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KEY 73 = AN INTERIM REPORT
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on Jewlsh-Christian Relations
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National Interreligious Affairs Director
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“SUMMARY OF SURVEY FINDINGS

The launching of Key 73 - the unprecedented nationwide ecumenical
Evangelism campaign designed "to call the continent to Christ" and "to
share with every person in the North American continent the gospel of
' Jesus Christ" - has resulted in a national dialogue on the implications
of Key 73 for American pluralism and for Jewish-Christian relations.
Anticipating the possibility of misunderstanding and potential inter-
group conflict as a result of the unclear and provocative Key 73 slogan,
the American Jewish Committee undertook to meet with Key 73 leadership
last October in St, Louis in order to seek such public clarification
before the campaign got under way in December. Younger leaders of Key
73 understood the need for such a public declaration, but their views
were apparently vetoed by more conservative members. In the absence
of such clarification, the expected confusion and intergroup strain
happened. But the unexpected also happened and in many ways that is
the most significant finding of this survey:

Throughout the country, in community after community, conversations and
formal dialogues began to take place between Jewish and Christian lead-
ership. As a result of the clarification of the issues raised regard-
ing pluralism and proselytization, a number of respected Christian
leaders have begun to issue important statements in which they have
unequivocally rejected proselytization of the Jewish people as a goal
of Key 73 and of the Christian communities.

Thus, for example, the Chairman of the Key 73 Task Force of Southern
California-Arizona Conference declared in a public statement,

"Some over-zealous campus organizations and Christian groups con-
sider Key 73 a mandate to convert Jews and those of other religions
to their particular brand of Christianity. This interpretation is
unfortunate and deplorable,

"The primary purposes of Key 73 are those of calling Christians to
a deeper understanding of and commitment to their faith, and to
reach those of our Continent who are not actively related to any
of the religious organizations in our society. Any assumption
that those of other religious traditions are without a meaningful
faith is arrogant and presumptuous. There are plenty of prospects
for conversion on this Continent, and hence no need for prosely-
tizing those who are already committed to another faith."

Similar statements issued by Christian leaders in every region of the
United States are contained in this document. Significantly, this AJC
survey finds Roman Catholic leaders, who are committed to improved
Christian-Jewish relations by virtue of the teachings of Vatican Council
II, have played an important role in bringing about these clarifying
pronouncqnenta
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Should this process continue of clarifying Christian attitudes of
respect for the integrity of Judaism and the Jewish people as a liv-
ing faith community whose religion is a permanent source of truth and
value, paradoxically one of the lasting achievements of the Key 72
debate may well be the emergence for the first time in the history of
Jewish-Christian relations in the United States of a majority
Christian consensus that repudiates the proselytization of the Jewish
community, '

While this exceedingly important development is taking place, sight
must not be lost of the fact that on a grass roots level a number of
disturbing episodes continue to take place involving psychological

- harassment and social ostracism of Jewish young people in public high
schools and on college campuses. This survey documents (on pages 6-13),
for the first time to our knowledge, reports of such actual experiences
of efforts to evangelize Jewish young people on such an extensive
scale, especially on the high school level, carried out mainly by non-
establishment" evangelical groups.

One of the implications of these contradictory developments is that

the Jewish community will have to find effective ways during the com-
ing weeks and months to close the gap between the positive statements
that Christian leaders are issuing repudiating proselytization and the
actual practices of non-establishment evangelical groups that are per-
sisting in concentrating their conversionary attention on Jewish young
people. This fact holds serious programmatic implications for Jewish
parents, Jewish community relations counsellors and rabbinic associa-
tions who in cooperation with enlightened local Christian leadership
and school officials will have to find an effective way of establish-
ing limits and guidelines for proselytizing which may clearly consti-
tute a violation of the First Amendment of the Constitution of the
United States.

It is the hope of the American Jewish Committee that this documenta-
tion will provide a basis for effective dialogue and cooperative
efforts between Christians and Jews throughout the United States in
order to assure that the positive values of American pluralism are
preserved and that the substantial gains in Jewish-Christian under-
standing achieved over the past several decades will not be eroded.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum



KEY 73 - AN INTERIM REPORT i1

A Prellminary Survey and Evaluation of the Impact of Key 73 on Jewish-
Christian Relations

"The year-long evangelical campaign, Key 73, scheduled to
begin in January, could well become an historic turning
point in relations between Evangelical Christians and Jews
of the magnitude of Vatican Council II, provided it is
used as an opportunity to clarify Christian recognition of
Jews and Judaism as valid sources of truth rather than as
objects of conversion,

"Christian leaders, including Evangelical leaders, have a
valid theological alternative to proselytizing which has
already been accepted by substantial numbers of recognized
Catholic and Protestant theologians and Biblical scholars,
namely, that the Covenant of Sinai is permanent, and that
Christianity must see itself not in terms of substitution,
‘but rather in terms of being a complementary Covenant to
the Covenant of Israel,"
Those two themes, which this writer set forth in December 1972 - on
the eve of the launching of Key 73's program 'to call the continent
to Christ in 1973" - were the bases of a policy adopted by the
National Executive Council of the American Jewish Committee designed
to help transform a potentially conflict-laden issue into an oppor-

tunity for achieving mutual understanding and reciprocal respect be-

tween Christians and Jews. During the past several months, AJC's

- Interreligious Affairs specialists have met and corresponded with

numerous Key 73 national, regional, and local leaders, as well as
with Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical denominational leaders

affiliated with the unprecedented ecumenical drive to evangelize
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"every person in North America." In addition, we have conferred
with a large number of local rabbinic associations, Jewish commun-
ity councils, and ecumenical and interreligious bodies in every
region of the United States. Included in this effort of education
and interpretation of_Jewish éoncerns about Key 73 have been con-
ferences with Christian and Jewish editors, and a variety of appear-
aﬁces on national and local TV and radio programs throughout the
cauntry.

What have been the effects of these efforts? While Key 73
is still in its earliest stages and it is therefore too early to
draw any defiﬁitive conclusions, enough data has been accumulated
to warrant the foliowing preliminary conclusions:

1) .The public articulation of Jewish concerns regarding the
possible negative implications of aspects of Key 73's purposes for
American pluralism, unbridled proselytization of Jews, denigrating
images of Judaism, and potential nurturing of theological anti-
Semitism have resulted in a decidedly positive reSponse.on the part
of many Christian leaders, including Key 73 spokesmen. There are,
of course, Christian clergy who continue to adhére to classie, lit-
eralist evangelical views regarding Jews and Judaism, but that was
predictable and far less surprising than our survey's finding of
the dégree to which Christians associated with Key 73 were prepared -
once they understood the issues - to rethink their attitudes toward

Judaism in terms that accorded increasingly with Jewish self-under-



standing,

2) This national dialogue, although accompanied at times
by uncomfortable but frequently constructive intergroup tensions,
has served as an occasion for Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical
leaders to clarify - for the.first time ~ that the policy of Key 73

is "to reach the unchurched" and that Key 73 'has no strategy for

proselytizing the Jews."| The Rev. Joe Hale, a central figure in

Key 73, stated, '"Key 73 was organized by Christians wanting to share
a pefsonal meaning in faith with those who seek no féith. We have
never been interested in cornering people who have a_meaﬁingful faith

- and trying to persuade them.'" (Religious News Service, Jan. 11; 1973).

Reflecting these views, fhe Rev, Charles L. Eastman, minister
of the First Congregational Church, North Miami, Florida, sent a
letter to all the rabbis in his érea, deblariﬁg:

"I for one, do not consider Jews, as 'unchurched'. It is my
understanding that the other three ministers in the area do not con-
sider Jews as a target for 'Kef 13 either....If-'Key.73' united

Christianity_by.dividing Christians and Jews, in my opinion, it has

failed in its effort." (Miami Herald, Dec. 30, 1972).

A number of other similar statements by Roman Catholic,
Protestant and'Evangélical spokesmen are reported elsewhere_in this
document. The net consequence of these declarations is that a fun&-
mental and crucial point is being made and understood, probably for

the first time on a national basis in the history of Jewish-Christian




-4 -
relations throughout the United States, namely, that the Jewish
community is "off limits" to proselytizing activity, and that Jews
will not accept passively a relationship with Chrisfians th;t-re~
duces Jewry to an object of conversion, and that does not respect
Judaism as a living faith and source of permanent truth and value
to the Jewish people. This does not exclude the possibility that
individual Jews will become Christians, as growing numbers of
Christians are becoming Jews (mainly through intermarriage). The
decisive developmenf that is emerging is that a national policy is
being shaﬁed between faith communities that excludes proselytizing
as a basic precondition to ény ongoing, meaningful reiatidnship be-
tween American Christians and Jews. |

3) The Key 73 dialoéue has led to a national clarification
of policy regarding anti-Semitism. In a letter to this writer,
dated December:fij 1972, the executive'director of Key 73, Dr.
Theodoré A. Raedeke, of St, Louis has written,

"There is no anti—Semitism in either the ideoiogy or: the
thrust of Key 73....We do not wish_to pe;secute, pressure or férce
Jews to believe or do anything againgt their Will;.,we will attempt

in no way to wrong the Jewish community..."
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This writer communicated such concerns about anti-Semitism

to Dr. Billy Graham, who had repudiated the "deicide" charge
during a sermon at his Charlotte Crusade in March, 1972. In reply,
Dr. Graham wrote on April 18, 1972:

"I appreciate your encouraging comments concerning

remarks I made in Charlotte, I have made a point

of doing this in every sermon that I preach concern-

ing the death of Jesus Christ.

"I shall most certainly see that this emphasis is made"
in the forthcoming EXPLO '72 and Key 73.

These statements assume significance especially in relation
to fundamentalist Christians who have tended to teach and preach a
literalist interpretation of the Crucifixion episode which histor-

ically has portrayed Jews as ''Christ~killers,' and "enemies of God,"
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thereby providing poisonous seeds of anti-Semitism. That school of
thought which associates itself with this evangelical campaign can-
not now use the sanction of ﬁey 73 for such anti-Jewish views.

4) The Key 73 dialogue has resulted in the beginning of some
clarification regarding the ideological implicatiﬁns of its provoca-
tive slogans for American pluralism. The most forthright statement

on this issue has come from the editors of Christianity Today, who

were centrally involved in launching Key 73:

"We can dismiss as wishful thinking any announced aim by un-
informed Key 73 participanté of making tﬁg_Unitéd States 5 Christian
nation and it will very probably never be. Nor shbuld we hesitate
to pronounce judgment upon the coﬁcepf of civil religion in America;
if there were such a thing, it would turn out to be a Frankenstein
monster that no devout Bible believer would want any part of." -
(Religious News Service, Dec. 5, 1972),

Welcome and valuable as are these clarifications of basic
issues, it must be stressed that they have far from penetrated as
yet into many local communities, nor ﬁave they influenced the atti-
tudes and behavior of numerous fervent "grass roots' evangelicals
toward Jews. We are in the process of compiling for publication re-
ports from Jewish communities throughout the country which already
demonstrate that such groups as Campus Crusade for Christ, Inter--
Varsity Youth Fellowship, Young Life, Athletes In Action, Jews for

Jesus, etc. are abusing the conscience in many instances of Jewish
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young people on college campuses and in public high schools, and
are also violating the First Amendment in the misuse of public
facilities for p}oselytizing activities. Foliowing are several recent
episodes that have been called to éur.attention:

* In a public high school in Columbus, Ohio,all members of the
varsity athletic teams must belong to the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, Thirty percent of the student body is Jewish and the Jew-
ish members of athletic teams are neQertheless required to join.
Before each game, '"testimonies to Christ' sessions are held kin the
locker room. At the conclusion of school assemblies, pledge cards
for Jesus are handed out to all students and collected by the teachers.

* At the Montclair, N.J. High School, a strong youth fellowship
has formed itself as a Jesus movement which actively takes part in
the choral societies and fosters informal conversations bétween
classes. This group regularly invites students to sit in with home
study groups whxm where witnessing to Christ and religious discussions
take place. Jewish students are being approached by Christian qlass-
mates who seek to demonstrate their ignorance of the Bible and of
Judaism and instill guilt feelings. The daughﬁer of a cantor was
recently invited by a Christian boy?gttend a bible reading class.

She immediately discovered that the meeting was designed to convert
her to Christianity. Because of her strong Jéwish education, she was

able to turn away the conversionary overtures. While no further
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efforts have been made to convert her, she has felt a social
isolation on the part of her Christian classmates which is, affect-
ing negatively her high school experiénce.

.Particularly disturbing to the Jewish community is the news
that a Campus Crusade for Christ group has rented a building some
eight blocks from the high school, which has become a meeting place
for indoctrinating Christian youth in pfoselytizing activities.
Frequently Christian students approach classmatés on the high
school sidewalks and attempt to engage EP?T in religious discussions,
beginning with the question, '"What do you think of Jesus?" It is
reported that proselytizing activities are being conducted in the
school's cofridors. Jewish parents have approached the school
principal énﬁ efférts are being made to work out some guidelines
that will prevent further psychclégical harassment and deceptive
invitations. |
- (According to Paul Eshelman, director of Campus Ministries for
Campus Crusade for Christ International, which is headquartered in
California, his group‘has organizations in 400 large colleges, and
is now seeking to reach ﬁut to smaller schools, including junior

colleges. "Through evangelizing strategiés," Eshelman told the

Dallas Morning News, January 6, 1973, "Campus Crusades expects to
offer the gospel message to everyoﬁe in the United States by 1975

and to move into all directions of the world for a five year satura-




fion of evangelism.'")

* In Miami Beach, Florida last December a ''Chanukkah' celebration
was sponsored at the Miami Beach Auditorium in honor of the 25th
anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel. The
auditorium was filled to capacity, especially by elderly.Jewish men
and women who havé retired in Florida. After the film on Israel was
shown, the sponsors invited the audience to make a decision for
Christ. The elderly Jews in the audience protested vigorously their
having been deceived. The Chanukkah celebration was sponsored by the
American Board of Missions to the Jeés which linked it with Key 73-.

* At the University of Nebraskaﬁin Omaha, a group of wrestlers
affiliated with Athletes in Action (AIA), the athletic division of
Campus_Crﬁsade for Christ, sought to give public testimony for Chris;
'dﬁring an appearance against the university's wrestling team. They
soﬁght permission to use the public loudspeaker system, pass out
literature, and meet with interested persons after the wrestling
mafch° A university philosophy professor, Dr. L. Duane Willard, filed
a written protest on the ground that the proselytizing activity would
violate the U. S. Constitution. A ﬁublic controversy has déveloped
between Christian and Jewish répresentatives in an exchange of"

editorials in the Omaha World Herald.

* In Bakersfield, California,the City Coqncil gave its formal



endorsement to Key 73.

* In Los Angeles, City Councilman Thomas Bradley serves as
honorary chairman of Key 73, énd participated in a prayer luncheon
1auﬁé§ng the evangelistic drive. Rabbi John M. Sherwood of Temple
Emet of Woodland Hills stated in the press that '"govermment officials
breach the spirit of the First Amendment when they publicly ally
themselves with religious movements whose goal is to convert others."

* In Durham, North Carolina, Variety magazine reports on January
23,"growing controversy has followedin_the wake of a new television
series, 'Ben Israel,' aimed at the Jewish audience and being aired
over WRDU#TV.” Rabbi Arnold S, Task of Temple Emanuel in Greensboro
said the show's attitude is "wery disrespectful of the Jewish religion

and people in general." The shows are co-hosted by two''Messianic

Jews," Arthur Katz and Paul Gordon.

* In Sén ste, California, at a regional meeting of the Union.
éf.American Hebrew Congregations, a groﬁp of Jews for Jesus picketed
the meeting and religious services of the Reform Jewish group with
offensive signé. | |

* In Westchester, New York,at a convention of the United Synagogue
Youth, half of the 90 teen-agers attending indicated that they had
been approached by missionaries in their schools. Of.the 1,300
delegates attending thé'national United Synagogue Youth convention*qb&Sﬁ
about half indicated they had had a '"'one-on-one'" confrontation with
evangelists.

* In Inddanapolis, Highland Park (Chicago suburb), Silver Spring,
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Maryland, praye; sessions are held on high scﬁool premises in the
morning, led by professional proselytizers. The students are bre-
pared to proselytize among their giassmates in high school. (These
are cdmmuﬁity reports from Jewish agencies.)

* In Boston, a Hebrew-Christian family sought membership in thel
Jewi sh Community Center. They said their avoﬁed purpose was to
evangelize-Jewish families. |

* In Atlanta, Georgia, a "Solutidn Bowl" training institute was
sponsored by the Campus Crusade for Christ, with a section devoted
to "Introducing Jews to Jesus," conduc&ed by Rev. Perrin Cooke.

* In Bay Ridge, and in northeast Queens two Jews for Jésus store-
front centers have béen opened in Jewish neighborhoods.

% At the University of Rochester as well as at Brockport there
is evidence of conversionary'efforts on. the part-of various Jesus
movements di:eéted toward-Jewish'stﬁdents. One of the Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship ministeéglbroughtlthe Jews for Jesus group hére
and specifically met_with 40 Christian undergraduate students early
in the day to brief them of the most "successfﬁl“_wayswto evangelige
Jews on campus., | |

In a demonstfation program 6h.thé'part of a group who consider

themselves both-Christians and Jews held on thé Rochester Qampus

last spring, several Jewish converts were 'put on display'" to give
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testimony and witness as to the truth that had come into their
iives as they found Jesus. |

* In South Miami, a Campus fmx Crusade for Christ office which
is manned by about éight full timerprofessional workers, developed
about five student teams numbering from two to four part time

- workers who worked through the dormitories on the University of

Miami campus on a nightly basis.

* At:the University of Michigan,la group of campus evangelists
came to the dormitory rooms of Jewish#students on the pretext of con-
duéting "a psychological experiment" and "a survey of réligious
attitudes." Last Yom Kippur, several "Hebrew-Christians" at this
university conducted a "Day of Atonement' service intended fﬁr un-
suspecting Jewish students. When Jewish faculty members and
sfudents heard about the ruse, they stood in front of the building
with signs, "Come Home, Jews."

% At Duke University in Durﬁam, North Carolina the basketball

team played the Athletes £ rist in competition, and at intermission

time, the assembled crowd was made to observe a compulsory program of

"witnessing for Jesus.' The basketball team was required to witness
to their faith in Christ in the locker room. A senior Jewish

varsity player found it necessary to remain silent until after the

season. As a result of faculty opposition on the basis that a

- publicly-funded university cannot become a center for proselytizing,

S Vragono- By Do Duks,_
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the practice wgs terminated. But there are still an estimated
200-300 Crusaders for Christ on the Duke campus who havemade the
university'dormitories a laboratory for evangelical missionary efforts.

* A Jewish community relations specialist from California asserts
that "there is more evangelical activity in the junmior high schools
and high schools today than in the past ten yearsjy
* In Hollywood, Florida, two young missionaries from the Hollywood

Bible College approached a 13-year old Jewish girl on the beach, and

witnessed to hér for 2% hqufs until she agreed to accept Christ.

* The denigration of Jewiéﬁ religion and its spirituai values has
traditionally been a stock in trade of those organizations involved in
evangelizing Jews. Thus, a brochure distributed by the American Board
of Missions to the Jews states:

——————

Never before in Israel's history has the Jew ——._
_ been in sorer need of the Gospel. The Jew is e
¢A. adrift from the moorings of his 0ld Testament

. « . Bewildered and misled by the emptiness

of Judaism and the false aims of Zionism, he is

on the hunt for something to replace what he has
]nef‘_"‘ - : e

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem

While statements such as the above are basically intended to con-
opposed
vince Jews of the worthiness of chrlstlanlty as spped to Judalsm, the
fact that such materials are w1de1y distributed to non-Jews acts to

reinforce anti-Jewish prejudice as well as to continue distorted and

stereotypic imagesrof Jews and Judaism within the general population.
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From this sampling of community reports - made available to
AJC by Jewish‘ﬁarents, rabbis, Jewish community relations épecialisté
and other sources - it is abundantly evident that there is a grow-
ing pattern of problems for local Jewish communities aéross the
~country that involve coming to grips with (a) psychological harass-
ment and social ostracism of Jewish young people oﬁ éollegé campuses
and high séhools; (b) deception; (c),deﬁigration of Judaism; and
(d) violation of the U. S. Constitution's principieé. It is essential
that Key 73 1ea&érs, school.qfficials,-and Jewishlleadership_assume
responsibility to stop these effqrts which violate the conscience of
individuals and the constitutional rights-bf'American citizens. In-
action, indifference, or silenqé by Christian and Jewish leaders can
have decidely damaging consequences for our public school systems

as well as for the civic peace of our society.

Key 73 and the Jewish Community

The Key 73 dialoﬁue has also led to some essential clarifica-
tions within the Jewish community, namely:

5) There is a renewed recognition that the widespread and tra-

ditional Jewish commitment to religious liberty and freedom of con-
‘science supports the right of évery_group and individual to exofess
his/her version of the truth inithe pluralist marketplace of ideas.
The Jewish community clearly accepts the fact'that_evéngelists have
the right to witness to their beliefs without threat of intimidation
or coercion from anyone else, proﬁided they do not violate the civil

liberties of otheré. compromise.the separation of church and state, |
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nor offend the conscience of an individual who wishes not to be
witneQSed to. | |
6) To fhe aegreé-that.Key 73 cohcentrétes its.objectives and
progréms on deepenifng' the comi:tment of Christ.ians. and of transform-

=

ing their lives as_instruments of love, justice, and reconciliation.



- many Jews will not only not want to hinder their efforts, but in-

’

deed will bless their undertaking es— T —r——m——— !

7) Whatever defection of Jews frém their faith to another
faith that will take place ~ and data reveals that the number is
far from the inflated figures claimed by evangelicai promoters and
professional mission-to-the-Jews groups - will result more from in-
adequate Jewish education, vapid synagogue expefiences, and weak
Jewish family life than from proselytizers. Key 73 has compeélled
the Jewish community to face dramatically what it has known all
along « '"you can't fight something with ;;;ﬂing.”- Most Jewish
leaders are coﬁvinced'fhat there 18 plenty of spiritual "something"
in.Judaism, and that the Jewish faith a;d prqphetic worldview are |
in many ways more relevant and_meaningful to the présent moral and
human condition than most other spiritual’ways'of life. Ironically,
Key 73 has performed a positive service for the Jewish community by
helping to raise the consciousness-levels of many Jews oﬁer the ur-
gent need to pay more adequate attention and take more effective ac-
tion in making living connections fbr young people between the spiri-
tual richness of their traditions and their life situations. The
energizing of current discussions within the Jewish community over
enrichiﬁé Jewish identity, strengthening Jewish education and the -
Jewish family and religioﬁsulife in the wake of the Key 73 dialogue
is the latest installment of a long story of Jewish creative résponse
to the unending challenges of living in the Diaspora'fof thé past

2,000 years,
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STATEN wNT ON XEY 73

Presented to the Governin E:Board cc
N‘E‘-‘J 3 Cr- :01 Cout MElL ©OF Lol

January 30, 1973

iiavins endorsed the involvement of its constituent denominations ir the
preparatory. stages of Key '73, the New Jersey Council of Churches reaffi-m:
its support as- the proprammatic phase is launched: |

lie tuke this opportunity to clarify and to indicate the thrust of the
Council's concerns for evangelism related to Key 'T3 and other projects.

Tirst, Christians are to witness to their faith that Cod cells all persons
to fellowship with Him and with other human beings. We acknowledpe our
conviction that God has acted uniquely and savingly in Jesus Christ.

Second, we recognize that Just as there are a variety of ways to serve God
and to live the Gospel within our churches, there also are varieties of way:
to witness to our faith. '

“hird, we acknowledge that within our denominational and conrrepational
fellowships there is nced to reaffirm the Christian messape in clear terms
50 as to strenrthen the fellowship of believers and to restore to active
participation those who have become inactive. We velcome Key 'T3's emph.sis .
on efforts to re-awaken and to restore lapsed members to the household af *
faith.

Fourth, the Council endorscs programs and activities undertaken in love

which are aimed at presenting the Christian messare to those wno are outi-

side of a community of faith. We encourage Kcy '73's emphosis on reaching
those vho are searching for the fullness of life known only throurh faith

in Christ. We acknowledge that such e mission may be enpapged in througl. a
variety of means, including the explicit presentation of the Christian ~:s5ssge
and the implicit witness given by owr actions amongz men and women.

Fifth, the Council rejoices in Christianity's rootage in and contact w:i .
Jewish traditions. Ve are aware of the special relationship between Judai ..
and Christianity, understanding this relationship to present both relirion:
with creative opportunities for mutual respect, dialomue, and cooperation.
Ve are fully cognizant of the history of Christian-Jewish relatiosnships, =nd
ve realize that Christian action has sometimes been distorted into allowins
occasions for persecution, slander, and intimidation of Jews. Because or
this, ve recopgnize that Christians ought to be sensitive to the perspectives
of Jewish men and women. Such a sensitivity entails careful consideration
of the means and purposes of our sitness to Jews. Our actions in a2ll casus,
especially with repard to Jewish associates, ought to be free from the gt
pf pressure and polemic which characterize contermvorary appraisalc of -

i;'h“"znt:.on. The Council encourapes efforts aimed at informing Jews sbout c» _
;0Aanity, in a context which fosters sreater understandlnr‘-Gerlous—tu s, T L

-uAﬂwnu:ual-endeuwora—w&%homt—cvok&nr—spect&eb—of the-past. Effective ChrisT.
action in this instance emphasizecc hnth the edunentionai dimenaion of evairel-
ism and the witness of Christian faith in action rathcr than attem;ts to pru—
selytize Jews. T

The Hew Jersey Council of Churches, therefore, sunports Kew 'T3 as it scea
to bring men and women to a fellowship witn ke Lord and each other.



Lay 73 is an cvengelistic program adoptsd by some 130 Chrilsiian n,,...-m o
fopldl owe caulinent ©o Chriss.® Thad Chrigdians hove a ighd o witasss to thair
falth, ¢ preach, and to persusds, so long as their offwts do rot enswreach on Wy
raligious,.sccinl, and civil rights of others; canach ke demied., Indesd, this
natioa nssds o be callad to repentanca, Unfartrastaly, ¥ey 73, for all it3s polie-
plsus notivetion snd good intsntichs, nay ocra vithin ilusel? factora ﬁ;nt nEvo
historisally proved 0 be oxplosively dangerons for Jowish panple. :e}";-a o

G2l e Bms, —r e gaen nCad

Juiis sTe s*n*leu out fc gpscial coaveraicn einrmqlﬁame can na“dlf esgan
recalliing.=if he i3 familiar with the history of the Jeus ;n Hestern cueliurge
the persscitlion and havrassment that have so often accompunisd sush efferbs,
Whan Xey 73 1s attendad bf ovartduaa of patrictic triumpkalism, a wotlcm of
disloyally end diviosiveness essily develops toward those uho rufuse to go along.
THis kind of an ethos has proved dissstrous for Jaus in numerous histxrical
situaticns, Hitlerian Nazism did not arupt in this ratlon, Bdut u& Lust nov delude
curseives thal peraecuticn cannod happan here datanas rany Erovps doarod %o be
oub=ni-siep wita the notlonal sthos have et various cceasions suffered grisvously,
6.Zo, Catholics, Quakers, Jaws, liormons, futterites, Jehovah Witnessas, Anish,
atheista, ond conscientious ob;ectora. As Crzistians cognizant of tha hilstoric
nlizht of the Jéua in Chxristian rotiona, wa call on the advocatss of Koy 73 to
"unra scruapalously against uacuica which derogate others—ioc guird 2zainst
advertisements, arguments, acticna, and avewals wlhich sﬁbtxy and manilasily
Ziva rise to anhi—Saz:i‘sim. Unfortunately, camitiad Christiana with “gool®
inzentinnsvhnﬂa been the source and instigaters of pogroms that have resdltaed
ia Yha dagri.vation'and death of millions of Jews. Undarstandably maqy Jews ara
conciimed, Iet us 1mﬁ.’l:.na::s to love, brotherhool; and ths fullnasa of lide fir all,
Bud let us avold steps that have 1ed %o reoriminations and dispuragement, Let us

svoid the intanse religinsily enc sirons rationalisa v nuve Line 2ad agein diminished
toleraaca Jar thess who do not beliave as we de.

Rev. John Pawlikowsky, Sister Margaret Traxler, Dr., Clyde Manschrek,
Dr. Andre LaCocque, Dr. Victor Obenhaus =~ CHICAGO, ILL.
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Assurances - from " Christian

JSources  have _been. “reaching,

;gm -rabbls who have ex-
t"""

Prowdence RE - 14,
St@ubemrﬂ]e 0, and Pltt‘ifield
sMass. assurances -have been

oulLJews for their erforts

have:-our Catholtc people -with-
drawffrom ‘any cooperatnon in
(thisimovement."

®InProvidence the Rev. James

the Rhode Island Council of

KEY “'73 ASSURANCES

e :-?;‘a" w
- ‘4 s

CimEs

of Rabbi Jerome S. Gurla;sd of
nearby

;givensthat Key, >73 will not seek -

_TM;" Webb, -general secretary “of.

Temple Sinai, in
Cranston, said the drive is “not

“directed at Jews or at persons

of any ‘“solid religious com-

“mitment.” It is aimed more at

the “unchurched,” he said. He

asseried that he doubted thaf .

there would be any door-to-door
solicxtat:on -and said a.religious

. census - would. be wtaken and
“only ‘the unchurched would be

called ‘upon.””

~IN PI'I'I‘SFIEI..D,~ the Pitts--
-fleld Area -Council of Churches

drafted- a _statement assuring

_"‘our Jewish ‘brothers and
sisters that 'i_ve.. appreciate and -
ir.respect - their -
> patrimony and thevitality and

spiritual

relevanice of Judaism today.”
The statement asserted. “it is

certainly not -our intentiofl, in

promoting 'Key' '73 elther to

.proselytize our Jewish neigh-
bors or to -denigrate, directly

or indirectly, the faith they hold
dear.”. '

%Tisfponding to concern

clL. : P



Key 73 lsh,;rbld

detor, POST and -BPINION

and difechoﬁ

the- ‘areas.of - agreemen_t -at the

gave ;. the - impréssion . that
Judalsm ‘was-really. almost like

. Perhaps the:long. mphas:s on j

expense of those of difference -

rChrist:amty Rarelx IS there a -

~major outline of the Jewish
views - of- God, .. tan - and
salvation in non-schelarly.

