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Ford Says 'RE~achout' 
·won't P_ressure Jews 

Jewish people in Milwau· 
kee need rear no at­
tempis at coercion during 
the "reachout" by Christian 
churches to be Oct.12 
through Oct. 21 if Evangelist 
Leighton Ford has his way 
about il. 

Ford , who will oonducl thil 
event at the Au<.litorium, 
made this point in response 
to a question at the clergy-lai­
ty breakfast at the Central 
YMCA this Wttk al which 
the rrachout c u m m I l tee 
aoui;ht lo inlrodU<.-e the evan­
&elist to relli;iou:s leaders. 

· David Moberi;, a Baptist 
and head of the Sociology De­
partment at Marquette Uni- . 
v era It y, asked about the 
reachout's relation to Jews . .. , 

NaUonal Jewish ~eaders 
have fe'ared that th?. Key '73 
evangelism effort, 1=of which / 
the Ford meetings a.re a ~ , 
would put Jewish on 
th e spot and try to coerce 
them into convusion or de­
grade Judaism. 

In campus crusades an d 
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o t h e r evangelistic efforts, 
~wish atuc1ents have com­
plained ot undue pressure 
and stalementa disparaging 
their religion. 1.... •. -

• I ( I 

,,.J., ."Atlt/ 
/ I 

. Ford comme:i~ed that as a 
·Christian, he was following a 
Jew, and that the Lord bade 
Christians to go and preach 
th• Gospel" to all mankind." 

"ff owe v er," he added, 
· " we'll make no special point 
· of trying to reach Jewish pee> 
pie, nor will we exclude 
them. We will not manipulate 
or co ere e a nyone in the 
teachout." 

Jn response to a question 
by the Rev. Richard O. Truitt, 
pasto r of Albri.ght United 
Methodist Church, Ford said 
the question of amnesty was 
one on whkh a blanket an­
swer could not be given. 

"These ce~e• ought to be 
treated on individual basis," 
he a3l•I, "without a llltal om­
n e s t y or to la I co11dcmna­
t ion. '' 

for<'J arl1lr<l lhnt rh~ <'Jr,rrr. 
~r or"'"' wl 10 ~<"'~ AWlll. 
"oui;h1 to be prcparctt to face 
his peneltic•. One of the late 
Martin Luthe r King's princi· 
pies, he explained, was that 

, the person who disobeys laws 
out or conscience must be 
ready to accept the l"at con· 
sequences. 

"A I I decisions, howe\'er, 
must be tempered by the ap­
preciation for the agony 
t hrough which the nation has 
gone and by mercy," he said. 
appearance llere filled 'Uih-

011• char.;:ing people, and to 
t ry to change people without 
making some d' anges in so­
ciety. 

A "crisis lnte·:vention cen­
te r" will bf' eaablishcddu· 
ring the event here, said Mob­
er i;. who hca1Ls a reachout 
rommittee 011 social involve-
nieul. 

lie added cha I the ori;ani· 
7.J 1 oun hopes 10· have volun­
tN'r ta::k forn~; lhose who 
oeck h~lp in soc i a I prob· 
lemJ<. TI1e n-acl1out also ex· 
pects to tarkle problems in· 
volving the Milwaukee area. 

The ..,.achout ca 1 l • fo? 
many !hint::' to be done, and 
some t !okt ~ h "u Id not be 
d<,.1e. 

In ft fl=' ··e> 1(crcnce Rfter 
11,.. l>r,..oltl."I. f' o r<I listCd 
:o.uu1c 1 '1l1111't .:· :-::tu: h 3 s: 

• "I ' 1111'1 1•n yrn1r 1t11"t In 
•··~h•uit f uni. ll Is God who 

1s 9l work." 

lie had t •·nrihasized the 
night beforP that the evange-
1 i st i c effort is really not 
"Leighton tord's Reachout," 
but "Christ 's ~eachout." 

• Don't dr1iend on outs!· 
cirrs to do 111<: work of the 
church~~. "l'rat will never 
worK:'1 he oidc lfl'd. "We a re 
l'Omin;t in 1 u ·,rovlde a cat.a· 
lvst. but n "'' of the follow u ~ must be dune by the local 
church. 

Ford. whose introductory 
)ein Hall or the Performing • "L~t'< not pack the Audi· 
AIU Centerto".apacityTues- t orium wi1 :1 rune but Chris-
day night, repeated his phi· t ia n<. Bri11: s.•me non.Chris· 
Josophy or evangelism at the tians alo••;:. "Ne must build 
'breakfast Wenesday morn· bru.Ji:•·~ I>< t w "n Christians 
Ing. end o! 111·r.-. 

"The g~P 'between lhe pie· e "Bt!w: re nf an •r,·an::el· 
tist and rhc activist Is nar- ism o\'erkill, by wi1kh you 
rowing," he snid. "God is giv- ex('lt'CI all <on~I pmhll'ms to 

_Jn.a; us new visi'ln" vanish afl"r 1hc rea\'hout." 

: .:4-1 .~.;;-

solve th.: schoo1 :.> us :i • : • .; 

problem, while he couiu lit. 
nothing about it in his ow~. 
hometown, Charlotte, t\ .C. 
He is a minister of the Pre5-
byterian Cjlurch 1:i the t:.S. 

"We may not :.<>Ive 1h11.r,s. 
but we'll relea>c ~11irituMI .. ,.,. 
plosions that " :II .·ontri"u1 .. 
to lhe solutions," >aid Furll. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ J.....-..&.._:........__.t.u____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Key '73 
and 
the Jews 

;. 

By FATHER 
JOHN I. SHEERIN CSP 

. . 
Are the J ews really alarmed by 

Key '73? This interdenominational 
crusade has won acclaim from 
conservative Protestants, a certain 
arriount of critidsm from liberal 
Protestants, a somewhat 
restrained support from a few 
Roman Catholic dioceses but what 
about the Jews? The basic ideal of 
holding a year -long, higp-powered 
evangelical drive came from Carl 
Henry, former editor of 
"Christianity Today." H.e en­
visioned it as " a devout witness by 
twice-born men and women to the 
truth and power of God and an 
invitation to their townspeople to 
find the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus." 

What do Jews think of this high­
powered invitation to find 
redemption in Christ Jesus? One 
Jewish leader, Rabbi He~ry 
Siegman, has taken issue with 
Jews who take an "alarmist" view 
of the campaign. Rabbi Balfour 
Brickner, of the Union of Ametican 
Hebrew Congregations, said that 
the Jewish community was 
" overreacting" and that Key '73 is 
really no threat to Jews but is a 
threat to American society because 
it may unite social, political and 
religious conservatives into on~ 
great faction. Key '73 therefore, is 
a threat to America, not to the 
:Jews. in Brickner's <?~inion. 

Freedom" which says (Chapter I, 
no. 2 ) that the human person has a· 
right to religious freedom and must 
not be restrained ·from acting in 
accordance with his own beliefs; 
wheth.er alone or in association 
with others. 

In view of the long years of 
Christian attempts to · coerce the 
Jews into becoming Christians, it is 
not at all surprising that modern 
Jews look with a cool eye on 
Christian .convert efforts. Un­
doubtedly, the Bishops at Vatican 
II had this in mind when they 
added to the right of religious 
bodies not to be hindered in their 
public witness and preaching, th~ 
following caution: " However , in 
spreading religious faith and in 
introducing religious prac tices, 
everyone ought at a ll times to 
refrain from any manner of action 
which might seem to carry a hint of 
coercion or of any fclnd of per­
suasion that would be dishonorable 
or unworthy. " 

·The national officials of Key '73 
have · given assurances to the· 
American Jews that the movement 
contains no latent anti-Semitism 
but the recent incidents to which I 

·have alluded were probably due to 
the charismatic ebullience of a few 
Jesus Freaks or other misguided· 
zealots. · . ' 

Two weeks. ago 1 _attended a 
Christian Jewish meeting in New This is a hazard of any broad- · 
York City. Key '73 was the topic : gauged national movement, that it. 

. the speaker was Gerald Strober, a · cannot oversee every area on the 
Protestant minister who pointed '. local scene in· order to. prevent 
out the dangers of the movement. 1 obnoxious forms of proselytism on 
TheJewishleaderspresentmadeit / the· part of young, muscular 
very clear that they agreed with I Christians. The particular in- · 
Strober and disagreed with cidents to which I refer are too· 
Siegman and Brickner. They in- numerous to relate here but they : 
sisted, moreover, ttiat their., were certainly actioi:is which,. in 
viewpoint was representative of t the words of Vatican II\ carried a . 
the mind of the Jewish community r h'int of coercion or a kmd of per:'. 
in general._' _ _ _ - -. - ·--: suasion '.' that would be,-

The Jews did -not question the dishonorable or unworthy." 
right of Christians to evangelize, to These episodes offer local 
preach the Gospel of Christ to le;aders of Key '73 not only an op-
Christian believers ·and to those portunity to disown the misguided 
who do not find redemption in zeal of young evangelists but also' 
Ghrist." They '. had .no desire, . for an opportunity to diSC!vow any 
instance, to object to Vatican H's semblance ofanti-5emitism in Key 
"Declaration on Religious '73. · 
-··- -- -·---·--- --
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. The Christian evangelical movement known as "Key 73" has· 
been the subject of much debate - and · apprehension in the 
American Jewish community. Most of the anxiety stems from the 
failure of the 130 Chur~h groups involved,. to clearly disavow aiy 
intention of proselytizing American Jews. Such a failure may be 
intentional, but it may also be the result of an unintentional in-
sensitivity to Jewish co.ncerns: . · 

A distressing offshoot of this issue came to light this week as 
the American Jewish .Congres~ ~ade public their objection to a 
memorar;idum from a highranking Naval official urging 
chaplains to play " a strong role" in the "Key 73" evangelical 
drive. Such an encouragement of religious proselytizatiori .on the 
part of the Navy was described by . the AJCongress as being· 
"completely at odds with the proper function of the Navy 

· ·chaplaincy." .· 
. The very existence of a cluiplaincy as an official compoµent of 
the Armed Fore~ has been called a violation of the constitutional 
prohibition .of religious activity by the government, but this 
argument has been countered with the suggestion that chaplainS 
exist to serve the spiritual needs of members of the Ann~ 
Fox:ces. The AJCongress pointed out that the Navy memorandum 
urges a shift in the chaplain's role "from service·fo advocacy." 

We. agree with AJCongress that "missionary activity is· not, 
under our consti~utional system, a proper role for government." 

Indeed, "Key 73" is fraught with possible affronts tO the Jewish 
community. 'F,!le American Jewish Committee has suggested that 
th~ evangelical movement forestall these potential " sources of 
tension" by giving serious consideration to reputable Christian 

_ scholars who have affirmed the continuing validity of _Judaism. 
The Committee also urges gre~t care in the presentation of such 
delicate themes as the Crucifixion or Jewish reaction to Jestis. 
Perhaps most important is the Commi~tee's recommendation to 
"Key 73" to "avoid the implication that Christianity and America 
are synonymous." . · · · · · 

A number of responsible Jewish leaders have cautioned the 
Jewish community against overreacting to "Key 73", and wi~­
dra wing from the arena of constructi ve.interreligious activity ou't 
of · unwarranted suspicion of all Christian motivations in a ~ 
proaching Jews for dialogue or interreligious programming. B t 
we must be wary of the s.ort of institutional evangelism seen · 
.the Navy memorandum, and we must guard against ~ 

~ 1 .1 j>ossibility of missionary approaches based on false, caricatur 
a.. ~ages of Judaism. · · 
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Key to Cor-version 
Last month some 150 denomina­

tions and other groups of Nortfi Amer­
ican Christians opened a yearlong evan­
gelical campaign called Key 73. The 
participants range from Kansas City 
Roman Catholics to the Canadian 
Home Bible League. Their slogan: 
"Calling our continent to Christ.'' Al­
though the drive so far seems to be 
mainly a matter of a television special. 
publicity and local evangelizing, a re­
cent article in the evangelical fortnight· 
ly Christianity Today avowed that Key 
73's goal is to give "every person in the 
U.S. and Canada a real chance to say 
yes to Jesus Christ and to become a de­
pendable member of his church." 

Some persons have already taken 
the opportunity to say no to Key 73 in 
emphatic and sometimes angry terms. 
They include some prominent U.S. Jews 
who consider the campaign to be a re­
trogression to pre-ecumenical Chris­
tianity. But Jews themselves are divid­
ed on the issue. 

Rabbi Solomon Bernards of the 
Anii-Defamation League leveled one of 
the most thoroughgoing criticisms in the 
Christian Century last month. Bernards 
questioned the "monolithic undertc~cs 
of this effort that aims at a completely 
Christian America." The campaign fos­
tered "triumphalism," he charged. cit­
ing one prediction that Christians could 
ccnvert the entire world within two 
years. Moreover, mass evangelical ef­
forts inevitably employ "simplistic the­
o!ogy land) emotional appeals." and 
tend "to disparage and downgrade oth· 
er faiths and value systems."' 

Another rabbi. however. Henry 
Siegmaii of the Synagogue Council of 
America, warns against taking "the 
alarmist view" of Key 73. Writing in 
the current issue of the American Jew­
ish Congress's Congress lJi-W eek/y, 
Siegman doubts " that any significant 

number of Jews will be won over to 
Christianity by Key 73. Those few who 
will convert will do so because we have 
allowed Jewish life to become so sec­
ularized, so emptied of transcendent 
meaning. that some of our children will 
turn to Christianity and to other faiths 
in order to fill a terrible spiritual void." 

Siegman goes so far as to suggest 
that an "intensely Christian environ­
ment can in fact make for a more tra­
ditional Jewish community"-an argu­
ment that provokes an outraged 
response from Ecumenist Rabbi Marc 
Tanenbaum in the same magazine. The 
U.S. has already had just such an in­
tensely Christian environment, Tanen­
baum points out, in the days when 
evangelical Christianity and American 
nationalism were considered synony­
mous. Jn that situation "Jews were sec­
o nd-class citizens, denied the right to 
vote and hold public office."• 

A number of groups involved in 
Key 73 have decided to avoid the issue 
altogether. The Richmond, Va., clergy. 
association. for instance, expressly ruled 
out proselytism of Jews. directing its ef­
forts only to "inactive and unchurched 
people in the Christian community." 
Such moves would have been hailed by 
the late and eminent Rabbi Abraham 
J. Heschel. who last week got in a post­
humous word on the proselytism ques­
tion through a television interview 
taped just before his death in Decem­
ber. lt was Heschel whose persuasive cf­

.forts at the Vatican helped win Roman 
Catholics away from trying to convert 
Jews. "If there are some Protestant sects 
who still cling to this silly hope of pros­
elyti7..ing [Jews)," he said, " I would say 
that they are blind and deaf and dumb." 

•Tanenbaum rcCers to Colonial America and the 
earl)· decades or the Republic. Though the Con· 
stitution guaranteed equal rights on a federal 
level. Jews were barred in some states from vot· 
ing. and in more from holding office. well into 
the 19th century. 

Two for the Cross 
It has been 16 centuries since the 

Roman Emperor Constantine outlawed 
crucifixions, but the practice has been 
preserved in some parts of the world. 
not as a punishment but as a macabre 
stunt or commemorative rite. The latest 
to undergo the ordeal of the cross is a 
French husband-and-wife team of yoga 
practitioners in the Dominican Repub­
lic, who offered themselves up in the 
cause of world peace and to demon­
s1ra1e the "power of mind over mailer." 
French-born Mystic Patricio Tamao. 
33, who is the founder of his own phi­
losophy, Tamaoism. was the first on the 
cross, which was on !he patio of a Santo 
Domingo hotel. Tamao. who planned to 
stay on the cross at least 48 hours, lasted 
half that long-19 hours with the cross 
in a horizontal position, 6Y, upright. 
When doctors advised him that any­
thing further would endanger his life. he 
yielded his place to his petite wife Ma­
ritza. 32. Incredibly, Maritza survived 
54 hours on the cross. 15 Y, of them up­
right. which might be a world record. 

For .Card Players, a Jesus Deck THERE are Jesus posters, Jesus pins, Jesus watches and even 
Jesus T shirts. Now there is a Jesus deck- the standard deck of 

playing cards made into a colorful bit of Gospel propaganda by 
Manhattan's U.S. Games Systems. Clubs, diamonds. hearts and 
spades become the suits of Luke. Matthew, Mark and John. The 
cards carry the evangelists' traditional symbols: the winged ox for 
Luke, the winged man for Matthew, the winged lion for Mark, the 
eagle for John. The standard 13-card suits prevail, designated one 
through king, but every card is a "picture" card. decorated with a 
biblical quotation and a full-color Gospel scene that seems a cross 
between tarot cards and Peter Max art. From the ace of Luke 10 
the king of John, the scenes tell a chronological story of Jesus' life. 
The king of Mark. for instance. is the Crucifixion. The jokers are 
"fools for Christ." A booklet accompanying the deck suggests vari­
ations on standard games. "Go Fish" becomes "Go Seek ." "War" 
becomes "Peace" (though the higher card still wins). "I Doubt It" 
becomes " I Believe." There are also " Inspirational Solitaire"' and 
"Gospel Bridge," and a variation of gin rummy called "Witness·· 
that requires the winner to read aloud the Scripture texts on the win­
ning cards. U.S. Games' next project: a Moses deck. 
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Jews an.d Jesus 
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RELIGION 

they are not regarded as conversion fod. 
der. StilJ, many Key 73 stalwarts resist 
any hands.off policy toward Judaism; 
they argue that to make nny exceptions 
in spreading Christ's message is to under· 
mino thn universnl validity or Christian­
ity. Tho Jewish question, ob~rrves Dr. 
John Anderson, a11 amh1hle Southern 
lTesbytcrian who sits on the Key 73 exec· 
utive committee, "touches n very sensi· 
tive nerve among Christians. We're at 
the point of a great theological debate 
on the subject." 

In one effort to win some kind of 
peace with honor, a Jewish delegation 
headed by Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum of 
the American Jewish Committee recent-

involved in Key 73, any change in hi~ 
attitude toward converting Jews would 
certainly affect morale within the cm­
sade. "Billy would never accept a two­
covenant theory," insists the Rev. John 
Streeter, a close friend of Graham and 
the Baptist head of Key 73 operations in 
the San Francisco area. "A Jew is just like 
overyone else. lf he does not nncej't 
Jesus ns bis savior, ho cnnnot be rig 1t 
with God." 

That sort of stand hP-lp.~ cxplnin why 
several Jewish orgRnizlltions arc taking 
precautionary steps. Agencies serving 
both Conservative and Reform Judaism 
have mailed to Jewish families special 
materials that are to be used to counter 
claims by Christian crusaders. Mean­
while, secular Jewish defense ngencie~ 
are closely wntching Key 73 for civil­

Except for occasion:il differences over 
Arab-Israeli tensions, relations between 
many U.S. Christians nnd Jews have pro­
gressod over · the last decade from a 
somewhat wnry fellowship to joint social 
witness, scholarly collnl>oralion and, in 
some casos, ncknowlrdgement of mutuol 
dependence. Encouraged by declara­
tions from Vatican Council II and the 
World Council of Churches, a number of 
Christian scholRrs hnve even arrived at a 
new "theology of Judaism" that places 
Jews off limits to Christian proselytizers. 
Their theory is that the promises made 
by God to Israel in Biblical days consti· 
titute an eternally valid covenant 
that, for Jews, was 11.ot abrogated · i··f".i.·~: "-'.·.· ~ .,. '~-· · ·~-~:~~'.-·~ 
by the "second covenant" estab- . · : . • ' .; ::" ._;<)··. ;....;.:~ .. · .j 
lished through Jesus Christ. ~. ~ ·i" ·. · t~" · .· t -~, ; 

Evangelical Christians, however, ~ . " 1 
• : • ..:;. - -- • " • • .-;:,:'-. .,, , ,..· • . .. 

still insist that there is only one ,\ ~ . 4: . ~\~~;\'\~~\~\ \ • ·:: 

way to reach Cod-a solid belief \ . : · ·; ~\ -. .~, ~'\~-.1\? \~ · · · :~ 

rights violations. In some instances, 
zealous Christian evangelists have 
gained J;>latforms in colleges and 
high schools, and some Jewish 
students have complained of man­
datory assemblies at their schools, 
that are aimed at countering sup­
posed political radicalism with 
conservative Christianity. 

in Jesus .. and h~. teach~gs. AnJ ,. .• :.: ·~ ~.~.7·-· , '·cf!~;\:.~\'\·:. ~.§'!f-';..;;'" · 
through Key 7~.I a mamve, year- • • , ~ : .: . :: .. ··~v $ ~ 'i:S~rd ; 
long crusade to call our continent ··'. . '.~\ ~'f' G •. 

6 
, ~?~\P ~.~~ ·i 

to Christ," the evangelicals hope .1 ;(.'·~ "·'": Cli-e;~ l", ~ \ .:A ·11·~ • Sky: "Everybody has the right 
to proselytize," says Reform Rabbi 
Balf<?ur Brickner, "but people also 
have the right to resist." Brickner 
distrusts, as do many Jews, ·the 
evangelical spirit that they see in 
Christianity just now. "This com.in~ 
together of religious nnd politicnl 
conservatism, cspeclnlly this looking 
to the sky for sslvatlon," he feels, 
"is exactly the kind of environment 
which led to the advent of Jesus 
2,000 years ago." 

to hameSS 100 million Christians r . • •-.,;f-!':J:l '- ( -:' j'I ; ti . . - t 

&om 140 participating church or- ~ : ~ ·1-'1·,. ~~~ ( ., ,, .:.i ~ r . : . . ~ J 
ganizations into a "troop-like move- ~" ·· .~- \J) \ .t ll ·· i 1 ~ · _ •• · • 
ment o.f messengers" for.Jesus. Not . .~.\~l ·.. . ~ £t~~-.:· t:·.1 .. ~:~ 
1Urprlsmgly. many Jow1sh leaders ~ • . ! 1 ' '\..\ "":. r,q·~.: I ~~·::... t .~ 
musculRT ~hrisl!anil>: th~.t se~ks ! • . .:~ J. ~-· j ;:.f\ ·. ~i};~ ·i5:. regnrd Key 73 as a return to a '.L "' . ~ . ·4 • tt •~ · ·"'.. ~· ·· · . 
to di~cred1t their fa11h. They re :\ ·/ ~ r.; .. -: \.: :l~ ~1 

: ; \. 

saying we are rejected by Cod · .. · ·. ./ 1 '· ·~· ·t· ~ : i ..: 
and need salvation," complains . " . ~f ; ,· '-: :L· · " C. · '.f_,~~ :~ 
York. 'T".1 in~ulted by that kind of ': .. ' .. ·~ ' .'' ~ r. ~ -~1... / ; · ,.: ~; 
Robbi Norman Frimer of New · ·•· · ·/ . ·~· ~-·.; ,-·:.~ 

presumption. ·: ~. ',·, -~-i , .. r ~ 
Indeed, the only kinds of Chris­

tianity that seem to appeal to 
young Jews are those messianic 
Jesus cults that offer ecstatic reli­
gious experiences and the promise 
that Christ is in fact about to reap­
peu io the Second Coming. To adult 
Jews, the most abhorrent of these 
groups is .. Jews for Jesus," which 
pickets outside of synagogues and 

. Crusade: Although Key 73 is not .! ,~ . ~ • ;~~· j,. f · · f' ,', !.' 
ai".1e? only at Jews ~r a!ly other :·~\ _: ··. :: ·. . · t '., . 
religious group, gu1<lehnes for . ' · . 1 ,-::r ;, · · . ,;.-.~~. ~ · 
phase three of the crusade, which ...:. -~··· -,:;;,.;:.:..;;;,:g._ - ..-r ..... •-0 · · _::i 
was launched on Ash Wednesday - · ·:.:- • ''8i'e- ~ . 
last week, include special direc- • ···~· .• ~ ~ - ·· - · - · · · - ~--07~ Ain.. 
tions for "sharing Messiah" with po· Jews picketing Jews: Beware the evangelists 
tential Jewish converts. Part of 
phase ~·s strategy is a doorbell-ring­
ing campaign, developed by the Campus 
Crusade for Christ, in which messengers 
use the pretext of taking a religious sur· 
vey to invite non·Christians to pray for 
faith in Jesus. "We don't interpret this 
campaign as coercive," says evangelist 
Bill Bright, director of Campus Crusade 
and national chairman of Key 73's ph:ise· 
three program. "If anybody loves the 
Jew, it's the true believer in Christ." 

In somewhat the same spirit, a signif­
icant number of Christians in Key 73 
have issued statements assuring their 
Jewish brothers that they will not be 
proselytized. In a memorandum from the 
U.S. Bishops' Ecumenical Committee, 
C:itholics in the 40 dioceses that arc par­
ticipating in Key 73 have been told not 
to look for converts within the Jewish 
community. Similarly, nearly two dozen 
local church councils and other Key 73 
agencies have publicly assured Jews that 

Newsweek, March 19, 1973 o 

ly joumeyed to the North Carolina home 
of star evangelist Billy Grttham. Follow­
ing their meeting, Graham issued a state­
ment declaring that "gimmicks, coercion 
and intimidation" have no place in evan­
gelism. "I believe," he declared, "that 
God has always had a special relation­
ship with the Jewish people." 
. Last week, G1'3ham acknowledged 

that he was "giving a lot of thought" to 
what that special relationship between 
God and Israel might imply for evange­
lists who want to proselytize Jews. When 
he returns from his own current crusade 
in South Africa, Graham told NEwsWEa:'s 
Kenneth L. Woodward, he plans to go 
before a Jewish audience with a fullex 
statement on Judaism. "The fact that in 
Cod's providence 16 million Jews have 
survived as Jews, despite scattering 
t hroughout the world," Craham allowed, 
"is a very mysterious thing to me." 

Although Graham is not personally 

teaches converts that they can accept 
Ch1ist without giving up their Jewish· 
ncss. "We believe there are two ways 
to becorr.e a Jew," says 31-year-old 
Moishe Rosen, a spokesman. "You can put 
yourself under the Mosaic covenant and 
obey the laws, which most Jews don"t. Or 
you can let Jesus make you kosher." 

Billy Crttham and Key 73 officials have 
publicly lauded "Jews for Jesus." But 
as Christian evangelists they have not 
yet responded to the question put to . 
them by the renowned Jewish scholu, 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, who died two 
days before Key 73 was inaugurated. 
"Do Christians really believe," Heschel 
asked, "that it is God's will that every 
synagogue throughout the world be 
closed?" The strain between tolerance 
and evangelism has always been a prob· 
lem in Christianity, and Key 73 has now 
brought it back into prominence, along 
with all its dangers and sensitivities. · 
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Conversion, 
BY ROBERT E. SEGAL 
-<.\!Seven Arts Feature) 

I 

For many younger 
Americans, the l950's ~ 
the decade of the big name 
bands; the ·1960'a the era of 
rebellion, revolution, and 
civil rights. wm the 1970's be 
written dawn aa the age of 
computerized conversion 
efforts in the name f 
Christianity'? 

We must raise lbe estion 
because "Key -Calling 
OurContin T Cbrist"-is 

. a system · ally~esigned 
and · that brings 130 
religious units into one 
gigantic effort to sweep 
thousands· of · North 
Americans inio the Christian 

' 

camp. Evangelical zeal, 
Madism Avenue techniques, 

) and a budget estimated as 
~ high as $18,000,000 are now in 
j operation. Previous sporadic 
: efforts like the Campus 
' Crusade For Christ and the 
• Jesus Movement seem 
· feeble preludes to "Key 73." 

Not a liWe puzzled and 
perturbed by this huge 
missionary effort, many 
Jewish 1Dlits have tensed up 
noticeably as the campaign 
get under way, To them, the 
lure of rock music as a 
proselytizing gimmick ·and 

. : 
the uneasy feeling about the 
Jews For Jesus movement 
were not high agenda items. 
But suppose the "Key 73" 
barrage pushes far beyond 
an effort to gather in the 
uncommitted or tO recaputre 
Christians · · who have 
strayed: suppose, indeed, 
that th~nds of Jews in 
high school and colleges 
start flirting with the new 
high-powered project and 
find themselves swept along 
emotionally? What then? · 

This is not to predict that 
this late 20th century 
m'issionary effort will ring 
up so many vic tories in 
Jewish provinces. But the 
fact that the efforts to 
convert will be conducted in 

.some instances in high 
school auditoriums and 
other public places helps to 
explain why the Jewish 
guard is up. Christian 
prayers for success before 
the football kick-off and 
evangelical performances 
between the halves are 
reported these days. So who 
can say that "Key 73" won't 
catch on ·with the cheer 
leaders and those .~ho 
equate gridiron fever with 
missionary zeal? 

In other eras, under other 
circumstances, efforts to 

l973Style 
convert Jews have been 
often shameful and cruel. 
Could the modern 
prosclytJzers possibly know 
that during the First 
Crusade the entire Jewish 
community of Tatisbon was 
forced into the Danube for 
baptism'? Should we remind 
1973 zealots that Pope· Paul 
IV allowed 60 Jews-even 
after conversion-to be 
burned to death'? Might we 
not illuminate the thinking of 
some who now charge in to 
win converts by going back 
to the tragic story of John of 
Chrysostom-Saint Jolm, the 
church insisted-held J~ws 
of his day unfit for Christian 
association. and' regarded 
synagogues as places ()f 
criminal assembly? Must we 
review the dismal story of 
compulsory baptism of Jews 
in the Middle Ages, the 
persistent use of the ritual­
murder charge in the 12th 
century, forced into the 
ranks of Christians, ·were 
dubbed marrano.s, a label 
translatable into "swine?" 

But far bette r than to sift 
through these miserable 
pages of sadistic and 
misguided conversion ef­
forts, the Jewish community 
today should tum again to 
the sage advice of Rabbi 

Robert Gordis. Like other 
thoughtful scholars, he has 
taken encouragement from 
the fact that the Second 
Vatican Couocil leaden had 
the good taste and the good 
sense to abandon an early 
draft of a proposal stressing 
the close relationship of 
practicing kindness to Jew& 
with hope for conversion of 
Jews. Then wondering aloud 
if Christianity can 
reasonably be asked to 
abandon its hope of con­
verting Jews, he has 
suggested that it should be 
possible for ChriS~ns to 
"recognize · that .. g-enuine 
conversion can come only 
through the grace of God and· 
in His own time." Judaism, 
he reminds those who will 
listen, accords to all men the 
right to preserve their own 
religious tradition and group 
individuality. This principle 
could also be made· ap­
plicable to "Key 73" if 
religious statesmanship 
prevails. 
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Individual yet cooperative 
The massive evangelistic movement 

called Key 73 which is currently going 
on across the U.S. is perhaps unique in 
recent ecumenical :--- -- · · -1 
history. ' - . 

The unique aspect I 
Is not the co-opera· i - ~ ~~ • · l 
tlon or various ~ 

'"· Protestant denom- · . 1 

inatlons among D' : i 
themselves and with i" / ; ,__ -
the Catholic Church ' · 
on a common 
project. That kind of 
co-operation has been going on among 
America's Christians for the past 
decade. 
_ The unique aspect of Key 73 is that 
it originated with America's 
fundamentalist and evangelical 
churches, and these churches are 
precisely the ones which hi~torically 
have been most cool to the ecumenical 
movement. . 

Fundamentalist churches are those 
which emphasize basic Christian 
doctrine: the lnerrancy of the Bible, 
the virgin birth, the divinity of Christ, 
bis redemptive death and 
Resurrection, his imminent second 
coming. Catholics, or course, accept all 
these doctrines, but believe that 
Christ's teaching also included a 
sacramental system, a hierarchical 
Church, and an infallible teaching 
authority. 

Most fundamentalist churches are 
also evangelical in as much as they are 
mission-minded and stress making 
converts both at home and abroad 
Included among fundamentalists and 
evangelicals would be such 
theologically conservative churches as 
the Baptists and the Missouri Synod 
Lutherans, as well as the various 
Holiness churches. 

In the past, these churches have been 
reluctant ecumenists. They have 
rejected participation in ecumenical 
designs such as COCU, the proposed 
merier of nine American !Protestant 
denominations. Not only have these 
churches not supported the National 

Council or Church~s. but they have 
often criticized it for .what they 
considered its lack of doctrinal 
conviction and its advocacy or socialist 
causes. The National Council of 
Churches h~. in tum hesitated to 
endorse Key 7 3. 1 

The fundamentalist J.urches have 
always feared that ecumenism would 
result in a watering down of Christian 
doctrine and a surrenderirtg of their 
own denominational autonomy. 

In planning Key 7 3 they tried to 
safeguard the doctrine and practice or 
each participating church by agreeing 
that each church would separately 
develop its programs, simultaneously 
carry them out tor maximum impact 
on the community, and co-operatively 

use the news media to publlci2.e their 
campaign. . , 

The perstmal contact which is an 
essential part or serious evangelism 
would then be carried out by tbe 
individual members of the 
participating churches. 

Key 73 is unique in America's 
ecumenical history. 

It presents the anomaly of a group 
of reluctant Protestant ecumenist like 
the fundamentalists pushing an 
ecumenical crusade which is endorsed 
by the National .Conference of 
Oltholic Bishops, but which ls· not 
supported by the most 
ecumenical-minded of Protestant 
organizations, the National Council of 
ChU1"'1..r· 
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cmcAGO DAILY NEWS, Saturday.Sunday, ' Feb~ 17~18; 1973 ... ; 

;iSalvation: · ~ust,JewS ·· conOOrtf~r 
" t' . . . . 
•. · Dy James H. Bowman . · • . . , . . gan ('caJllng our ~ootlnenL to,Chrlst') and de·. ·centuries;; , . . . . !; Dally News Religion Writer • · ·· rJlared · .. obJectivo: (of . .'· J{ey 73) are Q}tl~e ·.: · .·"Bible· believer". is. sug~esled in piace 
, · · · provocative" · ·1

• •• "th ' ti " d" t' f Bibi b 11 · •· 1 • • Will Jews o to hell if they don't convert to · · · . · · ' . ·. . . . ris an:, an •:!ee mg 0 e c ever " ! ; ; ChrlsUanity{ . .i' : . . . . · . • . . . . He has no qu~rrct w~th .K~Y.,~'s. "ri~~t t~ . ·· instead of c~u.r~I~. . : . .. . . . . . .. . 
·~: : · Two ChicagO:area leaders or. Key 73, a na- · . . . P.roclaim the t~th a.s It se.es It, but he clteS . NA1'l0NAL KEY 73 leaders have taken 
:: ; tlonwlde. eva!lgelism. campalg:ri, won't go as ?· . . • the .dul! ~o~: lo· ofr~!1~ .tl~e · ,co~~clen~.~ . ~f. · .... stand against coerc:;lve tactics, and some toe 
" :' far· as to say thRt, but. they do think that - · . :~ther beheving pc~plc. · ' .. , . · · . · . . ministerial groups ha\'.e rejected the Idea 
('; Jews, · a.long with Rll ·other. non-Clll'lstians,. · Groups such as the California-based ".Jews seeking the conversion ofJews. · 
1;.; "~~ed" to •be converted. . , . : for Jes1~s" are am?ng those. ~ho make ·a . . . ·One of the.sc is tJie . Chicago·area Key 
I; . . Anyone who w.ants to be part or tl~e etc~; · . , . · strong pitch for Jewish co~v~rs1ons an~ wh.~ .. chairman, the Rev. Dr. Henry w. Andersc 
"~'. nal plan of God needs to become a Chr1st_lnn, · , · are "riding the· conltalls oC Key ~3 publicity, :- · .. pastor of First Presbyterian Church In . 
:'. said U1c.Rev. Robert Lesher or Itasca in an Rabbi Tannenbaum said. . · · Grange. · . · . . 
1 • interview. , : · · · · · · · . : _. . · · . . . "Jesus made me kosher," says a snappily ·, . "Jews are already God's people,'' said I 
,. . PASTOR LESHE~, o!· St. ,Matthew's ' Lu- ~.. · · · · . \Yrillen folder distributed l'>y the California .' Andersen.· "God chose U1em and In his w 
I~ '.. theran . Chu.rch; ' ts ·chairman of the Phase / " • ~nde~scn .. . ·: : ; - • · · ... n,1a~c~ard · . ': . ' · group, in whi~h · a , man 

1
is cartooned asking, :. · . don_'1· called them to bo lits people and I ace£ 

·. ! . : Three part of Key 73 111 this area - the · , . : .. · . •: · : · ,·, : .. '. · . .. ·. .. ·: ·: ; "Rabbi, w11at s ~ J,ew~ .'.. :and the. nb~J an:·.•\' i·· ttiat. I just le.11ve the Jews.to God.''· ..... 
. «; '. springllme errort to "call our continent to the ·,· . me" Is what conversion adds to a Jew's rcli- swcrs, ".OY+ 'don't a:ik.'t · ! • • 1 1 ... • '. ;· : .. ~: ! . . : ·: · · .. ;·.: on' "NOE: RSE·N;S · . ..iE ·5 ' : . 

' . resn .... ectlon' " .. .. ·. . . I . • g'on "W thl k th de 'ut· J .~. ·' ill . . . . .. •, . . . ... . . • n • • r R ONAL conce .. , ,... .· · · · · . . ' · e 11 e vo ew or ninuu w ·' · TIPS to POTENTIAL evangelists offei·cd , .. ·. · · h ' "tl\ I · · 'h ·· 
• • His views are echoed by the Rev Maurice . · go to hr>ll " Mr Dlancharrl said "But you have • · . . , . . . will lie .wit 1 e louse ~ 11slians. first a 
; ' Blanchard, as~istent pastor or Flr~t Baptist .. ' ' to lea;e ~ome;of those things in t11e hands of .. : by a g~oup ~ailed Peace for Js~ej, (!f }!ol~y; .ii ··~then the q~a~l·rellgi.o~s: people .or our c~unt 

Cb h Oak p rk h I h I r . . th r I G d " ' r .. . ·.. . : . . . . " . WOQd, l 1.~ .•. in~lude. a sug~est~~ .~ocab~l~ry .. ~.o .. .. r .. w_ho. ldenl1fy lQO eas1Jy, :N.llh the Amcrlc 
. ~ ·. ~c ' . n , w o ~ f<>-C a r~a~ .o . e mercl u o . "':. . . . : . . use. when approaching Jews;,,. , ... :• .... "11. , _ .• ; ... \' :' ' f tir ,, ' . ' ..... : . . . . 

