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·9 OJC· THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 £. 56 St., New York, N.Y.10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded In 1906, ii1 the pioneer human-relations 
agency In the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of Improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON Y ARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ... 

STONY POINT, N.Y. , Nov . 9 •• • Jewish and Methodist religious and academic leaders 

from all over the country meeting here through Wednesday, are vigorously addressing 

such questions as the following: 

* .The Current Status of Christian-Jewish Relations. 

* Perspectives on Pl uralism for the 1980 ' s. 

* Contemporary Challenges to Social Justice. 

* The New International Agenda for Christ ians and Jews. 

* The Influence of the Middle East Conflicts on U.S. Christian-Jewish Relations . 

·Sponsors .,of t he conf erence are the Interreligi ous Affairs Department of the 

American Jewish' Committee and the General Commission on Christian Unity and Inter

religious Concern of the United Methodist Church. I t was made possible by a grant 

., 

from the Nathan Appleman Institute for the Advancement of Christian-Jewish Understanding. 

Conference chairpersons are Dr. Robert W. Huston, General Secretary. The General 

Commission on Christian Unity and Interr eligious Concerns , The United Methodist Church, 

New York, N.Y.; and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director, Religious Affairs, The 

American Jewi sh Committee. 

Conference coordinators are Dr. J. Warren Jacobs , Associate General Secretary, 

The General Commission on Christian Unity and Inter religious Concerns, The United 

Methodist Church, New York, N.Y.; and Rabbi A. James Rudin, Assistant Nati onal Director, 

Interreligious Affairs, The American Jewish Commit tee. 

Dr. Huston declar ed: "United Methodists and Jews are in frequent conversation , and 

work together in. a variety of interreligious contexts, but this Conference is our first 

formal dialogue meeting s i nce 1973. However , i t is not new, but a renewing· experience, 

and the Conference ' s .timeliness highlights the need and ·emphasizes the commitment of 

United Methodist Christians and Jews to work together to be God's ~!!al~!!! people in the 

world." 

- more -

Maynard t W1shner, President; Howard I. ftredman, Cha11m•n. Board ol Go•ernors Theodore Ellenoll, Chairman. National Executive Council; Aobefl L. Pelz. Chairman. Board of Ttustees 

Donald feldsteln. Executive Vice President 

Wash111glon Ottice. 2027 MawchtJsens Ave .. NW Waslungton, O.C 20036 •Europe liq.: 4 Rue dt la Bienfa1unce. 75006 Paris, France • lsiael hq g Ethiopia Sr . Jerusalem, 9Sl49, tsraet 

South America hq (remponry office) 16S E. 56 St. New York. NY 10022 • Mex1co-Cen11at America ha .. 'Ar. Eterci10 Na~1o~al 533. Me11co 5_ OJ. ~ 
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Rabbi Tanenbaum asserted: "This latest conference of the United Methodist 

Church and the American Jewish Committee assumes particular importance both 

symbolically and substantively in light of the pressing events that both our 

communities face nationally and internationally. Symbolically, Methodists and 

Jews represent the mainstream of American religious and cultural life. By 

joining forces at this critical time in American history, they seek to express 

the determination to advance national unity while preserving the precious values 

of diversity. 

"Substantively, both Methodists and Jews have long and creative histories 

of advancing the causes of social justice, human rights, peace and reconciliation. 

Methodists and Jews have also been pioneers in upholding the traditions of 

separation of church and state and religi.ous liberty for all citizens. 

"Those r~ligious and moral commitments are needed today more than at any 

time in our history, and our hope is that this conference will contribute 

significantly to their advancement and strengthening." 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human 

relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights 

of Jews at home and abroad and seeks impr·oved human relations .for all people everywhere. 

11-8-82 
82-960-353 
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Bridge in Hope 
Jewish-Christian Dialogue 

This statement on interreligious 
dialogue, drafted during 1971 and 
19 72 by the Commission on Ecumeni
cal Affairs, was adopted by the United 
Methodist Church General Confer
ence in April 1972. It is included in . 
the official Book of Resolutions and 
is available for distribution within The 
United Methodist Church, the Jewish 
faith communities and other interested 
persons. 

· A compan;on statement, On The 
Ecumenical Road, ~~.:as adopted as a 
be11ch mark of ecumenical commit
ment at the Uniting Conference of 
The United Methodist Church in 1968. 

Correspondence is welcoi:ned. 
Resources for implementation of these 

· guidelines are avail~ble through the 
Di.vision on Ecumenical and Inter;-

- religious Concerns of the Board of 
Global M.inistri~, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York, N.Y.10027. · 

Copies of this resolution may be. 
ordered from: 

Bo·ard of Global Ministries 
Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, 0. 45237 

Division on Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Concerns 
Board ofGlobal Ministries, 
13th flo·or 
4 75 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y.10027 

Board of Church and Society 
Resource Center 
109 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002, 

Common Roots 
The United Methodist Ch~rch under
stands itself to be a part of the People of 
God and specifically a part of the whole 
Christian church, the Body .of Christ. 
It also gives thanks for its roots in historic 
Judaism. It rejoices in the reciprocal 



patrimony of the Old and New Testa
ments. 

The heritage and hopes of a religious 
Israel in the context of which Jesus 
labored have continued to live in the 
Jewish faith and people. Christian aware
ness of indebtedness, however, to that 
history and its relationship to God is not 
as clear as it ought to be. Not only is the 
God we worship the same and many of 
our ethical concerns held in common, 
but there are also numerous traditions in 
Israel's history whose impact upon and 
potential for the Christian church were 
lost or are still undiscovered. Moreover, 
to be faithful to Jesus the Jew, the con
temporary relationship of United Metho
dist Christians and those who worship as 
Jews s.hould not be neglected. 

Appreciation for common roots should 
not blind us to the fundamental and 
inherently mutual theological problems 
to be faced. The relationship between 
the covenant of God with Israel and the 
covenant made in Jesus Christ and the 
understandings by Jew and Christian of 
each of these covenants merits explora
tion anew. Openness to the blessing of 
God on all covenanted people may lead 
to useful penetration of the intricacies of 
the interfaith discussions, if not to ulti
mate solutions. Serious new conversations 
need not and should not require either 
Jews or Christians to sacrifice their con
victions. There is rich opportunity for 
potential growth in mutual under
standing. 

Service for Humanity 
At this moment in history, the potential 
of our common heritage is particularly 
important forthe advancement of causes 
decisive for the survival of all mankind. 
While it is true that the concept of human 
brotherhood and solidarity is not repre
sented by Jews or Christians alone, this 
concept has been central for both from 
their beginnings. The sacredness of 
persons as God's creation is expressed 
clearly in both the Old and New Testa
ments. The biblical view of each human 
being as an intrinsic member of the com
munity of persons forbids any suppres- . 
sion of groups through society at large 



and any manipulation of individuals as 
well. Nevertheless, Jews in particular 
have been victims of systematic oppres
sion and injustice more recurrently and 
more barbarously than have Christians. 
Therefore, in order to continue Jewish 
and Christian efforts for the common 
cause of mankind, it is not enough for 
contemporary Christians to be aware of 
our common origins. Christians must a!so 
become aware of that history in which 
they have deeply alienated the Jews. 
They are obligated to examine their own 
implicit and explicit responsibility for the 
discrimination against and the organized 
extermination of Jews, as in the recent 
past. The persecution by Christians of 
Jews throughout centuries calls for clear 
repentance and resolve to repudiate past 
injustice and to seek its elimination in the 
present. In the provision of guidelines for 
action and in specific processes of recon
ciling action for all men there is an oppor
tunity now to join hands with Jews in 
common cause for a human community. 

For Jew and Christian alike, God is 
active in history. The political and social 
orders are not free from his judgment. 
Dialogue which does not blink at differ
ences of assumptions and interpretations 
of Scripture and faith, but which accentu
ates the fundamental agreements for the 
sake of service to society, can be, in the 
Providence of God, a timely and fruitful 
interreligious adventure. 

Exploring Together 
In many ~reas of spiritual and intellectua 1 
concern the past relationship of Jews and 
Christians has been vitiated by inadequate 
communication. We have talked past one 
another instead of with each other. In 
new conversations there is an important 
opportunity to move past the polemical 
use of Scripture and to explore how and 
why past conditioning keeps us apart 
while we have much in common. In such 
dialogues, an aim of religious or political 
conversion, or of proselytizing, cannot 
be condoned. 

To commend the love of God in Jesus 
Christ through saving word and serving 
work is an ingredient of dialogue for 
Christians, but anti-Semitism (against 



Jew or Arab) represents a denial of the 
love we proclaim and compromises our 
service of justice. Fruitful discussions 
should proceed with the clear acknowl
edgment that there is no valid biblical or 
theological basis for anti-Semitism. 
Prejudice and discrimination on racial 
grounds are not valid expressions of 
Christian faith. Why people still violate 
their unity given in God, and :in his crea
tion and redemption, should be examined 
in company with our Jewish brothers 
and sisters. 

Responsibility in Problem Areas 
Dialogues presently are complicated by 
problems of scriptural interpretation, 
condiitioned attitudes, and turbulent 
political struggles such as the search for 
Jewish and Arab security and dignity in 
the Middle East. Facing these difficulties 
together may lead to creative results. 
In this process we are obligated to respect 
the right of the Jews, as of all religious 
groups, to interpret their own Scriptures 
with regard to their peoplehood and 
destiny. When rival political positions 
each claim scriptural warrant, however, 
the issues no longer are related simply to 
religious freedom for one or another but 
to the political issue of how resources 
may be distributed justly. In Jewish
Christian dialogues is placed a responsi
bility for being concerned for the impli
cations in the Middle East for peace and 
justice for all persons. 

The Christian obligation to those who 
survived the Nazi holocaust, the under
standing of the relationship of land and 
peoplehood, a'nd the conviction that God 
loves. all persons, suggest that a new 
dimension in dialogue with Jews is 
needed. A new perspective for Christians 
is a prerequisite for the reduction of 
mutual ignorance and distrust. 

Guidelines for Conversations 
The principles which have been outlined 
above implicitly or explicitly suggest 
S<?me practical guidelines which can in
struct conversations in local communities 
and at other points of interaction. An 
incomplete list of the more important 
considerations is attempted here. 



1. Wherever possible, conversations 
with members of Jewish communities 
should be initiated and maintained 
through an existing or an ad hoc ecumen
ical framework. The ecumenical body 
could begin by accepting the principles 
in this United Methodist statement as a 
foundation for the dialogue, or by draft
ing its -0wn. 