. publications. Into- the spirifual . .
vacuum _ of -our generatwn, _the -

-missionaries .are using; “their”

terms of sin, love, messiah with

w}uch our young are completely
mnon-conversant.. In. fact,” the
general trend of ap_Ing‘ into

in. ’camp, in scheul in
‘Synagogue; in print if we expeci
to turn the_ tlde

- RABBI SOL LANDAU
Beth David Congregation
| 2625 S:W, 3rdAve, e 5
| Miami, Fla.,:33129 " _
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KEY 73: A FAVORABLE VIEW

Dear Editor: May I respond to your
editorial of the April issue? In
Grand Rapids we’ve discovered that
Key 73 is the first thing to come
along the pike in a long time to get
ecumenism off dead center. The
fears expressed about a religion of
the American nation and a crusade
against Jews have been raised so
often that I, for one, have gotten
weary of them. !

Let’s face it. We've been open
and ecumenical to Orthodox, Angli-
cans, COCU types; we've been
sensitive to the feelings of Jews and
secular liberals. But, by and large,
we have been cold and contemptu-
ous to evangelicals. Billy Graham
and the Salvation Army are beneath
our sophisticated consideration.

Here in the American hinterland,
we still very much need the “good
will phase” mentioned by James
Hertel in the same issue, Key 73 has
been a remarkably good umbrella
for this. We have prayer busses,
local media spots and distribution
of Luke-Acts, but no high pressure
salesmanship, no hassling of Jews
and certainly no idolization  of
“Amerika.” )

A warm and beautiful experience
was shared by 5000 people here on
Palm Sunday. People gathered at
churches on the fringe of downtown
and walked to the Calder Plaza car-

" rying palms and home made ban-

ners and sigos. At the Plaza we had
a celebration on the theme of what
it means to call our city to Christ.
Music was supplied by the Salva-
tion Army band, a singing group of
100 Reformed kids, 6 guitar-play-
ing Dominican Sisters, and a Black

32 - THE LAMP - THAT ALL MAY BE ONE

Baptist soloist. There were short
talks by Bishop Breitenbeck, Mayor
Parks (an A.M.E. pastor), and
Dr. DeKoster, editor of the Chris-
tian Reformed weekly, with prayers
and readings from = variety of
others. :

Let’s keep up our high level
discussions of church structure, sac-
ramental theology and ministry. But
let's not despise grass roots efforts
to break down old prejudices and
gut feelings. Let’s give evangelicals
(all right, fundamentalists) credit
for being Christian too. Maybe Key
73 will help us get a better idea of
what Christianity is all about.

Rév. John J. Kenny, CS.P.
Secretary of Diocesan
Ecumenical Commission
Grand Rapids, Mich.

THE LAMP, AN “IGNES FATUUS™

Dear Editor: The Lamp, alas, turns

out to be an ignes fatuus, a false
light leading the people into the
swamps of poverty. Or serving the
rich by helping to keep them wan-
dering there. The May issue is a
good illustration.

On the one hand it has an article
sugar-coating the latest in an endless
list of placebos: money raised to
help people to help themselves.
Inasfar as this campaign succeeds
it will fit some to take jobs now
held by others.

On the other hand The Lamp
runs an article attacking the first
country in the world to abolish
poverty: “Russia, a Land Without
Churches.” This lying title is con-
tradicted by the contents and the
contents spawn other lies and half
truths. I myself regularly attended

crowded Catholic churches in Mos-
cow and Leningrad. One of these
churches now bears a tablet: “This
church, being of historic interest, is
maintained by the Soviet Govern-
ment.”

In America especially my church
unfortunately is rich and the servant
of the rich. It illustrates in practice
whatever it may say in vague gener-
alities what Tolstoy put so well:
the rich will do anything in the
world for the poor except get off
their backs. Prove me wrong: dis-
cuss the fatal flaw in capitalism and
draw the obvious conclusion: be-
cause, under the profit system, peo-
ple are paid less than they produce
they cannot buy back what they
produce in toto. Therefore there
must be unemployment, recurrent
and endemic. Therefore there must
be financial crises and wars as each
country under the vicious “free”
enterprise system tries to sell abroad
what it and what the rich, for all
their licentious living, cannot con-
sume at home. (There is profit of a
totally different kind under social-
ism: a surplus used to give the
people free health care, free educa-
tion, nominal rent, lessening prices,
rising wages, vanishing taxes and,
of course, no unemployment; none
in the Soviet Union since they com-
pleted organization back in 1930).

Half a century ago Cardinal
Bourne said the Protestant Reforma-
tion broke out because the church
had backed feudalism too long; now
it was making a similar mistake by
backing capitalism when it had out-
lived its usefulness.

J. 8. Wallace
Vancouver, 16, B.C., Canada

OCTOBER, 1973
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY ON KEY 73:
TCAUSE FOR REJOICING, THANXSGIVING

. By Religious Néwé_sérvice (9-24-73)

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS5) -~ Christianity Today, the evangelical fort-
nightly whose 1967 editorial, "Somehow Let's Get Together," was one of the
original stimuli for Key 73, has declared that the evangelistic achievements
of this year "are cause for rejoicing and thanksgiving.™

An editorial entitled "Key 73: Planning a Sequel™ in the magazine's
Sept. 28 issue, says:

"In thousands of churches across North America this year, there have
been unprecedented efforts in evangelism. It is fairly safe to say that
never before have so many Scriptures been distributed, so many Christian
tracts presented, and so many doors knocked upon for the sake of the Gospel."

It asserts that "people on this continent are more conscious of the
person of Jesus Christ than at any other time in history. Revival fires may:
not yet have been ignited, but the sparks certainly are flying."

Although the awakening may have developed without the cooperative
evangelistic effort, the magazine comments, "no informed observer of the
- evangelical scene can deny that something was already happening at the dawn
of the year and that the momentum has continued to build -- at. the very
least spurred on by Key 73."

Noting that some observers have labeled Key 73 as a "flop or disappoint-"
ment,™ the editorial says, "Perhaps the anticipations have been too high.
Some may have been expecting a spectacular spiritual sweep. If a highly
visible phenomenon is what was expected, then Key 73 has, to be sure, fallen
short so far. But for most pastors and church workers who know anything
about how hard it is to get anything at all moving, the abhlevements of 1973
are cause for rejoicing and thanksgiving."

On the negative side, Christianity Today suggests that Mlack of imple-
mentation of Key 73 among youth groups and on college and seminary campuses '
is probably its most glaring defect." It also says that "paradoxical as it
may sound, even some aspects of the current surge of religious interest '
work against authentic evangelism."

In this respect, it cites the charismatic movement as an example --
"the emphasis is so introspective that it tukes a heavy toll in zealous
Christian witness and compassionate concern for the weifare of others."”

Cther factors that have worked against Key 73, the magazine notes,
are cpposition from Jews and separatist fundamentalists.

A much greater obstacle than these, according to the editorial, has _
been "the reluctance of Christian believers to be outspoken witnesses for !
the Gospel." This reticence, it says, "comes from more than a .fear of
embarrassment. It may be a major cultural problem of the church today.

Even professionals who speak regularly of Christ in public are hard pressed'
to bring up the Gospel in casual conversation and make it sound natural.m™

In conclusion, Christianity Today comments, "Besides being used to win
many souls to Christ this year, Key 73 has served as a good pilot program. -
It has brought a number of evangelistic impediments further into the light,
Christians must now deal with.these, using them.rot as a reason for calling'
the whole thing off on December 31, but rather as data from which even more
effective outreaches can be developed.™

-0~ PAGE -22-
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- biggest. evangelical drive ever
- undertaken appears to have

 $2-million has been raised for

-~ problems. Some say that, with
' its stress on local initiative, the

L4

begun mt.h considcrable fan-

_participants now- concede that

‘decade of relaxed Jewish-Chris-

.evangelism kept the campaign

Major Evangehcal Drive Appears a F ailure Over-Adl

—As T
* By ELEANOR BLAU
What was heralded as the

failed over-all.
The drive, called Key 73, was

fare eight months ago by more
than 140 church groups in the
.United States and Canada with
a goal of confronting every
person in the two countries
with “the - GospeI of Jesus
Christ.”

‘Even the mnqt enti*usmsuc

.they will not come close to
achieving that goal. For one
thing, the vear-long campaign
failed to make extensive use of
mass media, as planned, be-
cause of financial problems,
Only $250,000 of an expected

the national media - effort, and
the only major program put out
by the campaign's national
headquarters in St. Louis has
been the half-hour television
special that began the dnve in
January. . -

Comment by Director
The Rev. Dr. Theodore A.

Raedeke, executive director of|

Key. 73, suggests that fund-
raising suffered because people
contributed to local Key 73 ef-
forts instead. However, reports
from various parts of the coun-
try indicate that most local ef-
forts also suffered financially.

Participants offer few rea-
sons for the general lack of
impact, aside from money

campaign foundered for lack of
organization. -

“The goals of Key 73 were
not so clearly defined that ev-
eryone could see exactly what
he could do,” a Houston minis-
ter reportcd Another ~pastor
there said he just did not know
what had gong wrong. ““When
you've got the Campus Crusade
that gets 150,000 people in Dal-
las, vou can't say that mass
evangelism is out,” he added.

A New Jersey minister ab-
served that much of the plan-
ning was “not urban oriented.”
And a New York 'Jammpant
called promotion efforts "here
feeble.

Pos'ition of Jews

Ironically, one source of pub-
licity has been Jewish leaders
who warned that efforts to
convert Jews would set back a

tian relations.

Statements from a number of
rabhis and assurances by some
Key 73 leaders that Jews
would not be special targets of

in' the news for some time. I
think their reaction helped our
cause,”” Dr. Raedeie rermaried
In an interview,

Probably the biggest impact|
of the eampaign has heen
amgong people aircady involved
in church activity, Thcrc was
interaction  between  groups
with no track recerd of work-
ing together,"” reporis the Rav.
Daniel A. Barrett of Chicago,

1y expected—at the Fifth Ave-

who served on the now-dis-

mantled mass media commitiee
of the campaign.

Another member  of that
committee, the Rev. Jerry
Davis, says grass-roots cooper-

widely diffening traditions and
some Roman Catholics in plan-
ning local Key 73 events broke
new gmund in ecumnenism.
.“Key 73 really did inspire a

what everyone anticipated,”
said Mr. - Davis, who cdits a
Key 73 newsletter for the New
York, New Jersey and Con-
necticut area.

In atcordance with original
plans, most of the activity has
been organized locally by.indi-
vidual parishes and denomina-
tions or interfaith groups. They
knocked on doors, distributed
Bibles, held rallies or conducted
other programs in accordance
with their particular styles of
evangelism.

There has been np organized
effort to keep track of the vari-
dus local endeavors, and so
leaders .of the ﬂmre_say ‘they
cannot assess its impact. Never-
theless, regional .committees
such as the tristate group here|
reported some of the activity in
newsletters. They also planned
areawide events.

Events Here

Events here included a con-
ference of about 1,000 clergy-
men—nhalf the number original-

nue Presbyterian Church at
55th Street and a Christian
arts festival in Bryant Park.

A youth rally is planned for
Oct. 6 in the Louis Armstrong
Stadium in Flushing Meadow
Park-and a meeting Oct. 13 at
St. Paul and St. Andrew Metho-
dist Church *on West 86th
Street. That session was fto
have been a rally in the Felt
Forum of Madison Square Gar-
den, but, Mr. Davis said, “We
had to scale down here, - too.
The whole idea of mass meet-
ings docsn't roally go. at least
in New York."”

In Chicago, twn attempts lo
hold mass rallies “conld most
charitably Dbe termed ‘disas-
trous,""" Mr. Barrett said. A De-
troit clergyman called the cam-
paign there 'a “nonevent.” In
south Florida onlv about 10
churches are conducting any
Key 73 programngs, although 125
of some 600 churches theré in-
dicated interest in the drive in
January.

Reports of Success-

There are also reports of suc-
cess. The ‘campaign is active,
for example, in the Los An-
geles area, where the co-chair-
man of the Key 75 committee
is Pat Boone, the singer.

Mr. Boone and his associates

produced an hour-long musical

for Key 73, called “Come To-
gether,” when it became appar-
ent that the national headauar-
ters would not be abie to
accomplish its media goals. The
program, whose pmdt'ctmn cost

is being poid by the Los Anpe-

les commitlee, has been shown
on about 50 television stations,
which put it on the air free as
part of their time allotted for
public service. )

The hali-hour special that be-.

gan the ‘campaign in January
was shown 667 times on about
200 stations, Dr. Racdeke re-

The campaign was criticized

at its start hy opposite sides
of the church spectrum. A Fun-

ported. Another Boone film is

ation among Protestants of|to be used by Key 73 at Christ-
mas time, although it was not
produced for the campaign.

Reporting other instances of
success, Dr, Raedeke said that
85 per cent of the homes in
a lot to happen. But it was not|Nebraska had been visited so

far by Kev 73 rcprescntatives
who left copies of “Touched hy
the Fire,” a volume containing
two books of the Bible—-Luke
and Acts.

“Denver was completely sat-
urated” with Bibles, he said,
adding that both the American
Bible. Society in New York and

damentalist organization ridic-
uled "believers and unkelievers
trying to” get together.” And
varioys liberal officials of the
three major denominations that
did not officially endorse Key
73 — the United Church of
Christ, the Episcopal Church
and the United Presbyterian
Church—called the drive a pub-

lic relations gimmick not likely
to have lasting cffect.

The United Methodist Res

porter, a newspaper that backed
the offort, asked in a receat
editorial,
to Key 732 In most local con-
gregations,” it concluded, the

“Whatever happened

the World Home Bible Lcague|drive “seems to have produced

had distributed more Bibles this

year than in any previous year.

——"

noLhmg more than a giant
yawn.
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For Immediate Release

AJCONGRESS REJECTS THE NAVY'S REPLY
TO CHARGE THAT ITS SUPPORT OF KEY '73
INVOLVES U,S. IN 'PROSELYTIZATION'

NisW YORK, Mar. 4 —- The American Jewish Congress today rejected
as a "contradiction in terms" a statement by the Navy that 1its support
of the year-long evangelical campaign known as "Key '73" 1n "no way
iwnlles proselytlizing efforts."

"Key '73 1s a proselytizing effort. That is its whole point.
Hence, 'support! of Key '73 1s bound to be viewed as support of pros-

elytization," the Congress wrote to Capt. James J, Killeen, Deputy

Chlef of Navy Chaplalns, adding:

"The constitutionality of the chaplaincy service cannot be defended
if 1ts functions include proselytization, Its sole acceptable function
is supplying the spiritual needs of those American citizens who are
serving in the Armed Forces."

Thé exchange of letters between AJCongress and members of the
Navy Personnel Bureau éame in the wake of a memorandum sent on Depart-
ment of Navy letterhead to "Navy Chaplains and Denominational Endorsing
Agents," deseribing Key }73 as "a great ecumenical evangelical emphasis
calling upon Christians to reach out in cbedience to the Great Com-
mission,

"The partiecipating churches will be aetive in promoting Key '73
within their own fellowships and we will be as supportive as possible
within the Naval Service," stated the memorandum, It was dated October
1972 and headed, "Notes from the Chief." Rear Admiral F,L. Garrett is
ehief of chaplains.

'Religious Proselytization' Charged

Charging that the Navy memo encouraged chaplains "in effect.., to
engage in religlous proselytization," the Congress called on Secretary
of the Navy John H. Chafee to repudiate the memorandum,

In a letter to Secretary Chafee Jan. 17, Rabbi Yaakov Rosenberg
of Philadelphia, chairman of the American Jewish Congress Commission on
. Jewlsh Affairs, wrote that such "missionary activity" is not part of
. the duties of Naval chaplains, The memorandum's message, he saild,

. MORE
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"econverts the chaplaincy from a role of service to one of advoeacy,"

Key '73 is a natlonwide campaign scheduled to run through 1973
and involving some 130 church groups, including mainline Protestants,
Evangelicals, Pentecostals and a number of Roman Catholic dioceses.

The campaign's theme is "Calling Our Continent to Christ in '73."
Tts stated purpose 1s "to share with every person in North America
aere fully and more forcefully the claims and message of the Gospel of
cosus Christ, to confront people with the Gespel of Jesus Christ by
proglﬁmation and demonstration, by wltness and ministry, by word and
ageo,

The Navy memorandum was accompanied by a "professional packet" of
ey '7T3 materials and sald: "I strongly urge you to study these ma-
terials with devotion and a genuine evangelical concern for your own
people,

"Unless there should be denominational reasons preventing your
participating, I commend tc you a strong role in this effort to make
the person and Gospel of Christ more meaningful to those we serve,”

Havy Reply to AJCongress Charge

In reply to Rabbl Rosenberg's original letter to Navy Secretary
Chafee, Capt. Killeen wrote that the "large percentage of Navy person-
nel” who hold membership in denominations participating in the campaign
created the need "to make avallable the same kind of involvement they
would have enjoyed were they worshipping in their churches at home."

Conceding that Key !'73 materials would be made available according
to the memorandum, Capt, Killeen sald that Navy support of Key '73
would be limlted to "only those chaplains whose denomination identity
vermits their participation.” He wrote:

"The Navy's support of Key '73 in no way implies proselytizing
efforts.

"It 1s the desire of the Chief of Chaplains to allay any concern in
the Jewish community that Key '73 or any other such program would be
used by chaplains to elther proselytize those of another faith or to
reflect in any way on them, In the military we have discovered that
every facet of religious 1life prospers best when we mutually honor the
historic and theological differences that separate us," g

AJCongress Rejects Reply

Rabbl Rosenberg's reply sent to Capt. Killeen today sald that the
American Jewish Congress' view of Key '73 as a proselytizing effort
"is borne out by the original memorandum from the chaplaincy about
whlch we wrote." He declared: :

"My previcus letter was not prompted solely by concern about

# Christian proselytization of Jews. .We protested also against the chap-

S

laincy engaging in proselytizaticn of any kind. Your letter seems to
confirm that such proselytization is envisaged, subject only to exclu-
glon of efforts addressed to those of the Jewish failth.

"It 1s important for the Navy Department to make clear to 1ts
chaplains that proselytization is not one of their responsibllities,

in connection with Key 'T3 or otherwise,” the American Jewish Congress
ieader wrote,

-30-
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Department of Public Relations

For Immediate Release

NAVY URGED TO DROP PLANS
FOR SUPPORTING 'KEY '73!

American Jewish Congress Hits 'Religious Proselytization,
Missionary Activity' Called For byl Official
_  Memorandum to Naval Chaplains
P

NEW YORK, Jan. 17 -- The American Jewish Congress todey called on
Secretary of the Navy John H. Chafee to repudiate a Navy Personnel
Bureau memerandum urging chaplains to play "a strong role" in the
year-long evangellical campalgn known as "Key '73."

In a letter to Secretary Chafee, the Jewish group charged that
the memorandum encouraged Navy chaplains "in effect... to engage in
rellglous proselytization."

Such "missionary activity" 1s net part of the duties of Naval
chaplains, Rabbl Yaakov Rosenberg of Philadelphla, chairman of the
Amerlcan Jewish Congress Commission on Jewish Affalrs, wrote.

Dated October 1972 and sent on Department of the Navy letterhead
to "Navy Chaplains and Denominational Endorsing Agents," the memorandum
was headed, "Notes from the Chief." Rear Admliral F.L. Garrett is chief
nf{ chaplaina. The chief of the Bureau of Naval Personnel is Vice
Admiral David Bagley. The memorandum described Key '73 as a "grest
acumenical evangellical emphasis calling upon Christians to reach out
in obédience to the Great Commission.

"The participating churches willl be active in promoting Key '73
within thelr own fellowships and we will be as supportive as possible
within the Naval Service," the memorandum stated.

Purpose of Key '73: 'To Confront People With the Gospel of Jesus Christ'

Key '73 18 a natlonwide campalgn scheduled to run through 1973

2nd involving some 130 church groups, including mainline Protestants,
MORE
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Evangelicals, Pentecostals and a number of Reman Cathollc dloceses.

The campalgn's theme is "Calling our Continent to Christ in '73."
Its stated purpose is "tc share with every person in North America more
fully and more forcefully the claims and message of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, to confront people wifh the Gospel of Jesus Christ by
proclamation and demonstration, by witness and ministry, by word and
deed."

The Navy memorandum speaks of a "professional packet" of Key '73
materials, including "the major resource manual for Key '7T3."

"I strongly urge you to study these materials with devotion and
a genulne evangelical concern for your own people," the memorandum
contlnues, addlng:

"Unless there should be denominational reasons preventing your
participating, I commend to you a strong role in this effort to make
the person and Gospel of Christ more meaningful to those we serve."

'Missionary Activity Not a Proper Role for Government'

In his letter to Secretary Chafee, Rabbl Rosenberg declared:

"This memorandum,and the message 1t conveys, are completely at
odds with the proper function of the Navy chaplaincy.

"You are no doubt aware that it 1s sometimes argued that malnte-
nance of a chaplaincy by the Armed Forces violates the constitutional
prohiblition of religilous activity by the government.

"The answer has been that the function -- the sole function -- of
the chaplalncy 1s to supply the spiritual needs of those American
cltizens whe are serving 1n the Armed Forces.

"The October memorandum is entirely at odds with that assumption.
It converts the chaplainey from a role of service to one of advocacy.
It says wlth respect to Key '73 tha£ 'we will be as supportlve as
possible within the Naval Service.'

"Support of missionary activity 1s not, under our constitutional
system, a proper role for government."

Supreme Ccurt Ruling Cited

Rabbl Rosenberg said "applicable constitutional principles" had
been recently reviewed in the case of Anderson v. Lalrd,in which the
U.S. Supreme Court declined to review - a lower court decision that

MORE
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tﬁe nation's military service academles could not constitutionally

-3 -

compel cadets to attend religlous service.

The American Jewlsh Congress, together with 12 other organizations,
filed a friend-of-the-court brief in the case when 1t came before the
U.S. Court of Appeals 1n Washington, D.C.

That court ruled that compulsory chapel attendance at West Point,
Annapolls and the Alr Force Academy was an unconstitutional violation
of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. After the Supreme
Court declined review, thereby letting the lower court's declsion
stand, Secretary of Defense Laird directed the three military academies
to terminate compulsory chapel attendance.

"The memorandum of last October can hardly be squared with the
decision 1in the Anderson case," Rabbil Rosenberg wrote Secretary Chafee.
He declared:

"In effect, 1t calls upon Navy chaplains, who serve as represen-
tatives of the government, to engage in religlous proselytization.

"On no theory can this be regarded as within the proper constitu-
tional role of 'the Naval Service,'" the American Jewish Congress

leader asserted.
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April 13, 1973

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 E. 56th St.

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum:

Thank you for your help in
suggesting a response to the Plainfileld
Courier New's editorial on "Jews for Jesus".
I look forward to receiving your letter.

The enclosed letters.to the editor
appeared today, the first indication of
public reaction to the editorial.

T will keep you informed.

Cordially,

Herzl Kosenbaum
Executive Director

HR/sw
enc -

MEMBER: COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS
NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL




From the desk of .

BILLIE STERN

1 am sure you will be intérested in the attached.

) Southwest Régiorml' Office
/ Lw/\ The American Jewish Committee
1809 Tower Petroleum Bldg.

Dallas, Texas 75201
(214) 7473531
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‘Jews for Jesus’ stand
araws reaction

Your editoriai of April 4, ciaims that "“Jews
for Jesus” have rights, too. T propcse that they
nave no rights at all. The phrase “Jews for
Jesus” is & nonsensical statement totally in-
consistent with traditional Judaism.

Being for Jesus is being a Christian, no one
wili argue with that. However, a person born a
Jew who has accepted Jesus of Nazareth as his
savior is no longer a Jew, but an apostate who
isd Christian, No Jew is for Jesus; no Hebrew
¢an be a Cnristian — only Christians can be for
Jesus.

It is true that Jesus of Nazareth Lived as a
traditionai Jew; he aiso died under a cruel
Roman dictatorship as a brave and militant
Jew, but after 2,300 years of pagan influence,
he has been converted into a blend, blue-eyed

. Aryan with ro semblance of Jewish character
or philosophy.

After two thousand years of persecution,
proselytization, pogrom and inquisition, there
can be no reconciliation between Jesus, the Jew
of vester-year and Jesus, the Christian of
day. Six million Jewish souls were martyred
oniy 30 years ago by a heathen society through
tacit aporoval by a silent papacy and
Protestant nierarchy.

Rabbi Meir Kahane ¢f the Jewish Defense
League has recenlly organized a “‘Christians
for Moses" movement. The cbjective of this
group is to convince practicing Chrisiians that
Moses should replace Jesus as the leading
figure in Christianity. An sbsardity? Ves, but
no greater an absurdity than Jews for Jesus!

Somerville
Soviet emigraticn fax
‘none of our business’

Allow me to commend you for the courage
displayed in your April 4 lead editorial “ ‘Jews
for Jesus™ have rights, teo.” The ediforial
reflects not just courage, but is also very
perceptive, ]

On the other hand, there was a possible lack

of the same perceptivity in the publication of '

the *:Lurie's Opinion” cartoon concerning
trade with Russia. By printing this, you suggest
that you sanction the U.S. stand of withholding
trade until Russia allows ils citizens to
cinigrate.

Hussia’s emigration policy is none of our
business! When Russia literally crushed
{reedom seexers in Hungary, that might have
beest our business (but we did nething). We
teled Lo fight for freedom of chioice for the South
Vielnamese and were harassed into a national
calamity for butting in. ITT wanted to invesl in
a poiitical battie in Chiile simply to protect its
«our) asseis and the Congress is all upset. Why
then ore we even concerned about Russia's
equpration pulicy ? Eilker we trade with them
weause of 8 goed for us — or we don't. That is
all ihore should be to it

Further — aside from the inlerference
const@eraiiun — it might well be that Russia is
absolutely correct on its taxztion of educated
emigrants, 1 undersiand tat the tax: A) is
graded according to the extent of each persons
vducation, B) applies to ail emigrants, not just
seiecied ones. Assuming these conditions,
please note that in Russia, the state pays all
viucation costs of ail peaple. Indeed, the pecple
are a natonal asset in themselves and
especially it they are skilled or trained.

I eoal vr oil were to be exported, would there
not be a “tax”? Should only the individual
benefit from the state-given educacdon? Did not
the eaglisi deplore the recont “braindrain' (o
the U.S.? Did we not resent the retaoval of
assews from the U.S. by Cearlie Chaplin {loud
chiewrs!; to avoid taxes and more recently by

HERMAN A, STERN

Liz Taylor? We resent people making money
off us and not paying their share of the taxes.

Our service scnools train men for ires (with
lax money — but free to the recipients of e

education ). However, we think it only fair that _

a West Point graduate contribute several years
of service to the service in “'repayment for his
education,”

Itis fair that Russia expects emigranis to re-
pay their country for the assels they are
removing, Whether you agree with that
philosophy or not, their palicy is none of our
business and I hope you will give this side of the
story to your readers. !

DONALD L. PARVIN

Bound Brook

Key ‘73 program
considered divisive

[found your lead editorial for April 4 {*Jews-
for Jesus have rights, too') disheartening,
especially in light of the trend I have noticed in
the program of Key 73, s

It seems that in an effort to strengthen

"Christianity, Key ‘73, rather than emphasizing

knowlecize of the Christian tradition aas
unintentionally createc “‘us’™ ua;d “themlic
groups. By appesiing (o COMINoN,
denominator of ali Christian groups, simply:
beliei in Jesus Christ as the savior. an “uz".
group has been created, The “us” is mare;
clearly seen when a “them" is creaied to
solidify the boundaries of “us.” The “theni””
£roup appears to be the role the Jews have been
given, and I believe that your editorial supporis
this. Rather than supporting tolerance and a,
plurality of religions in our democracy, you
seem to be, In actuality, promoting just the”
opposite.
However, your point o making reiigion mort;
meaningful, all religions, is well ken. This:
can only be accomplished through increased
knowledge of the refigious tradition by the,
individual. "
Beliel coupled with a knowledge of a iradition

-will lead to vight action on the part of the in-

dividual, and this is a most powerful foree for,
doing good. Belief lacking knowledge of a
tradition can lead 1o well-meant but unguided
action, which can have various effects othey
than the good ones intended. sune

For the greatest good, | hope the emphasis;of
Key 73 expands from its basic unifying point to.
encompass the important knowledge of eagh.
tradition by its individual adherents, iust as I
hope all religions strergthen the knowledge of

their own tradition. =
DAVID MARGOLIES :u¢
Plainfield e

Disturbed by views .
on Jews for Jesus

[ found your “Jews for Jesus" editorial
disturbing. T can see no more injustice in the
canceling of this TV program than the can-
celing of “Sticks and Bones" for the reasens of
“inappropriate timing."

How are the activitics of these aroups being
stifled because they are not permitted 10 ad-
vertise on TV? In this age of confrontation and
violence, is it necessary to add fuei to the fire of
anti-Semitism by writing an editorial such &s
yours?

As for {reedom of choice of religion, what
cihoice did the Lushman of Africa or the
Americon Indian have when unwunted
missionaries were sent into their lznds w,
correct them? v

MRS. PAUL BARRY""

North Plainfeld .
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April 11, 1973

Mrs, Edward Stern °
American Jewish Committee

1809 Tower Petroleum Bldg. s

Dallas, Texas 75201

Dear Billie:

along’
with Zi and Linky, previewed the Key '73 Channel 8 video-
tape which featured Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Rev. Dunnam
and Rev. Zacharias.

