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i JOHN PAUL IT IN SOUTH AMERICA -
MEETINGS WITH JEWISH LEADERS

(Between Pragmatism and Commitment)

Latin America has the world's largest Catholic population, estimated at appro-
ximately 280 million faithful. .

It should therefore come as no surprise that Pope John &ul‘%s made eight

visits to that part of the world. The trip discussed here took him to Uruguay @n YNQrrh 31"'

MEEeh, where he w’?‘r&y eighteen hour .+hlérom there, he went to Chile, covering
its extensive area, frw | b* %a eri%r His final destination was Argentina,
where he stayed from)[hf, é‘fpl, ’},‘0 -EQF’?//‘F})VIHS visit there included cities in the
provinces as well.

It has been said that this pontifical trip fluctuated between pragmatism and
commitment. In each country, the bishops' conferences must tackle with varying
political differences among their own members, as well as with the relationship of these
members with the government of their own countries. |

In Uruguay, for example -- an admittedly anti-clerical country, which broke its

Hhe Vaticano, . g v .
own concordat with Heegesy—as much as 70 years ago -- President Sanguinetti himself, in
statements to the press while celebrating the Pope's visit, declared himself an agnostic.
Uruguay's church hierarchy, in turn, supports Human Rights groups and political sectors
challenging the government over kRexamxx its amnesty decreed to the military accused
of human rlghﬁs violations. Basically, the Pope's visit to Montevideo was announced
as a ceremony exshing R ec AcLiNG _
AZXBXEREXBEBXXERREMARYXBEXABXXKRRAKAXRY his acceptance of the role as mediator in the
conflict between Argentina and Chile, since this was where 4&& the protocols had been
signed. This particular ceremony was not attended by the Foreign Ministers of Argen-
tine and Chile, since differences hamxmnxawhii&iaxixan bétween both countries have
meanwhile arisen. |

In Uruguay, John Paul II spoke of "peace based on justice, respect, and the
protectfon of the legitimate rights of the meekest."

Even prior to his arrival in Chile, John Paul II termed the Chilean régime "a

dictatorship, albeit transitional." The Church in Chile has suffered from Pinochet's



repression in its own ranks: 5 priests omsw murdered; 140 Chilean priests exiled;
18 foreigners expelled; 88. monks and nuns imprisoned and tortured. There are bishops
fighting with great courage, and there are those trying to find a way towards
"reconciliation" and/or peaceful transition to a constitutional form of government.Kzxex
Here, the Pope showed his support of tﬁe crowds asking Rxx for his commitment to
democracy, liberty, and jQiEﬁEe. |

At a religious ceremony for a rally in a working-class district, the Pope
used a Bible still stained with the blood of Andr€ Jarlan, the French priest

MUuRREREID
assassERaeed—in that very dlstntt by repressive squads.

He had to deal with the people's nniéﬁﬁﬁgé E:*hewﬂwameata as well, such as
the "base communities" and liberation theology. Thus, he recommended that “competent
Xaymerx lay people with a solid morallconscience be responsible fpr i@kkkxmrg resolving
temporal matters," adding "do not take their place by giving up your own particular
place." At the same time, John Paul II did not deny the Rmrekarradxapkiar “option
favoring the poor", as endorsed by the Latin American church at Medellin and PUebla,
underlining that it "points out and impliés thaghgét%%é%gﬁgi be exlusive and exclusionary.".

The incidents smxxamdrx surrounding several of the public rallies left ghx the
Pope with a bitter memory on his departure from Chile. Nevertheless, it can be said
that manym were hopeful that the papal visit would be followed by a repetlﬁon of
“the miracle"” which unfolded in Haiti and the Phlllpplnesg mnsns to these
countries.

In Argentina, the controversy surrounding the Pope's visit took on different
aspects¥%political polarization, antagonism between civilians and the militaryithe
serious economic crisis® censuring the Argentine Church over its support of the mili-
tary régime and its silence in the face of the tragedy of the desaparecidos (disappeared);
the Church's opposition to divorce legislation (already approved by the Lower House,
but not yet sanctioned by the Senate), and the Church's support of the Lej del

Punto Final (Deadline for %xax Trials) and even of ke broad amnesty; resulting in

4Be cohfrontationy with numerous human rights groups.



