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October 19, 1978

MEMORANDUM

To: Bertram H. Goid
From: Zadhariah Shuster
Subj: John Paul II

Fréom the welter of speculation about the background and reasons
for the surprise election of a Polish cardinal to the Pontificate
there emerged several informed guesses, which are accepted by
those who are familiar with the situation in the Vatican and de-
velopments immediately preceding the conclave,

The main reason for not electing an Italian cardinal, something
whiczh is without precedent for almost 500 years, is the fact

that the Italian Church was split wide open among conservatives
and progressives who could not agree on either of the two Italisan
candidates. . “

The candidate con the conaservative side was Cardinmal Siri, Arch-
bishop of Genca, For many years he embodied the trend opposed

to radical change and during Vatican Council II he stood up _
against all proposed major reforms. The fact that he has been
the head of the Italian Bishops Conference for a comnsiderable
time 4is certainly responsible for the lack of ecumenical progress
within the Italian Church which took no action of its own to im-
plement the decisions of Vatican Council 1II.

The candidate of the progressive side was Cardinal Benelld,
Archbishop of Plorence, who has been an outstanding personality
in the Curia and considered as a first rate diplomatic figure.
His relative youth (58) which was given before the comnclave as
the reason for his not being a candidate, is contradicted by the
fact that the new Pope is only two years older than Benelli,

One may assume that if the Italian cardinals had agreed on one

candidate, an Italian cardinal would have had a good chance of
being elected, in spite of the fact that the Italian cardinals
are now 3 small minority in the conclave. It is reliably re-
ported that because of disagreement among the Italians there de-
veloped a strong movement among Third World cardinals and also
among some cardinals of European countries, particularly Germany
and France, who felt that the time has come to have a mon-Italian
Pope. '
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" Another surprising element 18, of course, the fact that the

new Pope comes from a country with.a Communist regime, The
best interpretation of this is that by this act the cardinals
intended to encourage the faithful in the Communist world, and
particularly in the country which has the largest Catholic
population in the Communist orbit. One should note that

Poiand is considered -- next to Ireland -- as the most Catholic
country on the European Continent. As a matter of fact, 23
million of the Poplish population are baptized and practicing
their religion. The Church 4in Poland was alwayas an expression
of deep attachment. to naticnal culture and was a leading force

.in the centuries long struggle against the big neighboring

powers -- Cparist Russia, Austro-Hungary and Germany -- which
subjugated Poland for long periods.

The personality of the new Pope, as described by those who have
known him and followed his career, is much more colorful than
that of his immediate predecessor., On the one hand, having lived
most of his life in a Communist land, he is deeply conscious of
social and economic problems and also of the constant struggle
the Church has to lead against a regime which 1is committed to
atheism and to diminishing the role of religion in public life.
On the other hand, he is a man of solid theological and philo-
sophical education and author of many works on social and theo-
logical issues. One feature in his diography which is emphasized
by all 1is that in his adolescence, and even in maturity, he was
asgociated more with the life of workers than of priests. During
the Nazi occupation he wasg active in the Polish national under-
ground and immediately after the end of the war he worked in a
metal factory. '

One of his essays, traslated into several languages, is entitled
"Love and Sexuality." It is poiated out that he is rather out-
spoken on this delicate subject and urging equal rights of women
in concjugal and sexual 1life. He 1s also the author of a book on
the half-Jewish German philosopher Max Scheling, a colleague

of Prof. Max Horkheimer at Frankfurt University in the 20's.

The newly elected Pope played an active role in the Vatdican

during the last few years, and was & member of three Vatican
Congregations (or Ministries): education, cult, clergy. It is
assumed that he worked in full harmony with Cardinal Wyszynski

in the atruggle for the rights ¢f the Church and religious edu-
cation 4in Poland. It should be emphasized that in recent years
the Church in Poland stood up forcefully for eivil righte, against
censorship, and in many respects has been informally allied with
the dissident movement in Poland, which is particularly strong
among the youth.



The present Pope took part inm the latter phases of Vatican
Council II amd inm all the Synods since then. In the discus-
sions of the proposed Declaration on the Jews the Polish bighops
vere passive. Only one of them, Bishop Nowicki of Gdansk
(Danzig), spoke mildly in favor of the Declaration proposed

by Cardinal Bea. Neither Cardinal Wyszynski nor Cardimal Wojityla
said anything about it. However, Vojtyla came out very strongly
in favor of the Declaratfon on Religious Liberty, the major spon-
sors of which vere the American Bishops, This declaration has
been considered one ¢f the most importaent adopted by the Vatican
Council for the reason that it advocates two fundamental prin-
ciples: the freedom of religious exercise and the right of all
religlous groups to practice their beliefs. The latter point
was strongly combated by the conservatives at the Vatican Council,
and especially by some of the Italian cardinals, primarily
Cardinals Ottaviani and Siri, for the Declaration does not put
the Catholic religion -~ the "only true faith"™ -~ above other re-
ligions.

With regard to the attitude of the Polish Church toward the
Vatican Declaration on the Jews, there 1s no reasonm to doubt
that it was. fully accepted, although this declaration was not
implemented in Poland in the same way it was in other countries,
because the Polisk Church has beer too much engaged in its own
complicated situation and also because the Jewish population
there 18 so insignificant. It is known, however, that the
Polish Churches in other countries with large Polish popula-
tions -- such as France, Belgium, Germany =- urged the faithful
to an attitude towards Jews in the spirit of the Vatican de-
claration.

It 1s too soon to make any predictions as to the future course
af the new Pope. As far as we are concerned, it will be 4in-
tereasting to know whether Cardinal Willebrands, head of the
Secretariat for Christian Unity, to which the Religious Commission
on Jews is attached, will remain in this position., <Cardinal
Willebrands has been connected with Christian-Jewish relations
for many yeare, first as an Assistant to Cardinal Bea during the
Vatican Council, then as President of the Secretariat for
Christian Unity. The general surmise is that the new Pope will
try to act im the spirit of Paul VI and John XXIII on Christianm-
Jewish relaticns as in any other areas dealt with by the Vatican
Council.

At the same time there is a feeling that he will be rather
cautious and not take any drastic innovations in any direction.
This was indicated in his first address to the cardinals in
which he said: "I want to insist on the comstant importance
of Vatican Council IX. For us it 1is a formal obligation that
it be studfously put into effect. Is not the Council & mile~-



stone in the two-thousand year history of the Church, and
indeed in the religious and cultursl history of the world?..."

Speaking about implementation of Council actions, he gaid that
one must be "prudent and encouraging.” The entire speech was
delivered in a spirit aiming to reconcile conaervativa and
praogressive vings.

I an following develoﬁments in Rome closely and shall keep you
informed of anything interesting to us that might take place
in the near future.

¢c: Tanenbaum
EKarlikow
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date June 15, 1977
to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
from Murray Friedmanm,j
subject Anti-Jewish Refe'relnce in Catholic Funeral Ritual in Philadelphia

Ed Rosen called my attention to the above which I described in a letter to -
Msgr. Charles V. Devlin, Director of the Cardinal's COmmission-on Human Relations
here on April 11. You will be interested that on June 10, 1 received a com-
munication from Msgr. Devlin along with the enclosed Xerox copy of a letter to
Msgr. Devlin from George Forde, a member of the Cardinal's Commission, recommend1ing
that the matter be passed on to the Catholic Church's Liturgical Commission either
locally or nationally. Msgr. Devlin informs me that he ‘is fo]10w1ng up on this
suggestion of his Commlss1on

We'll see how this one comes o@tm
MF:T‘ s S R 2 --:-—- - .. _-.‘ o -
Enclosure '

cc: Edward H. Rosen )
Richard J. Fox : |
Paul S. Weinberg \_;1
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May 11, 1977

Rev. Msgr. Charles V. Devlin

Director, Cardinal's Commission
on Human Relations

Archdiocese of Philadelphia

222 North 17th Street

Philadelphia, Penna. 19103

Dear Msgr. Devlin:

We have reviewed, by telephone, the letter Murray

Friedman sent you under date of April 1llth, and which you sent

to me last week for comment. You did not send up the rite or
- page in question, but one of our members pointed out that the
passage is by Luke (Acts of the Apostles). It was our consensus
that this was not a matter for the Cardinal's Commission on Human
Relations, but rather for the Liturgical Commission, possibly not
the diocesan one butcthe national, if that is where this rite
originates, and also possibly with an expression of our concern
that it can be, as it has been in the past, misused for anti=-
semitic purposes and may, because of that history, requlre
current explanation if used at all.

