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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE ' , T
: : MR T

Institute of Human Relations
465 EAST 56 TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

PARIS OFFICE
30, rue La Bostie
Paris Vil :
Novenmber 18, 1876.

Memorandum

To: Sidney Liskofsky
- From: Abrahan har;zﬁaw

Subject: Appeavance before U.S, Helsinki Monltoring Sub-~Conmissicn.

I appeared yesterday before the Sub-Commission in Paris of the
U.S. Congress lelsinki Monitoring Conmittee. The Sub-Commission
in ‘this case consisted of !rs. Fenwick and representative Sizon,
plus three members of their staff including Alfred Friendiy Jr.
I had previously arranged with the 1.S. embassy people setting
up the appointments for the Sub-Cormission that a representative of
French Jewish leadership appear, Hr. Claude Kellman, accompaned
by Mr. Jacques Shoshan of the Bibliotheque Juive Cantcmporaine
which deals with Soviet affairs on a day to-day bLusis here.

We met with the Sub-Commission for a little over an hour, having
previously come to agreement amonz ourselves as to the areas

we each wculd discuss. . '

The gther witness called with regard to Jewish guesticns was

Mr. Iver Svarc the JDC-HIAS representative here, who dealt
essentially with Jewish movement from Romania since there are

& fair number of Romanian Jews who have come to PFaris with whom
HIAS has had experience and pecause it was known that other

HIAS representatives in Rome, Brussels and Geneva had dezlt with
Soviet Jevish emigration. The atwosphere was a relaxed one and
Congresswoman Fenwick and Representative Simon both seemed very
well awvare, informsd and well rotivated on questions of concern
o us.

Enclosed you will find my preparatory notes cutlining the various
points of presentation to the Sudb-Coumission. In fact, as things
develope2d, I was able te cover all these points with the exceptien
of the very hast one concerning Scviet attacks on Israel increasing
tension in the Mediterransan area.

A major focal point of our discussion was the suggestion you made

-- which, as you can sece from the notes I incorperated prominently. -~
on. estabizshmenu of implementing wmachinery under the H8151nki aegis.

',ano



It was clear that this ¥sue is beiny seriously debated by the
Commission's members. I have the impression that there is
considerable fear among them that this would result in a2 new
international bureaucracy where the Soviets would be able to

get complaints buried and stalled off through inertia and oppo~
sition. Both the Representatives and their staff pointed out
that the Commission itself would be in & much freer position to
call attention to complaints; I would guess that they are anxious
to maintain a positive and active role, whereas Helsinki iuple-~
mentation machinery would cut inte their raison d'étre. A fairly
lenghy exchange of views on this peoint tended towards 2 compro=-
mise: not implementation under Helsinki but, rather, institution
of a system of Helsinki review at regular intervals; e.g., perhaps
Belgrade-like meetings to examine implementation every two years
or so. ' :

Other areas in which the Sub-Commission members were interested
were on the extent to which knewledge of lHelsinki and the pos~-
sibilities opened by it were known outside intellectual circles;
and they queried me abtout Jewish 1life in Castern European
countries other than Romaniz and the Soviet Unicn,

For the rest, I came down heavily on the lack of religious and
cultural facilities in the USSR and harassment ir that regard,
They knew this in 2 gzereral sense but Mr. Shoshan and I gave
considerable cerroborating details, - !

Mr. Kman dealt essentially with the harassment of those who

want to emigrate and emphasized the importance of fullest U.S.
participation in the Helsinki precess as the best guarantee, in
the minds of Europeans, that sonmnething could be accomplished
through this pact. A central focus in my own discussion was that
the U.S. goverrment had long beenrn too low-profile in the Helsinki
picture: and that it should take a firmer, positive, public stand
as to what the Helsinki pact is all atout, particularly with
regard to human rights implementation, along the lines of tie
discussion tht we had in the State Department offices in Washington
many long months ago.

The practical follow-up?

The Commission members urged us to submit any reports, material,
or suggestions for action we thought could be of help to it. I
left with Representatives Fenwick and Simon copies of your Helsinki
analysis, and of the recent AJC press reclease describing how the
interfaith group of rabbis and clergymen had not been zble to

go to the Soviet Union. : '

But the AJC and the Internatiomal League for Human Righ§5-now
ought to consider, I beiieve, whethertisy wishcs to submit a formal
documentstesthe Commission,

cc: M. Fine
B. Gold
H. Bookbinder
encl.: S. Liskofsky omnly



Archdiocese of Philadelphia
222 N. ITth Street
Philadelphia, Pa.18103

Office of the Cardinal
November 16, 1976

Reverend B. S. Hruby
RCDA :

475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10027

: _. ¥
Reverend and dear Mr. Hruby:

For your letter and enclosures of November 5th, I
am sincerely grateful.

As one committed to the proclamation of the Good
News, I am most interested in knowing the truth - the facts
about Religion in Communist Dominated Areas. Govern—
ments that are dedicated to the principles of Karl Marx'
atheistic-materialism are by that very fact committed to
the goal of making society godless. As members of a free
society, we know the Marxian ideology and we know the laws
on the books, but we also know that the atheistic ideology
does prevail., The RCDA helps to know the facts. For this
we are grateful.