It should be recalled, however, that in contrast with the other two countries
previously visited by the Pope, the Argentine church is, constitutionally, a part of
the State. The constitution, in fact, establishes the Roman Apostolic Catholic religion

ONE . -
as the official «==irgden, while(agxihaxgamexximaxdegiaringxrekxgiaugxixBgriyxxx

declaring religious libertysat the same time/, To be dexxgr&d designated President

of the Republic, however, the candidate must be a CaE%blic.

Despite the problems discussed earlier, it must be é%%saé%%%@ that Pope John Paul II
has elicited much good feeling and recognition by an important sector of Argentina's
population, as was demonstrated by a myriad of rallies. Of course, criticism was not
absenf; even a committee oppdsing his visit had been established.

It must be remembered that,thanks to the Pope's mediation which lasted for several

: aa(hours, the—onset—ef an armed conflict between Chile and Argentina related to the smx@rx

sovereignty over the Beagle Canal region did not materialize. With unique skill and

tolerance, the Vatican led both counté%gé?:an towards a peace agreement in 1979.

His first visit to Argentina on June 11,and 12, 1982, was not as successful, ﬁowever.

The country was in the throes of the Falklandg/Malvinas conflict. At that time, he

did not come as mediator, but solely to strike a balance for hisixix visit to England

ﬁ few days earlier.

On this last visit to Argentina, the Pope reiterated several of the above-mentioned
messages ,which reached their peak in a huge youth rally. The night before his _
departure, he voiced his concern that "one brother not be y another
in Argentina; that there shall be no more kidnappings or'desaparecidos’, that thére
shall be no room for hatred and violence, and that human dighity be respected forever."
To the bishops,he said that "I was cognizant of your ceaseless efforts and concern
in those days (when guerrillasm and repression were both stepped up), when the
country's peace, co-existence and wellbeing was shattered by the pain and death uRigasaRd

unleashed by violence." He also recognized nﬁ?@iﬁ selfless efforts gg ;22;}¥%%és,“

and concluded by stating: "Silenced or forgotten, God knows of your loyalty."
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These brief excegts explain what was said earlier about ®® "pragmatism and

commitment" wkizkxghaxagkexizesxkhxxx characterizing this pontifical journey.

Interviews held with representatives of the Jewish communities must therefore

be viewed in this context. The common practice in most visits by Pope John Paul II,

. (-Lmﬁe ar Q.
at least in the countriestg;th more or less 51zab1e Jewish communities, adeashsd renge

e TNy L..a%)h\u " P NOT dn F@mh Oi'
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ixxisxumrdex It stands to reason that in Uruguay, given the Brex brf%?nes ff his

stay, the Pope did not meet with religious, inter—réligious or any other groups.
Therefore, the representative body of Uruguayan Jewry deemed it appropriate to publish

a message ghseh-—was reprinted by Uruguay's most important mass media, se<fSHagy:

INSERT (A)

The aforémeﬁtioned Committee was, however, invited,kaxaxkardxaRxsukde@KXmaZEXREXEX
kyxghexRapexirnxMarkexxdes as a representative of the Jewish commﬁnity in Uruguay,
to attend an outdoor Mass held by the Pope in Montevideo. Four members of its gammxx
commission on Jewish-Christian relations attended.

The Committee considers that the "Pope's message was one of peace and understand-
ing. Because of its universal nature, it went beyond the mnﬁﬁgggf xggkfx&§&§§§ﬁ§m'
<oniize® and was addressesd to all men of good will."