, .Ch1cago-area· Key7J,······- :;"· , · ·:_ .... .. · · ··: :.\";· . ... 1 .. . !. , ._ . ., ... , ··~·. 1 •·, i:'·'.t· . ·i: wa)'o e. ; . !' • •. ·,. \·· · 

: .. ; . "'the· Jewish faith finds Its' tulflllment In · ·.! 'This theological ~osltio.ri· alld : the. fea1· of ·ag- ·1 
'. " Use ·~esslah ·.Instead or Ch,nst,' ~.r says.: ·, .. · :· tast ~r al

1
l:' he .w?uld go ·to .l.hc. '.'out-nnd-c 

~ . Jesus the messiah.~' Mr. Blanchard said. . • , · gr<;Jsslve~ even coercive, ev,angehsllc tactlcn : lhc Training Mnnual foi;. Sh\lrll'lg · Messl~h · ,-. ._1,secuhmsts .. '· . . . . . 
. "'We are' ihtcrested .tn mnlritalning (Chris-"· has Jew1sl1 leaders conccme,d ove~ ~ey 7:1. . . wltlt ~ewlsh People, a resource b?ok o~fered . 111e .com.petit1011 for rchgl~n-prone people 
·· tlan-Jewlsh) dlalog " he said "but any hoii· . which has support from .most marnlme de· In n Key 73 manual. The rensun given J~ that ·Christian, Jewish or othcrw1:se - may dev 

est Jew or Christia~ knows ·111~t the New Tes· nominations i•l addition· to cvnngelicals and "l11c average Jewish pe.rson .thinks lhut 1:f1e op into a running battle In tltc comln~ year. 
tarnent Is the extensloil and fulfillment of the fundamentalists. · · . word 'Christ' ha:; no Jewish meaning." . · , 

1 
• ·; .:: ·."·.The hopes or many churchmen and worn 

Old Testament." : .. I "Tree'' Is s11ggeslcd Instead or "cross" he- . ·is that interfaith relations and American T~ 
~~TA!llNEN.8..(\.1)~1~ or the cau~c the c:ross "hos been used as a symbol gious tolerance are not c:aught.in any fal 

BOTH CHURCHMEN agreed tlrnt "elemal Amcm;an Jewish Commillcc, says, "The slo- of pcrsccutio11 to the Jewish pr.oplc for m:rny crossfh·e. · 

it? 
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Concerned Eisendrath said that while 
.. "".:. 

-Jews ¢ye--. 
. . .. . : : .. . 

'I~ey. 1~3-~ .: 

- Key '73 and the older but simi­
lar Campus Crusade for 
Christ, "while not directed 
specifically at Jews, are nev­
ertheless putting unwarranted 
and · unnecessary pressure 

~ I upoo Jewish young people 
· . ·which. both distresses and dis-

WASHING TON .(UPI) 
:American J ews are concerned 
by the growing : evangelical 
thrust of Christiari churches, 
expected to culminate this 
year with a massive "Key 
'73" campaign. 

They see it as a threat. to 
the Jewish community - par­
ticularly the young people. ..-

:Riibbi M__µc.. Tanenbaum. na­
tiaoal director of interreligious 
affairs for the~ e -
ish~~d recently 
at an AJC convention, ''A 
Christian ·theology based on 
the negation of Judaism and 
that sees Christianity as a 
substitution for . the Jewish 
faith will bave the human ef­
fect ot destroying · the exist­
ence. of the Jewish people. ... 

Rabbi Maurice N . . Elsen­
drath.. president of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congre­
gations and Jong an activist in · 
ecumenical affairs, said fail­
ure of Christian churches to 
confine such efforts as Key '73 
to Christian youth "could 
damage the carefully cultivat­
ed roots of .Christi._an-J ewish 
relations in our society and· 
destroy the fabric of pluralism · 
and religious freedom." 

Key. '73 is a nationwide cam­
paign involving more than 130 
evangelical, mainline Protes· 
tant and Roman Catholic de­
nominations, agencies and 
para-ecclesiastical groups. 
T'11ey. are using all forms of 
t.i.e mass media to "call tbe 
continent.to Chri~t." 

turbs us." 
"It is inevitable," he said, 

"that missionary movements 
such as the old American 
Board of Missions to the Jews 
and tbe newlv-formed Jews 
for Jesus movement, whose 
primary aim is to convert 
Jews, will gain impetus from 
Key '73 and the Campus Cru- 1 

sade." 
He appeaied to the National 

Council of Churches and the 
National Conference of Catho­
lic Bishops to "take every pos­
sible step to restrain the ex· 
cessive zeal of the fundamen­
talist evangelical groups, par­
ticularly as these groups r.lay 
subject young Jewish people 
and adults to repeated harass­
ment and attempts at coer-
cion." 
·Rabbi Balfour Brickner, 

director of tbe UAHC's Inter­
faith Department, said his de­
partment is preparing materi-

. als and , programs aimed at 
helping Jewish young people 
challenge statements made by 
Christian evangelicals in their 
conversion attempts. 

· Jewish young people must 
know how to respond to Chris­
tian fundamentalists who use 
biblical proof texts to amplify 
their points, Brickner said. 
. Qr.e Jewish leader close to 

' the· campus scene, Rabbi Ste­
.\ ven Shaw, director of the Hil­

lel foundation at Rutgers Uni-
' versity, sees the problem 
\ somewhat differently. / 
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'l.'o: Heport to the Public Affo.irz Co:::.r:1i ttee 

:f'r·orn: 
Jie.b.rew-Christin.n It.over.:ent 

$~b..,.Cormnittee 0:1 Key '73 and . liC:brew Christians has met a nd discussed special 

problems arisinr, out of these h10 Move:r.ents . The· meetine was attended by 

professioncls end lay representatives of all the raajor ·clefense a.rid Je...,.ish Civil 

RiGhts Organi;;ations and the Bourd of Rabbis. We examined o.11 information 
· .. ' . . ~ 

reachin~ us on t!/e subje?ts_ a::ici. discussed it with specio.l consider'a.t:i.on of the 

follo-dng potential sources of tro:;ible: 

a. Does the Hebrew Christian !-~over.tent affect many Jewish people 

and is it -sponsored or abetted by major Christian faith groups? 

b. Does Key '73 direct a major part of its effort toward American 

Jews? 

c. . Do the activities of Key ''(3 contribute substantially toward . 

f~eling~ of anti- Seffiitism. 

d . Does Key ' 73 sponsor ac_tivities which are contrary to the principle 

of separation of Church and State. 

The co!:l!Uittee gained the impression that there was l ittle indication that 

Key ' 73 presented a major challense to the Jewish community in the Chicago 

·-···--are~. It was decided to sather further information and carefully watch . . . 
developments. Certain members of the cot:tmittee. accepted assienments to con-

tact· religious leaders and to monitor the activities of the Hebrew Christian 

· Movement, especial·ly the McCormick Hali meeting .featuring Moshe ~osen ; 

I n pursuance of these activities ve can report the following: 

. . 

· · .:.. ··-· a~··The Mosl:le Rosen meeting vas com·;r..;_etely in the spirit of the Evangelical 

... 1 .·. ; 

; ... · arid Pentecostal 'Christian Movements and did not seem to have the backing 

'f 

Jv 
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.· 
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of -the 111"!ldin line" deno..1'1.inntions. The Jewish youth were conspicuous 

by their ahser.ce. The prof"cs:::.ionals who a.ttended had the· feeling 

they were the only .. revish people 5.n the ha.ll. 

b. Your chnirr.ian and the executive of -the Board of Rabbis coritact~d the 

leaders of the Catholic, Methodist., United Church of Christ, ancl other 

groups and was assured that .the main thrust of Key-·'73 was £!t:fin:itel:y:_ 

not· toward Jewi:;;h conversion. Even less could the~· foresee any anti-
• . ,.· 

· / ·semi tic overtones. Uhofficiall:/ \.!e were told by these leaders that 

they had res~rvations · abo\1t the methods of Key '73 and doubted its 

effect:i,veni::ss . 

c. The coordinator of Key_ '73 in our area· seems to be a Reverend Anderson -

of LaGrange. He is not well 1~no;;-m. · We are yet trying to_ make contact 

with h.im and discuss Key '73 activities with ref;ard to the Jewish 

.. 
c·ommun i ty. 

I 

d • Your chairman interv5.ewed various high school groups, confirmation 

classes and students of the Illinois campus and found an almost unanimous 

opinion that the activities of Key '73 and Hebr~w C~ristia.ns are of no 

effect in most high schools and· very marginal on the college campus • . 

The majo!"ity of the Jewish high school youth even seemed to be ignorant 

of the· meaning of Key '. 73. 

·e. The North West · Rabbinic Fellm;ship had 8: meeting with the principals 

of the high schools of the N?rth We:st Suburbs, Among the rna.ny subjects 

discussed, the question about. conversionary activities ' was also raised. 

The principals ~eferred to the various codes of .. conduct of the respective 
0 

schools, all of which seem to indicetc that such activities. are fro~-ned 

upon. -, 
., / 

,,. ·' 

.. . J3 
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f. 'l'hi;:re seemed to be so:ne uneasiness among the p~rents of Jewish t;tudents 

of one North Shore High School. It ceens that Key '73 held meeting s 

previous to the bc:;r.inr1ing of the · cla:::~es on schoql. property. Then~ 

wo.s also e. distribution of handbills. .l\fter careful exaJnination of' . . 

this situation it Wl!.s: felt· that · therc was no major infraction of the 

principle of' Church and. State and it wa:::; :::;ugc;ested that the parent~ 

should cope with this problem. In the meantim~ this situation seel!ls-to 

ha.Ye. quieted down . • 
. , 

CONCWSIONS: . .. We are l)appy to report that in the area of Key '73 the present 

situation does not seem to .warrant 'e.ny alar~ or majo:i.· protest. or other activity. 

To a degree this. also appl.ies to the Hebrew Christian Movement. In making this 

statement we want to emphasize .three "caveats". 

1. This report covers only the Chicaco Metrop.oli tan area .~nd cannot 
\ 

automatically be applied to other regions or states. 

2. Wc ·are not saying that there is no threat to our youth through 
. I 

Chri5tian conv-ersionary activities. We a.re only expressing the 
. . 

thought that the present activities of the Hebrew Christian Movement 

in Chicago has not been effective • 

. 3 . We may expect a definite increo.se in Key. ' 73 activities and possible. 

anti Semitic i nnuendos during the Easter holiday . We vill try to 

monitor the situation a~d hope that our contacts will preclude too 

many. unpleasant incidents. 

~ . . . 
·• 

/ 
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Hr. El~o.ib~ff£'.~d . a .~~9~stion on a matter .of ·style .in the wording of the pro­
posed revis1.ons·~ : ::He }l~d· ·that since " irl.1A%:~icl.e., I~. ' Se.ction .2 "me~r-" is defined · 
..as . .an . .. o'r9anizati~ ~~- · .·. ~.· ~ .-.ip Artide .· :r~·~ , Secti,.on. ~~,,_, t.11~: .:~fer~~c:e .. should. be to -

· "rep~5entat~ws-at"'."l~~.~ .. " .. ~~~er· .th&• t.0·1 ':'rnembers,~at-large~ •.• .l:le .further. suggested 
that this ·!mange should. pe made throughout the ·proposed revised-. Constitution. where• 
ever t.ht?: ·ph·rase· "merrb~·~~a1;;:-~~rge" . appears. Ur. · Dubinsky asked if there .. was any .. 
objection·:. "·:· There was. nprie,.' ·and it was ·agreed that this be done • 

. " '· :... j: _, , 1:.: ' . i . ~ . • ·.- : ' .' "' . . . ·. . • • . . · .. - : • • " ·. . . ' • . / ~ . 

. . ·Mr• . Saris .sta~ ti)e.r~ w.~{'.#onsiderable ~s.cussion on. the'_ subject of const-itution~ 
re·visic>n se'VE!ral years ago. ~e p:Z.opos_ed c~an.ges at .that tiuie were ·scl>mi.tted .to th'e ... 

-·various orqanizations, and most of "them discussed them prior to the JCRC meeting. 
There were ""full discussions at Council meetings and ·meetings of the· Constitutional ',' 
Revi~ion Corranittee at that time': · •ii'e.· requested that the minutes of the meetings that '.. 
tOok p.lace at that· time be sW:?~ttcd to all the representatives prior to the · ·., . 

· Februaey 13 meetin9. · " · -- · :· 

M~. -o~insky ·repli~d that the JCRC lost a secretary through death several weeks · 
a90. and we have not: yet found a replacement. He noted that .Mr: ·Baris' ·suggestion . 

· - · .would requi-re much extra work whiCh:' t:he ·council office mi¢1t not be able to get .. out. 
1ie S'ta~d ·th·~t ·~e matt;:~ of r_epresE'.~tatives-at-lar9e was never '.voted on b~ ~e-. Counci\ .. 
Mr. Bari.s· sa.J.d l.t was withdrawn as a1-compromise to 9et the rest of the- rev.isi.ons · ·· 
"passed. . Fie said the Ar!.leQ.!=an Jewish Congr~ss met and ·considered the matter at <Jreat · 
length . three years ·a90. 'ihe vote he would cast on February 13 would be in line with 

. . AJCong.i;:ess ·policy. He felt the only \·1ay to (Jet a.'l accurate discussion on the 13th 
~ould be to have .access .to the previous minutes . .. Mt. DUbinsky -.h .ad ;no ·objection to . 
this, but noted it would· be an administrative problem as to ·wh'ethet the JCRC office 
could get the copies out on time. He said 'it would be done, if possible • 

. ;· •: . : . ' ·· ··' 
! • 

. . ~ : . . . : i ANNOUNCEMENTS .. '~ ·~ .. ~ ( ·.: . •, 

. ' ·( -: l i. : . , - . . :-... ·' ... ... 
·1. Mr.' sta'6k·-announced tha~ on Tuesday, . ~anuary · 23, the Urban: Affairs. Seminar 

of "the JCRC would meet in the .council office at noon. The speak.er .-will be Prof~ ._John 
·Le-onard, Dean of the School of Business at Southern Illinois University. He w~ll 
·speak on "Affirmative Action, .Preferential Treatment -and Qu9tas .• " 1\11. Council-. ~epre­
sentatives , arc invited to attend, ·and are urqed to contact the . JCRC· office if they . 
wish ~ have lunch. . .. .. .. 

' : 

:·· · 2~ :iOn sW,day, Jan~~cy 28, at 2:30 :p •. n_t., at B'nai El . Temple, the JCRC and ten 
other· o~ganizatfbns are co-sponsoring Prof. Raul Hi~r9 in a . talk on the. Holocaust ~ 
·At. that ·time, a tt:avelin<J exhibi~ on tjle Holocaust will be available for viewing. 
The American J~i.sh Committee organized tlie program, and the exhibit is beinq,bro~ght 
to s~. Louis by Hillel. .. Those prei?.ent were urg~d .. to attend, . ~nd tq .publiciEe the pro-... ;a 

. gram within thei~ own or9anizati<;>PS· ,.. , ·· · ._,,, . · :. 

:/ .... "KEY .73" !· 
. ·; : ': .. 

• . • : . : • . . : ~ . .. : • • • j . ~· .... ~ • . . "': ·,:. 1 .: ... : .. : • 
Mr.. Dubinsky asked Mr • . Go!dsteil) to.,r~port. oo . '!KeY.· ,1,3", a natJ;onal program 

spon~ored by the Christian· c~~'lluni t:Y'. .. )i:~"~ote«~: th~t i.ir~ · ~_oldstein .:is· a i Vice-chaiµaan 
of the National Jewish Cont-nun{ty Rel(lt;i_o~1.A~visory Goun~i'l/ and is .~aircan O~ : that . 
body's Co.~ssion on Church~stat~ .. and ~Interreligious . Re!at!onships·. . . .. .• . . . . . . .- ·. \ . . . -. -

·' . .... , · ; 
~ . ~ . ~. 

._,; 
·.· .. :: ... 
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--.. · Mr. Goldstein stated .that Key 73 is an aggressive, nation~wide campaign 
des.icjned to· sh.are .the claims and . gospe.l of. Jes\lS .Christ.· · It is· ·an .evangelical 

· · .. pr09ram,' ·pripua.d .ly .. Protes'tant,. .. but. also with the support. "of ' some Roman Catholic 
qroups ~ · It i:ncludes mainline .and liberal ·pro testant denominations, as well as tile 
fundamentalist ones. 'Ibey feel they have lost contact with their young people and · 
this may he a ·methOd of 'reaching them. The program has-.been iri preparation for a · 

. long 'ti.me . .. At' 'a' convocation 'in Texas about eight months ago, thousands of· young 
people were trained tq participate in the program. They have had one : TV special; .: 
and othe-rs are planned. They also plan neighborhood surveys; going from door · to 
&:>or· to ·. inqui~ · ff the residents have accepted Jesus • 

. · .. , . ·,. 
·'!here Ji.as ·been a considerable abount of concem within the Jewish community · · 

about this matter, Hr. Goldstein reported, and Cited meetings where it has been 
discl.issed by' the NJCRAC, the Co~cil of Federations and Uelfare Funds, · etc. The 
Jewish cominuni ty is concerned because: . .. 

(1) The involv.ement of Jewish young 'people in the "Jesus Revolution" has 
been played ·up, and some persons believe played up out of proportion. . . . . . 

; . 
· "_(2} . Prosely~izing eff~rts necessarily, denigrate Judaism · : ·· .... ·. \ . ' I • 

(3) Evangelism is primarily fundamentalist, ·and many roots of ·anti-Semitism . 
u~· Jn ideas and feelings about the deicide of Christ. 

t : 
(4) A nwrber .of Jewisb lea~ers.haye ~uggested that there is a ki~d of obscenity 

so soon after Aus chwi. tz to .en9a9e· in nu.ssionizing to the Jews • 
. ./ .' I 

· 'I 

Mr. Goldstein noted ·that .proselytizing, or the freedom to do so, falls within 
the rights of freedom of religion and freedom of speech. It also follows that any 
.Point. o.f .unfair tactics can be rejected. Unfair tactics would include the· use of 
public schools, the involvement of public s-chool teachers, etc., in proselytizing or 
in p·r~~tion of the J<e"y 73· program. 

Hhile all the caveats ·have not been formulated .ye~, there · are some obvious ones, 
Mr. Goldstein said. Thes e include·: (1) Don• t over-re·act -:.. the claims of the number 
of Jews converted have not been verified; (2) Don• t join the "numbers· game" and re-- . 
pe·at ·these; (3) Avoid debates with evangelicals, either publicly or privately; (4)Don•t 
engage in stereotypes; (5) The Jewish community may be long overdue in beefing up educa-

. tion .in what Je_wish values really are. our J ewish agencies 'need to make . coounon coW\sel 
to. find out where the threat is coming from and what the best answers are; 

I . 

Arid fin~l.ly, Mr. ·GoldSt.efn cautioned: · "Keep your cool." He sa:i:<;l Jews have 
been :going through this for ·2000 years and .can weather it once aqain ~ 

#0 • ; .. .. 

Mr. Dubinsky thanked Mr. Goldstein for his presentation. Mr. Cooperman· noted 
that the official Key 73 I·lanual h~: specific instructions. for proselytizing Jews. He . 

I noted thc::it it coul~ ~e obtained :from .the ' local Key 73. he adquarters for $3.00. Mr. 
Ryweck stated that it should. be ·rea:ernbered that the main emphasis of .Key · 73· is for · 
christians • . and is an attempt to strengthen Christianity among those who may have 
·falien 'away;." . 11~.~· Goldstein said he was .glad Nr. : flyw·eck had mentioned this , . It 'is 

,' , • : • I : f •, : :'' • ;, ·. : •, • o' 

0 

'• I • ; ~ • • • 
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true,· and .some key Protes.tant .. leaq~rs have'.·stated .. that Key · '.73 is not spec~fically 
.diz:ected to Jews~ ·:;. ?'.-::;.".' • ·; : .... · ·'···' ···:··. ,·. : ~:, •. 

• 
., ~.CP LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

. : ...... 
.... 
' ·. 

.. ... 
"·· Hr. Dubinsky reported he had ·recently attended an NAACP function4 .' and· was 

: ':: shocked to notice," upon· looking through the program, that no Jewish organizations · 
-. ;-. . ; i(lnd no . synagogues were · listed in the category of those who suworted the NAACP 
·''· · through "life memberships." There were some Jewish .individuals listed, but· ~ery 

, ··few. · · . .. · . . . : .. . 
He stated that ·the J€·BC would take out a Life l1ettbe~hip, .to be payable over 

a ten-year period, in the name of the Council. ·· He hoped that the constituent 
or9'ailizations would consider this matter with their memberships' : and tey to do 

. th~ same. The ·work of the NMCI» is vital to the maintenance of our free, democra-
• .1.· . . 

· ·. :tic : sooie·ty. 

SUMMER TRAVEL STUDY FOtn-IDATION 

, -Mr. Dubinsky ·recalled 'discussion at a previous meeting re9ardin.<i ·t:he statu5 · 
of the . Suxrmer Travel study Foundation. .Mr. Packman, who is present ·today, and 
Rabbi Jacobs ·were two of the stalwarts .. ~f that group, both of whom at.tended a . 

· ·Pleetin9· ,.,,i.th F'ederation and JCRC repres.en.tatives. Mr. · DUbinsky ·explained for 
the benefit ·of those who were riot presen~ . at the earlier Council meeting, that 
the Summer Travel study _Fo\llldation had o~r the years arr;artqed for Christian clergy 

·and educ.ators to spend ,'a ·summer in . Israel and the Middle East, studying. the problems, 
and visi tin9 points of interest.. Those who were afforded this opportunity returnen 
comnitted to the · cause of Israel. . .... ~ 

At th~ joint meeting of the three groups·, it was de~ided- not"to ·take over: 
.. the ~rporation, which is defunct. The JC~ will try to do the adminl.strative 
work for such a program, but will n~.t raise any fUnds for the program. There 
are several alternative met.hods of ~Und-raisin9, 'which can be explored at a later 
date. · No funds will be needed fo~ the current year, because a plan has been worked 
.out in conjunction with the National Conference of· Christians and Jews to send four 

:·"clergymen to Israel, and· they will be leaving within a couple of .weeks. · 
•,' ' ... · . .. : 

Mr. Elson noted that he attended the meeting referred to by ·Mr. Dubinsky.. He 
has .n.o .objection to the . JCRC doing the administrative work. · However, the: 'finances 
-would h~V!? to ··come through the Federation, and he ·suggested that they not become . , ·· 

· part ~f· the 'JCfiC budget. He felt it would inflate the ·budqet, and not fairly re~ . ,.; ... 
fleet the actual costs of the work done by. the JCRC. He thought the· Federati on 
should retain control 'of the fWlds, and the JCRC should draw on ~em as 'it became · 
ne~essary to. use them, 

_ )~. f: ~ iaks tn6ved that the JCRC accept the adll\inis trati~n o.f ·the program . as .: .. : 
outline.d by Mr. Dubinsky. 'l'he motion was seconded and ca.rried . ... , : · '· ,_. ··· ·: " 

..... ... 
. , ;_. ;.: . 

: . 

. · .. !i·· 
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I . 
• 

, .. , -"':'"' 'wJ ..,,. • •• .. 
-"""! .... .,,-... 

... '- • ' ' ~ \ I . i . - , . .,__ 

' ( 
./. 

r-r.~· ) e, t-l L ~(1-3 .. 

/· 
··. 

-6-
' • .,I 

,, ' J .,.-

GUEST SPEAKER - DR. LEO PFEFFER 

-Dubinsky :exi)ressed the Co~c~ l's ·9rati tude to the American Jewish Congress 
in ltlaking it possibl-e to have Dr. Pfe-ffer as the guest speaker today. Heiny persons 
here know Dr. Pfeffer very ·well, he said, but he gave a brief biographical sketch 
for thos_e who did not. He noted that Dr. Pfeffer is perh~ps the .countey's leading 

, expert in the field of constitutional law. In the field of civil" rights, he occu-
'pies an unusual position in being a nationally recogni ze_d scholar, teacher and 

> · ·authority, and a.t the same· time ·an active practiti(?ne r .. in the. courts.· A li:st°()f 
the cases in which Or. P.fef.fer has appeared as counsel ·reads like -a -roll•call of 
.~e .outs.tanding ~~su~s. _pf~ecting .freedom of religion . and separation of church ·and 
state over the. past tw~nty years. He is in St. Loui? to plead in tbe case. of 
·Berrera vs. Wheeler before · the U,S. Circuit Court of Appeals, which _was heard this 
morning. Dr. Pfeffer's books, which ar~ . acknowledged as classic.sin their field, 
include The Liberties of an American; Church, State and Freedom;. Creeds in Competition; 
and This Honorable Court. Mr. Dubinsky -introduced Dr. Pfeffer. 

- 1-IL ~ ~-n~ · 
\ ~--- Pr. Pfeffer thanked Mr. Goldstein for giving him his theme. As Mr. Goldstein 

pointed out, Key 73 is not ainied at Jews. It · is aimed· at 'Christians who have become 
indifferent to Jesus, and the Key 73 leaders want to bring them back into the fold. · 
Nobody can take exception to this. What is our · concern:, then? . While Key 73 is aimed 

\ I 

· at Christians,· it does not exclude Jews... The "Jews f~r Jesus" movement is looked 
upon with favor by Key 73, _Dr. Pfeffer said. Jew~ c~ be .subjected to its ·influence. 
It is a personal threat to many young Jews. · They· are not satisfied .with what is 

. available to them in the synagogues today. They are loOJ~inc;i for something e ·lse. 
'!his is the probl.ern for the Je\.,ish conmunity. · · · 

. H.e no~ed ·that recently., the .~rican Civil Liberties. Uni9n, wl.th .the cooperation 
of the American Jewish Congress, brought a suit in the District Coµrt in Washington, 
D.C., to outlaw compulsory chapel attendance in the service academies ~ The NJCRAC and 
the Synagogue Council of America joined in the amicus ·b-rief. The Supreme Court of 
the Unite<l States affirmed the decision that compulsory chapel was unconstitut~onal . -
But at the s ·arne time, the Chief Ch.apiain has sent out letterS to chaplains in all mil­
itary ·services asking them to CO()pe.rate with. Key 73. We ·are concerned because there 
are a lot ··of -Jewish soldiers in the armed . foi;-ces·. 

. . 

\·1hat is more dangeroiis to Jewish survival is the 'use of high schools and colleges 
for Key ·13. 'Ille plans contemplate gettin~ Ke y 73 into the schools through Bible clubs, 
prayer meetings, etc. This poses a direct threat to ~ewish youngsters ~ho ·are striv-

. ing and looking for answer?. What do Jewish· agencies do about .this? Dr. Pfeffer/said 
we consider t.:.1is a flagrant viola~ion . ·of· the · First .i\inendment. .The , public school i .s 
not the place for spreading Chris.tianity~ Suits will ·J?e filed, if necessary, ·to halt 
such praqtices. The · only weapon we -.have ·is the Consti~uti9n. of the IJnited States' •. 
The First Amendment ·says ·,. _no law. respecting an ·establishment of reii9ion" i and Key 73 
is establishment of _religion .. 

But, said Dr. Pfeffer, if we use ·this on the one hand, can : we then sa;{; ··"GiVe ·us 
money for our · Jewish day schools. and yeshive:>t"? Somebody e lse ·might, but he rioted he 
could not say this. There is oniy one separation clause in the Constitution and it 
applies to everybody. There is not one for Jews and one for Christians. 

I 

··- ~ 



. -· - ......... ~r /--7 7 . - . ... 

R E L I G I 0 U S N E tl S 

DOMEST::LC SERVICE - 3-

NCC . PLANS DEPAR'TI·1ENT ON 
CHRISTIA!·J- JEW: SH ENCOUNTER 

By Rcll;ious Ne~·1s Service ( 3-5-7 3) 

S E R V I C E 

MONDAY, MARCH 5, 1973 

PITTSBURGH (PJ.rS) -- The National Council of Churches voted here to S€t 
up a new de~rtmcnt "to make Chris~ian-Jewish encounter in the U.S. mo:::-e 
adequate and effective." 

·-
In approving the move, the Gcver!ii:1g 3oard of the Protestar.t-Ea.stern 

Orthodox council fol2..owed an eaJ.."l:.c:c sus-q(•;:tion by the World Council ·of 
·churches . 

". 
· However, the discussion abou4: the need =or t!'le department was set in 

the context of the :i~ey 73 evange::'.s-::ic t!1rust and Jewish concern over the 
impact on Jews of Ch:-istian evangeliso. 

t\lhile Je,·:ish concern has been expressed over Key 73, the greatest 
concern has been ge~e:-ated by groups with the stated purr-ose of converting 
Jews to Christianity. '\ 

There was no opposition to the r~~olution establishing the del_)artment 
among the 150 Governir.g Board me:.ibe:-s present, but the:r·e was i1eated debate 
on the t opic.s of evangelism and pluralism. 

The depart:lcnt is expected to be funded by speci~l contrib~tions from 
the 32 member Chu:-ches. · ·· · · ··· · - · · -

- ·-- --· -····-
__ .. _ ... ...... , .. :-. -~~...-.-:::-·.-=~-·-----:..~:---~·::_.-:-:"'··.·-:. :: ... ·~·· ···-·-' -~-·.-.... ·-:-·· .. 

·rn the resolution, the Governing Doard took pains t9 e~phasize that 
it sees Key 73 it:self as a responsible movement. It voiced ·11deep interest 
and conce:n for the reported grcwing participation in general eva!'1gelistic 
efforts, incluC.ing Key 73.n 

Yet it is said the National Council .feels it is important to give 
caref'l,ll attention to t he im?lications of evangelism both for Ci-.1"istian unity 

· ...... and .~9!.. interreligious relations . 

Key 73 is a bread-based program in v.1hich over 150 denoi:".i.nations, indepe~­
dent groups and Ro~an Catholic dioceses are taking part. 

On the policy-making level, the NCC has not endorsed Key 73, while an 
Evangelism Section did take part in some Key 73 planning and a .number of 
me~er Churches are rarticipants. 

The· Rev . \·J. Sterling Cary, HCC president, said in Pittsburgh that some of 
the more· extreme incidents connected tJi th proselytizing "should not be 
interpreted as a judgment against the integrity of the Key 73 executive com­
mittee." 

(more) p;~GE -3-
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R E L I G I 0 U S U E \·J S S E R V I C E 

OOMESTIC SERVICE -4- MONDAY, MARCH S, 1973 

Increasing concern among Jewish leaders over Christian evangelism was 
reflected in debate at the Governing noard meeting. 

. . 
The· Rev. Richard Hughes, a United Presbyterian and a mer.\ber of the 

board from Oregon said, "In Portland we have been. in hell for the last 
couple of months over this thing 11 (Christian ·attempts to proselytize among 
Jews. 

He said that in some instances ·s~udents in public schools have been 
sub)ected to Christian evangelism. He cited an instance in which members of 
an evangelistic organization we~e in charge of a school program with 
required attendance by all students. 

In the same city, Mr. Hughes sait!, a Jewish religious ceremony was 
interrupted by 11zealousn Christians who had to be ousted by police aft<:.r 
they refused to heed the rebbis' plea "to take ~h~ love of Jesus with them." 

A member from :fuode Island co::iplained of an evangelic.il group, which 
he . refused to identify , making thl.: boast that in a short time "there won't 
be a Jewish student left on this car.lpus·." 

· The sharpest words in the discussion aame when Dr. William P. Thompson , 
Stated .Clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, said that offensive tactics 
are not a "one-sided affair. 11 He spoke of a recent take-over of the New 
York offices of the \·Jorld Council of Chur~hes by the Jewish Defense League. 

. The Rev. Gerald Strober, a Protestant who is consultant on Jewish­
Christian relations for the American Je\·Jish Committee, criticized Dr. 
Thompson for drawing a parallel bet\1cen disruption of a religious ceremony 
and a take- over of a wee off ice by the Je\<1ish Defense League, which he 
called a "fringe eler.lent" denounced by most segments of P,merican Jewry. 

. . . 
. In its resolution, the Governing ·Doard rejected 11any efforts to prose­

lytize in the JC\·Jish community, a\·1a;.~e of pressure to this end in certain 
local communities which threaten religious liberty and authentic pluralism." 

Rabbi James :Rudin, a Jewish observer at the NCC gathering and .an official 
of the Ar:terican Je\·ri.sh Corrmittee, said that while he did not appreciate some 
remarks by delegates he was nglad that the NCC is getting around to some 
serious tt,eological consideration 0£ the question. 

"It is good for the council ·to consider right out in the open some of 
the theolcgical bases involved in Christian-Jewish relations ." 

In passing the resolution, the Governing Board called attention to a 
1964 policy statement on Christian-Jewish relations. That statement urged 
member Churches to "seek t hat true dialcgue with the religious bodies of the 
Jewi sh cor.ununity through · which differences in faith can be explored within 
the mutual life of the one family of God -- separated ·but seeking from God 
the gift of rene\•1ed unity -- knm·1ing that in the m.eantime God can help us to 
find our God-given unity in the col"i1J.lon service of human need.tt 

-0-
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ONE: OF THE MOST· INTENSE DISCUSSIONS IN MY NCCC .EXPERIENCE CAME W I TH THE RECOM­

MENOAT I ON OF A GROUP IN SECT J ON FIVE ON CHRiSTIAN UN ITY TO AMEND AND MAKE MORE 

··fXPLICIT .THE FOLLOWING;' SECTION FIVE RECOMMENDATION WHICH WAS FINALLY AC?OPTEO-·' 
. . ; .·. 

i AS PRESENTED FIR ST av· .THE .. SECT I ON: . l -:· ... . 

. .. i '.. .. . '/" j • i ; .... ~ : :· . (•'· 

.. 
- • l 

. '-
· u • °THAT THE GOVERN I NG BOARD EXPRESS DEEP INTEREST IN""ANO CONCERN FOR THE 

' "\ 

. ) :: 'REPORTED_ GROWING.' INTEREST_ . /IS'- E~PRESSEO .AT THE DALLAS . ASSEMBLY IN CURRENT, 

EVANGELISM EFFORTS~ PART1cuARL .. v' THE MOVEMENT KNOWN ·AS KEV ' 73$ ·AND ro G I VE 

CAREFUL ATTENT· ION TO THE IMPL;CATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY OF THIS MOVEMENT 

i ' . 
- --;. -

·' 

·' 
,_, . I . 

/ ';. · . . 

l •. 

. ' .· . 

. :~,} ! . · , UNDER TWO ~SPEcrs: .'. ;: _,,· t· ·.--. " ' - \.._ ). . ( ..• \ •. •. 
~· · I : · ~- . '- . t . , -' . . 

· · . .... . ~· . 

·.1. THE 'OP.PORTUNITY IT AF'FORDS FOR .· INCREASED ·1NCLU8IVE_NESS AS CHRIST IA.NS OF . 

V AR I ED ·e:cuMEN I CAL CONCERNS TO FI NO EACH 

·""''"- SACR l~F IC I NG THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL; 

OTHER! IN TH I S MO'JEMENT . WI THOU.T 
' " 

' . \ .. 
. I ' ,· ANO ~ . ·- -. ·. 

:.·;,,,; 
\2. . THE ~Ece:ss 1 TY 1 T PRESENT s "FOR A CHR 1ST1 AN · o 1 A LOGUE w 1 TH THE Je:w1 SH - co~ 

" MUNITY REL~TIVETO THEIR CONCERN WITH REF'ERENCE TO · THE RELATIONSHIP BE-

-·',. T WEEN OUR EFF"ORTS TO E V ANGELIZE ,ANO THE l
0

R CONCERN FOF.t RELIGIOUS LI SER Ty l_N-, 
.j ! ' · · .. ·.·-A PLURALISTIC SOC IET·Y." \ .. ; · · 

. . . ,\ ·.· \ '.· \. •· \ . 
•• • ..(~ : ~ • ) • '. . 1 • •• • •• '!_ .'i ) 

' ·(THe: PROPOSEO .. AMENOMEN,T, WHICH - WAS DEFEATED AFTER ONE HOUR'S OEBATE,.TRIEDT,O 

MAKE MORE EXPLICIT No. 2 BY A) Q ... UOTING A.· 1964 NCCC Re:soLuT10N ON.CHR1sr1AN-

. ; ·JEWISH ,RELAT~ONS/W,~ICH . SPELLED OUT SOME CONOITl~NS ·· OF. TRU_E DIALOGUE; a)_·-', 

j- - ·• ... .. ) \ 

. '\ .. / . 
SPEC_1F iQAq ..'.v SOUGHT TO ·RE.JECT ANY EF"FORTS TO PROSELYTIZE _, I N THE JEWISH COM-

. · MuN , ·,.,. OR· v~e: coERC 1 vi:: METHODS OF EVANGEL 1 s 1...1; c) souc1-n· ro STRENGTHEN AND 

'·1NCREASE ALL' EFFORTS TO 0_1Al.OGuE Wt TH THE. JEw1sH COMMUNITY; .t..ND D) TR.•ED. :ro 

ENCOURAGE A CHRISTIAN .THEOLOGY OF" JUDIAS IM- WHl .CH 'RECOGNIZES THAT ' THE .. fRO ... , 

I 

.• r '• 

' . 
;:. '·. 

• .•• l " 

r . 

