is to teach and mo ti va te . 
. We can and must help people understand the moral dimensions of the problem of hardcore 
and child pornography and what their responsibility .is in this regard, while fully 
respecting freedom•1of expression guaranteed by the First Amendment. In particular, 
we wish to make it clear that we do not and will not advocate "censorship". Our .. .. 
understanding of censorship implies actions being taken against materials which are 
protected by the First Amendment. Given the .infonTiation and mo~ivation, people will 

do what is necessary to affect public policy. 

As teachers, we will do all in our power to proclaim the truth of human 

dignity and ~reedom, and to promote the God-given human values needed for the moral 
health of our society. 

The large gathering of religious leaders representing a broad spectrum 
of the religious comnunity at today's meeting is an indication of the seriousness of 
the problem and our commitment to addressing it. Today's meeting is the beginning 
of an ongoing process which will facilitate greater cooperation on this vital issue 
among religious bodies. 

We hereby subscribe to this co~nique as .responsible individual~ and 
religious leaderS with the understanding that we do not necessarily speak for our 
entire .constituencies. . . 
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."""" Jntem11tio1111/ f!ewislt (]p111111ittee lJll J111 
432 .Park Ai·enue Souch/New York, N.Y. 10016/Tel. (212) 686-8670 
1 Rue ~ Varembe / 121 I Geneva 20, Su·ic~L"Tland I Te/_ (022) .14 13 25 

~nilSritucnr Agencies: -
WORLD JEWISH CONORESS 

SYNAGOGUE COU~CIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEW ISH COMMITTEE 
MEMORANDUM 

V7(_;~, . . 

March 23, 1972 

TO: Members of· ijcrc 

FROM: Rabbi Henry S~egman 

SUBJECT: Proposed Revised Procedures for IJCIC 
-. 

1) The International Jewish Committee on lnt~rreligious Consultations 
.(IJCIC) is to be 'composed of World Jewish Congress, Synagogue 
Council of America and its constituent agencies, American Jewish 

. Committee and B'nai B'rith-Anti Defamation League. 

2) IJCIC is to serve as an instrument of its constituent agencies 
in relations with the World Council of Churches and with Vatican 
agencies in consultations and conferences. 

3)' The' chainnanship of IJCIC is t:o be rotated among the constituent 
agencies, and will 'be held for a two-year · period. This arrange
m~nt is tp be reviewed in four years. The n'ext rotation is to 
oocur on September 1, 1972. 

4) IJCIC is to have two official addresses. The U.S.A. address is 
to be the Syt11agogue Council of America, and the European address 
is to ·be the _Geneva office of World J ewi sh Congress . 

5) The co-secretaries of IJCIC in the U.S.A. arf to be one person 
each from SCA, AJC and ADL. The co-secretaries in Europe are 
to be one person each from WJC, AJC and B'nai B'rith-ADL. 

6) The policies and programs of IJCIC are to be determined by a 
body ·comprised of representatives of each of the constitue~t 
agencies.• This body is to be designated as the Steering Com
mittee of IJCIC. Each of the four constituent agencies will 
determine for ...itself the number of persons who wi 11 serve as 
its representatives on the Steering Committee. Each of the 
constit~nt agencies will have but one vote, and th 'e polici~s 
and programs of IJCIC require the consensus of its constituent 
agencies. 
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7) Communications from IJCIC are to be sent on the letterhead of 
IJCIC and not on that of any of its constituent agencies. 
Internal comm~nications to member agencies of IJCIC can go 
over the signature of the SCA or the WJC staff person in 
charge. All other communications must bear the signature 
of the chairman of IJCIC or of the co-secretaries. 

The letterhead of IJCIC should carry the U.S.A. and Geneva 
addresses, the names of the constituent organizations and 
the name of the chairman. 

8} .A staff Liaison Committee will have the responsibility of 
meeting with parallel committees of the World Council of 

~ Churches and of the Roman Catholic Church for the purpose 
of planning j9int activities, which require the approval 
of the Steering Committee. The Liaison Committee wi ll be 
composed of one person each of WJC, SCA, B'nai B'rith·ADL, 
AJC and t~e Israel Jewish Council for Interreligious Contacts. 

9). Budget. The Synagogue Council of America will itself bear all 
expenses incurred in connection with the administration of the 
U.S.A. qffice of IJCIC, and World Jewish Congress will itself 
bear all expenses oc~urred in the European office of IJCIC. 
The constituent agencies of IJCIC will be responsible for the 
expenses of their own representatives to all meetings of IJCIC. 

·Trre constituent agencies of IJCIC will share equally in all 
common expenses, such as travel costs and honorariums of 
specialists and speakers, translation and secretarial ser
vices at international conferences, etc. 
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J11ter11atio1111/ Jewislt eomDrittee 
OH Jutcf r~f iQiOllS eo11s11/!11tiOJtS 

· 432 Park Avenue South I New York, N. Y . 10016 f Tel. 686-8670 
1 Rue de V arembe /Geneva, Switzerland I Tel. 34 1-325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

W ORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOG\)E COUNC IL OF AMERICA 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

PRIS!NT: 

-: 
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MINUTES OF IJCIC MEETING 
March 23, 1972 

Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, Chairman 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner· ; . 

~ Dr. Benjamin Epstein 
Rabbi Israel ~lavan 
Max Kelaaet 
Rabbi Blkaaah Schwart• 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
Rabbi Benry Siegman 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

I JOINT STUD! WITH TRI W01lLD COUNCIL OP CHURCHES 

March 29, 1972 

Rabbi Henry Stegman. reported that two- of the four members of the 
Jewish Study Committee, Prof. &nil Packenheim and Prof. Uriel Tal 
have indicated that they are unable to attend the meeting in Geneva 
scheduled for the veek of April 24. Following consultations with 
the Chairman, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, he 
invited Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon and Rabbi Daniel Silver of Cleveland, 
who agre~d to serve on the committee and to attend the Geneva meeting. · 

. . . 
Rabbi Tanenbaum indicated that in his conversations with Rabbi Stegman .. 
he had approved the names of Prof. Talmon and Dr. Lou Silberman. The 
name of Rabbi Silver had not been mentioned. He indicated that while 
he had no objections to Rabbi Silver, and does not now propose any 
changes, he wishes to etress the principle that clearance with all 
the participating agencies on 1uch matters is essential, and that in 
the future no such action be taken without full clearance. 

Rabbi Hertzberg 9lJplained that the action was taken under great pres
sure because Dr. Gerhart Riegner called from Geneva and pressed for 
an innediate commitment. Both be and Rabbi s'tegman agreed that no 
exceptions should be made in the clearance policy. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner re~uested that. the invitations be withdrawn, 
since they were not cleared with his agency, and proposed the fol
lowing names: Prof. Shemaryahu Talaon, Prof. Lou Silberman of 

:'· 
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Vanderbilt University, Rabbi Levy Olan of Dallas, and Prof. Ellis 
Rivkin of .the Jewisb ;lnstitute of Rettgion, in that order. Ria 
suggestions vere accepted by the committee. 

It was agreed that the 3etrisb Committee should •eet at leaat once 
in the United States before the Committee convenes in Geneva. They 
would meet shortly with members of our .committee, and then by them
selves. 

I • • J • 

II JOINT COMMITTDS WITH TllB ROMAN CATHOLIC CDRCR 

Rabbi. Hertzberg reported oa our earlier ~greement to staff the study 
on the role of people, land and faith vith Prof. Zvi Werblowsky and 
a person to be designated by Rabbi Joseph 8. Soloveitchick, and the 
COimmittee on Human~Righta with Dr. Gerhart Rtegner, Rabbi Marc Tanen
baum and Profesaor'' Lou Henkin. If Prof. Henkin cannot accept, the 
in~itatton would be extended to Prof. Milton Konvitz. 

It was agreed that these committeea should be fonnally constituted 
without fu~tber delay, and that we notify the Vatican Office on 
Catholic-Jewish Relations of these appointments. 

· ; 

III IJCIC PROCEDURES 

Dr. Benjamin Epste~n reported that B'~i B'rith-ADL has formally 
decided to apply for membership in 13CIC, and that a letter to this 
effect woiala' be sent to IJCIC shortly. · ... 

Ral>bi Stegman reported that ao lnf ormal meeting of the heads of 
agencies was held earlier in the week, at which the structure and 
procedu~ea of IJCIC were discussed. Rabbi Stegman was asked to 
pat these in writing and to circulate them to the constituency of 
IJCIC. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner said that he considered this to be an ap
propriate time to place before the committee a re~uest that the 
UAHC be given a seat on the Steering Committee. It was agreed 
that this vaa a matter that should first be decided within the 
Synagogue Council of America, and then submitted to IJCIC. 

~. 
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Rabbi Henry Siegrnan 
International Jewish Committee 
on Interreligious Consultations 
432 Park Avenue South 
New York~ New York 

Dear Henry: 

April 3, 1972 

. Thank you very much for your prompt remission of the proposed revised 
procedures for IJCIC. I believe that the first six points accurate.ly 
reflect our understanding. However, I have some questions about the 
last ~hree points. 

In phrasine poin~ seven the way you did, I believe you missed the en
tire thrust of our discussion. At our meeting, we recognized that on 
a de jure basis, all members of the secretariat will be co-equal even 
though on a de facto basis the co-secretary housed in the official 
"address" of IJCIC would bear the greatest burden of work. We also 

. agreed that we should make every effort to have as much of the corres
pondence sent under the name of the Chairman rather than the secretar
iat. In view of this, I would suggest that item seven read as follows: 

7) Communications from IJCIC are to be sent on the letterhead 
of IJCIC and not that of any of its constituent agencies. 
Wherever possible, communications should bear the signature 
of the Chairman of IJCIC. Where this _is not possible> the 
communication shall bear the signature of the co-secretaries. 
However, when any member of the secretariat communicates to 
member age~cies of IJCIC, it need carry only his signature. 

While we were inclined to agree that the IJCIC letterhead should carry 
only the USA and Geneva addresses, the names of the constituent organi
zations and the name of the Chairman, it was my impression tha~ we 
decided to hold off final judgement until we could examine what other 
alternatives were available. 



.. 

Rabbi Henry Siegman (2) April 3., 1972 

Point eight represents our present understanding but we did, as I · 
recall, agree to explore the possibility of adding the European 
secretariat. Perhaps th~s should be stated. In any event, I as
sume that in addition to the five you mention, the Chairman of IJCIC 
would also be a member of the liaison committee. This should be 
made clear. 

Finally, I would suggest - for the same reasoning express~d with 
regard to point seven - tha~ point nine read ·as follows: 

9) Budget. Each constituent agency of IJCIC will bear 
whatever expenses it incurs in connection with normal 
office administration for IJCIC. They will also each be 
responsible for the expenses of their own representative 
to all meetings of IJCIC. They will share equally in all 
common expenses, such as travel costs and honorariums of 
specialists and speakers, translation and secretarial ser
vices at international conferences> etc. 

' I trust these changes meet with .your approval.· 
.; 

Best regards. 

,. 

BHG:kh 
cc: Rabbi Irwin Blank 

Ben Epstein 
Rabbi Arthur Herzberg 
Max Melamet 
·Rabbi Joachim Prinz j 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum . 

--. 

Cordially, 

Bertram H. Gold 
Executive Vice President 
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM 

TH!.: FAC.U I TY or f·:UM.l\N l1!!:~ .·, .... . ... :: 

•. ·. 

17 April, 1972 

Dear H~nry '· 

Thank you for your letter of N•rch 28 cum Memo of 
March 23. 

I read and re-read the memo .containing the proposed 
rewised pro.cedure!! for IJCIC and .feel that they are 
~easonabte:and fair enough, except for one point which 
I am afraid I have to raise at this junc ture, insisting 
that a decision be taken on the ~ubjecto 

According to §a a representative of the Israel Jewish 
Pouncil etc. will be a member of the Liaison Committee. 
This paragraph formalizee the de facto situation. It wae 
a situation which I accepted ae lon~ as IJCIC wae, as 
it were, in statu~ gestationis viz. (to change my 
metaphor) 11 running in"il-.... '\..lfow that our proct:dures are 
being revieed and put on a regular basis, 1 feel that 
th~,·Israel group should have the r egular status of a 
"constituent agency" ae envisaged by §§1 ~nd 2 of your 
memo. The argument that the admission of the Israeli 
Group would open the door to other national (ae distinct 
~rom international) organizations doesn't hold water 
eince ever3body agrees that Ierael and the problems 
regarding· Israel have a special 5tatus in what is called 
"World Jewry". To have meeting3 where over 50~~ of . the 
discussion is devoted to Ierael or Israel-related problen 
(Jerusalem, Arab refugees, People and L~nd, \'l'CC and 
their Fa1:h-contacts etc. etc.) and then to have the 
-I~rael representative as a kind of fifth wheel to the 
cart is simply inadmissible. According to the pre~ent 
draft the rotating chairffianship could never come to the 
l5raeli.member because -althou5 h ruember 01 the Liaison 
Committe~- he does not repre~ent one of the conetituen~ 
agencies of IJCIC. (No personal · a 111bi tions involved: by 
the time the chairmanship will vime to the Isr~eli 
member my place will -hopefully- have been taken by 
someone else). I have n o strong f~ elings on the ~ubject 
of an Israeli "co-secretary", but the time has now come 
to formalize our st-.tus as et consti tuent agency. 

Best regards and ~11 good wishes, 

Rabbi . Henry Siegman, 
T.unn. New York. 

Yours sincerely 

R.J.Zwi WerbloWllky 
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SVN_AGOGUE COUNCIL OF A .MERICA 432 P/\llK AVENUE soun~ .. · NEW YORI<. r·! . Y. 10i".•1C • (21 ?.) 686-8670 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

S P1es;denr 
c: •. ~•::>1 Irving Lehrman 

Fust V1ce-Presl(Jent 
:-··!lll1 Irwin M SIM• 

~ • r,.-1<1 V1c&-Presiden1 
· · ·-,, Josech 1 ooks1~1n 

1••t 1:~pondmg Secrarary 
'looert L Adler 

.:,•.-ordinq (;ocrdt.iry 
t i:11old 11: ao ... or 

Treasurer 
.\.1oscs Hornsrr.tn 

• 

• ••w· .. ·c,'i\'C V1ce--Pres1<;1ent 
.,~C'l>i H enry S i&gm3n 

I J( ( ( 

._· J • 

Dr. Bertram H. Gold 
Executive Vice President ·· · 
The American Jewish Comnlittee 
165 East 56th Street : 
New .~ork, N.Y. 

Dear.· Bert : : 

Many thanks for your letFer of April 3. 
~ 

April 18, 1972 

• While I ~o not object in principle to your suggestion for paragraph 
#7, I t~ink we would be happier with wording that would incorporate 

NAT10NALAovisoRvcouNc110ne of your own sentences: "At our meeting, we recognized that on a 
.-tonorary Chairman de jure basis, all members qt . the secretariat will be co-equal even 

·• .·• AnhurJ. Gnrri1>erg though on a de t"acto basis the co-secretary housed in the off icia 1 
Chaitm;,n · 

J&ckA \.oldf;lrb 'address' of IJCIC would bear the greatest burden of work. II It i s 
a matt'er we ~ill have to discuss furthe·r • 

• 
CONsT1TUENTORGANIZATioNsl agree that point 8 represents our present understanding. 

:t ·· .. !orence nf A:-nerican ~:1blJ1s 

• .. :ibon1c~1 Assem1.:v I accept y~u r rewording of paragraph 19. 
f, 

•• 

' ... 

' ,,, "'""'''c~" ri, . .,,e:w Finally 
,~,\nQregat1.:,n•: , 

"'"odv• J~w1~h Ct"1n9rcya1tJl,e UAHC 
of J\niet1.::~ 

a matter we , will still have to consider is the addition of 
to the Liaison Committee. 

Warm personal regards • 

-
Sincetely yours, 

Rabbi Henry Siegman 
Executive Vice President 
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Rabbi Henry SIE~EAH 
Synagqgue ~ouncil of America 
432 Park Avenue South 
l'Ie w York 

== :~.Y. 1 0016 

Dear Henry, 
' ' , 

Geneva, April 21, 1972. 

~ : Proposed Revisej Procedure for IJ~IC 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your oemore.nd'.l!.i of ;.:arch 230 
I would like to present so~e reme.r~s concerr.ing Point 5. of your heoo. 
we have never agreed in the past that the~e should be a group of co- SecrP.tar i 
of IJCIC in the united States and another group of co-Secretaries in Ew:cpe. 
Our agreement in the past was that each of the cons~ituent agencies was 
entitled to eppoint one co-~ecretary. I believe t his principle s!iould be 
~intained , as it is the only one which c.::.n secure :h~: we ~ct as ~ group • 

If we would es:ablish two group~. one in t:-:ie l:nite:i Sta:es and 
one in Europe, the \o/JC would have to ask !O have one co-SecretC!ry .'is a oe!.!!bei 
of .the ABerican group. · I believe however that such a change is not the df;hi 

· soluiion for the situation. i-.ny establishr.:ent of :wo group::> of co-Secret~~ir 
would create ·-the question of who is to decide what, and ·..iho has' to have the 
last word, ar.d in my opinion it would endlessly co~plicate our procedure$. 

I have not found a.~y difficulty in the arrs~geoents which we hevt 
~d until no\·t and I think they shoulj be rr:aintained. This does of course noi. 
prevent at all that I , for instance, should keep ir. clcse touch with the re
presentatives of the other constituent agencies in ~rope. 

~Please convey these views to the other con~tituent members. 

With kind rega!"ds , 
Sincerely yours, 



• •r • ....... - .... J. l .. 
/11(e~lfllfiOJJ..llf !fewislt eommittee OJI Jnterre/igious eo1ts11/tatio11s 
432 Park Ai:emic Souch/Ncw York , N.Y. 10016/Tel. (212) 686-8670 
1 Rue de Varl!mbc:/ 1211 Gcnc..·a 20, Swici:erland/Td. (022) 34 13 ::25 

C onstituent A gencies: -
'WORLD JEW ISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

~ IJCIC MEETING 

PRESENT: 

, . May 17 ,1972 

· 10: 00 A.M. 

Synagogue Council of America 

.: 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg - Presiding 

Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Dr. Norman Laum 
Morris Laub 
Rabbi Elkanah Schwartz 
Rabbi Henry S~gman 
Rabbi Solomon J. Sbarfman 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Dr . Shemary-ahu Talmon 

·'Rabbi Walter Wurzburger 

May 26 , 19 72 

Dr. Morman Lamm and Dr. Shemaryahu Talmon reported on the meetings of the 
Scholars Committee that were held in Geneva the week of April 24. 

There were two points that~ received special emphasis. Some of the Christians. 
particularly Lucas Vi scher , wished to angle out the State of Israel as an 
example of the ambivalence of nations. The position taken by the Jewi sh 
coamittee was that within the context of a study of world community, Israel 
may not be singled out in this manner. Its existence should not be con
sidered more problematic than that of Bangladesh or any of the other third 
world nationalisms. This is not to say, however, that the Jewish under
standing of .Israel's nationhood is not a legitimate issue for discussion 
between IJCIC and the Wol;ld Council of Churches. . 
The second point that was made was that one member of the 
was prepared to take up the issue of a Jewish theology of 
question the Christian side is very much interested in. 

' 
Jewish committee 
Christianity, a 
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. In regard to this second point, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg reaffinned for the 
record our formai opposition to any consideration of a Jewish theology of 
Christianity. Be stressed that with respect to the question of what is 
and what is not discussable with the World Council of Churches, the 
Scholars Committee is subject to the discipline of IJCIC. He tha.nked 
the members of the Scholars Committee for respecting this understanding • 

With regard to the first point, Rabbi Henry Sie.gman observed that the in
sistence by Lucas Vischer to give special attention to the case of Israel 
should not be seen in a ,negative light. Indeed, it was IJCIC ~bat had 
taken the initiative in suggesting that an understanding of Israel in the 
light of Jewish history and tradition be an impbrtant subject of our con~ 
versations . 

Rabbi Marc_ ·Ta~enbaum urged that the Scholars Committee not avoid the issue 
of Israel; Re felt this w~s particularly important for political reasons, 
since ther~. are enormous pressures on the World Council of Churches, as a 
result of its Third World orientation and the insistent claims of Arab 
Christians and its Orthodox constituency. 

Drs. Lamm and Talmon agreed. They pointed out that they only objected to 
the singling .~ut of Israel as representing a very special problem in the 
context of "Quest for World Community." 

..e · · 
The following schedule of meetings with the World Council of Churches vas 
proposed and approved : 

·a) J~i~h Study Group to meet the evening of December 9 
and the day of December 10. 

b) The Joint I3CIC-World Co"fcil of Churches Study Groups 
to meet the evening of D~ember 10 and the day of 
December 11 • . 

c) The larger consultation of IJCIC and World Council of 
Churches to begin the eveuiog of December 11 and run 
through December 14. 

Rabbi Hertzberg proposed that he designate the following to serve on the 
Jewish Study Group: Prof. Emil Packenheim, Prof . Morman Lamm, Prof . Uri 
Tal, Prof. Sbemaryahu Talmon, Prof. Lou Silberman. The suggestion was 
moved by Rabbi Tanenbaum.and approved by the comnittee. 

'· 
It was agreed that of the four subjectsrequiring further investigation 
by the Jewish Study Group, as described on page three of the "Joint 
Proposals" document, ve would invite Dr. Uri Tal to undertake the first , 
Dr. Shemary-ahu Talmon the second , Dr. Norman Lamm, the third, and a 
committee composed of Prof. Lou Henkin, Dr. Gerhart Riegner and Rabbi 
Marc Tanenbaum the fourth. 
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Rabbi Siegman ~nformed the committee that he had been called by ~urt 
Naylor of the NCC asking that SCA bgst a meeting with Archbishop 
George Appleton of Jerusalem and Dr. Johan $noek, Director of the 
WCC Committee on the Church and tb~~Jewiah People. Archbishop Appleton 
is visiting the United States in his capacity .as Chairman of the WCC 
CODDittee. Rabbi Siegman suggested that since they are coming on be
half of the World Council of Churches, the meeting should be arranged 
by IJCIC rather than SCA. The date on which Appleton and Snoek are 
available for such a meeting is Wednesday , M&y 31. 

Rabbi Harc ·Tanenbaum suggested that a telegram be sent to Archbishop 
Appleton inviting him 'to suggest an agenda. It was agreed that such 
a telegram be sent over the signature of the chairman. It was also 
suggested that, if possible, arrangements be made to enable Archbishop 
Appleton to •iait Jewish institutions in New York so that he may get 
some imp~ession of the vitality and character -of -American Jewish life • 
Morris Laub agreed to tl')j to set up such visits. 

. . 

' 

........ 
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J11t<.r11atio11a!.fewislt Committee. 
(J}f Jitterrelig/011s· eo11s11/tati~1ts' " . . . 

: -~ . . .... • .. 

432 Park Awnue So11ch I N~u· YOTk, N. Y . 1001'6:/ Td. 686~8670 · 
•11 ' .~ 

.J Rtte· de Varembe/ Qeneva,.SwiL;z;,erland/ T el. j4z.:32·5 ·' · · ' ' 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

WORLD JEWISH CONCRESS 
I '. • 

SYNACOCUE,COUNCIL OF AlvjERICA 

AMERICAN JEW ISH COMMiTTEE 
.. : ·~·.: ~· ·. . 
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MEMORANDUM 

.ro : Members. of IJCIC 

. .· .... FROM: ·: Rabbi Henry S i4'8'1lan 
" r. 

SUBJECT: Next Meeting 

' 

·June 1, 1972 

Enclosed please find the minutes of the March 23 and May 17 meetings 
of IJCIC . ... 

The next meeting of ric1c will ~~ake. place on: 

DAT!: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

Thursday, June 22 

3:00 P.K. 

Synagogue Council of America 
432 Park Avenue South 

The first and major par.t of the agenda vill be devoted to a discussion. 
of .the proposed . organization and ·procedures of IJCIC. We will also 
discuss the organization of studies with the World Council of Churches 
and the Roman Catholic church. 

Kindest regards . 

-
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA• 432 PARK AVENUE.SOUTH, NEW YORK. N .Y . 10016 • {212) 686-8 6 70 
-~~--~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

.memorandum 
to:' 

from: 

subject: 

SCA Component of 'I.JCIC .June 1. 1972 

Rabbi Henry Stegman 

Proposed Revised Procedures for I.JCIC · 
. , -.. 

You received a memorandµm from me, date~ March 23, 1972. containing 
proposals for revised procedures for 1.JCIC. We have since received 
a nUQlber of comments, suggestions and criticisms. We are now re
qu~red to take a formal SCA pee-ition via-a-via our partners in 
IJ.CIC (World .Jewis~ Congress. &qerican Jewish Committee. B' nai 
B '.rith-Anti Defamafion League and the Israel component) with re
gard to the suggested procedures. 

I should like ~o make the following proposals for your consideration 
and approval: 

1) Prc;>f'. Zvt Verblovsky from Israel has requested that the Israel 
c°'ponent be considered a formal constituent of I.JCIC. I sug
gest that we support tlnit re~ueat. 

2) · Paragraph 15 of the March 23 meao· calls for three secretaries 
.. of IJCI~, 1n the U.S.A. (representing SCA. AJC and B'nai B' rith· 

ADL) and three .secretaries in E~rope (representing WJC, A.JC 
and B'nai B'rith•ADL). On the basis .of suggestions received 
from Gerhart Riegner and Zvi Verblowsky I suggest this be re
vised so that there be fivp secretaries, one each for the five 
constituent bodies. · 

3) I sugge~t that' ve support the UABC recommendation that a UAHC 
representative alt as a pennanent mentber of the Staff Liaison 
Committee (paragraph #8 in the memo of March 23). 

4) I s~ggeat that ve amend what is para~raph number 7 in the memo 
of March 23 so that the letterhead of IJCIC carry the names of 
the constituent agencies of the Synagogue Council of America. 

... 
'· 

I. 
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Please let me have your reaction• to theee propoeale as soon 
aa poaeible • . As you will see f~om the en~losed notice, ve 
have ecbeduled a meeting of IJCIC oa Juae·22 which will be 
devoted to a discussion of these procedures. 

Eiadest regards • 

' · . 

·. 

·<=; 

' 

... . 
'. 
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JOINT PROPOSALS 

In acccl-d.ance with .:i decision mude by the Jewish- L'.hri:.::1. Llll C0n.sulbt:ion held 

in Lugano in Oetober 1970, whose Gllljor theme was "The quest for a world 

_, community ~ Jewish and Christian perspectives", Jewish and Christian Study 

Groups have been established and .'.:let jo.intly in Genev.'.l in April 1972 . They 
·' 

have agreed upon t~e following proposals and present them as agenda for the 

plenary meeting 1n the autumn of 1972 . 

I. 

. ·" .,- The present world situation is charaeterized by increasing interdependence. Mass 
I 

eo~.c:iunication · from continent to continent bring close to us the concerns of 

millions of people C"f' whose existence we were horrlly .'.\ware: bd'0rn. Mn!": ;.~ t.ruvcl 

helps us to become acquainted f irst hnnd with ways nf .li f e :111d ' t.lii nk .in1.'. wh:ich 

in the past . were hardly !mown to_ us. Economic, technologica l and political 

developments draw the people of this world r:iore closely to one ano t her. This 

development raises acutely the question whethe r ::iankind will be able to cre~te a 

world co~unity_.whi'ch allows ·ror life in justice and peace. 

·The realization of such a new order is not· optione.l. It is ,lccisi ve f or the 

.. future of the hwnan race. " One world • . . , or none" is more t:h:m :·1 ~~1ogu11. However, 
.. 

the concept of interdepend~nce of mankind is ambi valer.t. It: lil<.1.y hold 0n t the 

promise of new community -~~u t we also Jr.now from bi t'ter experi en Ge t ha t huz an · 
~.~: 

institutions are not always uru:lixed blessings, no rrui'ttcr how i·1oblc t he i ntentions 

of their founders, and mny even lead .to new. conflicts of unpreccncntcd di mensions . 

, . 

Groups can overreach themselves nnd destr0y othe r s . Nn tion:~ <' ; 111 :.rnd do make war, 

and ont? world may be dictatorinl or soulless. 
.// 

of a~ i mposed u:\i formity ~-~crt./ When speaking of world c~mmunity we do not think 
--

the worlj - ideological, cul tural, political and 

community needs to be understood as commW1ity of 

religious. i'ie f ed t hat,;'world ) 

communities. The identity o~~ 
group must not be extingui shed, but each must find its plnce in the widqr coc;ununity 

of communities. Only such a concept provides th() hope for th,: rlcv.~lopment of n 

human future in ·which individuals and groups wi ll ha ve t hc.i r rit:lll:-: 1·(~:>p,~t:1:,1d and 

their dignity inviolate • 

The way to the: r oalizatfon of world commu!'}ity is barred by many obstacles·. We 

mention only a few f actore which need realistica lly be t'?kcn into account : 

.( "' .. 
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1. The abdication of soeia·l' respo!l~ibil~ty by individu:.ils. 

2. The loss of a sense- of 1:1-istory··and continuity by contemporary man. 

3. The tralli!l.8.t1c diminution of the s <?nse of hlli-:1an dignity - mun' s r:maning and 

worth - in this technological era, with the resultant breakdown in inter

personal and intercommunal relationships. 