Well before the Pope's arrival in Chile, by counter, Rabbi Angel Kreiman, Conser-
vative, leader of Santiago's Sephardic community, and known as "Chief Rabbi of the
Jewish Community of Chile" -- a title bestowed upon him by the community several years
ago, but questibned<$;$e and tﬁﬁgg by several groups -- was invited by the Chilean
Bishops' Conference to participate in an ecumenical meeting with the Pope. Kreiman

replied that he would paxkizipaxx only participate in a Judaeo-Catholic encounter,

) . LOwm (Lol »)
a tradition of kRexkazkxymax past years with respect to such meetings, and he



s ) ; )
4 h by .
“38 the request af ghe umbrella agency of Chilean Jewry that Beny Pilowsky, presiderk

its president, attend the meeting as well. This was agreed upon; Kreiman read his

short speech, and Pilowsky handed the Pope a letter in the Committee's behalf.

INSERT (B)
INSERT (C)

It is kmawmxx not known whether John Paul II'EE?Efan official reply. What
did transpire, however, was that he looked pleased on learning of Kreiman's praise for
the sector of the Chilean church involved in the fight for human rights. At the same
time, there were signs of surprise (or annoyance) among Vatican functionaries when
the Rabbi asked for the diplomatic recognition of Israel. The 55pe was interested in
the number of Jews and rabbis in Chile. |

The meeting lasted only six minutes.

When the Pope's visit to Argentina was announced, the DAIA, the political
RERREZBREARXX@XRAAY represeﬁtatisiéﬁ?ﬂ¥ﬁ%23§ﬁish community, aRKaRgedxKERXERXIRKBRXXENX
made arrangements for ah interview with him, both with the Argentine Bishops' Conference
as well as the Nunciature. This was turned down initially, akkxibuk and attributed
to the considerable number-of -secular and religious groups requesting a meeting with
the Pope. Since it was impossible to comply with all requests, his visit would k&
limit itself to a "strictly pastoral mission." After a few days, at the insistence
of local Jewish as well as Catholic groups involved in interreligious matters with
them, and following steps taken at the Vatican proper by international Jewish orga-
nizations (the AJC among XyRkex them), positive results were obtained. It was no easy
mattef for the DAIA to set up a representation for this audience, since many of its
affiliated institutions wanted to participate, or requested separate audiences.
Ultimaﬁely, the Jewish delegation, numbering over 20, and headed by Dr. David Goldberg,

president of the DAIA, could be considered as repxes@rx reflecting the Brxmaxx broad
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IN
spectrum of organizational, religious, and secular life, smwd=#% included /ieadership
from the provinces, &ws3d- It must be recalled that, officially, the community

SULEL ;
recognizes e::inaézei;.the Orthodox rabbinate; however, Conservative and Reform rabbis
made up part
madaxupoowerexpert of the group as well.

INSERT (D)

NexaRREgiaXxx@piyxxByxXR@XRAEEX
 1+h :
bigﬁﬂﬁﬁfthere an official reply from the Pope,this time, He greeted each one of
the Jewish representatives individually, and made the following remark to Dr. Goldbergﬁ
"Some things are maturing." This begs the question whether John Paul II referred to
Judaeo-Catholic relations or Vatican-Israel relations. When Rabbi Banhamu (Orthodox)
presented him with kRexdeiegaxiemkzxgxikk a Haggadah, the delegation's gifte,in connect-
approaching " .
ion with the fewtheamimm)Pesach festivities, the Pope replied: here is always a
liberation from Egypt."
@bfso : S— )
0f course, the Pope(méf-aith a number of RemxfakRaiizxghxizkxamxgrempxx Christian
non-Catholic groups, and,separately,with a representation of Moslems.
, EARD
In short, except for Uruguay, John Paul II ziatanaﬁ;gﬁce again -- in Chile azixx
and in Argentina -- @ the Jewish outcry for the recognition of Israel and Jerusalem.
Once more, no concrete replf came forth, but here, too, one must bear in mind his

“pragmatism and commitment."
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CENTRO PRO UNIONE C O I V RrSINENZA -