2. In the absence of cooperative 
Christian efforts to explore mutual under
standing, tensions, and difficulties, United 
Methodist initiative (or response to 
Jewish initiative) is to be encouraged. 

3. Christian participants should make 
clear that they do not justify past in
justice done by Christians to Jews, that 
there is no tenable biblical or theological 
base for anti-Semitism, and that they 
themselves wish to be free of it. 

4. Joint planning of conversations 
should emphasize the broad purposes 
of diafogues and lessen suspicion that 
conversion is a deliberate intention. 

5. Honest differences should be ex
pected and probed seriously, even as 
areas of agreement and mutual support 
are discovered. 

6. A series of meetings with some 
guarantee of continuity of participants 
is necessary for fruitful conversation. 
False hopes and superficial optimism 
resulting from a single session together 
can lead to despair and further alienation. 

7. The joint study of that part of our 
tradition which both groups have in 
common, the Jewish Bible or the 
Christian Old Testament, can be of para
mount importance. It is here t hat the 
foundations of Jewish and Christian 
existence coincide. A joint study has 
potential for new insight into our mutual 
relationship and our togetherness. 

8. Conversations which begin with ex
ploration of scriptural and traditional 
heritages may move to political, socio
logical, and economic investigations and 
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might well result in common action in the 
causes of human rights. 

9. The dialogues should not overlook 
the rich opportunities afforded in visita
tion of synagogues and churches and in 
common prayer and other interreligious 
services. 

Declaration of Intent 
No one can foresee with absolute clarity 
the shape of the future. Openness to 
dialogue with other major religions of the 
world is not excluded for the future, but a 
bond of understanding and peace be
tween Jew and Christian surely is one 
key ingredient of a viable community of 
persons .. In both theological and practical 
issues of the moment there are offered 
challenges and opportunities for groWth. 

A reduction of Jewish.of Christian 
beliefs to a tepid lowest common denomi
nator of hardly disting~ishable culture 
religions is not sought in this process. A 
ri~w confrontation of our 'common roots, 
o{ our common poteµtial for service to 
humanity, with the benefits 'from mutual 

' · explorations and with -the knotty con-
. temporary problems of world peace, 
commends itself to us. Thus, it is the de
sire of The United Methodist Church 
honestly and persistently to participate 
in conversations with Jews. Our intent 
includes commitment to their intrinsic 
worth and import for society. It includes 
as well the Christian hope that the 
"oneness given in Jesus Christ" may be-

"' come an example of hope for the oneness 
of humanity. Within this frame_work and 
_in acknowledgement of the common 
Fatherhood of God, on all occasions for 
this new interreligious adventure The 
United Methodist Church seeks to be 
responsive. 

Order from Service Center, 
7820 Reading Road, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 
Free except postage. 
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Jehovah's Witness sues employ~r 

ORLANDO, Fla. (RNS) - A Jehovah's Witn~ who says he was dismissed from Walt Disney World_ in 1978 after he took 
leave from work for a religious holiday has filed a civil rights suit against Disney, charging religious discrimination. 

Byron Custer of Kissimmeee, in a suit filed in Orange Cirtuit Civil Court, charged that Disney officials failed to make "any 
reasonable accommodations'' to his request for a religious holidlay. He had worked as an auto mechanic at the tourist attraction for 
six years. 

Mr. Custer said in his su.it that his superiors refused to excuse him from work for a religious holiday, and also refused to excuse 
him. from four hours of work after sundown to attend religious services. He didn't report for work <?n the holiday and wa.S fired the 
following day for what Disney officials termed "insubordination and absenteeism." 

He won a favorable ruling from the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in 1979. The commission ruled that Disney 
didn't make efforts to accommodate Mr. Custer's request and gave him permission to file the suit. Joe Egan, Mr. Custer's at-· 
torney, called the case a "classic religious discrimination case." He said his client was fired by supervisors because of his "unor
thodox beliefs and customs.'' Jie didn't elaborate. 

Jehovah's Witnesses don't celebrate any one day as the Sabbath because they consider the Millenium. the Sabbath; bu• con
gregations generally have regular meetings on Sundays, a church spokesman said. They also meet some evenings. The church's 
main religious holiday is the Lard's Evening Meal, which celebrates Jesus' Last Supper. It is a changeable holiday which comes 
during the Passover-Easter season, the spokesman said. 

Illinois rule exemption okayed 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (RNS) - Gov. James Thompson has signed into law a bill that exempts daycare centers run by rdigious 
groups from certain state health, safety and teacher-pupil racio regulations. 

The bill resulted from a compromise between conservative religious groups and the governor's office. It has been opposed by the 
Illinois Civil Liberties Union on the grounds that, since it bases exemption criteria solely on a daycare center's affiliation with a 
religious organization, it violates the separation of church and stat~ principles of the Constitution. 

11 It also deprives children in religious-run daycare centers of the assurance that their ccn ter complies with state codes and regula
tions, and ais~ ~n;tl,1;~ th~~e ce-;,ters to o'perate less·expensively that secular centers,''. an ICLU spokesman.. said._ :I;h~ liberti~.s 
union hasn't decided if it will challenge the law. 

10-27-82 

· -Amnesty International report says 
executions nearly tripled in 1981 

By Religious News Service 

.,. .... -

LONDON (RNS) - During 1981 there we.re confirmed reports of 3,278 executions of prisoners in 3t countries, according 
to Amnesty International, the human rights agency based here. 

The statistics, contained in the organization's annual report, represented a sharp increase from the l,229 executions in 29 
countries that had been reported for 1980. More than half of the 1981 executions - 2,616 - took place in Iran. 

-:mncsty's 367-page report also contained descriptions of the human-rights situation in 121 countries last ye.ar, plus regional 
reviews of developments. The preface co the report noted that some countries were not mentioned because insufficient reliable 
information about them was available. · 

. In additi~n, the repon pointed out that the length of a particular entry does not necessarily reflect the extent and depth of 
Its human-rights problems. "One country entry records the fact of hundreds of political executions in a single paragraph," 
the report said. "Another·describes over several pages complex 'JegaJ changes affecting human·rights guarantees. A word 

. count is· no basis·for a comparison." 

· Amnes~y International gav~ special attention to political killings byiovernmcnts in its report this year. It noted that 
" . d' "al" " I al" ' . . I ' extra-Ju 1c1 or extra- eg executions are often carried out by ~ecurity forces in countries whose governments later 
deny responsibility. I · 

' I ' 

"Th~ extent of the : .. ·actice and its recurrem:e in different couAtriek lead Amnesty International to believe that the problem 
< • ~~; no~ be confron:~.:y the international community as a m/mer' of the utmost urgency,• ' the report ~aid . 

. • I 
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Introduction 

Jews and Christians do worship together on specia·l occasions. For example; 
joint Thanksqivinq Services are ctUite common. Inc:r!!asinqly, special events 
suc:h as a memorial to the Holocanst or prayerful yearnings for peac:e are 
eommemorated with joint worship • . 

What values are gained from these e:cperiences? 

~at problems emerge? 

What types of prayers are appropriate? Which ones are inappropriate? 

What li~ica~ · elements are essenti~l for Jews and Christians? 

Are there certain types of prayers that ouqht to ce avoiqed? 

Do such services erode the theological distinctions which separate 
Judaism from Christianity?. 

Oo these services contribute to the process of. assimiliation? 

Do these services lead to better understandi.~q and appreciation of 
each others beliefs and tc improved cooperation in areas of mutual 
concern? . 

Persons who have attended such services of~en ask th~mselves questions such as 
these. So too do those who lead them. 

In order to explore these que~tions the Cepartment of . Interreliqious Affairs 
of the Onion .of American Hebrew Congregations and the Office on Christian
Jewish Relations of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the o.s.A. 
co-sponsored, on June 6, 1979, a one day symposium on the sul:>je<:t 11.Je...,s and 
Christians in Joint Worship." 

The symposium 
of St. Peter's 
New York City. 
SynagQgue. 

began with a model service prepared by Rev. Ralph Peterson, Pastor 
Church and Sheldon Zimmerman, senior rabbi of Central Synagogue , 

The service was conducted in the churc:h, the sym:t.=osium in the 

·one of the qoals of the day long meeting was to develop Guidelines for Joint 
Worship to which ·c::on9r~atic:ms could ref er as they planned their own joint 

· liturgical experiences. An initial draft of these Guidelines was prepared by 
a small steerinq c:>mmi ttee. These wert! then sul:nni tted to the conference 
participants for their critical review. Subsequently the steering committee 
incorporated those suqgestions which emerged frcm the day 1 s discussion into a 
revised version, the final eopy of which is appended for your eonsideration and use. 

A eopy of the model service used at the conference is ava~lable ;n·~request, as 
are either transcripts or cassettes of the hie major presentations given cy 
PTofessors Lawrence Roffman, Professor of Liturqy, Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion and Daniel Stevick, Professor of Lituri;y & aomiletics, 
Episcepal Divinity School, Cam.bridge, Mass . 

;·.'·:: .. ·---::----:---:-:-: :v-:·~. ~ . ... :;~:··· .... ·-=:-::-;·-. ... . ·- --~'~::~·~'"·.:-:.-:::-=-- ·.-.. ----=-,·:-=-~·~~:-.-.:·~-.:\~·~ ~.,. . ·:~--:"' · .:..:·: ··--._, ··. 
---~-- _._· - " 



-2-

The Guidelines recommend that those who plan such services assiduously avoid 
any effort to blur the theoloqical distinctions mat differentiate Judaism 
frcm Christianity,. n ••• Judaism and Christianity are distinct reliqious faiths 
each possessinq its own integrity. We dare to come toc;!!ther as Jews and 
Christians not because we are of the. same reliqious faith, but be<:auSI!· we share 
a sacred scripture, worship the same God and live in the same community." 