... ' . 
MlgES MADE SY Goo T6 THE JEWISH PEOPLE ARE IRREVOCABLE ANO " WHIC~ V I EWS Ju-

-~ .. ;:-:-._ :.. 
·· ~~A I S~~ AS A VALID'-. ,CON TR I 8U7 I VE; ANO ETERNAL ,FA I TH''. . \ . .: ·.: 

/. .. · .. ~·· 
•• ,'. .... ,.I' 

! . ·. 
'· 
·,J ,. ExcEPT ON POINT ' o) ANO THE usE OF THE. WORLD i PROSELVT1ZE 1 1N s), THERE MAY 

NOT HAVE BEEN SUS STANT I VE 0 I SAGRE~MENT IN J T~E GOVERN I NG 80ARO • THE: MOT I ON / 

• . f ·:: ~ T O AMENO LOST, ~ 1.N MY VIEW ,_ BECAUSE A MA'JORITY FELT THAT A MORE GENERAL, L£SS : 

·sPECJF'IC . ST..ATEMENT OF· THE ISSUE WA_S CALLEO FOR. As .,o r:ii:: 'OF' ·~ITS AUTHORS, MY . \ 

~-i VOTE SUPPORTED THE AM~NOMENT. • 

y_. 
• .. ; .· .\ .. 

·• ;/- .J 

· .. 'l ... /. ; ·.-. 
IN THE DEBATE , MANY PEOPLE FROM VARIOUS PAR~S O~ THE NATION ROSE · TO EXPRESS 

~ONCERN ABOUT i~ECl~IC !~STANCES OF COE~CICN ~Oi NG BEv6No ~HE aouNOS QF RE­

SPECT FOR OUR JEWISH BRETHRl:N, THOUGH IT WAS NOT CLEAR THAT ANY OF THE .. . £x- · 

.(! I , . --\ . 

. I . 
.. - ! AMPLES WE:RE OFF'ICIALLY CONCERNED WITH KEY •73 . ONE ' OF THE PROBL E MS OF OUR 

/ . 

,CURRENT WAVE OF ; EVANG_EL I SM Is .THAT· MAl\:Y OF' \ O(JR Je:wr SH BRETHREN l<EENLY F'EE!l 

ITS PRESSURE . ~ , , . ~. 

Sml.E" GROUPS IN ·ouR SYRACUSE AREA ARE INVOl.VEO IN KC:'( ·· 73 .ANO THOUGH I KNOW 

OF' NO COERCIVE EXCESSES . HERE, IT DOES .SEEM THAT we: NEED TO F I ND WAYS OF' 

CAREFULLY. AND POSITIVELY F ORWARDING INTER - RELIG l"OUS REL.AT IONSHl.PS EVEN AS 
: . .... . 

.·i ... :.: . 
. i w_e: LEGIT I ~ATELV' P~ESENT :o OTHERS . THE GOSPE

0

L OF JESUS CHR I s r ,. :HAT ALL PEOPLE -~-.. i 
MAY RESP ONO TO . Goo. ~, 

/ 

. '·i· 
,.; 

. i 

' I 

~ I 

~ I * e * •· o ~ 
~- --. ~ 

. •'\ . / : ... : . . \· 

''-· ' 
THESE ARE THREE ISSUES TREATED IN A N ATIONAL CHURC~ MEETING WHICH SEEM TO ME TO 

BE WORTHY OF " 1 NT EN SE ANO SUST/\ I MEO ECUMENICAL CONCERN AT T,,E LEVEL OF OUR SYRA­

CUSE METROPOLITAN AREA. 

-, . ' \ . . 

•. 

'· 

~·"'1 

(· 

.... · ... .. 

. \ 
' 
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PROM THE (X£CUTIVE · OIRECTOR . . . METROPOLITAN CHURCH BOA RP - 3/9{73 

CAN NATIONAL CONCERN S BECOWE LOCAL? 

' ! 

NOTE: . 80f;l1 GR r lv'.M, YOU~ EXECUTIVE D I RECTOR, IS A MEM8ER OF" THE NEW 

G~VERNINi SOARD ~F T~E N~TIO~AL ~OUNCl~ OF C~URC~ES, APPOINTED 

. -BY H
0

IS CHURCH, THE UNITED CH~VRCH OF" ~HRIST, T0 ° ITS 11 MEMBER . 

. · DELEGATION .• HE (d) ATTENDED THE FIRS
0

T F"ULL MEETING OF" THIS 

RE.__oRGAN I ZEO SOOY FEB• 27-M·\RCH 2ND IN p l.TTSBURGH ANO RECORDS, 

.-HERE IMPRESSIONS OF". SOME / OF ITS HIGHLIGHTS· WHICH -WE MIGHT BE 

ABLE TO· WORK ON AS CHVRCHE:.S OF THE SYRACUS.E AREA. 

.. -

, \.. 

·' -r. THE AaoRTfON Issue:. 
_r' 

\ TME NCCC G~VERNING BOARD THOROUGHLY DISCUSSED A POSITION. PAPER WHICH HAO · SEEN 

A· YEAR .. JN · THE MAKING av A SPECIAL T A SK FORCE ON THE Ae0Rr10N Issue:. AF'TER 

~D1scuss10N JN F'ivE' SECTIONS, THE BoARD" VOTED T-o .issue: THE 14 PAGE PAPER FOR 
I 

1.1 • 
. I 

STUO'Y ANO CONSIDERATION av THE CHURCHES, ANO !:!.2!. 'As A POLICY STATEMENT OF' THE , 
NCCC. . . 

THIS · STUDY PAPER WAS P~OO!JCEO BY A VARIED PANEL, q•JCLUDIN~ TWO ROMAN _CATHOLIC " 

AND ONE 0RTH000);( MEMBER• . . THERE WERE Ii> I $AGREEMENTS WI TH ITS ~ElllERAL TONE" B\,)T 

F"ULL AGREEMENT THAT~ •T ADVANCED MANY _IDEAS WHICH NE:e:oEo. F'Ul.L orseussr.ON •. .... 

IT. ASSUMES. SUPPORT OF' THE RECEN.:f SuF>R~ME CouRT OEC Is I ON, TRAIES . so~/ ET AL ANO 

REL I G J ous v I Ews, . 
0

ANO SUGGESTS A D!;;R 'I EC OF' RESPONSI Bl l.. I HES WH-1 CH ~HURCHES OUGHT 
. j . ' ' # - \ 1/ _,,,. . , 

TO ASSUME, JN A ID f NG n-:io·se: CONFRONTED w I TH AN ABORT I ON ~EC Is I ON . OR TO R£OUCE 

THE NECESSITY FOR .suc1-L."ciECISIONS. ~INALLV, THE' PAPER SUGGE·STS·' AN lNTEACHVR'CH / • 

PROCESS TO FACE THE IMPLICATIONS.WHICH FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES ARE BRINGfNQTOOUR 
BELl.EFS. A~.our· Ll.F'~E>• · · · . ' "' ' 1 

)) / 

WHETHER . SUCH A STUDY PAPER C"AN ADVANCE 0 IALOGUE BETWE
0

EN THOSE GENERALLY AC­

CEP_T t ~G ITS VIE:W f..N~ THOSE . DEEPLY . OPPOSED IS. VERY DOU)BTF'UL. · HOPE" IS EXPRESS­

ED 1N. THE. PAPER THAT ·D1ALO~uE TA'K°E PLACE:. IN t:H. ts sP1R1T, I MERELV REPORT AND 

OFFER WHATEVER RE·SOURcE's, . 1NCLu01NG THE PAPER~· ro MAKE THE -e1ALOGue: HAPPEN. 

'-· 
' - . , I 

URBAN FUNDING CRISES ANO; Fe:DERAL · GOVERNMENT POLICIES. 

\ 

TH~ · GovE~NtNG BOARD ~AVE PUL L ~TTENTION _ TO TH.fS SERl'Es OF RELATED 1ssuEs A'T 

ONLY ONE POI NT-- THE PROPOSAL "f"ROM I TS Stet r ON -Two -ON HUMAN NEED THAT THE Gov­
. ERNtNG BOARD •AUT HOR.1zE TH,E NCCC 01v1s10/'oi OF CHURCH AND ~oc1ETY ro : oR.GAN1zE A 

CONVOCATION OF C ONSCIENCE T<;l CONVE Ntr N THE _N.ATION 1 S- CAPl.TAL AT THE EARLIEST 

POSStBLE DAT~ F"O~ (THE PURPOSE OF SE'EKING C':!ANGE IN NATIONAL PRIORITIES ANO A 

'REVERSAL OF' PRESENT FEDERAL POl:..ICIE$ CONCERNING .JUSTICE FOR THE POORo THIS 

PROPO.'SAL w~s AO,OPTEO UNANIMOUSLY ANO FUNDED. 

·" M. C. B. s WHICH L~ST ME;T' MARCH 5TH_, 01·scU'ssEo THIS 1ssuE0 FROM A LOCAL BASE 

THRO\JGH r URGINGS FROM Wit.LIAM CHILES· AND HoRA,QE lve:v, TWO OF OUR . CO~JTTEE . 
CHA IRMENo THEY · AND OTHt;;Rs'· ARE AUTHOR .I ze:o TO PREPARE A STRONG RELEASE · TO 

CHURCHES ANO COMMUN I TY EXPRESS I NG OU.R CONCERN. WH_EN' YOU RECE j VE I T t PLEASE 

TAKE r"T SERIOUSLY A~.O 'use: IT TO . I NFORM YOURSELF MORE .F"ULLY ABOUT OUR LO.CAL 

, .SITUATION, AS RELAT'ING TO THE NATIONAL,_.AND TO ' E·XPRESS CITIZEN C?ONCERN F'ORCE-. 

\ F'UL'LY~ · WE ARE MUCH I N DEBT . TO THE PRIORITY ONE NEWS 8 ULLETI N0- ARE YOU .~EAD-: 
ING THEM? ~ 

/ 



ps .Memo from E~ecutive Director, Rev. Robert 

2 - F"ROM THE EXECUTr'VE O"IRECTOR, M.c.s. 

E. -Grimm, The Metropolitan Church 
Boa:rd of the Syracuse Area, Inc. 

>(AGE March 9,1973 

Ill . EVANGELISM, KEY ' 73, ANO OUR_ .• JEWl'.SH NEIGHBORS -. 

. . . 
ONE OF' THE MOST INTENSE OJSCU~SIONS JNMY NCCC EXPERIENCE CAME WITH THE RECOM-

MENDATION OF A GROUP IN SECTION F I VE ON CHRISTIAN UNITY TO AMEND ANO MAKE MORE 

EXPLICIT THE FOLLOWING' SECTION FIVE RECOMMENOATl,ON WHICH WAS . FINALLY ADOPTED 

' AS PRESENT.ED FIRST av· THE SECT ION·: ··,, 

0 
•• THAT THE GOVERNING BOARD EXPRESS DEEP INTEREST IN "ANO CONCERN FOR THE 

REPORTED GROWING.' INTEREST .. AS ~ e:~PRESSEO AT Tl;IE DALLAS ASSEMBLY IN CUR~ENT 
EVAN~ELISM EFF'OR_Ts, PARTl .CUARl;-Y. THE. MOVEMENT ·KNOWN ·AS KEV '7~. ' ANO TO GIVE 

CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE I MPL !CAT IONS, FOR CHRIST I AN UNI T-V OF THI 6 MOVEMENT . \ . 
UNDER TWO ASPECTS: , 

I 
1. THE OP~ORTUNITY IT AFFORDS FOR . INCREASED INCLUS I VENESS AS CHRISTIANS OF 

VAR !ED _ECUMENICAL CONCERNS TO F'IND EACH OTHER IN THIS MOVEMENT 1w'1 THOUT 

SACRIFICING TH~ FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL; 

ANO ' · 
• / I 

2. THE f-:IECESSITV IT PRESENTS FOR A CHR.ISTIAN Ol_ALOGUE WITH THE JEWISH COM-

_MUNJTY RELt-TIVETO n-tEIR CONCERl')I VIJTH REF'ERENCE TO THE RELATIONSHIP BE­

TWEEN OUR EFFORTS TO EVANGELIZE ANO THEi'R CONCERNF"~RELIGIOUS LIBERT)' IN 

A PLURA~ISTIC S~CIETY." 
) .. ' . 

... 

rTHE PR OPOSEO AMENDMEN,T, . WHICH w~s DEFEATED _AF"TE.R ONE HOUR' s CIEBATE, TR I ED T.0 

MAKE MORE EXPLICIT No. 2 BY . A) QUOTING A 1964 NCCC RESOLUTION ON . CHRJSTtAN­

JEw 1sH RELAT~ONS,-'W~ICH . SPELLEO .OUT SOME CONO;TIONS- .. OF TRUE DIALOGUE; a) 

SPEOIFlyAq .. Y SOUGHT TO -RE_JECT ANV EfFORTS TO PROSELYTIZE , fN T~E· JEWISH COM-

MUN 1 Tv OR · usit COERC 1 VE METHODS oF· EVANGEL 1 sM; o) souGHT TO STRENGTHEN ANO 

.. •NCREASE -!'LL EFF;.ORTs TO o. 1~LOGUE WITH THE . JEw1sH co~uN1rv; ANO o) TR.1Eo. !O · 
ENCOURAGE A CHRISTIAN _THEOLOGY 0.F JUOIASIM WHl.CH 'RECOGNIZES THAT ' THE 'PRO­

MISES MADE. BY Goo TO THE JEWISH. PEOPLE ARE IRREVOCABLE AND " WHICH VIEWS Ju-
~ 

OA I SM AS~ VALID~ CONTRIBUTIVE ~NO ETERNAL FAITH'. 

. I 
f;,xcEPT ON P.Ol·NT ' O) ANO _THE USE OF THE, WORLO iPROSELYTIZE~ " IN a), THERE MAY 

NOT H~VE BEEN .SUBSTANTIVE OISAGREE.MEl"H .. IN ) THE ~OVERNING 80ARO. THE MOTION . 

TO AMEND LOST, .. IN MY VIEW 1 BECAUSE A MA.JORI TY FELT THAT A MORE GE.NERAL, LESS 

SPEC' I FI C ST.ATEMEN! OF· THE ISSUE WAS CALLEO F:OR • As ,ONE OF 1 TS AUTHORS, MY 

VOTE SUPPORTED THE AM~NOMENT. · 

. I N THE DEBA TE, MANY PEOPLE FROM VARIOUS PAR.T.S OF THE .NATION ROSE· TO EXPRESS 

CONCERN ABOUT . S
0

PECIF"IC I NSTANCES .OF COERCION GOING BEVONO THE BOUNOS OF RE­

SPECT FOR OUR JEW I SH BRET HR EN, THOUGH IT WAS NOT CLEAR THAT ANY OF THE •. • E)(~ 
AMPLES WERE OF:~ IC I ALLY CONCERNED WI TH KEY '73 o ONE of:- THE. PROBLEMS OF OUR 

CURRENT WAVE OF (EVANGELISM IS THAT MANY OF \ OUR JEWISH BRETHREN KEENl:.V FEEL 

I TS . P,RESSURE. ., 

-
S.oME· GROUPS IN OUR SYRACUSE AREA ARE INVOLVED IN KC:'f ·'7J· .ANO THOUGH I KNOW - -
o~ NO COERCIVE EXCESSES . HERE, IT DOES SEEM THAT WE NEED TO FINO WAYS OF" 

CAREFULLY ANO POS~TIVELV FORWARDING INTER -REL IGIOUS RE~ATIONSHfPS EVEN AS 

WE LEGITIMATELY :PRESENT .. !OOTHERS- T~E GosPe:"L OF Je:sus CHRIST THAT ALL PEOPLE 

MAV RESPOND TO Goo. 

. ) 

'-- . I 
THESE ARE THREE ISSUES TREAT.ED IN A NATIONAL CHURCH MEETING WHICH SEEM TO ME TO 

BE WORTHY OF ' INTENSE AND SUSTAINED .ECUMENJCAL CONCERN AT THE LEVEL OF" OUR SYRA­

CUSE METROPOLITAN AREAo 
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I<EY 7 3 . FUROR IS · SAID TO .. HELP CHRISTIAI.,TS. RETHINl<° ATTITUDES ABOUT JEWS 
. .·· .(600) . 

2/21/73 - Wed • . .. 
• ' ......... . · . 

By.·. Jo-ann Price 
(NC News Service} .. •. 

.... · .· 

NEW YORI< (NC} ._-Jewish er i t"icism of Key · 7 3, the Christian .... ~ · 
I 

evan<Jelistic camp~911 1 i~ ca~sing many · Christians to reth~nJc. . their· 

attitudes toward Judaism, according to a Jewish iead~r here • . 

.. ... 

For the first time some chur.ches are recogn_izing Judaism as -·"a ., 

permanent· living faith" " and "the ~z.tholic Chu.rch i 's playing an : 

important role in this development, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum said. · 

The new attitude is the· result ,.of ""the: ·mustard · seed pianted by 

···• the second vatican _council,.· iri · its declaration on the relationship ·· ··.· 

of the Catholic Church to· non-Christ.ian· re~igions, "Rabbi Tanenbaum .... -

said. 

In an interview commenting on a new A_m~rican ·Jewi·sh Committee 

repor·t on Key 73, Rabbi Tanenbaum, AJC interreligious affairs · 
· .. I 

director·, said ' that "C~tholics are making an extremely constructive 

contribution" to turning a conflict s·ituation· into· one leading" ··to _ 

mutual respect." 

Vatican II" •rfaced in a fundamental way its relationship : to . the 

Jewish people, 11
• he sa.id_, 11 ang this_ .;1L_90"./ ~ l)~v..ing·." a broad impact, ~ .. 

• "' "'" •-, ... _, .. .,._ • • .-~ . . • •;n • • .,., • · •• 

l .ocal communities" of ·catholics· and Protestants. 

the Jewish question, ·religious liberty and in. pressing £or an· 

evangelism which is .not a cop-out from social justice. 11 

More than 100 Protestant denominations and church groups a~a 

about 40 Cathoi'ic dioceses in this countz-y ·have· endorsed I<ey · 7 3. · 

Jewish appreh~nsions have centered ·on 'its slogan as a program· .. to · · 

ca.ii the continent to Christ in · 1973 .• n 

Recently Jewish communities ·have seen intensified conversior. 

efforts by fervent evangelical etnd · J~w-·turned:-Chris tian groups. 

Despite tension oyer the slogan, "many .Christian leaders­

ii:.--.1...ciing conservative Protestants who have never taken thE.: p{.,..: - ~~:.cr: 

of recognizing Judaism· as a permanent liv"ing fait~--have be.gu.:. tc .. k . . . 
sc .;,;r. th"eir own, " Rabbi Tanenbaum said.. He called this· devalcb-:r.e;n~ 

"t:.he spirit of Vatican II at work." 

7~e AJC report listed ~esponses by Protestant and Jewish ~~~~e=s, __ \.. ..... 
~ncl~aing a Jan. 19 memorandum on Key 73 to all catholic bishop~/t~e 

tr.s. bishops' Committee for .Ecumenical and Interreligious Aff<lir.s.. 

(MORE) 
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11we believe that tl1e sensitivities of Jewish opinion may be 

taken into cons.id.eration without. in any way weaJ~ening pa!:'ticipation, 11 

the memorandum said. 

The memo pointed out that the overall objective of Key 73 was 

a presentation . of th~ ~ospel to the unchurched and . unco~~ted, ... 

as well as renewal of the Churcg. 

"This may be accomplished wit~out singlin9 out Jews o~ any 

other specific group,'.' the memo said. "Catholics recognize . the 

,,·."' ·; 

.. :.• 

pluralistic character of America· and do not seek a reaffirmation. · .. .. 

of the old concept of a 'Christian America.• .. · . ; .. ... ._. 

The AJC report contained quotations as well hy Cardinal-elect 

Timothy Manning of Los Angeles, Coadjutor Archbishop Leo c. Byrn~: 

of st. Paul and Minneapolis, the Lead~rsh~p Conference of Women 

Religious, the National Coalition of American Nuns and several 

Catholi_c publications~ . : _S~mila.r excerpts. wer.e listed from Protestant 

communities. 

-~The report, .de.scr.i~ed .,as interim, . put _·the Key . 73 .. situa.t~OD: i~~O .. ·, 

this perpe.ct.ive in its conclusions: . . 

--There has been a "decidedly positive response 11 gener~.ly ·from · 

Christian leaders wishing to he~d o~f . '!possible" ant.i-Se~t;c;:_~· 

implications of the program. 

--The national dialogue on the issue, although sometimes uncom- · 

fortable and tense, has helped Christian leaders clarify "for the 

first time" that Key 73 has no strategy for proselytizing Jews and . 

that its aim is to .reach the uncommitted. 

"'!'~The Key 73 issue has led to "a national clarification of . 

policy regarding anti-Semitism" by i"t:s own l .eadershiP•· 'l'he. 
1
Key 7.3 , .. 

executive director, Dr. Theodore A. Raedeke, in December assured.-.: .. .. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum in a letter that -t;:4ere was "no anti-:-Semitism in · 

either the ideology or the thrust" of the ·campaign. 

--In "grassroots" areas ar,d college campuses :eager young 

evangelicals such as Jews for Jesus and the Campus crusade for Christ 

were busy in proselytizing Jews. 

·--To the degree that Key 73 helps ma:k~ c;hristians into "better 

Chris:tians, .it ~as t~e .. blessings .of 'fews . .. :., 
I * * it W 

I 

.. · . . 

' ....... -,.. .. 

·: ··~ ·~ .r . ··. 

.. . ·. ·.";.· . ~- ··: · . . . ~ 

·. · . . . ... ,.. -:.· ... . .. . 

.. 
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·J lluc. 
· 'CJi2~ ./"/?J~ ?-'nc~ o? 19 J3 
·. Detroit Interfaith Action Council 
Cautions Pa.rt~cipants in Key '73 
to Rffipect Beliefs of Non-Christians 
The Interfaith Action Coun- tendency for satellite groups and in eve,-y p!a.·-c. would he 

cU of Metropolitu Detroit such as 'Jews for Jesus' to di9£unctional to iJ not de­
bas ad1>pted 1 reS<>luti(lll attach themselves to this struct.ive of, the .:..Utural 

Evangelisuc campaign, thus pluralism we <'"'JOY. 
urging partJcipants in 'Key creating the possibility for in- "In short. we- .re ~or.~.-.-n-

l 
'73," the year-Jong nati11nal cipient anti-Semitism and ed about t.t;~ ·ld ot ··~hris­
evangelistic campaign, that hostility toward other rell-1 tian Amerlc~ .he s·. '>port­
they "cherish and res:~ct . 'lf· giou~ ~rout:.s." ers or the er , ~.iGe •:nvision. 

j religious persuasion oi P The IAC st.atement sees as , 2. The rr.1:s. st. 10\IS dan-
1 others." The Jewish t-omL .. I the two problems about Key . ger in '"Key ' 73" as its atti- , 
· nlty h~d expressed U.:. ...:.: · 1 '73 as follows: •.ude towoni non-Cbrfstl .. .':s. : 
cern to Christian leaders ' 1. Th~ Uteratu~ or ·'Key if ··:cey '73' .i' a,·o>wed ~} ·r-
the aiml> of the camp:;4;n. '73" giv~a. ihe .mp:t:~sio11 ! pos.: is going ,.., i>e cau~t:d 

Tbe statement of the IA\ lhat thoae 'l;'~O woo:~ pottid- I out, what m;i:J.. that ·1 ··30 

1 coalition of all faith group, pllte In "ti:DIDJ oor contine.it& I for .i<!ws. &.<d memoe:s ui a 
1n the area, takes issut will. to Chri~t." as the ~ogo::n for "•· '"''Y :Ji ~~lig:ous P<i'Slll· 
the suggested tactic ir1 the the cn.!i.2Ge goes m>ald be s10~.~ · .. ho sll:~:;ly ~o no~ wish 
Key ·n reso~U"Ce book x'or hapJ'1Y ·~ r;.ee a '°""'. e.:.itlon to Chris!:an be<'<>L. of 
"sbarinc Messiah with lew. .;r "Chr.~•i:ua An,.,;ica," a the. . .•· · . ,,1." .. :ior."' '.." Are 
lib ~ple.0 ·~.:\V form o i an <ik l t iuinpb- the:; , . ~ ;,u· rted wit .• tne 

Also cited in the IAC ~-esc;.. l llsr.,.. e>o:c:.,;dnf{ C\"c.-t:;Lu cal-1 beik.. . ,; th . ., l'rt.1-~oe'!' 
luliml is "an union:unate .:...'~l,,.. ;e~ll.lred ~ui:n or [r. :oouci11g its r.-so:u • 

. c:'o.•vior ct.Jd beiito. Sach I tloo : A( st:.tM .is ~lief 
~rbnhpballsu·, la lrumkat C~ a tha; .aa,.uo! ·:~ft of ; 
c:ulturntiy ctverse Amc:ic:&1. l Ar.-. .., . cuhiJral p\ur:.!- ' 

0 Eve:.a Ule fact oi Christian , isn~ ci111<:csity which 
•c:riptiJ: es ·" ev.:..-y nome, , :0>•• that. -:.r1< the 

)d µresuriubly Cnristian l . ·-! . • n o.hr. t oiv.-ro;lly 
wor5hl.: on evo!ry occasion • a:. _ ;;he<i: 

, .. I~ . ' . 

'"7 .. .. 
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.RABBI SAYS A STATEMENT FROM J<EY 73 
WOULD HAVE ALLAYED FEARS OF JM 

By Religious News Service ( 3-2-73) 

SERVICE 

. FRIDAY, MM.CH 2, 1973 

N&J ~ - A ·national Jewish leader said here that if the 
planners of Key 73 ha. clarified their pesition on Jewish evangelism 
when the an e campaign was first announced, there would probably · 
t10t have been a response of alarm and concern from the Jewish commnnity. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,national interreligious affairs director 
of the American Jew:j.sh Conmd.ttee, spoke at a press conference that had 
been called to present his response to evangel.ist Billy Graham's statement 
on Key 73, issued f_or the same day. 

He described the .evangelist's statement as "an important and 
constructive contribution to helping overcome the misunderstanding and 
s~ress" that have arisen concerning Key 73. 

At the press conference, ~bbi Tanenmmn released a 36-page survey 
he. had compiled of the impact of Key 73 and other Christian evangel.istic 
efforts on Christian-Jewish relat~onships. He said statements that 
have been made by Protestant and Roman Cathblic leaders included in the 
report "recognize that Jews will not accept passively a relationship 
with Christians that reduces Jewry to an object of conversion, and 
that does not respe~ Judaism as a living faith and source Qf permnent 
truth and value to the Jewish people." 

Rabbi Tanen!:>a.um declared that he add other officials of the. American 
Jewish Comittee had met with the national leaders· of Key 73 in St. Louis 
bef9re the American Jewish Committee· made any statements on the evange.}._;_st.ic 
campaign, which involves more than 150 Christian groups. · - · .- ~--<-;.·.-. 

He said that he had urged the Xey 73 leaders to issue a statement 
clarifying Key 73's position on evangelism. of Jews, and had cautioned 
that because of its st~ted purpose "to confront the people of our 
continent:more fully and more forttefully with the Gospel of Jesus Christ," 
such an approach "will be seen,1 in ·the absence of any clarification, 
as a provocative attitude" by American Jews. 

According to Rabbi Tanenbaum, two members of the Key 73 national . 
committee, the Rev. Joe Hale. and .the Rev. Ron Kerr, had s·upported this 
suggestion, but it was vetoed by two "more conservative" members 
of the Key 73 c~ttee, whom he did not name. 

After the controversy had .·arisen over Key 73 and the Jewish comnunity, 
Rabbi Tanenbaum said, he then told Mr. Ha.le and Mr, Kerr, "If you had 
clarified your position· at that time, there would probably not have 
been a peep ou't of the Jewish conmunity." · 

(In St. Louis, · Dr. Theodore Raedeke, executive director of Key 73, 
said that some members of the .Key 73 corrmittee had suggested to him that 
such a statement be issued. But, he emphasized, "there is no one 

. individual who can speak for all the Key 73 participants." Dr.· Raedeke 
also said. he· did not know specifically what meet~ng Rabbi Tanenbaum had 
referred to, cir who the two "conservative" members of the committee _ 
might be.) , 

In his statement, .Billy Graham had commented that "just as Jud~ism 
frowns on proselytizing that ·is coercive, or that seeks to cormdt men 
against their will, so do I. Gimmicks, coercion and intimidation have 
had no place in my evangelistic efforts, certainly not in historic Biblical 
evagg&l.ism." 

. (more) PAGE -15-
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The evangelist ·ha~ also said, regarding Xey 73, "I understand that 
it is the purpose of Key 73 to call all. men to Christ without singling 
out any specific religious or eth~ic group." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum praised Mr, Graham's statement as "an import~nt 
and cons.tructive contribution · to helping overcome the misunderstanding 

.and stress that have. developed between many Christians and Jews in the 
.absence of any policy statement by Key 73 l&d.dership %'egarding . 
proselytizing efforts aimed at the Jewish convnunity." 

leader 
The American Jewish Committee/reported that he and Gerald Strober, 

a United Presbyterian layman who· is a consultant to ~e American Jewish 
_committee, had spent~ hours with Mr. Graham at. his -home in Mont~t, . 
N.C., two day~ before the evangelist issued his statement. 

Referring to Mr. Graham's :;tatement, Rab.bi Tanenbaum described it 
as "a partial one,". and added that the evangelist will make "a fuller, 
more extensive statement" on his view of Judaism "once the controversy 
over Xey ·73 is behind us." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said of Mr. Graham's views on Judaism, "He believes 
that God's covenant· with the Jewish people is eternal and forever," 
and that he has a "positive view towal'ds the survival of the State of 
Israel." 

. 1n response to quQstions, Rabbi Tanenbaum commented, "I would· 
respect an honest decision made· by a Jew to become a Christian." 
But he said that in rM.ny instances such conversions are actually 
"conversion out of ~gnoraJ'.l.ce .• " pecause the con~rt 4id not have· a proper 
understanding of Judaism before becond.ng a Christian. . 

In contrast to Jewish converts to Christianity, the Anerican Jewish 
Committee leader said that there are "growing numbers of Christians 
who ·are becoming converts to Judaism," largely through intermarriage. 

i 
' 

, Asked to corranent on the controversy in Israel over Christian mis~ionacy 
efforts in that country, Rabbi tanenbaum· declared, "I would pe ·_opposed, 
personally, to Israel's taking any legal action with regard to 
missionaries in Israel," = He said that since its founding Israel has .. had 
a ~radition of religious ' freedom for aJ.l who live· there. · · 

-0-
NEW SYOOD REJECTS PROPOSAL 
TO COMBINE SOME PRESBYrERIES 

By Rel.igious News Service (3-2-73) 

COLUMBIA, S.C. (RNS) -- Some 700 commissioners attending a convention 
here to organize a new synod of the Presbyterian ChurcJi,u.s. (Southern) elected 
Dr. J. McDowell ~chards of Decatur, Ga., to serve a.s the first 16:>derator. 

But they rejected a plan dra~ed by a 10-member coJll!Dittee headed by 
Dr. Richard to combine 14 presbyteries· of the synod~s area, South carolina 
and Georgia, into nine. 

Some conunissioners opposed the action becaus~ it woul.d affect voting' 
strength in the denomination on constitutior14l matters such as union 
with the United Presbyterian Church. 

In other actions, it was decided that the new synod, which will come 
into existence in July, would be call.ed the Synod of the Southeast, and 
that a new conmd.ttee· would be appointed to study presbytery boundal:'ies. 
The Rev. James F. ~ckinson. of Athens, Ga., was elected executive coordinator· 
of the synod, and the .Rev. Robert F.arnest of Macon was chosen to serve as 
Stated Clerk until the new synod is constituted.: The synod will include 
637 churches al\d 150,000 members. 

-0- PAGE -16-
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I<EY 73 FUROR :IS : SAID . To" HELP CHRIS'i'IA.1.'JS RETHINK .n'l'TITCDES naoui:.-· .;::::;;s 
500} 

2/21/7. - Wed. 

By · Jo-ann Price 
(NC News Service) 

. · NEW YORK (NC)--Jewish en. c.i.cism of Key 73, the Chr ist~an 

evangelistic campaign, is ca~sing many Christians to rethiruc theL; 

attitudes toward Judaism, according to a Jewish leader here. 

For the first time some churches are recognizing Judaism as ''::. 

permanent· living faith" · and the C_citholic Chu.rch is playing an 

important role in this development, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum said. 

The new attitude is the result of "the mustard seed planteC. !J}' 

the Second Vatican. Council" in its declaration on the relationsr.i~ 

of the Catholic Church to· non-Chri·seian religions, Rabbi Tanen:..~;;.::. 

said. 

In an interview commenting on a new American Jewish Comnu~~~~ 

report on Key 73, Rabbi Tanenbaum, AJC interreligious affairs 

director, said that "Catholics are making an extremely const:ruc~:ivt. 

contribution" to turnirig a conflict situation intc one leacing "..:c 

mutual respect." 

Vatican II •rfaced in a fundamental way its relationship to 

Jewish people," he said, "and this is now having a broad impact 

local communities" of Catholics and Protestants .. 

the Jewish question, religious liberty and in pre5s1ng =o~ an 

evangelism which is not a cop-out from social justice.'· 

More than 100 Protestant denominatio.ns and -church groups ""·le 

about 40 Catholic dioceses in this country have· endorsed Key·? 

Jewish appren~nsions have centered ·on its ~logan as a program ~~ 

call ~he continent to Christ in 197'3 .• " 

Recently Jewish communities have seen intensified conversioL 

efforts by fervent evangelical ·and "Jew-turned-Christian groups. 

Despite tension over the slogan, "many . Christian leaders-­

includ~r,g conservative Protestants who have never taken th.:;; pc~..:.·.: .... 

of recognizing Judaism as a permanent living fait:r.--have !.i€:qur. :.: 

so on their own, 11 Rabbi Tanenbaum said. He callee this .:evel'; · .. : 

''the spirit of Vatican II at work." 

The AJC ·report listed responses by Protestant ar.d Jewish l~t,.c 
·-::er::_ 

includfng a Jan. 19 memorandum on Key 73 to all catho~ic ·oishc:,.z/t · . . 

U.S. bishops' Coromittee for Ecumenical and Int:.er.celic;:'...ou~ :P.ff~.i:.:~ 

(MORE) 
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"we believe that the sensitivities of Jewish opinion may be 

taken into _con~ideration witl:.ou-t in any way weakening pru:-ticipation," 

the memorandum said. 

'l'he memo pointed out that the overall objective of Key 73 was 

a presentation of th~ ~o_spel to the unchurched and uncommitted, ·. 

as weli· as . renewal of th~ Churc9 .. 

"This may be accomplished without singling out Jews or any 

other specific group," the memo said. "Catholics recognize the 

pluralistic character 0£ America· and do not seek- a reaffirmation. 

of the old concept of a 'Christian America.' " 

The AJC report contained quotations as well by Cardinal-elect 

Timothy Manning of Los ~ngeles, Coadjutor Archbishop Leo c. Byrn~: 

of st. Paul and Minneapolis, the Lead~rship Conference of Women 

Religious, the National Coalition of American NUns and several 

Catholic -publications. Sµn.ilar excerpts were listed from Protestant 

communities. 
I 

· . ,The report, described as interim, put ·t.Pe Key 73 situation in~o . . 

this perpe_ct.ive in its conclusions:. 

--There has been a "decidedly positive response" generally -from 

Christian leaders wishing to head off . "possible" an_ti-Sernit~c 

implications of the program. 

--The national dialogue on the issue, although sometimes uncom-. · 

forta'!:lle a~n tense, has helper.'! crristian leaders clarify "for the 

first time" that Key 73 has no strategy for proselytizing Jews and 

that its aim is to reach the uncommitted. 

-.;..The Key 73 issue has led to "a national clarification of 

policy regarding anti-Semitism" by its own leadership.· 'l'he Key 73 

executive director, Dr. Theodore A. Raedeke, in pecember assured 

Rabbi Tanenbaum in a letter that ~~ere was "no anti-:-Semitism in 

either the ideology or - t~e t:hrust" of the c~mpaign. 

--In "grassroots" areas and ~allege -campuses ·eager young 

evangelicals such as Jews for Jesu~ and the Campu~ Crusade for Christ 

were busy in proselytizing Jews. 

--To the degree that Key 73 helps make Ghristians into -better 

Christians. it has the blessinss of Jews. 