Just a note to let you know that Leo and I,

We all unanimously felt that it was an outstanding pro-
gram, with great content and presentation by all involved,

~with a very talented moderator.

We want to especially extend our thanks to you for
putting the show together, for obtaining the services of
Rabbi Tanenbaum and recruiting Reverends Dunnam and
Zacharias. It represented a lot of time and effort on
your part, and we are deeply appreciative.

Sincerely,
Ruthe Winegarten, Director
Community Relations Council

RW:jt
cc: Jack Kravitz
Leo Davis

Ziona Balaban
Linky Seltzer

»

11411 N. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY - SUITE 116 » DALLAS, TEXAS 75231 - (214) 369-3313 &"?
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KNESSET APPROVES ELECTORAL REFORM
MEASU O STRENGTHEN MAJOR PARTIES

JERUSALEM, Jan. 2 (JTA)--An electoral re-
form measure that will strengthen Israel’s major
parties at the expense of the smaller ones was ap-

“ proved by the Knesset early this morning after a

. stormy all-night session marked by mutual recrim-
inations and shouted insults from the floor. The
chamber gave a substantial margin to a bill spon-

" sored by the Alignment and Gahal, the two largest
parties, that would convert surplus votes into addi-
tional Knesset seats for the largest parties.

Surplus votes are those won by a party in na-
tional elections which are in excess of the minimum
required for a given number of Knesset seats. The
new bill would award the extra seats to the party
polling the largest total number of votes. Under the
present system, the extra seats go to the party with
the largest surplus vote,

The bill was bitterly opposed by the small par-
ties, mainly those with four or less seats in parli-
ament. Pandemonium broke out in the chamber
when the small factions objected to alleged ‘‘steam-
roller” tactics by Knesset Speaker Israel Yeshay-
ahu to ram through the Alignment-Gahal bill. Yesh-
ayahu refused for 30 minutes to give the floor to the
smaller factions on points of order. When he fin-
ally relented, the MKs of the minor parties spent
another half hour heaping personal abuse on the
Speaker, the house committee chairmen and the
Alignment in general,

SCHEEL TO VISIT CAIRO

BONN, Jan. 2 (JTA)--Foreign Minister Walter
Scheel will visit Cairo next March for political con-
sultations with Egyptian leaders, the Foreign Min-
istry confirmed today. He is also expected to visit
Jordan and Lebanon. An announcement in Cairo
that Scheel would visit there from March 2-5 was
not confirmed here but the Ministry said those

" dates were in line with what Bonn had in mind,

Scheel, who visited Israel last summer, was to
have gone to Cairo as well last year but his visit
was postponed due to the West German elections
and the Munich slayings last Sept. 5. His main top-
ics of discussions in Cairo will be the Middle East
situation and German=-Arab bilateral cooperation,
sources here said. West Germany and Egypt will
begin talks next month on a new line of credit and
debt rescheduling. i

$5M MORTGAGE FUNDS LAUNCHED BY
3 TCUNDATION !
Will Aid Veterans, Young Marrieds |

MIAMI BEACH, Jan, 2 (JTA)--A mortgage fund
to provide housing for Israeli veterans was formal-
ly launched here Saturday night by the Israel His-
tadrut Foundation at a farewell tribute to Yitzhak
Rabin, retiring Israeli Ambassador to the United
States. The 1300 guests subscribed to more than
150 units of $5000 each, a total of more than
$750,000 toward an issue of $5 million for the mort-
gage funds through Histadrut Annuity Trusts, ac-
cording to Dr. Sol Stein, president of the Foundation.

ences between Israeli veterans and the Jewish
State’s new immigrants.’”” He said each new im-
migrant is automatically guaranteed adequate
housing, job training and many other benefits

~ from both the Israel government and charitable

organizations while the sabras (native-born) do
not receive even one half of these benefits.

He said that ““while it would be totally unfair
for Israel to use the vast funds channeled to Is-
rael for absorption of new immigrants for the
veterans, I wish to be among those who will
champion immediate methods to provide similar

" benefits for Israeli veterans."

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO BORIS PENSON

WASHINGTON, Jan. 2 (JTA)--A vigil across
the street from the Soviet Embassy featured a
solemn birthday celebration today for Boris Pen-
son, the Jewish artist who is 27 years old today
and languishing in a prison camp in Potma. Mem-
bers of the Henrietta Szold Hadassah Chapter car-
ried 27 large candles in Penson’s honor and shout-
ed happy birthday greetings in Russian. The chap-
ter also sent telegram congratulations to Penson
and his mother.

Across the street at the Embassy at least one
face was observed peeking from behind closed
curtains throughout the proceedings, but there was
no official reaction from the Russians. Penson
was arrested in Dec. 1970 and sentenced to 10
years in prison. A collection of his paintings,
smuggled out of Russia by a friend, is now on dis-
play at the Jewish Museum in New York and is

xpected soon to tour the country.

RABBI WARNS AGAINST MISSIONARY GROUPS

BOSTON, Jan. 2 (JTA)--The aggressive cam-
paign to *‘call the continent to Christ”” by the
Christian evangelical group known as Key 73 was
called a threat to the concept of American plural-

__ ism by Rabbi James A, Rudin of New York, assis-

tant director of the Interreligious Affairs Depart-
ment of the American Jewish Committee. Addres-
sing 1300 high school teen-agers at the 22nd annual

doge tofheAmerican Jewish community, es-
pecially 1ts young men and women. If evangelical
Christianity were to become de facto American
religion, Jews and Judaism would be seen as less
than equal within the American community. A

_ Christian missionary-movement basedupon-the - °°
negation and denigration of Judaism as a living
faith, as a complete religion, can destroy the very
existence of the Jewish people.”’ .

Although he didn’t mention a recent B'nai B'rith 4

Hillel survey by name, which said that conversion
efforts were making little progress among Jews
on the nation’s campuses, Rabbi Rudin differed
when he said that “‘our reports indicate widespread
activity around the country.”

NO DEATHS AMONG MANAGUA JEWS
NEW YORK, Jan. 2 (JTA)--There were no

Dr. Stein and Rabbi Leon Kronish of Miami Beach, deaths among the several hundred Jews living in

national chairman of the board of the Israel Histad-
rut Foundation, presented Rabin with the first Israel
Histadrut Foundation Medal of Honor.. Dr. Stein said
that the Histadrut, Israel’s Labor Federation, has
started construction on $50 million worth of housing
for Israeli veterans and young married couples and

would provide $25 million in mortgage funds for such

construction, including the $56 million to be raised
in the United States.

Rabin endorsed the housing and mortgage pro-
gram as “‘the first major effort to equalize differ-

Managua, Nicaragua, during the recent earthquake,
although their synagogue was destroyed along with
most of their possessions, the American Jewish
Committee reported today. Sergio Nudelsiejer,
director of the Committee's Mexican Office, in-
formed the national headquarters here that a Jew-
ish Central American delegation had gone to Nic-
aragua to assist quake victims.

Menachem Beigin, leader of the Herut party,
was unanimously elected chairman of its Execu-
tive Committee Sunday night.
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.January 12, 1973

To: Member Agencies of NJCRAC and CJEWF
From: Isaiah M. Minkoff, Executive Vice Chairman

Subject: The Jesus Revolution

This is a follow-up to the joint memorandum of December 13
in which we called attention to "Key '73," the evangelistic campaign
designed to bring the "Continent to Christ." We are indebted to
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee, for the preparation of that
memorandum. '

We now send you herewith a set of suggested Guidelines which,
as is noted in the Introduction, represents the reflections of ex-
perienced community leaders and practitioners joined in our inter-
agency task force. The Guidelines were drafted by Dr. Norman E.
Frimer, National Coordinator of Hillel Affairs for the New York

Metropolitan Area.

Again, we express the hope that the Jewish community will
"keep its cool," and that you will keep us fully informed of de-
velopments.

Additional copies of the Guidelines, in reasonable numbers,
are available on request.

Best regards.

sab
enclosure

0,X,A,R -- CS cul. -- CJF Execs.



SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
ON KEY '73

Introduction

Key '73 having been officially launched on a national scale
with a television special, and other mass appeals being projected,
it is bound to reach an audience that includes substantial numbers
of Jews of all ages.

Many Jewish communities, agencies and institutions have ex-
pressed concern and sought guidance. In an effort to supply some
such guidance, a number of experienced community leaders and practi-
tioners in the field have shared their reflections, which are sum-
marized in the gu1dellnes that follow. These, of course, are neces-
sarily general in nature. The specific relevance or applicability
of any of them will vary according to the particular needs of various
communities and their value will depend greatly on their proper
application.

The threat manifest in missionary activities is in part re-
lated to the widespread intellectual and spiritual ignorance of
Jewish values and heritage. We must move energetically to reverse
any possible trend away from Jewish commitment, the ultimate results
- of which may be alienation and potential conversion. Jewish com-
munities should ericourage parents and youth of all ages towards
more intensive Jewish educational programs.

FIRST, SOME CAUTIONARY COUNSEL FOR ALL

(1) Do Not Overreact

There is just no warrant for alarm. We have some
reports of individual conversion -- and they of
course merit our earnest and active concern --
but no evidence of substantzal impact on Jewish
youth.

(2) Do Not Join in the Numbers Game

Missionaries characteristically exaggerate the
numbers of converts gained. Do not help them by
accepting their figures or by citing or repeating
their statistics, even if they appear in the public
press. There are no reliable figures, only guessti-
mates and generalizations. Our concern, in any case,
is based on the traditional axiom, "Whoever sustains
one Jewish soul is as if he had sustalned a whole
world."

(3) Do Not Debate, Dialogue or Argue With Missionaries

Missionaries often seek to engage Jews in public
discussion. Do not be drawn into this utterly
fruitless exercise. Above all, do not invite
missionaries or their followers to address meetings
under Jewish auspices. Such hospitality only gives



. .

the missionary cause institutional dignity and
legitimacy. On the other hand, do not publicly
attack or abuse the missionaries; this merely
serves to surround them with an aura of martyrdom,
to our loss. Our essential obligation is to shore
up our Jewishness.

(4) Do Not Be Taken in by the "Jewish Christian" Ploy

Some missionary groups appeal specifically to Jews
with the specious notion that those joining them
are thereby "completed" or "fulfilled" as Jews. This
is patently incompatible with Jewish tradition and
. conviction. Conversion to Christianity or any other
faith is an abandonment of Judaism. We must strive,
with loving concern, to restore erring individuals
to their own faith and community.

(5) Do Not Lose Your "Cool™

The style of the Key '73 missionaries is likely to

be cool and affable. Emulate it. When they come

smiling to the door, respond politely -- firmly but

with no recrimination -- "No, thanks, I'm not interested,”

or some brief and definitive equivalent.

SECOND, SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZATION AND STRATEGY

(1) Mobilize Local Resources

Every Jewish community will make its own appraisal
of the challenge posed by missionary activity. Each
will face certain conditions unique to it. Each will
have to assume responsibility for its own reaction,
though national agencies are of course more than
ready to be of assistance. Locally, planning and
organization, coordinated through the appropriate
community-wide agency, must involve all concerned
partners -- federation, community relations council,
rabbinical association, community centers, Hillel
directors, synagogue groups, educators, lay groups,
youth councils, etc.

(2) Get the Facts

Fact-finding is a "must."” This is an indispensable
step. Until the actual situation in the community
has been established, planning cannot proceed in-
telligently. Are Jews, as Jews, being missionized?
By whom, from what centers or sources? In what
settings and by what means -- in schools, through
coffee houses, "drop-in" centers, via the communica-
‘tions media, prayer meetings, home study groups,
bookmobiles?



3)

W)

(5)
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Plan Strategy and Approaches

Assuming the fact-gathering process indicates a
problem requiring action:

"(a) Survey the available resources -- knowledgeable
and experienced personnel, appropriate literature,
suitable facilities.

(b) Priority should go to marshalling individuals --
young and old. Set up a task force of peer-to-peer
as well as adult resource people with some forte or
expertise in this area.

(c) Very carefully study at first hand the needs of
those Jewish young people who are flirting with or
have been drawn into other religious movements, and
what they are seeking. Make no prejudgments on these
matters. The Jesus Movement is very complex.

(d) With equal care, plan how to offer a positive
Jewish response to their need and search. Only
then will it be possible to reach out to them and
to share the needed knowledge and understanding
with others to be trained for further intensive
outreach.

Focus on the Teenager

Not only college students, but those in the high
schools and even in the junior high schools must

be deemed vulnerable. Many missionaries may con-
centrate on teenagers, deliberately using a peer-
group approach, exploiting the unsettled state that
marks the adolescent years particularly in these
times, and the readiness of young people to challenge
any traditional, accepted values. These areas demand
our greatest scrutiny and innovative planning. Our
caution against overreaction bears repeating here.
"Crash programs," counter-crusades, or resort to
gimmickry must be avoided.

Create Opportunities for Youth Participation

Unfortunately those who are confused Jewishly and
troubled personally will not always avail themselves
of the traditional programs conducted in centers,
synagogues, youth organizations and other settings.
Additional ways need to be developed for reaching
out with approaches that truly enable young people
to shape the content, directions and policies of

the programs in which they participate, including
those programs that are regarded by them as not con-.
trolled by the "establishment.™ Some recently initi-
ated youth and teen programs reflect this approach,
utilizing informal settings such as storefronts and
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coffee houses, providing opportunity for "rapping"
and for making contacts with other youth. Such pro-
grams are consistent with the long range goals of
reaching youth, providing a Jewish setting in which
they can relax, meet other Jewish youth, "shmoos"
and talk seriously with warm, sensitive, responsive
and skillful staff -- including staff of their own
peer-groups. Experimentation with innovative and
creative approaches to opening channels of partici-
pation by our youth must be given high priority.

Conclusion

All, Jewish agencies and institutions, of course, share a basic
~obligatioa to support and conduct positive programs -- both formal
and informal -- of Jewish culture and Jewish education, with outreach
especially to youth of high school and college age.

It is not our intention at this point to provide you with
informational materials and precise recommendations for programmatic
activities. In due time we shall have suggestions for specific
activities, including innovative and experimental projects that are
now being tried out, e.g., appropriately planned coffee houses where
young people can come for an informal "shmoos;" a local telephone
"hot line," manned by trained communal leaders and youth who can
speak warmly and helpfully to youngsters who need love and under-
standing. Indeed, you might 1ndmcate what you think is needed in
this urgent area of concern.

The actual value of these guidelines for any particular area
can only be determined by experience. For this reason it is essential
to maintain a strong liaison between the local communities and national
agencies. A constant flow of information will not only allow for the
revision and updating of these guidelines but also enable each com-
munity to benefit from the experience of others. Do therefore keep
us informed on developments in your bailiwick and let us know just
how we can be helpful.

National Jewish Community Synagogue Council

Relations Advisory Council of America
National Jewish American Association B'nai B'rith
Welfare Board for Jewish Education Hillel Foundations

and the constituent national organizatidns of the NJCRAC and the Synagogue
Council of America:

.American Jewish Committee
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From Israel to the National Association of Evangelicals
Portland, Oregon - May 1-3, 1973

During the last three months the press has contained many headlines datelined
Israel disturbing to the evangelicals of America: - "Warhaftig (Minister of Religious
Affairs) to act against missionaries™ - "Ministry to propose amendments to Law of
Return barring Jews for J esus “.:c_ "Ch1ef ?bb1 Goren demands missionary activity
be outlawed. 'I say we must called mission'" - "V.P.l. reports
government is considering barring the work of many or all of 1,000 missionaries" -
"Car belonging to proprietor of Biblical Bookshop and Press set on fire" - "Fire set
to books and equipment at Mount of Olives International Center for Holy Scripture” -
"Christian Youth Center threatened with attack™ - "Homes of two Hebrew Christians
bombed" - "Rabbi on hunger strike at Western Wall in protest against missionary
activity ."

During the same period the press published reports of the opposition to Key 73
by the Jewish community which protested any attempt to evangelize the Jews. There
was also the announcement that the popular TV series "Bridget loves Bernie", which
gives an account of the complications when a Catholic marries a Jew, was cancelled.
This program was objected to by the Jewish community. The New York Times and
other papers contained the story of a TV station postponing the showing of a Jews
for Jesus telecast in surrender to Jewish protest.

As time went on, the secular and religious magazines began to report these
events in greater detail. Newsweek gave an entire page to "Jews for Jesus."
Christianity Today featured the story under the misleading headline, "Turmoil in
Israel - Christian Go Home." Eternity Magazine presented the problem under the
title, "Furor over Jewish Evangelism." I wrote an article for the Evangelical
Beacon entitled "New Seeds of Anti-semitism."

The reaction also began to take the form of letters and resolutions. One school
of missions called upon President Richard M. Nixon to place the issue against
missionaries on the agenda in his discussions with the Israeli Prime Minister on her
visit to the White House. The letter went so far as to suggest the internationalization
of Jerusalem and that future assistance to Israel by the U.S. be reconsidered in the
light of the issue of religious freedom. A letter from the same source receiving wide
circulation urged the postponement of all future tours until positive steps are taken by
the Ministry of Religious Affairs in Israel to guarantee true religious freedom for its
citizens.

Not only were the evangelicals in America reacting to the threat to missions but
the Baptist Convention in Israel wrote an open letter to the Prime Minister which stated
among other things:



We, the members of the Baptist Convention in Israel
respectfully submit to you the following reasons why
we believe that the enactment of anti-missionary
legislation would work neither to the best interests of
the State of Israel, nor to the Christian minorities:

1. Such legislation, however mild, would provide
those unsympathetic to the State with grist for
their mills to grind out anti-Semitic propaganda,
by their distorted use of such legislation.

2. Any anti-missionary legislation could be construed
as a negation of Art. 18 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights signed by
Israel, which guarantees religious freedom to all
faiths. This freedom was also affirmed in the
Declaration of the State of Israel.

While going on record as opposing any anti-missionary
legislation, we wish to express our agreement with the
Joint Declaration of Christian Communities of Israel,
signed by heads of the Christian Communities in July
1963, which opposes the use of unethical proselytizing
practices, such as exploiting "the economic situation
of an Israeli citizen--his poverty, unemployment,
inadequate housing or desire to emigrate--in order to
induce conversion; ...

Foreign diplomats of some nations question the Israeli government on the
matter.

The Jewish community in America has also been disturbed by the proposed
restrictions on Christian activities in Israel. A recent newsletter to Jews contains
the following: ; ' " b

In reply to questions about Christian missionary
activities in Israel, Rabbi Tanenbaum said he drew

a distinction between such missionaries who "deceive
and manipulate" Israeli Jews and those "who are
aboveboard and identify themselves as Christians."

He said he felt Israel would make "a terrible blunder"
if it "violates the principle of religious liberty and
freedom of conscience by succumbing to pressures
from Jewish extremists who want to pass severe

legislation to ban every form of religious activity
which is not Jewish.




During the past few years there has been a growing understanding between the
evangelicals and the Jewish community in America. The community has become aware
that the National Council of Churches does not speak for all Protestants nor do the
voices coming from a small segment on the extreme right reflect the thinking of the
large majority of conservative church members.

Deeply concerned over the widening division and aware of the misinterpretations
of the secular and even religious press reports, I conferred with leaders of the American
Jewish Committee in New York expressing concern and even alarm over developments.
The result was an invitation from the Israeli government to make a special trip to Israel
prior to the annual convention of the National Association of Evangelicals scheduled for
Portland, Oregon, May 1 to 3. The only time open on my schedule was Easter week
which was also Passover week making the possibility of seeing any one in Israel more
difficult. However, the several involved made every effort to arrange appointments.

For example, the Minister of Justice, vacationing outside the city, invited me out to
the rest home where he was staying during the Passover.

The government provided an escort to facilitate my movements. He met me at the
airport with the schedule for the week which included not only meetings with two mem-
bers of the Prime Minister's cabinet but with all of the representatives outside the
government I had asked to meet. In all I had 21 appointments in 7 days. The meetings
were leisurely and frank. No question was refused. Many conversations were over a
cup of tea and a number held in private homes. Included on the list of interviews was
the Minister of Religious Affairs; the Minister of Justice; the Attorney General; repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of Religious Affairs; the Director for Church Relations in the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs; the Prime Minister's Advisor on Minorities; leaders among
the Christians of Jewish extraction, none of whom have less than 20 years experience
in Israel; the Secretary of the Bible Society; the head of the American Institute for
Holy Land Studies who is a member of our own church; the three whose buildings or
other property had been damaged by bombs. Some are pastors of duly organized
churches including the Church of the Nazarene, the Baptist Convention, and the
indigenous congregation known as the Messianic Assembly. Others are supported
by highly respected missions to the Jews in the U.S. I have known several of these
missionaries and pastors for a number of years and found their appraisals well
balanced. In addition, I had a session with the Anglican Archbishop and spent an
evening in the home of an Orthodox Jewish theologian who is an authority on Jewish-
Christian relations and has made a special study of the "Jews for Jesus” movement.

One could hardly ask for a more complete study in such a brief time. In
addition, I received a cable on the third day of my visit as follows:

Appointment with Ambassador Washington April 27 -
10 00 AM Stop Logical release situation STOP I will
arrange this and travel to fit your schedule Stop
Please confirm by return cable. Strober *

*Mr. Gerald Strober, Consultant - Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee
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That which follows will be based on what I was told and what I saw. We want to be
frank, commending where deserved and offering criticism where called for. In
most instances I will give the gist of conversations rather than quoting directly
and refrain from naming sources when advisable.

I took this mission seriously fully aware of a responsibility to the entire
evangelical community in America and appreciative of Israel's concern that as
evangelicals we be informed. I resisted the temptation to have pictures taken
with some of Israels "greats" to avoid any impression that we were motivated by
a desire for publicity in accepting the mission.

I wasn't in Israel long before I became aware that the tensions were very real.
The Jerusalem Post on the day of my arrival contained an advertisement as follows:

EVERY 8 HOURS ANOTHER JEW
IS LOST TO MISSIONARIES
Show your concern. Come to a demonstration across
from the Knesset
on Thursday, April 19, at 1 p.m.
THE COMMITTEE FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF JUDAISM
For information,
please apply to 38 Rehov Yafo, Jerusalem, 3rd floor.
To help support our cause
send your contribution to P.O.B. 7287,
Jerusalem.

This could not have drawn much of a crowd since there were apparently no
news reports about the rally on the days following. By the second day I began to
be made aware of a letter received by a number of those with whom I spoke. These
came in an official envelope apparently smuggled or stolen from Hecal Shlomo, the

Rabbinical headquarters. It's copied exactly as mimeographed including typing
errors and spacing.

TO (Name was filled in by hand)

THIS IS TO (( INFORM YOU THAT YOU HAVE BEEN FOUND
GUILTY OF MISSIONARY WORK AMONGST JEWS IN ISRAEL

AND ASSISTING IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWISH

PEOPLE.




YOU ARE HEREBY SENTENCED TO BE CRUCIFIED AT
GOLGOTHA OR ANY OTHER APPROPIATE PLACE.
SENTENCE WILL BE CARRIED OUT UNLESS YOU
CEASE ALL MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IMMEDIATELY

AND LEAVE ISRAEL WITHIN THIRTY DAYS.

SIGNED

THE SANHEDRIN

SENTENCE HAS BEEN CONFIRMED

BY XX PONTIUS PILATE

I was informed by members of the government that such tactics are not unusual.
For example, pathologists, even an orthodox, received similar threats at the time of
a controversy over autopsies.

In this report we will deal with three matters - the proposal to amend the Law
of Return - the reported threat against missionary activity - the intimidation of
Christians of Jewish extraction. It will not discuss the American reaction to
"Key 73".

I. Facts which must be understood to keep the crisis in focus:

This is an election year in Israel. There are three small religious parties
each vying for votes. The largest, the National Religious Party, though
having received less than ten percent of the popular vote holds three
positions in the cabinet - the Ministry of Religious Affairs, the Ministry
of the Interior (which handles visas and passports) and the Ministry of
Welfare - in a coalition government, and so exercises a power far beyond
the size of its constituency. Minister Warhaftig is a crafty politician and
plays the game of politics with skill. He knows how to capture the head-
lines even though he cannot capture enough votes in the Knesset to make
his proposals law. He plays up to the religious segment but is caught
between the secularists and the extreme orthodox. If there is any one
thing the Jews have in common it is a mistrust of the Minister. He
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admitted to me during a very pleasant conference in spite of his well-
known aversion to Christians that though he would like to see the Law
of Return changed he cannot get the majority of the ministers and the

120 member Knesset to go along with him.

Likewise the Chief Rabbi Goren (there are two Chief Rabbis - Yosef of
the the Shephardic and Goren of the Ashkenazi Jews) is also caught
between the conservatives and the extremists among the orthodox.

While we hoped that the world at large did not judge America by the
statements last year in our political campaign, why should we then
blame the Israeli government for all the comments made by her
politicians and religious leaders?

Israel, like our own nation, has problems with political and religious

extremists and also, as the Attorney General pointed out to me, this is an age of
violence even in the name of religion. We mention three of the main sources of
trouble.

L Rabbi Mier Kahane and the Jewish Defense League. In America,
his departure to Israel was considered good riddance although
members of the JDL recently caused property damage and bodily
injury at the offices of the Board of American Missions to the Jews

. in New York City. My information is that he has about 200 followers
in Israel. One informant attended a rally on the Mt. Scopus campus
advertized as a "Moses ~ Yes: Jesus - No" meeting of concern.

- There were 20 JDL followers there, all Americans, discussing plans

_ for persuading the Arabs to leave and id for the deportation of
Christians. Kahane is openly dedicated to violence. His presence
is a source of great embarrassment to Israel. His attacks are not
only against the Christians and missionaries but Arabs as well.

He has launched a letter campaign offering Arabs money to leave
the country. Some of his followers allegedly set fire to the Bible
Center on the Mount of Olives and are now in prison pending trial.
The Attorney General said this was a criminal act and that the
suspects will not be released on bond pending trial. Kahane will
stand trial in May for gun smuggling and the government also

plans to try him later for the letters to the Arabs, possibly on the
charge of sedition. We should not blame Israel any more for the
actions of the JDL than they blame our government for the bombings

by some groups in the U.S. One spoke of them as a "well dlselplmed
bunch of thugs."




2. The Yeshivas

These are students at orthodox schools who sometimes resort to
violence in the name of righteousness. To show the government's
impartiality: When students damaged a bookstore selling porno-
graphic literature in Tel Aviv (The Eros Cos) there was
tremendous pressure to release the alleged culprits on bail
pending trial, especially for a holy day. Even the president of
Israel, in a call to the Attorney General on the eve of the day,
threatened to go to the prison and pray with the students the

next day if they were not released. The Ministry of Justice was
adamant. "They are criminals and must be treated as such."

3. The Torah Activists (Peyillim)

These extremists among the orthodox also resort to violence and are
suspected of setting fire to the car and bombing as well as other '
forms of intimidation against Christians of Jewish extraction. (More
about that later in the report.) One high official called these acts,
acts of hooliganism.

III. The Law of Return

We must also understand why the Minister of Religious Affairs proposes a
change. Under the Law of Return two types of Jews are free to come and settle in
Israel - (a) Any person whose mother is a Jew and (b) Any person who has been
converted to Judaism.

Now, a new two-fold problem has developed. First, a group of young Jews
known as Jews for Jesus have started entering the country. There are about 500
on the three main campuses and they are dedicated to evangelism. On the one hand,
it seems in conflict with the laws against new missions being established since 1948
and also, the life-style, including dress and commune living, of some is offensive
to the Jews. It should also be noted that Jews for Jesus are not church oriented.
They are opposed to the Christian "establishment." The second problem has to do
with some who, though claiming to still be Christians, have been converted to
Judaism through Orthodox Synagogues in the U.S. for the avowed purpose of
entering Israel under the Law of Return to become missionaries. It was reported
that there are about 20 such in Israel at present. It is also well known that
another family has gone through the rites of conversion and sent word in writing
to friends that it hopes to enter Israel under the Law of Return. Steps have already
been taken to rescind some of these conversions. The Minister of Religious Affairs
said he had no objections to conversions according to the HALACHA even in a
Reformed or Conservative Synagogue. Apparently conversions in which the convert
continues to believe in Jesus is not "kosher." To this the Christians of Jewish



background agree. I was informed that one indigenous Christian congregation
refused membership and even communion to such a convert (Christian) to Judaism.
The ethics of such acts is not only open to question but the cause of legitimate
evangelism has experienced a restrictive reaction as a result of such tactics.

IV. There are missionary societies and individuals, mostly from America, whose
practices are considered unethical.

Minister Warhaftig said that there are 40 missionary societies active in Israel as
well as 35 denominations employing about 1,000 persons, though not necessarily work-
ing among Jews. He noted that there was a total of 2,500 religious persons engaged in
Christian work in Israel - more than all the Rabbis in the United States! (The Jewish
population in Israel at the last census was 2,632,000 while in the U.S. it was
6,060,000.) This does not take into account those "missionaries" disguised as
reporters, guides, students, visitors on extended visas, etc. but fooling no one.

The tragedy is that the few create problems for those societies which are legitimate,
respected and worthy of our support. It would be difficult for one in Israel so short
a time to properly assess the unethical practices so I quote from the open letter to
the Prime Minister:

We do not endorse the practice of some who come for short
periods of time and in an offending manner--oftentimes
both degrading and insulting to the Jewish faith--attempt
to press their religion in an argumentative manner on
Jewish individuals.

This does not mean in any sense that we oppose the presence
of Christians in this land, living among the Jewish people,
sharing their faith in a deep-rooted, day-by-day ministry
and dialogue, conducted in a manner guided by the proper
ethical standards, and recognized by this government as

a basic right.

In a letter to Christianity Today protesting the title; "Christian Go Home,"
Dr. Dwight Baker, long active in Israel and whom I interviewed at Haifa, wrote:

I must take issue with your headline. "Christians, Go
Home." Certainly not the Government, including
Religious Affairs Minister Dr. Zerah Warhaftig--a
long-time foe of missionizing--and not Israeli citizens,
either secular or religious (with the exception of a

hand-full of extremists), are saying "Christians, Go
Home."

