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NOT TO BE RELEASED WITHOUT PRIOR MUiUAL CONSENT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Interreligious Affairs Director 
American Jewish Cammi ttee 
165 East 56th Street · 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

We are aware of the fact that aspects of the teachings and practices of 
the Unification Church have been perceived by you, other leaders of the 
Jewish cxnIDnunity, as well .as by' leaders within the Christian corr.munities 
as the basis for serious concerns and reservations about our movement. 

The purpose· of this official letter to you is to seek to clarify these . 
issues." 

A primary charge 1 evel ed· against the Unifi cation Church is that it is 
engaged ·in a deliberate attempt to destroy the harmony of the family. 
Thfs notion about · us has been an urifortunate misunderstanding. · lt is 
true that the Unification Church is a. relatively .new and unfamiliar 
religious faith.· Also, it has attracted much of its membership from 

. youth, and ·stresses l_iving and sharing in a COl111lunity life.;styl~_.. ·.;. . 

This is not· unllke .mariy ·reli_gious faiths in the -world.· While there ·have. 
been communal based fai~hs· in early Ameri~a . .,;·_the Oneida community, the 
:;i"io.~t:;·.:>, t;ic: Aiiihi·1,- cii1u1·19 uU1t:r·:;, -- ~i1i:). ur·ydn·izing p1incipie in ·re11-
gious l ffe is rel ati vely' .. uncomiron i 0 Arreri ca toda.Y. arid is therefore gener­
a 1 ly perceived as strange or foreign. 

As in any religious faith with a .corranunity life-style, community resrxrn­
silities and shared financial . concerns do not · always make,. it possible 
for any one member. to be a rugged individualist; that is, _to do as ·he ·· 
or she chooses at any one time. Though· the religious teachings of the · 
Unification Church stresses family ·life, the -above circumstances have 
caused some misunderstandi ng. between merrbers _of the Unification ·Church· 
and those of other fai .ths ~ and some Unifi cation Church members. and their 
inunediate families . . Our members have aiways been encouraged to strengthen · 
famii ly bonds and in the past we ha 1ie taken steps to · encourage our members 
to meet \Y'ith their parents and loved ones as often as possible because 
we have been aw~re of this problem. · we will -continue to take ~~ch steps 
ar.d will do so more vigorously ·in the .. future. · · · 

As evidence. of this· ;·ntent, we wish to make· a formal proposal to you to 
establish a mechanism that will help resolve this family problem. Master 
lists have been -~omposed of ·our .membership, both Je\~i.sh and non-Jewish. 
If there are· any questions from concerned parents as to whether or not 
their ·children are members of Uni.fi cation Church; we invite them to in­
qui re through ·the office of the National Interrel i gious Affairs Depart­
ment of the American Jewish Committee .. · _You are free to invite respJri~ · 

· sible leaders. of the Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical Chris..:.· . 
... tian co~~"i.ties to set up an intet-relgious committee to collaborate · 

. .t 

...... 
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with you in the _implementation of this PY"9gram. 

As your office or inter~religious committee forWards to us requests, we 
will make ar rangements to promptly advise as to whether or not this indi­
vidual is a mernbe~ of the Unification Church. If it turns out that a 
member. of the Unification Church has not contacted his parents, .we will 
make c~rtain that he or. she is encouraged ·to do so immediately. We hope in 
this way to help meet whatever anxieties may exist among parents of chil­
dren in the Unification Church, and thereby t o contribute to family recon­
ciliation. 

The Unification .CHurch has further been accused of deceptive tactics in 
recruiting mem_bers, including a failure to identify -ourselves adequately 
to prospective members . We, like others, are amission.ary_ church. Let 
me a~sure you that any so-called deceptive practices which may have been 
instituted in the past were against the spirit of.our movement and not 
condoned by· the Rev.' Moon.· Accordingly, we .wish to adv·ise you formally 
that all missionary work on behalf. of .the Unifi cation Church will be on 
the basis of clear· and explicit witnessing for the Unification Church. 
Though our members seek the same rights and privileges of other Americans 
guaranteed ·by the ~irst Amendment of° the United States Constitution and 

· in their rights to conduct their prjvate lives, and professional and . · 
business practices, so-called deceptive .practices have never been nor . 
are a policy of this church. We assure you that we -will carry ·out a 
vigorous . surveillance .to a-ssure that .such · deviations will not be tq.ler- · 
a·ted by our 1 eadershi p. .._,, · 

••• • • . • . ••• • • • .... .. - .. •1. - • •. • •• •. • • • : · ••. -: ·-.~·:::-~··· -~ ••• 

The Unification CHurch has been accused of anti-S.emitism, in that the 
. :n~ ·.-iiic ~liii·cfµ1c a11e:ge:ct1y 5tate5 ti·1at the: ·Jew:) ar-t: (;u11e(;·L'iv~1y ·r·esµin-
. si bl e'"for the· ·ki llfo·g ·of Christ ·and · that' ·the fr Cov~nant with. ·God has been · 
·. abrogated. While we understand· that a_ basis for these unfortunate c~arges 

have been fqund in an earl y translation of the Divine· Principle, · the · 
Unifi cation · Church is in the process of. developing a new, updated :conmi.en-
tary ·based on t~e best of contemporary scholar-Ship. .. .. .· . 

Unti·l tnat ·commentary is completed, we wish to make clear to y.ou in un~ 
ambiguous tenns our theological .views toward Judaism and the Jewish peo­
ple: 

The ·unification CHurch believes that the Jews are not a cursed nor re­
jected pe:>ple, nor are they .today or at any ti me to· be heJ d qJll ecti vely 
.or individually, responsible for the Crucification of Christ. · We share . 
with other enlightened Christi.ans the belief. that · the sins of mankind 
are respons'ible for the death of Christ, and that there is no theological 
basis whatsoever for scapegoating the Jewish people. ·. . . - . . . . 

We regard the Jewish people and the Jewish nation of .Israel as our elder 
brothers in· faith . . In the past we have issued. public statements cl early 
stating our positions and feelings which are one of deep respect and 
appredation of Judaism, the. Jewish peopl~~ and .. the nation of Israel. 
Whi 1 e th~ Di V·i ne Principle i.s bas'ed on ch r i sti an . antecedents and there­
fore .r.eflects some of the New Testament concepts toward the Jewish . . ' . . -

. ,., 
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people, as a living, eveolving religi ous commity we are aware of and 
embrace completely those contemporary declarations by major Christian 
Churches, forellX>st among them the Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian 
Religions (Nostra Aetate) o·f the Second Vatican Council and the latest 
"G1Jidel ines on Jewish-Christi an Relations 11 recently adopted by the Com­
mittee on the Church and the J·e\'iish People of the World Council of 
Churches which decisively repudiates anti-Semitism by anyone and at any 
time, calling for mutual resp~ct and fraternal dialogue between Chris­
tians and Jews. 

Beyond that, we share the worldwide ecumenical connnitments to brother 
and sisterhood between all members of God's human family. 

W·e ask that you accept these deeply-felt convictions as a statement of 
our actual vi a-;s, and WE: express the hvpe that we can continue to clarify 
these matters to your. satisfaction and that of the Jewish people in the 
interest of understanding, fraternal feeling and human solidarity • 

.. . 
~.-
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The '1\.tnerican Gf e-wish Collllllittee 
Clio>" . . . 

Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.V. 10022 • 212/751-4000. Cable W:shcom, N.Y. 

Qolqnel Bo Hi Pak 
THE NEWS WORLD 
401 Fifth Avenue 
New Yor.k, NY 

Dear Colonel Pak, 

.• 

November 5, 1981 

..... 

Thank you for your recent T.etter and i:ts warm s_entiments which I appreciate.' 

As I indicated to you, we have two primary concerns at the present time with . 
. regard to the Unifi cation Church: . · · · 

First, it is vital that a mechanism be created for members of the Unification 
Church, particularly of Jewish origins, that will enable them to have some 
meaningful contact with their parents who are anquished over the. 1os·s of con­
tact with their· ch.i 1 dren. We are:. :prepared to help set up that mechanism . 
either for Jews alone or on an interreligious basis with .representatives of 
the .Catholic, Protestarit, and Evangelic.al conmun.iti es ~ . . ....... . ~·.· . · 

. :. " ,~..... . . ,• .... 

Second, it i's critica-1 .. thatserio.us and "'r.esJl)ns .ible. effort$ ." be-.undert~ken . . 
to revise the anti -S~mftic teachi_ngs tha~ continue to appear in the Divine 
f'\ . • ~ . • _:! _,_ -- - ·---.: -'•• • ,r··-~-• _ ,·---~ • ." •• ••• ~ ... ..... ... ... . L oL .• -J.:.&.~.. . . ... IJ. 1 • • •• •• ..L.f.-t • 

. r r·f11~1 pit: Q.:» Q 1. c,:, 1uuc 1· 1v1111..1a:>:>11.. 11cw . n::::>1.a111c11c. . c.1·au .1 c.1v1_1::>. n_t: ·rrup~ c.11ac. 

a conmentary" on · the Oivi n.e ·Pri nci pl e· can ._be prepared i Ii ·the· near· ·future 
that will carry out · that purification p_ro.c_ess fn keeping with .the highest 
standards of contemporary Jewish and Chrfsti an Biblical and. historical · : 
scho 1 ars hip. · 

I enclose ··a copy of the 1 atest statement of the Committee on the Church and 
the Jewish People of the World ·council of Churches which ·incorr.orates that 
appr·oach. Until such a study can be comp_leted, it would be exceedingly . 
helpful were a statement similar to this. World Council document tli> !be prepared 
by the Unification Church for public clarification of your actual views· on 
Judaism~ . the Jewish people, anti-Semi~~sm~· and · Is.rael ~ · · 

I will be glad to consult with you furth.er. as progress develop$-. on both 
these levels. · · · · · 

~thf~l-1~ ~ 
....... ~{.::· 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Di.rector 
lnterreligious Affairs . ..• . . ' 

MAYNARD I. WISHNER, Piesi~ent • • . . • BERTRAM H. G{)lD, Execu:ive Vi"-President 
.HOWAR.D I. FRIEDMAN.· Chaimian. Bi;;;rd of Governor's ·: • THEODORE Ell£NDFF. Cllairm.an, Nation;! Executive· Co•ncil · • RDeERT ·L PELZ.. O!iairman. Board of Trustees . • 
E. ROBERT liOODKIND. T1easurer' •• MERV!~ H. R:SE~Wl. Secretary • ELAl~E PCTSCHEIC, ~social~. Treasl!1er • ' AlFREO H . . l'/.DSES. Clairr.:in . . Eietutive Comm111ee .• 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABR,,M, AATHUA J. G0l08ERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS. El.MEil L WINTER • . Honorary Vice-l'resi~ents: N~THAN APPLEMAN. MARTfN GA;/G. 
~UTH R. ,GOODARD. ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MA.R_SHAU. WILLIAM ~OStNWAW ~ MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman, National Executivt Council • MAlllRICE GUNEiH, Honorary 'Treasurer 

· • JOHN SlAWSO~. E:eCUbve Vice-President Emeritus • . l(ice~residents: MOR 1 ON K. BLAUSTEIN, 831!imore: ROBERT D, GRIES, Cleveland: RITA E. HAUSER. New Yort: MILES JAFFE. ·Detroit: 
HAARIS L KEMPNER, JR .. Galvestlln; JOHN !l . . lE'IY. St Louis; HAMILTON M. LOE8, JR .. Chicago; lEON RABIN. Dallas; JOHN H. _STE:INHART, San Francisco; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN. Plliladelphia; 
GEORGE M. SL\BAD. Westctiester • . . . 
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The following statements. have been the . result of 
discussions between Mr. Joel B. Grae, :8~q. and 
Mr. Bo Hi Pak, Special Assistant to the Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon. They are considered pre~iminary and 
fully open to discussion a~d/or modif~cation . 



practices, so- called -deceptive practices have never been 
nor are a policy of. this church and will · hot be tolerated 
by i~s leadership. 

The Unification Church has be~n . accused of anti-sernitisrn, 
in that t,he Divine · Principle alleg~dly states tnat: Efie ==­

Jews are responsible for t-he killing of Christ. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. The Jews are not a cursed 
people, nor are they today or at any ti.rile collectively or 
individually, responsible for the crucif.ixion of Christ~ 
We regard the Jewish people and its nation, Israel as 
our elder ·brothers. In the past we have issu~d ptiblic 
statements clearly stating our positions and feelings 
in a positive regard toward Judaism and the nation of 
Israel. It is our opinion that as a Christian theology, 
Divine Principle actually conveys no more. or ~o less than 
than which is contained in the so-called New T.estament 
itself, and we are aware of and embrace those declarations 
by all Ch~istian Churchesr especially since the Second 
Vatican Council concerning these matters and the concern 
for worldwide ecumenical bro·tner and sisterhood. We would 
be willing to further clarify these matters in . the interest 
of understanding and good feeling. · 



There is also interest in a joint statement ,embracing 
the integrity· ~nd adherencies of the rel~gious faiths 
and their promise to .resolve. any issues ot relati6n~hips 
in a spirit of dialogue, respect, mutu~lity . and good 
will. 



Dear 

The Unification Church has ·sometimes .been accused of making 
a deliberate att~mpt to destroy the harmony of therfami.!x...:. 
This notion about us has been an unfortunate misunderstanding. 
It is true that the Unification Church is a-~elatively new 
and unfamiliar religious faith. Also, it .has attracted much 
of its membership from youth, and stresses living and sllai:'ing 
in a c.ornrnunity life-sty}e. This is not unlike many religious 
faiths in the world" though it is · uncornrnon · in America. As in 
any relig·ious faith with a cornrn:uni ty lif e-sty)..e, community 
responsibilities and shared . . financial ·con9erfis_d6.not_always 
make it possible for every member to do as he or she choses 
at any one time. Though the religious teadhing of the Uni­
fication Church stresses family life, the above circumstances 
have caused some misunderstanding between members of the 
Unification Church and those of other £aiths, and some Uni­
fication Church members and their immediate families. Our 
members have always been encouraged to strengthen family bonds 
and in the past we have takenst·eps-w-eneourage our members -
to meet with their parents and loved ones as often as possible 
because we have been aware of this problem. We will continue 
to take such steps g.nd_will._do_ so more vigorously in the 
future. 