4. The division of thq world by racism, competing power blocs and antagonistic 

classes of the advantaged and the disadvantagud, such thut th0 latter arc 

per~nently frozen in their deprivation with the only recourse being 

revolution and social upheaval. 
,V 

It is· impcr::ltivc that qnr two fnith ~ommunitics _11pply th.:111:~c1v,~~' in ~oiamon to 

devising the ways and means of rc1::1edying t hesc problems. 'l'hc Jewish unJ Christian 

comrrunities both arc aware of this chalfonge. They have in thL.· pnst not been 

_sufficien~ly sensitive and open to those outside their own circles . Yet we feel 

that our world- views arc such that our collllllunitios h~vc to respond sympathetically . 
and creatively at this moment of history if they .'.lrc to be tru.) to their 

respective heritage . 

These tfadi ti.ohs> arc specific for each faith collll!lunity. Jud:J.isc. reverences the 

Hebrel" •Bible, bu.tit is by no oeans restricted to it. Ir. its long history, it drcr..: 

upon the Bible and creatively appiied its tenchings to e2ch gcncrntion and its 

probleru~ within a devclo~ing tr3dition. The matrix of Christinnity i~ the Christ 

event, which is wi tncs..sed. in the Ne\\ 7e:;;t.:unent and c :1nnot. be Hndvn.:tood without th,: 

Old Testament. In tho cours0 of time, each t.radit.ion Jios l0~r11.:d t:o re-in terpret 

i tsclf and reformulate its world view in criti~al rc:::; pon~u to :H.:.·1> plwno:ncna, 

conditions . and challenges. 

Starting from different points of origin, the two heritages hnvo yielded certain 

understr\ndings and i9S1ghts that arc of the mo::;t crucial ~3ignificancc for human 

history. These concepts, not .:ldequatcly r1..'.'1b zed ·h.:rctofore , include the dignity ,, 
of man and his freedom, which issue fror:l his cr12ntion ii: t!h: dh.Ln\.: .im:11:,; , mid hi:: 

r esponsibility for his fellow-man under God. It is our convicU.on. that suo~ ideals 

which our com.!llunitie:s share: arc deserving of renewed co!!l.!!litr.:ant a nd implemcnta"tion 

by the two of us as part of the hw:ian family for the b0ttcrment of all mankind . 

It is up to us to create an atmosphere in our communities conducive to the 

implementntion of these principles in conc-crt wit h otli.~r f:!it.11 o .'\1::munitic:; . 
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The two study groups agreed that the following ~r~ sooe of the subjects requiring 

further investigation by the constituent groups and the plenary conference. The 

first, third and fourth subjects have not been considered in depth because of lack 

of t i me. The se~ond h~s. been discussed but the groups hove not been able to reach 

agreement on a colllClon statement. 

1. ,. We have used the terl!ls 11world col!l.Clunity" and "conmunity of cor:ununities" in 

4. 

·. this paper. Thqse terws must be properly ·u~fi.ncd :mrl conceptu::illy analyzed 

·' before they arc used in a final ntntemcnt . 

The dialectic re+ation of universnli ty :rnd pnrticuluri ty i:.1 di rrenmtly 

c~nceived by the two groups . 

clarified • 

These differences r.iust be spcllcrl out .ind 

How can we understand a~d wor1< together with comciunitics of other religion:\ 

and ideologies in their quest for a world community based on their own ) .. 
resotirces ? " ' 

' How can we contribute to the nctunlizing of the bi blic:-il tc~1ching of sociol 

justice in cooperation with communities of other religions and ideologies, 

and ·in additio~io, or in conjunction with, 60vernoentnl and intern~tional 

agencies ? 

l I L.cr-J ~a ()\ \; 
~Genevn, Mny 1972. · 

1) (-,.J~~ I~/~= 
"/) t}vi.-tv--- fl+F ~ < A 

(S' /1-Al {~ J .,,.-
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CCIA/27X/14 

·WORLD COUNCIL OF CIIURCIII:S 
Churches' Commission on 
International ·Af£airs 

•: ·'; 

A BackBTOun4 ~aper on the Situation in · 
the Middle East · ·, · 

. . .~ ,;'.· 

· .;·;:·Both Arabs and Israelis speak of justice and peace . Howevor, .'they 
use' ' th~ words in diffe.xen1;_ weys • . Whilst the Arabs S'9e peace in terms 

. of" justice (according to· their .. concepts) the Israelis ae.~ peace in 
terms of secw:ity (according to~ concepts ), 

We shoul d r~alis'e ·t.hat, with ·tile .possible exception of .the small 
nW!lber who have ·managed ·to integrat~ into Israel, the Palestinian Arabs 
feel a burnine s'ense o:f loss . They believe tha·~ the Israelio, supported 
b~· the Western powers, have deprived "them of their home land, and u:.:..de 
them either ·refugees, or a subject'people to alien colonists. The fact 
that this is a gross over- simplif ication of the Palestine/Israel problem 
does not negate the fact that this is the~r feeling - a.nd their fe~ling 
is one important factor in the situation.. In this feeling, they are 
supported by the public pronouncement of all Arab States, and most 
J.Iuslim non-Arab States~ although in fact it is rare for an· Arab State 
·~o put the interest of the Palestinians on the eame level as its om~ 
natural interests . Indeed, when these conflicted as they did in 1970 
and 1971 in Jordan, the Jordanian ~vernment ruthlessly put doMl t~e · 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, and Egypt ' s principal inte.cest lies, 
not in liberating Palestine, but in reopening the Suez Canal and in re-
oonquerinB: ~_be ~inai peninsula. ' . 

. :~~ c::.~evei-theless, this sense. of grievance, and indeed, dishonour make 
the'" A±ab governments unwilling to entertain direct talks with the 
Israeli"s to.· find ... a peaceful solution. A second result is that in th.e 
u:N~, the ·1arge: number.· of Arab and Muslim States always ensure that U. N. 
actions appear to . favour the Arab cause and show lac!: of under standing 
of the · I'sro.eli po.lnt '"of v·i"ew (in most Middle East debates, Israel is 
supportod only the USA and occasionally by the Unite6. Kingdo"I). Tl:iis 
naa . tho result of a disillueiorunont of Iorael in the U. N. , iooluding 

:".·'the poesibi.~ity of -achiev~n~ - pe~c<!ful ~ermj· 'rh~oug11 the ·:'{fri!. te~ Nati~JlB 
Mediator Ambassador Jt:.r r i ng. '. l. . - · · .. ·. · • · ' :! - ~'Yl~J··~~ ( · 

On ttle . other hand, there . are . stiti .. ~ gzlJa~ ; ~umber. of Jews _in 
Israel who personally went t rough the· holocaust of the Nazi period. 
This ic, £or them, unforgettable, .and the more threatening 
statements of Palestinian and other Arab leaders are to them reminiscent 

• •
1of statements wa.cie:·:hi_those resp~risible for the holocaust 'o :r.ea~s ago. 
The military equipmen:t·-·and other support given by the Soviet . Unio.~ to 
Ero'l?t heightens this~ .fe/Lil:·'. Thus ·it ie understandable that most _je_ws in 

"Iorael put security ·as number one objective, and eq;iatc s ecurity wit-~. 
military dom'in n_nc;t?, B0 si <l.es t~2 !!:r:ic !.ic:: '".;no ho.·..-.: v-;~. ~~~ Y ....... ·;... .. s . v .. :iut 
nima1 it is possible that others are uncoi:tscioual;y rat ionalizing ex
pansionist aims with these strong ~otivatione fo~ security • 

• • •11,, 
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The Arabs alco ha'.vc thai::.: deep fcclinga of ' inaecurit~·; they fear 
Israeli's "iroperialis!l111 and conoider the very exic·~ance or the State 
or Israel as a G~'lDbol of l1es ~Cl."n colonialisw, espcciall:; as, to ther.1, 
the United States eec~s the ~ain support of Israel. 

There is practically i10 coiillllwlication between the opposing parties, 
the significant exception being the co-existence l:ietwee&1 Jews and Arabs 
in pre-1967 Is1·ael, whic:1 is now gradually spree.ding in the "adminis
tered territories" - · since Au8'\lst 1971 in ' Gaze ae well ae the West Bank 
and East J~rusaleu. 

It is important to a::;sess tha situation realisticall~ and to avoid 
white o.s well as blac!c myths. On the one hand, Israel is probabl~· as 

.,enlic;htcned an occup!!'ing power as ~· such power in the .. world that is 
~.FYing to control a:,~~uc:tant population, Yet, it remain::J a foreign 
dominating rec'.P.me to the Arabs, who feel .. ~hat they are .. a_t best treated 
ae second class ci tiz.~ns. ., .' ·""; 

.. . . While. the Palestinians under Israol control have to face a great 
.. ,,)ncrease ;ili ,taxation ·,(the. level of .. taxati'on in Israel is onE!··Of .the 

... ·highest in."the' uorld) yet the standard of living, particularl!' for 
agricultural ai1d .. construction \1orkers,. a"J.d more recently £or those in

·, .:',volved in .~~~ - pi).c#~-.tourist trade, i~o~ than offsets this increase. 
' :" \ .. pr: ·: . . - : 

Militai ly -spea..";;i.n.z .. tho IsraeE army is no\1 able to control the 
11acl.miniotered11 areas·, .inclutling the Gaza Strip, without serious dif
ficulty, using~ pillit~:t"~ pass system eoing bac~ .to the days of the 
British Mandate to rest~ain the moveQent of suspect Palestinians. 
J;srael has kept th~ f(l.lenb~ ,.Bri\ise open and .commerce between Jordan 

,and the l'fest Bank and. Gaza is encoura~d. It is expected the.of; not 
·1'e'ss than 150,000 .. .A.~a'bs, fr9111 .. ,j;pe_.:outside. will .. come to visit their 

.. relatives in the Ues:t'.:Banl-: . ~urino! this · eWll.laer. 
' r... • • ' ' . . . .. ~ ~ - ' • ' • . 

- «·· 'Y~t i~~lincrs of ·r~stration :.1.nd r'3sent.:i;~r:t , .• tile heart of 'the 
Palestinian population in the occupied territory remain deep, and 