Enclosed is a donation to help you with your good
work.

With cordial best wishes, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

rchbishop of Philadelphia

erb



Report by Sister Ann Gillen, Exec. Director of the National
Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, rm.221
1307 S. Wabash, Chicago, I11.60605 312/922-1983

New York Interreligious Hearing Sets Stage for Belgrade Conference

A dramatic spotlight was thrown on the status of religious
freedom and human rights in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
when the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry
held its first public tribunal in New York City on March 16.
This "historic first" brought together a prestigious panel

of human rights experts to hear the evidence of religious
scholars at the Carnegie Center for International Peace.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum (American Jewish Committee), Co-Chairman
of the Task Force, opened the tribunal by an explanation of its
purpose: to gather evidence which the Task Force leaders will
present to the U.S. Helsinki Monitoring Commission on April 28
in Washington, D.C.

“Belief in every form is under attack by the Soviet State,"
testified Professor Thomas Bird, Soviet expert from Queens
Coliege at C.U.N.Y. He cited numerous instances of the
"anti-religious interpretation of Soviet laws on religion,”
particularly in reference to Roman Catholic communities.

Soviet Jewry experts Ilya Levkov (National Conference on Soviet
Jewry) and Dr. Howard Greenberger (N.Y.U. Law School) traced
the long-standing and continuing repression of Soviet Jewry.
Mr. Levkov cited the Soviet‘s failures regarding the reunifica-
tion of families, farilitation of emigration procedures and
respect for cul¥ural identity. Professor Greenberger called

on the Soviet to grant visas to the 100,000 applicants, to
permit the opening of more synagogues and to allow Soviet Jews
to have contact with other Jews.

(more)
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Task Force Hearings (2)

"Pruth stands outside in the corridor and weeps" stated Rev.
Alexander. Veinbergs, a-Washington D.C. Latvian Lutheran pastor
as he testified to the fear still experienced by believers in
Latvia. Churches are open "half the time" for an older -genera-
tion but the younger generation is subjected to a heavy barrage
of atheistic propaganda.

In the Ukraine, believers have been arrested for reading the
history of their péople, according to Dr. Walter Dushnyck,
Editor of theiUkrainian Quarterly. He traced the history of

~ the Church in the Ukraine, charging that "Sovietization" rather
than constitutional respect for ethnic and religious heritage
has been a long-standing official policy of Soviet leaders.

He called for ‘the "resurrection" of the autocephalous Orthodox
Church and the Roman Catholic Uniate Churches, both banned and
subjected tb;harsh”ﬁéféécﬁtibn'in the 1940's.

An urgent appeal to religious public opinion and human rights
groups to support the harassed signers of Charter 77 in Czecho-
slovakia was voiced by Rev. Blahoslav Hruby, Presbyterian
human rights expert. He said this manifesto is a "Second Spring"
human rights effort which calls on Czech leaders to respect the
constitutional guarantees of that country. b

Baptist "Initiativniks"” originated the present dissident move-
ment in the U.S.S.R. according to the testimony of Dr. William
Fletcher, Baptist Soviet expert from the University of Kansas.
These religious dissidents pioneered "samizdats" (self-published
documents) ‘during World War II, seeking religious freedom which
‘would benefit persons of all faiths.

DriiFletcher's recommendations, éffirmed by other witnesses,
urged the Carter Administration, the U.S. Helsinki Commission,
and interreligious groups to focus their efforts to obtain
three essential rights for religious groups in the U.S.S.R.:

n

(more)
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Task Force Hearings (3)

1. Preedom of movement, including the right to leave"an
intolerable situation” and the right to travel.
2. An increase in the number of churches and synagogues,

" now completely inadequate to the needs of Soviet people,

 where 45% of the population remain Believers despite decades

of Soviet atheistic propaganda.

+3. Freedom for religious education, especially for youth

:.under the age of 18. Presently parents are not even allowed
* to instruct their own children.

Panelists receiving testimony urged the Carter Administration
to give strong support for religious groups in the U.S.S.R.
Long-time civil rights activist Bayard Rustin (A.Phillip Randolph
Institute) charged that Soviet leaders are “"determined to wipe
out all religious groups" under their control.

Former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Human Rights Commission

Rita Hauser called on President Carter to send a delegation

of private citizens who are commited human rights activists

to the Belgrade Conference(which will meet in June and September
to evaluate the compliance of the signatory nations to the
Helsinki Accord). Such private citizens "will be able to speak
out more freely than second-level bureaucrats,” she maintained.

Oiher panelists included Dr. David R. Hunter (Council on Religion
and International Affairs) and Sr. Ann Gillen (National Inter-
religious Task Force on Soviet Jewry). One of the Observers

at the Tribunal, Dr. Robert Huston, Chief Ecumenical Officer

. for the United Methodist Church, expressed gratitude to the

American Jewish Committee, one of the founding groups of the
Task Force, for"the expansion of concern to cover a number of
religious groups in the Soviet."stating his conviction that
interreligious cooperation is basic to the human rights struggle.
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I had lunch on February lst with Tom Bird. We discussed the forthcoming
Interreligious Task Force hearings in New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles.