CONVENTO 5. ONOFRIO

FRATI DELLATONEMENT AL GIANICOLO
PIAZZA §S. ONOTRIO, 2

Via 5 MARIA DELL"ANIMA, 30 IPIAZZA NAVONA) 00186 ROMA - TEL. 659.552 AR RALLA

BiBLIOTECA EcUMENICA: TEL=ESIDEST TELEFONO 655.44,.98

Rome, December 20th, 1982

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

Dear Marc,

Your welcome letter reached me just as I was leaving for a week
in Venice for the annual consultation on the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity in January. I asked Sever Voicu, our librarian, to
call your secretary to indicate my acceptance of your proposal, and
my agreement that the first week in May would be the better time for
both of us. Thus I understand a general agreement on our part to
look forward to:

1. A colloguium on the general subject of human rights, which will
avoid entering into particular political subjects (which would
.involve diplomatic and jurisdictional problems for me here);

2. the colloquium to be largely organized by you, with this office
responding as far as possible to your initiatives;

3. that this Centro is the site, and is free the entire first week
of May, 1983, but that May first should be avoided because it is a
legal holiday when all transportation of the local sector is not

in service;

4, that we could pay up to three hundred dollars towards the cost

of simultaneous translation service if needed, but beyond that point
we would either have to do without or find other funds;

5. that we would arrange for the translation service if necessary;
6. that the Centro would offer a reception as part of the colloquium;
7. that we would request a private papal audience during the program
(and of course, that depends on the disposition of the Vatican);

8. that the program be jointly sponsored by the American Jewish
Committee's Office for Interreligious Affairs and the Centro Pro
Unione, and if you think a good idea, possibly also by SIDIC if

they so desire;

9. that we would discuss how best we can use publicity and/or
publication of papers from the program.. (We will be happy with
publicity, as long as it observes our limitations as indicated in

1. above).

I hope that is helpful generally. A good time to phone me, if
necessary, is at the Convento (656-44-98) at 1 P.M. Rome time
(dinner), or in the evenings. I'm generally at the office (659-552)
from 3 to 6 P.M. Rome time.

I think this is the time for a human rights program here, as
a healing factor which would be much appreciated by both Jewish

. ks
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PIAZZA S. ONOFRIO, 2
Via S. MARIA DELL'ANIMA, 30 (PIAZZA NAVONA) 00186 ROMA - TEL 659.552 50168 ROMA

BIBLIOTECA ECUMENICA: TEL, “GEEESY TELEFONO 655.44.08

Rabbi Tanenbaum - 2/

and Catholic constituencies, both locally and internationally.

From the personal standpoint, how happy I would be to
entertain you at our house, Marc, and I hope you will want to
stay with us during your visit. In this day of women's 1lib, why
don't you bring along your hard working-secretary and Inge?
Ah well, we can always dream.

When you have further plans established, I'll get in touch
with Jorge Mejia to see if he'll work with us.

Looking forward to hearing from you (and remember to send
a copy of any communication by separate post in case of loss in
Italian mails),

Sincerely, Your friend,
Q \'\"“»‘\'k%‘ ':J

(Rev.) Charles Angell, S.A.
Director
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From the Israel Office of the American Jewish Commitice
Rehov Ethiopia 9, Jerusraiem 95 149 Tel. 228862, 233551 Cable: Wishom, Jerusalem

THE POPE IS SIGNAL'ING ISRAEL
b.1' odia Lizstinoma

(%4

“The Inquisition was an historic mistake ... which caused very
serious tensions, errors and exaggeratlons,“ saJ.d Pope John Paul II

when he visited the Um.ver51ty of Madrld _4th ! /I‘he
TLpys o~
previous day he met w:Lth Spam.s; Jewry for the first time and on

__-,ro*-

"'-...._
that occasion he expressed his sorrow that the attack én the
Great Synagogue in Rome (Octobgr 9th) took place so close to the
visit of Arafat at the Vatican#(séptember 9th) . These actions

P e vl bot vk 2

prove that there is a concern abeut misunderstandings which may
arouse antiﬁamltlc and anti-Israel extremism.