.. f.ind a .new focus each .time a.11 , I.sraeli settlement is established in the 
occupied are'a3 - . uhich.· is ta!d.n~·. l>lac!? ~ot: ~nl~'. in \fest Bank and at 
tha south. end of.' the Ga,za. Strip, but a.li:o in the Sino.i peninsula on -. 
the rou ~~:)5> Sharan es . Sharif. ifor~ov~r~ I:::rae li offici~~s have not 
alve.ys .shoun sufficient understandini; for sensitivity on the part of 
those \.,}i,;;: lack freedom and self-determfnation and \#hose dilJ]')i ty is 
~~~~- ·- ~~~:·:~.l"l·\~::· _· .. . ... : i~· · ,~./'. :• .. 

. iJ.t.' ' :~1 :.- . • · . . ··:. ' • ;· ;_; 1. t,, I 
.. , ... What . concrete stens and processes Hi thin our rcalictic posoibili-
.. t.ies 'COU1sbc prol'loted? (o.f. CCIA efforts to assist me1.1ber churches 
in the field of human rights; ••••• "To act in concrete ways on 
specific aspects of hWilan ri~hts contributes to change. in the direc-
ti9~~f.f their implementation.") . ~ ·· ;. .. : I 

, r .... · • • • ; ·•• ': ,, •• ' :· :. , i~ 
a).· ·ve should try to improve - wherever and when~ver possible;~ - ., .the 
cul tU:ral educational and economic :poaHion of Arabs under .. Iara~li rule. 
Therefore 7 w& should see what can be done rei;ardin~ the educational 

. system for Arabs ui thin Israel; ue should investice.te whether Arabs 
· · are pernitted to settle in Jc~-use.lcm; we should :::ire ss for uo:re hou:;ing 

.facilities for the Arab !)opulation in Jer.-sa.lem; ue should watch t he 
situation in the ~az~ .. Stri~ for example, . ~pe. ri(Jhts of the Bedouin • 

. ,·. 

, 

.... . ' ·.._• 
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b) ~·Te should .continue ·i;o .. be on the aler~ :re{;arcling any possible con
tribution to r<.>coi'lcilin:i;.ion:. "!e should ·support an:1 steps or proposal·s· 
l1llic:1 soern to "'hav&an~;-possibilH~ .. of leading to- setUement. 

c) 1.'!? rnu.s:~ realise that ·a ·~1aajor obstacle. tom1rds "l>ei;inniirt; negc»aa-
. tions · on settlement lies in ·i;he faqt that tho Israelis want direct 
net;'O·ciations 1-1ith t):le Arab governments• while the Arab gQvern!llehts · -

·are umrilling to negotiate excep t ·~h;couGb a 111ed.i ator, - A·i> lonG aa ~he: 

1U . ~!. pQ-rsiats i1'1 thQ\ Jarring Hission we should give it our support. · 

We ·should, however, try '.;o open, in an informal way~ li~ 
~~.:riication: between persons of both conflicting parties. 

At present the Arabs are in general p:repared to meet only with 
, those !sraelis :.~·iho.: .are in principle \-tilling to clis13antle the present 

"Zionist structure of the State o·f Israel" . This amount.a to preaching 
to the already converted. lforeover, despite the fact that the Pales
tini.an o.rB'ani~ations ,haY:e illovcd greatly in the direction of" recognising 
the. rights of'"all Isr"ci.elJ.s a'.; present in the country to be there,'· it 
is still not clear whether there is a real intention on the part ·o.r the 
Palestinians to grant. t he Israelis the same right of self -determi_natlon 
that they claim for ·themselves. We should continue to try to bring 
together individuals who are trusted by their Olm establishment, yet 
are able to loo!~ critiqally at the policy of their own cou."Ltry. Per
haps -it is possible to or.;anise conficl~11tial meetings between Jewish 
and Arab socialists or "educationalists". {We hope that Christian . 
Arabs will meet Jewish Israelis at the HCC/Jewish leaders .consultation 
in December of this year. Though.:we shoul d not over-estimate the im
portance of such a meeting, every· .. ~e.e.tine;-.::4: .9f. v~lue il;l the present 
situation.) · · · ··· · · · · · · 

cl) ':le should try to overcome the ongoing l!-2-la_rization _between Chris
tians regarding the Middle East situation; we can cake li·ttle con
triblltion to reconciliation \lnless w~~ !'!.re reconciled :<:t~;~.;n c-.:.:rselves, 
hence attel.'lpts should be mad~ to bring Christians of different view
points on the Hiddle J.?last _situation tocether so that we may- discuss 
between oursel,1es and come to understan~ the different standpoints of 
ChriiJtians - those outside the Hiddle East as well as thooe of the 
Middle East. 

HOW should m? keen in tou_ch with the situation so as to !mow when and 
in what wn:v we can act? 

First of all we should strengthen our communication with peop;i.e 
on the spot who can do some investigation and keep us informed . After 
the~ and others have given uo all the infor:jlation n.ecessary to present 
a certain case strongly , He should raise it in the context of dialogue/ 
information/questions, rather than by raising an accusing finger . \le 
should be particularl:; carefu l to avoid overstating ~he case of either 
side. 

WJ-Im'f ohould we consider action_'?_ 

When we have oufficicntly ·coroplotc inforrnv.tion on an issua of 
principal i1;portancc:, a nd when ac ·~ion on our par t; rriigl1t i m!)rove the 
situation. (e.g. the unilateral "unification" of Jerusalem under 
Israeli· rule is a matter of principal importance, oondem.~ed by the 

.~ 

., _ ..... 
~· . ..... ""'.r~ 
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United ifations and bi tterl~' re::;en~ed by intel'il<ltional Christian bodies 
as well as by most of t:\e local Chris·~ians. ~!¢verthele::rn, it is not an 
issue that it \·•ould be ;J.elpi'nl to raioe ~t this tiille, since the poG
sibili t;' of any c:.ctio;1 oi' -~he Chtn:che~ ch<Ln~in.J that si'l;nn:cion 5.s 11.il, 
anci the rescmhwnt on ·i:hc Isrc.eli citJ.e a'G our raisinti it would be crea·i:. 
The provision of housinlJ, eclnc<1:~io;1, -pemi tc to reside, to 11011-Jews in 
East Jerusalem, is however a ma·~-~er of great h1por·tance, and an isaue 
that. w~ lilidlt raise wHh soi:ie success.) 

l. General issues can sometimes be ~aised in' the context of both 
Jewish-Christian and Moslem-Chris·Uan dialogue. 

2. Specific minor cases can be; discussed by CCIA with the relevant 
ambassador in Geneva. • , - . : · 

·. : · ... : /""-.~ 

;. Dventual specific wajor casei:; ' should be raised by a wee ' deleg~tion ' -...) 
to the relevant govermuent and country . -

' •i.f::'.. 

'-: J 
. ~-~: 

11th July 1972* 

I ' 1 • • • ,,.. ·• ~ : • • . 

' - -* i.e. B.EFOIIB TI!E RECENT EVENTS CCNCERNING EGYPT ~um THE 
SOVIET UNION. 

. . - ,,,· . . . . . . . . . 
:.~ • I .: ·' ~ • · : .:;·· 
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CHRISTIAN NEWS FROM ISRAEL NOUVELLES CHRETIENNES O'ISRAEL 

;: .. i 

-· 

n1n1n ii~n 

MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

J 
./. 

.MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES RELIGIEUSES 

12-1 

Jerusalem 
17 .July, 1 972 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, !{ew York 
U.S.A. 

Dear Marc, 

I have not heard f9rm you for some time but trust 
that all goes well. 

Enclosed ~lease find the text of a letter by the 
Catholic Bishops of the Holy Land to the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States, for your perusal. 
You may. well have seen by now. 

I would be most interested to know your reaction. 
With best regards, 

siGerely yours, 

1~ Dr o Maladhy 
Dir ctor - Dept. of 
Information to Christians 



Cn th~ eve of the Intcrna.tion.al Day for ?e;;-.ce 1 aided tl:ro~sh the 

cna•i ty of Christ, ar.d aff~cted bJ the unho.;ir:y condi ticn of ::;o ::.:.r.:; 
t.· 

:ne:n ar.G. 1·iom~:! in the Iiol.;r Land. , N~o , fo::- ;;i:::.ny :,.·e;,,:;;-s, be:.ve z:..:.;fc::-c:i . 

in cou.l und ooccy , we , the Catholic 3ishopc of thfo cour. tr:,• conzicl.e:

ourselveG in e. si tu.ation w~ich leacl:; tA.~ tc <:!:~re ir • .:.. Vf::!'Y ~pecial 

f~ .. s ilion, t!le feelit1.es vf t~1osc Hhv , aro,;,.~d t!:e t~!oz-ld, suffer 

simil:irly ::i.nd. cry out t!:eir hunt;er o.n4 ti1i:.st for jc::;"tice ;:.::d p';)o.cc. 

'I'bi3 is \-Jhy l-Je feel the ri~ht and -the o""vli£ation "to <!.d!'ec<: ci.:... ..... s~lvc::: 

to ou.r Chri:; ti~n brother<; ' anc. tc :i.ll !"!\Sn of gv1)d. will. 

Ir. particul<\!' 1 ".ie appe<il i.o :rou, our orot:-:.~!'~ t.he l5is!:op£ of t!1c 

Ur.ited 5t<l~es of i~:::e:r·ic~, ar.d , thl'OU,:.!~ ,y·otu' inter;;;c;di~·y to your 

c<:·mp.:.trio";s, !'or -the pc'.-: er th.'.lt yo:J."'!:' !fQu.::?.°try holds, ar.d its influcr,c? 
' . 

in o~r r~gicn 1 impoce ur,o~ you ( the _tf!;k) of "l!:O:okir..g \-;ithout d~la.y 

o:..nd in a ~irect fac~io~, to ensure j~~tice <!nd peace in "iiol~· Land .• 

.I.:l ~ccorda::c~ ~·1i th -:.he 

::-ejec~ ti1e recourse io .,;.ar a.s ;:, i:-,<:::,~ns .f,!f resolving con:!'lict:::·. 
1 : . 

.Beer.use of our tr::i.eic expe::-ic:ice i-;c 1·;~;3h , mere than .::.."\_v othc•s, to sec ..... 

' ' ?lo ;-:iore Hn:::-" . •;:::;if: · iz ~·:hy our cry cr;i;ie::: to you a:; th.: voice cf ou.r 
;:-

coi\f:Cicnc·:: and. from t!w ·depth of o;;r distref;ZC<.l. r.ca~t::: . 

· 1 . · Our people 1~.:i.:: <>.lr<?d.d,y ::iuZ.f~ri:::d. ·i:oo m11c~1 fl'Om "the resi.:.l ts c;' -:11e 

w~r . 'l'hc continu-.:.1 and. U'.J-,o;:::··~· cc~flict:J Nl1ich n.:-.·.-c .-~;::.:; °tl'.?,y.:id 
J • 

<:1n<!· one<: c=.n:ai.n thrcr-.:.to.;n :to C.estrc:r our country !10.vc c::tuscd. t!:.e 
. : ·'· 

:::t~c:rifice oi' too mz:!!,y li.vcz; ·thc · ~~:::pcsscssicc of toe !T:~?\Y 

f~~i:!.jP.s froth thaiT' ~;.omez a.i!l lands : livint; ·.-iitC:o:lt hc7.e . 

'i'he l:::.cr. of ·pe.::.ce aud ev.:1• preser,_t ·' three::t of wa:- az·o .;;.;; ccstacle tc· 
·r 

the pance 1·1nic!1 2 e :-i.11 de!:i re ar.d i<°C<?.!' u:; in contfru;::-.1 :>.t:::·:i ci;~· . 

'Frc.·:r: th\? bctto:-:a of our hc;a.~t.s we b~& of you to w-:(lerat~;~ ~r.a· 

si t.uation ar;,l to 1-1ork ~ i t hout 
,.., 

relc.:'~:~ ior.. ~er 

solution which r;;ay ~3:fega3.rd t!lc rip;hts ar.d l egi "tir?:~-tc ~=-;:irc.tio:.1~ 

:md. in conse~uence th-=: ht<:r.c::.n d.ibr.i t.y- cf ;Ul those ir.vol':ed. ir: -:!.:iE: 

conflict. 

. ./2 .. 

.· 
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refugees be cffec-tively reco&nisecl; that is ~o say t'.'.;.:it tr,ey 

have th:: po~sii:>ili ty if returnia.:; to their ;10::1·::: ar~cl. ~ecoveri~.; 

t.!:cir propcrtiea, or, if they prefer 1 of :t·ccei.vinc; co1:;pe!".!3::.tio11. 

2. ;·!e are f.J:>rmly ccr.vinced. thc.t in our country, as ir. yoi:..rr., '.:here 

different cowm:.;r.i ti<::s make up the whole, tr.z.t an efficacic~z 

sclnticn can not be obtained by a unil~tc:r:i.l concepti.:>n lead.inf; 

z~eccz:;o.rily to tl!e c!cmin~tion of one sin,::1e ~th..r.ic t,!'oup . on;.y a 

between ethnic group~, ~ill CiVe to e~ch one Of ~z 1 ~nd to ~ll ~he 

minori tics, thn posaibi li ty of a fully hU:"!1an cicvelop:::«=nt allo-..ir.; 

e~ch one to r.i:?.!·:e hio O\-m co,.,trib:Jtion in 3. ccu."'ltcy ch<l:-c;i ·~:; .a:.1. 

Cnly a plur~lism t=iu.~ e);peric:-.ccd. c<>...n . avoid the intolerE-.nce \tnich 

:::'Cr.derG Coexi:;:t,:r,ce i!!ipo.s:ziblc in the political c.nd. Cl!l t!.:.r~l fieldz, 

and in tho field of reli6ion, puts. a atop to ar...y cc~~enic re1atio~zhi~. 

_. 3; '!-Ie, .Catholic Bi~hopc of the hnd of Chi'i:;,t, draw yo~ particular 

attcr.ti\;n to the situ.:::.t::.<~r:. in Jerun:ielrn. 'l'his to~m, with its 

eac:·e'1 c.ba::-!l.cter, Z..."ld filled ~"i i.h z.n u.ndyir.c; signi:fic~ce: cl.ear 

to the he-3.rts of Chrizti~s, I .. ~u$li~s .:;.nd ~1c~·:ct !;hould be the 

!:igr. ~~ t.ope 1 of unity , and cf P~·'lCe. 1.f:s a. meeti:;g point for the 

r.ml tip::i.ici t,Y of ri~!:t~; sncl conflictin;:; intar~sts it Ghould be the 

Tc\~n of Reconciliation . 

In order t~nt 

the lloly Cit.:.' be crantcil a.'l ur.tern:!.tior!al ci:td:us, in ccinfo::-mity 

with t~c r~col~tion= o! thi Tkited Netion~ and in fulfil:m~~t the 
" 

rleclarat.ionc of ?cpa Paul VI. C.r.ly ir• thh: m;.y cac Jert::::al-::rn 

prescrvr:: its sacred 2!.l;)ri0.-n~1.icna1, and unive:.:-.a.l cto:.r-a-:::ter. 

.. 

,.., 
••I..:> 
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!"or this reason t!'le s~ttlr:ient of populatio.r: ;:r,C. urC.anicat.ion 

plans ca.n r.ot 'be ir.:pof;ed as i: done a~ preser:.t . ':'l1i:a ~r-s~t~ 

the e~ui librium of ethl1ic g~oups and of th~ce ~elizions~ -

· 4 . ?he continual inj:.:.:..iticaz impos.?d upon the people ar..d the 

_ .. unstable si tua tio.a of J a:-us:al<!i.! and the Eoly La."lc!. 

cor.stitute a cC1nzt!:.!lt t~:re3t to pe.~ce not only in tl:is 

r~3ion but in the entire \~orld. 

" If you &-1ish for p~ace work for ~usticc~". 'l'hi::; the:ne , 
I 

choser. by Pepe raul VI for i.!ae i<,ifth l :l"ternational Jay 

for F'e~ce sur.is ti.p '1nd explai.nz our cal l . 

;·/e h !rc'e no oi;h~r '1im and we zearch for r.othit:t out 'k•E:<:.cc in 

justice" for the ir..habi tari tc of t::i.e !foly Land 1 whether they 

be Chri f;tir.ns , Kosle::is , or J et·i:, :for !:.ll cire childr en of 

the One .Father ar.d £qu?.l it\ his l ove . 

Giac.:>1>10 Gi:.lScp:,e Eel t!'i tti 
Lati n P~triarch of Jer~salem 

!!il=.rior.. Capucy 
Greek. Cath.cl ic .Fet:c-iu:";::hs.l Vicur -

Yo1.:.:::i.i~f R·"'Y!!. 

- --.Jerus~~~:7i 

Arc~bi~hcp cf Galilee (Gre~~ Cutholic) 

.. 

.· IIanr:a Kal<iZ:..."lJ' 
Auxilary Bishop (Latin) 

F. J ·~r;!'!inie Hor:cc...»i o . f .r.; . 
Cu::::rtod.i~c. ,,f ·~u.e }ioly !.Cl!d. 

( 'i't:xi p•..;.bl;.~h-::6. in -~ r:.."vic ..... "Ss.o::.t al 
is.rd ~l r;iou;.;-;-::id.<>:·;" , Ai;,;n;..-:. - ;.-~·:;::-:..~r.;· 19?2. ) 
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CONSTITUENT AGENCIES" , ~ 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS~ 
SH•('ICOGUE. COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

.. 
August 7, ·· 1972 

·M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Members of IJCIC 

. FRO~_:· Rabbi Henry Siegman 
.; 

SUBJECT: IJCIC Meeting 

:.. , • 

. • 

. -.;. --
; \ 

'• . 

I convened a meeting of key IJCit staff people in my off ice on 
Friday: Marc Tanenbaum for Ameri'can Jewish Committee and So lomon 
Bernardg for B • nai ·B • rith-ADL. Max Melamet is out of the country. 

I . 
:The "purpose of th~ mdeting w~s to follow up on- the pl ans that 
were made for -joint studi~s with the World Council of Churches 
and--t:he Vatican at the last .meeting of IJCIC on M.ay 17, 1972 . 
(I refer you to a memo-· containing· the minutes of that meeting 
dated.June i):-· 

. \ 
Wi th regard to the World Council of Churches Joint Study, our 
Committee of Scholars had delineated four subjects which require 
further investigation.. At the May 17 meeti~g it -was agreed that 
Uri Tal wo~ld~ be asked to work on the fir st §ubject, a d~fi~ition - - - -- - . . --.. -- ... ·- ~ ~ - . , .., (• . ' 
and ·concept'ual analy4>ts of the· terms '-'wor.ld cqmmunf ty" and ''com- · · - -

• . ,. . 1 

' -

munity. of conununities"; Shema.r~ahu Talman on a clarification of 
the dialectic r elation of universality and particularity and the 
difference between Jewish and Christian conceptions; Norman ~amm 
on how we can understand and work with cOf!1munities with other re
ligions and ideologies in our quest fo r world community; and a 
committee composed of Gerhart Ri egner, Marc Tanenbaum and Dr . Lou 
Henkin on actualizing the biblical 'teaching of social justice. 

We agreed that Lou Si lberman, who attended the .April me~_tirig in 
Geneva, be asked to join wi th Uri Tal in collecting information 
needed for the first subject . .. .. . 

. , 

• I 

· . .-~ 
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We agreed that staff people should undertake responsibility for 
seeing to it that each of these four investigations be completed 
in time. Henry Siegman assumed responsibility for the f i~st and 
third; Solomon Bernards for the second and Marc Tanenbaum for 
the fourth. 

Max Melamet will be asked to assume respons ibility for the Joint 
Study with the Vatican· on "Land, Faith· and People'' to be prepared 
by Zvi Werblowsky and Walter Wurzburger, and Marc Tanenbaum agreed 
to assume responsibility for the Vatican Study on Human Rights. 

\it'e agreed that th~ scholars should be informed that the committee 
w.ill reimburse whatever expenses they will incur in connection 
with the work they have agreed to do for us. 

For each of these studies, the target date for the first draft 
is October 15, and for the final draft November. 1.5. 

Gerhart Riegner has suggested that the meeting with the Wo rld 
Council of Churches (December 9-14) be held in Nie~, and the 
meeting with the Vatican (December 18-20) be held in Marseilles, 
primarily because .the weather in Amsterdam, the location origi
nally suggested for these meetings, can be very unpleasant at 
th'at time of year. We agreed to accept Dr. Riegner Is suggestion. 

( ~.· .. " ~.M .. r-' ~L. L·, -.\ 

·' 
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THE mIDDLE EAST 

WORLD COUNCIL or CHURCHES 
Policy Referanco II 
Utrecht, Netherlands 
August.13-23, 1972 

Document No. 14 

ThJ Central Committee of the World Council of Churches continues to 

· exp1ress its deep concern for the unsettled a'ituation in the middle 
I 

. -. Eu,. 
We would renew the expression of our anxiety about an explosive 

situation which continues to threaten the peace of the world • 
.. ·. 

We reeffir~ our basic attitude as expressed in our atatement in 

· :.Canterbury 1969 and urge the churches to exert ell possible influ

ence for the implementation of the pri~ciples of that statement. 

We once more pray and express our eager concern for a just. speedy 

end peaceful solution of thia crucial conflict. 

·,·,,,. .·•· . . 

. · -~' . 
•'· .·. 
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(}If Juierreligioils eonsu!tatioits 
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432 Park Avenue South/Neu· York, N.Y.10016/Tel. 686-8670 

I Rrce de Vare~be I Geneva, Su·itz.erland I Tel. 341-325 

\ CONSTITUENT l\GENC!ES: 

W ORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF l\MERICI\ 

AMERICl\N JEWISH COMMITTEE 

• ' • •• t 
. , . ,. ... : 
~ ! 

M E-M 0 RAND UM 

.. ·- ·- . .. 
TO~ -- Rabbi Mire Taneiit>aum ·· 

Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
•. Max Melamet ·i 

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

SUBJECT: Next Meeting 

August 16, 1972 

At our last meeting we agreed to meet on September 13 at 
2: 30 P .M. to review the progress we wi 11 have mad,e by 
then with our various assigrunents. It turns out that the 
13th ·is not · a good day for me. A meeting of our Executive 
Committee has been rescheduled for that day. I could make 
it o'n the 1 th Q[; the 1 4~ at 2:30. if .. one of these two days 
are conve ent for the test of you. ' 

My se etary will cal_l ou to clear the date. · ·" 

regards. 

.. . ·, 

f 

I· 

,':.· . 

;. 

~· 
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·' 
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Nollonal Dir1ctor 

• 
DAVID M. BLUMBERG 
Pruid1nl, B'noi B' rftlt 

RA881 BENJAMIN M. KAHN 
Eitcutiv.11 Vin·Pruid1nt 
B'nol 8'rilb 

MRS. NA.THAN HOLSTEIN 
Pu sidoM, B'nai 8' rirh Women 

• 
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General (oumel 

STAFF DIRECTORS 
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Communily St rvi<t 
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Administroiion 
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CAble Address: ANTIOEFAME I • 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH 
315 LEXINGTON A VENUF.. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016, TEL. 689-7400 

Rabbi Henry Siegman 
Synagogue Council of America 
432 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Henry: 

August 16, 1972 

In connecti<,>n with your memorandum dated August 7th concerning 
the August 4th IJCIC meeting, the minutes should be emplified to 
include the following considerations: 

(1) It was suggested by Marc Tanenbaum, to which you agreed, 
tbat·B'ne.1 B1rith..ADL be asked to became a partner in both ~he 
World Council of Churches joint study of the fourttl subject, i.e., 
"actualizing the Biblice.1 teaching of socie.1 justice, " and the 
Vatican joint study on human rights. I agreed to take tbis up with 
B'nai B'rith~L and to came up with the necessary recommendations. 

(2) The third paragraph on pege 2, . dealing With the reim
bursement of expenses by scholars, shoul.d have been much more 
specific. You reported that Doctor Te.l.mon has asked for a five 
hundred dollar ($500) allocation for secretarial expenses, and 
indicated that in fairness to the other scholars, who like Doctor 
Talmoi;i, were not receiving any honoraria for their work, would 
need secretarial help in clra.1'ting their papers, that IJCIC part
ners bear the expenses incurred by each scholar up to the amount 
of five hundred dollars. This may run into $3,000-$4,ooo, and 
it seems to me that all of' the participants to this venture should 
be clear e.s to the financial implications of this undertaking • 

With all good wishes, 

SSB:ms 
cc: Benjamin R. Epstein 

Rabbi Benjamin Kahn 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum/ 

Sincerely, 
' . 

Rabbi Solomon s. Bernards 
Director· · · · 
Department of Interreligious 
Cooperation 
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J11ter11at{a11al Jewislt eo111mittee (Jff Jnterreligious eo11sultati0Jts 
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C.\t1sriru<"n1 .A~c-ncic-s.: -

WORLD JEW ISH CONCRE$S 

SYN.-\ GOCUE COUt-.'C IL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEWISH C01'1~1 1TTEE 

TO: Members of IJCIC 

FROM: .. Rabbi. Henry Siegman 
., 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

SUBJECT: Addendum to Memorandum of August 7 

August 18, 19 72 

The report of the meeting of Augus·t 4 inadvertentl.y omittl-!d our <•gree
ment that B'nai B' rith -ADL be asked to designate a p~rson t o work on 
the four t h subject i n the World Council of Churches joint study, i.e . , 
''actualizing the Biblical teaching of social justice . " \.Je also dis
cussed the des irabi lity of a B'nai B'rith-ADL person joining in the 
Vatican study on human r ights . However, this will require f urther 
consideration, since the number of appo intments t o t he t wo Va tican 
s t udies (two Jewish scholars and two Christian ?cholars for the "land, 
faith and peopl e" study; three Jewi sh scho l ars and three Chri.stian 
scholars for the human right s study) were the result uf a specif i c 
agreement with Vatican representa tives . 

~ With regard to the reimbursement of expenses incurre:d by the scholars, 
I reported at the August' ·4 meeting tha t Shemaryahu Talmon had asked 
for a $500.00 alloca t ion to cover his expenses. We, of course, have 
no way of knowing what the ~xpenses .of the .other partici-pa ting schotars 
will be, but they may run into several thousand dolJRrs . 

Kindes t r egards. r 
j 



''91t1·· •. 

NATIONAL COMMISSION 

SEYMOUR GUUIARO 
Nallonol Cllolrmon 

DOU SCHAU 
HENRY E. SCHUi TZ 
Hono1ary CboltmH 

DAVI 0 A. ROSE 
(balrman, No11onal 
bt<ullu Commiltte 

LEONARD I. AIESS 
HARRY BRANDT 
JACK A. GOLDFUt 
JACOB K. JAVITS 
PHILIP M, KLUTZNICK 
GUSTAVE L. LEVY 
LEON LOWENSTEIN 
ROBERT R. NATHAN 
URA.HAM A. llllCOFF 
CHESTER H. ROTH 
WILllAll SACHS 
llELVIN H. SCHl ESINGU 
Honoroty Vic•Cbolrm1t11 

JOSEPH COHEN 
CHARLES GOLU ING 
PAUL H. SAMPLINEl 
NORMAN J. SCHLOSSMAN 
THEODORE H. SlllERT 
MRS. HARRY STRAUSS 
Yict·Choi1m1n 

MAXWELi E. GREENBERG 
Vice-Chairman, Nallanol 
Eucull" Commlllto 

IENJAMIN GI EEHIEIG 
Ko et0ra.ry T r1GJu111 

RICHARD II. LEDERER, JR. 
Tre11nurtr 

JACK Y. IUllAN 
Auhront Tno1u1er 

EDWUD GOlDl £l G£R 
St<retory 

JOHN L. GOLDWATER 
Aniltant S1cr11ary 

BENJAMIN I . EPSTEIN 
Natfanol Diretror 

• 
DAVID M. ILUMIERG 
Presidtnl, l "nol l '1ilb 

RAlll IENJAlllN 11. KAHN 
hccutiwt Vin·Pttside.nt 
• .•• , l 'rilh 

lllS. lfATHAN HOLSTEIN 
Prufdant, B'naf l 'tilh Women 

ARNOLD FORSTER 
Gonora I Counitl 

• 
STAFF DIRECTORS 

OSCAR COHEN 
Prog.rcm 

SEYllDUR FACHEI 
AOL Appool 

ALEXAHDEI f. lllllER 
Community Service 

J. HAR OLD SAKS 
Adminiuration 

lESTEI J. WALDMAN 
Orgonlrolion ond Plannlng 

. .. -·.' ~ .. .. ... - .. ·-· ... ' . -- . ·-·. ··- .. - ·· . 
C•hl~ Addres.: ANTIOEFAME 
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITi--1'~~ 
:J15 LEXINGTON A VENUE, NEW YORK, N .Y .10016, TEL. 689-7400 

Dr. Shmaryahu .Talmon 
Department of Biblical Studies 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Shmaryahu: 

August 25, 1972 

1 I trust that your return trip to Israel via the Orient was a 
wonderful expe!ience for you and your family, and that by now you. 
are more or less settled in your home environment. 

I attended a meeting of the IJCIC planning committee, where 
we discussed the fort hcoming IJCIC-World Council of Churches meeting, 
and plans for the papers to be presented at the joint conference in 
December. 

I undertook to be the person who would be in touch with you con
cerning yo\U' drafting a paper on "The dialectic relation of universal
ity and particularity as differently conceived by Jews and Christians". 
I am of course quoting from the Joint Proposal paper on page 3. 

The time table for the development of your draft, as well as the 
others, is as follows: the first draf't should be ready by October 15, 
and the final draft by November 15. It is suggested that the manuscript 
should be from 12 to 15 pages in length. 

For your infonnation, the meeting with the World Council of ~hurches 
will be held in Nice on December 9-14; and the meeting with the Vatican 
will take place in Marseilles on December 18- 20 . 

If I can be of any :further help to you, please keep in touch. 

All the best for a Shanah Tovah to ¥OU and your family, 

Sincer~y, 

d~ 
SSB/jg 
cc: Rabbi Benjamin Kahn 

Benjamin R. Epstein 
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum\, 
Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards , Director 
Department of Interreligious Cooperation 

~-,.:---.---.· ~ ..... ~- ·--- _ .. --
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYN.'\GOGUE CJ)UNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERIC AN JEW ISH COMMITTEE 

·. 

l 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members of tJCIC 

FROM: Rabbi 1enry Si egman 

SUBJECT; Enclosed Materials and Next Meeting 
, I 
I 

At the last meeting of IJCIC, l was asked to distribut:e to 
all members of the c~ittee copies of all correspondence 
relating to the proposed revision of IJlC. 

Enclosed please find: 

1) A memo q~ted March 23 cpntaining proposals 
that were made at a meeting of heads o f 
agencies. 

2) An exchange pf crrespondence betw~en myself 
and Bert Gold, pertaini ng to the March 23 
memo. 

~) LE\tters f rQm Zvi Werblowky and Gerhart Riegner 

4) An SCA memo to its own representati ves on IJCIC. · 

jl~se be advised that the next meeting of IJCIC will take 
place : 

DATE: 
1Ye)J. 1u-V. /.) 
<+ro~ay, Novemeer iJ, 1912 

PLACE: Synagogue Council of America 
432 Par k Avenue South (between 29th and 30th Streets) 

The major subject of this meeting will be the proposals for the 
resttructuring of IJCIC. 

Kindest regards. 
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AGBNDA (Tcntativ0) 

Joint Consultation of the 
Inter national ~ewish c~rD.mitt0c on Interreligious Consultations 

and the World Council of Churches 

Monday, December 11, 1972 (Hont Blanc Roo!ll) 

Co-Chairmen~ Stanley Samartha and Marc Tanenbaum 

9.30 a . m. I. Presentation by Lou Silbcrman · o~ Prccis Jewish Pap0rs 

a) Particulnrity ~nd Universality -
by Sbmaryahu Talmon 

b) Fellowship and Com.munity - by Uri Tal 

II. PrGsentation of WCC Precis 

a) The Concept of Community by Aaron Tolen 

b) Particularity and Universality by Rudolph Woth 

III. Presentation of Precis of 

12. 30 - 2. 30 p.m. 

2.30 ·- 5.00 p.m. 

6.oo p .m. 

8 . 30 p . m. 

: . 

a) The Quest for World Community by Norman Lamm 

b) Working Togeth~r with Other Religions 
by Kristar Standahl 

Luncheon 

Precis of WCC Papers 

a) The Biblical Doctrine of Social Justice 
by R. Martin-Achard 

b) The Biblical Ifatrix and Social Rasponsibili ty 
by Andre Dumas 

JOD~T STDERING COHI<lITTEE MEETING 

PLENARY S:il:SSION 

Opening by two Chairwen; Archbishop Appleton 
Zwi Werblowsky 

Roll Call 

Welcome by P~ilip Potter, General Secretary of WCC 

PARTICULARITY J!l1D UNIV2RSALITY 

Paper by Shmaryahu Talman 
Paper by Ru<lolph Weth 
Discussion 
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Tuesday, December 12, 19]2 

9.30 a.m. 

12.30 p.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

3,45 - 5.30 p.m. 

6. oo p.m. 

8,30 p . m. 

SECOND SESSION - THE CONC:ill>T OF co~nfilNITY 

Paper by Uri Tal 
Paper by Aaron Tolen 
:Discussion 

Luncheon 

THIRD SESSION - THE QUEST FOR WORLD COMMUNITY 
WITH OTHER RELIGIONS 

Paper by Kristar Stondahl 
Papor by Norman Lamm 
Discussion 

Dinner 

FOURTH SESSION - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Paper by Robert Martin- Achard 
Paper by Andre Dumas 
Discussion 

Wednesday, December 13, 1972 

9.30 a.m. 

12.30 p.m. 

2 . 30 p.m. 
to 5.30 p.m. 

6. 00 p.ta. 

8 . 30 p . m. 

Fif.TH SESSIOH - CURlllilNT ISSUES AND IlJFDRW...A.TIOU 

Presentation by Gerhart M. Ri0gner 
Presentation by Johan Snock 

FUTUIL'I! PLAUS FOR STUDY 

Luncheon 

SI X SFJSSION - CURRENT ISSUES AND INFORMATION 
Discussion 

Dinner 

SEVENTH SESSION - CURRENT ISSUES AND INFO:aNATION 
Discussion 

Thursday, December 14, 1972 

9. 30 a . m. 

12. 00 noon 

2.30 - 4 . 00 p.m. 

4. 00 p. m. 

EIGHTH SESSION - J OINT CONCENSUS DOCUMEI~T 

.Further discussion of current issues (if ne cessary) 

· Luncheon 

JOINT CONCENSUS DOCUMENT 

Adjournment 

* * * 
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CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Prof. Zvi Werblowsky 

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

SUBJECT: Proposed Letter to Msgr.Moeller 

May 2, 1973 

I received a call from Gerhart Riegner in Geneva this afternoon, and 
conveyed to him the various suggestions that I had received for changes 
in the letter drafted by Balfour Brickner. Riegner told me that the 
letter, incorporating the changes, would be delivered in Rome by hand 
tomorrow, the last day Contenson will be in Rome before he leaves for 
a trip abroad. 

Gerhart asked me to convey to you that h·e had been in touch with Zvi 
Werblowsky, who fully supported the cormnunication to Moeller. 

Kindest regards. 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

TO: Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

May 3~ 1973 

I received the following information from Gerhart Riegner by transatlantic 
telephone this afternoon. 

Fritz Becker showed a draft of the proposed letter to Moeller to Fr. Contenson. 
Contenson suggested the following relatively minor changes: (1) that the letter 
be addressed to Cardinal Willebrands rather than to Moeller; (2) in the third 
paragraph, page 2, the word "independent" be chang~d either to "separate" or 
"distinct." (Since Mar.c Tanenbaum bad objected to "separate," which was con
tained in the original", Gerhart opted for "distinct"); (3) remove the word 
"only" from the fourth paragraph, page 2. 

Riegner told me that from what Contenson told Becker, it would seem that 
Contenson. has been severely reprimended for having divulged to Becker the 
existence of a letter frbm Cardinal Villot approving the proposed Guidelines 
on Catholic-Jewish Relations. Apparently, Contenson's superiors were terribly 
upset about this, fearing the possibility of a scandal. (They seemed to be 
particularly afraid that the information get to Rijk). Becker assured Contenson 
of the absolute confidentiality of the information, and that it had not been 
shared with anyone. This means neither Contenson nor any other official of the 
Christian Unity Secretariat may know that we have in fact been given this infor
mation. 

Gerhart was terribly concerned that there be no slip-ups on this , particularly 
when Contenson will visit the United States later this month. 

Kindest regards~ · 
;, .·· 

.I 
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Ct111~1iruenc Agencies: -

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Jan WILLEBRA]j-:OS 
President 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity 
Citta del Vaticano 

Your Eminence, 

May 4, 1973. 

In earlier conversations with Father Jerome Hamer, Mgr. Hoeller 
and ether members of the Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee, we discussed a needed 
r e-structuring of the formal relationship between the Catholic Church and re
presentatives of world Je"trry. You and your colleagues already knm·r of our satis
faction \·1i th the recent progress made toward establishing an orga"lized f ramework 
for this on-going relationship. However, we have also repeatedly pointed out the 
one aspect of this relationship which has troubled us and concerning which we 
hope ~ome remedy lfil.ght be found . 

According to the Apostolic Constitution 11Regirnini Ecclesiae" 
Art . 94, the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity is described as being 
competent with regard to questions relating to the Jews under the religious 
aspect. 

It is thls categorization with •·Thi.ch 'Ive have sol!ie difficulty. As 
you la101-:, the Jewish col!l!Du.l1i ty does not consider it :::elf as belonging to the 
Christian Oecw.riene. To the contrary, we ;;ee ou.rselves as :a. unique people with a 
di!;tinctive historic Jnd religious character. This self perception does not 
allow us to be in<.:luded in the categoric::; of Christian Unity. We feel IIIO$t 

~tron{;ly that o.ny formal structure developed. by and for our two corrununi ties must 
allow for this distinctive character of the Jewish community. 

We therefore feel that an arrangement suggested by the above 
Conztitution pl acing our relationship with the Catholic Church under the Secre
turia"t for Promoting Chriztian Unity, \·1ould not properly reflect our real po::;i ti on 
and would, if continued, create unnece~sa+y uisunaerztandings and undue diffi
culties. 

./ .. 



., 

.. 
. · ... ,, ..... :.-:'' .. ~ 

·~teritatiouaf f ewislt eommittee (JJ1 J11terre!igio11S' eo11sil!tatio11s 
432.Park Ai:enue South/New Y ork, N.Y. 10016/Tel..(212) 686-8670 

•: '":" . • ' • : •• .t. .. 

I Rue 4e Varembe I I 2 I I Geneva 20, Si1•iczerland I Te.Ii· (022) 34 I 3 ·25· 

.· Cp11~titucnt Agencies: -
WORLD TEWISH CONGRESS 

:iYNAQOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

. AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTE~ 

Page 2 

The Jewish .org8.oizations we ~present are highl,y 11.ppreciative of the 
\'im'fil spirit in ffhicil Catholic~ewi.sh !'e.lationo h:..-ve develored in rct:ent years. 
~!e knoi·1 that th.ts fo due in large ~eanu·l" to the deep . underctanding that the 
I'C!:tponoible leadar::; of ·the f::ecreta:riat fer PrCliloting Christian .Unity ~~ra 

. ahmm tc the problems of our cor:unon corLcern. Indeed, we are as much concerned 
O.bOuf the· CCll-tillllGd i...riterest and. ;\.n\rol Vement Of that . COi:!pefan-i; leRuer:-.>hip in 

theze 'raatter$ as w~ .a.re for the maintenance of tr.ie principie of separate status. 

To gTJ even :further, we feel that the viability of any p.ew ti.j;'I'Nlee.:iel'.!t 

!Jhich ·might be worked out -.d.ll depeu:i ac wJ.ch on the continued presence and 
inte1·0st of•tho f're.ddent of th~ ~ecreteriat for .l:Tomotine Ch.:...-ietian Unity end 
h.ts. fl.:3$vcioto:J , a~; i .t 'lici.ll on a:ny r.ew ~o:c·...uulation. 

Ae to a po6sible new structure, way we ~st for your cons :i.dei'l:i·l;ion 
that t her;;e relations be entI1,l~ted to a . specie! office of the Holy Jee who~c 
c001petence woul<l. be clearly dfotinct from that .of the ·s ecretariat for Promoting 

' · Chrfatian Urdty. Such an offi7e should· be heed.ad - in o. po1'!::Cnal union :.. by 
the ?:r,;$idi:..'1'4t w:i se·~_retc.ry of ·the Secretariat for ·Pr ct.1oti.n3 Ch...""1stia.:1 thli ty. 

.. 

·';?e re11li~e t~t ecl!llir...ist:rative n.eoos 1!12.Y i•equira that this special 
..:iffico be attached to. the Secretmat fc-r; Pro::ioUng Christian Unity. We uould 
refipectful.ly 1.ru.ggest. that sny legal tart governing these b6'iiea stress 'the 
,')epci.:!.·ete coc1p~tc-'116~ . of the ;;pecie.1· Of.'f'ice, <md s tate the.t the. special Cffice 
i~: 3dmi_l')j_z.t:·.:d;°i-1re ly o.tta·:.:hed tq the Uni:-i;Y Secret:;.riat:. 

A soluti on 3long thes e line8 w6u+4 ta...~e into consideration our 
· diffi.::u..ltie::; itl:ilc crisi.ll"ing the conti!iued involv~n+. cf thoaa t.1ho have 
gt.tided this activity so f ar. 

·"·o hope tl:at these obe;ar-1rations will be helpful. 

With .kind.int regnr-tl.:J , we remain 

Re.spectfully yours, 

Th~. co-secreta:.:-:ies 

F..'.lb'bi Solomon Bernard;; Rabbi Dalf cmr B.l:'i~kner Dr. G-arhart M. Riegner 

~..abbi lleiU'Y Si~gu:an Rabb~ Haro Tanenb!ia:n 
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Sessions 

. Place 

Programme 

MEETING OF CATHOLIC-JE_WISH LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Antwerp, Dec. 4-6 i973 

begin on Tuesday December 4 at 9.30 a.m • 

Romi . Gold.muntz Centrum, Nervierstraat 1.2, Antwerp. 

-~ 
· 1. Minutes of Marseille Meeting, Dec. 1972. 

2. Dis.cussion of Study Paper · I. "Community, 
~ People, Land in the Christian and Jewish 

Tradition". 

llieliminary discussion of .Study Paper II.] 
Promotion of HU111an Rights and Religious 
reedom". 

3. Exchange of Information 

Questions from Catholic Side : ----------------------------
a)-- Situation of Christians in Israel, w~t.l:i. 

V special considerat·ion of statement mad·e 
in London on Sept. 18, 197 3 by Chief ·R..abbi 
Goren • 

...; b) Problems of defining religious and poli ti·cal 
matters in our relationship.[ 

Ve) Number of Jewish members of Liaison Committee. · 

. 2~~~~~~~-!~£~-~~~~e-~~1~ { 
y a) In.formation on present state of our ·relation!-· 

ship. 
status of proposed · Curial Commission a!}d 
its guidelines; 
status of Liaison Committee; 
information on 11 0rientations11 issued by 
French Bishops' Conunittee. 

~:; =~~::o::s~i::t::::::·Eastern Curches. 
. . 

d) Recrudescence of anti°"'Semitism and appropriate 
Catholic counter-action. f: A(~. 

e) Co-operation with Catholic Church and its 
agencies at U.N. with special emphasis on 
Declaration on Religious Freedom. 

f) Situation of Jews in the USSR. 

---00000--- -

. -, 
· ........ 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH • NEW YORll:. N. Y. 10016 • MURRAY HILL 6. 81170 

January 18, 1974 A.JC ' ·s share of .expenses 
re: IJCIC - Flight and 
expenses ~ Werblovsky 
Paris - May 1973 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East S6th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

_J 

$154.29 

Please make checks payable to Synagogue Council of America 
If you have already mail.ed your check. please disregard this notice. I TOTAL BALANCE DUE $_1_5_4 ......... 2 ........ 9 _____ _ 
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Juter11atit?Hal ffewislt Committee 
OJI JJtterre/igiOllS eous11/tatiOHS 
432 Park f1venue South/New York, N.Y. 10016/Tel. 686-8670 

1 Rue de V arembe I (Jeneva, Switzerland I Tel. 341-325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 
WO RLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOCUE COUNCIL O F AMERICA 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

/ 

MEMORA N DUM 

TO: Members of IJCIC 

SUBJECT : Meeting on Wednesday, February 27th 

DATE: February 4, 1974 

Please be advised that the next meeting of IJCIC will be held: 

DATE: Wednesday, Februa!:1' 27 1 ~191i_ -
Tll4E: 12:00 noon (A light luncheon will be served.) 

PLACE: Conference Room, Synagogue Council of·America 
432 Park Avenue South (between 29th & 30th Streets) 

The primary purpose of this meeting is. to consider what action is required 
at this time· in follow-up of agreements that were made with the World Council 
of Churches and with the Vatican Steering Committee, Among the questions that 
require resolution are the following: 

1) Date of our next meeting with the World Council of Churches. 
....... . . 

2) Publication containing a summary of our relations with the 
World council of Churches, and the papers on "World Community" presented at 
the December, 1972 meeting. 

3) Agreement on one or more scholars to prepare a study on .the 
·"Religious Implications of Power" for the u~ct consultation vi th · the World 
Council of Churches. 

4) Designation of scholars for the 11H\DDan Rights" study for the 
Vatican Steering Committee • 

S) Plans for publication of the "Land, People and Faith" papers, 
and summary and evaluation of the discussions at the December, 1973 AntWerp 
meeting. 
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It is important that you give advance thought to these matters, so that 
decisions can be made when we meet on February 27th. Our tendency in the 
past to delay these decisions until the very last moment has seriously im
paired the effectiveness of this enterprise. It is important that we 
be able to commission the several papers virtually immediately if we expect 
to have them in acceptable form before the end of the year. 

Kindly indicate on the enclosed card if you plan to be with us for this meet
ing. 

Kindest regards. 

/r 
enclosure 



Dr. Joseph H. Lookstein 
125 F.ast 85tb St~et 
New York, N. Y. 10028 

Dear Joe: 

February .7, 1974 

I hope you are feeling much better. 

Will you be able to attend this meeting? If so, let me know 
and we can shuoos beforehand. 

Bes_t regards. 

~:MSB 
Encl. · 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbau:oi 

. . . . 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

CONGRES JUIF MONDJAL CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

CASE •• 
1St11 QBN~VE 20 NEW· Y 0 R K N. Y . L 0 N D 0 N W . 1 
,, RUE OE VAREMBt U!I EAST 84tt'I STREET 1111,NILWCAVENOISHSTREET 

P A R I S 8e T E L • A V I V 
78, AV. CHAMF"S·ELYSl!:ES 1119, VEHUDA H'°'LEVI STR. 

TELEPH. 8418!111 TEL TRAFALGAR 9•41100 TE,LEPH. WELBECK 03811 TELEPl-t. l!:LVSl!:ES 04113 T Ii L E P H · II 9' S 9 

KEMORANDtlH 
r 

.. ~tt:::-•/.ebruary 21, 197•. 

To Rabbi H. Siegman 
Rabbi B. Brickne~ 
Rabbi s. Bernard~ 
Rabbi M. Tanenbaumv 
Professor Sh. Talmon 

fr?m 1 Gerhart M. Riegner 
• 

.. I have seen your memorandum ·1 c:oncerning 'the meet:ing on 
February 27 ,and would like to make ·a few ~J1U1teri~ 1s on the· points 
on the agenqa, based on discussions with. SriC?ek cina informa tic>n 
which reached me from Rome : 

1~ Oat• of our next raeeting with the wee . 
formed me that .in principle they would• prefer 

' January 1975 to a meeting in October 1 974 and 
dates ·of January l~ to 16 or 17. 

Mr. Gnoek in-
a .me~tir.~; in 
they propose the 

2. , We discussed the pulJlication ·~f a sumrr,ary o't our r<!lat~ons \ 
with t~e wee and the papers on Wor;ld Community. I unGerstand 
that Spoek has n pow dropped "the idea of a special int1~oduction } 
on u~~he re are ;-1e now in 'the Christian-Jewis:i Dialog ue ?". In- I 
stead thore w~ill be a ve.ry innocent . factual introduction i>lhich he ! 
thidks he an~ I should write. 

On the other hand there is definitely a need for one 
Jewish paper or1 the history of th~ Consultations with the WCC 
and in'agreement with our decision in December I have recently 
reminded Zwi Werblowsky that he should write this paper. I be
lieve this .should be really dn account of what we have discussed 
at the various meetings and it should end 1.Ji th a kind of eva
luation of t hese meetings from our side. I think that tlii.s 
evaluation iihould be shown C>o all of:..:us so t ha t we could make 
some suggestions before it is printed .. S:noek sugies"lS the date
line oi May 1st for the manuscriot. We alsc d.iscusse•J the 
qu'!!stion of how to publish this brcdnJre . r~e su3geste<.l Sf;Veral 
alternatives which are enu:iterated i~ t h<2 ~nc .lose.:!. lett~r. What 
would be your pr§ference ? Are we ready to take responsibility 
for half of ~ he costs 1 

3 . We have also to appoint two scholars to prepare ~ Gtudy 
on the religious im.9licc:tion· of po•4ler. Siwek was of the vpi nion 
that there should be on both sides 2 papers, one en the concept , 
of power in the Je~ish and Christian traditions, and one on their ! 



[end] 
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apilication to the social order, and both papers shpuld be 
01' ented towAI'ds the third phrase of the general scheme (•How 
should these concepts inform us in the shared quest tor world 
COiamunity ? 8

). '!'he WCC have nGt yet made Up their mind 
whom they will ask to write these papers from their side. They 
have in mind tor the ~irst paper somebody like Antony Blum (an 
Orthodox BfBb,op) or Gl1nther Wagner (a Baptist) or Pr-ofessor 
Lochmann from Basle (I indica~e only the type of people) and 
for the second subject Professor Parmer (India) or Professor 
Holtman, or Dr. Constam, or some .Politician f~om the Thira World. 

. Tilis will ~ivG you an idea what . kind of peop1e tfe 
should appoi~t. They are interested to know our people very soon 
so that there could be a relation between the appointees fX'Qm 
bo'th sides. 

With regard ~o our relations with the Catholics , I 
have to inform you that there seemtt to be difficulties for 
the publication of the papers on Ulnd, People •nd Faith aa an 
offici•l publica~ion. I shall ha.a~ aoout this . probably more 
details. 

.· . · .. 
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1SO, ROUTE DE FERNEY 1211 GENEVA 20 •TELEPHONE: (022) U3400 •TELEX : 23'23 OIK CH • CABLE : OIKOUMENE GE 

Dr. Gerhard M. Riegner 
General Secretary 
World Jewish Congress 
1 rue de Varembe 
1211 .Geneve 

Deax- Dr. Riegner, 

PROGRAMME UNIT ON FAITH AND WITNESS 

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 

2let February, 1974· 

This morning you and I discussed the following issues: 

I. Next Consultation 

We propose to hold the next consultation from Monday, i;th January 
to Thursday 16th or Friday 17th January, 1975· 

It was agreed at our Liaison Committee meeting that· "the next 
oonsultation be held in Israel subject to the political situation 
and the consequent participation prospects: Ultimate decision to 
be taken by the two secretaries". If we would ~~e to the con
clusion that we cannot yet have the next coneulta~ion in Israel, 
we agreed that we should have it in a place where Jewish and 
Christian local leaders/communities can be involved. 

We acreed on two topics (according to the general theme as defined 
by the Liaison Committee)s 

a. "The conceptions of power in the Jewish e.nd Christian tradition"; 

b. "Their application to the social order"o 

Both of these t ·opics should be treated in the light of the third 
sentence 0£ the general themes "How should these concepts inform 
us in the shared quest for world community?" 

The World Council of Churches will invite a theologian (biblical 
etudies or ohuroh history) for the first topic and a scholar 
qualified regarding questions 0£ "church and society" for the 
second. ·1t would be helpful if both sides could take their 
decisions regarding l ecturers as soon as possible so that the 
lecturers can prepare their contributions sufficiently early to 
make possible an exchange of their different papers between the 
scholars and - ultimately - the papers could be sent out to 
participants well before the consultation. 

- 2 -
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II. Publication 

We suggest that a brief introduction will be written by you and 
I. Further, the contents of the brochure will be as decided by 
the Liaison Committee. The historical account of WCC/Jewish 
relations over the last ten years should include an evaluation 
of the present situation ot our relations. The deadline for this 
contribution is the lat May, 1974f the brochure should be 
published in August. You and I will further discuss cover, title, 
eto. 

Regarding publishing there are several possibilitiess 

a. th• wee publishes 
b. the brochure is published under the auspices of 

wee and IJCIC 
c. we ask a commercial publisher (of theological works) to publish. 

The last proposal might be the moat attractive one. At any rate, 
both IJCIC and the wee should equally commit themselves regarding 
finance and distribution; we mentioned an edition of ~.ooo copies. 
You and I will be responsible for editing. 

I hope that this is a reliable record of what we discussed and 
that I did not forget any point of importance. 

With warm regards, 

• '!· ~ '-l · 

Yours sincerely~' 