He suggested the following peOple _
Aomce =9 13 _&*ﬂﬂ@@é’:

1. Baptist/USSR i - / sjpehca = 92 C k& « 3. 2oz
a. W. C. rletﬂheﬁ, UnlverSLty of Ransas Zrwvicecl = F3437

b. Professor Andrew Blaine, CUYY Blaine is also the NGO for ﬁmnesty

International. pleen st - S E 026
2. Uniate/Ukranian bt g5l-asa ] 73
Professor Bohdam Buclurkiw, Carleton Uhlver51ty, Ottawa, Canada - /
nr— -~ Jore. "-ﬂ_m.—-cg-vg.\-;..n:-\

Roman Cathollc/Lithuanian 8oy 350-234] 3RS~ 6/

Professor Stanley Vardys, University of Oklahoma ;‘,,,=~xaﬂx - QOS5
-ﬂrwkw ¥2 & =1 DA A T

Russian Orthodox Church/Russia’
Professor Alex Klimoffg o — /iucshs -j_.;'-;.dx-i.;‘- Vasasi - G- $E2~Tocd

3
4.
T15. Soviet Jews = R
Ez a. Professor Joshua Rothenberg, Brandeis T;U“'g
+ b. Moshe Decter ;

Tom also felt that Professor Harold Berman of the Hartford Law School
would be a8 good choice to talk about the new Soviet laws on religion
that were issued in July 1976. Tom felt we should focus on both the
fact and the spirit of Soviet sviolations of Basket 3 of the Helsinki
Accord. He felt that testimony that the Soviet Union violated both
its own domestic law and the international Helsinki agreement would be
critical.

He is working to find appropriate Muslim, Jehovah's Witnesses and Luth-
eran experts who could testify at such hearings. He understands that
Sister Ann knows some Pentecostals in 1os Angeles who might be available.

I shall begin to contact the Christian professors to see whether they

are available for either our March 16th hearing in New York or the March
31st hearing in Chicago. We also need to think about possibly involving
family members who have been separated because of Soviet vioclation. Ve
also need to decide whether we want to take testimony on the current sta-
tistics of religious liberty in Poland, Czechslovakia and. other East
European countries. It was a very helpful luncheon and I think we are
under way on the hearings.

AJR:FM - cc: Sister Ann Gillen
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"Ths Current Stete of Eeligious Liberty & Human Rights in the
Soviet Union"

Hearings sponsored by the Hational Interreligious Task Force on
Soviet Jewry

March 16, 1977 10AM=LP¥ Carnegie Center for Internatioanal
Peace
35 Bast IiSth St -
PANTL

Q_uber Ann Glllen, Executlve Director, National Interrsligiosus
Task Force,on Sovist Jewry . - '

Ton, Rita Hauser, EOr b nite O aEaR Ambassador to the United
Nations Humen Rignts Comaission

Hon, Thomzs 2. Melady, ;fes‘”enu,'Sacred Feart College, Bridgeport,
Conn, ¢c Tormer United States Ancassador
to Tzanda

Bayard Ru stin, Executive Director, A, Phillip Randolph Institute

- - .
. =1 3OS

rebbi Marc H, Tenenbaum, Hational Director of Interrslizi
AfTairs, the American Jew1sh Comnittee

csgor Thoplas T, Sifdg tuofi@ssor or Stavic Languages, Queens
College, CUHY(Enpmmnmﬁ Roman Cathollc)

Professor William rleucher Dlrector Soviet Studies, Uuﬂv luy of
: Kansas(Baptist) | | L

Prolessor Howard Greenbergep,'Neﬁ York University Law School (Jewish)

Rev, Hlahoslav S. Hruby, Secretary, Research Center for Religion &
- Human Rights in Closed Societies(Presbyteri:

Mrs, Z. Penson, Soviet Jewish activist & mother of Boris Penson,
& Prisoner of Conscience

Rev, Alexander Veinbergs,nfamiam Yashington, D.C.{(Latvian Lutheran)
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- For the Sunday News

Bert Shanes

MOSES, PRESIDENT CARTER AND HUMAN RIGHTS

b¥ Marc H, Tanen“aum

The first. “aumﬁit“ conferénce on humah rights involved as
its main partielpanta Moses and Pharaoh. The high poingfnixttnxmxxnx'
Moses! 1nauguration-apeech wae in hie worde, "Thus saye the Lord, B
the God of Ierael, letlﬁw people go." Pharaoh answered, "nyet" -

"I do not know the Lord, and moreover I will not let Israel go."

The outcome of that aummit meetlng has not come to an end.
Pharaoh is not ready to capitulaté. The exodue “egan, »ut is far
from having %een completed. In fact, 1t was easier for the children
of Ierael to cross the Red Sea than for a “lack to oroes certain
uniiersity campuges =- or for a Jew or g Christian tc move as a
free person across the Wworders of the Soviet Union or other East

European countries,

Thése worde were spoken in 1963 “wy my late *lessed teacher,
Raw~1 Anraham Joshua Heschel, at the historic National Conference
-on Religion and Race, which “ecame a tufning point in the civil _
rights struggle, Echoes of that Propheflc vision and spirit rever*erated
thrqﬁghout the movingvaddreua of President Fimmy Carter on March 17

“efore the United Nations.