* * * * 
· .. . 
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ST. LOUIS JEWISH LIGHT 

February 21, 1971, 

r,~1"::~ ·. ;.~: . --- •.. . ... , . . .. -. 
Lf~ ... ta! fM E~. 
£.·~~ ·',: .. · (Coo~edi'llQlit.p1~· . 
r:,,: -~f!. ; -: . ,. : • · • • ., .: . scieatlfic d'itftfsm·:or ·ttds ldnd-of 
l•J*'~: . · · · feEite to Otristians "4me most h~ lellSatic:inalistn, bat I 
k;it~ .. ~ to ·.~atUlate .tbe .SI. : sacred 511'1~ is tbe croa. I was wodllll!efwtarefer Cares to1he-
~·--·~·11nd its editor G am deeSIY saddened .by Mrs. stt'Olllg ·~ of Popel>f"' ·Xlf i..;;; ~eat · editorial "Off . 'Meir's remarks about· the cross. ~ _,Q-. JoaeptJ ticbleu wtiQ 
·~··· ~ dealt· with Jewish . · I must resist the description of ~ly · ·l'flittd frofn::.. tbe 

· !~totbe-'~73" Pt'9Bl'IUD-. Qqas' article as "A Catholic ~can Jewish Committee and 
~Yma.r ·: edltori,al 8land c-enects . Response." Altbougb be is a · wtD was ·personally acquainted 
...ema$!table ~ and . catholic, when carps took el· ·. with the faets. . . 
~- As ~· clJr«t.ol' of ;. ception to my ·reference to I don't profesa to~ the 
t{eY13 for the ~of .MlS!ouri. I Clltholic belief that an· men are reason for a.rpr·· 11mna.1 in-

~·~ . :b) assure. ~· tulcl' your .·_ included in the divine mystery of. ~ of my edkurtal. .Over .. 
·. ft:.adets that ~b&Ye been at pains ~ salvayon through. •e _ cross, be " • 'JWtiod of~· l ~ve written 
-tu in~ that ·our .efforts will not · . effectl\reb'. ,:ut .~ off from : ' ~which I believe cop6rm , 
~~w .~ :.w our . Jewish ' adherence to 4 :baSic tenet ·ot · rriy ~feeling for the Jewish 
. :Origlabcn. ·. ·. ..:_'! . . :· Catholic doctrffte, ·which is also people · and for better m:f; . 
Y • ~&iini!-tim.fi.hhouhl U.e to central to mainline Proetesaen- derstanding between Catholics 
· ·=m1' diaaareerueut ~ "A tism. Hi~ objectian to the ~d Jews. Various editorials -call 

.~:bys~~= ~ =~·b!e"·~:..:. .. ~ ~~~1~~rC: ~vi!!~~-
: ~'JD tlle Fd>. '7, ._of· would prefer t6 .. bave Qlltnlio'S Jnise':- the peace initiatives of 
t!Je. µgM. l betieve that QUos ~ tb&t Jews are not induded Prinae Minister Golda Meir and 

;,ave. • ttt• ~ Moned .Tm- m God's designs fir the salvation suggest interutionalizatioo of the 
·~Ji .illD al my to ftaders of men. This ldDll of labyrinthine religious shrines of Jerusalem 
·~~oppartlldl:y tonachbe theologiring sbQJJJd establish a rather than the city of Jenmilem 
(~~MJ.~. CIOUld new n4dir of aotf&miti.81!1. · · i~ ~ speak positively of the 
r.• ~ .~by ~: J Cargds~ ".also dlspla_ys bis =Of Mn. ~eir - Pope 

t:-f~~~-~ -1roc'::::=~8j!! · With the iBte PGpe Pius XU, { 

eaa· ttMta. Golda Meir assessing the late_ Pope Phis XJI. am proud to 88)' dial ."spitttua.Jly, 
f - ~ .. t :e.lfidl Pope 'lbere is a ClllllliderabJe ~ t!I we are .Semites;" ' and with . .Pope ::< -:: ~-~· . t ... -~ are ~· . ·<5eeLEAii141qUJf: ' .. ~III, ''.'.am~ b~~· 

· · · · RevereadMscr. Joseph W: BUer 
-.~ 
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. .. .. By WILLIAM.REEL ' . ' . . . ' 
A rabbi who has often criticized the leaders of :f{ey 73, the Christian evangelical 

campaigtl; for refusal to forswear mass conversions ·Of Jews, hailed yesterday a s~te­
ment. issued Thursday by the Rev. IJilly Graham opposing.mis.sionary efforts that-single 

------ 1 .out the Jews as a ~pie. · i••••••••••••••0
•••0 • 0 • 

· I The nibbi1 Marc Tanenbaum, : 

I director of mteneligioua affajrs 1 
for the American lewish Commit- 1 
tee, praised Dr. Graham for say- : 
ing that "God bu always had a 1 
special relationship With the 1 
Jewish people." r 

Rabbi Tanenl;aum added that 
1 

. the ·.Rev·. Graham bad moreover 
expressed to him .in a recent con-
veration his ·belief that "God's 
convenant with the Jewish. people 
is forever." · 

"Destined 87 God" · 
Caling Or. Graham "one of the 

freat and . good friends of Jews-­
believe he is diattned by God to 

play a crucial 19le in claryfyihg 
the relationship . betwen Chris­
ti.ans and Jews"-Rabbi Tanen-
baum said: ~ . 

"The views of Dr. Graham as­
sume particular importance in 

, light o! the findings of our lat· 
· est American Jewish Committee 
surv·ev which . documents that a 
growing number of incidentS are 
taking place in public 11igh · 
schiols and colleges as . well as in 
many com'munities in which Jew-

1 isb young people are bein:: sub­
' jected to psychological harass-

1 
ment, intimiiiation and so_cial 
ostracism by fervid evangelists 

1
1 
a~d . niiSJ!io1:1s·to-the-Jews ~oups 
wbo are us1.ng j(~y· 73 as a. sa!l.c: . 

II lion !or their disruptive adivi- .. 
ties!' · 

The aim of Key 73, which fea-
tures TV specials, public prayer 

··meetings and a variety of cvan-
1 gelical activities carried out bv 
'j some 200,000 participat_ing cori-
gregatiQns, is to "call the con­

! tinent to Christ" in 1973. ·or. 
; Graham ' v.·as one of the original 
:. :!'ponsors of the effort .. 
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Christians, Jews air tensions 
By MARTHA MAN Sr.hool of Theology, Southern 
Be11stoa WriteT .Methodist Uni.versity. 

Growing tensions between He· . charged the evangelical 
Christians and Jews aver the program bas served · to "vali· 

. cont:inentwide Christian e~an- -date'' what he termed extreme 
ge!ical program known as K.eY evangelical fringe groups such 
'73 received a thorough airing . as J.ews for Jes1is, the ~eri­
m Dallas this wee.k. . can Bo3td of Missions to 'ttle 
· In a series of appearances J~ws, ·Campus . Crusade for 
Tuegday and Wednesday, Rab- c:11rist; Young ~e, lnter-Var­
bi .. .Marc Tancnbawn· of New stty Youth FeJl<>Wsbtp and the 
York, an outspoken critic of Young Hebrew Ch.ristilin:,:Alli· 
Key '73. expressed his fears ance. 
~t increasing incidents of . Repeating his · concerns and 
proselytization stemming from· call for a firm distinction be­
tbe Christian evangeUcal ef- tween· "evangellzatlOn" · and 
fort. -~'proselytization•.r to ~ Dallas 

The national director of In- pastors' group, Taiienbaum 
terreligious affairs for the said any religious group should 
American Jeowish Committee have ·the right to witness to its 
cited inl.'tane@s of harassment, ~·- but shop]d not_ "seeJc to 
·Coersion and social osti11cism :Uriderriilne · the faith commit· 
in the wake of ovenealous ef- ments" of another group. 
lorts to convert Jews to Chr1S- Responding to TaneDbaum's 
tianity. ·comments, Dr. Schubert Og-
. Speaking Wednesday before den. SMU Perkins School of 
a special meeting of the Dal- . Tiieology professor. said that 
las Pastors· Association at "mission"·. is not an 9ption for 
:remple Emanu-El. Tenenbaum the Christian community but 
~d. "Tile crucial issue is how an imperative in response to 
do we <Christians. and Jews) Christ's "great commission" to 
find ways in which we feel .. Go to all natiOns" to teach 
~e to proclaim the truth as the gospel and baptize "in the 
each o! 11s perceives it. and at name of !athe~. aon and holy 
the same time. feel free to be spirit." 
Crttical of other expressed Ogden added, however, that 
truths in a way which ls hu- "what mission is and means is 
maniilng rather than destruc· ·something church history does 
dve." not help in ei(plainlng" since 

Earlier in the day, the rabbt the great commission has been 
]lad ootllD!d his concem~· understood to ~cense inhuman­
. about Key 'il in an aldress to '_ ities ·in Christian history. 
faculty and students of Perkins Ogden said both Christians 

and Jews must make the dis· Wednesday's gathering of thf 
tinction between having the pastors and mostly succeede< 
ri~t to be and being right . in merely underscoring tht 

"To say every group has a · conCP.rns eli.i>ressed by Tanen 
right to be itself is not lo say baum, 0!,!'deu and Bemporad . 
every group is right.'. he cau- Al~o pres+?nt was Dr. San­
tioned. "TruU1 doesn't belo11g ford Mills of Fort Laudemale, 
to anybody." · Flii.., senior field evangeli~t lot 

Rabbi · Jack Bcmporad of the American Boal'd of Mi~ 
Temple Emanu-El expressed .sion.'( to tl1c Jews. 
agreement with Tanenbaum in While exprP.ssing his agree. 
protesting the use of coersion ment with the other men in 
in attempts to make others be- opposing l'Vi:111gelical "subter· 
lieve anything. fuge," Mills denied Tanen-

"I! I want to convince you I baum's claim that · the Amel'i· 
can play the \.iulin. the way to can ~Oard of· Missions has 
do il is to· play it, not beat . $Jlent n million for €ach Je\I 
you over the 'head with it," he it has con\·erted to Christiani­
'said in drawing an analogy to. ty. 
i;ome forms of evangelical On the. Subje-ct of conversion, 
methodology. . Ogden commented. that " con-

A group of Jewish Christians verting a person to Christiani· 
from Beth Sar Shalom <Jews ty is difien>nt from converting 
for Jesus) al.so attended a person to God in Christ.·· 

~· . 
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· · USA rabbis clash over 
·Christian crusade. 

· From our Correspon.dent-New Yol'k 

. · A bitter public dispute over the danger 'of a massive Christian 
conversion campaign in the United States has broken out betweei:i . 
two prominent American rabbis. · . 
. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the national inter-religious affair~ 
director of the American Jewish Committee, has accused Rabb1 
Henry Siegman, the executive "ice-president .of the Syna,gogue 
Council of America, the umbrella • 
Orlhodox, Conservative and Lib· Nahum Goldmann, the president 
era\ representative religious or· of the World Jewish Congress, to 
ganisalio11, of " intellectual dis· h."'Jditional Zionism and .h.is cm· 
honesty," "cheapness" and "super· phasis on the importance of a 
ficiality." strong diaspora independent of 

· Rabbi Tanenbaum levelled his Israel. ·· 
charges on the ground that Rabbi Some pro-Israeli circles. regard L.. 
Sicgman had claimed that Amc~·i· :Rinbl>i Siegman antl . the ·synagogue 
can Jewish groups were. over-· Council as a divisive and poten-

. reacting to the danger of the cur· tially destructive eleml)nt in 
r1mt "Key 73" Protestant crusade. American.Jewish life. 

· The severity of Rabbi Tanen- Jn a response ·to, a 1·ecent inter· 
· baum's public attack on Ral>l>i Sieg- view in the New York Times and 

man is unusual in American-Jewish ·a forthcoming article by Rabbi 
Establishment circles. Ilabbi Sieg· Siegii1an, Rabbi Tanenbaum re· 

.· man has been criticised lately by asserts the· consensus of the major r 
American Jews and Israelis for try· American-Jewish communal groups 
ing to discredit the American Jew- who have spoken out against the ; 
ish protest movement for Soviet stcppctl-up Christian conversion 
Jewry last year by issuing a state· activities in Jewish neighbourhoods 
ment on the eve of Soviet Jev.ish- an<l among Jewish i:tudents. 
Solida.rity Day to the effect that · Rabbi · Siegman said the Ameri· 
most Jews wish to remain in can Jewish Committee's perception 
Russia. · · of the dangers of Christian evan· 

As head of the Synagogue Coun- gelism in the USA were "hysteri· 
cil, apo\verless "umbrella" group, cal," "alarmist" and "inimical to 
Rabbi. Siegman has also served as the real iutel'ests of religious 
a conductor for the hostility of Dr Jewry." 
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KEY 13-.LEnDER SAYS PROORAM WILL Nat 
EXERT PRESSURE OR FORCE ON U.S. JENJS 

By Religious News Ser vice (l-ll-73) 

... . ..... . .. ::.· . ' . ~-. . ..,,. .; ...... . 

THURSDAY, "'7\lR.11\RY ll, 1973 

NEW YORK (~IS) Key 73 docs not seek to "persecute, pressure or 
force Jews to believe or do anything against their will.," acc.ording to the 
executive director of the broac!J.y- bascd evangelistic campaign. 

Dr. Theodore Raedeke of St. Louis, a Missouri Synod Lutheran clergyman, 
added thG.t "we are confident that the Jews do not wish to undermine our 
holy faith or deprive us of our rights t o prcpagate our faith -- the 
privileg.:-: which we enjoy in America .. " · · 

''Th.-~'.t"e is no ant i - Semitism in either the ideology or the thrust of 
Xcy 7 3, n ~·;r • raedeke · said • 

He 1~~dc the stat ements in a l etter to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national 
director of intcrreligious affairs of the American Jewish Conunittee here. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum and other Jewish leaders have raised questions abou~ 
the i~pact of Key 73 on the J ewish community . More than 140 Protestant 
denomina~ions,. independent grou~s anu some Roman Cathol.ic <lioccses ·are 

· taking part in Key 73, which wus officially l aunched on Jan. 6 and will run 
for a year. The theme i s "Calling the Cont inent to Christ . n 

In New York, Rabbi Tanenbaum said that in his view Dr . Ruedeke's 
statcmem: dicl not "respond adequately t o all the questi ons that the Jewish 
community would want clarified," but that the ropuUia.tion of "unti-Semitism 

. and_ any evang_elical r esort to coercion are welcome clarifications i r.deec!. " 

While virtually no one has suggested that Christ:i.ar • .proscl.ytization 
among Jews is a statcc purpose of Key 73, sever al J~wisn J.baGers fear the 
massive evangelistic: drive co-..:.l<l create an attr.osphei-.c~ ir. which · :1on- Xey 73 

_::,;.;.ndi ng thu same no;:e 1·ef lcctcd in Dr. Raedeke ';:> · 2-·:~t"'..:cr ; i:he" 'R.::v-;::~~_,·.:.:;~ . · 
· ·i:i:-::-<i:.::: (·:- !~ashvilla, a United Methodist evangelism offici~.::.: dc'cp~y, ·inv-.;1v::::c. 

ir. Key 1/3, said he had never hcartl any t alk on "aiming Xcy 73 t o the .Jews 
.:>r .:..ny ot her ?urticula.r group." 

Mr. Hale said Key 73 was organized by Christians want"i.-ng ~o shar~ -
"personal. meaning in faith" with those who seek no faith , 

"'W(: have never been interested in cornering peop1e 111r.o have a mec.:r.i::-.g:t\;..L 
tait:h and trying to persuade them," he said., "We want t:o bear ~tness t:c 
a meaningful faith. 

"In a pluralistic society, we wru\t all persons tc ~?'perience deep 
· meaninq .. n'. · 

~more) PAGE -l-
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Dr. R.c.cdckc's letter to Rabbi Tanenbaum said: 

. "There is no clnti-Semitism in either the ideology or the thrus1: of . 
Key 73-. I trust that you underst11ncl this, just .as we undcrstv.nd your 
position to· be not anti-Chris~iun. We do not wish to p•:?rsecutc, pressure 
or force Jews to believe or do an~rthing against their will. On the other 
hand we are confident that the Jews Jo not wish to underninc our hql.y faith 
or deprive us of our rights to propagate our faith -- tl10 privilege which 
we enjoy in i\mcrica. · 

"Rest assurcu that we will u.ttcmpt in no way .to deny our deepest 
Christian convictions in this rcgv.r<l so that we· wrong the Jewish community 
in any way. 1\t- the same time, .. I hope that we may be confi<lcnt that you who 
are not Cluiistian will not in any'· way intimidate or pressure the many 
Christians participating in Key 73 against confessing before men the saving 
Gospel.n 

-0-
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THE AMER!CAN JEWiSH COMMITTEE 

MEMO.RANDUM 

February 27, 1973 

·ro: Area Directors (one to each office; please share) 

From: Marc H. Tanenba1.m1 

Subject: Positive Christian Responses to Key 73 

Thanks to the cooperation of many of you, our efforts to achieve 
clarification of attitudes on the part of Christian leqders 
affiliated with local Key 73 programs regarding the repudiation of 
proselytizing efforts aimed at the Jewish communi~y have . begun to 
bring about some impressive positive results. I am enclosing 
several representative statements issued by local Christian leaders 
in which they clarify that Key 73 is aimed essentially at uncommitted 
Christians and has no intention of proselytizing Jews. In mQst in­
stances, these statements have been issued following meetings that 
AJC Area Directors have~ arranged with local Christian leadership. 

The purpose of this memo is to suggest that if you . have not as yet 
met with local Christian leadership, such as the Council of Churches, 
you consider doing so in the near future. It would be useful to 
make available the texts of these. statements as the basis for con­
versation about t~e possibility of their issuing similar declarations 
to their constitu.encies and to the mass media. When such statements 
are issued, I would be very grateful if you would share them with us 
at once. We are about to complete .a survey on the impact of Key 73 
on Jewish-Christian relationships throughout the country and we 
would want very much to incorporate any such statements that have 
been issued in your community. 

There is an important conceptual point to be made about our national 
intention regarding Key 73: It is evident already that our raising 
the issue in a balanced and public way has begun to result in a 
sensitization of national and local Christian public opinion that is 
making clear; perhaps for the first time in the history of Jewish­
Christian relations in the United States, that the Jewishconnnunity 
is "off .. limits" to prosely.tization. If we can succeed in getting 
grass roots Christian l~adership in every majo~ connnunity in . the 
United States to declare itself .publicly on this ·issue, then, 



Area Directors -2- February 27, 1973 

( 

ironically, this ·national consensus may well become one of the 
most important and lasting achievements of Key 73. 

Please continue to send us whatever ~ppears in the local press 
and other media regarding activity of Key 73 in your community. 
Many thanks for your continuous help and cooperation. 

MHT :MSB 
Enc ls. 

73-700.-17 



AJ.C. Leader Wan s. Kiy '73 s 

s~!~31,Wi>~~~-. 
ais.leleSpedallleporter community "~pldn't and rock concerts," ac-
. . . create a crisis a~i.sphere," cording to the Rabbi. 
'l'!le Jewiah community Tanenbaum saicl , .that in "'lbe American Board of 

take Ker '13 seriously many cities, K'ey' • '73 bas Ml&sion to the Jews now bas 
lJecaUie it is a . "systematic, zeroed in on Jewish a larger budget than it's ever 

. masatve" eflart to convert youngsters. bad before in its ~year 
an Americans. including In Los Angeles, Tanen- history," added Tanenbaum. 
Jews, to fundamentalist baum said, "Public schools The "Jews for Jesus" 
asrtsdanltJ, according to bad been arenas for movement is a front for the 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, irosylitizing Jewish kids"- American Board of Mission 
Naliaaal. Direct.or of the until Jewish leaders to the Jews, and it is sub­
lnter~ion Religious protested. He aafCW that a aidiaed by evangelical 
Affairs Depa11me:nt of the Dallas Cons.~ative . .. churdieltomblnClll Jewish 
.~erican ~~wisb Com- syoagogueclaima·i}lat in the-~ Kidi•• college campmes 
mtt1ee. · ·· past several · months, 2s: :-amlll the camtry." 

Ta,nenbaum spoke to young Jews have joined the Tanenbaum said more 
Jewish eommmily leaders " Jews for Jesus" than 700 Jesul eommunes 
iD l)dgnhl.Js May 3 after mavemeaL · have apnmg up &C1'088 the 
pmtidpitin& in a Jewish- "Deceptive means of CDUDtf1, addln8 that aure 
Lutbenmdialope at~ reachlDC Jewish children dllD 140 reUpg bodies me 
UatftnllJ. have often been U&ed~e (CONTINUED ON ~AGE m 

----

llEY '73 
CCOMTINUED FROM PAGE 11 

involved ID what be termed. 
"an unprecedented effort." 

Tanenbamn said the most 
dangerous aspect of Key '13 
is that "it brings WI back to 
the first hundred years of 
our country" when 
evangelical Qaristianity was 
constdered the patriotic 
religion. This was a time 
''when Jews and Roman 
Catholics were seconcklua 
citizens," often unable to 
vote or hold public office 
unless they converted, tbe 
Rabbi nplained. . . . . 

Making the situatiog even 
more omtnOUB, acc«dinl to 
Tanenbaum, la what he 
termed ''major economte 

and political Support" for 
Key '73 and the fact that 
President Nimn was raised 
ID an evangelical Methodist 
church. With Nlxon's closest 
associate the Rev. Billy 
Graham recent years have 
seen 'the evangelical 
rellgfous thrust "coupled 
with a retreat from 
responsitility for domestic 
social jostice that is in­
credible," said Tanenbaum. 

"The people who ·con­
ceived of the slogan and 
campaign of Key '73 (con­
fronting and turning the 
nation toward Christ> are 
essentially raral, 
evangelical pastors, who 
have had little or no ex­
perience with the Jewish 
community,'' TaMnbaum 
ltftSSed. "Jews exlst for 

• 

them only as obje.cts of 
conversion." 

Recently, however, wben 
the Jewish commwrity bas 
reacted, it bas gotten 
Quistian religious leaders in 
30-40 communities across the 
country to issue public 
statements, saying that Key 
"13 is intended to reach 
Ouistlans and not Jews, 
according to Tanenbaum. 

'Ibe Rabbi said that Key 
"73 may be just the beginning 
of a world-wide trend toward 
evangelism .. He cited plans 
for a 1974 conference to plan· 
for "A campaign to call tbe 
whole world to Christ in 
1980." Tanenbaum said the 
world could be taken "back 
to the Fourth Century" by 
what ht dcacrlbed u the 
current contest of wblc:h 
religion wU1 symbolize the 
tmity of tbe world." · 

"Jews must insist on being 
• accepted on our own tenD&," 
concluded Tanenbaum. 

--··--··-· 

.... 

.. 
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24-A Sunday, Feb. 25, 1973 THE SHREVEPORT TI!\IES 

!Je,vs Changi11g Opinio11s 
1

0£ ~hristian Evangelism 
By GEORGE W. COR~ELL 

1 

maoe and understood, probably 
AP Religion Writer . · for the first time on a national 

· , . basis in the history of Jewish-
. NE\\ YORK (AP) - Jewtsh 1 Christian relations throughout 
lea~ers who_ had feare~ L~al a1the United States." 
nal1onal, mterdenommat1onal · . . · 
campaign of Christian e\'angel-/ . This pomt.', the_ report add~, I 
ism would tend to undermine: 1.s t,hat t_~e. ~ew1sh comm~i:1ty 
Judaism have found that so far i is . o ~f lumts to prosell'.ttzmg 
the results mainly have been1 act1v1ty, an~ that Jews \~Ill n?t 
J·ust the opposite. I accept pa~s1vely a relat1onsh1p 

. . . with Christians that reduces 
. .. The report of a prehmrnary ! Jewry to an object of conversa­

survey sa1dl Saturday that t~e ·I tton and does not r e s p e c t 
~(feel. seems ~o be that Chr!S·, Judaism as a living faith and 
~tans . m America: al'e rccogmz-! source of permanent truth lo 
1ng that Judaism. _dema~ds i Jewish people." 
equal rcsp-ect as a llvmg faith. , . . . . 

About 150 l!J'Oups ;rnd denomi-! Vi h1le th1~. does no_t e.x,~lude : 
nations both Protestant and ' the poss1b1)1ty of. mdl\ idual ' 

n ' • • • _!Jews !Jecommg -Christians or o! : 
~om~n Cathohc, are. parbc1pat 1 Chri~!.!~r:~ beccm!r:g Jei·:s, it : 

, mg in .. the ?va.~gehsm drive, • does exclude this objective as a!: 
called Ke.v 73. which be~an j basis ror mutual relationships : 

· at the st;.irt of the year. . I the report said. ' '. 
. Th~ survey re~ort .. said _that I It was prepared !by Rabbi j 
mstead _of t_he fea1 ed un~mdled . !\fare H. Tanenbaum. the A.JC's : 
r.rosc:lyt1z~t1on_ of Jews·' and 1I interrcligious affairs director. 

denigrating 1 m a g es of J u- Previously he had v o iced 
.daism," the ca?,lpai~n lo dat_e fears that "Key '73" could 
· ~as produced a decidedly pos1- arouse proselytizing e ff o r ls 
live resp_on:;e on the part of h1~rting Jewish-Christian rela· ; 

. many Chnst1an leaders." Lions, but he also had said it [ 
Compiled by the American might improve them by clari- ! 

Jewish Committee on the basis , fying Christian acceiPtance of j 
of correspondence and meetings I Judai5m as a valid faith. ! 
with national. regional and local I "I'm glad to say the latter i 
Christian leaders involved in the · hope is being fulfilled." he : 
drive, the 34-page report said: ' c~mmented in a telephone inter-1~ 

"The decisive development view .. "The cloud was there, but ~ 
lhat is emerging is that a it had that silver lining." ! 
national policy is heing shaped However, his report noled it ~ 
between faith comm11nitie~ that I still was too early to draw final ! 
e x c I u d e s proselytizing as a ! conclusions and that further ; 
ba5ic precondition to any on- I evaluations would be made later l 
going, meaninir£ul relationship\ - probably near,the year's end. ! 
between American Christians The report said C h r i s ti a n ! 
and Jews." clarifications re~arding Ju- 'j 

Generally, the report .'Said, daism, occasioned by the cam- . 
Catholic, Prot.eslant and Evan- paign, have not yet penetrated l 
gelical leaders in lhe drive have , ' ' int.o many local co!nmunities. l 

• clariCied a policy of seeking to~ attitudes ·and behavior of nu; ! 
"reach the unchurched." not· merous fervent 'grass roots j 
I.hose already having a -mean- I' evangelicals t~w.ard Jews." . l 
in,..,ful faith. Case descriptions were given ~ 

The report cited numerous of some of their aggressively ~ 
declarations by Christian lead· i proselytizing activities. ~ 
ers about the campaign, and l' Some Christian clergy "c?n- j 
added: tinue to adhere lo c 1 a s s 1 c, 1 

"The net consequence of these : literalist evangelical views re- j 
decJ;:irations is that a fundamen- '. gard.ine: Jews and Judaism," the ( 

1 ta! and crucial point is being · report said. l 
I ! 
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A N T I - D E FAM Ajr I 0 N L EA G U E 

OF B'NAI B'RITH 

315 lexington Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

MEMORANDUM 

Judith Herschlag Mu~fs 

l·~Ch 6, 1973 

f1AR 8 
1973 

. ' ....... ... 

( 1) 
(2) 

e U.S. Catholic .Bishops' Committee 
Massachusetts Counc~l of Churches 

(1) Attached is a copy of a m~orandum sent to every Catholic · 
bishop in the United States from Bish~ps' Committee for Ecumenical 
and Inte:rreli g:i.ous Affairs . Re la ti vely f"ew dioceses (about 15) are 
officially participating in Key '73. Many bishops have left the de­
cision to t he discretion of the local parish. However, this memoran­
dum serves .to alert all bishops to the Jewish concerns about Key '73 
and missioning in general. More important is the statement "Catholics 
recognize the pluralistic character of the America and do not seek re­
affirmation of the .old concept of. a 'Christian America. 111 

(2) 'we also wish to bring to your attention the attached state­
ment by Protestant leaders in Massachusetts regarding Key '73 cam­
_paign. You will note that several signers of the statement are the 
Key '73 chairmen for their religious denominations. The statement is 
rather forceful and states "It is certainly not our intention in pro­
moting Key ' 73 either .to proselytize our Jewish neighbors or to deni­
·grate directly or indirectly the faith they hold dear. We wish to 
reassure our Jewish brothers and sisters that we appreciate and re­
spect t heir spi:dtual patrimony and the · vitality and· relevance of 
Judaism today." 

JHM/jg 

Att. 

............... _ ... 

~.. .. --·~··"· 

. ~ -~~-~::-----__ ,--__ ___ _ 
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Statement on Key '73 from Protestant Leadership in v!estern Massachusetts 

Key '73 is a Christian ecumenical response to the spiritual and moral 
crises of our time, in which more than 140 church bodies of the United 
States and Canada have .caught the vision of a comm.on mission in 1973: 
Calling our continent to Chris~. 

H<mever, since many evangelistic Christian crt1sades of the past have 
been accompanied by harassment and persecution of the Jelrish community, it . 
is certainly not our intention, in promoting Key '73, either to proselytize 
our Jewish neighbors or to denigrate, directly or indirectly, the faith they 
hold dear. 

We 1·!ish to reassure our JeHish brothers and sisters that we appreciate · 
and respect their spiritual patrimony and the vitality and relevance of 
Judaism today. 

The primary aim of this year-long endeavor is to intensify the faith of 
individual Christians. It also affords a.n; opportunity for speaking clearly 
of tha.t faith :to the .millions of Americans who a.re "un-churched11

, that is, 
o have no formal religious association at all. 

We, the undersigned, tlrge Christians to cooperate with the spirit and 
activities of Key '73, recognizing hm·rever, 'that if Key '73 were to endanger 
the developing respect and understanding amon's Christians and Jews, ·Key '73 
would indeed be a failure. · · · 

Rather, it is our hope that Key '73 Hill lead Christians to a better 
appreciation of Jesus' command that everyone love his neighbor as himself 
and, in this way, serve to deepen a real love and respect between Christians 
and Jews. 

The Rev. Paul H. Ferrin 
Key '73 State Chairman for the American Baptists of Mass. 

The Rev. Charles W. Griffin 
--·--... ____ J(ey '73 Coordinator fpr the Council of Churches of Greater Springfield 

The Rev. John A. Koonz 
-------.......... P.r_~-l?~§.ent of the Franklin County Clergy Association and Vice President of 

the Laymen's Academy for Oecumenical Studies (LAOS) 

The Rev. Joseph F. O'Neil 
Editor of the Catholic Observer 

The ·Rev. Ronald G. Whitney 
.Associate Executive Director of the Council of Churches of Greater Springfield 



National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs 

SECRETARIAT FOR t'ATHOLIC-J-.SWISH P.ELATIONS 

1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. , Washington, D.C. 20005 - 202· 659-6857 

·. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:. All Ordinaries 

FROM: The Bishops ' Committee for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs 

RE: "Key 73 11
• 

DATE: January 19, 1973 

Serious concei'n has been expressed by spokesmen of the Jewish 
community about certain aspects of the "Key 73" program, and several 
inquiries concerning it have been received by our Ecumenical and Inter­
religious Office. They fear that Jews will be singled out in the imple­
mentation of the program. 

In this memorandum our intent is m~rely to alert you, in the event 
you are participating in "Key 73," to this ecumenical aspect of' the pro­
gram. We believe that the sensiti vities of Jewish opinion may be taken 
into consideration ,.,i thout any way weakening participation. It is the 
understanding of Catholic · dioceses in the prog1~am that the overall ob­
jective of the "Key 73" program is directed touard a presentation of the 
Gospel to the tmch~~rched and uncommitted and the renewal of the Church • . 
This may be accompli·shed 1·1ithout singling out Jeus or any other specific 
group. Catholics recognize the pluralistic character of America and do 
not seek a r·eaffirmation of the old concept of a "Christian America. 11 

It is our hope that these remarks vill be of assistance to you in 
your consideration or handling of the "Key 7311 program.. 



March 4, 1973 

WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY 
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF TIE AMERICAN JEWISH CCH-IITrEE 

"BILLY GRAHAM AND JUDAISM" 

"I believe God has always had a special relationship with the 

Jewish people ••• In my evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called 
. . 

to single out the Jews as Jews ••• Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing 

that is coercive, or that seeks to commit men against their will, · 

so do I." 
. 

Those words were writte~ and issued to the press last Friday 

morning by Dr • . Billy Graham. When you consider the fact that Dr. 
. ' 

Graham is the leading evangelist in the nation, and probably in the 

world today, they assume unprecedented importance. Dr. Graham re-

turned last week from a trip througbout sections of the United States 

and became concerned abo1.1t reports over growing acts of paychological 

harrassment, deception, and intimidation carried out by fervid young 

evangelists against Jewish young people on public high school and 
. . 

~ollege campuses. In addition, ~here were episodes of disruption 

of· Jewish religious services by CSJPP,US Crusade for Christ types, as 

is the recent cas·e of -Portland, Oregon and Dr. Graham became · troubled 

about the deteriorating effect of such incidents on Christian-Jewis~ 

relations. 

· ;. 

~ Rabbi Tanenbamn, who is ·the Nation•l Interreligious Affairs Director 
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly re_ligion commentary 
.over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System. 
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At the request of Dr. Graham, I visi ced with him last Tuesday 

at his lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we 

spent three hours together reviewing ·irtually every aspect of· re-

lationships between Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally, 

Dr. Graham decided on his initiative to issue his statement clarifying 

for the first time publicly his opposition to proselytizing the Jewish 

community, his commitment to American pluralism in which all religious 

and racial groups are full partners, and his conviction that Judaism, 

as he told me, . posesses a covenant from God which is "eternal, forever," 

and not subject to abrogation. Dr. Graham has taken finn positions 

in the past condemning anti-Semitism; he has been a strong supporter 

of Israel on the basis of deep Biblical conviction; and he has been 

extremely helpful to the cause of Soviet Jews. Based on his most 

recent statement on the permanent value of Judaism, and other positive 

convictions that he shared with me during our meeting in Montreat, 

I am persuaded that Dr. Graham is destined to make a fundamental 

and lasting .contribution to the improvement of Jewish-Christian 

understanding that may well become a ·h:istoric turning point in 

relations between evangelical Christians and Jews • 

... _, .. 



NC NEWS S~RVICE (Domestic) -1-
' '• .. 

I<EY 7 3 . FUROR IS : SAID TO .. HELP CHRISTIAl'JS. RETHINK ATTITUDES ABOUT .. JEWS 
·. . . . .·· .. (600) 
.. 2/21/7 3 ·~ Wed. . . . 

. ~ · .... :;:- ·:: ·:. .: . ..... 
By ·. Jo-ann Price 

(NC News Service) .. •. 
.· ,\ . . 

· NEW YORI< (NC) ~-Jewish criticism of Key ·73, the Christian ·: .· · · .. :,_ r-: 
. . .. 

evangelistic campaign, is ca~~ing many · Christians to rethinlt · their· .:· ,, 

attitudes toward Judaism, a~cording to a Jewish l e ader here. 
For the first time. some churches are recognizing .Juda1sm as ·~"a· ·· 

permanent· living faith" · and ·the CC'tbolic Chu.rch is playing an :· .. ..... ~ . 

important role in t h is development, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum said. 

The new attitude is the· result ·of ·11 the· ·mustard seed p ianted by 

th~ second Vatican council ... iri ·its declaration on the relationship ··· ·:-.· 

of the Cathol'ic Church to· non-Chriscian· ·religions, Rabbi Tanenb~um ... · 

said. ·· · 

In an interview commenting on ·a ·new A·me'rican ·Jewish. Committee ·.: ·:. 

report on Key 73, Rabbi Tanenbaum, AJC interreligious affairs · · 

director·, said that "Catholics are making an extremely construct"ive 

contribution" to turning ·a confli~t situation' irito· one lead:in<j·"to - -· 

mutual respect. " · •' .. · .... 

Vatican lI •rfaced in ·a fundamental way its .. relationship · to · the·-· 

Jewish people," he said, "and this is now having· a broad impact·· in 

local: communities" o·f catholics· and Protestants~ 

the Jewish questio_n, ·religious liberty and in press·ing for an 

evangelism wh ich is not a cop-out from social justice." 

More than 100 Protestant denominations and church groups a~a 

about 40 Catholic dioceses in this country have· en~orsed Key 73. ··. · 

Jewish appreh~nsions have centered ·on ·its slogan as a program ·-''•to ' 

call the continent to Christ in · 1973 .• 11 

Recently Jewish communities have seen i ·ntensified convers ion 

effor ts by fervent evange lical · a.nd Jew-turned-Christian grb~ps. 

Despite tension oyer the slogan, "many .Christian lead ers--

:.! ..... . \..o<iing conservativ e Protes tz. ..... ts ,,.,ho .have .never ta};·~::":::~~ :c·~~:.. :..:' .. :)~-. · ... -- . ... . . . . , ··---- - -.. - - .. - . 
c£ r Gcognizing · Judaism as a permanent living fai t'h--have bE:gu~. ~c ~;;. 

~.:; -.;,;-. their own,·• Rabbi Tanenbaum said.. He called this· develcr-.:ner.:::. 

"~he spirit of Vatican II at work." 

z~e AJC report listed responses by Prot~stant and Jewish :~~ccrs, 
L.:::·~.:. 

includ ing a Jan. 19 memorandum on Key 73 to all Cat holic bi~hop~/t~~ 

u.s. bishops ' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. 

(MORE) 
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• 'i~ NEWS • ~lWICE {Domestic) 

"We believe that tlle ser.sitiv.:..ties of Jewi:::::. =-:9inior, ma:_r be 

taken ir. .o considerati' · ..... ~ . a _ - way wee.kilning ,?a!'.'tic ·~pation, · 

the memo~~ndum said. 

The memo pointed out that the overall objective of Key 73 was 

a pres~ntation of th~ ~ospel to the unchurched and . unconun~t -•. .:;;d, .. 

as well· as renewal of the Churc9. 

"This may be accomplished without singling out Jews or any 
other specific group," the memo s~id. "Catholics recogniz\:: the 

pluralistic character of America· and do not seek· a reaffirm~~ion 

of the old concept of a • Christiar. America.' " 

The AJC report contained quotations as well by Cardinal-elect 

Timothy Manning of Los Angeles, coadjutor Archbishop Leo C. Byrn~ 

of st. Paul and Minneapolis, the Lead~rsh~p Conference of w~~en 

Religious, the National Coalition of American Nuns and several 

Catholi.c publications.. S~milar excerpt~. were listed from Protestant 

communities • 

.. ,.The report, _de.scr.ib~d .as interim, . P,Ut .the Key 73 situa_tio~ into . . . 
this perpe_ct.ive in its conclusions:. 

--There has been a "decidedly positive response 11 gene:cally ·from 

Christian leaders wishing to he~ off 11possible '' an.ti-Semit~c;: .. · 

implications of the program. 

--The national dialogue on the issue, although sometimes uncom­

fortable and tense, has helped Christian leaders clari.fy "for the 

first time" that Key 7.3 has no strategy for proselytizing .Jews and 

that its aim is to .reach the uncommitted. 

9!'~The Key 73 issue has led to "a national clarification oi 

policy regarding anti-Semitism" by it:s own l _eadership.-. The. ,Key 73 

executive director, Dr. Theodore A. Raedeke, in Decembe~ assured.­

Rabbi Tanenbaum in a letter that t~ei::-e was "no anti-Semitism in · 

either the ideology or the thrust" of the campaign. 

--In ''grassroots" areas ar.d college -campuses eager young 

evangelicals such as Jews for Jesus and the C~pu~ Crusade for Chr. ~ ~ 

--To the degree that Key 7:. helps mal<e Ghristians i."l'to "~~tter 

Chris:tians, :it has th~ . blessing;: .. of Jews.· ... 

* * * * / ' ... .. ...... . 

.... . • ·~ ' I 



The San Diezo District of The l.Jnited Methodist Church 
. . 

