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' Fears Voiced Over ‘Key 73’

" baum,

'Special Heritage' of Jews Czted

By W. A. REED
Tennessean Religion News Editer
Any religious perspective
which fails to acknowledge
that the Jewish people hold
a special place in religious
heritage is unsatisfactory to
them, a nationally known
Jewish leader said yesterday.
Rabbi Mare H, Tanne-
national interreligions
affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee,
warned at a session of a
Baptist - Catholic - Jewish tri-
logue at Vanderbilt Divinity
School that:

“MANY JEWS have ex-
pressed fear that the theme
of ‘Key 73,
continental evangelism
campaign, “to call America
to Christ,! would seek to
undermine the faith of other
religious bodies by any means
— foul or fair,”

Tannebaum said at a
morning meeting that some
groups affiliated with “Key
73, including “the American
Board of Mission to the
Jews,” “Jews for Jesus,”
‘“‘Campus Crusade” and
others, were using pressure
tzc.hniques of deception, plus
social pressure to try to
convert Jews.
lm"Snch tg;:tics m‘gre totally

permissible morally
reprehensible,” he said.
Singling out the “Jews for
Jesus” movement, he said it
“is doomed to failure and
they will not be accepted by
either household of fmth.
primarily because they have
oversimplified both Judaism
and Christianity.”

TANNEBAUM recalled that

an inter-

history shows that in every
period of major turmoil, in-
cl the ©
search for a
Crusades and *“more recent
enormous desires of people
for salvation,” these searches
began to border on the satanic
unless they were accompanied
by strict guidance.

“A ic tradition is the
flight from the inability of
man to cope with human
needs and a leap to the af-
terlife, and in Jewish history
all of its manifestations have
lec_ldta destruction,” the rabbi
said.

In a final statement on
“Key 73,” Tannebaum said:

“IF ‘KEY 73' has as its
intention the deepening of the
faith commitments of
Christians to i and
of transforming their lives so
they will become more ef-
fective instruments of God's
love, - justice, and recon-
ciliation between men, then
not only would I presume to
be for its purpose but in fact
I would bless and pray for
its suceess.”

Another papelist, the Rev
Edward H. Flannery,

_jman, secratanat for Ca:holu:-

‘ewish relations, National
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, said:

“ ‘Key 73" has aroused fears
in the Jewish community
among those who see it as
an attempt fo convert Jews
to Christianity, to Christianize
America and establish a civil

: religion.”

FLANNERY recalled that
only 40 Roman Catholic
dioceses out of 150 are par-
ticipating in “Key 73,” and
that each diocese that par-
ticipates does so on its own
terms.

“We do have a universal
mandate to preach the gospel
to all, and anyone can listen,
but this does mnot mean
singling out Jews for this is
a matter of theological princi-
ple,” Flannery said.

The Rev. M. Thomas
Starkes, secretary, Depart-
ment of Interfaith Witness,
Home Mission Board,

| Southern Baptist Convention,

‘Universal Mandate’

Rabbi Marc H. Tannebaum, left, director of inter-
religious affairs of the American lemsll Committee,
talks with the Rev. Edward H, Flannery of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C.,
during a conference break at a Catholic-Baptist-Jew-
ish trilogue at Vanderbilt Divinity School,

called for a ftype of
evangehszn that is nonjudg-

and sharing and
that "a‘!,lpelrgs the faith of
others and deals with social
justice as well as individual
faith.”

“THIS TYPE of evangelism
will exclude no man or group,
single out no man or group,
defend every person’s right
to be themselves and will
assume: a servant stance,”
Starkes said.

The Rev. Ron Kerr, a staff

member of the United
Methodist Board of Disei-
pleship here, said the greatest
danger of “Key 73, noted
by its founders, was that it
might present itself to North
Americans as a folk religion
and “that to be a Christian

And if “Key 73" tuated |
that myth “it d be terri-
ble,” he said.

Kerr said “Key 73" tends |

| to unite evangelicals who look 1

back at the 1950s and admit |
| that their evangelism lacked
lmteg‘nty, with social groups
!who recall the 1960s and
rea.lu;e “they got so far out
‘on the picket lines that they
!lost touch with their biblical
| base.”

| KERR SAID it must be
| realized that there is a

—

]

—Staff ghoto by Dale Ermsberser

massive body of persons who
outnumber Protestants, Jews
and Roman Catholics and
there are those ‘who have
no contact with God.”

Approximately 80 national
and local clergymen attended
the second session of the
trilogue. Today, the trilogue
moves to The Temple, 5015
Harding Boad. for its final
sessions,

A presentation on . “Mes-
sianic Hope in Christian
and Jewish Traditions” begins
at 9:30 a.m. today. Speakers
at The Temple will be Dr. |
William E. Hull, Southern |
Baptist Thenloglcal Seminary,
Louisville, and Dr. Ellxsll
Rivkin, professor at Hebrew |
Union College, Cincinnati. |

The final session is at The
Te.mple at 12:30 p.m. today.

one must be an American.” ~
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Key 73 Service |
At Raytown South -

Sept. 9 in the Raytown South
High School Auditorium..

The theme will be “Calling
Our Community to Christ.”- .
The purpose of: the Service is
to stress the importance of Je- .
sus Christ” and His relevance
to daily living, according to
_the.Rev.. Robert R. .Haekler,
| president. of “the -Raytown
_ Ministerial ‘Alliance and chair-
“man of -the.Key 73-Committee
*.“for Raytown churches>

. The keynote speaker will be
~-Ernie Mehl, former sports -~
. editor of The Star, and church
_lay leader. Also speaking will
 he.Jeff Kinney..of the.Kansas..
City Chiefs, who is active in
the Fellowship of ' Christian
Athletes, and  Doug’ Suthel:'- :
land, executive-director of the : s i S
Raytown Y.M.CA. . . . 7~y ERNIE MEHL
Music- will ‘be provided by loist. Nine Raytown area-
the youth-choir 'and hand bell churches. have provided ush-
choir of “Raytown Christian . ers counselors and funds ' for
Chureh and ‘Jerry Outlaw, so- . the’ senvlias,

I — + Othér Key 73 évents for the
fall will include- participation
in Raytown Round-Up Days, a
Festival of Faith and a pulpit
exchange - 7
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No proselytization

Rabbi asks Key 73 halter

By MARTHA MAN
Religion Writer

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of
New' York City has urged the
Christian community involved
in the continent-wide evangeli-
cal program known as Key 73
to draw a [irm distinction be-
tween
proselytization.

The national director of in-
terreligious affairs for the
American Jewish Committee
said the stated slogan of Key
73—"to call the continent to
Christ"'—is viewed as provoca-
tion to the Jewish community
without necessary clarification
of its meaning.

Placing the Jewish-Christian
tension raised by Key 73 ina
historical context, Tanenbaum
expressed the fear it could be-
come a resurrection of equat-
* ing American nationalism and
~ evangelical Christianity, which

was‘ prevalent in early Ameri-

can history.

He cited the suppression of
Catholics and Jews who were
not allowed to hold office or
vote in colonial days unless
they acknowledged a supreme

being and then ‘‘lestified to

“evangelization” and

the truth of evangelical Chris-
tanity.”

The rabbi noted this aspect
of our history is what fu'ings

“the gut reaction from Jews

and a growing number of
Catholics” to the Key 73 pro-

_gram.

He said. Key 73 has provided
2 validation for such groups as
the American Board of Mis-
sions to the Jews, Jews for Je-
sus, which he termed a front
group for the American Board
of Missions, Campus Crusade
for Christ, Young Life, and the
Young Hebrew Christian Alli-
ance in.their efforts to convert
Jews. to Christianity.

Tanenbaum termed blind
evangelization which results in
proselytizing as “‘psychological
harassment’ and claimed it
has resulted in social ostra-
cism against some individuals.

He cited documented in-
stances in Portland, Ore., Co-
lumbus, Ohio, and Florida
where such harassment has

occurred.
Atiacking such ‘“‘unbridled
zeal,” the rabbi warned if Key

73 does not clerify ils major
emphasis the problems and is-
sued raised will become mag-

«++ A—27

nified when Key T3 goes global
by 1980 (its staled intent).

Rabbi Tanenbaum called on
the -coalition of more than 140 .

Christian groups, which com-
prise Key 73, to use their pro-
gram “lo intensify the faith of
nominal Christians and to
reach the unchurched.”

He commented Wednesday
during a meeting with faculty
and students of Perkins School
of - Theology at Southern Meth-
odist University.

Tenenbaum said he sought
such clarification of intent
from Key 73 leaders last Octo-
ber and was turned down by a
Methodist and a Missouri Syn-
od Lutheran serving inleader-
ship capacities.

He claimed they *'refused lo
acknowledge there was a pos-
sible problem."”

It was not until early De- s

cember that the rabbi spoke
out publicly of his fears of re-
percussion from the Jewish
and Catholic communities.

Tanenbaum said Wednesday

that the lack of leadership in

Key 73 on this issue has re-
sulted in “exitremists” on both
sides — the Jewish Defense

League and Campus Crusade
for Christ, -

Lo
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Evangelism Raises Ire

' By HELEN PARMLEY

“Key 73,” the year-long
Christian evangelistic effort
_to “call. the continent to
- Christ” may have more to pit
.Christian against Christian,
:Jew against Jew and Chris-
‘tian and Jew against each

other than it

: ini could hope to

-‘gp e repair by win-
and ning souls.

most

Analysis The

publicized

event connected with the
drive by 150 Protestant and
-Roman Catholic groups and
.denominations has been the
fear expressed that it would
-result in undermining Juda-

" lism and destroy the concept

‘of religious pluarlism.
Citing specific instances of
‘proselytization of Jews, Rab-
bi Marc Tanenbaum of New
York, last January publicly
..vented his outrage and de-

..manded that Key 73 leaders '
"< change the

“‘unconditional

" language" of the movement’s
> objectives in order to place
-...committed Jews off limits to

"~ over-zealous evangelists.
In Dallas this week, Tanen-

i
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baum, said, “‘God has always
had a special relationship
with the Jewish people...I
have never felt called to sin-
gle out the Jews and as Jews
. . . The American genius is
that without denying anyone
an expression of their convic-
tions, all are nevertheless
partners in our society."

. "baum told about his unsuc-
. cessful efforts to have this

i? -done quietly, long before the’

.campaign was begun, when

: “he urged Key 73 organizers
~=10 limit evangelistic efforts
i_ 10 uncommitted persons and

= backsliding Christians.
Since the campaign was
“launched in January, howev-

.- +er, and since Tanenbum ex-

.:-pressed

his indignation,

~ Christian clergymen in spe- °

“cific areas have gone to such
_lengths as printing full page
“Btatements in newspapers to

,~-denounce proselytization.
'}, They assured ‘“our Jewish

“~brothers"

that an ‘‘over-

_--whelming majority of Chris-

: ;:dgre "

-“tians supportine “i¢§*

This week, the national
publication ‘“‘The Christian
Century” reports that the
Synagogue Council of Ameri-
ca, coordinating agency for
three main branches of
American Judaism, stated,
“The real danger to Jewish
survival stems . . , from the

erosion of Jewish religious

commitment.”
Acknowledging the Jewish

community is “justifiably ap- |

prehensive™ about the Key 73
campaign, the  council
warned that “‘this challenge
cannot be met by opposing
efforts of the Christian com-
munity to advance its reli-
gious ideals.”

It called the Jewish com-
munity to increased efforts
1o “confront American Jew-
ry, especially the young in
high schools and on the cam-
pus, with the spiritual ideals
and values of the Jewish peo-
pie."

The resulting dichotomy of
the Key 73 debate involves,
on one hand, the hard-shelled
Christians  shouting  that
“One Way," Jesus Christ, is
the only “‘truth" and, on the
other, Tanenbaum proclaim-
ing. “The Jewish people
stakes its existence on the
truth and validity of that

2 n}_(,uf]_‘__- et

Convenant made by God with

those whom He has elected.”

Responding to both claims
is Dr. Schubert Ogden, SMU
Perkins School of The-

ology professor and ‘theologi- -

an, who charged each to dis-
tinguish between having the
right to be itself and being
right.

“Every group has a right '

to be itsell without preju-
dice,” said Dr. Ogden, “‘But
that is not to say every group
is right or everyone con-
cerned with a group is right:

“[ have the right to ex-
press myself to what I be-
lieve to be true, but the truth
belongs to no one and no one
has the right to say another
committed person does not

hawve tha triuath M
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ADVISORY COUNCIL

55 WEST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 - LONGACRE 4-3450

~"  September 7, 1973

TO: fask Force on Ezy/’ﬁgf/////

FROM: Joel Ollander

Under the headline "Major Evangelical Drive Appears a Failure
Over-All," reporter Eleanor Blau comments on the current status of
'H'Key T 73 . it

In the event that you may have missed this interesting article
which appeared in the New York Times on September 2, 1973, it is here-
with enclosed.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1973

lure Over-All |

Major Evangelical Drive Appears a Fai

. By ELEANOR BLAU i
N%n was heralded as the
ggest evangelical drive ever
undertaken appears to have
failed over-all.

The drtve, called Key 73, was
begun with considerable !a.n-l
fare eight months ago by more,
than 140 church groups in the!
United States and Canada with!
a goal of confronting every

Christ.” :
Even the most en
participants now concede that
will not come close to
htlge that . For omne
ear- campaign
o make extes
masg media, as
couse of m d
ly an expec
n-ﬁgn bas been raised for
the national media effort, and
by e Creieys Hatiol
cam 's mati
headquarters ?:5 t. Louis has
the hali-hour television
special that began the drive in
January,

‘WWMr

The Rev. Dr. Theodore A.
mﬂveg:q:ctord
t

l;::Iam-naei, be-

¥

m?lmutlon.

"The cﬁls of Key 73 were
not so rly defined that ev-
eryone could see exactly what
he could do,” a Houston minis-
ter reported. Another
% sgg he just did mt&w

gone wrong. ‘““When
you"ve got the Campus Crusade
that gets 150,000 people in Dal-
las, you can't say that massi
is out,” he added.
Jersey minister ob-
served that much of the plan-
ning was “not urban oriented.”
And a New York i t
called promotion efforts here

.

-y

eeble,
Position of Jews

_ Ironically, one source of pub-
licity has been Jewish leaders
who wamed that efforts to
convert Jews would set back al
decade of relaxed Jewish-Chris-
tian relations.

Statements from a number of

I

extensive use of| knocked

mantled mass media commitice
of the campaign.

Another member of that
committee, the Rev. Jerry
Davis, seys grass-roots cooper-
aiion among Protestants of
widely differing traditions and
some Roman Catholics in plan-
ning local Key 73 events broxe
new d in ecumenism.

“Key 73 really did inspire a
a lot to happen. But it was not
what everyone anticipated,”
said Mr. Davis, who cdits a
Key 73 newsletter for the New
York, New Jersey and Con-
necticut area. .

In accordance with original
plans, most of the activity has
been organized Iocally by indi-
vidual parishes and denomina-
tions or interfaith groups, They
on doors, distributed
Bibles, held rallies or conducted
ather s in accordance
with their particular styles of
evangelism. v

There has be¢en no organized
effort to keep track of the vari-
ous local endeavors, and so
leaders of the drive say they

cannot assess its impact. Never-
theless, regional committess
such gs the tristate group here

Events here included a con-
ference of about 1,000 clergy-
| moagdtfn:mtgebe;ftha

i ve-
2 i Church at

.|55th Street and a Christian

arts festival in Bryant Park.

A youth rally is planned for
Oct. 6 in the Louis Armstrong
Stadium in Flushing Meadow
Pzrk and a2 meeting Oct, 13 at
St. Paul and St. Andrew Metho-
dist Church on Waest &86Lh
Street. That session was to
have beer a rally in the Felt
Forum of Meadison Square Gar-
den, but, Mr, Davis said, “We

pastorhad to scale down here, too.

The whole idea of mass meet-
ings doesn't really go, &t least
I.n!Hew York.”
n Chicago, two attempts to
hold mass rallles “could most
1 be termed ‘disas-
trous,' " Mr. Barrett said. A De-
troit clergyman called the cam-
paign there a “nonevent.” In
south Florida onmly about 10
churches are conducting any
Key 73 programs, alth 125
of some 600 churches there in-
dicated interest in the drive in
January.
Reports of Suceess
There are also reports of suc-
cess. "The campaign is active,
for example, in the Los An-
geles area, where the co-chair-
man of the Key 73 commitiee

rabbis and assurances by some
leaders that ::ﬁ
.evangelism kept the cam
news fcr some tims,
think their reaction helped our
cause,” Dr, Raedeke remarked

Probably the biggest impact
the campaign has gan
among people already involved
in church activity, “There was
interaction between groups
with no track record of work-
ing tglgather." reports the Rev,
Daniel A. Barrett of Chimdgio,
who served on the now-dis-

is Pat Boone, the singer.

Mr. Boone and his associates
produced an hour-loag musical
fgfth Key 73, called “Come To-

er,” when it became appar-
ent that the natiopal headquar-
ters would not be able to
accomplish its media goals, The
program, whose production cost
is being paid by the Los Ange-
les committee, has been shawn
on about 50 television stations,
which put it on the gir free as
part of their time alloited for
public service.

The half-hour special that be-

|

1

gan the campaign in January
was shown 667 times on abouil
200 stations, Dr. Raedeke re-
ported. Another Boone film is

to be used by Key 73 at Christ-| trying

mas time, zalthough it was not
produced for the campaign.

Reporting other instances of
su Dr, Raedeke said that
85 per cent of the homes in
Nebraska had been visited so
far by Kev 73 representatives
who [eft copies of “Touched by
the Fire, a volume contamning
iwo books of the Bible—Luke
and Acts.

“Denver was completely sat-
urated” with Bibles, he said,
adding that both the American
Bible Soclety in New York and
the World Home Bible Leagu=
had distributed more Bibles this

The camphign was criticized
at its start by opposite sides
of the church spectrum. A Fun-

i to

various liberal officials of the
three major denominations that
did not officially endorse Key
73 — the United Church of
Christ, the Episcopal Church
and the United Presbyterian
Church—<alled the drive a pub-
lic relations gimmick not

to have lasting effect.
The U

porter.a n that

the effort, in &

gations,” 1
ive “seems to have
m:ithinlg more than
yawn. :

year than in any previous year.
T —————
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The San Diego District of The United Methodxst Church
Southern California— Arizona Conference

2111 Camino Del Rio S.— San Diego, California 92108

Telephone: (714) 291-9374

resident bishop | CHARLES F. GOLDEN
superintendent RALPH B. JOHNSON

Pebruary 6, 1973

KEY '73 AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY " : i

Several Jewish 1eaders have expreaaad concarn that Key '73, an i
ecumenical movement of more than 130 Christian denominntiona whosa purpose
is that of “Callzng our Continent to Christ", will damage relationships be-

tween Christians end Jewa. It must be regratfully acknawledged that their r

concern is justified. Some over-zaaloua campus organizationa and Chr;stzan

groups cons1der Key '73 a mandate to convert Jewa and those of other rel:.g:.ons
to their partlcular brand of Chr;stianity. ThlB interpretatlon_is unfortunate
and deplorable. |

The primary_pufposes of Key '73 are those of calling Christians to a

deeper underatanding'of and commitment to their faith, and to reach those c;f"i

_our antlnant who are not actively relatad to any of the rellglous orgenizations

in our society. Any assumption that those of other rellgioua traditions are

without a meaningful faith is arrogant and presumptious. _ ;

There are plenty of prospects for conversion on this Continent, and '
hence no ne_ed for prdablytizing those who are already committed to another _-;'
faitia.- The Christianl-religion springs from and is deeply rooted in the Jewish
tradifion. We worship the séme God. Chriatianity owes ﬁany Qf its pfbfound
insights to ifs Jeﬁish heritege. The Hebrew prophet, Malachi, correctly aéks,
“Have we not all one Father, hath n&t one God created us? Why do we deal

treacherously, man against his brother?" -(3310)




=

Key '73, and other evangelistic emphases of our Churches, should deepen
appreciation for-Chriatinn faith and’'the faiths of our neighbors. There are
honest differences of rgligious interpretation, goals, and rituals. Differ-
ences must not be treated as if they do not matter, but pdersons can be
treated as.if they mattér more than differences. Christidns will do well to
heéd.the words of Jesus: '"Judge not, that you be not judged."

Whenever the spirit of mutual respect and appreciation is violated,
incalculable harm is pgrpetrated. Our Jewish brothers can be assured that
an §vafwﬁelm1n§ mnjority of ghriatiana who support Key '73, understand and
:eapec; the freedom of every person to worship God according to his own under-
stending.

The E&ecutivé Committee of Key '73 Task Force, Southern California-Arizona
Conferanc;, the Unit?d-Hethod;st Church, diaavown.hny efforts on.the part of
Cﬁriatian.gféupa fd convert Jews or tha#e of_athafhreiigioua.iraaiiidﬁg. We

respect the integrity of those whose religicus beliefs differ from our own.

Ralph B. Johnson, Superintendent
San Diego District, United Methodist
' - Church

. - Chairman, Key '73 Task Force
Southern California-Arizona Conference
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BY BILL COHEN
Chronicle Special Reporter

The Jewish community
nust take Key '73 seriously
ecause it is a “systematic,
nassive” effort to coavert
1l Americans, including
jews, to fundamentalist
hristianity, according to
xabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
National Director of the
nter-religion  Religious
\ffairs Department of the
American Jewish Com-
nittee. - ..

Tanenbaum spoke to
Jewish commumity leaders
n Columbus IMay 3 after
orticinating in a Jewish-
utheren dialogue at Capitol

=3

While slres'sing t
community ‘‘shouldn’t
create a crisis atmosphere,”
Tanenbaum said ,that in
many cities, Key '73 has
zeroed in omn Jewish
youngsters.

In Los Angeles, Tanen-
baum said, “Public schools
had been arenas for
prosylitizing Jewish kids”—
until  Jewish leaders
protested. He added that a
Dallas

past several months, 25
young Jews have joined the
“Jews for Jesus’’
movement.

“Deceptive means of
reaching Jewish children
have often been used—coke

) s

Conservative. .
synagogue claims that in the =

parties, hamburger bashes,
and rock concerts,’”” ac-
cording to the Rabbi.

“The American Board of
Mission to the Jews now has
alarger budget than it’s ever
h_ad before in its 75-year
history,"” added Tanenbaum.
The “Jews for Jesus”
movement is a front for the
American Board of Mission
ti? the Jews, and it is sub-
sidized by evangelical
churches to zero in on Jewish
Kids"on college campuses

- acresS the country.”

Tanenbaum said more
than 700 Jesus communes

" have sprung up across the

country, adding that more
than 140 religious bodies are

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 1)
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) *

involved in what he termed
“an unprecedented effort.”

Tanenbaum said the most
dangerous aspect of Key '73
is that “‘it brings us back to
the first hundred years of
our country"’ when
evangelical Christianity was
considered the patriotic
religion. This was & time
‘“when Jews and Roman
Catholies were second-class
citizens,” often unable to
vote or hold public office
unless they converted, the
Rabbi explained.

‘Making the situation even
more ominous, according to
Tanenbaum, is what he
termed “major economic

and political support” for
Key '73 and the fact that
President Nixon was raised
in an evangelical Methodist
church. With Nixon’s closest
associate the Rev. Billy
Graham, recent years have
seen the evangelical
religious thrust “‘coupled
with a retreat from
responsibility for domestic
social justice that is in-
credible,” said Tanenbaum.

“The people who ‘con-
celved of the slogan and
campaign of Key '73 (con-
fronting and turning the
nation toward Christ) are
essentially rural,
evangelical pastors, who
have had little or no ex-
perfence with the Jewish
community,” Tanenbaum
stressed. “Jews exist for

[ Al acomt M iy —
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them only as objects of
conversion.”

Recently, however, when
the Jewish community has
reacted, it has gotten
Christian religious leaders in
3040 communities across the
country to issue public
statements, saying that Key
13 is intended to reach
Christians and not Jews,
according to Tanenbaum.

The Rabbi said that Key
'73 may be just the beginning
of a world-wide trend toward
evangelism. He cited plans
for a 1974 conference to plan-
for “‘A campaign to call the
whole world to Christ in
1980." Tanenbaum said the
world could be taken “back
to the Fourth Century" by
what he described 03 the
current contest of which
religion will symbolize the
unity of the world.” ;

«Jews must insist on being

. accepted on our own terms,”

concluded Tanenbaum.




January 4, 1973
“~WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"KEY 73 OFFICIAL CLARIFIES EVANGELISM POLICY TOWARD JEWS"

On January 6, Kéy 73, the nationwide evangelism campaign, will
launch its first major national television program, keynoting its
drive to '"call the continent to Christ." As is generally known, this
unprecedented ecumenical crusade to evangelize "all the people of
America' in 1973 has resulted in a series of critical reactions on
the part of a numbef of Jewish religious and éoﬁmunal leaders. The
issues to which these Jewish spokesmen have responded are essentially
those first raised in a research document on "Evangelism and the Jewé"
prepared by the American Jewlish Committee and since made available to
Jewish communities-throughout the country through the agencj of the
National Community Relations Advisory Council,

Among the issues which rightly concern Jewish leadership are
these: What are the implications of a campaign to evangeliie America
for the pluralist character of America? Will an evangelical theology
that perceives Christianity as a ''substitute covenant" for that of
Judaism feed negative and even anti-Semitic attitudes toward the
Jewish people? Will the Key 73 campaign which emphasizes testifying
to Christ througﬁ neighborhood door-to-door canvases and college and
high school campus crusades lead to coercive pressures against the

conscience of Jewish individuals and groups, and others?

[

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Directof\af/éhe Interreligious
Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly
religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.

=y




o

In an effort to obtain clarification of Key 73 policies on
these crucial issues, I met with Key 73 leaders last October in
St. Louis and.havg since corresponded with several of their leaders.
This week the first official policy statement on several of these
issues was made in a letter to me from the executive director of the
Key 73 campaign, Dr. Theodore Raedeke of St. Louis. These are the
major clarifications of views expressed by Dr. Raedeke whose words
I quote (with his permission):

"There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the
thrust of Key 73. I trust that you understand this, just as we under-
stand your position to be not anti-Christian. We do not wish to per-
secute, éressure or force Jews to believe or do anything against
their will, On the other hand we are confident that the Jews do not
wish to undermine our holy faith or deprive us of our rights to prop-
agate our faith -- the privilege which we enjoy in America.

| "Rest assuréd that we will attempt in no way to deny our deep-
est Christian convictions in this regard so that we wrong the Jewish
community in any way. At the same time, I hbpe that we may be con-
fident that you who are not Christian will not in any way intimidate
or pressure the many Christians participating in Key 73 against con—'
fessing before men the saving G03pe1.ﬁ

While these.views do not respond adequately to all the ques-
tions that the Jewish community would want clarified, the statement

repudiating anti-Semitism and any evangelical resort to coercion are
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welcome clarifications indeed. One can only hope and expect that
this message will reach many of the Key 73 evangelists, especially
on college and high school campuses, some of whom iﬁ their zeal need
such reminders that the right of religious liberty involves the

duty of respecting the conscience of others who do not feel the need

to be witnessed to.

73-700-3




daily news bulletin

Published by Jewish Telegraphic Agency 165 West &46th St. New York,N.Y.10036
Contents copyright: Republication only by previous arrangement

Vol. XL~ Fifty-Sixth Year

Wednesday, January 3, 1973

No. 2

SYRIAN MIG DOWNED IN DOGFIGHT

TEL AVIV, Jan. 2 (JTA)--A Syrian MIG-21 was
shot down today in a dogfight with Israeli jets over
the cease-fire lines. A military spokesman said
the air battle took place at 1 p.m. local time when
the MIG attempted to interfere with an Israeli
aerial patrol in Israeli air space. The Syrian
plane was seen crashing into a hill on the Leban-
ese side of the Syrian-Lebanese border. All Is-
raeli aircraft returned safely to their bases.

The incident was the latest in a week of ten-
sion along the Israeli-Syrian line during which
Syrian artillery shelled Israeli settlements and
Israel Air Force jets twice attacked terrorist
strongholds and Army positions inside Syria, Is~
raeli jets bombed the Syrian Army camp at Nabk,
40 miles north of Damascus Saturday night without
interference from Syrian jets. Syrian MIG's have
been flying reconnaissance along the cease-fire
line since Sunday but none crossed into Israeliair
space until today.

Mission Sabotage
MASSIVE MANHUNT FOR 3 TERRORIST
INFILTRATORS FROM LEBAHON

TEL AVIV, Jan, 2 (JTA)--Israeli security for-
ces are engaged in a massive man-hunt in the
northern district to track down three terrorist in-
filtrators from Lebanon who are believed to be on
a sabotage mission against a large population cen-
ter in northern Israel. The search has been un-
derway since last week but was disclosed only to-
day. Local police, border police and Army units
are involved, aided by helicopters and police dogs.

The search was ordered when evidence was
found that five terrorists crossed into Israel near
Hanita in Western Galilee last week. Tracks were
discovered indicating that two of the infiltrators
have since returned to Lebanon and the search is
now concentrating on their three companions, One
was reported Saturday in Manda village near Naz-
areth asking for food and water but managed to
elude a police dragnet and road blocks.

According to reliable sources, one of the in-
filtrators is Nayif Zaaroura, a former resident
of Nazareth with a long criminal record who fled
from Israel in 1963 after police arrested his
brother, Nimmer, on criminal charges, Zaaroura
was said to have married and settled down in
Lebanon but later moved to Syria where he joined
a terrorist gang. He has reportedly been seen in
Nazareth wearing a false beard,

ISRAEL BRINGING PRESSURE ON
EAST GERMANY TO PAY REPARATIONS

JERUSALEM, Jan, 2 (JTA)--Israel officials
revealed that the Israel Foreign Ministry has been
applying pressure on other nations to urge East
Germany to assume responsibility for the Nazi
holocaust and to pay reparations. The questionof
East German responsibility has arisen in the past
few weeks with the likelihood that a flock of states
will now extend diplomatic recognition of the East
German government in an about-face of the past
25 years following the realization of West German
Chancellor Willy Brandt’s ostpolitik.

The Israel government, at the Cabinet session
Sunday, asked Foreign Minister Abba Eban to ap=
ply pressure on the United States and West Euro-~
pean states. But a Foreign Ministry spokesman

afterwards conceded that these contacts have al-
ready begun and a *‘favorable response’’ has
been produced in some quarters. The Israelis
would like other nations to hold off giving diplo-
matic recognition to East Germany until it ac-
cepts its responsibility for the holocaust and
makes suitable payment to the Israelis as West
Germany has already done.

The Israelis have made it clear that they will
not vote for East German membership in the
United Nations, or extend diplomatic recognition
to the East German state until it meets both of
these conditions. Israel has stopped short of de-
manding that friendly countries simply refuse to
recognize East Germany until it comes forward
with an assumption of responsibility. Rather, the
Israelis are imploring their friends to apply strong
pressure on the East Germans to assume that res-
ponsibility. .

In 1951, Israel approached both West Germany
and East Germany with requests for restitution.
West Germany eventually paid hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars. East Germany never replied for-
mally, but its propagandists have always main-
tained that there are no Nazis in East Germany,
only in West Germany. Jerusalem is expected to
release evidence shortly proving that this is not
the case.

STRIKES BLANKET ISRAEL; 36,000 OUT

TEL AVIV, Jan. 2 (JTA)--Thirty-thousand en-
gineers and technicians and 6000 government hos-
pital employes went on strike today in support of
demands for higher wages. The failure of last
minute efforts to settle the disputes left Israelis
with partially blacked-out television screens,
radios silent except for brief hourly news bullet-
ins and the threat of curtailed power supplies and
disrupted telephone and telex communications.
The walk-out by hospital administrative and cat-
ering employes halted health services at 22 gov-
ernment hospitals except for emergencies and
cases involving members of the security forces.

The' engineeers and technicians called a 24~
hour ‘“‘warning strike’’ after meetings last night
with Finance Minister Pinhas Sapir, Labor Min-
ister Yosef Almogi and other government officials
ended in deadlock. The engineers, who are de-
manding a 74 percent wage hike in the highest job
categories, rejected a government proposal to let
a special committee work out new wage scales.