"The search for peade and justice," President Carter declared,
"means also respect for human dignity...No mem“er of -the United Nations

can claim mistreatment of ite citizens is solely its own “usiness.



Tanen“aum _ 2

Equally, no mmm“er can avold its responsgi*ilities to review and®
to epeak when torture or unwarranted deprifétion occurs in any

parf of the wof;d."

Those could well have -een the same sentimentalthat Moses
felt when he “egan his career as the foremost champlion of human rights
of his times. “And 1t came to pasg in thoese days, when Moses was
grown up, that he went out uhto hia »rethren, and looked on their

vurdens; and he saw an Egyptian smiting a He“rew one of his “rethren,"

/
we read in Exodus chapter 2, verse 11, Moses, who had grown up in
the 1uxury and ieolation of the valace of Pharaoh. saw for the first

time a poor Hewrew slave “eing flogged “y the laah of an Egyptian

J
/

taskmaster, It wae more than he could “ear. "And he smote the
;Egyptian“ +ecause he ovviouély‘félt that taking a stand against
cruel oppreesion and persecution zzzgjvery-much hie “uginess.

| While Mosges was the adopted child of. Phagaoh‘é daughter,
he wae in fact relsed »y his own mother who Jindourtettly educated
him in the sacred traditions of the He“rew people. At the cefiter
of those traditions was thé “el18f in one God, Creator of the universe,
in whose Divine 1mage every human “eing was formed. That tradition
strengthened Moses' convlcfinn that eadh human 1ife was sacred, of

infinite worth, and that no person could “e used as & means for

some»ody) else's ends - not for \uilding pyramida, nor for terrerism,
demimating Mamiaios :
nor for/Idi Amin's pallce state.

Coming to those humane convietions must have involeed
a terrific conflict of conscience for Moses. For Moees mmsx grew up

in a Palace environment in which the Pharaoh wae venerated as a




3 -
god-king., Pharaoh wae the source all law, never its servant, With a
: ~ '

fllck of his xmsyroyal finger, Pharaoh could destory human lives

wholesale, "Every son that is “orn you shall cast into the river."

Tragically, there are Pharache today in almost every part of
the w&r&d, diedainful qf k® the value of human lives, callously
violating human righte. Amnesty Internétional reports that thare are
at leeset 60 nations in the world thaf regularly employ torturen

Voo  Pradmrd

and-rer>arity.to sippresc—opposit : 23 power, Freedom

- House disoloses that there are only some 19 countries in thex world

that are free “y democratiec standards. In Latin America, Asla, Africa,

Eastern mréxWzmszem Burope, &nﬁxnxknxtnxauxxuunxgunnﬁrxix there 1is

a virtual epldemic of massacres, trikal conflict, rellgioua wars,
~desl #h

eoonmmic industioa, political oppression. Nor are the nations ef

Western Europe and our own country totally innocent of denial of

*aslec human rights to minorltie%ﬁzgégzzhnlc groups,

"When Moses ﬁaa grown up," the ?;ble tells‘gglngg weﬂt out
unto his »rethren, and looked on their “urdene." Commentetors tell us
that_”gfoun up” meant ."when Moses “ecame great," he went out to his
people, Many leaders who ?eoome great go away from their people and
their plight, Moees' greatness resided in the fact that hé went ouf
of the spourity of the Egyptian palace into the “rickfielde where his

{
peopig and suffered in ocruel *“ondage. He identified with their plight,

stood up against Pharaoh, and finally led them from %»on4d ge into
A vhited Tre

freedom - to ‘Mount Sinal where former slaves “eﬁgm a "kingdom of

priasts and a holy people - |

The Exodus 1€ &ar from over fora milliong of peonha



suffering from élaverﬁ,and oppréssign. They should take heamt, as should

we, when President Catter standing “efore the nations of the earth,

declares,
asglc
"The fmmdmmerkal thrust of human affairs pointe toward a more
universal demand for fundamental human rightes. Thé United Statese has
a historical »irthright to e associated with this procees...We will
~ he steadfast in our dedication to the dignity and well-%eilng of people
 throughout the world,"

Moses would have “een pleased with Jimmy Carter,

.



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations « 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 + 212/751-4000 + Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

March 10, 1977

Hon. Rita E. Hauser
Stroock, Stroock & Lavan
61 Broadway

New York, New York 10006

Dear Rita:

I hope this letter finds you and your dear ones in good health.
I am delighted that you will be with us on March 16th. The hearings
on religious liberty in the Soviet Union will be held at the Carnegie
Center for International Peace (345 East 46th Street) beginning at
10:00 AM, and we plan to adjourn at 4:00 PM.

I am enclosing a copy of the press release that has been sent to
the media and I think it gives an excellent description of the purpose
of the hearings. Our plan is to have each of the witnesses testify.
Following their short formal presentation, you and your colleagues on
the panel are free to ask questions of the witnesses. All of the pro=-
ceedings will be transcribed. As the press alert indicates, on April
28th the Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry will be testifying
before the Helsinki Commission of the U. S. House of Representatives.