(
VO AT | dr D

I%-seemr‘th&t—&fter many months of .t.ha—-b&a—tan-t deterloratz.on at '~

)

relations between the Vatican and Israel there a-re -nowl hlnts of

. - a-\ '.f (B J“\J
- :-én-na_-__-g_: s_p QL.W +hao n-u-!-n:ﬂ-'!n'n T+ hae hnpn f‘haraf‘terlstlc

of Vatican policy for many generations to be extra-cautious, an

i 4-"?' }fherefore; the Church was ca qt to condemn f'l'vlé“;.iiva51on of
vf“ Lebanon directly and flnaiigf;:;igzxabout a month after most of
W', . the Western European countries. And 4g;éﬁ—%hﬁﬂd only after the
Vo war had spread, the suffering of the civilian population had
g,”;1 increased and the waves of protest against Israel had lnte%?ifled
@iﬂv‘ Even the recognition of the right of the Palestinians to apstage
44 ¥, came relatively later than that of the Western European éauntrles,
éry and only after the outbreak of the Lebanese war. It was only then
that the Pope considered it proper to recezve Arafat, after he
had resisted pressures to do so prev*aue&f.an February The

massaf're., in the camps shocked the Vatican as it shocked™th

L ‘Hoée} ’1_:':"-"{:’:'5) ';."C"”"'“’““Q Tgeaedd 2asy @) casantat velodis, o
' TEP. 2.0 eld . ‘oo b S
Wwitt Hu Vaticia, was Woit oy o Jelata cavy cipsar 5
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The simplistid explanation heard in Israel, includingL; government

circles-, for the turn for the worse in the Vatican's attitude towards

Israel has been that it is a reflectlon of the general resurgence
of anti'gémltlsm)whlch has always beem——the.:e but is now being
expressed more widely in the world, and, of course, in the Catholic

Church which has a long theological tradition in this respect. _t,-
L

va /\ G Sl TV

,The fact that the Vatlcan did not cry ou aga:.nst the slaughter
B N e T ity

of the Christiang” the past—few-years, but@;omnaa in the outcry
2 \wnvdv\._, Linr it pun

against the slaughter in the camps’ does need expi‘anatz.on, but
blamzngﬁantlﬁemltlsm is only partl nghta‘ané this is done, it
seems, to cover up the mistake that Israel ﬁ §h§Ch no doubt
contributed to the worsening of relations. Suifice—it-£o mention
the annexation of Jerusalem, the situation in Judea and Samaria,
the bomi:ingsof Beirut an-d the Lebanese war itself, of course.
' ' J’J—an.c.q, J | |

Dr. Meir Mendes, a -muy—-membe-: at tne Universities of Tel Aviv
and Bar-Ilan, 1s now worklng on booOk about tae—;.:a&ee—xoa-s—beEHeen

LrGirbadls o7 Tp=¢r i uemad waiar: 3,
thre"Vatican and- Israel’ baeaa—ea the Dav:.s‘rs-t-ud-zi:e-s of the Hebrew —

' University. The study draws on thirteen years of experience as

the Minis{:er for Vatican Affairs in the Israeli Embassy in Rome.
Dr. Mendes, “Who was well acquainted with many high-level Church

dfficials who formulated Church policy, as well as the Pope himself,'

was invited hyptilie—Pope before leavn.ng Rome fﬁr a lengthy, intimate
A, aq

discussion in the Pope's summer fzeme. éven though Dr. Mendes did
‘not represent a country recogm.zeu by the Vatlcan.

In response to my question, Dr. Mendes explained that the Vatican

is ne-t-na,_x_n_cir_xgiithic entity and even now.contains groups that are
' -Ph1~1o—Israe11 and_groups.that are--pro.—,Arab which are concerned

about the many interests & thé Cnurch ha-s. in Arab states andm
the fﬁ_ird World , which are not sympathetic to us. Alongside them
are consefvative‘ groups which are anti-Israel and which a few years
ago opposed the removféi; of the blame for the crucifixion of Jesus

h

{



from the Jewish people, and to this day still support religious
antlgémitism. Vatican policy and the Pope's statements are often
the result of a variety of political pressures and considerations.