Power stations, telephone and telex exchanges
continued to function today but without supervis-
ors and without maintenance men to make repairs
if break-downs occur, Television programming
was limited to the Arabic program and the Heb-
rew news,

Histadrut officials and Health Minister Victor
Shemtov tried in vain last night to avert the hos-
pital strike. The workers are demanding that
government hospitals accept the recent recom-
mendations of a special inquiry committee, in-
cluding higher wages, which have already been’
accepted by Kupat Holim, the Histadrut sick-
fund, and non-government hospitals. Shemtov ar-
gued that the recommendations were not binding
and advised the workers to negotiate a new wage
scale with the hospitals, but the hospital employes
remained adamant, There were no signs this af-
ternoon of further contacts between the workers
and government and civil service representatives.
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KNESSET APPROVES ELECTORAL REFORM ences between Israeli veterans and the Jewish
MEASURE TO STRENGTHEN MAJOR PARTIES State’s new immigrants.’’ He said each new im-

migrant is automatically guaranteed adequate

JERUSALEM, Jan. 2 (JTA)--An electoral re- housing, job training and many other benefits

form measure that will strengthen Israel’s majos from both the Israel government and charitable
parties at the expense of the smaller ones was ap- organizations while the sabras (native-born) do
proved by the Knesset early this morning after a not receive even one half of these benefits.

stormy all-night session marked by mutual recrim- He said that ““while it would be totally unfair

inations and shouted insults from the floor. The
:, chamber gave a substantial margin to a bill spon-
sored by the Alignment and Gahal, the two largest
parties, that would convert surplus votes into addi-
tional Knesset seats for the largest parties.
Surplus votes are those won by a party in na-
tional elections which are in excess of the minimum HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO BORIS PENSON
required for a given number of Knesset seats, The WASHINGTON, Jan, 2 (JTA)--A vigil across
new bill would award the extra seats to the party the ‘street from the Soviet Embassy fe%:tu.red a
polling the largest total number of votes. Underthe g ,jemn pirthday celebration today for Boris Pen-
?hre?e“t sytstem,lthe extra seats go to the party with .o, ‘the Jewish artist who is 27 years old today
e largest surpius vote, and languishing in a prison camp in Potma. Mem-
The bill was bitterly pppnsed by the 5"5’3“ par- bers of the Henrietta Szold Hadassah Chapter car-
ties, mainly those with four or less seats in parli- ried 27 large candles in Penson’s honor and shout-
Smens, Pa'ni?ﬁonmm _brol-n_;e o:(ti s t:ﬁ cl;n‘l‘b::r ed happy birthday greetings in Russian. The chap-
when the small factions objected to alleged 'steam- .. ;155 gent telegram congratulations to Penson
roller” tactics by Knesset Speaker Israel Yeshay- and his mother.
ahu to ram through the Alignment-Gahal bill. Yesh- Across the street at the Embassy at least one
ayahu refused for 30 minutes to give the floor to the ¢ o e ohgerved peeking from behind closed

smaller factions on points of order, When he fin- : :
. e curtains throughout the proceedings, but there was
ally relented, the MKs of the minor parties spent no official reaction from the Russians. Penson

another half hour heaping personal abuse on the T : . S
= 0 e - . e - — -was arrested-in-Dec, 1970 and sentenced to 10
s T e s O chairmen and the years in prison. A collection of his paintings,
ignment in general, , smuggled out of Russia by a friend, is now on dis-
SCHEEL TO VISIT CAIRO play at the Jewish Museum in New York and is

BONN, Jan. 2 JTA)--Foreign Mizister Walter | | ©Focted soon (0 {OUF fhe country.
Scheel will visit Cairo next March for political con- RABBI WARNS AGAINST MISSIONARY GROUPS
sultations with Egyptian leaders, the Foreign Min- BOSTON, Jan. 2 (JTA)--The a "
3 p 1 , Jan. -- ggressive cam-
istry confirmed today, He is also expected to visit paign to “call the continent to Christ* by the~

Jordan and Lebanon, An -announcement in Cairo- . i K ; bas
that Scheel would visit there from March 2-5 was Christian evangelical group kno : 1 B

for Israel to use the vast funds channeled to Is-
rael for absorption of new immigrants for the
veterans, | wish to be among those who will
champion immediate methods to provide similar
benefits for Israeli veterans.'’

not confirmed here but the Ministry said those ;::Illiegyartnt:reat o Lhe : O;iiﬁ; (:)ff‘; ow Y ork'plat;;ails-‘
s : , S bbi James A, ;
datess :” elie “;l;m'.esf':égl I‘:l;:t lBﬁl:: :ad- n e!:md_s o tant dirfector of the Interrell s Affairs Depart-
. ec eee.tw C fl e o1l f ¢ ea.rmbmutn tia ttasit ment of the American Jewish Committee. Addres-
GONE 50, LIRS AN WELL ARV sing 1300 high school teen-agers at the 22nd annual

was postponed due to the West German elections 4 Kk
and the Munich slayings last Sept. 5. His main top- ;‘:&?n;:;: ts;!;ée.United Syagugie Tout sk weel,

ics of discussions in Cairo will be the Middle East ¢The Key 73 movement poses a threat and a

situation and German-Arab bilateral cooperation i
y = challenge to the American Jewish community, es=
22“?:?512“:&?“1' ":':’St Germai‘z] am} Egérgtt :n;é pecially its young men and women.. If evangelical
4 %’; 2 :edul‘ IRORLIL 00 2 NEW. 1INE O Croal Christianity were to become de facto American
e ing. religion, Jews and Judaism would be seen as less

$5M MORTGAGE FUNDS LAUNCHED BY than equal within the American community. A
ISRAEL HISTADRUT FOUNDATION Christian missionary movement based upon the
Will Aid Veterans, Young Marrieds negation and denigration of Judaism as a living

faith, as a complete religion, can destroy the very
MIAMI BEACH, Jan. 2 (JTA)--A mortgage fund existence of the Jewish people.’’

to provide housing for Israeli veterans was formal- Although he didn’t mention a recent B’nai B'rith

ly launched here Saturday night by the Israel His- Hillel survey by name, which said that conversion

tadrut Foundation at a farewell tribute to Yitzhak = i
o ; efforts were making little progress among Jews
Rabin, retiring Israeli_Ambassador to.the_ United .. . on the nation’s campuses, Rabbi Rudin-differed

States, The 1300 guests subscribed to more than S ”
when he said that ‘“our reports indicate widespread
150 units of $5000 each, a total of more than activity around the country.’’

$750,000 toward an issue of $5 million for the mort-
gage funds through Histadrut Annuity Trusts, ac- NO DEATHS AMONG MANAGUA JEWS
cording to Dr. Sol Stein, president of the Foundation. NEW YORK, Jan, 2 (JTA)--There were no

Dr, Stein and Rabbi Leon Kronish of Miami Beach i
S : * deaths among the several hundred Jews living in
national chairman of the board of the Israel Histad- . n, 00, Nicaragua, during the recent earthquake,

rut Foundation, presented Rabin with the first Israel X
A TR - : although their synagogue was destroyed along with
Histadrut Foundation Medal of Honor. Dr. Stein said most of their possessions, the American Jewish

that the Histadrut, Israel’s Labor Federation, has : - ;
: 3 2 A Committee reported today. Sergio Nudelstejer,
?otir:sefag?inzg::tar::;!ds)?:u:;lrlr:::r?gdn:o:;g?:;? director of the Committee’s Mexican Office, in-
ould provide $25 million in mortgage funds for such formed the natianal headquarters here that a Jew-
b pro : IRPLUM gage : " ish Central American delegation had gone to Nic-
construction, including the $5 million to be raised Sra a0 RESIEE AUAKS vicHTns
in the United States. gu q :
Rabin endorsed the housing and mortgage pro- Menachem Beigin, leader of the Herut party,
gram as ‘“‘the first major effort to equalize differ- was unanimously elected chairman of its Execu-
tive Committee Sunday night.
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ADER SAYS PROGRAM WILL NOT THURSDRY, JANUARY 11, 1973
ESSURE OR FORCE ON U,S, JEWS

By Religious News Service (l—ll-?3)

NEW YORK (RiIS) -- Key 73 does not seek to M"persecute, pfessure or
force Jews to believe.or do anything against their will," according to the
executive dircctor of the broadly-based evangelistic campaign. ;

Dr. Theodore Raedeke of St. Louis, a Missouri Synod Lutheran clergyman,
added that "we are confident that the Jews do not wish to undermine our -
holy faith or deprive us of our rights to prcpagate our faith -- the
privilege vhich we enjoy in America.” %

Mhave is no ant1 Semitism in elther the 1deolcgy or the thrust of
Key 73," Ir.'Racdcke said.

He macde the statements in a letter to Rabbi Marc Tanchbaum, national |
director of interreligious affairs of the American Jewish.Committee here, o,

Rabbi Tanenbaum and other Jowish leaders have raised questions about
the impact of Key 73 on the Jewish community. More than 140 Protestant
denomina‘ions,. independent grounps and some Roman Catholic dioceses are
taking part in Key 73, which was officially launched on Jan. 6 and will run
for a year, The theme is "Calling the Continent t¢ Christ."

In New York, Rabbi Tanenbaum said that in his view Dr. Raedeke's
statement did not "respond adequately to all the questions that the Jewish
community would want clarified,™ but that the repudiation of "anti-Semitism
and any evangelical resort to cocrcion are welcome clarificationsg indeed."

While virtually no one has suggested that Christian proselytization
among Jews is a stated purpose of Key 73, several Jewish lcaders fear the
massive evangelistic drive could create an atmosphere in which non-Key 73
groups would step up attempts to convert Jews.

Sounding the same note reflected in Dr. Raedeke's letter, the Rev. Joe
Hale of Nashville, a United Methodist cvangelism official deeply involved
in Xey 73, said he had never heard any talk on "aiming Key 73 to the Jews
or any other particular group,"

Mr. Hale said Key 73 was organized by Christians wanting to share a
"personal meaning in faith" with those who seek no faith.

. ™Je have never been intercsted in cornering people who have a meaningful
faith and trying to persuade them,” he said. ™e want to bear witness to
a meaningful faith.

"In a pluralistic society, we want all persons to experience deep
“ meaning,”
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Dr., Raedeke's letter to Rabbi Tancnbaum said:

"There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the thrust of
Key 73, I trust that you understand this, just as we understand your
position to be not anti-Christian. We do not wish to persccute, pressure
or force Jews to believe or do anvthing against their will. On the other
hand we are confident that the Jews do not wish to undermine our holy faith
or deprive us of our rights to propagate our faith -- the privilege which

we enjoy in Nmerica.

"Rest assured that we will attempt in no way t2 deny our deepest
Christian convictions in this regard so that we wrong the Jewish community
in any way. ‘- At the same time, I hope that we may be confident that you who
are not Christian will not in any way intimidate or pressurc the many
Christians partlclpatlng in Key 73 agalnst confessing before men the saving
Gospel.™

-0~
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TO OUR
ADUTH

FRIENDS

On Monday evening, April 30, 1973, your missionary-director was officially
installed in his new position. Many have asked him how he likes his “new work.”
Each time he simply states that his new work is just a continuation of that which
he has been doing for years. It is called “building bridges of friendship.” It is sure
to lead to better understanding and may lead to opportunities for evangelism. A
great lesson may be learned in being patient and letting God do His work in
His good time, but be ready at all times to speak when the opportunity arises.

A report of the first three months, January through April, will indicate how
his ministry is developing.

He has spoken at six Baptist churches, some more than omce, telling of the
work of The Christian Testimony to the Jew, Inc. He also has attended two as-
sociation meetings, the Philadelphia Baptist Association ard the Dzlaware Baptist
Association. He and his family joined in the presentation of model Seders at five
churches and twice at the House of Correction in Philadelphia. Slide presentations
on Biblical subjects were presented in nine places including three churches, a Rotary
Club, a Y.W.C.A. and one military depot. At these engagements which are
interdenominational or interfaith he represents the American Baptist Churches
of Pennsylvania and Delaware and the wider constituency as a director of Judaeo-
Christian relations.

In this latter capacity he has spoken at two synagogues, Beth Sholom (Elkins
Park) and Ner Zedek (Philadelphia); at two Jewish war veterans posts, Drizin-
Weiss Jewish War Veterans Post #215 and the Lt. Milton Kelkey Post #575 Jewish
War Veterans Post; and at the Jewish Sisterhood of the B'nai Torah Synagogue,
where slides were shown on Passover and the Holy Land. With two Jewish rabbis,
two Catholics and one other Protestant, he went to the Russian ship that had
docked in Philadelphia to protest the plight of Soviet Jewry, He has had lunch
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with a rabbi from the Jewish Community Relations Council and tried to define
our position in the program of Key 73 in relation to the Jewish community. He
attended the luncheon at the Civic Center in Fhiladelphia remembering the Nazi
holocaust, the symposium on the holocaust at the Dropsic University and the
memorial services for six million Jews held at the memorial in Fhiladelphia. At each
of these events he made valuable and meaningful contacts with members of the
Jewish community. On the second day of Passover his family attended the Seder
at Temple Beth Torah.

In partial fulfilment of his task of being a research and resource person for
our churches, he has read twenty-three books of which some are: Poitrait of the
Elder Brother (Strober), Understanding the Talmud (Trattner), Where Judaism
Differed (Silver), Judaism and Christianity (Weiss-Rosmarin), Amen: The Diary of
Rabbi Martin Siegel (Siegel), My Rabbi Doesn't Make House Calls ( Vorspan), Anti-
semitism (Parkes), The Wit of the Jews (Cowan), Pirke Aboth (trans. Herford),
The Kuzari (Slonimsky), Israel Journal (Dayan), A Rabbi Remembers (Melchior),
Hanukkah (Solis-Cohen), Tractate Sanhedrin. The Rosh Hashanah Anthology
(Goodman), An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels and Acts (Black) and The Yellow
Star (Schoenberner).

The above does not cover everything that was done over the first four months
in his new position, but it does give a representative picture of what he is doing.

Respectfully Submitted,

Your Missionary-Director

CALENDAR OF SPECIAL DAYS

JUIB B siosiiimminiismsisrammmmsss i First day of the Feast of Pentecost
JUNR T cocviisiiiiimosismnssiisnssimims i Second day of the Feast of Pentecost
Jutig 10 imsminsersanaorsaanie Whitsunday (Pentecost Sunday)
JUBR W oot s s o SO s as s A A N Go s s iR B RS Flag Day
JunE IT sovnomnssses e et Eastern Orthodox Pentecost
T s e s P S N R S B2 Independence Day
IAPMIRE T i T v i e S T Feast of Ab

August 15 ... P R A e A S Feast of the Assumption
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JEWS — VIEWS — NEWS

QUICK ISRAELI JUSTICE

Haifa. The spy ring that was mention-
ed in the last issue of The Aduth (Vol
XXIII, No. 2, March, 1973) is being
brought to justice rapidly. Six Jews have
been defendants in the case and have
Ieen sentenced for their part in the plot
to send military information out of the
country. One defendant, twenty-six year
old Ehud Adiv, a native-born Israeli Jew
and former paratrooper, has been sen-
tenced to seventeen years imprisonment.
Other Jewish defendants were: Dan
Vered, a twenty-eight year old mathe-
matics teacher; David Cooper, twenty-
six; Yehezkel Cohen, thirty; Rami Liv-
neh, son of a Rakah Knesset deputy; and
Mali Lehrman, a new immigrant from
Argentina. In all, some fifty-nine de-
fendants, Jews and Arabs, were arrested
in January with some already being
sentenced.

BYE! BYE! BRIDGET!

New York and Washington. News came
recently that “Bridget Loves Bernie,"
the Saturday evening television program
about a Jewish boy who marries a
Catholic girl, has been cancelled by CBS
for next year. The CBS-TV spokesman
denied that protests from Jewish rabbis
had anything to do with the cancellation.
According to the Nielson ratings the
show had dropped from seventh to
twenty-seventh, while programs before
and after kept their ratings high.

As we fully know, television often
simplifies complex problems. The tele-

ATTENTION!

By carefully removing the
staples, the center pages
may be lifted out and used
as a tract for Jewish friends.
Space is given for your per-
sonal message or church
stamp.

vision sceptic must often shrug his
shoulders with a wish that life could be
that easy. This is the situation with the
scores of programs showing homes that
far surpass the average American domi-
cile, the children who are the goody-two-
shoes all of the time, the couples who
are constantly rubbing noses, and the
criminals who never get away with
their crime. As long as television is
seen as an escape from reality or a
picture of the ideal, that is one thing.
However, when it becomes the excuse
for emulation, it can become quite an-
other matter. There are “missions” that
remain “impossible,”” many a "‘day" that
is not “brighter,” and even an occasional
“Bridget” who doesn't love “Bernie.”

There are two points that should be
stressed. First, all clergymen, rabbis in-
cluded, must come to grips with the
question as to whether they can perform
marriages between certain couples, as
in interracial, interfaith or in situations
where the age difference or divorce is
a factor. Rabbis tend to discourage inter-
faith marriages more than do Christian
clergymen since “Jewish” is a far more
restrictive word in the minds of the
rabbis than is “Christian” in the minds
of clergymen within Christianity where
“Christian” is equivalent to church
membership,

Secondly, the concerned Jew is afraid
of extinction. This has come through
conversions, assimilation including mixed
marriages, and annihilation. One rabbi
put it this way, “The evidence is over-
whelming that children of mixed mar-
riages will end up non-Jews.' While
this does not mean they'll end up Chris-
tians, the loss is deeply felt by the
Jewish community. A survey in 1956
indicated that in 83 per cent of the mixed
marriages, Jews and non-Jews, the
children were not affiliated with any
synagogue, and in 70 per cent of the
marriages the children were being raised
as non-Jews.

Naturally, there are many who would
challenge the concern of the rabbis and
the decision of CBS, but it is good to
understand the facts behind the case.
CBS should not be accused of being
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pressured by Jews in their decision to
cancel the program. This could lead to
open conflict or, at least, to have toward
the Jews a negative attitude which is a
half-sister to anti-Semitism. And, be-
sides all this, it has been rumored that
ABC will pick up the program in the
fall. If you have definite feelings about
the matter of what is shown or cancelled
on television, a letter to New York or the
local television station would let some-
one of importance know your view.

LIBYAN PLANE SHOT DOWN
OVER SINAI

Tel Aviv. On February 21, 1973, two
Israeli jets forced dowm a Libyan air-
liner over the Sinai Desert killing 106
persons. The world gasped at the deed
and quickly made rash judgments of
what really happened based on precon-
ceived notions. Before time was allowed
to investigate the matter thoroughly,
accusations were levelled against Israeli
pilots or against the French pilot of the
Libyan plane depending on the bias that
had already existed before the incident
over Sinai took place.

Now weeks have passed, and no longer
is it a matter of hasty conclusions but
one of cold calculation based on some of
the facts that are known. It has been
brought to light, by the admission of the
Libyan copilot, that the pilot of the
airliner did not know where he was and
that the jets were from Israel. He is
quoted as having said, “We were shot
down because of gross error by the pilot,
Every pilot can make mistakes, but this
mistake cost the lives of over 100
people.” The Libyan plane began its
descent, lowered its wheels for a landing
and then suddenly headed toward Egypt
in an attempt to escape, so say reports
from the copilot and the fighter pilots.
Why the pilot who died in the crash
thought that an escape was possible is
only conjecture. Earlier it was revealed
that *‘traces’” of drugs and alcohol were
found in the pilot’s blood, but this has
caused mixed conclusions on the part of
the experts.

Why the Israeli pilots felt obliged to
fire on a civilian plane is yet to be ex-
amined. According to the testimony of
the fighter pilot and the early statement

of the copilot of the airliner, the shades
were pulled shut making it impossible
for the passengers to be seen. The Boe-
ing 727 with shades pulled and flying
over Israeli-held territory suggested to
the Israeli pilots that this was more than
an innocent miscalculation on the part
of the pilot. Hence, after the warning
shots were fired, the plane was disabled
and crashed.

The whole incident was most unfortun-
ate and cannot be undone. One thing is
certain, no good came from it for the
peace of the near east.

YOU CAN'T WIN THEM ALL,
OR CAN YOU?

Jerusalem. It took the Jews six days
to win a mammoth victory over their
enemies in 1967, but the war on crime
is not so easily won. Since 1968, there
has been an increase in crime of thirty-
five per cent. In 1970, there was an in-
crease of eighty-seven per cent in the
attempted and actual robberies over
1969, For the same period of time drug
use was up an estimated sixty per cent.
There were 32,853 total crimes in 1970
with an increase in 1971 to 35,206. The
rate of Israel's crime increase in 1970
was 9.5 per cent, in 1971 6 per cent and
in 1972 only 4.3 per cent. However, there
was in 1972 an increase of seventeen per
cent in the number of murders and thirty
per cent in the number of rapes.

At the beginning of this century,
Chaim Bialik, one of the founders of Tel
Aviv, predicted that the Jewish people
would not be a people like other people
until they had their own thieves and
prostitutes. At last, Israel has the dub-
ious distinction of being like the rest
of the nations.

Drug abuse is seen in the traffic of
opium, hashish, marijuana, LSD, while
it is believed that heroin is not popular,
yet, Sixty per cent of prostitution is be-
ing carried on by girls under seventeen.
In Israel prostitution is not considered
a crime, but solicitation is. Notable
among the list of crimes are: robberies,
murder, protection rackets, rape, stolen
cars, burglaries, assaults, purse snatch-
ing and vandalism. Since 1971, ten
policemen have been killed.
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One report concluded that the reason for
the increase in crime was because of the
“increased exposure to the outside world
that Israel has experienced since 1967.”
There is a reported decline in crime in
the Tel Aviv area due to an increase in
the police force. Maybe that which has
helped Tel Aviv will be employed else-
where in Israel and even in the United
States since during the first quarter of
1973 only one murder was commited in
Tel Aviv compared to four during the
same period last year.

JEWS IN ARAB LANDS

According to published accounts
gleaned from many sources, the follow-
ing figures tell a story in themselves. In
1948, there were some 125,000 Jews in
Irag, 75,000 in Egypt, 45,000 in Syria,
40,000 in Libya and 20,000 in Lebanon.
In 1972, there were about 500 in Iraq,
700 in Egypt, 4,000 in Syria, 40 in Libya
and 2,000 in Lebanon. Naturally, these
figures are only approximations.

Jerusalem. Although there have been
some 61,000 Iranian Jews who have emi-
grated to Israel since 1948, there are
still about 70,000 Jews still settled in
Iran, seemingly without serious threat.

New York. The former Chief Rabbi of
Egyvpt, Chaim Douek, has arrived in this
country to begin a new life. One author-
ity has declared that “Jewish life has
come to an end in Egypt.”

Washington. The United States has
made it known to the Syrian government
that it has a willingness to welcome
Syrian Jews to reside here. Reports com-
ing through Geneva tell us that the
4,000 Jews are being deprived of basic
liberties and are really being held as
hostages. From a report made public in
Paris we find that Jews in Syria cannot
work for the state, sell property or ob-
tain a driver’s license. They are required
to carry a special identity card with the
word “Jew” written on both sides. Jeru-
salem did release the news late last
year that public opinion throughout the
world had effected the release from
prison of four Syrian Jews.

Geneva. During 1971, hundreds of Jews
were allowed to leave Iraq leaving be-
hind about 500. An Iraqi diplomat at the

United Nations has boasted that Jews
are free to leave whenever they desire,
and two Iraqi officials in London re-
ported that the situation of the Iragi
Jews “could not be better.” However,
New York reported the death of a pro-
minent Iraqi Jew in early November,
1972, and London reported another death
in the middle of the month of another
Jew while in Jerusalem, later in the
same month, happily noted the release
from prison of eight Iraqi Jews. In April,
1973, a report out of Tel Aviv informed
us that five Jews have been arrested in
Iraq indicating a new wave of persecu-
tion there.

WISE AS SERPENTS, BUT
IS IT HARMFUL?

According to the words of Jesus, the
disciples in proclaiming the gospel mes-
sage are to be ‘“wise as serpents but
harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16).
Recently, the methods of one missicn
to the Jews has been brought under
severe criticism, and an evangelistic
association has been attacked because
of alleged devious tactics aimed at
evangelizing the Jew. A careful look at
four incidents is in order.

The first took the form of a film pro-
duced by the American Board of Miss-
ions to the Jews depicting the Passover
Seder with a definitely Christian slant.
The criticism, in this case, was against
the tactic of producing a film with no
introductory ‘“credits” stating the pro-

» ducer of the film., After a few minutes

of what appears to be a Jewish presenta-
tion, the film is discovered to be a Chris-
tian approach to the Passover Seder. At
the close of the film the viewer is invited
to send for a free booklet.

The second took the form of a full-
page ad placed by the A.B.M.J. in several
newspapers in the United States showing
thirty-nine people with the caption, SO
MANY JEWS ARE WEARING “THAT
SMILE"” NOWADAYS! At the bottom
of the ad was an offer of a free book
giving the personal testimonies of “how
they came to their happy knowledge of
Christ.” The reaction was mixed, but
the Jewish community was irate and
held the position voiced by one rabbi,
“The possibility of being Jewish and
being Christian is a joke.” Dr. Franklin
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Littell, Temple University professor and
founder of the Christians Concerned for
Israel, said, “The ad shows a shocking
degree of insensitivity.”

The third was a film playing in some
of the neighborhcod theaters called, “A
Time-~To Run.” The American Jewish
Congress objected because-there was no
advance warning given that at the con-
clusion of the film the audience would
become “targets of a live appeal.” The
congress urged that the film's advertise-
ments clearly contain the “basic content
of the film.” The only identifying words
on the newspaper ads were “World Wide
Pictures Presents,” and anyone not
knowing the identity of this as produced
by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Film
Ministries would have entered the
theater without suspecting the nature
of the movie.

The fourth was a television program
on “Jews for Jesus" also sponsored by
the A.B.M.J. After receiving ‘several
thousand"” telephone calls, a Philadelphia
television station cancelled the program

even though the manager of the station
was quoted as having said, “It's a sad
day when a splinter group from a minor-
ity group can't say what it has to say.”
A Brith Shoeolom spokesman tried to
clarify the Jewish viewpoint, “There
is a distinction,"” he stated, “between an
organization that presents a repugnant
view but which does not advocate harm
or otherwise malign the community and
racists who advocate hatred of ethnic
or religious groups."”

The question that one must always
ask is, “Does the end justify the
means?"” It is not our desire to point an
accusing finger at the efforts of evan-
gelicals to win Jews to Christ, nor is
it our plan to picture Jews in an un-
pleasant light. The case has been stated
with as much objectivity as possible.
Those wishing to maintain communica-
tions between Christians and Jews, re-
gardless of the possible outcome, must
carefully evaluate for themselves how
far they will go in trying to bear a
positive Christian testimony.



To My fJewish Griend:

KEY 73 AND THE JEW

(As viewed by an American Bapfist clergyman.)

Over the last few weeks much con-
cern has been voiced by members of the
Jewish and Christian communities about
Key 73 and the Jew. A few observations
are in order.

Christianity has been going through a
period of self—examinartion, a time when
within Christianity “‘organized religion'
was something to shun. Protests against
the structure of the Church made it
necessary to spend some time in evaluat-
ing the Church’'s reason for existence,
The youth of our day found it nearly
impossible to see any relativity between
what the Christian believes and the way
he acts, and the time was ripe for some
type of spiritual awakening. Dr, Carl
Henry sees it this way, "“This is the
decade in which the scientific view was
supposed to capture the younger genera-
tion so decisively that teen-agers would
be hopelessly lost to the Christian faith;
instead, we witness the Jesus people,
armed with Bibles, and confronting even
adults for Christ with a boldness that
shames many of the clergy.”

' Then came Key 73. Some looked upon
it as a radical movement on the outskirts
of Christianity without the dignity of
mainline’ or mainstream approval. Yet,
it was men like Bob Jones, Jr., John R,
Rice, Jack Wyrtzen and Carl McIntire
who voiced opposition to Key 73 because
of the involvement in it of so many
liberals. From the viewpoint of an on-
loocker Key 73 might even seem to carry
an underlying motive specially designed
to attack a certain segment of the re-
ligious society. A few saw it as more
anti-something than pro-something. It
was Dr. Jitsuo 'Morikawa, from the
American. Baptist Conventlon who said
that the. hope of Key 73 lay in “affirma-
tion and not a negation.” To the ac-
cusation that the whole effort is anti-
Semitic we hear one Jewish reporter,
James Remsen, say, “It is important for
Jews not to regard. Christians as:a-.band
of -arrogant zealots or anti-Semites be-
cause of Christian missionaries.”

© Most of all, the question will be asked
—Will Key 73 be a threat to any re-
ligious body and its heritage? Jewish
and non-Jewish publications have carried
many of the statements made by rabbis
and other Jewish leaders having a deep
concern about the possibility of Jewish
youth being proselytized from Judaism
by the multitudes. Rabbi Louis Bern-
stein, president of the Rabbinical Council
of America, said that Jews have been
increasingly embarrassed by ‘‘Madison
Avenue efforts to evangelize the Jewish
community.” Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg,
president of the American Jewish Con-
gress, sent out thousands of letters to
members of the congress asking for the
names and addresses of Jewish youth on
college campuses in an attempt to build
a mailing list to whom material on Jew-
ish life would be sent. Rabbi Maurice
Eisendrath, president of the American
Hebrew Congregations, viewed with
alarm the “avalanche of Christian mis-
sionary activities which has recently
been -launched throughout the country.”
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the American
Jewish Committee warned, “What
emerges - from a careful reading of the
Key 73 literature and listening to the
speeches of its principal sponsors is that
this evangelical revival effort is based
on a conception of America as an evan-
gelical - empire.” Rabbi Jacob Hecht, ex-
ecutive vice president of the ‘National



Committee for Furtherance of Jewish
Education, said, “The truth is that most
of the Jewish students on our college
campuses today are not identified with
Judaism and do not have Jewish aware-
ness...Call it conversion, call it rejec-
tion of one’s family it makes no differ-
ence whether a Jewish youth exchanges
his faith for that of another religion or
just becomes faithless. That Jew is lost
to Judaism.”

Therefore, there is a more direct
question that needs our consideration—
Will Key 73 be a threat to Judaism? In
answer to this Dr. Billy Graham is heard
to affirm, “In my evangelistic efforts I
have never felt called to single out the
Jews as Jews nor to single out any other
particular groups, cultural, ethnic, or
religious.” One should be able to under-
stand the anxiety being displayed, and
some points about the program of Key
73 should be clearly explained. Whether
this can be done remains to be seen. A
few observations may help the Jewish
and non-Jewish readers to rethink di-
vergent opinions and modify these ideas.
At least, if it is deemed that there is a
threat, it will be clearly outlined for a
frontal attack if there are those who
desire such a confrontation.

When mention is made of Key 73, one
should immediately think of a drive
within Christianity to bring about a
spritual awakening. First and foremost,
we must relate to the myriad of church-
es and church people who live from week
to week on a thread of spirituality, a
thread that seems wvulnerable to the
cutting edge of any crisis, spiritual or
otherwise. We see a dead Christianity
that has been going through the process
of defending worn out institutionalism
which should long ago have ground
to powder the idols of false ideologies
and thrown to the winds of change. To
those who feel that Key 73 is a threat
to Judaism, we say that it is more of
a threat to Christianity. Dr. Orlanda
Tibbetts, executive minister of the Con-
necticut Baptist Convention, would seem
to agree with this when he says, “Key
73 is not a threat to the Hebrew but a
threat to the existence of the quasi-re-
ligious, happy pagan American who
claims to be a Christian but isn't.” You
see, we Christians have often been re-
luctant to invite God to church even

though a customary invocation precedes
most Christian acts of worship.

To understand Key 73 is to realize that
it is not a program of evangelism pro-
moted by the many denominations and
religious bodies within Christianity for
the winning of those outside so that we
can continue to sit in our pews of pre-
judice and hypocrisy. It begins with a
long look at ourselves who are inside
Christianity and rather bluntly tells us
that we ought to live out our theology.
The soconer the Christian admits that
Christianity has too often said one thing
and done another and repents, the quick-
er those outside our ranks will begin to
appreciate us for what we are even
though they disagree with what we be-
lieve. At least, they will know that some
of the great tenets of our faith are
lived out in living examples in the com-
munity. If Key 73 could accomplish this,
it would be worth the risk to any heri-

tage.

It is Dr. Joseph Chapman, executive
minister of the Ohio Baptist Convention,
who says, “It is both significant and
important to note that each denomina-
tion and group will be developing its own
program for Key 73 and doing its own
thing in the way and by the methods
attuned to their own heritage and con-
victions.” American Baptists have made
the theme of their emphasis “developing
an evangelistic life style.” There was
almost immediate negative response to
the word “evangelistic'” since that word
denotes different things to different
people, There were those who preferred
the wording “developing a Christian life
style.” The two groups are not miles
apart on the meaning of their themes,
but differ only in the wording. All agree
that the theme is reducable to something
comparable to the old adage, “Practice
what you preach.” Even the most con-
cerned leaders of Judaism would breathe
a sigh of relief at the prospect that
Christians might begin to live like
Christians for a change. There is a
reasonable amount of basic agreement
in the conclusion that if Christians would
live the way Jesus taught, the world -
would be the better for it.

The thrust of Key 73 for American
Baptists is seen in some of the “marks”
of the evangelistic/Christian life style.



realize they have a right to that. I don't
worry about their sharing the Gospel,
but I am worried about infringements
on the rights of others, about gimmicky
and misrepresentations of other relig-
ions.” This is a day when Judaism must
evaluate its own house and have its own
Key 73. Esther Jungreis, “the Jewish
Billy Graham,” says, “The Jewish com-
munity must admit that we have sinned
against these children. They have been
raised in a Jewish wvacuum.” Rabbi
Gerald Wolpe, head of the Philadelphia
Board of Rabbis' committee to combat
conversion states, “Judaism doesn't seem
to be able to offer youth the kind of
idealism it is looking for. And so they
are looking elsewhere.” In the past,
reformations have been met by counter
reformations. Today need be no excep-
tion. While Christians are repenting,
Jews might well read the words of
Isaiah, “Come now and let us reason

together...though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as wool" (Isaiah
1:18).

Instead of leading wus farther apart,
Key 73 could lead Jews and Christians
into dialogue and better understanding.
The purpose of Key T3 for American
Baptists, as stated in our material and
distributed to our constituency, declares
the purpose to be to “direct American
Baptists toward developing an evangel-
istic style of life for the people of God
in their mission in the world." If this
is offensive or a threat, it is not directed
at the Jewish community but to Chris-
tians in their mission in the world. That
mission is to give testimony of what
God has done for them, what they have
found to work for them and what they
wish for others who would receive it.
We've tried it, liked it, and want to
share it. If this is wrong, we're guilty.



There are seven: repentance, affirmation,
proclamation, invitation, celebration,
commitment and sacrifice. Of the seven
marks that are found in the list, four
could be interpreted as directed strictly
and exclusively to that of INTROSPEC-
TION. They are repentance of sin, affir-
mation of faith, celebration of God's
love and sacrifice of one's time. REPEN-
TANCE begins with “establishing a con-
fessional rmood which recognizes involve-
ment in the sins of the world.” Follow-
ing this is AFFIRMATION which is
“recognizing that there is salvation from
those sins in affirming Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord."” This is a simple state-
ment of the Christian remedy for the
dilemma of the world. Then comes
CELEBRATION, ‘recognizing that a
sense of joy and gladness expresses
God's transcendent gifts of life and
future.” Along with this gladness is the
awareness of SACRIFICE which is dis-
played in “recognizing the risks involved
in living an evangelistic way of life;
understanding that God's call is not
easy, either personally or corporately.
It involves standing with Him in the
hard places.” Even one who disagrees
with the above statements sees that the
message is toward the Christian.

The second thrust of Key 73 is the
stress that is placed on bringing influ-
ence on the INSTITUTIONAL segment
of our society. No more are we to hide
behind the excuses that we have used
so often—"You can't fight city hall,” “I
guess everyone wants it that way,” or
“You've got to make money somehow.”
Too long have Christians gone to church
on Sunday and affirmed high ideals only
to find that Monday brought forgetful-
ness, and we returned to jobs that
brought us livelihoods through question-
able means. There is a real necessity for
a positive testimony to one’s personal
convictions. Society can and must
change, and we have no one to blame
but ourselves when there is no voice to
cry out against the sins of society.