It promises to be an important and exciting day and I look for-
ward to greeting you next Wednesday. If you have ‘any questions, please
feel free to call me. With warm regards, I am,

Cordially yours,

L

A.' James Rudin

Asgistant Director

Interreligious Affairs

and
Executive Chairman
National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry

AJR:FM
Encl,

ELMER L. WINTER, President m ’ C : - . : ® BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice- Presndent
RICHARD MAASS, Chairman, Board of Gowernors m MAYNARD I. WISHNER, - Chairman, National Executive Couricil @ THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Board of Trustees =
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer @& LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary = ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treasurer & Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM,
.LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN ® Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, JACK A. GOLDFARB,
ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM RDSENW&LD a8 MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman National Executive Council ® MAURICE GLINERT,
Honorary Treasurer B JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus & Vice-Presidents: JORDAN C. BAND Cleveland; MRS. JAY S. BAUMANN, Westchester;
AVERN COHN, Detroit; EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco; EMANUEL DANNETT, Westchester; WILLIAM S. FISHMAN, Philadelphia; JEROME L. GREENE, New York;
LEONARD KAPLAN, Boston; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; DAVID LLOYD KREEGER, Washington, D.C.; RICHARD H. LEVIN, Chicago =




National Interreligious Task Force
on Soviet Jewry

SISTER ANN GILLEN
1307 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

312-922-1983

March 16, 1977

Hooorary Nautional Chairman These witnesses will appear in the following order
HON. R. SARGENT SHRIVER 1 . . s

N at today's hearing that is being conducted by the
PROFESSOK ANDRE |.ACOCOUE National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry.
RABBI MARUC H. TANENBAUM = - . . .

SISTER MAKGARET ELLEN TRAXLER This is a public tribunal to gain the latest facts
Fouaing Hooue ey Spetxors on the current state of religious llberty and human
REV, RALPH D. ABERNATHY

HON. HERMAN BADILLO rights in the Soviet Union.

LEONARD BEKN
HON. JULIAN BUND
HON, EDWARD BROOK

E .
ROy DAY NLEY. IR, 1. Professor Thomas E. Bird, Professor of Slavic
ge, CUNY (Roman Catholic)

HUN, ROBERT F. DRINAN

HON. CHARLES EVERS Languages, Queens Co
HON. GERALD FORD .
ARTHUR GODFREY

HON., ARTHUR GUOLDBERG

A R Tt e - 2. Mrs. Esther rus, Soviet Jewish activist
O ONNA DARRSS from Israel-and wife of a refusenik.

HON. PHILIP HART

W, RANDOLPH HEARST, JR.

RADBI ABRAHAM ) HESCHEL 3. P
. -

RT. REV. JOHN HINES " ro

WALTER 1. HUBBARD

HUN. HAROLD HUGHES

DRR. DAVIH) HYATT

HIS EMINENCE IAKOVOS

: - B ¢
HON, DANIEL INOUYE - .
?;é»lcf}_L;a.g?;c;lftfglﬂ' 4. Dr, Walter Dushmnyck, Editor, Ukrainian W"°
TO?
WILLIF MAYS uarterly.
PROF. HANS J. MORGENTHAU
HON, WAYNE MORSE*

HON CHAKLES PERCY ‘/ 5. Professor Howard Greenberger, New York Univ-
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

ersity Law Sehool (Jewish)
1

sor William Fletcher, Director of Soviet
dies, University of Kansas (Baptist)

JACKIE ROBINSON®
BAYARD RUSTIN

HON. HUGH SCOTT

HON. ADLAI STEVENSON 111

II;;FK{EH:“I“Il\;‘\ll‘IN Do 6. Rev. Alexander Veinbergs, Washington, D.C.
ROY WILKINS (Latvian Lutheran)

Excentive Director
SISTER ANN GILLEN

Exccutive Chairman 7. Rev. Blahoslav S. Hruby, Secretary, Research
SARMAAMER RIENN Center for Religion & Human Rights in Closed
Consultation Coordinator Societies (Presbyterian)

EUGENE DUBOW
Chairman, Coordinatiog Commiitee

DAVID GELLEK Thank you for your interest.

t*i Deceused

T:.;tg??rrc:)(inft_:;m:lian) Rabbi A. James Rudin

%ﬁ“ﬁ-}. .(l)lz_':}:i‘l‘.i?gf%ilhﬁu Executive Chairman

BOCH CHARLES DELLOY National Interreligious Task
HOWARD A, GILBERT Force on Soviet Jewry

MSGR. JOHN GORMAN
KV, DAVID R, HUNTER
Rit(). MARTIN KLIETZ
RICHARD H, LEVIN
DR CLYDE MANS( HRECK
SH. SUZANNE NOFFKE
REN. JOHN PAWLIKOWSKI
REV, mJﬂlul PRUITT
PROE. J. COERT RYLAARSDAM
REN. *-TANIFY A, SCHMIDT
PRO:. JOSEPH SITTLER
eV, PAUL STAGG
REV, JOHN STEINBRUCK
SH, ROSE THERING

SR, ANN PATRICK WARE
REV. WILLIAM WEILER ' 77-700-30
ELMER WINTER
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Hooorary Nutional Chairman
HON, R. SARGENT SHRIVER

National Co-l.eaders

PROFESSOR ANDRE LACOCQUE
RABDI MARC H. TANENBAUM

SISTER MAKGARET ELLEN TRAXLER

Founding Honurary Sponsors
REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY
HON. HERMAN BADILLO
LEONARD BERNSTEIN

HON, JULIAN BOND

HON. EDWARD BROOKE
WIiL.LIAM F. BUCKLEY. JR.
DOROTHY DAY

HON. ROBERT F. DRINAN
HON. CHARILES EVERS

HON. GERALD FORD
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These witnesses will appear in the following order
at today's hearing that is being conducted by the
National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry.
This is a public tribunal to gain the latest facts
on the current state of religious llberty and human
rights in the Soviet Union.