Whii.e the conference participants vere unanimous in their des~ not to dilute 
theoloqieal distinctions, they did not feel that differences in ~ef made 
joint worship impossible. MUtual tiilst b'!sed on prier relationships, combined 
with a preparatory educational process for the c:ongreqatiorua involved could 
constructively set the diff~rences in.to a settinq Of understandinq. Cleuly a 
le9acy of m.isunde.rstandinq and ·antaqonism which recently characteri%ed much of 
Christian-Jewish relations, has to be overcome. '11le 9T0up learned f~ its 
academic: teachers that this antaqonism even found its expression in the liturgies 
of both faiths . Christian .,,,orship de..Judaised its litu~ while traditional 
Jewish worship sometimes characterized non-Jews as •an enemy · to be avoided" or 
portrayed non-Judaism as unw0rthy. Worship should promote a common committ:ment 
to findin-; God in and for the world. Thus, worship ean be education.al as well 
as insp~r3 ~ional. · 

Further, the Guidelines recommend that those who plan such worship avoid what is 
clearly offensive. Thus1 • •.•• Jews cannot be expected to use a cross or a crucifix 
in a synagogue. This is so for a variety of reasons--historical, theoloqical and 
personal. Jews should be prepared, h~ver, to act:t!pt these symbols in a· 
Chri~tian place. of worship as part of Christian architecture and liturqical art." . ~ 

• Is joint '#Orship necessary or desirable? Respondinq to this question, or. Hoffman 
obse:ved: "As we inter•act more openly in a society affected by pluralism, it is 
increasingly likely that· Jews and Christians will worship to express the goals 
they share in common, the bonds which tie them.•• "Mutual understanding finds 
an expression in shared prayer.• Or. Stevick observed that since the roots of 
,..hr i s t ianity are in Judaism, it is logical that Christians will be "increasingly 
curio~. abou t those roots· and seek more authentically to understand them. 

" 
The symposiYJD i.n no way su99ested that joint worship replace separate <:enqre-
·gational pra~r. Neither did i~ imply that Christians and Jews "ought to," 
"should" or "must" worship toqether. It ad~essed itself to a -reality: that 

.Christians and Jews do occasionaly worship together. It tried to deal with the 
problems and possibilities that emerqe from those experiences. It was an initial, 
original inquiry into the content, the nature and the values of those shared 
moment~. Obviously, the results of t.'lis exploration will have to be tested in the 
sanctuaries of our faith qroups. If they prove helpful, .·o·uz. experience will have ., ..... .. 
been worthwhile. 

. .' 

'rhe Rev. Rebert L. TU.rnipseed, Chai.rper~on 
Off ice on Christi an-Jewish Relations 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Director 
Department oL Interreligious Affairs 
Union of American. Hebrew Conqrega tion 

J uly 1979 
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JDiS AND c:mus'l'llNS IN JOINT WORS BXP: 

SOME PLl\NNING PRINCIPI.i:S AND GUrDELINES 

A joint service is intended for the worship of God and for 
th~ expression and enhancement of the c;athered c:cmmunity's sense of 
comradeship and unity l::>efore God. We come toCJether, despite our 
the<>lcqical and his~oric differences, to stand before God as one body 
and to join hands in that \llhl.ch c:all.s for the highest within us. We 

seek to transcend the uqly divisions of the historic past to build 
a better relationshi~ based on respect, justice and qood \Ifill toward 
one another. Joint worship is the unitinq~for a sacred and over
riding purpose---of those who are other.iiise divided. 

It is our further intention that the experien~ of joint worship 
should be both a c:ele.bration of the relationship we presently share 

and an inspiration to continue to nurture positive , year-round inter
reli9ious c:ccperation. Even as we ac:knowledCJe what is, we are moved 
tO create what can be. 

P:;-inciples of Planning 

I .r.ten:-elic;ious worship of this kind siqnals a new day. It 
proeeeds from a comrunity of people who ar~ already to some degree in 
to~ch with one another. Since the human inclination is to stay within 
our own separate comfortable groups, it can be assumed that those who 
come to worship in an in~erreligious setting will be those who choose 
to overleap barriers of isolation, of ~ntaqonism and mutual suspicion. 

Those who plan joint services should proceed boldly, assured 
that those who attend them know that Judaism and Christlanity are 
distinct religious faiths, each possessing its own integrity. We dare 
to come together as Jews and Christians not because we are of the same 
religious faith, but because we share a sacred Scripture, worship the 
same God and live in the same community. 

Given these assumptions, a qreat responsi.l:iility devolves 
upon those who plan the service, who for:nulate for the disparate, 
gathered community a communal word, a word to which all should be. able 
to respond, "Amen." Joint worship is, first of all, corporate worship. 
In such worship, we the participants stand toqe~~er to offer to God 
and to one anot.~er a pledge of what we klelieve, what we mean and what 
we intend to· do. 

For this reason, the planning group should be as broadly 
based as possible, and should not be restricted to clergy. 
Plenty of advance time should be allowed to aecotrmodate more t.~an one 
planning session, so that differences of opinion, which are bound to 
surface, may be talJce~ through to the satisfaction of all. 



1\IC planninq princ:iples cannot be overstressed: (l) that all 
praye.rs, readinc;s, homilies - every aspect of the service - should 

use inclusive lanc;auqe1 and ( 2) that the emphasis should oe on 
that which pc'ints us to our eommon. heritaqe in God ~ to our mutual 
desire for a peaceful# and just society. 

some planners may view the above principles and the quidelines 
that follow as beinq overly prescriptive and some~hat cautious. This may 
l:>e especially true of planners who have direct experience of wa.z:m and 
close c:hurch-synaqoque relationships over a period of several yeal:'s. 
We would ask these persons to bear in mind the fact that their experience 
of inter:eUqious intimacy is exceptional, and that the suqqestions 
made here are intended to be of qreatest use to those churches and syna
gogues that have not yet had the benefit of such c:l~se and continuin9 contact. 

crltilllately, of· course, it is t,he local planninc; group that must 
assess the current state of the in1:erreliqious relationship in the community. 
The group must then. decide what is appropriate and what is not. It is 
conceivable, for instance, that the principle of "emphasi~inq that which 
unites" mi~ht, in certain ccnaunities, be consciously and temporarily set 
aside for the purpose of learninq SOJnethinq about each other. The inter
reliqious service miqht then include some exclusively Jewish and exclusively 
Christi4ri elements - tc ~ recited, sunq or prayed separately bv each 
taith qroup.. (In such a ease, education, and not joint worship itself 
would be the reason for their inclusion.) ·Such ·elements would be appro
priate, however, only w~ere sophisticated understandinq born of long and 
elose association had removed the potential for embarrassment and had 
replaced suspicion with stronq mutual trust. Whether a communi~y is 
ready for· such an experience must be deterntined by the local planninq 
qroup. The suqqestions qiven here are offered as workable norms which 
we believe will prove useful in a qreat many situations. 

Above all else, ' planners should be constantly aware that there are 
no previous models, laws or "musts" to bind them. This is a new endeavor. 
The path of least effort, of course, is to take what is familiar and tinker 
,.ith it, addinq a piece here; suhtrac:tinq there. A more imaqinative effort 
will seize upon this new opportunity to think throuqh earefully what ~e are 
about, to tailor our expression to the spe~ific worshippinq ccmmunity, to 
find n~ ways of addressing God, new symbols in our common heritage -
ashes, fire, oil and water are examples -- and to consider how they might 
be used in a contemporary way. Indeed, in all its aspects, interreliqious 
worship presents to us an opportunity to follow the biddinq of the Psalmist 
by sinqinq to God a new sonq. 

"Lift up your heads, o qates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient goors!" 

If the gates of God's house may be exhorted to lift up their heads, how 
much more might we be encouraged to loftiness of purpose and action by 
liftinq .up not only our heads, but our hearts as ,.ell -- newly, together 
in a creative experience of interreliqious worship. 

, , 
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Some Speeif ic Suggestions 

l. OCOSION ,OF SERVICE. :In addition to ~rship and a sense of unity, 
there nuqht &! an additional focus: · thank.sqivinq, either for the hol~day 
or for some commonly-achieved c;Qal; common c:o.nc:erns: peace, human ri9hts, 
c:ivi.l holidays, etc.: commemoration of the traqie: the Holocaust, 
prisoners of eonseienc:e: celebration of values we share as J'ews and Chris
ti.-!ns: the human ·family, sanctity of life, e.tc.; community or national 
_penitence. 

It is important, however, that worship not be "tacked on" as 
an extl:'a or an af terthouc;h t to !lleetinqs called for some totally other 
purpose. When interfaith worship is desiqned as part of ·a day of wor:k
in9' on comiunity concerns, for ins·tanc:e, its importance and centrality 
may be much better symboli.zed if it is scheduled within the day, rather 
than at the beqinning or the end • 

2. SITE AND SYMBOLS. It is qener_ally preferable to set the worship service 
in the "sacred space" of a syna909Ue or church. It is assumed that wor
shippers are prepared tt> accept the physical inte9rity of the .house of 
worship in which the. service takes place. The additicn of a banner or 
some other device to act as a welcome to visitors miqht be in order: a 

. menorah or Ten Ccmmandment.s in a c:hurdu a1pha and om~qa or a fish in a 
synagoque. 

The planninq <µ'OUP should be aware that Jews cannot be expected 
to use a cross or crucifix in a synac;oque. This is so for a variety of 
reasons - historical, theoloqical and personal. Jews should be prepared. 
however, to accept these symbols in a Christian place of '<o/Orship as part 
of Christian architecture and "l~turgical art. 

·-
If the service .is held in an auditorium or other "neutral .. · 

place, a symbol of each faith might be present. 

3. WEICOME. Stronc; effort should be made to make all who enter feel that 
they are most welcome. Ushers might well include leaders of the several 
eonqregations. A cordial ~elcome to everyone who enters; deliberate seat
inq together of people from various faith conmunities; promotion of con
versation befor~ worship, even if that is usually· tabOo: these are 
desiderata. The intermin9 lin9 of people ·creates a feeling of unity even 
before we begin to pray. 

4.. PARTICIPATION. All congregations in the con:munity should be invited 
to participate and should be included in some way in the service. That 
the community may be faith.fully represented, there should. be a proper 
balance of clergy and laity, as well as of women and men, in visible 
leadership roles. 

Worshippers have every ri.c;ht to be participants, not mere auditors. 
Opportunities for singing, responses and other acts of worship should be 
provided for all assembled. 
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S. MtJS~C. Music should be planned fo:r: maxilZlml paztic::ipation. Hymns 
should }:)e sunc; by the conqreqation. Many Christian and Jewish hymns are 
suitable for this purpose. '!"he adaptation of trinitarian or ehristologic:al · 
hymns, however, should i;enerally be avoiqed, sinc:e such •camouflaginq" of 
the text is potentially offensive to JeN and Christian alike. Choose 
instead hymns whose texts deal with such universal themes as peace, the 
human family and, of c:Ourse, the special occasion for the service. 