N
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The Israelis have allowed the Christians with their
churches, bookshops, publishing houses, theological
training centers, schools and hospitals to operate

freely in the country since its beginning. This

degree of religious freedom is all the more remarkable
when seen against the back-drop of Christian treatment
of the Jews in countries where the state church or
dominant religion was Christian for the past 17-hundred
years!

What the Government, Israelis (and are increasingly
being joined by main-line evangelicals) are saying is
"Unethical Missionaries, Go Home." In reality, it is 2
the small sects--with loose or no ties at all with known
evangelical churches--whose members go about with
their proselytizing, using any and all methods to make

a convert, that are causing the religious unrest in the
country. Jesus himself condemned his own people in

his day for just this same sort of harmful activity. These
unethical missionizers go after the very young, the
emotionally mixed-up, the indigent and the very old,
and in a theologically shallow manner, hard-sell their
Christianity .

Oftentimes they offer material inducements to score. It
is precisely the increase in this sort of activity that the
present ruckus is all about.

So for those expatriates working in Israel at this time,
using dubious methods in their proselytizing, I for one
join the Israelis in their cry, "Unethical Missionary,
Go Home!"

Coupled with the unethical practices in Israel are some of the reports sent to
supporters and papers back home. One Israeli newsweekly, according to the Israel
Digest suggested that missionary activity exists more in the headlines of newspapers
than in fact. It suggests that the missionaries eagerly translate the stories about
themselves, sending them to their supporters abroad as proof of their effectiveness
and right to support. These clippings result in stories appearing abroad which are
translated and reported inside Israel by those opposing missionary activity as evi-
dence that such activity is harmful. Thus, the article implies, the public relations
of the missionary and anti-missionary groups are more effective than their activities
themselves, each group using the publicity of its opponents to gain backing for its
own position.



Minister Warhaftig mentioned the oft repeated complaint that some mission
societies seek to buy converts through offers of clothing, food, money.and shelter.
In some cases this may be true but it is in the very nature of Christianity to give in
the name of Christ without expecting anything in return. For example, the Norwegian
Mission in Haifa has just received permission to erect a modern, well equipped home
for senior citizens, the first Christian residence of this kind in Israel. This has been
over the loud protests of the Orthodox in Haifa who argued that the Christians would
use the method of housing, feeding, and medical care to buy converts! Israel has yet
much to learn about Christian charity and Christians must teach them by exercising it
properly.

V. The Structuré of Government in Israel follows the British rather than
American pattern.

One must recognize this in order to evaluate the statements emanating out of
Israel by the Cabinet Ministers. The Minister of Religious Affairs calling for an
amendment to the Law of Return or complaining about missionary activity does not
speak for the present government since his party does not have control over a
majority of the votes, as he admitted in the quote earlier. The majority party does
not accept the position of Minister Warhaftig. As to introducing an amendment, the
spokesman for the majority doubted the Minister would even introduce it it lest he
suffer loss of face in a defeat. He might introduce it just before the election for
purely political reasons. For us to be all up tight over such announcements reveals
ignorance of Israel's political processes. One Christian of Jewish extraction said,
"We go through this every election. This is a family and an internal problem.
Please ask our brethren in America to leave us alone and permit us to work out our
own problems." -

VI. The Holocaust

One can understand Israel only in the light of the Holocaust and the previous
centuries of persecution at the hands of so-called Christians. Throughout the
centuries of ghetto living they have kept the faith, maintained their traditions and
culture, and preserved their identity. Now that they are the majority and back in
the land there is still a defensive attitude and an underlying fear that a wholesale
turning to Christianity might rob the people of the very things many even died to
preserve. This goes beyond the idea of opposition to the very mention of the name
of Jesus. There are wounds which will take a long time to heal and fears which will
take a long time to overcome. Added to this is the fact that the little, young nation is
surrounded by people who openly seek to destroy her with few of the nations or even
church bodies in the world having the courage to come out openly to her support. We
must exercise patience. A people, dispersed and persecuted for 25 centuries cannot
be expected to reach full maturity in 25 years!! There is a fierce nationalism which
at times finds democratic principles to be a roadblock to a full realization of security.
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With this background, we are now to share our findings in the three areas
of concern.

I. The Law of Return

The Attorney General stated emphatically that the government had no
intention of amending the Law. "I ought to know," he said, "because
if it is to be amended, I would be the one to write the new law."

Minister of Justice Y. S. Shapiro was also most emphatic in his comments. He
is considered one of the most powerful men in the government and one of the founders
of the new nation. In a long and delightful visit he started off by saying he had been
informed by the Attorney General of what he had said and supported him fully. "But
I wanted," he continued, "you to hear it directly from me." Twice he asked that I
be sure to "tell your friends (the evangelicals in America) that you have heard this
directly from my own lips and further that the Prime Minister supports this position."

First, he repeated the statement that there are no plans to change the Law of
Return. :

Second, and this statement is even more significant since it seems to add a new
dimension to the concept of religious freedom,. Israel has from the beginning claimed
to "guarantee freedom of religion and conscience.” However, the freedom to share a
faith is not always considered part of the freedom to believe. Christianity by its very
nature is Good News to be shared. The Minister said, "I know about Christianity and
have read the New Testament. In the last verses of Matthew the disciples are com-
manded to go into all the world and proclaim the gospel. It is part of your Christian
dogma to proclaim. We cannot grant a freedom to believe which restricts that freedom
to only certain parts of the dogma. Christians must preach their faith. Further, we
believe in freedom of speech and freedom of the press or to publish and this right to
speak and publish must not exclude Christian truth.

Third, on the question of who is a Jew, he referred to some of the recent
decisions and noted the current controversy over converts to Judaism and then
those who claim to be Jews even though believing in Jesus. "These are matters
of the heart. We are dealing with the laws of the State. We can only go by the
certificate of conversion which is based on a very old law originating in the days
when people transferred from one community to another. A Jew is a Jew. What he
believes in his heart is his private business.

The Attorney General also made a reference to the freedom to share one's faith
by calling attention to a statement by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Culture
and Education, Yigal Allon, to The Knesset on February 11, 1970, a copy of which
was made available. He said in part:
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The State of Israel holds it to be its duty to see to it that
worshipppers are not disturbed in their prayer and faith.
This duty has two aspects: On one hand, the duty to
ensure freedem of worship and to safeguard the Holy
Places, and to punish anyone who offends religious
feelings, as stipulated in the criminal code, and on the
other hand, to abstain from interference in activities
which the law does not prohibit. This policy is in
keeping with our democratic stance and with our
political and particular moral rrsponsibility as a
sovereign State in the country, responsible for the
Holy Places of numerous religions.

The laws of the State of Israel do not prohibit to preach
for any religion and to endeavor to convince a person
to convert to that religion in a way which is not legally
prohibited. I said: "in a way which is not legally
prohibited" by which I meant that as long as there is
no coercion and no willful misleading etc. the
authorities of the State see no room for intervention.

. The Threat Against Missionary Activity

There is no threat as far as the government is concerned as is already
evidenced by the foregoing conversation with members of the Ministry of
Justice. Minister Warhaftig also gave assurance in his comments that there
were no plans to change the government's attitude towards the recognized,
legitimate missionary activity in Israel, although he pointed out more than
once that some aggressive missionary activity causes annoyance to some
sections of the Jewish community.

Those showing repeated disrespect for the laws of the land and the traditions
of her people may find it increasingly difficult to stay in the country.

III. The Reported Intimidation of Missionaries

There is no doubt an attempt to intimidate and terrorize Christians of
Jewish extraction and Christian missionaries as seen in the letter quoted
earlier.

I visited three of the leaders who in recent months have either had homes
and other buildings bombed or fire set to their cars or equipment.

The one praised the police for their assistance. They had even warned him in
advance of possible trouble, arrived on the scene in time to catch the culprits and
have been checking up on the place ever since.
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The man whose youth center had been threatened insisted that "it wasn't much
of a threat" and that the police had arrived immediately.

The third had a different story. And one must "tell it like it is." The incident
of violence took place several months ago and even though the police have been
offered the identity of those involved no arrests have been made. There is a feeling
that in spite of the government's desire to protect all the citizens, local police do not
carry this out in practice. Those suspected of these latter acts of intimidation are
believed to be Torah Activists. The opinion was expressed by a number that had

. the suspects been Arabs or members of the J.D.L., action might well have been

immediate. I regretI ran across this matter following the meeting with the Attorney
General. The suspicions expressed will reach him.

Government pronouncements to the contrary, there is a subtle form of anti-
Christianity practiced by individuals and groups. After all, the Jews have had a
good deal of experience in many forms of intimidation as practiced on them for cen-
turies and now some are using the same tactics on others. Here history is but
repeating itself. This anti-Christian intimidation takes several forms - threats
during the night via the telephone, threats by letter, discrimination in employment,
etc. Israel will not become a model of democracy until the concept of religious and
political freedom is implanted in the hearts of all - a freedom which must be granted
equally to all, be they Orthodox, Conservative, Reformed, Secular Jews, Christians
of non-Jewish or Jewish extraction, Muslims, or holding to any other religious beliefs.

What Should be the Attitude of the
Evangelical in America towards Israel

1. They should not only continue to pray for the peace of Jerusalem but
peace in Jerusalem! '

2. They should seek to understand the problems of the government. It
is a most difficult situation trying to build a new nation in the midst
of a land torn for centuries by religious strife and divided by the
various religious and political views of its people.

3 Support evangelical missions to Israel but only those whose ethics in
administration, raising of funds, and practices in Israel are above
reproach.

4: Tourism should be encouraged. The headlines of violence at the hands

of Arab terrorists should not discourage one from visiting Israel. It
is safer on the streets of Jerusalem at night than in many American
cities in the daytime. However, the tourist should not go to Israel as
a 20th Century Crusader nor only as a so-called Christian pilgrim
in search of more evidence to bolster his faith. Israel is not only the
land of history but of prophecy. Christianity has no sacred shrines.
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We worship in spirit and in truth. The event is more important
than the place. Ronald Whitney writing on Israel and the
Christian Pilgrimage for the Christian News of Israel complains:

They (the Christian Pilgrims) learn little or nothing
about the modern State. The Christian pilgrims may
travel the length and breadth of the Land, see all the
Holy Places, and then go home with almost no know-
ledge of the Jewish State except as they go through
Israeli customs at the airport. They have checked
out all the dead stones but did not get acquainted
with the living people of Israel.

5. Some Evangelicals have delayed too long the Bible based and, even
apart from the Scriptures, the moral imperative of affirming the
right of Israel to exist and to be secure in that existence.

We should not consider ourselves any less sympathetic to the Arab cause for
such a position nor should we be influenced by different views on eschatology. The
United Nations is swayed by the threat of the Arab world but why should we be? The
papal nuncio in Eastern Jerusalem replied last week to the question of why the Pope
has not recognized Israel with the comment that he feared the reaction in the Arab

~ * world. But why should we? The World Council of Churches has often by implication

and open statements declared its support of the Arabs at the expense of the Israelis.
Why should we? Can we not rise above the political debate and declare our love for
both Arab and Jew but insist that our belief in Israel's right to exist and the right to
live unmolested by one's neighbor is no less a moral issue than is the right of the
neighboring Arab nations to enjoy the security of their own borders?

6. Give thanks to God that Israel is aware of the existence of many
believers in America who are sympathetic with her aims. We do
share with the Jews a belief in the Scriptures and a hope for the
future. : .o

Some Encouraging Developments

I cannot close this report without sharing some of the encouragements.

) Everyone of whom I asked the question - "Is it easier or more
difficult to be a Christian of Jewish extraction in Israel today?"
answered that it was easier. In former days one who turned to
Judaism from some other religion was called a convert and one
who turned from Judaism to Christianity an apostate. Later, he
was known as a traitor. An orthodox theologian said that the
stigma of converting to Christianity is diminishing.
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2. The interest in the study of Jesus continues to grow. I was quite

moved as the orthodox theologian took a copy of my book from his

- shelf. It was written in 1968 and suggested that Israel's scholars
might well lead the Jews to Jesus. The theologian stated, "You -
were more of a prophet than you realized. You reported then that
23 books had been written in Hebréw in which Jesus was the central
figure. That number has now risen to 27." The March 7th issue of

- Christian Century contains an article entitled "Learning About
Jesus - in Israel” by Pinchus Lapide with the subtitle, "The
history text - books in Israel's schools present a highly favorable
image of Jesus." The Associated Press recently released a
similar report.

Let's be patient. Remember-Jan Hus had the same theology as
Martin Luther but was a hundred years ahead of his time and
burned at the stake. It wasn't until the invention of the printing
press and the peasants' revolt that the world was ripe for the
Reformation. A spiritual revival in Israel is predicted in the
Scriptures of the Jewish people! Let's not get in its way!

3. There is a growing interest in the Bible. The Bible Society
Secretary reported that more Bibles in proportion to the
population are distributed in Israel than in any other country.
The Old and New Testaments in Hebrew are popular in the
Kibbutz. A new translation of the New Testament in the
common language - a Hebrew version of Good News for
Modern Man - is in process. The Epistle to the Romans has
already been printed and the rest of the epistles are ready
for publication.

4. There are no doubt a number of Jewish young people turning to
Jesus and who do so without forsaking their Jewish heritage
and culture.

Before concluding may I share all too briefly a word about the meeting with
the Ambassador.

On Friday, April 27, I spent one hour in conference with Israel's new Ambassador
to the United States, Simcha Dinitz. It was a leisurely and most profitable experience
as I shared my findings and he provided a background to some of the observations.
He stated that one of his goals in his new assignment was to try and build a bridge of
understanding between the Christian community of America and Israel. As evangelicals
we must meet Israel half way in this bridge building.
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Conclusion

I am grateful to the members of the Israeli Government and the many leaders
in the Christian community for the hospitality and willingness to share information.
I am also humbled at the confidence placed in me by Israel in asking me to serve as
her messenger to America's evangelicals.

This report was written during the many hours in flight en route home. The
writing was often interrupted by the memory of a thought expressed by the pastor of
one of the congregations in Jerusalem, himself of Jewish extraction and a resident
in Israel for more than twenty years:

The Jews did not come here after an absence of centuries
during which they were engaged in an endless struggle
to keep their identity, traditions, culture, and religion
only to abandon it on their return to the land nor did
they return to humiliate Jesus.

" Shalom!

ARNOLD T. OLSON
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Key 73
WASHINGTON . (UPI) —
‘American Jews are concerned
by the growing evargelical
thrust of Christian churches,
expected to culminate this
year with a massive “Key
t73u campaj@- - ) . 2
They see it as a threat to
the Jewish community — par-
ticularly the young people.
Rabbj Marc Tanenbaum, na-
tional director of interreligious
affairs for the American Jew-
ish. Committes, said recently
at an AJC convention, “A
Christian theology based on
the negation of Judaism and
that sees Christianity as-a
-substitution for the-Jewish
faith will have the human ef-
fect of destroying the exist-
ence of the Jewish people.”
Rabbi Maurice . N. Eisen-
drath, president of ‘the Union
of American Hebrew -Congre-
gations -and long an activist in
ecumenical affairs, said fail-

ure of Christian churches to |

confine such efforts as Key '73
to Christian youth “could
damage the carefully cultivat-
ed roots of Christian-Jewish
relations in our society and
destroy the fabric of pluralism

lar

‘which both distresses and dis-
. turbs us.”? .

" sade.”

talist evangelical groups, par-

* partment is preparing materi-

-tian . fundamentalists who use

Key ’73 is a nationwide cam-
paign involving more than 130
evangelical, mainline Protes-
tant and Roman Catholic de-
nominations, agencies and
para-ecclesiastical groups,
They are using all forms of
the mass media to “call the
continent to Christ.”

Eisendrath said that while
Key '73 and the older but simi=
Campus Crusade for
Christ, ‘“while not directed
specifically at Jews, are nev-
ertheless putting unwarranted
and unnecessary pressure
upon Jewish young people

“It is inevitable,” he said,
“that missionary movements
such as the old American
Board of Missions to the Jews
and the newly-formed Jews
for Jesus movement, whose
primary aim is to convert
Jews, will gain impetus from
Key '73 and the Campus Cru-

He appealed to the National
Council of Churches and the
National Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops to “take every pos-
sible step to restrain the ex-
cessive’ zeal of the fundamen-

ticularly as these groups may
subject young Jewish people
and adults to repeated harass-
ment and attempts at coer-
cion.”

Rabbi Balfour Brickner,
director of the UAHC’s Inter-
faith Department, said his de-

als and programs aimed at
helping Jewish young people
challenge statements made by
Christian evangelicals in their
conversion attempts. .
Jewish young people must
know how to respond to Chris-

biblical proof texts to amplify
their points, Brickner said.
One Jewish leader close to
the campus scene, Rabbi Ste-
ven Shaw, director of the Hil-
lel foundation at Rutgers Uni-

versity, sees the problem
somewhat differently. : /
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STATEMENT OF DR. ARNOLD T. OLSON, PRESIDENT OF
THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF AMERICA CONCERNING
HIS VISIT TO ISRAEL APRII. 18-25

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Washington April 27.... I met this morning with His Excellency Simcha
Dinitz, Ambassador of the State of Israel to the United States to dis-
cuss the findings of my visit to Irael April 18-25. This visit was ini-
tiated after consultation with officials of the American Jewish Camittee.

Headlines in America's secular and religious press during the last
few weeks have told of (a) a plan to amend the Law of Return so as to bar
Jews having converted to Christianity from settling in Israel, (b) the
statement by Chief Rabbi Goren that Israel must rid itself of"the afflic-
tion called mission" with the press reporting the possible expulsion of
a 1000 missionaries and (c) acts of intimidations against missionaries
and Christians of Jewish extraction. This has caused an unfavorable re-
action especially among evangelicals who have long been friendly to Israel
and from whom many missionary societies receive their support.

After 21 conversations in 6 days with political and religious leaders
including two ministers (Justice and Religious Affairs), the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Archbishop of Jerusalem, The Prime Ministers Advisor on Minori-
ties, missionaries and three whose property had been bambed or set on fire,
a detailed report is being preparéd for the Convention of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals, scheduled for Portland, Oregon, May 1-3.

On the basis of these meetings with high Israeli officials as well as
with Ambassador Dinitz, I feel confident that the goverrment of Israel is
strongly cammitted to the safequarding of the principal of religious liberty
and freedam of conscience for all legitimate Church agencies in Israel.

The Minister of Justice assured me that there are no plans to amend
the Law of Return. ‘I'heMJ.nlsterlsanslberofthemajorltypartyaJﬁm—
sisted he reflects the view of the Goverrment. Further, the Declaration
of the State of Israel of May 14, 1948, includes the guarantee of religious
freedom for allandttusfalthtothecnmnstlansnustmcllﬂe, according
to the camments by the Minister of Justice, "in the dogma, the command
to proclaim the Gospel to the whole world. We cannot grant Christians
the freedom to believe and deny the right to share that truth as the Chris-
tian's Jesus has cammanded it." In addition, he reminded me that Israel
also grants freedom- of speech and freedom of the press and this must-also
be granted to Christians to speak and publish their beliefs. It is apparent
that the privilege of witness has sametimes been abused by comments and
through literature that downgrades the Jewish faith. This unethical prac-
tice does not enhance the image of Christianity in Israel.
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As to the expulsions of missionaries, there is no such threat although
the unethical practices of same were mentioned.

There is intimidation of missionaries and Christians of Jewish extrac—
tion even though it is contrary to Govermment policy. Such groups as the
Jewish Defense League -- engaged in a campaign to expel both Arabs as well
as Christians; small groups of students, and religious extremists practice
intimidation by threatening through letters and phone calls arson, and barbs.
However, the authorities ‘are hard at work. The police arrived at the
International Bible Center on the Mount of Olives in time to arrest several
members of the J.D.L. who had set fires in the building. The director, a
Christian of Jewish extraction was lavish in his praise of the cooperation
by the police. The Attorney General gave assurance that those who did damage
would be treated as criminals and not even granted bond pending trial.

On the other hand, a fire set by men suspected of being Torah Activists
in February has not been solved drawing suspicions in the Christian community
thatmerelslaxltymapprelmadmgsme The Government, hcmever did not
give that impression.

. Its an election year in Israel. We hope Americans will not take all of
the statements by her politicians any more seriously than we'd want the Israelis
to take the statements by same of our own. Further, we should not judge a
natlonbyﬂlelmapprovedarﬂvmlentactlonsofscrresmall but active and
*mc:.femus minorities.
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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

BlShOp W Kenneth Pope Prriins Sciioor oF THEOLoGY
DDALLAS, TEXAS 7i222

April 13, 1973

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of Interreligious Affairs
The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

My dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Thank you for your letter of April 2 and the attached copies of
statements with regard to Key '73 and the Jewish Community.

I have been in touch with Rabbi Klein with regard to any move
that should be made on the part of the Christian community in behalf
of our high regard for and deference to the Jewish community. He
assures me that he will keep his ear to the ground and alert us at,
any time he feels that we should make a statement. I am in touch
with Dr. Albert Outler and others here at the Perkins School of
Theology. We want to be ready at any time to do anything that Rabbi
Klein and the other Rabbis here in the Dallas area feel should be
done. Our aim is to maintain the closest cooperation with the Jewish

community.

If and when it is felt that a public statement should be made,
be assured that we will advise you of it and send you copies of what
is affirmed.

We very much appreciated your recent visit here in Dallas. With
my continued gratitude and best wishes, always, I am,

Cordially yours,
). deeraith X

W. Kenneth Pope

WK? : ks
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FOREIGN SERVICE - =2- THURSDAY, IMARCH 8, 1973

When the Church was established in Rome, the Christian community would
meet to attend Hass offered by its bishop, the Pope. The practice may well
date back to the third Century, and by the fifth Century the custom was
established that the Pope and the priests of Rome would together offer Mass
on principal fecast days in one of the area churches, and the community would
gather round them. The church was described as the "station church.”

The solemnity of the occasion was enhanced by processions of clergy and

" people from one church (called "collecta™ -- the point of assembly) to the

- Decree-on.the Liturgy:_ __ .

station church, Litanies and other prayers were recited on the way.

According to tradition, it was Pope Gregory the Great -- who sent
Augustine to England -- who designated which parish church would be the
"station"™ for each of the 84 days of special importance to Christians
throughout the year. These included the weekdays of Lent.

The custom persisted until the liiddle Ages when it fel_ into disuse
until revived in Rome by Pope John XXIII.

In the revival here now, the succession of Lenten Stations is meant
to lead up to a climax on Maundy Thursday in Holy Week. On that day, priests
and people from all over the diocese are encouraged to come to the diocesan
Cathedral for the solemn Mass of the Dlessing of the Oils.

The deepest purpose of the revival is contained in the Vatican Council's

"The Church reveals herself most clecarly in the full and active partici-
pation of all God's holy people in the same Eucharist, in a single prayer
at one altar wherc the bishop presides surrocunded by his presbyterium and

ministers."
==

RABBI ASKS LAWS BARRING
CHRISTIAN MISSION PPOSELYTIZING

By Religious lews Serv1ce (3-8-73)

JERUSALEM (RNS) -- Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren of the Ashkenazi (western)
Jewish community in Israel has called for legislation to protect the right
of religious worship "in an effort to curb Christian proselytizing activities
among Jews."

Israeli Radio said that in a specech before a trade unicn group here,
the rabbi insisted that "any outside influence" on people, aimed at "making
them change their religious beliefs,” was "basically wrong,” and "should be
made illegal.”

Earlier, iiinister of Justice Yaacov Shimson Shapiro, whose views
generally reflect those of Prime linister Golda Meir, said the government
has absolutely no intention of drafting leglslat1on to curb Christian
missionary. activities in Israel. -

In February, following viclent incidents directed agalnst some Christian
"missionaries," Rabbi Goren commented that the intentions of some missionaries
worried him, but said that "viclence and illegal action™ should be ruled out
in responding to them., .

=Q= FAGLC -2-
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"KEY '73 AND THE JEWS"

SRR |

Old Testament Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-4

The word which Isaiah the son of Amos saw concerning Judah

- Jerusalem.

It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills; :
and all the nations shall flow to it,
- and many peoples shall come, and say:
" "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord
~ to the house of the God of Jacob; '
that hé may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth the law;
‘and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
' He shall judge between the nations i
"~ -and shall decide for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, -
and their spears into pruning hooks; '
nation shall notlift up sword against nation,
'~ neither shall they learn way any more.

‘New Testament Scripture: 1 Joha 2: 7-11

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old com-
mandment which you had from the beginning; the old commandment
is the word which'you have heard. YetIam writing you a new com-
mandment, which is trde‘iﬁ’l_iim’ and in you, because the darkness is
passing away and the true light is already shining. Fe who loves his
brother abides in the light, ‘and ia it there is nocause for stumblir_xg.
But he who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks ia the dark-
ness, and does not know where he is going, because.the darkness has

blinded his eyes.

I am troubled about the Jewish furore over the Key '73 program, Aund I'd
like to share some of my thoughts about this, leading perhaps to a deeper under-

standing of our evangelism and our relationship to other faiths.

Key '73 is a program that most Christian churches are getting involved in
now. I noticed that Dr. George Outen is coming soon for a series of preaching
meetings related to this program, and I'm delighted that he's coming. You'll
find him an articulate and moving speaker, and one who will help you a great deal
into this emphasis for 1973. Xey '73 began with an editiorial by Carl Heary in
Christianity Today, the conservative Protestant magazine.. And he himself has
defined Key '73 this way: "Key '73 is not a national pep-rally aimed to promote
religion in general or community-church-attendance or faith-in-faith, Itis a
devout witness by twice born men and women to the truth and power of the word

-
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of God in our lives, and an invitation to their townspeople to find the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus." Key ’?3 has chosen the motto, '""Calling our Continent
to Christ. " s ;

Now personally I've been encouraged by three aspects of this program. First,
it is broadly ecumenical, It includes Christians in the most broadly based enter-
prise in the church history of the United States. It includes Roman Catholics on
the one hand, and down through the mainline Frotestant denominations, to the
evangelicals, if you want to. put them on the other extreme. This in itself seems
to me a great and significant thing, that we have come to the point where Christians
can together extend an evangelistic invitation tothe nation. . The second thing, that -
encourages me about Xey '73 is the emphasis on innovation and local initiative.
These are refreshingly new things in the field of evangelism.. I welcome the oppor-
tunity {or our people to use their imagination in evangelism, to break out of the '
stereotyped and hackneyed methods in which the church has seemed to be trapped.

Aud finally, and not the least important, I think that Key '73 has recognized
that there is a social dimension to the gospel. For the first time in such an en-
terprise, there is a marriage of what we call the ""personal' gospel with the ''so-
cial" gospel. They belong together, they need to be together. They should never
have been separated. And I welcome a campaign wthh says that they should be
pronounced in the same sentence. - '

The beginning phase of Key iy g Calls us to reoentance and prayer. And cer-
tainly that is a mood that is appropriate to our nation at this time. Y hen we think
of what has been happemnr—r, “the winding down of the war in Vietnam, andto think
of the difficulty that we're all having in deahncr w1th that, a call to repentance is
a relevant and an important note to sound. I saw a cartoon the other day, showing
the devastation of the battlefield, and under it was the caption, ”War means, Never
having to say that you're sorry, " If that is the mood of the natlon as the cartoon-
ist implied, then repentance is a need of us all...

I see great POS 51b1ht1es in thts campa.tgn, as does the editor of the Christian
Century magazine, who wrote recently:

So we like Key '73 because and insofar as it is a morale-boos ting
venture in the churches, a channeling of energies, an assertive mo-
ment, and an atternpt to intervene in history, an endeavor to recruit
the wayward and edify the evangelizers,-a contribution to the religion
of theheartin a sterile season.

But then he adds:

We will not stand by and enjoy it if it becomes statistically obsessed,
symbolizing a regression to bureaucratized and overprogrammed '
churchitis, nurses its narcissism with ‘Are You...Saved Jesus kicks
or over~-looks the fact that faith 1s to be active in love in a comple
world. . - -

To me that's a good statement of the plusses and minusses, the poteatials
both good and bad, of the program. Butnow comes the Jewish note of protest.
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Rabbi Mark Tannenbaum of the American Jewish Committee has.expressed
the thoughts of many of our Jewish friends. He sees Key '73 in terms which are
not very complimentary. ' ""Key '73", he says, 'is an assault on the honor, dignity,
and truth of Judaism,'" He adds, "To suggest that Christianity and a particular
brand of Christianity at that is a substitute for Judaism is wholly insensitive, That
version of Christianity says Judaism is a footstool to stand on, and then kick away.
Key '73 should aim at the domestic heathens who are baptised and Christians in
name only." VWell, that's a hard paragraph. And it has got me to thinking, and has
led me to dig a httl.e deeper into what I mean by evangelism, '

So let me lead you through my reflections and I'd be mterested in your com-
ments too, ; :

I. First we could answesr that we didn't mean the Jews in the first place. But
actually, the slogan says, ""Calling our. Continent to Christ," and presumably that
might include Jews too.  Perhaps Rabbi Tannenbaum is right, that the Key LY )
leadership should state publicly that they have no intention of aiming specific
evangelism at Jews, ' And I personally would support such a statement, Butl
think in spite of all that, the Jews do have a right to be nervous, for evangelistic
campaigns in the history of Christianity have not been happy times for Jews. Our
track record on that score has been indeed rather a sad one. I won't rehearse '
all that regretable history for you. But Jews have a right to worry about it, anc
because of Christian history we need to be particularly sensitive to their worry.
Ve need to know that history and recall it, lest it be repeated. You see, Jews
worry that after a year of trying to convert another group with little success '
there is often a reaction against the resistant group. And Jews, whoare always
in danger of anti-Semitic attacks, have a right to feel that a reaction might come
against them, - :

Of course, in one sense competition can be healthy for religious groups. I
read recently that there is a task force of Orthodox Rabbis on college campuses
trying to offset the influence among Jewish young people of the Jesus movement.
Perhaps they have visited UCLA, It can't be all bad for Jews to be forced to dig
deeper into their heritage, and for Jewish leaders to reach their young people in
a more effective way. ‘Harry ‘Golden has a wonderful story, in one of his books,
about-a Jewish congregation in the deep South, The synagogue burned downmn, and
the local Methodist church offered to let the Jewish congregation use their sanc-
tuary on Friday nights until they could rebuild their own. They gratefully accepted
- the offer but didn't foresee all that would ensue. The first Friday night they found
that the Methodist preacher was there to open the door for them. And he stayed
around, to see what was going on and to close up afterwards. And he was there
every I'riday. And the Methodist preacher began to take an interest in who was ~
there. .And during the week he would go down main street, seek his Jewish friends,
and ask them why they weren't in synagogue last week. They were completely taken
aback by this. This wasn't the way it was usually done in synagogue. And Harry
Golden says that for the summer they had the use of the Methodist church, that
was: the best-attended synagogue in all the South! :

But in spite of that, we need to remember the history of Christians and Jews,
and guard in every way we can against permitting any sort of anti-Semitism



to issue ever again from the Christian enterprise,

. II. Now let me talike this a- step further, because that's Jl.‘l.St the surface of
the problem. %/hat. Rabbi Tannenbaum has raised is a basic issue about the re- .
lationship between religious groups in our country, the question of the ground rules
of a pluralistic society. For we live in a pluralism in which we accept that there
are going to be neople of different persuasions around us. And this is a peculiarly
American style of life,.. Part of the unique American religious experience has
been the e::peri.en-ce of pluralism. Ve came as religious refugees from Europe,
where the style was that everybody had to go along with a certain faith, or a cer -
tain church. Dut here we were all refugees from that and we had to learn how to
live with each other, how to respect the other person and his beliefs.