-sﬁaﬁid-keep in mind that the Pope, like mame other heads of
'state, does not live in a vacuum and is influenced by current
trends and political events, and that serious mistakes were also
made in Israel. Furthermore, the current Pope lacks the rich
diplomatic experience which his predecessors had.

s

It is in this context that we have to v1ewAthe postponement &b=
fiest of the decisions to condemn Israel for the lLebanese iar and
the recognition of the right of the Palestlnlans to a state and,
subsequently, in light of the develognéazé, the pro—Arab resolutions
in July. It is also in this context that we have to view the Pope's
_meeting with Arafat in September, in which the Pope requested that
Arafat recognlze Israel's right to exist and %® end the use of

O
_terror*§¢ Ahxbntn later, in the wake of the attack in the sgnagogue .

Le
in Rome, 6 which chocked evan the Vatican, Vi 'r‘n'l'!'ln T-ma-t‘\ﬁ the "' 2

Associate Editor of the Vatican orgaﬂLb@%rvator:Romano, stated

that Arafat accepted the Pope's requesg}”ﬁtafat later denied this
and explained that he was content with simply listening. In any
case, what the Vatican believed would be helpful in the Arab-
Israeli conflict turned out to be a stumbling block in t&e relations
between the Vatican and Israel, and the Jews and the Church, and
aroused the anger of the Christians 1n Lebanon. The Vatican's
efforts to maintain a balanced Lide in the Middle East were

-damaged.

"It was an act of political naivet&," said Méndes, who supports H, vefussd
Prof. ég‘Urbach and the Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy Kollek in—thedr

refusat to respond to the Vatican's invitj}ations as an act of

protest against the audlence_g*u;é Arafat. But he also believes

that the freeze in relations will not continue for 1ong and that

the Vatican is aware of its mistakes. The current eeaa;:*oa-of

-t

the reIgtlons between—Israet—and—the~Vatican requires the under-



standlng and encouragement of the friends of Israel in the
-f‘*nwf
Vatican, whose position new -is much more favorable and comfortable
in the light of the mistakes uhlcn were made and the impressions hf -

?%he attack in Rome b

November 14, 1982

N.B. Above is a translation of a rticle that reflects
informed views here of current relationships with
the Vatlcan‘\It was written by Hulda Liebernomah,
Italian correspondent for Ea'aretz, and appeared
originally in ;h November 11, 198 2 issue of that

newspaiii;///,/ ,



LAW OFFICES

FRIEDMAN & KOVEN

A PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS

208 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604

(312) 346-8500

ROBERT S. JACOBS CABLE ADDRESS “FREEZOR" ABE FORTAS
OF COUNSEL

DIRECT TELEFHONE NUMBER:
TELEX 254083 Besaaionn

(312)269-9818

January 4, 1983

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

Enclosed is correspondence from Bob Spiegel, an active
member of the Chicago Chapter, concerning Canon Law. It strikes
me that much of what he is requesting has been accomplished through
your good efforts. I would appreciate your reviewing this and con-
tacting Bob Spiegel directly.

Sincerely yours,

.-—*‘”ﬁﬁﬁﬁs##*g

Robert S. Jacobs

RSJ:cmd

Enclosure

cc: Robert I. Spiegel
Marshall L. Zissman
Jonathan Levine




LAW OFFICES
ROBERT I.SPIEGEL, P. C,

SUITE 9209

53 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604

—

(312) 841-0909

December 29, 1982 -
PERSONAL

Mr. Robert S. Jacobs, Esq.
Friedman & Koven

208 South LaSalle Street
Suite 900

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: National
Interreligious
Committee

.Dear Bob:

I am currently taking a course involving the study of Modern
Jewish History commencing in the 17th Century. As a background
for the emancipation of the Jewish communities from ghettos of
pre-Napolean Europe, the Cannon Laws of the Catholic Church
promulgated in early Christian History and remaining to the
present time were discussed. I am enclosing several of these
cannons and I suggest that a project be undertaken at the
National Level of A.J.C. by attorneys to deal directly with a .
laizon committee of Catholic -attorneys for the purpose of seeking ..

the basis to repeal those cannons directly affecting anti- semet1Cx1?
behavior. :

_ I think the American Jewish Committee is uniquely qualified
to undertake this project which would have a worldwide positive
effect towards real elimination of anti-semitism at its roots.