If special choral music: is to be included in the service, j oint 
choirs are a most fitting vehicle. Here, as with hymns, the text is a 
more important consideration than the source of the music:. The service 
might l:e further enriched by music sunq Qy ·a Jewish cantor or choir in 
Hebrew and/or an Orthodox Church can1:0r or choir in Greek. In such cases, 
translations of the texts should appear in the proqram. All texts should, 
in any case, ~ inclusive of everyone present. 

Instrumental music. is always appropriate. 

· 6. PRAYERS. Prayers should be addressed to God alone, and should not be 
in the name of Jesus or of the Trinity. Fo:cms of address such as God, 
Alatight, Ruler of the Onivexse, Eternal Creator, Source of OUr Being· are 
appropriate. Aqain, the lanquage of prayer should include all present -
Christian and Jew, male and female.* 

Fitting prayers of praise,. petition and penitene~ might be 
written for the occasion, or might be e~acted from our various prayer 
books. Ose of the t.>rd's Prayer, however, is inadvisable -- not because 
of the text itself, but. because of .its strong historical identification 
with the Church alone. 

Corporate or responsive prayer can be an especially appropriate 
way to begin the · service. Such prayer should affirm the uniqueness., in
tegrity and validity of each of our faith communities, and should express 
clearly the fact that we come toghether before God not because we are or 
should be one :body, but because the oneness of the God we worship at once 
includes and tl:anscends even ocr honest differences. 

(Note: These sugqestions about prayer in interreliqious worship 
are equally applicable to non-religious observances at which clergy are 
often asked to deliver· the invocation or benediction: <;raduations, banquets 
and the like. The purpose of prayer in such circumstances is to represent 
the entire assembly be.fore God. It is therefore inappropriate to exclude 
some of the assembly by offering exclusively Christian or pointedly Jewish 
prayers.) 

7 . RDU>INGS. Use of Jewish and Christian Scripture is fully in accord with 
the intent of the service. The aim should be to select the universal. The 
p:t'inc:iple to be observed is to emphasize that which unites, and not to point 
up that which qivides. '11le non-polemical use of Jesus 1 name and teachings 
in readings from Christian Scripture or in homilies is perfectly in accord 
with this principle. Readings from "'IOrld literature, too, migh1: well be in 
order. It should be borne in mind, however, that this is to be an experience 
of worship and that such materials should not, therefore, be overly prominent. 

6/ 19/ 79 Revised text 
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Rabbi Morrison O. 8411 
TemQle Sinai, Summit, N.J. 
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The Rev. Max PrsilipptH 
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Associate Pastor. St. Paul's LL.:theran Church 
New York 

Th• Rev. Robetr L. Tumipsftd 
United Methodist Church · 
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Associate Director on the Commission of Faith 

and Order 
National Council of Churches 
New York 

Ths. f1ev. WiHiam L. Weiler 
Director. Ofhca on Christian·Jewish Relations 
National Councim of Churches 
New York 
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ce.partment of Interrelig-ious Affai.rs 
maoN OP AMERICAN tmREW CONGREGA T:t_ONS 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New ~ork, N.Y. 10021 

'nlis document has be~n endorsed by the A~isory Committee of the Office on 
Christian-Jewish Relations of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the u~ S.A. in the hopes that as an ·initial inquiry it_ c:;~n be. a basis for furt.~er 
study. It is not a policy statement. It is not be be construed as an official 
statement of attitudes or policie~ of the National Council. 

•Guidelines and suq~estio~s on this subject are available from both Jewish 
and Christian sources. Recent publications include the following: 

(1) "Glossary of Substitute Terminology" (Reform Jewish, 1976). write 
Annette Dawn, Task Force. on Equality of women in Judaism, New York 
Federation of Refoxm Synaqoques of the Onion of American Hebrew 
Congre<;ations, 938 Fifth Avenue, N~ York, N.Y. 10021. 

,., ; 
\ 

(2) "Guidelines for ~voiding Sias" (Lutheran Church in America, n.d.). 
Write Office for Communications, Lutheran Church £n America, 231 Madison ·Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 10016. 

(3) . "TO-ward More Inclusive Lanquage in the · Worship of the Church" (Unitf!!d 
Methodist, 1979) •. Write The Community Council, Wesley Theologi~al 
Seminary~ 4400 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20016 
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TO: Department of Interreliqioua Ufa.Us 
onion ot Amez:ic:an Hebrew COnqre<Jationa 
~8 Pifth Ave. 
Nev Yorlc, lr. Y. lOOll. 

Pleaae send me: 

Quantity Cost 

COpies of address l:>y Prof. Lawrence Boffm.an: 
•01risti.an-Jewish Jo~t Worship 
A Jewish PE!rspective1 

COpies of address- bJ' Prof. Daniel Stevick: 
"Jews and Christians in Joint Worship 
Prolilema and Perspectives* 

Cassette of Joint Worship Service 
----- (sine; le tape) 

cassette of Joint worship Service plus 
-----· addresses by Prof. Lawrence Hotblan and 

Prof. Daniel ~tevick 
( 3 tape package)" 

total 

$1.00 ea. 

$1.00 ea. 

$10.00 ea. 

$20.00 ea. 

c:heclc enclosed - amount 

(Please m.alce check payable to: 
Oepartment of Inter~eliqious Affairs) 

Nu. 

Address 

CITY AND STATE ZIP 

0%'9aniza tJ.on or J.nsti tµ tion 

date of order 

date order filled 
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The Purpose 

Jews and Christians do worship together on 
special occasions. Is it really worship? What 
problems emerge from these experiences? 
What types of prayers are appropria1e? What 
elements are essential for Jews and Christians 
in joint lilurgical even1s7 Should the name of 
Jesus be used7 The lord's Prayer7 

Questions such as these have vexed both 
.
1 
Jews and Christians as thoy have planned and 
participated in joint worship. 

The conference.will explore at least these 
questions. 

A model worship experience will begin the 
day and be discussed. liturgical experts from 
the two faiths will share their expertise. 

The Goal 

Based upon the insights of Iha participants, a 
steering committee will develop and publish 
Guidelines for Joint Worship. 

For Whom Is the Conference? 

Clergy, theologians and lay people interested 
and involved in liturgy. Chairpersons of inter
religious committees and congregational wor· 
ship commiltees are especially invited to attend 
and participate. 

The Program 

9:30 Aeg1strat1on S1. Peler"s Church 

lall morning sessions will be conducted a1 the Church! 

10:00 An Experience or Jo1n1 Worship. Service p1epa1ed and conduc1ed by Rabbi 
Sheldon Zimmerman and.Rev. Ralph E. Pe1erson · 

10:30 Chrjs1ian Perspectives on Joint Wo(ship 
Prof. Daniel 8. S1evick 
Professor ol Liturgy and Homiletics 
Episcopal Oivinily School 
Cambridge. Mass. 

The Jewish Perspective on Joint Worship 
Pror. L~wrence Holtman 
Professor of liturgy 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish lnstilule of Religion 
New York City 

12:30 Lunch: Central Synaoogue Meeting House 
(l!_fternoon sessions at the Synagoguet 

1:30 Presentation of draft Guidelines by panel 

2:16 Coffee 

2:30 Small Group Sessions: Sharing experiences/tormuta1ino 1ecommendations 

4:00 Conclusion 

·. 
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Jewish-Christian Panel Planning 
Guide for Special-Event Worship · 

BJGEORGZ VEC3E'Y 

I A Jome J~ cmnmittee is 
abouc ta issue a set at guidel.ine:s for inter· 

I taim wonllfp services u special ewncs. 
· iadudlng boUdays such as Thanlcsgiving 
and pU>llc e'V'elltS 3UCb as c:cmmemora
ttoas ot tbe Rolacausc. 
n. gutdeliiles. In prepuaaoa tor ,.., • 

. cral moams. drew crttic:ism recmUJ by 
! same Ortbada Jewtsta teaders. dler a 
• O!i WWW/ last montb In wbicb a rUbt 
j and A nd""ter beld a joint servtce la New 
1 

Yortr. Clcy as part at an all-4ay dbcmsfaa 
I a!lauC pidetJDes. . 
' ne auUion ot me guidelines, a Cl1P'I of 
! wb!ds was made a'l&ilable to lbe New 

I 
Yortc nmes. say mac they are noc a,tnc 
ta blur dlsttactlom betwftll the twa 
faitbs, but I.bat they &ft trying to suggest 

1 • .servtce for Jews aDd CbNtiam wbo 
want to worship~ Oil speda1 oc:ca-
sUm. . 

. 'Coaclmed and Dee;tly ~ 

R.abbl Betnud Raeenswdg. ~dent 
ot !be Ibbbtnical C.Qwx:U ot America. a 
l.~embet O~ gr'DUl), ca.Ued lD
ter1aitb worship "treasonous." 

ln a joint statement, Rabbi Rmemwdg 
Uld Juilus Buman, president ot tlle 
Ualon ot Onhodm Jewisb Ccmgregac.lom. 
Aid. .. All segmatts of &be Jewub a:n:n
mumty musi be s;reat1y caaceme:S and 
deeply pained at tb1s ettcn to Q'eAle a 
,... rellg1oa out ot pieces ot the two.'' 

Tbia view was cb&lleaged ~bt 
· four Brickner, director of iiiiUiiIJ
gicus &J~ the UIUm ot Ammcair 
Beerew Coagrepttoas.. wtUdl CDJper• 
aCSS witb Ille NatioaaJ CouDd1 at tbe 
OmrcJ:Jes ot Ou1.st la wntiq tbe pido-
Uaes. ' 

'"'nley weren't there. and Chey are ~ 
ting it badcwvds. '' Rabbt Brtdner saJd 
l&sc week ot tbe Ortbodox leaden. " We 
bave lml.3ted ail &Jcmg mat uie nwa re.ll-
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MOOEL SERVICES 

prepared by 

Rev. Ralph E, Peterson 
Pastor, St. Petar 1 s Clurch 

New York Ci ty, N.Y. 

and 

Rabbi Sheldon Zinmerman 
Central Synagogue 

New York City, N,Y. 
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CPENl.N G .iiMN 
I 

INTRODUCTION BY 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor and Rabbi 

Prai·.:(' rhe L·lrJ. to W~(Jm t>ur r!li~c is due! 

. ! "'TJ:i o?i''' "!'i10;i " 11i~ 

. • • t ; • ' • • • ,, ' 

. , . ' 
Pr~i~cd be the LorJ. ·to whurn O'-'r pr.use L.~ Jue, 
nuw anJ for C\'Cr! 