It is clear we cannot change the Scriptures, 0ld or
New, but we must guard against their misuse, especially by those
who would apply their own private misinterpretation to thwart the
- Christian message. Perhaps a gentile could, living in an over-
whelmingly Jewish culture, be offended by refusal of a strict:
observer to ride or eat with him, or perhaps even to enter his
home on the Sabbath, but only because of a lack of understanding.



Page Two
Rev. Msgr. Charles V. Devlin
May 11, 1977

Similarly, we might be put off by "goy'" as the word is sometimes
used, but our own Faith teaches there is a difference between the
people specially called by God and all others, in fact, we now
also claim to have been called to a New Covenant.

The matter is beyond us as we are not biblical scholars.
Yet, the "Acts'" is full of references to '""The Jews'" and at various
times the term seems to include the Apostles as well. (And why not?
They were so Jewish as to have trouble deciding whether their gentile
converts ought to observe the Law of Moses.) It refers to Jews as
""devout men" as well as the people who rejected (at one time or
other) not only Jesus, but Moses, Joseph, and others. Nowhere is
there individual or collective guilt claimed or established beyond
the death of Christ for (not "by') all mankind. Christ, in the gospels
pleads with the Father to absolve in the absence of scienter and so
does Stephen when he is stoned to death by a scandalized mob. It
seems obvious that the Prophets and the Covenant of Moses could not
have been fulfilled in the Christian's understanding of it, if those
in charge had not acted as they did, and the New Testament points
out that their motives were often of the best or, at worst, human
jealousy borne of a passion for power over the people - never deicide
or anything remotely like it.

We must stand on the Declaration of the Relationship of
the Church to Non-Christian Religions at Vatican II, as well as sub-
sequent and similar pronouncements of the teaching authority of the
Church. We must repeatedly make it clear to our people that the
Jewish people remain special to God and any display of hate or dis-
tortion of His Scriptures to justify such display is a betrayal of
God.

Would you please refer this inquiry accordingly?

Sincerely yours,

“ Geqrge S. Forde, Jr,

GSF,Jr/mac

Encls.

cc: Rev, Msgr, Andrew J, McDevitt
Sr. Consuelo Maria, S.S.J.
Mr., Richard Hughes
Mrs. Donald Valois



EW YORK POST FRIDA'I" JUNE 8, 1979

Jewish leaders
praise the Pope’s

Auschwitz sermon

By MEL JUFFE

THE AMERICAN Jewish Committee today cabled Pope John Paul II to hail the | *

Pontiff's historic remarks about the Jewish victims of the Nazi concentration :

camp of Auschwitz.

John Paul's sermon yes-
terday at the death camp
complex in Poland was en-
thusiastically praised as “a
major document of really
historic dimensions"” by
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
a leading authority on Vati-
can-Jewish relations.

“With the possible excep-
tion only of Pope John
XXIIL"” said Tanenhaum,
“he is the first pope in mod-
ern  history who has
reacted in conscience and in
a direct, explicit way to the
magnitude of the suffering
of the six million Jewish
victims of Naziism."”

John Paul, who studied
for the priesthood in secret
while working in a German
forced-labor project in
Poland, singled out the

sufferings of the Jews, who -

made up the majority of
Auschwitz’s four million
victims.

His visit to Auschwitz,
where Catholic priests were
second in number only to
Jews as Nazi victims, was
g}? first by a reigning pon-

“In particular I pause
with you before the inscrip-
tion in Hebrew,” said John
Paul, gesturing toward a
memorial plagque.

“This inscription awa-
kens the memory of the
people whose sons and
daughters were intended
for total extermination.

“This people draws its
origin from Abraham, our
father in faith, as was ex:

by Paul of Tarsus,”

pressed
John Paul said.

(The pope at that point in
his homily, said Tanen-
baum, who was the only
rabbi present as a consult-
ant during Vatican Council
II, was using “theological
language to describe the
rootedness of Christianity
in Juidaism and the com-
mon spiritual bonds that
link Christians and Jews. It
is a deeply emotional wa;)
of expressing solidarity.”)

John Paul wt‘le:;.t on: “Tha:
very people t received
from God the command-
ment “Thou shalt not kill’ it-

Nauonal Inler rellotaus Director of the Amencan

Jewish Committee

"l'he American Jewish Committee is deeply
moved and heartened by the words and symbolic

acts of Your Holiness In honoring the memory of i
the miilions of victims of Nazi beastiality, in par- i
ticular the nearty 3,000,000 Jews whose lives were

destroyed in the crematoria of Auschwitz.
" Your reverant kneelling before the Hebrew and g

other inseri

ptions and your
ence to the killing of milllons of Jews and other

rejection of indiffer-

human beings In Auschwitz — the vilest and most
Inhuman death camp of all the Nazi murder facto-
ries — is 2 powerful synbololmonleonsclenee H

Hllt is of historic

God’s human family deserve our most heartfelt
and appreciative response.

Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum

glous liberty and human rights for all members of ,

against
tion of rell-

tfully,

measure what is meant by
killing.

“It is not permissible for
anyone to pass by this in-
scription with indiffer-
ence."”

Tanenbaum, a main
author of the AJC cable,
said, “I find that last line a
significant st?tement.

“In much of the dialogue
that takes phace between
Christians and Jews — in
the Vatican and elsewhere
— Jewish leaders quite le-
gitimately raise the ques-
tion of why the churches
stood by silently in Germa-
ny, in Poland and else
where when they knew the
Jewish people were being
systematically exterminat-
ed. Why were they so indif-
ferent to the value of Jew-
ish life?

“I take this statement by
Pope John Paul II as a re-
sponse to those questions.
He has gone on record that
it is his personal policy that
it is no longer permissible
to pass by ‘with indiffer-
ence' to the slaughter of
Jews or of any other
human beings.

“We applaud and warmly
welcome that

3 _ forthright
self experienced in a special statement of conscience.

He's not only an extraor
dinary spiritual leader, he's
also a great humanist of
deep conscience, I expect he;
will be one of the great:
moral leaders in the inte!
national community in th
decades ahead.”

Tanenbaum was outspo-
llgenl in comparing John'

'aul favorably with Pope:
Paul VI, whoyin 1875 “re-:
ferred to the suffering o
the Jewish people in only
vague and general way
Paul touched on the trag
edy, but didn't penetrate t
the heart of it in the way :
John Paul has just done. ~ :

“But part of the reason,
one has to say quite frank- :
ly, is that there has been a |
long tradition of anti-Jew- :
ish attitudes in certain
quarters of the Vatican and
in parts of the Roman
Catholic Church. And those
with such attitudes have
persistently refused to face
the destructive result of
anti-Semitism, especially in
the Nazi holocaust.

“l1 regard John Paul's
statement as a reversal of
that tradition of indiffer-
ence and a return to the
eompassion of Pope John

E
}'

”




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE.

date October 18, 1978
to Bert Gold
from Irving Levine :

subject Some Background material on Pope John Paul I

I spoke to Eugene Ku51eTew1cz the executive director of the Kosciuszko
Foundation yesterday about what he knew about the new Pope's personality and
about the Pope's views on Jews and other related issues.

It turns out that Dr. Kusielewicz has had an on-going relationship with

the former Krakow Cardinal. He describes him as a man with a very sharp brain.

He thinks he is quite brilliant and sensitive. He also describes him as
“open" and "humanitarian."” While this might be Dr. Kusielewicz's Polish pride
talking and may be somewhat exaggerated, there is the likelihood of much
substance to his analysis. He is one of the few Americans who have spent

many hours with the new Pope and on a number of different occasions.