As evidence of our intent, master lists .have been composed 
of our membership, both Jewish ano non-Jewish. If there 
are any questions from con~erned parents as to whether 
or not their children are members of the Unification Church, 
please have them inquire through the off ice of 
We will make arrangements to promptly advise as to whether 
or not this individual is a member. of the Unification Church. 
:i:f it turns out that a member 0£ the Unification Church has 
not contacted his parents, we will make certain that he or 
she is encouraged to do so imil'!ed'iatel y. 

The Unification Church ~has further been accused of deceptive 
tactics in recruiting members. We, like others, are a mi's­
sionary church. Let -me~assure you that any so- called deceptive 

_ practices which may have been insti tu.ted in the past were 
against the spirit of our movement and not condoned by Rev. 
Moon. Accordingly, please be advised that all missionary 

{ 

work on behalf of ihe Unification Church will be on the basis 
of witnessing for the Unification Church. Though our members 
seek the same privileges as other Americans in their rights 
to conduct private ::: lives, and professional c;i.nd business · 



NOTE: 

Level 4 is the most recent revision of a presentation 
of the Principle. According to the movement, all 
books about the Principle are simply books about the 
Principle. There is no one book that is, itself, 
looked upon in any special way e.g •. "scr_iptµral 11

• 

The fact that all books on the Principle are commentaries 
on the Principle has been stressed over and over by 
Rev. Kwak, Rev . Moon and others. This means that 

-words in our books do not have "scriptih!al" e.g. 
"binding" meaning . This means we do not look at 
books ".about the Principle like we do at the Biblical 
Testaments (or like Mormons look at the Book of Mormon) • 
In this sense, books about the Principle are theologies, 
not scripture . 

Also, I enclose the pages just before the treatment 
of Jesus to show the context in which Level 4 treats 
the relations of the Israelites and its prophetic 
personages. Seeing how the Moses/Israelite relqtion 
is treated casts some balance on how we speak about 
Jesus which might otherwise be out of context. 

It is quite possible that L~vel 4 is still far from 
being adequate .to how this matter should be handled. 
I am quite confident that the church leaders are . 
wanting -~ solve this problem and are willing and eager 
t~ cated on this matter. 

( . _ o nson 
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''NEW RELIGIOOS MJVe.tENI'S: an.TS OR CX>NTINUUM?" · 

By 

. . MARCIA R. RUDIN 

and 

A. JAMES RUDIN 

Presented at the 

National Conference on 

"CONVERSION, COERCION AND" COMMITMENT 

IN NEW RELIG.IOUS MOVEMENTS" 

Sponsored .by the Center for ~he Study of New Religious M:>vements 

The Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California 

June 11-14, 1981 
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. . 
Let us imme4~tely ~nswer t~e question rais~d by the. title . 

· .. . - . · ,.;::.rt• . · 

()f this paper. ·. Groups. su~~~s The ~nification~ Church, ISKQN (Hare 
"·1·•; 

l<rishna), J;>i_vlne Light Mi~~;ion, Cb~ch ·Of Sci~nte>logy., .::Church Uni-
. . . . ~ . . . 

v~rsal ~nd TriUJDP~nt ~ Chiidr~~ Of God, Body of Christ,-- tony and 

Susan Alamo Found~tton, The Way Interna~ional ~nd C~u~cb of A~ged-
. . 

. · do~/Lpve· I~rael anaemany smaller, lesser known ones · ar~ "cults", · 

not. merely "ttew re~~g:~c;us movements". By ·labelling tbem as· "cults," 
. 'J 

adm~ttedly .a . negati~err'term, we · are asserting that they are not simply 
•, ' 

. modern el<4IDP.les oftl'taa:iles$ new· religious. 1D<J11ment~ of tµe · p~st. · 

Th~y are nqt new versions in the contintrum of the p~ethora . of new 

religious mo.vement~Gtfiat have ·always. "been ~th us, especially· in 

t~r~lent tim~s sucfi~~s ours. · ·We believe . thes~ -groups are radical~y : 

and qµa,li~~tively _dif.ferent, i. e., different in .kind and not just · · 

in degree~ from. conv'entiona~'·'new re.li·gious mqvements'~· and· are danger:-" 
.:-= . . . 1 . . 

our both to .the~r . follower~ a~q- to~ fre~ soci~~y. 
. . 

Before we examine these differences, ~et us define what 

we mean by the term "cult~'. Sociologists define-cults as deviant 

group.s whic~ .exist. in. a .st~te Of.· tensioµ . wit:µ society.which offer 
·: . . .' . 2 

~· t?~~r ~embers something qew ·and a~toge~h~r -differ~n~ ~ 

We do not wis~ to b~co~e emb~led in ~ndless semantic ~ 

exerhi$~S concerning the definitions ~f cults. .We prefer. a fu~cti6nal 
. . ~ 

. . . ' 
def ini~ion and we ·Cl~SSify a g~oup a~ a religi.0'18 ~Ult 00 the basi~ . . .. . . 

of it;:s_ actµal 1qethod.s of operation and behavior. · ~e · two · k~y word~ 
: i . .. 

here are exploitatiori aµd. d~c~ption~· · Cults exp1:oit ·.and d_ec~ive their· 

. -followers and . th~y deceive the general public • . 
' , · . • J, 

We ~.re n~t . conce:t"Iled with ~~e cul~s' ideologies.'.or belief 

systems, nor are we evaluating whether they ·are authentic or valid1 

religions, or, indeed, whether th~y are even rei~giQns at all. This 

' r ·. 
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functional. rather than ideological definition of cults gets us out 

Of the "freedom~ of religion" Q~Smire that dominates many heated 

discussions concerning the cult ~cene. We are not censorin$ or 
. . 

questioning or evaluating cultic belie~ or dogi:na or the right ·Of ~ 

person to believe it or the right Of 8 group to exist Or ~he r~~t 

of a person to join such a group. We .co~ent only on the group's 

sanctions and behavior. . One can believe whatever one wishes, however 

one .can't always act as one wishes, even in the name of religion. 

Freedom of religious belief is not at issue; freedom o~ action is. 
. . 

~wfUl society does not permit unlimited freedom of ·action if such 

actions violate civil or criminal laws or if they c·onflict with or 

infringe upon the civil and human rights of others. 

Why are the groups we call "cults" qUalitatively different, 

i. e. dif.ferent in substance and kind, from conventional ·"new reli-

gious movements"? Let us examine these spec.ific and crucial diff'.erences 

in some detail. 

1. The new ~~ligious cults deliberately employ h~ghly 

sophisticated 2 refined coercive-persuasive behavior control techniquea 

in order to recruit and retain members ~ · · . 

One can argue that all religious conversion as well as mass 

media an~ ~rketing and advertising methods . involve mind-manipulation 

to some extent. Radical changes .in belief structure e~ten imply a 

dramatic. break fron one's .past life-styl~ • 

However, the conversion techniques of the new religious 

cults differ in that it app~rs cult· leaders deliberately, systemati-
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cally, and int~ively use well-designed, sophisticated caer~ive-
J ·. . . . . . Iii 

persuasion ; tec~ques in .Which. they are carefully trai~ed and which 
. . 4 .• . 

they work .. cons~antly to ~efine and impr0ve. Cult lead.ers control 

'ihe potential members' pilysical and psychological .environment by . . - . . . 

isolating them, depriving them Of protein .intake and privacy, tearing . . . 

down their self image, manipulating guilt, applying ·intense peer-

. . pressure· and "love-bombing"' and interrupting their sleep and dream·: . 
. 5 . . • 
cycles to prepare them for what Flo Conway an~ Jim Siegelman call • 
., . '6 . . . . . . . . . . '! 
snapping' ~nd what psychiatr'ist .John G. Clark, Jr. calls a "t~ance- · l 
. . 7 . . . 

l;ike state". 

New religious cults have achieved a hiSh success rate of 

recruitment because of their skilled .used of these coercive per~uasive. 
. . 

techniques. Some people do ·not g~ve in to these methods but many . . . . 

intelligent and emotionally stab.le, iricluding the Utiddle-·aged and 

elderly, do. -'the lat est reseatch· itidic'ii tes. the majority Of cult 
. . 

members did not have press·ing emotional problems and were not actively 
. .. . 8 . 

se~king new beliefs · or life-styles-when recruited by a cult. These 

met,hods or so effective that even ·. sibling's .·or" f.riends who go into 
. . 9 . . . . . . . . 

groups to coax loved ones out have them.selves been recrUited. 
I , .' 10 

Th~ techniques can work .iri a matter Of days or weeks. 
. : Hundreds if not by now thousands Of past c~lt members from 
' r . 

many groups testify with sj:artlingly siriliiar ·stories ·to the existence 
. . 11 .. . ·: . . . 

.:and employment . of these techniques. The evidence presented at· ~ . 

·five ~onth libel trial in England completed .in Ma~ch, 1981 convinced . ,. . . . 12 
the jurors that the ~ification Church ·employs . such . tec~iques · ·and 

tes~imony about coercive_-persW!SiQn ~t lengthy hearings in Chappaqua,· 
,, 
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Hew York led .the zoni ::.3 board to de~y perad.aa~OD t~ .tb~ Un~~i_.c_ai~on 

Church to use its large property there as a recrui~t center. . . . . . . .. .. . . . 
Parents of ~ast and present cultists teetifY to radical·p~sonality . ·. . . · 14 . . . . . .. - ... 
changes in their children. Mental health professionals .who counsel . . . . . ... . 

and treat former ct!.lt; iUembers confirm t~e effects of this. ~rt 
coercive-persuas!oY-. t.P-chuol ogy and declare that the phenomenon is . . . - - . . . .. 

totally unll.I<u c:~~J ~~ •. i~'-"JS ~ha·;: can be explained · in tradlti!onal psych-
. 1.:) . . . . . . 

1atric categories. The ~!:~~ca is ~v~ebdng • . it is clear and 

convincing~ an~ .i~ . can ~· .longer be igii~red. 

One cannot understand the present · ~U:lt . J>h~en .~t-~ 

one understands tha~; these . groups do not -simply ~aas~'!ely-. ~1~1 ~ 

void or provide a haven for the lost and searching ee~s .soc~~t~ 

and organized religion have failed, but rather aggressively meet . . .. . ~,:. . . . . . - . 

·. and assault potential . re~xuits with a proven scientific technology . . . . 16 . . .. 
=to. ~b nearly everyone 1~ vulnerable. Even if cul~is.ta do l~ve 

th~ir groups the damagiDg effects. of these .-c~eerc~v~~pe~~ua~ion . ~~~-
. . 

niques on their intellectual .and emotional capacities can be severe. 
. . . . . . .. .. . . . -- '.- 17 

loag-lasting, an~ in s~e <:ases even perman~nt. · __ ... . ... .. . . 

Sh11t~ld this procaae be labelled religiou 0 convers1on" or 
• • • • • - . •• .. ·- - • • t • ~ • • • .. • • • 

c~;urrclve-pereuasion"'l Those who engage in such semantic arguments .. . .. ·. . 
-and ·distiDctions ·ara fiddliDg while Jlome ·tbv.rns. 
· . :' . 

. .... ... ......... . .... -

2. New religioµs . ~lts o~en phfsi~-~lJ'., J'~~cb~~ogi~~ly, 

. and sometimes sexually exPloit and . abuse the~ members~ . inclucli;cg 

:·young ch.lldren and elderly. 



I 
·I 

I 

..... . · .. .. · .. - s -. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . ... ... . .. ....... ·-· ' . ... . . . ' . - . 

BothuslastiG :~Ug!onlsta have always volunteered time and ... _.. ·-· : ·. ·.-· .,._._ ·.· . .. .. . - . . . . - . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . - ' 
energy to the!% chuxchea and synagogues. But members of new religioul 
. . ... .. - .... . . . . . . ... . . . - . . . - ... - . . .. . . .. 

- -

cult:e Often work like-slaves ·and: if they object are made. to. feel · ; - - . . - ·- .. . · ... '. . ··- .. ·.· . - . .. · . . ·· .. . - . "lf 
guilty and tbreatened w.ltb the cult's witlidrawal •f love -and auppOX't .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . .. ' ' . . , . .. .. . . . 

lJni.ficatin Chuxch, . Hare · ltr.lsbDa, -and -Children of Ged meibere .still . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . ... .. • .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
solicit in streets for long hours. - Peeples'· Temple cbildreQ begged . . . . - ... ... . _· 19 . .. . . .. -- . -- .· . .. - .. . 
on the stre~te . in California and in Guyana. ~cults are branching . . . . . . . . .. . - . ' .. ' •. · : .. . ·- . . . .. 

. . ' 

out into b~inessea, eoaae of them -very large and lucrative-primarily · · 
' . . ' : . . ' ' .. . ·-· . . . .. . .. .. - .. 

beca_use of wl.iat foi:mer_ llDification ,Cbllrch· member -~teve Hassan 1:erm8 - - 20 . ... . . ... . - ·_ .. -.. 
:~he -"coolie labO'J:" of their aaembere •. - . Parents of Tony-anci ~um · .. . . . . ' .. .. . . ..· .. . .. . . . . . . . . 