I thmlc there- LS inherent in Protestantlsm that kind of respect because we,
are a voluntanstxc form of. rehmon. We believe that a man's personal decision -
has a lot to ¢o with his faith. If you call a man to make a decision for faith, then
you have. to respect his right to .make that decision, and must respect his con-
science. That's one of the problems of this relationship between Jews and Chris-
tians, because we are a voluntaristic form of religion. I can'timagine & Protestan-
tism without evangelism ca.hpa.mns without the invitation to make:- personal de-
cisions about faith, - ’ _ e '

Judaism on the other hand is a communal religion, you are born into Judaism.
We often say in Protestantism that your mother's faith or your grandfather's faith
is no good for you, you have todecide for yourself. In J'udalsm, your mother's
faith and your grandfathér's faith have everythmg to do w withit, “Iti is a co-;munal"
religion, a religion of kinship and of community. And I would suggest to you that
there is bound to be some friction between these two approach to religion. Plur-
alism, I'm trying to say, is never going to be tidy. 1/e have to learn how to live
with each other, mspxte of the fact that we have quite different ways of e.r:pemencrm:r
God. , ¢

‘Gregory Baum, an interesting Roman Catholic theologian, has given me some
insight into how we might learn to do this., For he says that we are learning in
the twentieth century that the way that we call a people to Christ, to make a de-
cision, makes all the difference. e makes a distinction between ''theology' and
what he calls 'ideology. " Theology, he says, is the truth about God and ourselves;
that's what we try to listen to, that's what we try to teach, that's what the Bible
opens up for us. Ideology, on the other hand, is defined as '"a set of teachings or
symbols unconsciously generated by the society to protect itself against others,
legititaate its power, and.defend its privileges.'" And ideology, self enhancement,
creeps in very uncounsciously and begins to crowd out genuine theology. --Itis very

_easy to slip from the truth about God and ourselves to a statement of that truth
~ which just defends our privilege. -

Let me give you some examples. e have becn learning in the last few de-
cades about "white racism.' Ve used to think that white. racism was. just some-~.
~ thing the Ku Klux Klan did, promoted and practiced, Now we know that white rac=
ism, is built into the way we think about ourselves and our society. It's a subtle
~ thing, an ideology that is so "'rational' and so "reasonable'' that it .just takes us
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over. V/e convince ourselves that itis true, and that it only incidentally happens
to work to our advantage. Or, another example we know today about ""male chau-
vinism." Male chauvinism is another ideology. Itis Derfectly reasonable, and
logical and right, of course, that men should have all the privileges, but it just

happens to work out to the disadvantage of women. That's how an ideol'og_y takes
over and prevents us from genuine self unders-témding. _

]

"Truth in religion, " Gregory Baum says, "a.: well as in other contexts , is
always threatened by ideology. There is a constant struggle in the religious life
between truth and falsefhood.' Then he goes on to define how he thinks that we
ought to state our invitation to Chrtst. "y venture to propose tha.t what God has re-
vealed in Jesus Christ once for all and in this sense utterly in an unsurpassable
way, is that the crucial decision regarding the dwme is made by man in his rela-
tionship to the commumty of nen.' The locus for man's twisting surrender to God
is the love of one's nemhbor. ¥/ hat has been revealed in Christ is that true re-
lwmn humanizes and reconciles.. .o The ultimate test in the struggle between
true and false religion, then, is the reconclhant}n of men.,"

1 think there is a rule of thumb here. If we invite people to Christ in such a
-way that it is all directed to "them,'' butimplies that I'm not in the same need
or I've already arrived, then perhaps we have let ideology creep in to our theology.
But if the Lordship of Christ includes all men begmnmg with me, beginning with
us, beginning “with the church, if repentance is the first requlrement for me in
evangelism then we are closer to theology, as agamst 1deology.

Now. this takes me to fhe last and deepest level of thiS’ whole problem, which
our Jewishfriends are pushing us tounderstand. For the experience of love is
the heart of what we are talking about, the essense of evangelism, In Isaiah 2,
for instance, we have what is in fact almost an ""ideological' concept. All nations
are going to come to Zion, the temple of Judaism. Everybody is going to have.to
come to us, the writer said. But what will they learn? What is the law? Itis that
swords will be beaten into ploughshares, spears wlll become 1:::L-urm1<=r hools, na-~
tion will not lift up sword agalnst nation. Love! At the heart of it. Or in the
New Testament, John uses a metaphor of light and dark. Unfortunately is 2 meta-
phor which often terapts us to ideology, to separate the children of light from the
children of darkness,. Rut he makes it clear, does he not, that the light is love,
Itis the experience of self-sac rificing love which we mean when we talk about light.
That has nothing to do with prwxlec}ge, or.self protection, or protectmrr my position,

This same Rabbi Tannenbaum has given us a story which I think helps us see.
this. '"An Hasidic rabbi renowned for his piety and compassion was unexpectedly
confronted one day by one of his devoted youthful disciples in their house of prayer
and study. In a burst of feelmg, this young disciple exclaimed, "My Master, I
love you." The ancient teacher slowly looked up from his books, and then asked
- his fervent disciple. "Do you know what hurts me, my son? ~
- The young tman was baffled, Composing himself, he stuttered, "I don't under-
stand your question, Rabbi. Iam trying to tell you how much you mean to me,
and you confuse e with strange questions, "

. Fa
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"My question to you is not at all strange or irrelevant,' said the Rabbi, 'for

it you do not know what hurts me, how can you truly love me?" I\/y experience is,
that it is very difficult for 2 Christian to know the hurt of Judaism. After the 1967
"sixz~-day war,' Idiscovered how deeply hurt the Jewish community was that we .
Christians did not support thetn immediately in that war. And I'm not saying that
we should simply adopt their position, or have no sympathy for the Arab re-
fugees, or disregard all the other complexities of that problem. But what I'm
saying is precisely that it was very difficult for me to understand why they felt
so hurt. And therefore the rabbi's question is very relevant, '"For if you do not
know what hurts me, how can you truly love me?"

You see, we're getting down to the deepest level of all in terms of trying to
make any kind of witness to the Lordship of Christ, the love of Christ. And then
I try to feel with them, I try to listen to my Jewish friends, I try to catch a glimpse
of how they see it. - One article was particularly helpful to me. A Canadian rabbi
pointed out that it was not the Jews that made their survival a "polmcal question, "
_that the Jews in Zurope had been wlllmg to be non-~political. But they were com-
‘pelled to a "political solution, " as Hitler called it. And six million Jews paid a
very high price to learn that "p011t1cal" lesson. And I began to catch a glimpse
of the hurt, '

_ He stated further that Jews today are facing a great crisis of faith, when

~ they remember the six million Jews who were destroyed in Europe. For twenty
years, he said, he did not dare to look at that direction. He did not allow himself
to ask, "What kind of a God is it that would allow a third of his people to be de~
stroyed?'" Butnow religiols Jéws até béginning to wrestle with that question,
Then he quoted a heart wrenching prayer that accuses God of trying to tempt his
people to dispair and unfaith, But in the end the prayer declares that they will
not just give up and be crushed, but by resisting destruction they will reafﬁrm
thelr faith in God and in life.

The deep hurt of Jewish people! We begin to understand what it might mean
if we really took the Lordship of Christ, the sovereignty of love, seriously in our
evangelism. Then this rabbi threw this challenge to Christians, declaring that
while Jews are just beginning to lookat the implications of the great holocaus for
their faith, Christians he said, haven't yet begun to consider the implications of
that for their faith, If we really took Key !'73 seriously, it might force us to look
first at ourselves, and to deepen our own faith. The kind of dialogue that might
ensue between Jews and Christians is a costly and risky business but it might be
the true proclamation of the gospel.

Let me finish with a story which I heard years ago from Bishop Booth one of
our Methodist bishops in Africa, It's an African folktale. And it tells the story of
a little bird, so small that you usually can't see it. in the jungle. And it has a red
breast, and a great huge voice. One day the lion, king of the jungle, was walking
through the forest when he heard this loud voice. He looked around because he
thought this must be a very powerful animal, and finally he saw the little bird
sitting on a branch. FHe walked up to him, and said, "Little bird, did you make
that loud noise?'" "YIS, I DID,'" "My", the lion said, "You must be a very im-
portant and powerful animal.'" "YES, I AM," replied the bird." The lion thinking
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about hunting, asked, '""That red on your breast, is that.fire?'" And the little bird,
pushed a little beyond what he could produce, replied, '"VYes, that's fire.' '"Fine,
I want you to hunt with me," declared the lion,

In this part of Africa, they hunt by starting a range fire, semi-circle of
fire at one end, the hunters waiting down at the other end, until the fire drives the
animals to them, where they can shoot them. And so the lion thought that this
little bird withbreast of fire would be a great hunting partner. 5o he said, '""You
go out there and drive the animals this way,'" The little bird flew out, and fluttered
around the antelope, pecked their.backs, buzzed around their heads, but they just
shrugged him off. So he flew back. to_the lion where he discovered that the lion had
already made a kill and was crouched there eating. The bird landed beside his
hunting partner, and boldly began pecking, tearing away at the flesh, lilze the lion
did. But he wasu't strong enough, and he finally sat under the jaws of the lion,
just to be satisfied with what dropped from the lions jaws. And at that point, the
lion became a little suspicious, and he stopped eating, reached out with his paw,
and just touched the red on the breast of the bird. And in a flash he jumped up,
snapped up the bird in one swallow, and went off running through the jungle shout-
ing, "The red on his breast wasn't fire! The red on his breast wasn't fire!" Isn't
that the challenge we have in our evangelism? V/hat is it that really makes a Chris-
tian? V/hat is really a Christian witness? When the loudness of our proclamation

- gets the attention of the world about us, and they reach out to touch our bréast,.
to test our love, will it be fire that they find ?

SPMIEIET T Ry, W WeR  ED T o o
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GRAHAM’S STATEMENT ESCHEWING KEY 73
COERCION WELCOMED BY RABBI

NEW YORK, March 4 (JTA)--Evangelist
Billy Graham’s statement, made in reference to
Jewish concerns over the Key 73 campaign, that
he opposed “‘all forms of coercion, intimidation
and proselytizing’’ was welcomed Friday as “‘a
constructive contribution to interreligious under-+
standing’’ by Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, direc-
tor of interreligious affairs of the American Jew+
ish Committee. '

Rabbi Tanenbaum commented at a news con-
ference on Dr. Graham’s statement, in which the
evangelist also declared that *‘God has always
had a special relationship with the Jewish peo-
ple.’”’ The statement was issued last Thursday.
by Dr. Graham’s office in Atlanta, Rabbi Tan-
enbaum expressed confidence that the statement
would encourage other Christian leaders to
““make clear that Key 73 is aimed at reaching un-
committed Christians and has no intention of
proselytizing the Jewish community."’

The rabbi cited Dr. Graham’s expression of
his own evangelist philosphy that ‘‘I have never
felt called to single out the Jews as Jews, nor to
single out any other particular groups, cultural,
ethnic or religioug'and Dr. Graham’s commit-
‘ment to American pluralism “‘in which all relig-
ious groups are partners in society,"

Examples Of Deception, Intimidation

Rabbi Tanenbaum made public a 36-page sur=~
vey of the impact that Key 73 had already made
on relations between American Jews and Chris-
tians. He said the national dialogue over Key 73
might result in the emergence of a majority con-
census of Christian leaders who are declaring,
for the first time in the history of Jewish-Chris=~
tian relations in the United States, a policy of op-
position to proselytizing the Jewish community.

The AJCommittee survey detailed a variety
of episodes of psychological harassment, decep~
tion and intimidation. At Montclair, N.J., for
example, the survey said, Jewish high school stu-
dents were approached to come to bible~reading
classes which they found were aimed at convert-
ing them to Christianity, .

A “Hanukah" celebration at the Miami Beach
auditorium marking Israel’s 25th anniversary
turned out to be an effort by the American Board
of Missions to the Jews, linked to Key 73, to in-
vite the audience to make ‘‘a decision for Christ .’
In Boston, a Hebrew-Christian family sought
membership in the Jewish community center with
the avowed purpose of evangelizing Jewish fam-
ilies,

In reply to questions about Christian mission=
ary activities in Israel, Rabbi Tanenbaum said
he drew a’distinction between such missionaries
who ‘‘deceive and manipulate’ Israeli Jews and
those “‘who are above-board and identify them-
selves as Christians.?” He said he felt Israel
would make “a terrible blunder?? if it *violates
the principle of religious liberty and freedom of
conscience by. succumbing to pressures from Jew-
ish extremists who want to pass severe legisla-
tion to ban every form of religious activity which
is not Jewish,”?

NRP RESOLUTION CALLS FOR COMPULSORY
MILITARY DUTY FOR YESHIVA STUDENTS

JERUSALEM, March 4 (JTA)-=The newly
elected central committee of the National Relig-~
ious Party is expected to overturn a controver-
sial resolution adopted Friday evening by a sub-
stantial majority at the stormy closing session of

the NRP’s national convention in Tel Aviv which
calls for compulsory military service for yesh-
iva students, hitherto exempt.

That was the clear impression conveyed today
by NRP secretary general Zvi Bernstein when he
appealed to Israel’s two chief rabbis not to take
any action until the central committee meets,
sometime in the next two weeks. Both Ashkenazic
Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren and his Sephardic col-
league, Chief Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, issued separate
appeals to the NRP Friday to withdraw the reso-
lution.

Rabbi Goren, former chief chaplain of Israel’s
armed forces, urged the NRP leadership not to
advocate changing a practice that has been in ef-
fect since Israel’s establishment, Rabbi Yosef

"said he was ‘‘shocked’’ by the resolution and de-

manded to know why the NRP failed to consult the
Chief Rabbinate before acting on it.

The resolution was adopted at the NRP-conven-
tion by a vote of 298-170, precipitating near pan-
demonium as rabbis and yeshiva heads opposed to
it stormed the rostrum in an attempt to seize the
microphone, Rabbi Mordechai Frenkel, of Haifa,
tore up his NRP card in front of the convention
and left the hall. Because of the turmoil, a vote
could not be taken on a modifying amendment and
the matter was left to the party center to decide.

The controversial resolution was introduced
by Yaacov Tsur, a member of the Religious Kib-
butz movement whose son had volunteered for
service and was killed in action. He suggested
that because some religious youths abuse their
exemptions and in view of Israel’s mounting mili-
tary needs, military service be made obligatory
for yeshiva students within a framework that com-

JERUSALEM, March 4 (JTA)--The Cabinet
heard a report today on the three-man French del-
egation sent here to investigate the Libyan airliner
disaster. The team departed this morning after
completing their mission. They said they had re-
ceived the fullest assistance and cooperation from
Israeli authorities and would submit their report
to the French government which had assigned the
investigation. ' '

The Cabinet report on the French mission was
presented by Attorney General Meir Shamgar who
had been assigned by Acting Premier Yigal Yadin
to coordinate the activities of all government min-
istries with respect to the inquiry. It was under-
stood that the French civil aviation authorities
will collate the investigating team's findings with
information received from Egyptian authorities
before publishing their conclusions,

The Cabinet, meanwhile, set up a ministerial
committee to.determine the.amount of ex-gratia
(free will) payments by Israel to the families of
the victims and the survivors. The committee will
also determine a method for affecting the payments,
It consists of Justice Minister Yaacov Shimshon
Shapiro who is serving as chairman, Finance Min-
ister Pinhas Sapir, Health Minister Victor Shem-
tov, Transport Minister Shimon Peres, Religious
Affairs Minister Zerach Warhaftig and Minister-
Without-Portfolio Israel Galili,

It was also announced that one of the survivors,
a French steward, will be flown to France tomor-
row at the request of his family for further medi-
cal treatment. Another survivor regained con-
sciousness today for the first time since the disas-
ter. He was identified this morning as Abou Baker
Mouhamed, 33, a Libyan citizen. .
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Record Breaking Initial Sale
$136.3 M OF $360M ISRAEL BOND GOAL FOR
1973 SOLD AT DINNER HONORING ROTHBERQ

MIAMI BEACH, March 4 (JTA)=-Premier
Golda Meir’s first visit to Florida as Israel’s
head of state triggered an unprecedented response
last night to Israel’s economic needs, bringing

" about a record-breaking initial sale of $136.3 mil-
lion In Israel Bonds toward a 1973 goal of $360
million, at the Bond's inaugural dinner,

More than 3000 Jewish leaders from the United

-States and Canada purchased a minimum of $2500
per couple in Israel Bonds in what the dinner
_chairman, Jacob M, Arvey of Chicago, character
ized as “‘an unparalleled outpouring of love and
affection.for the Prime Minister and a resounding]
affirmation of confidence and moral and material
-‘support for the people of Israel.”
~ Ira Guilden, president of the Israel Bond cam-
paign, said the $360 million 1973 goal represent-
ed 60 percent of Israel’s development budget of
$518 million for the year. He noted that this budg
et provided for every phase of the country’s eco-
nomic development,

Prior to the dinner session, Leo Bernstein,
executive vice-president of the Bond Organiza~
tion, summed up the objectives of the 1973 cam-
paign as aiding the expansion of Israel’s economy
to provide jobs for an expected 70,000 immigrantg
this year; improving the economic position of the
disadvantaged section of Israel’s population; and
stimulating the development of industry and ex-
ports to bring Israel closer to the goal of econom+
fc independence.

Elaborate Security For Premier

The inaugural dinner was a tribute to Sam
Rothberg, general chairman and principal founder
of the Bond Organization which has produced mord
than $2.2 billion in bond sales for Israel since its

- inception in 1951, Israel's Finance Minister, Pin-
has Sapir, lauded Rothberg in a cabled message
from Jerusalem. Noting Rothberg’s nearly 30
years of ‘‘devoted efforts’’ in Israel’s behalf,
Sapir said he was totally committed to the sur-
vival of the Jewish people and the building of
Israel,

Elaborate security precautions surrounded
‘Premier Meir’s arrival here Friday evening, Of-
ficial welcoming ceremonies reserved for visit-
ing foreign dignitaries were eliminated, Mrs,
Meir was greeted at Miami Airport by Rothberg,
Guilden, Bernstein and Julian B, Venezky, nation=-
al chairman for regions of the bond drive. Strict
security precautions were repeated at the dinner,
All guests were double checked by security offic-
ers before being permitted to enter the grand
ballroom. )

The dinner was the wind-up of the Bond Or-
ganization’s four-day Inaugural Conference, Ata
breakfast session Friday morning, sponsored by
the Zionist Organization of America, Rabbi Irving
Lehrman, vice-president of the ZOA said that to
appreciate Israel’s 25th anniversary, ““we have to
think in terms of what the plight of the Jews of
Europe was before there was a State of Israel.’”
Mortimer May of Nashville, dean of the American
Zionist movement and honorary chairman of the
Israel Bond cabinet of the ZOA, was honored for
his pioneering efforts in helping to establish set-
tlements in Palestine prior to statehood,

MAJOR UNION DENOUNCES HEAD TAX
WASHINGTON, March 4 (J TA)~-The Commun-

ications Workers of America (AFL-CIO), repre-
senting more than 550,000 workers in the United
States, has denounced ““the Soviet government’s
bigotry?’ in imposing head taxes on Jews seeking

to emigrate, In a hard-hitting and well-documented
statement issued by the organization’s executive
board, the Soviet government was criticized not
only for this ‘‘reprehensible form of extortion’

but also for its suppression of Judaism within the
Soviet Union,

According to the statement, synagogues have
been arbitrarily closed down in community after
community for the past 30 years, Fifteen years
ago, in 1957, there were 450 synagogues. In April
of 1963, almost 10 years ago, there were 100, and
today the total has dwindled to.less than 60 syna-
gogues which ““remain to serve a population of
three million.”"

The CWA statement noted: “‘Judaism is not
even permitted any central or coordinated struc-
ture, unlike the other ten recognized religions in
the USSR, The publication of religious literature
and the manufacture of religious articles for Jews
‘are prohibited.”” The statement continued: *“It is
indeed a tragic irony that the Soviet government
will not let its Jewish citizens live in peace, as
productive citizens in their country, yet at the
same time refuses to permit them to find peace in
other countries which have mdicated a willingness
to accept them as emigran

TALKS WITH EAST LL GIVE
U,S, CHANCE TO REFLECT ON SITUATION

WASHINGTON, March 4 (JTA)--Responding to
questions regarding Premier Golda Meir’s visit,
State Department spokesman Charles Bray said
Friday that the views of Mrs, Meir, Egyptian em~
issary Hafez Ismail and Jordan's King Hussein will
give the United States *‘an opportunity to reflect'’
on their positions before proceeding further, but
said nothing specific on the *future evolution' of
the Middle East situation. Bray declined to com-
ment on the level of assistance the U.S. will give
Israel in the future but pointed to White House
press secretary Ronald Ziegler’s statements Thurs-
day regarding ‘‘continuing support'’ to Israel.

Some analysts here interpreted Ziegler's re-
mark as meaning the on-going support in the pipe-
line where Israel is getting approximately $515
million in economic and military aid, mostly in
credits, and that the new fiscal year beginning
July 1 may bring a different U8, position on for-
eign aid in general,

While the political complexion of the Middle
East may cause some variation in the Nixon Ad-
ministration’s outlook by mid-summer on help to
Israel on the present level, it is believed that the
Administration’s problems with inflation and its
conflict with Congress on budgetary limitations
may be much more important considerations on
the level of assistance for Israel.

Rep. Bella S. Abzug (D.N.Y.) telephoned the
mother of Boris Penson, the imprisoned Soviet
Jewish artist, and assured her of strong support
for the movement to free her son and to obtain full
rights for Jewish citizens in the USSR, including
the right to emigrate, Mrs. Abzug, speaking in
Yiddish and English in an overseas call Friday to
Riga, informed Mrs. Gessia Penson of the wide-~
spread efforts on behalf of her son, including dem-
onstrations, petition campaigns and plans for ex-
hibits of Boris’ works in a number of American
and Canadian cities.

SAD PAULD .* LimA

Officos: NEW YORK = WASHINGTON * PARIS * LONDON * JERUSALEM * TEL AVIV * JOHANNESBURG * BUENOS AIRES *
"| Correspondents in: UNITED NATIONS * CHICAGO * LOS ANGE{G TUCBOQN * MONTREAL * TORONTO * MEXICO CITY » CARACAS * SANTIAGO

de CHILE * RIO ds JANEIRO » BONN * BRUSSELS * AMSTERDAM * ROME * ATHENS * COPENHAGEN * VIENNA * GENEVA



UCBAM STATRENT ON.XEY '3

The religious hungers of our time Lave brougat forth myried responses.

- Sustenance is offered on every side from bookstore shelves, astrology coluumas,
and- revivalists' teants. Religious institutions find themselves called upon to
minister to the human spirit in new and imaginative ways.

Key..'T3, an evangelistic effort that bas reeruited over 130 participating
organizations, is a.bout t0 be launched throughout the country to "call the conti-
nent to repentance."” The UCBHM, while not joiningz this effort at the national
level, has been in close touch with developinz plans ard with many who have decided
to become a part of Key '73. UCC congregations and conferences, of course are
free to decide their own relationship with Key 'T3.

The UCBAM decision not to participate nationslly is based on three major
considerations. One is that the Key '7T3 operational definition of evangelism, as
found in its plans and progranis is significantly more narrow than the UCC under-
standing of evangelism as pmeticed historically ard as defined by its currcot
programs. Evengelism cannot be separated from the total mission of the church.

Second, the goals of Key '73, to "deliver the message beginning with the in-
dividual,"” presumes that a one-way. chanpnel of individusl salvation is sufficient
for embodying the gospel in society. The experience of the church over the cen=-
turies does not support this assumption. The church is at its evangelical best
vhen it embodies word-in-deed, corporately as well as personally.

The third comsideration is even more fundamental. Key 'T3 is seriously vul-
nerable to the temptations of retreat from the public arena so prevalent within the
biblicist apd fundamentalistic tradition.

An evangelism that calls our nation to repentance ‘cannot ignore the monstrous
problems of war, racial injustice, poverty and powerlessress, nor mute the word of
Jjudgment on the forces that cause them. Moreover, we are troubled by the eagermess
of Key '73 to seek approval snd support from the very powers that should be called i
to accountsbility. A religious revival that uncritiéally reinforces political and
cultural principalities lacks the evangelical power a.nd prophetic cwrage which
is so much a part of our biblical heritage.

The UCBEM is committed t.o a program of evangzelism with churches throughout
the land. A part of this program will include gathering those who will have had ex-
perience in Key 'T3, drawing out implications for our future work. In carrying out
this program, the UCBHM

Calls upon leaders and participants within Key *T3 to use their resources
in summoning public repentance for the things we have done and left un-
done through continuing raeial injustice, mlitary repression a.nd. econoa-
ic bondage;

Calls upon religious and other organiza.tions’ to Join together in ways
that bring to national attention a vision of peace, Jjustice and
liberation for all people;

Calls upon all persons to look forward to ths nation's bicentennial
in 1976, not simply as an occasion for celebrating individual
salvation, but also as a time of salvation for the soul of the
nation, recalling it to its ideals, its hopes, and its potential.
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Kabbi, aﬂ)nlpﬁ P. .’kt'.u_gdzy

February 12, 1973
To: Rabbi A, James Rudin

From: Rabbi Ralph P, Kingsley

Thonght you might like to read this and share
it with Mare Tanenbaum, Hope everything is

well with you, Regards.

Temple Sinai



AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
PITTSBURGH CHAPTER

MaxonN TOWERS

6315 FORBES AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA. 15217
421=3327 IFNOANSWER CALL 521-~7900, EXT. 6

CSD-Pgh

Memo To: Gerald Strober ' : " DaTe: .April 25, 1973

William Shaffer

SUBJECT:  Conversionary effort in Erie, Pa.

I have received a report of a very bold effort which occurred in Erie in March,
1973.

An ad first appeared on the religious page in the Erie Daily Times announcing a
series of four lectures on "The Jewishness of Christianity'" at the Bethel Baptist

Ghurch. ‘ . | 'R &

Subsequently, there were home visitations to a number of Jewish citizens by volun-
teers attempting to get them to attend. Among those called upon was Rabbi Mordecai
Kieffer, of the B'Rith Shalom Congregation, 3207 State Street, Erie, Pa., 16508.

Out of curiosity the Rabbi attended some of the sessions. The meetings were con-
ducted by one Rev. Crotchett, and a Rev. Carl Anderson out of St. Louis. There
were slide presentations, El Al posters, Israel flags displayed, and Hebrew songs
sung. There was discussion aboutmissionizing in the Catskill Mountains and the
admitted theme was to bring the Jews to Christ. There was a strong appeal to the
local Baptists to missionize among the Jews. There was mention of Camp Lake
Shalom near Cleveland, in what context I do not know.

A number of the Jews in the community were offended partlcularly by the home
visitations that they encountered.

The abqve fon your informationa . You might put Babbi-Kieffer on your mailing liste

WS/llc
ce: Murray Frledman, Isaiah Terman
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ATHLETES IN ACTION 'TESTIMONIES'
ARE OPPOSED AT NEBRASKA U.

By Religious News Service (1-16-73)

OMAHA, Neb, (RNS) -- A philosophy professor at the University of
Nebraska here has objected to the activities of Athletes in Action (AIA),
the athletic division of Campus Crusade for Christ.

Prof. L. Duane Willard objected in writing when he heard that AIA
wrestlers would be permitted to give public testimonies for Christ during
an appearance against the university's wrestlers. He maintained that such
activity would violate the U.S. Constitution,

His letter was sent to the Nebraska U. wrestling coach, Mike Palmisano,
who turned it over to the campus athletics director who, in turn, passed
it on to the campus ombudsman.

The ombudsman told Athletes in Action that the athletes would not
be permitiied to give public testimonies cver th. Joudspeaker system, but
could ress out literature and meet with intecesi<o tacsons after the
wrestling matches.

O'sianoma State University graduate Gene Davis, who led the AIA team,
said thsz wrestlers were disappointed at the decision, but added "God is
big enough to overcome such obstacles,™

On the night of the match at the university, about 200 of the 410
fans praesavet remained after the match to talk to the AIA wrestlers.

Counht Zalmizemn s2id the dncident marked the first time Aanywhere that
Athletes in Action had not been allowed to present its program.