‘Dr. Kusielewicz said that the Pope's experience as an actor put him in
touch with many non-conformists as a young man. While he may be a church
traditionaiist, he nas mixed Treeiy witn many difTerent types of individuais
and he is far from a rigid man. Dr. Kusielewicz feels that the Pope will be
open to diversity. - ' =

Dr. Kusielewicz thinks the press has exaggerated the new Pope's role
as a fervent anti-communist. The new Pope has actually been very much the
diplomat with good relationships to Polish government officials. He gained
many concessions for the church through moderation, not through act1v1sm,
according to Dr. Kusielewicz.

Regarding the Pope's relationships with Jews and the Jewish community,
on only one occasion did Dr. Kusielewicz speak to him about Jews. This was
a few years ago on the controversal cemetery issue. The Warsaw Jewish
Cemetery was to be bulldozed for a highway and other Jewish cemeteries were
threatened by neglect and by urban planning. Cardinal Wojtyla was very
sympathetic to Jewish pleas to save the cemeteries and was enthusiastic about
a plan for Catholic church guardianship over them. Whether the Cardinal

actually intervened with government officials was not known to Dr. Kusielewicz.

Dr. Kusielewicz has been invited to be a member of the American delegation
at Pope John Paul . ronation,
M;%/, aul II's coronation
IML:it
cc: Marc Tannenbaum
~ Abe Karlikow
Mort Yarmon
Morris Fine.
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Pope J ohn Paul 11 and the J ews

"Pape@hq. PM I % m"faus ‘- ;‘aubk Ldar_(d G.L.) 4//:7’7?

By Rabbi BenudWembemr
Pope John Paul I is about to conchide

aspnﬂua]pllg:'magetol’ohndthﬂtls_

anywhere in the world.

Hshasmm&dmillwnstohmpnhhc
mass celebrations and to his homilies.

It would be remarkable even if it took

place in the free world. The fact that he
was able to muster such multitudes in a

eom.mumstbhcwum.ry:slmﬂmwne .

of religious fervor the likes of which our
generation has not seen. -

Pt " have ded with such
warmth and exuberance to one of their
own who has attained the courted and

that, ‘is' the -symbol of the power of
religion to' liberate them fmm political
oppression.

His relative youth and vigor displayed
thmushoul. his grueling public appear-

-ances.-in Poland. gave the Catholics

in Poland & new “zest and vitality that
resulted in spontaneous outbursts of
adoration during the Pope's appearan-
ces. But the Pope's public- utterances -
were more than inspirational homilies
on religius subjects. They were, in fact,

.serious challenges to the Communist

ideologies that dominate Polish life.

'I'hey confronted directly the Communist
’ rights

tor basic h
n.nd rélax their stranglehold grip on the

liberties of the Polish people particular-
- ly the large Catholic Community.

. There can be no doubt that from a
personal point of view, the Pope has
scored a remarkable individual victory

and respect that goes beyond the
esteem of the faithful Catholic com-
munity. All peoples who value h

Norultmpmngthattbe Polish

exalted position of ‘‘prince of the -
" church'’ and heir to Peter. The Pope-is
. anational hero to the Poles and, beyond

and has given the Papacy anew dignuity * -

, “those who recel\rod fmm G-d the
' commandment Thou shalt not kill and
isuffered killing as other nations did -
not.”" But, after acknowledging the
Pope's contributi ival of the
Auschwitz memory, we have to offer the
- sober thought that the cti
"~ 'in the Jewish community was totally out
of proportion to the significance of the

event.

the Interreligious Department of
r:he.ﬁmerll:an Jeisa Committee and a
-\participant at + -~ Tcumenical ‘'Con-
ference convened by Pope John XXM .
has_arrogated to himself the right to

speak in_behalf of the total Jewish
community. He virtually exhausted all

of some -

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum, Director of --:

-my ‘birthplace in Poland I visited
Auschwitz, I was moved to tears when
“the taxi driver who drove me to

a Aus:hwiu. a non-Jew, refused to enter

+ ingide with me. When I 'asked him why,
“be explained that he had lost some
member of his family in Auschwitz and
hemuldnmmthnplm But, hetoo

g d that the Jewish el t in

Avischwitz was of a different dimension
and quality and could not be equated
- with his own personal sufhnns

¥ Furthermore, Tannenbaum is full of
praise for the Pope's ‘‘rejection of
indifference,’’ which might imply that
‘ the Pope was condemning the indiffer-

-_ ence of the Catholic Church at the time

= that Europe was permeated with the
e e g e

““The only way to explain that sf_ienag is that the Church believed
. at the tinie that Jews “deserved” the punishment because of their
" rejection of the Christian Messiah: Church doctrine was seen as -
i being vindicated, and Jews had incurred the wrath of G-d for the
failure to accept ﬂmﬂlmﬁnnteucfa‘nngdﬂleaﬁsm savior.” -

-

I#

‘of the adjectives available ‘in the
dictionary to hail the great event of the
Pope's visit to Auschwitz.

We can appreciate the desire to
initiate friendly mlatwns with the
Vatican and we wel : the exp

-
y

“ odor of Jewish bodies being bu.madnt
. Auschwitz . .

Whu.mnl'ope mdm"l&isnot
parmmubleﬁornnyonempusbythu

- inseription  with indifference.”” ‘What

of recogmition of a gmrl deed by -the’
Pope. But the of his

and giving transcendent importance to
his token symbolic action is a gross
m.ls'sad.w.g of the event and a perver-
sion of justice, and even a desecration
of the hallowed memones oi thme who

perished

Rabbi Tannenbaui cahled the Pope -

the following message: ‘‘The American

the Pope’s forthrightness and outspoken
battlecry in behalf of oppressed people,

the world over. The favorable and .

exhaustive. media coverage on °the
Pope's visit surely helped get the
message across to the most remote
corners of the world.

But the Pope is soon to leave Poland
and return to the Vatican, and the
Polish people will return to their daily
routine. It is easy to specilate that the

dominant Communist regime is likely to -

demonstrate that it is still in full control
of that country.
[ntheahMrun,at}am it can be
assumed thdt some display of muscle by
the Communists will bring oppmaive
measures to bear on the Polish peop

rights and human dignity will applaud .

Jewish C ittee is deeply moved and
heartened by the words and symbolic
acts of your holiness in honoring the
memory of the million of victims of Nazi
bestiality, in particular the nearly
3,000,000 Jews whose lives were des-
troyed in the crematoria of Auschwitz.
Your reverent kneeling before the
Hebrew and other inscriptions and your
rejedwnofmdnﬂ'emncetothel‘ "ing of
millions of Jews and other human

- beings in Auschwitz is a powerful

ymbol of moral
historic ~

I find this kind ofobsequmus servility
exaggerated and offensive, and plainly
unjustified. The fhict of the matter is
that the Pope carefully and astutely
avmded any reference to-Jews. The

that is.of

Many will suffer pain and punishment
for their exuberance for the Pope. And
undoubtedly there will be those who will
wonder whether they might not have
been better off if the Pape hadn't come,-
while many of the church officials’ will
assure them that the burden they will

to *‘the people who draw their

urlg'm from J\hrahn.m our father in faith
as was expressed by Paul of Tarsus"

* could apply just as well to the Ayatollah

Khomeini and the followers of Islam. It

. is a.pity that the Pope so studiously

. avoided the clear reference to the

“historic fact of Jewish torfure and

now avel.obeummorethm.,. ded
byt.& revoluhont.huthe Pope's visit.
will have begun:

The-#eéal test, oioourse will be how
consistent ‘the Vatican will be in
‘following through on the challenge to

tb,eCnmmunmtsthntwummedby-

the Pope's visit.

