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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date March 19, 1973 FO-NJ
to Marc Tanenbaum
from

Sydney Kellner

subject Rey '73

In a conversation I had recently with Rev. Paul Stagg,
executive secretary of the New Jersey Council of Churches, we dis-
cussed the implications of Key '73 as it affects Jews and the ques-
tion of proselytizing. Paul assured me that he had taken a strong
position with the Council's Governing Board to make certain that
they understood how Jews felt about this matter.

Paul arranged to have a statement on Key '73 drawn up
which, while it endorsed the general program, specifically went into
great detail regarding positive Jewish-Christian relations and expressed
opposition against using this program as a basis for proselytizing.

After considerable discussion, the statement that he pro-—
posed was adopted unanimously by the Council's board. It was printed
in the March Newsletter and sent to Protestant clergy and leaders in
New Jersey. A copy is attached.

Please also note, on the reverse side of the Newsletter,
a statement disavowing any identification of the N.J. Council of
Churches with the Gerald L. K. Smith broadcast. Stagg told me how hor-
rified he was when he learmed about it.

cc — Will Katz
Isaiah Terman
James Rudin
Seymour Samet
Milton Ellerin
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DIVENSIONS OF EVANGELISM

The redemptive action of God is total. In Christ, he
acts to change persons, groups, and institutions. These
three aspects are interacting and interrelated. He changes
ilio heoarts of persons, calis them to repentance and
iaith, but parsons are always related to groups, such
as families. No one is ever saved in a vacuum, detached
from others. Salvation brings wholeness.. Ha cliangos
groups and makes them serve the larger purposes of his
tova for ail, and net just their own ethnic, racial, or so-
ciai group. He changes institutions and tests them by
whether or not thay sa:ve parsons, rather than bending
persons 1o their own onds.

As Key 773 gets under wey, we pray for a witness that
takes account of the full dimensions of Christ’s saving
act.

/ | P.LS.

/' /STATEMENT ON KEY ‘73 ADOPTED RY
GOVERNING BOARD JANUARY 30, 1973

Having endorsed the involvement of its constituent de-
neminations in the preparatory stagss of Key ‘73, the
New Jersay Council of Churches reaffirms its support
as the programmatic phase is launched: ; .

We take this opportunity to clarify and to indicate the
thrust of the Council's concerns for avangalusm related
to Key ‘73 and other projects.

First, Christians are to witness to their faith that Ged
calls 2l persons to fellowship with Him and with other
human beings. We acknowledge our conviction that God
has acted uniquely and savingly in Jesus Christ.

Second, we' recognize that just as there are a varisty of
ways ‘to serve God to to live the Gospel within our
churchas, there glso are varieties of ways to witnnrss

tey mven Twjils

Third, wa acknowledgs that within our denominational
and congregational fellowships there Is need to reaffirm

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES X\

.

MARCH 7973 .

the Christian massage in clear terms so & to strengiien
the fellowship of balievers and to restore to active par-
ticipation those who have become inactive. We welcomo
Key ‘73's emphasis on efforts to reawaken and to re-
store lapsed members 1o ihe houssheold of faith.

Fourth, tha Council endorses programs and activitias
uncertaken in love which are aimed at presenting the
Chiristian 'message to those who are outside of &
community of faith. We encourage Key ‘73's emphasis
on reaching those who ere searching for the fullnass
of life known only through faith in Jesus Christ, We
acknowledge that such a mission may be engaged in
thrcugh a variety of means, including the explicit pre-
santation of the Christian msssege end the impiicit
witness by our actions among men and women,

Fifth, the Council rejoices in Christianity’s rootage in
and contact with Jewish traditions. We are aware of the
special relationship between Judaism end Christianity,
understanding this relationship to present both religions
with creative opportunities for mutual respect, dialogue,
and cooperation. We are fully cognizent of the history
of Jewish-Christian relationships, and we realize that
Christian action has sometimes been distorted into
allowing occasions for persecution, stander, and intimi-
dation of Jews, Eecause of this, we recognize that
Christians ought to be sansitive to the perspectives of
Jewish men and women. Such a sensitivity entails care-
ful consideration of the means and purpose of our
witness 1o Jews. Our actions in all cases, expecially with
regard to Jewish associates, ought to be free from the
aura of pressure and polemic which chapacterize con- .

temmporary appraisals of proselytization. The Council '

encourages efforts aimed at Informing Jews about

Christianity and Christians sbout Judaism in a context - *

which fosters greater understending. Effective Christian
action in this instance emphasizes both the educational
dimension of evangslism and the witness of Christlan
faith In action rether than sttempts to proselytiza Jews,

ihie Pow Jusey Guuincill of Uhiuhies, Wwisions sug-

ports Key ‘73 as it sesks 10 bring men and women 1o &
fetlowship with the Lord and each other.



SOCIAL CONCERNS REVIEW

The Government Commission has scheduled its Annual
Conicrence for Church Leaders, March 10, at Hamilton
Sguare Baptist Church. Briefing personnel will include
Sanator Wallworl, Assembly members Ann Klein, Albert
iierek, James Flario, and Governor’s Counsel, Dsniel
Matzola, end Ronald Norcross,

Tha Commiszion is working en S 1062, a bill promoting
neyy health and safety regulations. It desires more pre-

cision in spailing cut the rules and inclines to sca the
bill lodgsd with the Department of Hasith, rather than
Labor and indusiry.

A lorger iszua, Care for Mental Hospital Clients, focuses

in Hagadorn's $1134. The bill wou!d create a separate

department of Human Resources removing mental
health, disabled, retarded, and certain other service
fislds from the Deparument ef Institutions end Agencies.
Director of Saciai Concern, Fhilip Kunz, has mst with
Sanatar Hagadorn, the Mew Jevsey Mantal Health Asso-
cistion, and Institutions and Agencies Coammissioner
Rokert Clifford, regerding the bill,

Tha Commission on Community Life has set up a Farm
Woricers Tesk Force. The croup bas visited fisld mizrant
ministries and will further develop its relationship. Six
field ministries are funded for 1873, including twa new
szli-dovelapment minictrizs developed out of Puerto
Rican concern and lzadcrship.

The Commissicn is moving with its Tesk Force on
Fesce Gducation staficd by M. Dea Possinen. As a
first stap, the Task Force encouragad the use of a Len-

ten Study scries “The Things that Make for Peace”, -

nrinted in the Methodist publication, The Intsrpreter.
fembaors reguested their own judicatory heads to pub-
licize the series among their clergy for use during Lent
-or Jollowing Easter. The series helps participants exa-
mina war snd peece in light of scriptural interpretation.
Regrints are govallable in quantity from tha Council
CHiza,

The Vietnam Veterans Tosk Force has arranged for 13
work-study scholarsnips. Pastor Faul Strockbine has
elso invoived the Director of Socizl Concerns in an
cmergency Housing circle including labor, bumnoss.
gnd Protestant and Catholic laaders.

Cverarching the housing end other concerns is the
degrea and ultimate impast of Federal edministrativa
cuts in sccial pregrem montes. 352 miilion can be lost
ta New Jersey with no replecoment sveilable- st state
or local levels, The Salvatlon Army has tastified that
its servicing of the poor due to weaifare cuts has doubled
end that soms of its ceniers may have to shut down lf
the stream continues, B

More information on social cencerns is aveilable through
the triweakly Perspective issued from the Trenton office
of tlo MNew Jersay Council of Churches, 176 West State
Sivest, Trenton, New Jarszy, 03503,

. ACTIONS GF THE GOVERNING BOARD. -

 Study - $7,200; Rsdio and TV -

(TP S

(neld Jenuery 30, 1873, at First Uniied Methouist
Chwuich, rightstown) ) L
it f

Peace Education - voted to establish a Tesk Force on,
Pesce cducation, with Mrs. Deo Rossman to serve as
adjunct staff through the cooperation of the American
Friends Service Committea. The Task Force will work
tiwrough judicatories and churcnos.

Nominating Committee - named Dr. Harry Goegrich
as Chairman of commities to name o¥iicers at the annusa)
Governing Board mesting, May 9, 1973.

Key ‘73 - heard prograss report from Council's Task
Force Cheirman, Pastor Arthur Ebischbach. He noted
largs numbers of copies of Good News, Luke-Acts,
and Gozpsl of John had baen distributed.

Tressurer’'s Report - heard final report for year 1972,
ending in the bleck by $1,701.321 Reccipts totallad
$123,262.67; disbursemenis were $122,558.28. Judica-
tories coniributed $81,110; congrezations, $10,851;

individusls, $1,610; Church women’s groups, $5,633;

vith receipts from cecurities; interest, and other sources

making up ths balance.

1073 Budget - Adopted a revised budgst for 1973
amounting to $1285,865. Some of tna ministrics in-.
cluded ere: migrent fic'd ministries - $10,000, including

two nsw minisiriss; Vietnam Era Vosaran Ceilega Work-.

$13,£89; Rezearch end
Church Cavelopment - $24,330; Governmcn" Coinmis
slon - $11,116; Institutional Ministries - $5C0; other
task forces under Community Life (e.g., Pena! Reform)
$600.

Fair Trial Fund - voted to establish a Fair Trial Fund to

. be used to enable persons in need to receive a fair

trial. Use of the fund will not imply guilt or innocence
of persons, but is csteblished oniv to fzcthtata demo-

-.crntic process of fair tricl.

Jack Andnrson column - recs:ivad a statement 1ra‘n Wir.”
James Roberts, Director of Radio end Television,
informing the Bozrd that the story appsaring in Jack

.Anderson's syndicated newspaper column on January
.29, 1973, is not eccurate. Vir. Anderson osserted that

Gerald L.K. Smith “got on the Armed Forces/radio/

. network through ths New Jarsey Council of Churchss,

which peckeges a regular raligious show called “Susges-

‘ted Solutions*’, The Commission on Radio and Tele-
;vision does not produce this program. It participated

only in the first four progrems of the series, thres years

“ago. Any subsequant idantification of the N.J.C.C. with

the progrom was erroneous end unauthorized. The

- . Commizsion has talken staps to assure discontinuation

of the usa of its nama. Mr. Robarts indicated that it

should now be clear that the New Jersey Council of

Churchas I8 not conneczed In sny way with the Mutual

. Broadcasting Sysiem program cailed - “Suggested Solu--

tions'.




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FO-PA-D-M
date yrch 1L, 1973

1O “Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and Yehuda Rosenman
from Roger ieltzer

subject Christian Missionaries
Enclosed please find Xerox copies of the third installment of
the Jewish Exponent series on Key 'T3 and Christian missionaries
and a sidebar on AJC's efforts to turn Key '73 into a positive
development in Christian-Jewish relations.
RM: g
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in a recent ;‘.mnthi)’ “prayer letien,”

iy readers 1o

Rubbi Gerald 1. Wolpe is oui-
spoRen o this issue and serves as
chuirmen of  the  Philadelphia
Board of Rubbis® cominittee on
Cheistinn mussionary activities.

“The issionary  approach,”
Rahbi Walpe wioie recently, “has
chused grief o the Jew and te-
veads anarrogance that has done
Cliristiunity no good at afl . . . T
would assunye that many people
.hmuq-uuut the world share the
Jewisihv skepticism to Christian

pians for world saivation: a skep-

ticista that has many sad hisiori-
cal evenis as a referral point.
“"History has taught the Jow
that the ciaims made by the mis-
siviary have noi only theolosical
implicadions. We have been
hurned beeause of a peculiar log-
wer L tell you what s right. Whai
is oy prool that [ am right and
ot are wrong? The proct is thai
vou are sulfering. How do [ know
{oal you are m.ft:rm;;? Because T
it e one who s torturing you,
therelore you must be suffering.
Awd i oorder o make sure that
voi are suffering, [ shall torture
you even further.” 1 do not care if
this position is tiken by Christians
or formwer Jews; it is imimoral and
is desiructive.”
The coacept of Cliristian insen-
sitivity also has been mentioned
ov the American Jewish Commit-
ive. wiich S proups paddici-

il

73" a cuitent
cvaagelical campaign,

“avoid the implication that
Christianity and America are syn-
anvmous.” .
Simil:'.f!y. ihe National Jewish
oy Rc.al.{ms Advisory
Council warred that “the evangel-
icol renaissance poses a thieat to
nuralisty in America. The po-
si crosion of the liberal
wiman understanding thar Jews
are tidi partners in the American
wlic may be one of the most
saificant resuits of the Tesur-
aonee of evangelism.”

i8N Spofkesn
ar of Chri:

“oray for the leaders of anti- umkmn...; uci
centered around Rabbi Wolpe, of Har

e

i

o, -,.., o TRE L
ISTIZN LrTore

y REMSEN

i conler City mission .:.-r

Liom i \.ulp-\—.

_ Wabbi Manrice N. Eiseodrath,
oresident of the Unicon of Ameri-
caiv Flebrew Congregativias {Re-
foria), remibided the major Chiris-
tian deneminations that failuee to
confine its '11iqsionary eitorts {o
Christians  “couid damage the
carefully cultivaled roots of
Chrstian-Jewish reiations in our
society and destroy the fabric of
piuraiism and religious freedom.”

Harold M. Jacobs, president of
thc Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America (Or-
thodox), said, “it is ciear that ef-
forts by members of onc faith
community dirccied against the
beliefs of even the weakesi maom-

bers of other faith conimunitics
can only result in religious con-
tention aad animosity . . . I cali
on the leaders of ‘Key '73° Io
work actively to hait zil mission-
izing  efforts  direcied  againsi
Jewy,” i

The leaders of “Key '73" have
given assurances 1o Jews that they
repudiate anti-Scruitism and any
cvangelical  resort o eogccion.
Rabbi Marc Taaenbuum, director
of e AJC’OmmltLLLs inter-reli-
pious affairs deparinmient. recent-
ly received a leiter from Dv. The-
odore Raedeke, executive director
of "Key '73," in which ihz lauer

i stated, “We do not wish to per-

'sCCnie, pressure oF force Jows to

! believe

.ll,.ai.l.. thair

anyiaing
will.”

He added, however, “"We ars
confident that the Jews do not
wish to undermine our holy faith
or deprive us of our rights to
propagate our Taith—the privi-
lege we enjoy in Ameiica.”

\".J.ch 9,

I menis in
* Mrs. Eleanor

The Catholic Bishop's Comnui-
tee for Ecuraenical and Interreli-
gious Affairs, in responsc 1o <x-
pressions  of  “serious concern”
fromy Jewish spokesmen, issued &
memorandum  to its  ordinasiel,
“it s the understanding of
the \.1.nol.c. diccuses n the |-..,~
aram that the overail objec
the "Hey 73 program is o
toward o presentation of the Gooe

u-”-u

:“..'E o the unehtcehed anc
C\"Iﬂr.}li.h..d and the reacwal o
Church, iy be accomipiishe
ed wnhoa..i singling our Jows o

roup. Curho-
sharaiistic

any other specific g
flies  recognize
character of America and do nos

iy
(T

seek reaffirmaidon of the aid !
concept of a “Christian Amcii- |
C:I'“ " g

These  reass nru.cn are Wwai-

CSS-WOT "n.d Cle-
wish communiny.
Kalish, - regions
director of U nitcd Synagor
Youth in Phiiadcipha, sad
“doesn’t want inc kids "1
ihey're being sersectied.
care whal 28¢ a porw
said. ° i

comed by the

the Je

a stable honee, he will have e
problem in this respeci.”
Joct Paul, Hilel directar
University of Peansylvania,
he is “personally not wosiicd by
ey 73, People are wiking W
much abont  conversions  and
not enough about Hadi
and intermarriage,”
Rabbi Charles Sheer, Jn,--.-.-'axh
chaplain at Columbia Unive ..\n},
believes Jews have “over-reacied’
1w evanpelical crusades. There are

far OIS SCTIRIE COACCINS Wa

iy
G

siid

al

i Jewish Toid, he dock avesd
Yesniva University's  mid-yows
conference.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner, direc-
tor of the commission on inier-
faith aciivitics of the Union of
American THebrew Congregations,

told the Phiizdelphin Board of
Rabbis at a recent meeting, “Hys-
teria won't nelp us. We have siir-

vived past chalienges, uwad we witi
survive this one.” He said eosti-
mates of thousands of converis is
“overblown. We losc miove LJews
through radical politics, intermar-
riage, Buddha and Harc ;(.;»n-
na,” he asscried.

Y we s
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Rubbi Fenry Sicgman, execu- . ) “ "
sive vice president of dhie Syna- © Whea i advises us not 1o become
mopue Couacil of America, alirmed by the *Key '73" move-
wivwged s Jewish peaciion Lo ment,” he said. "By ils statement,
CRey 73T s taccusatory and hos- ¢ SCA would scem to be lulling
@ and “horders on ihe hys- . American Jews into the same state E
icrical.™ In a recent arlicle in . Of complacency that resulted in
Congress Bi-Weekly, published by Ehc destruction of six million Jews
the American Jewish Congress, = in Europe a quarter ceatury ago.”
Rabbi Siegman wrote, “The threat Rabbi Abraham Shemtov, di-

| by many Jews. These missionaries

; irmitual 8 . rector of the Philadelphia Luba- ° : '
to Jewish survival in Jmodern so- vitcher Center. said f}’_ e | Tepresent a potential eimbarrass- 4
ciciy comes not from ‘Key '73' or Center, said ‘he is hot ment for Christicpe N !
2 icai urprised - b k i . ment for Christians, he admited
reiated  evangelicai  cfforts. It Surprise y the resuigence saying he hooes (h e .
: b - % . of missi tivity. “This ; saymg be hopes they are i )
coices instead from religious in- missionary activity. s s some of th i 8 g
Siiference, from the allurements 2 Symptom  of  the general Pole Of the bagiage of history ¢
chiierence, from the allurements pulicd into an age of ccumenisin, e

—vacuum in Judaism,” he said.
“Missionaries appear as something
in the presence of nothi ng, or, bet-
ter, as something in the absence

oi a secular and unreligious so-
CIeiy,

“An iniensely Christian envi-
raaient.,” e wrote, “can in fact

"‘chs have their own special
mission, and they must be faith-
ful to it,” he said. “We can't ex-
pect them to forsake their Coven-

nwake for o more traditional Jew-
s conunatiiy.”

Tiis view was rejected in ac-
compnying  articles written by
Wabhi Solemon S. Bernards, di-
reciar of the department of inter-
reignons cooperation of the Anti-
Defamation League of Blaai
&'5itiy, and Rabbi Tanenbaum, of
ine AdJComanitice.

Aaibi - Gersards  urged  that
Civistiva cvangelism  be  faken
seriously, and dosisted that wide-
wend dewisa concern—far from
twine Meonttived” —requires
“suidance, dasieht  and leader-
st He said the danger of the
s toveiseat s that il uses
o pesuasion of deception and
dand, of o0 sew terminology of
stioetin, boneyed words, of a re-
i wil oF e regitirements of
fermal conversion, of the assup-
s Ll one can be boib a Chrig-
ind o dew at the same time.”
Wi Tanenbaum termed Rab-
Aua’s position “potentiaily

and dmmaging”™ to the
convuniiy,  He argued
e ihe prosclytiz-
ti Jews” is not a
5 insccurity and in-

5," as Rabbi Sieg-

&t

“loochali
View o

Rabbi Tuncabaum
“Hhase who provide

es for
y  their
jows are ihe
<t feosa an fnilure of
S Aewiash [.-:.-'a‘mn'il:.’

Gy e Cronn

! i g s capme " ment doe o Vs retieat froma i prophiets. These arguments are re-
J R PR i statenengy R s amokeriiee wnd dog- I futed, point by point, by Dr.
el . % vl By 8 adates by ardean, ds almed Getal relnoee -
gkt PO U e pree aile yal v i beovder,” .
G ade B bl % Cedfee ea Py Babees Cosnecio, esevilive
¢ ‘ '  FEVENST IR e ALk, darteetor ol e Sicirepolilun < 7
T Tbese sl iy e dabyg. G Coundil of Maladelphia, ) é. —1JJ£J-:“"J'L¢‘."='5-_5
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aaivoniation requires |

of anything positive. The real
Causes are ignorance and apaihy.
Much of Judaism lacks real sub-
stance. We must return to Yid-
dishkeit, We must show our youih

. what exists in our own back

yard.”

The Reconstructionist, maga-
zine of the Reconstructionist
movement, stated in a recent edi-
torial that “the Jews for Jesus
movement may or may nei be a
passing fad; but it “is incumbent
upon responsible (Jewish) leaders
o counteract it ay though it really
were a threat.” T editors elaim-
ed that more young Jews have

~embraced  this movement  than

most people suppose,

Similarly, Rabbi James A, Ru-
din; assistant direetor of ihe inter-
religious affairs depariment of the
AJCommiltee, recentily 1old a con-
vention of USY delegates that
"Key '73" poscs “a threat and a
challenge to the American Jewish
community, cspecially its young
men and women, If evangelical
Christianity werc (o become de
facto American religion, Jews and
Judaism would be seen as less
than equal within the American
community. A Chrisiian mission-
ary movement based upon the
ncgation and denigraiion of Juda-
ism as a living faith, as a com-
plete religion, can desiroy the very
existence of the Jewish pecople.”

How do Christian leaders feel
about these sitaicments? Some are
sympathetic. An ariicle in the
“Christian Century™ warns of the
possibility of anti-Semitic conse-
queaces of the evangelical move-

caipathizes with the offease taken
(Continiied on Pupe 93)

as a base for my faith.”

Dr. Franklin H. Liuell, dircctor

-of graduate religious studics at

Temple University, writes in his

“Christians Concerned for Iscael
Noicbook™: “Of the rest of us, as
we continue to {ced into ihe

minds of children the cuitura! an<

ti-Semitism which led 10 Auscis
wilz and Dachau, one cun only
narvel thai we fiave the ailroea-

ery to plin—as in (he widlely

publicized *Key 73 -up eVl
dismeaimed i the ConveIsion of
ithe Jews! Which people, in he

mame of God, niost neads o b

‘turned around'?™

The Rev. Richard 1. FFirsier,
srecently  appointed  dirccior  of
Judeo-Christian relations for the

Baptist Church in Pennsyivinis

and Declaware, has more Syinpa-

thy for Christian evangelism.

“"We have a mission—to present
. Jesus' gospel,” he said. “Il Jews

will undersiand  that Christians
merely want to share, not force,
what they've scen with oikers,
then Jews would understand that
i they necd not feel upiizht.

"I sometimes feel that cerlain
people are trying to build up a
militant  opposition to mission-
aries. But they must be carclul,
because, “If it .is with God, thea
we are fighting God."

One practice of Chiristian s
sionarics to the Jews that has beey
i widely iambasied has been thuat of
| exploiting scripiuie from the iHe-
| brew Bible for “proof™ that Jesus
met the ciedentials of the Moes-
 siahi as Jaid down by the ancicat

ant. And besides, 7 need Judaism

¢’




lenge.)

Trude Weiss-Rosmarin in “Juda-
ism and Christianity: The Differ-
ence.” She wrote, “What matters

.lo the Cardiral is not the truc

meaning of the Hebrew text but
the interpretation, no matier how
fantastic, which is most conducive
to the religious Christian purpose.

“They had io prove Jesus' va-
lidity, his superiority, so they
forced the Hebrew Bible into this
schemie of salvation,” and turned
the prophets into “mechanical
foretellers.”

Rahbi Simicha Freedman, re-
ligious icader of - Congrezation
Adath Zion, president of the Rab-
binical Council of America, Phil-
adelphia Chapicr, and chairman
of the Beth Din committce, said

_there aic “many areas of misin-

terpretations involved here. A
‘icap of f2ith’. is nceded to be
really conviaced by the Christian
claims. This is not a question of
proof of Jesus' validity, anc of a
consequent incompietcrniess of
Judaism. If it were, the most valid
proof I would offer is-that we're

- still here.”

Again, Rabbi Waipe: “If these
missionaries want to play with
verses, let me end wiith the one
quoted to Pope Paui by President
Eshkol on the formei's visit to
Palestine a few yecars ago. It is
from the prophet Micah.

“He will teach us His ways
“And we will walk in his paths . . .

“For let all the peoples walk each

one in the name of its god
“But we will walk in the name of
the Lord our God for ever and
ever. .
“We have followed this path
for 2000 ycars in the midst of the

worst Kind of human behavior,
- We have no apology for our his-

tory, We do not need infermedi-
aries, vicarious atviiemient, nebu-
lous Messianic claims; we mierely
claim our right to waik in the
namec of the Lord our God for
cver and ever.™

(Next: Concrete proposals to
deal with the missionary chal-

! ]
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JEWISH EXPONENT

March 9. 1973 2.

NUW YORK — A prominent
rabbi welcomed as “a con-
structive contvihution to inter-re-
izions understanding” a statement

has

¢ by Dr. Bidly Graham in which ne

i expressed his opposition “to all

coercion, intimidation
proseivlizing™ and declared
that “Guod has always had a spe-
ciai relationship with the Jewish

forms  of
and

¢ neopie™ with whom the Covenant
s eleinid,

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum, na-

Cawaat Goecior of inter-religious

Amwenican Jewish
commcaied o Pr,
wluch  was

anrs of dhe
Comminiiiee,

Cedainane’s sticient,

i prosclytizing activity.

=12 ® i ! e
Billy Graham Cpio

(Continued from Page 1)
issued in the context of “growing
misunderstanding in  Christian-
Jewish relationships of Key '73.”
Rabbi Tancnbaum expressed con-
fidence that the Graham statement
will encourage other Christian
leaders “to make clear that Key
73 is aimed at reaching uncom-
mitted Christians and has no in-
tention of proselytizing the Jew-
ish community.”

Key '73 is a nationwide ccumen-
ical evangelism campaign designed
“to call the Continent to Christ”
and “to share with cvery person

in the North American continent

the gospel of Jesus Christ.” Since -
the campaign got underway last
December, a number of Jewish
leaders have expressed concern
over charges that cvangelical
groups have sought to prosclytize
Jews, particularly young pcople.

Rabbi Tancnbaum cailed atiea-
tion.to Dr. Graham's expression
of his own cvangelist philosophy
-1 never delt ealled o
single out the Jews as Jews, nor
Lo single out any other purticular
proups, cultural, ethnic or reli-
giousT—and (o his commitmient (o
American pluralism, “in which ail
religious groups are pariners in
socicty.™

Rabbi -Tanenbaum made public
u 36-page survey of the impact
that Key '73 alrcady has made on
relations between Jews and Chris-
tians, adding that Dr. Graham's
statement is the most recent of a
number of similar clarifying dec-
larations by Roman Catholic,
Protestant and ¢vanzelical spokes-
mon agreeing that the Jewish
community is “off limiis” 10

have

 “These expressions  recognize
that Jews will not accept passively
a rclationship with Christians tizng
reduces Jewry to an object of coii-
version, and that docs not respect. -
Judaism as a living faith and |
source of permanent Uuih and !
value to the Jewish people,” Rabbi
Tanenbaum suid. 5
In a related developmeni, the
American Jewish Congress has re-
jected as a  “contradiction ia !

w  EF

ses Proselytizing |

“Key '73 is a proselytizing cf-
fort. That is its whole point’

Hence, ‘support’ of Key '73-is7| ™~

bound to be viewed as support of
prosclytization,” the AJCongress
wrote to Capt. James J. Killeen,
deputy chief of Navy chaplains,
adding. “The constitutionality of
the chaplaincy service cannot be
defended if its functions include !
prosclytization. Its sole ucceptable
function is supplying the spiritual
needs of those American citizens
serving in the Armed Forces."
The exchange of letters beiween
AlCongress and members of the
Navy Personnel Burcau camc in !
the wake of a memorandum sent |
on Department of Navy letterhead !
to "Navy Chaplains and Deaom- !
mational Endorsing Agents,” say-
ing “The participaiing churches
will be active in promoting Key
73 within their own fellowships |
and we will be as supporiive as |
possible within the Naval Service.™ |

terms™ a stalemient by the Navy |

that its support of Key 73 in “no |
way implies proselyiizing efforts.”

5
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[end]
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NEW YORK, March 2...A prominent rabbi today welcomed as "a constructive contribution to
interreligious understanding” yesterday's statement by Dr. Billy Graham in which he ex-
pressed his opposition "to all forms of coercion, intimidation and proselytizing" and
declared that "God has always had a special relationship with the Jewish people" with whom
the Covenant is eternal.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national director of interreligious affairs of the American
Jewish Committee, cammented at a news conference on Dr. Graham's statement, issued in the
context of "growing misunderstanding in Christian-Jewish relationships over Key 73."

Rabbi Tanenbaum expressed confidence that the Graham statement would encourage other
Christian leaders "to make clear that Key 73 is aimed at reaching uncommitted Christians
and has no intention of proselytizing the'—Jaurish ccxmum.ty Ly

Key 73 is a natiorwide ecumenical Evangelism campaign designed "t:ocall tbeContment
to Christ" and "to share with every person in the North American continent the gospel of
Jesus Christ." Since the campaign got under way last December, a number of Jewish leaders
have expressed concern over charges that evangelical groups have sought to proselytize
ews, particularly young people on high school and college campuses, in many part of the
country.

Rabbi Tanenbaum called attention to Dr. Graham's expression of his own evangelist
philosophy — "I have never felt called to single out the Jews as Jews, nor to single
out any other particular groups, cultural, ethnic, or religious" — and to his cammitment
to American pluralism, "in which all religious groups are partners in society."
| Calling the Graham statement one of "timely significance," Rabbi Tanenbaum called it
"an important and constructive contribution to helping overcaome the misunderstanding and
stress that have developed between many Christians and Jews in the absence of any policy

statement by Key 73 leadership regarding proselytizing efforts aimed at the Jewish

community, "

o =-more-
Philip E. Hoffman, President; Max M. Fisher, Chairman, Executive Council; David Sher, Chairman, Board of Governars; Elmer L. Winter, Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Key 73 already had made on relations between Jews and Christians, adding that Dr, Graham's *
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At the news conference Rabbi Tanenbaum made public a 36-page su'.‘r.-ver_\r-‘af the j:rpact‘:i;_haﬁ:;’."r .35
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statement was the most recent of a number of similar clarifying declarations by Roman -
Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical spokesmen agreeing that the Jewish community was

"off limits" to proselytizing activity.
"These expressions recognize that Jews will not accept passively a relationship with

.Christians that reduces Jewry to an cbject of conversion, and that does not respect Judaism

as a living faith and source of permanent truth and value to the Jewish people," Rahbi
Tanenbaum said. _
As an example, he pointed to a statement issued February 3, 1973, by the San Diego
District of the United Methodist Church:
"Same over-zealous campus organizations and Christian groups consider Key 73 a mandate
to convert Jews and those of other religions to their particular brand of Christianity.
This interpretation is unfortunate and deplorable. The primary purposes of Key 73 are those
of calling Christians to a deeper understanding of and cammitment to their faith, and to
reach those of our Continent who are not actively related to any of the religious organiza-
tions in our society. Any assumption that those of other religious traditions are without
a meaningful faith is arrogant and presumptuous. 'I!:ereareplmtyofprospeéts for con-
version on this Continent, and hence no need for proselytizing those who are already com-
mitted to another faith."

Paradoxically, Rabbi Tanenbaum said, this national dialogue over Key 73 may well result
in the emergence of a majority consensus of Christian leaders who are declaring for the
first time in the history of Jewish-Christian relations in the United States a policy of
opposition to proselytizing the Jewish cammnity — and that may become one of the lasting
consequences of Key 73.

The American Jewish Committee survey, based in part on reports from AJC representatives
in comunities across the country, detailed such episodes of psychological harassment,
deception and intimidation as these:

* At Montclair, N.J., Jewish high school students were approached to come to bible-reading
classes, only to find that they were meetings aimed at converting them to Christianity.

* What was billed as a "Chanukah" celebration at the Miami Beach ‘(Fla.) Auditorium
marking Israel's 25th birthday turned out to be an effort by the American Board of Missions
to the Jews, linked to Key 73, to invite the audience to make a decision for Christ.

* In Boston, a Hebrew-Christian family sought membership in the Jewish Cammunity Center

with the avowed purpose of evangelizing Jewish families.
-more~
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* Campus evangelists at the University of Michigan have came into the dormi toxy roc.é'; :

of Jewish students, interrupting their sleep-f:dh the pretext of conducting experiménts.or:. i

taking religious surveys while actually seeking their conversion.
Following are Dr. Graham's statement on Key 73 and the Jews, and the response by
Rabbi Tanenbaum:
(Dr. Graham)
The reports about a growing misunderstanding in Christian-Jewish relationships over

Key 73 have became a source of concern to me. In order to help ease same of these

tensions, I want to c:.'.xplain my own position. While I have not been directly involved in
the dezelopmg organization of Key 73, I have fram the beginning publicly supported its
concept.

f"irst, as an evangelist, I am interested in establishing contact with all men con-
cerning personal faith in Jesus Christ. Implicit in any belief, is the right of sharing
it with others. The message that God is love, prompts any recipient of that love to
declare it to others.

$econdly, just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing that is coercive, or that seeks to
commit men against their will, so do I. Gimmicks, coercion and intimidation have had no
place in my evangelistic efforts, certainly not in historic biblical evangelism. The
American genius is that without denying anyone an expression of their convictions, all
g.;e; nevertheless partners in our society. The Gospel's method is persuasive inwvitation,
coercion.

_ Where any group has used an overbearing witness to seek conversions, the Bible calls
it "zeal without knowledge." I understand that it is the purpose of Key 73 to call all™
men to Christ without singling out any specific religious or ethnic group. -

Thirdly, along with most evangelical Christians, I believe God has always had a special
relationship with the Jewish people, as St. Paul suggests in the Book of Romans. In my
evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called to single out the Jews as Jews, nor to
single out any other particular groups, cultural, ethnic, or religious.

Lagt.}yf it would be my hope that Key 73, and any other spiritual outreach program
could initiate natiorwide conversation, which would raise the spiritual level of our
people, and promote mutual understanding.

(Rabbi Tanenbaum)

We regard the statement by Dr. Billy Graham clarifying his views on Key 73 and the
Jewish people as one of timely significance. It is an important and constructive con-
tribution to helping overcaome the misunderstanding and stress that have developed between
many Christians and Jews in the absence of any policy statement by Key 73 leadership
regarding proselytizing efforts aimed at the Jewish commnity. The views of Dr. Graham
assume particular importance in light of the findings of our latest American Jewish
Committee survey which documents that a growing muber of incidents are taking place
in public high school and colleges in which Jewish young people are being subjected to
psychological harassment, intimidation and social ostracism by fervid evangelists and
missions-to~the=Jews groups who are using Key 73 as a sanction for their disruptive
activities.

In our judgment, the statement by Dr. Graham and amplifications of his views in
recent personal conversations with him break new ground on several critical levels of
relationships between evangelical Christians and Jews, a development that is especially
significant in light of Dr. Graham's position as the leading evangelist in our nation
and, indeed, in the world today. To our knowledge this is the first time that Dr. Graham
has publicly affirmed his belief that "God has always had a special relationship with
the Jewish people" based on St. Paul's teachings that God's pramises and covenant with
the Jews are eternal and not subject to recall. This is also the first time that
Dr. Graham has made clear that he does not direct his evangelistic efforts towards the
Jews in a way that “sj.nglisteutctlhe Jews" as a group.

A insmsn Gty
Wie eox b dmediee bowil, pediedin due edgfier;
RN \'-r-hl-'. P L L C.--\--~:.‘..¢_,:t>\ cnd free TL"‘WS "E T i‘mrq,il ~more—

Coimid V-« S«i.»-.""..' {,{; {_‘1)‘ Etetn T\..,“ &.x:—--.-.mr_.sl



— A

RELIGIOUS NECWS SERVICE
cOMESTIC SERVICE -15- TIMRSDAY, MARCII 29, 1973

'KEY 73' A TOPICAL 'TRILOGUE!?
FOR BAPIISTS, CATHOLICS, JEWS

By RelicZous licws Service (3-29-73)

NASHVILLE {(QUiS) -~ A "Key 74" program, during which Jews would seek out
Christians fcr e"an"e14sn, was jokingly suggested at a "trilocuve" discussion
here by the executive director of the llational Conference of Catholic Gishops'!
Secretariat for Catiwclic-Jewisn Relations.

Father Cdwaid il. Flannery made the toigue-in-cheek proposal during a
discussion on "Zcumenism, Zvangelism, ané Pluralism™ held at the Vanderbilt
University Divinity School, ProtestanZ, Zetholie, and Jewish scholars took
part. :

In a more serious vein, he pointed out that Xey 73, the continent-wide
evangelistic eflfort now in progress, ':as aroused fears in the Jewish community
among those who see it as an attempt to convert Jews to Christianity, and to
Christianizzs Pmerica and establish a civil religion."

Father Flannery said that only 40 of the 150 Roman Catholic dioceses in
the U.S. are taking part in Key 73, and noted that each participating group
is able to determine its own form of participation.

Although some groups may feel that Jews should be avoided, he commented,
Christians have a universal mandate to preach the Gospel to =zvery creature.
"We cannot say we will preach the Gospel to the whole world except the Jews,
for this would single out the Jews,” he said.

Rabbi llarc H. Tanenbaum, national interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Comnittee, charged that a few groups within Xey 73 have been
using pressure techniques of deception and social ostracism to try to convert
Jews. He declared that such tactics should be "totally 1mperm*534ble and are
morally reprehensible." -

Among the groups allegedly using such methods, Rabbi Tanenbaum listed
Jews for Jesus, Campus Crusade for Chri st, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship,
and Young Life.

Dr. M. Thomas Starkes of the Coutlher Zaptist Home Mission Board suggested
that a desirable type of evangelisin is one that is non-judgmental, open sharing,
affirming the faith of others, and cdealing with social justice as well as
individual faith.

The Rev. Ron Kerr of the United iiethodist Board of Evangelism declared
that Key 73 has the potential to unite Christians of all denominations in a
new type of evangelism and ecumenism. This new type of ecumenism, he explained,
is concerned not with organic and structural union but with sharing God's love
with needy people.

He cautioned, however, that "the greatest danger of Key 73 would be that
it would present a kind of folk religion to America that says, 'To be Christian,
one must be an American, or to be an American, one must be Christian.' If
xgy 73 perpetuated that kind of nyth, it would be destructive.”

» The three-day trilogue was sponscored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of

_Nashv1lle the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Southern Baptist
“Home M_5510n Bcard's Department of Interfaith Witness, the Jewish Federation
"-of Nashvllle, and the American Jewish Committee. -



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date March 23, 1973

tO0  Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
from pita Hoffman

WENPUERJOD I

subject

I don't know if you will have time, maybe Jim or Jerry can help, but
if ever there was a lamb that's going to be thrown to the wolves,
it's going to be me next Thursday night.

Rabbi Lamm who heads the most powerful orthodox synagogue (he took
Polgin's place and was present at your Key '73 meeting) has asked
that we speak to his congregation re Key '73. Since Neil couldn't
do it, I have been elected. Since Neil left town, one of Rabbi
Dolgin's day school students has been converted by one of the re-
ligious sects. On top of that, a religious proselytizer on two
occasions gained admission to the Beverly Hills high school grounds
during school time and made a most favorable impression on what was
largely a Jewish student body. Add to this that Billie Graham is
showing a film in Westwood that I haven't seen -- and Rabbi B&&En is
just about hysterical. LAamD

Now this is what I plan to do:

1. To explain what your role was in Key '73 from the beginning and
why you sounded the alarm many months before anybody else in the
Jewish community gave us any credence at all.

2, That you are working nationally to interpret on the highest
levels Jewish concerns.

3. That as a result of your visit 3 important statements were re-
leased by major religious bodies, Catholic, Protestant and Lutheran.

4. That a schism developed here in Los Angeles among the Key '73
members because of our sensitizing. It is essentially a liberal Evan-
gelical split.