· · Southern California-Arizona Conference 
2111 Camino Del Rio S.-San Dic~o. California ~2108 
Telephone: (714) 291-9374 

February 6, 1973 

resident bishop 

superintendent 

KEY 1 73 AND TI-JE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

I 

CHARLES F. GOLDEN 

.RALPH D.JOJ-iNSON 

Several Jewish leaders have expressed concern that Key '73, an 

ecumenical movement of more than 130 Christian denominations whose purpose 

is that of "Calling our Continent to Christ", will damage relationships be-

tween Christians and Jews. It must be regretfully acknowledged. that their . 

concern is justified. So~e over-zealous campus organizations' and Christian 
\ 

groups consider Key 1 73 a mandate to convert Jews end those of other' religi ons : 

to their particular brand of Chr1stianity. This interpre'tot;i.off is unfortw:10t:e 

and deplorable. 

The primary purposes of Key 1 73 are those of calling Christians to a 

deeper understanding of end commitment tq their faith, and to 'reach those of 

our Continent who are not actively related to any of the religious organizations 

in our society. Any assumption that those of other rel.igious tre.di tions are 

without a meaningful faith is. arrogant end presumptious. 

There are· plenty of prospec~s for conversion on this Continent,. end 

hence no need for pros 6lytizing those who are already committed to anothe r 

.faith. The Christian religion springs from and is d~eply rooted in the Jewish 

tradition. We worship the same God. Christianity owes many of its profound 

insights to its Jewish heritage. The Hebrew prophet, Malachi, correctly .asks, 

11Heve we not ell one Father, hath not one God created us? · Why do we deal 

treacherously, man ega;i.nst .his brother?" (2:10) 

I . 
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Key 1 73, and other evangelistic emphases of our Churches, should deepen 

ap?reciation for Christian faith and the faiths of our neighbors. There are 

honest differences of r~ligious interpretation, goals, and rituals. Differ-

. ences must not be treated es if they do not matter, but persons can be 

treated as if they matter more than difference.s. Christians will do well to 

heed the words of Jesus: -"Judge not, that you be not judged." 

Whenever the spirit of mutual respect and appreciation is violated, 

incalculable harm is perpetrated. Our Jewish brothers can be assured that 

an overwhelming majority of Christians who support Key '73, understand and 

respect the freedo~ of every person to worship God according to his own under-

standing. 

The Executive Co:nmittee of Key 1 73 Task Force, Southern California-Arizona 
\ 

Conference, tho United Methodist Church, disavows any efforts on the part of 
\ 

Christian groups to convert Jews or those of other religious traditions. We 

respect the int~8rity of. those whose religious beliefs differ from our own. 

Ralph B. Johnson, Superintendent 
San Diego District, United Methodiit 

Church 

Chairman, Key '73 Task Force · . 
Southern California- Arizona Conference 

.. --' 
"\ 
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I KEY 73 I NO THREAT TO JUDAISM 

LETTER REASSURES RABBIS 

By" Adon Taft 
Herald Religion Editor 

The Key 73 project is more of a revival than an evangelistic 
plunge. By that I mean that we have heightened the awareness of 
our own people of the~r own relig~on. 

"In the 'Key 73' plan, of course, this heightened awareness 
is expected to lead to an effort to reach the unchurched in this 
area, to invite them into the church. 

"I, FOR ONE, do not consider Jews as 'unchurched.' It is 
my understanding that the other ·three ministers in the area do not 
consider Jews as a target for 'Key 73' either." 

"The Rev. Mr. Eastman acknowl.edged that some Christians and 
some churches may attempt to evangelize Jews, but such converts 
would only come from among those Jews for whom organized .r~ligion 
has not been important and who probably 'would find themselves 
there (in church) eventually anyway.' 

"The minister said he could understand Jewish concern over 
any mass movement bearing the name Christian after their 'being 
at the mercy of i:nindless ·"Christian" efforts in the past, such as 
those during· the Spanish Inqui~ition and Nazi GertJJ.any. ' 

"If .. 'Key 73' united Christianity by dividing .Christians and 
Jews, :Ln my opinion, it has failed in its effort," said the Rev. 
Mr. Eastman. 

"If on the other hand 'Key 73' leads to a better apprecia­
tion of Jesus' command that everyone love his ·neighbor as himself, 
then it could lead· to a real love and respect between Chris.tians 
and Jews." 

Miami Herald·, Dec. 30, 1972 
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NORTh phoeNiX CORpORATe ]\,:1N1STT~/ 
586 WEST 01..ENOAL.E AVENUE PHOENIX, AFllZONA 8G021 802·284·1221 ut. 22 

SISTEA CHRISTINE A7HANS. 6.V.M. 

STATEMENT 

OF THE 

NORTH PHOENIX CORPORAT~ MINISTRY 

January 26, 1973 

.· 
We . believe the North Phoenix Corporate Ministry 

is a unique cooperative endeavo~, com­
bining Jewish, Catholic and Protestant 
congregations in education. worship and 
service. to the community. 

We believe cooperation .is an effective form of 
ministry. · 

We are o,pposed to any group prosely~izin.9 another, 
or implying that one religious orientation 
is superior ~o any· other. 

We, as a cooperative group, affirm the uniqueness 
of each religious tradition .and heritage, 
and se·ek -- while maintaining our unique­
ness -- to. cooperate, share, and work 
to bring about justlce in the world. 

We affirm our belief in one God who ~xpresses him­
self in a number of ways ·and is. active 
in the lives of Jews, Catholics and Pro­
testants. 

We seek, . th~r~fore, to be joined in doing his·work 
in the world. 

a.th El Con;repdon Church of die Beatltudoi (U.C.C.) Crcm ROICb Ul\ited McrrthodlstChlllc.'l 

Ex11Cuti.,• Difletot 

OtanfOWOOd Pre1bytor1Gn Churdl St. Franda Xavtor Catholic Church Temple Beth lll'all 
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. ~ssues rejJ~:ous. 

Jesus, Key 73 
• " i" 

ca~De(~ 
Sy Carrie La Briola . . At the ..;an·., .din; · ~,·.:~•· o: 
""'"01 ""•'d Sta• wri1« ~ , turn to God tn a new way: ll :s the convocation. wh:c.: .; - . ~.t· 

1'ey 73 and Jesus have not for us ID hinder htm on the in~ at the seminary<\'.:- · .,,,, 
emerged .as the key issues in a · /w . , ~~o~: ~r to

1
lerance or even reli· ing, Ms. Billin~s and R:.cbi ~~; · 

Jewi~b-C\\ristian convocation ,t .. · , .• , • · · .. , b Pura ism. mour Brief of the An1erican 
this week at United Theological 1 "'Without a confession of faitn Jewish Committee m:·> " c·· 
Seminary. · ; .. :i in Jesus as Lord there is no. fice will present a si:r..n· .. · o .,, 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. na- • ·~·· Christian identity," he insisted. of the three-day dialogue. 
tlonal director of the interreli- \ · . "' ... ~ ... -',:>.. For Christians, Dr. N e I s on ___ ... 
gious affairs d i v i s i o n of the t", . ·. ·~~ ?·~}.;,, . ·suggested, thi~ identity lies pri-
American Jewish · Committee, t \"· ·~ '<; ~ '~~ lmari~y in faith in Jesus as 
s po k e Wednesday nigllt and 

1 
-~ .. -~). · . . " : Messiah., . 

· again yesterday morning, in dia- 1 '·' ·~ tV . . '.... 
1
. 

Jog;ie with Rev. J. Robert Nel· I . .. .. ...... - ·,1 · • FOR THE JEWS, Rabbi Ta·· 
son. dean and professor of sy~ 1 • \ _., ·~' :;;,.t· • ' ~ nenbaum pointed out the com-
tematic theology at the Boston l ~ '";·.~~:";"_ . ~)'.• : ! ing of the Messiah' means ~ 
University School of Theology. t · :.·. / J ; :rad 1ca1 transfonnation -a, 

Rabbi Tanenbaum · said Key 1"'\~. • . .; J J >change in what they see as a 
i3-whicll is a Cllristian evan- / . \~' . ! .~ :still unredeemed world. '. 
~e'lical crusade-represents the 1 ! . ( ' ! ! "Jews judge the Messianic 
"010~1 parochial form of e\'an- l ! j;-. I .. ) age by the signs of tne times."· 
:,?elim1" and has "intimidate<I ~ _ i t . . ,. ,~ I . : .... ·;if ~e said. "For us, the first com· 
those in the mainline Protestant ~ _.,. ......_.......... in:: has not yet occurr~d." 
~enom inations who were cren to Rabbi Tanenbaum Jewish - Chri.stian d i a l o g u e 

1alogue ... There is, llll act, a . might be moTe open if Chris-· 
counter-reformat:on . ~ood · · ~ I , tians see· Jesus as tile Messianic 
and a n.umber.ol .reh01~us lead. DR. NELSON acknowled~edexperience ror them, which, 
eq; .l1a\& cap.1tulated, Rabbi that the pro~lem of conversion points beyond to a liberation yeti 
.Tanenb.~um. ~·id. _ . and proselytism has been. e'.'a~· to come, said the rabbi. for I 
1 He warned of the danger ot. 1-g~t~ ~Y ~e~ _73bev~gehst~CJews, he noted, the Passover• 
: merging an eY~ngelical fai1\11;p '. uJ sa·~'.c~ ar Ya n~w was a real experience oflibera-1 

1
with secular power whicll re=·P~sue m ewi suan re a·tion pointing beyond to the coro-j 
_ • uons. . · -
suits in situations such as have-I "I personally deplore any sue· · ' 
developed in Ireland, the Sudan. ·cess in witness · ... achieved by 
Indi~-?a'.:'.o:ar:, Cyprus and the .dcf1mation, caricature or dis­
Mideast. .tonion ... For my part. l can-

"When one sees abo111t us the In o t see any justification !or 
emerging consciousness o! Key ' what is called the 'mission to : 
7~lling tl1e cont in en t to .the Jews . . .' l•t ;s unwmlhy of ! 
Cihrist in 19n as the prelude to the Go.~pel of Jesus ... It 1s true ! 
c::illing the world to Christ in that Kr.y 73 proram h~s Jnti~1i- : 
1030-1 say, th~nk God U1at our dated many of us In the main· 
country has the separation of . ll n e Prot.estant denominations . 
church and sttlle under the guid· because .. • we ha.ve no worka· 
ance or wi~r Protestant mjnds • ble alternative to mission. i 
of the p~st.'' ~ "Into the vacuum or our theol-

Key 73 was launched. last De- I ogy or mission has come <his 
c·em oor by 140 Christian denomi- development which to many ..• 
nations. sects, institutions ·and I is distastelul." 
groups in the United States and ! For Dr. Nelson, the key issue. 
Canada. how e v e r is the problem of 

Its campaign goal is ID con- j Christology '_ the Christian ac-
front every ·person on the contJ- . . .. 
nent with the gospel 0: !esus jCeptance of Jesus a: Messi.an on 
Ch r i s c "by proclamation and I the race of the Jewish anucipa· 
demonstration. witness and min· aion ol. the Messianic age yet to 
istry, word and de00," acrord· 

1
come. 

. .. ~.~ 

'' ( ... -.;-

_r • ., 

. ' -~ ..... , •.. 

Rev. J. R., ~etson 
ing to its sponsors. 
· He objects to the hard-sen, THE PROBLEM, as he sees 
nard-l:ne kind of evangelism it, is the "Christian faith in the in~ or Lhe fullness of the Messi· · 
Key 73 represents, which he universality of Jesus Christ and amc age. 

of God's saving work throui;h "Both faith communities have I 
rnsists has become almost fad· Jesus i:;hrist _ not simply 3 , experienced grace __ a~d .took for , 

:ist, es Pe c i a I I Y amol)g such rabbi, but as the Son of God sent fullfillment," said Rabbi Tanen· 

!
'groups as Campus Crusade for for all men," he said. "That is~ baum 
. Christ and Jews for Jesus. fantastic claim for those who · . 
I "The public high school of c 't believe .. he admitted. Dr. Nelson and Rabbi Tanen-
jArnerica has becon;e a. major I ~ the Christian claim that baum are t.he principal speakers 
are~a .. for proselytism in th~s ,Jesus is the universal Messiah, at .the mter1a1th convocauon. 

Joauon, he charged. But ~e s~d for all human bein·~ except for . 0 t n e r speakers ~nd dtalogue 
1he would respect '.'a..convers1on · J ws? he asked. " ; group leaders m~lude Dr. R:ob-

l
expenence when 1-1 is based on e ·. .. · ·I ert H us ! on, chief ecumenical 
knowledge rather than abysmal On wh~t he called tile thorn) , staff officer of the United Meth-

lignorance." , problem of proselyusm ond I odist Church board of global 
' A Ch . - h J conversion. Dr. Nelson m~de a ! ministries R ii b bi S Jan:cs 

ny .risuon 
1
"'u1' 

1
?

11
5eesd ~ distinction be l ween the two; Rudin a<~istant dircct~r or iiie 

.as some .. ow un 1 e or 1n- h"ch he warned a~· in,·• • · complete, must only have expe- terms, w 1 0
" • • :· interreli~i11us a I 1 a i rs dcpart-

:nenccs of marginal. Jews, he usmg as if. they were syn<in)· j ment of me American Jewish 
!cvntinued mous. I _ . I' . 

1 
Committee: Ms. Peggy Billin;s 

! "We s;;ike our existence on . ..Prose yt~sm tmhp ies pre-ssurdc, of <r.e Section of Christian soci~l 
: . ; . manipulation, . e suggeste · relatio;;· .. women's d i v i s i on, 
i_~c ./o'cnant and ~e eternal , while "conversion m~ans a per-: United M~thodist Church, Board 
.c.cc.1on of the Jews until the: 15on's freely diosett dec1S1on to ! 1 N · · M' .. .. R bb' a l 
end of ti me ... "he said. "God's ; . . o auo~1a.1 isston.. a t .a· 

·promises and the covcn
3
nt with I four Bnck~er; . and other Jewish 

Israel are ... irrevocable.:• .... j .and Christian leaders. · 
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE, 43 WEST 57TH ST., N. v. :10019 

EPISCOPAL LEADER OF CHlL.~CH UNION 
SEES KEY 7~ · BRI~"GI~~ STABILITY 

By Religious -News Service (1-15-73) 

' I 

MONDAY, JANUARY 1.5, 1-973 

PROVIDENCE,- R.I. (RNS) -- Canon Albert J. ·duBois, executive director 
of the American Church Union, has suggested that the Christian witness 
of Key 73 .m:iy bring stability to the nation. 

. . 
Addressing a Meeting for Christian .Wi t ness at Brown. University here, 

the· leader of the "Anglo-Catholic" wing of the Ep~.scopal. Chu!'.ch pointed 
ou~ that the purpose _of Key 73, a continent-wide evangelistic effort, 
is· "to tell th~ ·nation about Jesus, with convict~oD, determination ~nd 
persuasion." · · 

He .declared .that the only way out of the present situation of 
confusion, bewµ:.de·rment and violence w:i:11,. ·be fou.nd ";in a mighty movement 

_of .. t:epen.t~'Q9.e and q~ a ne.w ~ co~_t_men_t_ t;¢?. _~he J~ible ~ _i~ ~- ~~_t;ur.n ~-9 _p~rsof!.al .. . 
prayer and worship ·and in a recoyery of a sense of the _majest~c transcendence 
of God which makes His passionate, sacrificial love for man a compelJ.ing 
basis for ma.n's 'response in a loving concern for others." . 

Such a concern, Canop. duBois said~ is one -~'whi.ch we must recover­
in American J.ife if we are. to return to a ~easure .of stabil~ty and 
pres·e~ve tho$e freed9ms which are .God-given rights." 

Today, he asserted, "we are moving out of the period when .the . 
doubters, the 'God is ·dead' people and the skeptics have had their day. 
The news media and the peopJ.e of the J.and are growing weary of denials •. 
The proclamations. of the des~royers are no longer sensation~ headlines." 

Since Chl'is~ians are called to ttbear one another's burdens and 
s·o fulfill the law of Christ, 1r Canon duBois said, "what necessarily 
goes on in church buildings cannot be separated from.each Christian's 
personal responsibility for the welfare ' of alJ. who stand in need of 
love and ca~ in h~s neighborhood, his community, h:i,s nation, and the 

·wor.+d.u .. · · · . 
-0- // 

' 
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SPRINGFIELD CHP.ISTIAN ~--iOTE 
CONCERN OF JEWS ABOUT~ 

~Y Religious Hews Service (3-9-73) 

S E R V I C E 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 1973 

SPRINGFIELD, Hass. 
clergy agreed here that 
and understanding among 
failure." 

(RNS) -- A group of 200 Protestant and catholic 
"if Key 73 were to endanger the developing respect 
Ch~istians and Jews, Key 73 would indeed be·_?·-,\. · ..... 

They expressed the hope "that J~ey 73 will lead Christians to a better 
appreciation of Jesus' command that everyone love his neighbor as himself and, 
in this way, serve to deepen a real love between Christians and Jews." 

-The clergy issued a joint statement to this effect that appeared as a 
full-page advertisement in the Springfield Republican. Signers included 
Roman catholic Ilishop Christopher Ueldon of Springfield, Episcopal Bishop 
.Alexander Stewart of \vestern Massachusetts, and clergy from Baptist, 
Christian and i'Iissionary Alliance, Congregational, Lutheran, llethodist, 
Salvation Army, · and United Church of Christ congregations. ·· 

In response to the statement, .. r..abbi Solomon U. Schwartzman of Temple 
Israel. in Greenfield, said, "Key 73 is, in my opinion, an internal striving 
of the Christian faith. It is encouraging to see that they (signers of 
the statement) arc conscious of the implication~ ·it has for other faith 
communities, _ pa~ticularly the Jewish, and that they are responding with 
measured ·reSpOnSibility tO thOSC implications• It 

Under the · heading, "To Our J ewish and Christian Brethren.: A Declara-: 
tion on Xey· 73," the Christian cl~rgy responded to concerns about Key 73 
that have been exp!:'essed by some Jewish groups. 

They specifically referred to a recent American Jewish Committee state­
ment that urged Christians who arc i nvolved in Key 73 "to respect the convic­
tions and feelings of Jews and to disavow specifically any intention to 
proselytize the Jewish community. 11 

The joint statement declared: 

rrKey 73 is a Christian ecumenical response to the spiritual and moral 
crises of our time, in which more than 140 church bodies of the United States 
and canada have caught the vision of a common mission in 1973: calling our 
continent to Christ . 

(more) PAGE -22-
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"However, since many evangelistic Christian crusades of the past have 
been· accompanied by harassment and pers~cution · of the J,cwish community, it is 
certainly not our intention, in promoting Key 73, either to proselytize our 
Jewish neighbors or to dcnigra te; directly or indirectly, the faith they _hold 
dear. 

"We wish to reassure our Jewish brothers and sisters that we apprec_iate 
and respect their spiritual patrimony and the vitality and relevance of 
Judaism today. 

"The primary aim of the ycar-lon~~ cnceavor is to intensify the faith of 
individual Christians. It also affords an oppor~unit;.r for spcat<.ing c.learly 
of that faith to the millions· of i\mc::-i.ca~1s who are 'un-churched,' that is, 
who have no formal religious associat~or. ut all. 

"We, the undersigned, urge Christians to cooperate with the spirit aDd 
activities of Key 73, recognizing however, that .if Key 73 WCl.'C to endanger 
the developing respect and understanding arr.ong Ch:r;i:i.s~ans and Jews, Key 73 
would indeed be a failure. 

"Rather, it is our hope that J~cy 73 ..,,-r.i.11 lead Christians to a better· 
appreciation of Jesus' command that everyone love his nc~ghbor as himself 
and, in this _way, serve to deepen a real love between Christians and Jews." 

Rabbi Schwartzman 's response said, 11The statement of my Christian 
colleague~ is designed to assure that Key 73 doe no violence to the good 
relations that exist between us. I am prayerful that the grassroots of 
the church will respond to the direction implied and explicity stated in 
the statement. :r 

DISCIPLES ALLOC.!\TE $50, 000 
FOR AID TO INbO-CIIII·:A 

-0-

By Religious Hews Service (3-9-73) 

INDIANAPOLIS (RNS) -- A grant of $50,000 for reconstruction and develop­
_;ment in Indo-China was the la:r-gcst of allocations totaling $102 ,000 approved 
here by the Weck of Compassion Corrunittcc of the Christian Church .(Disciples 
of Christ). 

The committee administers funcs given each February in a special 
offering. 

Other grants, none exceeding $13,SOC, went to projects in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. Included was $10,000 for the World Council of Churches' 
Program to Combat Racism. 

The $50, 000 for Indo-China will be channeled through the \·JCC program 
for war-ravaged regions of Southeast Asia. 

-0- PAGE .-23-



"·prose/yf ing Scored 
'.. . \ 

·By Jewish Leader 
By VIRGINIA CULVER tempt to make America "a rabbi and other Jewish leaqers 

Denver Post Religion Edi,tor threat to the pluralism of our want a similar statement from 
A national Jewish leader has country." . local church leaders. 

_criticized organizers of a huge He also criticized Key 173 for He met with Denver-area 
':christian evangelical movement its possibl · ipfluence on ·Jews rabbis Monday and said "they 
·:for- trying to prosel}rte Jews. "in terms of encouraging .POrse- are concerned" about Key '73. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Iyting the Jewish conununity as He said local leaders of the 
' mr'ector of the interreligious af-. a corporate body." movement should make a pub­
~fairs department, American Je- Tanenbaum ·well !mown for lie clarification after dialogue 

wish C?mmi~tee, said in a his work in ~proving rtlations with Jewish leaders. 
-Denver mterv1ew Monday that between Judaism an otherv BASED ON HONESTY 
~ le~_ders· of Key '73 sho_uld. clari- faiths said he asked to meet He said he has developed 
.• fY ~their .position to the Jew~sh with leaders of Key '73 to . dis- good rel.ations with persons of 
commuruty that the conversion cuss his position on Jews. other faiths but that such rela-
pf :Jews is not the intention of He met with the leaders in tionships are based on honesty . 

. ~ movement. October but "I waited literally "The . relatio~sbip. cann~t be 
. . "The American Jewish Com- weeks and nothing was clarified honest if t~ silent mtenhon of 
. mittee has always been com- about the aims of Key '73." one party rs the eventual de-
. mi~ted to religious liberty and OBLIGATION FELT struc~ion of tbe other's wtb," 
. freedom of conscienc," he "It was getting close to the he said.. · . . 
sa.id. "Any faith bas a right to opening of Key ,73 (in De- . Recallmg early A~erican ~­
p_roclaim !ts truth. But th~t cernber) . and 1 felt r .bad an t?ry when e~angelical _ ~­
right also mvolves the respons1· obligation to issue a statement bans felt com~ell~d to conv~rt! 
bi~ity of conscience not to of- about the problems with Key ~ews~ the,;~bb1 said such activ­
fena the dignity and a honor of ,73.,, . rty 1~ like .~ headhunte: 
another faith." He said he received a letter collectmg scalps .. . 
.VANGLISTIC DRIVE two weeks ago from the Rev. He was also cnt.1c~l of an un· 
: · 'Key '73 is a year-lon·g evang- Theodore Raedeke, national ~ercurre~t of C_hristran ~vang~­
listic thrust endorsed by some coordinator of the movement, hs~ evid~t m ~enca ml 
140 Protestant denominations stating that Key '73 . did not which college. and hig~-scho~. 
and organizations. have as its intention the conyer- youth a_re ~ub~~cted to fanatl­
'. :Tanenbaum criticized the slo- sion of Jews. cal radicalism of such groups 
gan o Key '73 which says the However, since most Key '73 as the Jew~ f?r Jesus and the 
aµlr is · "to call the· continent ~o activities are being planned and Hebrew Christian~; . 
Christ in 1973" as being an at· executed by local churches the The effect can . take fir_e like 
· . ': : _ . . _ ' a mass movement," he sard. 

THE DENVER POST 
24 Tues .. Jan. 23, 1973 

omver Post Photo llY fi rnic Leyba 
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WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY 
I~ 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUMA OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
"KEY 73 OFFICIAL CLARIFIES EVANGELISM. POLICY TOWARD JEWS'' 

On January 6, Key 73, the nationwide evangelism campaign, will 
launch its first major national television program, keynoting its 
drive to "call the continent to Christ." As is generally known, 
this unprecedente~ ecumenical crusade to evangelize "all th~ people 
of America" in 1973 has resulted in a series of critical reactions 
on the part of a · number of Jewish religious and communal leaders. 
The issues to which these Jewish spokesmen have responded are 
essentially those · first raised in a research docume·nt on "Evangelism 
and the Je~s" prepared by the American Jewish Conunittee and since 
made available to Jewish communities throughout the country through 
the agency of the National Conununity Relations Arlvisory Council. 

Among the issues which rightly concern Jewish leadership are 
these: What are the implications of a campaign to evangelize America 
for the pluralist character of America? Will an evangelical theology 
that perceives Christianity as a "substitute covenant" for that of 
Judaism .feed negative and even anti-Semitic attitudes toward the 
Jewish people? Will the Key 73 campaign which emphasizes testifying 
to Christ through neighborhood door-to-door canvases and college 
and high school campus crusades lead to coercive pressures against 
the conscience of Jewish individuals and groups, a.nd others? 

In an effort to obtain clarification of Key 73 policies on these · 
crucial issues, I met with Key 73 leaders last October in St. Louis 
and have since corresponded .with several of their leaders. This 
week the first official policy statement on several of these issues 
was made in a letter to me from the executive director of the Key 
73 campaign, Or. Theodore Raedeke of St. Louis. These are the major 
clarifications of views expressed by Dr. Raedeke whose words I quote 
(with his permission): 

"There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the thrOst 
of Key 73. I trust that you understand this, just ap wo undoretand 
your position to be not anti-Christian. We do not winh to parbecutn, 
pressur~ or force Jews to Lelieve or do anything against their will. 
On the other hand we are confident that the Jews do not wish to 
undermine our holy faith or deprive us of our .rights to propagate 
our faith -- the privilege. which we enjoy in America. 

"Rest assured that we will attempt in no way to deny our deepest 
Chr~stian convictions in this regard · so that we wrong the Jewish1 
community in any way, At the same time, I hope that we may be con­
fident that you who are not Christian will not in any way intimidate 
or pressure the many Christians participating in Key 73 against con­
fessin$ before men the saving Go~pel." 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Director ·of the Interreligious 
Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee, presents a 
weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System. 

-over-
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While th~se view~ do not respond adequately to all the questions 
that the ,Tewish ·community would want clarified, the statement re­
pud.iating anti-Semitism and any evangelical resort to coercion are 
welcome clarifications indeed. One can only hope and expect that· this 
message will reach .many of the Key 73 evangelists , especially on 
college and high school campuses, some of whom in their zeal need 
such rem~nders that the right of religiou$ liberty involves · the duty 
of respecting the consc.ience of others who do not feel the .need t o be 
witnessed to . 

January 4, 1973 
73-700-3 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

M E M 0 R A N D · U .M 

· ' 

TO: Area Directors 

FROM: Sanruel Rabinove April 19, 1973 

SUBJECT: "Jews for Jesus" TV. program 

The Christian missionary group called Beth -Sar Shalom, which 
seeks to convert Jews to Christianity, has produced a TV program en­
titled "Jews for Jesus." Rlibbi Jim Rudin was one ·of a group of a 
dozen Jewtsh organization . representatives who recently were invited 
to a preview of this program, which Jim ·then characteriz.ed in· the 
followitig terms: 

"The most disturbing aspect of this TV program is its blatant 
hostility towards Judaism as a living and authentic faith. 

-The denigratio~ of Ju~aism takes many forms on the program, 
b~t it is a cons~ant ~heme throughout. In one place, the 

· spo~esman f9r B~th Sar Shalom indic~~es 'that .the Jewish 
people theti)selv·e~ ar~, someho~ responsible for t~eir own 
persecution and victimization. It . 

WPIX-TV in New York City, which had originally scheduled a 
showing of this program, decided not to exhibit it, largely as a 
result of Jewish protests, on the basis that its ·presen.tation was not 
"in the public interest." WTAF-TV in Philadelphia made the same de­
cision after a similar preview showing and a similar Jewish reaction~ 
The question .aritfes as. to what should he AJC's posture toward possible 
scheduling of this program elsewhere in the country. · 

In our Statement on Censorship, adopted in 1951, we_ affirmed 
our fundamental commitment to freedom of expression . and our opposition 
to censorship or suppression ~n. the media arts, absent a "clear and 
present dang·er." * We said then, " •.• a work of art which merely offends . 

... 

* Defined as ·h ••• li~ely to result in acts of violence against persons 
or property, or which imminently threatens the position or status 
of a group." 

73-630 .. 15 

·r -/t 
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sensibilities should not be considered a clear and .present danger if, 
although it may have an undesirable effect on attitudes, it is unlikely 
to produce direct overt consequences." At'~ the same time, we also said 
that AJC should not ignore the problem of defamation, that ·we have 
" ... not only the right but the responsibility to· use educational ap­
proaches designed to persuade writers and . produ~ers to make productions 
that will promote good inter-group relatiot:\'s., arid to .dissuade them 
fron:i making those .~aving the contrary effect." · Moreover, we declared, 
AJC " •.. has the right, if an undesirable work is produced, to register 
its protest, provided that such pr.otest avoids recourse to coercion ... " 

Extrapolating from our policy Statement, how should AJC chapters 
respond to the problem posed by the "Jews for Jesus" program? If it . 
is learned that a TV station plans to exhibit this program, it .is 
appropriate to urge the station management to ca:refully· reconsider its 
decision on the ground that the public interest ~s not served by pro­
·viding a forum for a fallacious and distorted attack on any retigious 
faith. Clearly, the decision is theirs to make. We do pot _question 
their constitutional right to show this program. If t_hey deci4e to · 
do so, however, we would question their judgment as socially respon­
sible broadcasters. Obviously, no threats of any kind, express or 
implied, should be made under any circumstances. But we would be 
rem~~s in ou~ obligation to the Jewish community were we .to fail to 
re.cord our disapproval of the presentation of this ~efamatory piece 
of work. In the eventthat a broadcaster is not dissuaded from present­
ing ~he program, the less publicity it receives the better for the 
Jewish community. Advertising it is· s~arcely helpful. 

SR:ig 
73-630-15 

cc: C~C's 
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What's behind this movement sweeping the country, particularly among ttie 
youth? Is it just a thing of the moment? Will it last? Grow bigger? Who does it 
affect? The ortt:iodox? The fringe Jew? Just the young? What happens when 

,a Jew accepts-Christ? Join Les Crane as t}e probes these questions so many 
- - · of us are aski!19· Produced by .Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian Fellowship. 

• • I . .. ' . . 

., 

.. 

"\ . . . . 

·. ·. New York WPIX·TV Ch.11 
· .. 

. Thur., March 29, 12 Midnight 
. . 

----------------------------~-------------------FREE BOOKLET: · . . 
· · · Watch the telecast, and use this form to or~er the 

booklet "Smiling Faces" containing the personal 
stories of 39 Jews who.accepted Christ. Learn how 

· · it affected them, their families, and their place 
in the community._ Free of charge or obligation. 

.•. Beth Sar Shalom ' 
! . -

: Box 1331 · 
·: Englewood Cliffs, ~;J. 07632 
I 

1 . . . . Name -------------• 
: Street -------------! ~ . City . State Zip ---
~~-------------·----~-~----··---~--·-~---------·---------------~---·--• 

.. · . . \,, ... 

,r 

.! 
;1 

i 
4-

I 
:· 



To: 

From: 

THE AMERICAN -JEWISH COMMITTEE 

.M E: M 0 R ~. ,N__ D U .M 
. ... . . . : . 

. .: : - .. . " 
May 15 , 1972 

. .. . ._ Religio~s:· and . Comm·u:n·a1· : t~ader.s 
., .. ' . . . :. .. . . . . ··. ": ; . ·_ :· · .. 

. -··· 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbalim, National Direc.tor of AJC 
Interrelig~ous Affairs 

Subj.ec.t :_ . Some Issues Raised .. by Forthcoming Evangelism 
Campaigns: · · A Background Meinor.andc.im . · · · . 

: ·' ' . . ··· 

· Recent annoµncements · of a" forthcoming s'eries · of nationwide campaigns of 
Chr~st ian evangelism have . begun· to. raise concern .irn the Jewish_· community 
ab0ut thepot'ential ~ of these . programs.for i~tergro~p tension and misunder­
stanµing. . The intensificati"on of Christian s.vangelis~ raises two· different. 
questions for Je~s:-. 1) How mu~h - .of this ·forthcomii:ig activity will be 
specifically directed to the conversion ot individual Jews or the Jewish 
community? . 2). Assuming that: Jews are not singled out as special objec,ts 
for conve-rsion in . these·.·forthcoming. campaigns·, what are tl;le implications 
of this "new evangelis_m" for: tbe ·pluralist character of American society, 
as well as. for the .. unfolding natur~ of Jewish~Christian rela.tions? · 

In response to the .. first . question, it should· be emphasized that none of the 
nationwide campaigns . qesc.ribed ·b_elQw is specific.ally .directed : to · Jews or 
the Jewish ~ommunity•· .Nevertheless, those specialized groups and organ­
;izations which .filg committed : to winning Jews for Christ have recently · 
stepped up their activities. The American Board of : Missions t ·o the Jews 
(Beth Sar Shalom Fellowship) -~ a Hebrew-Christian· movement -- has mounted · 
a direct conversion : effort · at-. the Jewish people through .well-financed nation··· 
wide television .programs· and full:-page ads in .major daily · newspapers ("So 
Many Jews Are Wear.ing '1'.hat Smile-' . Nowadays") .. .. The -~'Jews for Jesus'·' move­
ment and the· Young Hebrew Christi~n Alliance (YHCA) · have concentrated their 
missionary attention on Jewish youth on · t .he college campuses, apparently 

. riding on the wave of popularity of "the Jesus movement." The Broadway 
rock musical "Jesus Christ Superstar" - ·shortly . to be made into a film in 
Israel - which was · recently the cent~r 6f'controversy over the portrayal of 
Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus; both contributed to and is a by-product 

· of this movement. · · ' 

The answ~r to t:he second question ~ill depe·na largely on how these campaigns 
develop, how effective they are, and in ·part, how the Jewish community , and 

·others, respond to them . 

. I .t is apparent · that both the : general evangelism campaigns . and · the specific 
Hebrew-Christ.ian missionary. efforts will confront the Jewish community and 

·other·s·, during the coming months - and perhaps the next several years - with 
. one of · the .most: complicated and challengi.ng intergroup and interreligious 
problems. J{ow to:· assure freedom of religion and at the same time preserve 
the diverse, pluralist character of· American . society in the . face of tend­
encies to regress .. to an earlier "-Evangelical Empire" which imperially acted 
as .. though Christianity and. Ame.rica· were one and ·the same ;- how . to preserve 
the substantial ·gains that have been made ~n r~cei:it years_ in Jew.ish"." 
Christian . understanding,.: and at the same time to cori11riunicate to 'Christian 
evangelists that . the Jewish people . rejec t any theological views that requi re 
that the Jews be "saved" by ceasing to exist as members of the historic 
J ewish faith and people, are at the heart of this task of interpretation . · 
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In response to requests for guidelines and suggestions from the Jewish com­
munity · - especially from Rabbis, Hillel Directo~s and Jewish parents - the 
AJC Interreligious Affairs Department has prepared this background memoran­
dum* for the· purpose of: (a) providing information about the various pro­
jected evangelism campaigns, and Hebrew-Christian movements; and (b) sug­
gesting approaches for articulating a' Jewish response to these efforts in­
sofar as they affect the Jewish COl1J!Ilunity. 

CURRENT EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS 

One of the most striking phenomena in ~ece~~ Ameii~ari re~i~ious life has 
been the renaissance of evangelica'i Christianity. The per:fod since the end 
of World War II has witnessed an extraordinary advance by evangelical groups. 
These groups are today growing at a rate which exceeds the expansion of the 
mainline denominations and the rise of· the general population. In ~e6ent 
years., evangelical bodies have ·increased' their membership 500-700% while the 
major denominations and the Roman Catholic Church have increased by only 
75-900fe, barely" keeping up ·. with ·the rise in general population. 

The ·contemporary evangelical movement continues to articulate-'the traditional 
.theological concepts . of fundamentalist. Christianity but with increasing in­
tellectual acumen. The message of evangelicalism is articulated through 
a highly skilled and effective utilization of the mass med-ia. 

At the heart of the evangelical thrust is the revivalistic ministry of 
. Billy Graham who stands today as perhaps the single mo'st prominent religious 
leader in America. The popularity of Dr~ Graham has given prestige to a 
conservative. Protestant message which for generations had been relegated by 
many observers to the fringes of American life. 

The articulation and spread of this evangelistic message has become· in the 
last few years -a preoccupation among younger · Christians. The growth of the 
"Jesus Movement," the rise in evengelical seminary enrollment, .and the ac­
celerated pace of young people .choosing church· vocations, all testify to the 
fervor and spread of evangelism. 

The last several years have witnessed a prolife'ration of m~jor conferences 
on evangelism . . Since the 1966 Berlin Conference, meetings have been · held 
in the United States,.. Canada., Latin America, Africa and Asia. ' These ses­
sions have brought together evangelists, pastors, educators and lay people 
to develop strategy for evangelism on a regional basis. The next major 
conference will be world-wide.in scope involving 3500 delegates in 1974, 
probably to be held in India. 

Although evangelistic activity has chiefly been the concern of conservativ~ 
Protestants there are· growing in.dications· that mainline Prot~stant bodies 
as well as Roman .Catholics are being influenced by t he intensified interest 
in e.vangelism. Thus the National Council ·of Churches has announced plans 
for the development of a new program unit called Evangelism/Celebration; tl'~e 
World Methodist Council last year adopted a global evangelism emphasis to 
culminate in a world conference in 1974; a world Baptist mission of Recon­
ciliation is scheduled for 1973-75 ; the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church voted to increase its· evangelism budget from fifty to 

* The factual information in this document is based on research by Gerald 
Strober, Cons~ltant on Religious Curricula and . specialist in Evengelical 
Relations for the AJC . 
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· eighty thousand dollars; the major Reformed bodies . in America .participated in 
an evangelism eonference in ·1971 and: the :American Roman Catholic hierarchy 

'. Voted to support.a · nationwide evangelistic ' effort organized by 100 Protes­
tant groups for 19.73. (There .are an estimated 200,-000 members in the 
Catholic Pentecostal Movement.') · · \ 

Perhaps the two· most outstanding· evangelistic events planned for the next 
·eighteen months are ··the International Student Congress on· Evangelism ·(known 
as Explo '72) to be "held : in Dallas in June, and Key '73, ·a year-long effort 

· that will undoubtedly attract immense interest in th~ general as well as 
religious media. 