In retrospect, the most wgm.ﬁcanl.
aspect of the Pope's visit, that will
remain vivid in the minds of all people

throughout the world, was his visit to

 Auschwitz, where 4 million 1

exter o R

Tannenbaum too: followed the Pope's
lead and speaks .of '‘the reverant
lmeehng beiore ‘Hebrew. and: other
inscriptions,’’ and the referénce to “‘the
ummsoEthamn]n;andmpm
lar- 3,000,000 Jews" ‘is a terrible
affrontery -that distinguishes Jewish
sufféring from other people’s suffering
tmly in l.erm.n of the numerical differen-

Wh!:tnhmendouummrmgauf

P

perished in the most bsrbmce:per—

ience in the annals of human history. It--

surely moved everyone to view the Pope

.offering a privete prayer in the cell

where a Catholic priest voluntarily gave
up his life the save another Pole who
was the father of two children. .

Nor could anyone fail to be touched
by the recognition by the Pontiff of

quate a global
memmutheganmdalmmmmon
of every living Jew with the suffering of
lhosenamelswhoweremmplymthe
way of the Nazis in carrying out their

plan. It offends our sensitivity to hear =~ -
Jews following this pattern of subvert-

ing the darkest chapter in recorded
history for the sake of politeness.
I recall that in 1970 during a visit to

" i Auschwitz and meditate on

7 that is.that one ought to visit
! “how far
hatred can go and how far man's
destruction of man can go, how far
‘cruelty can go.” All of which says
- nothing about the special scourge of
ant:»Sem.nm and the al:l.ampted geno-
{:de of Jews.

The *Pope's visit and the Pope's
- speeches did, in fact, do nothing to
~answer the basic issue of the Church's
silence in the face of its awareness of

P1ga 1

‘incurred the wrath of G-d for the failure
{to accept the Christian teaching and the
Christian Saviour. The theology of
-Catholic thought of that day saw in the
holocuast the fulfillment of Christologi-
‘cal teachings *‘On the perfidious Jews.""

T Even after the fall of Nazism there
was still the belief that G-d's wrath had
" been satisfied by the bers destroy-
.ed and that even if the entire body of
-the Jewish people was not decimated
its obduracy of spirit was surely broken.

It was only after the rebirth of the
State of Israel and the rejuvenation of
-the Jewish people throughout the world

. that Catholic theclogy had to be

-reexamined to view the holocaum froma
deferent perspective. This review cul-

d in the E 1 effort initiat-
edbyPopeJohn)DﬂIIInmnm
ble in Catholic doctrine to

“know what that ﬁqeology currently says
about Jews, but it surely must recognize
that the clm]lenge to the eternal
of the Jewish pecple attempt-

ed by Nazism has failed abysmally.
Karol Wojtyla who returned to his
native Poland as Pope John Paul I was
8 young man -during that period of
. infamy wh,en millions were led like
cattle to' Auschwitz. He undoubtedly
was nurtured in the tradition of Polish
anti-Semitism that saw in the destruc-
tion of the Jewish people a challenge to

their basic humanitv.

Nevertheless, his record du.n.ng his

- maturity is a tribute to his basic decency

as a resistance fighter against the
Nazis. He demonstrated rare courage
iinst the C ists’" in his later
)"BI.I‘S most motably when he ascended to
*, hisrank of Cardinal of Cracow. We have
' every reason to hope that under his
 leadership the Papacy will indeed
become a potent and dominani woice

! against all forms of tyranny.

what the fires of the cr ia at
|Auschwitz were burning. That remains
as an indelible stain of indifference at

human suffering unparalleled in human. '
‘history

The only way to explain that silence is
that the Church believed at the. time
“that Jews “‘deserved’’ the punishment
L of their rejy of the Christ-
ian Messiah. Church doctrine was seen
as being vindicated, and that Jews had

We surely- cannot visit upon him
responsibility for the actions of those
who preceeded him. But it would be a
grave error to allow a symbolic gesture
of minute significance in terms of the
past to alter the basic facts of history.
All we can hope for is to'see it as a
m,g'na] of a more enlightened Papacy,
parhcular!y in terms of its attitude to

| Jews, in the future.

" Smiles and interest show on the faces of “refusnik” children as the:
watch a play performed by their parents at Moscow's unofficial Jewish
“gan™ (kindergarten), in a photo obtained by tha Student Struggle for
Saviet Jewry and Union of Counclls for Soviet Jews.
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The Pope,

By Rabhi Marc H. Tanenbaum

NEW YORK, (JTA) — Religion
is more caught than taught, the
Anglican divine Dean Inge once
wrote. If there is truth to that
maxim — as 1 believe there is —
Pope John Paul I seems to have
*‘caught’’ favorable attitudes
toward the Jewish people and
Judaism from his mother, and
that may prove to be more
promising for the future of
Catholic-Jewish relations under
his Papacy than anything that he
might have been taught.

As the media have abundantly’
documented, Pope John Paul was
born and raised in a desperately
poor family in the northern Italian
village of Canale d'Agordo.To eke
out a living for his family, his
father became a migrant
bricklayer in Switzerland, and
then returned to an island north of
Venice, where he worked as a
glass artisan. To help sustain her
family, Albino Luciano's mother
worked as a maid in the household
of a Jewish family.

In March 1977, at a meeting of
the joint Vatican-International
Jewish Committee concerned
with Catholic-Jewish relations,
Cardinal Luciani saw fit to recall
his mother’s experiences as deep-
ly formative of his own personal
attitudes toward Jews. The af-
fable Cardinal warmly recalled
that the Jewish family was very
kind to Mrs. Luciani and their
faith in Judaism greatly impres-
sed her. The Cardinal said that his
mother passed her respect for
that Jewish family and their
religion on to him, and he added,
he traces his warm feelings
toward Judaism to that childhood

experience.

Bishop Francis Mugavero, of
Brooklyn, N.Y., who attended the
March 1977 meeting, recently said
that the group could feel that Car-
dinal Luciani had warm and
respectiul feelings toward Jews
and Judaism and "he meant it.”
He was also “‘very much ‘with it’
in terms of understanding the
cause of promoting respect
between Catholics and Jews.”

Anti-Nazi Resistance

During World War II, Don
Albino Luciani, then a young
seminarian and teacher in Bel-
luno, visited prisoners im Nazi
jails and was “‘an indefatigable
pastor” morally supporting par-
tigans in the anti-Nazi resistance.
Don Albino's anti-fascism was
consonant with Dr. Lucy
Dawidowicz' description of the at-
titudes of the Italian people
toward Jews under the Nazi
regime. She writes in her classic
study, “The War Against the
Jews: 1939-1945:"

“‘In Italy, the Catholic
hierarchy behaved like the
Italians...The overwhelming
cooperation that the Italians gave
their Jewish compatriots (was)..-
.the consequence of the repudia-
tion of anti-Semitism and the
commitment to unconditional
equality.” She added that the
Italians remained unresponsive to
German demands to deport Jews.
(The 8,000 Jews in Italy who were
annihilated were mainly
destroyed by the Nazis.)

Given the philosemitic nurture
he received from his mother and
his own encounter with
Nazi bestiality, it is not surprising

that in 1975, as Cardinal Luciani,

-he tock part in an interreligious

observance in Venice com-
memorating the six millien
Jewish victims of Nazi genocide
and millions of other human be-
ings destroyed by the Nazis. Ac-
cording to the London Jewish
Chronicle, Cardinal Luciani then
condemned anti-Semitism, ex-
pressed his horror over the Nazi
massacres, and pledged to lend
his efforts to uproot the sources of
anti-Jewish hatred in Christian
cultures.

That deeply human and em-
pathic appreciation of both the
grandeur and the tragedy of
Jewish life - apparently carried
over to Cardinal Luciani’s spon-
taneous ing of the im-
portance of Israel to the Jewish
people. In an interview that he
gave to Maariv Dec. 8, 1972, he.
declared: “I certainly view

after being dispersed for all these
years, they are at least entitled to
a state of their own."”

While noting that there were
those in the Cathelic Church who
believed that the modern-day
Jewish state contradicted one of

Christianity’s historic dogmas; ing

which viewed the wretched state.
of the Jews among nations as a
punishment for not accepting
Jesus as Messiah, the Cardinal
told Maariv:

“1, however, do not view the
nlumdthe.lewhhm!ahih'

land today as a contradiction of
any religious principle of
Christianity. It
perbaps,contradict... traditional
beliefs prevalent in the Christian
world over the centuries, but that
can be overcome.” And, as if for
emphasis, he added, “'For my
part, I have no doubt that there is
a link between the Jews and
Palestine.” Turning to the issue
of Jerusalem, Cardinal Luciani
stated that (Christian) “pilgrims
returning from Jerusalem said
they were very satisfied...The

" Church does not wish to control

Jerusalem, only to worship in the
holy places.”