5. That Rabbi Berner who was present at your meeting and who was al-
ready involved in this problem has :d a major statement (xerox
copy enclosed - this is the only thing you haven't seen.)

\f\.‘|
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6. AJC is fully prepared to talk to educational authorities

because if there has.been this kind of dlfflculty in the Beverly
Hills school system, it's sure to spread.

.

7. We can't control in any way the movements that preceded the
Key °'73 program such as Jews For Jeysus and certain Pentacostal
groups as well as the right wing of the Key '73 movement.

8. That we can continue to sensitize other religious leaders, etc.

My problem, Marc, is that I don't think that this is going to be

enough, Some members of Rabbi Lamm's congregation are JDL people.
Rabbi Lamm has asked Charlie Posner, head of the CRC, to be in
the audience and I'm sure that Charlie will not be upset if I

do something less than outstanding. It is absolutely essential
that you brief me if possible in any way that I can strengthen

my presentation so as to cool) this group down.

it
5?/‘1‘ ke 7 #
P.S. Since this was written, I spoke to David Berner ‘and he is
going to join me on the platform.

cc: Will Katz



}Hf“*’ RELIGION COMMENTARY
X 'RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM#* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

i ﬁ_- "BILLY GRAHAM AND JUDAISM"

"I believe God has always had a special relationship with the
Jewish people...In my evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called to
single out the Jews as Jews...Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing

T that is coercive, or that seeks to commit men against their will, so do
! i I.II

Those words were written and just issued to the press by Dr. Billy
Graham. When you consider the fact that Dr. Graham is the leading
evangelist in the nation, and probably in the world today, they assume
unprecedented importance. Dr. Graham returned recently from a trip
throughout sections of the United States and became concerned about re-
ports over growing acts of psychological harassment, deception, and in-
timidation carried out by fervid young evangelists against Jewish young
people on public high school and college campuses. In addition, there
were episodes of disruption of Jewish religious services by Campus
Crusade for Christ types, as in the recent case of Portland, Oregon, and
Dr. Graham became troubled about the deteriorating effect of such inci-
dents on Christian-Jewish relations.

At the request of BillyGraham, I visited with him recently at his
lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we spent three
hours together reviewing virtually every aspect of relationships between
Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally, Dr. Graham decided on his

"initiative to issue his statement clarifying for the first time publicly
his opposition to proselytizing the Jewish community, his commitment to
American pluralism in which all religious and racial groups are full
partners, and his conviction that Judaism, as he told me, possesses a
covenant from God which is "eternal, forever," and not subject to abroga-
tion. Dr. Graham makes a distinction between conversion and prosely-
tization which T find sensible. Conversion involves an act of private
conscience; proselytization calls for a concerted strategy to undermine
the religious commitments of another group. In an open democratic society
conversion is inevitable, and is a two-way traffic between Christians
who become Jews, and individual Jews who become Christians. But prosely-

tization against an entire group is absolutely off-limits and impermis-
sible, Billy Graham declares.

- Dr. Graham has also taken firm positions in the past condemning anti-

-_ Semitism; he has been a strong supporter of Israel on the basis of deep

"+ Biblical conviction; and he has been extremely helpful to the cause of

. Soviet Jews. Based on his most recent statement on the permanent value

- of Judaism, and other positive convictions that he shared with me during
our meeting in Montreat, I am persuaded that Dr. Graham is destined to
make a fundamental and lasting contribution to the improvement of Jewish-
Christian understanding that may well become a historic turning point in
relations between evangelical Christians and Jews.

‘%*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs Director of
-~ the Amerlcan Jew1sh Committee, presents a weekly rellglon commentary.

SREE ;)73 700-20
- 7 March 1973
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Mlssmnary Work Of 1823
~ Still Worries Jews Today

By BEN L. KAUFMAN
Religipn Reporter _

The first known Ameri-

can Jewish periodical ap- .

peared ‘150 years ago to
counter the kind of mis-
sionary activity that still
worries Jews today.

The purpose and short
life of “The Jew,”
lished in March, 1823, in
New York City to counter
evangelists, was described
recently by Dr. Jacob R.
Marcus,  director of - the
American Jewish Archives
_ on the Hebrew Union Col-
lege campus in Cincinnati.

An English-language pa-
The Jew was pub--
lished by. Solomon Henry"

per,

Jackson, “a passionate, fer-
vent Jew, to counter the
missionary propaganda
then very active in the
country,” Dr. Marcus said.
“The Christian missionar-

jes were determined to .
the _C_hiiqren- of Is-

) ‘save’
rael.” -

Dr Marcus. dean of
American Jewish histori-
ans, said “it is one of the
curious aspects of Ameri-

can Jewish history that .

the Jews here have always
displayed an almost path-

ological fear of Christian

conversionists.

‘“There. is no easy way to
explain this horror, this
dread of the

pub- -

soulsavers,

because for the most part
the missonarnies have been
egregiously unsucceﬁnq._

“JEWS, HOWEVER, Te-
.main. afraid of these evan-
gelists, as is documented
today by the outpouring of
‘protests against he “ ‘Jesus
Freaks,' the Jews for Jesus,
and the ... Christian cam-

paign known 2s ‘Key 73.

“Maybe this Jewish dis-
may stems from the sad
realization that Christians
destroy the family when
‘they convert a Jew and
- separate him' or her from
parents or spouse,” Dr.
Marcus said.

He said The Jew of 1823
“owed  its origin to a mis-
sionary campaign which
had 'gotten underway
about the year 1819. Some
converts to Christianity
and ' their friends wanted
to start a colony in New

would shelter European
Jewish converts who were
to be shipped here in the
hope that this land would
not expose them tfo the
contempt of either Jews or
Christians. ; _
“In Europe, these unfor-

tunates were damned by -

Jews for becoming Chris-
tians and were damned by
Christians because they
had been born Jews. In
1820, the same group of

York state; the colony:

Satu:dar, March 24, 1973

Chrishaus mterested in
the projected Jewish-Chris-
tian haven founded an or-
ganization a called the
‘American Society for Me-
liorating the Condition of
the Jews.

“They of course consti-
tuted a missionary society,
but they could not have
secured a charter from the
state of New York if they
had come right out and

.said that they were set on

saving Jewish so

The society had 200
branches at one time;
John and John Quincy Ad-
ams headed branches. .

“For all its organization
success, however, the socie-
ty converted few if any
Jews,” Dr. Marcus said.

THE SOCIETY published
“Isreel's Advocate” to press
its case in 1823 amd Jack-

son responded weeks later -

with The Jew, “a tract is-
sued periodically to refute
the missionaries. It lasted
till 1825, rather remarkable
when we consider that at
the time ‘there were in the
whole countiry omly about
5000 Jews,” Dr. Marcus
said: . | )

Its masthead carried a
"verse from Psalm 119:
“*Tis time to work for the
Lord; they have dest.royed
the Torah.”

e v‘ii;,..i. "

Jackson was an English-
man who seitled in the Po-
cono Mountains about five
years after the American
Revolution ended. He mar-
ried the daughter. of a
Presbyterian minister and
they had five ¢hildren.

She died and he took the,
children, to New York Cil:;rI
where he raised them as
observant Jews. One mar-
ried a man called Donovan
who became a Jew by con-
version, Dr. Marcus said. '

Jacksom was literate in
Hebrew and . Jewish lore
and became a prl.nter in
Hebrew, : T

Dr. Marcus, noting Jack-
son’s intermarriage asked,
“Was The Jew his apalogy
for having strayed by
marrying cut of the faith?”

(Children of a non—Jew
ish mother are not consad
ered Jews unless they con!
vert, according* to mdi
tional Ia.w) 1

Jackson- published Jew
ish works extenmvely
about 2000 other publica
tions followed in th
American Jewish commt:n
ity, and the oldest su.rm
ing newspaper is th
American - Israelite, p.u l:
lished
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Sunday, March 25, 1973

Methodist Bishop Raps
Cuts In Aid To Poor

By BEN L. EAUFMAN
Religion Reporter

Don't talk “work ethic”
" @ United

bishop recently
wadmonished President le—
on, because only 2% of the
25 millon American poor
are fit to work.

“OUR (nation's) chief ex-
ecutive does not seem to
understand this* Bishop
Paul A Washburn of Chi-
©ago sald, opening the 33rd
annual convention of the
United Methodist National
Assoclation of Health and
‘Welfare Ministries.

The “Puritan work ethic”
Just doesn't meet the cur-

rent needs, he sald, be-
cause “It 45 not a disgrace
to be poor” nor is it
“wrong, sin ful, undemo-
cratic or unChristian.”

“It 15 painful to be poor
... and a more rigorous
appilcation of the Puritan
work ethic is not the an-
swer to the pain.”

HE CONDEMNED cuts in

ald to the poor, saying the -

political mood calls for &
“com church to
compensate for the fallure
of our country to meet the
problems of the poor ...
The government has the
capacity for being the
most ‘servant-orlented’ or-
ganization In the world,”
in the sense of servi
others, "but does it have
the motivation?"

Size-Wise
Working from a study of
473 Loulsiana Southern
Baptist pastors, two re-
searchers concluded that
the size of church mem-

time spent on admindstra-
tlon, they found, even
though larger churches
employ staifs to do that to
free the pastor for other

preparation and the num-
ber of academlic degrees
increases with church size,
they said.
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Vietnam Vets

A conference on emo-
tlonal needs of Vietnam
veterans will be held April
27 and 28 at Concordia
'rgeohgioad semlnmj!:; g;
St. Louds, cosponsor
the National Councll of
Churches Min-

Billy Graham
From the There's More
To I Than It Seems De-

Recent!ly, 2 national
news -magazine’s religlon
editor hinted that the Rev.
Billy Graham will make
some kind of major state-
ment on Christlan-Jewish
relations when he retwrrs

any
gelism of Jews, and was
said to be wondering aloud
what the meaning, in view
of the church, 16 milllon
surviving Jews today can

Borconl tive in in-
who s active
terfalth work for the
American Jewish C

% . Gra-
Fam told him God's Cove-
rant with the Jews is
“etermal, forever.”

If Rabbl Tanenbaum Is

. quoting Dr, Graham cor-

rectly, then it is possible to
infer that Dr. Graham may
be ready to concede there
are two valld covenants to-
day, the historic covenant
of the Jews with God,and
the one that came later
‘ with Jesus.

All we can do s wait to
see what Dr. Graham will

watch for all kinds of fury

{ Min christian <ircles.

And More

“Little has been done to
counteract the negative
image of Judalsm” in
church schoal texts in this
country, although blatant
antt Semitiematerlals
have beeny removed, ac-
cording to the Re\r John
T. Pawllkowskl, .~

e

showed negative and dis-
torted statements about
Jews in Catholic religious
texts.

In recent years, he
claimed, “the Jewish por-
trait has been imprcved to
a limited extent. Gone are
the most vile denuncia-
tions of the Jews and
Judaism.” But there is lit-
tle materlal on the Influ-
ence of Jewish religious
values and ideas on Jesus
.and the early church, he
added.
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Key 73 and Jews...

By TOM REES
As comitie s the thought of “calling -our
ol as the
continent to Christ’™” is for some Christians it's diss
quieting to some Jews,
Sﬂm!ewinhlmdnsfmﬂwlﬁ:lxeyﬂ

by approaches
b that inevitably will be made to the Jewish com-
munity.

Key T3 is endorsed by some 130 denomina-
tlons, church associations and chruch groups.
The program is aimed at 100 million uncom-
mited Americans.

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum, national director of intexrrell-
glous affairs for the Ammc.m Jewish Committee, remaxked
that the ym!mg campalign “could well become an historie
turning point in relations between evangelical Christians and
Jmofﬂ:emugnlmdeuﬁ?aﬂcaucnmﬂnmﬂd&dithu:ﬂ
as an opportuniuty to clarify Christian recognition Jews
Judaism as valid sources of truth rather than as objects of con~
version."

Incidentally, Rabbi Tanenbaum will give a free public talk
assessing current evangelistic efforts at 8 p.m. Monday in the
Jewish Community Center, 4800 E. Alameda Ave.

Rabbl Maurice N. ‘Eisendrath, president of the Unlon of
American Hebrew Congregations, has huplnred ﬂu'lstl.m de-
nominations to curb fundamentalistic missionary efforts
edb:mrdsmllegemdhighulﬂulyuﬂhulﬂhhmﬂin&h
young people.

that fail-

Themnmrahedbymﬂmmwmnm
ships between Judaism and Christianity, but the validity of their
respective faiths and the correct objectives of
actvities.

Both Christian and Jewish theologians have expressed the
pomtolmmatammpswgndmﬂyhnemzmu
Christians to their con a distortion of their
mmesmdalursanmiedtam

These maintujnmﬂmtwu-lnmlated !nllhl

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

2 Noted rabbi

will lecture
in Denver

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum,
internationally renowned Jew-
ish ecumenist, will explore the
impact of modern evangelical
movements in talks Monday in
Denver.

Rabbi Tanenbaum of New
York Is national director of

the Interreligious Affairs De-
partment of the Ameriean
Jewish Committee (AJC). His
Denver talks are spensored by
the AJC's Colorado Chapter.

The nhbi. an authority on
Judaism and Jewish-Christian
relations, will give a free pub-
lic talk at 8 p.m. in the Jewish
Community Center, 4800 E.
Alameda Ave. He also will ad-
dress the Rabbinical Council
at a private Juncheon earlier
in the day.

Rabbi Tanenbaum will focus
his remarks on the Key T3
evangelical thrust which has
for its motto “Calling Qur
Continent to Christ." The
yearJong effort involves more
than 130 denominations,
church bodies and paraec-
1 legl groups.

thealogians
are valid, both permanent living sources of
Jews and Christianity for gentiles to whom Juus extended 'ma
prior Jewish heritage on belief in one universal God.

Mindful that organizations such as “Jews for Jesus," ‘He-
brew Christians” and the American Board of Missions to the
Jews already have been turning over the turf, reascned concern
on the part of Jewish leaders seems appropriate.

Writing in the ecumnenical weekly, Christian Century, and
the ADL Bulletin, Rabbi Solomon S, Bernards, director of the de-
partment of Interreligious coopration of the Antl-Defamation
League of B'nai Brith, cbserves:

“THE GROUPS concerned with. proselytizing "especially to
the Jews’ will ride on the coattalls of the Key 73 appeal to the
general community.”

He notes that the “new approach” to evangelizing Jews
“involves the suggestion that Jews do not hawmdropmot
their religious and cultural baggage in order to become Chris-
tians. .Rnﬂwr.them-ungﬂnshuy , they will become ‘completed’
Jews.'

Rabbi Bernards observes that an evangelistic endéavar as
zealous as Key T3 seeks to be will Inevitably take two stands.

“First, !nmeeﬁmmwmmmmufpm& it will
tend {o pitch the evengelical message at the comman-dencrina-
tor level of biblicism and simplistic theology, wi.thﬂﬂ]:nvl&!
emphasis on emotional appeals. Second: in the desire to 'con-
wince' it will tend to disparge and downgrade other faiths and
value systems.”

Even worse, the rabbi adds regarding the Impactof Key 73
on the Jewish community, “is the fact that an organization
which undertakes a specific evangelistic thrust to Jews gener-
allyemptoys for this purpose evangelists recruited from the

ranks of converted Jews. -

“THEIR PRINCIPAL weapon is the proof text, and their
favorite ploy is to vilify present day Judeism as & willfully dis-
torted product of rabbinic Judaism."”

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, which
represen'fs 710 Reform synagogues in the United States and

Canada, is preparing materials and programs designed to help
Jewish youth challenge statements made by Christian evangeli-
cals on the Jewishness of Jesus, resurrection and the Jewish
{dea of the Messiah.,

Rabbl Balfour Brickner, director of the UAHC's Interfaith
Department, stated that Jewish youth must know “how to re-
spond to Christlan fundamentalists who use biblical proof texts
to amplify their polnts."

But, he added, “by far the greater challenge to such Chrls-

" herdf

The rabbi has remarked
that Key 73 "‘conld well be-
come an historic turning point
in relations between evangeli-
eal Christians and Jews of the |
magnitude of Vatican Council

I, provided it is used as an
opportunity to clarify Chris«

tian recognition of Jews and

Judaism as valid sources of
truth rather than as objects of
conversation."

A religion historian, Rabbl
Tanenbaum has written and
lectured throughout the world

on the history, theol

sociology of
Christianity. He is a founder

and co-secretary of the

Vatican-International Jewish
Committee for Interreligicus

cunsuliations, He also is co-

secretary of a similar perma- .
Tialsti body - with. the
Warld Council of Churches,

He has worked closely with

World Council of Churches’
Committees on the Church and
the Jewish people.

Rabbl Tanenbaum holds a
bachelor's degree in biologi-
can sciences from Yeshiva
University and a Master of
Hebrew Literature degree
from the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America.

tian missionary efforts, especially if directed toward Jews, Is to |

the Jewish community who must increase and fntensity its own
opportunity for Jews to lmow and understand Judalsm.”
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Evangelism: New Campus lIssve. ... ..

(Continued from page 24)-
doesn't mean that young
people in the mainstream of
Jewish life will necessarily
avoid the movement; they
could somehow, at some
* time, be persuaded to lose
whatever little Jewish faith
they do have.

“Jewish parents are ask-
Ing for answers ‘to combat
Jews for Jesus'. This Is the
wrong approach. They
should have a commitment
to Jewish life at home re-
gardless of Key 73, because
Judalsm is what it 1s. The
people committed to Key 73
have all the fundamental
answers - they're Bible-
quoters. It is up to Jews to
instill a fundamental com-
mitment to Judaism in the
home."

When the “Jesus People”
cult sprang to national no-
toriety, some Christian theo-
logmns and laymen acclaim-
ed it as a *wholesome return
to religian ard moral up-
rightness,” a positive altern-
ative to the drug syndrome

of the '60's. Now they too are
concerned about possible in-
la.:h.rertu:mi. anti-Semitic prob-
ems.

Dr. Trude Welss Rosmm‘-
in, editor of The Jewish
Spectator, writes that the
Jesus movement appeals
strongly - to neurotics of
which there is no shortage.

‘What is to he done about
the ‘misslonary activities of
the -Jesus People aimed at
Jews? She suggests that “we
can and must tell all those
within our hearing how Juda-
ism differs from Christian-
ity. Obviously we shall not
vie with the Jesus People's
witnessing in buses, air-
planes, bowling alleys and on
street corners and we shall
not distribute tracts and put
Moscs stickers to compete
with Jesus stickers In rest-
rooms . .. It is difficult to be
a Jew. and there is no “In.
stant Judaism.” Judaism
does not appeal to the mass.
es. If we manage to Influ.
cnce onc — just one — Jew
on the verge of converting
to Christlanity to decide "I
will remain a Jew” our cf-
forts will not be In vain.”

Steve Shifman., a member
of the DU Hillel, offered a
student viewnnint when he

hl

Intermor’

commente. .
feel the 'w
lh.l'eat | Y n”'- New's.,
DU, - i

Graduaﬂng
versity of Mlam'(
where there was & »

Ish student enrollment;-,

so far the most aggressive
actlvity he’s witnessed at DU
“has been a table set up In
the Student Union.”

Rabbi Marc H. Tanen
] HT"'EI]!EWF“BI'[he A"%c

interfa ee e
campalgn wﬂl pose a serious
threat to the “pluralistic idea’
that . Jews, Catholics - and
Protestants and others are
full  partners in American
society.””. He Is concerned
that literature and appeals
will be baséd on the false
concept that America is c.ﬁ
Christian . nation - in- whi
Jews' and -other non -Chris-
tlans " are tolerated as less
than full partners in the
democratic enterprise, and
urges Christians and Jews
together must evaluate the
program before lt Amperils
everyone. !
Rabbi Tanenbaum will
ac lem
in depth when he addresses
a public meeting in Denver

at the JCC on January 22,

Shifman sald the movemenf
“had no chance there,” and'

o

" Denver and its college stu-
dents may be far removed
from the denselv populated
campuses of the East, or the
radical influences of West
Coast schools, but our young
people are just as interested
— as curious — as Jewish
students elsewhere.

The problem does exist,
but for students who have a
firm foundation in Judaism
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‘Key 73’ Leaders
Repudiate Talks
On Anti-Semitism

NEW YORK, (JTA)—The leaders of “Key 73,” the nationwide Crhistian
evangelical campaign to call “the continent to Christ,” have given assurances to
Jews that they repudiate anti-Semitism and any evangelical resort to coercio
This was reported by Rabbi Marc Tanen , director of the American Jevpslt
Committee’s interreligious affairs department who has been corresponding with
the “Key 73" leadership in order to convey to them the serious concerns of the
American Jewish community over the multi-media evangelical drive. e

Rabbi Tanenbaum made publie a letter he received from Dr. Theodore Raedeke
of St. Louis, executive director of “Key 73" in which he stated, “We do not wish to

. persecute, pressure or force Jews to believe or do anything against their will.”

Dr. Raedeke insisted that “there is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the
thrust of ‘Key 73.” : :

He added, however, “We are confident that the Jews do not wish to undermine
our holy faith or deprive us of our rights to propagate our faith—the privilege we
enjoy in America.” Rabbi Tanenbaum said the statement was a “welcome
clarification” although it does “not respond to all the questions that the Jewish

COPY=

9€00T Y40k MsN

community would want clarified.” _
Among those questions, he. "lege and high school campus. by the “Key 73" leaders will filter -

said, were the implications of 2  crusades lead to coercive down to the many evangelists en

nationwide evangelical campaign  pressures against Jewish in-  campuses. #

for the pluralistic character of
America; will 2 campaign that
views Christianity as a “substi-
tute covenant” for that of
Judaism feed negative and

anti-Semitic attitudes among the

people it reaches will the
emphasis on personal testifying
for Christ through neighborhood

dividuals and others?

Jews are i sensitive to
the impact “Key 7 similar
evangelical drives as the
“Campus Crusade Christ”

may have on Jewish high school
and college youth. Rabbi
Tanenbaum said he hoped the

repudiation of coercive measuxes -

Differing views of ée

threat—or lack of it— or “Key
73" to Jewish youth and Jews
generally were expressed by two*
other New York rabbis. Rabbi
Jacob J. Hecht, executive

. vice-president of the National

Committee for Furtherance of
‘Continued on Page 10 -
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A C Asks
‘Clarified
Key 73

By VIRGINIA CULVER
Denver Post Religion Editor

The American Jewish Com-
mittee (AJC) is not satisfied
with the “clarification” from
local evangelistic movement
{leaders about attempting to
|convert Jews to Christianity. |

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
director of interreligious affairs
of the committee, responded to
‘a Wednesday - story in The
Denver Post, saying “Further
clarification is needed” on Key
73 end its impact on the Je-| |
wish community. ,

Key '73 is a national In(!r- i
denominational evangelist™ -
thrust, the aim of which is “t|
bring the nation to Christ i
1973.7
Rabbi Tanenbaum seid in "
Denver interview Monday ﬂm
Iocal leaders of Key '73 shouls ™
;make is clear Jews will not b &
made the aim of conversion a1; '
tempts by Christians in ﬂl.
movement. ..'
JEWS ‘PART OF WORLD' »
i Asked to respond to thre-
:request, the Rev. Emil HO
Bunjes Jr., local Key '73 coor™»
dinator told The Post Tuesda™
that there is “no strategy” b
Key '73 to convert Jews. But hwg
added, “We must be obedient t;
the great commission, to
into all the world and preac'-
the gospel and Jews are a paa
of the world.”

e'

The Colorado chapter of =

AJC- informed Rabbi >
;baum in New .York Wi

of the mihistér's comments in
The Post and the rabbi rspiiedt
with a statement Thursday. - .}

“Jews,"* said the rabbi, “hold )
a speclal place of electiom—inf
;Gﬁd’s economy and therefore
are not simply ‘another part of
the world® to be witnessed to.
OBLIGATION CTTED

“The evangelical community|"
‘has an obligation, it seems to
me, fo take seriously that point
of view,” he said.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said Key|
73 is an opportunity for evan-|
‘gelicals to come to a “new un-
derstanding of Judaism and to
respect it in its own terms and
to cease dealing with the
mother faith of Christianity as
if Judaism is simply another
religion to be converted out of
its existence.” !

He recommended a discussion
of the matter between Denver
‘Christian leaders and the
I Denver Rabbinical Council.




Christian Efforts Fo-Convert Jews
“Unconscionable,”” AJC Group Told;

Perils of "'Key 73"’ Are Pointed Qut

HOLLYWOOD, FLA
(SPL).,-~The year-long
evangelical campaign, “Key
. "73,” scheduled to begin in
January, ““‘could well become
an historic turning point in
relations between Evangeli-
cal Christians and Jews of
the magnitude of Vatican
Council II, provided itis used
as opportunity to clarify
Christian recognition of
Jews and Judaism as valid
sources of truth rather than
as objects of conversion,”

Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum,
national director of Inter-
religious Affairs for the
American Jewish Commit-
tee, made that statement
here recently.

“Key ’73,” he explained
to the AIC National Execu-
tive Council, has been plan-
ned as a nation-wide cam-
paign involving more than

- ' T F= -
a/y“aa.‘_g.e..-.. M '-(d’mlq_ 3

130 evangelical, mainline
Protestant, and Catholic de-
nominations, church bodies,
and para-ecclesiastical
groups, using all forms of
mass media as well as per-
sonal persuasion to “‘call the
Continent to Christ.”

Rabbi Tenenbaum char-
acterized the movement as
the latest evidence of a grow=-
ing evangelistic thrust that
has been taking place in the’
U.S. the past few years and
shown previously in such
movements as Campus Cru-
sade for Christ, Inter-Var-
sity Fellowship, Jesus
Freaks, and Jews for Jesus.

Rabbi Tenenbaum made
his remarks in the course
of a panel discussion on the
implications for .- American
Jews and Judaism of the in-
creasing momentum of evan-

(Continued on Page 11)
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ERN OVER CONVERSION EFFORT

Hmp

plication of Key 73, Evangelical Program

Interpreted by National Jewish Leaders

By ROBERT A. COHN
Editor-in-Chlet

Key 73, a year-long
evangelical drive by more
than 140 Christian church
groups in the United States
and Canada, which has as its
goal ‘‘confronting every
person in North America with
the gospel of Christ,”” has
prompted concern among
Jewish leaders

Milton I.
Goldstein, a St.
Louis attorney, is.
the chairman of
the Commission
on Church-State
and Inter-re-
ligious Relation-
ships of the Na-
tional Jewish

Goldstein
Community Relations Advisory

Council, which recently devoted a
series of meetings to the subject of
Key 73.

“While no one can question the
right of Christian groups to engage
in the free exercise of religion,
many Jewish groups expressed
concern that the Key 73 movement
could give rise to a return to the
kind of literalism and fun-
damentalism which downgrades
non-Christian religions,’” Gold-
stein told the Jewish Light.

“All of the progress in Jewish-
Christian understanding since the
statements issued at the end of
Vatican II which upheld the
validity of Judaism as a separate
faith could be undermined by

strengthening fundamentalist
**Such

groups,” he continued,
discarded notions as holding Jews
responsible for the Crucifixion, or
regarding Jews as a people who
need to be ‘saved’ could be revived

in such a movement.”
~The Key 73 program, which

Key 73

CALLING OUR CONTINENT TO CHRIST

ST Lovss Jew\sN | L\‘I','_H' /

derives ils name from one of the
Florida *"key islands,” Is unique in
that it brings together 'establish-
ment"” churches of all major
denominations with the more
conservative evangelical groups.
The program has not been
universally endorsed, however.

The director of the fun-
damentalist evangelical youth
group called Word of Life, Jack
Wyrtzen -denounced Key 73 as
“‘confusion and compromise —
believers and unbelievers comin
together.”” He was joined by Bo
Jones, another fundamentalist,
who called it a 'Satanic com-
promise between Bible-belivers on
the one hand and liberalism and
apostasy on the other." _

Three major denominations on
the "liberal’ end of the spectrum
also did not endorse the program:
the United Church of Christ, the
Episcopal Church and the United

-2Y4+73 |

Presbyterian Church have called
Key 73 a *‘public relations pitch”
not likely to have a lasting or
meaningful effect.

Jewish lerders have agreed that
the motive v. Key 73 is clearly not
anti-Semitic, but that it has been
warmly welcomed by '‘Jews for
Jesus'' groups which have
specialized in attempting to
convert Jews te Christianity. The
current ‘‘Jesus movement' fad

(See KEY 73, Page 17)
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KEY 73.LEADER SAYS FREGRAM WILL NOT THURSDRY, JANUARY 11, 1973
EXERT PRESSURE OR FORCE ON U.S. JEYS

By Religicus News Service (1-11-73)

NEW YORK (RiS) -- Xey 73 does not seek to "persecute, pressure or
force Jews to Lelieve or do anything against their will," according to the
executive dircctor of the broadly-based evangelistic ecampaign.

Dr. Theodore Raedeke of St. Louis, a Missouri Synod Lutheran clergyman,
addec that "we are confident that the Jews do not wish to undermine our
holy faith or deprive us of our rights to prcpagate our faith -- the
privilege which we enjoy in America.”

"Trve 15 no anci-Semitism in cither the ideology or the thrust of
Xey 7Z," ir. lacdeke said.

He macde the statements in a letter to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, naticnal
director of interreligious affairs of the American Jewrsh "r-=ie— - ° g, )
T e boaanendaun . otocr Jewish leaders have raiscu questions o Cue
the Znmcact of Key 73 on the Jewish community. More than 1l4u Protestant
denc sir ations, independent groups and some Roman Catholic dicceses are
takirs part in Xey 73, which was officially launched on Jan. £ and will ru-.
for . year, The theme is "Calling the Contifent tc Christ."

In New York, Rabbi Tanenbaum szid that in his viow Dr. Racacke's
statement dic not "respond adequately to all the questisns thot <he .owish
czamunity weuld want clarified,™ but that the raepudiation of "anti-Semitism
and any evangelical resort to cocrcicn are welcome clarifications indeed.”™

While virtually no cne has su,gested that Christian proselytizatior
amer., Jews is a stated purpose of Key 73, several Jewish lcacers fes. the

massive evangelistic drive could crcate an atmosphece in which non-hey 72
groups would step up attempts to convaert Jews.

Sounding the same note reflected in Dr. Raedeke’s lettir, the Rév. . .
Hale of Nashville, a United Methodist evangelism official deeply involvec
in ey 73, said ne had never heard any talk on "aimiag ey 73 tc the oews
“: .2 other particular group.”

Mr. Halc said Key 73 was crganized by Christians weating tc share :
“sersonal meaniny in faith™ with those who seek no faitn.

"W have never been intercsted in cornering peopie who have a meanmifo...
fi.di. .ad trying to persuade them,™ he said. ™e want Tco bear witness to
a meaningful faith.
"In a pluralistic society, we want all persons to experience deep
.:.ec.aing o
(more) PAGE -1-
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Dr. Roedeke's letter to Rabbi Tancnbaum said:

"Therc is no anti-Semitism in cither the ideology or the thrust of
Xey 73. I trust that you understand this, just as we understand your
position to be not anti-Christian. We do not wish to porsccute, pressure
or force Jews to believe or do anvthing against their will. On the other
hand we are confildent that the Jows Jdo not wish to undernine our holy faith
or deprive us of our rights to propagate our faith -- the privilege which
we enjoy in imerica.

"Rest assurcd that we will attempt in no way to deny our deepest
Christian convictions in this regard so that we wrong the Jewish community
in any way. At the same time, I hope that we may be confident that you who
are not Christian will not in any way intimidate or pressurc the many
ghrisiiins participating in Key 73 against confessing before men the saving

ospel. .
Ay

Proposed Takcover Would Begin 60 Days iifter Cease-Fire

ADVICISTS MAY USE U.S. ADMY HOSPITAL
IN ¢ATGON PENDING ERECTION OF NEW UNIT

By Paligious News Service (1-11-73)

WhSIONGTON, D.Ce (RNS) =-- As the U.S. Army phases out its facilities
in Vietnam, the Seventh-day Adventist Church is inczeasing its facilities
there.

In at lecast one instance, the dventists may directly benefit from
the Amy's withdrawal. The Church is currently studying with the military
a plan to turn the U.S. Army Hospital in Saigon over to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Vietnam,

A report from the denomination's world headquarters here said that
demand for hospital facilities on the part of the eivilian population has
far outstrippeC the supply. Although the Church has been operating a 40-bed
hospital in Saigon since 1955, the patient list now averages 70. The Church
began construction of a larger, more mcdern facility last ycar to accommo-
date 150 to 180 patilents.

If the Adventists and the Army agree on a plan, the Church would con-
tract for the Army hospital one year at a time until its new hospital is
completed.

Releasc of the Army property for use by the Church would take place
within 60 cays of a cease-fire agrcement in Paris.

The Army hospital has 250 beds, of which 20 to 30 would be reserved
for non-military personnel of the United States government.

When the new Adventist hospital is completed, the Church would no
longer use the facilities of the Army hospital. Since the new building is
scheduled for completion in 1974, and the agreement would be conditioned
on a Vietnam ccase-fire, it is possible that the Church may not actually
be able to use the Army facilities at all, however.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church operates nearly 300 hospitals arounc
the world,

—0- PAGE “'2"
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Key73 Gmup
Is Hit by Jews
And Cathelics

By WILLIAM REEL

Key 73, the Christian renewal
effort backed by most major de-
nominations, eontinues to catch
flak from a va-
riety of sources,
In recent days
# the American
Jewish Con-
gress and the
Pl  American Jew-

- ish Committee
have raised
sharp questions
gbout the evan-
gelism drive,
and it was the
object of &
harshly nega-
tive editorial in

SUNDAY NEWS, JANUARY 28, 1973

. stitutional system, a proper role

-

_ saving souls and ignoring Christ's

the Brooklyn Tablet, newspaper
of the Catholie Diocese of Brook-

I, 3
A high American Jewish Con-
gress official, Rabbi Yaakov
Rosenberg, called on Secretary of
the Navy John Chafec to repudi-
ate & memorandum circulated
among Navy chaplains urging
them to play “a strong role in
this effort (Key 73) to make the
person and Gospel of Christ more
meaningful to those we serve.
The memo was authored by Rear
Adm. F.L. Garrett, chief of Navy
chaplains.
Sees Role Switch A
Rabbi Rosenberg wrote to
Chafee that the memo “is com-
pletely at odds with the 'progu
function of the chaplainey” be-
cause it “converts the chaplainey
from a role of service to one of
advocacy. Support of missionary
activity is not, under our con-

for government.”

CGarrett replied that his sup-
port of Key 73 “flows from the
same obligation as suoport of
Passover observances and other
relizious emphases of Jewish per-

gonnel. In other words, the chief |,

of cheplaing is committed to sap-
port in the armed servinse the
religious programming of Al
faith granps.”

An American Jewish Coneress
gnokesman fired back in rehuttal:
“Adm. Garrett's renly ie_totally
unsatisfactory. It demopstrates a

misunderstanding of the differ- |

ence between an.evangelieal mis-
sionary campaign, such as Key
78, which it is improper for the
Navy to support,-and traditional
religious observances, which it is
the proper functicn of the chap-
lains to service.”

The American Jewish Commit-
tee regards the stated goal of
Key 73—‘to share with every

person in North America more|.
fully and forcefully the claims |
end message of Christ’—as a|
. possible threat to Judaism. Ac-

cordingly, it called on Key 73
leaders “to respect the convic-
tions and feclings of Jews and to
disavew specificallr anv intention
to proselytize the Jewish com-
munity.”

In its editorial. tha Rrooklyn
Tablet mecused Kev 73 snonsors,
which incloda 200.000 conerega-

tions in this countrv rTanging|
from Catholic to Assembly of |

God. of simplistic “fundamental
jsm” and of caring onlv for

mandate to fight social injustice.
Key 73 spokesmen have repeat-
edly denied such charges.
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‘Catholic
Dioceses
'Enrolling
In Key 73

WASHINGTON (NC)—More
than a dozen American Catholic
dioceses have decided to partici-
pate in the evangelical program
Key 73.

The diocesea generally joined
the p am after local bishops
endorsed the concept '"Calling Our
Continent to Christ,”” theme of the
St. Louis-hased interdenomina-
tional program.

Although the number of dioceses
announcing their decision to par-
ticipate in the nationwide program
grows steadily, not all have said
what they will do specifieally to
help carry the Gospel to all parts of
the country.

The Key 73 program. whose
executive director is Dr. T. A
Raedeke, a Lutheran theologian.
received its name at a meeting of
churchmen of several denomina-
tions in & motel in Arlington, Va.
five years ago.

The churchmen's meeting
evolved into the Key 73 program.
which now includes over 100 de-
nominations, church bodies and
para-ecclesiastical groups in
spreading the Gospel across the
country from Advent 1972, through
1973.

Methods used or to be used by
the program have included special
Christrnas and Easter celebra-
tions, Bible readings, literature
distribution, house-to-house visits
by Key 73 representatives, ‘conven-
tions and fair exhibits and praver
meetings.

Although the U.S. bishops as a
body have not endorsed the Key 73
program, individual prelates have
approyed participation by par-
ishes in their dioceses.

Dioceses known to have an-
nounced participation in the pro-
gram are Kansas City-St. Joseph,
Jefferson City, Springfield-Cape
Girardeau and St. Louis, Mo., Du-
buque, Iowa: Los Angeles; Al
bany, N.Y., Philadelphia; Or-
lando, Fla., Toledo, Cincinnati,
Steubenville, Youngstown and Co-

lumbus, Ohio: Salt Lake City.
Utah, and Sante Fe, N.M.

. In the St, Louis Archdiocese.
John Joseph Cardinal Carberry
has already opened diocesan
participation in the evange'ical
campaign. The archdiocesan
participation will include attend-
ance at Mass, devetion to Christ in
the Eucharist, confession, bible
reading, saying the rosary, com-
mon prayer. days of retreat and
missions,

In the Philadelphia Archdiocese,
where Cardinal John Krol o~
nounced his approval of the pro-
gram through Auxillary Bishop
John J. Graham. archdiocesan

1ﬁrticipation began with a Noon
¢ Prayer Call on Christmas which
! was to run until at least Jan. 6.
- After that date. parishes can
implement their own means - of
program participation, Bishop
Graham said.

The Noon Prayer Call idea also
is to be used in the Salt Lake City
diocese.

The Key 73 program, although
widely r .in_the Christian
cemmunity, has been criticized by
several Jewish leaders, including
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum of the
American Jewish Committee and
Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath of the
Union of American Hebrew Coi.-
gregations.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the Key
73 efforts were based on the idea
that America is an ‘“‘evangelical
cmpire” in which non-Christians
historically “‘were tolerated as less
than full partners in the dem-
ocratic enterprise.”

Dr. Raedeke. Key 73 director,
said in response to the statements
of the Jewish leaders that he failed
to see how they could interpret Xey
73 ¢fforts as being directed to con-
verting a specific group, namely
Jews,

**As Christians we have the com-
mission to share and preach the
Gospel and 1o share Christ with al}
creatures,” said the former direc-
tor of evangclism for the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod. ‘We do
this in love and with the Word, but
not with the sw 1. In other words,
no one is forr  !o accept Chris-
tianity."’
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109 CGran ﬁiew Avenua
- White Plains, N.Y. 10605

March 16, 1973

Rev. Harold Lindsell
Editor-Publisher
Christlanity Today

1014 Washington Eldg.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Rev. Lindsell:

Your editorial entitled 'Driving Christ Cut of Christmas™
(Dec. 22) clearly is a serious and deeply felt one and it deserves
a reply in kind. T will txy to keep this brief, though there is
much to be said.