. . \ 

Aiamo Christi~n Fo.ind~tion m&l!lbers aay .-their children wrk as long . . ' ' 21 ' . ·-·- 22 .. ', , .. ' . '• .. .. 
88 t:welve~ hOurS ~ day . ff;)r .littie Ol: Do ·~ay - in the ~l~·~owned 

. . . . . . . . ... . . ·• . .... . . ··-

gasol!Da statioQ& • ~~staurants, .. clothing stores, cement compauy and -· . . .. - - . . . . .. . . - . 23 ' -. - .. . - ..... .. --

construction bus~•s• in Arkansas .and renessee. - · · .Scient()logitts who 
.· ... . . . . . ' . . . . . ' .. ... 

hi~lir lal'.ge debts · for their auditiug ~l.'d . ethe~ __ Sci~n~~logy c~i:~-~~ _ .. l 
8ft~~ p~y Off .their .bbligati~ by laboring long. hours for Virtuaily . 24 ---- .. . . . . . . -..... ~: . . . . .. . 
no pay at .Sci~toiogy centers. Vay International ~embers work full-. ' .. . ' .. .. . . ... . . ' .. . . .· . . . . -· . ... . ... . . .. .~. •·· .: .. . 
tb.a at eutaide jobs, donatiDg ·.tent• fifteen· percent: ·of their incomes . •' . . . ·: . . . .... ,• . . . ... . .. ... .. . . •, ··. . . .. . 

~o The Way and also work l9ng hours without pay f•r . the -group as ·· . . _.-- . . . - - . -. -25 . . . . . . ... . . : . . :. . -.--- --- ... · . . •' ·- - .·· ... ... . 
missionaries or teacberao> Membexs of the ·Calj.fomia-baaed Church 

- . . . . . ... . . . . . '.. .. .. . .. . . ... . . . . . .. ·. . . . . ... 

Univeraal and .Trj.umpQao.t, incl~ding ~Y:. ~ld~~lY.-.~:rk __ ~~~~~~ - ;_ ~ 

ou~side the greup to pay room.and .board to the Church· and they also . - . . 26 . . - .. ' . . . .. ". " . ----- . .. . ~. 

- .wOr~ for 'the cur.. Both ~ll• eld.erly and cbildien_·over "the ·age "of . . . . . .. . - . -- . . ... .. .. .. - . ... ~ .. -.- . 

·. , .. : :-s~ p_e~f.prm~ . llea" _construc:tion . ;7d · _:i~~~- ~~1?~ _at_··.-~on~~~~~ . G~ana 
. for as lon!

8
as _eleven;. hours a day . in t~p~atures as· h1g1(aa 120 

: degrees f . ! , '.- : 

I 

l· 



. . I ' ... 

- 6 -

. . Some gre~~· ~ip~te _recruits ~ membera dl~ugb. low­

p~otehl and bigh-carboh).cJrate diets Wbt.oh caa WeakeD th& tb.fuldng . ·29 . . . . . . . ...... . 

PJ:~ess. '_ . Church of A~ge~de.a adh.~en~a a~e _riot feel proparl7. 

because its ·leader, Love Israel, believes God will take care of . the • 30 . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. ..... . 
body. . Jonestown vlceima, t:wo thirds of whom were c:hilcb:en alM1 elder 31 32 . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . 
ly, went hungTy. Way Interoaci•nal 1118Dbere, lnoluding their many 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

children, f0l.l~ tt !\:~:1"n cl.eacs.a" regimen cons1a·ttng. C?f a di~ of 
' . . . . . . - . .. . ... . .. . . 

laxatives, detoxicanta> green-life vitamin tablets, wa~er. and . . . . . .. : 33 .. .. .... . ·-·· .· . 
juice combinecl with coloaic enamaa. which Hew Jersey ph79lciaD ·. . . . . . .. . .. . ·34 . . ..... 
Harold L. Scales claims ls a starvation diet~ -. Church Universal· 

. .. ... . . ' .. . . - .. . . . . . ,, ..... . . . . . . · . . .. 

and Triumphant membera ala~ underp colonic enemaa and strict vege-. . . . . 35 . : . . . . . . .. . ... ··:· . .... .. .. .. ·. 
tarian diet s. Krishnas follow a vegetariao die forbidding meat,·· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . .. .. . ~ . . . 

eih and eggs t:bat doct•rs say CaD be damasins. upecially to the . . . .. . . 36 . . . . . . · . . .. • '• .. 

· group's D\11Der•us growias children. Chllclren of God disciple• are 
~- 37 . 
•ften underfed. . . ... ·35 

Most cult meaibers receive .little if any medical care. . . .. . ·-. .... . - . . - . . . . ... ··-

There have bean many birth-related deatba of infant•. and mothers 
. l . .. ·· -: . . . . . . .... 39 . .. 
~en medical care ia not sought dU%'ing birt:h comp1icati••· In-: 

! .. . · .. - :,., . . ·•. . . . . . . ·. _,,,.,,. 

faut~ and children in the Church of ~geddoo a• not iDDoculatecl · · I . · ·· . . 40 . . . ... '.' . . . ... .· ·"·: .. ·. . . . . .. 
(nor are babies' births registered). · Since Love . tarael and Children . . •, . : • . .. . .. . .. .. ' ... .. , . ... . .... . 

of God leader David (Moses) Berg beli.ev~ illneea ta a a!.gn of lack . . ... . . . : . . . . .. . . .· .. '"' '41 . 
of religio\aa faith, tDembera ·of these .groupa get D• medical .care. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .... .. .... -

. . 
died af~er a delay in medical treatment ·wen he ·val 1'eaten with. a 

. - p • - • •• • • .. . .. . . .. . . ,., - • • • 

. belt and forced to eat red peppers because he bad violated. the . . 42 . . . . . . . . .. . . -· . . . . . .. J . . ....... . 

group'• fMd lawa. ~ Geerge Br.wn of Everett, Waeldnaton aa1erts 

·. : 

~ 
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~~lvea • . m_,d~l -~ft'~·••. f~r as. he bows_! . Brewn ~~im• the group 

dees n•t even adlldnistc the medieation ha sends b•ckwlth bis · . . . . 43 ., ' . .. 
grancldaughter after she via:Lts him. Jonejjtown residents recei'Yed . . . .. 44 . . ·- .. ·-
little medical care in the Guyana settlement ·; the phyaiclaoa there· 

. . . . ~ . . . . . ·.. . . . . .• . -. -·. -. 
spent thetz time adminiat:ering drugs t:.o subdue restless People ta . . . 45 . . . . . . ... . .... . ·. . .... 
Temple members. Steve Haasan was e:cpelle4 from th~ Unification · 

. . . . . . ·. . . . . . · .. ~· . . . ·~ 

Chuch when ha had· a aericnaa autOID9bile accU8Dt re_quiri.Dg surgery . . . . ·,· . . 46 . . .. . . . : . . -· -·: . ' . . . 
and expen9i'Ye htspitalization. Others with physical or psycholo-. . -·· . . 47 . . ' . . .. . . 
gl.cal problems may be ejected from cults. The elderly in the Church . . . . . . . . . . . 

Uni~enal and Trlumpbant ! fear they will ·be expelled from their Clmzch·. 
. . ·. ~ . · . 

houing if they bac_,a too ill t~ W.~k.. . . . _ . . . · 
.. . . 

Many new reli:P.oua c~lte ~everely . physically l>~~h bo~h 

aditlts and chi~dren. _ Charlene Hill, wh• spent eight. years in_ .~e 

Bod7 of CbrlCilt, reports members were beaten to rid their bodiea •f 49 . . . ' . . . ' .. . ... 
Satan. Joeestown adults were frequently beaten ancl the children · . · · · · · · · · - ·· - ·· · ·· ···-so 
we~e tbrowa ·intta a dark well aft~r beiiag to~d. s-nakes were. ~e~e_! 

w~e kep~ ill a plywffd box meas\lrlng three fee~ by six feet by. four 
.. • • • • • • • • • •• • 4 ' • ~ .. . .. • • • 

feet foY weeks at a ~ime. bad t~th kn.eked ou~ ill ~~blic b~~~ga> 

were foxcetl to dig ~les and then refill them. and were lrapriaoned in ' 51 ' . ' - .. . ' . . . . . .. 
a small cellar. .Jones often watchad as his security guards beat ' . . . ' . . ' .. 52 :· ... ' . 
·cbi'tdren with elm &Witches, ·belts. and. a long weoden beard. Young . ' ' . . .. . - . . .. . . .. .. .. '' . 53 

girls were 1~r!pped and forced into ~old 1 ~J1owera or • .~gpo~l. 
. . 

The f ·ew youn~:3tera who tr~ed to _es.cape f~~ the. ee.ttlemen~ .. had. _e~ec• 
. . 

tro4ea wired on their .arma aiad were given •lectrlo shKk as. punish-. . . . . . · 54 . 
meDt or bad chains and balls welded t• their ankles. 
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~onaer Ch~ of . Armageddon m•bera rep•rt that both adulta 
• • • • + • • 

~nd childr• are beaten ·and cblL&a are' lockacl in clN•ta if tbey. _ . .. . . . -· 55 . . . . ·. ' .. • .. 
. misbehave ~r -appea~ unhappy or U:DsratefUl. Fo~er Way Co~~_' leader 

Wendy B. F~rd asserts Way cbild~en ar~ "ov~·discipl~d'': .Jtarenta 

carry wooden sticks purchased in Way stores to discipliDe children ' ' . . . . . . . .. 56 . . 
whe are restless during meals or religious services. · 'l'be Church .· . . . . 57 . .. . . 
Universal and Triumphant baa an of flc:?al child spanker. 7elniaioa - . . . . ' . . 

executive Skip Webster aaaerca bis eight month eld grandnn 1n the . . . . . . .. . 

River of ~ifa Miniat~ .V.-~ '~aeverel!a beaten with a b~t: ·my his mot~.er' 

in order to ltdriY~ Sataia frCD ~·'.' . . .. ...... ··-

Peychological abuse ·is beth aub~le ~d •ve~.. Cu~~ __ l~~ere 

manipulate guilt b7 impl~ thoe• .whO desire to leave are not yet . . '' ' . '. . . . . . .. .. . 59 
pure equgb ~nd shew atta~--t ~·the _out~lcle, Sat~c world~ .. · .. 

tbey Intimidate m~era :l.Dto remaiDing by teiltng them they can't ·. . 60 . .. ... . . . 
be happy or 8\lrvlve on their own -er .tbat if they le.ave a dead leved . . . 61 . . . . . - . . . . . .. . . . - . 
one will be baned. Way IDtematienal l~d'!r Bev~eJ'.'~ Vic~or .. ~~ul 

wieM.lle bas ·cold m•b•~• tbey'll ba iD a mental boepltal with!n 

. fl~e years or will die :I.~ tbey l~ve t:b• gr~p. 62 TiliO~~ Co~ ~ · 
J~ told th~ d89~l· wo~lcl Wl bUa if ha l~f~ The ~Y~ 63 ~~~~i~ . · · \ . . : . . . . . - . . . . .. . . .. -. . . ' . .. 

th*' most . severe effects Of paycholoalcal abuaea are t:hOM upon ' . . . . . . - - ·' . . ' . . .. .. ·· . . .. . ' ' . . ' 

~ . . . . . 

small cldldcen. who receive a very pear edu~tlon or aena at all. . . . · , . . . . . . . . . . . ,... . .. . . . .. ,. .. - . - -· . 
·. Their emotlo1l8 and sexual reet't-1~~. uauall7··~ePre~ie4 ~ancl they are . ' .. . · . . . ...... .. . •64 . 
largely if not totally .l .. lated ·from th·· outeide ___ J..cl~ · . . . . . - . . . . .. - . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ....... : . 

·· Cult wmen and children are aomettinea· sexually ·abu•ed. · ' . ' .. . . . . ·. . . . . . : . •, . ... . . . . . .. .. --
. Young· wmen iD tbe Children •f Cod are trained to use e..ial niu . . 
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. . 
te recruit members a1ul to accrue money and propercy for . the group, . . .. . . . . ·:... . . .. . . .. . . : .. :... .. . .... 65· . . 
a teclmlque David (Meses) ~g calls "Bappy Hooking". Sharan Bell · . .. . ·:· . .. . . . . :· · . .. . . . . . . . .. . 66 
says tba~ · while. :hi The Way she Was forced to .work as ·a proati~te. . . . . . . . . . .. . . _. .·· . .. . . '67 . . . . 
Children •f Cod leader• orchestrate sexual ergles and· publish and . . . . . . . . . . . .· . . "68 . .. .. . 
distribute near.,.pornegraphic ceadc•str1p litera~ure·. -; - Photegrapha 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . : . 

illµatrating a· Childr~n of God pamph~et _ entitle~ "~ ~i~~le ~~" 

shew small. children as· young, aa e:lz weeke ~gaged ·in sexaal play 
. . 69 . . 

with ~ch other and with aGults. Church of Armageddon women are . . .. ·70 .. . " . . . . ... . . . 
s~et~as •~1.~y a~ed. Before they ~eft· ~li~~ · J~ .~onea 

offerecl th~ sexual favors of ·People's Temple c;bildren to influential . . . . . . . . .. . . 71 .. • . . . . .. . . ... .... 

P•~itic;tana and. others whom be. ~ouned. Jo~es · a~d: . ~t. . ~st one 

adult Wh• supervised the chilclrens! hoU.ing at Jonestown eezually . . 72 . . . .. . . . . " 
· abused the children. · Yo\Ulg ·girls wh•se }'tarents wer~ caught ta~king 

pxi~ately were,. ea1s Kenneth Woedeii in~ Cbild;e~ gf Jonest1~h 

"forced 'to maaturbate "in public or · to ha'1e s~ ·~th s~~ne ·th~ . .. 

didn't lik~ before the entire Jonestown population, children as .well 
73 . . . . 

as asults.0 . 

. ..·-·-, 
.. ...... ! 

~. ~t appUrS that many-DeW reli&ioua c~lts deliberately 

seek to destroy tJ:ie · fam.ily \\nit. · · 

Tbrougbeut history intense religiollJ ·c8amltment ·has semetim~a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

resulted in neglect of the famil,y-::·;µrd.t, and Within: riirry mainstream· 
' . :{- ~ . . . . ',' . .. .. . .. 

religion cloistered c~iti~~-.ib.~~ a~peared.·~ .: Howeyer) even the mest . . ; : . .. . . . . ~.~~ ,.;~· ·t~· ~.. - . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
· 1aolate·d nua or· morik ean writ~ ;.t~ ~aihd visit ·their families,· and they 

. .· . . .... :·:\ ... - ~- :~ .. " · . . . . -·: ...... · . . . .. · . · . 

enter such isolation only in ·•~44~~· 'staga.•, with many op1>9rtunitiee . 
. : . ·•. : . . ; ~. ·-~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·-. . 