Mr. Davis said that despite the objection from the university
professor, the AIA wrestlers received a warm reception in Omaha, including
speaking appearances at 13 churches and "quite a few schools.”™ Prof. Willard
said he had no objection to a discussionof religion on campus, but held
that Athletes in Action is prosalytizing, not discussing. "They attempt
to propagate a certain religious point of view," he said.

FORDHAM WITHDRAWAL OF PROFESSORSHIP
UPHELD WHEN COURT REFUSES ACTION

By Religious News Service (1-16-73)

WASHINGTON, P,C, (RNS) -- The U.S. Supreme Court let stand lower court
decisions which uph2ld the right of Fordham University to withbold a profes-
sorship from Dr., Paul Weiss, noted philosophy professor, because of his age.
Dr. Weiss, a retired Sterling Professor of Philosophy at Yale University,
charged in 1970 that Fordhamhad invited him to hold the Albert Schweitzer
Chair, but later withdrew it because of his age. He was 69 at that time.

In suing for $1 million, Dr. Weiss held that Fordham violated the civil
rights law by refusing to hire him because of his age. He called the school's
action "an irrational, baseless conclusion in the inteilectual realm.™ He
also sought to have Fordham enjoined from filling the Schweitzer Chair.

However, Dr. Weiss lost his case both in Federal District Court and
the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Federal and state laws bar
age discrimination against people 40 to 65.

Dr., Weiss, who is Jewish, is currently a professor of philosophy

at the Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.
-0- PAGE -2~
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DAILY SPOT COVERAGE OF MAJOR ACTIVITIES OF

RELIGIOUS GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1973

Many Dencuinations Reonresented In New Drlcans
SRR _enciana - : :

5,000 IN A 'HARCH FOR CHRIST'
DEDICATZ CITY TO 'KEY 73'

By Religious Nows Service (4-17-73)

NEW ORLEARNS (RNS) -- Every Chricticn <cromination in Hew Orlcans was
represented in the line of march as 7,340 ~erscius walked through the downtown
business district in a "March for Christ" (April 14).

At the conclusion of the parade, which was held to publicize Key 73, the
continent-wide cooperative evangelistic cffort, 1,500 of the marchers jammed
the historic St, Louds Catholic-Cathcdral for a one-hour scrvice at which
Archbishop Philip M. Hannan and Dr, David E. Mason, head of the Greater New
Orleans Federation of Churches, spolec.

R preliminary breakdown of rosponse cards signed by the persons who
entered the cathedral indicated that members of 172. congregations took part
in the historic cvent. : .

Archbishep Hannan affirmed "that there has been a surcing grass-roots
movement (in New Orleans) to turn to Christ for His strength, His life,
Prayer groups in this whole area arc like burgeoning seeds preparing a rich
harvest, " .

In gatherinc together for the Key 73 march and worship service, he said,
the marchers were "asking Jesus to prepare us to accept His strength. We
know that He gives us that power If we place no hindrance to it. He ean
literally transform us by His presence, and in transforming us, we transform
society."

Dr. Mason hailed the march as "a public symbol that Christians are
moving together,”

At the samc time, he lamented what he deseribed as "a contemporary irony,
in that sex and religion have reverscd their positions as subjcets of art and
literature.” Wherecas sex is today "Ilaunted" from magazines and movies, he

. said, religion has bocome "a subject no longer disecussed in public, something
to be whispered about,.! o
As worshipcrs left the cathedral, they joined together in singing
"They ™11 Xnow We arc Christians By Our Love," a song that has become associated
with the "Jecsus liovement,"

Denominations represented in the march included African Hethodist Epis-
copal Church, Amecrican Lutheran Church, Assemblies of God, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Church of God, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Episcopal
Church, Friends United Meeting (Quaker), Greek Orthodox Archdioccse of North
and South Amcrica (whose oldest U,S. congregation was established in New
Orleans in 1864), Lutheran Church in Amecrica, Lutheran Church-lissouri Synod.

Also, National Saptist Convention of America, Presbyterian Church in the
U.S. (Southern), Salvation Army, Southecrn Baptist Convention, United Methodist
Church, and United Presbyterian Church.

-0- PAGE _1_
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Seattle may be facing a
summer-time “invasion” by
10,000 Christian young peo-
ple anxious to witness to

their faith at Gospel-rock’

concerts, in a huge rally
and march and by knocking
at thousands of doors.

Plans for the “total sum-
mer of all-Christian activi-

- ties” were discussed by the

sponsors, Sunrise Produc-
tions, during a meeting with

. the Key 73 state committee.

Sunrise Productions was

_ described as a cooperative
venture of the House of An-

drew, a Bellevue coffee
house supported by Chris-

tian businessmen, and

King’'s Garden, a multifac-

eted evangelical ministry

in North Seattle. 1
Meeting with the Key 73

Presbyterian Church on
Thursday afterncon were
representatives of most of
the youth-oriented minis-
trles in the Seattle area
such as Campus Crusade,
Young Life and the Inter-
varsity Fellowship.

Key 73 and the youth min-
istries agreed they could tie
in with the Sunrise Produc-
tions’ plans by helping with
the training of the young
“invaders’ and with the fol-
lowup after the wvarious.
events, to link interested

gations.

Key 73 is a continent-wide
evangelism movement in
which about 130 churches,
_denominations and Chris-
“tian groups are cooperating

with the slogan, “Calling .

committee at the University | Our Continent to Christ.”
R gt

LR -

) e 1

»- SPEAKING FOR Sunrise

1 Productions, Wayne Perry-

{‘man said the basic thrust of
the summer youth ministry
. will be set by three major

.. " concerts: June 16 at Seattle
_ " Pacific College, July 14 at

! the Seattle Center and Au-
. gust 11 at the Snogualmie
‘Falls park of the Fall Cit

. Christian Players. :
; Interwoven with these
.concerts will be a number.
rof miniconcerts on a region-
,al basis as well as concerts
;by other youth groups so
_that from June through Au-

lgust a youth-oriented Chris-
~tian event is scheduled ev-

‘ery week.

Coupled with the concerts
will be a number of projects
to emphasize witnessing by

. the young people, Perryman .
aid. ‘.

8 i ' B
i,’rhes. P. C. concert is ex-
pected to bé a- recruitl

e 4. T

3
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persons with church congre- "

. ways."

and training event for
young people. The pivotal
weekend will be built
around the June 16 concert
and will include both a
mass march through Down-
town Seattle and door-to-

*door witnessing in neighbor-

hoods, Perryman said.

“We want a witnessing
program such as Seattle
has never seen before,” he
told the Key 73 committee. -

PERRYMAN SAID the:
youth witnesses would offer
a prayer for each household
.visited and also offer to do
some chore to demonstrate
that their faith is more than
words.

Key T3
visifation
(ampaign

A Key '73 visitation cam- |
paign will be conducted to- -
morrow in the Bryn Mawr, .
Lakeridge, Rainier Beach
and Skyway arcas by teams
of members from nine area
churches. The teams plan to
distribute about 5,000 book- °
lets of the Gospel of Luke to
neighborhood residents.

The majority of the 100
two-man teams will begin
calling on residents after a
1:30 p. m. orientation ses-
sion in St. Paul's Catholic
Church, to be conducted by |
the Rev. Chester Morgan of
the Rainier Beach United
Methodist Church, and the
Rev. Carl Eggers of Holy
Cross Lutheran Church.

Other participating
churches are All Saints’ y
Episcopal Church, Bryn,
Mawr and Skyway United e
Methodist Churches, Laker- :

P

B

The Seattle witness is:,idge and St. Timothy Lu- !

drawing for its structure
and planning upon two mas-
sive evangelical events: Ex-
plo '72 which drew thou-
sands to Dallas a year ago
amalgamation of Christian {
youth groups at the Olym-‘l
pic Games in Munich. o

The committee considered 4
a suggestion that the Mu-’d
nich slogan be adapted for

- the summer of 1973 here: .

“To Seattle with Love.” kg

Perryman estimated the
projected summer program i
would cost $8,000. He said g
the planners hope to raise .
the money through Seattle-
area churches, by offerings
at the various events and %
through allocations of $1,500 -
from King’s Garden and,
$500 from the House of An- -
drew. ' d

JOINING WITH Perry- }
man in describing the sum-
mer plans was Joel Bard- -
well of King's Garden. .

Reporting on the work of 4
Key 73 in the state, Salva-{
tion Army Capt. William 4

'¥. Nottle sald the various!
| groups joined in the move-

ment are “finding great:
strength in doing different :
ministries in different

- Captain Nottle is state ¢o-

i it B -

Itheran Churches and the .

Rainier Beach United Pres-
byterian Church.

. " 'll: . PRI |
and the witnessing by an!'



Sy

Bocm:i of Global Ministries | )
- The United Methodist Church -

475 Rwerszde Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. (212) 749-0700
-Cable: missions new york

April 27, 1973

~

Rabbi James Rudin

Assistant Director

Interreligious Affairs Department
The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022,

Dear Jim,

On behalf of the staff day planning committee for our events of last week, I
want to thank you for your very excellent seminars held here at our board.
Repeatedly I heard comments from persons who had attended activities of the
day saying that your seminar was without doubt, the high point. We are most
grateful for your taking so much time to be with us and appreciative of the
tenor and tone of what you said.

As.a matter of fact, I have found my notes useful in prepar1ng several seminars
which I had to lead with visiting church persons who had come to the building
for introductions tu variovus.staff divisions' and our work: - The outline of your -
seminar that day gave me a good place to work fromiin trying to help people
become more aware of the wider implications of Key '73, particularly in respect
to the Jewish community and to the religious pluralism issue here in this
country.

You indicated that you had a document (or were preparing it) which included the
reports coming in from around the country of the harassment and misuse of
property and ruthless approach to persons. I would very much like a copy of
this and hope you will send it to me as soon as it is available.

I am not sure how you get your sources of information, but I am xeroxing an
article which appeared in one of our national United Methodist newspapers. It

goes only to those annual conferences which have subscribed to the service.

Over the past several months there has been quite a flurry of articles, editorials,
and letters of the editor in regard to Jewish-Christian relations and Key '73.

This article is the first I have seen which appears to me to be a theological
justification for the kinds of treatment you warned us against last week (ignore
the underlining--those are mine).

It was good to meet you and I look forward to more opportunity in the future.

Cordially,

9307/()1&, 4/56 6/66%'

Jeanne Audrey Powers ' =
Assistant General Secretary

Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns Division, 13th floor
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WASHINGTON, D.C.--The man and the
magazine originating the idea for Key 73
have issued sharp rebuttals to criticisms
of the evangelistic efiort.

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, who wrote a 1867
Christianily Today editorial that led o
Key 73, examined Jewish crilicism of the
undertaking and of the *“Messianic
Jewish'' movement in the April 13 issue
of the evangelical fortnightly. - An
editorial in the same issue discussed
criticizms of the Key 73 theme, “Calling
Our Continant to Christ.”

In zn article called *‘Jews Find the
" Dr. Henry said groups of Jew's
who accopt Christ have bees growing on
both East and West coasts. “‘This
phenemenon,” he wrote, “has evoked
extreme, even reaclionary siatements oy
some  Jewish  spokesmen  against
evangelical Christians, including efforts
to discreait ey 73 as anti-Semitic even
before  the nationwide evangelistiz
campaign got vnderway."

Dr. ifenry charged that Rabbi Marc
national direcior of in-
terrelicious afiairs for the American
Jewish Commitlee, has “scathed” Xey 73
as “‘an opening for anti-Semitic feelings,
‘an asssult on the honor, diznity, and
trutk of Judaism.'” But Dr. Henry also
said that manv_ evanrelinsls thypre
grateful thel ‘fopenbaum _had _mnace

fiva
QVAN: 2

inkarest i Jewre s nagignal,

issue.’”

He critizized Rabbi Solomon S, Ber:
nards, .“’E!l“‘l"‘lOUS aitairs official for
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith, and asked him s nreduce facts
that Key 73 hromotes “'a siitiing, sup-
pressive . ciunate that istruces on the
“privacy ot Jows, plans zair ouick

)

<]
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engagement in the re ent
PR Sy
naw Dirih (which Jesus Jnmal}y ad-

dressed to a Hebrew rabbi).”

“Many evanuelicals feit thaf a walf.cry
of upli-Semitisrawashbeing sounded fnr_h
m an ciiort 16 ds tw
IEiimate cvancelism,” he said of the
JEWISH eriticism.

Dr. Henry said that “most Jews who
have found Messiah have also come to a
new awarencss of their own heritage.
a soverance oceurs, it is
idortenzieiy siimulaled by

-

THE UNITED METHDDI!

INCe
@:’

qs

f_f"’:
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nse of nne
—w

6T mdensmvc 10 Jewish

p-oach Je. 'S As
'“JTL",S‘W’E’F"T_
Theoiogical &Seminary,
veiscied the - idea ihat.

iiastern Baptist

Phl adelphia,
n'.",'*"ml g_“j.
i-ing'.}e-.-:s inio -
) 6 said that no
JEWETED B v 1~eclea ito forget erusades,
pozroins and HNazi atrceilies perpetrated
by “nominal Christians” and at a high
‘prize to Christianity.
In its cditorial,

Christianity Today

mandates to mpl\' ealy te th
conunent vho are ne VLY
any o! the lu-"lol.:. o1
menloned a8 an i
the Key 75 Task l‘nrcc cf :hu Southers
California-Arizona United Xethedist
Conference which said that
assumption that thase of ciher roii
trdciions are withoul o rie

1S arrozZant and nresomp

wrmcalous, Ci

1\.’\ hristian
said, ‘“‘to suggest that t(rad enal or
ethpic ties with some other zress
. religious tradition makes a confrontatinn

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ super-
fluous."

The  ediiorial
Christians are “‘required’
Christ to 211, including the “2¢herent of &
e NOT-Chiristian religion...committed o his
tradition... i

“As Paul himself said, we are ‘undor
obligation both to Greek ezi 1o bar-
barians, both to the wise and to
foolish...to the Jew first. and also ip the

maintained that

In = —n-.‘ln ime
paigrichep s

L

O" ﬁhted 10 some groiigg ‘J.'{‘\\_l:.“l""" o732, Greek' (Rom. 1:14,18). »

liquidting and extinetion,
ATonT _Ils_ aconeios  a
Semitism.”

=Dr. Ilenry said "hhr-rm Pro

puuw Lo "iuf':“:.:! o

grvpto  onti-

a;.(nalmm. their  non-

" and shelters .
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MEMORANDUM

To: Rabbi Sol Bernards
From: Stuart Lewengrub
Date: December 29, 1972

Subject: Campus Crusade for Christ - "The Solution Bowl,"

The Campus Crusade for Christ is currently holding a four-day conference in
Atlanta, They are calling the conference ''The Solution Bowl," Because of our
concern with "Key 73," and because it is apparent that Campus Crusade will play
a major role in the "Christianizing of America" effort, I decided to visit the
conference and annonymously sit in on the seminar entitled, "Introducing Jews to
Jesus." The conference includes three seminars on this subject, but from what I
gather they are all alike in terms of the presentation and materials being dis-
tributed. The reason there are three is to accommodate all delegates to the
conference who wish to leaxrn how to "re-educate” the Jews. There are more than
1,000 delegates representing almost every Southern college and university plus
some in the North. I saw some name tags from as far away as Buffalo, New York.

The leader of the seminar on "Introducing Jews to Jesus" is Rev. Perrin Cook of
Atlanta. He is the local Beth Sar Shalom guy. Each attendee receives a four-
page guide on Jews which serves as both an instant "education" for Christians
and a guide to Jewish conversion (or as they term it ''completion'" of one's
Judaism). I have attached a copy of that document for your perusal.

Let me describe the session. . Reverend Perrin Cook leads the seminar. He is
introduced primarily through his credentials in Jewish evangelism.

The first thing he did was to make clear that introducing Jews to Jesus will not

be easy. He stressed that the term "conversion' should not be used because it
stirs up negative images in Jews based on their history of forced conversion, etc...
Therefore, the term to use is '"'completion."

The major theme of the campus effort is "Turn One Jew to Jesus." In other words,
each crusader has a goal of reaching one of us in 1973. The strategy, which was

reinforced over and over again, is that the Christian must approach the Jew on a

one-to-one basis and not through any group efforts., First, you befriend the Jew

and you methodically introduce him to Jesus, through conversations, dialogues and
acts of Christian love.

Dr. Cook's approach is replete with broad stereotyping. 'Jews are this." "Jews
are that." 'Jews believe this. They don't believe that,"etc.

Some examples of Rev. Cook's statements follow:



=

"Many Jews reject Christianity because they say that Hitler was a Christian and
so is Billy Graham. So they equate the two. Hitler was not inspired by God.
He was not a Christian, We must show the difference."

"Jews and Christians have different concepts of right and wrong." )

"The ethics of Jews and Christians are similar but ""good taste is more important }
to Jews."

"Jews are more sophisticated than Gentiles. Jews are hard to persuade by mere
words, They'll get the better of you in debates."

"Do not argue. You must win the Jews through Christian love. Never allow the
‘Jew to lose face or respect. He must understand that he can express his (or her)
Judaism through Jesus." .

"Christians ask 'what?' and Jews ask ‘'why?'"

"Jews are afraid of being outcasts among their people if they accept Jesus. You
must assure them they will be accepted.”

'""You must remain a friend of the Jew whom you select to re-educate no matter how
hard he or she resists your attempts."

"Don't let fear of an unpleasant situation deter you." )

"Jews cannot and do not understand things of God. They see things differently."jj)

of the brilliant statements made by Cook was, "Reform Jews may be the easiest to

In describing the difference between orthodox, conservative, and reform Judaism, one:>
reach because they don't believe in anything."

Cook concluded by stressing that this is God's time to reach the Jews and very
strongly used the rebirth of Israel to illustrate this.

His concluding plea to the student crusaders was a reminder that there is no other
salvation than through Christ and the statement, "if our Jesus returned today an

the trumpets sounded there are 25,000 Jews in Atlanta who would face an eternlty in
hell. We must reach them.

If I might make two or three observations --

First, I believe that we are in for many problems this year, not in terms of our
Jewish youth accepting Jesus, but in terms of the effect that this zealous approach
will have on relationships between Jews and Christians. It may well result in
Jewish youngsters shying away from establishing real friendships with Christians
because the motives of the Christians will be suspect. It may well push Jews into
seeking only Jewish companionship.
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As I am sure you know, these youngsters are pleasant, well-mannered, and in their
view, well-intentioned. If the kinds of broad and misleading stereotypes that
Dr. Cook mouthed are an example of what these young Christians are learning about
Jews then the spirit of ecumenism and mutual respect is in for a good trial.

These conferences and seminars are very well planned and well run. Notwithstanding
the. typographical errors in the mimeo'd material, they use materials and human
relations techniques stressing in their seminar that the approach to Jews must
remain positive and friendly, and '"the Jew must be encouraged to speak about his
beliefs. He will soon see the logical conclusion."

Among the other seminars that are scheduled for this conference and that may pose
specific problems for us are "Introducing Christ in the Classroom" and "Harnessing

High Sehool Students." e are having these covered. —_—

I am sure you are familiar with the materials that are used in the effort to reach
Jews. The "Jews for Jesus'' movement Beth Sar Shalom, and the American Board of
Missions to the Jews are three key sources. The materials that were distributed at
the seminar, in addition to the attached guidelines, are as follows:

1. '"Have You Heard of the four Spiritual Laws? (a 2' by 4" 11 page Campus
Crusade booklet)

2. Jews Are Being Saved by Dr. Emil D. Gruen

3. So You Are an Agnostic by Sar Shalom Publications

4. Jewishness and Hebrew Christianity by Sar Shalom Publications

5. What is a Christian? by Sar Shalom

6. Are Jews Saved Just Because they are Jews? by Rev. Daniel Fuchs,
American Board of Missions to the Jews

7. Guitar Strums and Koshér Pickles, Sar Shalom

8. The Torah, Rev, Fuchs

9. The Talmud, Rev. Fuchs

10. A Copy of the "Why Are They Smiling?'" ad.
The attachment clearly spells out the Crusade's philosophy and strategy.
In my humble view, the Campus Crusade and the similar efforts at adult and children
levels ought to be a very high priority item for us in 1973. Certainly it reinforces
the need to strengthen our interreligious programming particularly on the college
campuses and to seek and encourage Christian leaders to do what they can to counter-

act these proselytizing movements among Christian students.

Best regards.

SL/rk
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Detroit Interfaith Actlon Council
Cautions Pamclpants in Key 73
to Respect Beliefs of Non-Christians

hndem:ytorn&lﬂtn groups and in every place, would be

- The Interfaith Action Ooun-
cil of Metropolitan Detroit
bas adopted a reSolution
urging participants in ‘Key
73,” the year-long national

evnngelisﬁc campaign, that

such as ‘Jews for Jesus' to
attach themselves -to . this
Evangelistic campaign, thus
creating the for in-
cipient - anti-Semitism and
hostility toward other  reli-
M_ 1] 5

The IAC statement sees as

the two problems about Key
'T3 asg follows:

worship on every occasion

disfunctional to if not de-
structive of, the cultural
pluralism we enjoy. -

“In short, we are concern-
ed about the kind of “Chris-
tian America” the support-
ers of the crusade envision. |

2. The mast serious dan-
ger in. “Key 73" is its atti-
tude toward non-Christians. !
If “Key '73's”" avowed pur-
pose is going to be carried
out, what might that mean
for Jews, and members of a
variety of religious persua-

.| siong who simply do not wish

to. be Christian because of
their own. convietions? Are
they to be inflicted with the
benefits of this crusade?

In introducing its resolu-
tion, the IAC stated its belief
that ““The  unique  gift of
America is a cultural plural-
ism. The .diversity which

, | comes with that ond the

freedom within that diversity
is to be cherish
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NEWSLETTER
- (Vol. 1 No. 1 March 1973)

FROM: Rabbi HMorris N. Kertzer

TO: Members of the Commission on Synagogue Relations

From time to time, | would like to keep you informed about

some of the important work being done by the various task

forces of the Commission, It is my hope that this newsletter

will keep you informed and up to date regarding the multitudinous
activities of the CSR.

TASK FORCE ON PUBLICATIONS:

We are proud to announce the publication of Jewish
Communal Services in the United States, 1960-1970 -~ a sclected
bibliography edited by Normman Linzer, Assistant Professor at the
Wurzweiler School of Social Work of Yeshiva University. The
bibliography is the first of its kind and will serve as a
valuable resource for rabbis, social workers, educators, social
science students and communal leaders alike.

To celebrate the publication of this work, a Cocktail Party
will be held on Tuesday, March 13. At that time, we will honor
the editor and his devoted team of young researchers whose
invaluable contributions made this work possible.

In addition, the second printing of the Jewish Family- A
Compendium and the third edition of the Hospital Compendium ~
have just been issued. The Task Force on Medical Ethics is
currently working on a revised updated edition of the latter
work,

Whether your legacy is a hundred dollars or a rﬁillion—when you leave a legacy to Federation
or any of its institutions, you are an important part of the promise and progress of tomorrow




-2-

AD HOC TASK FORCE ON KEY'73:

At the last meeting of the Executive Council, it was decided to establish
an ad hoc task force to deal specifically with Key '73. Key '73 is the mass
evangelical movement to proselytize for Christ. Although we do not want to
over-react or to be alarmist, we do feel that the organized Jewish community
must respond to Key '73 and try to counter its effect. The CSR has a special
responsibility to alert and give guidance to Federation agencies and member
synagogues in responding to Key '73's high powered mass appeals. On
March 1 the Ad Hoc Task Force chaired by Mr. Paul Schulder will meet to
consider this problem in all its ramifications.

THINK TANK ON INTERMARRIAGE:
On January 29 the CSR sponsored a Think Tank on Intermarriage which met
at Central Synagogue under the chai manship of Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman.

The Think Tank,composed of representatives from New York City's
rabbinate, Jewish community lay leaders, campus representatives, social
workers, psychiatrists and educators met for the purpose of formulating
and coordinating a program to combat intermarriage and to find ways that the
entire organized Jewish community can work together toward that end.

The Think Tank issued a resolution strongly opposing intermarriage and
urging rabbis who perform intermarriage to desist from continuing the practice.

TASK FORCE ON HOLIDAY ASSISTANCE:

The CSR has recently reconstituted its Committee on Passover Assistance
to form an expanded Task Force on Holiday Assistance. The new Task Force
aims to provide holiday assistance to needy Jews on an ongoing year-round
basis. The Task Force issued an appeal to the New York City rabbinate to
support JPA by recognizing it as the centralized agency authorized to
distribute Passover assistance.

TASK FORCE ON THE AGED:

Rabbi Trainin recently announced a contribution by an anonymous donor
who stipulated that the money be used to establish an award to be presented
annually to the synagogue with the best senior citizen program. The award
is to be made in honor of the late Professor Abraham J. Heschel - the
renowned Jewish philosopher and educator.

TASK _FORCE ON THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE YMHA TO THE SYNAGOGUE:

On February 8 the Task Force on the Relationship of the YMHA to the
Synagogue held a dinner conference on the theme ''Guidelines for Co-existence
and Creative Cooperation Between the Synagogues -and YMHA's''. Rabbi A. David
Arzt of the South Baldwin Jewish Center and Morton Goldman, the Executive
Director of the South Shore YM=-YWHA conducted a stimulating dialogue on this
theme. :

At the conference, the fifth annual Charles Rosenthal Award was presented
to the Emanuel Midtown YM-YWHA and Tifereth Israel-Town and Village Synagogue
for fostering and promoting cooperative programs of service to the Jewish
communi ty,
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TASK FORCE ON ARTS & LITERATURE IN JEWISH LIFE:

On February 26 the Task Force on Arts & Literature in Jewish Life
held its annual Book-Author Luncheon featuring Meyer Levin as the guest
speaker. Mr. Levin addressed himself to the theme ''Jewish Identity in
Contemporary Literature''.
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WASHINGTON (UP) —
American Jews are concerned
by the growing ‘' evangelical
thrust of Christian churches,
expected 1o culmindte this
year with a massive “Key
’73” campaign..

They see it as a threat to
the Jewish community — par-
ticularly the young people. _.

Rabbi Mare Taneabaum, na-
tional director of interreligious
affairs for the-Arerican Jew:)
ish Committee, said recently
at an AJC convention, “A
Christian theology based on
the negation of Judaism and
that sees Christianity as a
substitution for .the Jewish
faith will have the human ef-
fect of destroying the exist-
ence of the Jewish people.”

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisen-
drath, president of the Union
of American Hebrew Congre-
gations and long an activist in
ecumenical affairs, said fail-
ure of Christian churches to
confine such efforts as Key '73 |
to Christian youth ‘“could
damage the carefully cultivat-
ed roots of Christian-Jewish

relations in our society and.}.

destroy the fabric of pluralism
and religious freedom.”

Key '73 is a nationwide cam-
paign involving more than 130
evangelical, mainline Protes-

tant and Roman Catholic de- |

agencies and
groups.

nominations,
para-ecclesiastical

They are using all forms of ||

the mass media to “call the

continent to Christ.”

Eisendrath said that while
Key '73 and the older but simi-
lar Campus Crusade for

- Christ, -“while not directed

specifically at Jews, are nev-
ertheless putting unwarranted
and unnecessary pressure
upon Jewish young people

~"which both distresses and dis-

turbs us.”

“It is inevitable,” he said,
“that missionary movements
such as the old American
Board of Missions to the Jews
and the newly-formed Jews
for Jesus movement, whose
primary aim is to convert
Jews, will gain impetus from
Key '73 and the Campus Cru-
sade.”

He appealed to the National
Council of Churches and the
National Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops to ‘‘take every pos-
sible step to restrain the ex-
cessive zeal of the fundamen-
talist evangelical groups, par-
ticularly as these groups may
subject young Jewish people
and adults to repeated harass-
ment and attempts at coer-
cion.”

"Rabbl Balfour Brickner,
director of the UAHC’s Inter-
faith Department, said his de-
partment is preparing materi-

. als and programs aimed at

helping Jewish young people

. challenge statements made by

Christian evangelicals in their
conversion attempts. .
Jewish young people must
know how to respond to Chris-
tian fundamentalists who use
biblical proof texts to amplify
their points, Brickner said.
One Jewish leader close to
the campus scene, Rabbi Ste-
ven Shaw, director of the Hil-
Jel foundation at Rutgers Uni-
versity, - sees the problem
somewhat differently.
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Churches Debate

J ews’ &nversmn

By Marjorie Hyer
‘Washington Post Staff Writer ' Tk

. PITTSBURGH, March 2—
The Governing Board of the
National Council of Churches

refused today to condemn ef-
forts to convert Jews to Chris-

tianity.
.. The ecumenical body
adopted instead a much

milder resolution that advo-
cated to its 32 Protestant and
Eastern Orihodox member
churches a “Christian dialogue
with the Jewish community”
regarding Jewish apprechen-
slons over pressure on Jews in
Christian evangelism drives.

The question of Jewish-
Christian relations sparked
the hottest and most emo-
tional debate of the four-day
meeting of the board which
also dealt with such issues as
abortion, marijuana use and
_ social reform.

The board voted down a res-
olution “rejecting any efforts
to proselytize in the Jewish
‘community.” The resolution
‘was introduced in response {o
Jewish complaints about the
tactics employed against Jews
by some evangelistic Christi-
ans in connection with the
current vearlong Key ™3
evangelistic drive.

Although many of ils mem-
ber-churches are participating
in Key '73, which has as its
slogan “Calling Qur Continent
to Christ,” the National Coun-

eil of Churches has no lies
~with it.

Bill Honig, a :,outh delegate
from Palos Heights, 111, com-
plained that the proposed res-
olution would “interfere with
my religious liberty and free-
dom to witness for Christ.”

Another view was taken by
the Rev. Richard Hughes
council of churches executive
from Portland, Ore., who said
his communily has been
“through hell”- in recent
weeks.