No responsible grcocup urges, &8 you suggest, that "all
material with any religious association whatsoever must be rigorously
banned from public instituticns and facilities," Of ccurse religion
must be dealt with in public schools -- 1a history, literature, music
and wherever else it may be an intrinsic element of the curriculum,
Few reasors ble people will object to this, provided it is presented
fairly and objectively, in proper proportion and with due regard for
the sensibilities of children of all faiths -« and by teschers who
know what they are talking about, This applies, among other religious
matters, to teaching objectively about Christmas or Easter, Chanukah or
Passover. Nor is there any constitutional impediment to such instruc-
tion.

Dut the main issue you relse in your editorial is a different
and more troublescme one. It has toc do with the propriety of devo-
tional, Christologlical cbservances or celebrations in public schools,
Last December my wife and I were invited to attend a Christmas music
service at a Presbyterian church. While we enjoyed this immensely,
we would firmly and without spology oppose the presentation of a
program of this nature in our local non-sectarian public school, on
the very First Amemdment grounds you seem to disparage. Moreover, cn



- page 2 -

the practical level, Jewish children in a public school should not

be placed in the position of having to resolve a conflict between
participating in a religious observance at variance with their own
heritage, or asking to be excused and having to stand cut as
"different." Happity in our free caintry, where church and state

are separate, there are innumeraeble houses of worship, denominational
schools and other private facilfities where people are free to woxrship
God in thelr own way and to their hearts' content, Hence there is
no necessity to enlist public schools, which ought to be religiously
neutral, in sponsoring the religious observances or celebrations

of any faith group.

Elsewhere in your editorial, the allusion to Nazi Germany,
it seems to me, was 1ll-chosen., While it is certalnly true that
under the Nazis "Christian teaching became wildely derided as 'myth,'"
it is also a melancholy fact that most German church groups and
clergymen nevertheless cooperated with the pagan despatism of Adolf

Hitler.

Sincerely,

Samuel Rabincve

-

bece: I. Terman V/////’
M. Tanenbaum

" ———
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Key 73 Ask ]ews to Join Ef{m‘f

The aucthor is a mcmlwr of tlie
Qinaha Key 73 Committee. i

By Albert Holdorf
It was gratifying to learn through the news
that the Jewish community no longer sees the
Key 73 prozram of the Christian community as
a threat 1o its well-being. '
With this barrier lifled the Jewish
community ought to join with Protes-
tants and Catholics in the spirit of Key
73 1o meet the real threat, not enly to
tha cutire religious commuaily, but
also 1o the continucd existence of this
nation as a free and demaocralic sociely.
This threat is the effort by some (o clim-
inate all religious influcnce in our na-
tional life.
It is historically true that behind the nrﬂan-
" ization of ary society in the world is a sef of
pelicfs, a faith or religion that, - for good or
had, motivates the people and  deiermines
their actions. One canuol realy understand
much that happens in the world without baving
an understanding of the belicfs thal I'IIIJII\JH‘
the pcﬂpl:
. This i C‘-I'IE.LI-!"Y obvious md'w in the
Middle East, in ircland, in India, in Afcica and
in the Com numst countries. What happens in
[Lussia, for instance — (he attitude it has 10-
ward uiher peoples and uations, its ideas of
what i< right and true — all are the product of
a set of beliefs cnubodied in (:ummumsm _— the
provailing state “religion.””

B oM o
-

Histnrians agree that the United Stales was
establizherd on the foundativn stone of man’s
kelief in Cid as revealed in the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition. More specifically, it is doubtful
that this nation could have been brought inta
being on its fuunding principles befure “the Re-
furm |L.u.,. .

Out of the Reformation came the
then highest concept of the worth of
the individual, his right to [recdom
which is God-given, and his right fo a
democracy ‘which rejected the right of
any individual or group to dominate any
other individual or group, Our founding
fathers Lranslated these religious beliefs
into political principles and on them
fvunded a new nation.

Alezis de Tocqueville, the French observer
who came 10 this country in the 1830s to see
what this now nation was all about, wrote in

his “Democracy in America” that “religion in
Amcrica 1akes no direct part in the govern-
men: ;i socicly, but it musi be regarded as the
Wr:t of her political institutions, for if it does
wot imparl a taste of freedom it facilitates the
e of i And a few lines later he added that
| am certain thal they (the Americans) hold

Telizion w0 be indispen: 3.1bie: to the maintenance
of republican institutions.”

James Russcll Lowell was once asked how
fong he thought the United States would last.

Ilrmm” on the experience of hisiory, that na-
tions decline w hen they abandon their founding .
faith or philesophy, ke replicd that “the United
States will endure as Jong as the ideals and

* principles of its founding remzin ir the henrts

ol the people.”

In the nume of freedom of velisien we e
fast developing a nationa! atmosphere of frec-
dom from religlon, ihereby cutting aumseives

_off from our founding phitesophy anil faith, We
are trving (o dovelon a cut-flawe;

Spitings

assuming we can cortinue io have the r?
the frea of the American way o) Lo sirque-

maintaining aad feeding the rons.

For some vears we hase been -
templing fo <evelop a subsiitute faith i
hased un tiic ideas of freednm and de-
mocracy as oujects of devotivn.

Waile this coneept mav e arraciive 1
mauny peoplc. the fact is thacit has oo powe,
the power su hiadly needed 1o raliv od L il ey

Another OII of ”u:‘u
Wyﬂf

peaple. Defying Ireedom and demac sacv as elti-
mates preclides the establishmen; o reasenalis:
order so necessiry (or peace and progeess.

Meanwhile 1he evidence accun: _.1..a tinat
this nativn is in trouble today o the Jearce (0
which aur founding religious princinles il 1o
motivate us and determine Jditv o eur!
acrions. '

Moral decling refleciad in prouressive ¢ far.
pration of respuct for the lives e v oof
others, violence, lack of soodwill, dnceess . cone
flict between zroups of .“}Li;'rm:;t!'_“\‘ enliohiaed
citizens, individual and group selisbmess. v -
ference 1o continting encroaciment of massiv e
goverement o the rights of the nG:si !
ceptance af government s the nri i .
n.spons:bihly lor whalover needs 0 ap; et —
all this and more attests 10 an aiirming decline!
of the influence of religion.

It is not a stated purpese of Key 73 1o 5:1\'e|
the United States. The purpose of Rew 7 05
bring about spiritual renewal in 1he dives ed the
people of this continent by helping them develop
a personal, working and living reiationship with
the God who cicated them. But if Key 73 is a.
success a secondary result of its efforts ceuld b2
the silvation of this nation as a free and derso-
cratic sociery.

The expressed and implied hone of Kev 73 is
that all who realize the need and valie of reli-,
gion in the lives of our people join in this lmely,
effort. ]

1, .
e

UL

Copuaenis on  this poges Totledt
diverse poitts of view which a7s not”
necessarily these of The World- :
Herald. : |
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10,000 ATTEND ABILENC
BIBLE LECTURESHIPS

By Religious News Service (3-1-73)

ABILENE, Texas (RNS) -- About 10,000 persons gathered at Abilene
Christian Collega nere to attend its 55th annual Bible Lectureships
for members of the Churches of Christ,

This year's theme was "Jesus" because, lectureship director Dr.
Carl Brecheenrsaid, "each year the lectureship committee tries to select
the topic that is currently facing the church, and this year the tide
of national and international events cente»z upon Jesus,"

Dr. William S€. Banowskv, president of PYepnerdine University in
Malibu, Calif., emphasized in his tali:, "Clvistianity is Christ," that
"Christianity is the onlv religion in the world which rests on the person
of its founder....The degrees towhich people believe in Christ in Ilis
claims regarding God is the degree to which He will have influence over
their lives."

James LeFan, minister of Western Hills church of Christ in Temple,
Texas., told the audience that "Christian unity is a theme of such
importance that the future of Christ's church will be vitally influenced
by the individual Christian's response. Christian unity is not something
we can be for or againmst. It is a part of our commitment. There is
ne ground for neutrality.”

There are about 2.5 million members of Churches of Christ, with the
largest concentrations in the South and southern Midwest. There is no
denominational structure.

e 0-

DR. McINTIRE ASSAILS
TIES TO CHINA REGIME

By Religious News Service (3-1-73)

NASHVILLE (RNS) -~ Dr, Carl McIntire, the ultra-fundamentalist
radio preacher, lashed out here at proposals to open U.S, trace
with China,

"I am not interested in our nation buying goeds from a slave
nation for that is all that Red China is,” the New Jersey and Florida
based clergyman said.

He also criticized any U.S, aid to rehabilitate North Vietnam,
criticized the World Council of Churches, and blasted the U.S.Supreme
Court decision on abortion and also the women's liberation movement.

Dr. McIntire, 66, is head of the International Council of
Christian Churches, composed of several smaller denominations. He also
heads a college in Cape Canaveral, Fla., and is pastor of a Bible
Presbyterian church in Collingswood, N.J.

(more)
PAGE -19-
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In a Neshville airport interview, he called abortion "murder in
the womb," accused women's liberation of serving Communist ends and
said U.S. aid to Hanoi would "be nothing but the rawest of reparations,”

Instead of trying to "reconstruct Vietnam," he said, "we ought
to reconstruct the U.S.A. and get the forces of patriotism and liberty
ready to gird against the expanding Communist world."

He said he was planning a "Victory Over Communism" march in _
Washington, D.C., on April 14,
0=

FORMER PRESIDENT OF SCARRITT
ACCEFTS CORNELL APPOINTMENT

By Religious Hews Service (3-1-73)

NASEVILLE (RNS) -- Dr. Gerald H. Anderson, who resigned as president
of Scarritt College here in late 1972, will become a senior research
associate at Cornell University at Ithaca, N.Y.

He will head a Southeast Asia Program at Cornell after he leaves
Scarritt -- the only educational facility directly owned by the United
Methodist General Conference -- in June.

Dr. Anderson announced his resignation in November, after heading
the college for only two years. He was formerly a professor for 10 years
at Union Theological Seminary in the Philippines.

In announcing his forthcoming post at Cornell, the clergyman said,
"I continue to have a strong interest in Asian affairs and am attracted
by the opportunity at Cornell University to relate myself once again
to involvement in the concerns of Asia.”

Under Dr. Anderson, Scarritt underwent an intensive self-study
on its purpose and future. Once a center for training missionaries,
it has in recent years functioned as a senior college and gracduate school
in religious education.

The study resulted in trustee action "to establish a flexible cluster

of educational functions, including degree programs, continuing education
and a program related to the concerns of women in church and society."

Dr. Anderson said that since a "major phase of this renewal phase"
is completed, he felt it was time for him to make a professional change,

"

PAGE -20-
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Can anything new be said about Judaism's Messianic ﬂ%?z& &
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is difficult to imagine, since the Messianic idea has been at the
center of the Jewish imagination throughout Jewish history, and, as
such, has been examined from every possible angle. The most that Sne
can reasonably hope to do is to comment intelligently on what has

been said before, remembering that, traditionally, a Jewish commentary
focuses on a specific text with the intent of explicating, often at
considerable length, important or difficult points. When the topic of
the commentary is Judaism's Messianic #ém, the text that im-
mediately comes to mind is Maimonides' Thirteen Principles of Faith,

which in its Ani Ma'amin formulation reads: "I believe with perfect

faith in the coming of the Messiah, and, though he tarry, I will wait

daily for his coming."

* * . * o

"I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah...'" --

Who is this Messiah about whom the Jewish tradition speaks, and who

holds a central place in the classical Jewish religious consciousness?

{
|
1
A
|
"

In order to answer this question it is necessary to approach the
Messianic idea historically, i.e. in such a way as to underscore its

deve lop®lgftharacter. To be sure, the belief in a Messiah has bequﬁf

source of hope and comfort to Jews throughout their history, k-
precise nature of this belief has variedy as successive.- /

have reinterpreted it in the light of their own cirxc %

periences. Because scholars have thoroughly investiga.
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idea in Judaism, it is possible to outline with considerablé%ﬁééggac}

the main stages of its development up to the time of Maimonidéél wh;

established the belief in a Messiah as an article of Jewish faith.
The term 'Meshiah', 'the anointed one', is first found, in the

sense of a redeemer from bondage sent by God to His people, in the

apocalyptic literature, but the idea itself dates back to the Biblical

period during which it received emphases of various kinds in the
writings of the erophets. These writings have been brilliantly sur-

veyed in Joseph Klausner's The Messianic Idea in Israel, which, ad-

ditionally, offers a hypothesis as to the origins of the belief in é
Messiah. Whereas all other ancient peoples spoke of a Golden Age

in the past, Klausner argues,the Israelites were forced by the cir-
cumstances of their history to look to a Golden Age in the future.
The formative period of Jewish history was one of trial, tribulation,
and affliction, which precluded any possibility of the glorification
of the past., The Patriarchs, after all, had been repeatedly forced
to move from country to country because of severe famines, While

they were wandering in foreign lands, they had suffered abuse at the

hands of tyrannical rulers, I =g, £&=—ih, 3 £,
Shortly after the death of the Patriarchs the Egyptian bondage had
begun, which brought in its wake terrible oppression and suffering.
The historical memory of these experiences, preserved in sacred

traditions, and thus etched into national consciousness, Klausner

maintains, led the ancient Israelites, of necessity, to project their

collective hopes and aspirations into the future. This was true qﬁqﬁu

b t——— b e
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the nation as a whole, but it had its greatest importance fo;?ﬁqgi 5
B&ophets who, in their own time, were tormented by the gulf,xs;rtiCu-
larly in the ethical realm, between the actual and the ideal. As
Klausner expresses it: "The existing situation was bad in the eyes
of these Brophets; only what should be - and aécording to their con-
viction it also could be - was good. The bad, therefore, was in the
present, and the good in the future." Thus, though they were masters
of negation, the @rophets insisted that in the idealized future the
"is" would become the_"oughﬁr and evil and suffering would disappear.
The prophets, in other words, were filled with Messianic hope and
confidence.

Klausner's hypothesis; as I have presented it thus far, provides
a plausible explanation.. of the origin among the Israelites of
Messianic expectations, which may be defined as °the Ehxmhetic hope

[ N - VAN
for 0 =3 O =5 ¢, in which there will be political freedom,

moral perfection, and earthly bliss for the §g§§§§P£§§§§§'in its own
land, and also for the entire human race.® What remains to be ac-
counted for is how these Messianic expectations came to be associated
' t
- - L - - -
with a personal Messiah who was seen as EE% prime instrument<in es-
tablishing the Messianic age. -Here again, Klausner argues, historical

memory played a vital role, in that the Israelites' sacred traditions

glorified Moses as a redeemer and savior. In Jewish thinking, there- " ' .

fore, deliverance from bendage and suffering became associated with a ° - -1,l

specific deliverer who, in his functions, was patterned after Moses.

Moses had not only ransomed the Jews from their material troubles .7

1
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and Fgégéggéa servitude, but had also redeemed them from ignofanég
and spiritual bondage. Likewise, the Messiah, particularly i;;t;e
writings of the ?roPhets was envisioned as both a national 1eader
&MA&%&&.WM

and a rellglous -ethical gulde aP B2 v g—= the dual task of
bringing about, in the fullness of time, political salvation and
spiritual redemption. What this implied in specific terms becomes
clear when one examines the various Messianic conceptions of the
ﬁkoPhets.

Common to all the prOphets is the idea that sin brings punish-
ment in its wake, National sinfulness is punished on the ''day of
the Lord", the judgment day when God w3 makeg the great reckoning.
The gkophets dwell on the catastrophes of the time of judgment, which
=% include, among other things, war, destruction and exile. Some
of the Ehxphets view these cataclysmic events as simply a punishment
upon sinners, but others regard it as a means of achieving moral
improvement. In either case, however, the catastrophes-of the 'day
of the Lord" v=3 lead to national repentance, and result in the . .. . |
Jewish people returning to the true worship of God.

Just as sin inevitably results in punishment, so also repentance,

the‘skophets proclaim, carries within itself the seeds of redemption. . .-

Redemption ctggﬁta the lot of the '"remnant of Israel," the righteous
of the nation, who, in an ingathering of exiles, w3 flock back to ’£T @€;:
the land of Israel from the four corners of the earth. While some ofé:'w- |
the E&ophets speak of the political power of the Jews in this context,

the majority regard the purpose of redemption as the establishment
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of those conditions necessary for the peace and security of é_i‘l__;_:fatlj_;ms,
To be sure, the nations «=I31 exalt Israel, but they =71 do so.because
they recognize its spiritual superiority and ethical qualities, and

not because of any deference to political power.

What most excites the imagination of the ProPhets in contemplating
the Messianic future is the material and spiritual bliss that awaits
mankind in general, and the Jewish people in particular. Those of
the Prophet:s who emphasize material concerns focus on the abolition
of war, harmony in the animal kingdom, the fecundity of nature, and
the lengthening of human life. The majority of the prophets, however,
place greater emphasis on sPiritﬁal welfare which embraces the knowledge
of God,and the capacity, brbught about by the creation of a new heart

and a new spirit, to practice justice and mercy. In a redeemed world,

7_7

the Eorah «1 existgin perpetuity, thus assuring the perpetuity of 5
the people of Israel.

While the specifics of the Messianic age as conceived by the

Brophets can be readily described, it is more difficult to outline&‘.@&;,*:;iii‘a.

their views of the role of the personal Messiah., From the variety of
the opinions expressed in the Brophetic ﬁri.tings, it “©S*Clear that the
belief in a Messianic personality had == established itself,in

embryonic form during the Biblical period. Thus, some of the ?rc)phets

i i
|

make no mention of a human Messiah, but rather present God as the &fi. . /.

¥ Y

redeemer., Still others refer to a collective Messiah, the Kingdom of :

the house of David. A number of the %mphets (Hosea, Isaiah, Micah,

+f
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Jeremiah and Zecharia),,do sﬁgak of a personal Messiah, andﬁgé at-
tribute to him the most lofty spirituai and ethical qualitie#.
Thus, he is wise and understanding, righteous and humble, and
filied with the fear of God. A descendent of the house gf David,
the Messiah is the King of the redeemed Jewish people in both the
political and spiritual realms. He is also, because of his rightedus-
ness and freedom from sin, the King of the nations of the world,
which turn to him in order to learn God's teachings. The Messiah,
in sum, is a towering figure, and, as such, is appropriate to the
glories of the Messianic age.

The Biblical writings contain, in broad outline, the central
elements of the Messianic idea as it came to be defined in the
classical Jewish tradition. These elements were fleshed out and
given various emphases by the Rabbis during the Talmudic period,
thus providing the basis for the later medieval discussion in which

Maimonides was the central participant. The great tragedies which

occured at the beginning of Talmudic times, particularly the destruc--
tion of the Temple and the defeat of Bar Cochba, brought to the

fore deep Messianic yearnings to which the Rabbis addressed them-

selves., Since they were organic rather than systematic thinkers,

however, the Rabbis did not pattern their views into @ coherent ;?
wholeg, but rather presented them in numerous aphoriséms which are . fiL{h-H
scattered throughout the vast corpus of Rabbinic literature. None-

theless, certain basic trends of thought are evident, and two,at

least, merit specific attention.
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Whereas the EEOPhets place primary emphasis on the nature of

the Messiénic age, the Rabbis lay particular stress on the personality
of fhe Messiah, Thié is true to the eﬁtent that in Rabbinic usage
"days of the Messiah" replaceg the Biblical phrase 'end of days'" as
the reference term for Messianic times. The Rabbis simply cannot
envision a Messianic future without the personal Messiah, since,

in their view, he stands at the very center of the drama of redemp -
tion. To be sure, the Messiah remains within the bounds.ofhuman
nature, but he clearly defines its outer limits. Klausner expresses
this point as follows:'"He is,., the first of the hﬁman race and the
chosen of his nation, As -the chosgdof his nation, who is also the
choicest of the human race, he must needs be crowned with all the
highest virtues to which mortal man can attain." Thus the Messiah,
in the Rabbinic writings, exemplifies both physical and spiritual

perfection. With respect to might and authority, and with respect

to holiness and goodness, he is the optimum human personality.

M e TV

Here, then, an embryonic Biblical idea has been brought to compleﬁe a i
fruition.
The Rabbis' exultation of the personal Messiah is no doubt . 5

related to the suffering that the Jewish people experienced during ﬁﬁ.ﬁi

“rl
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the Talmudic period. The sense of loss occasioned by the elimination . i+ .
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of the T:mple and national independence fostered a need for a com- T

pensatory Jewish ''superman" to whom the powerless Jews could turn

- R
in hope. Likewise, these historical experiences leanabbis, in &
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contrast to the Qrophets, to speculate at length on the “sigﬁs" of
the coming of the Messiah. Some of the Rabbinic figures, basing
themselves on Biblical texts, point to specific dates. Others
of the Rabbis emphasize such "birth pangs of the Messiah' as poverty,
P
immorality, ignorance of Torah, breakdown of family authority
h—= 4
and general anarchy. The prevalent view among the Rabbis, however, which
closely follows the BroPhetic position, is that the Messiah's coming

is linked to the repentence of the Jews. In this connection, some

- of the Rabbis speak of the sufficiency of a single day of national

repentence, while others stress the full observance of one or two
Sabbaths. In either case, however, we are dealing, as in the matter
of the personality of the Messiah, with a Rabbinic extension of a
Biblical idea.

Having examined in outline form the development of the Messianic
idea in the Biblical and Talmudic periods, we are in a position to
appreciaté Maimonides' inéistence that the belief in the Messiah
is a cardinal principle of Jewish faith. By his_tine&faéssianic
beliefqg had been woven into the very fabric of Judaism, and Maimonides
was thus confirming authoritatively what was already taken for granted
by the masses of Jews. Other medieval Jewish philosophers, such as
Joseph Albo and Hasdai Crescas, might dispute Maimonides' claim as
to the indispensable nature of the belief in the Messiah, but such
a position found little or no echo in the larger Jewish community.

On the contrary, in dealing with the Messianic idea, Maimonides

found himself engaged in an effort to dampen the flames of Messianic

.'Ii
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enthusiasm, This is true of the Jewish philosophers of the Middle
Ages in general, who,.while they retained the main elements of the
traditional view of both the personal Messiah and the Messianic age,
attempted to pare down the more fanciful, matefialistic and super-
natural notions that had cgptivated the popular imagination. That
this was Maimonides' intent becomes apparent when one examines the
specifics of his discussion of the Messianic idea.

What is most striking about the way that Maimonides treats
both the Messiah himself and the characteristics of the Messianic
age is his emphasis on the natural and the spiritual, as against
the supernatural and the material. Thus, he insists that the only
difference between the period of the Exile and the Messianic age
is that in the latter time the Jews will live in the Holy Land, and
will not be subject to the nations. Rather, they will be ruled by
a great philosopher-King who will be known world-wide for his vast
knowledge. Interpreﬁing all the Rabbinic statements to the contrary
as figurative expressions, Maimonides stresses that in the Messianic
future there will be no radical changes in the natural order. Human
labor, inequality, and death will remain realities of life. On the
other hand, an increased bountifulness of nature, combined with
the absence of war, will make possible conditions of general pros-
perity and longevity that will permit people to seek spiritual

bliss. Specifically, this means, according to Maimonides, that the

central preoccupation of mankind will be the quest for the knowledge
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of God through the study of the Torah and the complete observance
of the commandments. These pursuits constitute the ultimate good,

and their realization is the true Messianic fulfillment.

"... and, though he tarry..." -- Why has the Messiah not yet ap-

peared? Only God, of course, ié in a position to respond adequately
to this question, Jews, viewing the ongoing historical process

from the perSpectivé of Jewish faith, can only bear witness to

the fact that the Messiah's coming is an event that is yet to be
consummated in the future. Bearing witness, however, is never a
simple task, and given the remarkable energizing power of the
Messianic idea, there has always been the temptation for Jews to
give themselves up to those who claim that the Messianic age has
dawned. Thus, the pages of Jewish history are filled with numerous
examples of pseudo-Messianic movements, many of which have won the
allegience of large numbers of Jews. Of these, the most important,
of course, is Christianity,-which stakes out a fundamental claim

to be the fulfillment of Judaism's Messianic idea. The insistance 5

that Jesus is the Messiah is the central and indispensible doctrine

on which Christianity stands or falls, This was the case more
than nineteen hundred years ago and remains so today. Through- (- _ |
out this whole period, needless to say, Jews have steadfastly go o &

rejected Christianity's Messianic claim, For Jews to do otherwise -
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would be to deprive Judaism of its very raison d'etre. Why, from

a Jewish point of view, Christianity is simply one, albeiﬁ the
most important, of many pseudo-Messianisms is, there fore, a.
matter of central importance for Jewish self-understanding.

While there are numerous particular objections that Jews have
to Christianity's claim that Jesus is the Messiah, two stand out as
being of fundamental importance. The most basic of all objections
arises from insistance of the classical Jewish tradition that
success or failure is the final arbiter 6f a Messianic claimant's
authenticity. The Messiah's role, as we have seen, is to bring
redemption both to the Jewish people and the rest of humanity.

If, therefore, history continues along its normal course, and

evil and suffering remain central to the human condition, it is
clear that the Messiah has not come. It hardly merits saying in
this context that the tragic elements of life have been all too
present in history during the last nineteen-hundred years. Judging
from what has transpired in the twentieth century, i.e., Auschwitz
and Hiroshima, one might even want to argue that things have gone
from bad to worse. In any case, however, it is apparent that
Jesus' Messiahship is refuted by the state of the world and by

the normal lives of his own adherents. Without meaning to be
facetious, it may be said that, from a Jewish perspective, the
ultimate proof that Jesus is not the Messiah is writ large in the

headlines of daily newspapers,
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The second fundamental objection that Jews have to Christian-
ity's Messianic claim relates to the matter of JeSus'.bﬁpposed
divinity. Christians assert that the Messiah (Jesus) who has
come is human, but is at the same time completely divine, one of
the person of the trinity that is God. Jesus is thus not simply
the Messiah, but the Messiah-God who is variously referred to as
""Son of God," "Logos,'" '"Lord," and "God-man," To Jews, of course,
all of this is totally unacceptable. To be sure, the classical
Jewish tradition regards the Messiah as the central actor in the
drama of redemption, and thus as a unique and, according to some,
optimum human being. He does exemplify both physical and spiritual
perfection, which are necessary for his task as God's agent. The
key point, however, is that the Messiah, as far as Judaism is
concerned, remains within bounds of humanity. While it may ap-
pear that the difference between Judaism and Christianity on this
matter is onlyquantitative,ize., @ matter of degree, there is,
in fact, a fundamental qualitative issue at stake., From a Jewish
point of view, the Christian claim that Jesus is divine constitutes
a profoundly jarring infringement on absolute monotheism. In
Jewish belief nothing and no one that can be seen are God, although
everything and everyone are His creations. Thus, while the unity
of God is in no way infringed upon by the Jewish Messiah, it iﬁ,

at a minimum, obscured by the Christian Messiah, Jews,'therefore,
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have no other choice but to reject the Christological Jesus,
Because of the irreconcilable nature of the Messianic claims
of Judaism and Christianity, it is too much to expect that there
can be such a thing as an "objective' assessment of the Jewishness
of Jesus., Discussions of this topic, whether pro or con; are
inevitably shaped by the investigator's own religious commitment,

o
For €=t very reason, Trude Weiss-Rosmarin's Judaism and Christianity:

The Differences commends itself to our attention, since it is

forthright in its aim of providing a Jewish perspective on Jesus,
By "Jewish,'" Rosmarin means the classical Biblical-Rabbinic
tradition, and it is her contention that when this yardstick is
employed Jesus appears as.most decidedly '"un-Jewish." Among the
many points she cites in support of her contention the following
merit particular mention:

a, Whereas the Biblical Prophets and the Rabbinic teachers
never teach in their own names or on their own authority, Jesus
does so, stressing his personal opinions as against the:-authority
of the Torah.

b. While the Prophets castigate their contemporaries for
their sins, they do not take it upon themselves to provide for-
giveness, This is in line with Judaism's belief that God alone
has the power to forgive. Jesus, on the other hand, arrogates
to himself the powers of forgiving sins.

c. Both the Prophets and Jesus are said to perform miracles.

The Prophets, however, invariably stress that they are merely acting:
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as God's instruments, and that the credit for the miracles is due
not to them but to God. This is not true of Jesus, who claims
to command Divine powers, including the ability to perform miracles.
d. There is an ascetic quality to Jesus' teachings that is
foreign to the Jewish tradition. Jesus proclaims that his Kingdom
is not of this world, and thus is able to idealize poverty. Like-
wise, he advocates celibacy and prohibits divorce except in the
case of adultery. Jesus also disparages family ties of any kind.
e. While Jesus claims to be an upholder of Jewish religious
law, he disregards and violates it in a number of important ways.
Thus, both he and his disciples break the Sabbath rest by engaging
in forbidden activities. Jesus, on a few occasions, discloses
his contempt for the dietary regulations. He also violates the
laws regarding public fasts and communal prayers.
Based on the specifics of her analysas, Rosmarin reaches
the following conclusion as to the Jewishness of Jesus:
These examples of Jesus' hostile opposition to
and non-conformance with basic Jewish laws and
accepted principles, customs and ceremonies should
prove conclusively that the title of "Rabbi"
cannot be applied to him., Jesus, in fact, was
opposed to and attacked all and everything the
Rabbis of his time stood for. He opposed them
not only in regard to some minor details and
aspects of the Law but on principle and un-
qualifiedly... In all important respects Jesus
placed himself in opposition to the faith in
which he was born, It is therefore idle and

futile to make room for him in Judaism which
he himself rejected in theory and practice..."



"I will wait daily for his coming' - For whom rggs présént day
Jews wait =3 in hopeful expectation? To raise this question is to
turn from the theoretical to the actual, from the historical to the
contemporary. Thus far our focus has been the classical Jewish
tradition which antedates modermiity.. But what of the modern;ex-
perience itself, and its import on Jewish belief? Contemporary
Jews, after all, are products of modernity, and their view of the
Messianic idea, like their view of everything else, has been deeply
effected by modernisﬁ catagories of thought. The fact of the matter
is that present day Jews, in the majority, do not anticipate the
coming of1%~personal Messiah., This, of course, is not the case
with traditional Jews, and particularly the Orthodox. The bulk of
Jews, however, even among religious believers, reject the idea of =
the personal Messiah, while they retain a belief in some kind of
Messianic age. Why this is so, and why a reconsideration of the -
classical position might well be appropriate, are matters that merit
close attention. Fortunately, in dealing with them, we have the
brilliant analyses of Steven Schwarzschild (''The Personal Messiah -
Towards the Restoration of a Discarded Doctrine' Judaism, 1956;
"The Messianic Doctrine in Contemporary Jewish Thought' Great

Jewish Ideas (Washington, 1964) ) to guide us. Schwarzschild has

systemmatically examined the reasons for the modernist rejection
of the personal Messiah, and finding fault with them, has strongly

advocated a return to the classical Jewish belief.
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ect of the Jewish-Christian argument that merits
is the use of Biblical proof texts in emrow
rate that Jesus is the Messiah. From a Jewish
h an attempt must necessarily be fruitless,
hship of Jesus is refuted by his claim tb

> continued presence of evil and suffering in
he specific proof texts, they are gleanings
lleable body of Biblical literature, that has
pseudo-Messianic, to "prove'" the validity of
fice it to say that Jews' regard the Christian
the Bible as misguided, and, at times, even

to prove that Jesus is the Messiah, Christians
t specific passages in a sense diametrically
aing given them by the Jewish tradition. Thus,
rstanding of the "Old Testament" transformé
iadically different and un-Jewish book. Recog-

Jews reject Jesus, and continue to await the
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Schwarzschild points to three basic reasons why beginning in
the early nineteenth century the belief in the personal Meééiﬁh
began to lose its hold on Jews. Some of these reasons continue to
be of direct influence today, but in their origins the§ were all
bound up with the impact of the Enlightenment and Jewish Emancipation
on Jewish life and thought. To the newly emancipated Jews of"
Western Europe, for example, the classical belief ﬁeemed overlaid
with nationalistic overtones that threatened to E;E%gg the full
integration of Jews into European society. This was so because
the idea of the personal Messiah was tied to the hope for the eventual
return of the Jews to the Holy Land, and could thus be seen as im-
plying the alien charactef of Jews in the countries in which they
lived, To many Jews it seemed that to retain the belief in the
Messianic perSOnaliﬁy was to play directly into the hands of those
anti-Semites who argued against Jewish emancipation on the grounds
that Jews could not and would not be full fledged citizens. A
ma jor reason for the depersonalization of the Messiah, therefore,
was that '"personal' was taken to be synonymous with ''political",
and more specifically with '"mational."

The ''dual loyality" issue that Schwarzschild is describing

has a quaint historical ring today, and is no longer taken seriously j;;_ﬁ
by contemporary Jews. The State of Israel has become a reality, .
and both Jews and non-Jews readily accept the fact that the former
have strong attachments to the Holy Land. Schwarzschild, however,

i

goes a step further and makes the important point that whether ome i
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does or does not believe in the personal Messiah has nothing whatever.
to do with nationalism, As he states the matter: "Theoretically,
there is no reason why the personal Messiah must mean Jewish
nationalism and the Messianic age must mean universalism, It is
just as possible, logically, to believe that the Messianic person
will bring universal redemption... and that the Messianic sfagg in
human history will bring with it_the national restoration of Israel..."
This, of course, explains why it was possible before the creation
of the State of Israel for some Reform leaders, who did not believe
in the personal Messiah, to be strong Zionists, and for some Orthodox
leaders, who most certainly did accept the classical belief, to
oppose Jewish nationalism.

Many of the same Jews who viewed the idea of the personal
Messiah as politicaily troublesome likewise regarded it as theologically
embarrassing. The Messianic concept, as I have indicated earlier,
was never merely an abstraction, On the contrary, it was a pulsating
reality that continuously shaped the lives of individual Jews and
the scattered Jewish communities. Hence, the periodic outburst of
pseudo-Messianic movements, many of which, in their antinomianism

and other excesses were extremely unsettling in terms of the stability

2
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of Jewish life. Since these movements always centered around a £} "

specific individual who claimed to be the Messiah, it seemed clear toj{
e, Ut I X
those Jews who wished to appear, particularly:E3 non-Jews, as rational

enlightened and "modern", that it was necessary to remove the theological



precondition which might lead to the recurrence of enthusiastic
Messianic claims, Here, then, was a second reason for rejecting
the belief in the personal Messiah.

In responding to the issue of pseudo-Messianism and its re-
lationship to the idea of the Messianic personality, Schwarzschild
contends that to depersonalize the Messiah on this ground is to
indulge in a classic instance of throwing out the baby with the
bath water. Any idea, he points out, can be abused, but that is
hardly .a valid reason for rejecting the true together with the
false. To do so consistantly, would be to end up rejecting all
ideas, since each and every one is open to potential or actual abuse.
Furthermore, Schwarzschild argues, pseudo-Messianism, while certainly
extremely dangerous, is not necessarily an unambiguous evil. A
strong case can be made for the argument that it is precisely
periodic pseudo-Messianic outbursts which have preserved the
Messianic belief as a living reality of Jewish faith. On this
point, Schwarzschild quotes the words of Franz Rosenzweig, which
because of their poetic beauty and theological insight may be cited
at length:

"The expectation of the coming of the Messiah,

by which and because of which Judaism lives, would
be a meaningless theologumenon, a mere idea in the
philosophical sense, empty babble, if the appearance
again and again of a false Messiah did not render

it reality and unreality, illusion and disillusion,
The false Messiah is as old as the hope for the

true Messiah., He is the changing form of this

changeless hope. He separates every Jewish -
generation into those whose faith is strong enough

to give themselves up to an illusion, and those
whose hope is so strong that they do not allow

themselves to be deluded. The former are the
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better, the latter the stronger. The former bleed
as victims on the alter of the eternity of the
people, the latter are the priests who perform
the service at this alter. And this goes on
until the day when all will be reversed, when the
belief of the believers will become truth, and
the hope of the hoping a lie."
Rosenzweig's statement, Schwarzschild concludes, stands as a warn-
ing against facile attempts at finding theological shortcuts.

The third reason that Schwarzschild cites for the modernist
rejection of the personal Messiah is without doubt the most relevant
today in that it reflects the thinking of a large majority of con-
temporary Jews, As moderns, and thus as heirs of the Enlighten-
ment tradition, contemporary Jews tend to be optimists in regard
to their view of human nature. They see man as being a rational
creature who can be counted on to shape his own destiny in a pro-
gressively improving world. This optimistic assessment of the nature
of man, which has been dominant in Jewish thinking since the time
of the Emancipation, has, of course, direct implications relative
to the belief in the persomal Messiah., The Messiah, after all,
is both logically and historically a product of need. In the
former sense, the anticipation of his coming implies that man by
himself cannot achieve a perfect society, and that redemption,
therefore, is a miracle brought about by God through the instru-
mentality of His agent, 1In the latter sense, it is clear, as we

have seen, that as the circumstances of the Jews become worse the

Messiah assumed a more central role in Jewish thinking about the
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drama of redemption., Quite obviously, therefore, an optimistic view
of man's capabilities will lead to a fundamental reconsideration of
the very necessity.for the personal Messiah, This was the case
early in the nineteenth century when the leaders of Reform Judaism
substituted the phrase '"brings redemption" for 'brings a redeemer"
in the first blessing of the Eighteen-Prayer., While linguistically
minor, this change is doctrinally major, in that it implies that
man can be the agent of his own redemption, and, without God's ihter-
vention, can bring about the Messianic age. This belief, whether
it is called "liberalism', "humanism', or "perfectionism', continues
to have a strong appeal for moderns down to the presenﬁ time, if
for no other reason than that it is highly flattering to those who
affirm it,

In addressing himself to the issue of the irrelevance of the
personal Messiah within the context of the modermist outlook,
Schwarzschild reverses the argument by maintaining that it'is pre-
cisely that outlook which is irrelevant. It is simply absurd, he
maintains, to view man as a rational creatﬁre who can perfect both
himself and his world., History itself has refuted such a view:

'"We have learned for a fact that the nineteenth century was profoundly
wrong in its vast overestimation of the social abilities of man,

If persecution, pogroms, and oppression are indeed the rationale

for Messianism, then our age is, and by right ought to be, the most

Messianic age of all in the history of Israel." Against the back-
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ground of the Holocaust it is mere '"pie in the sky'" theorizing to
imagine that human history is progressing on its own momentum to-
ward the Messianic age., If it is difficult to conceive of one ex-
traordinary individual (the Messiah) accomplishing the humanly im-
possible, Schwarzschild asks, how much more so is it to believe

that great numbers of people will be able to achieve it? Schwarzschild
is careful to emphasize that the classical Jewish tradition demands
that man exert himself to the full “&’é‘a""&ﬁ‘f concerns, (This is a
direct outgrowth of the Biblical czd-ihg Rabbinic preoccupation with
repentence), There is all the difference in the world, however,
between a necessary and a sufficient, a partial and an exclusive,

&= a preliminary and an ultimate, role in establishing the Messianic
fé&iés. The whole matter is égzggg5§¥§ﬂsummarized by Schwarzschild

as follows:

"Implied in the [classical] conception of the Messianic
age is the recognition that God will cause semething

to be brought about that ought to be and must be brought
about which, however, human beings by themselves cannot
bring about. If man could achieve the goal of the
perfectly good life by himself, God's intervention
would not be needed... Man, [however] , left to his

own devices cannot attain the fulfillment that God

has set for him... At best man is limited and fallible,
and at worst sinful. If man's destination, on the
other hand, is perfection, this perfection cannot,
therefore, in its nature, be brought about by man,

It must be accomplished by God. To say this is

simply a somewhat circumlocutory way of saying that
human salvation is a miracle, something which by the
laws of nature and logd€ is impossible, That a single
human person should be the instrument through which
this miracle is to be performed is simply another way
of underlining its miraculous nature,"

€
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As the Rabbis said: '"When here below we do a little (as much as

possible), God above will complete it,"

* :_;_‘:"1 s * % -

The last word, like the first word, on the Messianic idea belongs

to Maimonides:

"Concerning these things... none knows how they
will be until they occur. For the prophets veil
these things, and the sages have no tradition
concerming them save what they have deduced from the
Scriptures, and so herein their opinion is divided,
At any rate, neither the order of this event nor

its details are the root of faith. Rather...

wait and trust in the matter as a whole, as we

have expounded,"

Ay N
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bodies in the community.