I would be interested to learn if such an ongoing project could
be undertaken.

Siﬁcerely;

Enclosures
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Original documents
faded and/or illegible



4 /_T;-‘:c Destwetion of the Europcan Jews

You have no ight to live.

These  progessively more drastic
goals brought in their wake a slow
and  steady pgowth of anti-Jewish
action and aotifewish thinking. The,
process _began_with_the _attempt _to
Urive the Jews into_ Christianity, The
ﬂ'c?ET(rEr:imgt war continued in order to

t

fuice_the victiar. into_exile, _It_was

| finishied when te_Jews svere drjven 19

; outside =attack.

their deaths. TheGerman Nauis, then,
did not discard the past; they built
upon it. They dillnut begin a develop-
ment; they compl:td.it. In the deep
recesses of anti-Jewirt history, we shall
find many of the wininistrative and
psychological _tools with which the
Nazis implemented -bsic destruction
process. In the hollow-uf the past, we
shall also discover te: roots of the
characteristic Jewish msponse to an

The_significance_ of _the_historical
precedents_will_most_eanly_be unier-
_steod in_the administrapez sphece,The
“ destruction_of the J=:2 was _an ad-
_ministrative process, s the anaihila-
. Zonof Jewry requirdd th mmplementag
- fivn of systematic adsmicarative meag-
“ures in successive steoi. Taerc are not
Many ways in whics s megern socicty
{ can, in short order, «:}i @ krze number
: of people living in r: mict. This is
. an cfficiency problez: - He: greatest
* dimensions, one whica pess uncounted
_difficulties and incumezatle  ob-
, stacles.  Yet, in revicwuic the docu-
, mentary record of tne aswuction of
{ the Jews, one is alrees mmediately
impressed with the far: zhue the Cer-
man administraticn kzew wAue it was
doing. fMVith_an ug:sing sense of
direction and w'r* ap :ncanv path-
inding ability, the Caran hiceaucra-
_cv_found the shortest roud to she final
i goal. ,

Ve Tnow, of courts thar e very
i nature of a task dete— =3 *he orm of
its fullilment. Wher.. _* -e 15 :5e will,
there is also the way 1aa if tho will

is only strong enough, the way will. be
found. But what 1t there is no time
to experiment? What if the task must

be soived quickly and ctficiently? A:

rat in a maze, which has only onc path
to the goal, learns to choosc that path
after many tnals. Burcaucrats, too,
ars somctimes caught in a maze, but
they cannot affora a trial run. There
may be no time for hesitations and
stoppages. That is why past perform-
ance is so important, that is why past
cxperience is so essential.. Necessity s
said to be the mother of invention, bat
if precedents have alrcady been
formed, if a guide has alrecady been

" constructed, invention is no loager a

necussity,  The German  bureaucracy
could draw ugon such precedents and
folloaw such a guide, for the Cerman
bureaucrats could dip into a vast reser-
voir of administrative expcrience, a
reservoir which chureh and state had
filled in fiftecen hundved ycars of de-
structive activity.

In the coursc of its attempt to con-
vert the Jews, the Catholic Church
had taken many measures against the
Jewish population. These measures
were designed to “pratect” the Chris-
tian community from Jewish teachings
and, not incidentally, to weaken the
Jews in their “obstinacy.” It is charac-
terisiic that as soon as Christianity be-
came the statz religion of Ronme, ]in thrz
fourth centwry A.D,, Jewish equality o
citizenship 13!” ended. "Tl?g Chlz’rch
and the CThristian state, concilium de-
cisions and imperial laws, henczforth
worked hand in hand to persccute the

Jews.”® Table 1 compares the basic

anti-Jewish measures of the Catholic
Church and the modem counterparts
enacted by the Mazi regime.™t '

10. Stobhe, Die Juden In Deutschlund, p- 2.

11. The list of Church measures is taken
In its cntirety from J. E. Scherer, Die Rechis-

verkilinisse der Juden In den deutsch-gster- .