His views then seem to an-
ticipate the present policy of the
Holy See which has recently aban-
doned the traditional position of
calling for the internationaliza-
tion of the city of Jerusalem, ad-
vocating instead an international
statute that would give extrater-
ritorial status to all holy places.

The practical implications of
Pope John Paul’s direct and open
feelings toward Jews and Israel
were perhaps most clearly
reflected at his first weekly

audience on Sept. 6, 1978

general .

when the Pontiff asked the cheer-
crowd of some 10,000 to pray
for "‘a speical intention very close
by my heart’ — that “'a just and
complete peace’” may emerge
from the Camp David summit
talks. Such a “‘just solution” could

the problems of '‘the Palesti-

does,

The Jews & Israel

nians, the security of Israel, and
the holy city of Jerusalem'" were
solved, This conflict, he added,
“which has been fought for more
than 30 years in the land of Jesus
has already caused so many vie-
tims and so much suffering, both
among Arabs and Israelis.”

This is the first time that any
Pope has spoken in such balanced

terms about Arabs and Israelis, ~

and it is certainly the first clear
and unambiguous recognition by
any recent Pope of the needs of
“the security of Israel."

Pope John Paul, as is evident
from his writings and recent
pronouncements, articulates
orthodox Catholic doctrine
regarding evangelization as the
first priority of the Church, speaks
of “'the uniqueness of the Catholic
Church,” and embraces “‘all peo-
ple in the world...as brothers and
sisters in Christ Jesus.”' Those
are heady theological doctrines
with problematic implications for
Jews, Protestants, and others
among the world's four billion
peoples who do mot share his
religious comummitment.

As Patriarch of Venice,
John Paul took a tough stand
against Catholic collaboration
with Communists, urging that
Catholics not vote for Com-
munists or pro-Communist
Socialists, It remains to be seen
what impact the new Pope's anti-
Communist view will have on the
recent Vatican policy of
promoting detente with the Soviet
Union and East European Com-
munist countries.

~ Airport Tax Seems
Likely To Stay

New Hebrew High School
For Foreign Students
The Jewish Education Program
announced this week the opening
of a freshman high school class

abolish the IL140 airport taX, im- for Russian and Israeli students.

posed on departing passengers,
which has been abolished in most
countries, according to Yoram
Blizovsky, director of Israel’s
Tourism Administration,

The administration, a branch of
the Ministry of Industry, Trade
and Tourism, is not to
compensate the Airport Authority
for the loss of income from this
tax, which last year amounted to
more than IL110m., he pointed
out.

Blizovsky was one of a panel of |

tourism experts at a press con-
ference given to the International
Federation of Travel Writers (FI-
JET) at the Dan Hotel here.

In reply to a question about the
easing of restrictions on charter
flights last year, he said that of
Israel in 1977, 820,000 came by air,

" Of these, 33,000 came by
flights, but despite that the
restrictions were relaxed only to
a slight degree.

This year's charter arrivals are
expected to touch 40,000, largely
as a result of the further relaxa-

Rabbi Mendel Epstein, Menahel
of the Bais Yaakov of Flatubsh,
has assumed the administrative

ibilities of this Yeshiva,
BINOS SARA. Classes will be held
at the Agudath Israel of Flatbush,
1302 Ocean Parkway, which is
headed by Rabbi Meyer

-

A fly-over bridge has been opened to the general trafic on the Tel-Aviv

, Credit must go to
Rabbi Avnér German for his as-
sistance in getting this school
started

The boys' group will be headed
by Rabbi Raphael Loeb of
Yeshiva Shaarei Emunah. It will
be held at Cong. Lev Someach 674
East 2nd Street, thanks to the
graciousness of Rabbi Yitzchok
Ashkenazi,

Both classes will have a full
Hebrew and English department,

geared to the level of these stu- - -

dents.

tions, as of November, of restric- Ramat Gan border, This is part of a project trying to solve the urban

tions, to include flights from all
European countries.

The question of outgoing
charters for Israelis is being
studied, Blizovsky added.

Charters from Canada are now
under megotiation, but depend on
the Ottawa authorities’ agree-
ment to grant additional landing
rights to El Al as well as
Montreal.

problems of the traffic in the Tel-Aviv area.

{Photo by Israel Sun)

El Al spokesman Rafi Har-Lev

* said that the national airline has

not finally decided to purchase the
European Airbus to augment its
fleet, because various plane
manufacturers, including
Lockheed, were competing for the
Israeli market.

He added that as of mid-
November this year, El Al will
have its own charter company,
which expects to serve Israelis as
well as foreign tourists. El Al's
707s will. introduce- a so-called
vacation class, in which Israelis
will be able to fly to the U.S. and
back for as little as $499.

Prisoner Of Conscience,
Threal_eed With Draft

. ssaudnsmi‘ « 1g28eq

EpLL]

Former Prisoner of Conscience,
Anatoly Malkin, was asked lo<
report to the Moscow dralt office ©w
on October 13, 1978, with his per-«
sonal belongings it was learned by
the Greater New York
Conference on Soviet Jewry.

Malkin, a religious Jew, was
sentenced in 1975 to three years in _[3
a Soviet labor camp for “draft x4
evasion.” The charges, a common =
Soviet response to those who
choose to emigrate, stemmed
from Maikin's application for a
visa and subsequent renounciation
of Soviet citizenship and adoption
of Israeli citizenship.

According the Margy-Ruth
Davis, Executive Director of the
Greater New York Conference on
Soviet Jewry, “‘Arbitrary use of

Pope conscription has become a typical

form of Soviet harassment. How
someone who has renounced
citizenship in a country can be
subject to the draft is, of course, a
question which Soviet authorities
choose to ignore. Malkin has
already served his time, and these
new attempts to imprison him on
the same charges are unwar-
ranted and anjustified.”

After serving his sentence,
Malkin was released and later ap-
plied to emigrate.” According to
our information,"” states Ms.
Davis, “‘Malkin has been ordered
to bring his personal effects with
him to the draft office next
month. We fear that this could
mean that his is to be drafted.”

ISRAELI
CLASSIFIED
SECTION

CLASSIFIED ADS MAY
NOW BE GIVEN IN
_ ISRAEL AND PAID IN
LIROT—CALL OR WRITE:
ISRAEL JEWISH PRESS !
P.0, 48 BEIT DAGAN 50200

108A FURN /UNF APT RENT

BAYIT VEGANA rm furn apl, beavt
view, spaciovs. Inquire in lirasl 053-
1552, In U.5. 859-9267

JERUSALEM-Ramat Eshkel 2 br apl,
furn, avail Nev leng/shrt term,
French HiN, 3 br, unfurn (Now). 427+
8574 Tel Aviv 93411573

JERUSALEM-Rehavia. beaut 3 bdrm,
Ige livrm, I bathi, c/heat, telephons,
fully furn. 212-241-4114

JERUSALEM-Furn ap® avail till after
Succod,
124510203

furn 1 bdrm apt, avail new, (712)13-
3736 Jraim 810404

JERUS-Kiryst Moshe, rent beaut furn
Surmarcmgf hert term option fo
buy ave (112)448-2078
JERUSALEM-Ramat Eshkal, furn 3
bdrm apt, Oct 1 to Juoe 30 79, (112)254-
8601 or In Israel 02-813-78

* KATAMOMN-besut spac fully furn |
bdrm apt in guiet pleasant
in Jerusalem for rent,

neighborheod
call Mira 212-484-5327
L pmne o1 s

B'NE} BRAK-) bdrm, ar tranip & Tl

Aviv, amenities, 310,000 finan, pess,
Judah (114M71-61240

ROOM Avail for Sagi, Pvt hse, Orth
enly, Refy, 15 Day. LEIBNER, # Six
Day $1, Jerusim 02312391




New Pope says mother disposed
- him toward friendship for Jews

By MARC H. TANENBAUM
(Rabbi Tanenb ional interreligious affairs
director of the American j.rwh Committee, is a
leader in Jewish-Christian relations and was re-
cently voted among the "ten most vespected and
influential religious leaders in America” in a poll
of newspaper writers.)