Explo '72 is a project of Campus Crusade for Christ, an international stu­
dent movement with 3,000 staff members operating on ~50 campuses, with a 
reported budget of 18 ·million dollars. B·ill Bright, the President of Campus . 
Crusade, is the chairman of Expio .. Billy Graham h~s . agreed to serve as 
Honorary Chairman. Explo is expected to bring 100,000 Christian young 
people to Dallas during the ~e~k of June 12~17 . . The delegates are to .meet 
in 100 concurrent working ses~iops aimed at training them effectiv~ly "to 
witness Christ" on th~ir campus ·or in their local. area. Bt'ight, in dis­
cussing the purpose of Explo ·recently . said; "Explo . is a spring-board to 
train thousands· of college students and generate a ·movement for Christ whid;~ 
will sweep 6ur ~ountr~ arid .the w6rld. We are seekirig tb saturate the entir~ 
.·nation with the claims of Jesus Christ in 1976. " . . Exp lo will ·gain national 
··1isibility through nightly te;t.evis:fon se·r:vices from the. Cotton ;Bowl. The 
event will close on June 17 wi~h an. all-day fes~ival keynoted by Biily 
Graham, and attended hy a projected 250, 000 .. .P~ople. * · 
An indicat.ion .of the surfac~ng of. the .ideology .of . "America as a Christian 
nation" at Explo '72 is to be seen .in a recent statement by pne of the 'most 
prominent ' leaders of' .tP,e 11J~sus '_.!?eople, '·1 the: ·Re~ . Arthur Blessitt of the 
Children of God. The . 30-y~ar-old 'evarrnelist; said. he 11hopes to get Presi-

· dent Nixon to make. a public stat~m~nt; as tq whether he is.pe~sonally com­
mitted to Jesus Christ as his .Lord and Savior.n .Mr . Blessitt observed, 
according to Religious News Service (March 29; 1972) ~ that Expio ·,72 plans, 
among other things to send teams of Christians to witness during the 
nati6n~l.political conventions. tnis summer and spoke of his hope "for a 
man .who has a · personal commitment :to Jesus Christ .. as .Sav:j.or and Loz;d who 
will arise on t:he natiopa.l political . sc~ne." ' 'He added that . he expects 
Governo·r Reuben Askew of Florida, who will .lead his state's delegation to 
Explo '7.2, to ment.ion· his commitment to. Jesus Christ when he delivers 
the ~eynote apdress ·at the Democratic ·National Convention in July . . 

Even ·mar~ important for · ·its ,poten:tial impact is .. the ·.Key '73 . eva~geli~tic 
effort . to b.e. launched early" next year:. : This program. which has the active 

. support of···over 100 Protestant. denomfnations cites . I.ts aim .to "blitzw the 
contine.nt next year. with an evangelistic. crusade,, ''to confron .. t' p_eop°le with 
the gosoel of° Jes us · Christ by pro'clamation _and demonstra.tion. by . witness 

*Other movements in the 'rJesus Revolution" include the Inter-Varsity Chris­
t~an Fellowship; . Young Li£:e (1, 300 club . affiliates) ;. Youth. for Christ 
(rep~esented in· 2,00Q American hig~· schools), Teen Ch~llepge; the Pente­
costals (estimated lO;ooo· members); and the Catholic Pentecostals (who are 
committed to the Catholic Church). There are an estimated ·500 Christian 
.Communes across the country. 



-- 4 -

. and .mini~trvr by word and deed." Key . '7~ ha~ been ·in the planning since 1967 
when a sma11 :group of lea~ing evangelic~ls . met at a hotel near the Key Bridge 
in Washington, D. '. C ~ , td ~share their desire for a major national evangeliza­
tion campa~gn. The plans· have · been .endorsed by the .American ·-Baptists, the 
United Church of Christ, the United Method~sts , the three major. Lutheran 
denominations, and the Anglican Church of Canada , among others. Key '73 
is administered by an executive . dir~ctor on loan from one of the major 
Lut~eran bodies and by a fifty member centra~ committee . Its · organization 
1s somew~a~ .loosely structur~d in that ·each d~nomination · will decide the 
precise form of its participation. There will be, . however~ an extensive 
sharing of materials and resources. Following the pattern of the Graham 
organization's success, mass med~a will be emphasized. 

· EVANGELISM AND "JEWS FOR JESUS" 

One a~pec1; of the signiticant increase ·in evangelistic activity has been the 
intensification of efforts aimed at converting Jews ~o Christianity. Most 
of .. these efforts have been conducted "by long established organizations in­
volved with Jewish evangelism, . (American Board of Missions to .the Jews; 
Hebrew-Christian .Allianc'e) .but there .have been indications of independent 
or off:..shoot groups formed to evangel~ze young people, i.e.· "Jews for Jesus. " 
To date · t]1ere has be.en · no · evidence to .suggest that 1:he rria"jor evangelical 
groups or personalities are ·directly involved in the .campaign .to win ·Jews 
to Christ although the possibility . eX-iS!ts that such activity could occur , 
especially if the Jewish mission groups should succeed in attaching them­
selves to the major evangelistic events scheduled for the next several years -
(See attached ad from Eterriity magazine.) · · 

;rhere ·are an estimated 100-150 .local and national organizations .of Hebrew 
Christians ". According to.'Christianity Today ("Turning Qn · tq, Jeshua, "Dec. 17 , 
1971), "Most :mainlirie denominations have now qu~etly closed their Jewish 
evangelism offices but independent agencies continue to proliferate, and 
Jewish evangelism departments are still operated by Chicago's Moody Bible 
I~stitute ~rid the Bi~le Inst{tute of Los .Ang~les." · 

The Young Hebrew Christ~an' Alli~nce (YHCA) wa~ formed in 1965 to promote 
"Messianic Judaism-" It claims several hundred members amon·g young Jews who 
bel,ieve they · are "comple1;ecl :Jews" by foliowl.ng the Messiah Jesu!?. · YHCA and 
other Hebrew-Christian groups have sponsored Hanukkah parties, celebrating 
Jesus ~s the Hanukkah ~ehorah, or Eternal Light of the World . In Phila­
c'ielphia, . they sponsor "The· Hidden Ma~zoh" (The Afikoman), a meeting house at 
which groups of young 'Jews meet .to sing, · pray·, and· testify to Jesus as their 
personal Messiah. In ._ San Francisco, Martin "f1oise" Rosen of the. American 
Board of Missions to the Jews heads the "Jews for Jesus" · group~ In New 
York ' s ·columbia University, ·a '.'Jesus ·Week" was sponsored from April 30-May S, 
1972 , featuring a series of lectures~ films , multimedia presentati9ns, and 
concerts for ·the ·purpose of "presenting Jes Lis· Christ as Lord and Savior. n 

The .Pianning Comrnittee ·for Jesus." Week included several Hebrew-Christians 
of the Alliance Jewish Fellowship and Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian 
Fellowship. 

. . 
In Miami, Shalom International produces training materials - including 
"The Five Jewish Laws" - to he;Lp. those witn~ssing to Jews to use "the right 
terminology." 
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According to New.sweek magazine (Apr,il 17, 1972), there are· "5:,000 or so 
Hebr_ew Christians who ·.worship at the American Board of Missions to the Jews' 
two dozen 'outposts·' . throughout ·the U.S·. ; . .- it is· estimated that perhaps as 
many as 100,000 other converts attend ·Sunday. services at Protestant 
churcties .. " . Together· with some , 60 other similar organizations,, the American 
Board -operates alm.ost entirely .. with . money and ministers supplied by evan-
gelical I.?rotestan~s, Newsweek reports.· , . 

INTERGRQUP ANP INTEBRELIGIOUS IMfLICATIONS . ' 
A number of basic issues are. ra:ised for Jews - both as American citizens 
and as adherents of Judaism - by these developments which call for the most 
careful consideration: 

1) Does the revival ·of "the new evangelism" pose a real th~eat of' regres­
sion to the early "Evangelical Empire" stage of American history which 
equated the Kingdom of God with Prote.stant repUblicanism · (see The Righteous 
Empire, by the Rev. Marttn Marty)', arid s·uppQrted a· Christian theocratic 
conception ·of American institutions?° ·: Do these t'endencies threaten to erode 
the gro.und of. pluralism. which made po~sible the liberal CJ:ir~stian under­
standi_ng . that the Jews are full ·partners in the American republic? 

2) Can the Hebrew-Christian not~ons ·of "Me.ssiapic Judaism" and "completed 
Jews through Christ" revers.e · the recently emerging : Chri~tian ntheologies 
of Judaism" whi:ch view th~ Jewish religion as a living, permanent faith, 
a source of truth and value to its adhe;rents? ·· · 

For Jews · to speak of the Jewish roots of Christianity is to contribute to 
the enrichment of Christi.an self-understanding. For Christians to see 
their _relationship to Judaism solely as · one of fu;tfilment arid." supersession 
is in fact an act . of negat:l.on of judaism. for the· d ,aughter faith denies 
the mother the right to · an independent, self..:d_etermined existence by totally 
absorbi~g Judaism within' ~hris~ianity. . . 

A nwilber of major Christi"an !=heologia~s*. ha.ve 'clearly affirmed that, on the 
basis of the New · re·stament, the believing Christi.an must acknowledge the 
continuing valid_ity of Judaism: At the . heart of the Hebrew-Christian 
claim is the fundamental issue of Christology wtiich Hebrew-Christians do 
not appear · to comprehend at all from the persp,ectiye of Juda'ism. The 
issue has been stated _forthrightly by Rabbi . Jakob Petuchowski in his book, 
Heirs of the Pharisees: · · 

"To consider Jesus as th~ Me_ssiah ffi!ilY have been, from the 
poir:it of view of the· Syn.agogue, a fact_µal mistake O.n light 
of the absence of a fundamental change in the elimination 

* Professors Krister Stendahl, W. D. Dav.ies,. Markus Barth," Coe rt Rylaarsdam, 
Franklin Littell, Roy Eckarat, the late Reinhold Niebuhr and· Paul .Tillich, 
Revs .. Edward Flannery, Gregory Baum, Cornelius Rijk, Msgr ~ John M . . 
Oesterr.eicher~ Rosem?lry Reuth_er, Monika Hel.lwig, Dr. Albert Outler, Dr. 
James Parkes, Dr. JohaD. Sno'ek, Rev. Joseph Fitzmeyer, Rev~ Bruce Vawter, 
Rev. John Pawlikowski·, · Dr. : j a·ros lav -pe 1 ikan; Rev. William Ha rt er, among 
others. 
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of evil in history and other signs of the Messianic Age--MT). 
But it was not a religious sin. To consider Jesus as part 
of- a divine trinity was another matter altogether. A 'Son 
of Noah' could believe that the one God had divine shittuph 
(associates) and . still qualify. as one of 'the righteous men 
among .the nations.' A -'Son . of Is~ael', however, was bound 
to such a radical form qf monotheism .that he was unable to 
distinguish between a mmwtheistic tr:i,nitari-anism and a 
polytheistic tri-theism ... A Jew who believed in .. divine .. 
'associates' was simpiy considered an idolater, and· could 
not enjoy, in the eyes of the Synagogue, . the,.status ac­
corded the Gentile Christian. n 

3) Should Jews oppose conversion campaigns by Christians directed at Jews , 
and vice versa? Here_, too~ the views of Rabbi Petuchowski are instructive: 

"We admjt that the wholehearted . Jew and the wholehearted 
Christia.n have .no need to convert each other to their re­
spective faiths; they would, indeed, be untrue to their 
divine calling we.re they · to do so. But our world is not · 
populated by wholehe~rted Jews and Christians. It is in~ 
habited by the religiously uprooted, the spiritually des­
titute. Not every ·offspring of Jewish parents actualizes 
his Jewish potenti~l . . Not every pagaM born info a Chfistian 
household does, .. in fact, become a Christian. The worl¢f is 
full of only nominal Ch~istians and nominal Jews. The Syna­
gogue has a primary obligation to win over the nominal Jew 
to a full acceptance of the 'yoke of the c·ommandments,' just 
as the Church as a pr:imary obligation Jo lead . tpe nomina.l 
Christian to Jesus·, and through Jesus '," to the Father. But 
addr~ssing hims~lf to the mass of agnostics> atheists, and 
religiously uprooted, one cannot always discriminate and 
distinguish between those of Jewish and those of , Gentile 
origin.· · Chu.rch and Synagogue, in · en·ter_ing· the marke.tplace 
of ideas, must offer and describe ' their' wares to all comers, 
arid musi an~wer the querie~ bf all que~~ion~rs: . An~ it may 
we'll happen ' that, here and there, the' Jewish answer will 
appeal to the nominal Christian', just as the Christian · an­
swer may appeal to the nominal Jew. Of 'course, Jews con­
sider .a wide occurrence o:f the latter alternative· as · highly 
unlikely. · Why should the twentieth century be more propi­
tious for the Christian mission to the Jew than the last 
nineteen centuries ·have been? But theoretically the pos­
sibility of a 'limited .kind of 'two-way traffic' must be 

· . granted ... But th.is possib'ility must never be more than a 
peripheral concern. It must be granted and openly faced 
in order to make a true and honest 'dialogue' possible. 
It cannot, however, be the sole content of that 'dialogue' 
itself. · That can only_ be concerned with the tasks and 
the cha).lenges whi~h ~onfr-ont us in common." 

4) Is there a possibility that the evangelism campaigns with their empha ~is 
on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus may provide new occasions f 0 r 
negative and hostile po!trayals of Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus? 
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That such a possibility exi$ts · is evi~enced ~by the controversy over the 
s.tereotyped views of .. ~tie . role-of the .Jewish people and the high ·priests of 
Israel in the Broadway rock musical Jesus Christ Superstar.* Writing in 
a recent issue of The Christian Centurv,. Dr. Richard Gelwick, Chairman of th~ 

: Religion.and Phi,losophy·D~partment at Stephens College~ · Columbia~ Mo., stated 
that .he . sees the "th~eat of anti~Semitism emanating from ·the Jesus revolu­
tion'' -on the basis of a "~ogm~tism . stemming from · biblical · literalism 
including the charge of Jewish· guilt." 

To anticipate this eventuality, this writer communicated ·such conc~rns to 
Dr. Bi~ly Graham, who had repudiated the "deicide" charge during a sermon 
at his .Chariot-te Crusade. ~in ~~rch, 1972 .·· · In ·reply ; ·nr. Gra~a~ .. wrote on 
April is, 1Q72: _ · - · ..... · 

"I appreciate your encouraging comments concerning. remarks 
I made . in Charlotte. );: .have made .a point :of doing this 
i~ . e.ve ry sermon that I preach .concerning the d·eath · of. -: · · - · 

.Jesus Chr.ist·. . . · . ,;f .. · . -~ . . . • •,' I _-. 
I shall most ·certainly see that this emphasis ·is· made--in 
t1!e forthcoming. E~LO '_72. ". · ,_. · · 

. . . 
5) On March 1, 1972 the Rabbin,ical Court of- Justice of the Association of 
Synagogues .of ~ass~chusetts :l~s;µ~d an. official decree declari:ng., inter alia, 
that "a person born of Jewish parents, when he joins the so called 'Hebrew­
Christian' movement., abdicates his rj.ghts = as a member of the Jewfsh ·faith." 
This is an understandabl~ --re_sponse on a· j urid·ica1· level but_ raises the 
question . of -.a more adequa~e response to the convers:ion of young· Jews to 
Jesus on the part of the Jewish community. Do not such conversions con­
stitute a judgment on the failure of our organized religious institutions 
and our homes to communicate meaningfully Jewish ideals, values, and · ex­
perience to our own ~oung people? 

SUGGESTIONS 

With issues as complex as these, it would be foolhardy even ·to .suggest 
that a clear-cut plan exists for ~oming to grips with what is ·essentially 
the situation of the Jew in the diaspora. · But perhaps these starting points 
may be in order as a way of beginning to approach these . serio~s challenges: 

1) Seek to place the question of "Evangelism and the Jews" .. on the 
agenda of Jewish community relations councils, rabbinic boards, local 
synagogues and temples, AJC chapters with a view toward initiating a seri­
ous) informed discussion and education program on the issues outlined in " 
this document. 

2) Appropriate Jewish . representatives who are prepared to deal with 
these issues on the basis of adequate study and information should seek to 
place these concerns on the agenda of interreligious and Jewish-Christian. 
i nstitutes and dialogue groups. (Such a discussion has been arranged with 
the staff of the National Council of Churches.) 

~': An .analysis of this production by Gerald Strober is available from the 
American Jewish Committee. 
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3) .Jewish scholars, skilled in addressing interfaith groups, should 
be invited· to discuss · these issues in a constructive spirit with local 
Christian or : interfaith ministerial associations. · 

4) ·Carefully-written and balanced ai"tic les on tJ:iese issues should be 
placed in appropriate Chr-istian and religious periodicals and journals with 
a view toward sensitizing the Christian community to Jewish concerns. 

5) Radio and TV programs involving the most competent and informed 
Jewish spokesmen should be used. 

6) Speci·a1 atte.ntion should be paid to Jewish youth on the university 
campuses with whom these issues might be discussed directly from the per­
spectives of Jewish tradition . 

7) We would ~aution against pani~ky teaction~, agai6st baseless 
suspicion of ·all Christian motivations in approaching Jew·s for dialogue 
or interreligious progranuning, and against withdrawal from the arena of 
interreligious activity. Jews have benefited greatly and substantially 
from increased Jewish-Christian- cooperation in recent years: in revised 
and improved Christian textbooks, in training programs for Christian 
teachers, in massive Christian support for Soviet Jewry, and in increasing 
sympathy .. for the cause of IsraeL · These gains must not be lost through an 
irrational reaction to movements which rely on persuasion and ~ot coercion. 

Finally, we would very much appreciate if you would keep us informed 
of any developments in your community relating to these issues, both in 
terms of evang~lical· activity and Jewish programmatic responses . 

ab 
091172· 

.. 



12 THE JEWISH POST AND OPINION Friday April 13, 1973 

B~LLY GRAHAM'S STATEMENT COULD EQUAL THAT OF VATICAN ·II: RABBI TANENBAUM 
Ed"t POST d OPINION: Judaism as a living religion and not in the habit of letting other ternal Jewish spiritu~I life are_ a Talmudic injunction which 1: ':~ver cea:~ to amaze me, the .creative vitality of the people make up his mind for not m~tualJy· exclusive go~. some. rabbi~ and ~ynagogue 

ft 20 ears of Jewish people. him, especially on theological The primary mandate of Jewish a~e~c1~s. m1gh~ profit· l>y in . 
even. a ~r my . ~ questions. communal bodies; such as the d1sc1plmmg their heedless a~d 
service. m Jewish hfe, that The several lines in the JTA · American Jewish Committee is wasteful diversion of time, 
otherwise thoughtful people can report and in Newsweek ba~dly Regarding the epit~et ::court to "defend the religious ~nd attention, and money expended 
thoughtlessly work . up a h~ad began to suggest the rich, J e w un~le JakelSm, - civil rights" of the American in _unwarranted attacks on the 
of steam on the basis of reading varied, and constructive content together with my late teacher Jewish · Com.munity . . Through constructive work and 
two ~r t~ree sentences of of that important - and in and friend, the sainted Rabbi 0 u r intergroup and . in- achievements of Jewish com­
quotattons m the. press. I .am many ways, I believe, historic Abraham Joshua Heschel, I terrellgious programs, I believe munal organizations. Were they 
afra~d that Rabbi C.J .. Teach- - dialogue. Therefore, Rabbi h~ve become inured to s~ch we have done an exceedingly *o concentrate· that energy and 
mans letter (P-0, March ~) Teichman's reaction may be mindless name-calling which effective job in carrying out precious time on doing a more 
on my ,reactions to Dr. Ba!ly justified as a response to a was hurled at both of us along that mandate, including some effe~tive job · of renewing in­
Graham s statement ~n Key 73 newspaper . quotati-On, but that every step we took to help of the dramatic positive results temal · Jewish life instead of 
is tlie latest lllustrat10~ of that has no meaningful relation to ass~e the ·adopt!on of the best that we are achieving uniquely carrying out . primarily social 
ha11

1
ess ten~e~.cy O! shooting what actually transpired in my possible declaration by Vatl~an in relation to the issues raised action prQgrams tlaat have. con~ 

fr«>!ll the hip which charAc- conversation with Dr. Graham. Council II on Jewish.Christian by Key '73. verted some or them into the 
tenzes so . much ~f the m.ode .. . . relations. Some of the people · "supra-secular" agencle's of 
of commwucaling in our society Suffice It to say for the who relished sadistically or The primary mandate of the Jewish life that are religious 
today. That pattern leads .. . ~- purposes of this Jette!, should jealously, ab~ing us in ad· Jewish religious agencies - in name and stationery symbols 
fortunately to needless dlstor- Dr. Graham ~~tinue to personam terms during Vatican including the ~ynagogue Council ·only we would not be wit­
tion . of importa~t issues and elaborate his conviction that - Council II - while not Jlf~g and its. constituent ;1:abbi!11c and· nes8lng the Joss of 8s ~apy of 
inevitable .confusion, aerlmo~y, as he told me several times a finger to advance Jewish congregational ~~es. -: ~· or · oµr young . people .a~ we . have 
and polanzatlon - of which that week in perso.n and over interests at that historic ought to be ·1' , a rational lo "Jews for · Jesus"· Qunpua 
both AmeriC{ID and '7ewlsh life the ~elephone - 00 ·the basis. assembly in ·the face of community ;_: t.~ .adva~ce the Crusade for Christ, Yo~ Life, 
have more than ~ough. One of .has .developing Blbli~ a~ horrendous oppoalUon from anti- cause of Jewis~ , l~g and etc. ".. 
bas . a right. to · eipect that theological s~dles that God s Semites, Arab poiJUclans, and Jewish reli~ious ·~WJil:i~ent, . . . 
Jewish leaders - especially Covena~t with the ~~wish theological reacftonarles _ are especially on th~ . part of our .... All that .having· been ·said, one 
some of m7 colleagues ln the people IS eternal, forever and among those today who are young· people, ~llPJ of ·whom ·of the great~t _needs in Jewish 
rabbinate - who should be n~t ~bject to ~ecall or sub- trying to appropriate _ or are literally- craving for an life today Is the arUculattoa of 
looted to . as moral exemplars stitulion by Christianity, then expropriate. _ the results of authentic Jewish spirituality a vision of Jewish statesman­
of responsible public behavior his. ~ntribution to hel~ing that CoWlcll in terms of and meaningful Jewish religious ahl,!> that will brin~ together all 
would set higher standards for m 

1 ~ I _i 0 n s of ev~gelical significanUy improved Catholic- eiperiences. ·Instead, we have constructive, creative forces in 
serious communal discourse: Chr1Sh3!1s reconc~ptualize their Jewish relations (viz., the the bizarre spectacle of the the- Jewish community -

If Rabbi Teichman really proselytizing atutu~es . -toward sY'oagogue Council of America Synagogue Co~cll and some of religious and communal - lo a 
wanted to understand my views ~ewry will be -as s~gnificant in and Rabbi Henry SiegmSn) as its "nachshleper'.' .. ~istentJy. · concerted e!fort t9:· ~ out 
on Billy Graham's declaration, It~ own way as Vatican CounC:U if lo give the impreasion that bad - mo u t h ~~~ ;the; Jewish .·~ intelligences and· iplrltual 
be bad an etblcaJ obligation to II 8 

• declaration has been m they had something to do with communal bodi~ · _(9f . · doing . unaglnatlon that will ~able ~ 
communlca~ with me and ask helptng to improve the atUtudes the realization of that landmark effective work~ the areas they · to make a living ·col)nection 
for the full text of my and behavior of Ca~holics achievement. were ilet up to d~' PJ'C1f~ionally between. the values an.d in.sights 
statement, ,mtch ·I would have toward Judaism and the Jews. - intergroup arid ltlterre.Ugioua of . JudalSDl at their .. ~ and 
gladly shared with him. At the lt was th~t I n c i P i en t 1 ~ the. same pattern relations - and .. at· th~ SB;Dlt ·the presslClg h~~. : ~tual 
reqUeSt of Dr. Graham, I visited development m Dr. Graham's e~ergmg now in relation to Ume convicting · thell) of needs of Gur· people .today. A 
him at his home in Montreat, theology- that I welcomed and Billy Gr~am,_ the ~vangelical inadequacy for · a~~nlly not respect . for facts :and ~ 
N.C. and spent three-and-a-half sought to encourage through my commwuty, and ~ey 73. · . doing the work. of 'educating abandon~t of polemics by · 
~ discussing with him in statement - ~hlch I read to Finally, it ls time tha!, Rabbi Jewish youth . '17tillg_io~ly for ~abbi Teichman· and others like · 
considerable depth and candor him an.d ~or which he expressed Teichma~, and · other. holler- which the religi9tJS agencies . him, are basic preconditions for · 
a broad range of universal and appreciation to me., As for the than-thou Jewish pietasts come have been esta~~"1ed ~d for the reaUzing of this vital Jewish 
Jewish concerns _ from civil Rev. John Streeters comment to terms . with t~e f~ct -~at which purposes ~~y hav~ been goal. . 
religion, racism, past-Vietnam ~bout Dr. Graham, ~ would concem with ~~mg to put an raising bundreq,, of. QioUSands ' .. RABBI M.H. TANENBAUM 
America to the deicide charge suggest that we leave d to Dr. end by Chrisbans to the of dollars. . . N U al Director . 
and anU-Semitism Soviet Jew- Graham to speak his own mind proselytizing of Jews as a . · · _ a on . . • th 

Is J d ' 1 JJ bis on the several "covenant" c o m m u n i t y and for "A falling which ls thine do Interrehgious Affairs of e · 
~~Jv:~si:e :;:::Cfatfon of theories. Dr. Graham is usually strengthening by Jews of in- not attribute to·. oth~rs" · is American Jewish Committee 
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NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COU_NCIL . 

memo 

ea WS8T <l&. STRK•T. 
0

NRW YORK, NICW YORK 10038 • LO' 4·34110 

January 12, 1973 

To: Member Agencies of NJCRAC and CJFWF 

.From: Isaiah M. Minkoff, Executive Vice Chairman 

Sub]ect: The Jesus Revolution 

This is a follow-up to the joint memorandum of December 13 
in which we called attention to 11I<ey '73, 11 the evangelistic campaign · 
designed to bring the 11Continent to Christ. 11 We are indebted t o 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs 
of the American Jewish Committee, , for the preparation of that · 
memorandum. 

We now send you herewith a set of suggested Guidelines which, 
as is noted in the Introduction, represents the reflections of ex­
perienced convnunity leaders and practitioners joined in our inter­
ageocy . task force. . The Guidelines w~re drafted by Dr. Nor man E. 
Frimer, National Coordinator of Hillel Affairs for the New York 
Metropolitan J\rea. . · 

Again, we express the hope that the Jewish community will 
11keep its cool~" and ·that you will keep us fully informed of de­
velopments. 

Additional copies of the Guidelines, in reasonable numbers, 
are available on request. 

Best regards. 

sab 
enclosure 

O,X,A,R -- CS cul . CJF Execs. 
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SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR THE JEWISH. COMMUNITY 
ON KEY I 73 

Introduction 

Key '73 having been officially launched on a national scale 
with a te.]_evision special, and other mass appeal's being projected, 
it ~s bound to reach an audience that includes substantial numbers 
of Jews of all ages. · 

Many Jewish communities, agencies and institutions have ex­
pressed concern and sought guidance . In an effort to supply some 
such guidance, · a number of experienced community leaders and practi­
tioners in the field have shared their reflections, which are sum­
marized in the guidelines that follow. These, of course, are neces­
sarily general in nature. The specific relevance or applicability 
of any of them will vary a.ccording to the pa·rticular needs .. of various 
communities and their value will depend greatly on .their proper 
application. 

The threat manifest in missionary activities is in part re­
l~ted to the widespread intellectual and spiritual ignorance of · 
Jewish values and heritage. We must move energetically to reverse · 
any possible trend away from Jewish commitment, the ultimate results 

. of which may be alienation and potential conversion. Jewish com­
~unities should encourage parents and youth of all ages towards 
more intensive Jewish educational programs. 

FIRST, SOME CAUTIONARY COUNSEL FOR ALL 

(1) Do Not Overreact 

(2) 

There is just no warrant for alarm. We have some 
reports of individual conversion -- and they of 
course merit our earnest and active concern --. · 
but no evidence of substantial impact on Jewis~ 
youth. 

Do Not Join in the Numbers G·ame 

Missionaries characteristically ·exaggerate the 
numbers of converts gained. Do not help them by 
accepting their figures or by citing or repeating 
their statistics, even if they appear in the public . 
press . There are no reliable figures, only guessti­
mates and generalizations. Our concern, in any case, 
is based on the traditional axiom, ·~Whoever sustains 
one Jewish soul is as "if he. had ·sustained a whole 
world." 

(3) . Do Not Debate, Dialogue or Argue With Missionaries 

Missionaries often seek to engage Jews in public 
discussion. Do not be drawn ~nto this utterly 
fruitless exercise. Above all, do not .invite 
missionaries or their followers to address meetings 
under Jewish auspices. Such hospitality only gives 
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the missionary cciuse institutional dignity aud 
legitimacy. On the oiher hand, do not publicly 
attack or. abu·se the missionaries; this merely 
ser.ves to surround them with an aura of martyrdom, 
to our loss. Our essential obligation is to shore 
up our Jewishness. · 

(4-) Do Not Be Taken in by the "Jewish Christian" Ploy 

Some missionary groups appeal specifically to Jews 
with the specious notion that those joining them 
are thereby "completed" or "fulfilled11 as Jews. This 
is patently incompatible with Jewish tradition and 
conviction. Conversion to Christ.ian.ity or any other 
faith is an abandonment of Judaism. We must strive, 
with loving concern, to restore erring individuals 
to their own faith and community. 

{5) Do Not Lose Your "Cool" 

The style of the Key '73 missionaries is likely to 
be cooL and affable. Emulate it. When they come 
smiling to the door, respond politely -- firmly but 
with no recrimination -- "No, thanks, I'm not ipterested," 
or some brief .and definitive equivalent. 

SECOND, SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZATION AND STRATEGY 

(1) Mobilize Local Resources 

(2) 

Every Jewish· community will make its .own appraisal 
of the challenge posed by missionary activity. Each 
will face certain conditions unique to it . Each will 
nave to assume responsibility for its own reaction, 
though national agencies · are of course more ·than . 
ready to be of assistance. Locally, planning and 
organization, coordinated through the appropriate 
community-wide agency, must involve all concerned · 
partners -- federation, community relations council, 
rabbinical association, community centers, Hillel 
directors, synagogue groups ., educators, lay groups,. 
youth councils, etc. 

Get the °Facts 

Fact-finding is a "must . " This is an indispensable 
step. Until the actual situation in the community 
has been established, planning cannot proceed in­
telligently. Are Jews, as Jews, being missionized·? 
By whom, from what centers or sources? In what · 
settings and by what means -- in schools, through · 
coffee houses, "drop-in" centers, ·via t he corrununica­
tions media, prayer meetings, home st.uQy groups, 
.bookmobiles? 
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(3) Plan Strategy and Approaches 

Assuming the fact-gathering process indicates a 
problem requiring action: 

· (a) Survey the available resources -- knowledgeable 
and experienced persbnnel, appropriate literature, 
suitable facilities. 

(b) Priority should go to marshalling individuals -­
young and old. Set up a task fo:rce of p'eer-to-peer 
as well as adult resource people with- some forte or . 
expertise in this area. 

(c) · Very carefuliy study at first hand the needs of 
those Jewish young people who are flirting with or 
have been· drawn into other religious ~ovements, and 
what they -are seeking. Make no prejudgments on these 
matters. The Jesus Movement is very complex. 

(d) With equal care, plan how to offer a. positive 
Jewish response to their need and search. Only 
then will it be possible to reach out to them and 
to share the needed knowledge and understanding 
with others to be trained for further intensive 
outreach. 

(4) Focus on the Teenager 

Not only college student_s, but those in the hig~ 
schools and even in the junior high schools must 
be deemed vulnerable. Many mission~ries may con­
centrate on teenagers, deliberat~ly us~ng a pe~r­
group approach, explqiting the unsettled state that 
marks the aqolesc~nt yea~s particularly in these 
times_, and the readines?- of young people to challenge 
any traditional, accepted values. These areas ·aema.nd 
our greatest scrutiny and innovative planning; Our 
caution against overreaction bears repeating here . · 
"Crash programs, 11 counter.-cru~ades,. or resort to 
gimmickry must be avoided. · · 

(5) Create Opportunities for Youth Participation 

Unfortunately th9se who are confused Jewishly and 
troubled personally will not always avail themse_lves. 
of the traditional programs conducted in centers, 
synagogues, youth organizations and other settings. 
Additional ways need to be developed for reac~ng 
out with approaches that truly enable young ·people 
to shape the content, directions and policies of 
the programs in which they participate, in~luding · 
those programs that are regarded by them as not con-

. ·trolled by the. "establishment." Some recently initi ­
ated youth and teen pro~ams reflect this· approach, 
utilizing informal setti~gs such as storefronts and 
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coffee houses, providing oppor:tunity for "ropping" 
and for making contacts with other youth. Such pro­
grHms ore consistent with the long range goals of 
reaching youth, providing a Jewish setting in which 
they can relax, meet other Jewish youth, "shmoos" 
and talk seriously with warm, sensitive, responsive 
and skillful staff -- including staff of their own 
peer-groups. Experimentation with innovative and 
creative approaches to opening channels of partici­
pation by our youth must be given high prio_rity. 

All Jewish agencies and ins titutions, of course, share a basic 
obligatio~ to support and conduct positive programs -- both formal 
and informal -- of Jewish culture and Jewish education, with outreach 
especiall y to youth of high school and college age. 

It is not our intention at this point to provide you with 
informational materials and precise .recommendations for programmatic 
activiti~s. In due time we shall have suggestions for specific · 
activities, including innovative and experimental projects that are 
now being tried out, e.g . , appropriately planned coffee houses where 
young people can come for an informal "shmoos;" a local telephone 
"hot line," manned by trained communal leaders and youth who can 
speak warmly and helpfully to .youngsters who need love and under­
standing. Indeed, you might indicate what you think is needed. in 
this urgent area of concern. 

The actual value of these guidelines for any particulnr area 
can only be determined by experience. For this reason it is essential 
to maintain a strong liaison between the local communi.ties and national . 
agencies. A constant flow of information -will not only allow for the 
revision and updating of these guidelines but also enable each com­
munity to benefit from. the experience of others. Do therefore keep 
us informed on developments in your bailiwick and let us know just 
how we can be helpful. 

National Jewish ·Community 
Relations ~dvisory Council 

Synagogue Council 
of .America 

National Jewish 
Welfare Board 

nmerican ~ssociation 
for _Jewish Education. 

B'nai B'rith 
Hillel Foundations 

and the· constituent national ·organizations of the NJCRAC and the Synagogue 
Council of America: 

. Ameri~an Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 

B'nai B'rith-- Anti-Defamation -League 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Jewish Labor Committee 
Jewish War Veterans of the ·U.S.A. 
National Council of Jewish Women 

Rabbinical ~ssembly 
Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 

n~.; ... ,,.r:I ~vn::ip:n~1~ of AmPri.c~ 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human RelationsJ65 E. 56 St.,NewYork, N.Y.10022, Plaza 1-4000 

The American Jewish Committee. founded in 1906. is the pioneer human-relations 
agency In the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances lhe cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A.M. 
FRIDAY, MAROI 2, 1973 

NEW YORK, March 2 • •• A praninent rabbi today welc:x:imed as "a a::mstructive contribution to 

interreligious understanding" yesterday's i:;tatarent by Dr. Billy Graham in which he ex-

pressed his QPEX>Sition "to all fonns of ooercian, intimidation and proselytizing" and 

declared that "Gad has always had a special relationship with the Jewish people" w;ith whan 

the Covenant .is eternal. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national director of inter.religious affairs of the llllerican 

Jewish Camrl.ttee, carrnented a t a news conference on Dr. Graham's statarent, issued in the 

context of "grcMin] misunderstanding in Olristian-Jewish relationships' over Key 73." 

Rabbi Tanenbaun expressed confidence that the Graham statanent 'W9uld encourage other 

O!ristian leaders "to make clear that Key 73 is aimed at reaching uncx:mnitted Christians 

and has ro intention of proselytizing the Jewish cxmrunity." 

Kley 73 is a natior&ri..de eo.menical Evangelism canpaign designed "to call the Continent 

to Christ" and "to share with every person in the North American continent the gospel of 

Jesus <llrist. " Since the carrpaign got under way last December, a nurrber of Jewish leaders 

have expressed ooncern over charges that evangeli cal groups have sought to proselytize 

1 • _ _ Jews, part,icul.arlY. youJ)g _~le.on ~gh. sch9ol _~ ooqeg-~ ·~' in !!WlY.pa;-t of 1;he . . . ... . .:: ~- ...... ~., . . . . . 

. ~X:l\mtry •- '. 
' ...#• , 

Rabbi Tanenbaum called attention to Dr, Graham' s expression of his own evangelist 

philosophy - " I have never felt called to singl e out the Jews as Jews, nor to single 

out any . other particulaX ~· cultural, ethnic, or religi~" - am to .his ocmnitmant 

to American pluralism, "in which-· all religious groups are partners in society." 
"-.. 