1901 )l PP-

cach mecasure

raichischen Landern (Lcipzig,
39—9. Only the fisst date o

Is listed in Table 1.

¢y S

. Tawvte 1/ Canonical and Nazi Anti-Jewish Measures

Canonicat Law )
Piohibition of intermarriage and of sexual in-
tercourse  between  Christians and  Jows,
Synod of Elvira, 306
]'gws and Christians npt permitted to eat to-
.gether, Synod of Elvira, 308

© Jews 'nol allowed to hold public offize, Synod

of Cicrinont, 523

Jews not allowed o employ Chiriztian servants
or possess Christian slaves, 3d Synod of
Oricins, 538 i .

Jews wot pamiticd to show thems:lve: in ihe
streets during Passion Week, 3d Sjmod of
Orleans, 533 -

Buming of the Talinud and other Socks, 12°h
Synod of Taledo, 51 :
Christians noi permitted to patronizz Juwish

doctors, Trulunic Synod, 362
Christians not permitted ‘o live in Jowish
homes, Synod of Narbonne, 1050

-lcws ohlig2d to pay taxes for support of the
Church i s
Synod of Gerona, 1573

Prohibition of Sunday work, Synod. of Sza-
boles, 1092

Jews not permitted o be phintiffs, or witness-
€s against Christians in the Courts, 3d Lat-
eran Council, 1179, Canon 25 -

Jews not permitted to withhold irheritance
fton_a descendants who had accepied Chris-
Hanity, 5d Lateran Council, 1179, Canon 26

The marking of Jewish clothes with a badge,
4th lLa:el.m Council, 1215, Canon €3
(Copicd from the legislation by Caliph

: Orn?rlll [634-44], who had dcereed that
Christians wear blue belts and Jews, yellov

belts.)

Construetion of new synogo, prohibited
Council of Oxford, 1'4‘?'.::‘25 BUes pronbiied

Christians ot pei'miih.;d to attend Jewish

" Cercmonics, Synod of Vienna, 1267

e Mot permitted to “dispute with simple
Christafm people about Ene tenets of the
Catholic religion, Synod of Vienna, 1267

5

to the samc eatent as Christians, -

Nan LllllUll. °

Law for the Pratection of Cemaan Blood and
Hoanor, September 15, 1935 (RGu1 L
1146.) .

Jews barred from dining cars (Transport Min-
isler to Intcrior Mlinister, December 30,
1939, Docurient NC-3995.)

Law for the Re-establishment of the Profes:
sicnal Civil 3ervice, Aprl 7, 1933 (RGB1
1, 175.) : _

Law far the Frotection of German Dload and
Honor, Scptember 15, 1935 (RcCoL 1,
1148.) : !

Dezcce authorizing loczl authoritics to bar
Jeews fram the sircets on certuin days (i.c.,
Nazi holidays), December 3, 1938 (RCBI
I, 1873.) ‘

Beol burmings in Nazi Cerrny
Decrce of July 25, 1030 {2C31 I, 059.)

Directive by Coring providing for concentra-
tion of Jews in houses, December 23, 1938
(Borman to Roscrber, Jaacary 17, 1939,
P5-69.) b

The "Sozialausgleichssbgabe”  which pro-
vided that Jews pay a special income tax
in licu of donations for Party purposcs im-
nosed on Nazis, Decembe, 24, 1940 (RZ31
1, 16686.)

Propasal by the Party Chancellery that Juws
not be permitted to institate civil suils,
Scptember 9, 1942 (Bomiann to Justice
Ministry, September 9, 1342, NG-151.)

Dccree empowering the Justice Ministry to

woid wills ol'fcm.ﬁn the “"sound judgment
;g(l})‘.c people,” July 31, 1938 (RCBL I,

.

Decree of September 1, 1941 (RGB1 I, 547.)

Destruction of s)'n:l:guguns in entire Reich,
November 10, 1938 ( Hevdrich to Ciiring,
November 11, 1938, PS-3t:34.)

Friedadly relations with Jews prohibited, Octo-
ber 24, 1941 (Cestapo dirccuve, L-15.)




[end]
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