Religion is more caught than taught, the
Anglican divine Dean Inge-once wrote. If
there is truth to that maxim — as [ believe
there is — Pope John Paul 1 seems to have
“caught" favorable attitudes toward the
Jewish people. and Judaism from his
muther, and that may prove to be more
promising for the future of Catholic-Jewish
relations under his Papacy than anything
that he might havé been taught.- -

As the media have abundantly
documented. Pope John Paul was born and
raised’in a desperately poor family in the
northern ltalian village of Canale
d'Agordo. To eke out a living for his fam-

ily, his father became a migrant bricklayer.

in Switzerland, and then returned to an is-
land north of Venice where he worked as a
glass artisan. To help sustain her family,
Albino Ludiani's mother worked as a maid
in the household of a Jewish family.

Mother’s respect for Jews
In March 1977, at a meeting of the joint
Vatican-International Jewish Committee
" concerned with Catholic-Jewish, relations,
Cardinal Luciani saw fit to* recall his
mother's experience as deeply formative of
his own personal amitudes toward Jews.
The affable Cardinal warmly recalled that
the Jewish family was very kind to Mrs. Lu-
ciani,. and their faith in Judaism gready
impressed her. The Cardinal said that his
mother passed her respect for that Jewish
family and their religion on to him, and he
added, he traces his warm feelings toward
Jusaism to that childhood experience.
Bishop Francis Mugavero, of Brooklyn,
N.Y., who attended the March 1977 meet-
ing, recently said that the group could feel
that Cardinal Luciani had warm and re-
spectful feelings toward Jews and Judai

‘with it' in terms of understanding ihe
cause of promonr’lg respect - between
Catholics and Jews.”

During World War 11, Don Albmo Lu-
ciani, then a young seminarian and teacher
in Belluno, visited prisoners in Nazi jails
and was “an indefatigable pastor” support-
ing morally partisans in the anti-Nazi resis-
ance. Don Albino's anti-fascism was con-
sonant with Dr. Lucy Dawidowicz' descrip-
ton of the attitudes of the lalian people
toward Jews under the Nazi regime. She
writes in her classic study, The War Against
the Jews: .:'93?-1945. on page 358:

Repudiation of anti-Semitism

“In Italy, the Catholic hierarchy behaved
like the lwlians. ... The overwhelming
cooperation ‘that the [walians gave their
Jewish compatriots (was) ... the conse-
quence of the repudiation uf anti- Scm:usm

" hatred in Christian culture.

That deeply human and émpathlc ap—,

preciation of both the grandeur and the
_tragedy of Jewish life apparently- carried
over to Cardinal Luciani's spontaneous
understanding of the importance of Israel
to the Jewish people. In an interview that
he gave to Maanv, the influental Israch
newspaper on December 8, 1972, Cardinal
Luciani declared:

“I certainly view favorably the return of
the Jews to Palestine, and believe that, after
being dispersed for all these years, they are
at last entitled 1o a state of their own.”

Saw no contradiction :
While noting that there were those in the
Catholic Church who believed that the
modern-day Jewish state contradicted one
of -Christianity’s historic dogmas which
viewed the wreiched state of - the Jews
among nations as a punishment for not ac-

g Jesus as Messiah, the Cardinal told

and the comm o unc 4 P
equality.” " Maariv:
An old Jewish community, Dr.

. Dawidowicz adds, the ltalian Jews since the

Emancipation had been fully accepted so-
mll} and economically into Italian society.
Ant-Semitism was not a serious threat to

the Fascist regime when some 57,000 Jews
lived in ltaly, about 10,000 of whom were
refu, from Germany and Austria. Dr,

Dawidowicz asserts that the Italians re- -

mained unresponsive to German demands
to deport Jews. (The 8,000 jew; in Italy
who were an ted were mainly de-
stroyed by the Nazis.) :

Given the philosemitic nurture he re-
ceived from his mother and his own per-
sonal encounter with Nazi bestiality, it is
not surprising thatin 1975, as Cardinal Lu-
ciani, the new Pope John Paul ok part in

an interreligious observance in  Venice —.of calling for the i

commemorating the six million _]eulsh vic-
tims of Nazi genocide and millions of other
human beings destroyed by the Nazis, Car-
dinal Luciani then condemned anti-
Semitism, expressed his horror over the

and “he meant iL” He was also “very much

Israel: The Challenge of the Fourth Decade,

“by Alon Ben-Meir, Cyrco Press, New York

and London. 3

Why is it that Israel, blessed with what
may be the highest ratio of intellectualism
and idealism of any country in the world

uon

Nazi’ res, and pledged to lend his ef-

_ lialian Jews, even during the early years of

-

“I, however, do not view the return of
the Jewish people to its land today as a con-
tradiction of any religious principle of
Christianity. It does, perhaps, contradict
... traditional beliéfs prevalent in the
Christian world over The centuries; but that
can be overcome.” And, as if for emphasis,
he added,

“For my part, | have no doubt that there
is a link between the Jews and Palestine.”

Turning to the issue of Jerusalem, Car-
dinal Luciani stated that (Christian) ﬂ-
grims returning from [erusalem said they
were very satisfied. ... The Church does
not wish to control Jerusalem, only to wor-
ship in the holy places.”

His views then seem to anticipate the

nt policy of the Holy See which has
recently abandoned the traditional position
tionalization of the
city of Jerusalem, ddvocating instead anin-
ternational statute that would give ex-
traterritorial status to all holy places.

The pracucal implications of PoperJohn
Paul’s direct and open feelings toward Jews
and Israel were perhaps most clearly re-

forts 1o uproot the sources of and-Jewish  flected in his first public reference. to the

Multi-party chaos, neglect of social gap
seen basis of Israel’s problems ahead

Itis this system, he says, that stifles politi-
cal maturity and prevents the country's best

minds from focusing as effecdvely on Is-

rael’s problems with her neighbors as on
some of her internal affairs.
Ben-Melr, while an admirer of Prime

.and str

ly successful in ed
socialist experimenta-

military effectiveness,

has been a dismal fail-

ure in world diplo-
macy and public rela-

& dons?

The author of this

~ Alon Beo-Meir - future unless Israel's
diplomatic and political abilities catch up
quickly with her singular achievements in
other fields. He has a theory for Israel's
one-sided development. He blames the
political system that precludes 2 majority
government in parliament based on a
majority consensus. He blames the propor-
tional representation system that frag-

ments Israel's political system, dooming .
any government to dependence on the veto -

power of some small group able to topple
any government over a single, often minor,

tion, agriculture and

Mi Menahem Begin, to.whom he de-
dicates his book, is emphatically non-
partisan in holding that Israel had the op-
portunity after the 1967 war of solving her
Arab problem and that the present gov-
ernment has yet to reverse the blind path
of its predecessors. But he has faith in
in and believes that his elevation to
leadership will help Israel to deal with the
Arabs.
Israel's great mistake, he insists, was 10
equate the Arab Palestinians with the PLO,

‘. The false riotion, he fears, has béen father
to the fact that many Palestinians and the’

outside world are being misguided by that
perception. He contends that many oppor-
tunities occurred after 1967 and especially
after. King' Hussein destroyed the PLO in

_Jordan for Israel to take the initiative and

persuade the Palestinian Arabs that their
best hope for self-determination lay in
cooperation with Israel.