~~~~~ 
Johan ~)vs~oek ~ 



International ffewislt eommittee 
OH /HferrefipiOllS eons11/tafiOllS 
432 Park Avenue South I New York, N. Y. 10016 (Tel. 686-8670 

1 Rue de V arembe/ Geneva, Swit~erland I Tel. 341-325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

MEMORANDUM 

Toa Meni>ers of IJCIC 

Proan Rabbi Henzy Siegman 

Subject: summaey of Meeting on Wednesday, Februa.rY 27, 1974 

Dater March 6, 1~74 

Present at the ~tinq were Rabbi Joseph LooJtstein, Chairmans Rab.bi SoloDl)n 
Bemards1 Rabbi Balfour Brickner; Rabbi Emanuel Holzerr Mr, Max MelalletJ 
Rabbi Joachim Prinz 1 Rabbi Henry Siegman' Rabbi .Marc 'l'annenl>aum1 and Rabbi 
Mordec::ai Waxman. 

l. The committee discussed eevere-1 p06sibilities with tegard ~ the 
joint IJCIC-WCC publication of the 1973 papers (i.e., ooanerdal p\i>lisher1 
wee pd>lishers; or joint auspices ot wee and IJCIC). Jt was agreecl. that 
this entails technical questions whic:h should be left to _the disc:ret..1cn of 
Geihart Riegner and Johan Snoek. I~ was also suggested that wee caasider 
including Krister Stendahl' s paper, which be has dew loped more fully since 
the 19 72 meeting. ' 

2. The following scholars weze recommended for the st'\'il!y on power that 
is to be the the11e of our next consultation ~ith the weer ShlolDO Avineri, 
Walter Laqueur, Bllis Rivkin, Ainitai Et21cn·~ - in that order - to deal with 
the contenporary aspects. The follCMin(j weie reCOllGnended for tJae part of 
the study dealinq w.ith Jewish sources: Dr. David Daube (~eat Britain), 
Alexander Altman (Brandeis llliversity), Louis Rabinowitz (Israel) • in that 
order. (Other names mentioned in the discussion were Louis Jaccbs, Bobert 
Gordis, Emanliel Rackman, Jacob AugUS.) 

3. It was agreed that we recommend to the World Council of Qiurches that 
our consultation be scheduled for January 13th, 14th and 15th, 1975, and that 
we recommend to the Vatican Collllli.ttee that our next meeting with them be schecl
ul.ed for Januuy 7th, 8th and 9th. 

4. · It was aqreed that Lou Henkin or Milton Kanvitz be asked to do the 
study on Human Rights for our next 1I1Setinq with the Vatican COmmittee. 

lCindest regards~ 

/r 



.';f -. .. 
J. 

'. ~t ..... 

f~ .. --~ · -:' 

.... ... 

.. , · .. 
. .. :~ . .;.,. 

.. ~f 
..... . f.,· 4 , . , . ' 

... .. -. . ~ti. :'¥ ~· '). 
· ~ .. .. 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA ., ::-.:: rl: 1B~ ~·~:1: 1\1 '. K .::>v: . • • .... ': -~ • 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Professor Shlomo Avineri 
c/o American Friends of 

The Hebrew University 
11 l::ast 69th Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Shlomo: 

March 19, 1974 

I am delighted that you have agreed to do the "contemporary" 
part of the paper for our next consultation with the World 
Council of Churches. 

The exact wording of the theme is as follows: "Conceptions 
of Power in Jewish and Christian Traditions: Their Application 
to the Social Order. How should these concepts inform us in the 
shared quest for world community?" 

Amongst ourselves, it was agreed that the theme offers an oppor
tunity for the denythologization of certain Christian notions of 
p°"'er. At the same time, given the Wee focus on the ae11powerment" 
of the "pa.o1erless" there is a danger of falling into the trap of 
arguing for the status quo. 

As I indicated to you, we intend to invite David Daube to deal 
with classical aspects of the problem. 

The contemplated date of the consultation is January 13-15, 1975. 
A possible location is Nice. 

It is our hope that the Jewish and Christian scholars will exchange 
preliminary outlines by mail , and then meet for half a day or so in 
the Spring. The completed papers should be distributed to the parti
cipants by November of 1974. 

I hope to have word about Daube 's participation in time for the two 
of you to be able to arrange to get together while you are in London. 

Shernaryahu Talmon participated in our discussions with the World 
Council of Churches, and will be able to give you background infor
mation that I am sure you will find l'IDSt helpful in developing a 
focus for your paper. I am informing him by copy of this letter of 
our discussions. 
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Professor Shlomo Avineri 
March 19, 1974 
Page 2 ••• 

With warm regards, 

Sincerely, 

HS/r Rabbi Henry Siegman 
Executive Vice President 

xc: Shemaryahu Talmon 
Dr. Gerhart Riegner 
Rabbi Marc TannenbaumJ 
Rabbi Solon'On Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH• NEW YORK, N. V. 10016 • (212) 686-8670 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

FtC!"IOlnt 

R.1!ob: 11·1.on t.I. Binn~ 

Hen. Prc~·rJe,,, 
RatJb1 I rv 11q L•Jhrm~m 

Fust \'irr /.''<'"id'-·r.1 
Rnbbi JQ"c;•h H Looksic,.n 

·"crnn•I '/" • p,, ,,!,..nt 
.:t,1.!.H>. : .1ul l T\ ~1111.: 

Co.n~~n11n'tmr; Seerct:uy 
G .10. 11 r111.,·; 

h:Jc orcJlnp S1.·crcldty 
Joel Buls~m 

T1c;,~rllt1t 

Ph1hp Greeno 

Exe 1·u11vr. VJcc-Ptt:sjrlf:nl 
Rabbi Hf'11ry $11:-9man 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Hono1a1·1 C."'1.1,rm,1n 
Hnn. A rtho•r J . Golc1borp 

Cfl,,;,m.1n 
Jnc~ A. Golllt:>rb 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

~rn:i:.l.Ct"'11h 11"11r.c C\I Amcr .c~u naob1s ; . . 
Pabbinio .. i l .. :.s~mbly 

Pnl>birHr'll '·"ur·r.:i l of Amelie~ 

Union of Am1·rican Hi.bre w 
Cong'l?IJ'.1'!C.t•. 

L1111on or Vr lh"><h.( Jrw1sn Congre9al1ons 
of Am<!-'• •C. .'l 

Uni :C"d ~yn-;'11ry\.ln ol' Amcri<.a 

Q. 

Professor Louis Henkin 
Columbia University 
Broadway & West ll6th Street 
New York, New York 10027 

Dear Louis: 

March 20, 1974 

I am delighted that you have aqreed to undertake the preparation 
of a paper for our next consultation with representatives of the 
Vatican. 

The theme of our next consultation is formally defined as follows: 
"Promotion of Human Rights and Religious Freedom1 Examination of 
our Spiritual Sources and Formulation of General Principles of 
Action." Our protocols indicate that the following 0 guidance• is 
to be given to the 'Jewish and Christian scholars: 

0 The studies should concern themselves with the fol.lowing 
three points: 

1) Which are the human rights that Jews and Christians 
consider should be promoted at the present time (civil 
and political rights1 economic, social and cultural riqhts1 
equality and non-discrimination, etc.). · 

2) What are the sources of these rights in our respective 
spiritual traditions. 

3) The methodS by which the sources may be brought into 
relation with the specific rights whose promotion is 
intended." 

Our next consultation with the Vatican has been scheduled for 
January 7-9. It is hoped that the Jewish and Christian schol
ars will exchange preliminary outlines of the work they intend 
to do and, if possible, spend part of a day together discussing 
their papers. Since the Catholics are likely to designate an 
American scholar for their paper, this should not involve a 
t .rip out of the coWltry. 

·' 

. 
t 
'· I 

.i • , 
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Professor Louis Herikin 
March 20, 1974 
Page 2 ••• 

'"· . .:. .; . 

As promised, I am enclosi'n9 a copy .of the Jewish and Christian ·· 
papers that were discussed at last Deceut>er' s meeting. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

With warm personal regards, 

HS/r 
enclosures 

xc: Prof. · Shemaryahu Talmon 
Dr. Gerhart Riegner j 
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
Rabbi Solomon Bemards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Henry Siegman 
Executive Vice President 

'tl -
.i . 
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T H E H ·EB R E w u N 1 ·v E Rs r Ty 0 F .J E R u s A L E M 

roe KlmMm ot L1CIC 

~.s.~ 

12 April 1974 

.· 

. . . 
I wiah to 1'eaOt to 80lle ot t.he aa'\ten d.ealt d:tb .IJ1 the comunicotiona ncaiWJcl. 

1 •. Ceftlard liiyner'• wnn4ua or 31 Januag: • . 

a) I WLlld U1'f!'9 . tba' ve iliaiat '1lat the nen CQnnltaUan abolild be he14 in 
Israel. u · 'faa t.ntaUv.lT ia-opmed at the . Genna ~eting. 

b) W• ehould go abu4 vi~ t.11• pRblication oi ttie ·~ u pluinecl. I under
•tan4 that-~ ~·l'~OWaq le abou't to .f'iniah h1a ·~ator1cal Aoc0W1t of the Coamitee'• 

· ~taUona ova -the lut ten ,..n•, so tb&~ on OU1' *1de na17t.1ine ic read3 ror 
~b~QUm. . 

· o) I waa.1.4 ilke· to haft .f\irthe.r intomat1on \ti.th mprct "to the pUbli~'icm ot 
the two •tud.Y P•Jl8n rea4 at tbt 11"tlng in Afttveros>, in -.in or F. B9cker'• letter· 
of 22 h~.· lt •fflll!! to• ioo be •ppt'Opriate that it h•• Jlll!)erB ara pu~Uibed. 
undn \Iha~ aupioe•1 the .u..cueaion ahould ~ 1Dclwled1 and that ~ d.iaouaunw 
ehaald haw an oppo1'tu1 t~ to haw · anatbfr lC>Ok. at ~ ten betore 1 t .1• P1bl1shecl. 

d) lll th1a ·content I VJ.ill to ~quin vhetner crl •t.P.e l'..a,.. bten taken twa.rda 
tM iaplaentatlon or the ~·ttca ~~ " Jewiatt.Catbolic aeeting ~otlld be set up 
to diSCW1• ~tbocla of Ex ... al• ot th• 014 -T•taen~•. You vill l"dlmber that tb& 
Wl~eeation came up at &ntwerp and TU endaned 'b7 Msgr. l~ller. 

X end.one ~ 1elaaUon of Sblmo A~i fln4 ';)a-rid lla.uber. to vri te the papen 
!OJ! the forlbcodng . eonsul ta ti.on '11th the \iCC co "'ConcepU_. o.t ~ver in the Jevi.ah 
an4 ~ Chriet1U ?raclitionf their appli~Uon to .the 80Cie1 oMU', etc.•. I f'Urthe.r . 
endone ibe •PPOint..ni or Proren~ t,old,s •nkin to v.rlte t l:e ;paper tor the ccmnl.• 
taUon with the ~tholle .-itttee on "£'rmot10n of mman tiight• an.d f•l.J.s1ou 
Freec.tm. eic. ". 

I ,. • • • 

.:-



.. . Page .2. 

3. To bring you up to date en the multilateral clialoeue in Colcmboa three Israelis 
. will }Xlrticipatef s. Avineri, .ze•ev Falt (Profeagor 0£ Jevil!lb IAv at the liebteW 

University) and myself'. Last weekend it eeemed that the ccm.sultaUon would be trana
f'erred to Geneva,. but yesterday l was· inf'or!lled, by ;hone that it hae been raUa!ls.feJ!ftd 
to Colombo. 

4~ Durin8~ visit jn th$. United ~tatee. in Janua.ry I met vitb :i:epreaentetivea of 
the United Presbyterian Church for a preliminary discussion ot the projected publl• · 
cation of a nev ve:reion or "Conf'lict an<1 Peace in the 51.ddl& Ea,at• which 1s to •el"ft 
as guideline for the i:om'ben and COJ'162!'9gations 0£ ~t Clnu:ch. I ha.Ye ren.wcl tl'.e 
Proposed nev version. against the 'ba,ckground. ot the published one and have sexit -.y 
c~ts to tile ifead Ci'i'1ce or. the tJPC. kl.tour Brickner has a CO.PY ot rcy letter, 
and vu c sked to eh.are its ®ntent11 vitb JOU• I teol that we eould not let thle 
issue out· or our sight. 

SheJaar7ahu Talmon. 

Dr. Cerharcl Blegner. ~JC, Geneva 

Rabbi He.nr;y S1egman,. Sei, ?rev fork 
Ile.bbJ. Solomon l>ernBrd.a, ·ADL, Nev· York· 

'1.abbi f.altour ~icJmer, tTASC, Uev ~ftk 

f.abbi ~re :ranenballOl, ~~, Nev York 

. . 
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·111ter11atio11at Yewislt eoll(mittee 011 111terreligio11s eo11s11!t11tio11s 
4.f1 Park Ai-enue Sc1t1th I Nev .. · York, N. Y. 10016 /Te/. (2 12) 686-8670 
I Hue de Varemhi:/ 1211 (Jeneva 20, Switzer/and I Tel. (022) 34 13 25 

C.11.~tituc:nt A gencies: -

WORLD IEWISH CO~GRESS 

SYr-'!lvOvUE COUNCIL OF AMERIC A 

1\ \IERICAN JEW ISH COMMITTEE 

-':>· MEMORANDUM 

To: Members of IJCIC 

From: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Date: April 18, 1974 

I am pleased to inform you of the following progress that has been made since 
the last meetin9 of our committee. 

l) Professor Shlomo Avineri has agreed to do the contemporary part of 
the paper on Power for the consultation with the World Council of Churches. 

2) I have had a difficult time communicating with Dr. David Daube with 
regard to the first part of the paper on Power. I hope to have word from him 
by next week. If he cannot do it, I will turn to the second man on our list, 
Alexander Altman at Brandeis. 

3) Professor Louis Henkin has. ~greed to do the paper on ~uman Rights for 
···- - · - - - --·-·our-:-consultation .with.-the-V4tican .Committe.e .• _ _:__ ____ -"'"""" _ - ,.. . -·----·. -. .. 

My office will be in touch with you shortly to arran_ge for a follow-up meeting 
of .the conunittee. 

Kindest regards. 

/r 

.... 
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BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 
WAL THAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154 

.. ~ 
,. · ... . ··t 

P.HILIP W. LOWN SCHOOL . •• ": · .· .. ~· 
OF NEAR EASTERN ANO JUDAIC STUDIES 

DEPARTMENT OF 
Alexander Altmann 
126 Glen Ave. 

..... 
::·: 
.. NEAR EASTERN ANO JUDAIC STUDIES 

617 " 647-2647 May 3.1974 Newton Center,Mass . 02159 · 

Rabbi Henry Siegman 
Executive Vice-President 
Synagogue Council of America 
432 Park Ave. South 
New York,N.Y. 10016 

Dear Rabbi Siegman: 

Thank you for your letter of April 30 and your prior telephone 
call. I appreciate the invitation extended to me and am we l .l 
aware of the importance of the study you would like me to under
take. Yesterday I took the opportunity of discussing the matter 
with my friend Professor R.J •. Z. Werblowsky,who,I understand, is 
a member of the Steering Committee. 

After due deliberation I have reached the conclusion that y our 
interests would .be better served if you asked some scholar 
speci·alizing in Biblical and/ or Talmudic history rather than a 
medievalist and eighteenth century historian to deal with clas
sical Judaism. Notwithstanding the fact than in addition to my 
areas of specialization I am at home in the entire range of Juda
ism, what y ou require is an expert in the history of the classical 
periods. I am too much engaged in ongoing r e search in my own 
fields to take the time necessary to do full justice - as I under
stand it - to the job you invited me to do. Regretfully I must 
therefore decline. 

' .. !' 

·c: 

' ' ' 

\ 

I propose Dr. Michael Fishbane,Associate · Professor in Bible at 
Brandeis University,as a suitable choice for this assignment. .·~1i~ 
Dr. Fishbane is not o n l y a fine sch~lar but has also the spiritual : 
wherewi thall to fill the position admirably. He will ·spend t he 
summer and the next academic year at the Hebrew University. His 
address here is~ 60 East Palmer Drive,Palmer,Mass. 01069. Tel.: 
413-283-9289. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 
., /J'~ 

/ ~'j[vCe; --4~ dL'> c_;_. 
Alexander Altma nn ... .. 

.. . . 
. \ '"l 

., 
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Dr. Gerhart Riegner 
Secr~tary General 
World Jewish Congress 
l Rue de Varembe 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Gerry: 

AIR MAIL 

May 9, 1974 

I thought I would bring you up to date on IJCIC developments. 

As you know, I had great difficulty establishin9 contact with 
David Daube at Berkeley. It turns out that he was very sick. 
Apparently he is better nCM, but again inaccessible to IDB, 

since he is in Europe. I therefore went to our nWli>er two man 
on the list, Professor Alexander Altmann at Brandeis University. 
Enclosed is his reply. 

As you will see, he proposes a Dr. Michael Fishbane in his stead. 
I kn<M nothinq about him, and wiil consult with Marc, Balfour 

CONSTITUENT ORGANI ZATIONS and Sol Bernards. In the meantime, however, perhaps you can check 
r. , .. ,,,., ;,;<'"'"""""' ,,. 1\n oco:i.1r R.1~·1>is with your people in London to dete%Dline if Daube is there, since 

he is still the best man for the job. In rq memo of March 6, 1974 
(sunmi.arizing the February 27, 1974 meeting of IJCIC), LOuis t11. •on ol /. ,....,..:1Cion He-:., .. c ·.v 

c"~r. 0:,1 : ,.,. , Rabinowitz from England is ~isted after Altmann. HO'tllever, quest.ions 
: ., ., : · ·· ··• .,,. "·A··~ co0:r.•c~":" :o.; have been raised about his competence in this area. Among the 
~.~'.'.:.·,"~~·~'r. 'Jue 01 ,,.., .~,;",, other names listed in that memo is Louis Jacobs. I think he woul.d 

do a good job, and wonder if we cc;>uld not consider him. 

L 

You have Wldoubtedly received a copy of the letter to IDB from Shlomo 
Avineri, inquiring if there still exists a possibility of a prelim
inary meeting sometime in the spring in Europe. Have you heard from 
our friends at the wee about this? Also, is there any word from. 
de Contenson about a spring meeting with his people? Has there been 
any progress with regard to the publication projects? I am particular
ly interested in what response, if any, you have sent to Shemaryahu 
Talmon 's memorandum of April 12th. 

I received last week a letter from J. Emanuel, Executive Director of 
the Jewish Council in Israel for Interreligious Consultations, asking 
IJCIC to repay the expenses of Werblovsky and Talmon incurred at the 
December meetings in Geneva and Antwerp. Since Wemlovsky and Talmon 
attended as r e presentatives of the Israel Committee , and not as invit
ed scholars, I see no reason why IJCIC should be charged for their 



.. 

Dr. Gerhart Riegner 
May 9, 1974 
Page 2 ••• 

expenses. Do you agree? 

·;-.. .. -") . ~ .. " • • • • ... t . 

Looking forward to hearinq from you, and with warm personal 
regards, 

HS/r 
enclosure 

xc : Rabbi Joseph Lookstein 
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum ./ 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
Professor Shemaryahu Talm:>n 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Henry Sieqman 
Executive Vice President 
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The American Jewish Cotm\ittee 
Institute of Human Relations 

165 East 56th Street 
New York 22, New York 

Date h"'-< 11 ,·-,~ 
FR~1 : ~/BI ttAAC H. TANENBAUM 
TO: - ~~ ~~- . 

Pleaae circulate to: --

-- For Approval 

-- Pleue Handle 

t-/. Read and Return 

~turned ~equ.,,tted 
__ Telephone He 

__ Your COl!i!l!lent1·, Pleaae 
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(>a.AM °' r~c.r.. 
THE VATICAN-JEWISH -MEETlf•iG IN A.NTwERP. 

THE PRESS.RELEASE -

The International Catholic.Jewish !-iaison. Com,mittee _held its. third 
annual meeting in Antv.:erp (Belgium) .from Dece-mber 4-6, 1973. 

· The Liaison Committee was formed in 1971, the Roman Catholic 
delegation. having been appointed by Cardinal Willebrand.s with ·the 
approval of Pope Paul VI, the Jewish dele;gation representing major 
organizations. · The aims of the liaison Committee are the fostering 
of mutual understanding·. the exchai:i_ge of information. and co-operation 
in areas of common concern and responsibility. - · 

The meeting was presided over by Msgr. Charles Moeller, 
General Secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Chris
tian Unity (Rome), and by Professor R.J. Zwi Werblowsky of Jeru
salem, Chairman of the Jewish Council for lnterreligious Contacts 
in Israel. · · - · 

: The Committee. discus-sed two study papers presented by 
Catholic and Jewish scholars on· the concepts of People, Nation and 
Land in their respective religious traditions. It was decided to 
pursue this study ·in 'the liglit of questions and insights that emerged 
during lhe discussion . . It was also agreed to undertake a study 
of the moral and spi ritua'I foundations of Human Rights and Religious 
Freedom in the two religious traditions _for discus-sion at a subse~ 
quent meeting. · · · 

Among the topics discussed in a rel jgious perspective were : 
The Middle East situation and its implications for Jewish-Christian 
relations ; co-operation between Catholic and 'Jewish agencies at- the 
U.N. in relation to Human Rights and Religious Freedom, and in 
particular· with regard to the ·proposed DeClaration -and Convention 
on the "Elimination of all forms· of · Rel igious Intolerance" : the 
situatiOn of Christians in Israel and the proselytising activities of 
some missionary groups there '; the- situation of the- Jews in the 
USSR : the recrudescence of anti-semitism and concerned action 
in combating it. 

A strong recommendation was made to continue and develop 
the work of the Liaison Committee. 

The discussions took place in an atmosphere of cordiality and 
friendship and were seen by both delegations as an important step 
forward in their mutual understanding and cooperation. 

The two delegations consisted of the following representatives : 
H.E. Msgr. ROGER ETCHEGARAY, Archbishop of Marseille, Chairman 
of the Council of Episcopal Conferences of Europe: Msgr. CHARLES 
MOELLER, General Secretary of the Secretariat for Promoting Chris
tian Unity, Rome. Rev. Fr. BERNARD DUPUY, Secretary of the 



.· I I 

!" . : ·~ 

Episcopal Commission for Relations with Judaism in France, Paris; 
Rev. Fr. PIE.RAE. bf CONTENSdN. '1ri ch~rge .. ol the Office for Catholic-. ' Jewish Relations, attach~d to· ~he ·Secretariat· for Promoting Christian 
Unity, Rome; Rev. EDWARD FLANNERY, Executive Secretary of the 
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the American Catholic 
Bishops' Conference. Dr. JOSEPH ·uCHTEN. Consultant, B'nal B'ri~h 
~.nF .. Qe.f(lll)~tion L~ague, Rorrj~; Dr. GE_RHART RIEGNER.; Seqretary 
G'eneral of the World Jewish ~Congress .. Geneva; Rabbi HENRY SIEG
MAN, Executive. vice-president, of: the Synago,gue Council of America, 
Nfiw York; Rabbi MARC TANENBAUM, National Director of Inter
religious Affaires· of the American Jewish Committee, New York: 
Prof. 'zw1 WERBLOWSKY. Chairman of the Jewish Council for lnter
r?lig~ous Contacts in Israel , Jerusalem . 

• •• 

Speaking over the WINS....- Westinghouse Broadcasting System. 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, one '·of the members of this Liaison Com
mittee, made some comments saying this was by far the most con· 
st.ructive and mutually helpful meeting . . · He add~d- that the press; 
release did not reflect perhaps the most valuable aspect of the 
1'!1~~ti.ng, "that is the growth in genuine fri~rids_hip .and re.ciprocal 
under~ta~ding between the Cathol,ic and. J.ewish rep~esentati.ves','. 
Th~t . spirit; h~ ·thought. was epitomized in several mor:nents of the 
cornsultation. He quoted Msgr. Charles Moeller, wllo .. headed the. 
Vatican delegation as saying that "Chri1>~i(lns and Jews· have two 
different ways of expressing t~eir universalism, QUt we can never 

· fqrget- that Christian universalism pr9ceeds from the· .universalism 
of the synagogu~. There is; therefore. not division. but diver~ity,. 
We; Catholics, need your exist~nqe, we need yqur point of vie'.\'.. ·and 
t_hat gives me hope ~or the· future". In t~at and many other . ways. 
Rabbi Tanenbaum concluded, the Vatican Jewish m~etin_g in Antwerp 
was "a significant step forward in translating that future hope into 
present reality". 

1·52 

" 



<(- ../? J11ter11atio11af !fewis/t eo111111ittee 011 J11terrefigio11s eo11s11f tafiOllS 
43'2 Park Ai·enue Sowh I New York, N. Y. 10016 /Tel. (212) 686-8670 
I Rue de V arembd 121 I Qeneva 20, Swiczerland I Tel. ( 022) 34 13 25 

Co .. stitucnt Agencies: -

WORLD JEWISH cor-:GRESS 

~\'N1\GOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
AMERICAN JF.WISH COMMITTEE 

Dr . Gerhart M. Riegner 
World Jewish Congress 
1 , Rue de Varembe 
1211 Geneva 20 
Switzerland 

Dear Gerry: 

Thank you for your letter of June 21. 

June 27, 1974 

The meeting dates suggested in your letter (January 7-9 for 
the wee and· January 13-16 for the Vatican) are okay . They 
were approved by the overall conunittee of IJCIC at the meet
ing on Hednesday , February .. 27th. 