RESPONSIVE READINGS 

CREATION 

Th~re lives a God. 
God's presence is the grandeur pervading the world 

There lives a God. 
Heaven and earth alike reveal r.od'J power and ~lory 

Day and nig~t, mountain, meadow and lake 
$pring and au~um.n. growth and decay 

Time and eternity, stars in their course~ 
All are witness to divine creative will. 

, ~ ~!;~~ iit< i;i~ ,c?w;:: 1?9 .u~;:r~~ :~ ,iTl?~ lii~· · 
. ',z,;Tri~ ~i1~1 c;7~ ~'Y . . . . . 

9Pt"ai.scd ~ lhc: L.orJ our Cod. Ruler uf th<' uni\'en.e, -...·ho rn~kc.~ 
light and ..:r~.accs ,Jar!.:n.esi. who orJain$ pc:icc and fashion~ 21t 
chin gs. 

REVEUTION 

There lives a God: 
God's presence is the glow in che human he~rt 

There lives a God . 
w~ meet the Divine in the joys of human lvVC . 

We see Cod in our vision of a better world : 
When we choose life and blessing .:md 
turn from de3th and descruct-Lon 

We hear Adonai in the still, small voice of conscience . 
We St!nse Adonai in our unending searc'.1 for truth, 
a search from Sinai until now. 

There lives a God, and in love we unite with ~h~ Divine 
as we call Adonai One. 

--····--:---:-.· ~·";'·_:~·.~'--. ~-: . ·--:,, .. ·7---. ~ ·~~:..} ... r,;--,·. _ ........ -=---:-···--.;,-.""'l""""""'l""-.. 
. ··-· . . 



SHMA & V'AHAVTA 

! ~ :~ , 1r=:1~t:! :~ :i,~l~ Vr;ct 
}kar. 0 lsrali: dtt Lor J L' ovr G-"'. 11~ I "'T.i u OM: 

!-rl{! o'(;y~ ~rii:1?9 -ri:l.? c~ .,,.,~ 
Bit.sud iJ Hu glon,iw.s t:ngdom for tvtr and t''tr ! 

.. 
I 

. ~~-?11~~r?~11~:t??~-? ,,~~ =~ ~ "~~1 . ~~.,!( ,at•:, ;1;rr ,~~ ~ .;i~., c•"1:tT.' 1';:?1 

"lr;t~~~' .~·~ it:'~~ o;i 1'"1~11 ·i'R? ~ 
· "t~P~' -,~1 ·in; 

You shall low tlst I.ma )")Ur Wd m1l1 all your mirul. with 
411 yQur stTmgrh, wida all your bti111. • 
Stl rli~ Wl)rds. wluclt l .:otnma1t&I ~\> 11 rh1:i d.1.v. "I'\'" yow1 
ht&.1rr. T<adi 1htn1 fu11hji.lly to .wur dulJ un; l ptlllt of tht711 
111 ycwr nC'ltlt tlnd Ott \'"Ur \VO)', wh.ni .~''le fit d&)Wlt ~Jt1f Wfttn 

~·011 ri~ "F'· 

~~;ii , ';l'~' !! r ~ n!>~=~ 1'~ , 1-i;·'~ n1~7 C1'lr;'R' 
. ;·'Jvcp~1 , 10·~ nirt~¥ 

8it1d rh4.·m iU a sip UJ.'\m your hanci; !tt rltnn bt a .symbol 
bf_tOre ~our CJ't' ; 11um« thtn1 11n lltt door posts "} Y"'" r 
ltowt, cmd "" )'C'Wr g"ca. 

C'~R ~·~::n ' 'Qi~~~-nt.t °"''lll li~!f:t lll9? 
r:~ ~J!~ 'J'.1tqii1 i~~ ·Cl.?"ij~~ :~ ';.~ .o::i';:J~H~ 

.~·;"i~H n 'lH .c•;i"M' c:J? m,;T, o·-i~ 
f • tit r t • '-t • • • , t • • .,_ I • 

Sc: mindful of all My m1czvoc, and Jo thtm: io sh•ll you 
conSC"cr:ice yourscl-.c:s co your CoJ. I, che Lord. ~m your Cod 
who It'd you ouc of E)0·pt co be: yn'Jr Cod: I, chc l.1m i , ~m 

y" ur Cod. 

• • 
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TEFILLAH - Lut:heran Book '-'>f . wor·ahi7' 

Blessed a.re you, O Lord our God, ki~g uf r:h~ universe .. 
for in your wisdom you have formed us . 

You feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 
We bless you and - praise your name forever. 

You set free those who are bound. 
We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You raise u~ those .whose courage falters. 
We bless you and prai~e your name f1Jrever. 

You provide for our every need. 
Accept our p.rateful praises. 

You have called us from a11 peoples. 
We rejoice and bless· your name forever. 

You bless your people with peace. 
We bless you and praise your loving grace. 

B less.ed are you. 0 Lord our God. king of the uni verse. 
for in y<iur wis.dorn you have fnrmcd us. 

PSALMS Psa.t~ 104: 21~-35 

II P~ntm tJJ 

A CELEBRATIO~ OF OUR T'Ri\DITlONS 

Th\.: ·rcr. C11rt11nanJrrH~rH.\ .rni.::!1~ rr1t•!' 

1. I. THF. ~uan. :\. '' rnt a Cou ~ho k,l ~nu 11111 1,t tiw !Jr. .I 
''' ~~·rt. •>ut uf ~ h.: huu'C.: 11( 1~111d.l~~. 

1? ~:zz:i~', . ·~-?~· o·-n~ i:l';".1·:,~ 1?~\.· K' -
.nr;~~ }'~tq .,~~1 '~''?':) o·~r¥~ -:~~ ;;~v:r;i·?~~ '?9f 
~·~r ~::r'? . ~i:ri:i~r:i,.s . r:~~ nf}~i? 0~9; i~t"t1 
.,ll n~~ ~i~ ,R, , ~~ '~ ,,;:r,~ :: ·~j~ • .:i . ~:r!;~·;:i 
~,~~~~ iC?IJ .-rV?!l: . ·~-::v~ o·v~!~~') c·~~~-';-~· . ~·;:;: 

I \ f • 

· · . ·ri;:;~ '"'!.'~'~ ·:::i;'{"."' 
I • • • • 

::. Y • 1t .>HAlt. ll\'.I • .. 1.11111.Jt 1 •• 1n·, r..1 , : 1>1 \II You · l: .. :l 1 · ·• 

(:rv~ for ~·01..1rsd1· .;rn 1n1a!i!~· l n<.' !il..cn·:ss , .j .11•yth1:11..! in d .. 
hn1\t·n~ Ji"-O\' t', or r•n lilt' t"Jr:h ~,·lo''· •.1r 11l 1! :., ·.'..1t1·1~ 1111. : ·: ~ 

th<' t'Jrth. '•lll ~h..d: n •>l ''"r~h1p 1h:·m or :s..n.- 1!:. : 1•. :, ,, I ,,.x 
Lor.:i •;our C:,">J :t:ll J ,fc:m.mJ1111! c; .. J. intlinin~ d w , ins ol r~.\· 

p.ircn~~ Uf"i O lhl.'ir dHIJn·n. llf.'<Hl tllL' thirJ JllJ !i111rd: ·.:~ ::, 
~:--.mc111' d chest' \\'!111 lrJtc• \k. t··:11 ,j,,I\\ in.:. 'ltl.'.u..lf.1·: 1•1\·1· '" 

thous•nd' ol ~'-~'": .lll• •ll' .. f •i.11 .,· whn lo,·~ \k .ind l-1·1·>' ~· ;, 
c.111llt~ 1Jndnlc::t {). . 

... _:· 



REDEMP'r!ON 

to l\E unu:o.tF.n 

This u our truth: th'-" On~ l.oJ ~alb fc•nh ~n~ frum no<i'\in~· 
nm. md m.la.cs Jll rhin~ Ont' • . . 

Sue \\·c are nor Y"t rm~ in f.ict: our human r.ace i-c broki:n inr1, 
fngmmu. ind w~ \l.·4ir to be' ~dcm1l'J inm ~ l~~rin~ 11nicy. 

8'~J i.s cltt :im< to .:arHt, wltcm Jll will 111 la.u bt ont. 

\Vhil~ hatred rules thC' urth,, rcJ~·111pti•1n will nCIC come. 

Ltt dtt "4y l!iit ~'" "'""' l<'''t "'ill rult rlti.s 'IA'(trld. 

t.:ntil people rnum (rotn their \'lilc from c:ach ocher. rcJi:mp
tion 'AiJl noc _COll1C'. 

l..tt "II a1U bt t:uitd; etMr aut .trvm tJn: .:netrlti.r, tht ail.: of 
G(s,f s prnnict jrtJm ~'14r li .. ·tJ. 

tJaril we rotore the lawlCSj rn ch~ir ffUC' sth·es Jnd rek.indle 
8l ch.en• ;.he: !park of GoJ. re·:ie1nption will nu< come. 

Lit iu 1ilio StsJrch ,11;t thl .• 14.lw~ in ''"r 4'Wn stJuls. c.1n4i Jtr11t..~i .. · 
;., T'fTPr.1\'C' I~. 

't\'bilc wt care only for oursdvc~. reJrmprion will lll')C cu11::.:. 

Ltt owr ~"'rts bt mt\\•d b~· elk· mistr.v 1Jf "'h'r~ tJnJ dttrt wr...zt 
a.st ht dartd. 

,,.,~ 

. ~tt,;i• '~l , .. , ,Y,H . . . . . . . . ' . 
lasttl is tht Lord. ,..·Ito nill jwljill the rime 'f rt1J~mrti~ fo r 
lJroti and all tht '"'°"rid. 



~1! ACTS 2: 1·21 
~he Ao~P~le~ Creed 

SlLENCB and ADORATION (each to his or her own cradicio1 

AS JEWS •••• 

AS CHRISTIANS .. .. 

V 3F.NEDiC'"ICH 

VI CLOSlN G :r.frlN 
. :-

f.(JR TllUH i1"iVI ,,'.: 1: :'icy? 