·to re~eXamine . thei~ ·commitmen~ · ~~p _.~t'fter it : is of ftcia~y flnaliz~d ~. 
. . . ·, . . 

• 
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!Sut it eppeara tbat ..ii::h,· J:t:J.igious uult:s deliberately break up . . . 14 . 
b:adicioDal family units" appai::ent:ly in ordc t«> cemeDt tiea to. the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. : . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. 

group. &notional tiea eo ttp3uea~ children. n• 11arents ·eao detract . - . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 

frem aiD~e-miDded devot:il~n to the cult anti. ''bumir&g the b~idgea" . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . ""' ·7· 

to one's pas~. ~~s .on.~ m•rt>~. psy~~l•~l~~ ~~~8:11t .on dle __ gr~p. · 

Seve~e.work schedules aod train~S p~~gra~ e.rien r~e 

separation from outP. -;.rl~ famil:f es. S9'D8 cult leaders actually ·teach 76 . . . . ... . . . 
-.;bat the fcwdiy .L.t t~,. ; cal-.:::J st 1 s enemy. The Way International · says . 
. . . . " . . ·77 

_all non-believers are •~agents of Satan" and ahauld be aveid~d~' ~vicl . . .. . . . . .. . . ·73 
Berg preaches hatre~ for families outsi~ bis . ~d~e~ __ of C~d~ . . 

Cultists are dlscoura8ed ~om or even forb~~eia-to visl~ d~sapp~oving 
' . . . 

families and if they do go heme I?:ay be~~~ b7_ !>~her c~~-:. . 

members and so are never alone with their family. Letters and t;ele-
• • o# , • 0 • • O 

0 
• • 4 • ' - ~ • 

pb~na calls to families are frequently · mooit~red, tape-recorded~ or 
. ' ·79 . . 

cenaored. Cultiats may be f'->rced to cut off AU contact with familieE 
·- 80 . . . 

who disapprove ,,f the1 . .r g%oup. 

Mic~el Yo\.m.~ Wa:rder, the former publiaher . of tbe Unification . . . . . . .. : 

Church's t!e¥swggJ,dS> cites frequent separation of spouses and of . .. . . . . . . - ' . ' 

cbi1dten frc.= their -pr.~~ents as cma- of the l:Uljor reaa•s he left the . . 81 . . . . . . .. . -. . . .. . . . .. . .·_.·-- .. . .. 
organizationo Jurora bl the ~nification ChUftb'a libel suit apinat . . . . . " . . . . . . . . . . . 

the ~n409. DailX Mail decided evidence presen~ed at the lengthy 
· · · · · · ... ·a2 · · ··:·· .. ... . 

triel showed the C"nurch d~es .in fact break up families. Don Kieffer 
. . . . . . . ·- - .. 

successfUlly sued tha Un~fication Church for violation of bis rights 
. . 83 

as a parent ,,meo be claimed his daughter retused. to see him. · Apparent-. . . . . . . . . . ... . 

ly in response to many s~h complains €rem parents the Unificatien . . . . .· . . - . . .. 
. . 

:Church now allotis th?m to ·see their childre11more. treqwmcly, and 

_ .. 
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.. American-braz:acb preaid~t Moses ~st claims there are ID8J1)7· parents 

of Unification Church adheren~s among the~ "AssocS.ate M~a0 

. .. ·· ·a4 . · 
of the .. Chw:cb. . _ . . . 

· Famll~,.... 1:1.ve in ,a cult t:qg~~. •:re ~leo ~ened •. 
Hcire Krishna children liv~ in d•nnitories separate from their ~arente . . : . - . . . .. 85 . . . 
and are . sent rny at age . five . te Krishna boarding .. sc*ls· (soma cuit '. . ' . . . . . . . ' .. ' . .. . 86 

ob4~oerfl cla'.t~ children are_ sent away at age tw9 ·~r three)~ . - ·~nifi-

catio'~ . C~urch parents. with small ~~l~ren .. aJ;e not all~wed to see 

them frequently and if they complain ar~ told they ~t rid them-. . ' . . . . ' . . ...... 87 . . 

'selves of . leftover aelfieh_ de&ires from . ~b~, -~gni:c -~~ld: · . . ~¥id 

· Berg preaches that family ties within bis group mWlt be subordinated 
. . . . : . . . . . . 88 .. . . . . ·. . .. ; '. 

to the larger Children -of Go~ family and t• Cod. Former ~embers· of · ' 
. . .. . . . . . . . . - . . . . 

the Church of A~g~dd.n s~y children and parents are not allowed 

tQ :fom close ties and children are co~~t~J;ltly moved tr• .one adult · . . 89 .· . . :· . . ... ·. . . . . ·. ..... . .. - ..... . 
to· anotqer. Children in Jone3town l~ved apart from. th~· ·paren~s .. . .. . . : . . . . ·90 
and sibling~ and were allawed to ·see . them only brief~Y - ~t night. · . . . . . . .. . .. . - . .. 

Ja,nes worketl systematically to break · ·do• the famil7. ~it~ preaching ·: . . . : . ·.·· . . ' .. · ·. ·· 91 . . .. .. ·' . .. ·. 
t~at ''families are part of the enemy system" .and .r~rding .children 

/ . ., . . . . . ·92 . . . . . . . . 
~ild pa·rents for spying on each other. 

' . ·. . . . .... .. '. 

: , 

· Cult marriages can be broken up ·as a re_sult .of the pressures 
' . . . . . . . . ' . . . . 

. i ;;;;; ..... . . 

of ~ult:~~lif~. . Sometimes marr~gaa a~~ d~~t~~yed ~~ .. ~e ~~fi>uBe 
~~ - . . i 

leaves ·th.e gro•p and the ether remains or if one partner denounces . . ~ . . . . . . 93 ... . . .. .. . - . .. 

th2 oth~r to cult leaders for . "dis~oyalty" . . CuJ,t l~d~rs may_ •rder. . . .. "':'~. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . ·. .. . . . . 

coupl~·~'.tosplit . up and then "bond0 er pair people as they .wish>- these -. . . . . . . .. .· . . _. 94 . . . . . . . . 
· _new tie~ perbap~ replacing legal. marr~gea. ~ this. ~y, ~c~usive 

love attachments which can threaten•tetal loyalty to the group are 

'·· .I 
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~~ · ~· 4. ~idea~~ ~~dicate~ that some new religious cults de• 
. . : . . - · 95 . 
liberately ·deceive their :oembers and the general pub~c. 

. . . . . . . . . ...; . .. 

~nvention~l s:t.ew ;religt.us ~em~ts ar~ _ ~P~ and ._ ''u~'.9 

front" about who they are end what life in .the group "111 be like. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. - .. . . . . . . - . 

Therefore, with ell f.'i!P. ~-., ~ts .a t:: band 01'.'e can freely _c~oeae_ -~-~th~ 

..-.• 1. iiot t~ jc,5.~l. .3-~c . .-_:·!,:.!;.."t ··;ttix.6 t he cults by the time one has all of . . . . . . . .... . . ...... . 

the relevant facts n c.eded ta make a ·free declsioa about joining~ one .. . . . - .. . .. . . . . . . . . ........ 

'Ihe U..rd.fic-.... i~·t~n Church operates under 123 med~a> business, . . . . . . - . . 97 . - .. . . - .. .. .. . 
political, cultural, i:;~:ii r eligious ~ec~iting ~i:o~a .... • 8~ .the . P.•~en-

t:Lsl member Often tJoer~-;.i<;; t know he is joining Reverend Moon's group . 98 . . . .. . . ., . . . 

o!" even j ~ining a re 1 i~ion ~ '!be Way Inter.nat~onal' s roe~ . ~~~d~, . . 
. . 

Taldt and .Joyful NtD!st·" perform in public schools and shopping malls . . 99 . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 

to interest y~ung pe.or!~ i n The Way and public and paro~b§il school . . . . . . .. . . "" . -· . . 
I 

t~chers steer child~e~ as young as eight into after-scbeol heme i . . . . . . . . . .. . . -- . . . 

bible~atudy groups i.:~;.t"t·~;;:H::.t t:J~l'\t .ionhg their affiliation with the . 100 . . . - . . ... . ... . :· .. .. . . -· 

grouP. Former memb er& of The Si>dy. of Chxist claim they· were taught . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. - ... - .... - . 101 .... . _,. . - . 
to infiltrate existing chu-cches and . bible-study groups.. · .~ile "eme 

. I . .. ". . . . . . . . . . ._ . . . . .. • .. 

~ut'ts 1dentiN themselves til p!>t ential members :lmmed'lately they ~1 . . - . ·. : . .. . , . . . . . . . . . ·- . 
. no~ immedl4tely tell the recruit the real ~fe~sty~~ -~d ,d~gre~_-o~ 

comdtment e."ltPected. What di" first: appear to be benign ~herap~uti~ 
. . • ,t . ' . • . . .·. . . .. . . . • ' 

self.:.heip · or meditat l cn groups can rapidly escalate ~to -massive 

· time and fin.and.al cOWtn:',<..:~.!'1ent;:, .• 

• 
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Some cults talk their followers int~ donating all of their money . ~ . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . 

and peaseesions and sipdng over tbeir _"power of attomey" to the 
102 . 

group. 

Some religious cults teach their followers that deception . . . . 103 . ··. . . . .. :·. - .. 
of the Satanic· world is justified. Unifi~tion Chuxch members . . - . 104 .. . · . .. ... . 
employ ~t the. Chur~h ~e~s . "Heavenly Dec~~tion° . ~d form.er 

members say they ~--ere instt:uctecl t~ not always disclose their true 
. - 105 . . 

identity when soliciting on the streets. ·Bare Krishnas. practicing . . . . 106 . . . -. ' ' . .. 
what they call ''Transcendental Trickery~•, bave disguised themselvea . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. 

as Santa· C?la~es and ~laimed to· b~ C4?1l~~iDg ·for Roman ~t~l~c ~e·.:.. 
. . 

lief _ageneies. the Muscular Dyatrophy _ i;:~dation, t1:1e ~i~~~n .. 

· Science C-nurch. UNICEF, families· of Vietnam War MIAs, handicapped 
107 . 108. - . . - .. ··: .. .. . . . 

children • · ·and needy children. In Ge%1118ny a Krishna leader and 
- . . . . - . ....... . ... 

·other members were prosecuted fer fraud for ct>llecting $1.4 million 
··- 109 . .. . 
~~legedly ~o feed the hungry in Bangladesh. Ed ~~p~~ ~eft ·t~e 

group after t ·en years because of "corruption", thievery, and "fund-
-~. . - . 110 

r.iising frauds he wa:J tttld t~ perli'~t~te daily . ~n . tJ:ie .pu~~c ~ ~.~ 

Si~ Han3adut.ta Swami~ formerly one _Of the top ~~~~D _ wo~ld:-w:i:de 
~ishna leaders, clams the g-roup uses "money'. collectin schemes . . . . . . . . .. . . . : ... - . . · ... - . ... · .. ll 
p~'tterned after tba teacbin38 Of 80Dl8 Of the ~8t: Ven~r~ble ~OD men.·" . . , . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .- .. 
The: Children. of ~~ . believe~ that b~.cause .~~~"worl~ .. J.~. s0 co~~t: ·. ... . 

. . . 
it is not subject t~ civil and crim:ln81 laws· and teaches its ·members . 112 . . : . .. 
to subvert the legal system. Some cults Uploit public insurance 113 . . ... . 
and welfare funds. 

New religious cults do not alway~ ident1f7 themselves ~en 

I 

I 
I 

. ~ · •· 
• 
• 

: . 
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purc~•ID& prop_erty. The Church •f Scientolegy b9ught seven b_µildings 
• • • I 

1n dowotMID _Cleaztrater, Florida Wider the nama of South~m Lat{c1 Salea 
• • • # • • • • .. • • 

~' 

· anti J>eveloP.Dt. _to be used:f.1~he c0mpan7 said. b7. the ~m:i-~~tent 
. United Churchea of Florida. The Unificatlen Cbucb aa purchased . 115 . . . . 
large propen:iea without id~ntifying itself. Sine~ C~~y a~e . ~~t · 

frem most illcorae tuea the new religious culta do not have to give 
. . 116 
;m.blic acco~&i.-.:g 3f 1 ...-,•;:·11· f .i;..» .l:h~ia~ situations. 

Par~ta _and frienda· aearcbing . fer_ cultists claim_ ~~­

grO\Jps ~ec~ive th~ b:y cu.n~taotly UM>vin~ or biding the~ love~ oneso 

Jim Jones tric~ed p~rents and otbar relatives. into turning their 117 . . . . . 
children over to hi.in a~d t r, ~n s;>irited them illesally out •f the :i18 . . . . .. . 