Key 73 speaks to this issue in urging
proclamation and commitment. PROC-
LAMATION involves ‘‘recognizing that
we must declare the mighty acts of God
in every setting of life.” This asks for
constant consciousness of the world in
which we live. COMMITMENT is exem-
plified in ‘“recognizing the necessity of

a shifting of allegiance from our own
self-determined patterns of living to
response to God's patterns of living,
which we learn through His Son. These
patterns include involvement in the
needs and oppressions of people in the
world,”” Since the Jews are an oppressed
people, the message of Key 73 should
lead all Christians into open combat
against anti-Semitism. The Christian
looks at the Hebrew Bible and the Greek
Testament as a unit and the teachings
of the Nazarene as ideals we must adopt.
It is not easy to speak when the majority
seem content with their actions or are
opposed to your ideologies. Yet, if there
is no commitment to one's beliefs and
no proclamation of ome's aspirations.
there is no hope for change.

The third and final thrust of Key 73
is that which is most objectionable to
the person outside of Christianity. It is
INVITATION, “recognizing that this
sharing also involves calling others to
decide for Jesus—so that others too
may become what God intends for that
person, congregation or institution.” This
is a clear statement of Christian doctrine.
We will not water down nor omit it
from our consideration. But even here.
this is only a “threat” to those who will
make it so. To Jewish parents and
leaders of Judaism we can only say that
you should fight against that which your
conscience tells you is inconsistent with
Judaism. However, there are words at-
tributed to Gamaliel I, the great Jewish
sage, that are in keeping with his great
wisdom, “Men of Israel, take care what
you do with these men...for if this
plan or this undertaking is of God, you
will not be able to overthrow them. You
might even be found opposing God”
(Acts 5:34-39).

In short, it would seem that a more
positive approach should be advanced
by Jews realizing that even though it
is offensive to them, evangelism is a
part of the Christian message and out-
reach., Maybe what is really feared is
not evangelism but the techniques that
many Christians have employed in the
past and some groups employ now.
“Christianity is a missionary faith™
says Rabbi Norman Lipson, assistant
director of the department of inter-
religious cooperation of the Anti-Defa-
mation League of B'mai B'rith, “and I



Mary-Eunice
Joins Key 73

Belford, N.J. (RNS) — A Ro-
man Catholic husband and wife '
team, Mary-Eunice, a Rochester
native, and Joseph Spagnola,
will join the Key '73 campaign
by presenting their programs-be-
fore a greater number of
churches, schools, shrines and
monasteries.

The couple, who founded Mary
Productions here in 1947 to dis- .
tribute royalty-ifree plays dedi-
cated to ‘‘the message of Mary,”
gave an average of three pro-
grams per month in 1972, work- *
ing as “Mary-Eunice’’ and “‘Joe
Harold.” .

Spagnola presents lectures,
while his wife gives character
sketch monologues on the
[ saints.

-




. Key 73 were urged by a rabbi today to issue ‘“‘a
policy statement that takes into serious account
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KEY 73 LEADERS URGED TO ACKNOWLEDGE

‘JEWISH HERITAGE

.ation of the 4000 years of suffering and martyr-

NASHVILLE, March 27 (JTA)--Leaders of

the profound Biblical claims regarding the Jew-
ish people.’> Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, direc~
tor of the inter-religious affairs department of
the American Jewish Committee, said that the
leaders of the massive Christian evangelical
drive must recognize that any attempt to con-
vert large numbers of Jews ‘‘constitutes a neg~

dom experienced by the Jewish people as well
as the Jewish belief in God’s covenant with Ab-
raham.”? C :
Rabbi Tanenbaum spoke at a “‘trilogue’’ con-
ference here which brought together 80 Jewish,
Roman Catholic and Southern Baptist clergymen
and academicians to discuss issues of concern
in Jewish-Christian relations. The conference,
which began Sunday and closed today, was spomn=
sored by the AJCommittee, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Nashville, the Roman’Catholic Diocese of
Nashville and the Scuthern Raptist Convention,
Rabbi Tanenbaum told the participants that
‘““many Jews have expressed fear that the theme
of Key 73, °‘to call America to Christ; sought
to undermine the faith of other religious bodies
by fair means or foul.’”” Rev. Ron Kerr, a
Methodist clergyman who is a member of the
central committee of Key 73, said that in his own
view, the campaign would reject the notion of
some Christians that to be American one must
be Christian, He said, *‘I believe Jewish criti=~
cisms and concern over Key 73 have been im-
portant, These concerns bring home to Chris=
tians the point that any evangelism which focuses
on a specific group or specific individual lacks

integrity."’

been fighting for the rights of Jews in Arab coun-
tries, had asked for visas in Feb.

PROF.’S DISMISSAL WAS NOT
POLITICAL, SAYS TEL AVIV U,

SEN_PELL WITHDRAWS SUPPORT _

TEL AVIV, March 27 (JTA)--The administra-
tion of Tel Aviv University has denied that the
dismissal of Reserves Col. Meir Payil, a senior
lecturer on military history, had anything to do
with his leftist views. Col, Payil was advised by
letter that his contract with the university will
not be renewed for the next academic year.

The military scholar was regarded as close to
the ‘“Movement for Peace and Security,”’ a group
which its critics charge advocates peace at any
price with the Arabs, Some lecturers claimed
that Payil's dismissal was connected with his po-
litical associations. But the Rector, Prof. Simon-
son, said, “We knew of his views before he start-
ed to lecture here four years ago.’”” He said the
decision to terminate Col. Payil’s tenure was
based on a confidential evaluation of his work and
on the determination that military history studies
did not warrant a full-time job.

EDUCATION NARROWING CULTURAL
GAP IN ISRAEL, EDUCATOR SAYS

MIAMI BEACH, March 27 (JTA)--A prominent
Israeli educator said today that his nation has
waged “‘only an initial skirmish’’ in narrowing
the educational gap between its citizens of Euro-
pean and Oriental origing. Dr. Chaim Adler, ad-
dressing 1000 delegates at the biennial convention
of the National Council of Jewish Women, specific-
ally referred to the division that exists between
Jews of Asian and African background and those
whose origin is European, Dr. Adler, the direc-
tor of the NCJW Center of Research in Education
of the Disadvantaged in Israel, emphasized that
the Council center ‘“may be crucial to the success
of the battle.”” He spoke of the relevance of edu-

cation to social justice and greater equality. _
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NEW AMUSEMENT PARK
WILL HAVE 110-FOOT JESUS

MOBILE, Ala.— They're digging
a l>acre Sea of Galilee, gath-
ering animal duos for Noah's
Ark and putting up the scaf-
folding for the Tower of Babel

. at a new leisure development

here called Holyland.  This
200-acre SI0-million venture was
inspired by the two Disneylands.
Towering over all will be a Il0-

. foot statue of Jesus that lights

A disciple of the
Southern millionaire who is
financing Holyland says that
Jesus will be as high as a 13-
story building and visible for
five miles.

“We're pretty excited about
the whole thing. Governor
Wallace welcomed us to the
state and thanked us for our
reverent” theme,” he added.

up at night.

COUNSELING HOTLINE IN-
STALLS TOLL- FREE SERVICE

ANAHEIM, Calif.—California
Governor Ronald Reagan re-
cently commended the Melody-
land Drug Prevention Center
and Hotline as “a pacesetter
in the field of drug abuse pre-
vention."

Under the direction of George
Wakeling, co-founder, the Hot-
line (sponsored by Melodyland
Christian Center) began four
years ago with four workers and
two telephones. Today it has
72 volunteers per week and
18 phones. It receives more
than 6,000 calls per month.

“On January 1, 1973, we put
intooperation two [Inward WATS
lines,” Wakeling says, "It simply
means that any person in the
continental U.S.A. who is ex-
periencing an immediate per-
sonal crisis will be able to call
us toll-free.”

The toll-free number within
California is (8001 422-4242;
for other states it is (800) 854
3234
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LAYMAN GIVES $480,000
IN TITHE TO CHURCH

TUPELO, Miss.—A Baptist
layman who believes in tithing
his income gave $480,000 in
stock to the Harrisburg Bap-
tist Church here, indicating it
was a tithe gained in recent
merger of his company. Law-
rence D. Hancock. 56, head of
the Hancock Fabric Stores with
chain outlets across the nation.
asked that the stock be used in
the construction of anew church
auditorium.

Pastor of the church, Robert
Hamblin, said that Hancock
was very modest and “doesn’t
want any credit or glory."”

It is not the first such big gift
to the church by Hancock. who
was born in a log cabin and grew
up in New Albany, Miss. Two
years ago, he contributed
$350,000 to build a recreation
center at the church called the
“Family Life Center.” His gift

‘| paid for the entire building.

SPIRITUAL PHENOMENON
REPEATED IN SEATTLE

SEATTLE—One of the spirit-
ual phenomena of America re-
peated itself here recently when
13,000 Christians of nearly every
denominational stripe gathered
amiably to 'hear Pill Gothard
lecture in the Institute of Pasic
Y outh Conflicts.

Observers called it a spiritual
phenomenon because it is cent-
ered on one man—Gothard.
Though in his childhood he was
passed on probation from grades
one to eight, after learning the
secrets of meditation on the
Bible, he is able to hold the at-
tention of 13,000 people for
hours, including teeny boppers
by the hundreds.

Similar institutes are being
held in major cities across the
nation monthly with thousands

in attendance.

“—

13" with Claims that the vear-
long evangelistic effort, sponsor-
ed by scores of Christian denom-

“I'm sorry, Mr. Goldberg. but that
handwriting on the wall belongs ro
RABB!I TANNENBAUM!"
cartoon by Steffi Geiser
inations, may be an attempt to
proselyte Jews to Christianity.
According to Moishe Rosen,
leader of the “Jews for Jesus”
movement, many Jewish leaders
are “escalating this attack by
calling meetings all over the
country. The Jewish Commun-
ity Welfare Council and the
Northern California Board of
Rabbis are holding emergency
meetings to work out strategy
to cope with the Key '73 threat.”

STUDENTS FILL CLASS IN
NEW DEVIL COURSE

NEW YORK CITY—A course
on the devil was offered for
the first time this semester at
Fordham and aroused such
interest it was filled up—35 stu-
dents—within a few minutes
after registration opened, ac-
cording to Father Robert E.
McNally, S. 1., chairman of the
theology department at the
Jesuit institution.

Father McNally is teaching
the course himself and says he
offered it because he thought
the fascination of many young
people with Satan cults and the
like indicated a need.

CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS
CONMPROMISE ON CREATION

SACRAMENTO—California’s
Board of Education has decid-
ed that theories of divine crea-
tion do not belong in science
textbooks with Darwin’s origin
of species. [t will place them
instead in history texts.

The compromise move culmi-
nated a three-year dispute by
evangelical leaders. The unan-
imous decision is expected to
have nationwide impact because
several publishers plan to tailor
science texts used across the
country to satisfy California's
lucrative book market.

Creationists viewed the action
as a “partial victory.”

BRIEFLY

PDr. H Stanley Jones. 89,
United Methodist clergyman.
missionary and author of 28
books,died January 25 in Bareilly
India.

P Dr. Louis H. Evans, Jr., of La
Jolla. Calif., United Presbyter-
ian Church, has been elected
senior minister of the National
Presbyterian Church in Washing-
ton,D. C.

pDr. Arthur Lewis, professor
of Old Testament at Bethel
College, was elected president
of the Evangelical Theological
Society. ’

P Dr. Stephen F. Olford has
resigned from the pastorate
of Calvary Baptist Church
New York City, to serve as min-
ister-at-large  of Encounter
Ministries, Inc.

B Dr. David Preus, 50, pastor
of the University Lutheran
Church of Hope, Minncapolis,
has assumed the duties of the
presidency of the American
Lutheran Church for an interim
period due to the serious illness
of Dr. Kent S. Knutson. i)

CHRISTIAN LIFE



Wl Tz,

The Interfaith Action Coun-
cil of Metropolitan Detroit
has adopted a resolution
urging participants in ‘Key
73,” the yearlong national
evangelistic campaign, that
they “cherish and respect the
religious persuasion of all
others.” The Jewish commu-
‘pity had expressed its con-
cern to Christian leaders at
the aims of the campaign.

The statement of the IAC,
a coalition of a1l faith groups
in the area, takes issue with
the suggested tactic in the
Key '7T3 resource book for
“sharing Messiah with Jew-
ish pcop-le."

Also cited in the IAC reso-
ltion is “an _unfortunate
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tendency for satellite groups and in every place, would be

such as ‘Jews for Jesus’ ta
attach themselves to this
Evangelistic campaign, thus
creating the possibility for in-
cipient anti-Semitism and
hostility toward other reli-
gious groups.”

The IAC statement sees as
the two problems about Key
'73 ag follows:

1. The literature of “Key
73" gives the Impression
that those who would particl.
pate in “calling our continent
to Christ,”” as the slogan for
the crusade gees, would be
happy to £2e a new edition
of “Christlan Americn,” a
new form cf an old triumph.
alism, exhibiting certzin cul-
turally reqoired modes of
behavior and belief. Such
triumphallsm 1§ inimical to a
cultarally diverse America,

“Even the fact of Christian
Scriptures in every home,
and presumably Christian
worship on every occasion

disfunctional to if not de-
structive of, the cultural
pluralism we enjoy,

“In ghort, we are concern-
ed about the kind of “‘Chris-
tian America’ the support-
ers of the crusade envision,

2. The most serious dan-
ger in “Key '73” is its atti-

tude toward non-Christians, :

If “Key '73's”’ avowed pur-
pose is going to be carried
out, what might that mean
for Jews, and members of a
variety of religious persua-
sions who simply do not wish
to be Christian because of
their own convictions? Are
they to be inflicted with the
benefits of this crusade?

In introducing its resolu-
tion, the IAC stated its belief
that “‘The unique gift of
America is a cultural plural-
ism. The _diversity which
comes with that, ond the
freedom within that diversity
is to be cherished."
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BAPTIST. MISS|ONARY-IN LKL AHOMA
FEATURED IN NEt‘JiKEY 73 ;H.M

BACONE, CKLA.--(ABNS)--Elizabeth L. Walters, superintendent of the American
Baptist sponsored Murrow Indian Children's Home here, is one of several Christians
featured in the Key 73 motion picture, "Faith in Action."

The film helped launch Key 73 as the year of concerted, ecumenical evangelism,
and was shown on 667 stations to an audience estimated at 75 million people in
the United States and Canada. -

American Baptist Films, Valley Forge, Pa., and Oakland, Calif, will make the
film available for church use in February.

Ms. Walters, an ahpointee of the American Baptist Board of National Ministries,
is a graduate of American Baptist related Bacone College here, and of Mary Hardin-:
Baylor College, Benton, Texas. She attended the University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Okla.

: She has been active in local and state child welfare projects, holds membership
in the Oklahoma Health and Uelfare Association, and is a charter member of the
Muskogee County Health Aseociation. :

Mg, Walters is a Cherokee and a native of Oklahoma. -5-
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RABBI SAYS A STATEMENT FHJH\MUM
WOULD HAVE ALLBYED FEARS\OF
"\._“_“-___-
By Religious News Service (3-2-73)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- A national Jewish leader said here that if the
planners of Key 73 had clarified their pesition on Jewish evangelism
when the evangelistic campaign was first announced, there would probably
not have been a response of alarm and concern from the Jewish community.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,national interreligious affairs director
of the American Jewish Committee, spolie at a press conference that had
been called to present his response to evangelist Billy Graham's statement
on Key 73, issued for the same day,

He described the evangelist's statement as "an important and
constructive contribution to helping overcome the misunderstanding and
stress" that have arisen concerning Key 73,

. At the press conference, Rabbli Tanenbaum released a 36-page survey
he had compiled of the impact of Key 73 and other Christian evangelistic
efforts on Christian-Jewish relationships. He said statements that
have been made by Protestant and Roman Cathialic leaders inciuded in the
report "recognize that Jews will not accept passively a relationship:
with Christians that reduces Jewry to an object of conversion, and
that does not respect Judaism as a living faith and source of permanent
truth and value to the Jewish people,”

Rabbi Tanenbaum declared that he add other officials of the American
Jewish Committee had met with the national leaders of Key 73 in St, Louis
before the American Jewish Committee made any statements on the evangelistic
campaign, which involves more than 150 Christian groups.

He said that he had urged the Key 73 leaders to issue a statement
clarifying Key 73's position on evangelism of Jews, and had cautioned
that because of its stated purpose "to confront the people of our
continent:more fully and more forsefully with the Gospel of Jesus Christ,"
such an approach "'will be seen, in-the absence of any clarification,
as a provocative attitude™ by American Jews.

According to Rabbi Tanenbaum, two members of the Key 73 national .
committee, the Rev, Joe Hale and the Rev, Ron Kerr, had supported this
suggestion, but it was vetoed by two "more conservative" members
of the Key 73 committee, whom he did not name,

After the controversy had arisen over Key 73 and the Jewish community,
Rabbi Tanenbaum said, he then told Mr. Hale and Mr, Kerr, "If you had
clarified your position at that time, there would probably not have
been a peep out of the Jewish community."

(In St, Louis, Dr. Theodore Raedeke, executive director of Key 73,
said that some members of the Key 73 committee had suggested to him that
such a statement be issued, But, he emphasized, "there is no one
individual who can speak for all the Key 73 parficipants.” Dr. Raedeke
also said he did not know specifically what meeting Rabbi Tanenbaum had
referred to, or who the two "conservative™ members of the committee

In his statement, Billy Graham had commented that "just as Judaism
frowns on proselytizing that is coercive, or that seeks to commit men
against their will, so do I. Gimmicks, coercion and intimidation have
had no place inmy evangelistic efforts, certainly not in historic Biblical
evaggalism." -
(more) PAGE -15-
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The evangelist had also said, regarding Key 73, "I understand that

it is the purpose of Key 73 to call all men to Christ without singling

out any specific religious or ethmic group.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum praised Mr. Graham's statement as "an important

-and constructive contribution to helping overcome the misunderstanding

and stress that have developed between many Christians and Jews in the
absence of any policy statement by Key 73 laadership regarding
proselytizing efforts aimed at the Jewish community. ;

eader
The American Jewish Committee/reported that he and Gerald Strober,
a United Presbyterian layman who is a consultant to the American Jewish
committee, had spent 3% hours with Mr. Graham at his home in Montreat,
N.C., two days before the evangelist issued his statement. .

Referring to Mr. Graham's statement, Rabbi Tanenbaum described it
as "a partial one,™ and added that the evangelist will make "a fuller,
more extensive statement"” on his view of Judaism "once the controversy
over Key 73 is behind us."

Rabbi Tanenbaum said of Mr. Graham's views on Judaism, "He believes
that God's covenant with the Jewish people is eternal and forever,"
and that he has a "positive view towards the survival of the State of
Israel."

in response to questions, Rabbi Tanenbaum commented, "I would
respect an honest decision made by a Jew to become a Christian,"
But he said that in many instances such conversions are actually
"conversion out of ignorance,™ because the convert did not have a proper

- understanding of Judaism before becoming a Christian,

In contrast to Jewish converts to Christianity, the American Jewish
Committee leader said that there are "growing numbers of Christians
who are becoming converts to Judaism," largely through intermarriage.

Asked to comment on the controversy in Israel over Christian missionary

efforts in that country, Rabbi Tanenbaum declared, "I would be opposed,
personally, to Israel's taking any legal action with regard to
missionaries in Israel," He said that since its founding Israel has had
a tradition of religious freedom for all who live there,

=0 '




October 11, 1972

TO: AMERICA:!' JEWISH COMMITTEE, RABRT MARC H. TANENBAUM
FROM: FRIC MEYZRS, DUKE UNIVERSITY
RE: EVANGELISM ON CAMPUS

The growth'qnd spread of evangelism expérienced by me at
Duke and at UNC, Chapel Hill, in the course of the past year,
has been so tféumatic tﬁat a sense of urgency in the American
Jeﬁiah community is called for. I do not believe that my ex-
perience is atypical of what is happening on the mgjor campuses
of America and especially on those in the south and mid-west,

Often in Ehe guise of a respectable campus organization
(Campus Crusade, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship of Athlntoé,
Jews for Jesus, Ichtheus) the impact these groups have on Jewish
students can be overwhelming. Their impact on the whole of the
university is even more harﬁful, for evangelism stands for evefya
thing that the university is against,

- Let me relate several personal experiences to illustrate

my rather strong feelings in this matter. A former Jewish student
studies student and vigorous Hillel worker recently 'found"
Jesus after various pressures from on-campus groups. After
finding "him" this student suffered such intense guilt feelings
he unsuccessfully triedto commit suicide and was confined immediately.
This boy 1is not yet well,

Another student 6f mine who was on my Israel study program

fell in love with a "c:usader."

When her love for him eventually
manifested itself in a passion to convert him, this boy had a

complete breakdown. He is now in therapy three times a week.




Y m

Thése are extreme cases but they can be multiplied and in
cidents like these replicated over and over again.

On the university side scene proselytisﬁ in dormitories has
become commonplace. Léafleting, demonstrations, lectures, testi-
monies have become commonplace. The Inter-Varsity Fellowship pla&s
college teaﬁs in non-conference competition and uses the halfstime
intermission to witness for Christ and win over the unsuspectine
audience. All this with the help of the university.

After a semester course in Biblical studies with me, a student
in the class pleaded with me to meet Arthur Katz - an evangelist
for the Jew; for Jesus - and at least give Jesus a chance, For
a teacher this was a blow deeply felt,.a hurt not likely forgotten.
For at this level the so-called free exchange of ideas appeared
to br meaningless., Nothing had gotten to this boy who had done his
assignments regularly. . Jesus was the only key to meaning for him.
Arthur Katz has pursuéd me to my very office bﬁt I have never
agreed to debate him in public. I have rather urged my Christian
colleagurs to do this and 1 have also urged them to write letters
to the local and school papers.

But it is the not so obvious subtle acquiescence of the
university in such matters that is so frightening. When dormitories
become laboritories for student Christian missionaries something
should be done, When college funds are raised by athletes for

Jesus it is time to say this has gone far enough.
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Surely ﬁost Jewish students brush most of this aside with
a shrug of the shoulder. The fact of the matter 1is, however,
that some students are being hurt. Even if a survey wére_to‘hn
made most students would deny any effect of the evangelical
movement on them for they would perforce feel guilty if they
admitted to it,

The stakes in all this, it seems to me, are very great,
In legal terms it may be the right of privacy on academic freedom
that is being violated, but in experiential terms it 1is a painful
regression into the past., In the academy at least men have
cherished the opportunity to reflect solemnly and objectively
on their past. It is indeed ironic now that Jews must fight

to preserve that privilege.

P.S. I reiterate the fact that I teach in a southern university,
and that my experience may appear siightly exaggerated to some,

Maybe this is .'the southern strategy."



~Fitch maintined that sanctuary is
neither illegal or antilegal:

What the guys want is to beat the
lonelies, not the law — 10 beat the isola-
tion, not the conscyuences, And now we
can demand and get #n investigation on
a ship 9,000 miles awayv in case of mv.-?u
larities. Our men never get lost — ~
an who is a2 small in & hu
mch”ni:e. that is a huge ucr:?u &

Equally as important to Fitch are the
moral questions sanctuary raises, and the
moral authority sanctuary employs. Re-
ferring to his earlier sanctuaries with
King, Berrigan and the “Constellation
Nine,” he emphasized:

Notice how the civil authorities have
approached sanctuary. Thev either stood
at a distance shouting and-cursing, ap-
proached in disguise as birdwartchers, or
came overreacting, prepared for brutality
or violence completely inappropriate w©
the situation. It is clear they all were

tened.

ivil authorities are often more con-
sclous of the power of moral authority
than church people themselves. As
church people we have never completely
utilized the power of moral authority.
Admittedly it is a delicate power, which
can be both abused and underestimated.
But sanctuary makes it a real power by
backing it up with the official decision of
churches representing more than 1,000

Bay area people.
" W. Evan GOLDER.
801 Mandana Blvd.,
Oahkland, Calif. 9g4610.

Worldaround

Civil Religion in America Is Pietistic
Threat to Pluralism, Scholars Told

To grapple with the implications of
Robert N. Bellah's 1967 contention that
“there actually exists alongside of and
rather differentiated from the churches
an claborate and well institutionalized
civil religion in America,” some 6o schol-
ars last month participated in a confer-
ence on “Civil Religion in America.”
The principal speakers agreed that,
though it is not formal or liturgical, a
civil religion does in fact exist.

The term “Americanity” was applied
by C. Eric Lincoln, professor of sociolo-
gy and religion at Union Theological
Seminary, who saw civil religion as a
third force alongside Christianity and
Judaism, the “semisecular, unofficial but
characteristic religion to which most
Americans appeal when an appeal to
religion is indicated. [t is the religion
that most Americans feel when they feel
any religion at all.”” Such a force, he
maintained, is quite capable of decisively
shaping and altering the national cul-
ture,

!nthevicwoftlwyn A. Smith, pro-

vost of Eckerd College, St. Petersbury,
Fla., divil religion has been formed by
moral demands and prophetic thrusts,
hut now it has “degenerated into piety
and the social witness of the Protestant
churches has been dulled.” He character-
ized it as "amoral, pietistic and largely
alienated from its earliest roots.” His
presentation was aptly titled: “Piety Is
In: Morality Is Qut!l”

Value of Pluralism

Such presentations and discussions
dealing with civil religion, its symbols,
leaders and transcendent values were
especially appropriate for the time of the
conference: just one week before elec-
tion day. Co-sponsored by the American
Jewish Committee and Southeustern
Baptist Theological Seminary. the con.

. ference ‘attracted Jews, Roman Catho-

lics, Protestants both liberal and conser-
vative, whites and blacks to the semi-
nary's Wake Forest, N.C., campus for
three days. Cochairmen were B. Elmo
Scoggin, professor of Hebrew.and Old

June 23— July 6, 1973

era.
il Four evening Celebrity lectures.

Seminar Limited to 135

- SECOND RUME STUDY SEMINAR
CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT l‘.I.ERGY AND INTERESTED LAITY

The Seminar will be devoted to toking a fresh leok at the nature of the Church and the
manner in which its presant structures aid or hinder the search for authentic community.

I Lectures by Roman Catholic and Protestant scholars on the Seminar theme including the Rev. Dennis McCarthy, S.J.,
Professor of Old Testament Exegesis ot the Pontifical Biblical Institute, the Rev. Alberto Soggin, President and Pro-
fessor of Old Testament ot the Waldensian Theological Seminary, the Rev. Gerard Bekes, OSB, Dean of the Theo-
logical Faculty at the Pontificio Ateneo S. Anselmo; Prof. Dr. Alexander J. Bronkhorst of the Netherlands Reformed
Church, Prof. of Ecumenics and Church History, Rijksuniversiteit, Utrecht, Holland,

Il Five Seminar Tours exploring the following periods in the history of Rome: the Apostolic Age, the Age of Constan-
tine, the Middle Ages, the Reformation and Counter-Reformation ond Rome of post Vatican Il and the Ecumenical

V' Week-end free for trips t6 Pompeii, Naples, Assisi and Florence.

V Accommodations at the International Center include room (all with private bath) and board, free bus fransportation
to and from the center of Rome, outdoor swimming pool, soccer fields and gymnasium.

_ For brochure and application blank

write .

- The Rev. Robert P, Montgomery
11 Piedmont Drive, R.D, #1
Cranbury, N1, 08512

International Center, Rome

All lectures in English

December 27, 1972

73-700-9 527



Testament at the seminary, and Marc H.
Tanenbaum, the AJC’s national director
for interreligious affairs.

The first of three critical issues on
‘'which the discussions centered was:
What is the meaning of “Americanity”
for genuine pluralism and for the entire
Christiun-Jewish encounter in this coun-
try? Speaking on the theme of pluralism,
Arthur Mann, professor of American
history at the University of Chicago,
traced the historical {orces that produced
the Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution, pointing out that even
18th century America had a pluralistic
population. Less than hall of the early
setilers were of English siock, the rest
being Scottish, Irish, Indian, French,
African, German and Scandinavian.
This amalgam of peoples, along with the
ideology of the Enlightenment, made
pluralism a historic reality and' estab-
lished certain values — self-reliance; com-

munal optimism, religious tolerance, na- -

tional “chosenness” and intense patrio-
tism — that became vital ingredients of
America’s civil religion, he noted.

Rabbi Tanenbaum expressed “a Jew:
ish ambivalence” based on theological
and historical considerations. Civil reli-
gion has a virtuous side, he said, in that
its belief and ritual systems register on
the public consciousness of Americans a
sensitivity and appreciation of common-
ly shured Jewish and Christian moral
and spiritual values, among them grati-
tude for the bounty of the nation und
for its liberties. At the same time, civil
religion provides a continuing tempta-
tion to idolatry, lor it can become the
object of ultimate loyalty in place of the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Not
only does the legacy of the prophets of
Israel require a repudiation of such false
gods, but the Jewish experience with
Nazi Germany's “Kulwr” religion has
mandated eternal vigilance against the
demonic exploitation of civil religion to
mask and sanctily a political regime's
antihuman . programs. Tanenbaum ex-
PTCSSC'J Serious CoNCern Over certain as
pects of todav's religious revival which
appear to encourage unreason, pietism,
the occult and the apocalvptic — tenden-
cies which attended the early stages of
totalitarian regimes. He called these ten-
dencies forms of ““cheap grace™ for which
an uncritical society could pay dearly,
especially if religious leaders “cozy up”
with political authorities whose prestige
they appropriate to advance their reli-
Rious' programs. '

Black Perspectives

In comments directed to the second
issue — What are the implications of
such an American religion for race rela-
tions? — Dr. Lincoln said thar “the En-
lightenment in America was damped out
by the issue of slaverv before the flame
wis fairly set to the wick.” He felt that

1328

““aggressive black religion that was in and
of the West” but which had been “ex-
cluded from full participation when the
culture of the: West was determined”
may become a fourth force in American
life. one with a “more compassionate
perspective on humanity.” Such a force,
he believed, would enhance and deepen
religious pluralism.

C. T. Vivian. the university minister of
Shaw University in Raleigh, N.C. —and a
longtime activist in the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference — teamed
with Lincoln to provide a black correct-
ing perspective to the celebration of civil
religion on the part of some conference
participants. The oft-stated values of
compassion, fair play and individual self-
fulfillment (Richard Nixon's “Driving
Dream” and George McGovern's call to
“Come Home, America”) were duly
acknowledged as integral parts of
“Americanity,” but, he said. acknowl-
edgment must also be given to racism,

"militarism, a crushing and arrogant cor-

porate state (vide Charles Wilson's re-
mark about General Motors), a selfish
work ethic, 2 “white man’s burden” and
“manifest destiny.” These constitute the
“dirty lictle secret,” the ugly side of the
shining coin of American civil religion.

Political Possibilities

The third issue was: How is civil reli-
gion used and abused by political leaders
for their own particular purposes?
Charles P. Henderson, Jr., assistant dean
of the chapel at Princeton University,
contended that civil religion is “sus-
tained by individuals of unusual charis
matic power (Presidents and presiden-
tial candidates) and by a series of broad:
ly hased social movements. . . . the
method of ensuring the permanence of
political experiments is religious legiti-
mation. . . . Presidents and presidential
candidates atterpt to show their own
proposals are selt-evident expressions of
ultimate principle.”

Since American Presidents have olten
used religious rhetoric to articulate their
political principles. the danger always
exists that a chief of state will dramati-
cally dominate the amorphous civil reli-
gion and appropriate it 10 fic his own
narrow purposes. Participant after par-
licipant saw the “demonic” potential in
a nationalistic faith carefuily manipu-
lated by its leaders. A nation that defines
itself as “special, unique and outside of
history” —as chronicled by manv. 1gth
century historians — can run wild over-
seas or at home, shielded as it is by a
fagade of pietism and backed by the
might that America possesses. ’

Key 73 Opposed

“Key 73, the imminent nationwide
evangelical campaign, was viewed by
many conference participants as a pos
sible’ threat to the pluralistic religious

-

scene. A zealous and perhaps coercive
attempt to “call the continent to Christ,”
it was felt, would run counter to the
historic pattern of American civil reli-
gion; i.e., the coexistence of various faith
groups living in mutual accommodation.
The threads of “Americanity” would be
badly strained if the leaders of Key 73
— now reinforced and strengthened by
Pres. Nixon's overwhelming victory -
narrowly define the parameters of Amer-
ica's religious beliefs, if they attempt to
discredit pluralism and, most dangerous
of all, if they seek to make their own
special brand of evangelical Christianity
the new de facto “religion of the repub-
lic.”

At the end of the conference, Thomas
A. Bland, professor of Christian ethics
and sociology at Southeastern, read the
“Wake Forest Resolution” which he and
E. Luther Copeland, professor of mis
sions, had drafied. The resolution stated
in part:

We affirm the right of every group to
proclaim its truth. We deplore tenden-
cies of certain lytizing movements
which do not adequatelv respect the in-
tegrity of diverse religious and cultural
groups and which manifest inadequate
respect for personhood. We would hope
that movements for religious rencwal
would recognize that a genuine religious
commitment involves profound responsi-
bility for redemptive and reconciling ac:
tion in society.

Key 73 has the potential to upset the
carefully wrought balance among U.S.
religious groups. and the possibility of its
radically reshaping the component parts
of civil religion deeply troubled the
Wake Forest conferees.

Patriotism and Unity
Earlier. Andrew Greeley, director of
the Center for the Study of American
Pluralism, had given a spirited defense of
“his people,” the white ethnic Roman
Catholics. Denving that they are “super-
patriots,” he maintained that their love
of the nation stems from 2 sense of
gratitude for what this cauntry has done
for them. "1t wis not an ethnic who said,
My country right or wrong' " Fr.
Greeley reminded his audience. Indeed..
the ethnic "was less likely than his fellow
American to favor the Vietnam war, and
his opposition to communism did not
lead him to object 1o rapprochement
with China or the Soviet Union.”
Greeley's ethnic defines his civil religion
in terms of “the Hauyg. the ‘Star-Spangled
Banner,' the Constitution, the Declara-
tion of Independence. the Capitol build-
ing, the office of the presidency . . . but
“he has not been in America long
enough . . . [for it to become] easy to
hate and despise the United States.”
Some at Wake Forest saw “Americani-
ty" as a “safety valve.” an outlet for
religious sentiment that will not hecome
fanatical and overly doctrinaire. Some

the christian CENTURY



examples were the Pledge of Allegiance
with its “under God" phrase, the public
prayers given at political and govern-
ment gatherings. the Thanksgiving and
Memorial Day holidays — all of which are
usually devoid of rancor, extremism or
divisiveness. History is flled with the
bloody episodes of thost who believed
they espoused the twruth instead of a
truth. Thus, civil religion could be con-
sidered a unifying and binding force
in that it allows people to appear reli-
gious without really beiny religious.