,.\'~~~ UV?P. :~ , c?iv;:t 1?9 , 1J·~~~ :: . :ii,~ ,,.,~ 
.:"rJir. '2:1.,~ vio~'? 'Jl;f 

~~!5CJ is th<' Etrm:al. our f';."°'· Rulr.r nt' \h1: unm:r:-<. \.\ho 
hJllnw!I us wirh Hr.c \Jitz\'u< • .inJ i:<•mm.mds 11~ cu "."\!·•~"· in 
tnt' ~ruJy of Tor.ih. ~ · 

i~.V ·~~ • ~ .. ~~ 1J:1~n ·i~'TT't.t . u·::r'7~ :: . ~~ 1Jl01 
r.•; 1~~ ~~ • ~~~ ~~;te ;i;~r; · i,~l;i~ M'~ 
:ii-i; -~ 1!1.,1r1 '17?i~ .i9;' 'µli' u'z? , i,~1~·: 

. • ~Mifu' 1.c11i, min ,o~o:i , ,, .,,,;i:-< 
• ' ; ! !I ' ' • ~ : • ., f • 

El~mal our <;oJ, m:akt" ~ worJs of Your 1·-Jnh ~wc~t LO \U, 

anJ hJ th< Hou~ ui l,;r~tl. Your ~orll.". rh..ic we 40.l t)ur l.'h1l· 
1lrcn ma~· h.- lov~n of Ynur n.unc anJ studc:nu oCYour T urJtl. 

Slc'i..~ \S rh" ~tern.al. lht> Tu(hcr ofTunh co Hb p('1•rh: !'rlc-1. 

THE LORD Is PRAYER 

'"\.-. re:7'l ti' nn ia invited tn fnltow the RHbbi nnc t!-.e PHf1tl")r intn 
l •. e cong b 1 • 



n~ :: ~r. ~~ '~ . ~:er~ i·:::r~~ :~-or.i:;c ~;e::i ~" l 

• tcic,f, 1WMM ~-,~~ 
' • • : • • t ~ 

3- Y•>t: SH.o\&,.L :-COT L"' 0"1·. THR ~·°''mm· 1 11t! l.uan \uc-~ <~>~· 

WTTH llAJ.IU; for the LDrJ Ii~ l'b>C h"IJ );t1ihh.-s..r o"c wh(• 
iin·okcs His n2nu: wuh nuli.ct-. 

• 
1''~1 -C~l! ~e~ r.~ . i~~ n~ ~i·-n~ ,,~! ~ 
~t:i H~ :;~?~ ,~7 n;~ ,~, .. ~~ oi'~ · 1V~~~i?.i,;' 
, i1JZ?f1~1 1z:t~l TI~' , i~.;1 i~, ~~ . rT~M?~ ; . 

~~•·-' n~ : :i~v c"~-r:~ ,~ .1'1m ~ ~-m 
: 'l?"~~:J er.·:; Ii;: . ~~-',-?.,,~~ c:vn~ , r~~;:rri~: 

.1.11¢ !~~l n~~ry ci··n\t :7 i1:l J~-',J; 
4-· · R.l''.\U. '·111-M ·nu S.~U .. \"t'll l>U .\~ ! I .-Pf.\• lt lh.>LT. ~! Ja\"5 

WU \ "OU l.1l-<Jr and d.J ~l \'(\\If woe~. hut du~ ~vnuh d~V' ·i~ . . . 
a ntiih~ch oi th~ Loni your GoJ: yuu >h•ll Jo no wurk - you, 
rcxar \C.>n or dlu~httt. ~our wr-.·:mu., .•t°1Ut Jom~l( a.nin1.1l\, 
or th~ >'tn11~er in ~ow c01nn1t11un·. Fur in $i~ J~ys the l..nrrl 
ni:u:k h\!J\•:n .uld ~.uth. tile.' ~.i • .&nJ .11! 1h.1\ i> in ch~m; 1h~n 11\! 
n.~ccd on tn~ SC'\·c:nth JJ• . Thcrcfoc-~ the: Lor.i blc.-s!t"d 1hc: 
5.lob.ith Ja~ .inJ all~d it hdy. 

~~· ·:r .~: l1~"!~( w~~ · 1·?t:e·n~) ;·~tc·n~ ,~ '? ~ 
• -,i, ·;nl ":'l•;i-<,~ ,..~~M ;-i· .• r~~::-i ' ., ~ ""' ,, . ~ ... - ' 

' · Hu~oi: nirit F:\TH• 11 \ .~u 1'0: ·11. ~· 1 r :-t1 ~. ch.it ,·ou ni~\ 
l11n~ l·nJ;J r~· IO th.: l~nJ du1 In~ LnrJ ~ .. ,.r l ;,,J b.;, ~~ (fl you . 

• M~il"I N', " . .. 

. :Ulrl N~ n .. 
!I Yot· , •• \l.L :-oor Hr. \l . 

. 
. ,~! i!l '9~ ".!~ ;i~~J}'"N? :: 

,.,;~·1 · 1¥~ nt?~ ,or:J'}~~~ -1~"'} n'~ ,,,,'!~ ~~ ~ 
· 1¥17 ;~ '~) , iom iiiery . int?t"! 

10. )u,· ;-.11,11. ~or 1.o,·1o1 .• 11u:- m1~hh<lr\ h1.uS<". )ou sh.111 
" " ' co'c:t \11~:r nl"1~hbor~ ,\If~ . n11r h is '~n.inr' . 1111r his ,Ju l,·. 
n1" .an:. rhir.i! t h.lr 1 < ·'"'ur uc.-1:..:hhur ·· 



p. 6 

' \ 

!ou ""~·e:n& · "to:rth:'·::yg~~·~1B:-.t:~ ·_._,. __ .__~·-'··-.::..;._.::.~.~""--': : : .. ,~ ............. _···-···· ·-··--:.. .. ""·······- ···-·-·-··· 
and they are created; · 
and so you renew the face of the earth. · 

MAY. THE GLOR:? OF THE LORD ENDURE FOREVER; 
MU Tm: LORD REJOICE IN ALL BIS WORKS. 

He looks at the earth and it trembles; 
he touches the mountains and t.hey smoke 

I 1N!U. SING TO THE LORD AS LONG AS I LIVE; 
I WII.I. PRAISE MY GOD WH.II.E I aA V:: MY BEING. 

ll I PSA.ll( l.33 Refra:!.l1/'Howeve~ far we are scattered 

lV 

., . 6 

v 

· He draws u.s together again. 

Af3 CliRISTIA.NS. ... Our Father in heaven, hallowed 'be your name, 
, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

LITAllY 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread.. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver 'JS 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are yollrS, now and forever. Am.e!l 

Urlng God, 
surrounded as we are 
'by t.b.e full weight of yoi.;.r glo-ry, 
let us catch glimps~s of it 
as we go on eur way, 
so that our faith 
may be full of excitement, 
ll f e may sparkle, 
and the future 'be bright with promise, 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

We thank you 
for all the proeple 
who strike sparks of your glory 
from the stuff of human life: 
prophets and preachers, 
teachers and scholrs, 
poets, artists, musicians and writers
ma..ld.ng the ordinary and commonplace 
all ve with meaning; 
plumbing the depths of grief and joy; 
setting up signs 
to mark our way to the heart of truth 
LORD IN ~Oun !~CY HEJ,R OUR PRAYER. 



p. l I 

p.4 ll 

OPENING HIUN 

The God of Abrlllam praise, Who reigns enthroned above, 
Ancient of 9Verlastillg days, And God of love. · 
Jehovah, great I Am! ~ eArth end heav•n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blen; . 

The-God of Abr&.ham praise, At whose suprene coms.nd 
From earth I rise and seek the joys At his right hand 
I all on earth .t'orsake- Its wisdom fame, and pow'r 
And him m:f only portion make, My' shield and tow'r. 

~ God who reigJ&r on . big.b. The great archangels sing, 
And "Holy, holy, holy! " cry, "Almighty King! 
Who was, and is, the sane, And e·vermore shall be: 
Jehovah, Father, gr~at I am! We worship thee!" , . 

PSAll! 104: .25-34 

0 :U:,rd, how manifold an your works~ 
In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your crea tu.res. 

YONDER IS THE GREAT AND WIDE SEA 
WITH ITS LIVING THINGS· 
TOO MANY TO NUMBER, CREATURES BOTH SMALL AND GREAT. 

There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, 
.. whii:h you have made 

for the sport of it. 

ALL OF THIM LOOK TO YOU 
TO GIVE 'l'HEU THEIR FOOD IN DUE SEASON • 

You give it to them: they gather it 

" --~-

You open your hand, and they are filled with good things, 

YOU HIDE YOUR FACE, AND THEY ARE TE.RPJFIED: 
YOU TAKE AWAY THEIR BREATH, 
AND THEY DIE AND RETURN TO THEIR DUST. 

I 
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We thank you 
for every event, 
pai.nt'ul or pleasant, 
that has opeDed our eyes, 
li.fted our hearts, 
brought us to life 
or pointed us beyond itself 
to some de~p . t:ut.h 
of nature or humanity, 
or given us a glimpse of your passing presence 
which ca1ls us to follow 
to brave new advent~s 
for you 
and aJ.l yo\11: fellow human beings. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY IiF.AR OUR PR.Ana 

Great God, 
we 4rt! glad for the uni verse 
1ou have created: 
for light, 
for earth end sky, 
for d.r1 land and sea, 
for plan-ts and trees, 
fruit and seeds, 
for sun and moon and stars 
LORD IN YOUR UERCY HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

We are glad for the birds, 
for fish in the wat ers, 
for cattle and reptiles, 
tor all the wild beasts 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY HE.AR OUR PRAYER. 

We are glad for your making of h~d 
to be like yourself; 
for male and f e.male 
for the seed of life. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

We are glad for human skill and 1..~ventiveness, 
planting crops and reaping harvests; 
coo.king food and building houses; 
making wheels and using power to drive them; 
conquering gn.vi t y and flying liJce birds; 
shooting rockets into space 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY BEAR OUR PR.AYER • 

• ••• : ~· ··~-:·•-:• ••••-~• "':\: •••-; ·:- ,·• .. .... •• •·----.---,.;,,,.... -:;-";'-:":"'r•• •·-·;-~·-.. I·~;~ .. ~·:-•• .,°::"''"II'.--:---, -'':'1"f.,..:• .••--_, • ·---· ,,._ •• ,,.,. .. .,.. ,,.,_ •- -• • --



We ar1! glad for the dreams we dream, 
ot conquering time as well &a space 
cd trave111ng to the tartbest stan; 
ot using all the resourees ot the um verse-

. for power, for heeling, for peace and plent.7, 
to tlle glory ot nature, httmanft7 
and you. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY BEAR OtlR PRAn:a. 

We are glad 
and ft praise you, 
commi ting ourselves 
through your law and spil"it, 
in your :came, 
to life: 
its Joys, 
its hopes, 
its promises, 
for the sake of all manJcind. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY HEAR OUR PRAD:R. 