United States int@ Guy~na. Gr andparents ~f small children . ~cults , ' 

or parents whese ch1 .. ldreu remain ii'f cult with a ~p~u_ee or fo~er 

sp0•sa relate storie~ of gr oupa hiding their children o~ of being 

d~nied. acc~ss to th~ even .. if th3y are their l~gal guardiana ~ il_f 
Ttil2nty-t'!lra e thoU3and dacuments .from the_ C_hur.c_b of Sc_ien­

tology'• filea obtain~d by the FBI in a 1977 raid and •rdered re-
~ . . . 

le!lsed to the. public during the 1979 Fe~eral _trial of _ el~ei:a top 

Scientologista wh& were charga~ with consp;i.r~cy to_ SP)" . on_ -~o- -~· 
. . ... 

agencies. breaking inte gaverm:'1e.nt offices. stealing government doc- ·. 
. . . _·· .. . 12( 

umenta, "bugging" federal agency !!laetings, and obstruction. of justice . 
. . '· . . . .. . 

dramatically e.-cpo3e the ~oup•a -qi.any deceptive tactics • . the dacU~ .·· 
. . . . . 

ments outline plans for tha .infiltration by Scientologists of mere . . . . . . . . . . .. ~: : · 121. 
than 130.federal agencies, private organizati•na, and buainessea. 
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.The released documents also show the Scientologists plotted . - . . . ·.. - . . . . - . .. 122.: . . -.. : . ·- .. ·• . . - .. . . . . . . 
to discredit the Church's critic• witb· ~e~hoda invo~ving illegal . .. . . . . .. . " . -~.. . . ' ... . '. . . . . . . . . .. ' .. . . . . . .... 

surveillance, burglar.iea, forgeries. · and-·such "dirty ·cricks" as. · 
. . - . ·. - . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . ·- . . - - . -·· 

setting up a f ~lse hit .and ma automobile accident implicating the . ·.. . ... ·. ' . .. .. .. . ' ., .. . . .. . 123 . .. . . . -.... .. ·- .. . . . - . .. 

~_hen~J?8YO~ of _CleB:rwatex_· ~abriel Cez~res, . · '.'Operatio~ ~napp_~·.• aimed . ~ 

at implicating -Calif ornia Deputy Attorney General Laurance Tapper in · . . . . . . . 124 .. . . . . . . . . 
a _ woman~ a· p~egnas."1cy ao· h~ wou~d lose. bis ~o~, . ancl . ~-~P ~ · C~ O?a~atio~. 

:Freakout~ directed against P~ulette Coop~~· wr•te. a book critical. . 125 . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . . 
~f _Scient~logy in 197_1. The plans fOJ!'. gat:11er~g ~telligenc~ OD 

"enemiea'.' in order to discredit: them µic:luded ·a .d~taUed point system . . . . . .. 126 . ... .. · . ... . . 

f~r ag~nt~ who . su~ceeded in gathering. info~t:ion! ()n~ ~~~~~~en~ial 

Scient~iogy memo ran~ -entitled "ABM Clean Sweep" ("ABM" ref era to . .. . ... . .. . ' . .. . .. . · · .. . . 

the counter-cult 11$Vement,wbich S~ient~logists di~parasing~~ refel; .· . 

: t9.:. as the. "Anti-Reli gion Movement") lists pr~inent csunte!"':':~~lt .... . thai . . . . . . ..... ! 
~ctivists. and statesAth_e _''major -target" is " to . co~l~~~ - ~~i27~d 
initiate_ att~ck on. key figu~es in .. the anti.-cult movement'~. -. 

·' 

the htdierto secret Scientology documents a1$4' reveal a . . 

c~pl~ plan to prevent legal dep:ogr~ings which included getting 
. : . . . . . , . . 

~c~entolcagists to ,:eveai negative ·things a~out their parents .which 

l!~ttld be Used in future C0'1rt cases if the par-~nts attempted t~ de~ . 
. ! 128 . ~ . 129 . .· 

. program themo Anot.'ler Scientology ~ran~ : outlines plans .. to 
.· 

.S:dvise . parents through a group_ ca~led "Cons~.~.r PrC)te~tion 

Agency•.• to s~~ unaucessfUl.. ·deprograaners for cons~er fr.a~o·· 
. . . 

~thei: .. released Scientology _doc~ents· confirm what. many 

.- cult crit_ics have long· susp~ted :. the Alliance .f~r · the. Preservation ." of 
. . . . 

:; . 
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Liberties, known as APRL, is linked to the Church of Scientology. 

In an u~dated Scientology memorandum entitled "PR/General 

Categories of Data Needing Coding", APRL is listed as the lead 
130 

item in a category called "Secret PR Front Groups." " APRL, 

which .attempts to enlist the support of prominent academicians and 

clergy, claims to be an independent group of citizens intent on 

protecting reLi.gj o1.1 s fr e edoin, a.nd has always denied any connec­

tion to any cult. 131 The American Fa!11ily Foundation, a cult­

research organization, sa1s APRL lobbies in state legislatures 
. . 

and in the . U.S. Congress to prevent official enquiries into 

cult activities. It accuses APRL of attempting to "defame" 

cult critics and of spreading "exaggerated and inflammatory 

accounts of cult deprogrammings. ~,132 The AFF asserts the · 

~released Scientology documents confirm that the · real purpose of 

APRL's ~Family Counselling Service" is to gather intelligence 

~n families opposed to cults and to monitor their contacts with 
·. . . 133 
counter-cultists. 

S. Many cult members break civil and criminal laws and 

some operate in an ~tmosphere of actual or potential violence. 

In November, 1978 ~ . the U.S . House of Representatives' 

Subcommittee on Internationa l Organiza~ions headed by former 
.. 

Congressman Donald Fraser of Minnesota called for ·a federal 

inter-agency . task force . to investigate apparent ii leg.al activities 

of the Unification Church and its many related operations. 

The Fraser Subcommittee 
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c:lt:ed violati.U by the Unification Church of U. s. tax. immf.gration>i ' ' . . . . . . . ..... 134 . .. . ~ 

baald.ng, cun-ency, and foreign registration laws. In April> 1981 ~ 
• ' • • • ' • • • • ' • "" ' "' ' • • • · • • •• ' ., .I 

. . . . 

the u. s. Jmmlgration and Na~uralizacio~ Service cbarge4 thirteen 
. . . -- ~ -· - .. -~ . .. . . . . . . ·- - .. .. . . . . . . . 

Unificacion _ CburCb members .. with overstaying their tourist v1Ja& . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ - . ..... - · 
- - . 

· and revealed that more than i.ooo other· Unification Church membera .. 
. . . : . . .. . .. . ··=· ·135 . . 

have been arrested for overstaying tourist ~isas ·~~e 19.73... ... Bob 
... .. 

Brandyberry, a f@rmei: high Unification Church official, claims· he · 
. . . .. . . - . ' . .-. . ·-

0~s ·directly i.nv•lved ~th i3g~r v~o1.4t~~~s. o~ .~ c~~~r.Y.~ 8. .. ~~nat:i.-
· tutional and judici~l lawa11

• Brand~t:X~ J:'~Porta _ .. he ti-all~fen:ed 

· mol\ey from n~n-profit to profit-making •geocles of the Church (viola-'. 
. . . . . . . : . . ' . . . -· '. ' .... 

ting s~curities and Excbang~·- Commi.saion reguiatlons), perf•rmed . . ' . . ' - •' . . . . . . - - . . ... ' ' 

.· "fr:audul~t :fami~:.ation procedures" in •rder t• get ··a top Chur~h · . . ' . --- .. . - ' ... .. . .. . . . . 137 
· lead.er into the country• padded payr(»lls, violated IRS regulations, 

; .. 138 . . . . . . . . 
· and falsified· .a GI loan. 

. . - . ~ . . •.· : 

- 1 
In October> 1979 eig_~t top Sciento~ogy officials, inci:ludlng .. . . .;. . . . . . . ... .. ·-- . 

f~under ·, L. Ron Hllbbard's .wife, M~~ Sue> wer~ .. conv~~te.d on a si~~~e 
count Of conspiracy to steal -g:wen?ment documents ana a . ninth . defen~ 

. ' ·139. . . . . ~ 

dant of a mitJdemeaner t:heft count • . in Decembe.r, 1980 the other· two .. . . . .. ... ... . ... . .. . . ' . . ". . . . . ...... . 
; . . .. . 

defendants whe were extradicted from England we~e convicted on niue 
. i - .. · .. ·. · .. · , ' '.'.):· . ·•., . -· ......... c·· " '":; " . : · . .. -.·140 
co'unts Of aiding and £be-tt1ng burglaJ;'y Of U. ~. governm~Dt .. of~i~e~. · . 

~ .: . • . • • . . ! - • . • • •• •• • ' • . • .. . . . • .•. • . .. .• - • • •• • 

ni- _,~cembe~~ 1980 u. s. Senator Too~s-- ~glet~n~s nioce, Se.ient~leg!st 
· I · . · · ·· · · . ' - . . . . . . . . ·- . .. -.· . . . r ··- • • • • • • • · . • • .. 

Libby Waiga:od > . and her ···lawyer . were found. guilty of attempt~g to ex..:. . . . . . . . . . . . .... . .. ' 141 . . 
:.tort $220,000 fr~ the. Se~at@~· to give. to the .Church. . . .. :.: 

, In 197.6 the head·-~~ · the Siar~ Kri~hna :'m~v~e~~ =~· G~~~; 
' . . .. ... . . . . . ~.. . .. . ... .. . ... 

··.• ... 

aQd thirteen other .menbers were p~oseeuted by West German officials 
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~~~ ·w-eapw~ - ~~~tiona. charter i£2aud, child a~duc~iOn., tax ~vaaien, 

•.!'~. : fal.s~ficati~n of passports •.. __ .. In 1979 Callf9m~. ·iuvestlgatora 
. . . . . . . _·_ . . . -. · . . 

4t•c•ver~ p~~~y .1•eotlfi~ti0~ .cardf~3automeb1l~p~~e;s, . a~~ cr~dit 
.ca~~ at•. Bare Krielma ranch there. ·Former -m~b". ~ -~piro 

- . ~ - . . 
claim.a K:rishnae bragged abMit their "success in robbery" anct · says . . . . : 144 

. ~·t~ey've become outright thieves bl the-name .of r~ligio.;.." - Sin~e '. ' . . . ' ' . . ' . . . ~- . - '. . l 
1977~ evldace of llare . K-.:i shna drug-smuggli~g operatiens ·ha.a surfac~ ; 

' . i 
and iu 1980 seven Kriahnas were convicted and sentenced in Calif•mia: . . . .. .. . . . ... ·145 ! : 

for eperatiDg a multi-million ·doll.ar. drug· ring eut .of Pald.atano I 
. . . . . • . ! 

. Callfornia building officiala charge th~ Church Univer_.1 . . . . ' . ' . ' 

and 'lriumpbant with extea.~i9'e ~llega.~ -_constructiea .~nd ~~~in~ activi- . 

tlea io the remodelling of it:s headquarters, Camelot, in the Santa . . . . 146 . . . . . . . . . 
_Monica meuatains .near Malibu. · In ·Oct•ber, 1980 Cali~~rnia a~~b~r_-

·i~~es. investigated a IU.gh preasure-"iaves~e~~ " . aolici~~t~on bu~~ess 

conducted from a shc;>pp:l.Ds cen~er by .: cur members ~iDs whl~h ·they · . 

•1f egedly ~11:1.zed stolen bank computer li•ta. 4eaov'4. famitur~ . . 

. fr~ the office and left unpaid bills when they aband•ned the opera-
1 · 147 . '. . . . ' . :,: · ' ' ' ' . 

tion. 
• I 

I . . . . 

C._lifornia have recently been charged with dezena •f counts of child · · 
': \ 148 . .. ' . ' .. . . ' . ... ". . ' . 

abuse. · ~In ~ua~, 1981 Pt>lice b'-amed. n-iae memb~ o_f The ~v~i: · . 

. of Life· Tah~~cle in Wolf.-.. Po~~~·· ~nta~· ~or. th~ beating death of: a 

,· .... five year-old •d .. charged ·them. w1tb -c•n~plr11cy t• physically ·and emo-
. .. . . . . •' . .. . . . . . . . . .. 

. tionally abuse childrea in the cemmune and with covering up_ their . . · 149 . . ' . . . . ... . " ' : ... ··· . 
'.vi_plence. ·In September, 1980 B.everend Robert A. Carr and three . . ....... . ..... • .·.: . . . .. ...... . 

-. ~ . . . 
other• in bi:_a ·Church o·f G9d aad True •tiness were ·sent to pris•n for 

• 
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. anti · . 
violating u. S./alaveY:y laws by fercing members into bard labor and ·. . . . . . 150 . ~ . " . 
mistreating them in othc _way~~ In' Jaiauaxy, · 19~9 .. a. cor~ner'• jm:y 

in Billioga.· Mo~cana . found fivf! mcabe.rs Of '?he Over,cep~rs~ · ·mclud~g .. . . . . . . 

the clNd c~d's m~ther, crlmfn,ally negligent in. the death of an - . ·151 - . . . .· . . 

infant during a hsme d~liV8X?. . In 1979 a Swiss court sentencecl . . . . .... . 

the leader of a Divina Light Hie•ion to .fourteen years in.prisosa on . . . ·151 . . . ' 

~-:-~harges ranging from breach of peace ~~· ~rde.r. 

Cult critics •••ext soma groups ~~olace aolic~~ati~ . :i:e~~~- . 

· tlons and charitie~· fraud laws. they say s~a cults break ·other 1awa-
. . . . .. .. . . . . 

when they fail to innocµlate in~ants, register· t~eir ~~, and ~du• ~ 
~ . 

~ate children properly. 
. ' . . 

Critics assert other laws ar~ broken when· 

cult followers are housed .in crowded and uns~ni~axy living cond~tiona . 

and when· small chtldreO are forced to· work and lWOt'kers are DOt paid 

·~imum wages. California law professor Richard Delgad~ ·believ~ ~ha~ 

r~ligious cults violate _.Thirteeoth Amendment federal aii~l-sla~ery . 
atatutea Wblch outlaw invol~tary ·ae.rv!tude (being compelled to keep 

.& Job one doesn , .t tta~t) . and . pe~nage .(being preve~t~d £rom i~v~g a 
. . . - . . . . . . . 153 . 

job be,caus·e a debt•-real or :lma~ry· ·-has not been paid)_. Other 
- . 

obse~ers of the ·cult seen~ cbar$a· -religious cults violate inte~- : · · 
. ' . . . . 

tional human rights _ la~ when they do not allw-. lllembe~·s ·to ccma .and · 
. . . 

go freely or to l~ve the gcoup if tbey' wish.:. 