Such a view was criticized at the con-
ference because “Americanity” does con-
tain those transcendent truths and val-

ues that ui!; deep passion and com-

mitment. Civil religion, it was argued,
is a very “real and authentic” religion.
Indeed. in its ability to move men to
action, civil religion may be a more
potent force than either Judaism or
Christianity. "Americanity” can make ex-
traordinary demands on its adherents,
who may. in fact, become the “supreme
sacrifices” on it alear of faith. Thus, it is
hardly a shallow faith!

[t has been said that to believe in God
is "as American as apple pie.” Maybe so,
but the Wake Forest conference was a
necessary step in carefully analyzing that
religious pie — discovering the source of

CRITICISM: Books and the Arts

‘Unbecoming Levity’

INn MY OwN WAY: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY,
1915-1965. By Alan Watts. Pantheon,
¥7.95- :

¢ WHEN 1 describe this book as “friv-

olous,” its author will, I am sure, recog-
nize the word as the compliment it is
intended to be. “Marked by an unbe-
coming levity” — unbecoming: not be
coming, f[ully present in the present
moment (as Alan Wartts says, “"Only the
present is real”): leviry: lightness (“the
whole material world is basically ‘com-

posed of light").

I do not agree with his metaphysics, or

with his approach to philosophy, reli-

gion and life itsell. Neither tempera-

mentally nor intellectually am [ drawn' -

to his form of syncretism. 1 seek not the
certaine gaieté d'esprit of which he
speaks so often, but the quality which
C. 8 Lewis called Jov. Watts writes that
he has “'a secxer forever closed to stuffy,
sober, and serious people. [ am still in-

capable of understanding such people.
Do they have a secret closed o' me#" 1

unabashedly answer, Yes.
All the same, [ thoroughly. en}apd

reading this autobiography. When' it did B

not enlighten and stimulate, it charmed
me. | am grateful not only for the op-

portunity to enlarge y sympathy for

the writer, and the persons wlo follow

his. way, but also to read a book whose

style is so consistently graceful, and en-
livened by plays upon words. words in-

vented for the occasion, limericks, vivid:

descriptions of natural phenomena, and

-an endearing delight in living, Even such
fantastic definitions- as that of the-
Anointed One as the "olive-niled man

who is so slippery that he has no hang-

December 27, 1772

ups” elicits in context a grin rather than
a scowl.

"Although the author warns at the out-
set that he will not follow a linear pat-
wern in tracing his journey, his tale is
sufficiently well knit that it flows from

the beginning through the middle to an

end which is not a conclusion. He does
not persuade me into agreement with
him, nor convince me of the validity of
his methods, but he maintains repeatedly
that the book was not written to per-
suade or convert. His intention‘is rather
to share with the reader his enjoyment in
living, and this he does and doés well.
MArY Mcntmm SHIDELER.

Against the Grain
AMERICA Is HARD T0 Finp, By Daniel Ber-
rigai. Doubleday, 35.g5.

Bonhoeffer was w0 learn; the theologian
must vet become a Christian, and after
that a contemporary. The - would
turn the seams of - his mind inside
out would draw him very far (far
as prison and death) from conventicles,
honors, a name in his community,
the hope (often a diseased delaying tac-
tic) for graduaham for church or state
reform.

+ THIS REHE\\' is for all those who
have resisted the doctrine or the witness
of Daniel Berrigan ~ [esuit priest, poet,
dramatist: he was all three when he

‘helped to burn draft files that stamped a

Lureaucratic OK on the burning of chil-
dren and the maiming of a culture. He

resisted “our” wir and was driven to
resist representative authority and, final-.

ly. 1o question whitt it represents.
Those who already accept him will

claim this hook as their own. The rest

the apples, testing the recipe for baking
the pie, and being alert to the always
present danger of rotten apples in the
mixture.

The Wake Forest conference was also
an attempt to build a new religious co-
alition determined to “preserve and de-
fend” religious pluralism and those
ideals of civil religion that will allow us
to become not merely a powerful nation,
but a true human community.

A. James Rupin.

American Jewish

Commiittee,
165 E. 56th St.,
New York, N.Y. r00aa.

must understand this: that in order to
apprehend fully the bent of a man, it is
necessary to accept him. Berrigan does
not mouth his message; he breathes it
When you have part of it, you have part
of him (and he of you). And the first
part of his message is this: that in order
to apprehend fully the grain of a society,
it is necessary to go against it.
~ America Is Hard to Find consists of
poems, letters and short essays written
after the trial of the Catonsville Nine.
Arranged in roughly chronological se:
quence, they unfold insight as it cume to
the author while he and his brother Phil-
ip were at large (and enlarging) bevond
the reach of the FBI with its constricted,
institutionalized version ot justice. aud
when they were in Danbury prison with
its constricting, debilitating version of
rehabilitation. It is probably necessary
for the reader to know the buckground
of these events in order to understand
the book.

The topics of these pieces vary: life
underground and in prison, revolution-
ary tactics, justice in wartime, family e

_lations, Thomas Merton, David Darst.

Each topic yields insights which escape
in a swirl of questions. But their import
is singular: What difference can the
powerless make? Which is to say. what
significance have the ideals of human
dignity and compassion in the face of the
contemporary power-oriented definition
of American values?

There is much of lamentation in these
psalms. But Danbury is no wailing wall
for Daniel Berrigan. The lumentations
are for others — the real victims, whose
death and lifelessness are devoid of
meaning. There is humor here, the drv
wit of one who relishes the Alice-in-
Wonderland position he has assumed by
challenging accepted verities. Mostly
there is afirmation, and this aspect will
be important to many who [followed

(and. perhaps shared) Berrigan's doubts

that there is, after all, a worthwhile
America. There is life under the ¢ru st, he
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KEY 73-4 4 D

Indeed, one Detroit cleric dismissed
Key 73 in his area as a "non-event!" while “_

a Chlcago minister complained that two

ncy T ;a—l—ltes—cou-l-d—orri‘y—be—d'rauwwy

described as ''disastrous'.

A pensive Ted Raedeke - as the ven-
ture's Executive Director he's the man

chosen to shepherd Key 73 from beginning

to—end——admits—it—was—less—publicized—than—
he had hoped. 'We certainly hoped for

MOre WIoOp-de-d0-
media events - than we got.'" Nevertheless,

Raedeke defends Key 73 with vigor and in-

0

sists it wdas 3 sucmsﬁful_pm.gm

quietly successful.

Le

ss than three months remain in the

fnr—some—areas—he-records;—Key—73——
I S r

made a mark on the community as a result

year-1o0i

g evangelistic drive, Key 73, and

its Dromlse to reach the continent for

of local efforts forced on local committees
by the financial problems of the St.

Jesus Chrlst but already newspapers and Louis office.
seme—dehominations—are—counting—Key—outs Faith—in—-Aetion—a—television—program——
declaring it the disappointment of the based on the testimonies of nine diverse

—— year, and giving it a big Finm the heavenly people was shownm last winter om more tham
report card. 200 stations across Canada and the United

The

RppotLE

Texas-based United Methodist
chimed in with an editorial

States - largely through the efforts of
local Key 73 _ca

earlier

this summer asking, "Whatever

"not much".

service time donated by the stations.

————happened—to—Key—73";—and—=answered—its————A-Second—program;,—Come—Together; was————

own quegtlon with a clipped,

scratched by Key 73 - for lack of finances -

In factL said The Reporter,

Key 73 has so

only to be turned out by entertainer Pat

far produced nothing more than a 'giant Boone (the Key 73 chairman in Los Angeles)

yawn''. and distributed and shown by local groups.
—————— Fexr—many;—indeed; Key—73—3s—a—flop— ———Finances,—in-fact,-have-proved-to

of the first magnitude. be the blggest downfall of Key 73's plans

Far from making a visible impact on formation=

the North American scene, Key 73 opened million dollar budget whlch organizers

with a modified roar last fall and slowly claimed they needed to promote the effort,
————driftedloff to a barely audible whimper only an estimated $250,000 has come in.

Its proclaimed theme, Calling the Con- Promised donations from some of the 130
————tinent—to Christ; seemed overbtownand supporti —Werenmever—sent———
__(::) its promise of nation-wide, prime-time in, Raedeke has complained, and so Key

television programming seemed too good 73 was left to twist slowly, slowly in

to be t

rue.

the wind.




Key 73 began with a 1967 editarial
in Christianity Today and proceeded over
the next six years to draw broadly based
churchmen together in plannlng the mas-
sive evangelistic ¢ It was, com-

of Key 73. '"It is fairly safe to| say

that never before have so many Scriptures
been distributed, so many Christian tracts.
presented, and so many doors knocked upon

for the sake of the Gospel - people on

this continent are more conscious| of the
person of Jesus Christ than at any other

time in history." The program may not
have-set—revival—fire

3

—Som 3
gelisu, downgraded their church partici-
pation even though they had technically

opted for Key 73. The Jewish community,

sT—ehe—magaekﬂe—admees
""but the sparks are certainly flying."
ThE"SpHrks_ﬂrUppe&TﬁTTﬁﬁﬁﬁE#ET_WﬁETE“__‘_
\\nearly 85 per cent of the homes were

cghcerned that a call to Christ threatened
ir-Jewi-shress
osition (despite denials from leaders

hat—Key~73 was aimed at them) and garnered

gobs of news space.- Fundamentalists

isited by Key-oriented people. [They
pped_on a farmer's field in gan-
town, Pennsylvanla where 10, 000 gathered

—f ff)l.xu-

dome, where 19 000 Lutheran young people

meanwhile, opposed to any cooperative
nd

(£ m all sectors of Lutheranlsm] joined

called it a surrender to liberalism.

tory effect on Key 73, however. The pub-

-cr1pture dlstrlbutlon blltz

licity it generated more than made up for

the lack of national news_engendered by the:

To~besure, Key 73wz
sat;’lonal happening. It did not blast

St. Louis office. Supporters of Kéy 73
b ] : :

Noyth America out t of its complacency, nor

ffectively "Call the Contlinent"

auded—Judaism'-s—prime—spokes——
man, Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum, who criss-
i 0SS € United States plastering
Key 73's name across front pages and

S B REaEorSs

It did, however, create an apareness

television screens. Until he came along,

eir

tp Christ in the manner envisaged| by

of Jesus Christ by using televisipn. It

did s in_many camps to-
gether on a cooperative basis. Iit did

LS
ts diversity was its weeﬁgsf’fgnk,

S are
IVe

ventures, including a proposed Key 75

claimed Sympathetic critiesT By allowing

the 130 participating denominations and

in Australia, and it did provoke many
churchmen (both lay and cleric) into a

groups to 'do thelr own thlng“ there was
———noe—control—exer
- developed,

and therefore; no united front~ "~

deep scrutiny of the basis of their faith
i _;_ng that faith with

others. - -

—

~—_ presented to thie American people. Ihe
diversity, critics said, led only to

;ue—medra‘minded“w;;; no—doubt—Ccon=
tinue to decry Key 73 as a failure, and in

mass confusion.

Marshall McLuhan's global village| of

—Supporters, however, point to the communications it was certainl

diversity as the greatest strength Each
——eeal—committee—and—each—denominatiomrwas——6f—the—magnitude—ofKey—73-be—det
able to meet the needs of the local areas solely on that basis? Or must a
within an acceptable doctrinal framework. termination of Key /3's effect on|
Put bluntly, it meant that liberal con- America await evaluation by some

tl

But can the success or failure of|a pro;ect

true de-
North
future

. gregations could emphasize social action church historian?
————{as—some—dedg-«meée—evange;&ea%s-eeeéd———-—————-~50r—¢he-mcmentT—Ke¥—13—has—s
- .emphasize crusades, scripture distribution and stumbled along for nine of the
————Tfurty—meTTUn—pteces—bf—SEfTpfﬁferweee—aiﬁt—twEivE—mUnthST—Tﬂﬂﬂmriie—thE“trr
tributed under Key 73's umbrella according wrap-up months which will determi

truggled——m —
planned
tical—

to the American Bible Society), and personal final grade for Key 73. For now,
commitment to Jesus Christ it a C+.

ne the

An editorial in Christianity Today

——in-September—asserted—the-positive——side

Barrie—-DPeyle——

give
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Key '73

Key 73, the year-long na- ably wouldn't have done any-
tional evangelism experiment, thing into a concerted evange-’
» Which attracted thousands of lism effort,” he said. “I can't
recruiters from 150 denomina- Kgu_thmsands of con-
tions under its banner is draw- verts, however, for there's no
ing to a close. way of measuring the effects.
But the campaign’s suc- We just hope we've launched
cesses and failures will- the idea and it'll continue
determine the future of com- throughthe years.”
parable proselytizing efforts,
according to two Denverites BY THE same tfoken the
who played key roles in the Rev, Bunjes has no idea how
program, which was the brain- many Denver Churches par-
child of Billy Graham and Dr, ticipated in the effort.
Carl F. H. Henry, former edi- “If anything the Denver
tor of “Christianity Today.” area wasn't zealous enough in
Though the program receiv- its efforts,” he added.

-, &d its most extensive publicity _ “But that's the beauty of it,
and criticism for a quarrel Mrs, Pat Kenning, secretary
with the Jewish community, of the eoordinating committee
Key '73 evangelism can cer- said, “Congregations do their
tainly be proclaimed a suc- own thing, some alone and
cess, according to the Rev, some in cooperation with the
Emil H, Bunjes Jr,, chairman committee,”
of the Denver coordinatin%_ “And as far as difficulties
committee and pastor o fﬁfith the Jews go, we met with

University View Christian ' them and amiably with
Church, 4401 E. Mexico Ave. - - no hurt feelings,” he said.
“The effort has brought - Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,

national director of interreli-

gious affairs of the American

Jewish Committee, In a recent
* letter said that he had beer as-
- sured by Key '73 leaders that
Jews weren't a target of the
evangelism campaign,

CITING from a Jewish
~ study of the program, “Key
'73: An Interim Repont” he
noted that Jews are already
considered God's people, that
Key '73 was intended for the
unchurched or lukewarm
Christian and the effort to con-
vert Jews wasn't worth the
risk of disrupting . Christian-
Jewish harmony.

However, he did reiterate
fears of groups "harassing
Jews, especially teen-agers
with material that may re-en-

. force anti-Jewish stereotypes
and he questioned whether
- « Key '73 was compatible with a
pluralistic, American society.
Phase I of Key '73 started
last December with the 150
of - participating denominations
" and groups holding, ydpn

MR AR St ad LT

several churches, which prob-

odist

a

T watch the ballooh, .
4 din/ NewsS:.. ..

3 evangelism crusqde
leaders note success,

failure

prayer callghBible l_f'tud!&c and
sermons, Phase “Callm%‘
Our Continent to the Word o
God,” and durin%Lent, Phase
IIT entitled “‘Calling OQur
Continent to Resurrection,”
were nationally implemented
by city-wide crusades, rallies,
music and art festivals and
discussion and training pro-
grams, :

DENVER’S program In-
cluded a bike-a-thon, which
Mrs. Kenning said didn't at-
tract as many as hoped, a Red

appearance of Nicky
Cruz, a CGalifornia evangelist
who heads the Teen Challenge
Program, a rehabilitation cen-
ter for youth, airing of the Pat
Boone TV special “Come To-
gether' and Denver participa-
tion in the youth gathering,
Discovery '73 in Houston,

As part of Phase IV,”
“Calling"Our Continent to New

‘Life,”” Denver's committee

sponsored an arts and craft
show in Cinderella City. New
Testament- scripture tracts
called. “Touch by the Fire”
were feverishly distributed
with the hope that every Chris-
tian would contact & non-
Christian and give him a book-
let, Mrs. Kenning said.

Last Sunday, as part of
Phase V, *'Calling the Conti-
nent to Proclamation,” a
prayer and praise session was
held, where 250 helium-filled
ballons advertising Bible
correspondence courses were
released.

For the Christmas season
and final phase of Key ’73, the
Denver group will distribute
door-to-door handmade angels
and set up trees inl department
stores, hospitals and banks,

“We would have liked to do
a lot more but we were always
short of funds,” Mrs. Kenning
said. The Colorado. Council of
Churches helped out, provid-
ing a‘meeting hall and absorb-
ingupi) eosts, byt offiar thapy

Gt gl T




/ RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE

TIC SERVICE -16-. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1973

y Religious News Service (10-16-73)

DREXEL HILL, Pa. (RNS) -- As Key 73 moves into its sixth and final
phase, "Calling Our Continent to Commitment,”™ organizers of the continent-
wide cooperative evangelism campaign are planning Christian emphases for
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Day.

Dr. Theodore A. Raedeke of St. Louis, executive director of Key 73, has
commented, "There is nothing wrong with turkey and football, but Thanksgiving

is more than turkey and football. Christmas -- there is nothing wrong with
gifts, but Christmas is God's gift, Christ's birth and our rebirth. The New
Year is a time to celebrate -- another year of life for Christ and another

year of service to the Kingdom.™

A report from the campaign's national mass media office here indicates
that "Key 73 has both influenced the production of new evangelism printed
and broadcasting materials, and stimulated the wider use of existing resources.
Local religious television programming has increased as a result of Key 73
stimulus."”

Among the examples cited by the media office are a telecast in the
Buffalo, N.Y., area titled "Key 73 -- Action and Words," on the Summer park
ministry of Key 73, and a radio series, "They Found Life Worth Living," about - -
_20.. Blble_personalltles, ‘produced by“United Methodist Bishop Lance Webb of
Springfield, Ill.

The Rev. Nathaniel Linsey of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church,
who has been directing his denomination's Key 73 effort, has reported that a
Summer work-study program for young people resulted in three of the five
participants accepting a call to the full-time ministry. They are Patricia
White of Nashville, the only white youth participating; Stachell Doyle of
Charleston, S.C.,, a student at Paine College, Augusta, Ga.; and Willie Jones
of Cleveland, Ohio, a student at Illinois College, Jacksonville, Ill.

Describing the financial aspects of the program, Mr. Linsey told
Religiocus News Service: "Our national office (C.M.E. Board of Ewvangelism) is
about $10,000 in debt for the part we played in making Key 73 work in the
C.M.E. Church. Georgia C.M.E. churches contributed over $5,000 to our Summer
program."

Under the title of the Stephanie B, Davis Youth for Christ Crusade (named
after the late youth worker of the Thirgood C.,M.E. church in Birmingham,
Ala.), and with the overall theme of "Linking Up With the Real," the C.M.E.
Key 73 youth program provided two weeks of training for college and graduate
students and sent them out in teams of two to work with local churches in
community projects.

=0 PAGE - 16 -
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JEWISH AGENCY SAYS KEY 73
SPURRED SIGNIFICANT DIALOGUE

By Religious News Service (10-29-73)

ST. LOUIS (RNS) -- A report on Key 73 pfgpared for the American Jewish
Committee declares that the coopea?tive-evangelistic effort has launched "a
significant dialogue within the American=religious community™ that has had
positive effects.

Titled "Key 73: An Interim Report," the document was introduced here at
the annual meeting of the Committee's National Executive Council. It was pre-
pared by Judith Bankl, a member of the Committee's Interreligious Affairs
Department.

Mrs. Banki comments that the religious dialogue that has developed out
of Key 73 has taken three forms -- intra-Christian, "with various individuals
and church groups expressing different viewpoints on the meaning of evangelism
and who was, and who was not, an appropriate target for conversion"; Jewish-
Christian, "as Jewish leaders sought clarification from Christians on the
implications of the provocative Key 73 program for American pluralism and
Jewish-Christian relations™; and intra-Jewish, "with some spirited exchanges
regarding the impact of intensified Christian evangelism on the future of
Jewry, the Jewish role in America, and relations with Christians.™

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee, discussed some of the positive aspects of Key 73
in-a-summary and evaluation ‘of- Mrs. Banki's report.

"American Christian leadership, with a few exceptions, showed a wide-
spread sensitivity to the feelings and concerns of Jews, and a commitment to
the preservation of interreligious understanding,” he said.

With regard to the long-term effects of the Jewish-Christian discussions
that developed out of Key 73, he declared "that growth of Christian apprecia-
tion of Judaism as a living faith to be understood in its own terms is of sig-
nificance beyond Key 73 in view of the fact that evangelism will continue to
be a major religious activity not only in America but on the world scene in
the years to come."

There were also some negative aspects of Key 73, Rabbi Tanenbaum said.
Among these he cited "instances of coercion, and the use of government-funded
public facilities for sectarian indoctrination.”

On the grass-roots level, he added, "concerted efforts by 'non-establish-
ment' evangelical groups to proselytize Jews, especially Jewish teenagers,
have involved psychological harassment, deception, and the circulation of
materials which seriously distort Jewish religious life and values."

Another effect of Key 73, the Jewish Committee official contended, has
been that it posed "serious programmatic implications for Jewish parents, com-
munity-relations counsellors, and religious leaders.™ He suggested that Jewish
parents, Christian leaders, public officials, and school personnel will "have
to find effective ways of establishing limits and guidelines for evangelistic
activities that constitute a violation of the Constitution.”

The experience of Key 73 also indicates, Rabbi Tanenbaum said, that
there is a need to "find ways to make Judaism and Jewish history, culture
and tradition more vital, meaningful, and challenging” to youth. "

-0- PAGE - 17 -
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METHODIST JOURNAL ON KEY 73:
'LASTING IMPACT' ON CONTINENT

By Religious News Service (10-30-73)

NASHVILLE (RNS) - A United Methodist evangelism periodical has concluded
that Key 73 has made a lasting impact on North American Christianity, although
it is too early to determine whether the project can be called a success or a

failure, s :
An article titled "Key 73: Success or Failure?" in the 3rd Quarter, 1973,

issue of Street 'm Sﬁq;plez pub blished by the Division of Evamgelism, Worship
and Stewardship of the United Methodist Board of Discipleship here, analyzes
some of the effects that Key 73 has already had in light of some published
contentions that it has been a failure.

One major effect of the continent-wide, cooperative evangelistic effort,
according to the article, has been its stimulating of increased evangelism
programming on the part of participating denominations.

"In United Methodism alone," Street 'n Steeple reports, "thorough invest-
igation of local church activity has indicated more than half of our 40,000
congregations have participated in Key 73 in some way, and most of those
participating report some kind of ecumenical involvement. Furthermore,
vlrtually every major denomination has significantly intensified evangelism
programming as a resuit of Key 73 participation.”

Ecumenical effects of Key 73 represent "another significant gain which
is impossible to measure," the periodical says. It reports that "in commu=-
nities as different as Los Angeles, California; Dunn, North Carolina; and
Decatur, Indiana, there are extremely active interdenominational teams
involved in some kind of Key activity virtually every week throughout 1973.
And, in each of these communities and others like them, a common response is
that Key 73 has been the stimulus for cooperative activity that will affect
the religious 1life of the community for many years."

In Phase 2 of Key 73, which emphasized Scripture distribution, "there
were more persons involved in Bible studies and witness training than ever
before in history,™ according to Street 'n Steeple. It adds that "this was
first-time trans-denominational activity for many of the participants.”

With regard to fair ministries, the article quotes Robert Ochsenrider,
chairman of the national Xey 73 State Fair Ministries, as having reported
that "more than half of the state fairs are featuring some kind of major
interdenominational Key 73 ministry and the style of activity varies
considerably."

Another notable achievement of Key 73, Street 'n Steeple says, was that
"the Key 73 launched television special, 'Faith in Action,' broke all records
for religious telecasting with total placements of more than 800 showings to
an audience estimated by network officials at 65-75 million persons.”

(more) PAGE - 20 -
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Reporting on "Come Together,” the hour-long musical produced for Key 73
by the Greater Los Angeles Area Key 73 Committee, the article says that demand
for video tapes is continuing to exceed the supply.

In the area of finances, Street 'n Steeple acknowledges that "the
national organization did fall far short of their program goal of two million
dollars. However, Joe Hale (United Methodist member of the Key 73 Executive
Committee) reports that more than five hundred thousand dollars has been
raised and disbursed in the movement today and many things which were schad-
uled to be done with national program funds have been accomplished in other
ways." :

As an example, the article notes that "national leaders estimate that
more than 15 million dollars have been raised and spent on Key 73 programs by
individual communities, state commit*ees, local churches and denominational
offices.™

These reports indicate, according to Street 'n Steeple, that M"it is too
early to judge Xey 73 as either a success or a failure because the fruits of
the enterprise will not be fully known for some time."™ However, the article
. comments, "It is fair, at this point in time, to say that Xey 72 has definitel:
been the stimulus for significant numbers to do more evangelism and to do more
of it cooperatively than has been done for many, many vears.,"
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Bible Society Cites Use of 34 Million Copies
g < _

" KEY 73 PROGRAM SPURRED
DISTREBUTION OF SCRIPTURES
By Religious News Service (9-11-73)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Almost 34 million copies of American Bible Society
Scriptures were distributed by July 30 as part of Key 73, the cooperatlve
evangelistic endeavor, a Society staff member has reported

Dr. James Z. Nettinga, director of advance programs for the ABS,
said that in July alone "we have provided more than 6 million Scrlptures
for youth programs, summer camps, national parks and fairs, so that .
as of July 30, 33,997,103 copies of Scriptures have been distributed in
strategic areas throughout the country."

Reports of Key 73 Scripture distribution in ABS files confirm the
contention of members of the program's executive committee that although
Key 73 has not made a major "splash" as far as national publicity is con-
cerned in recent months, it has had a considerable impact in local
communities.

-In Brownsville, Texas, March 18 was the date on which the Good News.
for Brownsville Committee reported having distributed to every home in
the city a copy of "La Luz del Mundo/The Light of the World,™ a Spanish
English edition of the Gospel of John.

The Rev. Joe Hale, a member of the United Methodist Board of Disciple-
ship who is also on the Key 73 Executive Committee, has reported that
95,000 Scripture portions were given away in the Nashville area last Spring.
He said his files contain letters from laymen all over'the country giving
similar reports, such as one that reads, "We started with 3,000 copies of
'Touched by the Fire' (the Luke-Acts portions of the New Testament)
and we ran out of them."

Scripture portions for Key 73 are based on the American Bible Society's
Today's English Version of the Bible. They have been adapted into special
forms for regional distribution, such as a series of New Testaments with
full-color photographs on the cover bearing such titles as "Good News for
Idaho," "Good News for Montana,™ and "Good News for Alaska.”

More than 100,000 of the Society's Spanish-language versions of
Luke and Acts were distributed by June 28. In addition, material prepared
for Summer distribution in fairs, leisure programs and conventions
was distributed all over the country, with a total of more than 1.1 millicn
copies given out in such efforts.
-0 - - :
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THE AMER'EAN JEW|SH CDMM”TEE Institute of Human Relations,165 E. 56 St, New York, N.Y. 10022, PLaza 1-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations

PI.ESS ROOM: Oct. 25-28 , 1973 agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
Hickok Room ) and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.
Stouffer's Riverfront Inn

St. I is, Mo. 63102 MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations
(314) 241-5500 FOR RELEASE SATURDAY, OCT. 27, 1973

ST. LOUIS, Oct. 26....Jewish criticisms about the evangelistic campaign known as "Key 73"
have heightened the sensitivity of many American Christian leaders to the feelings and con-
cerns of Jews about proselytizing, and consequently have contributed to the preservation of
interreligious understanding, a noted interreligious authority has declared.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the American
Jewish Comittee, listed this development as one of the "positive aspects" of the year-long
effort to "call the continent to Christ" in an analysis of the impact of Key 73 and especially
its effect on Jewish-Christian relationships.

The analysis, titled "Key 73: An Interim Report,” was written by Judith Banki, a member
of AJC's Interreligious Affairs Department, and was introduced today at the annual meeting
of the ;Jrfgani;aticm's t;_p pollcy-trak.mg National E:mc:.ﬂ:.ive_(v.‘;amt-:il, contmumg .thrcugh
Sunday at the Riverfront Inn here.

In her introduction to the report, Mrs. Banki credits Key 73 with having launched "a
significant dialogue within the American religious cammunity.” This dialogue has had three
different aspects, she states:

* "Intra-Christian, with various individuals and church groups expressing different view-
points. on the meaning of evangelism-and who was — and who was not — an appropriate target
for conversion.”

* "Jewish~Christian, as Jewish leaders sought clarification from Christians on the impli-
cations of the provocative Key 73 program for American pluralism and Jewish-Christian
relations."

* "Intra-Jewish, with same spirited exchanges regarding the impact of intensified Christian
evangelism on the future of Jewry, the Jewish role in America, and relations with Christians."

Mrs. Banki devotes a major part of her text to the Jewish-Christian dialogue, the focal
point of which was whether or not Jews were a legitimate and deliberate target of Rey 73's
evangelical thrust. She quotes liberally from a wide variety of Catholic and Protestant

-more-
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leaders who disavowed any such intent, and who urged Christians to refrain ff:anrrakingJews
a target of their conversionary efforts. She also documents the report with statements
from religious leaders who questioned whether a massive effort to "call the continent to
Christ" was campatible with the American concept of a pluralistic society.

In his summary and evaluation of the report, Rabbi Tanenbaum, who initiated the national
dialogue over Key 73's implications for Jewish-Christian relations, presented an analysis of
positive and neg&tive aspects of the evangelical campaign fram a Jewish point of view.

Cn the positive side, he noted the large mumber of "forthright statements by Christian
leaders -- including Key 73 spokesmen — disavowing any intention to proselytize the
Jewish cammmnity.”

"Pmerican Christian leadership, with a few exceptions, showed a widespread Sensitivity
to the feelings and concerns of Jews, and a camitment to the preservation of interreligious
understanding,” he declared. |

Among the ‘various reasons cited by Christian leaders! for disavowing the intent to cof-
vert Jews, Rabbi Tanenbaum cited the following:

* "Jews are already God's p_eople by virtue of the unbroken Sinai Covenant...an equal
partner, as well as older brother, in faith,"

* "Key 73 was intended for the unchurched or lukewarm Christian."

* "The effort to bring Jews into the Christian fold was simply not worth the risk of dis-
rupting the kind of Christian-Jewish cooperation necessary for social harmony and the achieve—
ment of mutually sought goals."

Rabbi Tanenbaum pointed out that the "sensitivity to Jewish concerns” evidenced by such
statements "was not an initial factor in the minds of those who conceived, planned and
organized Key 73 -- not for malicious reasons, but simply because the potential impact on
Jewish-Christian relations had not occurred to them.”

The fact that these statements were made, he maintained, was "one of the results of the
national dialoque that ensued as same Jewish leaders publicly voiced their concerns and
apprehensions."

"That growth of Christian appreciation of Judaism as a living faith to be understood in

its own temms is of significance beyond Key 73 in view of the fact that evangelism will
- continue to be a major religious activity not only in America but on the world scene in
the years to came," Rabbi Tanenbaum said. He noted that a conference to "evangelize the
globe by 1980" would take place in Switzerland in 1974, and that a Vatican Synod on "evangeli~
zation of the world" would be held in Rome later this year.

Among the negative aspects of Key 73, Rabbi Tanenbaum noted various acts of "over—
zealousness on the part of same evangel:.cal Christians." These included "instances of
coercion, and the use of government-funded public facilities for sectarian indoctrination.”

=-more= |
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"On the grass roots level,” he stated, "concerted efforts by 'non-establishment' _
evangelical groups to proselytize Jews, especially Jewish teen-agers, have involved psycho-
logical harassment, deception, and the circulation of materials which seriously distort
Jewish religious life and values."

Such materials, he added, "are not likely to persuade many Jews to abandon their faith,
but their widespread dissemination to non-Jews may reinforce existing anti-Jewish stereotypes
and prejudices.”

Rakbi Tanerbaum noted “the gap between the statements of many Christian leaders repudi-
ating proselytizing and the actual practices of those groups who are concentrating their
attention on Jewish young pecple,” and stated that it "poses serious programatic implica-
tions for Jewish parents, camunity relations counsellors, and religious leaders."

He declared that Jewish parents, together with Christian leaders, public officials,
and school personnel, would "have to £ind effective ways of establishing limits and guide-
lines for evangelistic activities that constitute a violation of the Constitution,” and
would also have to "find ways to make Judaism and Jewish history, culture and tradition more
vital, meaningful, and challenging to their youth."

"Key 73: An Interim Report” is available at 50 cents a copy from the American Jewish
Committee, 165 East 56 Street, New York, .N.Y. 10022,

Founded in 1906, ﬂ;ekmricanmish&mmitteeisthiscmmtty'spimeerhmanrelatims
organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights of Jews at home
and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all pecple everywhere.
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"Our politicians are doing us a great disservice in raising the expecta-
tions of our people; we ought to prepare for a lewling off perhaps for a
f all-away, of our standard of 11v1ng, as part of the search for a world
form of justice."

Two days of the conference. were set aside to enable delegates to invol
“hemselves in the life of Liverpool. For this the orgenizers had prepared
a very wide range of experiences, such as working as hospital porters,
sharing in discussion at Liverpool's docks and factories, spending time with
elderly people and working alongside social workers.,

Much of the remaining period ¢f the conference was spent by the dele-
gates in worklng groups where the young people formulated their own ideas
about mission in the light of thelr conv1ct10ns and experiences during the
week.

Consultants at the conference included Mr. Harry Morton, an African
economist, a black South African minister, a Methodist minister from the
center of Belfast, Northern Ireland, the Rev. Rex Davies of the World Council
of Churches who is editor of the renewal magazine, Risk, and others.

In announcing the conference, the British Council of Churches said
this was "not just another conference" but was unique. "It will provide a
wide range of experience of the city of Liverpool, of the world and of one
anocher's ideas," it said. ™We are not planning any longwinded speeches or
endless debates.™
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'LIVERPGML( ' 73' AN ECUMENICAL SUCCESS
AS CHURCH GATHER AT CATHEDRAL

By Religious News Service (9-10-73)

‘LIVERPAOL (RNS) -- In a program that featured, among other things, ball-
oons and soap bubbles, music and meditation, more than 1,000 young people from
Britain and other countries, opened the fifth British Christian Youth
Conference in the Anglican cathedral here.