3. While there are grounds for vigilance and concern, it would be a
mistake to respond in over-kill, generating needless hysteria:. e
have some reports of individual conversions -- and they, of course,
merit our earnect and active concern -- but there is as yet no evidence
of substantial impact on Jewish youth.

L, JEWS FOR JESUS groups often seek to exploit Jewish holidays and symbols--
in Miami Beach, they sponsored a Chanul:ah celebration in honor of Israel's
25th anniversary -- and it is appropriate for the organized Jewish commu-
nity todisassociate itself from such occasions and to condemn the public
deception involved in such projects.
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Some things you can do in your community IF THINGS BECOME ACUTE:

A, START A "HOT LINE"

Many people, especially young people susceptible to conversionary efforts,
are lonely people, who desperately want and need someone to talk to. Often,
they are confused about their beliefsand their personal identity. Usually,
they cannot be reached by the Jewish establishment's conventional methods.

A local community could set up a telephone "Hot Line", manned at certain hours
of the day, say from 0:00 PM to Midnight, by rabbis, Jewish professionals,
educators, psychologists, etc., who either know Judaism or who would be willing
to learn enough to respond to the questions they would be getting. In addition,
a list of referral resources would have to be prepared and made available to
those manning the Hot Line.

Besides publishing the Hot Line phone number in the usual journals of the
Jewish community, make certain you take an ad in the local paper and in
vhatever off-beat press and Jewish student press that my exist in your community.

The by-products of this kind of program are endless:

FIRST: those who man the Hot Line will learn something about Jews and Judaism,
SECOND: you will probably end up helping people who call.
THIRD: if you have aveilable some of the literature and information on Jews
and Judaism which is obtainable from Jewish organizations, and distribute
it to those who call, you might deepen their Jewish consciousness.

Of caurse, all of this will take two things vhich might kill the project before it
gets started: Money and personal committment.

B. SET UP A "COFFEE HOUSE" - They are successful!

Make sure it is someplace close to wvhere Jewish youth congregates.
Rabbis, Jewish educators, knowledgeable laymen, could be programmed into it for
"rap" or "shmoos" sessions with the kids.

C, TRY A "WANT TO KNOW WHAT JUDAISM SAYS ABOUTeeecee?"

course for High School youth after school hours some place close to where our

(over)
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Jewish youth gather.

Before settlng up such a course, let a group of young people plan it with you.
Let them tell you what they want to learn.

D. CONSIDER USING A RETIRED RABBI

It might be possible to utilize the services of a retired or emeritus rabbi
living in your community to visit a nearby college or university campus
informally and there to make himself available to "rap" with Jewish students
about issues raisgd on the campus by "Key 73" type operations., Be careful
not to conflict with existing Hillel rebbis or programs.

My office and our Department of College Youth are working closely with one another
on this issue. Please keep in touch with us. On the local level make certain

you coordinate your efforts with the rest of the Jewish comminity, either through
the Community Relation Council®s or Federations or other synagogues.
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Key 73 Ask ]ews to Join Effort

The author is a member of the
Dmah Kcy 73 Committee.

i By Albert Holdarf
It was gratifying to learn through the news
that the Jewish Community no ionger skes the
Key 73 program of the Christian community as
a threat to jts well-being.
With this barrier Hfted the Jewish

It is historically true that behind the organ-
jzation of any society in the wurld is a set of-
beliefs, a faith or religion that, for good or
bad, motivates the people and ‘determines
their actions. One cannot really understand
much that happens in the world without having
an understanding of the beliefs that motivate
the people. ’ :

* This is ebvious today in -the

' Middle East, in Ireland, in India, in Africa and
[n the Communist countries. What happens in
Russia, -r instance — the attitude it has to-
wardoﬂ:erp&uplesanﬂ nations, its .deas .l
what is right and true - all are the product of
a set of beliefs embodied in communism — the

" prevailing state “religion.” :

* ¥ h

H;st.onans agree that the United States was
established on the foundatiom stone of man’s
belie? in God as revealed in the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition. More specifically, it is doubtful
that this nation could have been brought into
being on its founding principles before the Re-

_ intg politieal

_ founded a new nation.
.- Alexis de, Tocqueville, the “rench observer
. who came to this country in the 1830s to see
what this new nation, was all about, gerote in

. his “Democracy in America” that *“religion in

America takes no direct part in the govern-
ment of society, but it must be regarded as the
first of ber political institutions, fod-if it does
not impart a taste of freedom it { the
se of it.” And a few lines later he added that
““] am certain that 'hey (th . -meticans} hoi.
feligion to be indispensable to the maintenance
of republican institutions.”
james Russell Lowell was once asked how
long he thought the United States would last.

oman & Woreo /éuw '

tire state.

Drawing on the experience of history, that na-
tlons decline when they abandon their founding
faith or philosophy, he replied that *‘the United
States willendure as long as the Ideals ang
principles of its founding remain in the hei
of the peoplé.”

* *

%*
In the name of freedom of religion we are
fast developing a national atmosphere of free-
dom from religion, thereby cutting ourselves
off from our founding philosophy and faith. We
aré trying to develop a cut-flower society —
assuming we can continue to have the fruits of
the tree of the American way of life without
maintaining and feeding the roots.

For some years we have beem at-
templting to 8 substitute faith
based on the ideas of freedom and de- -
mocracy as objects of devotion.

While this concept may be attractive to

-

many people, the fact is that it has no power — | °
the power so badly needed to raily and unify our|’

I'Aﬁother Point of View.l'

people. Defying freedom and democracy as ulti-

mates precludes the establishmert of . casonable.

order so necessary for peace and progress. .
Meanwhile the evidence accumulates

this nation is in trouble today to the degree tof *

which our founding religious principles fail to
motivate us and detennme the quality of our
actions.

Moral decline reflected in progressive deteri-
oration of respect for the lives and property of
others, violence, lack of goodwill, excessive con-
flict between groups
citizenis, individual and group selfishness, indif-
ference to continuing encroachment of massive

government on the rights of the individual, ac-|.

ceptanca of government as the principle agent of
responsibility for whatever needs to hapgm—e
all this and more attests to an al.armms

the United States. The purpase of Key 73 is to|

spiritual renewal in the lives of the
peapleddﬂscmmwhdpmgthmdsm
a personal; working and living relationship with

meGodwhncmatedthem,BmlfK 73 is a|"
orts could be|"
the salvation of this nation as a free and demo-| -

success a secondary result of its efforts

crafic society.
Theyexpressed and implied hope of Key 3 is
that whomhzeﬂuneedandvalw of refi-

gion i) hves-quu-paupiejnmin umatyﬁr

effort.

Comments on this page reflect
- diverse points of view which are not
necessarily those of The World-

Herald

of supposedly enlightened|
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Commussion on Interfaith Activities

A Joint Commission of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Central Conference of American Rabbis
and the Jewish Chautaugqua Society
838 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10027 » (AREA 212) 248-0100

Dirscior: RABBI BALFOUR BRICKNER

January 31, 1973
TFROM: Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Director
TO: All Interested Parties
SUBJECT: Response to "Key '73": Resource Kit

As the impact of the "Key 73" operation becomes more evident,
our office receives many requests for help.

To aid you in responding to "Key 73", we have prepared a basic
Resource Kit, which is outlined on the sheet attached. We urge
you to order it for yourself, for your congregation, and to send
it to interested persons,

The "Suffering Servant" passages from Isaiah, particularly Chapter 53,
are frequently quoted by Christian missionaries as an example of

how the Hebrew Bible predicted the coming of Jesus. Many of our
adults and youth do not know how to respond to this assertion.

We have therefore prepared a short, popular explanation of this
matter., It is done briefly and in mimeo form, so you can either
order it from us in bulk at no charge, or reproduce it yourself.

We are working on a similar response for Isaiah 7.ll, the difference
between "Jewish law" and "Christian Love" and other gquestions,

which are frequently asked of Jews.

In the meantime, contact our office for whatever additional help
you feel we can give you.

F WK N WK K KR KR KK

The following are some policy suggestions which we believe may
provide some general guidance in community relations regarding

"Key 73 ":

1. It is wrong to condemn "Key 73" per se as 2 program aimed
at Jews. "Key 72" is designed to bring the entire country
to Christ. Jews are incidental to the major campaign,
although of course we are the special targets of groups
like Beth 5ar Shalom and other such bodies specifically
organized to convert Jews.

2. When the State -- as represented by the Mayor, City Council,
or the public school system -- endorses "Key 73" and participates
in its program, there arises a violation of church-state
separation which should be opposed by the Jewish community,
hopefully in cooperation with other civie and religious




UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
Commission on Intertaith Activities
836 Fifth Ave.

New York, New York 10021

ORDER FORM DATE

Please send the following:

QUANTITY TITEM COST
PAMPHLET: Popular Studies in Judaism
The Synagogue through the Ages, Rabbi D, Jacobson $.25/.20 for
100
The Jewish Prayerbook, Rabbi S, Freehof $.25 "
Jewish Ethics, Rabbi 5, Schulman $.25 "
What is Reform Judaism?, Rabbi S, Freehof $:25 *
The Concept of a Chosen People in Judaism &
Christianity, Rev. James Parker $.25 "
The Jewish Idea of God, Rabbi S, Cohon §:25 ™
JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES: Biblical concept of
Jerusalem, Dr. Shemaryahu Talmon $.20
REPRINTS:
Re-Judaizing Christianity, Rabbi R. Gordis Free
The Messianic Hope, Norman Gottwald Free
Are Jews the Chosen People?, Rabbi B, Briclmner $.50
Theological Anti-Semitism in the New Testament,
R. Reuther Free
Judaism-New Look or Ancient Faith, Rabbi B, Brickner Free
End to the Christian-Jewish Dialogue, A. Roy Eckhardt Free
An Interreligious Guide to Passover and Easter,
Rabbi Brickner ' $1.00
Christian Beliefs & Anti-Semitism, Charles Block &
R. Stark Free
REFLECTIONS: What can a Jew Believe about Jesus-and
5till remain a Jew? - M, Barth $.25/.15
in bulk

REFLECTIONS: The Meaning of the Crucifixion,
Hayim Greenberg



quarrrry
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PLEASE ENCLOSE CHECK FOR ITEMS DESIRED., WE CANNOT BILL. ' L
NAME CONGREGATIOM
(please print)
ADDRESS
CITY & STATE

ORDER SHEET

TTEM

If Jesus visited a modern synagogue,
Rabbi Joshua Haberman

Answering your questions about Jews & Judaism,
Rebbi Barnett Brickner

Is Key '73 anti-semitic?- Richard Gelwick
SYMPOSTUM:

Christian-Jewish Relations, Rabbis J, Pearlson and
M, Rothman, and Drs. F. Littel and Elwyn A, Smith

TEXTS:

Christians and Jews: The Tragic Past & the Hopeful
Future, Roland DeCorneille

The Rediscovery of Judaism, John M, Oesterreicher

UAHC STATEMENTS:

Resolution on Christian "Missions"

Reform Judaism article: "Evangelical Christianity
Rears Up at Us Again"”, Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath's statement

Kit (including all of the material listed)

¥R K X XK KX KK XK ENRRXFEXX KRN

ZIP CODE

Free

$.15

Free

$ .50

$1.75
$ .20
Free

Free (limited)
supply
Free

$5.95




Suggestions for Further Reading

Jacobs, Louis, Principles of the Jewish Faith (New York,; 1964)

Klausner, Joseph, The Messianic Idea in Israel (New York, 1955)

Sandmel, Samuel, We Jews and Jesus (NEw York 1965)

Schoeps, Hans, The Jewish—Ch;istian Argument (New York, 1963).

Schwarzschild, Steven, '""The Personal Messiah-Toward the Restoration
of a Discarded Doctrine' Judaism Spring, 1956, pp. 123-35

, "The Messianic Doctrine in Contemporary
Jewish Thought" Great Jewish Ideas, ed. Abraham Millgram
(Washington, 1964) PP. ~237-59 . :

Sllver Abba Hillel, A History of Messianic Speculation in Israel
(Boston 1963) i

Weiss Rosmarin, Trude, Judaism and Christianity: The Differences
(New York 1965) :
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NEW COMMITTEE
PORTFOLIOS, CHRISTIAN
PROSELYTIZING

The Community Relations
Commitiee of the Jewish Welfare
Federation held its first meeting in
February, with new membership
end under new chairman Allen
Shapiro. Past chairman Harland
Britz has stepped down in order to
assume the presidency of EOPA.
The committee members and their
portfolios are: Education and
Information — Gordon Hirsch and
Charles Helbum, Jr.; Israel

Anniversary — Paul Goldner and
. Nathan Miller; Key '73 — Richard

- -Neller; Local Anti-Semitism —

Allen * Shapiro and Howard
. Friedman; Soviet Jewry — Bruce
Siet’ and Nsathan Miller; Other

. Minorities and Jews - Vincent

Nathan and Doris Lehman;
. Intra-Community and Interfaith
. Activities — Harland Britz, Rabbi

Pearlmutter, Roy Treuhaft and Al

Levinson; without porifolio —

Jack Gallon.

The Community Relations

is particularly

that public school administrators
in Toledo and suburban school
systems in this area may be
insensitive to the probléms posed
~ by Christian proselytizing efforts
within the schools. This concern is
heightened by announced efforts

. w—
U [' ) X N
— ik, A P s e
. . S

Allen Shapiro

on the part of some groups to make
concerted proselytizing efforts
during 1973 and the fear that some
of this activity may spill over into
public schools if indeed it has not

already done s0.
With this in mind, the CRC has
created a spccial ad hoe

committee, headed by Vincent
Nathan, to bring this matter to
the attention of appropriate

———

Page 21

school officials in Tuledo, Ottawa
Hills, Sylvania, and other school
systems. The committee hopes
that interested persons (parents or
students) will share information
and concerns which they have
about this matter with a member
of the subcommittee, who may be
reached through the Federation
Office (241-8111). The CRC,
needless to say, views any school
sponsored or approved efforts at
religious conversion with the
utmost gravity and intends to
bring the concerns of the Jewish
community before public school

administrators in an effective
manner.

In addition to the special ad
hoc committee, the CRC is

continuing many activities already
in operation and welcomes
opinion on these and other
activities, '

This column will be a regular
featurc of the Toledo Jewish
News and will serve as a forum to
report on the activities of the
CRC and to zir opinion on those
activitics.
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T\he American Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56th Street
New York 22, New York

Date March 5, 1973

FROIM: RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
TO: Rert Gold

~ Please circulate to:

For Approval

For Your Information

e
_____ Please Handle

—— Read and Return
Returned as Requcated

Telephone Me

Your Comments, Please

?
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the Jews who had lost nhiis Job and who was hoping to
obtain permissson to leave the country for Israel,

The situation in Russia is more difficult due to the

new ransom law, now officially in effect. In order to
be more cffective In combatting the Soviet Jewry problem,
the local committee Is organizing a San Jose Chapter

of the Bay Area Council on Soviet Jewry. A hot-line

has been established (many months ago) to obtain the

most current information on the Soviet Jewry problem,

By calling Tel. 585-2033, San Francisco a recorded
message, which changes every several days, conveys the
updated information, Gerald Daniel reported that members
of Cong: Beth David signed cards to the US Concress
regarding Soviet Jewry. Rosa Lee Fox displayed

a full page ad in the form of a petition placed in the "
New York Times by the Academic Committee on Soviet

Jewry., The petition was to Kosygin.

Long Range Planning"

To state objectives of the JCRC. Functions and respon-
sibilities - relationship to the Federation, A suggestion
was made that Chairman Nat Kallman prepare a report

to the JCRC on the status of activities In this area

and present to JCRC for discussion by members.

It was suggested that the problem of Christmas in the
school should be a continuing endeavor the the JCRC.

It was felt by several members, who are also teachers

in the Santa Clara County schools, that in spite of

the message sent out by Dr. Glen Hoffmann to low

pedal the Christmas theme in the schools, that teachers
continued in a manner as established in previous

years. It was generally felt that our continued

emphasis on the subject has resulted in subdued Christmas
programs and that perhaps an effort to educate the PTA
groups as well as the principals of schools wauld

pay off.. : %

Key 173

Program for the conversion of people (Jewish youth)

to Christianity. Rabbi Robins concern that the Key !73
program was specifically aimed at the Jewish Communities
here and elsewhere and that if this were the case

it would tend to. upset whatever delicate balance there’
was between the Jewish and non-Jewish communities. -
Continued harrassment to Jews by zealous missionaries
would create irreparable antagonisms and more harm
might be done to community relationships than any
gains. Members discussed a number of viewpoints on
what action should be taken regarding contacting Jewish
youth on campus. It was agreed that the Rabbinical
Council be contacted and furnished with evidence of

the missionary activities should we obtain some. -
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March 20, 1973
Gerald Strober

Burt Siegel

Federation Meeting with Christian Clergymen on Rey '73

As I reported to you during our phone conversation, the meeting between the
local rabbis and Christian clergymen, under the auspices of the Federation,
was held last week, but I'm not quite sure of the results. Mike Gettinger,
the Federation Director, seemed to have only invited "friendly" ministers,
who spent most of the time reassuring the Jews in the room that they did not
support evangelism to begin with, and most certainly not conversion of the
Jews. It was interesting to note that we seemed to know more about Key '73
than most of the Christian clergymen present.

I should also point out that only the reform rabbis accepted Federation's
invitation, so by mo stretch of the imagination could we say that either
religious commmity was well represented. I'm sure a good part of it was a
show for Gettinger's lay people, who were probably impressed by the cordial
relationship between him and the Christian clergymen.

Father Thomas D. Bowers, an Episcopal minister and member of the Executive
Committee of the Christian Council, agreed to take the question of #ssuing

a statement regarding the conversion of the Jews before an Executive Committee
meeting this week. However, Harmon Moore, the Executive Director of the Council,

is somewhat annoyed that Mike did not invite him to the meeting, and this may -r'lll

well effect his attitude about such a statement.

Gettinger tells me that he intentionally did not invite Moore because this
was a “'strategy planning session"” where we could speak honestly, and that
Moore's presence would have inhibited a real sharing of feelings. lle also
claims that Moore was not invited because he is now an agency professional,
rather than a mere clergyman, and that no professionals were supposed to be,
invited. This is also the reason that the NCCJ Director, also a Protestant
clergyman, was not invited. He too was disturbed that a meeting between

Christians and Jews regarding Key '73 was held behind his back, so to speak.

This is another example of the danger of Federation directors playing around
in the community relations game. In some ways, the handling of this meeting
may have caused more damage than good. I will let you know of any further
developments, of course.

TP B e
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Gerald Strober o March 20, 1973 " ﬁt
I look forward to seeing the IAD team in Nashville next week. _
Sest regards. _ '
35: 1€ "
éc! v;(-f.arc Tanenbaum ; ’
Will Katz - A
Samuel Katz -
Isaiah Terman
P.S. I am enclosing a copy of a letter I received from Father Bowers.

R e
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March 15, 1973

<

Mr. Burion Siegel
Area Director
The American Jewish Committee
100 Edgewood Avenue, N.E.
Suite 526

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Dear Burt:

How very much I appreciate your fine letter with the
enclosed attachment. It is my intention to appear beiore the
Ixecutive Commitiee of the Christian Council next Tuesday morn-
ing and to urge the adoption of some such statement by that
boerd. What the outcome will be I do not know, but I cdo know
tnat Dr. Harmon Moore, the Executive Director, was upset that
he had not been invited to our dinner meeting. At any rate,

I will do the best I can.

It was great to be with you for that evening session,
and I do very much look forward to many more such occasions.
It seems to me that such opportunities to share our feelings with
each other are not only worthwhile but necessary.

Thank you again for your fine leiter. God bless you.

Most sincerely,

"

Thomas D. Bowers,
Rector.
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Shout unto the Lord, all the eorth. Serve the Lord with gladness;
Come before His presence with singing. Psalms 100:1.

“Key ’73”--A Threat to Ecumenism

The American Jewish community is off limits to all
proselytizing efforts.

That has been made clear in recent statements by
a number of Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders,
including Evangelical spokesmen.

Their statements have been made in gratifying response
to the increasing concern on the part of many Jews
regarding the “‘Key *73’" campaign.

The campaign is described as ““a nationwide ecumenical
Evanﬁf_};sm campaign designed ‘to call the Continent
to C t’” and ‘to share with every person in'the North
American continent the gospel of Jesus Christ,” ™’

Of special concern has been the fact that some evangelical
groups have tried.to proselytize Jewish students on high
school and college camp.uf‘es. ‘

The most recent disclaimer, the American Jewish
Committee - reported, has come from the Rev. Billy
Graham,

The latter expressed his opposition ‘“‘to all forms of
coercion, intimidation and proselytizing’’ and said that
““God has always had a special relationship with the
Jewish people’’ with whom the Covenant ié eternal,

We live in a nation where each person is guaranteed
freedom to worship as he or she chooses. Any sort
of pressure by any individual or group to subvert, im-
pair or to destroy his or her faith runs counter to our
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT March 13, 1973

S |

Mr, CGerald Strober

Institute of Human Relations
The American Jewish Committee
165 Fast Fifty-3ixth 3Street
New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Strober:

It was good to see you in Pittsburgh at the meeting of the National Council
of Churches. Thanks, too, for your letter of March 7th which came yesterday.
I had olanned to write you, but I left Pittsburgh ill with the "flu" and °
have been at home most of the time since then.

Thanks for the word about the status of the trin to the Soviet Union. Perhans
a word will come in respnonse to Concressman Drinan's communication to
Ambassador Dobryin which will be nositive with regard to the request.

I was glad that wc were able to get the Council to annrove the resolution
oonosing the unfair tactics being used by some of the youths on cammuses
across the country in the Key '73 orogram. It is unthinkable that such actions
as you and others described could be taking nlace in America in 1973. It shows
how far we still have to go before we achieve a decent and good society. But,
we must never give un even if we have to fight on several fronts at the same
time.

I talked with Sister Margaret Ellen Traxler yesterday. She has ccnsented to
give the baccalaureate message to our graduates., Ve should be in for a real
treat!

Best wishes to vou in all your endeavors. I shall look forward to dropning by
your office the next time I am in New York City.

M. K. Curry, Jr,,
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The author is pastor of St. Paul
United Methodist Church in Omaha.

By Dr. Alva H. Clark
Key 73 is an ambitious program with & min-
imum of central direction, designed to stir
Christian individuals, groups and churches to
deeper commitment to the faith which is pro-
fessed. It speaks of “‘Calling Our Continent to
Chbrist.”

Depending upon the basic assump-
tions guiding the work of each Christian
group, it has resulted in a variety of ap-
proaches, some of which are appealing
to a broad representation of churches,
and others which may appeal to a limit-
ed number.

* The Christian churches are learning to ac-
cept such pluralism in their own basic value
system. Instead of expecting everyone to

agree with a given plan, it is understood that

each will approach evangelism in his own way.
Because Key 73 is not a copyrighted
phrase it is used as a cover title for many
“~approaches. It is recognized by all that there
-*are some points at which the Christian witness
will come into conflict with accepted practices
in our everyday culture. At these points, the
Christian recognizes that his value judgment is
in the minority, but he hopes for a wider ac-
ceptance of that peint of view.
* % %
One of the factors involved in Christian wit-
ness which frequently is not recognized is the
importance of listening. The Christian not only
.witnesses to his faith, but he listens to what
, ‘others have to say about that same faith.

It may be that the faith is not “com-
ing through” with the understanding
from which it was originally spoken.

... Therefore, one of the values which may
not have been anticipated by Key 73 in-
| itiators is the message which comes to
Christians from non-Christian [faiths,

and from the “secular world.”

w Key 73 Has Many Paths;
m One: Listening to Others

73 leaders have indicated that the
“‘secular world" is a target of their efforts, but
there has been no agreement about the mes-
sage which would be heard.

Persons of the Jewish faith are not a target
of these efforts, but this has not always been
stated.

* %k % |

Christian groups have fragmented them-
selves into two basic approaches which often
are used to contradict each other. Key 73 is
an attempt to recognize the common concern
which unites these two groups, the “social ac-
tivists™ on the one hand, and those concerned
primarily for personal salvation on the other.

A recent conference on evangelism held in
Bangkok, Thailand, emphasized the idea that | 7o,
the “'social activist” is concerned for personal | (12¢
devotion, piety and valpe as well as social | |13/
change; and that the “evangelical” recog-
nizes the importance of being concerned for
the quality of life upon earth as well as lead-
ing persons to eternal

This beginning of a recognition of commen
interests in proclaiming the Christian faith has
not and probably will not result in a single
approach to Christian understanding.

How, much more important, the:refare, that
we recognize the pluralistic nature of the
spciety in which we live, and take time to
listen to those viewpoints with which we may
differ.

Qur, efforts at “‘witnessing” are directed
primarily to those who claim the name of
“Christian™ without devoting a worthy amount
of time or energy to understanding what that
means.

At the same time we respect fully the ap-
proaches of those who are committed to faiths |
not identified as Christian.

It is important for any group which has a
dominant numerical majority to practice sen- |
sitivity at those points on which attitudes may
become abrasive. The personal and social
problems of our time are sufficiently serious to
merit this sensitivity:

{
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C ...pusCrusade For Christ Has Nine Workers In Area

Campus Crusade for Christ,
an - international evangelism
program conducted by young
persons predominantly for stu-
dents, now has nine full-time
staff members working in St.
Louis area colleges and high
schools,

The major effort is at St
Louis University, said Ropald
L. Wall, director of the group
here. Wall said that about 60
students at the Jesuit university
had “committed themselves to

programs are being conducted
at the Florissant Valley Junior
College and the University of
Missouri at St. Louis.

Wall said there was no con-
tradiction in the fact that the
group was most active at a
Catholic university. He empha-
sized that the evangelism pro-
grams were nondenominational,
ur ging individuals to become
active in their own churches,

C a m pus Crusade programs
include personal witnessing by

who stress “the four spiritual

laws” first circulated 20 years’

ago by Bill Bright, the founder.
Full time staff members now
number about 4000 in 61 coun-
tries. ‘
How staff members are
drawn into the work is illustrat-
ed by the case of Kurt Gebhard
of Brentwood, a recent Univer-
sity of Missouri football letter-
man. In his second year at the
Columbia campus, Gebhard
said, crusaders there “‘gave me

Gu:l;etl':r graduatim!) last ler’mf‘qf“ 3 - ,J’é)"'

Gebhard attended a two-week
training session at the group's
international headquarters in
San Bernardino, Calif.

Like all other crusaders, Geb-
hard must pay for his two-year
ministry through finding spon-
sors in local churches, Heisa
member of Central Presbyteri-
an Church, Clayton. When he
has e nough money, Gebhard
will begin a high school minis-

B

Christ.”” Other Campus Crusade about 50 train ed volunteers, the _first real presentation of the try m Cincinnati.
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GOD'S CHOSFN PEOPLE

It is not uncommon for people to misuse the expressions "God's chosen pcople,”" "God's
people,™ "God's anointed people,™ "His people," and "The people of the book", These
and similar terms are misapplied to pcople who not only deny that Jesus Christ (Messiah
is come in the flesh (2 John 7), and who are declared to be anti-Christs, but also to
people who are most notoriously avowed cnemies of Christ. In James l:l we note that
St, James was writing to those of the twelve tribes whom he identifies as heloved
Christian brethren. The modern Jews are the nharisces. The only book they have is
the Babylonian Talmud. There arc only two groups of people on earth,...the true born-
again Christiansiﬁﬁg are filled with the Holy Spirit, and the worlé which takes in all
the unsaved; those rhat are lost and without Jesus Christ,

In Romans 2:28,29 the Apostle Paul makes it clear that "he is not a Jew which is one
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh; but he is a
Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of Cod." This states concisaly
what has been repeatedly said by Moses and the other prophets in the pre-Advent Script-
ures., Note how Paul rephrases this further on in Romans 9:6-8 "For they are not all
Isracl, which are of (out from, physically) Isracl: Neither because they are the seed
(a physical descendant) of Abraham, are they all children: but in Isaac shall thy
scer’ (see Gal. 3:16) be called. That is, they which are the children of the flesh,
these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted fer
the sced."”

Paul has not Aiffered with the earlier writers such as Ezekiel whom God sent "to the
children of Israel, to a rebellious nation (margin; nations from Goyim, ploral) thart
hath rebelled against me" (Ezek. 2:3), God went on to inform Ezekiel that "thou dost
dwell among scorpions” (Ezek, 2:6) which is also the term used by both John the
Baptist and Jesus to describe those who falsely professed to be haptism candidates
(Matt. 3:7) or children of ,iibraham (Matt. 12:34, 23:33; Jn. B8:139,44). The word trans-
lated nations is also translated gzentiles and heathen, so that to Ezekiel the Lord
was depicting what so many of these pcople had become, heathen, Thus all along there
have been those called or calling themselves Israel falsely, who were and are not the
true Israel of God (Gal., 6:16), in very much the same manner as there are those today
improperly called Christians both collectively and individually.

(Isaiah 65:15) - "For the Lord God shall slay thee, and call His servants by another
name." Also Acts 11:26. "ind the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”
The Jews looked on Jesus whom they pierced at the time of His crucifixion. This
passage has been fulfilled. 1t is wrong to look for a future fulfillment (John 19:
36,37).

There is no basis anywhere in the Scriptures for =zpplying the term CHOSEN PEOPLE to
any other individuals than those individuals wno responded in faith to Christ hoth
hefore and since Jesus came in the flesh. Merely calling a person a Christian does
not constitute an unregenerate person as being in truth a Christian, Never at any
time was 2an individual a truly CHOSEN or ANOINTED, or one of God's PEOPLE who were
NOT chosen due to their heart's choice for God {(Christ), or ANOINTED of God until
their hearts had been cleansed by the BLOOD of Christ as indicated in the cymbolical
rites prescribed before Christ came. Remember that it was before Christ came incar-
nate that Moses esteemed or had reasoned that the REPROACH OF CHRIST wns greater
riches than all the treasures of the Egyptians (Heb. 11:26).

Circumcision was given as 2 token of the EVERLASTING COVENANT that God ESTABLISHED

be tween Abraham AND his SEED, and the SEED is emphatically and unequivecally declared
to be in the SINCULAR and with singular reference to CHRIST., (Gal. 3:16). Neither
Isaac nor any of his offspring had yet been born at the time th2 COVENANT was



announced and initially sealed by the first participants with the prescribed token
carried into effect physically (Genesis 17). At the time every person who truly
believed what God had said to Abraham, except tho female BELIEVERS for whom the token
was not prescribed, without exception, voluntarily submitted with Abraham to this
physically painful expression of their full faith and reliance upon what God had said
as transmitted by their FATIER, the TRUSTWORTHY Abraham,  Each one thus demonstrated
practically in submitting to circumcision that he was in the true sense as used in
the Scriptures, a SON OF ABRAHAM to whom God had just then 2nnounced his new NAME

and its MEANING as He changed it from Abram {v.5)., There was present and participat-
ing in this only ONE physical offspring of Abraham and even the PROMISE pertaining teo
THE ONE SEED (Christ) was not fulfilled through him, lshmael, It is thus beyond
guestion that both in the inception of the COVENANT, and at all times since, partici=-
pation was never om the basis of physical birth or raciecl descent but solely on the
hasis of regeneration, a being born from THE HIGHEST, BORN OF GOD, From verse 27 it
is quite evident that not a single man born in Abraham's house or purchased with
money from foreigners continued with Abraham who was unbelieving or unwilling to
submit in humility to what they believed in sincerity Cod had said to the one whom
they had heretofore known as ABRAM. 1 believe it is safe to assume that had there
been a single UNBELIEVER that person would have left Abraham's HOUSE or economy and
joined elsewhere with their unmbelieving kind.

In Romans 4 it makes it very clear that it was because Abraham BELIEVED (v. 3) or had
FAITH (v. 5) that he was thus counted BLESSED or RIGHTEOUS, and the doctrinal point
is established that the BLESSEDNESS, and being declared RICHTEOUS because he believed,
all took place before he was given and accepted the token or SIGN of circumcision.
Since this DOCTRINALLY is declared as pertaining to ABRAHAM it is cqually and doctri-
nally so with every person who truly BELIEVED AND WAS MADE DBLESSED AND RIGHTEOUS with
Abraham, Since it is DOCTRINALLY established that the TOKEN or SIGN had meaning only
in consequence of FAITH it becomes clear that it has continuing meaning to those only
who CONTINUE to believe, This becomes very clear in the subsequent judgements upon
those who, though physically circumcised were not circumcised in HEART, of which the
physical excision was set forth as a symbol or appropriate token.

With the foregoing in mind it should not be difficult to comprehend how absurd and
without foundation in Scripture is the notion that there ever has existed or does
now exist any person to whom the COVENANT truly pertains who is truly CHOSEN, who is
truly ANOINTED, or can be properly characterized as one of the TRUE PEOPLE OF GOD,
apart from true faith in Christ. NO TRUE absolute AUTHORITY of Cod existed in those
USURPERS whom God tolerated to challenge the AUTHORITY which Christ had VESTED in His
Apostles as He CONFIRMED by completing the CREATIVE act at the temple gate healing
of the lame man (Acts 3), This AUTHORITY was vested in them solely to act IN HIS
NAME according to His decrees or will as He made it known to them. He has not ever
ziven anyone at any time any authority to act or speak apart from what He wills, He
must certainly has not at any time or ever will give to anyone AUTHORLITY AGAIMST
HIMSELF. Neither the Chief Priests, nor the apostles ever had any such authority
either resident or even temporarily assigned to them. Christ always was the TRUE
SOVEREIGN of this world as He NOW is and EVER will be. He was recognized as THE
MOST HIGH by Melchizadek, by Abraham, by David and Nebuchadnezzer, as well as by
hosts of others both before He came incarnate and since.

Heing circumcised in infancy never made any offspring of Jucob an Israelite INDEED
{Jn, 1:47) any wore than being physiczally born into a Christiaon furily makes one a
Christian INDEED. It was those who BELIEVED ON HIM and who continued in or adhered
to tis teaching that were His DISCIPLES INDEED (dn, 8:31). Jesus made clear to those
whose father was the liar, the devil, that their false claim cf beiug physical off-
spring of Abraham was not valid because the TRUE CHILDREN of Abrahanm ave limited te
such as DO THE WORKS OF ABRAHAM (v. 44,39) and Jesus 4id not leave to mere speculat-
ion as to what WORKS He made reference, for in John 6:29 in reply to a question on
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this point He eliminated any alternative by saying. "this is THE WORK OF GOD, that ye
BELIEVE ON HIM whom He hath send" which is exactly what Abraham did as well as what
cach and every scripturally TRUE Son of iAbraham has done and continues to do. The
instant anv individual ceases to BELIEVE in Christ that instant he ceases to have
ETERWAL LIFE and he likewise ceases to be a CHILD of Ahrahan, or in the case of 2
woman she ccases to be a DALCHTER OF SARAH when she ceascs to NO RIGHT in consequence
of BELTEVING and CONTINUING to BELTEVE IN Clwizt. If to be included in the COVEIiANT
had ever been contingnnt upon the mere pkysical TOKEM of circumcision, then at ithe
outset nll frmales would have bean excluded ‘therefrom. 1IFE the matter of physical
linecge from Abram or /Abraham had ever at any “ime becn a prerequicite ieo inclusion
in the COVEMANT then nzither the wives of Abwaham's MEN OF HIS HOUIE. er of tha man
BORMN IN HIS BOUSE, or wives of the men bought wiith moncy of the STHANGEHR, ancr any one
of them would have been included in the provisicns of the COVENANT. Aud surely if to
bc physical offspring were rcquired then Rahab, Ruth, and Tamar would have been like-
wise excluded. How absurd would be such an interpretatiocn.

Today, just as in the past, THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM (Jn. 3:16) like RAHAB (Heb,11:31)
did NMOT PERISH, but received and partook of His, (Christ's LIFE which is everlasting.
1f physical descent from Abraham were required then RUTH would not have qualified.
Nor was it upon the basis of her being an offspring of a JUSTIFIED ex-member of
Abram's economy for on that basis "even to the TENTH GENERATION" both Ruth and her
OFFSPRING including DAVID, would have been e:izluded from the CHURCH of God which
Christ purchased with His own blood, the RLOOD OF GOD (Deut, 23:3; Acts 21:28)., As
with all others it was solely by the GRACE of God that the MOABITE anathema was can-
celled. The Moabite nature gave place to the regenerated Ruth whose utterance of
TRUE faith is faithfully recorded, "Thy (covenant) PEOPLE shall be my people, and

thy God (Christ)" (Ruth 1:16). Moreover it was solely by the GRACE of the REDEEMFR
(Christ) (Is. 49:26; 60:16) that the physical offspring of Jacob in consequence cof

an act devoid of faith could utter the TRUE statement that the WOMAN who, in the
absence of any recorded circumcised progenitor, had nevertheless "BEEN MORE RIGHTEOUS
THAN I" (Gen. 38:20) due obviously to her BELIEVING the PROMISES of Christ as the
TRUTH of God became accessible to Tamar via her husband's father, Judah., Tamar took
the risk of being stoned as an harlot and God so honored her FAITH that the PROMISE
of the SPERMATI (Sced- singular) as made to Eve (Gen. 3:15) and Abram (Gen. 12:7)
(the promise beinps further confirmed by changing his name to ABRAHAM) (17:8) was ful~-
filled through her and one of the children whom she bore to Judah., You will under=-
stand that this honor and response to FAITH was vouchsafed to comparatively few women
from Sarah to the Miriam whom we call MARY,

It would seem superfluous in an article like this to marshal more from the abundance
of evidence. Not in its inaupuaration mor At any time until now nor in the future
will the COVENANT apply to a single human being other than individuals whom Christ has
REDEEMED with His NLOOD. His LIFE is not in His enemies any more than the life of the
TRUE VINE is in the BRANCHES that have through failure to bring forth the FRUITS of
Christ's Kingdom (Matt. 21:43) been taken away (Jn. 15:2) or CUT OFF individually
from his PEOPLE for having DROKEN My COVENANT (Gen. 17:14).

It is an extreme disservice to any human being to submit to them in any manner the
unscriptural and FALSE notion that Christ has vested in them either individually or
collectively any special favors whatever on account of their natural birth or lineage.
For several years the /postle Peter was so mightily filled with the Holy Spirit that
he was the chicf SPOKESMAN (Prophet) of God (Acts 2:14), His shadow cast upon sick
people was God's means whereby they received from Christ their physical healinpg., Yet
all these years this man of God held to an unscriptural concept. Peter held this
wrong position. which was also the orthodox position of his fellow-Believers in spite
of Christ's physical Presence and clear teaching while present. Obviously Peter's
FALSE interpretation of the SCRIPTURES then available was disterted by the prejudice
and bias that had become vozue, and this fallacy persisted until God in His proper

" .
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time dealt with it as recorded in Acts 10 & 11 first to Cornelius and then in the
OPEN HEAVEN experience of Peter in which he saw a vessel descend as a preat sheet by
means of which God with finality demonstrated that God has no FAVORITES but always
ACCERTS thoase in EVERY ethnic group who FEAR or REVERE Him and do the WORK God re=
quires of TRULY DELIEVING CHRISTIANS. Such BELIEVERS are in contrast to Those who
rafusc to submit themsclves to God's RIGHTEQUSNESS, who instead seek to establish 2
FALSE code of their own devising, a falsc, deocephive tradition and teaching that
steals thase words and phrases which are eorrecily applicable ouly to the TRUE
BELTEVERS, the TRUE PRETHREN (Matt. 12:50) who DO TIE WILL of Chvist's FATHER. These
false o) apply these words and phraszs PALSELY te themselves and promote this

This PALSE comcent and attitude that represented the orthedex position of the Spostles
and the CHURCH of the NEW COVENANT at the outset did not transform the FALSE into
something TRUE., Neither does the fraudulent use of the SCRIPTURAL terminology which
is ONLY applicable to BELIEVERS in CHRIST make these terms zt all true when so
erroncously applied to non-BELTEVERS and avowed ENEMIZS of Christ.