Werblowsky was at Uarvard, but has now returned to: N.I .A.S., 
Meyboomlaan 1 , Wassenaar , Netherlands ; and you can reach him 
there. 

I have no s trong objections to England as a meeting place. 
However , I seem to recall that Nice was s uggested as the loca
tion of our next meeting, and I think ti1e climate there is far 
pleasanter that time of year than it would be in England. 

\'1 armes t regards. 

~ Sincerely, 

iiS/r Rabbi Henry Siegman 

xe: Rabbi ~olomon Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Joseph Lookstein 
Professor Shemaryahu Tal mon 
Raboi .Marc Tanenbaum v:· . 



Jnter11atio11al ffewislt eommittee 
OH J11terrefi!/iOllS eons11/tatiOHS 
432 Park Avenue South/New York, N.Y. 10016/Tel. 686-8670 
1 Rue de V arembe I Geneva, Switzerland I Tel. 341 ~325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

To: Members of IJCIC 

From:· Rabb1 .He~ Slegrnon 

Subiect: Meeting,on October 29 

Date: October 14, 1974 .... 

. · : · 

. ~ .· ... 

This Is .to ~form you that the next m~tin9 of our Committee wHI take place:: 
.. . . . 

D~: Tuesday, October 29 ~- il 

Time: Noon (lunch wlll be served) 

Place: Synagogue Council of AmerJea 
Conferen~ Room 
432 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 

The followlng matt~n wUI be d'scussed: 

I. Agenda ~r the Jo~ 7-9 ~~ltation with the Wortd Counc;il ~f 
C~nir~es (I~ ~ndon.) . . · · : . ·. 

2. Agenda .for the Jo~ory .13-1·6 CQn8"'1totfon wt th the Roman Ca:tft,Hc 
c~~ o,, ~ft.) · · · · · 

3~· J8tnt. P\J.bl~tlon wit~ the Wotld Council. of Ch~r,ches. . ~ . ' . \ . 

We wHI meet only on~e more In PJ'eporati~n for _the London and Rome co~ta· 
tlons (the week Qf_November 25, when Gerhart R.le gnet; fto.m Geneva wJU -&e . 
wtth us.) I~ .ihat yQu wdt attend bQth ~.,~ngs. · 

.. . · . . Pi.a. l'fl~ th~ ~tosed postc:~d for the Oc~r 29 meeting. - - . . - . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

~est regards. · 



Dr. Reigner called from Geneva: 10/23/74 1:25 P.M. 

This is pretty much verbatim: 
Announcement of the Special CollDDission for Jews by XHJ the Vatican 
came out yesterday. 
Perhaps it was published this morning in the New York Times. I think 
some declaration has to be made by IJCIC. 

Following is exact text which appe~red in L'Osse~atora Romano 
on the first page this morning: 1This is translated by Dr. Reigne~7 

' 
"Taking into HMM account the developmemt~ of religious 
rela~ionships of the Catholic Church with Judaism and 
Islam and in line with the Vatican Council Declaration 

I 'Nos-Ira Aetate", the Holy Father has decided to create 
two commissions for the relations with each of the 
above-mentioned religions. The two commissions 
come under J.a.s per Br. R ... igner. this i-& no.t .exact ttan~ 
:kttt'c3rr;-t:he-Lnni-1Vozd esed "as. ~mba.hi~oseti' ' inte'nt:tomrl.ly 

· _so-as--ttrbe tce>re--vague-Fatne'rtlianpo~~itl.v.~.7 · 
the Secretariat for Christian Unity and the Secretariat 
for Non-Christians respectively. Each conunission will 
consist of eight ConsultotSand will have as president 
and as vice-president the Cardinal president and the 
secretary of the respective secretariats. Each com-
mission, moreover, will have its own secretary who will be 
a member of the office of the corresponding Secretariat.'' 

On the next page, there appeared two long articles: one on the Jewish 
Commission and one on the Commission on Islam. 

' . 
' 

In the article on Jewish Commission, a long description of the .development 
on the local level and then a description of the establishment of the 
Liasi~n Committee for IJCIC and IJCIC is mentioned and then then mentioned 
the XHX.HH four meetings which have been held in Rome, Paris, Marseilles 
and Antwerp, and then it continues . in ~he followin3 way: 

"It is principally from this coaanittee (the Liasion Committee) 
that the suggestiOn came to create in the Vatican a 'Commission 
for Relations with Judaism'. Having been joined to the 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, this Commission · 
was created by the Holy Father with a goal of promoting and 
fostering relations of a religious nature between Jews and 
Catholics. 

"Besides having llU true and proper relations with Judaism 
on a ~orld-wide plain, this· Commission has had the disposal 
within the limits of its competence -- of all the XlDl 
interested bodies or those concerned with Jewish-Christian 
relations in order to supply them with information and receive 
information from them and in order to help them to pursue their 
goals in conformtty with the Directors of the Holy See. 

"The Corrnnission must endeavor to develop these activities for 
the effective and just realization of the orientations given 
by the Second Vatican Council, particularly in Section 4 of the 
Declaration Nostra Aetate of October 28, 1965. 



JTA Daily News Bulletin 

D .INITZ SAYS ACCORD ON EMIGRATION 
IS OF REVOLUTIONARY IMPORTANCE 

NEW YORK, Oct. 24 (JTA)--Israeli Ambassa
dor Simcha Dinitz; said yesterday that the agree
ment between the Administration and Congress 
which is expected to lead to large numbers of So
viet Jews emigrating to Israel is of ''revoluti?n
ary importance" U it is realized. The lsraeh · 
envoy to Washington spoke at an off-the- record 
meeting of the Conference of Presidents of Ma
jor American Jewish Organizations presided. 
over by Rabbi Israel Miller, Conference cha1r
man. 

Dinitz reportedly said that Soviet emigration 
is necessary for Israel's survival since the Jew
ish State could not exist with only three million 
Jews. He had warm praise for Sens. Henry M. 
Jackson (D.Wash.), Jacob K, Javits (R.NY) and 
Abraham Ribicoff (R.Conn.) for their eff<?rts in 
reaching the agreement. Dlnitz also praised the 
Ford Admlnistratton • 

. According to sources, Dinltz also said that. 
the U.S. agrees with Israel that the Palest~ne. 1s
sue must be settled in the context of negotiat1ons 
with Jordan and that a third state between Israel 
aIXi Jordan would be harmful to the U.S. , Israel 
and Jordan because it would fall under Soviet in
fluence, 

He said Israel wants to negotiate with Egypt 
next but the forthcoming Arab summit confer
ence in Rabat wm determine whether this is pos
sible. In an apparent reference to the debate 
over Jewish settlement on the West Bank, Dinitz 
urged American Jewish organizations to be uni
fied. He reportedly said the importance. of unity 
amoncr American Jews transcends any dlfference 

-over parqcular. issues. 

Miller Denies Press Reports 

Rabbi Miller issued a statement afterwards 
denying certain press reports of what Dlnitz 
told the Presidents Conference at their closed 
btieflng session about his meeting with Secreta 
of State Henry A. Kissinger shortly before the 
latter's departure for Moscow. 

Rabbi Miller said, "Ambassador Dinitz at no 
point in his talk suggested that Israel would be 
prepared to accept or be satisfied with a de facto 
agreement on non- belligerency with Egypt:" He 
said that the Israeli envoy had in fact "re1terat 
and emphasized that the period of military ar
rangements was over and that any negotiations 
with Egypt must be based on a meaningful and 
substantive political retu.rn. The Ambassador 
did not go into any details with regard to possi
ble future agreements and stressed that Secre
tary Kissinger did not bring with him any con
crete Egyptian proposal. At the same time, he 
(Dinltz) said, Israel was hot asked to detail her 
proposal or to draw lines or maps," Rabbi Mil
ler added. 
TOP DIPLOMAT FOR CWCAGO 

JERUSALEM, Oct. 24 (JTA)--One of Israel's 
top diplomats, Ehud Avriel, bas been appointed 
Consul-General to Chicago and is due to take up 
the post shortly, Officials said his appointment 
was the first of a series intended to boost the 
strength and status of Israel 's representati.on to 
major American Jewish communities. Both 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin and Defense Minister 
Yigal Allon have spoken of their desire to upgrad 
· the levels and status of the Consulates- General 
io some major U.S. cities. 

Avriel's last ambassadorship was to Italy in 
the late 1960s. Most recently he has served as 

October 25, 1974 

special advisq,r to the Foreign Minister. He \)i: -
tered the foreign service in 1948, having been a 
key figure earlier in the "Bricha" illegal immi
gration,.and in major arms purchases from Czech
oslovakla during the War of Independence. He has 
served as minister to Prague, Budapest and Buch"".' 
arest and later as Ambassador to Liberia and 
the C~ngo. . · 

~BERNARD LAUFER DEAD AT 63 I 
TORONTO, Oct. 24 (JTA)--F\Uleral services 

were held this week for Bernard (Berl) Laufer, 
president for many years of the Toronto branch of 
the World Federation of Bergen-Belsen Associa
tions and member of the national executive com
mittee of the Canadian Jewish Congress, who died 
here at the age of 63, Mr. Laufer was born in 
Bendin Poland and was active in the Zionist youth 
movem

0

ent there before World War II. With most 
other Polish Jews, he was deported to Nazi con
centration camps aod was among the survivors at 
Bergen- Belsen when it was liberated cy Allied . 
forces. · . 

Subsequently, Mr. Laufer helped organize the 
central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bergen
Belsen which served as a representative body to 
the military government and control commission 
in the British zone of occupied Germany. Later he 
became a member of the pr esidium of the World 
Federation of Bergen- Belsen Associations. He 
was co-chairman of the CJ C's central region's an
nual Holocaust Memorial Assembly held last April 
and was associated with various publication ven-
ture of the World Federation and its annualawa~s. 

J S WELCOME NEW VATICAN COMMISSION 

NEW YORK, Oct. 24 (JTA)- -The establishment 
of a .new Vatican Commission for Relations. with 
the Jews was welcomed by the five major Jewish 
organi zations which make up the International . 
Jewish Committee on Interreltgious Consulta-
tions (IJCIC). In a joint statement, the co-secre
taries of IJCIC noted that the new Vatican. Com
mission grew out of a series of annual consu~tations 
between representatives of the Roman Cathohc 
Church and their organizations. uThese consulta
tions have been marked increasingly by a spirit 
of friendship and candor, by a desire for mutual 
helpfulness in areas of common concern," the co
secretaries said. 

Signing the statement were Dr. _Gerhart Rieg
ner, secretary general, World Jewish Congress; 
Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice-president, 
Synagogue Council of America; Rabbi Marc Tan
enbaum, director of lnterreligious affairs, Amer
ican Jewish Committee; Rabbi Solomon Bernard~. 
director of interreligious affairs, Anti- Defama
tion League of B'nai B'rith; and Prof. Shmaryahu 
Talmon, chair man, Israel Interfaith Committee. 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Congregation Kehillath 
Jeshurun, New York, serves as chairman of the 
Committee. 

The next meeting between representatives of 
IJCIC and the newly established Vatican Commis
sion for Relations with the Jews will take place in 
Rome. Jan. 14-16, 1975. The co-secretaries ex
pressed the hope that the new Commission and the 
forthcoming deliberations in Jan. "will further ad
vance that movement. t.oward mutual trust and co
operation tn the interests of our respective com
munities and of the entire human family." . 

• * * 
JERUSALEM (JT A)--A mission of. Toronto UIA 

supporters, led by Eddie Creed."arrived here Wed
nesday pledging to equal the record-breaking cam
paign figures this year achiev.ed after the Yom 
Kippur War. 

·-----------·····-·---·-· - ·-·-····---· ----··- --
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITT.EE 

· O~tober 31; 1974 · 
.. 

To: S.A.C . . Members & I . T~rman 

· From: Marc Tanenbaum 

Attached is the text of the 

IJCIC statemertt (which I drafted 

for the gro~p) in response to the 

Vatiian announcement of the new 

Vatican Catholic-Jewish office. 

MHT:MSB 
Att. 
74-700-93 
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CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

W \lRLI) !EWISH CONGRESS 

sn-;Ac;OtaJE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

A\lcRl~AN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

For further information contact: 
Rabbi Henry Siegman 
686-8670 

FOR IM.MEOIATE RELEASE 

JEWS WELCOME NEW VATICAN COMMl'SSION 

The establishment of a new Vatican Commission for Relations with the Jews was welcomed 

by the 5 major Jewish organizations which mqke ·up the International Jewish Committee 

.on lnterreligious Consultations ( IJCIC) . 

In a joint statement the co-s.ecretaries of°IJCIC noted that the new Vatican Commission 

grew out of a series of annual consultations between representatives of the Roman Catholic 

Chu_rch and. their organizations. 

"Jhes~ consu.ltcfions hove b~en mc;:ir.ked increo_~ingiy by a spirit of friendship and condor, 

by a desire for mutual helpfulness in areas of common concern," the co-secretaries said. 

Signi~g !he statement were Dr . Gerhart Riegner, Secre~ary General, World Je~ish Congres.s; 
. . . 

Rabbi Henry Siegman, Executive Vice Preside'I t, Synagogue Council of America; Rabb~ . . . 

Marc Tanenbaum; Direc~or of lnterreljgious Affairs, American Jewish Committee; Rabbi . 

. I . . , 

Solomon Bernards, Director of lnterreligious Affairs, Anti-Defamation league of B'nai Brith; 
. . . . . . . . 

o~~ Professor Shm~~yahu Talmon, "Chairman, Israel ·Interfaith Committee. 

R9bbi)oseph H. Lookstein, Congrega~ion Kehil lath .. Je~hurun, New York, serves as 

chairman of th·e Committee. 
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The next me~ting b~~een represeri.tatives _of IJCIC and the newly t::stablished Vatican 

Commission for Relations with the Jews.will toke place in Rome, January 14-16, 1975. 

The co-secretaries expressed the hope that the new Commission and the forthcoming de~ 

I iberations in January 1975 "wil I furth~r advance that move~ent towqrd mutual _trusf and 

cooperatio_n in the in~erests of our respective communities and o~ the entire human family." 

rhe c901plete te~_t "of the stoteme_nt fol lows: 

JJCJC and. its constitvent agenci~~ welcome the or:mou.ncerT)ent of the 
·establishment of a Vatican Commis5ion for Relations with Ju~oism . . 

This dev~IQP.ment has grown out of a series of recent annl)al cons.ultations 
'betwee'n .repres~nta"fives " o~ the :Roma.n Catholie: Church and th!?"Jewish people . 
These consultations have been marked increasingly by 'a spirit.of friendship 
and condor, and by a desire for mutual helpfulness in areas of common concern. 

·we trust that this new Commission and our forthcoming. deliberati'ons in January 
wil I further odv~nce that 'movement tow~r.d m~tuai trust and cooperation in tlie 
interests of our r.espedi~e communities a·nd of the ·entire· humari family. 

Dr. Gerhart Riegner, World Jewish Congress (Geneva) 
Rabbi Henry Siegman, Sy~clgogue Council of A~erica (New York) 

. Rabbi. Marc Tarienbauin, Ameri:an Jewish Committee (New York) · 
·Robbi Solomon B~mai'd;, Anti-Defamation Leog~e, B'nai. Brith (New York) 
Professor Shmaryahu Talmon, Israel Interfaith Committee (Je.ru5alem) 

'· 
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Rome, November 1974, 
Piazza Scanderbeg·85. 

Te : Fr.P.M.de Conteneon , Rcme 
Mer. R.Etchegare.y ; Marseille 
Fr. :B.Depuy ' Paris 
Fr. E.Flannery , Washington 
Mar. Ch.Moell.er , Rome 

Rabbi B.Briokner ; New York 
Dr. E.L.Ehrlich ' :Bale 
Dr. J.Lichten • Rome 
Dr.G. M.Riegner ; Geneva 
Rabbi H.Siegman ' New York 
Prof. s.Talmon , Jerusalem 
Rabbi m.Tanenbaum ; New York ~~-
Prof. z.werblowski 

' 
Jerusalem 

Rabbi Wurzburger , New York 

From • • F.:Seoker ' Rome 

About two months ago ·I sent you a copy of 
the draft minutes of the meeting of the Cathol.ic -
Jewish li.iaison Committee held in Antwerp on Decemb
er 4-6, l.973. 

I would great1y appreciate it if you could 
return to me your copy of the draft minutes, with 
your corrections, at your ear11est convenience to en
ab1e me to prepare the final version of the minutes 
which have to be submitted to our forthcoming meeting 
in Rome. 

Yours einoerely, 

":)~~ 

F.Becker 
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Rabbi Henry SIEGMAN 
Executive Vice-President 
Synagogue Council of America 

' 432 Park Avenue South 
N e w Y o r k 

N.Y.10016 

Dear Henry, 

/ 
.,~ 

ti 

' i 

I received copy of your statement on .the · establ.ish·,~ 
ment of the Vatican Commission and wish to thank you for i .t. i, 

I have not yet received the minutes of the meeting of last week. ·· 

I am writing today to inform you of a discussion 
which ·Becker had two days ago with Msgr. Moeller and Father 
de Contenson in Rome. 

1. . Becker expressed our satisfaction-. on,.the estabiish-
ment of the Commission and, on my request, asked .the que~tion . · 
what relations this Commission will establish with other con~ 
gregations or departments of the Curia and whether some re~ " ·· 
presentatives of these departments would be included among the . ; 
"Consultori". You may remember that this is what Hamer told 
us at ·several occasions in .the past. __.. 

Moeller and de C.ontenson however stated that they 
did. not intend to h~ve repr~$entativei of other Curia depart-

. ments nomi-nated as "Consul tori". They think that this wol11d be 
·_ counter-produ9ti ve and t.hey \:JOuid get a Tr:oyan Hors_~ .. into the.ir 1' 

own outfit. They consider that the way to involve oth~r Curia 
departments iri our work is to invite representatives :of these 
departments (such as . the · Commission Pax &. Justi tia • or the 
Congregation on Education) to discussions o{ p~rticular points 
at meetings of the ¢atholic-Jew.:i:sh Liaison Committee whenever· 
this would appear useful and necessary, This atti tud~ is quite. :i 

intere~ ting and I have no intention to press the point any · . 
further at · this moment. · 

'• , 

1. 
! 

· 2, Becker raised the question of the composition of ·1 

the Liaison Committee, You will remember that we· asked at the ! 
last meet i ng for a re-consideration of the rules ·and pleaded for' 
an enlargment of the group • . The reply was that it would be 
very difficult at this moment to formally enlarge the Liaison 
Committee and it is very improbable that we could get at this 

. / .. 
· - ··. . ...... 
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Rabbi Henry Siegman 
i < 

New York November l, 197~ 
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stage ·a positive reply. One of the major reasons is apparently 
financial. Moeller and Contenson said that the only possibility 
is at this stage to invite some local leaders when and where the 
Liaison Committee meets. 

On the other 
appearing at 10 or so 
of 5 is still sacred. 
us with regard to the 
year :the names O·f the 

· tions • .. ... - ... 

hand they have no objection if we are again 
as the last time, but the official number 

This of course presents some problems f 9r 
press release but perhaps we could omit this 
individuals and jus~ mention the organisa-

3. Mo.eller and Contenson informed Becker that 
paper on human rights will be ready by November 15. 
impression that they want to exchange the papers at 
Will our paper also be ready ? 

their study 
I have the 

that tiJl'.le. 

·' 'i 

4. With regard to the agenda, the following tran~pired 
I 
! 

. ; 

Willebrands will be present for the opening of the meeting. The 
first point on the agenda should then be an explanation on th~ 
establishment and competence of the new Commission. In additi¢n 
to this, Contens!on would like to make a report of his activities ·, 
since the last meeting. Then the study papers of the last meeting . 
of the Liaison Committee should be taken up again and one should 
discuss what should be further done with these papers and dis
cussions. In this connection it seems that our Catholic friends 
also want to discuss again whether the Liaison Cqmrnittee should 
be action directed or just limited to studi~s. The.next point 
would then be the discussion of the study papers on human rights. 

. . 

· 'As to the part mutual information and mutual concerns, 
they:tB.ve at this stage no special points to suggest for discussion 
and expect our sugges~ions. · 

They intend to organise a reception at the -·Sidic Centre 
on the last day of the meeting and to invite a number o~ people 
to it. 

What is more important :is that they have reserved the day ...:..... 
after our meeting for visits to several Vatican Offices. This may 
be quite interesting. 

,:i am seeing Snoek again·:, on Tuesday and hope to have 
until then some information about your meeting. I would be gratef,ul 
if you would let me know as soon as possible the name of the scholax 
·who will undertake the study on the Jewish concept of' power and if 
you would let me have your suggestions who should be invited to the 
larger meeting with the World Council. 

I would be gr.ateful if y·ou would inform the other col
leagues in New York of the contents of this letter. I am sending 
myself a copy to Shemaryahu Talmon. 

With be,~t regards ,, 
Since.rely .. yours, 

A ..-
Cc. Prof. Sh. Talmon . 

'11~1\M,/1. . 

Gerhart M. Riegner 
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memorandu.m 
to: 

from: 

'.-... .. 1.: . 

Members of UC IC 
! 

Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Summary of October 29 Meeting 

November 7, 1974 

In attendance were: Rabbi Joseph H. Look~t~in, Chairman, (AJC); Rabbi Balfour 
Briickner, (µAHC); Professor Loui~ Henkin, Columbia University; 
Rabbi Alan Langner, (WJC); Dr.' .Mox M~lamet, (WJC); ! 

Judith Muffs, (BB-AOL); Rabbi Henry Siegmon, (SCA); 
Dr. Alon Singer, (W JC); Robbi Marc Tanenbaum, (AJC): 
Rabbi Walter Wurzburger, (SCA) 

The fol lowing is a brief summary of our meeting on October 29. 

I. It was agreed that we would invite Dr. Louis Finkels'tein to present the theoret
ical paper on 11 Power and the State11 at the WCC consultation. Other alterna
tives were suggested. 

Among the items on the agenda of current com:ern for the WCC were the following: 

a. The Palestinian Situation 
b. World Hunger 
c. Human Rights Problems, including Soviet Jewry; 

J- ~ - ~\,..-·'"'"- -
There was some discussion, and difference of opinion, ·as to whether and how 
the subject of evangel ization should be treated. 

I ' 

2. Professor Louis Henkin discussed the outline of his paper on human rights for the 
consultation with Vatican representatives. It was agreed that among the agenda 
items on issues of current concern for the Vatican meeting would be: 

a. The Middle East -
b. World Hunger 
c. Human Rights Problems, including Soviet Jewry 
d. The New Vatican Commission on Catholic-Jewish Relations 
e. · Vatican fol low-up on our reports of Antisemitism in various parts of the world 



2. 

3. It was agreed that our next meeting would be he Id Wednesday, November 27, 
at noon, with the participati~n of Dr. Gerhart Riegner. 

In a I etter from R iegner, the following points were made: 

I. The Catholics wish to discuss the disposition of the papers that were presented -;r
at our last consultation (on Land and People). . 

2. The. Catholics consider 5 participants.on each side a 11 sacred11 number. 

' . 

3. Moeller and de Contenson .suggested visits to several Vatican cf fices following 
our meeting. I think we should discuss whether a more appropriate procedure 
might be for repr~sentatives of these offices to meet with us. 

4 . In a ·telephone copversotion, Riegner. pointed out that we have not submitted 
the final document to the Vatican on the subject of Antisemitism. 

5. We need the corrections of the minutes of our last meeting, which were sent 
by Becker to the participants in the Antwerp consultation. 

With regard to the London meeting, · Riegner informed me that he met with Snoek of the 
World Council of Churches, who suggested the following: . . 

I. The Steering .Comn:iittee should meet Sunday evening, January 12. 

2. The consulta~ion will open Monday morning, January 13, 10:00 a . m ., with opening 
greetings by Archbishop Ramsey and Chief Rabbi Jakobovits. · 

The rest of Monday ~nd all of Tuesday will be devoted to a presentation and dis
cussion of the four papers (two Jewish, two Christian). A discussion of the sev
eral items on our current agenda is scheduled for all day Wednesday, and Thursday 
morning is reserved for a continuation of that discussion and the preparation of 
·joint texts. Our Steering Committee is to meet again on Thursday afternoon to plan 
for the· future. 

Riegner suggested the fo.1 r~wing breakdown of ci'ur delegation to t.he WCC: 

From the U. S. there would presumably be Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein and Rabbi 
M~rc Tanenbaum, (representing AJC); Rabbi Irwin M. Blank, Rabbi Henry Siegmon, 
and Rabbi Balfour Brickner, (representing SCA); Robbi Wolfe Kelman, (representin19 
WJC); four p·ersons from Great Britoin,{Chief Rabbi Jakobovits, Chacham Goon, 
Nahum Rabinovitch, and Hugo Gryn); four from Israel, (Tolmon, Avineri, an oriental 
Jew, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz); one from France, {in consultation with Chief Rabbi Kaplan); 
one from CaRada, (representing W JC); perhaps one from Germany; the European repre
sentatives of B'nai Brith and Committee •. 

• ~ . . J 

The final makeup of the delegation will depend on the several agencies and decisions to 
be taken by our Committee a.t its next meeting on November 27. 

I · 

i 
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1Hf(fHllftlJl{/lf f/eurisft eo111111iffee 
0Ji-!11ierreligio11s Cons11/tatiod$ .. . 
432 Park Avenue Souch/New Y ork, N.Y. 10016 / Tel. 686-8670 

1 Rue de Varembe I Geneva, Swic~erland I Tel. 341-325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

WORLD JEW ISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

To: Members 

From: Rabbi Henry S iegman "' 

Subject: Meeting on November 27 

Date: November 5, 1974 

Th is is to infonn you that the next meeting of our Committee ~ill take place: 

Date: Wednesday, November 27 

Time: Noon (~ wil I be served) 

Place: Synagogue Council of America 
Conference Room 
432 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 

We expect to have Dr. Gerhart Riegner from Geneva with us. 

Our agenda for. the consultations with representatives ot the Vatican and the 
World Council of Churches should be. finalized during the meeting. We also 
will have to determine the compositi~n of our delegations that will attend the 
two meetings. 

Please return the enclosed postcard • 

. l)indest r~gards. 

•, ' • 



Jnternational fewislt Committee 
OH /Hferre/ipiOllS edJISllf/af iOHS 
432 Park Atienue South/New York, l'(.Y. 10016/Tel. 686-8670 
1 Rue de Varembe I Geneva, Swit~erland I Tel. 341,325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 
WORLD JEW ISH CONGRESS 
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMEllICA 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

IJCIC MEETING 

Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Chainnan 

November 27, 1974 

AGENDA 

Rome 

I • Makeup of Delegation 
2. Review of Agenda ard Assignment of Topics 
3. Proposed Visits to Other Commissions 
4. Rec:eptfon at CIDIC Center 
5. Publication of Antwerp Papers 
6. Information re Antisemitism 

II London 

I. Sunday Evening Steering <;:ommittee Meeting 
2. Makeup of Delegation : . 
3 . Review of Agenda and Assignment of Topics 
4. Proposed Invitation to Archbishop and Chief Rabbi to 

Opening Session and/ or Reception 
5. WCC Publication (Werblowsky Draft) 
6. WCC Central Committee Statements on the Middle East and 

Jerusalem 

, 



NiooJ)· w I Ht AMEKILAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Institute or Human·RelaUons • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 2121751·4000 ·Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

December 4, 1974 

To: Members of IJCIC 

From: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Subje~t: Pope Paul's Statement on UNESCO 

The November 27th meeting of the IJCIC Steering Committee requested 
that I draft a cable to the Vatican regarding the Pope John XXIII 
peace prize that was to be awarded to UNESCO on Saturday, November 30. 

1n view of the lateness of time and the fact that the ~ext day was 
Thanksgiving Day, which would have made the clearance of a state
ment difficult if not impossible, I took it upon myself to telephone 
on Wednesday evening the Apostolic Delegate to the United States, 
Archbishop Jean Jadot. 

I explained to him our concerns regarding the Vatican prize to UNESCO 
and requested that he aake an· intervention in Rome along the follow
ing lines: 

a) It would be an important gesture if the Vatican could make a 
decision to withdraw the prize from UNESCO; 

b) If that would not be possible, we think it would be both 
morally appropriate and necessary that the Pope make a strong 
critical statement of the po.li ticization of UNESCO by the Arab
Communist bloc. 

In response ·Archbishop Jadot said that he understood clearly our con
cerns and sympathized with our point of view. He promised that he 
would contact the Vatican immediately and communica.te our protest 
and would let me know what action would be taken. On Friday he in
formed me that the Pope would make a statement criticizing the UNESCO 
action. 

Subsequently the Archbishop sent me the text of the Pope's statement, 
a copy of which I enclose. Under the circumstances, I think we can 
regard this as a constructive and conciliatory response on the part 
of the Vatican, and certainly on the part of Archbishop Jadot toward 
the .Jewish community and Israel. L 

1
. 

MHT : MSB · f\ ~ 
Enc ls. ~ ~.......y.,v. -
74-700-111 . . 