He said that ‘“about thrce
weeks azo” at Temple Nevah
Shalom in Portland a group of
Christian zealots invaded the
Sabbath services, physically
blocked the rabbi from taking
up the Torah, “held Christian

crosses against the scroll an
called for the conversion ti
Christianity” of the congrege
tion.

As Mr. Hughes resumed hi
seat the Rev, A. Dale Fiers, o
Indianapolis, president of th

Christian Church (Disciples a
Chrst) and a strong supporte:
of Key '73, accosted him, pri
vately, his face flushed witl
anger, and said, “I don't be
lieve you

The anti-proselytizei ng resa
lution was defcated.by wha
appeared to be a 3-to-2 major
ily and the session moved o1
to the easy adoption of tin
softer resolution calling for di .
alogue with the Jewish com
munity over the issue of evanp
gelism.

In another action the Gov
erning Board adopted a reso
lution urging membe!
churches “to place a high. pri
ority on protection of Firs
Amendment rights, to inforn
their people about thc issue -
invelved, to adopt appropriate
policy positions, and to sup
port, where possible, newsger
sons who are threatened witk
imprisonment for their: inves
tigative reporting.”

In a resolution on the down-
ing last weck of a Libyan ain
liner by Isracli military jets
the council's  poliey-making
board rejected an amendmeni
offered by the Rev. George
Corey, an Antiochian Ortho
dox priest from Pittsburgh, teo
condemn the Israeli action. -

“This is not the time to im

|flame the situation further by

our words.” argued the Rew
Robert C. Campbell, chief ad-
ministrator of the American
Baptist Churches.

The resolution adopted by
the board expressed “deep re-
gret” and “sympathy” to the
families of those killed and
called on the National Council

istaff to press “through the

United Nations or other chan-
nels” for inlernational agree-
ments that might prevent such
incidents in the future.
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;Note Of Umson Ends Church ParleY

" By MIKE ANDERSON

By 1873 there may well be
some formal relationship be-
twoen the National Coumcll of
Churehes (NCC) amd thé' Ro-

“Catholic , the
president told pewsmen
“at the William Penn Hotel.

The Rev. W. Sterling Cary,
who held a news conference
to wrap up the meeting of the
NCC governing bpard yester-
day, said he was pleased with
the four-day conference, the
governing board’s first meet-
lnf It was organized as the
sole policy-making board last
year by the NCC General As-
sembly, which voted itself out
of existence,

The Rev. Mr. Cary said the
Catholic Church has been
talking with the NCC for some
time and indications are
there will be ‘“some type of
relationship” between the two
groups, although it may not
be complete Catholic member-
ship.

Reason For Optimism

One reason for the presi-
dent’s optimism was the posi-
tion taken by the board on
the abortion issue, a sore
point with the Catholic
* Church. The board refused to
make the statement, which
said the woman has the right
to decide whether or not to

1

have an abm.kn, a matler of
policy. -

Instead, the abortlon paper
will be distributed to member
churches for study and possi-
ble implementation. Church
reaction to the paper will be
reviewed by the board mext
February, but chances are
:Ilm it will ever become pol
cy

Among the boanrd's most
significant actions, the Revw,

Mr. Cary listed the resolution - .

on reconstruction of Indochina

and the resolution for a Con-

vocation of Conscience in
Washington, D.C.

_ Cory’s Clalm
““We have linked the con-

cerns for reconstruction and _
reconciliation in Vietnam with

the urgent domestic and social
needs in this nation,” he said,
adding, “This nation cannet
opt for one or the other. The
two are equally binding on

the ccnsclence of the coun -

Abuut President Nigon, the
NCC president said, .

“It Is evident to me that

ohe is not able to keal a na- .
tion by deepening the hurt by-

saying ‘no’ to low-income hous-
Ing, by drastically dismantling
the Office of Economlc Oppor-
tunity.”

‘Rev. Mr. Cary

The board vnted to utab—
llshaJewuhdeskmunNCC
and that person will be

charged with getting Chris
tians and Jews (o commun

h s e e
cs Jﬂwamm;

Relamms with Jews took up

T
e targets

that Jews are prime

of Christian evangelism.-The
cited instances
of what he called: "irvespensi-
ble, demonic form of evangel-
ismvvhlchprevmﬂ».lawlﬂ:
commumnity- isolated In-
stances un'wghout the coun- -
tl‘y” e

For example, some Chris-
tlan college students invaded
a synagogue and refused to
allow the Jewish servi:& t?‘l;:
beld. On some campu
required that all athletes be
members of the Felluwshlp o!

n ' “ -,

Christian Athletes. The NCC
president called  that antl-
. Semitlsm and saild most Chris-
tians abhor it.

As the board wrapped -Up ac-
tion yesterday

v, Appomted a special task

force. to . investigate the role
of the Teamsters Union in re-
lation to the struggle of the
United Farm Workers and
their boyoott of ioceberg let-
tuce.
. »* Adopted a resolution re-
garding the downing of a Lib-
yan commercial airliner by
" Israel planes, which killed 106.
! The resolution said the tragedy

oy 7

was cauaed by “unwarrsmted
*military. action” and directs

the general secretary to send
NCC sympathy tothe ambas-
sador from Libya.

‘One amendment to the reso-
Tution idemtified Israel as the
culprit, but attempts to in-
clude a cmdemnalfm of Is-
rael failed,”

v Approved the goaIs of
the new Commission on'Jus-

. tice, Liberation and Human
The purpose is -
“a total commitment with the .

Fulfillment.

worldwide struggle of op-
pressed people to abolish
their political, economie, so-

¢lal and cultural oppreséfén as
well as with their effort to
build a new, just and human
world,. - -

 Heard a presmtaUm by
advocates of gay liberation,
The group, consisting entirely
of Pitisburghers, called on
all churches to "pass‘lgso-t
lutions urging all peop o
immediately bring an end to

-all discrimination against. gay
_people and all sexual mj;mn-

tles.”

The NCC agreed to hear a
presention on gay. liberation,
the first ever presented to the
NCC, but no action was taken.

R | L

e
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Key 73 Ask ]ews fo fom Effort

- The author is a ‘member of the
Omaha Key 73 Committee.’

. " .7 By Albert Holdorf

- It was gratifying to learn through the news
that the Jewish community no longer sees the
Key 73.program-of the Christian community as
a threat to-its well-being.

With this barrier lifted the Jewish
community ought to join with Protes- -
tants and: Catholics in the spirit of Key

'. 73 to meet the real threat, not only ‘to
. the entire religlous community, but
also to the continued existence of this
nation as a free and democratic society.

This threat is the effort by some to elim-

inate all religious influence in our na«

tional life.

1t is historically true that behmd the organ-
izationi of any society in the world is a set of
beliefs, a faith or religion that, for good or
bad, motivates the people and determines
their. actions. One cannot really understand
much that happens in the world without having
an understanding of the beliefs that motivate
the people. .

This is especially obvious today in the
Middle East, in Ireland, in.India, in Africa and
in the Comimunist countries. What happens in
Russia, for instance — the atfitude it bas to-
ward other peoples and nations, its ideas of
what is right and true — all-are the product of
a set of beliefs embodied in communism — the -
prevallmg state “religion.” .

[ 'Y

Hlsmnans agree that the Upited States was
established on the foundation' stone of man's
<belief in God as revealed in the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition. More specifically, it is doubtful
that this nation could have been brought into
being on its founding prmcmles before the Re-
formation.

Out of the Reformation came the
then highest concept of the worth of
the Individual, his right to freedom
which Is God-given, .and his right to a
democracy which rejected the right of -
any individual or group to dominate any
other individual or group., Our founding
fathers translated these religim beliefs
into political principles and on them
founded & new nation, - '

Alexis de Tocqueville, the French observer
'who came. to this country in the 1830s to see
what this new nation was all about, wrote in’

his “Democracy in. America” that “religion in
America ‘takes rio’ direct part in the govern-
_ment of society, but it must be regarded as the
“first of her political institutions, for if it does
ot impart a taste of freedom it facilitates the
-use of it.” And a few lines later he added that
“I am certain that they (the Americans) hold

religion to be. md.lspensable to the maintenance

of repubhcan institutions.” ’

- are trying to develop a cut-flower society —. |-

"many people, the fact is that it has no power —

_mates precludes the establishment of reasonable

Drawing on the experience of }ustory. t.hat na--
tions decline when they abandon their founding
faith or philosophy, he replied that “the United
States will endure as long as the ideals and
principles of its founding remain in the hearts
of the people.”

ok k%

" In the name of freedom of religion we are ;
fast developing a national atmosphere of free-’
dom from religlon, thereby cutting ourselves
off from our founding philosophy and faith. We

assuming we can continue to have the fruits of
the tree of the American way of life without
maintaining and feeding the roots.
For some years we have been at-

' temipting to develop’a substitute faith

based on the ideas of freedom and de-

mocracy as nbjects of devotion.

While this concept may be attractive 'to

the power so badly needed to rally and unify our

\ IAﬁoer Pot : iewI

people. Defying freedom and democracy as ulti-

order so necessary for peace and progress..

Meanwhile the evidence accumulates that
this nation is in trouble today to the degree to
which our founding religious principles fail to
motivate us and determine the quality of our
actions.

Moral decline reflected in progressive deteri-
oration of respect for the lives and property of
others, violence, lack of goodwill, excessive con-|
flict between groups of supposedly enlightened
citizens, individual and group selfishness, indif-
ference to continuing encroachment of massive
government on the rights of the individual, ac-
ceptance of government as the principle agent of'
responsibility for whatever needs to happen —
all this and more attests to an -alarming declme :
of the influence of religion. .

It is not a stated purpose of Key 73 to save
the United States. The purpose of Key 73 is to
bring about spiritual renewal in the lives of the| -
people of this continent by helping them develop
a personal, working and living relationship with
the God who created them. But if Key 73 is a
success a secondary result of its efforts could be
the salvation of this nation as a free and’ demo-
cratic society. |

The expressed and Imphed hope of Key 73 is
that ‘all who realize the need and value of reli-
glfon in the lives of our peoplz join in this timely
effort.

Comments on this page reflect
diverse points of view which are not

James Russell Lowell was once asked how necessarily those. of The World-
long he thought the Umted States wtmld last Herald, '
. OMang WorLo- H{aeacy K

e (73




Sideli

Many people are concerned
about the Key 73 Christian
Evangelical movernent, partic-
ularly with the
efforts to con-
vert Jews. ;

Our ldcal Jew- S
ish Community Sl
Relations Com- §
mittee has been
very involved
with what i
happening, an
is prepared to
offer * informa-
tion and sugges-
tions to those who are ap-
proached. -

I think if is well that we keep
a close watch on the move-
ment. I think the CRC is wise
in their suggestions for ealm,
unemotional methods of hand-
ling. I think Jews have to keep
their cool in discussing Key 73.

At the same time, I was kind
of pleased by a letter written
|5y a Jewish college professor
vho recently rejected an un-
isual proselytizing attempt. It
-asn't part of Key 73, but I
1ink youw’ll find it interesting.
A teacher of comparative re-
gion for three years at a
atholic college, the young

M. Gerelick

nes
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By Mlckey Gerelick

e e o]

Jewish professor was highly re-
garded by all as a profound
theologian.

Not long ago, the rector of

the institution invited the
young professor to his home for
tea, and offered him the oppor-
tunity to become assistant rec-
tor, “if he would convert to
Christianity.” According to the
elderly clergyman, the lectures
of the young theologian indicat-
ed his “love and appreciation
of the New Testament and that
he was a-Christian at heart.”

The young professor asked
for time to make his decision.
Two days later, the rector re-
ceived a brief formal note of
resignation, and a personal let-
ter of explanation. The follow-
ing excerpts are from that let-
ter.

x * 8

My Dear Doctor:

I hardly deserve the honor
you accorded me by asking me
to become your assistant. I
cannot imagine anybody who
would not be moved by such an
offer. I appreciate it greatly.

But you, in all seriousness,
put a price on the proposal.
You want me to convert and
adopt your religion. This shows

B

NI OPR——Y TR

how you cherish your faith
which has contributed much to
civilization.

But permit me to ask you,
why do you begrudge me, a
son of an ancient people and a
rich spiritnal heritage, a simi-
lar right to my religion?

You are a good Christian.
Glory be unto you. But tell me
please, why have you done
nothing to bring to bear some
of your. faith upon .your co-
religionists who in our genera-
tion burned alive millions of
innocent human beings only be-
cause they were mot Chris- -
tians?

You want me—after my tor-
tured people experienced so
horrible a Holocaust—you ex-
pect me, a member of the frac-
tured and gassed family, to
bow politely ‘before ‘the Church
and say: “In gratitude to your
children for the ashes of my
brothers and sisters, I am pre-
pared to serve you eternally.

You would prefer that after
the tortured Jewish people has
pleaded for and fought for its
historic homeland, that I now
spit in its face and say: “I
laugh at your struggle, your
ideals and your sacrifices.
Everything you possess is not
enough to compensate.for the
gilded little ecrucifix that a
Christian clergyman would like
to see me wear.”

No dear rector, I shall not
trade my consecience for a pot
of porridge. Apparently you
don’t know the Jew, his pride
and his persistence.

One thing dear sir I learned
from you. It is not nice to imi-
tate another’s religion. My fre-
quent discussions of the ‘“Chris-
tian Prince” gave you the right
to conclude that I have a pref-
erence for your faith. That is .
why you felt free ta try. to re-
cruit me for your Chureh. The
lesson you taught me' I shall
never forget.

Meanwhile, I reahze it is
high time I looked for another

. position where I will be able to

* en

express my loyalty to my own
faith and leave Christianity to
Christian clergymen.

Hoping that you will be mere
successful in turning Christians
to Christianity, I remain Your
Jewish Friend and Admirer.

* & »

- Gut! Gmuct’ Agd the 1 hs,ppy
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April 4, 1973

Rabbil Marc Tamnenbaum
Americarn Jewish Committee
165'East 56th-St.

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum: -

I enclose a copy of am editorial which
appeared today in The Courier News, a
Gannett nmewspaper with a circulation of
60,000 families im the Central N.J. area.

The insidious implications are self-evident,
casting a slur on those who comsciously
advocate religious liberty and plurality;
anti-semitic overtones expressed subtly

to stir deep resentment against Jews who
oppose Jews for Jesus or Key'73.

Your comments and suggestions to amswer

this editorial will be appreclated,
c 1all
" Herzl Rosenbaum
Executive Director

HR: ji
BEQ}. e

MEMBER: COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS
NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL
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~ John 3. Cusley, Editor and Publisher
Wednewav, Apral 4, 1973

'Jews for je&sus

nave rights, too

T

The canceliation of the WPIX-TV breoadcast, “‘Jews
or Jesus,” because of objection by Jewish leaders
.ends credence to the cizim that some would limit the
free e.\pessmﬁ of religion to groups of convenmonal
meesocha persuas ons. =

TJews for Jesus” was produced by the Beth Sar

Shatom Hebrew Lhr:stzan Fellowship of Los Angeles, a
zroup of Jews devoted to presenting Jesus as tie
messiah of the Jewish people. It was cancelled when
unnamed jewisnh leaders protested to the station. The
explanation was that it “‘would rot be in the public in-
terast at this time.” Apparently the public interest is
not concerned with either the Fellowship’s rights to

—ta

e

srosent its views, or the viewing audience’s right to‘

iiszen.

Ar isolatec incident of this sort of pressure tactic is
d:stressing. But 3\..ti01"5 against conservative Christian
groups 1..ngng from Caripus Crusade for Christ to the
Chiidren of God, and even against the broad-based
“Wey '73" evangelistic movement, have come with
Cistressing regularity from several quarters; quarters
thar, ironicaly enough, travel under the banner of
relizious freedom and plurality in this country.

Last fan, & Jewish organization asked Christian
cenominations to curb the ‘'‘fundamentalistic,
missionary zeal” of members of Campus Crusade for
Christ, a group that allegedly “narassed” Jews despite
their efforts aré not directed solely at
Jewish students. The request was made in the name of
recgious plutelny.

X a
the fact that

-

Ted Patrick, a former aide to California Governor
Ronald Reagan, isengaged in an independent operation

* to abducting members of sects like the Childrer of God

" and “‘de-programming” them with the aid of their

parents in a locked hotel room until they “break.”
Several targets of his efforts have since filed suit
against him on charge that include iibel, harassment

. and assault. “It may be abduction,” Patrick counters,

" plurality is a liberal guise behind

“but it is in'a good cause.’

That’s questionable. And so are other e"mrns to curk
the activities of these groups. The concern for religicus
which these in-

* dividuals attempt to stifie the zctivities of religious
" groups they find distasteful.

Religious expression rests on two fundamenial
principles: that a concern for truth imgiies & com-

‘. mitment to practice it and share it with others, and that

this commitment can only be a matier of personal
conviction.

Efforts directed against conservative evangelica:
groups fly in the face of both ideas. Patrick his

ang

' associates are treading on dangerious ground in their

. legitimate moral choice. Patricit's opinion

unspoken assumption that those joining the Children of
God and other communal sects have not made a
aof the

wia

. organization is ultimately irrelevant to the believer he

is attempting to ‘‘de-program,” and it must be con-

- sidered irrelevant by society if it is t¢ retain tne notion
" of freedom of choice for religion in cur society.

Members of ail reiigious persuasions shoaid be
allowed their place in a religiousiy pluralistic socisiy,
and should be allowed ““to practice their beiiefs without

. being squelched or being labelled *‘fundamentalistic”

in a tone that implies lunacy, subversion or both.

Those who would seek to stem the tide of “‘con-

" versions' would do better to make their own faicth more

meaningful instead of hindering another's atiempt o

express what he believes is true.

L]
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Q’sand A’s

By: Msgr. Austin Vaughan;
Father William Smith; Fath-
er James (’Connor.

Q. What is Key 73? \/

A. Key 73 is a continent - wide evan-
gelistic campaign being conducted
through this year with interdenomina-
tional support. Key 73 has the sup-
port of as many as 140 denominations
along with the ‘active support of many
Roman Catholic dioceses. Some describe
it as the biggest cooperative evangelis-
tic project in the history of the Christian
Churches here.

The goal of Key 73 is *‘to reach every
person in North America with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ during 1973." It is
sponsoring coast-to-coast mass media
eveangelism, conducting Bible studies in
“a million Christian homes," and
promoting many crusades. Of course, this
campaign is not anti-Jewish or
anti-Moslem or anti-anything; it's pro
Christian.

Key 73 calls upon each participating
religious body to support the campaign
from its own point of view. Their
programs will be worth watching.

Q. A recent article in The New York
Times stated that *“Church doctrine on
the question of abortion and the

beginning of specifically human life has

changed several times in the last 700

years.,” Is it true that the Church’s
teaching on abortion has changed several
times?

No.! The Church's teaching on
abortion has not changed several times.
The article you mention was signed by
Tom Buckley (N.Y. Times 1/2/73, p.24)
who may have made a legitimate mistake
due to confusion. Often, people confuse
the morality of abortion with the legality
of abortion.

The .Times reporter wrote that
between 1591 and 1869 the Church
taught that the unborn acquires a soul at
“quickening” or animation, and that
an abortion before “‘quickening’ fell into
‘‘a less serious category of sin."" This is
a misleading statement. The Church has
never formally taught an animation
theory. Even though there was some dis-
cussion in the Church at the time be:
cause of old biological theories—as to
whether the human soul was present from
the very moment of conception or only
some time after — the Church was clear
in condemning abortion as sinful at all
stages, before “quickening” or after it.

In 1588, Pope Sixtus V condemned all
forms of abortion as did Pope Gregory
XIV in 1591. The two Popes differ only
with regard to the canonical (Church)
penalties attached to this sinful crime.
Pope. Sixtus issued severe penalties
against all forms of attack on incipient
life; Pope Gregory reduced some of those
penalties. Canonical penalties are not

attached to all sins. but only to certain

sinful actions in carefully defined
circumstances. The presence of a,

canonical penalty (e.g.,
excommunication) is proof that the

Church considers the crime in question «

very serious; but the absence or reduction
of a penalty proves nothing. For example,
there is no Church penalty attached to
robbing banks while 1bank robbery is
obviously a serious mortal sin. Church
penalties are limited to activities where
such a penalty is thought to have some
effectiveness.

Perhaps an example from civil law will '

uncover the confusion between morality
and legality. Before June 1, 1965, first
degree murder could get somecne the
electric chair in New York State. That
penalty (electric chair capitak
punishment) was changed in 1965. It
would be foolish to conclude from that
change in penalty that New Yorkers no
longer consider murder wrong. The only

valid conclusions have to do with the!

wisdom or the effectiveness of that,
punishment. First degree murder is as
sinful as it ever was regardless of penalty.

The confusion in the Times article is
the failure to dinstinguish between

morality and legality. The Church has_]

consistently condemned direct abortion

as immoral. Thus, there has been no

change in the Catholic teaching or

doctrine on abortion while there have .
been some variations in legal practice. -
Most recently, Pope Paul VI spoke on .

this very point: “You are well aware

that the Church has always condemned,

abortion, so that the teaching of our

predecessor Pius XII nad of the II Vat- .

ican Council merely confirmed her un-

changed and uwnchangeable doctrine,” .

(12/9/72).
P.S. One should be very cautious about

the N.Y. Times coverage of the abortion '
qguestion. Their editorials have been

emphatically pro-abortion for several

vears and much of their reporting is .
slanted to highlight personalities and .
groups that are pro-abortion, while"

disparaging anti-abortion groups as

semi-hysterical, sectarian or emotional.
The Times has been trying to convince

the general public that everyone is really

for abortion-on-demand except for some

obstructionist hard-line Catholics who are
trying to “impose" their morality on the

rest of the country. It's good to check the -
rest of the country. Surely, it is no.

incident that The Times did not highlight
some interesting election results of last
November. The citizens of two states
rejected liberalized abortion by
overwhelming majorities: 75% of North
Dakota voters, 627 of Michigan voters.
Apparently, not all the news is fit to print.

A
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articipation in Key 73

ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) —

Participation of the

. Archdiocese of St. Paul -
Minneapolis in Key 73 has been
approved by the Archdiocesan
Pastoral Council.

Key 73 is a continent - wide
evangelistic campaign that will
be conducted in 1973 with
interdenominational  support.
Launched by evangelical
Protestants, it has won the
support of many Catholic
dioceses. ‘

Its goal is “to reach every
person in North America with
the Gospel of Jesus Christ
during 1973.” 4

Archbishop Coadjutor Leo C.
Byrne told the Pastoral Council
that Key 73 calls upon each
participating religious body to
support the campaign from its
own viewpoint. He said he
would form a special committee
to' implement a Catholic
program.

In another action, the
Pastoral Council reviewed a
proposed ‘‘due process’’

grievance procedure for|
Catholics of the archdiocese!
who feel they have been treated|
unfairly by church - related
organizations.

The council gave its support
to the concept of due process,
which includes conciliation,
arbitration and appeals, but it
held off full endorsement until a,

final  detailed vreport is|
submitted. '
It called for the widest
possible dissemination of

information on the proposal and
asked for the reactions of
Catholiecs  throughout  the
archdiocese.

The 33-member council
adopted a streamlined,
constitution, outlining only
basic operating essentials.

Timothy Quinn, chairman of
the constitutional committee,
said the document had been
constructed to keep it as “brief
and as flexible as possible so
that it will serve as a permanent
foundation on which the council
can function without the
necessity for frequent amend-
ments."’

The council also wvoiced
support for a “fringe benefits"
program for archdiocesan lay
employees, which is now under
study. .

A need to establish more
parish- councils to facilitate
communication between the
archdiocese and congregations
was reported by the council's
communications committee. It
noted that 64 of the 217
parishes in the archdiocese
currently have parish councils
and others are in the process of
establishing them.
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Key 73 - some questlons\

By the end of January_,.{l(} Catholic
dioceses had announced that they were
participating in some way in “‘Key 73",
which is an

‘‘evangelical’’-type’

program designed to bring the gospel of -

Christ - to every person in N'urth

Amenca during 1973.

At first glance thls ecumemcal

effort seems to be something worth

rejoicing about, and seems to present .

no difficalties. However, among some
Protestant tand Catholic groups there is’
not much widespread enthusiasm- for
the project. :

~. A few of the Cathohc dioceses who

are going along, are not buying the
whole package, but are picking and
choosing amnong parts of the thoroughly

L]

peaked durmg the eariy 20th century,

producing Fundamentalist/Evangelical-

preachers such as Dwight Moody and
Billy Sunday. Thelr tent-revival style
was portrayed in “Elmer Gantry”,

.showing a Billy Sunday-type allowmg

audiences to have an emotlonal outlet’

"through a religion that' stressed the
'simple, personal and ‘mystical.
‘‘Marjoe’, a failure of a .movie,
dlshonestry tried the same ﬁeld

Such “evangehsm ; has becorne
modernized since the ’40s under the

leadership -of Billy Graham, who

: introduced . salesmanship techniques.

_emotional, ultra-personal,

organized total program. Father .

Greeley. recently expressed .certain
surprise that some Catholic leaders
were not more cautious about -Key 73.
-There are basic presuppositions in Key -
73 which could be at confhct w;th
Catholic doetrine.

The Billy -Graha'm Evan'gelistic

Association.financed .the first meeting,

of some Protestant leaders at Key
Bridge Motor Hotel in  Arlington,
Virginia, on Sept. 28, 1967. Their idea
took time to jell, but last year Key 73
was .able  to sign
denominations and associations, mostly
among Baptist, Methodist, and
Lutheran groups. Wholesale holdouts
have been United Presbyterians and

‘Evangelism- too often is highly
seeks too
quick and easy a conversion, while
depicting " the Christian faith as a
simplistic way of life.

Evangelism, which Key 73 basically
is,-trying hard to forget its

. Funamentalist roots. Fundamentalism,

also’ early 20th century, rebelled

against secularism and Protest liberal
theory. It insisted on four basic tenets
— the absolute,.
"of the Bible, Jesus Christ as God and
His virgin birth, the atonement of
‘Christ, and His phys;cal resurrection

- and future bodily return.

" up 130- Protestant. -

Episcopalians, who still allowed local. |

individual congregations’ to go along:.
The Catholic bishops in the Spring of

1972 did not uniformly approve it, but
also left the declslon up to local
dioceses. r

Key 73 will be the most broadly basec
attemnpt at evangelism in the history of
the American church. Reacting against
the inroads of science and rationalism,
“Evangellsm as a system stressed the
l;teral mterpretatmn of the Bible It

a

Fundamentalism still flourishes in
the so-called Bible Belt, but is not a
strong Protestant force. Catholics did

not support Fuidamentalism because it .,

ignored.'the Trinity, the Sacraments,
and the. Church. CatholiciSm was aiso
experiencing  an anti-modernist

wave. It was saying, in its way, what *

both _Fundamentalism and
Ev'angellcahsm were saying: they

. approved conservative Christian

thought against “liberal’’ theology. \ .

* Is it that mood which dorninates Key
737 The conservative frame of mind is

.certainly sweeping the land. People are

et

tired of the goofy theologies and far-out
radical doctrines. Moderate and

o

error-proof quality

;

' disillusioned liberals are weary and
looking for something stable on which
to” build a life! - Present apathy,.
indifference, and anomie of life seem to
demonstrate. that’ man needs more.

-Does Key.73 want to bring back

-something of the mood of the good-old-
days, with their imagined certainties:
the: literal Bible, justification, simple
uncomplicated truths? Is it to fill that
void ;left by the decline of some
religious practices, and to stir up
religious fervor -that is the hope of the
proponents of Key 73?7 (

Its heart is right, it seeks good its
religions leaders- are on God’s side,
certainly. It should be tried, possibly.
No one questions the wisdom and
purpose of religious leaders who see it
as a possible' religious revival. Key 73
further offers-a chance for ecumenism
in action, through Christians cutting

" across denominational lines to find

ways of reaching the unchurched.

Isit wrong, however, to ask whether
the danger is.that it offers an easy
religion and simple answers, without
truly demanding the type of conversion
that is basie Christianity? We have not
changed modern man and his affluent
society, leading the good life. We have.
not asked the real hard gquestion: the

-need for a reorientation of values in a

society and even in a religious culture

. where the values are far from Christ-

like or rellglous

All power to Key 73. Let’s try it. But-
we must be prepared for the possibility.
that it will not. be. the new-Pentecost,
that our religious services, retreats and
missions will still find the same few
faithful ones with perhaps a few mew
faces. By ‘the end of 1973 we have
gained a few new Christians in name, .
but the real work, the hard work, the
explanation of the message of Christ as
a way of life, not for one year but in
faith, for a lifetime, will continue to be,
slow, pamstakmg, frustratmg, difficult.

<
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 EDITORIALS

~ Jews, Christians and Key 73

The contrpversial Key '73 has apparently
produced results not foreseen by its
planners. Designed by Protestant
evangelicals and now actively supported by
many Roman Catholic dioceses in the
country, Key 73 aimed at a massive effort
throughout the United States during 1973
“to share Christ with every person in
North America.”

Its banner — “Calling Qur Continent to

Christ” — immediately caused grave
concern among Jewish leaders. They
feared a program of active proselytizing in
which Christians would attempt to convert
Jews to Christianity. As a resuit, leaders in
Key 73 and in the Jewish community
established contact with each other to
discuss Jewish fears. As one leading rabbi
said recently, ‘‘active contact between Jews
and Christians became better than at any
time since the 1967 Arab-Israeli War.”

As a result, Key 73 leaders have
explicitly disavowed any attempt to convert
Jews to Christianity.