Sane new· religious eults have acc~iated l~rge weapons 
' ' ' ' .· . 

·caches and·· ~ecurity ·forces ~ecessary, they claiJD,' ·for _ se~f~defe~se. 

.. 

In March-, 1980 public officials disce>Vere"d" at _a -_ !la.re Krishna r~ch 

.near uktah~.:· C~lifo~ia a . ~ifie:~unted grenade· l~~~h~r~ · t~ee ri~~~~~ . . . . . .. . 

J 

t ; 
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~.r: swrt-barrel. ori-..tguns, several tbausand rounds of amriaini,tion 

z :>'"loding bb.lleta for illegal handguns and auto~tic weapens, a bay-
. . 

~> bows ancl arrows~ and oxder forms for param:llitaxy t:rainiog 155 . . . . .. . . . . .. . ... . . . . 
na=ala. A £e:w w-eeka later police found . casings. pwders~ .and 

1-~ . .-:.!g:S tor maldng 50, 000 rounds of 8DIDUDition at a Krishna-owned . 156 -· .. .. . .· . ... 
-ws-=ebouse in El Cerrito. California and discovered additional 

. . . . ·157 
..::..-::-..L:ti :Ln r.i »f.t.'"'.tle ~:-;,· i.d '~! ~ $. i'.cf.s~-1~ t;;torage shed near Sacramento. 

' ~ !'.:a 7·, l 96 0 poJ.i~~ f .:;una s~"-=-rc.:~ weapr-na inc~uding a submac:hin~ 

p e~d Eoxrw.11ition in a cur l'f:longiDg to Srila Hansadutta Swami • ... . 

1-~t:~.a:: kiabna t:iU?Jber later admitted to ownixlg the weapw and .8111D\1D-l53 . . . . . . . . ... . 
Since 197~ K:rishnaa at the New Vrindaban COillllUlle in West . . . . .. - . . 

h2":7e stoc!Qiled lJ~g~ numbers Of weapons t~ey c~a~ ~~e 

~~;::s~ry for protection against· hostile neighbors with whem ·they . 159 . . . . 
•1~e 1.!?volved in shooting incidents· several years ago.. Bare Krishna 

ni~a=s say th~y are collecting weapons in order to _prepare for im• 

U:::.::.e:ll: lP.>rld holoeau.qt predicc~d in holy scriptures in which the 
. . . . ' 160 

r~_s:o.a.s will fight a holy war against the rest of the world. 
! . . 

The Way International trains l!l.Rny members _ in weapons use 

c: ~=3 college campus at Emporia, Kansas and its Way Po~ce Force ." . . 161 . . ... ... . . 
I . . 

pa:::-02.a its property .at New Knoxville·~ · Ohw. . '?he Divine Light 
~ . . - . . . . . . . . - . . . . . ... . -

-.;1_i ;~i.ao'a security force. ''W~rld Peace Corps", travels with GU:~ .~-. 
. . 162 . . 

~j 31 ' 1.n order to .protect him. At least two large Unification · 
163 . . 

=~..n training camps are guarded. A large arsenal ol automati~ . 
' ' • • • • • o ' - •'I • ' o 

. . . 
:i~~ea > . shotguns> and bandgw:is were found at Jonestown after Cengrees-. . . 164 . . . .. . 
6c::l. !..el.> Ryan and his party vere slain and.over 900 of bis followers 
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. . . 165 
f.,rc·ed into "suf:cide" at the ~point of Jim Jones' b~tal. guards. 

Form~r cult menib~rs~ their families~ and •ther_ cul~ critf..cs 

complain. Of physical bams8ment •. · Cbristoph~r J!;dwards ha.a received 
.. . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

many death th~~ts since he wrote a · book abe~t hi~ ~erience~ wi~J:l 

the Unifi~tion Church ,and his pareni~6 had to ~~~ privat.e de~ectiv~a · · 

·for many. mont~ to guard their homee ID 1979 twe Unification Church ... . . 167 " ... . . . . . . .. ; 
members led by tb.1

:: ·organization• a legal director physically assaulted: . . . . ... . . .. . "168 " j 

private detective Galen Kelley. his wife, and Mrs • . Bobina Smalley ! 
. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . : 

at the ·Kelley home. Kelley and Mrs. Smalley were bospitaliz~d ~th l 
. · 169 . . . . - . . ···.··. . I 

head injuries. ~ August Of 1979 two Unification Church area ~di- . r 
rectors were arrested and charged with sheeting at the.car of two . .. . 170 . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . 

former members. ' Counter-c~it activists .including Stev~ _Hassa~ 

were assaulted when· they attempted io .. st~p people from boarding a 
. 171 . . . . .. . 

• t ' . 

Unification Church bus headed ·for Florida. . Lawyer Herbert .Ro3edale ·- . . .. :· . . . - . . . 

reports people in Kerkhonson. NaW York .. who are. involved in a ZOl'.ling 
dispute ·: · · · . ·. · · . ·. · · 
~~ with th.e Unification Church hav~ b~n. follow~d by what :. t~~y 

. . . . . 

. · believe ·a~e Unification -Church vans and receive telephone calls at 

~l~ hours of the night~ Th~se active against th~ . Church . in Gl~ucea­

ter, Massachusetta , .say Unificatt&l. Church members · t~k pictures ~f . . ... 

~hem and recorded ' their names, address~s, and ~ut~~le ~icens~ 

. 
. I 

· ·plate nu&iibers. Rosedale. has himself rece+ved a". few har~~sing telephone 
172 . 

calla .. · 

··A wltness ~n ·t~e. Oregon ~.rial in w~i~b .. Julie Cbr~sto~~~eon 

Titchbou:tne was awarded over $ 2 million in . Q&mages . fr~ the. Church 
. . . - · .. -- - . 

· . ~f Scientelogy ·claimed .her life wa·s · tbreatenad when .she lef~ the. 173 . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . : 
group. Another witness testified she was beaten when she stopped 

. . .. . 
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au...jit~Mi~. One C?t th~ alternate jurors claiiaed a man tt:areatened 
. 17: 

on the telephene to kill her if the jury found against Scientology. 
. . . . . ... . . . 

Scientology critic Paulette Cooper baa received aDOaymous ·deatb 
176 . . . 

· threata. · 

Parents of Yay Internati~aal member .sbaro? Bel1 cl~im 
177 

. \lay members trailed them 1n cars, made threatening telephone calla. 
. 178 . . 

;;;1J.:: b:n.~1';1~ 1nt¢t their home until a Fairfax1 Virginia County judge 
17~ ... - . 

1>'rder~d the group to stop harassing them. · A promin~t _Way . Int~- . 

national leader has been publicly identlfi~ as ~he .~aaa_i~-~ ~-

·shot a lai,:~ repressn~ing Miss Bell_ i~. the ~ras~~~ -c~se ap:l.Dat 

the group. Way critic Kurt Van Gorden claims .be wu physically 
181 

threatened when ha spoke out against the .ar-up. 

A parent who tried to get her child out o~ the Tony ~~~ 

· ·Sasan Alamo Foundation claims the ~oµp's membara ·t:wlsted her arm 
·1a2 .. · · . · 

· .and threw her against a wall. Defectors ot the People's Temple 

s t:ill fear rep~isal~ fro~ a "death squa~"; in. ··~~ ~9~~ two . ~~omin-
. .. 

e:itt cx-itics of the group, Al and Jeannie Mill•a·::"trlitte shot to death 
I · 183 . · . . · . 

ili tbeir bome • 
. · . ' ' .. ~ 

. . Many former cul~ists saY: their ~ii%"~~ e~eaa. te . 

kill or to sacr!.fice their ·livea if neceaaary ..... ~· weir:e-told to 
· i. · · · ... · . ~ltS· . . . 
c..Gidt suicide rather than to face a deprograamin&~ ·· ~ristopher 

· z:.;~:r:ds r~ports he ~uld hav.a 0 killed wltbut ~~eat~ ~~r Bev~~end 186 . . . . . . ... -· 
, 'Y..on": Other fomer ~beJ;~ say "they1~nif~~·t~on ~~h ~emb~!J 

will ·al~ willingly di~ for their caus~n ·" . Sha~ .~11 ~~ports ... ~a~. 

t.i.e:!ztbers were told "it might ba necessary to kill .anyone wb tried -~• . 188 . . .· .... . .. . . ·-
leave the group". Says one f~rmer Way follower,-; "If he {jlierwi~t;J . 
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bad teld me t~. kill myself, I wauld have done it. If be bad told 
189 

~ to kill somebody els~, ~ would ~v_a don~ tba~ too.·~. . A former 

Church of Armageddon member testified· a leader eoce stated "it might . . . . . . . . . 190 
ona day be necessary to kill aomeMe for dlsc~pliDary ~easou0 

and parents of a former followe~, of Love Israel cencur .. that ~a . . 

di..sciples obeyed him so much they w.uld have committed suicide f~r 191 . . . . . . .. 
hu. Reverend Mo'tn h~elf said in 1974 "from this t:l.ma ev~ry· 

people or every organization t~t goea againa~ ~e Unification .Ch~cb 

Yill gradually come down er drastically coma down and die. Many .. . . . 192 - . . . . . 
;>-eople will die--th•ae who go againat our movement." - Psychiatrist . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Joha G. Clark, Jr. • wh• has treated over 400 .. fexmer cult memb~rs~ . 

b&.s testified he believ~s these . cu~ts '~are axmies . of willing~ ~~P~':bl)' 

ceatrolled soldiers wb• weuld nof only kill their parents or themselves, 
. . .193 . . 

bT.lt are ready tea act against anyone. " 

ID sum, because of the3e f~ct~ra-~881De cu~ts' _intentional 

cd intensive uae of .cee~clve-persuasion, t~~~ ~lo~~ation a~d · 
I . " . . . . 
1 • • - . . • . 

~e •f members, their apparently ·deliberaia deatruc~ion Of the 
l . . . . - . . - • • - .. . .• 

£9-11Y unit, their . use._ el syet~tic ~eception, · an~ t~~ir.". r~~r~ .. ·of 
I . . . 

~le.ssneas and violence--the academic. co~~ mw1t recognize it: - . . . . . . . . . . . .. ·.. . . . . .. . ,, - . . . . ·: . -.. 
is 4e.a1µig with a ·pbenemenon _qualitatively different from previous 

:lev religious mevem~ts. -.. ) 

If academicians wlab .t:e •tudy cults anci desire to be .. objec-. . . . - ' . - . . - - ..• .. . . . . ' . . 

.tive. they must .be sure the~r facts are accurate.and c~l~~e • ... -..s~~di4u; 

~- the cults o~ of cult members c~~o~ be limited to . c9ntr9l group·a 
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or t:o data provided by th~,. cults themaelves. Acadead.ciana must 
• • • 

1
t.r . . . · : . . . · - ·· · · 

realize that cult officials wb• are conceme_cl al»Qut their negative . . . . . . . . 

Public image acd aware of the imp.ortan~e -.of . i@od public relations · 
. .. ;• .: ' . . . ·~ . 

will att~t to .. 0 put the best face~'. ~~-their ·JrOUP· >· lf:-:.yGu··~re a 1 ,., 

cult lc.;1.d~r a nd a sgcial sc~entist or .psy.c~trist c~e to ~tudy . · 

your mov.anent. woul dn't you provide him cr·her ·wich ·cmly the be~t-

.;~ j _}ta >:'.: •. :::~ •. :. .. ,-..• ~ ·~~:cr..m;~est menabers anci with only th•se facts that weuld . . . . . . 

· ·make yo~r group app~r benign ~nd h•lthy? '?he:;~er .. i~ .. obv~ •. ! 
. j 

• It is s~etimes difficult for men and women of goad will to reco&DiZ• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

th~t th:::re are people in · ~bl• w•rld who are. le~s tban ti=~st. · · ) . ~ . ~ . . 

In order for their .studies to be objective, aca~ernic~na . . . . 

muet take into account aud deal with the overwhelming empiric:al_, . . 

first-band evidence provided by fsrmer cult members themselves and . . . . . .. . . . ·. -·'9> · 

~~ilie2 of present and former cult membe~s. ,ournalista, cult-re-

&earche%S, and .mental health profe&8ionals who CO\)n88l Cultists. 
. . 

In addition they muat study testimeny given iD public hearings and 
. . . . .... " ... ~ .. . 

.. in the mushrooming numb.er of court ca.see concerning cults. The infor-

mation gi ven by foraer cult members • .:.who are, after.al1, the only 

real "experts'' in this field.--ar~ •ften . g:L~~ ~ho~ shrift _ in. ~~d~c 
~tudies and is. explauied awa1 as "sour grapes" er .aa ·attempts _t• 

. ,·. .. . . . 1· . 

cov~r up embarras~ent at .having been suckered .into a .sreup. But the 
. . . . . . ,, ... . . 

thousands of eyewitness reports· of cult ab~ea•-man7 of .. ~hem nearly · 

· identic.al --cannot. be c':ls~lly . eiq)lained ~Y :i.n this ~cner. The . 
' . . . . . . 

growing body .of information pio~ided by i>aren~~. •f. present and .~as~ .. 
. . 

cult members and by other writers and professionals such .as ourselves 

: . 
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whe d• not have children in these ·groups and therefor.a b&ve ne per­

. aonat axe t~ . grind can no longer be ign~red. Cul~ critics· are not 

ebsessive ·~ld-eyed . c~azies .wh• .. ~~e opposed to •~1 .religion ~r _ wh~ 

are agaµist free~om of_· religion, as cults and _ cult-linked gr.Ups · . . . . . .· . . . 

such 8$ APRL wollld have us believe~ Without the data from these: ·• 

sources academicians' stu~ea. of ' eults are lnadeqUate -and ~balan~edo t . .. . 