The assembly, entitled, "Liverpool '73," was organized by the British
Council .of Churches' Youth Department, wnich described it as a "week's
learning by experience™ and not just another conference.”

Delegates attended from 34 denominaticns and organizations, ranging from
Anglicans from Britain, Ireland, Nigeria, South Africa, Canada and Guyana, to
Methodists from Britain, Ireland East Germany, Poland, Rhodesia and India,
and Roman Catholics from Britain, Ireland, France and West Germany.

‘Lutherans were in force from Britain, East Germany, Iceland, western
Germany and the United States -- and almost every other denomination of
strength was representéd,

The conference opened with a night-long program in the cathedral, with
the center of the building €turned into a spec1ally constructed 'fairground’
of more than 40 booths reflecting the world in which we live and in which
"Mission", the theme of the week, must take place.

Folk-5singing, non-verbal encounters, discussion workshops, dancing, medi-
tation and exhibitions against a background of balloons and soap bubbles,
scaffolding and smells were featured. Also shown were film interviews with
such prominent people as Archbishop Michael Ramsey of Canterbury.

The night ended with Anglican Suffragan Bishop Trevor Huddleston of
Stepney, leading meditation and worship. The cathedral dean, the Very Rev.
Edward Patey, said he was "terribly happy to see the cathedral being used.”

Another major event was the organization of a "Speakers' Corner™ on the
piazza of Liverpool's great Roman Catholic Cathedral of Christ the King. This
gave delegates and people from the Liverpool community an opportunity to
share concerns and problems and conduct iInterviews.

One of the most prominent speakers here was the Rev. Harry A. Morton,
former British Methodist Conference president and now new general secretary
of the British Council of Churches.

Declaring that he was a Socialist, he devoted much of his address to the
concern over the rising cost of living in Britain. He said: "If we are to
pay a world prive in a world where there is a great shortage of commodities,
then it may well be that our cost of living will go on rising. We are caught
in & cleft stick; we are not clear how best we can have a standard of
living for our people, a holding of prices, and at the same time true world
justice,

(more) PAGE ~3 -
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Y 73 LEADBRS SEE CAMPRIGN'S
OURSE SHIPTING TO GRASSROOTS

By Elliott Wright
Religious News Service Staff Writer

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Seven top leaders of Key 73 admitied here that the
broad-?ased evangelistic drive, which has the theme "Calling Our Continent
to Christ," has not developed as originally planned.

But they vigorously disagreed with some assessments that have labeled the
effort a "failure" eight months after formal launching.

They said both evangelism and ecumenism on the grassroots are being
strengthened by Key 73 despite the fact that manv high visibility programs on
the national level failed to materialize. '

The Key 73 leaders conceded that their organization was a financial fiasc
on the natioral level. But they felt that inability to produce several
television specials, earlier anticipated, was a blessing in disguise because
it put the burden of responsibility on local communities and churches where,
they agreced, it belongs.

They ciiallenged claims in some sources that Key 73 has met with apathy
in local congregations, and they-asserted that -the drive has produced a new
coalition whose diverse-participants will never go home to old isolation.

- In an exclusive group interview, Dr, Theodore A. Raedeke, Key 73 executiw
director, and six of the sixteen executive committee members talked about
Key 73.

They fielded questions, and each had a chance to voice pro or con re-
sponses to what has or has not taken place under the Key 73 umbrella.

The Rev. Atha Baugh, an executive of the American Baptist Churches, ex-
pressed regret -- called it a "tragedy" -- that all North American Churches
have not seized the opportunity Key 73 offers for looking at evangelism
and mission as a style of on-going Christian life.

But he was equally regretful that Key 73 has not done more to draw
minority participants by putting more stress on justice as part of the
_ Christian message.

In addition to Dr, Raedeke and Mr. Baugh, members of the executive
committee taking part in the interview were the Rev. Joe Hale, United
Methodist; Dr. Paul Benjamin, Christian Churches - Churches of Christ; Bishop
Henry Ginder, Brethren in Christ Churchj; the Rev. Wesley Smedes, Christian
Reformed Church, and Col. John D. Waldron, the Salvation Army.

Key 73 was opened last January with considerable fanfare. With
140 sponsoring groups -- denominations of wide diversity, independent evangeli.
cal organizations and numerous Roman Catholic dioceses -- Key 73 was seen as
the most massive evangelistic thrust in North American history.

Sparked by a proposal made in the late 1960s by Dr. Carl F. H. Henry,
then editor of Christianity Today magazine, the endeavor lists five pur-
-poses: confronting every person in the U.S. and Canada with Christ, employ-
ing all means to communicate the Christian gospel, applying the meaning of
Christ to issues shaping society, developing new resources for evangelism and
helping congregations become "more effective redemptive centers.”
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While four months and two-phases of the 1973 timetable remain, Dr. Raedek
and his colleagues were under no illustion that Key 73's original national
budget will be raised. :

The largest sum in the budget was $2 million for programs such as
television specials, billboards and other public promotion, Dr. Raedeke, a
'clergyman of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod said that at the present rate
of income Key 73 will probably reach $600,000 for both national program and
operatlons.

"Church historians will undoubtedly cite Key 73 as the greatest thrust
carried out with the smallest budget,™ he commented.

In retrospect, Dr. Raedeke and the executiva committee members did not
seem displessed that money was not found for "spectacular" national
programs. Saveral said that had a series of TV spscials been made, persons
in local ccmmunities might have assumed Key 73 was accomplished without
contributing thelr own efforts.

Mr. Hale said that groups pulled together in a more effective way on
local and 1eg10nal levels because funds were not available fcr national pro-
grams.

Neither Mr. Hale, Dr. Raedeke or the others in‘' the interview would
‘accept the conclusion that Key 73 produced little more than a “yawﬁ" in
most locales -- an assertion made by a United Methodist newspaper in Texas.
Mr. Hale said at least half of the 40,000 United Methodist congregatlons
were involved in some way.

The men cited unprecedented highs in the distributions of Bibles and
portions of the Scripture. They attributed the increase directly to Key 73.

Mr. Smedes safd Hs denomination, the Christian Reformed Church, has
carried out a "serious study™ on the nature of the church as a result of
Key 73. He said 10,000 small groups have explored the question, "™ho Are
the People of God in the World”"

Asked why, in a time 1-Iriant: seemed ripe for evangelism, Key 73 could not
raise the $2 million for national purposes, the executive committee members
had several zespenses.

Mr. Hale suggested that in some cases individuals decided to make
their contributions to local and regional expressions of Key 73. Mr. Smedes
added that there was something "nebulous™ about a national organization that
does notsattract loyaity. Dr. Raedeke thought that perhaps the budget was
just too small to challenge Americans.

(more) PRGE - 7 -
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Each person in the interview spoke of Key 73's contribution to inter-
Church relations. Dr. Benjamin said that on all levels Key 73 meetings
often represented the first time conservative Protestant evangelicals,
persons from denominations in the National Council of Churches and Roman
Catholics have collectively discussed and participated together in evangelism.

Three hundred leaders of groups that previously had little:contacts,
Dr. Benjamin continued, have been together for three years in Key 73 planning.
"We like each other and while we don't agree on everything we respect each
other and love each other,™ he said. "And that can't help but change the
religious scene over the next decade.™

An inevitable question concerned the impact of Jewish criticism of Key
73. Overall, negative Jewish reaction was not seen as exerting much influence
on the decisions of groups to take part or stay out of the drive.

Reflecting the stand, most Key 73 leaders took in response to Jewish
criticism, Bishop Ginder said Christians have the mandate to bring Christ
to all persons but never to be coercive or manipulative.

The bishop, among others, felt that discussion about Christian evangelism
in a pluralistic nation had opened the door to more and better Christian-
Jewish relations. He recalled an invitation to speak to a synagogue and
answer questions about Key 73. MThe climate was good throughout,™ he said.

Although the National Council of Churches, which has 31 Protestant and
Orthodox member Churches, took no stand for or against Key 73 on its policy-mak-
ing 1lewel, a Council department was listed as a sponsor. Has that listing
hurt or Helped Key 73? the panel was asked.

Col. Waldronof the Salvation Army responded to the question, "It is no
hindrance,™ he said. "Catholic involvement is no handicap. Our people
discovered evangelically oriented people in other Churches. It is probably not
possible -to get so many groups together on the basis of anything but evangel~
ism, but for us it is an enriching experience to be a part of a total commit-

ment. We feel at home with the personal gospel and with those in social
services,"

Bishop Ginder said he did not understand Key 73 as a means only to
add statistics to membership rolls. He said the larger purpose was to pre-
pare laymen for the sharing of faith.

The interview touched on a phrase, found in official materials, describ-
ing Key 73 as an attempt to stretch a Christian "canopy™ over North America.
From the perspective of pluralism, this term is bothersome to numerous per-
sons.,

Mr. Hale said "canopy" was never intended to imply the overshadowing
of all else but was meant to introduce the image of an umbrella under
which many Christian priorities could cooperatively interact.

There was a consensus among Dr., Raedeke and the six executive committee
members that if Key 73 has done nothing else -- and they felt it has done
more -- it has dissolved some of the stereotypes that have long divided
American Christians.

"People have discovered each other across all lines," said Bishop
Ginder.

-0 - PAGE - 8 =~



Board of Global Ministries
The United Methodist Church

475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. (212) 749-0700
Cable: missions new york

This resolution was proposed by the Southern New Jersey Conference
Commission on Ecumenical and Interreligious concerns, the Rev. David
M. Finch, chairperson, and adopted at the Annual Conference in Ocean
City, New Jersey on June 13, 1973:

WHEREAS, some leaders in the
publicly their fear that th
Continent to Christ" might contribute to the
development of a ''mational" s bias which abridges
the pluralistic character of our republic; and,

sh community have expressed
Key '73 tlhyeme "Calling Our

WHEREAS, we believe that the Gospel stands on its own feet
and that it does not need the false cultic support of any
popular, cultural, or national religious acceptance for its
effective proclamation;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Southern New Jersey Annual
Conference reassure the Jewish communities within the bounds
of our Conference of our appreciation for them and their
unique religious heritage; that cur participation in the

Key '73 evangelistic emphasis is in no way directed toward

the development of a civil religious fervor that infringes

on or discriminates against the rights of other religious
groups; and, that we shall continue to work with them in
every way where our common concerns need to be broutht to bear
upon the religious, social and humanitarian issues of the day.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge the Jewish congregations
to cooperate with us, that each religious community in oux
nation be assured of the right to exercise its faith without
discrimination or harassment. -

From R.W. Huston
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns Division, 13th floor
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE \2)/\)0

Cleveland Chapter
Ohio-Kentucky Area
1220 Huron Road, #703
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
Tel: (216) 781-6035

DATE: Sept. 4, 197

To:\ GERRY STROBER/AND ISATAH TERMAN
\‘_____.______,.i

FROM: Seymour Brief

For approval
XXX For your information
Pléase handle
Please talk to me about this
Read and file

Returned as requested

Your comments please

REMARKS :
This was picked up as “hand-out' material at a major
event held in this area in August.,(The Cuyahoga County
Fair in Berea, Ohio) along with a booklet entitled "Touched
By The Fire", Luke and Acts from the New Testament.
Published for KEY 73 by the American Bible Society.
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KEY 73 is a year-long

% evangelistic endeavor
""calling our continent
to Christ." With spon-
sorship by more than
130 Christian denomina=-
tions and groups, the
emphasis is on prayer,
Bible study, lay wit-
ness, and Christian
service to those in
need.

CHETIN R RN AN ENE I H B

The Cuyahoga County Fair ministry is one project
developed by the Greater Cleveland KEY 73 steering
committee, in cooperation with the Council of
Churches. We offer you New Testament Scripture
portions in Today's English Version, or a complete
"Good News" New Testament if you do not have one.
We pray that in Bible reading and prayer you may
be led to find the Way of Christ a challenging
and satisfying adventure.

Cur booth is staffed by volunteers of a different
denomination or regional cluster of churches each
day. Feel free to talk with them about your spir-
itual life, and theirs.

There is no charge for what

we offer you, just as God's
love and saving grace in
Christ Jesus is free. If

you wish to leave an offer-
ing for the expenses of the
week or the general purposes
of KEY 73, it will be accepted
with appreciation.




-

KE{ 73 VASS MEDIA OFFICE

2622 Bond Avenue

Drexel Hill, Pa, 19026

215-789-5541 215-789-6011
MEMORANDUM July 20; 1973

Re: Scheduling of Key 73 TV Special "Come Together"
or Market Areas negotiating for placement

From: Virgil Megill, Key 73 Mass Media Office

New York - to be announced - Contact person, Reuben Gums, 475 Riverside Dr.,, Rm, 456,
New York, N.Y. 10027 (212-749-1214)
Los Angeles - KHOF-TV, ch, 30 Glendale, postponed from June 25, 9:30 p.m.
Chicago - to b= announced - contact perscn Daniel Barrett, 116 S. Michigan Ave,,
Chicago, Ill, 60603 (312-372-3427)
Philadelphia - WPVI-TV, ch, 6 - June 9, lp.m. )
San Francisco - KRON-TV, ch, 4 - to be announced - Contact person, lMajor Ray
Robinson, 60 Haight St., Box 3465, San Francisco 94119 (863-6520)
Detroit - WIVS-TV, ch, 56 - June 10; 1973, 4 p.m. .
Cleveland - WEWS-TV, ch, 9 - July 14, 1973, 6:30 p.m,
Pittsburgh - to be announced - Contact person, Harry Souders, 1800 Arrott Bldg., 401
Wood St., Pittsburgn 15222 (412-281-1515)
Dallas-Forth Worth - t¢ be announced - contact person, Robert L. Robertson,
' 2110 N, Akard, Dallas 75201  (214-744-0345)
St. Louis -KSD-TV, May 6 - 12:30 p.m, (ch, 5
KETC~-TV, ch. 9 - to be announced -~ Contact person Robert Glazier,
6996 Millbrook Blvd., St, Louis 63130 (314-863-0995)
Seattle-Tacoma - to be announced - contact person J. Graley Taylor, 2056 Washington
Plaza Hotel, Fifth and Westlake, Seattle 98101 (206-682-0608)
Houston - KPRC-TV, ch, 2 - to be announced - Contact person, Lyn Salerno, P,0, Box
2222, Houston 77001 (713-771-4631)
Minneapolis-St, Paul to be announced - contact person Milton R. Lentz, 3801 Wooddale
Ave,, St, Louis Park, Minn, 55416 (42nd and Brookside 612-929-3846)
Atlanta - to be announced - WAGA=TV, ch. 5 - Contact person Dale Clark, 1551 Eriar-
cliffe Rd.,N,E,, Atlanta 30306 (404-875-5551)
Indianapolis - WHMB-TV, ch, 40 - Contact person, Sandy Lester, Box 50250, Indiana=-
polis 46250 (317-773-5050)
Miami - Contact persons Robert E, Barber, 12600 N,W. 4th Ave,, Miami 33168 (305-681-
7426, 681-9964); H.J, Fritsch, 9900 N, Kendall Dr., Miami 33156 305-271-4600
Baltimore - WMAR=TV, ch, 2, 2 p.m.
Buffalo, N,Y, - Contact person Willi.am Atkins, 193 Ontario St., Buffalo 14207
: (716-875-3639, 875-5913)
Hartford-New Haven, Conn, = WHCT-TV, ch., 18, August. Contact person, Mrs, Cynthia
Vinson, P,0, Box 18, Hartford 06101 (203-525-2611)
Milwaukee - WTMJ-TV, ch, 4, July 8, 4 p.m,
Kansas City - Contact Shrum Burton, 1321 NE Vivion Rd,, K.C. Ho., 64118 816-452-2939,
452-0949; or Donald Allen, 3601 W, Tenth, Topeka, Kans 66604 (913-
272-7771, 273-0655)
Sacramento - KOVR-TV, April 21, 9:30 a.m, (ch.13); KORA, Ch, 3, April 22, 8:30 a,m,
KXTL-TV, ch, 40,, April 22, 9 a.m,
Por‘tla-nd’ Ore. e KVDO"T'V’ Ch. 3’ M&y 5. h’ P.m.
Providence, R.I, - WPRI-TV, ch, 12 - June 24, 1973, 12:30 p.m,
Memphis - WMC-TV, ch, 5 - June 24, 1973, 1 p.m,
Denver - KBTV-TV, ch, 9 = June 9, 1973
New Orleans - WYES-TV, ch, 12, April 21, 1973
Birmingham, Ala, - WBRC-TV, ch, 6 - July 15, 1973, © p.m,
San Diego - KGTV-TV, ch, 10 - July 22, 1973, 11 a.nm,



Greenville, S.C, - WFBC-TV, ch, 4 & Septi 9, 5 p.m,
Charleston-Huntington, W.Va, Postpoﬁbd by WCHS-TV, ch. ch, 8 from May 20, 1973,3 p.nm,
Contact person, Clair Matz, 101 Cheyenne Trail, Hunting-
ton (304-736-8256, or Marshall Univers ity, 696-6695)
Grand Rapids~Kalamazoo, ., WOTV-T¥, ch, 8 - June 24, 1973
Louisville, Ky. - WAVE-TV, ch, 3 - First week of September - Contact Rual Perkins,
1115 S, 4th St,, Louisville 40203 (502-584-3838, 584-6616)
Phoenix - Flagstaff - KOAI-TV, ch, 2 - to be announced - Contact Wendall Elliott,
Box 1843, Flagstaff 85001 (602-774-8129)
KOOL~TV, ch, 10, June 24, 1973; KPHO-TV, ch. 5, latter part of
July, contact Ed Akins, 4016 N, Black Cnyn, Phoenix 85017;
KTAR-TV, ch., 12; Aug, 19, 12:00-1:00 p,m,
Dayton, Ohio = to be announced - Contact person, Mrs, Paul M, Shank, 4457 Wing View
Lane, Xettering, Ohio 45429 (513-434-7038, 222-8654)
Haxrrisburg-York-lancaster-Lebanon, Fa, - WGAL-TV, ch, 8 to be announced - contact
person, Donald Yachman, 301 N, President Ave., Lancaster 17603
(717-392-0786, 354~2563)
San Antonio, Tex, - to be annourced - contact person, C, Don Daugh, 301 Broadway,
San Antonic, Tex, 78205 (512-226-7264)
Saginaw - To be announced - Contact person, Allen Hoogewind, 3736 Mackinaw St.,
Saginaw, Mich., 48602 (517-792-4082)

Little Rock, Ark. - KATV, ch, 7, June 30, 7 p.m.

Richmond, Va, - WWBT-TV, ch. 12 - Sept, 2, 1973, 10 a.m,
Toledo, Ohio - WSPD-TV, ch, 12 - June 10, 1973, 4 p.m,
Shreveport, La, =Texarkana, Tex. - KIBS-TV, ch. 3 - June 10, 1973, 3 p.m,
Wilkes-Barre - Scranton, Pa, - UWBRE-TV, ch, 28 - April 29, 1973, 6 p.m,
Rochester, N.Y, -~ WHEC-TV, ch, 10 - June 17, 1973, 10 a.m,
Mobile, Ala,- Pensacola, Fla, - WKRG-TV, ch. 5 - April 21, 1973
Davenport,Iowa -Rock Islan-Moline, I11l, - WOC-TV, ch, 6 - April 21, 1973
Fresno, Calif, - XWMJ-TV, ch, 24, June 3, 1973, 10 a.m.
Des Moines, Iowa - KRNT-TV, ch. 8, May 20, 1973, 2 p.m.
Cedar Rapids-Waterloo, Iowa -~ KCRG~TV, ch, 9 - June 10, 1973, 4 p.m.
Green Bay,Wis, - WLUK-TV, ch, 11 - July 7, 1973, 3 p.m.
Portland-Poland Spring, Maine = WiTW-TV, ch, 8 = July 8, 1973, 5 p.m.
Johnsown=-Altoona, Pa, = WJAC-TV, 6 - June 17, 4:30 p,m.
WTAJ=TV, ch, Aug. 25, 1973, 2:30 p.m,
Youngstown, Chio = WYTV, ch, 33, to be announced -Contact person, Ronald Beardmore,
3800 Shagty Run Rd., Youngstown, Ohio 44502 (216-788-2424)
Lincoln-Hastings~-Kearney, Neb, - KCLN=TV. ch, 10 and KGIN-TV, ch, 11 - May &4, 1973
Y. P.h.
Sioux Falls-lMitchell, S.D, = KSLO-TV, ch. 11 and KDLO-TV, ch. 3 and KPLO-TV, Ch, 6,
May 12, 10:30 p.m.
Evansville, Ind, - to be announced - contact person Mrs, Philip Hoy, 203 YMCA Bldg.,
Evarsville 47708 (812-425-3524)
Fort Wayne, Ind. - to be announced - Contact Ron Ross Associates, Box 5138, 4004
Cadena Lane, Fort Wayne 46805 (219-485-3876)
South Bend-Elkhart, Inc, - WNDU-TV, ch, 16 - Contact Paul Walton, Box 16, South
Bend (219=233-?111)
Bristol,Va.-Kingsvort-Johnson City,Tenn, WJHL-TV, ch, 11 - June 9, 4 p.m,
Peoria, Il1l, - WRAU-TV, ch, 19 - April 22, 1973 - 10:45 p.m,
Amarillo, Tex, - KFDA-TV, ch. 10 - May 20, 1973, 12:30 p,m,
Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, Ala, -WHNT-TV, ch, 19 - postponed from May 13, 8 a.m,
Augusta, Ga, - to be announced -~ contact person, Randy Pollard, 1330 Monte Sano
Ave,,Augusta 30904 (404-733-5522, 4O4-~738-5319)
Wheeling, W,.Va,~Steubenville, Ohio - WIRF-TV, ch, 7, August - Contact person, Frank
L, Sweeney, P.0, Box 230, Wheeling, W.Va., 26003 (304-233-0880)
Columbia, S,C, = WIS-TV, ch, 10 = April 22, 1973
Monroe,La, - ElDorado, Ark, KIVE, ch, 10, April 29, 1973,
Springfield, I11, - WICS- ch, 12 - to be announced - contact Jack Hoskins, 2680
E, Cook St,, Springfield 62703 (217-528-0465)
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Binghamton, N,Y, = WBJA-TV, ch. 3% - June 24, 1973.
Tucson, Ariz, TVOA-TV, ch, 4 - lay 6, 1973, 11 a.m,
Sioux City, Eowa - KCAU-TV, ch, 9 - May 6, 1973, 5 p.m,
Madison, Vis, - WMIV, ch, 15 - July 8, 1973, 1 p.m.
Joplin, Mo,=Pittsburg, Kan, - to be announced -~ Contact person, Don Evans, P,0, Box
_ 896, Joplin 64B0L (417-624-4585)
Charleston, S.C. - WCSC-TV, ch. 5, April 22, 1973.
Quincy, Ill,-Hannibal, Mo, - KHQA-TV, ch, 7 - May 20, 1973, 12:30 p.m.
Rochester, Mi:, - Mason City, Iowa - Austin, Minn, - KAUS-TV, ch, 6 - May 6, 1973
11 a.m, KGLO-TV, ch., 3, May 13, 1973, 6 p.m.
TOPBRS-; K&n. - WBH"TV, Ch. ]—3 e d Mﬁ.’f ?! 9 P-m.} MSB' Ch. 2?’ May 20’ 19?3! 12 lel
Columbia-Jefferson City, Mo, - to be announced - Contact Graham Bright, 204 S, 9th
St., Columbia, Mo, 75201 (314-442-3226; 443-3111); Leland Gordon,
prog, dir., Jefferson City (314-636=6188)
Eugene, Ore, - KEZI-TV, ch,, ch. 9 - May 6, 1973, 2:30 P.M,
La Crosse-Bau Claire, Wis. - WEAU-TV, ch, 13 - July 1, 1973, 4:30 p.m.
WKBT=-TV, ch, 8 - \TUJ..}" 15| 19?3! 23""5 p.m,
Macon, Ga, - WMAZ-TV, ch., 13 - July 15, 1973, 2 p.m.
Tallahassee, Fla, = Thomasville, Ga, - WCTV-TV, Ch. 6 - June 24, 1973,.10 a.m,
Minot-Bismarck, N,D, = KFYR-TV, ch, 5, Bismarck; KMOT, ch., 10;Minot; and KIMV-TV,
ch. 8, Williston, May 27, 19733 2:30 p.m.
Traverse City-Cadillac, Mich. - to be announced - WGTU-TV, ch. 29 - contact person,
Brgc):e Pierce, 318 S. Park, Boyne City, Mich. 49712 (616-582-
977 '
Wausau, Wis.- Rhinelander, Wis., - WAEO-TV, ch, 12 - June 30, 1973, 4:30 p.m,
WSAU-TV, ch, 7 - July 7, 1973 - J p.m.
Bakersfield, Calif, - KERO-TV, ch. 23 = June 10, 1973
Boise, Idaho - KIVB-TV, ch, 7 - and KTVR, ch, 13 - ~¥ay.16, 1973, 8 p.m.
Bangor, Maine = WLBZ-TV, ch, 2 - April 22, 1973, 1:30 p.m.
Alrany, Ga, - WALB-TV, ch, 10 = June 6, 1973 .
Billings, Mont, - KOOK-TV, ch, 2 - to be announced - contact persogy, Richard G,
Matson, 3125 Fifth Ave, S., Great Falls 59405 (406-452-8115)
Great Falls, Mont. - KRTV-TV, ch., 3 - to be announced - Contact person, Richard G,
Matson, 3125 Fifth Ave, St,, Great Falls 59405 (406-452-8115)
R&Pid CitYl S.D' - KOTA-TV' Ch. 33 a-nd KDUH-N"Ch. “’| Hay Springsp NEbI'J a-nd
: KHSD-TV, ch, 11, Leads, S.D, - to be announced - contact person,
Dan C, Lesmeister, Box 1752, Rapid City, S. Da., 57701 (605-
342-2000)
Fort Smith, Ark, - KFPW-TV, ch, 40 - May 14, 1973
Lake Charles, lLa, - KFLC, ch, 7 - contact person, Tom Settlemyre, 1523 Fourth Ave,,
lake Charles 70601 . (318-436-4735, 433-2522)
Medford, Ore, - KOBI-TV, ch, 5 - May 27, 1973, 3 p.m.
Fort Myers, Fla, - WBBH-TV, ch, 20 - July 1, 1973
Pz1lm Springs, Calif, - to be announced - KABL-TV - contact person, Larry Kemper, -
74-175 El1 Paseo, Palm Desert 92260 (714-327-6654) or Dean
W, Miller, Coachella Valley TV, P,0, Box 655, Palm Desert
92260 (714-346-8157)
Missoula, Mont,- Butte, Mt., - KXLF-TV, ch, 4 - contact person, Richard G, Matson,
: : 3125 Fifth Ave, S., Great Falls 59405 (4n6-452-8115)
Casper-Riverton, Wyo, - KWRB-TV, ch, 10 - to be announced - contact person, Cal
Voigt, 500 Arapahoe, Thermopolis, Wyo, 82443 (307-864-2331)
Twin Falls, Idaho - KMVT- ch, 12 - June 16, 1973, 8 p.m,
Ottumwa, Iowa- Kirksville, Mo, - KTVO-TV, ch, 3 - May 13, 1973, 1 p.m.
Bellingham, Wash., - KVOX-TV, ch, 12 - contact person, Al Swift, 1151 Ellis St,,
Bellingham 98225 (206-734-4101)
Klamath Falls, Ore, KOTI-TV, ch, 2 - to be announced - contact person, Bill Clark,
1101 Viard St,, Xlamath Falls 97601 (503-882-6321, ext, 333)
Laredo, Tex, - KGNS-TV, ch, 8 - to be announced - contact person, Lawrence Gilbert,
2520 lane, Laredo 78040 (512-723-3424)
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Tos Key 73 Contact Persons

From: Virgil Megill

Re: Lance Webb Kéy 73 Ré.ciio Bible Series

1, Title: "They Féund Life Worth Living!" Twenty weekly radio series: (1)
Phillp: "I Was a Praetical Man;" (2) James: "I Was an Ambitious Man;" (3)
Andrew: "I Was Just an Ordinary Man;" (4) Nathaniel Bartholomew: "When Is
Good Morality Not Emough?" (5) Matthew: "All This and Heaven, Too?" (6)
Simon the Zealot: "Patriotism, Politics and Christian Love--Can They Work
Together?" (7) Abraham: "Looking for Something Better;* (8) Isaac: "I
Tug Again the Wells ef My Father;® (9) Jacob: *Climbing Jacob's Ladder;"
(10) James the Less: "I Had a Wonderful Mother;” (11) Paul the Apostles
"A Life Made New!" (12) John: "The Art of Giving Love;" (13) Simon Peter:
"The Only Way to Be Big;" (I4) Judas Iscariot: "Why I Betrayed Him and Myselfy'
515) Judas (or Thaddeus): "Believing is Seeings" (16) Thomas the Doubter:
An Honest Skeptics" (17) Joseph: "I Was Just a Dreamer;” (18) Hanna:
"4 Reallstic Mother;" (19) Elijah: "I Found God on the Mountains (20)
Jeremiah: "Strength in Difficult Times."

2, Length: 14} minutes each; 30 seconds for etatiom or sponsor identification,

3. Producer: Illinois Key 73 Interdenominational Task Forcej script written and
narrated by United Methodist Bishop Lanee VWebb, Springfield, I1l,

%, Program Information: First person autoblegraphicel narration of Biblical per-
sonalities (prophets, saints, housewives), their legacies cultivated,
their pllgrimages reenacted in the faith as if living today; based on
Scriptures for authentieity; other sources used to flesh out the social
and political influences of the times; autobiographical format 'brid§es
centuries, presents psychological puzzles; prevailing theme that man's '
egotism derives from "unintelligent prayer,"” that "man cannot play God,
that "winds of passion will never make men strong;* offers Mstener his
counterpart for ereative interpersonal relationships and courage in a
world of tension; offers help to those struggling with moral or relig-
lous sherteomings; ideal for small group discussions, classes, indlvid-
val study and reflection; study guides available.

5. Distribution: Upon request from the Key 73 Interdenominational Task Force in
Ilinois, 416 South 7th Street, Springfield, I1l, 62701, vwrite
for audition tape without charge, or for reel-to-reel tape at
$36. Audition tape are random samplings from actual broadcasts,
Produced for North American distribution,
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MEMOBANDUM \
To: Key 73 Contact Persons '

- From: Virgil Megill
Ret Key 73 Mass Media Materials

1, "Come Together as a Key 73 TV Special may be broadcast in your area by reserving.
. & vldeotape from the Key 73 Mass Media Office, securing the cooperating TV sta-
tion for- auditioning and dubbing the tape, scheduling the program with the sta-
tion, publicizing the broadcast time to denominational and church leaders, and
organizing local support toward the recommended use charge ($250 for the first
showing and $100 for additional showings,) =
@

2, If packets of materials are needed for promotion of "Come Together," contact the
Key 73 Mass Media Office, Virgil Megill, director, 2622 Bond Ave., Drexel Hill,
Pa, 19026 (215-789-55413 215-789-6011), -

3. All v8deotapes and 16mm";rcints of "Come Together" are to be returned following
dubbing or use to the Key 73 Mass Media Office, or forwarded as directed to the
‘next user,

4, One hour “Come Together" 16mm color prints may be purchased at $600 each from
‘the Greater Los Angeles Key 73 Committee, Box 73, North Hollywood, Calif, 91603,
" "Rentals are $35 from selected libraries named by this committee,

5. For the summer fair or mall ministries you may consider using "Come Together® oz
“Faith in Action," Permission for continuous showing of "Come Together" by
closed circuit television may be secured from the Key 73 Mass Media Office, A
;;ngibution for production costs should be sent to the Greater Los Angeles Key '

mnittee,

6. Prints of "Faith in Action," the first Key 73 TV Special, color 1émm, 30 minutes
for church, library, or fair and mall ministries are obtainable at $199 each
from Johnson-Nyquist Productions, 18414 Eddy St., Northridge, Calif. 9132%.

7. Key 73 Radio Spots may be used fully throughout the remainder of 1973, American
Bible Soclety spots offer scripture portions to listeners., See the Mass Media
Resources brochure for available spots. Local committees may produce Key 73
radio spots using the "Come Together" album and recordings from Executive Secre-
tary Dr, Theodore A. Raedeke. (address of Dr. Redeseke at the NRB Convention at
Washington, D.C, in January 1973 available . from Christian Duplications, P.O.
Box 1003, Alta Monte Springs, Florida 3270l.) A 2 to 5 minute weekly radio mes-
ggggaia available from Bill Huie, 341 Ponce de Leon Ave, N.E., Atlanta, Ga.

8. "Key 73—A Community Response," motivational filmstrip, 16 minute, sound, 70 fram
with laymen and clergy, youth and alults from five denominations intarpreting
evangelism and witnessing from various perspectives, available from Media Messag
224 New Meadow Rd,, Barrington, R.I. 02806, Adaptable for large or small aud-
iences, Employs parable technique. Cacsette tare gudible or 50 hertz inaudiblr
pulses) with script, $10,



Key 73 Mass Media Office
Virgil Megill, director
2622 Bond Ave,
Drexel Hill, Pa, 19026
Y 215-789=5541  215-789-6011
FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE

KEY ?B-SUHHER THEME IN YOUTH AND VACATIONLAND EMPHASIS _

North'American Christians cooperating in the united emphasis of Key 73, "Call-
ing Cur Continent to Christ," are stressing youth outreach, fair and vacationland
ministries, and plans for community crusades, projects, or rallies. The theme of
IKey 73, phase five from June to November, is "Calling Our Continent to Proclamation®

Key 73 Youth Outreach programs sprang up after Easter with outdoor youth assen-
blies, In southern California a "Santa Barbara One Way Outreach for Christ" was
held with mass meetings at the Earl Warren Showgrounds, John MacArthur, leader,

- Similar activities were held in Lakewood, Calif,; Topeka, Kansas,.; Richland, Wash.i
Signal Mountain, Tenn,; Tucson, Ariz,; Tullahoma, Tenn,; Troy, Tenn,; LaVale, Md.;
Cumberland, Md,; Huntington, W,Va,; Des Moines, Iowa; Mt, Pleasant, Iowa; Grand
Rapids,_Mich.; Clinton, Iowa; Albuguerque, N.M,, and other places.