1. Professor Thomas E. Bird, Professor of Slavic
q Languages, Queens College, CUNY (Roman Catholic)

2. Mrs—Esthex-lazarus Soviet Jewish activist

from Israel and wife of a refusenik.

3. Professor William Fletcher, Director of Soviet
Studies, University of Kansas (Baptist)
e

4. Dr. Walter Dushnyck, Editor, Ukrainian
Quarterly.

5. Professor Howard Greenberger, New York Univ-
ersity Law School (Jewish)

6. Rev. Alexander Veinbergs, Washington, D.C.
(Latvian Lutheran)

7. Rev. Blahoslav S. Hruby, Secretary, Research
Center for Religion & Human Rights in Closed
Societies (Presbyterian)

Thank you for your interest.

Rabbi A. James Rudin
Executive Chairman

National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry
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April 28, 1977
Testimony of Sister Margaret Traxler .
Before the Commission on Security and Cooverition In Europe

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 6202

Honorable Committee Members:

Early this year, Pope Paullcalleq for a total and faithful application of the Helsinki
Accords by all signing nations. "These Accords,” said the-ant;ff, " attracted the hopes
of many peoﬁleoF He continued, “We hope that these expectations are not disappointed |
. and that the Helsinki Agreements are applied totally and faithfully by all who signed

them.”

The Interreligious Task.Force oﬁ'Soviet Jewry, founded in 1972, endeavors to carry
out the hope for freedom of every verson, Close to fifty distingulshed leaders in
the arts, sciences and the diploﬁatic world honor our Task Force by being, honorary
ISponsorS, Our Task Force has held two national consultations and last month, it
sponsored public hearings in New York City on the Helsinki Accords., The proceedings
of these héaringswe bring with us for yop'today and our national heads of this
Task Force are here this morning to answer any questions you may éare to ask,

These are Sister Ann Gillen, Executive Director, Professor Andre La Cocque, Rabbi

Marc Tammenbaum and I, Sister Margaret Traxlen,

At Brussels, at the beginning of this decade, the-decision was made to influence the .

internal policies of the USSR by exerting pressure ﬁpon iﬁternatiohal opiniecn, The
subsequent emigrations showed some’ success in this effort,



P. 2. Margaret Traxler cont. -

+ In 1976, a second Brussels Conference was held in which Christians joined with Jews
to consider options for defending the religious liherties.of those denied this right.
At Brussels II, a "Call to Christian Conscience”™ was written-and signéditﬁeﬁ; and in
subsequent months by hundreds of Christian laaéers. In these meetings, Christians
learned from Jews a new historic principle: human rights are a global matter, Human
and religious freedoms can ﬁever be defihed by nafionality but only by the shared
humanity of the human family., All humen persons have these freedoms and denial to

one is denial to all,

The Helsinki Accords give hope to people everywhere and this US Congressional Committee
is carrying out a sacred and noble mandate imprinted in the hearts of believing

people everywheré.

In new approaches to hﬁman rizhts being taken by PrgSidant Jimmy Carter and his admin-
istration there is likewise new hope for everyone on this planet, Even Vatican radio,
‘a teaching-instrument of Pope Paul; called President Carter's defense of libderty, "pure
dynamite.” In an editorial on Vatican radio, the speaker said that the new phase of
the East-West debate is now centered upon principles, Vatican radio noted that "during
the Cold ﬁar the world felt that the West could ﬁave only overcome... the Communist
bloc on the level of military might, but it had nothing to fight b#ck with on the

ideological level.”

According to the Vatican spokesman, "It took the dissent in Eastern European countries
to reveal that; at the heart of the West®s concept of democracy, there is a secret that
is infinitely younger, and basically more revolutionary than the whole superstructure
of the Marxist dialectic, that is,.a certain conéept of the human person, of the

individuals® dignity and rights.™ Then the Vatican called "Pure dynamite"” the new

approach taken by President Carter-in his defense of human rights of all. This new
vision of the human person, said the editorial is "pure dynamite in the face of any regimo
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which tries to violate it, or for any ideology vwhich does not give this concept of person-

hood concrete historical application,”

So from Brussels I and II, the human family is getting a common vision, Then the Helsinki
Accords combined the total view of humanity into the one-ness and never again can

any of us be silent. Never can we be silent when any one is denied human freedoms,

I wish to conclude by briefly reporting that in January of this year, I was privileged
to participate in a conference on women sponsored by the World Cduncil.of Churches,

92 women from 46 nations mat_in Switzerland, These particiﬁants were from every
continent and they passed unanimously, a human rights document and a human rights
strategy based on the . freedoms of the Helsinki Accords. Cne of the impressions

I received was the universal agreement of thesé womeén on the shared vision of human
freedoms, One of our resolutions was to conduct public hearings on the Human rights

"basket" of Helsinki if in their countries such an action could be safely held,

Thus, Helsinki represents a new chapter in which we have finally learned that there
is no internal issue for any country regarding human rizhts, This is an international

ﬁrinciple for which a1l 1living perscns must take responsibility,

The Interreligious Task Force stahds on this principle.
We stand with ﬁhis august US Congressional Committee on this principle in order that

the promises of the Helsinki Accords may be fulfilled.