. __ .. . ~ults solicit _well-known·, pre_stigioua. academ~cians who 

.might . le11d ~heir sup~ort to the vi~ thai they are simply pluralis­

.. . i 

tic .,nail religious movements". These scholars generate intra-academic . . . · - . I 
• - .. J 

.coptroversy ~~out the cult pl)enamenen _wh~ch defl,ecte attention ~nd .... . . . . . - .. 

·'discussion away from the real and critical issue: the be~vior Of 

the cults tb2!Dsel ves . Academicians must net · allow tJtemselves to be 

duped and exploited by groups who are anxioua to gain legitim~zation. 

The recent experience of Reg~ld y. Jones~ a Br!~ish 

intelligence expert, is both i~lum:lnat~g and inst"JFUctiv~o Jenes, 

a personal advisor te Winston .Churchill during World War II, accepted . ' . . . 1 

invitationa from tl)e UnificatiQn Church to attend four Church-aponsere~ " .. ' . . . . 

Irit~~t:ional Conferences en the Un!.ty _.C>f .Sciences (lCUS). · Bewever, 
. . 

after becoming aware Of the intensive indoctrination methods used . . ~:c. .:re· i;_ ~ .. 
. :1>Y the Unificati~~ Church, ..J:?Jnes .,refus0d to atteo~ fU,.~._4eAmeecinga 

( 

' . 

so he would no }()ngsr J'give credibility t• the Moonies' academic 
. . .194 ' . .· .. . . . ·.. ... l , 

circug•'.-. Tha3e who do attend such a11..-expense paid .1cqs conferences 
. ' 

·in appealing l$cations like Japan, Hawaii, -and the Canary Islands . · 

severely compromise their academic objectivity. It is., af~er a_ll, 

difficult to be crit.ical of one's gra~i~us and genereus h•sta. 

:t 
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No matt:eT what the aaadeinicians' · pers8Dal motive~ :•r ela­

bi.>r(1te th~retical constructs may be, they •st· face. a · c~~ial . fact:i. 
. . -· .... ..... . , .. . . . . . 

th~ir. acti~~s have . imp•rtant ramifications . for ···and ·impace on .thouaands . . . . . 
of cu l tis t s and . thei.r families~ By ~en~ing _the$.r n~~ ko cult- . · 

~ip~n.a~~~rl- c«tn'~~e:?:r.P.~,. ~nrt bP.a.towi!!g ·acad~ic legit:imacy. 'up~ii tii"'ese .. . . . . :- - ·· ... , • . . 

,. ·· ·,r··' ·· :· · ·· .-.···· ~-. -=·,.·. , .... :-a ·· ·,tl -.. ~ ... t··~· ~, "'r 'I' nr (;; i --... effect aidin° and abetting ·::-. ·· ·· · ::.·• ,,. .,.._,<-.. .... t.4 :.' . ~I' -_!: .. '-• ':: · ~ VJ . • c.t ~ · •• :S• • Ji..> ' O 
•. 

i:b e dnr,gers and abuses perpetuated by some c~ts .• .. ~ a~d.i~'.'-on~ they 

.... -3 t?:C::1!~e1·.,es a . gr~ve disservice because ·they C91DJ)romise b9th their , . : . . . . . . .. . . . .. 

:;-~. j e(.:ti~rity and c;:cldibility aa well as their ·professioDal reputatio~a. 
.. . . . · . 

. , . 

. I 
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THE CULT PHENOMENON: FAD OR FACT? 

MARCIA R. RUDIN* 

Before we can discuss the legal str.ttegies available to counter the new 
religious cults, we fir.;t must discuss whether the cults should be countered, 
and. if so, why. We must, in shon. discuss wtw I call the cult phenomenon. 
This involves consideration of several questions. What are the new religious 
cults? Are they really a new phenomenon. or are they similar to religious cults 
that have existed in the past? How many new groups have been created'? How 
many members have they attracted? Are they a fad that will pass or a penna­
nent part of the worldwide religious scene? Are they dangerous, or are they a 
welcome addition to religious and cultural pluralism? 

Sociologists define cults as deviant groups which exist in a stale of ten­
sion with society. ' Cults do not evolve or break away from other religions. as 
do religious sects. but offer their members something al1oge1her different. 7 

Althoug.h by definition culls conflict with "the establishment ... 3 there are de­
grees of l'Onflict. The greater the commitment the culls demand from their 
followers. the greater the hostility they meet from society. 4 · 

Religious rults have alway~ existed. particularly in unstable and lroubled 
times. The Roman Empire. for example. which allowed great religious fre.e­
Jmn, was deluged with apocalyptic movements that sprang from the meeting 
of eastern and western l'Ultures." Thmugh,>ut history people. both young and 
old. have sought personal fulfillment. peace. mystical experience. and religious 
salvation through ~ui:h fringe groups. 

Today's religious cults. ·however. differ from those of the past in several 
respcl·ts. First. there has never before been such a proliferation of religious 
cults. Signs of this -.:ult "boom .. arc everywhere. Bulletin boards on hundreds 

• Portion~ <•I' thi' p;tfl".'r appcar in rcv1~J fom1 in PlttSON OR PARAl>ISE'! Tttt: Nt.w 
Rt-.1.l<ilous {"1;1 ·1 s h~ A. Jame' RuJin and Mar\:ia R. Rudin. Philaddphia: Fonrcss Pn:ss. 
1980. Reprint\.'\! with ~m1is,ion uf the puhlisti.:r. (l ) 19110 hy A . Jame~ Rudin and Mllri1:a R. 
Rudin. 

I. Starl & Bainhrid);!l'. Of Cl11Jrcht•.1. Sea~. 1111d C11/tJ: Pr1•Jimi1wry C11nn•p1.~ for 11 T/ittJry 
of Rt'ligiom Mon•mn//I. J. 1·01t SnEl'i'I lf' K Sn11>r 01' Rll llilOS. June I 979. aJ I~~ . 

~ . /ti. 
J. S~!:I' and !:Ult' "'1th ex isl in a state of tension with the prcvailin~ socicty. Culls, how-

1.:vcr. arc morc in !:nntli!:t "'·i1h a!:!:cptcJ culture and ic.lcas than arc SC\.1li ~ausc culls do not 
have a prior tic IAith ;mother n:lil!ion hut fom1 in~•cad lhmuj;!h the dramlllk. innovative intro­
dul·tiun uf new iJca~: :i.cl·t~. in contr.&.,1. deriw fr1ltn rarent rcli~ious or~anizations by means <lf a 
gradual evolution. The ··ults" l·uhural innovation ~encrally comes about because of disagreement 
with prcv01ilin~ s111:ict;1I nomh. If 1hc group were not in 1:onllil.:1 with society. ii would nol ·be 
da.,.~jtfod a~ a cult. /J. 

-1. Id. at l~K. 
~ . J. Noss. MAN's Rt:i IGloNs 7.i (1%91. 
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of -college campuses adven.isc a smorgasbord of religious options; cult .01em­
bers recruit new members and solicit contributions on' street comers arid in 
public parks. stores," touris_t centers; and airports. one constantly h~ stories 
of children, parents, or fri~nds who. became members of these 119ups. Minis­
ters, priests, and ... .tbbis oft~n hear desperate pleas for help, as do the major 

· Jewish· and ~hr:istian organizations. 8 · · · · . . · . . 

· : Although .the precise ·number of these ·cults is· unkJ:town, the number-i.~ 
large and gro.wing ev~r larger: After an extensive ·study, Egon .Mayer ·and 
Laura Kitch, sociologists at Brooklyn College, concluded that since· 1965 more 
than 1,300 new religious groups have appeared in Americ~. 7 Other observers 
estimate· that between 2.S.00 and 3,000 such groups exist in the United States · 
alone. 8 Not all are large and well-known: some last only a short time.· Many · 
of these· cuhs are simply the personaJ creations of their f~iK!Crs .and do not 
outlive them. 11 · • · 

It is as difficult to estimate the number of cult'meinbers as it is ·10 know 
the number of cults whiCh exist. Accurate member8hip records are unavailable, 
and ~ membership figu~e~ the cults release· may be inflated s9 that they ·ap­
pear to .be larger ar:id growing more. rapidly than they actually ~-~o ·eult 

' critic~ who overreact in their c9ncem m~y inadvef1ently inflate ·the figures· or · 
may-.underestimatc them. Since members of cults tend to float from one ·group · 
to ~other, in effecl "shoppi,ng around" among groups. an individual may be 
counted i'n the m~mbership figures of several different groups. 11 Dr .. t.:1a~ 
Galanter, a psychiatrist at the Albert Einstein Medical School in New York· 
City, studied the Unifi.cation Church in late 1978, and ~jjscovered that ninety 
percent ·of its .. members had· had a previous interest in or involveinent · with 
an~ther cult~ 12 Although some expens estimate ·the number of cult adherents . 

. . . 

6 . The American Jewish Committee, the National Cooncil of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese o f New York are just a few organizations 1ha1 have documen~cd lhe receipt 
of such pteas from cki;pcrate families . 

7. Mayer & Kitch. The Paths Seekc:-s Follow: Ideology and Ritual in the New Religious 
Groups (Oct. t976) (paper prcsenteJ ut 1he Annu;il Meeting o{ the Society for the Scien1ific 
Srudy of Religion). · · 

8 . ~inger. -In Search ~if Self. Tht' Cult Culture. ISRAEL HORIZONS. June 1979, at 18 .. -
9'. For example, Orie Bovar's suicide brought an enJ to the cult he had started. Thomas. 

Prartius of Cults Recefring New Sm11iny. N.Y. Times. Jan. 21. 197~. at S2. col. I. 
· fO. The: Chun:h of Scientology claims 4.000.000 members worldwide. Mittman. Scienro/- · 

ogy Under Seige. THE WEEKLY. Sept. S. 1979. at 18. The Unification Church claims 37.000 
members in -lhe Uni1ed States and 2.000.000 worldwide'. Warren, Moonies: Millions of 
Mnnberi"-aml Dollars. Chicago Sun·Times." July 8. 1979, at 11. The Hare Krishnas claim 
IO,OOO ·to .12.000 full-ti~e members in the United Slates and tens of thoUS31Jds of "lay mem- . 
hers" lhroughOut' the world. Ryon. Krislma Sect Deep Into Real Est~lt, L.A: Times, Nov. 26-, 

, 1978. at I. The. 'c)ivine Light Mission claims 1.2 million followers lhroughoul the world. 
·. Potster,.Gur11's Sect; Misgivings in Malibu. L.A. Times. J<1n. 12. 1979, at I. 

. 11 . ra;gets of tM Cults. HUMAN BEHAVIOR, Mar. · 1979. at S8. . . . 
12. Galanter. Rabkin. Rabkin & Deutsch, The Moonies: A Psychological Sludy of Coit· 

version and Membership in a Conttmpurury Religious Sect, 136 AM . J. PsYCH. 16S. 166 
(1979). . 
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at 300,000, 13 Flo Conway and Jim Sieg~lman, authors of Snapping, 14 assen 
that there are 3,000,000 past and present 1.:ult members in Arperica alone. u 

Dr. Margaret Singer, a psychologist and cult expen who counsels fonn~r cult 
members, agrees that two to th~ee million people are presently in these 
groups. 18 

Never before have religious cults been so geographically widespread. 
They are in every area of the United States, in major cities and on college 
campuses. They have spread to Canada and to Western Europe, where gov­
ernments are alanned by their rapid growth. 17 Cult centers also exist in Asia, 
Africa, South America, Israel , Australia, and New Zealand. 

Today's cult members are trc1incd in the latest methods of group dynamics 
and "Madison Avenue" public relations, advertising, and media-manipulation 
techniques.'" They bring a great enthusiasm to their work. so that all mem­
bers are highly visible and effective missiom.1ries. This dedice:ttion heightens 
their efficiency. Thus, although the actual number of recruiters may be small, 
they are very successful in attracting new members to their groups. 

I, a.nd many other observers of 1he cult scene. believe that one of the 
major factors which sets the new religious cults apart from those ·of the. past is 
the use by some of new and highly sophisticated techniques lhat· successfully 
manipulate thought and behavior to auract and keep new members in the 
group. i:i Hundreds of fom1er cult . members h11ve testified to this in couri 
proceedings. publk information hearings, magazine and nc:ws.paper interviews, 
and counseling sessions. Psychiatrists and other professionals who counsel 
former cult members confirm 1he u~c of these techniques. 

These coercive persuasion techniques inClude constant repetition of doc· 
trine. application of intense peer pressure, manipulation of diet so the:tt critil..:al 
faculties arc adver~ely affected. deprivation of sleep. Jack of prival·y and time 
for reflection. cuuing tics wi1h the recruil°s past life. reduction of outside 
stimulation and influen1:es. skillful use ot' ritual 10 heighten mys1ical experi-

____ ,._,_ -----·-·--·- --------- - -----

U . Thomas. Prc11 1ic'e,· of Cult.f R1•n•fri11g N11w Scru1i11y. N. Y. Times. Jan. :? I. 1979. at 52. 
col. I . 

14. F. C'ONWAY & J . SIEGELMAN, 5NAPPll"G: A!l.1ERIC"A
0 S EPIDEMIC OF SUDDEN PEat-

SONAllT'\' C'HANGE ( 1971!). 
15. ft/. at 12. 
16. Mirzman. s .. ;,.,,,,,,,'.~.1· U11der St'i,,:1•. TUE WEEKLY. s~pl. 5. 1979. at 18. 
17. Minrhom. Guru Sect.f Won:i· Wntem E11rc•pe lemlt•rs. Minneapolis Star. Oct. 11. 1978. 

at :?:?A. 
18. The Unification Chun:h sends · mass mailings of colorful brochures accompanied by a 

sophis1ica1ed sales leu~r. tThc aurhor ha~ received such pamphlets in the mail.) Church leaders 
arc trained with elaborare manuals. (The author ha' rhcsc: manuals on file. supplied by an ell· 
member of the Unitic11tion Church. whu had a high position in the Churc:h and who wishes to 
remain anonvmous.) 