For anyone to misapply Genesis 12:3 to those who call themselves Jews does not make
valid such a fallacy. To assert that Christ will "curse him that criticisc"these
imposters on the false premise that in them "shall all the families of the carth be
blessed" misconstrues what God has spoken. 1ow illogical can people ba? God had
made this statemen: to Abram as a man of faith and obedience. It was entirely pre-
dicated upon continuing obedience. Upon hearing the statement Abram obediently left
his country, his kindred and his father's house. The next verse records that in
further obedience Abram went on from the half-way place. Is it then not evident that
this promise to the OBEDIENT is deceitfully misapplied to that scgment of humanity
which from the time of its earliest DEPARTURE from the pathway of faith and obedience
have collectively been apostate without hzving ever once amended their rebellious ways
as zn ecthnic entity?

God kept that covenant and is still keeping that covenant, through the coming of
Jasus Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentccost. The whole
earth has been blessesd. ilind misinformed Christian leaders put out the propaganda
that if a believing Christian criticises an unbelieving Jew he will be rcursed.
Nothing could be further freom the truth., The warning should be applied rather to the
enemies of Christ who curse thc believing Christian upon such is the curse of God.
We Christians nre of the sced of Abraham by way of the circumcision of Christ, which
is indeed not a physical circumcision but a circuacision cf the Spirit. Those who
curse us will be cursed, Those who bless us will be blessed -- that is as long as
we temain true and faithful to our blessed Locd and Savior. What.bigger lie could
satan tell than to represent the crucifiers ¢f Christ and the organized enemies of
Christ as "Go7's chosen people?™ (Rev. 3:9).

Yes, God has a chosen people, hut they are those who are led by the Spirit working
through the Word to choose Him. God is fulfilling His covenant with Abraham by way
of the lovers of Christ and not by way of the enemies of Christ. We mvst not be
spineless cowards in the preccnce of those who curse Christ. We must stand up to His
enemies, Otherwise we will forfeit the blessings which He has promised hoth here anf
hereafter, )

ifter God has again and again made promises to Abram, or affirme? them, at Genesis
15:18 a covenant was introduced. In Genesis 17 the Covenant was further affirmed

and as a TOKEK of it, circuvmcision, was introduced (Gen, 17:11), TFor neglect or
rejection of that token individuals were CUT OFF from God's people of faith. If then
merely over the token incdividuals were cut off, how much more certainly were those
cut off who rejected the RIGHTEQUSNESS which was cr2dited to the account of Abraham,
(Gen, 15:65 Rom. 4:339:225 Gal, 3363 Jas. 2:23)? Righteousness was reckoned to
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“hrsham beeanse “he helieveth the Lord" and continued to do so. It was the obedience
of Faith (Heb. 11:8). Christ was the LORD whom jbr.nam believed (hcts 2:34,363

Jn. 8:58). Abraham helieves that Christ was his one SEED (Gal. 3:16) or descendan
(sinpular) to whom all the land, the whole eavth (Gen, 12:7; Ps, 24:1; Rev. 5:1,3.92,
10), was ziven. The adherents of Judaism as an cpostate body have rejected the only

i
source of rizhtecousness, The Lord, our Righteousness {Jer. 23:635 [ Cor. 1:30).
fecause they liave tejected Christ they continue to po zbout in a futile effort to

introduce and "esrahlish their own rizhteousness" (Rem. 10:3) or ethic, What in-
dividueally mayv he done in irmnorznce (Acks %-.7) becomas on the part of a delibesrative,
corperate. continuing sntity 2 watter of delibarate and utter contempt for Christ
(Ezek. 2228 Pg, 2413 Acks 4r25-28) As individuals were hunted by Himrod from vari-

ous families of the soans of Noah, ﬂn4 arzanized against the Lerd to build thas first
3abel (Cen., 10:9.10,32; 11:1-9). so the onc thin; these apostates, having varied
ancestors from white to ycllow and black; have in common is their interuwinable, cor=-
porate enmity to Christ., Individually their prospect of redemption through faith

in the Good News of Christ is no more remote than was the conversion of the King of
Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:1-3, 34~37), or the King and pcople of Ninevah (Jonah
3:5-10), but corporately as judgements ultimately came upon oid Babylon and Ninevah
so apocalyptic judgements are impending for the new continuing Babylon of anti-Christ
(Rev, 17,18). Right up to the very terminus the message of Christ's extended grace
and mercy goes forth to the individuals within the corporate body, "Come out of her,
my people (18:4)., The only way to be one of God's people is like Nicodemus and
Joseph of Arimethea (Jn, 7:50, 51319:38-42) and the GREAT COMPANY of the priests

that were OBEDIENT to the faith (Acts 6:7). That faith was the kind of faith that
Abraham had in Christ, and that faith every one must have in order to be saved.

Many of the preachers and church members will say that there is no predestination,
Yet, illogically, they continue to claim that God-:has predestined the so-called Jews
to be saved in the "Great Tribulation". Nothing could be further from the truth.
Today is the Day of Salvation (2 Cor. 6:2).

Should anyone reading this be among those who corporately reject Christ,; or if anyone
has not as yet received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, why not let this

day be God's accepted time for your day of Salvation (Is., 49:8; 2 Cor. 6:2)? The
first thing that the one time adherent of Judaism (Gal. 1:13,14), Paul, declared as
good news to the Corinthians and others was what he himself had received, "How that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15: 3). And to the
Romans -he made clcar that "there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for
the same LORD OVER ALL is rich unto all that call upon Him" (Christ) (Rom. 10:12). /
And the Prophet had declared that "Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord: shall -
be delivered" (Jnel 2:32) or saved (Acts 2:31; Rom. 10:13), Sothat Paul cculd de= 3
clare that "if thou shalt conféss with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and BELIEVE in thine
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. 10:9), To
those asking about WORKS Jesus replied, "This is the WORK OF GOD, that ye BELIEVE on
Him (Christ) Whom He (God) hath sent" (Jn. 6:28, 29). It is clear from the Scriptures
that Abraham, Moses. David and "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God"
(Rom. 3:23), but it is also clear that while "he that covereth his sins shall not
prosper," yat "whoso CONFESSETH and FORSAKETH them shall have mercy" (Prov. 28:13).
Therefore, Jochn could.write, "If we CONFLSS our sins, He (6ind) is faithful and JUST

to forgive us our sins, and to clesnse us from all unrighteousness (1 Jn. 1:9).
Through the pascal sacrifice of Christ in dying for our sins in our stead, '"the blood
of Jesus Christ His (God's) Son CLEANSETH us from ALL sin" (1l Jn. 1:7b).

when Christ, the WORD (MEMrA) of ancient writings came to Abraham (Gen. 18:1.3),
Christ, the Memra, was received by Abrsham, as on other occasions He was by Moses
(Ex. 3:2.3:;4:20,28), and Samuel (1 Sam. 3:4,10), and others. They RECEIVED Him just
as Nicodemus and others did later of whom John wrote that to as many as RECELVED HIM
(Christ), to them He gave power (Margin, right or privilege) to become the sons of
God, even to them that BELIEVE on His name™ {(JIn. 1:12).
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Finally, if as yet yvou have not yet DELTEVED and G77EIVED Christ, the Messinh, 2s
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readings of New Testament passages, and has contributed to the sad history
of anti-Semitism and to the immense tragedy of the Nazi holoceust.

Our devotion to religious freedom and our respect for the rights of
other religious commnities are rooted in the life and work of Jesus Christ
who invited and persuaded persons but did not coerce or take unfair advan—
tage of them. We believe it is inappropriate for Christians to single out
Jews as Jews (or indeed to single out =ny racial or ethnic group as such)
for special evangelistic attention.

It .s elso our faith that we should use our freedom to make known, +~
ell who will listen, those mercies we have received from God thrcugh Christ
in keeping with his loving spirit. In our witness we invite others to look
with us to Him who has brought us to faith in God. We stand ready to listen
in love to their witness to the truth that has claimed them.

«se. Jitsuo Morikawa
Executive Director, American Baptist
Key 73 Program.

«seo L. Doward McBain, Chairmen, American
Baptist National Key 73 Planning Committee

3/10/73

Statement drafted in consultation with *iblical scholars
related to the American Baptist Churches of the USA:

Dr. Walter Harrelson, Dean of Vanderbilt University Divinity School, Nashville
Dr. Robert Handy, Professor of Church History, Union Seminary, New York
Rev. Joseph Ban, Associate Professor of Religion, Linfield College, McMinnville, Ore.
Dr. David Wallace, Professor of Biblical Theology, American Baptist Seminary
of the West, Covina
Dr. Elmer Million, Professor of History and head of history department, Linfield
College, McMinnville.
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'ATHLETES IN ACTION' ATTORNEY
RAPS A UNIVERSITY BAN

By Religious News Serwvice (3-7-73)

OMRHA, Neb., (RNS) -- A university'does not sponsor a view if it
simply permits that view to be expressed on campus, an attorney for
Campus Crusade for Christ has advised.

Christopher Hall, a San Bernardino, Calif., attorney, wrote an
opinion on the subject in connection with a controversy involving the
appearance of an Athletes in Action wrestling team on the University
of Nebraska campus here, Athletes in Action is sponsored by the Campus
Crusade for Christ,

Earlier this year, the AIA team was scheduled to wrestle the
Nebraska U. team and give public testimonies for Christ after the matches.
Because of a complaint from an assistant professor of philosophy, the
athletes were not permitted to give testimonies over the louspeaker
system, but were allowed to distribute literature and meet with interested

nersnnes .
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MARYLAND RATIO: 163 ABORTIONS
IN THOUSAND LIVE BIRUHS

By Religicus Mews Service (3-7-73)

MNAPOLIS (I2:53) -- Both the number of abortions and their ratio to live
births in Maryland hosrcitals continued to rise during the first three months
of fiscal year 1973, the Marvlané State Health Department reported.

One hundred and sixty-three aboriions were performed in ilaryland hos-
pitals for every 1,000 live births during the 90-day perdiod, said Dr. E.E.
Seegar, Jr., chief of the agency's maternity and family planning section.

The report disclosed that 55 ter cent of the patients obtaining abor-
tions had never been married. l!More than two-thirds (or 69 per cent) were
either urmarried or separated from their husbands by death, divorce or legal
sefaration.

The largest percentage of abortion patients (28 per cent) were between
20 and 24 years old, The second largest group were women between 15 and 17,
who accounted for about 20 per cent of the abortions performed.

All told, 2,167 abortions were performed in Marylsnd last July, August

and Septetber, compared with 2,1CS during the same period the previcus yesr.._ . ...

The abortion rate of 163 for every -1, 550—rve=births “compares withn 141 per
1,000 from July-September the previous vear.

Dr. S&2gar sail the upsurge in the ratin of shortions to live births
was due chisily L0 & docrease in live births, vef'lewvtrinyg & national trend.

OF

BILLY GRPrMM STRTICIS
TC CROY CO:BZDUIRLS

By Reiicious lows Service (3-7-73)

BLACK MOWITAI, N.C. (RNS) ~- Nadio stations WFGM and %IIIT-FM, operated
by the Blue Ridge Drcadcasting Corporation. of which evangelist Dilly Graham
is wyesiconk, bas aprroved a plan to drop all commercials and to opzrate,
ingcead  onder an entirsly relizious formet.

N2 muca advaruising will we sought or accepterl; 2n? centributions will
be solicited for the §175,00C a year it costs to operate the stations,

The stations are heard in seven states. Mr, Graham founded WFGM in 1961.

It is one of the few 50,000-watt stations in North Carciina.
WHMIT-FM, founded in 1941, is the oldest FM station in the Eastezn U.S.

-0- PAGE -4-
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........... DAILY SPOT COVERAGE OF MAJOR ACTIVITIES OF

RELIGIOUS GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES........

JIWISH AGTNCY RTJICTS MAVY!'S EDNESDAY, IARCH 7, 1973
RZSEONSE CON XEY 73 FOLICY

By Religious liews Service (3-7-7Z)

NEW YORX (RNS) -- An explanation of the role of Navy chaplains in Key
73 has been rejected by the American Jewisli Congress.

Rabbi Yalov Rosenberg, chairman of %l American Jawish Congress
Commission on Jewish Affairs, declared that "Key 73 is a proselytizing
effort. That is its whole point. Hence, 'support' of Xey 73 is bound to
be viewed as support of proselytization.!

He was replying to a letter of explenation that had been sent to the
American Jewish Zonsress by Capt. James J. Killeen, Deputy Chief of Navy
Charlains. Capt. Iiilleen's letter had been a response to a letter that
Rabbi Rosenberg sent to Navy Secretary John Chafee.

In his letter, Capt. Killeen said that the Navy's involvement in Xey 73
would be limited to "only those chaplains whose denomination identity
permits their participation,” and added, "The Navy's suprori of ey 73 in
no way implies proselytizing efforts.”

He exrlained that "it is the desire of the Chief of Chaplains to allay
any concern in the Jewish community that Xey 73 or any other such program
would be used by chaplains either to proselytize those of another faith or
to reflect in any way on them."

In his letter of response to Capt. Xilleen, Rabbi Rosenberg wrote:
"My previous letter {to Secretary Chafee) was not prompted solely by concern
about Christian proselytizing of Jews. Ule protested also acainst the chap-
laincy engaging in proselytization of any kind. Your letter scems to confimm
that such proselytization is envisaged, subject only to exclusion of efforts
addressed to those of the Jewish faith.

"It is important for the Navy Department to make clear to its chaplains
that proselytization is not one of their responsibilities, in connection with
Key 73 or otherwise."

In his origiral complaint to Secretary Chafee in January, Rabbi Rosenberg
had charged that an October 1972 memorandum written by the liavy Chief of
Chaplains encouraged Navy chaplains "in effect...to engage in religious
proselytization.”

The memorandum, written to Navy chaplains by Rear Admiral F.L. Carrett,
the Navy Chief of Charlains, said, "I strongly urge you to study (Key 73)
materials with devotion and a genuine evangelical concern for your own people.
Unless there should be denominational reasons preventing your participating,
I commend te you a strong role in this effort to make the person and Gospel
of Christ more meaningful to those we serve."

-0- PAGE -1-
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He feels'Mr. Dlatty's novel has inspired to a great extent the spate of
"pseudo-possessions” recently. About 10 were reported to him in the Chicago
area by a scnoliar-friend of his, and there has been a small "siege" of
exorcism requests within the Catholic Archdiocese of New Yorl:, he said.

Pope Paul delivered a major acdress on the reality of ZJatan in the
world today, branding him as "the lio. L enemy." At the same time, hcwever,
the priest said, the Pope warned against excesses in identifying Satanic
influences in specific cases.

"T doubt very much whether {the Po.e's address) had much to do with
inspiring these pseudo-possession casc_,' rather Nicola said.

"The Pcpe's statement was dogmatic and philosophical and as such
doesn't have the power to set off these hysterical reactions the very
dramatic and emotional way the novel and movie does. This is the thing that
has a tendency tc cause these conversion reactions in people."

"There are several other indications in society which give us' reason P
to be alarmed about the possibilities,™ he said, "such as satanic cults; = . |~
black masses, witchcraft, cemonology, and the resumed interest in things . v gL
11ae rltua* murders . . . _ ; =

"In addition to latent superstitions in people in general," the priest g J{.;
said, these sorts of things ™lend credence to the fact that our ncde“n ed |, hal
5001ety isn't so far beyond this type of atroeity."” . .

Father Nicola has been teaching a course in demonology for adults only
the past four years, but last Fall the enrollment jumred from 50 to 250.

While he has lcng been interested in exorcism, he has never performed
ona. He said he knows of "two cases in the Western world" where special
bishop-appointed exorcists are currently attempting to cure persons adjudged
to be possessed by the devil.

-D-

CALARY INCREASZ FOR NUNS
By Religious ilews Service (3-7-73)

ST. PAUL ( WS) -- Roman Catholic nuns in the Archdiocese of St. Paul-
Minneapolis will receive a $200 salary increase effective Sert. 1, Arch-
bishop Coadjutor Leo C. Byrne announced,

” The raise will bring a nun's annual stipend to $3,200, which includes
200 per nun for pension funds.

-0- PAGE -10-
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PRIEST SEES NOVZL, 'THE EXORCIST,'
CAUSING '"PSEUDO-POSSESSION' INCIDIZITS

By Religious News Service (3-7-73)

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) --A best-selling novel about a girl possessed by
the devil has apparently been responsible for a rish orf cases of "psuedo-
possession™ or "obsession" around the country, according to a Roman Catholic
scholar of exorcism.

Father John J. Nicola, assistant director of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception here, was referring tc the novel, "The Exorcist,”
written by a Georgetown University alumnus, William Peter Blatty.

The book is being made into a movie, and Father Nicola is serving as
technical consultant to the film production. The priest fears there will be
an upsurge of such cases of "pseudo-pcssession" or "obsession" after the
movie comes out in the fall.

"There are a lot of people bothered by this thing right now,” he said,
adding he has heard of "a few score” cases from areas throughout the country
where persons, aprarently influenced by the novel, have sought out priests
or psychiatrists, asking them to drive out the devil from supposedly
"possessed" or "obsessed™" friends or relatives.

Father Nicola noted, in an interview here, that he would hear of more
such cases than most people becausc of the publicity he has received as
adviser to the movie. Currently he commutes weekly to New York where por-
tions of the movie are being filmed.

"I fear that when the movie is released there could be an increase in
pseudo-possession due to an increase in hysterical reaction," he said,
although he believes the film can also have a good effect by causing people
to "think about spiritual realities."

The novel and screenplay are based on a Roman Catholic Church-documented
case of exorcism involving a suburban Vlashington Lutheran boy in 1949 from
whom the devil was exorcised. Mr., DBlatty recounts the bizarre, medically
inexplicable behavior of the young daughter of a movie star who is on location
in Washington's fashionable Georgetown section.

In the novel as in the actual case on which it is Iased, the ancient
Catholic and now seldom-used rite of exorcism is performed by a Jesuit priest,
purging the young person of the devil and ending what had been a nightmare
for all concerned.

"We have to be extremely careful in discriminating between diabolical
influence and abnormal psychology," Father Nicola said.

(more) PAGE -9-
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CAMPUS CRUSADE'S GOAL:
RECRUIT 100,000 BY 1980

By Religious News Service (3-292-73)

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. (RNS) -- An international missionary effort aimed
at recruiting 100,000 men and women for Christian service by the year 1980
has been Jaunched by Caimpus Crusade for Christ International.

Called The Agape Movement, its initial project involves the training of
1,000 men and women to serve in South Korea at tThe invitation of that country's
government. The mdission workers will teach English using the Bible and Campus
Crusade literature, and will serve as professional doctors, nurses and
agricultural vorkers.

Mission teams will obtain the approval of the government of each ccuntry
to «hich they ere sent before beginning their work, which will be done in
coneultztion with existing Christian missionary groups in each country.

Volunteers must be college graduates or have equivalent experience,
although there are no teaching and language requirements, All Agape.
staffers will receive extensive training in the history, language, and culture
of the country to wnich they are assigned at Campus Crusade'’s Arrowvhead
Springs headquarters here,

Participants will be required to raise their own financial support to
cover living expenses, training costs, and transportation. Single persons
and married couples with no dependent children are eligible to apply.

Dr. Bill Bright, founder and president of Cempus Crusades, commented on
the new program: "As evangelicals using Erglish instruction as a vehicle
for evangelism, our goal is to establish bridges of real friendship that will
result in innumerable opportunties to share the message of Christ. We will
teach the best English possible, and actively seek opportunities to present
the Gospel." '

-
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And it is this search for values and meaning which characterizes a segment of the
Jewish student body on campus today. They are more mature than their predecessors
and although they are Jewishly ignorant, they still make an effort not only for
knowledge, but also in grappling with Jewish issues,

We are speaking of only a minority of the Jewish students, but this has always been
the case. The ultimate positive result of this situation depends on the American
Jewish community, and the depth of its concern with the campus.

Rabbi Joel Poupko (Associate Director, Hillel Foundation, University of Michigan)

The Jewish community became fascinated with the campus in the mid-1960's; however,
the fascination ended with the upheavals of the late 60's.

There has been a significant change on the campus in the past two years, The counter-

culture scene is dead. Social action and political action are also dead. A new

word, "privatism'", aptly describes what is happening on the campus today. The kids

are interested in themselves. Things are back to skating parties and bagels and

lox gatherings. They are interested in Jewish studies. It is a period of intro-

spection, study and honest commitment to Jewish values,
"ANENBAVH

The conversionist activity on campus, which has seen a marked increase in the past
qud few years, will "be a bomb." Evangelists do not have the sophistication and intelli-

¢ gence to really have an impact on many students other than those (mostly from small
communities) who are devoid of any Jewish background.

¢rRORER _
introspection manifests itself in a sincere quest for religious expression. Students
are experimenting with new ways of praying. The important point to remember is that
they are praying. The relationship with Israel is similar to the relationship which
exists in the adult community. However, students feel that to critize Israel should
not be taken as any lack of love or lack of a relationship with Israel.

Jewish students are very much like Jewish adults. They question a great deal, but
that is a characteristic of their generation. While generally accepting the adult
Jewish structure, they also want the right to explore different alternatives in
Jewish living.

Gordon Silverman (College Student Coordinator, Jewish Community Center)

There is very little student relationship to Jewish issues. Key '73 or other con-
’ versionist activities will nogy have much impact except on those who are already
* marginal Jews.

Jewish activism failed because the leaders had very few followers. Despite the
a "activism and infatuation with the campus by the adult community, very little has
B changed. IMost students are just unconcerned, they do not even have a negative
feeling toward Jewish life, ~
American society, and the Jewish society within it, prevent the possibility for true
_inter-action. As Heschel has said, "Our spciety is fostering the segregation of
youth." “

®



RELIGIOUS WHEWS SERVICE
COMESTIC SERVICE -20- THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 1973

TTRILCGUE' PARTICIPANITS ISSUE
_.STATEMENT ON IANY ISSUES

By Religious liews Service (3-29-73)

NASHVILLE (RIIS) -- An interreligious statement on social action, Soviet
Jewry, Key 73, and televised motion pictures was issued here at the conclusion
of a three-day "trilogue" of Protestant, Roman Catholiec, and Jewish scholars.

The 60 participants expressed appreciation for the discussions, and
hoped that they could be continued on the local level in the future.

Sponsors of the "trilcgue™ were the Department of Interfaith Witness of
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Doard, the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish
Relations of the liational Conference of Catholic Bishops, thie Roman Catholic
Diocese of Nashville, the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American
Jewish Committee, and the Jewish Federation of Nashville and iliddle Tennessee.

"We have greatly aporeciated hearing and sharing each other's concerns
through these three days. We hope that such meetings can continue at the
grass-roots level. In this way we hope to challenge effectively and force-
fully the creeping secularization of American society.

""We applaud the reported easing by the Soviet Union of the so-called
'education tax! or thead tax,! which has inhibited the exodus of Soviet Jews
to Israel. We hope that this new policy will be continued.

"We welcome and are encouraged by the program and purpose of Key 73 to
‘revitalize the faith of Christians on this continent. At the same time, we
wish to express the caution and hope that Key 73 will avoid offending the
‘religious heritame of non-Christians, and avoid any temptation to make targets
of non-Christian faith groups.

"We ask for the establishment of a rating system by all segments of the
‘media for movies on television, to assist parents in exercising moral judgment~
.over what comes into their homes as an influence over their children.

"We call for a re-commitment to sccial consciousness and social action
by rellglous groups in America. Specifically, we call for religious leaders
to come together in all cities as a ccalition of concern on social issues,

We express our willingness to meet with representatives of the press and
media to discuss the safeguarding of First Amendment rights. Ule express our
willingness to work with representatives of women's groups, the Blacks and
the Indians, Chicanos and other ninorities, the poor people and the working
people, to make common cause with them in their struggle for legal and social
justice and economic opportunity.

"Finally, we declare war on the greatest sin of all -- despair. Working
together, with the help of God, we believe we can build a world fit for human
beings to live in."
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Miracles, mass conversions reported
Evangelistic tide sweeping world

WASHINGTON (UPD)—A
spiritial awakening is taking
place in the world, Some of it
is in the United States, but the
most dramatic movements are
happening outside the Western
world.

Africa will be a Christian

| continent by the year 2000 if

the present trend continues. In
Ethiopia, about 25,000 persons
have been converted to Christ-
anity and 100 churches begun.
During a seven-year revival
ir Indonesia, there have been
reports of all the New Testa-
ment miracles—persons raised
from the dead, water changed
to wine, people svalking on a
river. More than 10,000 persons
turned out during four days of
evangelistic meetings in Cam-
bodia, a country where Christi-
anity has struggled along for
years with about 600 believers,
Revival meetings have swept
Canada, especidlly in western
provinces. g
The reports come from
large mumber of mission and
other primarily evangelical
publications, the kind generally
ignored in the secular press-
The awakening quite literally
is spiritual, not religicus, for
the emphasis is on a personal,
mystical relationship with God,
not institutional, denomination-
al movements for social re-
form.
There are various Ieasons
and observations offered. -
“In the independent nations
of Asia, Africa and Latin Amer-
ica, evangelical churches are
growing faster than they did
during the era of Western
dominancy,” Warren Webster
wrote in the magazine His.
Webster is director of the Con-
servative Baptist Foreign Mis-
sionary Society and was a
missionary to West Pakistan
for 16 years. “This is one of
the great facts of the mid-20th
Century—the growth of biblical
Christianity which after all be-
gan in Asia is not dependent

upon Western political pres-
ence and power.”

Indonesian evangelist Mel
Tari, 25, tells how the Holy
Spirit came to his Presbyterian
church on the Indonesia island
of Timor in 1965—"it sounded
like a small tornado.” The
congregation began to pray in
tongues; a woman who knew
only her tribal language began
to speak in perfect English.

Teams of laymen spread out.
Revivals began. A person who
refused to confess sin dropped
dead. Tari said that his dirty
clothes became clean and
stayed clean. There were other
such reputed miracles.

In Vietnam, the Christian
and Missionary ~ Alliance
(C&MA), reports that a reviv-

school student was giving a
class report on the Indonesian
revival. The students fanned
out over Christmas and the re-
vival spread into the Raday
and Dalet tribal churches, and
there were hundreds of conver-
sions among the Stieng tribes
100 new churches and 1,000
new believers in Vietnam, in-
cluding hundreds of conver-
sions and healings in the Koho
tribe and around Banmethout.
The U.S- News & World Re-
port quoted a study by Dr.
David B. Barrett, a British
missionary, as saying that
Christianity has grown by a
third in Africa in a five-year
period and Christians now out-
number Moslems in black Afri-

al broke out in Nhatrang in ca.

December, 1971, while a Bible

These four young Oak Cliff resi rl a
Charm Pageant, scheduled to be held in Dallas June 12-18. Winners in the four cate-

According to the Sudan Inte-
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n the right to advance to the M

rior Mission (SIM) and other
mission reports, more than
15,000 new believers in south-
ern Ethiopia’s Wallamo tribe
were baptized in 1971 and Wal-
lamo  evangelists  baptized

more than 10,000 from neigh- .

boring tribes. SIM said 10,000
animists turned to Christ in &
three-month period alone.
Ralph ané Lou Sutera, twin
37-yearold evangelists from
Mansfield, Ohio, were holding
10-day evangelistic meetings in
the small Ebenezer Baptist

3
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gories during the Oak Cliff contest are, from left, Diane Van Hose, senior division;

Michelle Moraske, preteen;

petite. The local pageant was presented
of Welborn's Day Nursery in Oak Cliff.

Shawnna Gaﬁa
Y

Snow, junior; and Jena Kae Young, la
Mrs. Ruth Welborn, owner and operator
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story of the Church’s mission gives us many examples
of this. The recent discovery of anmti-Jewish trends
in Chnistian preaching has revealed to us the hidden
power of ideology in the Church. We have learnt to
listen to our own religion with new ears. '

In the Church, and indeed in every social system,
truth and ideology are in conflict. 1t is God’s Word
addressing us who redeems us from ideology. It is
possible to say that the struggle between true and false
religion refers to a dynamics that goes on in the
Christian Church as well as in the other world re-
ligioms. It is possible in every one of these religions to
attach oneself to the ideological elements. to the
various disguises of truth, to the aspects that protect
personal and social advantages, and thus to live out
what may be called false religion. It is also possible,
thanks to God’s powerful Word, to be delivered from
these ideological elements and be open to the truth.
In each religion, we may add, there is a wisdom
tradition that offers to the faithful critical tests against
the ideological distortions of the truth. This wisdom
introduces them to the possibility of superstition,
superficiality, self-elevation, group egotism, and
idolatry, operative in their own religion. But it is
especially the modern discovery of the more hidden
nature of ideology that has enabled us to detect in
every religion, including the Christian Church, the
struggle between true and false religion.

-As Christians we believe that it is God’s Word that
liberates us from ideology. Good teaching in the
Church, therefore, frees men from the ideological

~ distortions of the truth.

Religious Pluralism

A second issue raised by the anti-Jewish trends in
Christian preaching, related to ideologv, is the
Church's openness to religious pluralism. How useful
and effective are Christian declarations of friendship
in regard to the Jews if the Church is unable to
.acknowledge the independent validity of Judaism and
other_religions? If the Church upholds the one true
religion and makes an unqualified claim to absolute
truth, then it is inevitable that despite assurances

I "of dialogue and brotherhood, the Christian commun-

ity will generate a world view and a language for

" dealing with the world, in which there is no room for
other religions. The claim of absoluteness will inevit- .

ably translate itself into social attitudes and actions.
If this were the only Christian position, then the
Church would be the necessary enemy of religious
pluralism and have to identify itself with the political
régimes and cultural trends that try to preserve
something of the traditional hegemony of the Chris-
tian West.

The preceding remarks on true and false religion
suggest that the Church may well be able to reconcile

THE MONTH, JUNE 1972

itself with religious pluralism. The Christian zeal

for true religion need not exclude the recognition of |
God's presence in the world religions. It follows from !

the preceding that by acknowledging other religions
present-day Christians do not imitate the optimustic,
superficial liberalism characteristic of the nineteenth
century: they recognise, rather, that the struggle
between true and false religion poes on in all religions,
including their own. The Church’s mission may then

be understood as an ongoing dialogue with other

religions, designed to liberate all partners, including
herself, from the ideological deformation of truth.
Through conversation and action men may learn to

- attach themselves to the authentic, life-giving and *

humanising elements of their religious traditions. Can
such a viewpoint be reconciled with the traditional
doctrine of Christ's unique mediation?

This, it seems to me, is precisely the issue raised by '
the Jewish-Christian dialogue as well as by the
present world situation which demands a new apprec-
ciation of pluralism. In the early Church, the universal
claim of Christ referred to the then known world, the
civilised orbis terrarum. Christ brought the light of
Israel to the nations. He was the one who delivered
the people from their superstitions, their idolatries,
their illusions and their ignorance. He brought them
a new and unexpected freedom from the manifold
religio-cultural oppressions of the Empire. There was
no salvation apart from him.

At the same time the early Church felt the need to
relativise its language about Christ. Christians
probably knew very little of the ancient religions of
India. But while they regarded Christ as the one
mediator of truth in the civilised world known to

- them, they did not wish to exclude from truth and

grace the wise men of Israel and even of Greece. The

famous _Logos-christology, the roots of which are '

found in the Fourth-Gospel, enabled the ancients to
affirm that the Word of God, embodied and revealed
in Christ, had from the beginning made itself known
to men, to the prophets of Israel and the wixe men of
Greece, and to this day was operative in man’s

conversion from blindness to truth. It s basically this :

Logos-christology, revived and refined by modern
theologians (Blondel, Rahner), that provided the
theological basis, on which Vatican Il was able to ;
formulate its important teaching on the_universality

of divine grace, God’s saving presence in the world.

religions, and the Church's openness to religious
phuralism. The Declaration on the Church’s Attitude,
to Non-Christian Religions invites Catholics to enter
into conversation and collaboration with members of o
the other religions. For ‘the Catholiv ¢ hurii: rejects -

nothing that is true and holy in these rehizeons, She :

looks with sincere respect upon those wass ¥ conduct !
and of life, those-rules and teachings which. though ;
differing in many particulars from what she holds and
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- sets forth, nevertheless often reflect a ray of that
Truth which enlightens all men'.

But is tlis Logos-christology adequate for the
present day? Does it leave enough rocom for other
religions? While it acknowledges God's saving Word
presence in the world religions, it does suggest that
these religions find their fulfilment only in the Church

=" and herice are destined to disappear from the face of
the earth. They are but preparations for Clmsuamty
Religious pluralism may be tolerated, but it is an
interim state, an anomaly, an imperfection. In par-
ticular, does this universal view of Christ leave enough
room for an honest acknowledgment of Judaism?
Is the Church committed to regard itself as the com-
pletion of the ancient covenant, as the true Israel,

in whom the promises recorded in the Hebrew -

scriptures are fulfilled?. If Christianity is committed

) to such a theology of t and substitution, then

it can appreciate Jews an bers of other religions

. enly as potential Christians and is not capable of

) acknowledging religious pluralism as part of the divine
dispensation.

: Since the great mass crimes over the last twenty-five
vears have all been due to the incapacity of dominant
social systems to acknowledge and protect particular

. traditions, and since the present revolutionary fer-
ment in the world promotes the survival and unfolding
of pamculantm ‘the question posed-to-the Christian
Church is a senous one indeed. As the ancients were
‘willing to relativise the doctrine of Christ’s nniversal

/ mediation in correspondence with the spiritual
/|  sensitivity of their day, so must the contemporary
theologian be open to new ways of reconciling God’s

1) se¥M-revelation in Jesus with religious pluralism. He
must entertain the possibility that the unqualified

.~ [ absolutising of the Christian religion was an ideo-

- U logical trend, a hidden power-game to assert the

* Christian community's superiority over others.

1 venture to propose that what God has revealed
in Jesus Christ once for all, and in this sense uttered
himself in an unsurpassable way, is that the crucial
decision regarding the divine is made by man in his
relationship to the community of men. The locus for

~——— man's trusting surrender to Geod is the love of one’s
neighbour. What has been revealed in Christ is that
—— true religion humanises and reconciles. A man does
nor relate himself 10 God in worship-and then, as a
second step, seek the right relatlonshlp to his brother;
what is revealed in Christ is precisely that in hls
relationship to the human community, in fncndsmp.
solidarity, conversation and fellowship, man is open
to the d:vme. is addressed by the divine, and comm:ts

himself to it. In other words, God is love. And he
who does not love does not know God. He is the
saving interconnectedness between people that draws
them and impels them toward a more human future. »
Thculnmatctestmtheamgglebemunmandf
false religion, then, is the reconciliation of men. ™.
This understanding of Christ’s universality does
not demand that the members of the world religions
become Christian. They are summoned to live out
the divinely induced redemptive dynamics between
true and false religion in their own particular tradi-
tions. The Christian struggles for it in the Church.

But the universal test for all is the love of nmghbour. /
Bstmmetscrt o S b o) X

is not to be created by the entry of all into a single,
world-wide Church. Such an ideal inevitably leads
to the depreciation of particular religious traditions
i and to social attitudes destructive of them. What is to
_ be hoped for, rather, is the conversation and collabor-
] ation of world religions to assist one another in the

{ The universal brotherhood of men, we eonclude,
!
|

dynamics that liberates them from ideology. Here the
! individuals belonging to different religions will be
united by a common struggle, each in his own tradi-
tion, to be saved from ideology and open to the truth.
\ lfpnoplcam:ngapdinth&m religious community
in the ongoing liberation from false religion, then they
find it easy to be friends across the boundaries: they
then have much in common, share many important
experiences, feel united in the same basic struggle, and
| never think that anyone should change from one
_religion to another——————

This is in fact a common experience today. People
engaged in the renewal and reform of their com-
munities find that at inter-faith meetings or at other
international gatherings they experience spontaneous
fellowship., They know that they belong together:
thcyamcaughtmtbemeredmyhvedynm
they understand one another’s hopes and pains even
though they define themselves out of different re-
ligious traditions. Each one tries to purify his com-
munity from ideology and make the most spiritual
and authentic values of his tradition thé dominant
-factors in the common life. Each one hopes to make
his religion an element that serves the humanisation .
of men, Whilethcybelongtodwmmdmom.thﬂ
seem 1o be ruled by a common norm. - -

The Christian Church can acknowledge mhglons
pluralism and thus recognise Judaism as a valid
religious tradition, related to Christianity but having
its own raison d'etre, only if it is ready to discern
within itsellf the ideological elements and engage
itself in the ongoing quest for truth.

Gregory Baum
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TURMOIL IN ISRAEL

‘Christians, Go Home’

Christian missionaries and evangelistic
workers in Israel face an uncertain
future now that the land’s fragile re-
ligious peace has been shattered. Ar-
sonists last month set fire to several
buildings that house Christian agencies,
demonstrators protested missionary ef-
forts, and the Knesset (parliament) re-
portedly agreed to debate the mission-
ary question. Some Israeli leaders are
calling for the ouster of missionaries
and a “prohibition against evangelism.

Representatives of six Knesset fac-
tions and four cabinet members met
informally February 19 to discuss “the
problem of mounting missionary activ-
ity in the country by fringe movements,
such as ‘Jews for Jesus,’' " the Jerusalem
Post reported. The article said Moshe
Baram, the chief coalition whip, had
persuaded the other factions that the
problem should be probed quietly,
“avoiding the negative repercussions
abroad” that might result from a full-
scale Knesset debate, The full debate is
still a possibility. '

In a memo to Prime Minister Golda
Meir, religious-affairs minister Zerah

. Warhaftig stated his concerns about the

]ﬁ,evangelistic activity and suggested

countermeasures. These suggestions
were not immediately disclosed, but
the Ministry for the Interior, in coop-

. eration with the Religious Affairs Min-

istry, has apparently already outlined
'steps to limit evangelism through a
Christian-excluding application of the

. Law of Return, which guarantees every

Jew the right to settle in Israel. (The
law defines a Jew as a person bom to
a Jewish mother or converted to Juda-
ism)’ A number of Christians, pri-
‘marily from America, have registered

+ . Mheir “conversion” to Judaism in rab-
~‘binical courts and emigrated to Israel
to. engage in evangelism. These may

have their conversions rescinded if it
is proved they were obtained under
false pretenses, then be ousted when
their visas expire. Additionally, the

visas of persons working independently,

wuch as members of the controversial
“hildren of God sect, will not be re-
wed, according to Post reporter David

o [634]

Landau. However, the interior ministry
was reportedly holding off on imme-
diate implementation at the request of
the Foreign Ministry.

The Post said film producer Carole
“Shira” Lindsay, 32, daughter of an
American evangelist, was expected to
have her conversion to Judaism re-
scinded. The Orthodox court in Boston
that granted it did not know of her
belief in Jesus, Israeli authorities con-
tend. (It is known that rabbis in some
cases have granted conversion creden-
tials to persons confessing to be fol-
lowers of “Jeshua" [Jesus], a practice
likely to become rare if pressure from
Israel persists.)