Billy Graham, the world’s outstanding
evangelical preacher, stated specifically,

“just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing
that is coercive, or that seeks to commit
men against their will, so do 1" He

- continued, “in my evangelical efforts, I

have never felt called to single out the Jews
as Jews, nor to seek out any other

" particular groups, cultural, ethnic or

religious.” _

Reacting to Dr. Graham’'s statement,
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum remarked that,
“the national dialogue over Key 73 may
well result in the emergence of a majority
consensus of Christian leaders declaring,
for the first time in the history of Jewish-
Christian relations in the ‘United States, a
policy of opposition to proselytizing the
Jewish community.” - = . '

Another result may well be an effort on
the part of the Christian community to’
articulate a Christian theology of the
relationship of Christians to Jews. At the-
same time, it may give rise to a parallel
effort on the part of the Jewish community
to articulate its own theology with respect
to Christians and the New Covenant -
Christians believe in. '

P
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOIESTIC SERVICE =-25= FRIDAY, IIARCH 30, 1973

'BRIDGET LOVES BERNIE' CANCELLED;
'JEVWS FOBR JESUS! PROGRAIl DROPPED

By Religious News Service (3-30-73)

NEW YORK (BNS) -- 4 television special and a series, both of
which were considered cffensive to sone segnents of the Jewish
connunity, have been cancelled,

"Bridget Loves Bernie," the CBS Saturday evering series that
deals with the marriage of a Jewish man and a Catholic wonan, is
one of four CBS series that have been dropped from its Fall schedule,

A special half-hour telecast on "Yersz for Jesus'" that was to have
been broadcast at midnight, Marca 2¢{, orn .ow York's WPIX-TV, was
cancelled dur to protests fron Jdeowis: lcaders.

Robert D, Wond, president of CBS, declared that conplaints from
Jewish viewers, which he said nunbered fewer than 200 letters, did not
play a factor in the cuncellation of "Bridget Loves Bernic,"

That decision, he asserted, was "absolutely rerioved, independent,
and disassociated fron criticisn of the show from sone Jewish groups.”

The Rabbinical Alliance of Anerica, a naticnal organization of
Orthodox Jewish rakbis and educators, was one of the largcst Jewish
groups to object to the CBS series. =

Ir, Wood pointed out that in contrast to what he described as the
"very snall, though articulate group" of protests against "Bridget
Loves Bernie,'" therec had been 6,000.letters of conplaint sent to CBS
protesting a two-part episode of the "lMaude' show that dealt with the
subject of abortion,.

CBS has not anncunced plans to cancel "lMaude," although it has
not yet determined whether it will re-run the abortion episodes.

Richard Hughes, senior vice=president in charge of community
affairs programning at WPIX, said of the decision to cancel the "Jews
fer Jesus™ special:

"We have had a passive outnouring of sentiment from the comnunity
about the progran, fter consultation with nunerous responsible
connunity leaders, we have deternined that showing the »program would
not be in the public interest at this time. As a result, the progran
is cancelled." -

He declined to name any of the individuals or groups who had
objected to the progran,

- The half-hour special, to have been hosted by Les Crane, was

produced in Los Angeles by the Beth Sar Shalon Hebrew Christian

Fellowship, a branch of the /Anerican Board of llissions to the Jews.

In April 1971, WOR-TV in Iew York cancelled a telecast on the
Christian syrbolisn of the Passover that had been produced by the
Anerican Board after pretests fron several Jewish groups. Last year,
the Anmerican Board petitiocned the Federal Conmunications Conmission
to deny renewal of WOR's broadcast license because of its failure to
televise the promysm,

==
PAGE -25-
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'"WOUNDED KNEE'! TIHEME OF PETITION
SENT BY METHODISTS TO NIXON

By Reiigioué News Service (3-30-73)

ST. LCUIS (M1S) -- The United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, has
asked President . liZxon tc give "serious consideration and response® to the
‘issues behind events at Wounded Knee, the Sioux hamlet seized by militant
Indians.

It urged the President to assure "fair legal trial as needed" for those
involved in the protest moves on the FPine PIidge Reservation in South Dakota.

The 156 members of the board also :ecsed resolutions on relief and
reconstruction in Indo-Chinz, freeZom oI the press, Key 73 and the power of
multi-national corporations.

Action on tlounded ¥nee followed a zeport by the Rev. Homer Noley, one of
three United Methodists who acted as an official observer team for the
National Council of Churches during part of the encounter between the
American Indian llovement and the federal government. The Pine Ridge tribal
council, which did not approve of the AIlM-led takeover of Wounded Knee,
finally barred the HCC. team £rom the reservation.

The global ministries board expressed its appreciation to lir. Noley, the
Rev. John P. Adams -of ‘Wishington, L: C., and Bishop James Armstrong of
Aberdzen, S.,D., the NCC team members, for their efforts in negotiation and in
providing emergency relief at Wounded iree.

Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr., head of the board, praised the clergy role
~at Wounded Knee.

On Indo-China, the lay and clerical members of the United Methodist
‘agency, the largest in the denomination, adopted as its own a National Council
petition that the U.S. government make a "full and generous response to the
needs of relief and reconstruction in Indo-China™ while also dealing respon-
sibly with domestic priorities.

In a move stimulating considerable debate, the bocard committed itself
to Key 73, the broad-based evangelistic effort, in a deliberately worded
statement stressing the "full Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

The statement took into account criticism of Y¥ey 73 voiced by some
Jewish leaders and the fear of some United Methodists that "popular evangelism"
might present only part of the Gospel. Dr., Eugene Smith, head of the New
York Office of the lorld Council of Churches and a United lethodist, speczfl-
cally objected to "a certain kind of personal evangelism which would ignore
the difficult issues of social justice,"

(more) PAGE -10-



A RESOLUTION ON “KEY 73"
Not every one who says to me, 'Ldnd, Lofd,' shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the _
will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day -~ -
many will say to me, ‘'Lord, Lord, did we not fgi
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your.
name, and do many mighty works in your name? And
then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you;
depart from me, you evil-doers.' (Matthew 7:21-23)

When it comes to religious faith in America, IAC makes the following
assumptions: |

1. The religion of any faith group is by definition of ultimate conf'
cern. That is, anyone taking his reiigion seriously believeé.fhat his God has
ultimate significance and is the truth for all men. Otherwise, whatever else
- a community of people-may gather-around, it is by definition not:God. Because,
therefore, he believes his religion to be about "the truth," a correlative of
his conviction is that he would attempt to. persuade other men of the truth to
which he confesses.

2. Because all men are fallible and finite, and because every state-
ment is culturallf conditioned and expressed, every perception of the absolute
God is a relative perception; - It isloné'thing'to say "my: faith" and ‘our God," ™
confessionally; it is another thing--and a prelude-to persecution--to shy "my

faith is the faith." This is not to say everything is relative. But, as
Richard Neibuhr reminds us, our perception of the absolute is relative. Hence,
people in every place and every age must test, re-examine, and reformulate
one's faith. .

3. We celebrate cultural pluralism in America. America began with peo-
ple attempting to get away from one or another form of imperialism and religious

triumphalism. The unique gift of America is a cultural pluralism. The diver-

sity which comes with that, and the freedom within that diversity is to be

. cherished.

With these hssumptioﬁs,IﬁC-has undertdken to examine "Key 73.'" '"Key 73"
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is a year long national evangelistic campaign supported by some 130 denomina-
tions of the Christian church, attempting to involve nearly 250,000 congrega-
tions. It has been endorsed by the Roman Catholic Church, the Southern Baptist
Convention, the United Methodist Church, the Salvation Army, the Presbytérian
Church, the Assemblies of God, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and the
. Churches of Christ, and others. It is also endorsed by the Billy Graham Evan--.-
gelistic Association, the Navigators, the Campus Crusade for Christ, Young Lifé,
and the Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship. "Key 73" derives its name from a
meeting of concerned churchmen who gathered in 1967, near the Francis Scott
Key Bridge in Arlington, Virginia, 'to consider an overall thrust in Evangelism
in North America.'
The purpose of the Evangelistic campaign, according to Paul Benjamin,

"Key 73" Executive Committee member, is to launch "a gigantic offensive in which
Christ." = Further:

Key 73 carries the vision of every unchurched family in North Ameri-

ca being-visited by someone who comes with loving concern to share

his faith in Christ. Every individual (whether he lives in the inner

city, the subiirbs, or rural-areas) is to be contacted. These calls -

will be a person to person sharing with some 165 million people.

. Key 73 will also include an effort to place the Christian Scriptures

in every North American household. Thousands of prayer groups will

be started with one specific purpose in mind--raising up by God of

plentiful workers for his vast harvest fields (Matthew 9:38).
In addition to placing the Christian Scriptures in every household in North
Aﬁerica, the aim of the'crusade-is "'to accompany the placqment of that scripture -
in every home with a personal invitation to enroll inian Evangelistic Bible Cor-

respondence Course or join an Evangelistic Bible Study Group."

‘In fact, we are told in the Key 73 Congregational Resource Book, not

only is the climate "right today to offer Jesus Christ to millions of people in
the United States and Canada who have never really known him--in love," but

also, according to Victor Nelson, an Executive Assistant to the Billy Graham
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Evangelistic Association, and one of the Evangelistic resources for "Key 73,"

the primary reason for the world's continued existence and a post-
ponement of the final judgement is to give the Church an oppor-
tunity to preach the gospel for the salvation of those who are yet
without faith in Christ. Christ's great commission to the Church
still is 'go make disciples of all nations.'

While the zeal of the participants in "Key 73" is to be defended on

the grounds of their seriousness about their religious .convictions, and while __ _

we would be the first to defend any group's intention to persuade others about
its beliefs, the IAC 1lifts up two nascent but nevertheless serious'problems
about l"I(ey 3"

1, The literature of "Key 73" gives the impression tﬁat those who
would participate in 'calling our continent to Christ," as the slogan for the
crusade goes, would be happy to see a new edition of "Christian America," a
new form of an old tqiggghglig;, exhibiting certain culturaliy required modes
of behavior andmhelief. Such triumpha{"ﬁuigjinimical to a culturaily'diverse
America., Even the fact of Christian Scriptures in every home, and presuﬁably
Christian worship on every occasion and in every place, would be disfunctional
if not destructive of the cultural pluralism we enjoy. In short, we are con-
cerned about the kind of "Christian America" the supporters of the crusade
envision, | “

2. The most serious danger in "Key 73" is its attitude toward non-
Christians. If "Key 73's" avowed purpose is going to.be carried out, ﬁhat might
that mean for Jews, and members of a variety of religious'persuasions who simply
do not wish to be Christian because of their own convictions? Are they to be

inflicted with the benefi;s of this crusade?

There is no explicit statement in the Congregational Resource Book

'saying in effect, "all other religious persuasions are at best second rate
and at worst wrong." There are no explicit anti-Jewish references. Indeed,

Dr. Theoddre Raedeke, of St. Louis, the Executive Director of "Key 73" has
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said:

There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the thrust of
Key 73....we do not wish to persecute, pressure or force Jews to
believe or do- anything against their will. On the other hand we

- —are confident that the Jews do not wish to undermine our-holy -~ -~~~ o

faith or deprive us of our rights to propagate our faith--the
privilege which we enjoy in America. Rest assured that we will-.
attempt in no way to deny our deepest Christian convictions:in
this regard so that we wrong the Jewish community in any way.
At the same time, I hope that we may be confident that you who
‘are not Christian will not in any way intimidate or pressure the
many Christians participating in Key 73 against confessing be-
~ fore men the saving gospel.

We are grateful for such a statement, and indeed relieved. Nevertheless, the

Resource Book, page 79, cites a tactic for "sharing Messiah with Jewish people,"

groups.

" and there is an unfortunate tendency for satellite groups such as "Jews for

Jesus'" to attach themselves to this Evangelistic campaign, thus creating the

possibility for incipient anti-Semitism and hostility toward other religious

It is for these reasons that IAE,-whiie defenaing the right of every
group fo argue for its truth and persﬁgqé‘others about it, nevertheless raises
warning sigﬁalé to all people participating in "Key 7S,ﬂ urging them to take
great caution in any attempt. to suggest a new triumphalisﬁ; and above all, as
fellow Americans, urgingfmembefs of "Key 73" to chérishfaﬁd respect the reli- -

gious persuasion of all others.




CATHOLICS FORCE HAND OF KEY 73

The local coordinating committee of Key 73, an interfaith
evangelism effort, agreed Thursday to produce a statement that
would seek to allay Jewish fears of harassment by the program.

Threatened by a pull=out by the Archdiocese of Detroit, the
committee voted to draft a statement in response to the problem
after some initial reluctance.

The request for the statement was made by the Interfaith
Action Committee (IAC), a social action group that emerged after
the 1967 Detroit riots, at the Key 73 meetings in St, Matthew's
and St, Joseph's Church, 8850 Woodward.

The Rev. Dr. Richard Devor, of Central Methodist Church, re-
presenting IAC, told the Key 73 officials: '"The Jewish folks have
felt they have been declared an open season by Key 73.?

Key 73, sparked by Billy Graham and others, seeks to win new
converts to Christianity and put New Testaments in as many homes
as possible this year. Some 140 groups are involved in the program,

The Detroit Committee at first saw no need for such a state-
ment. Members argued that issuing a statement "would be tantamount
to running up a red flag to the conservatives'" and label the com=-
mittee too liberal. And "to the Jewish community, it would say
there is a problem."

That view prevailed, until the Archdiocesan representative,
the Rev. Father Patrick Cooney, made it very clear: "If there is
de facto ambiguity and the Jewish people feel this way, we (the
Archdiocese) could not 80 along with anything that allows such
ambiguity to continue." .

Attempts to side~track Father Cooney so the matter would be
considered without assurances of a statement failed.

Detroit Free Press 2/10/73
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P‘roselyt_izing
denounced by
Billy Graham

In what he termed an effort “to ease
tensions'’ regarding ‘‘a wing mis-
understanding in Christian-Jewish
relationships over Key '73,” Dr. Bill
Graham has expressed his opposition “toa
forms of coercion, intimidation and

ytizing.” i

In a statement issued last week, Graham
hasized his belief that “‘God has always
m’ a special relati with the Jewish
people” and he cri those who focus
proselytizing efforts on a parucular
religious, cultural or ethnic group.

“In my evangelistic efforts, I have never
lallca!]edmsmglemumlmu.lm
nor to my particular group,

Graham pointedly. The Ieadets of Ke)r "?!
the nationwide evangelism mmpaign
designed “to call Continent to Christ,"”
have come under fire from various Jewish
leaders for directing certain of their efforts
specifically towards Jews. -

Ata conference in New York, Rabbi
Marc H. Tannenbaum, national director of

interreligious affairs of the American £

Jewish ttee, welcomed Graham's
statement “‘as an important and construc-
tive contribution . . . in the absence of any
policy statement by Key 'T3 leadership

efforts aimed at the
Jewish community."

Tanenbaum said Graham's statement
was based on a three and a half hour talk he
had with the evangelist at the latter's home
in North Carolina last week. In praisinl
Graham, Tanenbaurn said he
as “a great and good friend of Jewuh
people, and I believe he is destined by God
to play a crucial role in Jewish-Christian
relations.”

#

Evangelic harassment

Said Tanenbaum: “The wviews of Dr.
Graham assume particular importance in
light of the findings of our:latest American
Jewish Committee survey which documents
that a ing number of incidents are
taking puhllc high schools, colleges
and cnmme.mil:im in which Jewﬂ; ¥
people are being subjected to psymiu;:ﬁ
harassment, intimidation and
tracism by fervid emgelisis a.nd m;ssions-
to-the-Jews groups who are using Key "73 as
a sanction for their disruptive tactics.”

The rabbi cited specific examples of what

he called * of deception and in-
timidation” m places as Montclair,
N.J., Portland, Ore., Miami Beach and

3 Bostaubygroupssedﬂngtomverumto
Christianity. .

As for the significance of Graham's state-
ment, Tanenbaum said: “To our knowledge
this is the first time that Dr. Graham has
publicly affirmed his belief that ‘God has
always bad a special relationship with the
Jewish people’ based on St. Paul’s teaching
that God's promises and covenant with the
Jews are eternal and not subject to recall.
This is also the first time that Dr.
Graham has made clear that he does not

“direct his evangelistic efforts towards the
Jews in a way that ‘singles out the Jews' as
a group.” §

Though he has not been directly involved
in the organization of Key 'T3, Graham has
publicly supported its concept from the
outset,

Fidel favors idea
of rabbi to serve
Cuban community

The (.\lba.n Government has accepted the
ideao{havinga rabbi serve the 2,500 Jews
remaining in Cuba, to Rabbi
Abraham Hershberg, president of the Union
of Rabbis of Latin America, who recently
returned from Cuba.

Hershberg told the JTA his reception by
the Cuban Government was very friendly,
and that he was invited back by Premier
Fidel Castro to speak to the religious com-
munity, until a rabbi could be permanently
ght:iled There are five synaa‘a'mm in

Hershberg said “‘there is full religious
freedom in Cuba.’
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Duplicating in 2 Ianguagés?
Union wants raise in pay

By CARL ALPERT

HAIFA—The news.from Israel does not
always make headlines, and some of the
most interesting things that happen remain
S Tinalstls Fraciomey; An Sagieyer of

ency. An employee of a
certian firm in Tel Aviv for many years
ted the office duplicating machine
ch turned out the Hebrew form letters
the firm. Lately, the firm has been
out letters in Fnglish as well, and
nnionhasﬁp:hhnnedf':raahr:xsefurlm
plﬂmm grounds that he now works

wo languages.

Svmrlval Test. A recent survey reveals
Ihlldunuhlsw!ystaguoﬂmmjmthn

and absorption in Israel a new immgrant is
cauedmnwﬂnmmtﬁsmuwmw-

Tehur, Israel Style. The new Pan-
American Hotel in Bat Yam, unable to
obtain the promised telephone installations
by the date of the hotel's opening, inserted
large ads in the daily papers aapeallng to
.owners of homing pi,geons lace the
pigmatthed;spnsainfthehule to assure
communications~ with the “outside world.

telephones were installed speedily

E??

535

except Saturdays.
Appeal. The shop in Jerusalem
npe Ied to the courts against.the

pality’s decision to close the shop.

An lsraeli Wasp. White Ashkenm Sabra
with Pull (Protectzia).

Keep Their Cool. A slndy by the Ministry
of the Inlerior reveals that the annual rate
of increase in damage caused by fires is 2-3
per cent in Israel compared with 1525 per
cent in most other countries.

Attention Shule-Goers.’
Medalie, Israeli heart specialist,
statistics showing that religiously obser-
vant Jews are subject to only half as many
heart attacks as the ant.

Dr. Yaacov

hospital, explained that the elevator. could
be operated by touching the switch with a
magnet. “Each maternity patient should
tell her busband to bring a magnet with
him," he said.

Democracy. Students at Haifa University
told the University's board of governors

- that since students are in the overwhelming

majority at the institution they are entitled
to at least 50 per cent representation on the

Academic L

v
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, m.ﬁ Chief Rabbi
of Tel Aviv, ruled that it is permissible for

Phas given

Percy, Askew
given medals
by Seminary

MIAMI BEACH—U.S. Senator Charles H.
Percy (R-1ll.) and Florida's Goy. Reubin O.
Askew received the Herbert H Lehman
Ethics Medal of the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America at its 14th annual
convocation held in Tmeple Emanu-El here.
David L. Benstock of Brightwaters, L.1.,
was one of seven community leaders who
received the Seminary’s national communi-
ty service award.

Dr. Gerson D. Cohen, Seminary
Chancellor, told the convocation dinner that
the leadership of American Jewry would
have to meet and solve the problems of
Jewish education, retention of Jewish youth
for Judaism and Judaism's success in
"translating religious values into modern
terms” before the way-could be cleared for
"‘a new forward adv. of Jewish cult
a.nd civilization in the United States.”

Three key groups are watching '‘closely,
a-iucauy vet " to see if the way
be cleared for “a fresh Jewish re-
Ju?mm"hessld He named the three
groups as:

An avante-garde of young college people
and young university teachers and

rs who are looking to see “if the
Jewish leadership means t it says about
Judaism providing a framework of meaning
and purpose that can fashion a community
exemplary in its morality and taste;"

An advanced group of young laymen that
‘‘marvelous service in
phﬂ.lnmmpy" but “is now ready to share its
emphasis withurvme in a “'structure that

stnul;glhm family and com-
muni e,” the way is shown to
tym provided

Israel's intellectuals who “are Iooldn;
the Jewish Theological
other centers to see how the Jewis.h
tradition—"‘without coercion and” without
rigid adherence to Orthodox forms" —can
be made to serve modern life.

* NEW LABOR FACTION

TEL AVIV—Brit Hasmol, a left wing
faction that broke away !rom Mapam, has
announced it will run independently in the
next Histadrut and Knesset elections,
Yaacov Riftin, its leader, said Brit Hasmol
Mdmremmtotbeuapam{nldulmg
as Mapam remained in the Labor Align-
ml..

Charity funding

at 80% barred
by court writ

Attorney Gmra“.amsJ Lefkowitz has
obtained a temporary order barring a hus-
band and wife team from raising money for
a number of Rockland County Jewish and
other charities under an arrangement which
lheynpt nearly 80 per cent of the proceeds.

150 enjoined were 26 solicitors. They were
to:marmSupremeCwnhurmsweek
mewhyl.hem;unchmshmldml

be made permanent.

= . The professional fund-raisers were Susan

and Jerry Reiter, and their
Holari Productions, Inc., of Monsey, N,‘x‘,
RBinapecis toptithe.charites 1o knep 8
agreements from cl p
per cent of the receipts of various social
events and to give 20 per cent to the charity.
In order to increase the amount Laken in,
thedefmdanlssoldﬁ()ﬂpermtdmemh
available. The defendants also agreed to
supply the entertainment at the various
functions but never paid more than $300 for
the entertainment.

The charities—included the Rockland
County Chapter, The National Tay Sachs
and Allied Diseases J\ssocutio; the

The defendants collected $42,006 since
January, 1972 through the charity events.
They kept $32 853 and gave only $9,233 to the

charluu the Attorney General said. The -

funds were solicited through telephone calls

made by -the umwegutered solicitors, who

Erurk,ed on a commission basis in Rockland
ounty.

No changes made yet
in USIA broadcasts

Informed sources said this week that
there has been no change as yet in the
policies or programs of the United States
Information Agency with regard to broad-
cast of material of Jewish content to the
Soviet Union,

Major changes in USIA's policies
designed ‘‘to reflect and encourage"
detente between the United States and the
Soviet Union have been proposed by the U.S.
Advisory Commission on Information.

The five-man commission headed by
Frank Stanton, vice chairman of CBS, has

wht:se:t:dﬂsmpnrtm(:mu but it has

made available to the public.

Bond audience
told of Nixon
aid for Israel

Jewish Telegraphic Agency

Israel Bonds inaugural dinner here Satur-
day night that her mﬁ in wuh.mbton
with President Nixon other top U.S.
officials were *‘wonderful and inspiring."
The Israeli leader said of her talk with -

predecesso
derstood “‘our determination to live in digni-
and freedom and that he (Nixon) believes
t we want to live in peace with
our neighbors.” She added, “‘no President
wuuldhesofﬂrthmminglfhﬂﬂnuhhﬂdwr

honesty in the s! e for

Mrs. Meir’s visit tri gered an umn-
precedented about a
record-breaking initial sale of $138.3 million

campaign, said the $350 million 1973 1
rpresented 60 per cent of Israel’s develop-
ment budget of $618 million for the year. He
noted that this budget provided for
everyphase of the country’s economic

= development.

RaTt‘tllehema Mch&:&:mbﬂewm
g, and principal
founder of the Bond Organization which has
produced ‘more than $2.2 billion in bond
saleafurlsmelsmce its inception in 1851.

Ochs among 8
nominated to
Hall of Fame

Adolph 8. Ochs, late publisher of the New
York Times, is one of eight notable
Americans who have been nominated as
candidates for election to New York Univer-
sity's Hall of Fame for Great Americans.
Elections- are held every five years.

Ochs was one of eight who received more
than 20 wvotes in 1970 and thus is
automatically on the ballot sent to the 136;
member board of electors. Also on the
ballot are Supreme Court Justice Louis D.
Brandeis; President Franmklin D.
Roosevelt; W
Negro scimtlst Andrew Carnegie, stee!
tycoon and phﬂanthrupul John Ph.Illp
mel;:ﬁ Noah Webster, and William. H.
L

The first two Jews to be elected to the
Hall of Fame, Lillian D, Wald, social
worker, and Dr. Albert A. Michelson,
physicist and America’s first Nobel
Laureate, were voted in five years ago.

Missionary movies
arouse protest

Jewish Telegraphue Agency

PH]].ADEL.PH]AHAm movie houses
a film which makes an overt
atwmpt at religious | ytization without
giving any advance indication of the film's
content or purpose, according to the
American Jewish Congress.
Sidney Margulies, president of the AJC
Greater Philadelphia Council, declared that
newspaper advertisements and theater dis-
plays for *'A Time to Run" fail to indicate in
any way that the viewer would be
proselytized, Viewers, he said, were the
targets of a live appeal at the film's conclu-
sion for members of the audience to come
forward and bear witness to Christ. -~ - -



By IM ROHRER .
" ' Enquirer Reporter ;

LEBJ\NON ‘Ohio—Bill G]ass. ex-all pra defensive
end; now an interdenominational evangeli.st admits
ne has an “angle” in witnessing for Christ. -

“People are more-interested In what an ex-pro
football player would have to say,” he noted Sunday
while relaxing .at the Lebamm home of *he Rev.
Howell Upchurch. s

Glass, who- played 12 years vsrlth the Detrolt Lions
and the’Cleveland Browns, s, In Lebanon ‘or two
days to speak at two rallles Ir'connection with Key
% a ministry for Christ sponsored by the Lebanon
nisterial Association. Tonight's second rally Is at
7:30 p.m.' at the Lebanon High' School auditoriuvm.
Admission is free.

“Football gave me a tremendous platform- from .

which I could witness,” Glass said.” “I kiew people
would be more interested in yWhat a great football
player would have to say than what just a good one
would say, so I was spurred on .to become all-pro.”.

That type of motivation detually began m'.1 Baylor
University I Waco, Texas, where Glass Wasacon-
sensus- All-Amerlca asa senior in 1957.

" “Just befoke ‘my senior year” Glass recalled “a
' frend told me it wes a shame for a man to have as

People Listen To An A‘ll Pro, Bill Glass Says

‘League,’

much talent, as I do and yet. play so poorly. Just

‘think how many people would listen to you.f you .
.were All Amerlca,” he told me, 1
At that time, Glass was 'already Involved deeply 5

E

¢ “What I hate is that these things tendt.n Influ-
ence kids in-the wrong direction.
““T never saw any gambling in my 12 years. And I

In speaking and glving testimony at churches and f know that very ‘few players use drugs, and then only

youth groups.

‘“We prayed about it; and my next three games, :
agalnst Southern’ California, Maryland and Nebraskn
were the best I ever had.” 4

GLASS, WHO STANDS six feet slx 1nches tall, and
still carries his playing weight of 260 pounds t"'t’
redistributed ‘a 'little now”), calls his years in pro
ball something “I enjoyed immensely,”

. Now, it seems, Glass, who retired after the 1068
season,

letes' such as Dave Megesey, Bernle Parrish, Joe
Namath, Marty Dormes and Jim Bouton, who have
written hooks that Glass calls’ “perversions of the .
t,ruth" which dispute the positive thrust of sports.

Hi$ fourth book, “Don’t Blame the Game,” which |

has been out for about two months, carries the
message that the books by the above athletes “con-

* taln just enough truth to make them dangerous.”

“But- their whole thrust Is wrong,” Glass sald.
“Megesey, for instance, who wrote “Out of Their
admits he came into pro football with a
brutal attltude, and then blames the game for its
brutallts*.

has emerged as the chlef advocate of the ‘
" positive thrust of sports in America, .opposing ath-

under supervislon, Megesey's clalm that tralners are.

» ‘junkies’ is absurd. The ones I knew were physical
t.herapis;ﬂ «Whose first and last.concern was the play-
ers,” Gldss sald, * . -

S0’ GLASS FINDS himself In a two-pronged cru-
, sade. His witness to Christ and his attempt to offset

. the spate of books that are negative about sports.

* “None of those guys who wrote those books knows
3 what he's talking about » Glass sald.

When \ﬂsmng citles ‘on crusades. Glass makes lt

‘ his practice to speak at local high schools. “As an.

example of the positive thrust of sports, -just look
into 'the high schools,” he sald. “The sharpest kids,
‘ the ones with the most ditection, are the athletes.”

As a result, Glass uses sports analogles and other
* sports references In his crusades. A recent addltion
\ to- his efforts are hls trips to prisons, where he often
{ conducts sports clinies in addition to erusade work.
‘ Recently, he held a.crusade at the Marion Corréction
' Institute in Marion. Ohio, wlth’ atriptoa Ca]lrornda
prlson set for next week, H

The- city crusades themselves take YEEI.'E tO Organ-
12& anal people work, in tha ‘area for as much as

{

@,,,‘, E‘j“’“”" 3-8=23

vangelist Has ‘Angle’

t.wo years before Glass arrives, and atter he leaves.
organizers follow up 'for study clagses and rallles..

- It took Glass six years, attending school in the

oﬂ ‘season only; -to ‘get through Southwestern Theo-
logical Seminary In Ft. Worth, Texas, He recelved his
divinity degree there in 1963. although he has never
been ordained. k :* .

'The unique -aspects of Glass’ current cmsades are
that he' stresses secular surroundings and the open
invitation -to all denominations and races. “At least,

wpeople can’t’ use those excuses IOI‘ not: cmnlng to our

crisades,” he said;, ._‘,

Glass 'Is. also qulte actlve with' the Fellowship of

Christian Atnletes, of which he Is a charter member.’
It was at Denison Unlvemslt.y in 'Ohio where Glass
tirst met Sam Wyche the former Bengal quarterback
who was the Bengal's most active, member of the

Fellowship. of Christian Athletes. The occasion was a
“religlous retreat  sponsored by the organization: "]
“I differ from an evangelist like Billy Graham in d
.ths.t. I'appeal to .all denominations, and I hdve ‘the

fathletic background,” Glass said. “I hope the amietlcs
helps me appeal to a younger group of ‘people.”
“Athletles has done so much for me, so I hope to
counter ‘today’s phllosophy that there is no good or
bad, I articulate that there is. good and
and wrong. Llfe has to have a meaning.”

, right .
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