ELMO i.. WINT£1t, Prtsidtnt • 
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ROME - EXCERPTS F~O~ STATEMENT OF POPE PAUL VI ON OCCASION OF THE 
-AWARD OF POPE JOHN PEACE PRIZE TO UNESCO 

"It is a meeting at the highest level of ideas and it is precisely 

on this level of ideas that we have met UNESCO - met it with our 

support and with our admiration for the principle on which it is 

founded and from .which it services its many sided ~nd provident acti

vity, the principle that "peace must be built on the foundation of the 

intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind." But let us say 

straightaway that when today's meeting was arranged the episode 

which has recently upset such a large part of the world of culture 

was not foreseen. We are speaking of certain deliberation~ of the 

recent General Conference of UNESCO. We are hence unexpectedly faced 

with which upsets in public opinion the serenity 

of this happy moment. Thus all the more we express the wish that this 

unforc~cen case may . find a speedy solution, trusting as we do in the 

common desire for justice and peace of the parties concerned, and we 

hope for this with the thought that the first to rejoice at it will 

he the illustrious guests whom we have the honor to hrive prc5cnt 

here today, the directors and exponents of UNESCO bi reason of the 

universal and peaceful character and - as it has been said - the 

spirit of tolerance which characteriies it, extraneous as it is to 

political rivalries and always consistent in its own educational 

scientific and cultu~al aims as witness its concern for the values 

of history, of art, and of religion of a territory which is most 

dear and sacred to all of us." 
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RIGHTS OF JEWS A"ND PALESTINIANS STRESSED 

Geneva (EPS) - The search fo~ equal justice for both the Palestinian people and 

the Jewish people remains a primary concern of the World Council of Churches, ac

cording to Dr. Philip A. Potter, its general secreta;y. 

Responding to a journalist's query following the UN General Assembly's recent recog

nition of the Palestine Liberation Organization, Dr. Po~ter· said: "We must not 

give up the hope that both peoples will find the way to live together in a situa

tion in which self-determination, independence and national sovereignty are obtained 

and guaranteed for both. 

'~fore than ever before, it should be kept in mind that, as the WCC Executive Com

mittee said last February at Bad Saarow (German Democratic Republic), 'It is of 

the first importance that the rights of the Israeli Jews and· implementation oI the 

rights of the Palestinians should not lead to iYljustice to either people'". 

EPS 

UNITED CHURCH'S MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTION 

Des Moines, Iowa (EPS) - Some 225 members of the United Church of Christ attending 

the 165th annual meeting of its overseas service arm have adopted a resolution call

ing on both Palestinians and Israelis to recognize "the need and the right of 

these respective peoples to full nationhood, including political statehood within 

secure and mutually accepted borders". 

The c-esolution also urged all parties to the conflict to pursue the di ff icu.l t dia

logue on political rights proposed by the UN General Assembly "with the determina

tion to achieve agreement rather than partisan victory". 

A copy of tl.e resolution was sent to President Gerald Ford with a note explain.ing 

that the United Church 1 s Board for World Minis tries has worked in the Middle East 

since 1819, seeking to promote the welfare of all the peoples in the area through 

a variety of educational, medical and social services. President Ford and other 

top US officials were asked to "exert every effort to facilitate this dialogue of 

hope and to reduce the danger of a new outbreak of war". 

EPS 

From Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC 



TH.E AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

. ·~' 

December 4, 1974 

His Exce1icncy Archbishdp Jean Jadqt 
Apostolic Delegate 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington; . ti: C. 20008 

My dear Ar~hbishop Jador: . 

I appreciate very much your warm and thoughtful response to my 
telephone call last Wednesday regarding the UNESCO award . 

From our Europ~an office in Paris I have learned that Pope Paul 
VI did make a critical statement regarding the rece~t politiciza
tion of UNESCO. I wan~ you to know of our deep .·apprcciation .for 
your willingne~s to intervene in this important issue about which 
there is so much concern ·in the Jewish commun·it-y. 

With my warmest personal good wishes for a joyous and enriching 
holy season, I am 

MHT:MSB 

ElMER L. W1NT£R, P1uident . a 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Nation~! Director 
Intetreligious Affairs 
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TO: · Members of· the International. Jewish Committee for 
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) 

FROM: . Rabbi Marc. H. Tanenbaum, IJCIC Co-Secretary 
representing the American Jewish Cotmnittee 

DATE: December 26, 1974 

RE: VATICAN GUIDELINES TO BE ISSUED ON JANUARY 3, 1975: 
A J~ISH CRITIQUE · . . 

:Following is my .critique of the proposed Vatican "Guidelines" which . 
I P.ropose as a· basis for discussion with members o·f · the Vatican Office 
for Catholic-Jewish Relations when we meet in ·Rome from January 7 
through 9 : : · . 

The Guidelines for implementing the Vatican Council Declaration deal-· 
ing with Catholic-Jewish relations have been promulgated as an inter
nal ·document for. the guidance of the Catholic community and, as' such, 
it would normally be inappropriate for us· .to corrment .on · an interior 
Catho1ic matter - esp·ecially since its contents have not been formally 
shared with · IJCIC prio~ to th~ir public~tion. ·. · · 

On oth~r ·levels, however, it :i.s n~t only appropr .. iate ·but .. obligatory 
that. we ·clarify our views regarding critical aspects of this document: 
first, the·:.cuidelines make a number of explicit references which con
·stitute vaiue judgments regarding the validity and legitimacy of 
Judaism· and· the Jewfsh people. Insofar as we have a·cc·~pted; the re- . 
sponsib_ility. of representing the · interests of large· segments o"f world 
Jewry, we are moraily obligated to assure that the dignity :and· honor· 
of · the Syilagog~e an4 the Jewish people are defended.·.·and upheld. 
~econd, Cardinal Willebrands in his introductory note to the Guid~~ 
lines ·Characterizes ·this document as "the charter of the (Vatican) 
Commission for relations with Judaism." The contents· of the Guide .. 
lines ·are therefore of crucial significance for the future of 
C~thotic-Jewish relations in our lifetime, since it pro_vi'des authori
tative orientation for· the Catholic people throughout ·the world in 
b.oth the.fr . o.fficiai institutional ~nd: interpersonal daily relation
ships with Jewish agencies and Jewish persons as neighbors and fellow-
citiz~ns. · · · 

Viewed in their entirety, the Guidelines represent from an informed 
· Jewish perspective a significant clarification of a number of vital 

issues central to Catholic-Jewish relations which we welcome as a 
constructive and timely contribution to the advancement of Jewish
Christian understanding and cooperation. 

At ·. the slline :time, it contains regrettably· certain forinulat ions that 
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no self-re.specting Jewish person can live with in good conscience, 
since these formulations imply a religious "second class" status in 
the family of faith communities. 

The positive features of the Guidelines which we welcome include the 
following: 

a) A reiteration of the explicit condemnation by the Roman 
Catholic ·Church of anti-Semitism and discrimination which was first 

, contained in the Vatican Council Declaration on Non-Christian Religions. 
The re-counnitment to the cause of combatting anti-Semitism assumes 
heightened importance today in light of current international con-
d itioris in which this ancient hatred is being exploited systemati
cally by the enemies of the Jewish people, and therefore this action 
is most timely. 

' b) The appeal to Catholics to recognize that "dialogue demands 
.· respect for the other as he is, above all, respect for his faith and 

his religious convictions." In respect of Judaism and the Jewish 
people . that implies, as the Guidelines state, that Catholics seek "to 
learn by what essential traits the Jews define themselves in the 
light of their own religious experience." A declaration, if taken 
seriously, would logically and morally necessitate a coming to terms 
with the fact that the Jewish people's self definition centers on the 
critical conviction that God's Covenant with Israel is ever-lasting 
and is not subject to termination or substitution by the claims of 
another faith community. As the Bible declares in Deuteronomy 7: 6-9: 
"For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God 
hath chosen thee to be His own treasure, out of all peoples that are 
upon the face of the earth. 

11The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because you 
were more in number than any people - for you were the fewest of all 
peoples· · ·but because the Lord loved you, and because He would keep 
the oath which He swore unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you 
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of Bondage, 
from the land of Pharoah King of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord 
thy God, He is God, the faithful God, who keepeth Covena~t and mercy 
with them that love Him and keep His Commandments to a thousand gener
ations." 

The free election by God of His people explicitly involves not only 
the Sinaitic Covenant, but the Covenant with our Father Abraham by 
which the Holy Land was promised to him and to his seed, the people 
of Israel, until eternity. Any definition of contemporary Jewish 
religious experience that does not provide for due comprehension and 
acceptance of the inextricable bonds of God, People, Torah, and 
Promised Land risks distortion of the essential nature of Judaism and 



- 3 -

the Jewish people, and would constitute a regression in Jewish
Christian understanding. 

c) The charge to implement new understandings in scholarship 
through the various methods of "teaching and education" is a valuable 
and needed reinforcement in these vital areas. The abandonment of the 
false and polemical teachings regarding the alleged collective guilt 
of the Jewish people for the death of Jesus, of the stereotypes of the 
Pharisees as the corporate enemies of Jesus, and the so called spiri
tual decline of Judaism after the first century - all these historic 
falsehoods which have· constituted an incitement to anti-Semitism - must 
continue to be uprooted as the weeds of prejudice and discrimination. 
The systematic incorporation of these ·new insights of contemporary 
scholarship which have come to a fresh discovery of Judaism as a living 
reality into all areas of Catholic Education, liturgy, and mass media 
would constitute nothing less than a revolution in esteem between 

'Catholics and Jews everywhere. 

d) The call to joint social action is particularly welcomed at 
this time when such · pressing national and international problems in
volving so much human suffering require maximum cooperation. 

As to the negative features of the Guidelines .we.wish to make clear 
the following: While acknowledging the right of Christians to evan
gelize, the assertion of a conversionary intention within the frame
work of Guidelines for the improvement of Catholic-Jewish relations 
cannot but cast doubts about the motivations of the entire program. 
Presupposed in a conversionary approach to the Jewish people is a 
clear assumption that Judaism is inadequate as the source of truth 
and value to the Jewish people, and that the election of Israel as 
a covenanted people has somehow been terminated. Such an assertion, 
either implied or explicit, contradicts in fundamental ways other pos
itive statements in the Guidelines that appear to recognize the in
tegrity of Judaism in its own terms. 

To welcome these Guidelines without making clear that these negations 
or unresolved ambiguities toward Judaism and the Jewish people are 
totally unacceptable to the Jewish conscience would be nothing less 
than a betrayal of God's revelation to Israel and to truth itself. 
Beyond that, such anachronistic claims, if uncontested, would under
mine the authority and credibility of all those great Christian 
scholars in all denominations, and in a variety of scholarly dis
ciplines, who have been formulating a systematic new theology of 
Israel that is congruent with the actual religious realities of 
Judaism and the Jewish people. This theological development, the 
most hopeful sign of Jewish-Christian relations in 1900 years, pro
vides the only basis for genuine mutual acceptance and mutual trust 
between Christians and Jews. We feel strongly that the Guidelines 
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. must seek to encourage this development and not contribute to its 
weakening or dissolution. 

We therefore take seriously Cardinal Willebrand's instruction in the 
introductory note that "the text does not give a Christian theology 
of Judaism" which requires further study before a position can be 

·developed that will be acceptable to various schools of thought, 
Jewish as well as Christian. We pledge our every cooperation in 
'that vital study and learning process that hopefully will lead to 
a new positive era ~n Jewish-Christian relationships. 

' . 
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The consultation of the World Council of 
Churches and the International Jewish Com
mittee on lnterre/igious Consultations in 
London early this year was a significant 
meeting, with some Arab Christians and 
Jews from Israel also taking part. The Jewish 
participants represented all shades of outlook 
from very-orthodox to liberal, and geographi- · 
ca//y a wide area of the world. This is a report 
of their thinking and discussions from which 
political issues were not excluded. 

STUDY ENCOUNTER 
Vol. XI I No. 4 I 1975 

The Concept of P,ower 
in Jewish and Christian Traditions 
Introduction 

A joint consultation devoted to an examination of Jewish-Christian relations 
was held January 13-16, 1975 in London. The sixth of its kind, it was sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of Churches and the International Jewish Committee 
on lnterreligious Consultations (IJCIC). The Jewish body is composed of the 
World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of America, the American 
Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League, and the Israel 
Council for lnterreligious Relations. The World Council of Churches' .delegation 
included this time Christian Arab participants also. 

Co-chairmen of the consultation were Bishop George Appleton, former Arch
bishop in Jerusalem, and Rabbi Joseph H. Looksteln of New York, representing 
the American Jewish Committee as chairman of IJCIC. 

The consultation was greeted by the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congre
gations of the British Commonwealth, Dr Immanuel Jacobovits, and by the 
Rev. Arnold Bellwood for the British Council of Churches. 

The main theme of the meeting was "The Concept of Power In Jewish and 
Christian Traditions, its application to the contemporary social order; how does 
this inform us in our joint search for world community?" 

Members of the consultation shared with one another their experiences as 
participants in the Multilateral Dialogue with Men of Living Faiths, representing 
Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam (Colombo, April 1974); 
the consultation on Biblical Interpretation and the Middle East (Cartigny, January 
1974); the Christian-Muslim Dialogues in Africa (July 1974) and in South-East 
Asia (January 1975), and a meeting of the Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee 
(Rome, January 1975). Information was also shared about the forthcoming World 
Council of Churches' Assembly at Nairobi (N.ovember 1975), which would include 
a discussion on the topic "The Search for Community". 

Aspects of the present Middle East situation were also discussed, and views 
were exchanged reemphasizing the respective rights to national self-determination 
for the Jewish people in Israel and th'e Palestinian Arab people, In spite of the 
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variety of views expressed, hopes were articulated by the participants that mutual 
recognition could eventually be achieved, and they indicated a desire to contribute 
to that result. 

The following four areas were recommended for further exploration: 

1. What models of society and of International community would respond best 
to the requirements of transformation and redistribution of power? 

2. The role of the state In exercising power. 

3. How can change be brought about in society with a minimum of violence? 
The role of non-violence. 

4. The relation between power, justice and love. 

An aide-memoire 
"The concept of power in the Jewish and Christian traditions and its 
application to the social order." 

At earlier meetings the discussion centred on "the search for world com
munity". Broad agreement was reached on certain fundamental issues. In par
ticular, the encounter led to the recognition that world community was to be 
understood as a "community of communities". Human beings belong to com
munities and can be part of world community only through their communities. 
World community must respect the Integrity of communities. Quite naturally 
this discussion raised the issue of power and its role in building up community. 
Thus the theme "The concept of power in the Jewish and Christian traditions 
and Its application to the social order" was chosen for further Investigation at 
the meeting in London. 

The discussion helped to understand the approaches to the problems involved 
on both sides. Both convergences and differing emphases became apparent. 
The group decided to summarize a few of the main considerations In an aide
memoire and to suggest some major issues for further debate. 

1. Problems of interpretation 

a) When we speak about power what are we talking about? The term can be 
used in many differe·nt shades of meaning. The discussion at the consultation 
confined its attention to the role and exercise of power in ordering society. Other 
meanings were touched upon but not pursued in discussion. 

b) The discussion soon showed that in the biblical sources the issue of power 
Is not dealt with In a conceptional way. No defined notion is readily available. 
The biblical tradition consists of accounts of responses to actual situations in 
which power was used or misused. These stories are the material which must 
inspire our response today. No direct deduction from biblical sources is possible. 
Rather the present historical situation must be understood and judged In the light 
of and in analogy to the responses transmitted in the Bible. Law and command
ments have to be interpreted. 

c) In the ongoing process of Interpretation, the basic principles of our tradition 
can be adapted to answering problems arising out of the modern situation. 

d) It is important to recognize that the needs of the present situation inevitably 
lead to underlining, among the responses found In the tradition, those which 
illuminate best the way to be followed. 
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e) Most texts In the Bible refer to the role and exercise of power within one 
people or community. The exercise of power In tlhe international community is 
not central within the horizon of the biblical authors. Theological reflection on 
the basis of International community requires, therefore, the conscious trans
position of biblical Indications Into that new context. 

2. Points of broad agreement 

a) Power has its ultimate source In God. Power exercised In society Is essen
tially derivative and must be understood as a gift entrusted to man. He would 
trespass his role If he regarded himself as the source of power. This recognition 
of God as ultimate source excludes any absolute claims of man over man. Both 
traditions oppose with equal emphasis every tendency towards totalitarianism or 
exploitative oppression. 

b) Power should be exercised for the freedom and benefit of all. This concern 
entails the concern over the adequate balance of power in society. Power has 
the Inherent tendency to maintain itself over and against others. Power is often 
used to justify the status quo. Excessive concentration of power must therefore 
be resisted. Transfer of power Is needed to achieve justice and wide partici
pation. But more than mere transfer of power is required. The real task is the 
transformation of power In the process of its redis1ribution. Readiness to trans
fer, redistribution and transformation are the preconditions to make this process 
effective. 

3. Differing emphases 

Though no fundamental difference emerged in the understanding of the role 
and exercise of power in society the discussion made manifest that the Jewish 
and Christian traditions place the emphasis somewhat differently at least in some 
respects. 

a) On the whole the Jewish tradition views power as being neutral. Power is 
God's and everything depends on the use which is made of It. Use or abuse 
make power good or evil. Christians stressed more the corrupting effects of 
power. Power, by Its very nature, Is a temptation. Power exists only where the 
human being exists and since human beings are sinful, power does not exist 
apart from sin. There is need for a constant struggle against the destructive 
aspects of power. 

b) On the whole the Jewish tradition Is concerned with the exercise of power 
In the realm of history. Christians had a stronger tendency to refer to the ulti
mate, the exercise of power in the realm of the penultimate. A major concern of 
the Jewish tradition is the maintenance of a just and viable society. Christians 
stressed more the need of measuring society on the ground of ultimate criteria 
of justice and love. 

c) There Is another difference of emphasis concerning the place of weakness 
and powerlessness in God's action. Jewish tradition, basing itself on justice 
and God's love, insists on the proper exercise of power for the protection and 
the benefit of the weak and the powerless. While sharing this concern, Christian 
thinking places greater emphasis on the values of chosen powerlessness and 
poverty. God's might becomes manifest In man's chosen powerlessness. He 
elects and makes man his Instrument. The Christian tradition tends therefore to 
regard powerlessness as esP,eclally conducive to true spiritual life. 
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4. Different contexts of theologizing 

How can these differences of emphasis be explained? Th,ey may have their 
reasons partly in the different contexts which determined the development of the 
two traditions. Jewish tradition arose out of and reflects the comprehensive 
concern for the lite of a specific people. Christian tradition; from its early history, 
presupposes a distinction between church and society; The Jewish thinking 
reflects the responsibility for the order of society as a whole while Christian 
thinki ng looks to society from the standpoint of a distinct religious community. 

5. Issues for further exploration 

a) What models of society and of international community would respond best to 
the requirements of transformation and redistribution of power? The consultation 
only dealt with the preliminaries of this issue. Agreement coutd be reached on 
some general principles. But how are these principles to be applied? What 
models of society are called for? 

b) The role of the state in exercising power: For the maintenance of order in any 
society the exercise of authority by the state Is required. What power should 
legitimately be given to the state? What is the role of the state in securing the 
distribution of power? What are the elements in the two traditions which chal
lenge us to rethink the concept of the state? 

c) How can change be_ brought about in society with a minimum of violence? 
The role of non-violence: The pace of changes and development in the present 
period of history requires rapid adaptations, often more rapid than human con
sciousness is able creatively to adjust to in a smooth process. Often changes 
occur through pressure and violence because there is no readiness to advance 
according to the needs of a just and solidary society. Status quo power tends to 
provoke counterpower, violence and even terrorism. Governinerntal and revolution
ary violence tend to provoke lasting disorder and deterioration of human relations. 
How can the necessary changes be achieved with a minimal use of violence? 
What are the most effective methods that can be used to bring about necessary 
changes in the social order In different situations? 

d) The relation between power, justice and love: Is there a tension between 
power and justice on the one hand, and love on the other? Some Christians 
made the attempt to use the revelation of God's love for man as the starting point 
for their reflection on the political and social c>rder which is required today. Can 
this starting point be used? And if yes, how can concrete conclusions be derived? 
The relationship between the three notions is in need of further clarification. 

The concept of power in the Jewish tradition 
Summary of the paper presented by Rabbi Louis Jacobs 

The concept of power implies a capacity to achieve ends by exerting co_ntrol 
over something or someone. The man of power is able to manipulate things or 
persons so as to make them serve his interests or those of the causes in which 
he believes or for the sheer joy the heady experience of dominion gives him. 
Since power is self-serving, many moralists have tended to see it as intrinsically 
evil, liable, as in Lord Acton's famous dictum, to corrupt and in its absolute form 
to corrupt absolutely. It should be said right away that this is not the Jewish 
attitude to power, in so far as we can speak of a Jewish attit.ude having in mind 
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our previ'ous reservations. A perusal of the Jewish sources seems to demon
strate that they see power either as morally neutral or occasionally even as good, 
certainly not as an evil, provided that power is exercised to control nature, not to 
coerce other human beings, and provided that no attempt is made by man to 
imagine that he can achieve without divine aid the power to which he is entitled. 

"Dominion" or "power" is not given to man unconditionally. He Is obllged 
to acknowledge his Indebtedness to God for the capacity with which he has been 
endowed of exercising control over God's world. His position in fife Is that of 
steward not of owner. In later Judaism, the sabbath, on which "work" is for
bidden, was interpreted as a weekly reminder to man that God alone has absolute 
control of His universe, man enjoying his privileges as of permission not as of 
right. We read In the Babylonian Talmud (Sabbath 119b): "Rabbi Hamnuna said: 
'He who prays on the eve of the sabbath and recites and the heaven and the earth 
were finished (Genesis 2 : 1) Scripture treats of him as though he had become 
a partner with the Holy One, blessed be He, in the work of creation'." In another 
passage (Sanhedrin 10a) it is said that when a judge gives a true and fair decision 
Scrip~ure treats It as if he had become a partner with the Holy One, blessed be 
He, in the work of creation. This idea of man's co-partnership with God was 
extended by the Kabbalists so as to make the flow of divine grace through all 
creation dependent on the prior efforts of man. Every deed of man has cosmic 
significance. " The Impulse from below awakens the Impulse from above." 
God has given man the power to empower God himself as It were. 

Yet, according to the classical sources of Judaism, for all the power man has, 
he Is obliged to acknowledge that without God he Is nothing. 

The use of power to manipulate nature so as to serve human needs Is, then, 
perfectly legitimate and is seen as one of God's gifts to man. If such is needed, 
this is the Biblical warrant, the religious justification, for the advancement of 
science and technology and the development of human culture. "The heavens 
are the heavens of the Lord; But the earth hath He given to the children of men" 
(Psalms 115: 16). On the other hand, the use of power by humans to bend other 
humans to their will is the oppression that Is so ruthlessly condemned In all the 
classical sources of Judaism. The problem Is posed in Its most extreme form 
when a man can only preserve his own fife by using his power to deprive another 
man of his life. This question Is discussed in the Talmud and the conclusions 
codified as authoritative In the standard Codes of Jewish law. Here the principle 
of self-defence is accepted. "If someone comes to kill thee get in first and kill 
him" is the rule as stated in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 72a). The victim of a potential 
murderer Is not obliged to remain passive and allow himself to be killed. He 
must take up arms in his own defence to slay the aggressor (if there is no other 
way of escape) who, as the initiator, forfeits his claim to life. But otherwise than 
In self-defence a man is not allowed to purchas·e his life by depriving another 
man of his. 

That the use of power by an individual or group to exploit other individuals or 
groups is an intolerable evil is implied throughout the Hebrew Bible. The biblical 
villains such as Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezar and Haman are chiefly condemned 
because of their tyrannical abuse of power to enslave and destroy. It Is true that 
In these Instances the victims of aggression are Israelites, yet it would be a com
plete distortion of the biblical record to read the biblical authors as disapproving 
of aggression only when it was directed against their own people by its enemies. 
The prophets condemn with equal vehemence the powerful among their own 
folk who take advantage of the weak, the poor and the stranger and they are 
sufficlently Interested In the moral quality of the life of the other nations around 
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them to castigate these nations for the crimes and atrocities they perpetrate 
against one another. Such Is the constant burden of the prophet and Is referred 
to repeatedly by the law-giver. 

One of the conclusions which seems Inescapable is that, according to the 
Jewish sources, power exercised for the realization of legitimate ends, one of 
which is the enrichment of human life, is a God-given right. There Is nowhere 
any suggestion that power is evil in itself. It Is not unknown in the history of 
religion for power to be relegated to the sphere of the demonic. The danger of 
such an approach is that it'leads men to argue; since power is in any event evil 
but requires to be embraced for the sake of survival, logic dictates that It be given 
its place come what may. It Is hard to appeal to ethical standards In an area 
acknowledged to be intrinsically unethical. Once, however, the legitimacy of 
power is acknowledged, ethics can step in to make the distinction between its 
lawful and unlawful exercise. It can then be declared that ·1power is unlawful 
when it ls exercised at the expense of the rights and ambitions, the property and 
life, of others. 

On the practical level, it hardly needs saying, the real problem Is to define when 
power is being used to frustrate aggression and when it is being used as a means 
of aggression. So far as Individuals are concerned, the man of integrity can 
generally recognize whether or not he is the initiator of the aggression and so 
whether the use of power against it is justified and even when he is in doubt he 
may prefer to err in favour of others. In relations between groups or nations or 
federations the problem becomes far more complicated, both because the demar
cation line between Illegal aggression and legitimate self-defence Is far more 
finely drawn and because in relations between groups excessive altruism is at 
the expense of the individual members of the group. A saintly Individual can 
well be praised for a voluntary surrender of his power, for enriching another at 
the expense of himself. In the language of the Rabbinic book Ethics of the Fathers 
(5: 10), the man who says: "What Is mine is thine and what Is thine is thine" is 
a saint. For the leaders of a group to say to the leaders of another group: "What 
is ours Is yours and what is yours is yours" is far more questionable since those 
leaders would then be engaged in the extremely dubious activity of being saintly 
at the expense of those to whom their greatest loyalty is due. It is perhaps unlikely 
but not entirely impossible that this is the meaning of the much discussed verse 34 
of the 14th chapter of the book of Prove.rbs, the Hebrew of which can be rendered: 
"Righteousness exalteth a nation; But the practice of hesed (i.e. excessive gener
osity) by a people Is sinful." 

A final word needs to be said on the wider question, with which we began 
our inve~tlgatlon, of the use of the classical sources for guidance with regard 
to a moral question such as this. In addition to the factors to which we have al
ready called attention are the composlteness and lack of systematic thought in the 
sources and the difficulty of distinguishing between aggression and self-defence, 
one of which is condemned In the sources, the other advocated; new.conditions, 
not envisaged In the classical literature render some of the problems more acute. 
The problem of the emergent nations and their use of power in order to achieve 
self-determination, for instance, is one that could only have arisen In a world 
made much more sophisticated by the advance of technology, more divided by a 
variety of social and political theories, and made much smaller by the Increase of 
communications. To be sure the principles are there in the sources. How they 
are to be applied is another matter. 

Our investigation has, consequently, remained within ttie realm of pure theory. 
But in a religion like Judaism, which, for all Its stress on activism, knows. of the 
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Idea of Mldrash, of searching the Torah in order to discover the truth, theory Is 
far from unimportant. The practical Jew Is less than practical unless he has a 
sound Jewish philosophy to guide and inspire him. In Ethics of the Fathers (1 : 17) 
Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel sounds a cautionary note: "All my days I have 
grown up among the wise and yet I have found nothing of better service than 
silence. Not Mldrash in itself but doing is the main thing. And whoever Is profuse 
of words causes sin." Yes, Mid rash may not be In itself "the main thing" yet It 
Is through Midrasti that the eyes of the blind are opened. In the area we are 
considering, especially, theory counts. It is the theoreticians, for good or Ill, 
who have moved men to action. 

We are the music makers, 
We are the dreamers of dreams, 

Wandering by lone sea-breakers, 
And sitting by desolate streams; -

World-losers and wortd-forsakers, 
On whom the pale moon gleams: 

Yet we are the movers and shakers 
Of the world for ever, it seems. 

The concept of power in the Christian tradition 
by Prof. Charles West 

Theses in the light of the discussion 

1. Human power Is not neutral 

a) As response to God's calling and part of the promise of the created world it 
is good for human beings to have and seek power. 

b} As expression of human drive to "be as gods", to make self and Its desires 
- individual or collective - absolute, power Is demonic and destructive. 

2. All human power Is thus ambivalent. Collective expressions of It gain a super
human status (principalities and powers In the New Testament) of which we are 
agents and victims. 

3. The theological task Is to discern and bear witness to the way In which God 
turns human power despite human sin to his creative purposes. He does not do 
so by: a) subjecting it to an eternal order which essentially negates. power; b) mak
ing human power itself the only expression of his work on earth. 

Both of these absolutize in fact something less than God. 

4. God's power ls expressed In covenant with his people. It Is a function of the 
relation. _ Power therefore only has meaning as the means by which the promise 
of this relation Is realized, In justice, love and peace (shalom). 

5. This means that creation-nature Is to be respected not as an unchanging 
structure set by eternal law but as a sphere wherein human beings are to discern 
the divine work and bring forth Its fruits themselves. It is a medium through 
which divine judgment happens when we misuse this stewardship. 

6. The deepest character of divine power Is realize<V in the love whereby He 
emptied himself and took the form of a servant in Jesus Christ, suffered at the 
hands of human power and rose again from the dead to reign over the powers of 
this world. In this Christians discover a power which can save them from their 
own self-centred misuse of power, and give them hope of new llf&. This redemp
tion operates In the world, not just In individuals. 
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7. We are called therefore to be stewards of the oi/t.onomia of Christ In this world 
-the whole plan of God. This is a call to exercise and take responsibility for 
the power given us, as witnesses to and not as substitutes for the power of God. 
This will involve: 

a) bringing restraining or transforming (revolutionary) power against the demonic 
and selfish powers of this world, but always as witness to a new covenarnt 
with those against whom we struggle or whom we restrain; 

b) enabling, liberating others to a free relationship with us in which power will 
be shared and human possibilities opened up in community. 