.. 
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Immortal, invisible, Ood only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, :most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, V'ictorioU9, ~ great name we praise! 
' 

Unresting, unhastillg, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, :thou rulest in m:ight; 
~ Justice lil:e Dl:)UCltaillS high soarillg above 
1'lly clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all, lite thou g1 vest, to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the tl"'UI! life of all; 
We blossom and nourish like leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish, 'but nall@bt c:hangeth thee. 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
Thine angel)I adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
'Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

-~ 



•' c 

When the da3" of Pentecost had come, they were all toget.her in 
one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven li.J£e the rush of 
a mi.ght7 :;tiid, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And thel'"e· appeared to them tongues as or· fire, distributed and 
resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and begen to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 

· Now then were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,. devout men from every 
nation under heaven. And at this sound tbe multitude ca.me together, 
and they ·were 'bewildered, because each one heard them spesldng in 
his own la.DgUage. And they were amazed and mdered, sayillg, "Are 
not all these who are spea.Jd ng· Galileans? And how is 1 t that we 
.hear, each of us in hi~ own nati·re language? •• • 

And all were amazed and perpl:-exed, saying to one. another, "What 
does this mean?"' But others mocking said, "They' are· filled with 
new wine." 

. . 

' . 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his v.:>ice and addressed 
them, ''Men ot Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and give ear to my words. For these men are not drtm.k, as 
you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day; but this 
.is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

'And in the last days it sball· 1be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon ill nesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your yo'l.lllg men shall see visions, 
anri your old men shall dream dreams; 
yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants in those days 
I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall PI'l:?Phesy. 
And I will show wonders· in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth beneath, 
boood, and rire, and vapor of smoke; 
the sun shaJ.1 be turned into darlcness 
and the moon .into blood, 
before the day of the Lord comes, 
the great and manifest day . 
And it shll be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall. be saved. 

(. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his ~ Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived 'by the power of the Holy' Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
Eie suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was 'buried. 

He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to Judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the commll%lion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection or the body, 
md the· life everlasting . Amen 

... 
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The GArnerican <jewish Committee· 

Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street. New York, N.V. 10022 • 21~751-4000 ·Cable Wishcom, N.V. 

· . . 

November l , 1982 

Dear Participant in the United Methodi st-American Jewish Committee 
National Conference at Stony Point, New York, November 9-11, 1982: 

Enclosed you will find the program of our conference. 
Please note the change in starting time. We will be~in with lunch 
at l2:30 PM on Tuesday, November 9th, and conclude with lunch on 
Thursday, November 11th. 

If you need transportation to Stony Point, a van will leave 
from the Interchurch Center at 475 Riverside Drive in Manhattan at 
1O:30 AM. sharp on Tuesday, November 9th. Pl ease ca 11 me if you 

·wish a place in the van that is provided by the Conference Center. 
Otherwise we will assume that you have made your own travel ar
rangements. 

We anticipate an exciting meeting at Stony Point and look 
forward to seeing you then. 

AJR:FM 

Encl. 

.~dially yours, 

• • ... l J,. ) · I 
\. \. -IT 

. ,, V\C.,....,,.'\.1_,,, Ra~~ Ja es Rudin 
As~i~tant National Director 
lrtt~rreligious Affairs 

82-7,00-98 

MAYNARD I. WISHNER. President • m OONAlD FELDSTElN. Executive Vlca-4>1esideot 
HOWARD I. FIUEDMAN. Chairman. Board of Governors 11 THEODORE ELLfNOFF. Chairman. National Executive Council • ROBERT l. PELZ, Chairman, Board of Trustee.! . a 
E. ROBERT GOODKIND. Treasurer 11 MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary • ELAINE PETSCHEK, As$0Ciate Trmurer • ALFRED H. MOSES. Chairman, Executive Committee • 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PiilUP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER • Honorary vlce4'1esidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN. MARTIN GANG, 
RUTH R. GOODARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. ASHER. Honorary Chainnan, Na~onal Execlllive Council • MAURICE GUNERT, Honorary Treasurer 
• Executive Vice.fresldents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON. BERTRAM H. GOLD • Vice~esidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore: EDWARD E. ELSON. AUanta: RICHARD J. FOX. Philadelphia; ROBERT 0. GRIES, 
Clevtland: RITA E. HAUSER, New Yort: HARRIS L. KEMPNER. ' JR_, Galvestnn: JOHN D. LEVY. SL Louis: HAMILTON M. LOEB. JR .• New Yoll; LEON RABIN, Dallas: GORDON S. ROSENBLUM. Denver; 
JOHN H. STEINHART. San Franciseo • ' 
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UNITED METI!ODIST CHURCH - AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
STONY POINT, NEW YORK - NOVEMBER 9-11, 1982 

Tuesday 
November 9, 1982 

Afternoon Session 
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

Evenin~ Session 
7:30 PM-10:00 PM 

Lunch - buffet style in dining room 

"The Current State of Christian-Jewish Relations" 

Dr. J. Warren Jacobs 
Associate General Secretary, General Commission on Christian 
Unity and lnterreligious Concerns, The United Methodist 
Church, New York, _New York 

Rabbi A. James Rudin 
Assistant National Director, Interreligious Affairs, 
American Jewish Committee, New York, New York 

Supper - buffet style in dining room 

"Perspectives on Pluralism for the 1980' s" 

Dr. Paul K. Deats, The Walter G. Muelder Professor of Social 
Ethics, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbawn 
National Director, Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish 
Committee, New York, New York 

Discussion Groups 

1. Mission and Witness, Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman, 
Senior Rabbi, Central Synagogue, New York, New York 

The Rev. Naomi Southard 
Associate General Secretary, General Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, The United 
Methodist Church , New York, New York 

2. Theological Perspectives 
Dr. R. Benjamin Garrison, Pastor, First United 
Methodist Church, Lexington, Nebraska 

Professor Edward Gershfield 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
New York, New York 

3. Plural ism 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum/Dr. Paul K. Deats 

All sessions will be held in "Beta-A;" Housing and meeting room are in 
The Beta - Building. 
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Wednesday 
November 10, 1982 

8:00 AM 

Morning Session 
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

12:30 PM 

Afternoon Session 
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

Evening Session 
7:30 PM-10:00 PM 

Thursday 
November 11, 1982 

8:00 AN 

~lorning Session 
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

12:30 PM 

Breakfast - Buffet style in the dining room 

"Contemporary Challenges to Social Justice" 

Bishop C. Dale White, New Jersey Area (Northern 
and Southern New Jersey Annual Conferences). 
The United Methodist Church 

Albert Vorspan 
Vice President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
New York, New York 

Lunch - Buff et style in the dining room 

"The New International Agenda for Christians and Jews" 

Dr. Eugene L. Stockwell 
Associate General Secretary for Overseas Ministries, 
National Council of Churches, New York, New York 
Abraham Karl i kow ·- - · · - 1 

Director, Foreign Affairs ·· 
Ameri can Jewish Committee, New York 
Supper - buffet style in the dining rpom 

"The Influence of the Middle East Conflicts on U.S. 
Christian-Jewish Relations" 

Rev. R. Lawrence Turnipseed . 
Director, Southern Asia, National Cotmcil of Churches, 
Division of Overseas Ministries/Church World Service 

Inge Lederer Gibel 
Program Specialist, Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee, New York , New York 

Breakfast - Buffet style in the dining room 

"Prospectus for the Future" 

Dr . Robert ~. Huston 
General Secretary, General Commission on Christian Unity 
and Interreligious Concerns, The United Methodist Church, 
New York, New Yor k 

Judith H. Banki 
Assistant National Director 
Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee , 
New York, New York 

Closing Lunch 
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STONY POINT. N.Y • • Nov. 9 •.. Jewish :and Methodist refigious and academic leaders 

/ 

from all over the country meeting he\~~h -we'dnesday, are ~igorously addressing 

such questions as the following: 

* Tile Current Status of Christian-Jewish Relations. 

* Perspectives on Pluralism for the 1980's. 

* Contemporary Challenges to Socia.l Justice. 

* The New International Agenda for Christians and Jews. 

* Tile Influence of the Middle Eas~ Conflicts on U. S. Christian-Jewish Rel ations. 

Sponsors of the conference are the lnterreligious Affairs Department of the 

American Jewish Committee and the General Commission on Christian Unity and Inter

religious Concern of the United Methodist Church. It was made possible by a grant 

from the Nathan Appleman Institute for the Advancement of Christian-Jewish Understanding. 

Conference chairpersons are Dr. Robert W. Huston, General Secretary, The General 

Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, The United Methodist Church. 

New York. N. Y.; and 'Rabbi Marc li. Tanenbaum, National Director• Religious Affairs. The 

American Jewish Committee. 

Conference coordinators are Dr. J. Warren Jacobs, Associate General Secretary. 

The General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, The United 

Methodist Church, New York, N.Y.; and Rabbi A. James Rudin, Assistant National Director, 

Interreligious Affairs, The American Jewish Committee. 

Dr. Ruston declared: "United Methodists and Jews are in frequent conversation, and 

work together in a variety of interreligious contexts, but this Conference is our first 

formal dialogue meeting since 1973. However, it is not new, but a renewing experience. 

aod the Conference's timeliness highlights the need and emphasizes the commitment of 

United Methodist Christians and Jews to work together to be Cod 's Shalo~ people in the 

,...orld ." 

- more -
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Rabbi Tanenbaum asserted: "This latest conference of the United Methodist 

Church and the American Jewish Committee assumes particular importance both 

symbolically and substantively in light of the pressing events that both our 

communities face nationally and internationally. Symbolically, Methodists and 

Jews represent the mainstream of American religious and cultural life . By 

joining forces at this critical time in American history, they seek to express 

the determination to advance national unity while preserving the precious values 

of diversity. 

"Substantively, both Methodists and Jews have long and creative histories 

of advancing the causes of social justice, human rights, peace and reconcil.iation. 

Methodists and Jews have also been pioneers in upholding the traditions of 

separation of church and state and religious liberty for all citizens. 

"Those religious and moral commitments are needed today more than at any 

time in our history, and our hope is ·that this conference wil l contribute 

significantly to their advancement and strengthening." 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human 

relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights 

of Jews at home and abroad and seeks improved human relations for all people everywhere. 