Calling the Graham statarent one of "timely significance," Rabbi Tanenbaum called it 

"axd.np:>r:tant and constructive contribution to helping overoc::ue tre. mi,sunderstanding arP 

stress ~t have deve~ be~ many Cllristians and JfMS in the absence of any policy 
-

sta~t by Key 73 leadership regarding proselytizing efforts aimed at the Jewish 

cqmuni. ty ... 
-rrore-· 

Philip. ~· Hoffman, Presid;nt; Max ·M._Fisher, Chairman, Execu.tive Council; . David Sher, Chairman, Board of Governors; ~lmer l. Winter, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

. . -' Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President 

. Wa~hington Office: 818 18th_ Street. N.W. Washington, O.C. 20006 • European hq.: 30 Rue la ~tie, Paris 8, France • Israel hq.: 9 £thJopia. St., Jerusalem; Israel 

1<SAl 17'07 South American hq.: Sa~ Martin 663, 2 P. !Cfl. Buenos Aires, Ar&enti~a • Mexico: Av. Ejercito Nac_ional 533 #302-303 Mexico 5, D.f. · 
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At the news cxmferenoe Rabbi Tanenbaun made public a 36-page survey of the i.npact that. 

~· 73 already had made on relations beG.ieen Jews and Christians, adding that or; Graham's 

stataient was the nost recent of a nUITber of similar clarifying declarations by lOnan 

Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical spokesmen agreeing that the Jewish cxmmmity was 

"off limits" to proselytizing activity. 

"'lhese expressions :reoogni7.e that Jews will not accept passively a relationship with 

. Christians that reduces Jewry to an cbject of conversion, and that does oot respect Ju:laism 

as a livin:J faith and source of perrranent truth and vaiue to the Jewish people," Rabbi 

Tanenbaun said. 

As an exanple, he pointed to a statement issued February 3, 1973, by the San Diego 

District of the United Methodist Church: 

"sare ~zealous Cairp.lE oi:ganizations -and Christian groups consider Key 73 a m;mdate 

to convert J&IS and those of other religions to their particular brand of Christianity. 

'Ibis interpretation is \D'lfortunate and deplorable. 'n1e primary purposes of Key 73 are tlx>se 

of calling Christians to a deeper understanding of and ccmnitnent to their faith, and to 

reach .tlx>se of our Continent who are oot actively related to any of the religious oi:ganiza­

tions in our society. Arrt asSUtption that those of other religious traditions .are without 

a rreaningful faith is arrogant and presutptuous. There are plenty of prospects for con­

version on this Continent, and hence oo need for proselytizing those who are already cx:m­

mi'tted tci aoother faith." 

Paradoxically, Rabbi Tanenbaum said, this national dialogue over Key 73 may well result 

in the energence of a majoricy <DnSensus of Christian leaders who are declaring for the 

first tine in the history of Jewish-Olristian relations in the united States a policy of 

opposition to proselytizing the Jewish cxmmmity - - and that may becme one of the lasting 

consequenoes of Key 73. 

'!be Arrerican Jewish canni.ttee survey, based in part on reports fran AJC representatives 

in cxmmmities across the COWltry, detailed such episodes of psychological harassrrent, 

deception and intimidation as these: 

* At funtclair, N.J, , Jewish high school students were awroached to a::rre to bible-readi.'l<J 

classes, only to fin::l that they were meetings aimed at converting then to Christianity. 

* What was billed as a "Olanukah" celebration at the Miami Beach (Fla.) Auditorimi 

marking Israel's 25th birthday turned out to be an effort by the Al!Erican Board of Missions 

to the JfiMS, linked to Key 73, to invite the audience to make a decision for Christ. 

* In Boston, a Hebrew-Christian family sought merri:lership in the Jewish c.cmnuni.ty Center 

with the avowed purpose of evangelizing Jewish families. 

-nore-
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* c.artpJs evangelists <'.t the University of Michigan have caTE into the dormitocy roans 

of Jewish students, interrupting their sleep on the pretext of conducting experiments or 

taking religious surveys while actually seeking their conversion. 

Folla,.,ring are Dr. Graham's statement on~ 73 and the Jews, and the response by 

Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

(Dr. Gr~) 

The reports about a growing rnisunderstarxling in Christian--:Jewish relationships over 
Key 73 have bea:me a source of concern to ire. rn; order to help ease sare of these 
tensions, I want to explain my own position. While I have not been directly involved in 
the developing organization of Key 73, I ~ve frah the beginning publicly supported its 
ooncept. \ 

First, as an evangelist, I am interesJ in establishing contact with all nen ccn­
cerning personal faith in Jesus Christ. rnPlicit in any belief, is the right of sharing 
it with others. The rressage that God is love, Prcr!l't-S"any recipient of that love to 
declare it to others. 

seccndly, just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing that is coercive, or that seeks to 
ocmnit nen against their will, so do I. Gimnicks, ooercion and intimidation have had no 
plaae in~ evangelistic efforts, certainly not in historic biblical evangelism. The · 
P.rrerican genius is that without denying anyone an expression of tlleir convictions, all 
are nevertheless partners in our society. '!be Gospel's nethOd is persuasive invitation, 
not coercion. 

Where any group has used an overbearing witness to seek 'ccnversions, the Bible calls 
it 11 zeal without knowledge. 11 I un:ierstarxl that it is the purpose of Key . 73 to call all 
men to Cllrist without singling out any specific religious or ~thnic ~· 

'nlirdly, along with IrOSt evangelical Christians, I believe .God has always had a special 
relationship with the Jewish people, as St. Paul suggests in .the Book of lbnans. In~ 
~elistic efforts, I have never felt called to single outr' t):le ,Jews as Jews, nor to 
single out any other particular groups, cultural, ethnic, or religious. 

. . . . . 

lastly, it would be~ lx:lpe that Key 73, and any other spiritual outreach program 
o:>Ul.d initiate nationwide ccnversation, which w::>uld! raise the spiritual level of our 
people, and prom:>te Imltual understandin;J. 

(Rabbi TanenbalJTI) 

We regard the statement by Dr. Billy Graham clarifying his views on Key 73 and the 
Jewish people as one of tirrely significance. It is an irrportant an:l constructive con­
tribution to helping overexl'!e the misunderstanding and stress that have developed betl.reen: 
mny Christians and Jews in the absenoe of any policy statement by 'Key 73 leadership 
regarding proselytizing efforts airood at the Jewish ccrmu.mity. The views of Dr. Graham 
assurre particular i.qlortanoe in light of the findings of our latest American Jewish 
Carrnittee survey which docurrents that a growing number of. incidents are taking place 
in public high school and cclleges in which Jewish young people are being subjected to 
psychological harassnent, intimidation and social ostracism by fervid evangelists and 
missions-to-the-Jews groups who are using Key 73 as. a sanction for their' disruptive 
activities. 

In our joogrrent, the staterent by Dr. Graham and anplifications of his views in 
recent personal conversations with him break new grcund on several critical levels of 
relationships between evangelical Christians and Jews, a developrent that is especially 
significant in light of Dr. Graham's position as the leading evangelist in our nation 
and, indeed, in the w::>rld today. To our knowledge this is the first tine that Dr. Graham 
has publicly affiDred his belief that "God has always had a special relationship with 
the Jewish people" based on St. Paul's teachings that God's premises and covenant with 
the Jews are eternal and not subject to recall. This is also the first time that 
Dr. Graham has made clear that he does not direct his evangelistic efforts tcMards the 
Jews in a way that "singles out the Jews" as a group. 

-nore-
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Dr. Graham also articulates his ccmnitment to American pluralism in which all 
religious groups are partners in our society, a reality which sone evangelical views 
would undennine. And, finally, Dr. Graham declares his OPEXJSition to all fonrs of 
~cion, intimidation, and proselytizing which is a valuable clarification in view 
of sorre episodes that have developed in oonnection with evangelizing activities in 
several ccmmmities in the United States. 

Beyond that, Dr. Graham's staterent is of significance in that it will undoubtedly 
give impetus to other Christian leaders in many parts of the country who are beginil.in9 
to make clear that Key 73 is aim=d at reaching unoomnitted Christians and has no · 
intentions of proselytizing the Jewish camrunity. Paradoxically, the errergence of a 

· majority Christian oonsensus in the United States that abandons the proselytization 
of the Jewish cx::rrmunity may be one of the lasting consequences of this national 
dialogue over Key 73. 

73-960-31 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT ON EVANGELISM AND THE JEWS 

A significant development affecting contemporary Jew1sh-Chris·tian relations 
is · the recent i _ntensification of programs of evangelism. :During the next 
eighteen months an unprecedented evangelistic drive known as Key 1 73 is 
scheduled throughout the United States and Canada. This campaign, while rooted 
in evangelical Protestantism, has wide ecumenical support and has as its stated 
aim 11 to share with every person in North America more fully and more forcefully 
the claims and message of Jesus Christ. 11 In addition, there has been a marked 
increase in the efforts of those missionary groups which aim specifically at the 
convers·i on of Jews to Chris ti ani ty. 

The ~nieri ~~n Jewi~.!1 CQ._1T1T11i t_t~e . recognj ies . th_e i nher.en~. r..i.ght __ Qf .all_ re_i;-__ _ 
-·gious communitie·s to propagate their faith fo our pluralist society. · However, 
missionary approaches to Jews have frequently been based on a false, stereotyped 
and caricatured image of Judaism as an "incomplete" or 11obsolete11 religion that · 
has been replaced by the "new Israel" of Christianity. Such a view is offensive 
to the .dignity and honor of the Jewish people. 

Lest the forthcoming evangelistic campaigns become a source of tension and 
conflict, we urge the various Christian bodies participating in Key '73 and 
similar efforts to respect the convictions and feelings ·of Jews and to disavow 
specifically ·any intention to thus proselytize the Jewish comnunity. We also 
suggest that particular care be taken in the presentation of such themes as the 
Crucifixion and Jewish reaction to Jesus, so as not to contribute to the devel­
opment of anti-Jewish attitudes in the Christian community . .We ask Christian 
groups to give serious consideration to the conclusions of reputable Christian 
scholars affinning the continuing validity of Judaism. Further, we urge those 
groups engaged in Key 1 73 and other programs of evange 1 ism to avoid the imp 1 i ca­
tion that Christianity and America are synonymous. 

Finally, we cauti.on the Jewish community against wi thdrawa 1 from the arena 
of interre.ligious activity, out of an unwarranted suspicion of all Christian 
motivations in approaching Jews for dialogue or interreligious programming. 
Jews have benefitted sub.st~ntial]y from increase~ .J~~tsh_-_Christi_a!Lcopperatioo ___ . _ . 

-----~ --·rrirecent years:in- re\iised--and · improved ·christian textbooks~ "fri -triiriing pro-· - ··- · 
grams for Christian teachers, in. massive Christian support for Soviet Jewry, in 
increasing sympathy for Israel, and in a growing rejection of anti-Semitism. 
These gains must not be lost through an irrational over-reaction to those move-
ments which rely on persuasion and not coercion. · 

Adopted iri principle by the 
National Executive Council 
December 2 ,. 1972 

Approved by the 
Board of Governors 
January 16, 1973 

73-100-11 
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'Dlere has beet1 incre·a~:i.n~ interest in, th~ grOlrth ot the. "Jesus Movement" and related 
·groups carrying on 'hilt~l:; evangelistic activities, some or Wich haV\l 9een reflected 
~ our local schools, colleges and collll!Ullitiea. ' .. 

It is agci.inst this ·background that inquiries have c;ome to us concerning the ·new, -_· 
~ssi....S . and intensely enthusiastic evangelical drive known as· Key •?J. Purpose ot 
this vol\intary movement or more than 140 denol!li!'lations .and C)ui.stian· groups : is a · 
"continent-wide attempt to reach every person in North. ~rica With the Gosjiel of .. 
Christ in 1973 •11 Locally the"Colo:-ado Council of Churches. bas brought together a · 
coordinating cozr.:ni ttee to encourage and a.id the local churches in t.he · ICei 1 7J thrust. 
This cOmmi ttee· will .aeok to develop mass media coverage ot Key 113, to encourage local 
churches to :mare.in epecific programs suggested ani uill ael"V'e as a clearing hou.se 
for irif~hnation of the many aenominal pi;:9grams of evangelism and training. '. ·· ... : . . .. .. . . 

According to the local coordi~tini;: committee, ·there are to l)e s~ ph~ses in the Key 
'73 effort, beginning tiith a call to prayer and climaxing. with "commitment of all _ 

·Chi1st1ans--to ratth.f'Ut· <!iscip;tesh!p.11 • One·p~se completed -J~ar.1.' 7 involved urging 
churches "to ' join· in a Noon P~e:- Call conple.~- with ri.,l'lging chiweh bells, so.uncling 
sirens, tootiilg borrui, 'etc. - ·.:all to call.attention to ii 'eontinent:-wi.de involvement 
in prayer. Although o\"'~:.-al'f planning i9 at .. tha. national .ievel, each local group is 
expected to operate independently. Extensive traini':'l3 of volUl'lteers, especially 
y-oung people, to reach into collcee· campuses, homes and schools is anticipated 
(indeed ihC!· ·~-ollege oamus '-13 already n prime target of Christian. evangelical 
organizations and : of tho · 1v~~-"tl . for. Jesus" and other such groups . - ~ ~he . latter being 
without notable su'ccesS"ill ~ur: ·~i·~a to date).· . .- .. .. "· ·: .. · :_ .': · 

• • , • • : • • • • .~ • • i_ - '. '• • ~ 

Key I 73 is directed essentially to Cbnstians . 'rn . that respect -it- :i~hncit "th~· c~ril:ern 
o-r=i£he ADt··. or· the or~ln1ze1 Jewish col'lll1ltl.I1ity. Cur· interes:t comes . in the extent, it 
any, to which the movement l'rill directly or indirectly affect? Je~":· ·~r-io;;.door 
solicitation may result in disco::U'ort for some Jews. There is always the· possibility 
that the literalism or the evan~olical Chrtstians will emphasize those .teacJlings in 
the New Testament 1'hich have nu!'tured anti-Semitim throughout the centuries-.- Further­
more, while not pa:-t of the actual drive, local "Jews for Jesus" and "Hebrew-Christian" 
groups may utilize the event to engage in tceir c.:·l'l p.":",5rarns to s9ek converts among­
Jews. Finally., though the number of Jemsh youth so affected ia likely to be insig-
nificant, any numbor llOUld be saddening. . - · · · · 

Let us emphasize !bat to date we hav~received -~o co~laint~ about Key '73 in this 
area and it is difficult to project the extent to 1olhicb they will make an ~act 
locally since there will U..'ldoubtedly be wide variation fn>m community to community 
in the degree of organization, specific groups involved, etc. While activities of 
all such groups will bear vezy close review, m must at the same time opt for a 
caref\llly measured approach and againS't an unnecessarily !tightened response from 
the organized Jewish community. We would suggest: 

1. If and uhen Jews are approached by -door-to-door solid.tors, they should 
avoid argumentation. Our response might be "No thank you. I am not interested." 

ovm •••••••• 
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2. Sensitive Christian leaders must and will be alerted to the inherent danger -
of the thrust in possible disparagement of Judaism, demeaning of our faith, and insen• 

.. , s.~ti'4,~.Y to the Jewish co:nr.runity. HopeiUlly, liberal Christian groups will understand 
the necessity of limiting Key 1 73 to the Christian l\"'Orld as it is projected. : .. ;. 

. -:-") 
3. Comr.n:nication within the Jeuish community and basic fact-finding is at>:io• 1 

lutely essential. We u.~ge that all of you share with us as quickly as possible any 
infonnation which would hnlp in understanding problems which may be manifested .at 
aey level. We in turn 'l'rill continue to share inf'orrr.at:Um which we gather with the 
Jewish communities of the three states. •" 

4. Of major concern is the fact that Key 173 may spur on evangelical groups 
.~lre~dy trorkillg in our public schools, esp"cially at the junior and senior high 
teve~s as well·-'as on tha campua ar..d that such activities l<.i.11 b& of an iq>i;qpe:r·-, .: 
character pressuring and badgering students, etc. Reports from some areas indi• .. . 
cate there is more religious ::i.ctivity in the schools today than in many years. This 
points up the need which exia::.s even without reference to these movements - to reach 
our· otm Jewish youth :bi settings in which they feel welcome and can secure guidance. 
Furtheil~ "this may pron.,de an opportunity to underscore t.he in;>ortance at high -school 
and college levels for the curriculum, including textbooks, to reflect awareness' of 
the vai'iety of ethnic' cultures ·ih our society, including :intormation on Jewish histol')", 

; .. contributtons, and the like. ·such efforts n:ust be consistent, however, with our views 
.. ·on church-state separation, especially at the high school level. 

Let us Plllphasize - again - the importance of avoiding hys.teria, the impulse to 
uncritically ell!lllate the very same techniques and approaches (there is no way t.o 
create instant Jews or Judaism) and a needless generalized Je.xlsh..Christian con­

·rr.ontation. While specific counteraction may be called .for in indi.vicilal .tituations, 
, J,~t us keep· our collective ncool" and - again - utilize the opportunity to .iito'Ve 
-ahead on ·those constructive programs der.igned to reach our children Jewishly lr.I;~ . 
Jeldsh institutions and agencies developing valid programs on Jewish identity as 
wll as helping yrung people to answer quest:iDns posed by the "Jesus &vel!IE!lt11 gene.r~ll.7 
and Key '73 spec11'1cally. There may be need, also, .for individual coun.selillg "With 
students· ~ho experience f'~7 ... ,ci&l probl<;nis triggered or intensified by any kind of 
contact with 3Uch groups. 

In these times, it is aL:i.:> i11or3 than evor important that on-going cCl!llllUnicatio.D 
and rela.tianship& wi.th Christian ins'"itutions and organizations be maintaine~· -
efforts which have !'esulted in many of these ins~itutions having a sincere and 
·~~d view of Judaism as a co::::i.temporary, vital, living pnooplahDOd. · " 

As. ~ · w~ ~.J.COl!lfl :Your inquiries and .i;ta.nd rQ>aey to oll.&r our infon1Btioii ~afui 
guidance. .. . . . . .. .._:: .. } 

Sheldon Steinhauser 
Regional Dire~r 

ss/cKo 
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i!a.1 to ,~J.irunat<! · hi::;tori.c cJlld well- entrenched 
c.ii ~ cri"'inatory patteins and injusti ce in hiring 
«nc. "dmissi ons i~ithout making race or reli.gion 
absol uta cri tar i a for accept~ce or advancement. 
That's a crucial issue in the cont int.zing dia- · 
logue over pr eferential treatment and ·affirma­
t i ve action. 

The Denver 1'.DL Executive Comm.i teee in the past 
bas ac:cepted the validity of some f o rms of 
preference i.1hi le recogni'?.ing probl ems Chat mus 
be guarded against - possible lower i n g or vali 
1ier .forr.1cJJ1ru i-equirements, building i n o'£ fixed ; 
naxir.:ull\S :01· r.iinori ties, power plays, and ,; 
poll. ti cal squabbles. The issues are;. coniple:it ; 
anc! the foe l ings and opinions within the J ewi 
c:orr.muni t y often understandably ambivalent • . !r. y 
naed to be examined .on a case-by-case basi s ·-
11i thout getting hung up on rhetoric. .. • . 

. -~ . . . 
T.''l<.'.' January ADL .Counctl luncheon presentati OD 
directed itself to this question , with panel­
ists James F. Reynolds of ~~e Color ado Civil 
Ri ght:; Commission; Harvey Deutsch, Commission 
~nd il.DL Executi ve Committee merrber; James Gar e a, 
urban Coali tiQll; and Ri chardl.Fleischman, ADi, 
Council Chair111iln. Discussion evoked criti.ci sm 
and praise of national ADL policy • 

. . ~ 
fo!c i:tllwhile, priv.ate conferences ~rii tiated by ADL 
witli government official{; and ethnic group . 
leaders have helped to ~mprove under s t anding 
and develop a mechanism for dealing with 
specific issues that may arise. 

/JDL ' s SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY MD FUNDING 

Tn 1913 Sigmund Liv i ngstoh, · an attoniey born 
in Bloomington, Illinois, persuaded the Inde­
rend~nt Order of B' nai IJ' rith to estllbl1sh the 
.".r:U-1:..·f.::li:tJr:ion League. At the outse t, the 
r,~.:i~; ue' s physical assets consisted of a handful 
of ,<tationcry, a $200 .budget, lllld two desks i n 
11r. !.iv.in<J t on's Chicago office, but its moral 
os:;ets, in;;ofar aS these may be measured i.n 
t<?.L'll".S of goals, were considerably more extensive; 
t <.J stop .... the de.famat;ion of the Jewish people , 
o.nd "to secure justice and fair treatment for 
all citizens alike." 

1973 marks the sixtieth arlhiversary of the . .. 
League ' s founding . From the two desks, $200· ': 
and a set of principles has evolved a · natiar.i~l 
operatiotJ, with 28 regional ' offices and a 
budget pro.iected in the neighborhood of seVW'l · 
ir.illior. dol.la.rs . 

The League is planning a number of significant 
special events during the year designe'd to 
reach not only the Denver area, but the. commu­
ni ties tffroughout Colorado, flew Mexico , and 
~'1yor;iing . 

. ' w.<.n..te.Jt, 1912-13 

' ti !ie.tdon 4-teh1hau.6 eJt, Jte.g.luiw..t d i.Ji.e. ci:.OJT. 
jui.u toventlta..l, c.omnun-lty c.an~1LUart.t 

, 7 3 AND THE NEW EVANGELICAL THRUS1' 

Incr easing interest has 'centered on the gr.or-tth' 
o f the · "Jesus Hovemer.'t" kici the new massive 
evangelical drive kn~wir' as Key '7 3. Directed 
essentially to Christians', our cor.cern comes . 
ln t:iie eKtent to whi.ch · the movement will 
dir ect ly or i ndirectly affect Jews·. 

Recent ly ADL and Rabbinical Council represen­
·tati ves me't for a £rank •off-f.he-reoord con­
ver sation with Den ver Key ' 73 leaders. They 

'pointed out that any rel igious mo~ement 
respectful 0£ and sensi tivc to Judaism entails 

·care f ul consideration of its activities insofur 
~s they may affect the Jewish community -
meaning ·specifi cal l y no proselytizing of Jews~ 
Whi le the .evangeli oal leaders made clear tl1at 
their basic thrust was· aimed at Chris ti ans, ' 
they did not rul e out i ncidental contact with 

Jews . \ 

The· meet ing. opened d:i·r~~t channels of conmuni,.­
cation, with the understanding that w~ would 
be quick to follow up any complaints or 
incident s which-may come .to our attention. 
Meanwhile, we caut ion against an exaggerated 
or unnscessaril y frightened reaction . For 
g uidelines in examining the new movement, 
contact .the IWL office at the above- address. 

ADL OOUNCIL. PROGRAMS "JESUS REVOLUTIOY" 

Tirrel y topic ·for . the Febr uary 13 ADL Council 
meeting at the. Qual ity Motel -"The Jesus 
Movement," a ta.lk by Dr. Charles :otilligan of 
the XliEE School of Theology. Luncheon reser-

•. Vi'J.t,ions for. the rronthly lunqheons may be made 
by. callin~.,the ADL o~fice, , 6,~3-7157. 

.. .. . 
ECONOMIC .PRESSUE VRGED TO CONYINCE SOVIE'fS TO 
ABQLISH RANSOM 0# JEWS SEEKING EMIGRATION 

St r ong l.egi~lat,ion to b lock most-favoretl··nati•Jfl 
t.rea~nt anq_Ar,~estment credits to the Sr>viet 
Union was re- introduced in Congress in Januarq. 

I n the House , The Vanik Bill was introduced by 
Congressman Charles Vanik of Ohio. This measur6 
(and the Jackson amendment in the Senate) co11-
ditiozi.s the g,:anting of most-favored nation 
trea.tment to the soviet union on its rescinding 
of the ext ort .iqnist "dip.1:oma." exit taxes. 

As of this writing, approximately 170 :repre­
sent at ives had joined as do-sponsors (218 ,. 
needed so that 'the b1lr can be. introduced by 
a majority of 'the House). Representati ves· 
Pat Schroeder {D. Colorado) ' ana Teno Roncalio 
(D. Wyoming) wer e the only .Houn~a'iri states· 
region cb-sponsors 1.isted w~th .·th~ 170 . 

···.•\.'• 
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ADL H.~S A NEf1 COl1MUNITY CONSULTANT 

Tr~ ,inti -Defamati on League has a new community 
consultant. He i s Jules Loventh.al. Coming 
1r0.i;t recen t l y f r om Sacramento, Cal ifornia, 
t<fhe.re he worked for the State Department of 
r ducation i n progr ams f or disadvantaged 
student$ , Jul es is r101., involved in t he dive.rse 
pr ograms o f the League . Ile has been given 
r esponsibility for the Committee of Concern 
f or Soviet Je~.-ry, ADL Youth Committee , ADL 
Council , t he b road area of school-community 
r elations , and community servioe in the 
t hree- stat e r egional a.rea. 

Jules ' background includes degrees from San 
Jose Stata College, UCL/l , and Harvard univez­
si t y . lie 1-1ill receive his doctorate in educa­
t ion after completing a dissertation. He has 
developed skills in community organization 
(af t er a s tint in the Peace Corps and work in 
s c.'lool s ystems) and choral singing (he already 
sings 11ith the Denver Classic Chorale). 

f'1e t1elcome Jules to the JIDL and Denver and 
knot·1 t h .:it the relationship ~fill be benef.tcial. 

LORETTO HEIGHTS, IWL TO HOLD SEMINAR 

Loretto Heights College, in cooperation with 
the llDL, will :host a seminar series on Judaism 
beginning in February. The purpose is to 
introduce students to the Jei~ish religion and 
culture . Rabbi Dani el Goldberger will deliver 
a three-part presentation on the historical 
background, beliefs , rituals- and practices of 
Judaism under a grant from IJs. Lena Rayor i n 
Demol'!/ of her late husband; David Rayor. 

llnother segrrent of the course, co-hosted by 
Us. Ellie Greenberg, director of University 
l·li thout ~/alls at Loretto Heights , and Sheldon 
Steinhauser, llDL Regional Di rector, 1,,i 11 
present other aspects of the Jewish religion 
and culture. Noshe Huchi , director of per­
forming art s at the JCC, will direct a 
presentation by some · of his actors. 

For further information contact the Center 
for Religious Heaning, .922-4208. 

ADL DIRECTOR ATTENDS MEETINGS IN NEC1 NEXICO 

Problems of government agencies engaging in 
501/LOF:.'? 1·iu1Cl/ERS ATTEoVD INSERVICE 'f'AAINING lfEET affi:emati = action programs on matters of 

The Boul der Valley School District sponsored an 
inservice traini ng session for a cross- section 
o f teachers and administrators on January 16. 
The pr il"la ry purpose of the afternoon gathering 
was to highlight a11d promote curriculum and 
act ivities regarding tJexican American children. 

ADL mat erials on Jews, Chicanos, and other 
e thn ic groups were on display and kits of our 
materials passed out to all attendin<J. 

/In .Jcti vi ty 1,,Jiich took place last fall was an 
i n-$Crvi ce session on Je1·1ish conoems led by 
/'.I)L s t aff. 

·• !.RAJJ /IN7'I-DEFN.Jl1TION LEAGUE" I41JST CHANCE NAUE 

The Jl.nti.- Defamation League has been granted a 
pe r manent injunction against use of the phrase 
"Jin ti-Defamation League" ::iy the so-cal led 
" J\ r ab Anti -Defamation League" (AADL). Jin 
AADL Sf eake r vis it:ed Denver months ago. 

Reg io11al Boa.rd member Leo Veta, Laramie, 
! '1Joming , s cheduled a Feoruary appearance for 
Regiona l Director Sheldon Steinhauser before 
t ile Pot <J.ry Club .•• Charles (Chick) Schloss has 
joinccl t llc 11DL s t.aff as a volunceer working 
! •:1r tl (;ul.il'l!I 1d th colle<JO and high scliool 
"out/1. Chick is a Denverite 11110 is just: 
;hor t a degree 1"1 th a major in religion and 
1~e expect him to be of much assistance to 
us ••• llDL tal k s cheduled for Colorado· Springs 
Je1•1ish community on Uarcl1 2, thanks· t:Q 
f'il'Jbi r·:i lli am Gordon . 

r eligious discrimination are being dealt 
c.,,ith by /IDL Director Sheldon Steinhauser, 
serving as a consultant to the Equal Employ­
ment Opportunities Conmission (EEOC) 
regional staff in Albuquerque. One of the 
problems is that of detennining religious 
affiliation of the total workforce since ADL 
is opposed to direct questions on religion. 
Another con.oern - frequently both govenur.ent 
officials and business executives do not 
recogniu that there is a problem facing Je1<1s ! 

Tl1e llDL Director conferred also with 
Albuquerque Jewish leadership headed· by 
l!ike Sutin, ADL Board Chairman, and /Jarvin 
~, Federati~ Director. 

JI t alk 11ras scheduled by Santa Fe B'nai B' ri th 
Lodge at which Steinhauser outlined our con­
cerns t'lith insensitive treatment of Je1·1s in 
the handling of Arab-Israel discussions. 

* 197 3 ALLIED CAMPAIGN STARTS IN DEUVEP. * 

* 
* ADL Executive Chairman Norman Davis has * 
• asked a number of board members to serve* 
• with him in a liaison capa.city 1-1itll the * 
•Alli ed Jewish Community Council, inclu- * 
• ding Elliott Husne11, Nort /Jargolin, * 
• ttort Pepper, Gerald {)uiat, and i-1il:iam A­

* (•leil.. lie points out that M>L r eceives * 
* the'"major portion of its funds as a • 
• beneficiary of the Allied Campaign, the * 
* remainder of its expenditures being it 

• made up through allocations from other * 
• co111JT1unities and especially the Society * 
• of FellO!'IS membership campaign. * 
~ * • ~ * * • * ~ ~ * ~ * * * ~ ~ * ~ * ~ * 
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the c ivil and r~ligious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations lot all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Jan. 19 ••• Reflecting the cx:mcern of American Jf!MrY that the year-long evangelistic 

campaign kncMn as Key '73 might beccme a "souroe of tension and conflict," the American 

Jewish c.cmni.ttee has urged Christian groups .participating in the campaign to "respect the 

convictions and feelings of Jews and to disavow specifically any intention to proselytize 

the Jewish cx:mrunity." 

In addition, the AJC listed three specific suggestions as to steps the Christian 

groups might take to alleviate Jewish fears over the stepped-up missionary drive. '!hey were: 

1. to take ''particular care in the presentation of such themes as the Crucifixion 

and Jewish reaction to Jesus, so as not to contribute to the develoi:znent of anti-Jewish 

attitudes in the Christian o:::tl'fCUlri.ty"; 

2. "to give serious consideration to the oonclusions of reputable Christian scholars 

affirming the continuing validity of Judaism"; 

3. "to avoid the inplication that Christianity and Arrerica are synonyrrous." 

· 'Ihe AJC1s official statenent on the evangelistic carrpaign was adopted in principle 

by its National Executive Council last Decentler, and ratified by its Board of Governors 

this week. 

'Ihe stated aim of Key '73 is "to share with every person in North America nore fully 

and nore forcefully the claim; and message of Jesus Christ." While rooted in evangelical 

Protestantism, it has received wide ecunetlcal support fran other Christian groups. In 

addition, the A.JC noted, "there: has been a IMrked increase in the efforts of those missionary 

groups that aim specifically at the oonversion of Jews to Cllristianity." 

"The American Jewish c.cmni. ttee recognizes the inherent right of all religious ccmnuni.ties 

to propag.ate their faith in our pluralistic society," the statanent declared. "Hc:MeVer, 

missionary approaches to Jews have frequently been based on a false, stereOtyped and carica­

tured image of Judaism as an 'inoarplete' or '.obsolete' religion that has been replaced by 

the 'new Israel' of Christianity. Such a view is offensive to the dignity and honor of the 

Jewish people. " 

Philip E.. Hoffman, President; Max M. Fisher, Chairman, Elecutive Council; David Sher, Chairman, Board of Governors; Elmer l . Winter, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Bertram H. Cold, Executive Vice President 

Washing1on Office: 818 18th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. Z0006 • European hq.: 30 Rue la Boetie, Paris 8, France • Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem, Israel 

' CSAE 1707 
South American hq.: San Martin 663, 2 P. <CO, Buenos Aires, Algentina • Mexico: Av. Ejercito Nacional 533 # 302·303 Mexico 5, D.F. 
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At the sama time, the AJC stat:emant cautioned the Jewish cumn.mity "against with­

drawal fran the arena of interreligious activity, out of an unwazranted suspicion of all 

Christian rrotivatians in approaching Jews for dialogue or interreligious progranming." 

The statarent pointed out that Jews had benefited substantially £ran increased 

Jewish-christian ex>operation in recent years. Am:>ng these gains, it cited "revl,sed and 

inproved Christian textlx:ioks, training programs for Christian teachers, massive Christian 

support for Soviet Jgwcy, increasing syrtl)athy for Israel, and grCMing rejection of anti- · 

semi tism. " 

"'Ihese gains must not ~ lost through · an irrational over-reaction to those rroverents · . 

that rel,y on persuasion and not coercion," the AJC stat;.arent said. 

'lhe full statarent foll.CMS: 

A significant deVelof,'l'lelt affecting contercporary Jewish-christian relations is the 
recent intensification of programs of evangelism. During the next eight.een nonths an un­
precedented evangelistic drive known as "Key '73 is scheduled throughout the United States 
and Canada. This canpaign, while rooted in evangelical Protestantism, has wide ecurrenical 
support and has as its stated· aim "to share with every person in North .America rrore fully 
and rrore forcefully the claims and message of Jesus Christ." In addition, there has been 
a marked increase in the efforts of those missionary groups which aim specifically at the. 
conversion of JE!Ws to Christianity. 

The Airerican jewish Ccmnittee recognizes the inherent right of all religious carrmmities 
to propagate their faith in our pluralist society. However, missionary approaches to Jews 
have frequently been based on a false, stereotyped and caricatured iltage of Judaism as an 
"incx:mplete" or "obsolete" religion that has been replaced by the "new Israel" of Christi­
anity. Such a view is offensive to the dignity and honor of the Jewish people. 

Lest the .fortha::ming evangelistic campaigns becare a source of tension and conflict, 
we urge the various Christian bc:xlies participating in "Key '73 and sllnilar efforts to respect 
the convictions and feelings of Jews and to disavow specifically any intention to thus 
proselytize the Jewish corcmunity. We also suggest that particular care be taken in the 
presentation of ·sutjl theres as the <;rucifixion and Jewish reaction to Jesus, so as not to 
ex>ntribute to the develOf!rerlt of anti-Jewish atti t\Jdes in the Christian cx:mm.mi ty. We ask 
Cllristian groups to give serious consideration to the conclusions of reputable Christian 
scholars affil:ming the oontinuing validity of Judaism. Further, we urge those groups 
engaged in Key '73 arid other programs of evangelism to avoid the inplication that Christi-
anity and Airerica are synonynous. · 

· Finally, we caution the Jewish ccmnunity against withdrawal £ran the arena of inter-: 
· religious activity, out of an unwarranted suspicion of all Christian rrotivations in 
ai;:proaching Jews for dialogue or interreligious programninq. J'ews have benefitted sub­
stantially fran increased Jewish-Christian cooperation in recent years: in revised and 
inproVed Christian textbooks, in training programs for Christian teachers, in massive 
Christian support. for Soviet Jem:y, in increasing syrrpathy for Israel, and in a grt1Ning 

. rejection of. anti-semitism. '.Ihese gains ImJSt not be lost through an irrational over­
reaction to those novernents which rely on persuasion and not coercion. 

73-960-'9 
1/18/73 
A, REL, EJP, PP, CP 



NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

memo 

55 WEST 42 STREET. NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 • LO' 4-3450 

January 12, 1973 

To: Member Agencies of NJCRAC and CJIWF 

From: Isaiah M. Minkoff, Executive Vice Chairman 

Subject: The Jesus Revolution 

This is a follow-up to th~ · . ~morandum of December ll 
in which we called attention to -,~:" the evangelistic campaign 
designed to bring the "Continen~ to Christ." {.Ve are indebted to 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs 
of the American Jewish Committee, for the preparation of that 
memorandum. 

We now send you herewith a set of suggested Guidelines which, 
as: is noted in the Introduction, represents the reflections of ex­
perienced community leaders and practitioners joined in our inter­
agency task force. The Guidelines were drafted by Dr. Norman E. 
Frimer., National Coordinator of Hillel Affairs for the New York 
Metropolitan Area . 

Again, we express the hope that the Jewish community will 
"keep its cool," and that you will keep us fully informed of de­
velopments .. 

Additional copies of the Guidelines, in reasonable numbers, 
are available on request. 

Best regards. 

sab 
enclosure 

O,X,A,R -- CS cul. -- CJF.Execs. 



SUGGESTED GUIDE~INES FOR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ON KEY '73 

Introduction 

Key '73 having been offici~lly launched on a natio~al scale 
with a television spec~al, and other mass appeals being projected, 
it is bound to reach an audience that includes substantial numbers 
of Jews of all ages. 

Many Jewish communities, agencies and institutions have ex­
pressed concern and sought guidance ~ In an effort to supp~y some 
such guidance, a number of experienced community leaders and practi­
tioners in the field have shared their reflections, which are sum~ · 
marized in the guidelines that follow. These, of course, are neces­
sarily. general in nature. The specific relevance or applicability 
9f any of them will vary according to the particular needs of various 
communities and their value will depend greatly on their proper · 
application. 

The threat manifest in missionary activities is in part re­
lated to the widespr~ad intellectual and spiritual ignorance of 
Jewish values anq heritage. We must move energetically to reverse 
.any possible tre~d away from Jewish commitment, the ultimate results 

. of which may be alienation and potential conversion. Jewish com­
munities should encourage parents and youth of all ages towards 
more intensive ~ewish educational programs. 

F~RST, SOME CAUTIONARY COUNSEL FOR ALL 

(1) Do Not Overreact 

There is just no warrant for alarm. We have some 
reports of individual conversion -- and they of 
course merit our earnest and active concern --

·but no evidence of substantial impact on Jewish 
youth. 