8. We are called to practice metanoia - change of mind and heart - from our 
constant tendency to look at and judge from our own anxieties and fears and to 
use power for our own purposes. To discern God's power is always to be changed 
In our relations with others by the challenge of hearing them and thus discovering 
new possfbilities which we can trust and realize. 

9. This means that coercive, political power has a limited function. It may create 
a rough balance of power, a rough justice, but it cannot create community. It is 
always in tension with the power of the servant, the power of love and of the finer 
aspects of justice. 

a) This may legitimate, but limits, the role of violence in maintaining or changing 
social order. 

b) This calls for a distribution of power in society so that al(( may make their 
influence felt and none may override the humanity of others. 

c) It calls for a careful legitimation and limitation of political and economic power 
and a constant review of the terms of this legitimation in the interests of a 
proper governing, serving and liberating function. 

Power and powerlessness: a Jewish perspective 
Summary of the paper presented by Prof. Shlomo Avineri 

1. One of the symbolic acts following the destruction of the Temple In Jeru
salem was the decree of Emperor Vespasian which stipulated that the voluntary 
contribution formerly paid by Jews all over the world for the maintenance of the 
Temple, half a she/t.e/ annually per person, would henceforward have to be paid by 
all Jews as a tax into the Imperial fiscus. The focus of Jewish self-government 
was thus being destroyed not only physically but normatlvely as well, and its 
very symbol was made into a mark of Jewish subjugation to the Roman yoke. 
The period of Jewish powerlessness was inaugurated. 

2. It would, however, be a mistake to imagine that the period of lack of political 
power -the Exile - also meant a period of social atomization and lack of internal 
mechanisms of integration for the Jews. It was not the Individual Jewish person 
who had to confront the generally hostile world and contend with it, but the Jewish 
community, which integrated the powerless individual Jew into a cohesive and 
meaningful unity. It was this unity which through its voluntary institutions gave 
content and value to Jewish identity. A person who preferred to remain Jewish 
under Christian or Muslim persecution had a community to fall back upon: to be 
Jewish meant to be a member in a Jewish kehila, a Jewish community, a congre
gation. 

3. It is to the medieval, pre-emancipation Jewish community, the /t.ehila, that 
we have to look for an explanation for Jewish survival under conditions of political 
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powerlessness. It Is in It that we may also try to find a model for a sort of volun
tary, socially-oriented structure of power which might serve us in our contempor
ary quest for a possible answer to the dilemma of power and its abuses In our 
own societies. 

4. The Internal authority of Jewish communal institutions rested solely on free, 
consensual acceptance, since every individual Jew could, if he so wished, opt 
out of the reach of this communal authority by embracing the majority religion. 

Jews were not only a minority, but a voluntary minority: in pre-modern times, 
nobody was forced to be a Jew; it was the contrary. 

5. The legitimacy of communal institutions rested ultimately not on necessity 
("we have to stick together") or even rational self-Interest ("united we stand, 
divided we fall") but on the channelling of communal resources towards the 
preservation of those values and the Institutions necessary for their survival 
which enhanced the further existence and development of the social cohesion 
clustered around the elements of self-consciousness which the Individual Jewish 
person wished to preserve. In other words, those institutions were developed 
which were thought to be Instrumental in the preservation of Jewish values. 
Service to others -to the members of the community- rather than power over 
them was thus the rationale of these institutions. Since the l<ehifa did not and 
could not wage war, more of the voluntary taxation was used for welfare than in 
any other comparable institution. 

Within the feudal and absolutist European societies, Jewish l<ehilot were nuclei 
not only of autonomous, self-governing republics, but also forerunners of modem 
conceptions of welfare. It was for this reason that Moses Hess, one of the foun
ders of modern socialist Zionism and a close friend of Karl Marx, said that Jewish 
religion has been historically "social democratic". What he meant was not a 
reference to the dogma, but to the social and historical praxis of Judaism. 

6. It ts obvious that it was the specific conditions within which Jews lived in 
Christian and Muslim societies that determined the historical characteristics of 
the structure of Jewish institutions and therefore these institutions cannot be 
easily duplicated; nor are they universally applicable. Yet it might be worthwhile 
to reflect that these institutions determined to a large extent the mode of Jewish 
political revival expressed in Israel and their traces can be found i1n present-day 
Israeli institutions. This may suggest that their scope Is possibly wider than the 
rather narrow and specific conditions of Jewish l<ehila life. 

Because of the voluntaristic, socially-oriented and consensual nature of Jewish 
historical communal institutions, the Jewish renaissance in the Land of Israel 
was also heavily tilted towards the social, not the political. Every Jewish new 
village or new town had an Internally democratic constitution; each kibbutz was 
a polis, self-governing, legislating for itself, through Its General Assembly, its 
social and communistic goals; land and industry were cooperatively and collec
tively owned, with the trade unions becoming the major owners of the command
ing heights of the economy. A Jewish self-governing society in the Land of Israel 
emerged decades before the formal establishment of the state; the pluralistic, 
voluntaristic and socialistically-oriented nature of contemporary Israeli society 
owes its origins and dynamism to this tradition going back to the Jewish voluntary 
l<ehila of the Diaspora. 

7. The just struggle for liberation unfortunately has been often too narrowly 
conceived, as if it dealt merely with the transfer of power, while power itself 
remained a constant factor. Such a purely political conception of liberation, 
historically understandable as it may be, can become self-defeating and may 
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result In the mere substitution of one class of masters by another: that this sub
stitution may mean a change in the racial background of the masters may perhaps 
enhance the legitimacy of the new rulers; nevertheless it does not and cannot 
solve the dilemma of power, since society has not yet created new structures 
that should themselves be free from the dichotomy between masters and slaves. 

8. The transformation of power from an exploitative to a cooperative and en
riching relationship has thus to emerge in the wake of the merely political form of 
liberation. New social relationships have to be evolved and encouraged, cutting 
across the traditional concepts of national sovereignty as well as through the 
vertical structures of political power within states. Participatory democracy, a 
truly consensual form of government, a leadership geared to service and not 
towards domination have to become the postulate for countries liberated from 
foreign domination. One of the difficulties of the present era is that very little of 
this transformation is actually taking place. 

Thell'e are few examples to the contrary: the voluntaristic and truly participatory 
nature of T ANU in Tanzania or many aspects of the voluntary land-reform move
ment in India, stand out as noble exceptions. They do at least show that an 
alternative approach to power Is feasible and may become viable. 

In our deliberations, one should beware of letting a justifiable feeling of guilt 
on the part of the Western Christian world towards the Third World transform 
itself into an acceptance of every enormity and outburst of new injustice just 
because they happen to be perpetrated by people who are non-white. We strive 
towards a common humanity, and a mere reversal of the distribution of power 
still leaves power where it always was: at the centre of human affairs, demanding 
its sacrifices from the universality of mankind. The task is to attempt a redefi
nition of social authority in terms devoid of power, welding social organizations 
for service and not domination. The Jewish kehila has shown that such a system 
is possible. 

Application of the Christian concept of power 
to the social order in the light of our shared quest 
for world community 
Summary of the paper presented by Prof. S. l. Parmar 

I 

The quest for world community expresses a longing for a new social order. 
The obvious implication is that we are dissatisfied, perhaps even disillusioned, 
with the existing order. As such, those engaged in this quest have a twofold 
task. Firstly, to identify the nature of the malaise in the prevailing situation and 
secondly, to be willing to struggle to change what is, in order to Jay the foun
dation of what should be. 

Due to my special inclinations this paper focuses only on some economic 
aspects of a social order reflective of world community. ·An attempt is made to 
suggest certain essential elements of a truly communitarian economy. These 
stand in striking contrast to the major determinants of the socio-economic sys
tems that hold sway. 

II 

One assumes that the "shared quest for world community" Is not limited to the 
two partners in our dialogue: Jews and Christians. "Ecumenical" refers to the 
whole Inhabited earth. Therefore, all nations and peoples, all religions and 
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Ideologies, should be within the purview of the "community" we visualize. Short 
of such comprehensiveness, a narrow Jewish-Christian prescription for com
munity would reflect separatism, arrogance and dubious neo-triumphallsm. 

The term "community" refers to some social organization. To establish and 
manage any social organization, some degree of power is essential. One of the 
most significant developments of our times is the quest for world community: 
a social organization that will move beyond the narrow frame of reference of 
tribe, ethnic or linguistic group, nation and region, to encompass the whole 
human family. 

A new social order with such idealistic dimensions must be more than just a 
new kind of organizational entity. For instance, a few powerful nations could 
band together to force the rest of the world Into a single frame more amenable 
to their manipulations and lust for domination. That, however, would be a 
negation of community, though it would be an efficient world organization. More 
important than the organizational aspect is the underlying ethos. Our view of 
world community predicates that justice, equality and mutually supportive inter
dependence would provide the underpinnings of the social order. This requires 
a new spirit; the spirit of goodwill towards all men. What is the nature of power 
for the attainment of suclh a society? 

Ill 

The Christian basis of power is LOVE. Love-generated power overcomes 
divisiveness and mutual distrust. But there is often an aura of sentimentalism 
around the ethics of love. "A new heaven and a new earth" such as the concept 
of world community implies, are not established by pious exhortations to human 
goodness and wisdom. Structures of Injustice are immune to sentimental invo
cations. If power is to express love, it must promote justice. That means that 
the first step in building up such power Is to oppose injustice. "Love your neigh
bour as yourself" and "Let justice flow down like waters" are integral parts of 
the power that Is needed. 

As a theologically inept layman I have often wondered why an apparently harm
less person like Jesus was crucified. He did not openly threaten the power struc
ture. There must have been more dangerous opponents of the system, like 
Barabbas. But while the latter was viewed as a minor Irritant, Jesus appeared 

- to be a major threat - because his ethics of love represented a 1potential force 
that would shake and overthrow "principalities and powers". Those of us who 
suggest love as the basis of power are automatically committing ourselves to 
oppose structures of injustice. This Is an unnerving thought and makes one 
conscious of one's Inadequacy. From the very outset, therefore, the advocates 
of a Christian basis of power must realize their own Inadequacy and yet proceed 
in the faith that the spirit of God will use us despite our limitations. 

IV 

From a Christian perspective we could identify three characteristics of power 
for building world community. 

Flrsl, such power must have moral moorings, that is, a transcendental element. 

Second, it must be built upon sharing and solidarity with others. 

Third, the quality of sharing would be such that It builds rather than stunts the 
potential of those who are helped. 

Moral moorings: The power we need for community is not an outcome of human 
ability alone. It can even use human disabllity for creative purposes. God Is the 
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source of such power, hence It has a transcendental dimension. Without this 
divine attribute power will inevitably corrupt and divide people. Our present 
social ethos has a tendency to love things and use men. 

Implications of sharing: If power is ~o promote justice it must be "others
oriented" rather than "self-oriented". Who are these "others"? According to 
the teachings of Jesus, they include "the least of these my brethren". Primacy 
has, therefore, to be given to the so-called weaker sections of the human family, 
both within and between nations. 

The quality of sharing: The application of power to promote social justice would 
enable the weak to acquire strength through a flowering of their potential. In 
economic terminology, social justice increases both productive capadty and 
savings capacity and empowers the beneficiaries to become effective participants 
in the process of development. The poor are not to be permanent charges on 
society, to be "looked after" by others. Power to the powerless would give them 
the economic and political ability to do something for all. 

Promotion of social. justice enhances the possibilities of self-reliance. Alms
giving and sporadic acts of charity have existed since time immemorial. But they 
have failed to eradicate poverty and injustice. 

v 
The "one-world" approach which has been a polestar of social progressive 

thought since the mid-forties, represents a projection of the welfare-state idea 
to the whole world. It implies that resources of the world should be used for the 
wellbeing of all mankind; that, therefore, the strong should bear greater burdens 
to support the weak, by a transfer of resources to the latter; and that, as a conse
quence, all will gain since the erstwhile weak will be enabled to contribute more 
effectively to the social product and there will also be a defusing of conflict 
conditions. 

However, it would be hasty to conclude that a modern welfare state provides 
the right model for world community. The welfare state is, without doubt, a great 
improvement on the iniquitous competitive system that prevailed earlier. It con
tains a number of positive elements which subscribe to a com mu nltarlan approach. 
~ut certain potent threats to community continue to survive within the welfare 
state. Production for private profit, stimulus to irrational consumerism, glaring 
social and economic inequalities, exploitation by dominant groups, pursuit of 
militarism to enhance national prestige and bargaining power, and so on, still 
prevail. We cannot build world community on such shaky foundations. 

VI 

Towards a communitarian economic order: It has been suggested that sharing 
in a spirit of solidarity is a cardinal element of a communitarian economic order. 
That would require a responsible use of society's resources In the corporate 
interest. Such a viewpoint corresponds to Christian norms of stewardship. 
Unfortunately, stewardship has sometimes been misconstrued as a directive 
from God to dominate and exploit nature and other human beings for the benefit 
of those who are able to do so. Hence in the name of stewardship and dominion 
over God's creation, believers have justified selfish action by so-called Christian 
people to subjugate others on the ground that the latter had failed to make good 
use of the God-given resources. Such apologetics for imperialism and inhuman 
treatment of people under colonialism have tarnished Christian social thought In 
the past. The ethics of love, with its emphasis on justice, helps us to rediscover 
the deeper significance of stewardship. 
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The great Indian leader, Mahatma Gandhi, developed a concept of trusteeship, 
which seems to be more in line with the concern for justice. According to him: 
"Everything belonged to God and was from God. Therefore, it was for His people 
as a whole, not for a particular individual. When an individual had more than his 
proportional portion he became a trustee of that portion for God's people." 

Trusteeship represents a new property relation. Gandhiji did not think of prop
erty in its traditional form. To him property was not personal possession to be 
utilized for the satisfaction of the owner's unbridled wants. It was something 
which the owner was to keep in trust for the needs of society. The emphasis was 
not on ownership but on stewardship. This is an approach that subverts the 
very basis of private property and profit. Emphasis is placed on the communitarian 
nature of Individual wealth. One could enlarge the Idea to signify that the wealth 
of each nation should be used for the wellbeing of the global human community. 
The basic criterion for apportioning resources becomes distributive justice on a 
world scale. 

Briefly, this would imply the following: 

One: a change from private ownership to corporate ownership. 

Two: production for private profit must give way to socially useful production. 
The former often represents greed; the latter, need . 

Three: in the light of the suggestions about private ownership and profit it is 
necessary to evolve a new concept of incentives. The traditional view is that 
relatively scarce factors of production, like capital and enterprise, should be 
given special incentives to draw them into the production process. This tends 
to favour more privileged sections of society. A communitarian approach requires 
that higher priority be given to the needs and aspirations of the less privileged. 
These days there is considerable emphasis placed upon people's participation 
in development. 

Four: our focus should shift from quantitative to qualitative growth. All increases 
in production add to quantity, but not necessarily to the Ingredients for building 
community. For instance, production of luxuries widens social and economic 
disparities, while that of essentials strengthens a levelling process. The former 
weakens community, the latter promotes it. The same kind of conclusion would 
obtain if one considers the production of armaments vis-i-vis goods and services 
that ameliorate deprivation. 

Five: it is essential to Introduce a desirable minimum and permissible maximum 
into an economic system. There would be wide agreement on having a desirable 
minimum for all. But this would be incomplete unless it is linked up with a per
missible maximum. Firstly, because the global shortage of resources means 
that to provide the minimum it would be necessary to withdraw resources that 
are used to sustain an ever-rising maximum. Secondly, because reduction of 
inequality Is a prerequisite of world community. Therefore, together with a floor 
we must have a ceiling as well. Thirdly, because continuance of growing affluence 
for a few alongside sub-marginal existence for the many is not possible without 
exploitation. 

Six: it is generally suggested that the rich should be trustees for the poor. The 
Christian view of stewardship is more comprehensive. It implies responsibility 
for sharing in the corporate Interest even on those who have very little. Such 
sharing becomes the basis for self-reliance. Instead of expecting help from 
others, those who are weak should begin by helping themselves, despite the 
paucity of the resources at their command. 
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VII 

All this might sound unrealistic, even utopian. In terms of the values and struc
tures that determine power and relations between nations and peoples today, it 
is indeed so. But since we have the courage to talk about world community at a 
time when fragmentation, aggressive groupings and a variety oft.enslons between 
nations is the normal pattern, we are not thinking of what is feasible but of what 
is desirable. Without a vision the people perish. The vision 1of a world com
munity is indeed a noble one which Is vital for the salvation of mankind. 

How do we act in order to move towards world community? There are two 
broad suggestions that could be considered: 

First, we have to begin by opposing structures of injustice. 

Second, the mode of struggle requires careful exploration. So far both the 
forces of oppression and liberation rely mainly on violence. This is understandable 
as it is part of the human legacy. But violence destroys many important com
ponents of "community". If we are to learn from history it would appear that 
we need to discover non-violent forms of struggle as the rational mode of the 
future. Violence does lead to important social change, to eradication of injustice. 
But It has failed to eliminate the poison of hatred from society. On the contrary 
It tends to Intensify it. In the Interest of world community we need a new weapon 
which will draw out the poison from society and help in the process of beating 
swords Into ploughshares. 

Power is seldom relinquished without the use of a counterpower. Therefore, 
our quest for world community leaves no choice but to generate such a counter
power. The question is: "What kind of counterpower is in harmony with the 
Christian ethics of love?" 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
432 PARK A VENUE SOUTH 
NEW YORK, NEW YORI\ 10016 

MINUTES 
SCA Board of Directors Meeting 

February 5, 1975 

Chairman: Rabbi Irwin M. Blank, President 

CCAR: Riibbi Irwin M, Blank, Rabbi Martin 
Freedman, Robbi J~seph Glaser, Robbi 
Harold D. Hahn, Rabbi Robert Marx, 
Robbi Joel Zion 

RA: Robbi Ezra Finkelstein, Rabbi Saul 
Teplitz, Robbi Malcolm Thomson 

RCA: Rabbi MOrTls Gorelik, Rabbi Emanuel 
Hol:ier, Robbi Israel Klavon, Rabbi 
Paul Levovftz, Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, 
Rabbi Walter Wurzburger 

UAHC: Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Dr. Willtcm 
Grotsser, Earl Morse 

US: Manis Laub, Arthur Levine, Sd'luel 
Rothstein, Dr. Ruth WQ)(rrlan, David 
:Zucker 

Guests: Professor Louis Henkin, Mn. Harold 
Kansler, Rabbi AH an Langner, Or. 
Samuel l.ewb 

Staff: Rabbi Henry S:egm!!n, Gwenn Rosenfeld, 
Ira Silverman, Jonathan Wolf 

Rabbt lrwln M. Blonk welcomed Robbi Allon Langner and Dr. Samuel Lewin, repre
Mttfng the Notional ReUgtous Affaln Committee of the Canadian Jewish Congress, 
Clftd Mrs, Harold Kamsler, Women's League of Conservative Judaism. 

Rd9bt Blank eJCpreSSed his warm appreciation to Rabbi Irving L~hnnan and Moses 
Hcnsteln for their efforts tn organizing a dinner in honor of Senator Richard B. 
Stone Jn Mfomi 8each on January 19. 

SYNAGOGUE-FEDERATION RelA TIONS 

Robbi Blank tnvfted Robbi Fabian Sc:'1onfeld, PreJident of the Rab!:i!nical Council 
of Amorleo, to comment on the consultation of the SCA Committee on Synogogue
Federatton Ralottons and the CJFWF Task Force on Synagogue-Federatlon Re!ottons, 
held In Chicago on JanuCl'Y 28, which Rabbi Schonfeld attended . He said that 
our participants QOUld have been more carefully br1efed, and that there prob-
ably should have been a larger representation from communWos outside New 
Vork. He WC$ impressed with some of the things that the federations are doing 
In the oreo of leadenhip training and urged that we invclvs on our sida people 
with ~tse tn this area. 

Rabbi Henry Siegman augmented Rabbi Schonfeld's report and stre~ that the 
specific purpose of th'e consultation was a discussion of synago:;iue and federation 
leadenhlp development~- It wos agreed that .the two con'.mittees would 
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issue a joint statement urging cooperation between synagogues and federations 
in developing leadership training programs in local communities, and that SCA 
and CJFWF would seek jointly to encourage cmtxlel programs in three or four 
local communities. It was pointed out during the course of the discussion 
that a major problem with some federation-sponsored programs is that they offer 
"peak experiences" which are not followed up afterwards, and often tend by 
design to bypass the ~·~~::1blished religious institutions in the locol community. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner noted dot the CFJWF representatives at the Chicago 
meeting - although very young - were impressive in the sense of eommlhnent 
to Judaism that they projected. 

Arthur Levine, President of the United Synagogue, informed the Plenum that 
his organization adopted o formol policy uatement which sees federations 
as a direct threat to the synagogues, speclficolly in their encouragement 
of "community schools," which undermines denominational religlous education. 
As important as leadership development may be, he felt that the Council 
should give its attention to the problem of Jewish education. Rabbi Fablan 
Schonfeld agreed with Mr. Levine. 

Rabbi Paul l evovitz said that there were other serious problems as well, ln
eludlng the role of Jewish community centers. 

Rabbi Blank stated that the matter roised by Mr. Levine would be referred 
to the SC6. Committee on Synagogue-Federation Relations, and that its 
members would be a~ed to work out a Synagogue Council position on the 
subject before raising the matter with CJFWF. 

II SOCIA l POLICY 

Rabbi Robert Marx reported on an important consultation to be held by the 
Committee on Socia l Policy and a m:mber of Black leaders on February 6. 
This is a follow-up of efforts by the Committee to reestablish a Black-Jewish 
coalition, whir.:h included a consultation in Ch:cago on November 11-12 
with representatives of Reverend Jesse Jackson's organization, Operation 
PUSH. 

Rabbi Marx submitted to the Plenum a resolution on internal surveillance, 
adopted by his committee, and moved the adoption. Followtng severol 
minor changes In the text, the resolution was adopted unanimously. (The 
text is attached.) 

Ill INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Rabbi Saul Teplitz. submitted a resolution on the Soviet Union's abrogation of 
the 1972 trade agreement with the U. S. and moved the adoption. Following 
several minor changes in the text, the resolution was adopted unanimously. 
(The text is attached.} 

Rab:bi Saul Tepl!tz proposed a second resolution on the trial and imprisonment 
by Soviet authorlties of a Baptist minister. The resolution was adopted unan
imously. (The text is a~tached .) 

Rabbi Teplitz. reported that his committee ·discussed the organization of a special 
national religious consultation on changing American attitudes toward Israel. 
He reported that the Presidents Conference had been asked by ·our President to 
sponsor a meei'ing, but they declined to do so at this time. 

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld expressed surprise that the suggestion hod even been 
made to the Presidents Conference. He felt that the sponsorship of such a 



3. 

meeting was particularly appropriate to the SCA, since it should deal with the 
moral and religious aspects of the issue. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner stated that the UAHC was not prepared to endorse the 
proposal at this time, since It might generate more fear than understondint• 

Rabbl Joseph Glaser reported that the Israel Commission of the UAHC and 
CCAR had called for the convening of a National Assembly wlitch would 
seek the greatest degree af consultation, planning, and action in support 
of Israel. Ho ~"i:l·ed that SCA undertake sponsorship of the project. 

Rabbi Blank suggested that in view of the disagreements, the committee re
consider the project and seek to define its purposes mare sharply. 

IV INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

Rabbi Henry Siegman reported briefly on the recent meetings of IJCIC with 
representatives of the Vatican in Rome and the World Council of Churches In 
London. With the establishment of a new Commission on Relations with the 
Jews and with the issuance of Guidelines for the implementation of the Con
ciltar Declaration (Vatican II), the Vatican has for the fif$t time created 
instT\lmemaltties which enable it to begin dealing 5eriously with the question 
of ih relations with Judaism. This is on important development in itself, 
quite apart from whatever deficiencies exist in the Vaticon Guidelines. 

Rabbi Stegman reportecl on a serious internal institutional problem that was 
created when Rabb! Marc Tanenbaum releasecll his own reply to the Vatican 
Guidelines in violation of the ground rules of IJCIC and without infonning 
the othe:- members of IJCIC, with whom he worked on an official IJCIC 
rtHpOnse. His stotcment was also issued prior to the embargo placed on the 
Catholic Guidelines !>y the Vatican, and the Director of the Vatican Com
mission on Relations with Judaism formally expressed his distress that our 
committee violated this confidence-:--

When IJCIC met in Rome, four of the five components (World Jewish Congress; 
Israel Council for lnterreligious Relations; B'noi B'rith-Anti De·farnation League; 
and Synagogue Council of America) Introduced a formal resolution expelling 
AJC from IJCIC. Because of Rabbi Joseph Lookstein's efforts, representa• 
tives of the four agencies agreed to withdraw their resolution and to acC41pt 
an offer from Rabbi Tanenbaum that he would attend the meeting not as a 
principal but as an observer without floor privileges. It was agreed that the 
matter of AJC's participation would be examined after the Rome meeting. 
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The sessions in Rome with the Catholtc Liaison Committee were the most poorly 
prepared of any meetings held with them since 1970. In Jpite of this, they 
tumed out to be the mo$t significant of the meetings to date, primarily because 
the new Guidelines and the newly-creoted Commission on Relations with the 
Jews were the focu$ of our discussions. 

We s•poke frankly about what we consider to be the Guidelines' shortcomings. 
Rabbi Joseph Lookstein spoke at considerable length and movingly about the 
religious and emotional attachment t'l'lat Jews have to the land of lwael • Pro
fessor Louis Henkin presented a paper on human rights and their origins In Jewish 
religious thought. Professor Henkin"J.poper and his accompanying remarks greatly 
impressed the Catholic Committee and representatives of the Pontifical Com
mission on Peace and Justice who participated In this $8SSion. 

A political statement on the Middle East was mode by Rabbi Henry Siegman. 
Professor Henkin SC1id that the two most Important statements at the Rome and 
London meetings were the political statements by Rabbi Siegrnan. 

Rabbi Stegman stressed that whatever the shortcomings of the Guidelines, their 
real significance I tes in the fact that they serve as a charter for the new Com
mission on Relations with the Jews, enabltng It to take important initiatives 
with other Vatican commissions (i.e., Catholic education, training for the 
clergy, etc.) and national Episcopal conferences throu~t the world. It 
is not so much the Guidelines but what the new Commission will do in the months 
and years ahead with the new authority it has been given that will determine 
the character of Catholic-Jewish relations. 

An indication of the seriousness attached to this new development by the Cotholic 
Church is the fact that L'Osservatore Romano, the semi-official Vatican pub
lication, reported the Jewish meeting with the Pope in boldfoc-e front page 
headlines, and reprinted on the front page the complete text of the Jewish 
statement and the Pope's statement. 

The mee~ ing with the World Council of Churches took place the following week 
in London. An unusual feature of this meeting was the official participation -
for the first time - of three Arab representatives. The problem with the WCC, 
Rabbi Siegman said, is that they seem to be in hot pursuit of the third world. 
It is often easier to reach an understanding with third-worlders than with their 
western apologists within the World Council of Churches. Because of tte Arab 
participation, muc:h of the meeting focused on the Arab-Israel issue, and the 
meeting ended with the issuance of a joint statement, signed by the Arabs, 
colling for mutual acceptance by both Israelis and Palestinians of the legit
imacy of their respective drives for self-detennination and political sovereignty. 

Professor Henkin, commenting on the Rome meeting, cb served that there is 
a certain asymmetry in that situation. The Catholic representation is high
ly centralized and its authority is clear, which is nat the case with the 
Jewish representation. And the agendas of the two sides do not coincide. 
The Jews seem constantly to be asking something of the Catholics, while 
Catholics are nat making parallel demands on the Jews. The Catholics want 
to talk theology while Jews insist on talking politics. He thought it is 
important the the Jewish representation more clearly project religious in
terests and a religious presence. The Jewish representation is comprised 
overwhelmingly of civil servants rather than of religious authorities. 

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger said that he could not accept the judgment that it 
is difficult for Catholics to understand the Jewi:sh attachment to land. Last 
year's meeting with Vatican representatives in Antwerp was devoted c:cmplete
ly to the subject, and at that time the Catholics said that if Israel is not 
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recognized by the Vatican the problem is a politico! one. 

Rabbi Allon Langner stressed the importance of our relationship with the WCC 
as a channel of communication with the third world. Dr. Scmuel Lewin stated 
that It is not sufficient or even necessary to respond ta the Guidelines issued 
by the Catholic Church. Instead, the Synagogue Council of America should 
issue a positive statement, outlining ib own perception of the purpose$ and 
goals of its relationship with the Catholic Church. 

Rabbi Blank reacted positively ta Or. lewin's suggestion. and 5ald it would 
be referred to our Committee for lnterreligious Affairs. 
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. · Memor.an.dum 

To : Marc 'I"anenhaum 
· F;-om: Zachariah Shuster 

.. . 
Th.e Vati.can secretariat · for non-Christians issued a 
message ·tc{. the M0slems . on_ the occasion of . the _end of· 
.~he Ramadan." A ·full tran·sl.ation o·f ·this .message .is . 
~hc·losed herewith. 

What is : n~tewor~y about this message is: 

-1) - That to my knowl.e .dge thj,.s_ . . is· the first time the 
Vatican_. ad4resses _such · a lenghy message. to" _another 
religiOU!:!. -·groµp On the occasion of . a cent.ral· feast 

-ot: tpat re~igious group~ 

. · 2) ';['he as~ociation" made in" t~is It).essag~ between th~ · 
· Holy Year proc;J.~.:f.med by the Vatican and the fioly montn 
of the ·Ramadan. cel~b·ra:ted by the Mo~lems. 