Under the direction of Jackson Wilecox, chairman of Key 73 Youth Outreach
(Box 5201, Mission Hills, Calif. 91340) Youth Outreach manals were distributed
across the continent with the theme, "The Summer Belongs to Jesus" and "Jesus Power
Now." The manual included suggestions for doing a youth week of "powered total

community impact for Jesus, plus heavy Bible study material in Hollywood Jesus

School style," ;
Youth fetes for Key 73 were scheduled at Akron, Chio, May 18-20; Living Waters

Ranch, Whitehorn, Calif,, May 26-28; Chicagoland, June 9;workshop and training pro-

gram, Detroit, June 9; Doylestown, Pa,, June 15-16; St, Petersburg, Fla,, June 18-23;

Jesus People. Gathering, Santa Monica, Calif,, June 20-23; the Coliseum Revisited,

June 23; Kansas City, July 27-29; Eugene, Ore,, with Hal iindsay, July 28, at

Autzen Stadium; A1l Lutheran Youth Gathering, Houston, Aug. 4-8; and Jesus 73 Musi-

cal Festival, Morgantown, Pa,, Aug. 9-11, (Write Jesus 73, Paradise, Pa, 17562)
Converging at the intersection of Routes 23 and 10 near Morgantown, Pa., the

Jesus 73 Musical Festival will feature camping in Pennsylvania Dutch country, The

= MOYe =



massive youth gathering will bring together disc jockey Scott Ross; Nicky Cruz

from "The Cross and éhe Switchblade"fame and author of "Run Baby Run"; Tom Skinner,
former Harlem gangleader and now chaplain of NFL's Champion Hashinéton Redskins;
Danny Taylor, Christian rock recording artist and speaker from Love Inn, Freeville,
N.Y,.3 Larry Tomczak from the Catholic University Charismatic Prafer Group, Washing-
ton, D.C4 Welsh born pastor John M, Poole; Rock Church Pastor John Gimenez; former
Satanist High Priest Mike Warnke; Director of Jesus People International, Duane
Pederson; Andrae Crouch and the Disciples; Danny Lee and the Children of Truth;
Katie Hanley, "Day by Day" star of GOﬁSEEELB Arthur Katz, author of BEN ISRAEL; and

others, Fair Ministries

Key 73 ﬁooths at state and community fairs provide contemporary Christian mus=-
ic and literature, feature Key 73 programs as "Faith in Action," "There's a New
Wind Blowing," and "Come Together," and engage youth and adultsin dialogue. Re-
ligious booths throughout the continent are united with the Key 73 symbol, Denom-
inational and inter-faith leisvre ministries of fair grounds, campgrounds, trailer
parks, resorts, and second home developments in vacationlands are relating to the
Key 73 program,

In Riverside Park in Buffalo, N.Y., where 100,000 persons passed the Key 73
booth Independence Day, the Key 73 representatives gave free cold water, and en-
gaged passers-by in discussion of "living water." As a result of this experience
a one-half hour television talk show, "Key 73--Action and Words," was filﬁed in
July at Beaver Island State Park for two telecasts in early August, under the aus-
Pices éf Pearle Burt, executive secretary of the Council of Churches, Marilyn
Stahlka, Radio-TV secretary, and William F,Atkins, United Methodist Key 73 leader,
The "Come Together" fat Boone TV Special was scheduled in Buffalo on Pentecost,
June 10, on WBEN-TV, and Aug; 25 on WUTV, Plans in the Buffalo area are underway
for instituting clusters of classes between Worldwide Communion Sﬁnday and
Stewardship Sunday,. training area.leadars in personal evangelism, to reach commit-

ments. in the final phase ot Key 73.

- more =



Impact Weeks

Each community will devise its own program in the "impact weeks" weeks period
of phase five, Speakers will be featured at Key 73 rallies, as Myron Augsbei‘ger
from Harrisonburg, Va,, who addressed thousands in Lancaster, Pa,, if July, and

will be city-wide erusade spaker in Fort Wayne, Ind,, Sept., 9-16, Senator ﬁchweiker
is scheduled to be Key 73 speaker at a suburban Philadelphia rally at'St. Dorothy's
Roman Catholic Church in Drexel HI1l in October,’

The TV Launch Special, "Faith in Action," was shown in 667 broadcasts in Can-
ada and the United States in the ﬁeekend of January 6 and following, The Second
TV Steclal, "Come Together," featuring Pat Boone and his family, a youth stage

choir of 100, and a youth chorus of 2000, will be presented in Canada in September
or October, according to Keith Woolard, Canadian Mass Media Director, In the U,S.
"Come Together" was placed on Easter and Pentecost weekends, and other times deter-
min#d by local placement, according to Virgil Megill, Key 73 Mass Media Director,
Videotaped March 26, 1973, before 13,000 persons at the Forum in Los Angeles, the
Program invites Christians to join in fellowship and witness in the name of Christ,
Jimmy Owens, who with his wife Carol wrote the oratorio, directs the musical with
an orchestra accompaniment, The program is available for broadcasts throughout
1973,

Cecil Todd,Joplin, Mo., telecast "Pass It On" in April, featuring Anita Bryant,
James Irwin, Mike Senibaugh; Ronald Reagan, Kenneth Taylor, and Russ Martin, 1In
September a similar hour program, "All This and Heaven, Too," filmed at Waikiki
Shell, will be telecast, featvrirg Walter Brennan and Vanda Van Dyke. |

The CBS "Look Up and Live" series of the National Council of Churches will
broadcast "Key 73 and Zvanzelisn." August 12, at 10:30 ﬁ.m. E.D.T. Pannelists will
be Paul Deats, professor of Social Ethics at Boston University School of Theology,
moderator; and John Anderson, First Presbyterian Church, Dallas; Raymond A, May,
Lutheran Church in America secretary for evangelism; Herbert A, Donovan Jr,, Mont-
clair, N,J, Episcopal'clergyman; and Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice president -
Synagogue Council of America.

- more -
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Training for final phase of Key 73, "Calling Our Contiﬁent to Commitment" |
which begins in December, is being planned in a num‘p_éz;"of cdimnunties across North ;‘é
America, A 20 week Bible lesson radio séries, prepared by the Central Illinois Key',-'l
73 Committee for general distribution, features United Methodist Bishop Lance Webb
as narrator, By mid=July 60 radio stations in central Illinois had scheduled the E
series, “

The"More Than You Are" series of four one-half hour TV programs, hOSﬁingBruce
Larsen and invited guests, are being scheduled for fall showings and discussion
study group use for training in conversational evangelism, Interviewed on the
programs are Keith Miller and Don Miller, in "You Can Communicate;" Louise Mohr
and Ralph Berkeley, "You Can Change;" Hull Youngblood and Glenn Evans, "You Can
Make a Difference;" and Ira Gallaway and Lloyd Ogilvie, "I'm Ready—Let the
Revolution Begin," |

"Somebody Loves You," a half hour TV Special produced by the Washington State
Key 73 Committee in cooperation with the Metropolitan Seattle Lutheran Council,
presents the witness styles of six lay people, including a university basketball
coah and his team in a woik;out, a joyous celebration in Christ, and a brief appear-
ance of Billy Graham, ard is available for general use; Key 73 has stimulated
religious leaders throughout the country to use radio-TV to a larger degree in

presenting the gospel of Christ,
) Dr. Theodore A, Raedeke, executive director of Key 73, has summarized the

challenge of phase five responsibilities: "During the summer months of this year
those who are ealled by the name of Christ will be asked, "You make a determined
effort first of all to live your Christian life, so that other people realiy see

Christ in you, and then, let them hear of Christ from you,™
Key 73 is a simultaneous thrust of over 150 religious bodies and organiza-

tians in the United States and Canada committed to share with every person in
North America more fu;ly and more forcefully the claims and message of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, The Key 73 executive office is at 418 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo,

63102, - s
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August 22, 1973 sent to:
Judith Banki

{7 Inge Gibel

Billie Stern

Gerald Strober
‘Rabbi Marec Tanenbaum
Miles Zitmore
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WHATEVER HAPPENCD TO XEY 732 FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1973
DRAMATIC PROGRAI! CHANGES URGED .

By Religious News Service '(8-17-73)

DALLAS-/(RNS) -~ Key 73, the broad-based evangelistic program "calling
our continent¥to-Christ,™ will get the 1973 "disappointment of the year™®
award unless dramatic changes arc fortheoming, according to a United

Methodist newspaper that has backed the cffort.

"What Ever Happened to Key 732" asked an editorial in the August 17
issue of the Texas Methedist/United iicthodist Reporter, which has 131
weekly editions with 230,000 subscribers across the nation.

"Mot much" has apparently happencd with Xey 73, the cditorial stated. ;
"We have received rcports of successes in a few scattered communities," it
added. "In most local congregations, however, Key 73 seems to have produced
nothing more than a giant yawn." - ;

The newspaper noted the diversity and éutonémy of the denominations,
dioceses, independent:groups and regional organizations taking. part in
Key 73.- ; ; '

It said the campaign was "a good idea" and asked "what went wrong 2"

"One obvious conclusion is that the same loose-knit structiire which
preserved individual autonomy and avoided centralization also made an
administratively offcetive approach to Christian evangelism impossible_from
the start,” the cditorial said. It added that "an additicnal restricting

" factor was the lack of any clear scnsc of unity among the particigating
groups about what it would mean to 'tall our continent to Christ.'"

But the Texas Hethodist/United Hiethodist Reporter thought there is a
more basic reason for Key 73's "failure." It said: '

"Authentic Christian evangelism grows out of a compelling commitment
to Christ and a compelling urgency to share one's faith with others.,
Programs may assist in the task of Christian evangelism. But cvangelism
itself cannot be programed -- no matter how many gimmicks and how much
ballyhoo are thrown into the package. :

_ "Key 73 unfortunately represcnts. an attractive package with very little
~substance. Hence it has produced very little response. ™ '

: The editorial concluded that ¥calling our continent to Christ" is still
a worthy goal., "It is time for us.to stop playing evangelistic games and
‘to start sharing.Christ,” it said. - ' :

-0- PAGE -1-




i _ : I!ABB]S TAKE QIR s T ! . iy
Y. \ 4 the recent convention oE t.he Rabbm.:.ral Assembly (Comcrvauve) REGOM STR U C-—” OU l ST
_members of the Assembly who occupy key ‘positions in communal agencies L : m ““1 ( q 13

pamupated in a symposium of the new as well as the chronic problems

facing "A®Sérican Jews. Though they represented so-called “secular” agen-

cies, in contrast to the “religious” (cohgregations) it soon became apparent _ '

that the basic purposes of both types of institution were similar. ' ® -
To be sure, each of the communal bodies has developed specialized H/’? 7_} .

talents to cope with various types of problems: American Jewish Congress

stands out as best equipped to deal with constitutional issues of church-

state relations: Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith acts as the major

watchdog of real and potential anti-Semitic threats; and the American Jew-

ish Committee has, particularly in the past year, concerned itself with Key

'73, the highly organized and heavily endowed program of missionary ac- .

tivity, in which Jews are a major target.
But, to the credit of the three rabbis in the symposium, Benjamin Kahn

of B'nai B'rith, Marc Tinnenbaum of the Committee and Arthur Heru-

berg of Congress, it should be noted that they achieved a commendable con-

sensus on several propositions: one, the dichotomy between “religious' and

“secular” is more apparent than real, for both institutions and organiza-

tions perform mitzvot designed to defend the rights and the good name of

the Jewish people, and deepen Jew-ish consciousness through education in

Jewish values. The real problem lies in the failure of each to correct faulu

which have devclopcd during the past two decades. . :
For example, since the problem of anti-Semidsm has, to all intents . .
ind purposes, been mitigated—that is, Jews have finally made their way
into the economic and polmcal mainstream of American life—the major
thrust of the communal organizations must be revised to fill the vacuum
created by the drive toward full integration into this society with self-
knowledge and self-respect as Jews. This does not mean that community
relations agencies should scrap their apparatus for defense and authentic
interpretation of the Jewish position; it does mean that they must place
into central positions of influence men and women who, like the sympo-
siasts, possess the learmng and the commitment which come from rabbinical
education. &

By the same tolr.en, the congregations must-be reconstructed to deal
more cffectively with the personal 'lives of their members. Rabbis have
been known to complain that they havé become the invocation or benedic-
tion experts at communal functions; that their role in the congregations
have been reduced to announcing the. page at services, and delivering ser-

" mons inspired by Jewish sources unfamiliar to the congregation and about
which they seem to care little or nothing. They officiate at ceremonial oc-
casions for the private benefit of families who regard them as private cha-
plains. Indeed, Rabbi Harold Schulweis, at the convention, delivered a -
brilliant analysis of the “privatization™ of t_ontempomry Jews—a process
deadly to the sense of community, but equally lethal to such Jews who find _
themselves tragically allienated and lonely T e

On the personal level, rabbis must break down that isolation, come
closer to each family, earn their confidence so that problems requiring
counselling are brought to the rabbi, and most vital of all, create the con-
ditions within the congregation which would generate intimacy and mutual
concern. In this regard, the large and impersonal congregation constitutes )
a genuine obstaclce; Rabbi Schu]wess proposes the division of the member- GEEE a3
ship into small havurot, self-led, and free to explore the real problems which
each family faces, as Jews and as human bemgs, _wnth the rabbi serving 2s
TESOUTCE Person. :

2emy ot SR AN T L e

There is no reason for cclcbranng as yet the advent of a new era in
American Jewish'life. But guarded optimism may be justified, based upon
* . these manifestations of sclf-criticism among the rabbis who preslde over
the destinies (to the extent that they do) of communal agencies and con- .
_gregations. The era of self-congratulation and complacence is gone; the time ! '
Yis apparent]y past when the failure of synagogue™and co nmunity can be '
attributed to the recalcitrance of the. laity. The rabbis ar: searching their
own souls. Now w would like to see the same kind of h:shbon ha-nefes .
among the lay leaders” who wonder why their childien and grandahildee «
have copped out o jewrsh life, lave taken to all kinds of strange new god .,
and have turned tleir backs upon the values of their elders.. B el E
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DR. HENRY CITES DEVELOPMENTS
ATTRIBUTABLE TO KEY 73

By Religious News Service (5-10-73)

ARLINGTON, Va. (RNS) -- Since Key 73 got underway in January, three
significant developments have taken place under its wing, Dr, Carl F. H.
Henry, one of the originators of the evangelistic effort, said in a state-
ment issued from his home here.

Dr, Henry, who wrote a 1967 editorial in Christianity Today magazine
that led to the continent-wide, cooperative Xey 73 campaign, reported that
Scripture distribution, home Bible studies, and local church cooperation have
all incrcased as a result of Xey 73.

Local churches have distributed more than 10 million copies of Key 73
Scriptures prepared by the American Bible Society, he said, and an unpre-
cedented demand of 500,000 copies requested each week led to a temporary
paper shortage the month before Easter.

Distribution of more than 40 million copics of the Society's Today's
English Version of the Seripturcs by mid-April had made it an unrivalled
paperback, according to Dr. Henry.

With the stimulus of Key 73 as an incentive, some 50,000 neighborhood
Bible study groups are meeting throughout the country, the evangelical
theologian wrote. "In Missouri alone," Dr, Henry related, "more than 1,600
small home Bible study and prayer groups meet periodically, with an estimat-
ed attendance of about 18,000 persons, encouraged in their attendance mainly
by believers in the 1,000 lMethodist churches in that state."”

Another achievement of Key 73, Dr. Henry said, is that it has brought
many thousands of congregations into community cooperation. "Both trans-den-
ominationally and within the same denomination,” he wrote, "this has been
for multitudes of these churches the first time they have cooperated with
other Christians for anything."

Commenting on the involvement of the Southern Baptist Convention, the
country's largest Protestant denomination, in Key 73, Dr. Henry declared,
"Key 73 was delayed initially because Southern Baptists wanted to be fully
involved and they had evangelistically programmed the earlier years (of
planning)." .

On the whole, he said, Southern Baptists Mare far less involved denom-
inationally than the United Methodist Church and several other large bodies,
although there are striking examples even of Southern Baptist cooperation,”

The American Baptist clergyman commented that although some Southern
Baptist leaders have criticized what they consider "a social Gospel stance
of some Key 73 leaders, Meach participating denomination is free to shape
its own program of evangelistic engagement,"” and that ewvangelical congrega-
tions would resist any "effort to force socio-political radicalism" on a
cooperative effort.

(more) PAGE -12-
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A "vigorous evangelistic witness™ under the theme "Witness Involvement
Now (WIN)"™ is being conducted by Southern Baptists, Dr. Henry pointed out.
"While a more ccoperative trans-denominational program would have marked an
evangelical advance," he said, "what is most important is not Key 73 but ful-
fillment of the Great Commission,"

In Conclusion, Dr. Henry wrote, "There are still seven months of harvest
in 1973. If those who are observers will awaken to the opportunity, much
can yet happen. If evangelical magazines like Christianity Today would go
beyond a spectator role and take a larger initiative in promoting the venture,
which is daily enlarging the audience of evangel:cal readers across America,
it would be helpful.™

"Australia and New Zealand are contcmp’ating ‘ey 75, " he said. "And those
communities in America for whom Key 73 hes coe alive are urging that plans
be proposed for ongoing cooperative activity in 1974 and beyond."

b=

PASTOR EXPELLED FROM AFGHANISTAN
AWAITS DECISION ON HIS CHURCH

By Religious News Service (5-10-73)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Dr. J. Christie Wilson, pastor of the only Protestant
church in Afghanistan, is staying in the United States while negotiations over
the structure's possible demolition continue,

The clergyman, whose name had appeared on a list of persons ordered to
leave Afghanistan for unspecified "illegal actions" in mid-March, flew to
California from Iran that month. He is now staying with friends in Princeton,
N.J., and expects to remain there through the month of June.

Meanwhile, diplomatic sources report that negotiations between the church
board and the Afghan government are continuing, although an initial deadline
of April 8 is long past.

The talks revolve around a Feb. 27 demolition order against the church
that was issued on the grounds that the church's lease "was an illegal trans-
action and that the church building was not the building agreed to by the
Afghan government.”

An Afghan landlord had leased the land to the church for 99 years. This
was said to be illegal because only diplomatic missions may lease Rfghan pro-
perty.

-0- PAGE -13-
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4/27[% Jgsus Rally,
march set
on Tuesday

A Jesus - Rally -and March,
designed ' to “call “America
back to God,” is scheduled-

- Tuesday for downtown Dallas.

The event will begin. with
the rally at noon on the park-
ing lot west of the new Dallas
Convention Center on Lamar
Street. Following the rally,
participants will march
through the downtown area,
then break into small witness-
ing groups.

“The purpose of the rally
and march is to call the na-
tion to repentance and back to
God,” said Bob. Humburg, one
of the organizers and a stu-
dent. at Christ of the Nations
Institute, 350 W. Kiest.

“It comes at a time when
things—dope, crime, pornogra-
phy and immorality—are get-
ting worse. We want to lift up
Jesus, the Savior of. the
world,"” he said. .

The rally and march grew

.out of a prayer meeting last
November, according to Hum-
burg, and is expected to at-
tract 5,000 participants.

Humburg said the theme, -
“Jesus ‘is Lord,” is -6ne in
which all denominations and
Cﬁmsttans can participate.
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO XEY 737 . FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1973
. DRAMATIC PROGRAI! CHANGES URGED S

By Peligious News Service ' (8 17- 73)

DALLAS (RNS) -- Key 73, the broad-based evangelistic program Mcalling
our continent to.Christ," will get the 1973 "disappointment of the year®
award unless dramatic changes arc forthcoming, accordlng to a United

" Methedist newspaper that has backed the cffort.

"What Ever Happened to Key 73?¥ asked an editorial in the August 17
issue of the Texas Hethedist/United licthodist Reporter, which has 131 _
weekly editions with 230,000 subscribers across the nation. 7

"Not much" has apparently happened with Key 73, the cditorial stated.
"We have received reports of successes in a few scattered cowmunities,”" it
added. ™In most local congregations, however, Key 73 seems to have produced .-
nothing morc than a giant yawn." _

The ' newspaper noted the diversity and autonomy of the denominations,
dioceses, independent groups and regional organizations taking. part in .
Key 73.- .

It said the campaign was "a good ideca™ and asked "what went wrohg?“'

"One obvious conclusion is that the same loose~knit structure which
. breserved individual autonomy and avoided centralization also made an _
administrativoly cffcctive approach to Christian evangelism impossible_from
the start,” the cditorial said. It added that "an additional restrieting
’ factor was the lack of any clear sensc of unity among the participating
- - groups about what it would mean to 'tall our continent to Christ.

But the Texas Methodist/United Hethodlst Reporter thought there is a
more basic rcason for Xey 73's "failurc." It said: ,

"Authentic Christian evangelism grows out of a compelling commitment
to Christ and a compelling urgency to share one's faith with others.
Programs may assist in the task of Christian evangelism. But cvangelism
itself cannot be programed -- no matter how many gimmicks and how much
ballyhoo are thrdwn into the package.

, "Key 73 unfortunately represcnts an attractive package with very little
- substance. Hence it has produced very little response.”

‘ The éditorial concluded that’ “calling our continent to Christ® is still :
‘a worthy goal., ;It is time for us.to stop paaying evangelistlc games and .
‘to start sharing Christ," it said. : _

E I | ¢ BAGE --
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The San Diego District of The United Methodist Church
Southern California— Arizona Conference

- 2111 Camino Del Rio S.— San Diego, California 92108
Telephone: (714) 291-9374

resident bishop "~ -CHARLES F. GOLDEN
superintendent RALPH B. JOHNSON

Pebruary 6, 1973

KEY '73 AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Several Jewish leaders have axprosaed-concéin tﬁat Key '73 an
ecumenical movement of more than 130 Christian donom;nationa whose purpose
is thﬁt of "Calling our Continant ;; Christ“, will damage relationships be-
gwuan Chriétians and Jewa. It ‘must he rogrntfully acknawledged that “their
concern is justified. Some cver-zealoua campus organizations nnd Chrxstzan
groups ccnszder Key '73 a mandate to ;onwe:t Jawo and those of other relzgxons
to their particular brand of Chrastienity. Thia interpretatzon ia unfortunate

-

and deplorable.

The prxmary purposes of Key '73 are those of calling Chrlstians to a

deeper understanding of and commi tment to thair faith, and to reach those of

our Continent who are not act:valy related to any of the rellgious orgnn;zatzons

in our society. Any aasumptioplthat those of other religious treditions are
without a meeningful faith is arrogant and presumptious.

There aré plenty of prospects for conversion on this Continent, and
. hence no ﬁged for pros8lytizing those who are élready committed to another
fgith. The Christian religion springs from and is deeply rooted in the Jewish
tradition. We worship the same God. Christianity owes many Qf its pfofound
insights to its Jewiah heritage. The Hebrew prophet, Malachi, correctly asks,
“"Have we not.all one Father, hath nﬁt one God created us? Why do we deal

treacherously, man against his brother?" (2:10)



-2-

Key '73, and other evangelistic emphaaga of our Churches, should deepen
~eppreciation for Christian faith and the faiths of our neighbors. There are
honest differences of rgligious interpretation, goals, and rituals. Differ-
ences must not be treated as if they do not matter, but persons can be
treatedlus if they matter more than differences. Christidns will do well to
heed the words qf Jesus: '"Judge not, that you be not judged."

Whenever the spirit of mutual respect and appreciation is violated,
incalculable harm is pefpetrated. Our Jewish brothers can be assured that
an overwhelming majority of Christians who support Key '73, understand and
reapeﬁ; the freedom of every persocn to worship God according to his own under-
standing. |

Tﬁe‘Exeputivé Committee of Key '73 Task Force, Southern California-ﬂriaona
Conferancé,'the United.Method;st Cﬁurch, disavows any effortélon'the part of
Cﬁristinn g:ﬁups fo cohvert Jews or thoéa of,othaf-reiigioua.traditioﬁé} We

respect the integrity of those whose religious beliefs differ from our own.

Ralph B. Johnson, Superintendent
San Diege District, United Methodist
; Church '

Chairmen, Key '73 Task Force
Southern California-Arizona Conference
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Jews See Proselytism -
Threat to Survival
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~ By Jo-ann P_rf,ee._

3

- &

- £ im et
NEW YORK (NC) — During’

the first half of 1973, a number’

¢ 4 b ; :
of petentially explosive -i u.lm didly discussed by religious

in Christian-Jewish re

-,. istian’
faith  evafglicn” came
paign. ‘There wére also &van+

as Jews for Jesus.. And then:
camg a hardened stance by Jews.

. ish _zabbinical..organizations.
agaipst rabbis  performing,
mixed marriages, which have.
been on the increase.

{Atthe core of all of these
events has been the. word’

*conyersion.” The. term means This was a plus.

one-thing to evangelic Chris-
- tians hent on saving the world.

 »for Christ. It connotes guite

. something else to Jews, who
regard Christian proselytisnias
& thréal to the very survival of
the Jewish people, who them-

e U

dropped with vague explana- sincerity. In the Orthodox and
tions by the station. Conservative traditions |
' The fact that “conversion,” in especially, they are required to {
its several forms, is being so study deeply, undergo & conver-

leaders—mainly _evangelical
Protestants. and Jewish—may
well be a test of strength of the

selves obedient to Judaism’s
basic ethical and moral princi-

ples and to live an observant g

Christian~Jewish dialogue."

. Last winter’s uproarover Key ;

73, -in ‘which - some Jewish " . STRICT RULES
leaders objected to its slogan of )
winning North--America to “If the Christian roots are
Christ, forced many top Chris- still strong and the persons
tian denominations - to re- who wish to convert still
examine their relationship to believe in the divinity of
the Jewish community and to Jesus and in the Trinity,”
find out the why's and where- commented Rabbi Philip A.
fore's of the Jewish position. Alstat,of Jewish Theological’
Seminary, a Conservative
\tradition school, “we don't

Jewish life.

Also, perhaps becaus¢ of
doors 'c-pened by the Second accept them.
Vatican Council's Declaration  “Their beliefs would be
Relations with Non-Christian incompatible with Judaism, {
Religions, i_tispossihle in 1973 which is purely monotheistic.
to speak with greater freedom, - wgy¢ it they are theologically

selves accept non-Jewish con-
verts most reluctantly.

~ ~ Non-believers unaware of the.
" delicate feelings invtlved may
well have been. puzzled over
such religious flare-ups. Then
came the {uror over the cancel-
_ latién last March by CBS of the
Catholic-dewish'  television
comedy, . “Bridget  Loves gelists to convert Jews are:
Bernie.” ' And, in the same worlds apart from what: is
month, more * protests were happening in the Jewish-
raiscd by the American Board ¢ommunity with regard to
* of Mission$.to the Jews and conversions,” Rabbi Marc H.
otherdwhénamidnight TVtalk Tanenbaum, interreligious
ghow dn Channel 11 in New affairs director of the Ameri-
York about the Jews for Jesus can Jewish Committee, told
movement ' was , puddenly NC News Service in a recent,
viisl L T 0N, Vinterview on the subject of
[ conversions.
. For the six million Jews in
\the United States, such mis-
:sionizing has been viewed as a
‘sthreat, along with mixed mar-
“riages and social' pressures
tfavoring assimilation, to the
wvery survival of the Jewish
* . people, as a minority, and to the
' quality of Judaism as a religion..
A 1972 study by the Council
‘of Jewish Federations and Wel-
‘fare Funds showed that almost
one out of every three American
" -Jews -who - married - between
1966 and 1972 had non-Jewish
spouses. This is mearly four
- times the pre-1960 rate.

': "Here we're talking about a

.passive  phenomenon,”  he

observed. “Jews are not playing

tit-for-tat with Christian evau-

gelists. We do not proselytise,

. fundamentally, because we do

not have a doctrine that says

there isno salvation outside the

synagogue. There is built into

. ; y Judaism a_respect for every
' , religious and enltural tradition.

;- ]

- about the nitty-gritty
Christian-Jewish . problems
which have been so obscured by
prejudice and emotioty in the

past. - J :
‘WORLDS APART’

.

. ““Pergons wishing to convert
' @:;mhn:m\.m&m_tw:

“Efforts by Christian evan- -undertake to live Jewishly, to

understanding - and = reason . religiously a blank—a ot of
people are like that—and they -
have become interested in
Judaism because they are con-
templating marriage with' a
Jew, we are willing to fill that
vacuum,” he added.

The converts also pledge to

rear a Jewish family, keep a
Jewish home and adopt a Heb-
rew name -before they are
accepled, he said.

Both Rabbi Tanenbaum, who -
iz of the Conservative tradition, -
and Rabbi Alstat, have sharply
opposed coercive attempts by
Protestant evangelicals to con-
vertJews to Christianity. Rabbi
Tanenbaum has compiled
extensive documentation of
such instances, notably on col-
lege campuses,

“Jews are a minority people
in dispersion,” observed Rabbi
Alstat, “and those who are pro-
selytising are doing us a disser- _
vice, They are working for our
disintegration.”

Particularly attacked - by
Rabbi Tanenbaum last winter !
was the Key 73 campaign, sup- .
ported cooperatively by about .
140 Christian, including some
Catholic, denominations and
agencies, and now regarded. .
even by its supporters as less®
than successful in achieving its -
slogan of winning the continent .
to Christianity. . '

"Personally”  commented
Charles Eisenberg, resident
minister, the American Board
of Missions to the Jews, "I find
the desire to evangelize North
America i3: a wonderful
motivation, placed there by the
love of God. But in practice, I
would consider the movement a
failure in local situations.” .

r
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sion ceremony and pledge them- 4

i

.

1

TR R R TI

=




v - ‘THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

| S - INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS _

| : 165 East 56th Street, New York 22, N, Y, * Ploza 1-4000
, from the desk of ISAIAH TERMAN '

Director of Communications and Servicing =~ =

g ' ' April 18,1973 = /]
To: Area Directors (one to each; piease share)

Fr:*dm: Isaiah Terman

Subject: E.\Jangelisf Proselytizing

You may have occasion to draw on the content of the attached copy of
reply from Rabbi Marc H: Tanenbaum to the director of a Jewish Community .
Ccuhcil.

Encl.
73=310-23



April 13, 1973

Dear M&.--'_

- This {8 in reply to-yaur thoughtful letter of April 4 regarding the

- editorial in The Couricr Hews, We certainly agree that the editorial

is disturbing in its inplications; moreover, it is a hodge-podge of

- fact and fancy, and lumps together a number of things which require

aeparate eaamination.

I would suggest that & response to this editorial be analytical rather

‘than polemical, and that a reasonably fricndly tone be maintained (it

possible), You might begin by pointing out that the Jewish comuunity
affirms the free expression of religion and the right of all groups

to practice their faithh and even to seelk converts. This has nothing

to do with "conventional theological persuasions,'" Various Eastern
cults have made headway in this country, and their members are fairly
active proselytizers, Understandably, Jewish parents are deeply pained
when their young people abandon the faith of their parenta to chant
Hare Krishna on the street corners, yet these groups have called forth
no organized protest from tie Jewish community or its leaders, because
they do mot practice harrassment or defamation of Jewis, !

The editorial puts quotation marke around the world "harrassed " and
qualified it with the term "allegedly," yet the harrassment is real
and has, indeed, been a major factor in Jewish protests, For example,
the Rev, Richard Hughes, a Council of Churches executive from Fortland,
Oregon, reported at a meeting of the Governing Board of the National
Council of Churchee that a group of Christian zealots invaded the
Sabbath services at Terple Neveh Shalom inm FPortland, physicully blocked

—
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the rabbi from taking up the Torah, held Clristian crosses against ,
the scroll and called for the conversion of the congregation to
Christiasnity, In another Oregon community, the student assembly

of the public school featured a film produced by the Campus Crusade
for Christ, and a Jewish student who requested permission to leave
that assembly was denied it, 1In & public high school in Columbus,
Ohio, all members of the varsity athletic teams have been proselytized
to join the Fellowship of Christien Athletes, Thirty percent of the
student body is Jewish and Jewish members of athletic teams are never-
thalédss required to join, Throughout the country, pressure on

Jewish teenagers to apostatize from their f&lth has been particularly

strong.,

In addition to hurrasament. Jews object to the kinda,of deception
frequently practiced by these groups., The American Board of lMissions

to the Jews has been a particular offender. For example, in dMiami
Beach,. Florida, last Decerber, a "Hanukah' celebration was sponsored

at the Miami Beach Auditorium in honor of the 25th ammiversary of the
establishment of the State of Isreel. The auditorium was filled to
capacity, especially by elderly men and women, After the film on Israel
was shown, the sponsors invited the audicnce to make a decision for
Christ. This celebration was sponsored by the American Board of Missions
to the Jews. The Beth Sar Shalom Fellowship has done the same thing

in New York, inviting Jews in for Yom Kippur services and then
attempting to convert them, Thls kind of deception &s offesaive

to the spirit of religdous freedom, and Jews have every. right to

protest it vigorously. . :

In addition to harragsment and deception, the American Board of Missions
to the Jews is also gullty of defamation of Jews and Judaism, One of
- thedlr brochures states:

"Never before in Israel's history has the Jew: been
" in sore need of the Gospel, The Jew is adrift from the
moorings of his 0ld Testament,.,.bewildered and misled by
the emptiness of Judaism and the false aims of Zionism,
he is on the hunt for something to replace what he hss lost."

Certainly, Jews have a right to object to the kind of literature which
denigrates their faith and tradition. e

One might well ask how Christiana would react if their own prayer

'
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services were interrupted by religious militants who tried to prevent

the priest or pastor from reading from the Scriptures, Or, if Protestants
vere invited to a prayer meeting or Billle reading session which cone
cluded with pressure on them to become Moslems or Buddhists. Or, if
their children in public schools were forced to sit through films or
othar programs which press conversion to another faith upon them.