But Justice Minister Y. S. Shapiro
came out against any use of the law
that would deny immigrant status to
Jews “who profess Christian ideas.”
The fact that a Jew says be believes in
Jesus does not necessarily mean he is
no longer Jewish, he affirmed. The fact
that evangelical preaching is a funda-
mental element in Christianity must be
accepted in a tolerant country like
Israel, where no state religion exists,

e said.
His remarks were akin to those

made earlier on radio and television
by Shlomo Hizak, director of the
Mount of Olives International Bible
Center, after the center was damaged
by arsonists. Said Hizak: "A Jew can
be a criminal Jew, an atheist Jew, a
Communist Jew, and still be accepted.
Why don't the people accept a Jew
who believes in the Messiah?’ (Two
Jerusalem yeshiva [seminary] students
and four members of Rabbi Meir Ka-
hane's Jewish Defense League [JDL]
were arrested in connection with the
blaze, but Kahane denied JDL involve-
ment in thatrand other recent arson
attacks.) s

Warhaftig does not buy the logic
put forth by Shapiro and Hizak. Even
Jewish-born “Jews for Jesus” are not
believing Jews in any accepted sense,
he says, and should be excluded.
(There is a growing influx of Jesus-
movement Jews from America, and an
indeterminate number of immigrating
Soviet Jews have turmed out to be
Christians.)

Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz of the Aguda
(religious party) argued that Shapiro’s
remark contradicts halacha (Jewish re-
ligious law). And Chief Rabbi Shlomo

IN DEFENSE OF THE FAITH

President Harold M. Jacobs of the
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega-
tions of America last month called on
Key 73 leaders to help stop evangelism
aimed at Jews. Despite stated inten-
tions of Key 73 officials, he complained,
“there has been a significantly increased
effort to missionize among Jews and to
encourage their defection from Juda-
ism.”

But Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive
vice-president of the Synagogue Coun-
cil of America, charged in the Ameri-
can Jewish Congress newspaper that
Jewish reaction to Key 73 is “accusa-
tory and hostile,” and has *'bordered on
the hysterical.” This brought rebuffs
from other Jewish leaders, including
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. (Tanenbaum

was reportedly outraged during a visit
to a Key 73 planning session last year
when a Methodist leader tried to lead
him to Christ on an elevator. Since
then, he has led the Jewish attack on
Key 73.)

Jacobs went on to urge his people
“to be alert and wigilant and to act
decisively to thwart missionizing efforts
directed to Jews and the Jewish com-
munity.” Some members of the hard-
core Jewish Defense League apparently
took the counsel literally. During a
demonstration against a Jewish Chris-
tian mission in New York City, one of
them assaulted the mission leader, send-
ing him to a hospital with shattered
glasses and a broken nose. He declined
to press charges. '
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Goren called on the public and author-
ities to act non-violently against . the
missionary activitics. ;

Government oflicials, religious lead-
ers, and the press have spoken out
against the scattered incidents of vio-
lence directed at the Christians. The
victims themselves seemed to be more
worried about Isracl’s image and pos-
sible anti-Semitic repercussions than
about their losses. Hizak stressed that
the violence was the work of extremists

“and that he had no criticism of the gov- -

ernment’s handling of the matter. He
said he had received calls of encourage-
ment from many Israeli well-wishers.
(Also the target of arsonists: the print
shop of the Seventh Day Church of
God in Jerusalem.)

One of the problems is that Israel
has no constitution. Its 1948 Proclama-
tion of Independznce promised religious
frecedom and safety for “the holy places
of all religions.” Jewish spokesmen ex-
plain that their understanding of re-
ligious freedom differs from the tradi-
tional interpretation. I[n their thinking,
if a person is-born, say, a Catholic, he
is frec to practice Catholicism within
the bounds of ecclesiastical rules. It
does not mean necessarily that he is
free to change his religion or attempt
to make others change their faith.

On the eve of Golda Meir's visit to
Washington, Dean Arthur F. Glasser of
Fuller Seminary’s School of World
Mission fired a letter to President Nix-
on. In it he said:

We deplore . . .. the situation in

Israel where the stated policy is free-

dom of religion and conscience, but

where the actual practice is one of

harassment, intimidation, and dis-
crimination against those of other
than the Jewish faith. . . . We cate-

. gorically abhor and resist all anti-
Semitism . . . [but] when a Jew or
a convert to Judaism is persecuted
and threatened with violence simply
because he believes in Jesus, we see
this as anti-Christian and feel we
must reject it with equal vigor.

The Glasser letter urged Nixon to
discuss the issues with Mrs. Meir, to
consider internationalizing Jerusalem,
and to evaluate future aid to Israel “in
the light of Israel’s intransigence con-
cerning other religions.”

CHRISTIANITY TopAY correspondent
Dwight L. Baker attended a meeting in
Tel Aviv between representatives Shaul
Schiff and FEliezer Schaeffer of the
newly organized Public Committee for
Combating Mission (PCCM) and
United Christian Council of Israel
(UCCI) chairman Roy Kreider, a
Mennonite, Baptist editor Chandler
Lanier, and religious-affairs ministry
official Michael J. Klein. The PCCM
people requested a statement from the
UCCI denouncing aggressive prosely-
" lizing activities and divorcing itself
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from the use of material inducements .

to woo the indigent, sick, ignorant, or

children into the Christian fold. (Years

ago, heads of the major churches issued
such a statement.) Kreider promised to
raise the issues at the next UCCI meet-
ing.

gFar their part, the PCCMers de-
nounced violence and JDL tactics. The
UCCI concurred in disapproval of the
methods of the Children of God, who
have encouraged young Israelis to
leave their homes in the name of Christ.
Schiff and Schaeffer claimed to possess
documentation' that the Children were
receiving money from Egypt, a com-
mon rumor in Israel, but did not pro-
duce it. }

The meeting was reported in Ma'ariv
the next day, serving to calm some-
what the troubled waters. Charches and
mainstream missionaries, mast of whom
work among the Arabs, were portrayed
as moderates not wanting to cause
waves. Most knowledgeable government
leaders don't want to cause waves,
either, thus they decline to endorse
wholesale eviction of missionaries and
crackdowns against churches.

An ominous note, however, was
sounded by a Post editorial warning
that evangelism is viewed by Jews as
a threat “only a little short of physical
murder.” It said:

It might be wise for the churches
themselves to give some thought to
the problem’ created by the fact that
the active search for converts—never
practiced by Jews—is looked upon
with such abhorrence by " religious
Jews that it could in the end threaten
the privileged and protected status
of the churches in Jerusalem.

Baker attributes much of the turmoil
to a “vast residue of insecurity” in-
herited from centuries of “Christian
harassment of Jews in Diaspora” that
Kahane “and his cohorts are churning
up—with apparent success.” 0O

Key 73: No Violation

United Church of Canada officials have

replied to Jewish criticism of Key 73
by affirming that their church dissoci-
ates itself from “any tendency within
the Key 73 program to single out any
group as a particular ‘target’ for our
evangelistic thrust.” The statement was
in response to barbed comments from
sources within the church and outside
it. In commenting on the move, the
Reverend W. Clarke MacDonald, dep-
uty secretary of the Division of Mis-
sion in Canada, explained that some
rabbis and United Church ministers
felt there was an anti-Semitic bias in

‘the North American Key 73 document

used as a handbook for organizers.”
"Dr. N. Bruce McLeod, moderator of
the United Church, had earlier affirmed

b
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MIGHTY MAN OF CLOTH
When Charles Chandler; a mild-man-
nered pastor, finishes preaching at First
Baptist Church in Metropolis, Illinois,

‘he ducks into a nearby phone booth

and emerges as . . . Superman! The
pastor, clad in the familiar blue and
red costume of the man of steel, is part
of a promotion by the southern Illinois

community to put Metropolis on the .

map. Chandler is a look-alike for
George Reeves, who played the comic-
book hero in the early days of tele-

vision. With the local newspaper chang-

ing its name to the Daily Planet, local
church members are afraid Chandler
will take up leaping the spire in a
single bound. : ;

that his denomination “should have no
part in any campaign that implies we
want Jews to be converted.”

The statement went on .to affirm
that “we will continue to"Support those
aspects of Key 73 which declare the
good news of God's love for all people,
and to encourage their response as
persons without vjolation of their own
integrity.” LesLie K. Tarr

Cash on. the Road

Off camera Johnny Cash sings and nar-

~

rates. His wife, June Carter, plays Mary -

Magdalene, and director Robert EIf-
strom stars as Christ. The Gospel Road,
Cash's new movie on the life of Christ,
which cost him over $500,000 to film
on location in Jerusalem, purports to
take Jesus to the people. As Cash told
reporters, “A lot of people are doing
films and plays on Christ, but I don't
think they have the results in mind 1
do. Our goal was based on the last
great commission.”

The film premiered late last month
in Charlotte, North Carolina, as a bene-
fit for Baptist-related Gardner-Webb
College, located nearby. (The school in
1971 awarded Cash an honorary de-
gree.) Through the publicity the film
generated, the school has already re-
ceived a $25,000 gift. The premiere
netted nearly $4,000 for the school.

Cash was not left in the cold. Twen-
tieth Century Fox bought the film for
an undisclosed sum, O

Hotline

The first nationwide Christian hotline
for drug users who need immediate
counsel was opened by the church-
related Melodyland Drug Prevention
Center in Anaheim, California. The
toll free number outside of the state
is 800-854-3234. [
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HAROLD MATTHEW SPINKA, M. D.
6132 SOUTH KEDZIE AVENUE

CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 60629 - 2
WALBRDOK 5-2670

'The enclosed photo-copies indiczte added
problems for us; we must work with a greater
intensity in enducation, as well as to a larger
grcup of people,

Most cordially yours,

S G osu
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Billy Grohom on Hey 73

The reports about a growing misunderstanding in Chris-
tian-Jewish relationships over Key 73 has become a
source of concern to me. In order to help ease some of
these tensions, I want to explain my own position. While
1 have not been directly involved in the developing
organization of Key 73, I have from the beginning
publicly supported its concept.

First, as an evangelist, I am interested in establishing
contacts with all men concerning personal faith in Jesus
Christ. Implicit in any belief is the right of sharing it
with others. The message that God is Love prompts any
recipienit of that love to declare it to others.

Secondly, just as Judaism frowns on proselyting that
is coercive, or that seems to commit men against their
will, so do I. Gimmicks, coercion, and intimidation

3

. have had no place in my evangelistic efforts, certainly

not in historic biblical evangelism. The American genius
is that without denying any one expression of their con-
victions, ali are nevertheless partners in our society. The
Gospel’s method is persuasive invitation, not coercion.

"Where any group has used overbearing witness to
seek conversions, the Bible calls it “zeal without knowl-
edge.” I understand that it is the purpose of Key 73 to
call all men to Christ without singling out any specific
religious or ethnic group.

Thirdly, along with most evangelical Christians, 1
believe God has always had a special relationship with
the Jewish people, as St. Paul suggests in the book of
Romans. In my evangelistic efforts I have never felt
called to single out the Jews as Jews nor to single out
any other particular groups, cultural, ethnic, or religious.

Lastly, it would be my hope that Key 73, and any
other spiritual outreach program, could initiate nation-
wide conversations, which would raise the spiritual level
of our people, and promote mutual understanding.

Piore. 1. 1973, £27 (625)
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Shame Over Sinai

The Arab atrocities at the Munich Olympics were calle:d
to mind again by the action of the Isre_lcli air force in
shooting down a lost commercial airliner, caughl in
heavy clouds over Sinai and straying because of 1!15tru-
ment difficulties. Munich was perpetrated by an ﬂleg.al
terrorist band, and most of the Arab governments did
not endorse its actions. (Admittedly, they should have
more frankly condemned what was done.) But the

" attack on the plane, with the resulting deaths of more

than one hundred civilian passengers, was launched by
order of the Israeli military chief of staff. =

CHESSTIY 7y B0

28 [624]
I8l 76.(973 - -
AT, BV INPIr nun SR SRR EE B &
v
n

a  To compound the tragedy, the Isracli government,
tl instead of frankly admitting a horrible wrong,.umtlally

defended its action, stressing that it was rouum? pro-

cedure. Subsequently it did accept partial responsibility,
1 but Defense Minister Moshe Dayan still stressed_thaf
Pi «we didnt do anything to put us on the guilty_snfle."
te Although Israel offered to make payments to the victims
T families, it deliberately avoided calling the payment

ol «compensation” lest admission of guilt be implied.

fc  Why are most nations, like most individuals, so con-
‘cerned to avoid admitting.guilt and accepting blame? [
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ﬁ' tory Of Key «
Part Of ‘Christ Call’<s

By BEN L. EAUFMAN
Religion Reporter

A directory of Key 73 ac-
tivities in the Greater Cin-
cinnati area is belng dis-
tributed by the Council of
Christian Communions, ev-
idence vhat more is hap-
pening that is easily dis-
cerned.

Key 73 is a national pro-
gram to “call” the conti-
nent to Christ, in which
about 130 groups are going
their ways together and
alone in a3 common
cause,

It began with a national
kickoff day in January, but
its substance will be lcecal
or nothing.

Now, James Ballou has
been named chairman of
vhe Greater Cincinnati Key
73 Task Force of the Coun-
cil of Christian Commun-
ions, His task is to encour-
age and co-ordinate local
efforts where possible, and
a major step has been the
directory of ecumenical
Key 73 efforts.

Typical activitles listed
include door-to-door Bible
distribution, neighborhood
evangelism progr , Bi-
ble study, clergy and lay-

men getting to know each -

ocher, and distribution of
literature with the names
of co-operating churches
so that laymen can affili-
ate if they like.

The ecumenical groups,
as reported by Ballou, are:

* Northeastern Colerain
Ministers Association in
the Pleasant Run area,
with Phil Schmutz lay
chairman and the Rev.
Charles Kalous, ministerial
chairman. Membership in-
cludes seven churches.

® Mi. Healthy Ecumeni-
cal Council, Ed Arnult lay

nracidant c-u-l- - =

3 )

Interfaith Council.wuiiam
Hudak, lay chairman, and
the Rev. Earl O'Neal gener-
al Key 73 chairman, has
four congregations.

®* College Hill-North Col-
lege Hill, has the Rev. Lar-
ry Pigg as its chairman,
and eight congregations
active,

® Northern Hills, Alvin
Casselman and Warren
Hoffman, cochairmen, has
nine congregations.

¢ Bond Hill—-Roselawn
has the Rev. Edward W.
Hof chairman, and nine
churches.

® Reading-Lockland-Ar-
lington Heights has the
Rev. George R. Wilch as its

chairman and six congre-
gations.

® Mt. Washington area
has two clergy at the
helm, the Revs, John
Brown and Lowell Peter-
son, but the directory did
not indicate how many
groups are involved.

® Qakley has Ed W. Die-
fenbach as lay chairman
and the Rev. William
Dorrmann, ministerial
chairman, and i% involves
eight congregations.

® In Mt. Auburn-Corry-
ville Gospel Fellowship, Dr.
Carl C. Smith is the lay-
man named and the Rev.
R. L. Mitchell is chairman.
There are six churches.

® @Greater Loveland in-
volves two co-ordinators,
Marilyn Finnegan and
David Ross, and eight con-
gregations.

® Northern Kentucky's
Interfaith Commission re-
ports, through the Rev.
Raymond Gibson, thai its
members are involved in
most aspects of Key 73.
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Jews for Jesus

What's behind this movement sweeping the country, particularly
among the youth? Is it just a thing of the moment? Will it last?
Grow bigger? Who does it affect? The orthodox? The fringe
Jew? Just the young? What happens when a Jew accepts Christ?
Join Les Crane as he probes these questions so many of us are
asking. Produced by Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian Fellow-

ship.
New York WPIX-TV Ch. 11
Thur., March 29, 12 Midnight

FREE BOOKLET:

Waich the telecast, and use this form to order the
booklet “Smiling Faces™ comaining the personal
stories of 39 Jews who accepted Christ. Learn how
it affected them, their families, and their place
in the community. Free of charge or obligation.
Beth Sar Shalom

Box 1331

Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632
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youth? Is it just a thing of the moment? Will it |ast? Grow bigger? Who does it
affect? The orthodox? The fringe Jew? Just the young? What happens when
a Jew accepts-Christ? Join Les Crane as he probes these questions so many
of us are asking. Produced by Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian Fellowship.
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Watch the telecast, and use this form to order the
booklet “Smiling Faces” containing the personal
stories of 39 Jews who accepted Christ. Learn how
it affected them, their families, and their place
in the community. Free of charge or obligation.
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_THE PLAIN DEALER. SATURDAY. MARCH_24. 1973
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RELIGIOUS HANDOUT—Chris Christley, center,
and Sue Deane hand out scripture portions to

. Mrs. Charles Schoolcraft at 3084 W, 56 Street in
. a Key 73 canvass.

Flain Dealer Photo (Korl J. Rouschkolb)

Churches Deliver Bible
Leaflets Door-to-Door

Some Cleveland area churches are doing door-to-door
work in the name of Key 73.

Four West Side churches, Brooklyn Memorial, Faith,
and Oehlhoff U'nited Methodist and St. Rocco's Catholic,
will distribute Bible excerpts containing Luke and Acts.

Three Parma churches, Ridge Road United Church of
Clirist, Ridgewoud Urited Methodist and Bethany Evangeli-
el Lutheran, will do a religion survey and distribute gifl
copies of Luke 1o 5.000 homes in their vieinity fomorrow.
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il Evangehsm And Church Renewal

*If the post-event demand for documents and texts is any indicator, the high point of the National Council of Churches’ last
General Assembly (Dallas, Dec. 3-7) was the dialogue on evangelism and church renewal conducted by Colin W. Williams and David
A. Hubbard. Their different theological backgrounds and points of view—liberal for one, conservative for the other—led to a yeasty
examination of what most agree to be the critical, central concern of the Church today. So many requests for the texts of their
addresses have reached NCC's Department of Information that much of this issue of Tempo Newsletter is given over to them.
Readers wishing an extra copy or two may write to the department, available free while the limited supply lasts.

A Conservative Evangelical View
by David A. Hubbard

Dr." Hubbard serves Fuller Theological Seminary as both its
President and Professor of Old Testament. Known for his
theologically conservative views, Dr. Hubbard is a member of
the Conservative Baptist Church. Before joining Fuller, he was
Professor of Biblical studies at Westmont College, in Santa
Barbara. He is a member of the California State Board of
Education, appointed to this post by rthe Govemor of
California.

~_I'have some brief thoughts on directions for renewal and

evangehsm I speak first about renewal because it preceeds
evangelism. Evangelism flows out of renewal. A changed.
excited, obedient community begins to bear witness to its
faith in a fresh, vital way, and evangelism takes place. There
may be many directions for renewal with profound results
concerning justice and responsible social and political involve-
ment. We must hope for a growing and maturing dedication to
the total needs of men and women in anything that is to be
called true spiritual renewal.

.The :context, it seems to me, in which this mature
dedication will be nurtured and is being nurtured is in the
close knit group within the local congregation, or perhaps
actoss congregational lines where our laymen and our pastors
can know the love and support of Christians who accept them
and care about them. Much of this renewal, by the way. is
starting with pastors in their relationships with their official
boards,: ‘moving beyond questions of budget and program to

' deep shanng and spiritual fellowship. These groups represent a

(continued on page 4)
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A Liberal View

by Colin W. Williams

Dr. Williams, who has frequently been identified with “liberal™
theological views, was appointed Dean of . Yale University
Divinity School in 1969. In 1968 he headed a special ministry
program at the University of Chicago. An Australian by birth,
Dr. Williams came to this country in 1963 to direct the
evangelism program of the National Council of Churches
where he served until ]1968.

You can sense that David and I are not here as adversaries.
The time for an adversary relationship within the church on
this matter is now past. We have common adversaries and it is
against those that we must struggle, and struggle together in
the name of Jesus Christ our common Lord, And yet having
said that, of course we must recognize that we represent here a
profound tension within the church, and it is about that
tension we are here to speak. The tension between the
conservative-evangelicals and the liberals who have been
dominant in mainline Christianity in America. What we’re here
to do is to speak to each other and seek that mutual correction
which will allow us to be more nearly one in the life of Christ.

Quickly, | need to say from our side that we have left
adequate room for criticism, some of it made already by
David. Too often, for example, we have left too little room for
the demand or the promise of Christ. Too often we have made
Christian life seem so continuous with natural life that there
has been hardly any apparent need for conversion, no apparent

need for a cross or a resurrection. Therefore it is important for
(continued on page 5)



Paulo Freire Discusses Church And Social Change

American perceptions of social change—its relation to
theory, reality, mass consciousness, minority groups and the
church—have been gently but profoundly questioned by a
noted Brazilian educator last week-end.

Paulo Freire, author of PEDAGOGY OF THE OP-
PRESSED, Brazilian exile, coiner of the phrase “conscientiza-
tion” and currently consultant on education for the World
Council of Churches, met with some 75 Protestant and
Catholic church people at Stony Point, New York, February 7
through 9.

It was a final three-day workshop, capping for Mr. and Mrs.
Freire six weeks of criss-crossing the U.S. to meet with
minority leaders, religious and secular educators of the
American oppressed, in an attempt to share the Freire method
of literacy education.

The workshops were sponsored and planned by the
National Council of Churches’ Task Force on Action Educa-
tion for Justice, Liberation and Development and the World
Council of Churches.

Summing up his impressions, Mr. Freire called the U.S.
“incredibly complex™ and detected an intense “will to be
among its people, despite the fact that many forces serve to
“manipulate, alienate and oppress.” He also found a “lack of
ideological clarity” in America and a “magical expectation
that techniques will solve problems.”

A tremendous interest on the part of Amencan academic
circles and others in Mr. Freire’s revolutionary method of
literacy education had swamped sponsors of his visit here with
applications for participation in the workshops. But artend-
ance was limited to representatives from Black, Chicano,
Indian and other minority groups and to religious and secular
educators actively working in community groups. Mr. and Mrs.
Freire have been meeting with them in the South, midwest,
southwest and northwest since January 1.

Commenting on the church and social action, Mr. Freire
said: *“Christians have a tendency to think of social change as a
moral problem and it is not—it is an economic, class problem.
Church people are not outside history. They are people, not
angels. Solutions to social change touch the interests of class,
not faith.”

But, he said, “The church cannot be neutral. To wash one’s
hands in front of antagonists is to help the stronger.”

Three Kinds Of Churches

In a broad sense, Mr. Freire recognizes only three churches:
the traditional, the modern and the prophetic church. The
traditional, he says, ““emphasizes the dichotomy between the
spiritual and the practical and thus increases the alienation of
the people and the illusion that they have a voice.”

The modern church, “which substitutes community centers
and social workers for sewing circles, contains the same
elements as the traditional church but has simply become
more efficient in her compromise with the system.”

The prophetic church, he continues, “is not afraid to die so
that she can be born again. This church does not speak for the
silent, but commits itself to the silent so they can speak for
themselves.”

On American minorities, Mr. Freire’s impression was that
“each one sees itself through itself, seeking solutions within
itself.” This may be necessary at this historical moment, he
ventured, ‘“‘but sooner or later the different minorities will
recognize that there is only one real minority and that that is
the ruling class.”

He predicted that the minorities’ difference will be
overcome because of the object of all of their struggles will be
clarified through their action.

When asked which of the U.S. minority groups had the

(continued on page 8}

New RSV Common Bible To Be Published In Spring

For the first time since the Reformation, a complete Bible
acceptable to Protestants, Roman Catholics and Orthodox is
about to be published, it has been announced by Miss Emily
V. Gibbes, associate general secretary for the Division of
Education and Ministry of the National Council of Churches.

Bearing on the title page the words The Holy Bible,
Revised Standard Version, An Ecumenical Edition, and on the
cover the words Revised Standard Version Common Bible, this
Bible contains the Second Edition of the RSV New Testament;
the books known to Protestants as the Apocrypha and to
Roman Catholics as Deuterocanonical; other Apocrypha, and
the RSV Old Testament.

The RSV Common Bible, heartily endorsed by representa-
tives of the three major branches of the Christian Church, will
be published in the U.S. on April 2, making it available for
Easter. Publication date for the British edition was January 21,
coinciding with the 1973 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
the publisher being William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. who plans
an American edition.

Appearing about 20 years after the first Revised Standard
Version Bible, published in 1952, the RSV Common Bible
represents the continuing efforts of an ongoing group of
distinguished Bible scholars, ecumenical as well as internation-
al, whose work has been authorized by the National Council of
Churches since the NCC was founded in 1950.

The group of scholars, known as the RSV Bible Commit-
tee, was chaired for many years by Dr. Luther A. Weigle, Dean
Emeritus of Yale University Divinity School; he continues to
serve as consultant. The Rev. Dr. Herbert G. May of the
faculty of Oberlin College, long associated with the commit-
tee, is the present chairman.

Within the National Council, responsibility for the work of
the committee is lodged in the Division of Education and
Ministry, formerly the Division of Christian Education which
was successor to the International Council of Religious
Education.

The latter body initiated work on the first Rev:sed

(continued on page 7)



Church Broadcasters Ask Halt To News Media Threats

Congr_esé has been called upon by leading Protestant and
Orthodox. broadcasters “to protect the integrity of the Federal
Communications Act and the right of all reporters to
confidentiality of their sources.”

The Board of Managers of the Broadcasting and Film
Commission of the National Council of Churches, at the
conélusion of its Annual Meeting here, also called upon other
organizations to join with them in making the public aware of
recent threats to its access to information that have been
brought about by governmental attacks on broadcasting and
the press.

""“Freedom of expression in the press and broadcasting is
essential for the dissemination of information, for the preser-
vation of civil and religious liberty, and for cultural initia-
tive,” the Board’s statement said.

“One of the most important civil liberties issues before the

“American people is the matter of maintaining freedom of

access to information through broadcast frequencies and
publications. Government censorship is a denial of the dignity,
resourcefulness and intelligence of press and public,” it went
on.

The Rev. Dr. William F. Fore, Executive Director of the
Broadcasting and Film Commission, charged that “the First
Amendment is under more serious and insidious attack today
than any time since the McCarthy era.

“We are particularly concerned about the recent jailing of
reporters for refusal to reveal their sources, government
pressure on broadcasters such as the December 18, 1972
speech of Clay T. Whitehead, and last year’s veto by President

_Nixon of the Public Broadcasting Bill,” he explained.

" ’“The Board feels that Mr. Whitehead plans to reduce the

power of the Federal Communications Commission, which was
created by Congress to regulate the stations in the public
interest,” Dr. Fore said.

“For this reason the Broadcasting and Film Commission
has written to every local and state council of churches
alerting them to the need to develop a broad base of
community support for strong and vigorous news from as
many sources as possible—both local and national.” -

On December 1, 1972, the National Council of Churches’
General Board adopted a resolution expressing concern about
encroachment by government on the rights of the public to
access to information, and on the rights of freedom of speech
and of the press and broadcasting, as guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the Constitution.

The board also directed the Broadcasting and Film Com-
mission to work to protect these rights.

At a news conference, BFC Chairman Nelson Price had this
to say:

“If stations or newspapers or advertisers are afraid to deal
with controversial news and issues, the American public is the
loser. But for the most part, the public does not know that the
news sources on which they have come to depend, have new
restrictions, new shackles. When they know, they will take
action—because as press freedom is abridged, soon to follow
will be speech, assembly and religion. They are a part of the
same First Amendment. The abridgement of religion has
already started at that point at which news sources are
unwilling or unable to deal with controversial issues. Religion
is controversial as witnessed by the issues of abortion, amnesty
and the Vietnam war.”” =

UCC Head Calls For Amnesty

The president of the United Church of Christ has called
upon President Nixon to heal the wounds of the Vietnam War
by showing as much compassion for dissidents at home as he
has for our former enemies on the battlefield.

“This is a time for healing in both our country and in
North and South Vietnam,” the Rev. Dr. Robert V. Moss, New
York, told an interdenominational meeting of ministers in the
auditorium of the Continental Illinois Bank here.

Dr. Moss is chairman of the Emergency Ministries Concern-
ing the War of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the U.S.A,

“*We must have amnesty for those men who, in an earnest
expression of the demands of their conscience, refused to
participate. Only history will decide whether those who waged
the war or those who refused to participate were right, but we
must have peace and unity at home, and only a general
amnesty can make us a whole people again,” Dr. Moss
declared.

Dr. Moss said that President Nixon was mistaken when he
said that amnesty means forgiveness.

“In this view he misunderstands what has been tearing this

~ “country apart. On the one hand, there are those who cry for

the! law’ s vengeance, while on the other hand there are those

" who" say ‘they were right to resist the war, and that there is
-nothing to forgive,”

Dr. Moss said.

“It is in precisely such a situation,”” Dr. Moss said, “that a
sovereign government may exercise its healing power by
stating that it simply will not raise the question of criminality
for a class of political offenders who do not regard themselves
as such.”

Pointing out that every president from Washington to
Truman had granted some form of amnesty, Dr. Moss observed
that “*America is no stranger to amnesty.”

“We applaud the peace the President has achieved and his
decision to commit our resources to rebuilding war-ravaged
Vietnam, both North and South.

“But we must rebuild and heal in this country, as well,” he
declared.

Dr. Moss, who is the father of two veterans, one of whom
was wounded and disabled in Vietnam, asserted that those
who suffered most during the war will support amnesty.
“When the parents of sons who died or were disabled in
Vietnam-and I am one of them—and the families of prisoners
of war, and the disabled veterans themselves, begin to ask for
amnesty—and | am convinced they will—the President will
discover how generous this nation really is,” Dr. Moss said.

“This is a time for prayer, for reappraisal, for unity,” he
concluded. “Let the churches and synagogues of this country
exert their moral leadership for a lasting peace at home as well
as abroad. It is to be hoped, prayerfully and devoutly, that the
President, too, will lead us in that direction.” =



EVANGELISM AND CHURCH RENEWAL: A CONSERVATIVE VIEW by DAVID A. HUBBARD =~ ' s

(continued from page 1)

practical demonstration of the meaning of justification by
faith. They provide opportunity for deep encounter with the
Scriptures and their crucial doctrines in a fellowship of study.
They offer an extended exercise in identifying and cultivating
the spiritual gifts which are part of the Holy Spirit’s legacy to
every believer.

A great deal of what's going on, in congregational renewal
focuses on discovering and liberating the spiritual gifts of the
members of the congregation. There is a well supported
participation in some aspects of the church’s ministry where
this renewal is taking place. And there is continual opportun-
ity to share one’s strength and weaknesses with each other in
conversation and in prayer. In short, these group structures
springing up all over the country are one of the clearest signs
of and means for renewal. They are also an ongoing experience
in an extended family. They provide a base of security and
acceptance, a practical application of justification by faith out
of which mission will flow.

Outside Groups

Now it is a pity, I think, that so many laymen have come
to this renewing experience of group life outside of the normal
congregational structures. 1 think that we as churchmen have
some things to confess. I'm not sure that we have done a very
good job motivating laymen for social and political action,
which is a key concern for a great many of us. We have
assumed the prophet’s mantle at times when we should have
come in shepherd’s garb. We have left people unpastored in the
midst in what we consider to be a prophetic ministry. Many
have tried to appeal to Biblical authority as a basis for social
and political involvement, while for lengthy.periods neglecting
the Bible's authority in other areas of doctrine.

This neglect of Biblical authority has boomeranged at the
point at which many in the church have wanted it most as a
support for their social concern. They have a deficit in the
authority of Biblical background and doctrine which has
caught up with them at this particular juncture. We have
sounded the divine imperatives of law and justice without an
adequately compelling proclamation of the divine indicative:
the high deeds of God in Christ Jesus who died in our stead
and rose again.

There are no Christian imperatives that are not responses to
the Christian indicatives. And until a Christian congregation
and its members are captured by those indicatives, they have
no valid Christian way of making response to the imperatives.
We have neglected the eschatological hope of the Scripture. We
have been so open to the future as to make the future almost

" meaningless. We have left it so vague in content that the

Christian tension between this age and the age to come has
grown limp, and our people have been asked to engage in
massive political and social reform deprived of the hope of
God’s ultimate dynamic intervention in Jesus Christ.

I think of that little passage in the first chapter in
Colossians where Paul commends the Colossian church for the
love that they have because of their hope. To be deprived of
the Christian hope of the second coming of Christ with all its
eschatological significance is in Biblical terms to rob present
day love and service of its meaning and its context.

Fractured Loyalties

We have made some mistakes here. We have ignbied or
been hostile to agencies and movements with which laymen
readily identify and to which they are most strongly attracted.
In so doing we have often caused them to be fractured’in their
loyalties, torn between their appreciation of a charismatic
group in which they found new spiritual vitality. a television
evangelist who said things about the Gospel that:for some
reason they have not heard from their local pulpit in'just that
way, a campus ministry which captured their young pé_cﬁple"in
a way that the denominational chaplaincies did not. They've
been torn between those loyalties and their local church or -
denominational units. To put a layman in this particular form =
of tension in my view has been a mistake. The birth of lay.
groups and organizations within several major denominations .
ought to be heeded. The gifts and needs-of laymen have been
felt to be neglected and overlooked.

It is a questionable practice for us as church leaders or as
theologians to talk about the body of Christ and to ignore the
messages being telegraphed from so many parts of that body. ,
There is a crying need for pastors, denominational servants,
seminary professors and administrators to hear laymen. The
need for us is to encourage structures that will support and
enhance the renewal which is already going on. I give group
life and family life the number one priority. This is theologi-
cally, spiritually, scripturally, the basic social structure. It is
very difficult for me to see any form of valid renewal taking
place on social legislative or political structures unless we

concentrate first on the basic needs of that family “and

extended family group. And from the security and acceptance
and the power base of the application of the Gospel and the
study of Scripture, we then move out to these other areas of
Christian presence and Christian witness.

Whither Evangelism?

Just a thought or two on evangelism. Again there needs to
be a reemphasis on the saving acts of God which are the Good
News. It strikes me that we’re in danger of a new form of
legalism, of a new salvation by words in the stress that I'often
hear in papers, talks and discussions in these churchly circles
about political and social responsibility not predicated on our
response in grace to what God has already done for us through
Jesus Christ. Are we in danger of a new legalism that tests the -

color of our salvation by the form of our political involve-, -

ment, rather than by our appropriation of the significance of "
Christ’s death and resurrection, which certainly does have
social and political ramifications for God’s people? But we
must mark the historical invasion of the power and love of
God in Jesus Christ and we herald that as the Good News, or
there will not be any evangelism in a form that the New
Testament purveyors of evangelism would recognize.

1 think we need a new openness to the spiritual hunger of
our day. From young and old we see it—magnificent move-
ments of the spirit of God among the young people in vur
campuses, in our military and other places. Among rlch and
poor we see it—men and women of all walks, stations'and

classes. These people are begging for a word from beyond
(continued on me 6) -
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EVANGELISM AND CHURCH RENEWAL: A LIBERAL VIEW by COLIN W. WILLIAMS

(continued from page I}

us to recognize that the Christian faith does talk about a
profound crisis which is brought into our lives, into our world,
by the coming of Christ and by the offer of new life by the
new spirit. And that this new life does demand from us radical
cfiange and radical commitment. It is a judgment upon our
chu}ches that in today's world when so many people are
searching for grace, they all too often find that our churches
have so protected themselves against the disturbing invasion of
the spirit that they are not the arenas in which that encounter
can occur. And so we are seeing the burgeoning phenomenon
of new fundamentalisms, of new pentecostalisms, of new

_evangelical movements, with all their promise and with all

their difficulties.

0 P Vanished Authorities

It is about some of the difficulties of tension that I now
wish to address myself. It has been pointed out that one of the
grave problems of our present culture is that we have no
common texts. For centuries the west at least has had
common texts. The Bible, classical texts, Shakespeare. Now
we're increasingly illiterate in all three. No longer do these give
us a common language, common interpreting myths, common
visions of meaning, a common sense of authority—the author-
ity of truth of life. In the midst of that confusion, where we
are searching for unifying visions, it is not surprising, I think,
that we have large numbers of people who are drawn to
authoritative statements of faith which say “thus saith the
Lord.” It’s not surprising that lots of people are beginning
with a return to what appears to be simplistic forms of

.. authority. They begin with fundamental statements, centering
_around belief in the unerrant work of Scriptures, interpreted

through a particular set of organized doctrines of a conserva-
tive-evangelical kind.

Now however, from the other side we must ask why is it
that so many people find a starting point for their new life in
this way? The only starting point in new life is this way. And [
think it must be said about our liberal churches that they do
not create the arenas in which people can again become a little
child and enter the kingdom of heaven. Our churches believe
that everybody must begin as adults, and so they give them
complex, diffuse, rational statements of Christian tradition
which have no clarity, not pointedness, no simplicity, no
capacity which allows people to begin again as children and
grow within the kingdom of God.

Problems For The Reborn
On the other hand the problem with so much of the

. conservative starting points is that they give them a starting

point, but a starting point which gives clarity and simplicity at
the price of ignoring complexity, and so create inevitable
problems for the tomorrows of those who are born again. It is
as if they find that the framework of their beginning is too
narrow for their growing spirit, too narrow to take their
continued intellectual reflection as they start to consider their
new faith from its starting point. And so I think that it’s fairly
clear that we are going to see again one of the tragic repeated
plienomeéna of American church life: that the mainline
churches don’t give people a starting point and that the
conservative churches don’t give people a continuing life. And

so many people, finding a new life in the conservative churches
then go on the road of upward mobility and finish up in what
used to be the Episcopal Church (nobody knows what the top
is now). But with all our humor about that, it does speak
something of the tragedy of our division in the way that our
churches speak of the adult problems of Christian life but do
not adequately give the starting point of commitment, how we
can be born again and start as children in the kingdom of
God—whereas the evangelical churches do not allow people
adequately to grow in the breath of their spirit and in the

- intellect of their commitment, because they’re being too

narrow—at the starting point. How we work together on that,
it seems to me, is probably the crucial problem of evangelism
and renewal of our time.

But there is a second problem related to it. If the starting
point of evangelical movements is too often simplistic,
intellectually restrictive and narrow, so also its emphasis is too
often individualistic. Something David has already said, I want
to expand on a little, for it’s an essential point when we are at
the moment talking about theologies of liberation. For
conservative evangelicals are observably too individualistic in
their definition of sin, the sin of which we are called to repent. -

Corporate Sin

People like Reinhold Niebuhr long ago told us that in our
contemporary world, in our technological society, sin is
increasingly corporate. In our technological society we increas-
ingly allow our institutions to do our sinning for us. We are
happy for the real estate broker to sin for us to preserve our
cultural privilege. We are happy for our zoning boards to do
our sinning for us and to protect us from what ought to be the
mutual cost of social change. We are happy for our unions to
do our sinning for us and to hold the lines of historic
prejudice. We are happy for our corporations to do our sinning
for us and to destroy our environment without us being
directly responsible, except for conspicuous consumption.
And we are happy, above all preeminently, for the nation to
do our sinning for us, relieving us, for example from our guilt
over the war by using technology to remove us from chrecz
involvement in the killing. :

And so an evangelism which deals only wnh 1nd1\r1dual sins
and which leaves untouched the corporate sins that are done
for us by our institutions is not Christian evangelism. There is
in the New Testament the doctrine of principalities and
powers, an emphasis that sin does have its corporate structure.
If you will talk about me, you must talk about me as a context
of those institutions in which I find myself, and in which I

find my life, and which so often have mastery over me. The

Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians talks about preaching to the
principalities and the powers and so directs evangelism not
only to persons but to the corporate structures, the fallen
angels of mythology of that time.