~) · The.- last" passage:. of this message_ ' ·contain.s the Qnly -· :· . 
pra-ctical note by -'expres~ing the"Wish · for a "ju:S:t solution .. 
of; the ·'settlement of the great problem of "Palestin·e II with~ . . 

. out -'re·:fere~ce to any o~her .aspect _ of the Middle East si tua-t~cm 
o.~~ :to the. existence ct Israel. -

At '.our meeting. in.Geneva with repi::e.sentat.Lves of the Vatican 
Commis.sion · o-n-_.relatio~s wi ~h Jews I shall .try to 9-Scertain 
the actu~l signj_.f°icaz:ice ·of ·this mes~age • 

cc·: . M· . fine • -
B ~ Gold 
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Vatican message to Moslem cormnunities 

On the occasion of the Feast of Fitr (or Aid-el-Seghir) 
which. marks· the end of the fast of Ramadan -- this year 
it was due on OclbQber 6 -- · the Vatican secretariat for 
non-Christians issued a message addressed to the Moslem 
communities. The text. of the message is as follows: 

"¥ou know, without doubt, that this year 1975 has been 
proclaimed by us as a Holy Year and that it was our 
wish that this be a year of spiritual renewal and recon
ciliation. In the course of this Holy Year for Christians, 
the moment which coincides with the blessed month of 
Ramadan acquires a particular significance, since this 
month is consecrated to fasting, to prayer and to charity 
in accordance with God's will. We also have the impression 
that from one end of the wor1~- to the other the peoples of 
this earth, in their overwhelming majority, and in face 
of the rapid progress of civilisation, . proclaim that .if 
man builds a civiliaation without God he is building against 
man, against his brother and that no just civilisation · 
can hold if man is not founding it on the faith in God. 

· Iltl:ii}is this profound faith in ·God which urges us in this 
feast of Fitr to experience reconciliation in its most 
profound sense and to share the fundamental joy which 
is .felt by every person who encounters God., and who in 
this enc0unter discover the grandeur of man and the 
fraternity among man. 

For certain of our contemporaries our profound faith in 
God is only a flight . from the struggle f>f human welfare; 
for others it is opposed to the efiqacious rules of science 
and for still others it is only a means of sustaining social 
injustices by projecting men .in the realities of an invi
sible world. 

We affirm, however, th.at ou~ faith in God brings a contin.ued 
enrichment to every human effort;. it leads to spiritual 
values which surpass all rules of science; it urges man 
to seek God's will which refuses inju.stice in all its aspects. 

We can. say that this sacred period -- whether it is the Holy c:J 
- Year for one or the month of Ramadan for others -- enables 

us to discover these essential veri.£des ·in . their most 
profound sense, with the exigencies that t .his entails. - _We 
can say that our faith in God is an efficacious fa$th, that 
the .best bread that man .can eat is the one which is shared 
with \his brother, .and that civilisation reaches its summit 
only · in the imp.regnable justice of charity; · 

I ... 
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that is what we derive of the best of the Holy feasts, 
which are the coronat~ons of the s~crea.·~timesa:f oar 
religions and the tranquility in seeing peace and con
corde established in our world. 

This is an ideal occasion to unite our effort .and raise 
our prayers to the lord so that he should extend peace 
among.men,· that he alleviate the misery cf the expatriates, 
that he. inspire a just solution for the settlment of the 
big problem of Pal·estine. Thus, in the years to come our 
feast will be more beautiful, our encounter more pro~ound . 
and our joy more intense. 



\ 
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Mark Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 

Abraham Karlikow, European Director 

November .12, 1976. 

New York - N.Y. 10022 

.~~IL I h . h h h . l" . I am sending you erew1t t e report on t e interre 1g1ou~ . 
meetings which were held in Geneva a short while ago. As you 
will see, a number of consultations are planned to be held 
with all three Christian bodies in the course of the coming 
year. Some will be on a scholarl y level, and others will deal 
with current affairs. Any ·reactinns to the various aspects 
of these meetings and also suggestions for the forthcoming con
sultations will be highly appreciated. 

I should like to call your attention to the wish expressed by 
the Vatican representatives to obtain detailed informations 
on the educational efforts made in the US and particularly with 
.regards to the revision of textbooks. If you would make such 
material available to me I would be glad to transmit it· to the 
Office on Catho l ic'Jewish relations at the Vatican. 

Hoping that you have been well and ~ith· warm regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Zachariah Shuster. 
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Institute of Human Relatlona 
165 EAST 56 TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

PARIS OFFICE 
30, rue. La Boitie 
Plria VIII" · 

Memorandum 
To: Bert Gold 
From: Zachariah Shuster 
Subj: Interreligious me~tings in Geneva. 

November 10, 1976. · 

The three Christian-Jewish constitatio!'1.s that were held in Geneva 
on October 19-22, 1976, were of genuine significance~ each one 
in its own. way, but the. common characteristic off all three was 
a desire on both sides and patticularly on the Christian side 
to empark on deeper levels in the dialogue and to come to grips 
with basic concepts · in order to achieve a better understanding of 
each other's Teligious thought and also with regard to the appli
cation of religious thinking to major human problems. 

ItSi•uld be pointed out that the Geneva meetings are annual affairs, 
the chief purpose of which is to exchange information and views 
on current problems and to agree on the agenda for the larger bi
annual consultations. 

An entirely new development was the inauguration of relationships 
with represe~tatives of the Orthodox Center of the Eucumenical 
Patriarcat, which has its headquarters at Chambesy in Geneva, and 
is under the authority of the Church of Constantinople. This 

.encounter was arranged by the wee and it is gratifying to observe 
\hat the Greek Orthodo~ representatives were glad of .the opportu
n~ty to come in direct contact with representatives of Jewish groups. 
It '-hould be emphasized that the Greek Orthodox Church is far behind 
the~rotestant and Catholic Churches in the general Eucumenical 
direc~on and particularly with respect to the attitude towards Jews. 
The pate of ·this new effort will therefore have to be different from 
the othe-r churches. 

\ 
I shall linit this report to the practical aspects of the consulta
tions and leave out the theoretical discussions which were really 
preliminary\~ the cnnsultations _scheduled to take place in 1977. 

I . . . 
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Meeting with the WeC 
The meeting with the wee took pllce at their headquarters and 
lastedra day and a hal.f, Participants from the WCC were: 
Lukas Visscher, S. Samartha, Mrs. E. Flesseman van-Leer, and 
Leopold Nillus. The Jewish representatives were the members 
of IJCIC who usually come to this mee~ings although not all . 
were present at all the meetings. 

The WCC repr~sentatives were deeply concerned in hazing a Christian
Jewish consultation on the "Creation in Relationship to Science 
and Technology." This subject was already suggested by them at 
the meeting in Jerusalem in January 1976, and originated at the 
Fifth WCC Assembly at Nairobi. 

The underlying objective of this proposed consultation is to 
define the involvement of the Jewish and Christian tradition~ 
in relation to these topi:s. The main questions posed are: 

Does our understanding of creation help us or hinder us 
in the relationship to nature? 

Are Christians and Jews responsible for irresponsible exploi
tations of natural resources? 

ihe desire was expressed that during the consultation the · following 
steps will have ·to be taken: 

11-- Re-evaluation of the biblical interpretation of cre*tion 
and nature, including natural resources. 

2)-- What has happened in Jewish and Christian tradition with this 
issue? 

The proposal was made to indte a planning group of three Christian 
and three Jewish scholars to look at the problem and dreft a plan 
for further study. This group should include a biblical scholar. 
an historian of tradition and a scientist open for religious questio.ns. 
After this initial study a larger consultation ·will then be necessary 
wither in 1977 or 1978. 

The following candidates for the scholarly group were then presented 
from each side. For the Jews, Professor David Weiss of the Hadassah 
Hebrew University Medical School, Rabbi J. Magonet of the Leo Baeck 
School in London, Old Testament scholar and physician, and Dr. Manfred 
Fggel of the Northwestern University, expert on comparative religion. 
The WCC on their side pToposed the following: Professor Christian Ling 1 

Professor Hannes Steck and Professor Bunting. This group will meet 
at the end of February 1977 in Zur.ich. 

I . . . 
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It was also agr-eed ·to have · an encounter on . the subj'ect· "The 
concept~ meaning and.interpretation ot:·icrip1!tir~s (or Hebrew 
Bible) in. ·Christian. and Jewish .t .radifion."' · _Thi$ encounter is 
to take {iace in the Vicinity of Goettingen in Germany·. Six . or . 
seven · schol~rs. from both si-des will participate in ·:it. Immediate-

· 1y aft_erwards a l~aison commi t~ee meeting consisting of IJCIC . 
'members a~d ·W:CC··repres:entatives · wil.l taJce · place in . Geneva on ; . 
August ·30~3lst _with, th.e~'.i>i1~wing :·aganda; ; ·. _. . . 

_a) A discussion of the report propo~·ed .at the Gottingen confe-
rence. · · · 

. b) '.J'he . pra~tic;al · implicatipns for ·the cons~ltation in 1978 and 
all that tha~ entails . · 

c) Dis~ussion _of_ the possi}?~e · v·.enues _.' for. 1978. 

d) Evaluation. of the -iast meeting with .a loo-k .into how "we can do 
better in the future. .. · ~ .. · · · 

With respect." to· · current affairs· a~ong- the · _s~bjects dfscussed was 
the attitude· ·of Jews and · ts·rael to· South Africa. The ques.t~on 

.· was bluntly . put to us in the following manlier: In v:iew of deve
lopments in Rho.desia and South Africa, .. which will probably gain · 
in momentum · in the foreseeable future• ltha·t will be the .position 

· taJcen by Jewish. communities throughout the world and by . the State 
of Isreal? - · · 

Th"e answer: .was .. g{ven .along : the ·following lines .' _Jews. throughout 
.. the .1~orld abtio_r lri the principl.~~ ·~ of apar.theid and have· expressed _ 
it in various. forms . The basic · tenets of Judaism are irreconciable 
with :any form of r,a~m . and di~c.rimination. . 

· With·· .regard·. to Jsra.el . the ·reply was gi~~n· along ·the lines "tak~n 
by Mr. 'iigal Allan in his· ~ddress to the 31st G~nera.1. Assembly 
of th.e UN on October 7th , 1976 .. · ·1n this address he said: "According 
to the latest ·available statistics ·the f .oreign trade of South 
Africa totalled. over .. $12 billion in ·1974. Of ·this huge .sum the 
share of Israel" was less than 2/S of ·ri - · infinitely smaller than 
the ·share of many Arab and some .African: count.ries • . The· armed . 
forces of th~ Republic are large and·equipped with modern weapons- . 
tank~, artillery, air~raft, destroyers and submarines. -_ It is not. 
Israel th~t supplied th.em. 11 . · · . · . . · 

Concerning the . situation in Lebanon, .the WCC representatives stated 
to ~s -· that in· .their view the conflict is primarily not. ·a religious 
one · and that ihe ~ -victims on both ·s-ides ·are both Moslems and thristians. 
The:: only . thing that can be done- by a religious body is to extend ' 
ai·d to \~:an the victims on humanitarian" grounds and without· . taking 

-~Y· political stand. ~ This is -~ thet said• · what the wee ha.s. been· doing. 

/ ... 
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. The WCC also· informed 9s a.bo.ut the '~World -Con.fej-e~ce· of_ Re~ious 
Workers .for L·~sti_ng . . Peace,_ Disarmamen·t · and Jus.t Rel.ations among 
Nations." This · .conference is being ·organized by . the Russian 
Orthodox Church .and will take place in. Moscow next June 6-10. 
At a three-~ay ·preparato.~y me~ting th3:t was he.ld. in Moscow on 
September 28-"30 this : year so ·'representatives· .from various· religious 

-.. groups have tak~n part inc.luding obse.rvers fiQm t11e wee.· ' The :. . 
-conference .i~ expected to . bring together 500 re~resentatives ·of 
five maj-or faiths from .various .p.arts :of the world. 

It ·was - obvious . -that . th·e wee represen~atives ~ere. fully aware ·of . 
the political mot~ vat ions behind .this .. plan but' they ·felt th-at · 
they. cannot.· dissociate themselves frol!l it, particularly in view 
of· .the fact that tbe Russian Church is affiliated with the -wee. 
It seems that th~s. far no Jewish niigious group was approached 
by t .he initiators of' the. conferen~e, but . som~ individual Jewish 
personalities were contacted. Rabbi J. L-• . Fishman ·of the Moscow 
sy~agogue t.ook part ii:t .the preparator~· mee~ing in September . · 

The subject .of religious· liberty, which ttas a ~entral issue a~ 
. the WCC Assembly at N~irobi an~ subsequently· at ~ - m~eting of the 
' . ·Central Gommi ttee -of . the. WCC, ·was touch~d'. upon also at OUT . C:onsul-

. tation in Geneva.· . Thi~ topic .is _Qf . gteat impo:rtance. for. it involves · 
a clash between two major trends in the . wee • .While the Western 
Churches affiliated irai.st on a · greate~ .. :conce:nti'ation ·on the restric
tions imposed upon reli'gious 1 iber.ty·~ in non-democratic countries, 

: the . churches in dictatorial . regim~s and p.ar1:icularly t.he _Russian 
.;. ....... orthodox, _try to minimi.ze the issue, and. have. blocke~ efforts to 

have ther1central bodies o~ the WCC deal with it. At the recent 
. ,iaeet~ng., of th.e ~CC ~~ptral Committee. a device was foun·d to by-pass . 
J~.';! . a direct solu.tion\~uthor,izing the establishment of regional · 
advisory. gro.ups to · follow developments in· areas concerning religious 
freedom and rep_ort to t~e General -Secretary~ · 

I propo·s·ed tha~ we need a · joint exploration to define in concrt:m 
terms · the scope ~inq e~pression of · r .eligious ·exercise in various· 
geographic and cultural regions. I said that tbe conc~pt of reli
gious practice is in ~any respects not -as .clear-cut as it mig~t 
seem. · . I 'took as an examp_le the problem of the· teaching · 0£ Hebrew 
and Jewish history in "-the· USSR, .which has been prohibited· ·for many 
decS:des on the· grotind that they are synonjmoti$ with · religious . 
practices wh~ch are not allowed-by the ·government . Now, the knowledge 

. of Hebrew has o.ne .. kind · of sign.ificanc.e ·for· a religious Jew' £9r 'bis 
has ·been the. language of prayer and religious · devotion sin~e the 
beginning of Jewish .history, and for ~n orthod'ox Jew no · religious 
observation is possible without the · use of the Hebrew language. On 
the oth~r· · hand ·the knowledge · of Hehew for a secular Jew is prima~ily 
a recognition of thi,s language a~ - the original tongue of the ' Jewish 
people, ·which has been ·revived ·as a aational language in the State 
of ls Tail:-... The Sovie;t ·regime permits the use of Hebrew in synagogue .. 
services, but allows no possibility for the ac'Ctuisi ti on of thi,s, · · 
language and for .l ts use in another way. · _ Now the question is how to 
consider ~his pro~lem in terms ·of the. self-under~tandlng of particular 
ethnic and religious _groups. 

I I •• 
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J ·p~inted out that there ar~ many oth~r bordclr-:line. cas.es iike . this 
.among other groups a~d . it ~ight · therefore·· · be of ·_ex,teme importance 
to g~t. get aw,ay from. th.e general p·roclamatiori of~-t~e ·principleso:f 
?'.elig~ous .. liberty, . which is · recog.n~z~~ in divers~ ·iµternati.OJ\al 

· . accords, · &J!d · to ge:t down to specifi,c · area~: ·: · . · ·, . · .. 

While this gen·era-i .. propos.ition .was_· r~ceiv~d: •i.tb. ·: inter~st .the wee . 
representative.s wer~- reluct~nt to ·take ac~io~ .. o.?- this _-matter now. 

In this co.imection i~ should be noted t·h~_t in ,gen_erar the wtc show·ed 
a disi-nclination at .the gatheting'. to,. dea-1.: with . acute .i~sues . . The · 
Ar,b~ lsrael con·ffict' ·which has been -.alway·s a bone of . contentio.n at 

. most of our consultations with . the wee ·, ha·s · beeri .almost entirely 
ignored· at .this .meeting. The· osterisib'le reason . was that the· .'Lebanese 

. situation ~as been overshadowil\& the Ar.ab-Jsrae1. problem, but under
~eath there was ·a feeling ·on. b~'th sides ~nd· pr,i111arily on ~he- part 

. of, the wee that t 'discussion of this ' subj~c~ will serve no use£ul 
p_urpqse. 

' Meet'ing . with the Va ti.can. 

· As . repo_rte.d i~ · a previou·s rnem<>". th~ ~i tuati.o~ in.· Latin-America was 
·given. -serious cnnsid~ration. at ou:f meeting with the two Vatican · 
represe~ta·~i ves, Bishop R. Tarel~a and· Msgr. · Charles Moeller·~· 
.The tinderstanding reached on this matter. was rep'orted- in that memo. . . ' . . . . 

~ elaborate discussion •ciok. place . with . regard .to ' the · agenda o.f 
t]le forthcoming ~ee~ing with - ~he .Vatican ·repre·sen~.atives which is 
scheduled to t~ke place ·i _n Venice at· the Cardinal . Piazza _House on 
March 28-30~ 1977. · It .was agreed· that the Catholic side will . 
present· a study paper on tl,le'· sutgect: ~f "Mission. a·nd \Jitnes_s ~of 
the Cburch." The major stress .of this paper will be an ?t.tempt 
on · the. part · o~ th~ ·Gatholics· to clarify· the ·essential meaaings of 

· mf.ss~.o·n. arid witnessing of the fhurch :among .non ... c-athoLics .: . This 
."s~\)j:ect is ·of import.aiice :, first, from a theoretic.al . po.int of .view. 

The .dogma that the ·church ··has ·th'e task o.f coJ'.i.vrcrting non-Catholics 
to its . }}eliefs has cast ·a .. snadow over the r.-elations between Catholics 
(and all other Christians .for that matter) -with non-Chr1stians . One 
of the· serious probiems . concer~ing the ~e-xt of . the declaratio~ on 

· Jews by the. Vatican· Counci-1 I.I involved ·the passage -imp!ying _the ·nope 
th~t Jews wl.11 be finally u-oiiverted in Christianity. In · tfie eucume
ni:al enterpr<tse whic~. has been going on. ·since .' the declaration . was 
·adopted, the Ca tho'lics were made· aw~re of this · difficulty and there"." 
.fore. this. present atte!llp t .at c1arifi~atio_n, 

. we· were info.rmed· t)lat .. Professor Fed~·rlci ,·· a con.sul tor of"· :the· -yatican · 
· eommissio.n on Pel~t1ons with Jews, WC!!S autho_rized_ to write .the text 
of the study-pape·r which will be· pre.sent( d ·a.t · the V~nice meeting. 
·It· was udderstood that the document wi11 . oe ·sent to Jewish members 
of the ~iaison · committee at l'eas·~ 4-6 weeks J>efore the· meeting. 
(Profess.or -Federici is · an Italian laym_an wh°o" has. been spec-i~i'izing . 
in the study of Chris.tian..:Jewish ·relations and ··has written. ,several 
h~o.ks '. on the: subj.e·c~ witch are r_ecognized' as· .being. most ·:favorable 
from .our point ~~ view.) 

. , ~. ,. . 
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It ·w~ also agr~ed tba~ ·~oth~r ••jor topic .at . the Venlce meeting 
wi.11 'be_ Exchange of Information on ~he follwing topics: · · 

. .. ~ 

.a) .Catholic-Jewish s~udy programs in vatious parts of the ·vo1ll •. 
b} .Pre.s_ent state . of· Christ"ian-Jevish .~ational ~~d reg~·onal a~t.i-
, .. vlties. · ... . ..: . . · . · · · . · " . 

;; ' 

.... · c} Dissemination and inforaatiQn on th~ ·Christian.--:Jewish.'.dialogue. · 
· d) Preliainary exchange o.f v~-evs· on the nsesentation . of Juciai~m , . 

,~~~._ and Christianity ·in . the_ ~espective educational sys~ems. 

Msgr • . Moeller emphuised the need for a · program of studfes· on. the 
academic level and. of the" imp_ortance _of.··estsblishina seminaries : 
in ~erusalem for studies -of ·Judaism by · ·cstholic cler1711ien. 

Both Dr . Jbseph Lichten of the ~~ _and mys~lf have called attention 
to ·the .work -clone in ~·- · v~ vi.th regard_ to ... the i:~vision . of . tex~books· . 

·· lfe were i.sk.ed tc .~ssellble informations on· -_the s.ubj ect and sub.mi t 
it to the Vatican Off fee .·on Catholic-:Jewtsh Relations in : the near 
fµture ~- ~ · · · · 

Meeting ·with the ·Greet-Orthodox. . · 

The cons~ltation with the .represe.ntatives of · the Orthodox ·Center 
of· the .·.Eµcumenical Pa:triarca~ in Geneva was a .new .experience ·on . ~oth 
sides,fo~ th• Greet Or.thodox'. Church ts actualiy. bi a pr~·Eucumenical 
stage and· .h•s not aade the great' theoretlc•l and .p~ac~ica~ strides 
that the ·o~her Christians Churchei have made in· recent decades. 
It was obvious, however, that ·the · 1eaders of this Church are. willing 
to take ·caut'ious· s-teps -to review -relations _wit~ ot.her· re.liglons, 
in.eluding JudaiJ•. · The hea~ of.· the Ortho~ox Center in Geneva is 
Msgr. Damaskino.s Papandreou·,: who· is also profaor at· t~e ·Catholic 
£acul ty iil Luc:•rn Aca~emy • · .. Thebther participants on· their side were 
Pro.fessor Dr. Demetri'os· Theraios· •·· R. Pere Jean Remieteau, a Prench · 
Orthodox, Mr.- Anastasios Mam:fridis and Miss · Xanthla Fift.zpatric:k. · . .. . . . . .. · .:.. 

t • t • ~ 

The:· only subject .of current Jff~~rs·. tha~ was taken up ·at· his · encounter 
was ' the · t:e~ent outbreak of· anti-Sem·itic attacks by mem~e-~s- of -the . 
hierarclly of the Greek . Orthodox . Ch~rcn. One example is ·the article . 
by'..the ·Apostoiic Deaconship of .Athens . in vhich ·· ~t is ·said ·that Jehovah's 
Wi tne~ses "'are. nothing ·but' camouflage . for Judaisa." It W&$ als·o 
pointed o~t "that local Greek . n~V$papers took a violent . ant.i-Semi tic 
stand. in· ·connection with the . popular . di'ssati·sfaction with-, the Alleric·aJi 
P.os·t tion Qver the c~n-flict · w~ th -Turkey. A new edition of the Protocols 
of the Elders of · Zion has rec:e'1tly been publ!;shed '.by tlie editor of 
the Greek n~v~paper, · Christian Democratie •. · . .· . . . . ·, 

. . 

~I~·. Dw~lcinos repor~ed that v]len . his ·attention was called to· these 
atiacks · he got in touch both .with religious ,nd 1overnaental ·authorities 
in Greec.e· and he hopes to see an improvement.in tbis respeet in the 
near future. . . . . . 

Th., major dlscuSlon, .how~ver, ·1nv0lved the •ethod of the- initial 
fol'll of encoun:ter between . represen-tatives of. Jewish ·groups ·and -the 
Greek~Orthodox . Church. . It· v.as. felt that ·bo.th ·intellectually ·and 

. I • . • • 

.. 

..... 
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organizationally the Greek Orthodox are not yet ready for 
establishing formal and pennanent relationshi~with Jewish 
bodies. It was agreed that the beginning ought to be made 
on the academic level!~. where competent personalities on both 
sides will exchange views on basic concepts. 

It was agreed that the first such symposium of experts be held 
in Lucern on March 18-20 under1 the Catholic faculty. The 
subject of this S)'llposima will be "The concept and meaning of 
the Hebrew Bible and the new Testament by Jews and Christians." 

Participants vlll be three experts on both sides. Although some 
names were sugfested there was no formal accord on it. The meating 
howeve~ is def nitely fixed. 

A major part of the discussion was around It d a lecture on 
Christian Jewish dialogue presented by Msgr. Damaskinos a short 
while ago at the Lucern Academy. The theme of this lecture was 
"The claim of absolute twth on the part of both reli1ions; 
Christianity and Judaism and the necessity for dialogue." This 
lecture was delivered in German. A more detailed report of the 
substance of this lecture will be forwarded to you shortly. 

note: 

The important aspect of· the three meetings was obviously the 
}ilnning of the consultations scheduled to take place next year. 
It is also evident that all three Christian bodies are bent on 
joint exploration of the deeper structures of Jewish and Christian~ 
religious thought~) This does not mean, however, a loss of interest 
in .~.a.cute and urgent matters which will continue to be brought up 
by both sides at all the encounters. On the Catholic side, in parti· 
cular, there was expressed a clear desire for enlarging prograaatic 
activities on international and regional levels. 

With regard tOJthe wee lt must be realized that their internal diffi
culties soaetiaes complicate approaches to them on matters of interest 
to us, but there can be no doubt that they are attentive and even 
alertt> Jewish concerns. With the Greek Orthodox, I believe that 
we have reasons to bppe to get slowly but surely involvecl in a pionee
ring effort which proaises to have an impact on basic understandings 
and on developments which might have a favorable effect upon the 
solution of concrete social and political issues. 

The Jewish participants at these meetings were G. Riegner and 
F. Becker fesm the World Jewish Congress; E.L. Ehrlich foT the 
Internatioaal Bnai Brith; J. Lichten for ADL, Henry Siegman for 
the Synagogue Council of America, Professor Sl6i. Kai•JaI~. for the 
Israel Interfaith Collllittee, Abe Karlikov and myself for the A.JC. 

/ .... 
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it might be useful to bring togeftler the various meetings planned 
for next year in the form of a short ti~-table: 

February 2G-23, symposium. on creation, probably in Zurich. 
Patticipants will be experts designated by WCC and IJCIC. 

March 18-19, encou~ter with representatives of Greek Orthodox 
at Lucerne. 

March 28, meeting of IJCIC with Vatican representatives at 
Veni(le. 

August 27, ZS and 29 - encounter between Protestant and Jewish 
Old Testament scholars near Goettingen in Gel"llany. 

August 30, 31', meeting of the liaison committee of IJCIC and 
WCC in Geneva to hear reports of the above meetingsand discuss 
possible venues for 1978. 

cc: M. Tanenbaum 
M. Fine 



~ 'Jnteritationnl fewislt Committee 
Oii ]Hf errefigiOJIS eons11/tafiOHS 
432 Park Avenue South/New Y<JTk, N.Y. 10016/Tel. 686-8670 

1 Rue de Varembe I Geneva, Stl.'itzerland I Tel. 341-325 

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: 

W ORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JEW ISH COMMITTEE 

For further information contact: FOR JMMEDIA TE RELEASE 
Rabbi Henry S iegman 
686-8670 

JEWS WEtCOME NEW VATICAN COMMISSION 

/ 

The establishment of a new Vatican Commission for Relations with the Jews was welcomed 

by the 5 major Jewish organizations which make 'up the International Jewish Committee 

on lnterrel igious Consultations ( UC IC) . 

In a joint statement the co-secretaries of IJCJC noted that the new Vatican Commission 

g_~ew out of a series of an_nual consul tat ions _between represe_rytatives of _the Roman Ca tho I ic 

Church and. their organizations. 

" These .consultations have been marked increasingly by a spirit of friendship ~md candor, 
• • ' • ' . : • , • I ,. 

by a d~sire for m1:1tual helpfulness in areas of common concern, 11 the co-s~c_ret~ries said. 

Signing the statement were Dr. Gerhart Riegner, Secretary General, World Jewish Congress; 

Rabbi Henry Siegman, Executive Vice Presid01 t, Synagogue Council of America; Rabbi 

Marc Tanenbaum, Director of lnterreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee; Rabbr 
• . • · , I . \ • ' • 

Solomon Bernards, Director of lnterreligious Affoir.s, Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Brith; 
. ...: . - . ·. . .· . . . . 

and Professor Shm"ryahu Talmon, Chairman, Israel Interfaith Committee. 

Rabbf Joseph H. Lookstein, Congregation Keh ii lath Jeshurun, New York, serves as 

chairman of the Committee. 
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The next meeting between representatives of UCIC and the newly established Vatican 

Commission for Relations with the Jews will take place in Rome, January 14-16, 1975. 

The co-secretaries expressed the hope that the new Commission and the forthcoming de-

I iberations in January 1975 "wit I further advance that movement toward mutual trust and 

cooperation in the interests of our respective communities and of the entire human family." 

The complete text of the statement fol lows: 

IJCIC and its constituent agencies welcome the announcement of the 
establishment of a Vatican Commission for Relations with Judaism. 

This development hos grown out of a series of recent annual consultations 
between representatives of the .Roman Catholic Church and the Jewish people. 
These consultations have been marked increasingly by a spirit.of friendship 
and candor, and by a desire for murual helpfulness in areas of common' concern. 

We trust that this new Commission and our forthcoming deliberations in January 
wil I further advance that movement toward mutual trust and cooperation in the 
interests of our re·spective communities and of the entire human family. 

Dr. Gerhart Riegner, World Jewish Congress (Geneva} 
Rabbi Henry Siegman, Synagogue Council of America (New York) 
Rabbi More Tanenbaum, Ameri::an Jewish Committee (New York) 
Rabbi Solomon Bernards, Anti-Defamation League, B'nai Brith (New York} 
Professor Shmaryahu Talmon, Israel Interfaith Committee (Jerusalem) 

·- ·1 