This reviewer can testify 1o the truth of
the author's contention that Israeli official-
dom has been blind to the o portunities
for alienating the West Bank and Gaza

. Arabs from terroristic leadership. In 1967,

he sought cooperation from Israeli of-
fidaldom for an expose of the Shub.iry

PLO leadership. In possession of some
facts linking Shukairy with Nasser funclmg
through UNRWA officials as transmitters,
he sought additional facts known by him to
be in Israeli possession as the résult of the

seizure of two Gaza banks during the war. -

One Israeli official approached by this
reviewer said that the facts would be more
valuable in bringing UNRWA to terms

‘than in an expose t at’ might reach the

mass media in America. Another, in the
diplomatic service, said: “Forget about
UNRWA and the Palestinians for at least
five years. Everything that could be said on
the subject has already been said by us on
the floor of the UN. Time will take care of
the problem.”

While Ben-Meir considers the Palestin-

fan Arabs as the central problem of Israel's

future, he deals boldly with all of the major
Israeli internal problems that bear on Is-
rael's effectiveness in coping with her dip-
lomatic isolation. _
Thus he offers a sharp analysis of Israel’s

failure to involve its underprivileged -

Sephardi majority sufficiently in her
economy and her wnal texture, and he
deals as sharply with the flaws in the essen-
tial relationship between lsrael and the

Jews of the world, especially America, spar-

ing the faults of neitheér.

A chapter on Israel's inadequacies in
public reIi‘auom states the case lucidly and
irrefutably, but it may have been given gre-
ater importance than it deserves.

Middle East situation since he became
Pope. At his first weekly general audience
on September 6, 1978, the Pontiff asked
the chccri.ng crowd of some 10,000 people
to pray for “a specul intention very close o
my hcart — that “a just and complete

peace” may emerge from the Camp David

summit talks.

Against collaboration with Gomxﬁunim
Such a “just solution” could come about,

the Pope said, only if the problems of “the

Palestinians, the sccumy of Israel, and the
holy city of ]crusalcm were solved. This
conflict, he added, “which has been fought
for more than 30 years in the land of Jesus
has already caused so many vicims and so
much suffering, both among Arabs and Is-
raelis.” .

Vaticanplogists concur that this is the
first. time that any Pope has spoken in such
balanced terms about Arabs and Israelis,
and it is certainly the first clear and unam-
biguous recognition by any recent Pope of
the needs of “the security of Israel.”

As Patriarch of Venice, Pope John Paul

—took a tough stand against Catholic col-
laboration with Communists, urging that
Catholics could not vote for Communists or
pro-Communist Socialists. It remains to be
seen what impact the new Pope's anti-
Communist views will have on the recent
Vatican policy of promoting detente with
the Soviet Union and East European
Communist countries. Conceivably his per-
sonal abhorrence of Communist denial of
religious liberty and human rights will be
of some consequence 1o the fate of millions
of Christians and jcws under Soviet domi-
nation.

Pope John Paul, as is evident from his

- writings and recent pronouncements, ar-
ticulates orthodox Catholic doctrine re- -

rding evangelization as the first priorit
g the ghun:hi.;:[;neak.'. of “the un iqucpncss o)é
the Catholic church,” and embraces “all
people in the world . . . as brothers and sis-
ters in Christ Jesus.”" Those are heady
theological doctrines with problematic im-
plications for Jews, Protestants, and others,
among the world’s four billion peoples who
do not share his religious commitment.

But given his smiling, sunny disposition,

 his pastoral care for people, and beyond

that, his impressive track record regarding
Jews, Israel, and human rights, it will be a
pleasure to dialogue with such a “mentsch,”

- and even to disagree agreeably.

It is true, as the author contends, citing
chapter and verse, that the lIsraelis have
never organized their intellectual resources
for fighting the propaganda war, but it is
also true that Israel's great PR defeat has
been mainly the replacement of the
Holocaust by oil as the dominant con-

sideration of mass opinion as well as official °

opinign in the West.

This reviewer vividly recalls that day
when the news of Israel's |967 victory be-
came conclusive. He was at the Nauonal
Press Club in Washington. In the dining
room, the news was received with a demon-
stration of joy that seemed unanimous.
Most of the celebrants were not Jews. They
were cheering for the survivors of the
Holocaust who would not be bullied.” At-
titudes changed somewhat when Istael be-
came an “occupying power” but it was not
until the oil embargo of 1975 that Arab
propaganda began to make headway.

There can be litde doubt, as the author
documents, that the Arabs improved their
propaganda-techniques while the Israelis
failéd. But the art of propaganda has its

. llml“ The Arabs could not combat th:
memory of the Holocaust as a decisive fac-

tor in Western public opinion, and the Is-
raelis cannot erase the effect of oil on pub-
lic opinion, unless they can come up with a
solution to the energy problem.

The book could not have anticipated the
Camp David summit, and certainly not its
results. But it is in no respect outrdared or

. upstaged by anything in the current news.

It is a thoughtful, constructive and very
readable analysis that no friend of lsrael
should ignore.. :

P.H.
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Tanenbaum Reflects on Pope Paul Vi and Jews

By MARC H. TANENBAUM .
(Copyright 1978, Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

(Editor's note: Rabbi Merc Tanen-
baum, national Interreliglious
affairs director of the American
‘Jewish Committee and a pioneer-
ing leader in Jewish-Christian
relations, was the only rabbl at
Vatican il over which Pope John
X X111 and Pope Paul VI presided.)

NEW YORK (JTA) — I had the
privilege of meeting Pope Paul VI
on three separate occasions in

Vatican City and in New York. The
overriding impression that I carry
with me of the late Popeis that of a

complex, dedicated, highly intel-
lectual person who, at the same
time, was a deeply spiritual man.
He was warmer than first ap-
pearances indicated, and he
genuinely cared for human beings.
Pope Paul entered the di-
omatic service of the Vatican
ariat of State in 1923, three
‘ years after his ordination. He
spent most of his adult life in Vati-
can City. He had, therefore, little
opportunity tg‘fet to know Jewish
le, their religion or culture (or
or that matter, any of the other
major religious communities).
Vatican Council 1I, which flung
aen the windows of the Catholic
urch to the world outside Italy,
becammein e;iect an e ry
‘“on the job” training for Pope
Paul to experience first-hand that
outside world, including the world
of the Jewish J:eople and Israel.
During World War I, as Monsig-
nor Giovanni‘Battista Montini, the
first group of Jews he met were
refugees from Nazi-dominated
Central Europe. So he knew Jews
mainly as victims in exile. That
would tend to confirm some of the
ancient images in certain tradi-
tions of Christian teaching of "‘the
wandering Jews'" who suffered
exile as %umshmeut for not be-
coming Christians. But Po
Paul's exposure to the. pitiful
plight of thousands of Jewish refu-
gees from Nazism and fascism
also undoubtedly heightened his
awareness of the catastrophic ef-
fects of the war, as well as the de-
monic consequences of anti-

tism.
From the time of his election as _

the 261st Su'ﬁreme Pontiff on June
21, 1963, until his death on Aug. 6,
1978, Pope Paul clearly went
through an evolution in his atti-
tudes toward Jews, Judaism and
the State of Israel. Some of his
ﬂmnouncements inevitably re-
ected his limited contact with
Jews and Judaism. Thus, in his
first encyclical issued during Au-
t 1964, Pope Paul invited Jews,
uslims followers of '“the
Afro-Asiatic religions™ to join with
the Catholic Church in “defending
common ideals of religious liberty,
human brotherhood, good culture,
social welfare and civil order.”
‘But, in the same breath, he de-
clared, “Lo Ity requests us to de-
clare y our conviction that
there is only one true religion —

—

that all who seek God and adore
Him may come to acknowledge its
truth.” Needless to say, Muslims
and Eastern reli were no
happier with that attitude than
rﬁir: m who dit:mné)t believe that

i igion is equate or un-
fulfilled. )

It is a genuine tribute to P

Paul, however, that his native in-

tellectual integrity and his
genuine, if cautious, openness to
new ideas and experiences led him
increasingly to modify his tradi-
tionalist views as he gained fresh
insights. Some of his new insights
began to from his growing
number of audiences with various
Jewish leaders from 1963-1978.
His changing attitudes were ser-
haps most clearly expressed dur-
ing one of his first audiences, and
in his last. Referring t6 the trauma
of the Nazi Holocaust, Pope Paul,
on June 1, 1964, told an American
Jewish Committee delegation that
he “‘strongly deplores the horrible
ordeals, many trials and suf-
ferings, of which the Jews have
been the victims in recent years.”
Anticipatins) the atican
Declaration adopted on Oct. 28,
1965, which condemned anti-
Semitism and repudiated the false
&ag: of collective Jewish guilt
for the death of Christ, Pope Paul
then delcared that he “does not be-
lieve Jews should be held re-

sponsible for the death of Jesus™

and the Jewish people should
“never undergo any diminution in
your human rights.”