It’s not by accident, for example, in Revelation were told
about the deathly character of principalities and power. They
hold us in thrall. We are taken up in their death-dealing
capacity, and who can doubt that! If [ am to be delivered from
sin and from death [ must be delivered in the context of those
relationships, and that s why I think I have a disagreement

{continued on page 6)



Evangelism and Church Renewal: A Conservative View
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They're flocking to the occult, they're turning to mysticism,
there are more people who read the astronomical charts
everyday than there are who would read the Scriptures. They
are unfed by the technology and the secularism of our age.
What a time it is for the confessing Christian community to
minister to this hunger and to this lostness! And I have to
underscore lostness.

It is really part of my theology that people without Jesus
Christ are lost. They are not saved and need to be told. They
are lost and need to be reborn. Confrontation and proclama-
tion are possible within the church today in a new way. It is
true that in many areas we have to win a right to be heard. But
in other situations the spiritual hunger, belonging, the sense of
alienation is the good soil in which the Good News can be
planted.

Now I'm not at all against social concern and its relation-
ship to evangelism, or social concern unrelated to evangelism.
But I am saying that there is room for bold and open
confrontation in evangelism in our land today such as I have
never seen in the years that I have been part of Christ’s church.,
We need to acknowledge the various means that God uses in
evangelism: individuals face to face in sharing of their faith,
the lay witness movement, congregations that are being
renewed and drawing others in sharing their vitality, the use of
literature, the media, preaching the Gospel of social action and
the love that that social action can demc astrate.

Selling Human Dignity Short

Evangelism is not head-counting, it’s not manipulation, it’s
the highest regard for human dignity. It’s a regard for human
dignity which is so high that it realizes that without dealing
with human brokenness it cannot take human dignity seri-
ously. To minister to all other needs, but to neglect the need
of man for reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ and
through Jesus Christ alone, is to sell short the dignity and the
glory and the fullness of what it means to be human. Man is
stunted and warped until he finds out who he is as a
worshipping person, made and loved by the triune God.
Human wholeness is God’s aim and it must be ours in
evangelism. There is a spiritual satisfaction which is crucial to
this wholeness whatever else a man’s circumstances might be,
whatever other ministries we may render to him in the
changing of his political structures, in the meeting of his
physical needs, in dealing with the bigotry and oppression that
have held him down. We are not true to him and to his need
unless we offer to him in the name of Jesus Christ the freedom
of forgiveness, the openness to love, the joys of worship and
the selflessness of service.

My tradition has become increasingly aware in recent years
of its flat sides in its approach to Christian wholeness and
evangelism. And one of the encouraging aspects of renewal in
our conservative evangelical tradition is its increasing sense of
the social and political implications of the Christian Gospel. I
would hope that the movement towards wholeness on the part
of my conservative-evangelical brethren in the tradition of
which 1 am a part is being matched by movement of other
groups, where social and political concerns have held priority
sometimes to the diminution or almost to the exclusion of
man’s spiritual need to know what Jesus Christ has done to
deal with his lostness. Perhaps towards that center we can
meet. ®

Evangelism and Church Renewal: A Liberal View
(conninued from page 5)

with David. I do not disagree when he says to talk about the
latter without talking about the personal change which’ must
accompany is a fault of evangelism. On that I agree: But I do
not agree that you can always make an ontological priority
and say that the personal comes first and the corporate comes
last. That I think is wrong. And I think I can illustrate.

f

b

Reverting To ‘Human Nature’

I think one of the tragedies in the last few years has been

the way in which this government has regressed from what |
believe to have been one of the insights which it had gained: =

The insight said, if you at last through law, commonly
recognized by all, say that there isn’t any chance to escape
from your obligation to overthrow your race prejudice, if the
law doesn’t allow you any possibility of escape from that even
though you want to personally, then new levels of corporate. '
life can be reached. So when the Supreme Court moved, when
law began to move, the inevitable began to change human
nature. And the government then took off the inevitable, and
allowed those prejudices held so dearly personally to reassert
themselves. It is true that that’s what people wanted. Mr.

Nixon is right. That is what we wanted. We wanted to be freed .

from the principalities and power. And therefore I believe that -

the intuition of liberals was correct. You cannot separate

personal and corporate responsibilities in this way. It’s not
without accident that Jesus did not always address himself
first to the inner, personal, so<alled “religious” needs of
people. He often first liberated the margins of their life so that
they could then be free at the center. The subtle relationship
between personal and corporate, therefore, I believe does not
allow us to talk about one as being prior over the other.

Now it’s true that in liberal churches we have given the' .- *

corporate priority over the personal, even have been ashamed
of the personal. And for that we must be judged. But it is
equally true that in the conservative-evangelical churches they
have so talked about the personal that they have allowed the
corporate to go unjudged. And it is not an accident that it’s in
many of the evangelical-conservative groups that culture
Christianity which does not judge at all the way in which our
society is held in thrall by corporate powers of evil, that that’s
too often not only left unjudged but accepted.

Our great need, it seems to me, is to recognize the essential
inter-relationship of these in the one Gospel of Jesus Christ
with the fullnesses both of its demands for personal and

corporate change and the fullness of its promise. If we wdi

begin with Christ, then we can be opened up to a growing ne
life, a life in which our personal and corporate reality as’’

human beings in his one cosmos can begin to move toward the =

cosmic vision of one new man. =

Spreading The Message Overseas

INTERMEDIA, mission communication arm of the NCC’s
Division of Overseas Ministries, provides training, funds, advice..:
and personnel for 17 Christian publishers, 18 lq_n'gj-‘te;rp’ '

literacy programs, 29 radio/TV studios, eleven magazines and’ | ¥
newspapers for adults, 14 magazines for children—in Afnca,‘ -

Asia and Latin America. =
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A ‘Bill of Rights’ For The Aging

“Rocking Chair Deserters” and “‘Senior Power” are slogans
that may make you blink twice but they represent a new force
in American life, according to the churches’ latest resource for
the elderly.

Called “More Than Tea and Toast,” it’s a tabloid publica-
tion filled with practical information for church people who
want to supplement spiritual with nutritional aid for older
citizens.

A lot of elderly people, it states, faced with earlier
retirement and longer life, are protesting the way they are
treated in between these milestones. Human neglect and
economic hardship mark the dishonoring end of many an
honorable life, and organizations of the elderly are forming to
protest. -

The 12-page issue was researched and prepared under the
direction of Mr. Hulbert James, director of the National
Council of Churches” Crusade Against Hunger, in cooperation
with the Food Research and Action Center.

Readers interested in the how-to of beginning a nutritional
program for the elderly in their community are told where to
apply for money, federal regulations, state guidelines, project
applications and technical assistance.

Also the publication carries a “bill of rights™ for elderly
nutrition programs, gives the experience of several communi-
ties which began one, predicts expenses for a project, and
explains how best to find the isolated oldsters who most need
the program.

One of the most powerful political assets of older citizens,
says Mr. James, is that they have an 80 per cent voting record.
The tabloid also explains the status of bills before Congress
which provide funds for nutrition programs for the elderly.

Copies are available from Food Research and Action
Center, 25 West 43rd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 =

New TV Series To
Profile African Churches

- Churches in Africa seen through African eyes is the focus
of a four-part CBS-TV Network Look Up and Live series to be
aired on consecutive Sundays, March 4, 11, 18 and 25.

Two months on location in Ghana, Tanzania, Zaire and
Ethiopia with a production team headed by producer and
interviewer Joe Clement furnished the footage from which the
series was drawn.

Africanization, modernization and mission are themes
recurring in the series. Except for Ethiopia, which has no
colonial past, African churches are seeking to recover and
reassert traditional values lost during the years they were
subject to the Western church.

The series was produced with the cooperation of the
National Council of Churches Broadcasting and Film Commis-
sion. For local air times, consult newspaper TV program
listings, or local CBS outlet. =

COMMON BIBLE ...
(conrtinued from page 2)

Standard Version Bible, and was the previous copyright
holder. Thus RSV materials today are copyrighted by the NCC
division.

Many public ecumenical celebrations throughout the coun-
try are planned to herald the Common Bible. The first was
held in Chicago on Sunday, January 21, as part of the
observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

Other ecumenical celebrations are slated during Lent for
New York City, Boston, New Orleans, Pittsburgh, Denver,
Seattle and San Francisco. Preliminary plans are under way in
Detroit, Los Angeles and San Diego.

Commendations

“The RSV Common Bible comes to us as the result of
many years of ecumenical cooperation and hard work,” said
Miss Gibbes. She sees it as “a beacon to further ecumenical
effort in the translation of the Bible, and to the understanding
of the Bible by clergy and laity.”

Among those commending the RSV Common Bible and its
usefulness are Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, immediate past
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches; John
Cardinal Willebrands, President of the Vatican Secretariat for
Promoting Christian Unity; Francis Cardinal Koenig, Arch-
bishop of Vienna and President of the World Catholic
Federation for the Biblical Apostolate.

Also Archbishop Athenagoras 1I of Thyateira and Great
Britain, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantin-
ople; Archbishop lakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of North and South America, and Michael Cantuar, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury.

The RSV Common Bible offers the reader an opportunity
10 become acquainted with the Scriptures of Christian
communities other than his own. For it contains—with the
exception of Psalm 151 and 3 and 4 Maccabees from the
Greek Bible, which are now being translated by the RSV Bible
Committee—all the Churches’ Scriptures.

Great care has been taken to arrange the books in a manner
which acknowledges the different Canon (books considered
genuine and inspired Holy Scripture) of the Christian
churches.

Following the 39 books of the Hebrew Canon which
constitute the Protestant Old Testament—Reformers rejected
as canonical those books in the Vulgate. Latin version of the
Scriptures, which were not in the Hebrew Canon—the Com-
mon Bible places the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical books.

Ancient Controversy

These seven books, and parts of two others, are in both the
Roman and Greek Canon, and are dispersed among the other
books of the Old Testament. Controversy raged in the Western
Church in the Fourth Century as to whether they were
canonical.

The New Testament in the Common Bible posed no such
knotty problems as did the Old; the Second Edition RSV New
Testament was a text resulting from ecumenical scholarship
and had ecumenical accord.

In the years since the first edition of the RSV New
Testament a wealth of ancient materials has been recovered,

{continued on page 8)



COMMON BIBLE . ..
{continued from page 7)

such as the Bodmer Papyri containing parts of Luke, John,
Acts of the Apostles and the Letters.

The earliest of these dates from about 200 A.D. This and
other manuscript support have restored passages to certain

texts, and have also furnished material for significant notes.

Ancient non-Biblical materials such as everyday letters,
records and business accounts—a great body of Greek papyri
unearthed in Egypt—have also contributed to a better under-
standing of the vocabulary, grammar and idiom of the Greek
New Testament.

There are also changes in the Second Edition resulting from
reconsideration of ancient textual evidence with fresh insights
of scholarship. This may result in word substitution, clarifica-
tion of meaning through rephrasing or reordering of the text,
or in restoration of passages to the text.

The Second Edition RSV New Testament is not only
incorporated within the new RSV Common Bible, but is also
being published separately.

Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, who recently retired as NCC associate
general secretary of Christian education, had many years of
close association with the RSV Bible Committee. He says of
the Second Edition: “We now have a more accurate New
Testament than ever before, embodying scholarly discussions,
new findings and responsible criticism.”

And of the new RSV Common Bible, Dr. Knoff says: “It
will extend the usefulness of this RSV Bible to the Roman
Catholic and Orthodox worlds, far beyond the original
Protestant constituency and readership of the RSV Bible of
1952.

Licensed by the NCC division to publish the RSV Common
Bible, are the following: William Collins Sons & Co., Ltd.; A.
J. Holman Co.; Thomas Nelson Inc.; Oxford University Press;
World Publishing Co. and Zondervan Publishing House. =

—Kay Leslie

FREIRE DISCUSSES CHURCH AND SOCIAL CHANGE
{continued from page 2)

most definitive thrust, Mr. Freire replied: “Why Blacks,
Chicanos, students, women? Is that a class? Change does not
happen outside a class. Where is the working class? It is robbed
of its being by the ruling class. No definitive thrust comes
from any so long as these exclusive factors prevail. When they
reach unity in their struggle, they will transform themselves to
a starting point.”

He called for greater political ideological clarity and for a
global consciousness. “If we are not clear about our dream, we
will be confused in our action. If we can’t look at prublems in
a global way, we only see communities as things in themselves.
Becoming parochial is a form of escape from responsibility.”

It was clear that the Freire workshops have offered a fresh
view of an old problem among hundreds of those most active
in seeking change, sponsors agree, as well as among the church
people committed to them.

Chairwoman of the task force which sponsored the
workshops is Ms. Peggy Billings of the United Methodist
Church. Ms. Palmera Peralta of the NCC’s Division of Church
and Society was staff person. = — Dorothy Rensenbrink

Covering The Governing Board

The first full-fledged business meeting of the new
NCC Governing Board, at Pittsburgh, Pa. Feb. 27-Mar. 2,
will be reported fully in the next (March) issue of
Tempo Newsletter. Issues to be dealt with by the new
body, that now takes the policy-making role over from
the former General Assembly and General Board, in-
clude: policy on the abortion question, social criteria
guidelines for NCC investment, relief and rehabilitation
in war-torn Indochina, salvation today, racism and
mission in Latin America. Seventeen topics in all are on
the agenda, for discussion in the newly organized section
meetings and plenary action where deemed advisable. ®»
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RELIGION

Jews and Jesus

Except for occasional difterences over
Arab-Israeli tensions, relations between
many U.S. Christians and Jews have pro-
gressed over the last decade from a
somewhat wary fellowship to joint social
witness, scholarly collaboration and, in
some cases, acknowledgement of mutual
dependence. Encouraged by declara-
tions from Vatican Council II. and the
World Council of Churches, a number of
Christian scholars have even arrived at a
new “theology of Judaism” that places
Jews off limits to Christian proselytizers.
Their theory is that the promises made
by God to Israel in Biblical days consti-
titute an eternally wvalid covenant
that, for Jews, was not abrogated
by the “second covenant” estab-
lished through Jesus Christ. S

Evangelical Christians, however, .

still insist that there is only one

way to reach God—a solid belief !

in Jesus and his teachings. And |

through “Key 73,” a massive, year- i -
long crusade to “call our continent
to Christ,” the evangelicals hope
to hamess 100 million Christians
from 140 participating church or-
‘ganizations into a “lroop-like move-
ment of messengers” for Jesus. Not
surprisingly, many Jewish leaders
regard Key 73 as a returmn to a
muscular Christianity that secks
to discredit their faith, “They’re
saying we are rejected by Cod
and need salvation,” complains
Rabbi Norman Irimer of New
York. “I'm insulied by that kind of
presumption.”

Crusade: Although Key 73 is not
aimed only at Jews or any .other
religious group, guidelines for
phase three of the crusade, which
was launched on Ash Wednesday
last week, include special direc-
tions for “sharing Messiah” with po-
tential Jewish converts. Part of
phase three’s strategy is a doorbell-ring-
ing campaign, developed by the Campus
Crusade for Christ, in which messengers
use the pretext of taking a religious sur-
vey to invite non-Christians to pray for
faith in Jesus. “We don't interpret this
campaign as coercive,” says evangelist
Bill Bright, director of Campus Crusade
and national chairman of Key 73’s phase-
. three program. “If anybody loves the
Jew, it’s the true believer in Christ.”

In somewhat the same spirit, a signif-
icant number of Christians in Key 73
have issued statements assuring their
Jewish brothers that they will not be
proselytized. In a memorandum from the
U.S. Bishops’ Ecumenical Committee,
Catholics in the 40 dioceses that are par-
ticipating in Key 73 have been told not
to look for converts within the Jewish
community. Similarly, nearly two dozen
local church councils and other Key 73
agencies have publicly assured Jews that

Newsweek. March 19, 1973 o
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Jews picketing Jews: Beware the ev

they are not regarded as conversion fod-
der. Still, many Key 73 stalwarts resist
any hands-off policy toward Judaism;
they argue that to make any exceptions
in spreading Christ’s message is to under-
mine the universal validity of Christian-
ity. The Jewish question, observes Dr.
John Anderson, an amiable Southern
Presbyterian who sits on the Key 73 exec-
utive committee, “touches a very sensi-
tive nerve among Christians. We're at
the point of a great theological debate
on the subject.”

In one eflort to win some kind of
peace with honor, a Jewish delegation
headed by Rabbi Mark Tancnbaum of
the American Jewish Committee recent-

ly journeyed to the North Carolina home
of star evangelist Billy Graham. Follow-
ing their meeting, Graham issued a state-
ment declaring that “gimmicks, coercion
and intimidation” have no place in evan-
gelism. “I believe,” he declared, “that
God has always had a special relation-
ship with the Jewish people.”

Last week, Graham acknowledged
that he was “giving a lot of thought” to

- what that special relationship between

GCod and Israel might imply for evange-
lists who want to proselytize Jews. When
he returns from his own current crusade
in South Africa, Graham told NEWSWEEK's
Kenneth L. Woodward, he plans to go
before a Jewish audience with a fuller
statement on Judaism. “The fact that in
God’s providence 16 million' Jews have
survived as Jews, despite scattering
throughout the world,” Graham allowed,
“is a very mysterious thing to me.”
Although Graham is not personally

ATER T TR
oy

Glends Alford
angelists

involved in Key 73, any change in his
attitude toward converting Jews would
certainly affect morale within the cru-
sade. “Billy would never accept a two-
covenant theory,” insists the Rev. John
Streeter, a close friend of Graham and
the Baptist head of Key 73 operations in
the San Francisco area. “A Jew is just like
everyone else. If he does not accept
Jesus as his savior, he cannot be right
with God.”

That sort of stand helps explain why
several Jewish organizations are taking
precautionary steps. Agencies serving
both Conservative and Reform Judaism
have mailed to Jewish families special
materials that are to be used to counter
claims by Christian crusaders. Mean-
while, secular Jewish defense agencies
are closely watching Key 73 for civil-
rights violations. In some instances,
zealous Christian evangelists have
gained platforms in colleges and
high schools, and some Jewish
students have complained of man-
datory assemblies at their schools,
that are aimed at countering sup-
posed political radicalism with
conservative Christianity. .

Sky: “Everybody has the righ
to proselytize,” says Reform Rabbi
Balfour Brickner, “but people also
have the right to resist.” Brickner
distrusts, as do many Jews, the
evangelical spirit that they sce in
Christianity just now. “This coming
together of religious and political
conservatism, especially this Jooking
to the sky for salvation,” he feels,
“is exactly the kind of environment
which led to the advent of Jesus
2,000 years ago.”

Indeed, the only kinds of Chris-
tianity that seem to appeal to
young Jews are those messianic
Jesus cults that offer ecstatic reli-
gious experiences and the promise
that Christ is in fact about to reap-
pear in the Second Coming. To adult
Jews, the most abhorrent of these
groups is “Jews for Jesus,” which
pickets outside of synagogues and
teaches converts that they can accept
Christ without giving up their Jewish-
ness. “We believe there are two ways
to become a Jew,” says 3l-year-old
Moishe Rosen, a spokesman. “You can put
yourself under the Mosaic covenant and
obey the laws, which most Jews don’t. Or
you can let Jesus make you kosher.”

Billy Graham and Key 73 officials have
publicly lauded “Jews for Jesus.” But
as Christian evangelists they have not
yet responded to the question put to.-
them by the renowned Jewish scholar,
Abraham Joshua Heschel, who died two
days before Key 73 was inaugurated.
“Do Christians really believe,” Heschel
asked, “that it is God’s will that every
synagogue throughout the world be
closed?” The strain between tolerance
and evangelism has always been a prob-
lem in Christianity, and Key 73 has now
brought it back into prominence, along
with all its dangers and sensitivities.
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How Big a Threai Do Evangelistic
{ampaigns on Our Campuses Pose! -

BY DORIS SKY - .

If “Key 73", “Campus Cru-
sade for Christ” or “Jews for
Jesus” aren’t common
phrases in your vocabulary
today, they might be shortly.

‘So far the local universi-
ties — mainly CU at Boulder
and Denver University —
haven’t been greatly affected
by this rapidly mushrooming
movement, but it already has

! gained momentum on the

. ern schools.

West Coast and in some East-

Defense agenmes, student
organizations, -rabbis, lay
leaders, and others who are
constantly on the alert. for
indications of what trends
new movements may take
are keeping a watchful eye
on these evangel.ut:c cam-
paigns.

| women."_‘:.:’.’r;,', ’

To some it is a threat and
a challenge to the Ameriean

Jewish- community . . . to |.

others it is. another link in
the ever-growing-search by
our youth to “ﬁnd them-
selves.”
However they view it, few
leaders are- duunssmg
lightly. .
Rabbl

o

Jamec A

F=tmerican Jew-
omimittee, warn

chool- teenagers

that Key 73 "poses a threat

to young ‘Jewish ‘'men and

. The=rabbi’ claims AJCo:n-
mittee reports indicate-wide-
spread activity .around  the |
country and: young people
will be the target of Chris-
tian - missionizing - efforts.
‘“‘We view the school and the
campus as a central focus of-
the Christian mlss:onary ef-
fort™ « " -
Buff if.: Rabbi Rudin is
alarmed over the trend, that
alarm 'is dispelled by a sur-
vey of 80°-American. cam~
puses made by the B’nai B’-
rith Hillel Foundations. The
study found only a ‘‘negli-
irible percentage” of Jews at-
Lracted to fundamentalist ap-

_Freaks,"

peals, although ‘“‘some form
of missionary activity” was
reported at 50 of the schools.

These findings challenged
estimates that as many as
7000 Jewish youths are be-
ing converted to Christianity
each year.

Dr. Alfred Jospe, Hillel
national director, described
such claims as “zealously
overblown” for Jewish col-
lege students. “While aggres-
sive Christian proselytizing
inherently constitutes a
threat,” the present reality
of Jewish student reaction
‘“‘does not justify some of the
rising fears and alarm in the
‘Jewish community.”

He rejected the contention
of Jewish spokesmen who
have intimated that the rise
in evangelism is “making the
campus a. Jewmh disaster
area. ”» o

The - survey showed that
the missionizing efforts of
such groups as ‘“‘well-organ-
‘ized, and well-founded” Cam-
pus  Crusade for Christ,
which adopts a conventional
campus style, and “Jesus
which makes - its
appcal to young, counter-cul-
ture, holds little allure for
the 400,000 Jewish youths at.
American colleges

Locally - the ' movements
appear to be making no head-
way, although Rabbi Nor-
 man Weitzner, CU Hillel di-

rector, adds that it is “too
early" to make a true assess~
ment. -~

~ At CU'the pasteighrynrs,
Rabbi Weitzner has witness-
ed ~numerous  “problems”,
but through it all the Jew-
ish students who-have had
a solid Jewish background
in their home life, have “re-
mained Jews.” - °
- It is his contenﬁon that
the Jewish community may
be “over reacting.” The av-
erage Jewish student on cam-
pus-today is “proud and com-
fortable” with his Judaism
and the majority, when ap-
proached .on the subject of

conversion, assume a “leave

e leees
I 12/7%

me alone” attitude.

Why does a Jewish student

pay heed to any of the argu-
ments offered by tbe evan-
gelistic groups? Most of them
say they're seeking a “reli-
gions experience,” says Rah-
bi Weitzner. “They -don’t
want only ‘ethical Judaism’
— they want a discipline to
live by. When they begin to
study Judaism in depth they
soon realize that they don’t
have to look elsewhere for
this ‘experience’.”

In an effort to stem the
tide, many -of the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee lead-
ers have started talks with
Christian leaders to sensitize
them to concern over the po-
tential dangers the nation-
wide campaigns may l::arry y
for Jews.

Although the “Jews for
Jesus” campaign, aimed . at
bringing Jewish youth to the
acceptance of the Christian- -
religion, may not be inten-.
tionally anti-Semitie .organi- -
zations fear it may. lead to~-
interrehgmns tensions.: -

Especially dxsh:nrbmg Js "
the fact that the evangehshc ]
movement seeks to. revive . .
the notion- of America. as a;
Christian ‘ nation.. Some -130. -.
denominationsand churc h-- 23

| groups -are affiliated. with-

the Key 73 effort, for ‘which A
the sum of. $5M Bas-~ beau
budgeted...
The ADLis concerned thah,,
these campaigns directed. to-
wards - Jews: -wilk : tend: to-
thrive on notions about Jews-
‘and"Judaism which. nurtu.re, -
antbSer.mhc a ";—"..@;._'_
- Working ‘closely” with- col~:.-
Iege and high school.young-
people, Rabbi- Steven Foster . -
of Temple< Emanuel’ claims
“The students who would ke
most responsive. to- the Jews -
for Jesus movement are not
actively involved in-Jewish. ' -
life and also have probizms -
in interpersonal - relat.on--
ships — they’re loners._That
seems ‘to be the way it is
now, while Key 73 is still not
widespread. However, this
{Cantinued on page 14).
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Synagogue Council Head Sees

i
\

In

NEW YORK — Making the
point that not for a moment
did he believe that any
significant number of Jews will
be won over to Christianity by
Key ’73, a leading rabbi has
challenged criticism of the
gigantic evangelical effort by
some Jewish leaders.

Rabbi Henry Siegman,
executive vice president of the
Synagogue Council of America,
said such criticism is “alarm-
ist” and “harmful to Jewish
interests.” The Synagogue
Council is composed of lay and
rabbinical groups of all three
wings of Judaism.

THE ORTHODOX rabbi said
that hie T y "43 personally
unappealing. “The emphasis on
sin, the promise of easy
salvation, its promotional and
manipulative approach - none
of these is calculated to inspire
confidence in the depth of its

spirituality,” he said.

Continuing, he added, ‘“Those
few who will convert will do
$0 because of our own failures,
because we have allowed
Jewisnh life to become so
secularized, so emptied _of
transcendent  meaning, that

some of our children will turn,
to Christianity and to cother

faiths in order to fill a terrible
spiritual void.” ’

Rabbi Siegman’s remarks will
appear in the forthcoming issue
of Congress-Bi-Weekly, the
organ of the American Jewish
Congress.

RABB1 SIEGMAN also
criticized “the imputations of
Jewish insecurity and internal
weakness implicit in this
defensiveness — as if Judaism
stands on so frail a reed as
to be blown away by the
slightest wind that comes
along.” %

“It is an implication that is
not lost on Christian evan-
gelists,” he said, “and, more!
importantly, on our own youth.”” |

Rabbi Siegman’s views clash
with those of the Union of
American Hebrew Congrega-
tions (Reform), the Anti-De-
famation League, the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, and the
RabBbime®T Council of Ameri- |
ca (Orthodox) all of whom have
criticized the Key ’'73 and
called on its sponsors to use |

caution in approaching mem- |

bers of the Jewish community. /
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The Forum Series C0-5pon-;
sored by Temple Jeremiah and,
the American__Jewish Cgmt-'-.

iltee IS scheduled to present.
m‘i‘he Invisible Jewish Poor” at’
10 am. Sunday, Feb. 11 at;
Temple Jeremiah. Ann Wolie, |
Socia! Action Department of the
American Jewish Committee,
will speak.

- - -
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ITALIAN AS. PROBED

NEW YORK — The Ametican __

Jewish Committee is conduciing

Semitism in cooperation with
the Union of Italian Jewishk

Commumnities.

I
:
i
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Citholic-
Jewish §

l!t!:lationsﬁpF
Stalled

{C) 1973 New York Times News Service

ROME—A document drafted
by a Vatican body more than
three years ago in an effort to
improve relations between Ro-

man Catholics and Jews is
stalled, and chances that it will
ever be adopted are considered
ponr.

A Dutch priest who had a
leading part in working out the
draft, the Rev. Cornelius A.
Rijk, says: Frankly, I don't
know what status, if any, that
document has. As far as 1 know,
it doesn't have any pessibility
now of heing issued.”

, Far six years the Rev. Rijk
wazs in charge of a Vatican off-
ice for Catholic-Jewish rela- ;
tions. He resigned last month,
and no successor has been |
named so far. i

The document that is being
held in abeyance.by the Vatican
was intended as a supplement
to the historic declaration on
the church's attitude tloward
Jews that ecumenical council
Vatican II approved by 2,281 to
88 votes in October, 1965. - '

The council’s declaration ab-
solved the Jewish people from
the charge of deicide—collective
guilt in the death of Jesus—that
has historically been a major
causa of anti-semitism.
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ORTHODOX JEWISH HOME FOR THE AGED

TOWNE AVENUE AT PADDOCK ROAD
PRESIDENT - BEN RITTER

The Orthodox Jawish Home for the Aged grotefully acknowledges the fol-

lowing Memorials and Cantributions to the Homa:
BUILDING FUND OF ORTHODOX JEWISH HOME FOR THE AGED

In heror of merrioge of grondson to Mres Sol Rosenboum and femily from
My and Mre, S5am We Schwartz; In honor of 25th Wedding Anniversary to Mr. ond
Mrss Joseph Be Cohen, in honor of Significant Birthday to Dr Mathen Silver
from Mrs and Mrss Harry Larer and fomily; in honor of merroge of Judy 1o Dy
and Mrs. Nathen Silver, in henor of Engagement of son 10 Mre ond Mrs. Julion
Adoms from Mrse Bertho Mevs, Mrs. Fennle Passell; In honor of Ber Mizzvoh
ef son, David Michael to Dr. and Mes. Matitiohu Tsever from Lillian Kovfmans

In hanor of Bar Mitzvah of son ® Mr, end Mrs. Edward Blett from Mr. end
Mrse Marris Gu Lavin; in honer of marrioge te Mr. and Mrss-Bruce Soifer from
Mo ond Mrs. Horry Kolsmin and fomily; In honor of new venture to Baris
Litwin, in honor of Wedding Anniversary to Mr. and Mras Morrds Claytom, in
honor of Wedding Anni oty to Mre and Mrs. Mogey Hellman from Mr. and
Mrss Dovid Krouss

Spoedy Recovery to Rev. Williem Kraus from Mre and Mrs. Devid Krous;
Speedy Recovery to Mr, Albert Kaplan frem Mr. and Mess Williem Okrent;
Spesdy Recovery 1o Mrs. Bush Macy from Mr ond Mrs, Som Sleem; Speedy
Recovery to Mre Sam Byer frem Mre and Mrse Eli Fogel; Speedy Racovery to
Mrs Goldie Jocobson from Dra and Mrss Lecn Broak, Mr. and Mrs. Alberr
Jocobson, Mre @nd Mrs. Hotbert Goodmem; Speedy Recovery fo Mrss lda
Franke! from Helen Nesmen (Doywen, O.); Speedy Recovery to Mrs. Esther
Cohn, Spesdy Recovery to Meas Helen Young from Mre ond Mrs. Hary Lerers

Spoedy Recovary te husband from Saroh Garber; Spesdy Recovery to Mrs.
Frences Fleishman from Mr. and Mrs. Sidrey Glossmon; Spesdy Recovery to
Mra, Elsie Lepinsky (Doyten, Ou} from Mr ond Mrs, David Kraus; Spoedy
Recovery to Mr. Hermen L. Melmed frem Mr. ond Mre. Adrion 5. Gresnbergs

In memory of Brother 1o Mre and Mrss Ell Cohen, In memary of mether to
Mrs and Mrss Vieter Krous from Mr. and Mrss Devid Krous; in memory of Mr.
Mex Tessel, in memary of Mrs Mayar Goldberg, in memery of Dra levin Rosen,
in memery of De. As Ao Lowin, In memery of Mre Elroy Greene from Mr. and Mrs.
Adrion S Gresnbarg; in memory of Mra, Mery Fredricks from Mr. end Mrs. Mert
Welnbarg, Mrs. Amn Bone, Mra. Sodye Wainberg, Mary Carrier

In memory of Drs Abram As Levin frem Mre and Mras Marris Gi Levin, Mrss
Jannla Leviteh, Mr. ond Mra. Herman Fogel, Maita Levine, Eva Cohen,
Ore ond Mrse Be Sofer, Mre and Mrss Bert Steinau; in memery of Dr Irvin Rasen
from Dre ond Mra. Williem Cohen, E. L. Lunkenheimer, Calia Fox; in memary of
Mr, Semuel Kurasman from Mrs. Tillie Hurwitzi In memory of Mrs Reuban Cohen

fram #rss Lottie Foiermon; in memery of Mrs, Tillie Londman frem Mr. ond
Mrss Bernord Spirz; in memery of Mn Elroy M. Gresns From Mr, ond Mrs. Bert
Steinou, Mr, end Mrs. Sidney Glozsmen, Jean Kohn end Sandy; in memory of
doughter, Leotrice, to Mn ond Mrs, Harry Lovine, from Mr. ond Mra. Sidney
Glogsmon, Mrs. Charles Friedmon; in memary of Reinier Vanpraag, Jr. frem
Mrs ond Mre. Murray Selaman,

In memory ‘of Mrs. Barbara Ameld, In memery of Mra. Shirley Wogner from
Mn ond Mrs, Al Lemer; in memary of father 1o Mr. ond Mrs. Michosl Kohn From
Mn and Mrs. Richard Steingu; in memory of Halen Klwin, in momery of Mr. Al
Sharwet from Mre ond Mrs, David Reisenfeld; in memory of Mrs David Litz
from Mr. and Mres Mitchell Glassmen, Mre and Mras Williom Okrent, Mras
Joseph Davidsan; In memary of Mrs. Berbare Amold from Mrs and Mrs, Joseph
Devidson; in memory of Mrs. Jennie Cohen, in memery of Mrs. Helen Marcus,
in mamory of Mr. Elroy Gresne, in memory of Regine Krokovsky from Mr. and
Mrss Horry Lerers

In mamery of Mrss Rone Schneider, In memery of fother to Mr. and M.
Stenley Keller (50. Euclid, Os) from Libby Sway; in memory of Mildred Boum
(Chasrer, O,) frem Judy Frieman [Besten, Mass.); in memory of Mra. Mex
Spector, in memery of Rose Fixler from Dione Shuller; in memary of Mrs.
Regine Krekoveky fram Senio and Serah Lerer, Mre ond Mrs. Hareld Lehmer;
in memary of Drs As As Lovin, in memory of Drs Irvin Rosen, in memory of Mr.
Tedd Michoslsen frem Dr. ond Mrs. My R. Hend

In memory of Rose Plest frem Ruth Grunweld; in memory of Mr, Al Schach-
ter from Mre ond Mray Eord Rubin; in memory of father to Mrs, Jomes Schmale
from Mras Reae Jo Klein; in memory of Sylvia Fegelman from Mrs and Mrs. David
Kraus; in mamory of Yohraelt of wife, Mrs. Sodys K. Nathen from Louis As
Mathan; in memery of father, Arich Harls fram Mra, Hersld Krent; in memary
of Horris Wellenstein from Mra. Mendal
Lemes, from Mree I Aronsfl; in memory
Mra, Semusl B. Einharn,

- - ——r
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Bor Mitzveh to Mrs. Luey Comute from
of Bor Mitzvoh of Joel Miller Amorant i
Speedy Recovery to Mr, Al Levesan
$hear (Toledo, Qu); Spoedy Recovery to
Mrsy Myron Groenbarg from Mr, and Mrs
Mre Albart Kaplan frem Rite Boum; Spee
Mn and Mrss Williom Okrent; Speedy
Mr and Mras William Binderman {Beckl
Al Abromson (Miami Begch, Fla.) from
M Charles Fink frem Mrs, Ston Flohes
In memary of Dr. Abe A. Levin from
Schear (Toleda, Ou); in mamary af Mr
Kuresman fram Mra and Mre. Adrion 5. G
stain from Resa Heymann; In memary of
Charles Budd; in memeory of Mrs. Anne
in memory of Loryn Helmimen from |
Mrss Rose Sorg, Mre end Mrs. Meyer KI
N‘”h:hmmr\r of Mre Albert Schechinr,
memery of Mrs, Jennis Cohen from Mr,
Mr. Harry Getzug, in memory of Mrs
Kursgmon from Mr. end Mrs. Edward
mamory of fother to Mr. Not Bertfiald
mamory of Mrs, Mary Fredricks frem Su
Mrss Sam Blumenthe! (Hamilton, O.), Mn
In mamary of sigter %o Joszeph Berk:
Mn and Mris Vietor Goldman; in memory
Abo Wacksman; in memory of Mrs Al Scb
man, Mra ond Mrs. Seul Shuller, Boxs
Herry Young; in memory of Mr. Henry
Keplan from Mry end Mrey Hermen Simon
In memory of father, Joseph Levinse
sen from Seima end Ress Rosenbloem
Reuben Cahen from Bess ond Pomels 5
from Besale ond Sylvia Kryn; in mema:
of Mrs, Shirley Wagner from Mr. and Mn
In memary of Mrs. loawice Axsoulin
Anng Pleffer; in memory of mather to [
L) frem Mrss Mendsl Lavine; in mom
ployees of Dayove Homes, Inc. (Dayron
Jeke Bold From Sarak Baldl
Epstein from Mory Corer; in mamory
Fanny * Foxe
Donations wers receivad from the fo
Mre Methan Silversteln; The Orthodox J
thank the fellewing: Mrss As Cohen for |
In honer of Birth of grest grand child
in honer of son's wedding to Mr. end
henar of Birth of gronddaughter ta Mr.
jeyable Trip to Mr. and Mrs. He Froué
Mrs and Mrss S Wishner (Rockway Be
Keplon; in henar of Birthday to Leuls
N.YdJ; in honor of 50th Wedding Annive
Trip of fulfiliment to Rabbi and Mre. Ds
Phillipas
In henar of marriage of won to Dr. o
Vemant] frem Mr. and Mre. Sem W. Sehy
niversary to Mrs ond Mres Sidney M
Weinberg, Mre and Mra. Murry Solomen;
to Mr. and Mras Al Brinn frem Me. ond |
to M end M. Williem Shopire from
and Mra. Stenley Lucas; in honer of 50t
Gorden Wail, Sr. from Louls As Nothan
Speady Recovery to Mra. Mellie Herr
to Mre S Sharrin [Levitten, N.Y.) frem
Recovery to Mr. Sidney Mayers frem Me
covery 19 Mrs Max Abrams from Mn ond
In memory of Jesnatte Meimed from
Mres Jock Braunsteln, Mre ond Mras
Becker, Mry and Mras Morrin Adler; In m
Widerschein, Freeds Topper, Millie Gil
Devid Relsenfeld; in mamery of Mr. Me
“Mrs. Adele Eckatein, Guality Inn Cent
Mrss David Levine, Mr, and Mrs. Al Pe
and Mria Dovid Yoselot, Mre and Mn
“Cohen, Mry and Mrss Lester Koha, Mr
Mre, Jock Hehn, Drs and Mre. Jock Bem
Mri. Ben Koplan, Mre and Mrs. Albert |
tn ‘memory of Dr. Irvin Rosen fram |
Briskin from Mrs. Mary 5. Piker; in ma
Bessie ond Sylvia Kryn; in memory af |
Litz frem Mn ond Mre, Sidney Glassm
vanker from Mr. and Mrss Murray Selome
Irwin Co Albert; In memery of Mra. Len
Louis A. Nothan, Dr. and Mrs. Willlia:
Lester Kehn, Mr, ond Mrs, Steven Sch
from Mre end Mrs. Albert Keplan and
family, Mre and Mrs. Herry Sehear (Tel
In memary of sister and aunt te Mra
Mrss Albert Kaplan and family; In mer
Jack Geodman, Mr. Mourice Mark, Ids o
Schechtey, In memery of Mox Wocksimen,
Mrs ond Mrs. Coleman Ullner; In mer
Califs) fram Mrs. Rose Serg; In meme:

memory of Mrss Long Slegel. In meme
fm-  abs tvsng Dell,

In memery of Mrs. Rose Schnelider fr
Mra, Shirlay Wagner, In memery of meth
memory of Mras Bess Roppopert fram Mr
memory of mather 1o Mrs and Mras Tad Ci
In memery of Emme Jaeger from Mr. o

Gearge Rosen, Dr. and Mra. Stonisy Lucas; wn memory of Dr Abrom Ay Levin 4 pm. T uﬁ_Miﬁ;ln break-
5 . ;

from Mre and Mres lsodere Rosenberg, Dr. and Mras Stanley Lueas;
of brother to Mr. and Mrs,*Lauls Sepadin
JACK SACHS MEMORIAL FUND 4‘.%

Spesdy Reccvery of Mry Somusl Block, in memery of Mra, Shiday Wegner,
In memery of Mr Horry Gerrug, In memery of Mrs. Bess Roppaport, in
memory of Mr. Rusben Cohen, In mamory of Mr, Todd Micheslson fram Mr.
and Mras William Richshafer. .