11-.8-82 
82-960-353 
A; CP·; EJP; PP; REL 
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Professor Abiah.am Karp 
Department of History .. · 
Rochester U~versity 
Rochester. New York 14627 

Dear Abe: 

'· 

· June 4, 1982 

It was good to speak with you on the phone and to learn . 
'that you will be able to participate in the United Methodist-American 
Jewish Committee National Conference at Stony Point, New York an 
Novanber 9-11, 1982. 

We will begin with lunch on the 9th and will adjourn fol
lowing 11.Ulch on the 11th. I understand that · you will not be. able 
to join us witil Tuesday evening, but will be able to remain for the 
re~t of the Conference~ · 

I am deligh~ed that you will be joining us, "and I look 
forward to seeing you in November. As we get closer to the Con
ference I will send you specific details as well as information 
about travel and accommodations. 

With wannest regards, I am, 

.A.JR:FM 

/ cc: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

·. 

A. James Rudin · 
ant National Director 
eligious Affairs 

·. 
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March 19, 1982 
· ·"' 

Rabbi Andrew Baker · 

. Rabbi A. Jam.es Rudin 

Marc and I have discussed your ,suggestion 
about holding .a one day conference at Wesley 
Seminary in Washington • . It is a good id~ and 
let's go ahead with it. We can hold 'it either late .· · 
this spring or in the fall. 

. · One of the subjects :must certainly t>e . 
Israel.· .We need to discuss in sane detail the 
theme, the nmber of pec:>ple~ the speakers, ·etc. 

·We are holding a large national Methodi.st
Jewish meeting in r«Nember, so it might be wise · 
to schedule the ane day meeting prior to the 
~ember date.. I look forward to hearing from 
~- . 

Warm regards. 

c.c: 

... 
' 

/ . . 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date April 2, 1982 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbatml 

from Rabbi A. James Rudin 

subject · United Methodist-AJC National Conference 
November· 9-11, 1982 

We have been able to put together 9ur very strong Jewish delegation for the 
Methodist meet~ includmg four of us ·from I.AD. 

Professor Jane Gerber of CUNY 

Professor Edwatd Gershfield of JTS 

Kurt Kelman of the Interrel_igious Affairs Comnission 

Professor Robert Seltzer of Hunter Coll.ege 

Rabbi Bonnie Steiriberg of fb:fstra University 

Rabbi Arnold Turetsky of White Plains 

Dr. Steven Windmueller of the Albany Jewish Federation 

Rabbi Sheldon Zinnnennan of Central Synagogue. . . 

Harold Applebaum and Hyman Bookbinder. However,. Bookie has indicated 
that he may want to stay .in California following the NEC meeting in November. 
His memo asks us to wait until July for final word. I am prepared to do so 
and would like Al Vorspan as a b~ck-up. 

We do, however, need a Jewish speaker for the .International Affairs section. 
I am enclosing a .copy of the bas],c program. It promises to be· an important 
meeting. 

I wo.uld also iike to µivite several other participants to strengthen ·our 
delegation. .Inge also is in tou~h with Alpern regard~g her ~V,ailabil-
ity as a participant. 

AJR:FM 

Encl. 

cc: Judith Banki 
~n~e Lederer Gibel 

" 3 
0 , 
DI 
~ 
a. 
c 
3 
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November 20, 1981 

.Rev. Robert L. Turnipseed 

Rabbi A. James Rudin · 

United Methodist-AJC National Conference - March .16-18, 1982 

Tuesday 
March 16, 1982 

Tuesday afternoon 
2:00 - 5:00 PM 

1fuesday evening 
7:30 - 10:30 PM 

Wednesday morning 
March 17 
9:00 - 12:90 noon 

Wednesday .afternoon 
2:00 - 5:00 PM 

·--· ~lcdoesday~ eveni"r.g 
7: 30 - ~~ 0: 00 PM 

) 

Thursday m::irning 
March 18 

AJR:FM 

The Current State of Christian- Jewish Relations 
Dr. Robert L. Turnipseed and Rabbi James Rudin 

Persoectives on P1uralism for t he 1980s 
Dr. Peggy Shriver a~d Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Three discussion groups: 

a. Mission and Witness -- AJC ~esource person 
b. Pluralism -- Dr. Peggy Shriver and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
c. Theological Perspectives -- United Methodist ~esource 

person 

Contemporary Challenqes to Social Justice in the 
United States 
Dr. Randolph Nugent and Hyman Bookbinder 

The New Iriternationa l Aqenda for Christians and Jews 
br. Eugene Stockwell and A.mha-~sa.do;: .. JUJ;~:-Hauser ___ . 
(Rabbi Tanenbaum to contact fl.rnbassador Hauser} 

·- --;--

' I 

The Influence of the Mi~dle-East Conflicts on U.S. 
Chri stian-,}e~1ish Relations 
Dr. Donald Will and Inge Lederer Gibel 

Where Do We Go from Here or Prosoects for the Future 
Dr. Robert Huston and Judith H. Banki 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date March 17, 1982 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

from Rabbi A. James Rudin 

subject 

The United Methodist-A.JC National meeting 
is now set for November 9-11 at Stony Point, New 
York. 

Please make a note on your calendar. 

A..JR:FM 

cc: Judith Banki 
Inge Gibe! 
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Mr. Albert Vorspan 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
839 Fifth Avenue 
New York. New York 10021 

Dear Al: 

It was good to speak with you on the phone and I am delighted 
that you will be with us for the American Jewisb Committee-United 
Methodist National Confeence scheduled far November 9-ll, 1982. The· 
conferetice will be held at . the Stony Point, New York Retreat Center, 
approximate1y 35 miles ~ Manhattan. 

I am especially pleased that you will present a major paper 
at tbe conference. Your theme is "Contemporary Challenges to Social 
Justice in the United States." You will be joined by a Methodist on 
the same subject~ and we are devoting the entire morning session on 
Wednesday, November 10th to this important theme. 

All participants are expected to stay for the entire confer
ence. We will , of course, cover your travel and housing expenses as 
uell as offering an honorarium of $500. · 

Thanks again for ·accepting our invitation, and I will; be send
ing you ~he fillal program l!'ith all the details in the near future. With 
warmest good wishes, I am, 

AJR:FM T~ewa~J cc: Rabbi. Marc H. 

Most cordially yours , 

Rabbi A. J~dio 
Assistant National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
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Dr. Robert Huston . 
United Methodis:t Church 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, New York 10115 

Dear Dob: 

.?>fay 25, 1982 

. . . . . 
I learned of your wifets illness at the recent NCC Governing Board Meeting in Nash
ville.. I was so sorry to learn about it, and I hope she is· making a full and .speedy 
recovery.-

. . 
· The purpose -of this letter- is to bring ·you up to date on our preparations for the 
forthcoming United Methodist-American Jewish Conmittee National Conference at Stony 
Point, Nw York, November 9-11, 1982. We have been· abl~ to put together a strong 
Jewish delegation for this conference. 1-Iere is the tentative program which is, of 
course, subject to change: 

Tuesday 
November 9, 1982 

Wednesday 
Novei!lber 10, 1982 

Morning Session 
9: 00 - 12: 00 Noon 

'Afternoon 
2: 00 - 5: 00 PM 

Jtvening 
7:30 --10:30 J?M 

t~brning 
9: 00 - lZ: 00 Noon 

Afternoon 
2:00- 5: 00 ™ 

Evening 
7: 30 -10:30 PM 

Thursday lob ming 
November 11, 1982 9:00~12:00 Noon 

'"Ille Current State of Christian-Jewish 
Relations,': Dr. Robert L. Turnipseed and 
Tiabbi A. •. James Rudin 

"Perspectives on PltD"alism for the 1980s,'' 
~~. Peggy -shriver and Rabbi Marc. Tanenbaum 

Three di;>OJSsion groups: 
a. Mission and Witness - .AJC re.source peTson 
b. Pluralism - Dr. Peggy Shriver an,d Rabbi 

Marc .Tanenbaum . 
c;. Theological Perspectives - United Methodist 

resource person 

~;Contemporary Challenges to Social Justice, n 

Dr. Randolph Nugent and Albert Vorsp2!1, Vice 
President, Union of Atnerican I{ebrew Congregations 

'The New International Agenda for Christians 
and Jews, n :Dr •. Eugene Stockwell and .Ambassador 
Rita Bauser 

"The Influence of the ~fiddle East Conflicts 
·on U.S. Christian-Jewish Relations", Dr.Donald 

· t!ill and Irige Lederer Gibel 

~'Prospec1:ives for the Puture, 11 Dr. Robert 
Huston and Judith H. Banki 

I~ 



Dr. Robert Huston -2- May 25, 1982 

As of this date the Jewish delegation consists of: 

Mimi Alpern, Board ·of "c-overnors, Alrerican Jewish Committee. New York City 

·narold Applebaum, American Jew.ish Committee, New York City 

Judith H •. Bank!, .American Jetdsh r.ommittee, New York City 

Professor Jane Gerber, City Uliiversity of New York 

Professor &lward Gershfield, Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York City 

· Inge Lederer Gibel, American Jewish Committee, New York City 

.Ambassador Rita Hauser, New York City 

Kurt Kelman, Inteneligious Affairs Comnission, American Jewish Committee., Great Neck, 
New York 

Rabbi A. James Rudin, .American J~dsh ColIIIlittee, Net1 York City 

Professor Robert Seltzer, limter College, New York City 

Rabbi :Bmmie St~inberg , Hillel Fmmdation, Hofstra Univet'sity, Hempstead, New York 

" Rabbi Muc H. TApenbaum, American Jewish Ccimmittee, New York City 

Rabbi Arnold Turetsky, Temple Israel Center, \'.fnite Plains, New York. 

Albert Vorspan, Vice President, Un.ion of American ~rew Congregations, New York City 

Dr. ~teven Wi~eller, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of Albany, Albany, New York 

Professor Jonathan Woocher~ Brandeis Uicily-~ity, Waltham, · ~sachusetts 

Rabbi Sheldon Zi.rnmemm, Central Synagogue, New York City 
~ . 
~ . . . 

We have invited several oth~ people· and I eXpect to hear from them within the next 
week or so. · It p~es to be an exciting meeting, and I am looking fon~rd to it. 
In the near future we should talk about an advance press release, rnoderato:r;s, 
printed program, etc., but in the raeantime I wanted you to have .this information. 
With warmest personal regards, I am, 

. Rab A. es Ru.diil 

/

. . .Ass s t N~iti.onal Direetor 
L91t rre · gious Hf airs 

AJR: FM · · 

cc: Rabbi Marc H. Ta.neiibaum. 
Dr. Robert L. Turnipseed 