Finally, he spoke of his appre-
ciation of Judaism in these wopl?ds:
““Our particular consideration for
the Jewish religious tradition with
which Christianity is so intimately
linked, and from which it derives
hom for trusting relations and for
a happy future.” The Pope con-
cluded the audience with a bless-

ing to the AJCommittee leaders, -

saying, ‘“We wish you every favor
from %od whom we invoke with all

our hearts on your behalf and that -

of all those who are near and dear
to you.” To underscore the signifi-
cance of his declaration, Papal
authorities had the Pope's full text
reprinted on the front page of the
icial Vatican newspaper, L'Os-
servatore Romano. .

In his last address on Jewish-
Christian relations, P Paul
spoke even more forthrightly of
‘‘the conections between Jewish
thought and Christian thought,”
noting in the past “‘there has been
real and profound mutual esteem
(between Christian and Jewish
scholars) and a conviction that we
had something to learn from one
another.” Significantly, he re-
minded the ian and Jewish
leaders present at a Jan, 10, 1975,
reception for the International

* Jewish Committee for Interreli-
jious Consultations (LJCIC), that
had called on *‘all the faithful of

the Catholic Church to pay heed in
order (in the words of the Vatican

- /~that of Christianity. It is our hope

Guidelines of 1975) “to learn by

what essential traits the Jews de-
fine themselves in the light of their .

own religious experience.” "

' Again, with special warmth, '
Pope Paulexil’emedto the Jewish -
leaders “and for your families, but |
entire Jewish .

widely still for
people our best wishes for happi-
ness and peace.”

The most dramatic
ciation of Judaism as a source of

religious insight and inspiration
becarne manifest in his study of

severalbooksonthegl;i;ﬁpzzof .

Judaism by the late
ham Joshua Heschel, with whom
he devel
ship. From the balcony of St.

' Peter’s Basilica, in 1973, Pope

Paul quoted from the texts of Rab-
bi Heschel’s books and s
spiritual treasures Judaism
which he commended to the atten-
tion of the Catholic faithful before
him. To my knowledge, that was
the first time in 1,900 years that a
rei Pope cited a rabbi and
texts of Judaism as a spiritual re-
source.

Similarly, with regard to Israel
and Jerusalem. In January 1964
the “pilgrim " made a jour-
ney to the Hg‘lf While many
were troubled by his diplomatic
reticence in referring to b
name, the e's exchanges wit
Pr&sidentd ar;n Shazar we:la
warm and mutually respectful,
and left Israeli authorities feeling

extremly positive over his visit. .
‘- His authorization of Eugene

Cardinal Tisserant to wvisit the
Memorial Room of the Holocaust
on Mt. Zion and to t candles in
memory of the Jewish victims of
the Nazis during World War 11 left
a particular;ﬁ orceful impression
on the Jewish people.

Of profound importance was the
fact that after Pope Paul visited
Christian shrines in Jerusalem
and saw first-hand how well
had been cared for by the Isra

vernment, he abandoned the

atican's earlier policy calling for
the internationalization of the cit
of Jerusalem. In his audience wi
Golda Meir in January 1973 — a
most cordial audience despite

newspaper rer:rts to the contrary
— he repeated his gratitude for Is-

rael’s safeguarding of Christian-
ity’s holiest shrines.

While Pope John XXIII deserves .

the credit for beginning the pro-
cess of changing the Catholic
Church’s negative or ambivalent
attitudes towards Jews and Ju-
daism, to Pope Paul VI belongs the

, merit of y creating the
Vatican retariat for Catholie-
Jewish Relations, which is the first

instrument in the Catholic
Church’s hi cha with
specific bility for trans-
lating ideas into realities — in re-
vising textbooks, liturgy, sermons

e =
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and promoting joint social action.
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Considered a Friend to Jews

The New Pope
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By RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
EDITOR'S NOTE: Rahbi Mare H.
Tanenbaum, national interreligious affairs
director of the Americar Jewish Com-
mittee, was the only rabbi present at
Vatican Council II and is
regarded as an authority
on Vatican-Jewish
relationships.
LN 2 .
‘'He was the friendliest
ok the Polish Catholic
bishops toward the Jews
of Poland, and he was.
among the most vigorous
in his rejection of anti-
Semitism.”

THAT WAS
description
Cardinal Wojtyla of Krakow given to me by

" a Polish Catholic priest in the United States
three days following the election of the
Polish prelate as the 264th Supreme Pontiff
of the Roman Catholic Church.

That evaluation of Pope John Paul II's

- attitudes towards Jews and Judaism should
be taken seriously, I believe, for several
reasons

First,

.unseﬂwsm&om?m

of Karol Rabbi Tanenbaum

{ Pope John Paul

Henri d'Anjou of Portchester, N.Y., who
lived in Poland and personally helped save
the lives of a large number of Jews from
certain death at the hands of the Nazis.

when he was a priest, and met frequently
with him between 1952 and 1956. Lastly, and
importantly, Father d’Anjou’s positive
impressions were confirmed for us in a
recent overseas ielephone conversation
between the new director of Foreign Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee,
Abraham Karlikow, and a leader of the
Union of Jewish Religious Communities in
Poland, Maciej Jakubowicz of Krakow.

FROM THESE conversations and from
others conducted with reliable sources in the
Vatican, the following portrait of the “track
record” of Cardinal Wojtyla toward Polish
Jewry emerges: =

‘Around 1964, there were a series of
desecrations of Jewish cemeteries in
Krakow, including defilements of tomb-
stones over Jewish graves. It was widely
believed that these anti-Semitic actions
were inspired or carried out by agents of the
Polish Communist party and/or the secret
police. Archbishop Wojtyla called upon

Catholic students attending the University

Second, Father d'Anjou knew the new Pope

II and the Jews

of Krakow to clean and restore the defiled
tombstones and to repair the Jewish
cemeteries,

Subsequently, Archbishop Wojtyla
.delivered a public sermon during a large
Corpus Christi procession in which he
condemned the Communist functionaries
for their anti-Jewish acts, and called upon,
them to desist from any further hostile
actions against the remnant Jewish
population. 3

HIS CHANCERY PUBLISHED a journal
of high academic quality, ‘‘Common
Weekly."' Archbishop Wojtyla personally
authorized the publication of a series of
articles in that journal commemorating the
victims of the Nazi holocaust, specifically
the Jewish victims, as well as the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising of April, 1943. In addition, he
supported the publication of a series of

articles and book reviews on Jewish history, -

religion and culture.

Much has been made of the fact that the
new Pope studied at “an underyround
seminary.” Father d'Anjou, who attended
the same seminary, told me the significance
of that fact lies in knowing that that
seminary, and other schools

like it, were vigorous centers ‘‘of anti-Nazi )

ideology and resistance.” ) -

In terms of his.anti-totalitarianism |
positions, Pope John Paul 11 appears to hold
the same ideological orientation as did hig
predecessor, Pope John Paul 1.

< = according to the
presidesit of the Jewish
religious communities in
Poland, Maciej
Jakubowicz, ““Through-
out his " years' as |
Bishop of Krakow, Karol
Wojtyla was always
approachable by Jews,
and periodically, he used
to inquire what was
happening to the Jews, |
§ particularly in relation to |
their religious life and |
Pope John Paul Il their religious institutions.”

IN 1971, FOUR YEARS. after he was
designated Cardinal by Pope Paul VI, - |
Cardinal Wojtyla came to the Krakow ]
Synagogue during a Friday night Sabbath [
Service. He spoke warmly with the small
Jewish congregation, and asked 'sym- !
pathetically what problems they had since |

(Continued on Page 27) |