Sister Margaret Ellen Traxler

L/28/77
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11 March 1977

Sister Ann Gillen

National Interreligious Task Force
on Soviet Jewry

1307 S. Wabash Avenue

Chicago, IL 60605

Dear Ann,

I write this letter with some regret and hesitation.

But I am increasingly convinced that it is time for

the Task Force to abandon the Jackson Amendment as a

tool for helpinz Soviet Jewry. I say this for two
reasons. First of all, I do not think it has been
effective nor has the prospect for effectiveness in

the immediate future. But what concerns me even more
profoundly is the increasinz uneasiness that Senator
Jackson is usinz this amendment to bolster his hardline
stand on arms control and arms reduction. After his
performance during the Warnke confirmation hearings I
-genuinely feel we are doing a zgreat disservice to social
justice generally by allowing him to opportunity to
manipulate the Soviet Jewry cause. I also think that

in the future we are zoing to have to be extremely careful
‘in not allowing in anyway the Soviet Jewry and general
dissident issue to play into the hands of the armament .
hawks. I also believe we are also going to have to demand
more from some of the dissldenisS - regarding their views
of the concrete changes they would like in Soviet gociety. '

I would not have written this letter if I did not feel
stronzly about this matter. The reduction and cuttailment
of arms is crucial to the survival of all our societies and
the freedom of Soviet Jews will prove meaningless if in

the effort to save them we contribute to the escalation of
the arms race. I think this matter needs serious discussion .
by those of us who in anyway have contributed to the Soviet
Jewry effort. _

I thank you in advance for your kind con31deratlon of
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11 March 1977

remarks. They are in no way intended to criticize your

own personal, dedicated work in behalf of justice.. I want
to continue to support this. I have no regrets about having
supported the Jackson Amendment in the past. But the time
has come for a serious re-examination of the directions of
the effort. : i :

Sincerely yours, |
(Rr.) John T. Pawlikowski, OSi, Ph.D

Associate Professor of Social Ethics

cc,. Marc Tanenbauin, Andre LaCocque, Margaret Traxler, Eugene
DuBow. :
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Honorary National Chairman These witnesses will appear in the following order
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T at today's hearing that is being conducted by the
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NATTONAL LN-ERAELIGTOUS TASK FORCE OR SOVIET JEWRY
1307 S. Wabash .
- _ . Chicago, Ill. 60605
NEY YORK CONTACT: MEDTA CONTACTS:

Rebbi A. James Rucin S Press: Natali: Flatow
" Executive Chairmen P1. 1-.000 %277
P1. 1-4000 %205 ) _ TV-Radio: Frances Posenberg

Pl. 1-4000 %275
ALERT TO EDITORS, BROADCASTERS

WHAT : A public tribunal to get the latest facts on the current state of
' religious liberty and human rights in the SOVlet Union.

VEHEN: Wednesday, March 16, 1977, from 10 A.M. to 4 P. M.

WHERE: . Carnegie Center for International Peace

345 East 46th Street, New York City

vHO: Sponsored by the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jevry,
the heari.né;s will have as its panel:

S:Lster Ann Gillen, Executive Director, MNational Interreligious Tas]f
Force on Soviet Jewry
.Hon. Rita Hauser, former United States Ambassador to the United I jations
Human Rights Commission
«Dr. David R. Hunter, Director of Education, Ccuncil on Religious and
International Affairs
.Hon. Thomas P. Melady, President, Sacred Heart College, Bridgepcrt,
Conn,, & former United States Ambassador.to

Uganda :
.Bayard Rustin, Executive Director, A. Phillip Randolph Institute
.Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbsum, Maticnal Director of Interreligious Affairs, -
the American Jewish Committee.

Among its witnesses:
.Professor Thomas E, Thcmas E. Bird, Pr'ofessor of Slavic languages, Queens College,
(Roman Catholic)
.Professor William Fletcher, Dmaetor of Soviet Studies, University of
Kansas (Baptist)
+Professor Howard Gr'eenberber, liew York University Law Schocl (Jewish)
.Rev. Blahoslav S. Hruby, Secretary, Research Center for Religion & Human
Rights in Closed Societies (Presbyterian)
Mrs. Esther lazarus, Soviet Jemsh activist from Israel and wife of a

refusenik
.Rev. Alexander Veinbergs, b]ashmgton D. C. (Latvian Lutheran)

.Dr. Walter Dushnyck, Editor, Ukrainian Quarterl _
SIGNIFICANCE: The Helsinki Commission of the U. S, Senate and the U. S. House of
Representctives has assigned to the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet

Jewry the responsibility of organizing the testimony on April 28 before the
Cormission in Washington, D. C., on the issue of "The Helsinki Agreement and
Religious Liberty." In preparation for the April 28 meeting, the Task Force has
crganized this "public tribunal," which will enable a group of human rights ex-
perts and international jurists to take testimony regarding violations of human
rights - the "basket three" of the Helsinki agreement - by the Soviet Union and
Eastern Eumpean goverrments, thile focusing on the massive violation of the
religious liberties of the 3 million Soviet Jews, the tribunal will enable
spokesmen for Catholic, Baptist, Eastern Orthodox, and natmna.hty groups in
Eastern Europe to testify publicly for the first time together in such a setting
on the oppressions and denials ¢f rights that their peoples have been suffering.
The testimony that will be gathered at this public tribunal will be assembled
and presented to members of Congress at the Helsinki hearings on April 28, as
documentary evidence for their use at the forthcoming Belgrade meeting with the
Soviets and 35 other countries who signed the Helsinki agreement. Modeled on
the Nazi war crime tribunals experience, this is believed to be the first time
that such a tribunal has been arrangéd to dramatize the denial of human rights
and religious liberty for Christians and Jews in Easterm Europe.

77-960-34.
3-10-77



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
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from

subject

‘July 26, 1978
David Geller
Adam Simms

HELSINKI MONITORING COMMITTEE and SHCHARANSKY TRIAL

The attached text of a telegram from Rev. O. R. Harbuziuk,
president of the All-Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Fellow-
ship, to Brezhnev regarding the recent trials of Shcharansky,
Ginsburg, and Petkus is one of the fruits of the Chicago

Chapter's effort to gather support for Soviet Jewry through
our "Helsinki Monitoring Commission."

‘Rev. Harbuziuk was brought to our attention by Julian Kulas,

a member of the Ukrainian community who serves as chairman
of the Helsinki Committee. In April, the Helsinki Committee,

-+ through this office, sent a telegram of Brezhnev protesting

the trial of Pytor Vins, a member of the Kiev Watch Group and
son of Georgi Vins. That Rev. Harbuziuk sent us a copy of
his telegram regarding Shcharansky et. al. indicates that the
Helsinki Monitoring Committee idea has been successful in

~generating a flow of common awareness, support, and mutuality

in previously uncharted channels.

Best regards.

cc: Eugene Du Bow
Harold Applebaum
Morris Fine
Sidney Liskovsky
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum L—"
Rabbi A. James Rudin
Irving Levine '
David Roth
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All-Bhkrainian Evaugelival Bagtist Fellmuskip
BCEYKPAIHCBKE €BAHIEJIbCbXKO-GATNITUCTCbKE BPATCTBO

A cwiv nepemiv!”

REV. 0. R. HARBUZIUK
President (USA)

REV. S. SKOWORODKO
Vice-President (Canada)

REV. D. MARYCHUK, B.Th.

Vice-President (USA)

REV. V. DOMASHOVETZ
General Secretary (USA)

M. BRYCH.B.A.,B. Th.. M.A.

Deputy Secretary (Canada)

REV. J. IWASKIW
Treasurer (Canada)

REV. J. M. POLISCHUK
-Deputy Treasurer (USA)

REV.A. HURYN, M.A. iL'S.-_‘\J
REV. A. PIATOCHA (Canada)
M. PODWORNIAK (Canada)
Exccutive Committee Mcmbers

Honorary Members:

REV. J. BARCHUK

REV. P. BARTKOW
REV.B. BURA

REV. G. DOMASHOVETZ
REV. S. NISCHIK

REV. J. PIATKOWSKI
REV. J. PIDHORECKY
REV. W. ROZOK

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Rev. M. Bachor (Argentina)
Rev. J. Berkura (USA)

S. Bychkowski (Canada)
Rev. P. Don:hcnk:o(E.ngl:md}
Rev. J. Dumych (Canada)
Rev, Dr. C. Kostiw (Canada)
Rev. T. Lubovich (USA)
Rev. G. Lutaniuk (Australia)
Rev. J. Paprockyj (USA)
Rev. | Tarasiuk (Canadu)
Rev. M, Tesluk (USA)

Rev. . Zyla (Canada)

Post Office Box 153 - Elmhurst, lllinois 60126, USA - (312) 832-0709

T ELEG R A M

PRESIDENT LEONID I. BREZHNEV
KREMLIN | o
MOSKOW, USSR

MR. PRESIDENT:

TRIALS AND CONVICTIONS OF SECHARANSKY AND GINZEURG ARE
DIRECT VIOLATIONS OF SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITHINTS
GIVEN AT HELSINKI AND CONTRARY TO DECENCY, REASON AND
CONSCIENCE. WE CONDEMN THESE RUTHLESS ACTS OF YOUR
GOVERNMENT AND APPEAL TO YOU TO SUSPEND UNJUST
SENTENCES OF SHCHARANSKY AND cxwzauaa, WE ALSO CALL
FOR RELEASE OF VICTOR PETKUS FROM HIS SENTENCE.

IN BEHALF OF THE
ALL-UKRAINIAN EVANGELICAL BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP

- Rev. 0. R. HARBUZIUX, PRESIDEN

“But courage! The victory is Minc: Fhave conquered the world™ (John 16:33)

1852 - 125th Anniversary of Baptist Church in Ukraine - 1977
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