JOEL SOLOMON OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY FUND

In memery of Mo Todd Michaelson from Mr and Mrs. Sem Sattler, Mr, and
Mra, Abe Wocksmen, Mts. Rueven Ju Katz; in memory of Mra, Bess Roppaport,
in memory of father to Nat Bartheld, In memory of Mrs Todd Michaelsen from
Mr Nathan Ba Gorets

SAMUEL SHAPIRO LIBRARY FUND

In henor of Bar Mitzweh of grondsen %o M. ond Mrs. laon Pastor, In honer
ef Ber Mitzvah of grendson to Mn ond Mrs. Willlam Cohen, tn honse of son's
mardage to Mrs ond Mrss Hermen @igel from Mre and Mrss lnadore Nathan; In
memory of Mrss Mory Fredricks from Mr, ond M sedore Nathan; in memery
of brother to Mrs. Jeck Bunis from Mrs ond Mrs, David Levine; in memory of Mr.
Harry Getrug from Henk Morowitz, )

In mamery -

fast 9 a,m,

g = nap-
_the E ion
of the Rabbinical

‘the RCA Educational

atten
Conference in Chicago and
will preside Wednesday at
the session on ““The Day
School, The Talmad Torah
and Communal Agencles.”

(Continued on Page 14)

The Amer.can Israelite s
the oldest English-Jewls'
weekly In America.



‘KZy 73’ Falters

-

By HELEN PARMLEY
Religion Writer
At this point, Dallas
churchmen appear less than
~enthusiastic about the
Zyeardong ecumenical evan-
~gelistic campaign “Key 73"’
*"which was launched national-
- ly this week.
> None of the spokesmen for
~ 22 churches called at random
by The News opposed the
program, any more than
_they would oppose prayer.
But only a few spoke about it
with any fervor and none
could detail his congrega-
tion's participation.
A top denominational offi-

&he Ballas Rlorning Nehys ——

RELIGION

22 A Saturday,
**** January 6, 1973

cial explained that his

church had endorsed the
campaign on a national level
and that all the materials for
use throughout the year had
been received in Dallas and
are available for distribution
to local churches on request.

But when he learned he
was speaking “off the cuff,”

he confessed, “Frankly,
there has ry little in-

terest shown so far.”

KEY 78 is an effort to -

unite churchmen throughout
North America in prayer,
studly and  evangelism
throughout the year. It was

_ initiated in 1967 during a

meeting co-sponsored by Dr.
Billy Graham and Dr. Carl
F. H. Heory, former editor of
““Christianity Today,” in Ar-
lington, Va.

In 1970, Dr. T. A. Raedeke,
former member of the evan-
gelism staff of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, was
named campaign director.

It is difficult to pin down
the specifics of the interde-
nominational drive aimed at
confronting more people with
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Although more than 130 de-
nominations and religious
agencies have given support
to the effort, its programing
is loosely knit, allowing each
branch to do its own thing us-
ing materials and literature
provided.

It is further complicated
by its locally autonomous na-
ture. For example, the Epis-
copal Diocese of Dallas did
not choose to participate, but
a few of its churches might
take part. The annual confer-
ence of the United Methodist

Church endorsed Key 73, but
some of its churches have
elected to have their own
evangelistic campaign.

The Council of Bishops of
the Roman Catholic Church
gave tacit endorsement but
avoided responsibility by
leaving the choice for partici-
pation up to local parishes.
(The Diocese of Dallas has
its own evangelism program,
‘Hope 73,” which has ecu-
menical ovVartones.)

The United Presbyterl-
ans, United Church of Christ
and The Episcopal Church
did not endorse the effort as
denominations, but the
Southern Baptist Convention
did.

" Jewish leaders feel reli-

gious pluralism is threatened
by the program’s very
theme, “Calling Our Conti-
nent to Christ,” and have ex-
pressed fear it might result
in a setback for Jewish- |
Christian conversations. |

As planned, Key 73 is rec- -
onciling and renewing. It is
recalling the church to its
primary mission of proclaim-
ing the gospel and conversion
of souls.

But the official literature
also implies further action by
stating that the spiritual
message includes “applying
the message and meaning of
Jesus Christ to the issues
shaping man and his society
in order that they may be re-
SDI _ll

If there are any faults with
the program, they seem to
lie in the reason the churches
are foundering in attempts to
get it started. While it has
been in the making for five
years and 1972 was designat-
ed as the year of prepara-
tion, Key 73 has-not yet got-
ten off the ground in most
areas of the Christian com-
munity of Dallas.

—_—
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KEY 73 IN THE MEWARX REGION:
CATIIOLIC-PROTESTANT COOPERATION

By Religious lews Service (1-9-73)

NEWARK, N.J. (RNS) -- Catholic-Protestant cooperation is a notab+e . E\
feature of Key 73 as it operates in the Newark metropolitan areca. ‘\\\g

A report by Anne Buckley in The Advocate, newswecklj of the Roman
Catholic irchiiccese of Newark, cites a comment from "one elderly Protestant
minister" that "the time had arrived when Catholics and Protestants really
came together in a spirit of fellowshlp 4

Although the interdenominatioral, continentuwiﬂe evangelistic effort
had been "pretty much an unknown quantity in Catholic parlsncs" at the start
of the year, lliss Buckley wrote, Newark's parishes arc ncw becoming aware il ‘
of, an“ p;‘“lClpa*lng in, its various aspects. ‘myh jj

Phase I, which began on Thanksgiving Day last year, got underway in _ﬂ
Roselle and Roselle Park, N.J., with a "Call to Repentance™ program ‘held “
in the Roselle Catholic digh School auditorium on Nov. 30.. Sponsored by
the Interfaith Council of the two towns, it drew a crowd of 750 for a
multimedia presentation that focused on ycuth.

Attracting youth back to the Church is one Key 73 goal of Father . i
Edward Cooke of Queen of Peace Parish, North Arlington, li.J, “

"I feel that there has been a great defection from the institutional /f”'
Church by young pecople and that amounts to cdefection from Christ,"” he N
explained, adding Yany program that tries to address itself to thls is’ worth
exploring.”

Father Donald C. Rackley of St. Joseph's church in Roselle agreed, at
the same time denying charges that Key 73 poses a threat to the Jewish
community because of its evangelistic emphasis.

"The thrust is to people who have abandoned the Church, to get them
back through cxpression of our Christian concern,” he said. "™And the
recommended Summer activities, for example. They are intended to reach
people not ordinarily reached by Christians.” ’

Msgr. Thomas Tuohy of Quecen of Peace Parish anticipated that durlng
Phase III -- "Calling Our Continent to the Resurrcction,” scheduled to'
begin after Easter -- Christians of different traditions will have an
opportunity to develop an increased counsciousness "of what we have dins- =
common in the Bible, of our union in Christ.” -

"It is when we come together to pray,™ he added, "that we begin to
accept, like, and love each other in the Chrlstlan sensc. 2

ek




Point of View... - +

Key 73 TV Show Carries Li

RY SEYMOUR BRIEF

Jews and Jewish organizations have been troubled by what is
acknowledged as a major evangelical Christian thrust, with headlines
“calling our continent W Christ”, :

Christian magazines are filled with the controversy that this
nationwide effort kniwn as Key ‘73, has elicited from Jews and Jewish
organizations. The Cleveland Plain Dealer's religion editor indicated
ihat Key ‘73 activities may stir resentment among Jews because of the
possible effect on the pluralistic nature of the American scene.

1.eading Jewish writers, scholars, and community leaders have said
rhat there is something wrong in this evangelical thrust. They have
indicated that “'to suggest that Christianity, and a particular brand of
Christianity at that, is a substitute for Judaism is wholly insensitive.”

1 saw Key *73's first major nationwide effort, a television program
which is trying for prime-time showing throughout the country. In the
Cleveland area, it was seen on Channel 5 (WEWS) at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6. This time slot was given to Key ‘73 as a public
service lime conunitment on the station,

It is also known that the Key *73 television production will be seen on
at least 11 stations in Ohio. Obviously, it is reaching a large audience.

What are the implications of the TV program for Jews and
Judaism” Minimal, | believe, at least as an introduction to Key ‘73.
The program itself has good color: it has the popular folk rock music
thut is so “in” today, in its attempt to teach younger people. But

- . basically, the program is a vignette of people.

The portraits that are shown encompass the gamut of American life

"and indicate that these people have indeed found Jesus. There are

young people, a judge. a social worker, a woman in Canada, a family
in Fort Wayne. Indiana. the principal of an Indian Scheol in
Oklahoma. a black labor specialist for the United States government,
a inusician from [linais. wha created most of the music that's used on
e pPrograi,

1t surns up with a Christian message that Jesus Christ is alive and
that we must carry Lthe gond news that he is alive, and that every
person on this continent should be made aware of God’s love and
concern. . y

..Suymour Brief is a Clevelander who is Ohio-Kentucky area director
for the American Jewish Committee.

“Key ‘7% Threai

ROSTON (JTA)-The aggtess-
ive campaign to “call the contin-
ent to Christ” by the Christian
evangelical group known as
“"Key ‘73" was called a threat to
ihe concept of American plura-
lisin hy Rabbi James A. Rudin of
New YVork, assistant director of
the Interreligious Affairs Depart-
ment of the American jewish
Committee.

- M d e nrle

tle Impact for This Viewer

It is obvious from viewing the production that the producers of Key
73 have put into it a good deal of time and money. They traveled
extensively over the country, and it is estima by one
kmledgeable viewer (a Catholic) that it cost at least $100,000. lo
produce.

The people shown are basically ‘‘Middle Americans.” They have
made it" in some way and yet their lives are enriched by their
discovery of God in their lives. However, there is a certain monotony,
and about halfway through the half-hour production, it starts to
spread the wings of sameness throughout. )

Even though the film touches all bases, with an Indian, a black, a
couple of young Korean girls adopted by one of the families, and other
young people, there is too much of a similarity in terms of their
happiness, their joys in Jesus and their lives, That sameness may well
be part of American life but it didn't strike a responsive chord in me or
in some of those who viewed it with me,

There is another important feature which I believe Jews should
know. One convert from Judaism to Christianity is involved. This is
not mentioned on the air but it is in the script. He is, in fact, the man
who produced and created most of the music other than the young
people’s rock music. There was no indication in the presentation that
he was Jewish by action, by deed, or by thought.

nitially, there was some suggestion that this would be noted in the
TV production but obviously the sensitizing process developed by
Jewish organizations has worked on some of the producers of Key ‘73's
initial TV mass for the American public.

The film will be shown widely. It will probably be used with study
guides in Christian churches throughout the country, and it may have
a sensitizing effect for Christians.

If the furor created by Jews and by many liberal Christians
concerning the monolithic approach of Key ‘73 has the effect of
showing the evangelicals and others participating in this programmed
approach to religion that there are other groups in American society
who do not “*buy” their concept of God, then it may yet lead to greater
understanding of Jewish life and of the pluralistic concept.

There is no sense of the diversity of America in the production, but
neither is there a truly hard-hitting conversionary message. Perhaps
future Key ‘73 efforts will recognize the diversity of American life and
treat this condition with imore sensitivity.

Friday, January 12, 1973 THE CLEVELAND JEWISH NEWS _l:.n 15
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Russm has led her to the conyiction
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Bt
Slster Assalls Anti-Semitism

By Jndy Ball

The words written at the entrance
of Dachau, site of the concentration
camp where a imately 70,000
Jews lost their lives during World
War 11, have left their imprint on
Sister Margaret Traxler. ‘‘Never
again,” the sign reads for all to see.
And “never again’’ is the vow she
made to herself when she first read
that sign five years ago.

The 1967 visit to Dachau, she says,
not only gave her some vague
feeling of ‘“what it must mean to be a
Jew”’ but it also made her “‘realize
what we Christians have done” in
killing off one third of the Jewish
race.

Since that visit she has devoted
her life to the cause of interracial
justice and now serves as executive
director of the National Catholic
Conference for Interracial Justlee
(NCCLJ) in Chicago.

She also is founder of the National
Coalition of American Nums, an
organization of 2,000 Sisters devoted
to human rights and social justice
and recently received an award
from the Chicago chapter of the
American Jewish Committee for her
dedicated efforts on behalf of the

Jewish community and Soviet:

Jewry.
Sister Margaret was in Cincinnati
last week to address women
assembled at the- Isaac M. Wise
‘Temple as part of a nationwide
celebration of Human Rights Day, a
national effort to call attention to the
need for human rights for Sowet

Jewry.

‘Ultimate’

In an interview prior to her speech
she described anti-Semitism as “the
ultimate prejudice—longer and
deeper than black-white prejudice.”

While acknowledging that in-
justices exist throughout the world
and that minority groups are
seelnng and attaining justice with

arying degrees of success, Sister
Margaret concentrates on the plight
of the Jew who has suffered per-
secution throughout history, she
says. And that persecution continues
today 'in Russia where there is
“systematic persecution of the Jews
simply because they are Jews,”” she
notes.

Her awareness of what has hap-
pened to the Jews in the past and
what is happening to them today in

T LRSS

e e ™

“ roots of anti-Semitism can be broken .
: whe;'e those roots, are still stronb

that ‘‘the consciousness of
Americans must be raised con-
cerning what is happening to Jews,”
particularly in Russia. But the
difference between the persecutions
ofthepastandtlmepresmﬂygomg
on in Russia, says Sister Margaret,
is that “this time we won’t be
si'leg‘ .tl

Speaking for herself she says,“I
have to raise my voice in protest.
Soviet authorities know the road
they are taking because the road to
Leningrad is the road to Dachau and
Bergen-Belsen. The road to
Leningrad is the same road to the
200 or more copeeng:tioq camps a’ﬁ

during thirties

forﬁes

“History has a way of intruding
itself into the present. The trials in
Kiev and Leningrad today began in
the Pharaoh’s court of Egypt, in the
King' spalaeeof Babylon, in the Nazi
courtrooms of " she warns.

To act as *‘a voice of the Christian
Conscience,”” a  permanent
secretariat on Soviet Jewry was
recently formed by the NCCLJ, with |
committee members including well- |
known and experienced leaders
from the black and Spanish- |
speaking communities and 12
members of the Congress. With such |
personnel along with a full-time |
director, Sister Margaret feels the |
secretariat will bave an impact on
the American media and the !
American conscience. 1

Common Cause i

Although she devotes her
professional energies to the NCCLJ |
and the cause of Soviet Jewry is one
of her principal interests, Sister '

also endorses the efforts |
of other minorities to attain their ‘
rights. “I say right on” to those
efforts and those minorities because
they are all working for the same
basic objective, she says.

“Every man denied his rights is |
important,” she says, no matter !
what minority group may claim !
him. And efforts to help an in- |
dividual nunmty group are really-
efforts to help the entire human
family, she feels.

Sister Margaret sees the churches
‘and the Catholic press as the prin-
cipal instruments through which the

she says.
And she sees signs of hope. This
year Russia has permi almost

30,000 Jews to emigrate, an in-
dication that public opinion and
pressure are factors to which the
Russians will listen, she says.

The full-time secretariat on Soviet

positive ends, too, not only in ¢on- .
sciousness-raising and forming.

public opinion but in exa'tmg puhhc
pressure also.

BﬁSmterMargarethnsanfnner '
hope too, that history will not repeat -

itself, that an antidote will be found
for “t!ns poison within so many of
us.’

With committed people—even one

committed person—she sees reason

to have hope. Some' people may say
‘you’re only one person,’ she says,
but from Sister Margaret’s positive
pmnt of wew. one person is a good

\/

e i b
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down, at least among Catholics’

—c \.._J‘_____. ..4,

iy ! ;:u_...u.._,a--nuH

Jewry should be able to accomplish ':'.J
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MORTON W. RYWECK — WEST CENTRAL AREA DIRECTOR

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
§18 OLive Street - St. Louis, Mo.
(314) - 621-2519
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~ EDITORIALS

Key 73 and Non-Christians

73, a nationwide campaign to ‘‘Call our
Continent to Christ” has already
received more than its share of criticism

A!ﬂ:ﬁﬁgh it is barely under way, Key

-+ ffem several sources. A number of

“modern” or ‘“liberal” commentators

- s in Key 73 a return to that old-time

religion t seems to them out of
keeping with new understandings of
ecumenism and with the very
relationship that should exist between

"' thedndividual and God. Other critics fear

" some(gl,_] with concomitant dangers ‘to
5 nur C . A =

. Key 73-as a form of religious

iglism, attem&tji_ng to make the
U States " a istian theocratic

stians in the society.

~ We feel that the fears expressed must
be taken into consideration by those
anning the activities of Key 73, but that
do not destroy Key 73’s possibilities

to do gaod.
A real return to Christis not simply a
réturn to hand-clapping and hymn sing-

- partici

* evangelism,

ing. It is a commitment to Christ living
today in the poor and the outcasts of soci-
ety. )
Those who fear
Key 73 is about as unorganized as most
massive religicus efforts have to be.
Participating denomipations in Key 73
run the ideological gamut from the
extreme right to the at least moderate
left. Each denomination is called upon to
te in Key 73 in accord with its
own beliefs and its own traditions. The
\-rerl{| multiplicity of those beliefs and
traditions is the best guarantee against
unwarranted pressure being exerted on
non-Christian Americans.

- It should also be noted that to a large
degree Key 73 is, in hallowed American
Protestant terminology, not only
but revival. The
proclamation of Christ and His Gospel is
to be made first to ocurselves, who
already call ourselves Christian, to bring
ourselves to a more complete adherence
to the person and the teachings of Christ.
If Key 73 remains true to Christ and His
teachings, the proclamation of Christ to
others will hardly be coercive. It will be
an invitation, not a command, and it will
be directed to those who' have no
religious affiliatien, not to those who are
already at peace with their conscience
and with God because they have come to
terms with their need for church or
synagogue affiliation.

Non-Christians will, we hope
understand that proclaiming the Gcspei
is an .integral part of the Christian
-vocation. We also hope and expect that
Christians will fulfill the command to
teach all nations in ways that fully
respect the commitment of others to
their own religions, and the freedom and
dignity of each individual to choose, in
accordance with the obligations he feels,
lt;i-s own form of relating to God and to his

other. .

.~Father Edward J. O'Donnell _

e

“Christian
" imperialsim’’ should understand that

St. Louis Review/]anuary 12, 197> .
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Off Key?

There has been considerable—and understandable—furor
recently over the ‘‘Key 73" program, a cooperative effort among
140 major Protestant and Catholic groups to “bring the message
of Christianity to every person on the North American contin-
ent."”

Jewish leaders have expressed concern that the nationwide
evangelical program will re-kindle the kind of fundamentalistic
literalism which gave rise to grave misunderstandings between
Jews and Christians in the past. They have indicated that a
movement which stresses conversion will give renewed fuel to
those groups who target their conversion efforts directly to the
Jewish community. Finally, they indicate that a fundamentalist
revival could mean a return to concepts which have been dis-
carded by responsible Christian leaders in recent years—such as
the historically incorrect accusation that the Jews were re-
sponsible for the Crucifixion, or that Judaism no longer is a valid

+ living faith, but a way station toward Christian ‘‘salvation.”

While the outpouring of concern is valid, we must not lose our
perspective on the program completely. Official spokesmen for .
the national movement have specifically denied any overt or co-
vert anti-Semitic motives, and have taken pains to discourage
any undue pressures on Jews to convert. While failing to be com-
pletely reassuring, at least the leaders of Key 73 have been sensi-
tized to Jewish feeling on the subject. In addition Christians have
a Constitutional right to engage in such a program.

" In the meantime, the Jewish community should build upon
the steps recently taken to improve and upgrade Jewish educa-
tion at all levels. At least some of the Jewish concern over Key 73
has been based on the insecurity which results from lack of confi-
dence that our youth or even our adults are sufficiently knowl-
edgable about their own religion to fend off any crude attempts at
converting them to another faith.

A major key to Jewish survival is Jewish education with
meaning—and improvements in this area must take place even if
programs like Key 73 did not exist.



“Do Not Overreact” to Key
73 programs. That s the first

suggestion on a list of gulde-

lines semt out last week by the
Natlonal Jewish Welfare Board
in New York to Its cun:t‘ltusntl
across the coupiry.

However, in the 14-point’lst
and an Introductory lettér,
Jowish Jeaders are urged to
“mobilize local resources,” firat
for appraising, then blunting
the thrust of any Key 73 mls-
sionary actlvity fn their com-
munities.

“Focus on the teen-ager.”
says tho military-style memo-
randum from board president,
Morton L. Mandel. “Not only
college students, but those in
the high schools and even in
the junior high schools must be
deemed vulnerable, Many mis-
slonarfes may concentrale on
teen-agers, dellberately using a
peer-group approach, exploiting
the unsettled state that marks
the adolescent years In these
times."”

Although crash programs and
gimmickry must be avoided,
the memorandom says, '‘experi-

mentation with innovative and -

crative approaches to opening

channels of participation by our
youth must be given high prior-

g I‘y. "

Key 73 Is the interdenomina-
tional evangelism program now
under way ‘in about 150 Protes-
tant and Catholic groups in the
United States and Canada. Na-
tional ey 73 officers have said
the programs are not designed
specifically to convert Jews or
any particular groups.

But, they say, they have not
recommended that Key 73 par-
ticipants make a conscious ef-
fort to bypass Jewish communi-
tles, which some national Jew-
ish leaders had requested.

The welfare board's memo-
randum advises against any de-
bate, dialogue or discussion
with missionaries.

Jews Warned Of Key 73 Pros:’el\rt:néw

“Above all, do not Invite mis-
sioneries or their followers to
address meetings under Jewish
auspices. Such hospitality only
gives the missionary cause in-
stitutional dignity and legitima-
cy.

“On the other hand, do not
publicly attack or abuse the
missionaries. This merely
serves to surround them with
an aura of martyrdom, to our
loss. Our essential obligation is
to shore up our Jewishness. ™

Mentioned among possibilities
for youth programs are coffee.

houses where youths can come -

for informal “shmoos" and a
Incal telephone ‘‘hot line’ offer-
ing instant counseling for Jew-
Ish callers.

The memorandum urgeda

censtant flow of Information |
and strong liaison between local |-

communities and national agen-
cies tn help in updating future
guidelines and suggestions.

The welfare board serves as}

a clearinghouse [or more than
I5 national agencies in all
hranches of Judalsm, including
all Jewish community centers.

e

et
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The author is pastor of the Baptist-
Presbyterian Church in Valley, Neb.,
and is chairman of the Key 73 Scrip-
ture distribution program in western

.. .Douglas County. Key 73 is a nation-
¢ swide evangelical effort in which most
7 "Christian denominations have joined.

By John M. Leggett

The article in “Another Point of View” by
Rabbi Sidney Brooks (“AlA Stand and Key 73
Can Divide Our Society”) clearly exposes the
fgct-¢hat the real issue for many behind the
yecoat episode at UNO is essentially religious,
fot canstitutional.

** Rabbl Brooks obviously feels that any

and all religlous efforts which are *‘mis-

-glonary and persuasive in intent” are

wrong. He would like to see all religious

preaching and teaching Hmited fo
5. “teaching one’s faith to one’s own.”

This may be sound Judaism, since that
faith operates almost exclusively within its
own cultural and religious group, but the
Umdrexd States Constitution does not require any
such limitation, nor is it compatible with the
basic tenets of Christianity.

" * %k % .

The Constitution provides no legal barrier
to evangelism or Key 73. On the conmtrary, it
protects the right of each person to practice
his. rellgion in whatever way he chooses so
tong ss he does not infringe upon the rights of
gibers. Our American heritage puts great em-
phasis upon the free exchange of ideas and the
effart to persuade others of the correctness of
our pasition.

Yl.‘ll -2 B

foniond - :

2 the New Truce—Hey, Watch It,
s You Foolsl«—Truce . . .’

OMALIA o RLD ;LL{JEHAL_O

‘Evangelism Is Not Divisive’

Puabbi Brooks states that by now we

should accept the principle that each man has !

the right to determine his own spiritua! destiny
without -fear of otbers, majority or minority,
who may not agree.” But then he goes on to
suggest that this means the elimination of all

Another Point of View

|\

‘“‘overt missionary action’ and evidently would
like to see the government enforce his own
particular religious view at this point.
Christians can never accept the argu-
ment that the preaching and teaching of

Christlanity should be limited fo those

who are already within the circle of

Christlanity. It is a religion of all man-

kind and essentially evangelistic and

missionary in nature.

Christianity arose within Judaism but very
early decided not to be limited to Jews nor
exclude them from its concern. The relation-
ships between Christians and Jews have not
always been good, but they have been at their
worst when one side has tried to use the power
or influence of government to force its views
upon the other.

All Americans should support efforts to see
that our constitutional guarantees of religious
liberty are maintained. However, when one be-
gins an argument for religious liberty with a
statement such as this his real motives be-
come clear: “The greatest danger which our
country faces from Key 73 and related pro-
grams . . . is the divisiveness which must inev-
itably hurt our society as a result of mis-
sionary preaching of a particular religious
doctrine.”

* ¥ %

1f Judaism does not wish to extend itself to
include all humanity equally, that is its privi-
lege. But it has no right to cry “foul" and
delz:sand everybody else play the game by its
Tu o "

There may very well be a constitutional
question relating to the appearance of AlA at
UNO, but to charge that Key 73 is in essence
divisive or dangerous to our nation is simply a
religious maneuver designed to blunt the effec-
tiveness of an effort which has enlisted the
most widespread support of Christians that
has ever been seen in America.

AIA’s message may not have the support of |

all Christians, even all those participating in
Key 73. But the right of any American to law-
fully witness to his faith and seek to persuade
others is neither damperous nor. divisive and
something which should be encouraged by reli-
gious leaders and all Americans.

Comments on"this page reflect di-
verse points of view and are not neces~
. sarily those of The World-Herald.
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A soime point duaring 1975
neacly  every  Jdorsayan s

to oa oifcred & iren
G i some way e
R Y G iciiow Jog
i arying fo enceiiTRze
vesk in ne  Cheislian

"he stalewide crusade now
winlal way is parl of a mnas
sive  nalional  evasgelisnn
capingn called Key 73 and
apansored by over 100 denome
inalions and religious oigani-
zations,

ey T s heing coardinated
by a lheee-persin staff in St
Lowis, Mo, with clergymen
serving as slale and repioial
chairinen avound e countzy.

- - .. :

The cffort is basically in-
lended 1o pel lay members
o) Incal eongregalions (o re-
affivim {heir religions. convic-
tions and lo scek converls or
cenenirage lapsed  Chvislians.
{o retarn o the chiarches.

The peojeel etiginated in
18550 .-mt |rr'ma.m.1s for ihe
apnign wors
cuiced .Iy a coninilice whieh

©, heid one of ils five anamsl

weelings i Newark at the

Hotel Robert Treal.
Chairman of the Key 73

task dorce of the New Jersey

¥ Ji.scnh-l_:ﬁ. paslor
of Cross of Giory Lutheran
Ciaurch in Matawan,

“Basically I\'ey 73 is a local
level kind of thing,” Rev.
Ebischbach c:plamc:l

"0ur job on lhe stale lewel
is 1o encourage and assist as
much as we can, bul reaily
it 18 (o Ly to get loesl
churches to [oria ecumenical
ciusiers in fheir own lowns
to deal with the thrusts of Lhe
campaign.”

. v .

One of the primary projecls
in New Jersey will be the
distribwition of free booklels
cwiiaining porlions of scrip-
ture, Tiev.: Ebischbach said,

te is also evanglism chair-
man  for the New Jersey
Svaadd of the Lutheran Church

L of Churches is I{cv._

i;-’.‘..l S N T \'lj’ i
48 @i T
R \#i‘w} = u \-

_-/f// 22

G be-  tie ‘\m Jersey and New
t and  York area.

Testat i proselyiis
TGS A SUICC OF COl
wonsion nave been exnvessed “. .. the Council rejoices
by various won-Christian lead-  in  Chrislianity’s rootage in
ers, esprciaiy by Jewisa  and conticl with Jewish tra-
spoliesiiein. ditions.” the stalemeut read.
“Christians onzht to be sen-
silive to the perspeciives of
Tae American Jewisi Com-  Jowish men and women,” it
mitice, heated by Thilip T, continiied.
[ “Such n sensilivity entuiis
i I vonsideration of ihe
!l_r;;'.hg . IICANS  ANG PUrposes oF our
Key T W res wiliess Lo Jews, one aclions
spect dhe convictions and feel- iy all eases ., oight (o he

" menti

roselylive Lhe Jdewish come  seiytizalion."”
ity Also in reaction o the Jew-

Soy T3 leaders o “aveid (he ' 73, ‘lhe llnilafl Chusen of
-.:rn;mllc::‘ﬂ.il'nlt that Chrisl.i:mii.;,r Cirist Board of Warid Minis-

i S5 . lries last week urged the for-
i Ameri i yriony- T we 4
F‘mm - 1“ X mation of a new ecumciical

nitlee said it “recognizes Lae
nicrent rizht of all religious :
qunities o propagalc 2
it failh in eur ploralistic |© Y —
iy but_urzed an atili-
by the Christian evon- |
disls which wonld pot be
*piicssive to the dignity and
Irmr of the Jewish pro-
c‘l’ >

-
The A:merican Jewish Congs r

ress Was also.called aticnlion
1o the pulential religicus cone
flict which eould develop rom
overgeaious  approaches Lo
Jews by Cipistians. en
in ey 73 activities. e

Rabbi Avthur Hertzberg of
Temple Amanu-El in Engle-
wocd and a faculty member
at Ruigers University is pres-
icent of the American Jewish | |
Congress.

- President of the New Jer-
sey region of the Congress is
Rabbi  Isvael Dresner  of
Temple Beth-Tikvah in Wayne.

“We wish our Chrislizn bro-
thers well in any Kinel of -
tivity which will bring heir
peopiec back o the church.”
Hahdi  Dresner commenled
iasl weck, “'but we view with
concein the kind of religious
imperialism which lries to
bring non-Christians jnlo the |
Christian fold.” I-

| Erooes

ings of Jews and to disavaw frec frem the aura of pres-
specilicaily any intention Lo sure and lhr poleniic of pro-

The stterment also weped ISh concetn aroused hy Key -

-

The American Ie\msh Corme m-g ;em"-dmd,q.ﬁeé,fﬂ}’f.
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i o e o peaty the
uciiia delgils of Lhe evange-
s operation will te worked
out on a neighborkood basis
by Tocal chitreics.

Rew. Lailis Meyer, pasior
o anobier Lutheran church,
in Maywood, is chairman of
the Key 73 commiitec for {he
New York-New dorsey mielrg-
politan area.

Aside  from  encoucaging
ioeal  churchies 1o conduct
their  own  aclivities,  his
coiainivier has pianned  sev-
cral evenls fo lake place in
New York this vear.

A Congress on Lvangelisim
will be held at the Manhats
wan Salvation  Army  Cealer
at 120 W, idth St on March
di, for example, [lealuring
workshops  in evangelism
techniques to deal wilh spe-
cific groups.

A Christian  Arls Festival
is planped for July 4 atl
Bryanl Dark. wili  exhili-
tions, dramas and musical
araps.,

Rev., Meyer's  commillee
hiss also scheduled a mass
radly lor  Madison  Square
Garcgen el Foruwm on Ocl.
15, where bautheran Hour ridio
preacher Tev. Oswald Hoif-
mana will speak.

The melropolitan arca Key
T3 commilice also publishes
a newspaper which is mailed
o over 7.500 clergymen of
all  denominations in  the
aiea. :

T{ sufficient money can be
raised, Rev., Meyer's groip
@50 pians to launch a special
ivlevision “preaching ~ mis-
sion” in  the rnaeiropolitan
aiea.

- Ld .

Enthusiasia  among  some
Chiistians for Key 73 is
running very high.

Rev. W. A. Rucdeke, Key
4 exectlive direclor and a
clergyman of (he Lutheran
Chuieh - Missourt Synod,
claimed recently that “Key
75 promises o be the grealest
ihing (hal has happened Lo
tive church in our gpeneraiion
— possibly for seveial gene-
raiions.”

But this enlhusiasm is not
shared by all religious lead-
ers. :

Concerns that Key 73 could

PR Y IS ey
Comeil of  Chtans,

v

Jews. :

“We arg SUpposet o L oi-
fering gospel — goud news,”
ie said.

“It's not good news if T want
to assimiiaie you or lo clonber
you with 1y beliels. Tuai's
ceclesiaslical hnperiaiism
and iU's had news."

Oa ithe other Gand, Bev.
Mover said thal  Cheislians
witnessing 10 their it had
lo Like @n exciusivist view-

point when dealing wiiin noi- |

hristians because of the very
natuie of the Chuistian faith,

“We live in a counlry proud
of ils [reedoms.” lic ‘said.
“and one is that the individual
is [ree lo believe whal be
wanls and to share that wilh
others and then it's up lo the
otlier individual to accept or
reject,

“Put il's a two-way street,
Jews and othei's also have the
privilcge of wilnessing® Lo

their faith if they wish,"” said |

Rev. Meyer.

- - v

lle did say, however, fhat
*Jews are not a specilic tar-
get of Key 73" and he has had
his commitice meet with
groups ol Jewish leaders in
New York to case misgivings.

Last weck, the New Jersey
Council of Churches issued
a statement on Key 73 which
deait specifically with the

{ ‘ ':l'\'ﬂ[: .
fhat care shouui™ i Tasen i |
evangelistic__apocoaciies. 6. ).

_Jewish reaction building in

— —
-
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The "“Xey 737
zvangslist drive intended to “bring
the nation to Christ.” has brought a
cill for action to major Jewish
arganizations, it was reported this
“week
of the Jrive's division to brmg
'f‘-'-'s~ -especiully Jewish youih ‘in
high schoels and co [{eg__r.s ~fo the
acceptance of --4he  Christinn

rzlizion especially has ul‘lill’b\’.‘d'

Jowish leaders.

nationwide

!‘w: “Jews for Jesus™ slogan |

4 AT

\a‘;‘.l

The most comprehensive report
on the drive to date has bcen
vritten by Doris Smolar. editor-in-
chief emeritus - of the Jewish
telegraphic Agency, Inc. Following
are excerpts from his findings.

Aithough the campaign is not
intentionally anti-Semitic, Jewish
organizations fear it may lead to
interrcligious  tensions. . The
Aracrican Jewish Comumittee is
therefore  alerting Jewish com-

sceks

“munitics throughout the country to

this possibility and to possible ap-
proaches for dealing with it. -

In addition 1o the tensions which
the slogan “Jews for Jecsus™ may
provoke between Christians and

* Jews, the American Jowish Com-

mittee is also disturbzd over the
fact that the evangelist movement’
to revive the notion of
America as a Christian nation. It
wiil stress this m:'ym itslarge“Key

4 e
Sarving Clark, Cranford, Dunellen, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Garvood, Hillside, Xenilworth, Linden, Mcuntamslde. £ L
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'73" campaigns which will be con-
ducted during the yéar on. the
widest scale possible, Some 130
dcnominations and church groups
are alfiliated with. the effort for
which the sum of $5,000,000 has
been budgeted.

Leaders of the American Jewish
Committee have indicated that
_they will waork actively in 1973

through their own chapiers, as well-

as with local Jewish Community

¥
ia Buils s

Rc]anons Councils and local rab-
binical groups and academicians in
responding to theissues involved in
the “Key 73" drive in a conslruc-
tive spirit, The Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith has similarly
indicated that it wiil make Chris-
tian leaders and groups aware of
the Jewish concerns. The ADL
believes . that  evangelical cam-
paigns directed towards Jéws will

(Continued an page 3)
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(Connned from page 1)
lend to thrive on notions about
Jews and Judaisra which nurture
anti-Samitic attitudes.
ALAQMIST ASSERTIONS:
Some Jewish groups in (hi
country are perturbed over e (aa
that John G, Schmitz, who ran as
serdidate for Presidemt of the

United States on the ticket of the'

righi-wing  American  Party
received inure than 1,000,000 votes
during “the elections in which
TR0 voles were cast. The
American Party ard Schmitz, -a
former PRepublican Congressman,
ure described by  the  Anti-
Defamation Leagize of Bnai B'rith
as “disiributors of Loti-Semitism.™

The number oi w125 received by
Schmitz are —probably
wrongly-~considercd by some a
Lad vmen for Jews in this country.
Coupled with the fact that the John
Birch Saciciy is now disseminating
a book "“None Dare Cull it
Censpiracy™  containing  anti-

“hinnucndess, and with other
clopments signaling increase in
soi-Semitic weivisies,  alarmist
srociticns are being made by some
trat dews better be prepared for the
id=a that anit-lewish persecution is
pcesible in this country. :

The National Jewish Com-
munity Relations Advisory Coun-
cil terms thzse assertions “irress
ponsible anc reprehensible.™ This
central bodv—which coordinates
the policizs of all major Jewish
orpanizations and of over 100 local
Jowish Community Councils on
combutting anti-Semitism --rejects
and denounces all alarmist war-
nings as being “without merit.” It
rezifirms  confidence in  the
Americandemocratic svsiem asthe
safeguard of cqual treatment for
all.

The NJCRAC stresses that in no
place and at no time in modern his-
tory have Jews as a group been
more secure ang attained higher
status or greater aflluence than in
the United States in the present
generation, Jews—the NJCRAC
points ~ out—are among the

eminent in virtually all major
prefessions. in political posts both
elective and appointive and in the

Jjudiciary. Many are among the

socially prominent. In the
academic lield, they count about
<010.000 students and some 50,000

“professors. They are, as a group,

upwardly mobile economically
altiough a substantial minority are
poor. To speak of “disturbing im-
plications for the security of
Ainerican Jewry™ seems thereflore
to bz far from reality. .

JEWISH WATCHFULNESS:

While sharply critizing “alar-
mist" warnings, the NJCRAC
makes it clear at the same time that
there is saome concern over the [act
that anti-Semitism is voiced on the
floar of Congress and recorded in
the Congressional Record. Also
with the fact that the media is
currently allowing somewhat less
restrained  reporting of anti-
Semitic material and anti-Semitic
utterances. )

The NJCKAC does not deny
that militant Negro elements and
extremists_of the left and of the

right are conducting anti-Semitic
propaganda. However, it em-
phasizes that none ol these groups
commands substantial public sup-
port or acceptance. It admits that
discredited neo-Nazi movements
surface from time to time, but in-
dicates that they are being
monitored.

The NJCRAC belicves that it is
important to differentiate an-
tagonism or hostility toward
Jewish positions on issues from an-
tagonism or hostility toward Jews,

as Jews. It points out that in public -

controversies on issucs, not only
the Jewish stands, but Jews as
defenders of those positions, may
be bitterly criticized or verbally at-
tacked by adversaries. Such
criticism .and  attacks—when
genuinely flowing from clashes of
interest and opinion—should not
be confused with anti-Semitic
canards or libels or deliberate
sterotyping, the NJCRAC urges.

In general, the NJCRAC
recommends continual wat-
chlulness to detect anti-Semitic
manifestations and to counter
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them. Its fundamental strategy is
however lor Jews and the Jewish

community to ally themselves with ~
the forces in American society that

~work toward the elimination of

racial and economic injustices and
poverty and are dedicated to the
preservation of [reedom,
constitutional rights and democ-
ratic procedures, i

—-— e -



[end]
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