(2) Do Not Join in the Numbers Game 

Missionaries characteristically exaggerate the 
numbers of converts gained. Do not help them by 
accepting their figures or by citing or repeating 
their statistics, even if they appear in the public 
press. There are no reliable figl.ires, only guessti­
mates and generalizations. Our concern, in any qase, 
is based on the. traditional axiom, "Whoever sustains 
one Jewish soul is as if he had sustained a whole 
world. 11 

· 

(3) Do Not Debate, Dialogue or Argue With Missionaries 

Missionaries often seek to engage Jews in public 
discussion. Do not be drawn into this utterly 
fruitl€ss exercise. Above all, do not invite 
missionaries or their followers to address meetings 
under Jewish auspices.· Such hospitality only gives 
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the missionary cau~e institutional dignity and 
legitimacy. On the other hand, do not publicly 
attack or. abuse the· missionaries; this merely 
serves to surround ·them with an aura of martyrdom, 
to ou~ loss. Our essential obligation is to shore 
up our Jewishness. 

(4) Do Not Be Taken in by the "Jewish Christian" Ploy 

Some missionary groups appeal specifically to Jews 
with the specious notion that those joining them 
are thereby "completed" or "fulfilled" as Jews . This 
is patently incompatible with Jewish tradition and . 
conviction. Conversion to Christianity or any other . 
faith is an abandonment of Judaism. We must strive, . 
with loving concern, to restore erring individuals 
to their own faith and community. 

(5) Do Not Lose Your "Cool 11 

The style of the Key '73 missionaries is likely to 
be cool and affable. Emulate it . When they cqme 
smiling to the door, respond politely.' -- firmly but 
with no rec.rimination -- "No, thanks, I'm not interested," 
o.r some brief and definitive equivalent. 

SECOND, SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZATION AND STRATEGY 

(1) Mobilize Local Resources 

(2) 

Every Jewish community will .make its own appraisal 
of the challenge posed by missionary activity. · Each 
will face certain conditions unique to it. Each will 
have to assume responsibility for its own reaction, 
though national agencies . are of course more than 
ready to be of assistance. Locally, planning and 
organization, coordinared through the appropriate 
~ommunity-wide agency, must inv61ve all concerned 
partners -- federation, community relations council, 
rabbinical association, community centers, Hillel 
d~rectors, synagogue . groups, ~ducators, lay groups, 
youth council~, etc. 

Get the Facts 

Fact:-finding is a "must." This is an indispensable 
step. Until the actual situation in the community 
has been established, planning cannot proceed in­
telligently. Are Jews, as Jews, being missionized? 
By whom, from what centers or sources? In what · 
settings and by wha·t means -- in schools, through · 
coffee houses, "drop-in" centers, via the communica­
tions media, prayer meetings, home study groups, 
.bookmobiles? 
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(3) Plan Strategy and Approaches · 

Assuming the fact-gathering process indicates a 
problem requiring a~tion: 

(a) Survey .the available resources knowledgeable 
and- experienced personnel, appropriate literature, 
suitable facilities. 

(b) Pr1ority should go to marshalling individuals 
young and old. Set up a task force of peer-to-peer 
as well as adult resource people with some forte or 
e~pertise in this area. 

(c) · Very carefully study at first hand the needs of 
those Jewish young ·people who are flirting with or 
have been drawn into other religious movements, _and 
what they are seeking. Make no prejudgments on thes·e 
matters. The Jesus Movement is very. complex. 

(d) With equal care, plan how to offer a. positive 
Jewish respon~e tri their need and search. Only 
then will it be possible to reach out to them and 
to share the needed knowledge and understanding 
with others to be trained for further intensive 
outreach. 

(4) Focus on the Teenager 

Not only college students, but those in the high 
schools and even in the junior high schools must 
be deemed vulnerable. Many miss~onaries may con­
centrate on teenagers, deliberately using a peer­
group approach, exploiting the unsettled state that 
marks the adolescent years particularly in these 
times, and the readiness of young people to challenge 
any traditional, accepted ' values. These areas demand 
our greatest scrutiny and innovative planning. Our 
caution against overreaction bears repeating .here. 
"Crash programs," counter-crusades, or resort to 
gimmickry must be avoided • 

. (5) Create Opportunities for Youth Participation 

Unf ortuna~ely those who are confused Jewishly and 
troubled personally will not always avail themselves 
of the traditional programs conducted in centers, 
synagogues, youth organizations and other .settings. 
Additional ways need .to be developed for reaching 
out with approaches that truly enable young people 
to shape the content, directions · and policies of 
the programs in which they participate, including 
those programs that are regarded by them as not con­
trolled by the "establishment." Some recently initi­
ated youth and teen programs reflect this approach, 

· utilizing informal settings such as storefronts a~d 
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coffee houses, providing opportunity for ·11 rapping" 
and for making contacts with other youth. .Such prq­
grams are ~onsistent with the long range goals of 
reaching youth, providing a J~wish setting l.n which 
they can relax, meet other Jewish youth, "$hmoos" 
and talk seriously with wa·rm, sensitive, responsive 
and skillful staff -- including staff of their own 
peer-groups. Experimentation with innovative and 
creative approaches to opening channels of partic~­
pation by our youth must .be given h.igh priority. 

All Jewish agencies and institutions, of course, share a basic 
obligation to support and conduct positive prog·rams -- both formal 
and informal -- of Jewish culture and Jewish education, with outreach 
especially to youth of high school and college age . . 

. It is .not our intention at this point to provide· you with 
informational materials and precise recommendations for programmatic 
activities . In d~e time we shall have suggestions for specific 
activities, including innovative and experimental projects that are 
now being tried out~ e.g., appropriately planned coffee houses where 
-young people Can COme for an informal "ShmOOS;IT 8 local telephone 
nhot line,'' manned by trained communal leaders and youth who can 
speak warmly and helpfully to youngsters who need love and under­
standing. Indeed, you might indicate what you think is needed in 
this urgent area of concern. · 

The actual value of these guidelines for any particular area 
can only be determined· by experience. for this reason. it is essential 
to maintain a strong liaison between the local communities and national 
agencies. A constant flow of information will not only allow for the 
revision and updating of these guidelines but also enable each com­
munity to benefit from the experience of others . Do therefore keep 
us informed on developments in your bailiwick and let us know just 
how we can be helpful. · · 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

Synagogue Council 
of America 

National Jewish 
Welfare Board 

American Association 
for Jewish Education 

B'nai B'rith 
Hillel Foundations 

a·na the constituent national organizations of the NJCRAC and the Synagogue 
Council of America: 

American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 

B'nai B'rith-- Anti-Defamation League 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Jewish Labor Committee 
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. 
National Council of Jewish Women 

Rabbinical Assembly . 
Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 
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memo 

j 

55 WEST 42 STREET . NEW TOlll( . NEW YOlll( 1003 6 • ~O 4 · 345 0 

September 13, 1972 

To: 

From: 

Commission on Church-State and Interreligious Relationships 

Milton I. Goldstein, Commissicih Chairman 

Stibject: Agenda for Commission Meeting -- October 13 

As you already know, the next meeting of our Commission will 
be held on October 13, at the offices of the NJCRAC, 55 West 42nd 
Street, New York City, begin~ing at 10:30 a. m. We plan on going 
through lunch, and should conclude no later than 3 p. m. inasmuch 
as our meeting takes place on Friday. 

The following is our agenda: 

so-called Jesus Revolution: "Jesus Freaks," 
"Key '73," ' ews fpr Jesus," ncampus .Crusade for Chris·t." These 
and o manifestations of evangelistic fervqr, some of which 

·-. ··. 

are irected to Jews, are the basis for a great deal of apprehen­
sion within the ~ewish corrununity, particularly in respect to Jewish 
students on the college campus. We wi.11 have reports of these de·­
velo·pments, and should consider what recommendations we might have.· ... 
for our member agencies. Enclosed are background materials that 
may be helpful in preparing you for the discussion. 

2. The Treatment of Jews and Judaism in School Textbooks: 
The encl osed minutes of a meeting held with a committee of the 
Association of American Publishers on July 7, 1972 will serve as 
background. The Commission's subcommittee may have a recommenda­
tion to offer in respect t o the proposal outlined in the minutes. 

3. Tax Credits and Other Tax Benefits in Aid of, Nonpublic 
School Parents: A report will be made of recent litigative and 
legislative developments" The Joint Program Plan for 1972-73 not'es 
the opposit~on of the NJCRAC agencies (the UOJCA dissenting) to such 
tax benefits. Has t .he Commission any suggestions for coping with 
this problem? 

4. Religipus Holiday Observ~nces: NJCRAC staff has made an 
informal inquiry among a number of locai member agencies regarding 
their experiences with Christmas programs in the public schools in 
recent years. You will have a report of the responses we have re­
ceived, on the basis of which you may have recommendations for deal­
ing with this perennial problem. 

~37! 
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This being a luncheon meeting, it will be helpful for staff 
to know whether you plan to attenq~ If you have not already done 
so, ·please return the form below. 

I look forward to· seeing you at the meeting. Best regards ~ 

sab 
enclosures 

i -------------------~---------~---
To: Mr. Milton I . Goldstein 

I do do not plan to attend the Commission 
--~~~ ~~.,--~ 

meeting scheduled for FriL'foy, October 13. 

Name: 
(please print) 
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Will the 
Jest.is Revolution 

Revive 

Ariti-Semitism? 

The Jesus revolution is not intentionally anti-Semitic, but 

its peculiar type of enthusiasm and Jesus worship have been 

shown to be principal ingredients of antj-Semitic attitudes. 

RICHARD GEL WICK 



+ THE NAZIS' demonic destruction of Jews made 
many Westerners think it had put an end to the 
folly of ami-Se~itism by exposing its irrationality. 
But. anti-Semitism never died at the root; and today 
it is coming into the open again, thanks to the new 
religious dogmatism of the Jesus revolution. 

Assessment of that revolution has varied. Some 
view the "Jesus freaks" with amusement or curiosity. 
Some applaud the new movement as a return to 
morality and religion, .a rejection of drug use and 
sexual promiscuity. Others recognize in it a familiar 
American pattern in.herited from revivalism: that of 
individualistic salvation won through a religion of 
emotion. Still others decry its anti-intellectualism, 
its biblical literalism, and. its naive assumption that a 
personalistic religion can solve the world's complex 
social problems. 

Some social scientists and theologians, however, 
discern far more serious dangers in the Jesus revolu­
tion. They have shown a possible causal connection 
between a bad theology, "Jesus is God," and a soc~al 
pattern that discriminates against Jews, the "killers 
of God." That is, they perceive an interrelation 
between a Jesus-centered religion and Hitler's mur­
der of 6 million Jews. We would be wise to take 
note of their warnings. Not that they consider the 
Jesus revolution intentionally anti-Se!Ilitic. But they 
have come to the conclusion 'that this movement's 
peculiar type of enthusiasm and Jesus worship are 
principal ingredients of anti-Semitic attitudes. 

Charles Glock and Rodney Stark's study Christia.n 
Beliefs and Anti-Semitism (Harper & Row, i966) is 
probably the most thorough examination to date of 
the interrelad~nship of contemporary ·Christian be­
liefs and anti-Semitic attitudes, both religious and 
secular. These authors find not only that old reli­
gious views (many of which have been repudiated 
or corrected by church leaders) continue to pro­
mote anti-Jewish sentiments; they also find a causal 
connection between certain types and forms of 
Christian belief and anti-Semitism. The linkage 
begins with ~iteral interpretation of Christian 
dogma: the careful theological definitions of ortho­
dox Christianity are convened into simplistic ver­
balisms tha t answer the need of religious certitude. 
Thence arises particularism, or what Glock and 
Stark call "a disposition to see Christian truth as the 
only religious truth" (p. 208). This outlook results 
in a twofold attitude toward non-Christians: mis­
sionary zeal and hostility. Since "the faith is open to 

all mankind;" the ou tsiders should. be confronted 
with the choice of accepting or rejecting Christiani­
ty. But if they reject it, " the hosti!Ety latent in 

Dr. Gtlwick i.r chairman of the religion and philosophy de· 
/1n r l 1111~111 . St""f1l1r:n.1· r:olle~e, Columbia, Missouri. 

particularism is activated" (ibid.). The danger of 
the Jesus movement is that it thrives on the very 
elements chat, according to Glock and Stark, foster 
anti-Sem icism. 

Concrete Examples 

The alarming aspects of the Jesus revolution first 
came to my attention on the college campus where I 
teach. In a course on the Hebrew Scriptures, I found 
myself up against a fresh Christian literalism that 
refused to take an investigative approach co the 
material. One Jes us movement student in the class 
pointed up the problem when she said: " If Jesus is 
God, and God inspired the Bible, then Jesus wrote 
the whole Bible." Such a reduction forecloses all 
alternatives - for instance, seeing the Hebrew Scrip­
tures as also having a valid Jewish interpretation. 

That same semester I undertook to lead a theo­
logical study conference for students from three 
colleges in our area. But the proceedings were 
blocked by a virtual sit-in by Jesus people. They had 
signed up for what was clear.ly announced as an 
academic theological conference, and they came in 
numbers; but, committed to proclaiming their own 
views, they would hear no other. Eventually we had 
to stop the conference and try to deal with this 
conflict. It was never resolved. The statement of one 
of the Jesus people explains why: " I thank God that 
I don't ~eed any theologian or.Bible commentary to 
tell me about you, Lord. I know that you have come 
to me and talked to me through your son, Jesus." 
Here the chain from literalism to particularism and 
dogmatism to hosti'lity was verbally manifest. Hold­
ing to a literal type of belief, the student was 
absolutely sure of his . faith and resented even the 
views of Christian scholars who differed. 

Soon after, a Jewish student came to me to ask 
what she could do about the Jesus people who kept 
trying to convert her. She had tried to explain to 
them her cwn ·views and tradition , but they con­
tinued co harass her. For example, coming to break­
fast she would find at her place a magazine tel ling 
how an entire Jewish family on Long Island had 
converted to Christianity. Events like these give rise 
to a concern over harmful effects stemming from this 
new movement. 

Destructiveness of Deicide Notion 

It is in its Christology that the anti-Semitic poten­
tial of the Jes us revolution is QlOSt ·evident. Jesus 
people frequently advance a claim that neither the 
New Testament nor orthodox Christianity would 
make; namely, that Jesus is God. Such a claim fuels 
the mistakeri belief that the Jews are guilty of 
deicide, the crucifixion of God. Those creeds of the 
church and those New Testament passages that assert 



the divinity of Jesus always do so very carefully, so as 
to m_aintain Jesus' full humanity. But the Jesus 
movement's theology ignores the intricacies of ex­
plaining Jesus' relation to God and states unequivo­
cally that Jes~s and God are the same. Such simple 
identification gives invincible authority to their 
beliefs and justifies disda_in of the non-Jesus person. 

The deicide belief is destructive in two important 
ways. One is described by 91ock and Stark. They 
found that the "killers of God" notion was a main 
element in the public's acquiescence in persecution 
of Jews. They write: 

Without the reinforcement provided by the deicide tradi­
tion, the link between particularism and religious hostility 
would probably still remain. The simple fact that Jews 
remain outside the "true" faith would be enough to sustain 
a degree of hostility. But it seems certain that this hostility 
could be significantly muted if the deicidle issue could be 
laid to rest once and for all [op. cit., p. uo]. · 

The Jesus movement's "theology," instead of help­
ing to lay that issue to rest, is reviving and teaching 
it to a new generation. 

The second way the deicide notion is destructive 
is described in Richard Rubenstein's provocative 
book After Auschwitz. (Bobbs-Merrill, 1966). A 
scholar in the field of religion and culture and at 
one time a student of Pa.ul Tillich, Dr. Rubenstein 
has developed some of the psychoanalytic implica­
tions of the mythic consciousness of Christianity. He 
notes that the Nazis were really fighting two wars, 
one against the Allies and the ocher against the Jews; 
and their irrational preoccupation with extermina­
tion of the J e\,\'.s at . the risk of losing the .war against 
the Allies shows that they aimed at much more than 
nationalist expansion. The Nazi" movement was a 
demonic rebellion against the motal restraints of 
Jewish-Christian civilization and a drive for abso-
1.ute freedom of behavior. The Christian heritage of 
hatred . of the Jewish people as kiillers of God 
provided justification for monstrous atrocities. The 
Nazis really wanted the death of God· in order that 
everything might be permitted, and then served this 
wish by pretending to be the avengers of the 
crucifixion of God.at the hands of the Jews. Ruben­
stein points out a striking parallel between the 
convinced Nazi and the satanic priest of medieval 
times. That priest, he says, 

celebrated the Black Mass, not because of lack of belief, but 
because he hated God and wanted to fnvert normal religious 
standards. Had he really been an unbeliever, he would not 
have been so dependent upon religion to determine the 
character of his rebellion. He would in all probability have 
found becter and more conscructive ways to occupy his time. 
The Nazis were religious rebels rather than genuine un­
believers [p. 2]. 

While we cannot say that Jesus people are at 
bottom fascists or haters of God, the realities of 

Auschwitz and anti-Semitism are far too serious for 
us to take lightly a new popular movement that 
feeds a main root of Jewish hostility. Rubens~ein 
makes vivid for us the tremendous social 'conse­
quences of unexamined and faulty theological be­
liefs. Instead of being the innocent errors of chil­
dren, such beliefs may be the death sentence of whole 
peoples. 

Religious Origins Undeniable 

The persistence of anti-Semitism in our civiliza­
tion has been explained by ·various factors: ethno­
centrism, the need for scapegoats in periods of crisis, 
the tendency to stereotype gr~ups and. ascribe to 
them the shortcomings of a few individuals, the 
problems of the authoritarian personality. These 

·may indeed have been preconditions for violent 
forms of anti-Semitism, though they are no excuse 
for.· it. In any case we .live in a time of worldwide 
insecurity, and in such a time it is always risky to 
compound the causes of anti-Semitism. For the fact 
is that hatred of the Jews originates to a large degree 
in religion. Glock and Stark face this fact. They note 
first that many studies of Nazism apparently re­
garded the holocaust as so exceptional that it re­
quired new explanations - "the effects of education, 
social · class, ethnicity, personality factors, politics, 
child-rearing practices," the link between circumci­
sion and the "castration complex," etc. But they 
missed completely the obvious explanation; namely, 
centuries of religious prejudice. 

At the same time, Glock and Stark test their own 
the~m on the relation between religious particu­
larism and anti-Semitism. They find that while ·such 
"secular" factors as education, occupational prestige, 
income, rural-urban origins, age, politics and sex 
may be relevant to other forms of bigotry, they do 
not account for the hostility against Jews. Logically, 
of course, this does not prove their theory the right 
one, but we can hardly ignore their evidence. 

The revival of a potentially anti-Semitic theology 
in the Jesus movement comes just at a time when 
many church leaders are bent on removing causes of 
conflict between Christians and Jews~ Instructions 
from the World Council of Churches and the 
Second Vatican Council, as well as denominational 
assemblies such as the Lutheran World Federation 
.and the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church. 
have directed their constituents to rriake every effort 
to eliminate all forms of anti-Semitism and to 
counter the . erroneous teaching that the Jewish 
people bear the guilt for Jesus' death. Maintains the 
World Council in its statement: "In Christian. teach­
ing the historic events which led to the crucifixion 
should not be so presented as to fasten. upon the 
Jewish people of today the responsibilities which 
belong to our corporate humanity and not to one 



race or community." Also, the Jewish-Christian 
d ialogue is an active roovement directed toward 
exploration of positive relations an"d aven ues of 
joint action for both communities. ·some theologians 
see in this new situation a frontier for one of the 
most creative of today's religious explor~tions. Ac­
cording to Peter Schneider (The Dialogue of Chris­
tians and Jews [Seabury, 1966]), for the first time 
since the separation of J udaism and Christianity in 
the first century there is the beginning of a major 
rethinking of theological assumptions and differ­
ences. 

Theological jmplications 

Is there manifest in the J esus revolution enough 
theological clarity and impact to justify our con­
cern? Some observers, among them Lowell Streiker 
(The Jesus Trip [Abingdon, 1971]), contend that 
the Jesus people are activated more by feelings than 
by well defined ideas. The Jesus movement is still 
too diverse and too spontaneous to have a developed 
creed. Despite its lack of systematic theological 
reflection, however. it evinces among its followers the 
fam iliar behavior of religious dogmatism. The un­
critical use of scriptural passages, the repetition of 
American fundamenta lism's cliches, and the bind­
ing of members into a community leagued against a 
wicked world show a loss of self-confidence which 
demands a leap to an absolute and often u nexam­
ined answer. Nevertheless, the movement is not a 
direct extension of fundamentalism and its revolt 
against modernism but rather an author itarian an­
swer resurrected from the pages of American reli­
giosity's history. Today's Jesus-obeying disciples are 
new p ilgrims seeking the fulfi llment of an illusory 
American dream - the dream of a Kingdom of God 
suddenly attained. In their implicit and unrecog­
nized set ·of religious assumptions and patterns lie 
the dangers and seeds of anti-Semitism. 

Further, the Jesus revolution is reviving some of 
the fron t-page co.ntroversies of t{1e 1960s. The · 
"death of God" movement represented, among oth­
er factors, a recognition that to make identical J esus 
and God is co advance the possibility of atrocities 
such as Ausch wi tz. Commented a Christian student, 
after listening to a J esus disciple's "conversion" 

appeal: '.'If that's what God means, then I would 
prefer not to believe in God at all." Certainly, once 
again we are faced with the problem of how theolog­
ical beliefs may lead to behavior that is inhumane 
and contradictory to positive ethical values. Ironi­
cally enough, the Jesus movement could spark a 
reaction that would revitalize the " death of God" 
movement. 

The threat of anti-Semitism emanating from the 
Jesus · revolution is a concrete presentation of the 
current problems of religion in America. Ours is a 
secular society living on a religious heritage that is 
but dimly understood. Most people lack the knowl­
edge that nowhere in the New Testament is the 
claim advanced th?t J esus is God. In the Gospel 
According to J ohn, for example, statements that 
Jesus is the Word "and the Word was with God," 
and that " He who has seen me ha.s _seen the Father," 
can not be read without an appreciation of the 
careful distinction between Jesus and God made by 
the writer himself and of the special philosophical 
appeal he was directing to his own Hellenistic 
culture. Yet it is precisely the lack of such appreci­
ation that accounts for many of the worst elements 
of our religious past. The dogmatism stemming 
from biblical literalism - including the charge of 
Jewish guilt- is accep ted as true by secular people. 
Glock and Stark found chat the religious basis of 
anti-Semitism extends far beyond the membersh ip 
of religious groups: "Only 5 per cent of Americans 
with anti-Semitic views lack all rudiments of a 
religious basis for their prejudice." Though the 
churches may be accepting the challenge of trying to 
rectify the damage done by centuries of erroneous 
teaching and deeply rooted prejudice, lhere is a 
much larger public holding these views - views 
gaining reinforcement as the message of the J es us. 
movement is broadcast by the mass media and by its 
own free-floating missionaries. It was not a large and 
active group of anti-Semites that made possible Hit­
ler's persecution of Jews, but a srhall group which 
was permitted to act by an indifferent public. And 
the indifference originated in the unexamined no­
tions of its members' consciences. Unti·l Americans 
become more self-critical and more sensitive to 
religious issues, . we cannot -safely accept every reli­
gious revival as an unqual ified good. 

For additional copies, write to: 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 

315 Lexington Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 
or your nearest regional office 
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-~~u:Y.:. ~;:. · -~.: .:<:1 :·.7: .;..1..-_·::·~::.: By; NC' .News service · - · ·· · ·-· 1- • .. 

The Los . Ange1e).l archdi~cese and the Albany, · N. Y. ·"diocese have ·... -· 

announced: p articipation in Key ~ .7 3; a year-long ecumenical 

evange1istic movement_ that. begins wit.'1 Advent. ·,-

The Los Anga les archdiocese announced its participation at a 

press conference attended by sin9er Pat Bocne and Dodger pitcher 

Don Sutton, along with cat:"\.o1ic and p ·:otestant clergymen. 

i.JC :?JEWS sE:nvrcE : (Domestic) - . _ .. ,_ · .. '.·. · :. ::: · .. O.:l/2G/72 - . Tu.) 

.:;_:: ~:!?'! -ATh~--iy, ~ishop Edwin .D·. ·· Broder;_oJ(. · ~all~d rcey '73_ :"i! . ~r.ique . ' ' 

:op,Portunity :for. christians to .. unite in a common task and thereby to 
. . . . . .' . . 

'present christ ' to .the :community by proclamat;ion ·and demonstration, 
' ' 

through witness, by word and ·deed.". ·. . .\:. .::, .. . ; r::: · "· :~~~:> ) :: -~·· ..... ··-

, Iri. Los· Angeles the same sentiment was expressed ·!.>_y.'-Father. 

~.,...-Royal _Vaclaldn who said J:;:ey " '73 . is primarily an appeal- .to· . .... : : ,, ._, . . . 
·=individuals and congregations to· revitalize their l~ves in _Christ • . 

· ,::."Los Ange!e·s ·city" councilman Tom Bradley pre~ente~ . a . p~uncil · 

resolution: for a Noon -Prayer Call Dec . .. 26, opening day of.:_t:h~ .. __ : :. -

campaign i ri Los Angeles. · · '· ":'·' :: .- ·. · 'JI :·) -~c.-.::~.·, .:.-. :: ·<·· ~ -~s.: :.··; ::.· .. r ;. 

The Albany diocese 1 s co-chairman of ICey· '1.3, . father t!Q.hn 

P~' ·BeTtolucci',·:· said that · Chrisj:ians should. use the.· l(ey ! 7~ program 

•£0'<·10\rin·gly ' share the· Christian Grispel while respecti.n9 th~ 
religious tradition of any group · ·~ . .. ,, ·: -.... : . . . · --.: . 

to 
F:athe·r · Bertolucci . apparently was i:eferr.ing/ .cr.i'ti-cism . of . Key • 7 3 

by some Jewish 'leaders who ' Sa.y 'that the erusade tends to identi£-y 

evangelical · Christianity with ·"The American Way of Life. 11 

" · :-The annouri~enients from Los Angeles and .i.Ubany were .the most 

reeent by Catholic . diocese.s. Bishops in Florida, I·Iissouri and .. 

··r: '. 

Pennsylvania have also urged ·pastors to involve their parishes in 

Key 1 73. r:·:-·.--. 

; ;,)_;. r. ·~ !rfie program 1 s theme is 0 caJ.linq our continent to . Christ. " 

xts3ob)eetives include sharing the gospel with _ ~very person in 

North America, ·employing all modern means of communicating the 

Go$;Pel, .applying · it· to modern social issues, and . deyelopin9 new 

'resources for 'evan9elism. · ·:;-. - ., ::·j_:_:-. '.::;~ '. :;1.~l·:: ... ·) :.:: · ... ·~-: ,_ ·' 

u.s>·catholic· l>ishops as· a- body have not endorsed Key '73 but 
.... , . " / 
· individual dioc~ses have been · allowed .to choose wheth~r. they -want. 

to join·:the,;program whicb-~runS through." 1913. -·? ::. ·;:;:i "~"_,.,._] ,, _: 

* * * * 



B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS 
1640 Rhode I s l and Avenue, N. W. 

Washingt on, D. C. 

COMMENT FROM THE CAMPUS: THE "JESUS FREAKS" 

Rabbi Samuel Z. Fishman 

Reports describing the impact of the fundamentalist Jesus 
movement upon Jewish students have appeare.d in recent months in 
both the general and the Jewish press. The accounts in the reli­
gion columns of the daily press or the weekly news magazines usu­
ally highlight the presence of Jews among the "Jesus freaks" as an 
item of curiosity. Jewish discussion on the subject has~ under­
standably, reflected a deeper sense of concern or alarm. 

Absent from all of the reports is some indication of the 
extent to which young Jews have responded to the call of evangeli­
cal Christianity. Some of the discussion implies that a hemorrhage 
of defection has begun, and that the relatively few known cases of 
Jews touched by baptismal waters are portents of a coming tidal 
wave of apostasy_. _"Mass baptism in the oc~ans of the California 
coast involve f..sis_/ hundreds of Jewish youngsters while the Jewish 
community is peacefully asleep," declares one observer. The cry 
of ngevalt" is reminiscent of the alarmist responses to the inter­
marriage statistics, which are seen as proof that American Jewry 
will vanish within a generation, or to the presence of Jews among 
supporters of El-Fatah, which serves as evidence that Jewish stu­
dents are dominated by hatred of Israel. 

In an attempt to elicit some of the data related to the 
que.stion of Jewish involvement with the Jesus freaks, the B 'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations conducted a selective survey among 
Hillel directors and counsellors at 80 college and university 
campuses. The intent of the survey was not to produce a study 
in depth but rather to gain some insight into the extent and 
significance of this phenomenon. 

A number of university campuses .have for many years been 
the setting for activities by fundamentalist Christian groups. 
In almost every case they function outside the pale of the uni­
versity campus ministries and, almost always, represent a theolo­
gical, financial, and personal challenge to the established Prot­
estant ministers. The best known of these groups is the Campus 
Crusade for Christ, a well-organized and well-funded program 
which has been especially prominent on Western campuses. Another 
group is the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, which specializes 
in winning over athletes to Christian affirmation. 

The existence of "fulfilled Jews" or of "Hebrew Christians" 
is also not a new thing. The Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian 
Fellowship, the congregational arm of the New York-based American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, traces its beginnings back to 1894, 
when it claims to have been founded by a certain Rabbi Leopold 
Cohn. Radio broadcasts, free New Testaments, and conversionary 
tracts have also been around for many years. 

(over) 
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Nevertheles~·: .~:~n .ups~i11g , in activity on the part of funda­
mentalist evangelical Protestants is reported from campuses in many 
parts of the count;:r.y. · r:rf.ty out of the eighty schools surveyed re­
ported activities :b'y one· or-more conversionary groups. Their presence, 
however, is far from universal,: ·and their geographical spread is quite 
irregular. Most observers agree that the West Coast has the greatest 
number and variety of such groups, with schools on the Eastern sea­
board next in popularity. The absence of missionary workers from 
campuses such as Harvard, ·Brandeis, M.I.T., or the University of 
Chicago may have been anticipated. More . interesting is their virtual 
.inactivity at many southern and southwestern schools, including 
,Georgia, Texas A.& M., Texas.-El Paso, and R.ice. Perhaps the dominance 
of the South~r.n . Baptist "establ.ishment11 limits the opportunities for 
further evangelizing .in this region. 

Out of the fifty respondents who did report some form of 
fundamentalist activity at their campuses only fifteen indicated . 
that Jewish students have actually been won over by campus evangelists. 
In most instances the number of such students was fewer than five, 
although at: schools such as the University of Michigan, U.C.L.A., and 
the University of Pennsylvania the estimated incidence of Jewish con­
version to Christianity was .as . high as 25 .or 30. Most activities of 
these fundamentalist groups :are directed to the campus at large, with 
the impact upon Jewish students ·coming because they are as vulnerable 
or susceptible as the non-Jews . . 

At a number of schools Jewish converts ·have given public 
lectures on topics formulated in such a way as to attract Jewish 
audiences. On Los Angeles campuses the subjects were "Odyssey of 
a Radical Jew11 and "Radical Jewishness -- Alternative to Death.n · 
At the University of Illinois, Chicago Circle, the discussion was 
on 11Israel: Fulfillment of a Promise." At Hofstra University large 

.posters proclaiming "Jesus is Kosher" accompanied the distribution 
of missionary tracts. In all cases the Hillel director and his stu­
dents have undertaken vigorous action to expose these deceptive 
tactics. At some campuses the current interest in this subject has 
generated programmatic responses on the part of the Hillel founda­
tions (see Clearing House, February 1972). 

Analysis of students who have . responded positively to the 
temptations of the Jesus movement reveals several types of back­
ground. For a .number of individuals the attraction seems to be 
the current step in a series of experiments, and follows involve­
ment with drugs, transcendental meditation, Eastern religion, as­
trology, etc. It is the latest manifestation of the student's funda­
mental rejection of family, synagogue, and community. The articula­
tion of the reasons for such rejection touches many points. In some 
instances there is a long history of personal conflict between parent 
and ·child. In other cases, in the words of one respondent to the 
survey, "some Jewish students seem to welcome a change from stilted, 
middle-class Jewish values to a hippy, primitive, fundamentalist 
lifestyle." A number of the converts have been encountered by the 
Hillel director in counselling situarions, out of which has come 
an. indication that psychological factors play a decisive role in 
accounting for the students' behavior. One director described a 
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Y.o.~g n;ian . w.hom):ie~.l)ad c.bunsell~d "~S ) "shy.,":withdrawn·~- ·and. rejecfed> 
by J:t~s·: P~.e.rs · !':~· Another:i ,told·:of•ai_·boy, ·who·!wa·s l·"always :in· -tro'uble· ~ ·~ 
jealpl;J§ Qf1~ ~'~ :: 9:1..d~~.: ~J .. ste·rS', unhappy ·Wi•th 'hi.ms elf, ',: and :-in . COTISt~tlt 
conflict wit.h his parents." · .... . , .. : .. ..... .. : ·· .. : .: ·•!: ., ._,: :~ . .-:; :, •.:. · i.·. 

The relegation of all "'!students for Jesus·" to the· category of 
the emotionally disturbed would be .a gross simplification, · for it · 
would overlook significant factors in the personal histories of those 

· who do not show signs of personality ,disruption . From various parts 
of the country there are reports about individuals who "come from a 
Yeshiva background," or have. had "very positive and str~l).g _Je~i~h::. 
backgrounds' 11 or who "do not see themselves as being in ' conflict.· . ' 
·with their parents or their community." The descriptions of these 
young people .focus ~none central issue: the true meaning of faith. 
One student reported that she had never heard _her rabbi or teachers 
discuss this fundamental question. Another indicated that for him 
Judaism had been presented only in its ethnic and cult\J.ral dimen~ions, 
without any reference to issues of faith or belief. Others cl?imed 
that they had never had a genuine spiritual experience within· the · 
Jewish setting. Still another complained of the lack of "joy" in 
Jewish life -- "so much of Jewish concern and practice revolves around 
tragedy." Some declared that they felt no sense of community and 
fellowship within the Jewish setting. Comments such as these suggest 
that, in the words of one Hillel director, "these people are not f~eaks .. 
They express a legitimate, spiritual need which we have failed to meet 
and which we· must now d!o i .f we are worth our salt as rabbis. 11 

The conclusions to be drawn are not as obvious as ·some of the 
prescriptions which are being offered in various quarters. · On the 
one hand it is clear that the challenge ·of the Jesus freaks is one 
which for the present affects a very tiny percentage of Jewish young 
people. The challenge of redeeming these "lost souls" will not be 
met by massive programs as much as by the establishment of one-to-one 
relationships with competent counselors, cowmitted fellow Jewish 
students, or effective rabbis and teachers. 

Operative here would be the rabbinic principle which declares 
that "whoever . rescues a single · soul is credited by . Scriptu~e as if 
he saved a whole world." 

It may be that the creation of experimental Jewish communities 
.within the campus setting will help retain the loyalties of those to · 
whom fellowship is a key value. Perhaps an "encounter with Chabad" 
or other aspects of Hasidism will convey some of the joys of Judaism. 
Certainly the quest for the meaning of faith. must be encouraged and 
explored . 

Nevertheless, there may be dangers in. trying to create "real" 
religious experiences in a manner which is artificial or manipulative. 
One director questioned whether "any and all techniques which would 
create Jewish religious highs are legitimate for the sake of the 
.greater cause." He stressed that we are not only trying to save a 
"Jewish soul" but also to respond to the particularity and unique­
ness of one individual student. Another director asks whether the 

(over) 
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. ~EW YORKi:: lRN~)· - Key 73 ;does , ~ot " 
seek to "pe:r.s~cute,'. : ~pressu're :' or ' force 
Jews·' to · •believe •of'. do , an'ything ·: against­
their will," s~ys .the( executive d ir~ctor ~i 

. the evangelistk ~a'nip.aign. . · · · 
• , • I • . • ' • 

·or. . Theodore. Raedeke of iSt. :touis, a . 
Missouri s :ynoq 1u·t~,~~an clergyma:n, a-(jded.; . 

. . <Ira "we are·confident.that the•Jew.s do·not , 
. k "· tq ·under;Tiirie~·oui holy faith· br· de- · . 
,~.JJ~,~l us of _ou'r : ,:i,glits-.to,,.'propagate 'our 

'f;~if~)t-,. the .. ptiy:il~g-'e ·whi~h w·e·.enj9y ' in · 
g,~~f.ica. '! '.. · ;!. · . ... ,~ .. · . 

: '; • '9~~~ere ,, is.·· .no·· ~a)ti·S·emit-ism· '··in. ·either ' 
•· .r~~ideology ·or"the"thrust:,ofr ~ey 73 1', Dr. " 

· :-!'1ta~~ke said: . : .: · ·, ' '~ · ' . · ; 
hi Cc:~ Qi· . . . . ; • ." , " ,; '. 
·: .• '.. Hie made the statemerits in a letter to '. 
i 1# .. ~ .~~rf'.!_cine.~,'~~:~~;na,tiq~-al ·ciir~~tpr ~ 
·-.~f.~~rr:-~1!8.~<:'~s : a.fffi!rr_of _th~ A,mer.1~_an 
u~ltw~tJ .C'on:irJ,li~~El~,: . .• • , " 
~~·)k~enbaurn and'.:'~tber· Jewish · leaoers .'. 
. ;q;~ve·'raised questio'ns· about the impact· of 

r .• .. _., .... 
' .. , .. :.~; 

i . 

·, )~:~•[3 , P-f'I. t,~~ t~~.i~~~- : ~om~~Pi!Y.~f..;t~re ~ · : 
ttian ' 140 . Pr.o,testant · denominat1ons("-in~ .. ; . . 

I depen~e~t gfoup~".;. anq' I ~Qrj)'e: ·' Cad:iplic ~-- - - ' 
· · dioceses. ~(e tilkfn·g.~pari in Key; ?;3, which 
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