' Or, if another group, in attempting to convert them, denigrated thair
faith, insulted their traditions and suggested that they were 'be-
wildered and misled by the emptiness of Christisnity,..”" OCne might
hazard a guess that Chrisiiams would react vigorously and justifiably
against coercion, harrassment, deception and defamation, and they

would do so while they might, at the same time, affirm the underlyfing
concppt of religious pluralism and the right of all religious commmities
to compete in the open marketplace, This is no more than Jews have

done and are doing, and their actions ore not related to the theological
position--whether conservative, fundamentalist, or liberal--of the

groups they are protesting, but to tha insulting, and manipulative
tactics being used by themn,

Sincarely;

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum
RNational Dircctor
Interreligious Affairs

e
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NEW YORK, (JTA)—Evangelist
Billy Graham's statement;, made
in reference to Jewish concerns
over the Key 73 campaign, that he
opposed “all forms of coercion,
intimidation and proselytizing"’
was welcomed as “‘a constructive
contribution to interreligious
understanding”’ by Rabbi Mare H.
Tanenbaum, director of in-
terreligious affairs of the
American Jewish Committee.

Rabbi Tanenbaum commented
at a news conference on Dr.
Graham's statement, in which the
evangelist also declared that “God
has always had a special
relationship with the Jewish
people.” The statement was issued
by Dr. Graham's office in Atlanta.
Rabbi Tanenbaum expressed
confidence that the statement
would encourage other Christian
lcaders to “make clear that Key 73
is aimed at reaching uncommitted
Christians and has no intention of
proselytizing the Jewish com-
munity." ’

The rabbi cited Dr. Graham'’s
. expression of his own evangelist

** phitosphy that “‘I have never felt -

. Christian relations in the

ot For Jews: Graham

relations between American Jews
and Christians. He said the

. national dialogue over Key 73

might result in the emergence of a
majority concensus of Christian
leaders who are declaring, for the
first time in the history of Jewish-

States, a policy of opposition to

_proselytizing the Jewish .com-

munity.
o

* called to single out the Jews as .

Jews, nor to single out any other
particular groups, cultural, ethnic

or religious” and Dr. Graham's -

commitment to
" pluralism “in which all religious
groups are partners in society."
Rabbi Tanenbaum made public a

" 36-page survey -of the impact that

Key 73 had already made on °

American

Uhnited -

or

A

e R

Key ’73 Deals
‘Brotherhood’ a Biow

By RABBI HOWARD KAHN
Congregation Beth El
Since coming to Cherry Hill in
1969 I have had more contact with
Christians than ever before.
Usually the confrontations have
been undér the canopy of
“brotherhood.” This year
brotherhood has suffered a severe
blow. The cause is Key '73.

Key '73is a Christian evangelical
campaign to bring gentiles closer
to Christianity. Unfortunately
along with it is a subtle and not so
subtle missionary program to
bring Jews, you, me, our children
closer to the ‘‘true faith.”” The
Jewish establishment has reacted

~in differing ways to this renewed

effort to help us see the Light.
Many of my colleagues have
proclaimed this to be a real threat
to the future of the Christian-
Jewish dialogue. Others have
simply dismissed the whole thing
as totally harmless and in-
consequential.

Trude Weiss-Rosmarin, brilliant
editor of The Jewish Spectator has
taken the following point of view:
“Key '73. . .is in the best tradition
of American democracy . . . in this
country one and all have the right
to proclaim and speak for their

* convictions so as to bring their

message to the largest number of
people. It'is un-American, really
facist-totalitarian for individuals
organizations to  ex-
press concern and uneasiness

- when those who speak for another

religion embark on an evangelical
campaign ... just as during our

- election campaign, Democrats will
. address themselves to Republicans

and Republicans will try to
proselytize Democrats. This is of
the essense of.democracy”.

Mrs. Rosemarin may . be
theoretically correct. But the facts
.of American life belie her

charitable response to Key '73. To

. strengthen her thesis she writes:
“If people (Jews) feel threatened

bv the zeal of those who

‘evangelize’ they should intensiiy

.their own efforts and proclaim

their own truth—and—message'".
If we follow Rosemarin’s icy.ii’
analysis then you and I should hav
the right to knock on our Christiai.
neighbors' doors and try to brin.
them to see the light of Mosiuw
Judaism, Just imagine if you div”
Just imagine if we sent our Jew:s!
missionaries lo college campuses
trying to converl our neighiurs’
children to the G-d of Moses? Jjusl
imagine if our Jewish Boy Scou:s
began distribuling missionary
literature at Cherry Hill Mzl or .
Ellsburg or Echeion? T need

spell out the reaction of wui.
Christian neighbors with whor we
enjoy the fruits of democracy.

Do unto others as thou wouids.
have them do lo thee.”” (Matthcw
VII:12). Based on this Christia:
dictum, Key '73 must look insice iis
soul and ask: “Would we aliuva
Jews lo organize an evangeliva!
program o the Gentiles”? And w1
answer to this question shouid .
not a theoretical one but an answ..
based on the facts of life, anu
reality.

We Jews are all evangelists—io
our own brethren, to our children,
to ourselves. If Key '73 wants to
unlock the inner recesses of
Christian souls then its inherent
worth is noble and commendable
But if it seeks to open up Jewish
hearts and souls, then it is playing
with fire—the fire that hopefully
was extinguished wiih the end ol
the infamous Autos da Fe of the
Middle Ages—the fires that wenl
out with the bombing of
crematoriums in World War
IT—the fires of hatred and
dissension and envy and in-
tolerance that over-zealous
believers in a cause cannot controi
once il gets into the wrong hands
Key '"73 is a marvelous Christiar
tool for fashioning.a strong

".Christian awareness but let it stay

away from those whose key to life
contains six points,

s«
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SOCAL ACTION ALERT

‘_'W

FO“\ :'L Jﬁf T LJ‘ ’ .1. 0"‘ / }/
FROiy Ju.&b:mCu ELIICoR Y
Some of our congregants thygough ‘her their children at school or by means

of the news media have hecows are of a movemant called "Key 73". This
movement is organized &s 2 direct and deliberate attempt to convert Jews
-and particularly young Jews to Christianity. This movement appears to be
well organized and well funded and has appeared in various areas around the
country including Chicago.

Some''Key 73" literature was posted recently on the bulletin board at
Highlend Park High School. In addition, a small group of students have
been meeting in a classroom at Highland Park High School before school to
conduct a study group related to 'Key 73".

In an effort to determine the extent to which '"Key 73" was operating in
Highland Park High School if at all, the Social Action Committee asked some
of our Jewish students to visit these sessions and report back to the
committee. The reports which we received indicated that none of the Jewish
students was asked to join or participate in the meeting. Any literature
which was posted has since been removed from the bulletin board.

In view of these facts, the Social Action Committee feels that no ciear or
present danger exists at the present time at Highland Park High School with
regard to '"Key 73'". The committee has, however, unanimously agreed to
continue tc cbserve the activities of the Key 73 organization and to keep

the synagogue and its membership informed. If any members of our congregation
have any infcrmation concerning Key 73 which they feel is pertinent, we
ask - shat they contact any member of the Social Action Committee.

Donald Fradkin, Chairman
Social Action Committee
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UNIVERSITY AIDE CITES 'PROSPECTS'
FOR 'JESUS PEOPLE' CONVERSION

By Religious News Service (3-14-73)

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (RNS) -- "Jé;;s Péople" may find their best
conversion prospects among lower middle class whites from church backgrounds,
according to the director of the University of Michigan Office of
Religious Affairs, '

A. Theodore Kachel took note of several "Jesus Encounter' groups
on the Ann Arber campus in a statement issued through the university.
From his observations of their wor¥, he riz Icted that "mainly Christ

will confront rising lower middle class whlitle men and women from Christian
church backgrounds."

An interesting fact in this respect, he said, M"is that there are
more of those kinds of students at the University of Michigan, In fact,
it is my guess that within the 1970 census reports we will have some
evidence that the white lower middle class, especially those recently
higher educated and of Prctestant backoround, is experiencing a population
explosion within those geographical and educational areas where the
'Jesus Movement' is happening today."

R

“ 7" - 'For his own part, Mr, Kachel advoca:es communication between

individuals of divergent religious backgzounds and beliefs, Such encounters
may produce surprises for all concerned, he feels,

"Take a liberal to lunch," Mr, Kachel suggested. "You might
be surprised about his love of the Bible. Take an ewvangelical to a
political meeting., You might be surprised at his natural willingness
to make a comnitment."

With regard to non-Christians: "Ask a Jew what he hopes for in the
Messiah. He may shame you with the paltriness of your hopes. Watch
a Buddhist sit in meditation and se€e God's Word made flesh without
affectation., Hear a Hindu chant a Tmantra' and listen to the musical
oneness of a singing creation. Talk to an atheistic philosopher and
be delighted with the charm and courage of a dancing mind facing life
as life alone.”

Anticipating possible responses to these suggestions, Mr, Kachel asked:
"Am I saying there are no significant differences, just one big amorphous
religious blob of goodness? Heaven forbid! It is these differences I take
delight in and am given hope by the face of the carnage of human history,."”

He advised: "Ring the changes. Confront whatever persons you will,
but confront them." ‘ -
-0-
PAGE -22-
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""" By Carrie LaBriola

Journal Herald Slalf Writer
_Key 7 and Jesus have
emerged .as the key lssuesina
Jewish-Christian  convocation
this week at United Theological
Seminary.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. na-
tlonal director of the interreli-
gious affairsdivisionof the
American Jewish Commilttee,
spoke Wednesday night and
azain yesterday morning in dia-

_ logue with Rev. J. Robert Nel-
son, dean and professor of sys-
tematic theology, at the Boston
University School of Theology.
+Rabbi Tanenbaum said Key -
7T3—which is a Christian evan-
. gelical crusade—represents the
“most parochial form of evan-
gelism” and has “intimidated
those in the mainline Protestant

denominations who were cpento .
... There is, in fact, a -

“ dialogue
counter-reformation mood ...
and a number of religious lead-

cers have capitulated,"” Rabbi
Tanenbaum said.

‘merging an evangelical m“f.‘[issuetn: R ChRER P o 1 8
o,

\with secular power, which re:

sults in_situations such as have|
developed in Ireland, the Sudan, '
India-Pakistan, Cyprus and the !
‘Mideast.

73—alling thecontinentto
Christ in 1973 as the prelude to

1880—I say, thank God that our

church and state under the guid-
ance of wiser Protestant minds |
of the past.” !

Key 73 was launched last De- |
cember by 140 Christian denomi-
nations, sects, institutions and |
groups in the United States and |
Canada. :

Its campaizn goal is to con-

front every person on the conti-
nent with the gospel of Jesus
Christ “by proclamation and
demonstration, witness and min-
istry, word and deced," accord-
ing to its sponsors.
' He objects to the hard-sell,
hard-line kind of evangelism
Key 73 represents, which he
jinsists has become almost fag-
ist, especiallyamong such
aroups as Campus Crusade for
iChrist and Jews for Jesus, |,

“The public high school of
'America has become a major
larena for proselytism in this
]nauan." he charged. But he said
|he would respect “a conversion
lexperience when it is based on

ignorance."” . '
1 Any Christian who seas Jew$
,as somehow unfulfilled or-in-
icomplete, must only have expe-
riences of marginal. Jews, he
continued.

| *“We stake our existence on
'the covenant and the eternal
election of the Jews until the!
.end of time . . .”" he said., “God's;
'promises and the covenant with
{Israel are ... . irrevocable.”

Friday, April 27, 1973

THE JOURNAL HERALD

DAYTON, OHIO

C.cturn 1o God in a new way. It is

Gt reiigious
Jesus, Key 73 cal

‘not for us to hinder him in the

name of tolerance or even reli--

A

“I‘./.f\-ar'
N SLaly

-

——
I
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I.i@\‘.:{i bN\\S ;/f’

* At the concluding session of

the convocation, which is meet-
ing at the semirary this mom-
ing, Ms. Billings an¢ Rabbi Sey-

Rabbi Tanenbaum '

9 |Messiah,

|

| |nenbaum pointed out, the com-;

'_inghasnotyetmrr:d."

gious pluralism,

“Without a confession of faith Jewish Committee midwest of

mour Brief of the Americin

!
{-

lin Jesus as Lord there is no fice will present a Summing up
(Christian identity,” he insisted. of the three-Gay dialogue.

For Christians, Dr. Nelson
sugzested, this identity lies pri-.
marily in faith in Jesus as,

FOR THE JEWS, Rabbi Ta-

[ing of ‘the Messiah means
radical transformation — a,
change in what they see as a
still unredeemed world.

“Jews judge the Messianic!
age by the signs of the times,':
he said “For us, the first com-'
Jewish - Christandialogue
might be more open if Chris-
tians see Jesus as the Messianic

DR. NELSON acknowledged experience for them, which;

that the problem of conversion
o and gdm%ytli(sm 1;;3 been exag-

| . -jgera ey 73 evangelistic
| He warned of the danger of,Sucy “b"caid it is hardly a new

knowledze rather than abysmal

“1 ‘personzl.ly deplore any suc-!'
cess in witness . ., achieved by

defamation, caricature or dis- =

ortion ... For my part, [can-
“When one sees about us the Lﬂot 'see any justification for, .-

emerging consciousness of Key

what is called the ‘mission to
the Jews

dated many of us in the main-'

because ... we have no worka-
ble alternative to mission.

“Into the vacuum of our theol=

ozy of mission has come this

development which tomany ... .

is distasteful.”
For Dr. Nelson, the key issue,

Jhowever, is the problem of i

|Christology — the Christian ac-|

ceptance of Jesus as Messiah in; *

the face of the Jewish anticipa-:
tion of the Messianic age yet to
come. :

THE PROBLEM, as he seces
it, is the “Christian faith in the.
universality of Jesus Christ and
of God's saving work through
Jesus Christ — not simply as
rabbi, but as the Son of God sent
for all men,” he sald. “That is a
fantastic claim for those who
can't believe," he admitted.

Can the Christian claim that
Jesus is the universal Messiah
‘for all human beings except for-
‘Jews? he asked. |

On what he called “the thorny
problem™ of proselytism and:
conversion, Dr. Nelson made a;
distinction between the two;

terms, which he warned against:,

using as if they were synony-;
mous. ' :

Proselytism implies pressure, |
manipulation,” he suggested,;
whiie '‘conversion m:ans a per-;
1son’s freely chosen decision t0;

tion

1 ... Ris unworthy of {." --f
the Gospel of Jesus . .. Itis truei: ’.
calling the world.to Christ in that Key 73 proram has intimi-! -
country has the separation of ;line Protestant dencminations ;f.-

paints beyond to a liberation yet
to come, said the rabbi. For
Jews, he noted, the Passover
experience of libera-
_pointing beyond to the wn;-?

was a real

g

Rev. J. R. Nelson

ing of the fullness of the Messi--
anic age. : :

“Both faith communities have
experienced grace and look for|

fulltilment,” said Rabbi Tanen-

baum,

Dr. Nelson and Rabbi Tanen-
baum are the principal speakers
at the interfaith convocation.

‘Other speakers and dialogue

group Jeaders include Dr. Rob-
ert Hus ton, chief ecumenical
staff officer of the United Meth-
odist Church board of global
ministries, Rabbi S. James

3

Rudin, assistant direclor of the

interreligious a f f a i r s depart-
ment of the American Jewish
Committee: Ms. Pegay Billings
of the Scction of Christizn social
relations, women'sdivision,
United Methodist Church, Board
of National Missions; Rabbi Bal-
four Brickner; and other Jewish
and Christian leaders. -
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's Evangelical Zeal
s Jewish Leaders

'* . By Alma Kaufman _ have reacted to this kind of activity, he said.
Retighen Bdltur o . “Mr. Graham has assured me he has

" Billy Graham has disavowed any ef- ' never given and never will give support to,
fort to convert Jews. But some other lead- EToups whose sole’ purpose is to convert

' ers of Key 73 have not, and American Jew- Jews to Christianity.”

.+ 1sh leaders remain fear-
- fnl of the nationwide =~ o=~ S

‘Strober said he accompanied Rabbi
Marc Tannenbaum to the Graham home
7 for a three-and a-half-hour discussion on
. the Key 73 issue with the evangelist. Rabbi
- Tannenbaum, who is interreligious affairs
.. director for the American Jewish Commit-
: tete, is one of the most outspoken opponents
ofKey?.
Dr. Graham issued his statement on
. conversion of Jews after the meeting.
5 Slmilalr wmuﬁmmw '
Christian lea a nuimber of cities. In
mm&mean some instances Key 73 has become a vehi-
% Brobr Aa\ (et mm cle for communication between opposing-

L= Rk s SO Y

evangelical drive . &
dreamed up last year §
at a motel outside Wash-

. In Cleveland this
week to express some of i{ (=~
these fears was Gerald %y . -
Strober, religious con-
sultant to the interreli- g -
glous affairs depart-

7 Mym“ lay minister, is not Jewish, / -SFOUPS-

but hé has spent four years studying dis- “One of the interesting things I've ob--

 crimination agaimst Jews in Protestant Served in-the last few years has been that .

* churches.

ltihe -local t:ﬁrch comncil execuﬁ:ies tendmto
- In dealing with Judaism the churches = have a much better understanding of the -
are still operating with a 15th-century men- Jewish community than depominational
tality, he charged in an interview. , :::ﬁﬂm working on the national level,”
‘“The time has long come when Chris:. . frober. L
tians shotld make a total disavowal of cons & national execitive who, accurding to
mof.lewsﬁo(‘;hrlsﬁmty"henﬂ. Strobu' has not shown understanding is
Key 73 has opened the doorin a new. Bill Bright, of Campus Crusads _
way for such groups as ‘‘Jews for Jesus” | 20d & me ‘510 KL’! 7 mcuﬂw
and has allowed them to take a more mili. -ComMittes.
{ant stance, Strober believes. : Strober aecuuad Campus Crusade of
. He said they. reinforce anti-Semitism 7, “atfempting to entice Jewish students to -
bydemgramg Jewish values zmddefamlng ‘meetings and giving them a pressurized

+ Jewish leadership. They think of Judaism version of Christian docttine.”

as an incomplete religion and regard Chris- - He also criticized the National Council

- Gianity as the religion of Amerlca, accord- of Churches for voting down a resolution

;- ing to Strober. + 'disclaiming ‘any effort to convert Jews and

|

“I think Key 73 represents one of the - said the council has seriously compromised
greatest attacks on pluralism that America * its integrity by giving way to the current
hag received,” he said. wave of fundamentalism. - - :

- “As long as Jews are considered tob8 - qye Ray, Fogter F. McElresh of West

| Jess than mainstream Americsn, there. Will  Boyjevard Chrigtian Church, chairman of

hmwummythat.l’mmbodnm the ‘Key 73 steering committee in Cleve-
out as being different.” _._Imd.%!ﬂyﬂ"hinmlmam
: Jowish eommumity.

dents™ over the past year. _ . - .
A He “dasp Tegret that any-

Brookiyn sypagogue expressed
kea _fnto dm’inglg:;over and ;'t::i -‘WI in the Jewish community would get

1: Portland, Ore,, in February Jesus =~ S0 far in Cleveland Key 73 has mainly

People began shouting Jesus slogans as the ~ distributed parts of the Bible in neighbor-

rabhi removed the fosah from the ark. ~ hoods and shopping centers, and has taken
Strober also accused militant Christlan  religious censuses in some suburbs.

students” of ostracism of Jewish students The Rey. Mr. McElfresh said addition-

who do not give in to thmrldﬂ:mnsm‘e al activities planned include a summer

“witness.” ministry to young people, a drug ministry
He also said films shown at high school and @ Cuyahoga County Fair project.

. assemblies through Key 73 efforts have vio- ‘“There’s an awful lot of freedom in

lated church-state separation. -this, and we're not responsible for what -

| Some responsible evangelical leaders - each congregation does,” he added.



CARL F. H. HENRY

3824 N. 37th ST.
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22207
TELeeuone: 703-528-2401
EDITOR-AT-LARGE
Christianity Today
PROFESSOR-AT-LARGE
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

EDrroR-IN-CHIEF
Baker's Dictionary of Christian Ethics May 3, 1973

Hareld Matthew Spinka, M.D,
6132 Seuth Kedzie ave,
Chicage, I11, 60629

Dear Dr, Spinka:

I'm glad yeur letter came aleng befere I leave temerrew fer
a gead part of the menth eut of the city, er it we.ld have waited tee leng
fer an acknewledgment,

Mif dear brether, yeu have ne need te apelegize, and far less
te ask fergiveness, When yeu had reservatioms, yeu wrele and expressed thenmg
you didn't resert te the sublic wress befere cenversations,

I've written Dr, Brickner, I have ne grievances, ne animesity
in the matter of Key 73, 1 simply treat warily these, of whatever religieus
persiasien, including my ewny; whe make the mass madia limelight their resert.
I hlave ne easgerness fer public centreversy; and have enly recently turned
dewn an vppertunity te sppear en a centreversial issue en natienal televisien.
There are mere imperative Things te de, '

Se far as Key 73 is concerned, in ny mind the Jewish questien
is settled, The indictment eof the pregram was ill-feunded, If there arises
in the 1,S, an issue net enly of Yewish religieu erty, or of equality
befere the law;, I wantast te be ceunted a supro

a . a

P
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HAROLD MATTHEW SPINEA. M. D. g
6182 SOUTH KEDZIE AVENUE ~N
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60829 2
WALDROOK 5-2870 : .
DERMATOLOOY - BYPIILOLOGY

Philadelphia, Penna.

Resolution:Key 73-Jewish
Controversy

Vhereas,the Key 73 Executive Committee does not feel it
is authorized to delete the paragraph,"Mission to the Jews,"
on page of 7 9 of the Key 73 Resources Book,

and Whereas, the Pope Paul VI of the Roman Catholic “hurch,
and the Ministers Association of Richmond, Virginia, have
deleted the ™ission to the Jews," from their Ecumenical movements,

and Vheras we allow for more than one point of view onm
the Lord's Supper, Baptism, the date of Faster, and different
forms of Church Government, so that we sould alle our Jewish

and Mohammedian friends to hold to their point of view,

and Whereas, we worship the same God, the Fathker, Creator,
King, Provider, and Saviour,

May 4,1973 -
Dr.Charles S, Ecker, Jr,

Presbyterian lay Committee,Inc. ;
1727 Delancy Place

and Whereas, we use the same 0ld Testament of the Bible,

and Vhereas, there is & contemporary Jewish literature
available, including Theology, Philosophy, History, Ethics,

and Biblical commentaries,

and Whereas, we will be able to learn a great deal more to
expend our religious beliefs and convictions from the Jewish

community,

Therefore, be it resolved that "we delete the Misal on to the
Jews section on page 79 of the Key 73 Resources Book, and
substitute the crestion of a Department of Inter-religious
activities, and actively pursue inter-faith dialogue and
cooperation, with an added effort towards the Jewish community.

Regspectfully submitted,
\@;2;Zﬁknidﬂéfqﬁgéixlﬁgaa&wﬁ7
HMS:djw Harold M, Spinka, M.D,
¢ Member, Preabyte;ian Lay Committee

Elder, Morgan Park Presbyterian Church,
Chicago, Illinois,60643

- ———



(Sermon by Rabbi Jesse J. Finkle

BT Ry

YKEY 73" ©

<D, ,Beth Torah Congregation,Orange,N.J. May 11,1973)

Among the notable events in the religious life @? America,occuring during this
particular year of 1973, of special significance is the movement of "Key '73",con-
ducted mainly by Protestant ms, to spread a knowledge of the Christiem gospels
and influence people to accept Jesus as theirxtsavior. |

The somewhat puzzling title "Key '73" was'adopted by the committee which organ-
ized this project,because it finalized its plans at a place near the "Francis Scott
Key Bridge" over the Potomac R.ivé;',betwean Washington,D.C. and Arlington,Va,

Right from the moment this project was publicized, serious objections against it
were raised by many Jewish.leaders,whb f;ared that it woulc'i-inclﬁda high-pressui-e at- .
tempts to convert Jews to Christianity, which might result in an increase of anti-
semitism in America. But the lezders of "Key '73" have come out and stated many timea
that such actions are NOT included in their program, and that American Jewry has
nothing to be afraid of, in this regard. |

I like to feel that "Key t73% i3 not so much'a threat to Jewish 1ife :.n Jl\merica,
but can rather be considered as a mighty challenge to usynot just something to QOn-:phin'

about, but an occasion “to wake up and do something positive, to spread Jewish leagk'ning

——

and knowledge among our own people, so that ,among other things, we will better know
Just what so say to any Christian who comes to us personally and invites us to accept -
Jesus as our savlor, As the rabbis toach us.in the Pirke Avoth= "da mah sh'toshiv

I might add,
l'apikoros" =know what to answer the sceptic the unbeliever nnd{thosa who di.ffar with
us and seek to draw us awsy from oumr Jewish religious heritage '

It is, of course, impossible. to deal gompletely with this subject in the course .

of only one sermon, but let me briefly state some main ideas which we Jews should know)

in response to "Key *73".
FIRST, we should be most careful not to hurt the feelings of the non-Jew who feels

that he is do:l.ng us a great favor,by coming to "save our souls from hell and damation”

? M%/not. beliav}ing in Jesus as our saviop, We should say to them that we indeed apwwiata

their concern for owr spiritual welfare. for there is indeed & great nmeed in. American 1ife



-2-
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_ for strengthening mutuval concern for each other's welfare. He can quote the famdus
Biblical verse in our Torah =Leviticus 19:18 = "v'ohavto 1l'rayacho komocho"=thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself §} We should remind our Chrisitan neighbors that
Jesus himself quoted this same verse to his disciples,and that it was not original -

i with him,

SECONDLY , we should state that American life, as we understand and live it,does

not sanction the use of high-pressure methods to impose our religious ideas,upon others -

Bt e

who differ with us, Thank God, we live in a country which allows freedom of religion,'
leaving each citizen free to seek:his salvation,in his own way, and in accordance with
his own religious treditions. Every American should respect the right of every individual

to choose = and oveﬂ NOT to choose =his own religious faith,and live by its i{ilea-lal.for

his own good and happigess, arﬂ that of Amricar; society §

THIRDLY, it is important for both Jews and Christians, to more fully rea2lize,that
both Judaism and Christianity ARE ROOTED IN THE JRWISH BIBLE, which our Christian |
friends incorrectly call the "0Old Testament"=(old /not only in time but also in importance) e
in contrast to their "New Testament"-( new,not only later, but batt.ar} l However. we

interpret the Bible in different ways, and we Jews, whose ancestors wrote the _gpj,o,feol

that our interpretation is more correct, even though Chrisitans may choose to un}se their.

own interpretations in ordefr to suppdrt their beliefs, Thus. the challenge of "Key* 73"
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to us Jews in particular is to take the time and make the effort, to study our Bible

b Angre k
; and seek to ‘m‘ldersLnd its meaning and significance, It would take us too 1ong to Giscuss

all of the mny Biblical verses which Christians interpret as reflecting the belief in .

y the coming of Jesus as the Heséiah.liomer, whenever we are confronted with these ve::;sea,

we Jews should know their real meaning and be able to clearly disprove any conngetion
whatsoever, with Jesus ,Let me refer to only two well-known e:amplea: |
First, there is the verse in ISAIAH chapter 7:14; the prophet was Bpeaking to King
Ahaz and ﬂé : "hinay ho-@lmo horo,v'yoledess 'bain,v'korais sh‘mo Imonuel"=behold the
young woman shall conceive and bear a son and shall call hi.s name Immanuel® «Now,the
King James translation of the Bible incorrectly makes the word "young womn';‘.:lnto g
— virgin", and thus provides a basis for the belief in the virgin birth of Jesus. Bvery
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-Jew should know that the Hebrew word “"almo" DOBES NOT MEAN VIFGIN, but a young woﬁm of
marriagable age; the Hebrew word for virgin is "b'sulo", Furthermore, Isaiah lived some
700 years before the time'of Jesus, and was speaking of an event which he hoped would
occur IN HIS OWN DAY & AGE. Isaiah could not have had in mind the virgin birth of Jesus,
some 700 vears after his timg, anymore than we might argue that Isaiah might have been
talking about the future birth of Ben Gurion,who worked hard for, and officially announ-
ced the establishment of, the State of Israel,in our 20th century} "

Another Biblical seleét.im which 1s interpreted as a so~called proof-text for the
prophetic annc@ncement of the éonﬂng of Jesus, is ISATAH CHAPTER §3,in which the pfophet
speaks of the "suffering servant" in these dramatic words:"He was despised and forsaken
of men, a man of pains and acquadnted with disease,.. he was 'despised and we e_stéemﬁl him -
not; surely owr disegses he did bear,and our pains he carried;whereas we did esteem hj.m |
stricken,smitten of God and afflicted. But he was wounded bacause of our transgressions
and he was crushed because of our iniquities ™ These verses may happen to describe shnt
Christians believe about Jesus, but we Jews are sure and conv:immad,beyohd any shadow of
a doubt, that Isddah had no such reference in mind, Just what Isaish WAS saying wes i.n

terms of a dramatic personification of the Jewish people themselves,who had suffered

persecution by theirfnn'emies.lsaiah described what he considered would be the thoughts. -
of the Babyfonians toward the Jewish people.Isaiah would have the Babylonians éomé to |
understand that they were not such big "knockers™,but intnmen_ts being used by God tol
punish the people of Israel for their sins, and that the Babylonians themselves would
ev'mtpalll.y ALSO suffer defeat,because of THEIR sins,as well § .

It should also be understood t&t Isaiah expressed other hopes,such as ti:a coﬁng
of X¥m an era of genuine brotherhood and lasting peace,which he d.id not see accomplished'
in his own day & age, and wh.‘n.ch mnkind nany generations & cesnturtes ].ater. ni.: stﬂl >
h@ing and working for § |

FOURTHLY,, we Jews do not}and cannot, accept Jesus as the Messiah or our'sét-fior,', _
simply because Jesus did NOT accomplish or achis;ve the objectives of .t_he real Messiah = -
that is = to usher 4in an era of lasting peace in the warld b Christianity argues and. |
" neliayes: that Jesus is coms again into the world, but we Jews believe that God makes -
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no mistakes, and that if He had really designated Jesus as the long-awaited Hessiﬂh,?
| Jesus would have accomplished his mission in his lifetimed It is interesting to note )
that in our own day and age, while our OrthOdcl:rx brethren still believe in the I;:omihlg

of a personal Messiah,meny of our people have modified this belief into looking forward
to, and working for,the establishment of a “mbssianic a‘rla" among all the peoples of the
world. | |

In the FIFTH place,while Jesus may have been a great teacher, the fact of the mttez
is,that most,if not all, of his teach.’mgs, are elther quotations from the Jewish Bible,or
from rabbinic t-eachings recordad in the vast literature of the Talmud and other rabbinic
writings, Take a look into an edition of the Protestant Bible which indicates cross -
referances to other 1ochtims of the sa:ﬁa verses, and you can't help be amazed at t-he

already found
large mamber of New Testament verses which are actmlly quot.ations of verses/in the
01d Testament or Jewish Bible }

Item number SIX = we Jews do NOT believe that Jesus died for our sins- a belief .
technically known as *vica s Ronient i Ous Jerish Bible clearly teaches INDIVIDUAL
BESPONSIBILITY; "hanefesh hachotays, hee somus" -the soul that sinnet, it shall diel
(Bzekiel 18:4). Judaism teaches that every individual bears the responsibility for his
own deeds, and can DIRECTLY seek forgiveness from God for his sins; there is no need
for any special intermediary such as Jesus} Furthermore, Judaism does NOT accept the
belief in "original sin® -that every person is born tainted with the 3ﬁ of Adam and |
Bve, which can only be wiped away through baptism in the Christian Church. We Jows be-
lieve that every individual is born with a "clean® soul § | '

In the SEVENTH place, we Jews cannot and should not,be held 'responsible for'-tlhe
crucifixion of Jesus, because ,in those days, -iews were under Roman ruie, and DID NOT
HAVE THR RIGHT T0 IMPOSE CAPITAL PUNISHMENT ON ANYONE ; furthermore, the trial of Jesus
as described in the New Testament was not held in accordance with Jewish law, and the
method of crucifixion was used by the Ronnns and NEVER by Jews } |

IN CB‘NGLUSM let us express the hope and prayer that the- project of "Key 3
will result NOT in the harmful effect of further dividing American citizens, but rather

‘bave as a significant bi-prodgot the development and maintenance of a 'greatef"meastu'e of
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- mutual i'espect,harmrv & co-operation, among all of owr American citizems,of every race -

and religious belief. There is a great need for all the citizens of ouwr land, to rise
above cu:r differences and join hands in soeking to solve the many social problems,which
effect us all, such as poverty & unemployment,inflation & crime,ill haalth and Juvenile |
delinquenoy,housing & racial disu-iminatim, drugs, and so forth, |
Let all Americans =Christians,Jews and even atheists - seek to anphﬂsize and imple- |

ment the moral and ethical ideals and goals, in which we all believe - the Fat.hu'hmd

of God and the BRotherhood of man -and do all we can,in dir daily living, to mke it
possible for all Americans, to live in a society and a world,which are firmly established
upon the foundations of liberty and justice,in an era of genuine brothethood and lasting

peace MAMEN §
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KEY 73, ZVANGERISTIC CAMPRIGN,
SPURS BOTH PRAISE AND CONT?DVERSY _

1}Ke§ 73, ghe continent-wide cooperativo evaﬂgelistib'éffort,
héé Prpduced reactions of praise for prua ry CLatinolics and Protestants
togéther-in a joint effort, and of eri-iciim fcr possibly harmful effects
on the Jewlsh commuﬁity.

Bﬂcause it is such a broad-based program, it is difficult to make

- any statement about Koy 73 thatfweuld apply to every group taking part

in it. While not all Protestant Churches and Catholic leCESGS are_
1nvolved more than 150 Christian-.groups. are currently pantlclpatlhg..

Xey 73 is operatlng on three levels -- as: an interdenominational
effort, as a special emphasis within participating groups, and as an option
for local congregations.

On the interdenominational level, the Xey 73 executive committee,
with headquarters in St. Louis, has produced such materials as a "Faith
in Action" television special, which was shown on 135 stations in early
January, and a "Congregational Resource Book,™" which contains articles
and lists of materials that can be used by congregations in planning
their programs,

The different groups that are involved in Key 73 have also produced
their own study guides and books, designed to integrate the Key 73 effort
into their own traditional program cmphases.

Since Key 73 is being left by the participating denominations as an
option for each congregation, its strength and emphasis varies from one
community to another. 1In some areas, cooperation has led to the formation
of "Key 73 congregations,™ composed of représentatives of the different
churches in the community. In other neighborhbods; no churches are involved

“m ¥Yowur 77T
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Key 73 grew out of an editorial entitled "Somehow Let's Get Together™
that was printed in 1967 in Christianity Today, the evangelical fortnightly
published in Washington, D.C. Written by Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, who was
editor of the magazine at the time, it urged evangelical Christians to
renounce factionalism and join together in a cooperative effort.,

That editorial 5purred several meetings by a group of prominent
evangelical leaders at a motel near the Key Bridge that links Washington,
D.C., and Arlington, Va. Key 73, the name of the program
‘that resulted, was taken from the Key Bridge location and the year for
which it was scheduled, .

Under the themé, "Calling Our Continent to Christ,™ the purpose
of Key 73 is "to confront the people of our continent (more fully and more
forcefully) with the Gospel of Jesus Christ by proclamation and demonstra-
tion, witness and ministry, word and deed,” according to a leaflét issued
by the Key 73 executive committee.

It adds, "™Key 73 hopes to unite Christians in the task common to
all Christians -- cvangelism. Key 73 is not designed to launch another
ecumenical movement or to establish some new ecclesiastical structure
to forece denominations or groups into some new organic church union.™

As plans developed, several of the Protestant groups involved
in Key 73 began to solicit Roman Catholic participation. There are now
more than 40 Cafholic dioceses participating in the program in some way.

This aspect of Key 73 has drawn praise from Catholics and
Protestants alike. Scveral Catholic bishops have officially endorsed
the program, An editorial in the National Catholic Register last December
noted that "as we are striving to be more fully Catholic in the year
of Key 73, our Protestant brothers will be striving to bring their
people closer to Christ, too."

Evangelist Billy Graham said last April thathe thought "it's wonderful.
for Catholics to come in and get involved in evangelism," and added that .

there are "thousands of evangelical Catholics.”™
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Dr, Martin E. Marty, a prominent church historian and associate
dean of the University of Chicago Divinity School, recently commented
that whereas Lutherans 10 years ago were still avoiding Catholics,
today they are working side by side with Catholics in hundreds of
commanities in an evangelistic campaign directed by a one-time Lutheran
exequtive (Dr. Theodore Raedeke, formerly evangelism secretary of the
Lutheran Chﬁrch—Miséquri Synod, in which Dr, Marty is a layman).

At the same time that Key 73 has been hailed for promoting
Catholic-Protestant cooperation, some observers have expressed fears that
it may promote the concept of a "eivil religion,™ in which America is
seen as a "Christian nationﬂ t0uthé exclusion of other religious groups.

Sbme of these fears have come from the broad outreach envisioned
by Key 73's planners. The "Congregational Resource Book™ states that
"Key 73 carries the vision of every unchurched family in North America
being visited by someone who comes with loving concern to share his faith
in Christ,™ and that “Keyl73 will also include an effért to place the
Christian Scriptures in every North American houschold.™

Father Charles Angell, S,A,, editor of The Lamp, =cumenical monthly
published in Garrison, N.Y., took note of some of the concerns that have
been expressed over these aims of Key 73. In a recent editorial, he
cited statements that have been made by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national
interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committee, and
said, "I share in his concern that this effort as proclaiming the Gospel
might somehow imply that only Christians are real Americans.”

Christianity Today also referred to Rabbi Tanenbaum's tomments in
this respect in an editorial published last December, and commented, "We
can dismiss as wishful thinking any announced aim by uninformed Key 73
participants of making the United States a Christian nation and it very
probably mnever will be."

Another focus of comment regarding Key 73 has been the fear that

it may cause harm to the Jewish community.,
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In a section of the "Congregational Resource Book" that lists
materials for use in Key 73's Phase 3, which extends from now until
Easter, one item is headed, "Sharing Messiah With Jewish People.™ It
describes this aspect as "a program which prepares Christians to witness
effectively to Jewish people," and gives an address to which interested
persons may write to get "A Training Manual for Sharing Messiah With
Jewish People."

Rabbi Ténenbaum has urged Christians "to recognize that a Christian
theoleogyv pased on the negation of Judaisn a:d that sees Christianity as
a substitute for the Jewish faith will have the human effect of destroying
the existence of the Jewish people."

He also cautioned Jewish leaders "against baseless suspicion of
all Christian motivations in approaching Jews for dialogue or interreligious
prograﬁming, and against withdrawal from the area of interrcligious
activity."

Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards; director of the interreligious cooperation
department of the Anti;Defamation League of B'™nai B'rith, has predicted
that "the groups concerned with proselytizing 'especially to the Jews'
will ride on the coattails of the Key 73 appeal to the general community."
In this respect, he cited such "Hebrew Christian":groups as the American
Board of Missions to the Jews, and Jews for Jesus, which is an outgrowth
of the American Board's mission in San Francisco.

Although many "Hebrew Christian™ groups have existed long before
Key 73 (such as the American Board, whiqh is more than 75 years old),
Rabbi Bernards said, there is a "new evangelistic thrust.directed to Jews"
which "attempts to capitalize on the tragedies of the Holocaust era, when
some Jewish individuals converted to Christianity but insisted on still
being counted as Jews.™

In early January, Dr., Raedeke wrote to Rabbi Tanenbaum that Key 73
does not seek to "persecute, pressure or forée-Jews to believe or do
anyfhing acainst their will," and added: "There is no anti-Semitism in

either the ideology or the thrust of Key 73."
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Rabbi Tanenbaum responded that in his view Dr. Raedeke's statement
did not "respond adequately to all the questions that the Jewish community
would want clarified,“ but that the repudiation of "anti-Semitism and
any evangelical resort to coercion are welcome clarifications indeed.™

In its editorial on Key 73 last Decémber, Christianity Today said
that evangelical Christians do not agree with the view that Judaism is
a "complete faith not requiring 'fulfillment' by Christianity."

It said that Christians see Jews "as the chosen people of God to
whom has been imparted the 0ld Testament rcvelation-through whose
Davidic line the Messiah came,”

The theological nature of the issue was brought out in a controversial
article written by Orthodox Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice-president
of the Synagogue Council of America, published as one part of a three-
part symposium on Key 73 in Congress Bi-lleekly, published by the
American Jewish Committeé._

Rabbi Siegman declared, ™A Christian understanding of Judaism can
emerge only out of the Christian faith cexperience. There is, therefore,

a certain irrelevance to suggestions made by Jews to Christians concerning
the status of Judaism in Christian faith for no Jew can speak out of
the Christian faith experience."

He added that the "few" Jews who‘will convert as a result of Key 73
"will do so because of our own failures, because we have allowed Jewish
life to become so secularized, so emptied of transcendent meaning, that
some of our children will turn to Christianity and to other faiths in
order to fill a terrible spiritual void,"

The other two articles on Key 73 in the magazine, written by Rabbi
Bernards and Rabbi Tanenbaum, denounced Rabbi Siegman's position as
being "irresponsible" and "potentially divisive and damaging™ to the
Jewish community. |

Perhaps, the closest thing to an over=all Jewish response to Key 73
is a statement that has been issued by the Synagogue Council of America,
the national coordinating agency for the Conservative, Orthodox and

Reform rabbinic and congregational organizations.

T —
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It said that the Jewish community "is justifiably apprehensive over
Key 73,* but that its challenge "cannot be met by opposing efforts of
-the Christian community to advance its religious ideals.”™

Rather, the Synagogue Council said,.“the Jewish community shéuld
respond with positivé measures designed to confront American Jewry,
especially the voung in high schools and on the campus, with the
spiritual ideals and values of the Jewish people.™

One resource that has been issued fc» such a program is a 64-page
booklet published by United Synagogue Youth, a Conservative group. Under
the theme, "Meet the missionary at your door with an understanding and
knowledge of our own unique Jewish identity,"™ it offers information to
enable Jewish youth to "answer the enticements of the missionary in terms
of what Judaism offers, not what it rejects." |

Because of its broad -based nature, even when Kéy 73 concludes on
Dec. 31, it will be difficult if not impossible to determine just what
it has or has not accomplished in the American religious community. But
many observers are hoping that it will promote the idea that, in Father
Angell's words, ﬁa committed Christian must be both personally holy and

socially responsible,™
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L.I. INTERFAITH COUNCIL

Religious freedom in this country is a proud tradition
which Americans have long treasured. Any threat to the relationship
of mutual;reSpect among all faiths which has loﬁg prevailed --- and,

: spécifically, any damage to relationships between Christians and
Jews -——- ié,caﬁse for justifiable concern by the entire religious
dommunity.
At tﬁe’heart of this freedom is. a respect for ‘the 1ntegrity
of those whose rellglous beliefs differ from one's own. Any
assumption that those of other religious traditions are without
a meaningfuvl faith must be considered presumptuous. Any attezht

to proselytize those already cammitted.to another faihh should be

rejected.
| Particular mention must be mad7:§; Key 73, a movement

involving more than 140 church bodies in
vhose announced purpose is that of "Calllng our Continent to Chrict.”
While it is perfectly proper for any religious group to call its
members to a deeper understanding of and commitment to their fcﬁtﬁ
and even to try and reach those not actively related to any other
religious organization, aﬁy broadly-inclusive slogan such as this
negates the valid existence of non-Christian faith grpups and can
only be regretted for the misunderstanding and divisiveness it is
certain to arouse.

We call upon members of the Christian and Jewish communitieés
to reaffirm by their words and deeds the cordial relationship of

brotherhood that stems from both traditions. We oppose any effort
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by public officials, acting in their official capacity, to endorse<

or participate in the Key 73 program as an indefensible violafion_of;

church-state sSeparation.
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Mﬁe‘?* by Dok Tuherfaitth Dbl G wiifce

A RESOLUTION ON "KEY 73"
Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day
many .will say to me, 'Lord, ‘Lord, ‘did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons-in your
name, and do many mighty works in your name? And
then - will I declare to them, 'I never knew you;
depart from me, you evil-doers.' (Matthew 7:21-23)

When it comes to religious faith in America, IAC makes the following
assumptions:

1. The religion of any faith group is by definition of ultimate con-
cern. That is, anyone taking his reiigion seriously believes that his God has
ultimate significance and is the truth for all men. Otherwise, whatever else
a community of people may gather around, it is by definition not God. Because,
therefore, he believes his religion'to be about "the truth," a cor:elative of
his conviction is that he would attempt to persuade other men of the truth to
which he confesses.

2. Because all men are fallible and finite, and because every state-.

ment is culturally conditioned and expressed, every perception of the absolute

God: is a relative perceptidn. It is one thing to say "my faith" and "our God,"

confeésionally; it is another thing--and a preludb to persecution--to say "my .
faith is the faith." This is not to say everything is relative. But, as

Richard Neibuhr reminds us, our perception of the absolute is relative. Hence,

people in every place and every age must test, re-examine, and reformulate

one's faith.

3. -weucélebratg,cultpral pluralism in America. America began with peo-
ple attempting to get away from one or another form of imperialism and religious
triumphalism. The unique gift of America is a cultural pluralism. The diver-

sitylwhich comes with that; and the freedom within that diversity is to be

" cherished.

With these assumptions, IAC has undertaken to examine "Key 73." '"Key 73"
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is a year long national evangelistic campaign supported by some 130 denomina-
tions of the Christian church, atiempting to involve nearly 250,000 congrega-
tions.” It has been endorsed by the Roman Catholic Church, the Southern Baptist-
Convention,.the United Methodist Church, the Salvation Army, the Presbyterian
Church, the Assemblies of God; the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and the
Churches of Christ, and others. It is also endorsed by the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, the Navigators, the Campus Crusade for Christ, Young Life,
and the Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship. "Key 73" derives its name from a |
meeting of concerned churchmen who gathered in 1967, near the Francis Scott
Key Bridge in Arlington, Virgihia,'t&lconsiéef_an overall thrust in Evangelism
in North America." -

The purpose of the Evangelistic campaigﬁ, according to Paul Benjamin,
"Key 73" Executive Committee member, is to launch "a gigantic offensive in which
every person‘in Nﬁrth America will be challenged with the claims of Jesus

Christ." Further:

Key 73 carries the vision of every unchurched family in North Ameri-
ca being visited by someone who comes with loving concern to share
his faith in Christ.’ Every individual (whether he lives-in the inmer
city, the suburbs, or rural areas): is to be contacted. These calls
will be a person to person sharing with some 165 million people.
Key 73 will also include an effort to place the Christian Scriptures
in every North American household. Thousands of prayer groups will
be started with one specific purpose in mind--raising up by God of
plentiful workers for his vast harvest fields (Matthew 9:38).

In addition tb placing the Christian Scriptures in every household in Nofth
America, the aim of the cruéade is "to accompany the placement of that scripture
in every home with a personal invitation to enroll in an Evangeli;tic Bible Cor-
respondence Course'ﬁr join an Evangelistic_BibIe Study Group;ﬁ

In fact, we are told in the Key 73 Congregational Resource Book, not

only is the climate "right today to offer Jesus Christ to millions of people in
the United States and Canada who have never really known him--in love," but

also, according to Victor Nelson, an Executive Assistant to the Billy Graham
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Evangelistic Associafion,'and one of the Evangelistic resources fof "Key 73,"
the primary reason for the world's continued existence and a post-
ponement of the final judgement is to give the Church an oppor-
tunity to preach the gospel for the salvation of those who are yet
without faith-in Christ. Christ's great commission to the Church .
still is 'go make disciples of all nations.'

While the zeal of the participants in "Key 73" is to be defended on
. the grounds of their seriousness about their religious convictions, and while
we would be the first to defend any group's in;gntion to persuade others about
its Beliefs, the IAC lifts.up two nascent but nevertheless serious probiems
about “Ke} 78" '

1. The literature of:''Key 73" giyés the impression: that those who
would participate-in ‘"calling:our continent to Christ," as the slogan for the
crusade goes, would be happy to see a new edition of '"Christian America," a
new form of;an old tjiggghg;i;;, exhib?tiné certain culturally required modes
of behavior and belief. Such triumpha;ism is inimical to .a culturally diverse
Amprica.. Even the fact of Christian Scriptures in every home, and presumably
Christian worship on every occasion and in every place, would be disfunctional
if not destructive of the cultural pluralism we enjoy. In short, we are con-
cerned about the kind of-"Christian America" the supporters of the crusade
envision. |

2. The most serious danger in "Key 73" is its attitude toward non-
Christians. If "'Key 73's" avowed purpose is going to be carried out, ﬁhat might
that mean for Jews, and members of a variety of religious persuasions who simply

do not wish to be Christian because of their own convictions? Are they to be

inflicted with the benefits of this crusade?

There is no explicit statement in the Congregational Resource Book
 saying in effect, "all other religious persuasions are at best second rate
and at worst wrong.” There are no explicit anti-Jewish references. Indeed,

Dr. Theodore Raedeke, of St. Louis, the Executive Director of "Key 73" has
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said:

There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the thrust of
Key 73....we do not wish.to persecute, pressure or force Jews to
believe or do anything against their will. On the other hand we
are confident that .the Jews do not wish to undermine our holy
faith or deprive us .of our rights to propagate our faith--the
privilege which we enjoy in America. Rest assured that we will
attempt in no way to deny our deepest Christian convictions in
this regard so that we wrong the Jewish community in any way.
At the same time, I hope that we may be confident that you who
~are not Christian will not in any way intimidate or pressure the
many Christians partlczpatlng in Key 73 against confessing be-
fore men the saving gospel

We are grateful for such a statement, and 1ndeed relieved. Nevertheless, the

Resource Book, page 79 cztes a tactic for "sharing Messiah with Jewish people,"”

and there is an unfortunate tendency for satellite groups such as "Jews for
Jesus' to attach themselves to this Evangelistic campaign, thus creating the
possibility for incipient anti-Semitism and hostility toward other religious
groups.

"It is for these reasons that IAC, while defending the right of évery
group to argue for its truth and persuadé others about it, nevertheless raises
warning signals to all people participating in "Key 73,f urging them to take
great caution in any attempt to suggest a new triumphalisﬁ; and above all, as
felldw Americans, urgingfmembefs.of "Eeva?3" to-chérish'aﬁd_respect-the reli-

gious persuasion of all others.
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"

Memo “f£rom Executlve Dlrector Rev. Robert

L

. 11ls EVANGEL 1 M,

ONE OF THE MOST piscussSIOnNs INMy NCCC EXPERIENCE CAME WITH THE RECOM=-
MENDATION OF A GROUP IN SEcTION FIVE ON CHRISTIAN UNITY TO AMEND AND MAKE MORE
EXPLICIT THE FOLLOWING Section FIVE RECOMMENDATION WHICH WAS FINM..L? ADOPTED

'A8 PRESENTED FIRST BY THE SECTION. = ; , & ;
. Y. o THAT THE GOVERNING BOARD EXPRESS DEEP INTEREST IN AND CONCERN FOR THE
REPORTED GROWING INTEREST AS EXPRESSED AT THE DALLAS ASSEMBLY |IN CURRENT
EVANGEL I SM EFFORTS; PART|CUARLY THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS KEY '73, AND TO GIVE
CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE IMPLICATIONE FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY OF THIS MOVEMENT
~ UNDER TWO ASPECTS: o r . T e o

1: THE OPPORTUNITY 1T AFFORDS FOR [NCREASED INCLUS!VENESS AS CHRISTIANS OF
VAR |ED ECUMENICAL CONCERNS TO FIND EACH OTHER IN THIS8 MOVEMENT WITHOUT
~. SACRIFICING THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL; .
N - AND
2. THE NecsssnTv IT PRESENTS FOR A CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE WITH THE JEWIBH COM=
v MUNITY RELATIVE TO THEIR CONCERN WITH REFERENCE TO THE RELATIONSHIP BE=-
TWEEN OUR EFFORTS TO EVANGELIZE AND THEIR CONCERN FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN
A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY b :

'y A}
i

(THE PROPOSED AMENOMENT, WHICH WAS DEFEATED AFTER ONE HOUR'S DEBATE, TRIED TO
MAKE MORE EXPLICIT No. 2 BY A) QuoTIng A 1964 NCCC ResoLuTion ON CHRIST|AN=
JEw) sH RELAT|ONS, WHICH. SPELLED OUT SOME CONDITIONS - OF TRUE DIALOGUE} B)
1 "y SPECIFICALLY SOUGHT TO REJECT ANY EFFORTS TO PROSELYTIZE IN THE JEWISH COM=
O MUNITY Ok USE COERCIVE METHODS OF EVANGELISMj; C) SOUGHT TO STRENGTHEN AND
INCREASE ALL EFFORTS TO DIALOGUE WITH THE JEWISH COMMUNITY] AND D) TRIED TO
ENCOURAGE A CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY OF JUDIASIM WHICH 'RECOGNIZES THAT THE PRO=
MISES MADE BY GOD TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE ARE IRREVOCABLE AND WHICH VIEWS Ju=_ w
DAISM AS A VALID, CONTRIBUTIVE AND ETERNAL FAITH' ‘
i \ , ;
EXCEPT ON POINT D) AND THE USE OF THE WORLD 'PROSELYTIZE' IN 8), THERE MAY
NOT HAVE BEEN SUBSTANTIVE DI SAGREEMENT IN THE GOVERNING BOARD, THE MOTION
TO AMEND LOST, .IN MY VIEW, BECAUSE A MAJORITY FELT THAT A MORE GENERAL, LESS
'SPECIFIC STATEMENT OF THE |SSUE WAS CALLED FOR. A8 ONE OF 71TS AUTHORS, MY
VOTE SUPPORTED THE AMENDMENT . . i

IN THE DEsATE, MANY PEOPLE FROM VAR|OUS PARTS OF THE NATION ROSE TO EXPRESSE
CONCERN ABOUT SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF COERCION GOING SEYOND THE BOUNDS OF RE=
SPECT FOR OUR JEWISH BRETHREN, THOUGH IT WAS NOT CLEAR THAT ANY OF THE. .EX=
AMPLES WERE OFFICIALLY CONCERNED wiTH Key '7?3. ONnE OF THE PROBLEMS OF OUR
CURRENT WAVE OF EVANGELISM |S THAT MANY OF OUR JEWISH BRETHREN KEENLY FEEL
ITS PRESSURE.

SOME GROUPS IN OUR SYRACUSE AREA ARE INVOLVED IN KEvy '73 AND THOUGH | Know

OF NO COERCIVE EXCESSES HERE, IT DOES SEEM THAT WE NEED TO FIND WAYS OF

- CAREFULLY AND POSITIVELY F'ORWARDING INTER — RELIGI0OUS RELAT|IONSHIPS EVEN AS
" WE LEGITIMATELY PRESENT TO OTHERS THE GOSPEL oF Jesus CHRIS? THAT ALL PEOPLE

- MAY REsSPOND TO GoD. . ,
a0 % % K % ¥

- e ° T 1

THESE ARE THREE |SSUES TREATED IN A NATIONAL CHURCH MEETING WHICH SEEM TO ME TO
BE WORTHY OF [INTENSE AND SUSTAINED ECUMENICAL CONCERN AT THE LEVEL OF OUR SyRA=
CUSE METROPOL ITAN AREA.
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editoriol views of the news ]

The Problem Still Remains

J. I, FISHBEIN

; I

A prominent Roman Catholic theologian has  ments in the Gospels and Epistles: these texts !
charged that though blatant anti-Semitic mate-  require special treatment in the Liturgy. [
rials had been removed from church school 4. Encouragement of discussions by Catholic :
texts dn this country in the past declafie. ."htt'le theologians on how Christianity’s message !

* has been done tq counteract the negative image  ahout Jesus and the New Covenant can be l

of Judaism." presented without implying that Judaism's cov-

Rev. John T. Pawlikowski, assistant profes- enant is outdated or inferior to that of Chris-
sor of Social Ethics at Catholic Theological tianity. :
Union of Chicago, addressing a symposium on Rabbi Marc H. Tan%um National Tnter .
“'Catechetics and Prejudice” held at the Insti-  religious Affai i ican Jow-
tute of Human Relations in New York, said that  ish Committee. who presided at the sympos-
studies conducted over a multi-year period by ~ ium, made public a 36-page survey of the !
the sociology department of St. Louis Univer- impact that Key '73 had already made on rela- ’
sity, which analyzed attitudes toward non-  tions between American Jews and Christians,
Catholic religious groups and racial minorities, He said the national dialogue over Key '73
had shown that there were negative and dis-  might result in the emergence of a majority
torted statements about Jews in Catholic reli-  consensus of Christian leaders who are declar-
gious textbooks. Since that time, Father Paw- ing, for the first time in the history of Jewish-
likowski continued, “the Jewish portrait has  Christian relations in the United States, a policy
been improved only to a limited extent. Gone  of opposition to proselytizing the Jewish com-
are the most vile denunciations of the Jews munity.
and Judaism." The AJCommittee survey detailed a variety

However, the Catholic leader pointed out, of episodes of psychological harassment, decep-
there still is very little material in Catholic  tion and intimidation. At Montclair, N.J., for
texts that shows the degree of influence of Jew- example, the survey said, Jewish high school
ish religious values and ideas on the teaching  students were approached to come to bible- I
of Jesus and the early church. “In addition, reading classes which they found were aimed
materials are rarely included which would help at converting them to Christianity.
the student come to appreciate the contem- A “'Hanuka’ celebration at the Miami Beach
porary Jew in his or her own self-identity, cen-  auditorium marking Israel's 25th anniversary
tral to which are the Holocaust and the State  turned out to be an effort by the American
of Israel,” he added. Beard of Missions to the Jews, linked to Key

Father Pawlikowski, who is 2 priest of the 73, to invite the audience to make “a decision
Servite Order and a member of the Catholic  for Christ." In Boston, a Hebrew-Christian fam-
Bishops' Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Rela-  ily sought membership in the Jewish com-
tions, urged a four-point program by the Cath- ~ munity center with the avowed purpose of :
olic Church in the U.S. to remedy the failure  €vangelizing Jewish families. '
to implement fully the decisions of Vatican In reply to questions about Christian mis-
Council IT on the Church’s Relationship to the  sionary activities in.Isr?el. Rabbi Tanenbaum
Jewish People. said he drew a distinction between such mis-
R sionaries who “‘deceive and manipulate’ Israeli
1. Sponsorship of teachers’ institutes through- Jews and those “who are above-board and
out the country. identifly themselves as Christians.”” He said he
2. Inclusion in textbooks of presentations on  fa)t Jsrael would make “a terrible blunder™ if
the eonstructive influence of Pharisaic-Rabbinic it ““violates the principle of religious liberty and
Judaism on the New Testament, of the beauty freedom of conscience by succumbing to pres-
and depth of Jewish liturgy, theology and ethi-  gre5 from Jewish extremists who want to pass
cal thought, and of the sig‘piﬁcance of the Holo-  goyere legislation to ban every form of religious i
caust and the State of Israel to contemporary  atiyity which is not Jewish."
Jews. This only bears out that religious prejudice |
3. Scholars must confront the distorted image is far from dead. The problem still remains |
of the Jew that may result from some state- with us.
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NCC PLANS DEPARTHENT ON
-CHRISTIAN-JEWZISH ENCOUNTER

By Religious. News Service {(3-5-73) _
PITTSEURGH (RNS) -- The Naticnal Council of Churches voted here to set
up a new department "to make Christian-Jewish encounter in the U.S. more

adequate and effective.”

-In approving the move, the Governing Board of the Protestant-Eastern

Orthodox council followed an earlier sugcestion by the World Council.of . . iy ...

Churches.

However, the discussion about the need Zor the department was set in
the context of the ey 73 evangelistic thrust and Jewish concern over the
impact on Jews of Ch»istian evangelisn. :

While Jewrish concern has been expressed over ﬁg;’;;:\the greatest
concern has been generated by groups with the statéd,puzpe € of converting
Jews to Chrlstlanlty. .

There was no opposition to the resslution establishing . the department .. .| ..
among the 150 Governing Board members present, but the“e was nﬂated debate
on the topics of evangelism and pluralism.,

_ The department is expec*ed to be funded by special COﬂtrlDLLlOnS from
the 32 member Churches.. SR A ‘

B - ""-“",.'- L id
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. ' In ‘the resoTutlon, the Governing Board took pains to emphasize that .
it sees Key 73 itself as a respon51ole movement. It voiced "deep 1n*erest
and concern for the reported growing “artlc;pat*on in general evangelistic
effo ts, including Key 73."

. Yet it is said the National Council feels it is importaﬁt to give
careful attention to the implications of evangelism both for Christian unity
and for interreligious relations.

Key 73 is a breocad-pased pregram in which over 150 denominations, indepen-
dent groups and Reman Catholic dioceses are taking rpart.

On the policy-making level, the NCC has not endorsed Key 73, while an
Evangelism Section did take part in some Xey 73 planning and a number of
member -Churches are participants.

The Rev. W. Sterling Cary, !CC president, said in Pittsburgh that some of -
the more extreme incidents connected with proselytizing "should not be
interpreted as a judgmeﬂt agalnst the integrity of the Key 73 executive com-

mittee."

(rore) ' PAGE -3-
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Increa51ng concern among Jewish leaders over Christian evangellsm was
reflected in debate at the Governing Doard meeting. :

The Rev. Richard Hughes, a United'Presbyterian and a member of the
board from Oregon said, "In Portland we have been in hell for the last
couple of months over this thing" (Christian attempts to proselytize among
Jews .

He said that in some instances students in public schools have been
subjected to Christian evangelism. He cited an instance in which members of
an evangelistic organization were in charge of a school program with
required attendance by all students.

In the same city, Mr. Hughes sai!, a Jewish religious ceremony was
interrupted by "zealous" Christians who had to be ousted by police after
they refused to heed the rabbis' piea "to take the love of Jesus with them."

"A member from hode Island complained of an evangelical group, which
he refused to identify, making the boast that in a short time "there won't
be a Jewish student left on this campus.”

. The sharpest words in the discussion came when Dr. William P. Thompson -,-"
Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, said that offensive tactics
are not a "one-sided affair." He spoke of a recent take-over of the New--
York offices of the World Council of Churches by the Jewish Defense League.

The Rev. Gerald Strober, a Protestant who is consultant on Jewish-
Christian relations for the American Jewish Committee, criticized Dr.
Thompson for drawing & parallel between disruption of a religious ceremony
and a take-over of a WCC office by the Jewish Defense League, which he
called a "fringe element" denounced by most segments of American Jewry.

In its resolution,'the Governing Board rejected "any efforts £0'prose;
lytize in the Jewish community, aware of pressure to this end in certain
local communities which threaten religious liberty and authentic pluralism."

Rabbi James Rudin, a Jewish observer at the NCC gathering and an official
of the American Jewish Committee, said that while he did not appreciate some
remarks by delegates he was "glad that the NCC is getting around to some
serious theological consideration of the question.

"It is good for the council to consider right out in the open some of
the theological bases involved in Christian-Jewish relations."

_ In passing the resolution, the Governing Board called attention to a
1964 policy statement on Christian-Jewish relations. That statement urged
member Churches to "seek that true dialcgue with the religious bodies of the
Jewish community through which differences in faith can be explored within
the mutual life of the one family of God -- separated but seeking from God
the gift of renewed unity -- knowing that in the meantime God can help us to
find our God-given unity in the common service of human need."

oy 1 PAGE -4-
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E vangehcal campaign calry in area

Controversy stirs around Key 73;
_is it aimed at converting Jews?

Key 73, a yearllong
ecumenical effort in the United
States and Canada to call “our
contineat to Christ," appears
turning up more

Some Jewish leaders fear
that the newly launched drive
to bolster Christianity may be a
move to proselytize Jews.

Rabbi Sheldon Stauber of
Temple Beth Sholom, Chula
Vista, has said that Key 73; if
almed al Christians, is all
right.

STAUBER SAID he thought
the original aim of Key 73 was
to “‘bring more Christians into
the fold.”

“1 don't think any rabbi is
opposed to (them) bringing
more Christians into the fold,”
he said. ““The problem arises
when the Christian crusade
goes off and tries to include
everyone anyone outside
Christianity, such as Jews and

Christianity, the offspring of
Judaism, - generally has quit
trying to absorb its mother
faith. But pockets of that old
impulse persist, and some
Jewish leaders fear it may be
abetted by Key 73.

“‘Some Jews have a right to
be nervous about the
movement's nut [ringes.”
comments the ecumenical
weekly, Christian Century.

Although it endorses the
drive as a potential stimulus to
“religion of the heart” at a
time when this is keenly
needed, the periodical adds:

““With 100 million
oncommitted Americans out
there, it does seem weird that

| some Christian evangelists feel
| that more theological Brownie
points can be scored by landing
or uprooting living, breathing
Jews."”

POSSIBLY because the
thrust of Key 73 has been
parochial and low key and its
ideology has not been centrally
\defined, little controversy has
embroiled South Bay efforts of
the evangelical campaign.

The South Bay Ministerial
Assn. has encouraged its
member churches to have Key
73 - services, which would
revolve around or publicize the
effort.

Bible study classes and an
| ecumenical Easter sunrise
' service are also joint projects
' planned by the South Bay
. Ministerial Assn., according to

Rev. Michael Pugh, bead of a

ministerial committee to study
1 such plans.

' ALTHOUGH backed by the
widest spectrum of Roman
Catholic and Protestant
churches to join in a common

! endeavor in modern times, Key
73 has aroused uneasiness in
various quarters, Christian as
well as Jewish, about their
relationship.

Baswally. the issue l.n\.rolves
nol only the relationships
between Juodaism and
Christianity, but the validity of
their respective faiths and the

right objectives of
proselytizing activities.
Since the days of the prophet

Micah's pronouncement _'for
let all the peoples walk each
one in the name of its god, But
me the

rd our Torever and

forever—_said Rabbi Israel

"‘We do not wish to' ships if it is used to “‘clarify ]—

persecute, pressure or force Christian recognition of Jews

Jews to believe anything andJudaism asvalid sources of

against their will,” he said. truth rather than as objects of
The comments were in a conversion.”

letter to Rabbi Marc H. Pugh said the South Bay

Tanenbaum, interreligious Ministerial Assn. will probably

affairs director of the discuss the intended thrust of

American Jewish &Tﬁg@__ﬂey 73 at its next meeting.

who had voiced fears rive “l imagine there are

could damage Jewish-Christian different feelings within the

relationships. group, but we haven't talked
However, he adds, it also aboulil,sol'm not sure,” he

could improve those relation- said.,

|

eisfeld, president of the San
Diego Rabbinical Assn, the\
Jew has conceived himself as
livingina pl.urallshc sociely.

“"He lives in a societly
wherein he respected his
neighbor's right to profess and
observe his particular faith,
while the Jew zealously
reserved the right to practice
his own Judaism — unmolested
and unsolicited.”

THIS IS why the local Jewish
community, as others
throughout the land, views with
concern the launching of Key
73, particularly its basie intent
and scope.

“Will its thrust be a dedi-
cated Christian evangelical
movement Llo bring the
message and promise of
Christianity to indifferent,
uncommitied or undercom-
mitted Christians or will it be
an attempt to convert Jews —
tapping the resources of school,
campus and home to
Christianity?"" Weisfeld asked

A number of groups involved
in Key 73 have decided to avoid
the issue altogether. The Los
Angeles clergy association, for
instance, expressly ruled out
proselytism of Jews, saying the
campaign is respectful of
Jewish sensitivities and is
“*aimed at the religiously unaf-
filiated.™

BUT THE YOUTH director |

at the First Baptist Church in
Chula Vista bas said he .is
involved in Key 73 because he
agrees with the campaign’s
stated purposes.

Rev. Clay Ford, a head of his
church’s drive locally, noted
that Key 73's slogan is “'Calling
our continent to Christ” and
the first objective is:

“To share with every person
in North America more fully
and more forcefully the claims
and message of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”

Ford's position is that “Key
73 is sharing the good news that
Jesus Christ is Lord and alive,
with the hope that many will
receive Him,"

I feel strongly that He is the |

way, and, I guess, our goal is
that more people will accept
Jesus Christ,” he said.

THERE IS NO anti-Semitism
in either the ideology or thrust
of Key 73, according to Rev.
‘Theodore Raedeke of St. Louis,
executive director of the effort.
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