19. Tesiimony of Flo Cc.lm~·ay al Information Mc.·ting on the Cult Phenomenon in the 
United S1atcs. Washington. D.C. . Feb. 5. 1979. at 49 I lk'n:inaftcr cited as lnforma1iU11 Meeting]. 
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ence. and invention of new vocabulary20 which narrows the range of experi­
ence and constructs a new reality for cull members. 

Psychiatrists and counselors who treat fonner cult members say that their 
emotional and intellectual rcspon5es have been sc:V""l'CJ)· cunailed. Or. John G. 
Clark. Jr .. Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Massachusetts Gener.ti 
Hospital-Harvard Medical School. who has worked with former cult members 
for the past six and one-half years, explains: 

They appear 10 have become rather dull and their style and range of 
expression limited and stereotyped. They are animated only when 
discussing their group and its beliefs. They rapidly lose a knowledge 
of current events. When- stressed even a little. they become defensive 
and inflexible and retrca1 inro numbing cliches. Their written or spo­
ken expression loses metaphor. irony, and rhe broad use of vocabul­
ary.. Their humor is withoul mirth.~ 1 

In short. a complete personaliry mmsforrnation seems to occur. The cult leader 
can mold the recruit's n~w beliefs and personali1y according to the le;ider·s 
desires so 1he new adherent will have a total commitment to the group. This 
can happen very quickly. sometimes within a period of days or weeks. 22 

Authors Conway and Siegel man believe rhat in most cults 1here is ··a· 
single moment 1Jf con,'ersion and transformation .. which they term .. snap­
ping ... 2 :1 This moment is induced ·'in the course of a cult ritual or ther:­
apeu1ic techni<Jue that is deftly orchestrated to create the experience of a mo­
menious psyi.:hic breakthrough."·~~ After this experience the person is highly 
vulnerable to suggestion. The culls follow up the pr<K"ess by chanting, medita­
tion. speaking in tongues. or othc:r mental exercises that reinforce the eff~cts of 
the sudden p-.;ychic expcrieni.:e and also act as mechanisms 10 stifle future 
doubts. 25 The results of this exJ>'!rt thought manipulation can be neutr.tlized 
only with grea1 difficully. In some l·ases the changes are pennaneni. ~,;· 

--~-· ·--· -... ·--

~O . The- Church of Am~:igt."JJon rename~ the Jays of the week according t" 1he i.e,·cn 
..:huR·hes mentioned in the Bonl nf Revelation and rho.' months of the year after 1hc t1A.dve tribes 
of lsr.tcl. and renumbers the hour~ of the day acrnrding 10 a pattern found in the New Testa· 
ment. The Church modilic~ the manner of reckoning chronological age in accordance with its 
leader;· interpretation or lhe Bible so thal the age of a gmup member is spoken of as sixty· six 
years older than hi~ or her al'tual chronological age. Everyone in the group takes on a .. Virt::.,; . 
Name .. suQ;h as Meeknes~. lntcgri1~. and Happinesl>: they all rake on the surname .. Israel, .. and 
no longer U!>C: their given name. R. El"ROTH . YOUTH. BRAINWASHING. AND THE EX· 
'fREMIST CULTS 83. 85 (1977). 

The Chur~·h of Scientology has de'¥i~ed a virtually new language because they have 
thou!>ands of new words and phral>e~ lo describe lhcir method!> and ide~. Interview by the 
author with a fonner member of the Church of Scientolo~y (Oct. 24, 1979). 

~I. Tes1imon) of Or. John G. Clark, k. lnform1.1tiun Muting, supra noce 19. at 41-42. 
2~ . Id. at 39. 
23 . Testimony of Jim Siegelman. id. al 47. 
~4. fd. 
15. Id. 
26. F. CONWAY & J. SIEGELMAN. S"l'fQ note 14. al 154·55. 
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Today's religious cults are unique also because of their great wealth. They 
charge high fees for classes or lc..:tures and sometimes actually take control of 
members· financial assets.27 They own extensive propeny. 28 operate lucrative 

27. Costs of auditing Scientulogy courses average i&bout $1.50 per hour; the average Scien- · 
tologist spends about $5,000 to complete the process . Telephone conversation with Mary 
Weeks, mother of fonner S~ienlologist (Oct. 1979). Some former Scientologists repon spending 
between $10.000 and $15.000. C. STONER & J. PARKE, ALL Goos CHILDREN. THE CULT 
EXPERIENCE: SALVATION OR SLAVERY'? 42 {1979). Several have reported spending~ much 
a~ $100.000 on auditing. F. CONWAY & J. SIEGELMAN , supra note 14, at 162. 

Members of the Church of Annageddon. C. STONER & J. PARKE. supra, at 175, Divine 
Light Mission. id. at 37. and Children of God. Chari1y Frauds Bureau. Fina{ Report 011 the 
Activities of the Children of God to Honorable Louis J. uftowitz, At1orney General of the State 
of New York 11-12. 28 (Sept. 30. 1974) [hereinafter cited as Final Reporr), must tum over all 
their money and possessions to the group when they join. · 

28. The- Unifica1on Church owns the New Yorler Hotel. TM Darller Side of S11n Moon, 
TIME. June 14. 1976. at 48. the Old Tiffany Building. Lyons. Moonies Utilize Nrw Tactics, 
Nashville Banner. Feb. 16. 1978, at 15. and lhc Columbia Club, Manhauan Center. and East 
Sun Building (former Lofts Candy fac,ory). Moonies' S1ree1 Talce in 1978 Was $20 Million. 
Church Says. RELIGIOUS News SERVICE. May 18. 1979. at 19. These four New York City 
propenies alone were a~ssed in May. 1979 at a villue of $12.225.000. Id. The Church also 
owns 480 acres in Wes1chester Coun1y. New Yon. Moon Church Biggest Londo.,.,.11er in Lorge 
Westche.uer To1rn.~hip. REl.IGtOUS NEWS SERVIC'E. Dec. 8. 1978. al 16. including Reverend 
Moon·s 22-acre Tarrytown residence. Lyons. supra. a ~S5·acrc e~tatc in Barrytown. New York. 
Warren. Moo11ieS': Millimu of Member.~-rmd Dollars. Chicago Sun·Times. July 8, 1979. at 11. 
two recruitment camps in California. Dickey. Moon Church 'Lwe Bomb' Fall-Out. Wash. Post. 
Feb. 20. 1978, at BI. hou~s in San Fr.ancisco. id. a1 83. Cincinnati. Brookshire. 'Mo011ies' 
Looking for BriJ:hler Image. Cincinnati Posl. Feb. 16. 1978. at IO. and the former Chislehurst 
convent in England. Nuns Regrn Saii' of Co111·t'nt 111 One of Moon's Age11cies. RELIGIOUS 
NEWS SERVIC'E. Oct. 17. 1978. at 2J . 

The Hare Krishna movement own~ two doz.en lilrge urban propcnies. including a 14-story 
1emple and residence in Manhattan. Borders. Hare Krisl11w Sect Displays Vitality at Its Ne.,.,. $2 
Million Tempfr i11 India. N.Y. Times. Jan. 16. 1978. a1 84. col. I. a solar energy pyramid-style 
house and nine other buildings in Los An1;eles. a large estate in West 9ennany. a :!3·acre est.ate 
near London. a warehouse in California. and a large temple compleK in India. Ryon. Krishna 
Sect Dt!ep Into Rt!ul fawrc>, L.A. Time~. N.w. :!6. 1978, at I. The Movemen1 also uwns fiums 
in India. Italy. France. England. Canada. Brazil. Australia. and New ZeaJand. and six farms in 
the United States. 14 BACK -ro GooHt::>.1>. THE MACAll:SE OF THE HAJtE KRJSHNA MOVE­
MENT 5:35 (1979). In addition. the Movement owns a nt:w SSO!l.000 temple on a We~t Virginia 
farm. Darling. Alnms1 H1'a1•e11. Wt>sl Virginia: Theml' Pe1rk u11 Ht1re Krishna Ridge. Wash. Post. 
Sept. 3. 1979. at DI. and the fonncr Fisher mansion in Dclroit, Michigan. Taylor. A Reuther 
Wedding, Krishna Style'. in 11 Palace by Fisher. N.Y. Times. Aug. 9. 1977, at :?6, col. I. 

The Way ln1crna1ional 1~wns a l!\'i-acre C<!ntCr in New Knoxville. Ohio. Sarmann. Oliio­
Bt1sed 'Way' Termed ·source of Grm·t' Co11am1. · Catholic Telegraph. Mar. 16. 1979, at I. and 
the en1ire c;.m1pus of the fonner Emporia Collrge in Kansas. MacCollam. The Way-Who Are 
The'· and Whal Do Th,,,· Bc•/i1'1·1•. Ct1RISTIAN HERALD . Nov. 1977. at SJ. 

· The Ttmy and Sus;n Alamo Chris1ian Foundation owns a rbO-acre fann in California and 
property in Alma. Arkansas. Foimdu1io11· s fi1w11ces Stir Criticism. N. Y. Times, Jan. 21. 1979. 
at 52. col. I. The FounJation also own.~ propeny in Nashville. Tennessee. Sirica. Religiot1 is 
their Chief Busi11t'.u. The Tennessean. Dec. 19. 1976. at 14. 

The Church of Annageddon own~ a $:!50.000 mansion in Hawaii. propeny in Alaska, an 
airplane and a car~o :.hip. Telephone conversation with Robcr1 and Joyce Paris. parents of 
former Church of Armageddon member. Tom Paris (Dec. 1979). The Chun:h also owns nine 
houses in Seattle. Washington. telephone conversation with former Church of Armageddon 
1nembcr who wishes to remain an1mymous !Dec. 1979). and a 160-acre r.in<:h in W11Shington. R. 
ENROTH , supra note 20, 111 83. 
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diversified businesses,tll and skillfully extr.tet monev from the public by solici­
tations. :in Their incomes are largely tax-uempt ~ause they calf themselves 
religions . The People·s Temple had over ten million dollars in various bank 
ac~ounts at the ti~ of the mass suicides and murders in Ouyana.3 1 E~­
Unification Church official Allen Tate Wood esrimates that the movemenfs 
income is between 109.S million and 219 million dollars per year.31 The 
Divine Light Misswn is worth aboul five million dollars.SS . 

Money buys power. Some cults can afford 10 hire the best legal minds 10 

help them fight their opponents. 3-t They sue journalists who write about 

Th.- BtiJy tlf Chri!o.I 11wns ii tkcr vf ,ni.111 airpl;ines. Shcf'P"ll'l. Many fi11J Cou.-im1 i11 
C11/o' HoJ.I.;· 011 M··mbt-r.f, N.Y. Tim.:s. Jan. H. 1979. al Al6. col. t. two dozc.·n farm.~ in 
Ohin. Florida. Mi~Mssippi . Al<1Q:a, Briti~h Columbia. 11nd Guatemala. 'TM Butly' Los~s its 
Eurth~Y H1•C1d . CHRISTIANITY TODA\ . June :?9. 1979, lll 4.'. Teu~. ~gia. and Peru. Moore 

· & Harri ... U111'11.,i111•.(,\ i~ Growing AIJt1tll Xc•11· Si·cts 111 U.S .. Hou;;ton Chronicle, M;.r. '.!O. 1977. 
al 1-1. 

The· Chur.:h ,1f Scientoloi;)" own!> a 57-a.:rc .:state in Englillkl. P. CooP£.R. TH£ SCANDAL 

Ot- Sl"IF.NlOl.OGY 57 11971). a large ~hip 1:allcd ··Sea~:· id. at 51. siit buildings in Calif<Yr· 
nia. indul.ling the former C.:Jar.. of ubanon Hospital compk:>.. l.c:,-. S1re111Re" Shii/J11cl1 . . kit•n· 
111/o~y 1mcl '"" t'orclim. lsttAIOI Toll"\. June '.!I. 197~. at :?. anJ th.: old Fon Hanison Ho1.:I irt 
Ckarwatcr. t=l1,rida. Buur~ma. A R..tigi1111 11r fli111-f/11111 :1 • l.oui~,·ilk Cnuricr-Journal. Jul) 10. 
1971. ;ii 1. 

:?9. The l:nilkatiun Churd1. for .:\:tmple. has tiu,ines~" in mauy 1:<1untric:-. Th.- Dm'lin 
Side• of S1111 M1•1111. Tt~IE. June 1-1. l_,7f>. at -IK. The Church ha~ five cumpanic~ in Ktireai. 
Lyon ... Moo11i1·-~ (,'1ili:<' ,\'I'll' Tcwrin. l'\a.,hvill.: Banner. Feh. If>. I 97K. :at 1.5. induding an 
am1amcn1' manufa,·11Jring l:11:11•r~ • .inJ a pharma1:<.'util:;il n>mpan~. The• 011rl..u Side· of S1111 
"1111111 • . (11111·11. a pri!1tin:: ,·ompan~ in San fra11,·1'4.·o. Warr.:n. M11011irs: Miltimr.v "f Me•mh1'rJ-
011d Do/for.. . Chk ago Sun-Tim.: ... Jul~ S. 1979. al 11. resa .. urants. and f?asolinc stations. W.:1-
k'l'. Tl! .. f:dip.\c' t'} 51111 Myw1_~ M1111/1. Nt" YORK MAGAZINE. St."J>l. -:.1. 1976. ii! .\6. Jhc: 
Chun:h publi~hc~ ,\ '1•1r.mt1rltl. a dail) !'\.:"' Yuri.. nt.•w:-.papcr. Kurlansky. Re·r. "'"'"'"f Daily 
C111m1.' 10.CJ(l(J PuiJ Cirrn/<11im1. EnnOR & PUHi ISHER . Feb. I~. 1977. at I.&. Critics alle!::e 
1h.: Churt.·h c;.1n1mls th.: Diplomat :'\a1ion;1I Bank in Washington. D.C .. Miller. Mou11 Clwr;ll 
Clrurt:c•d II\· SEC;,, 811111.: Cci.>1. N.Y. Time:-.. Ma\'~. 197•>. al Oil!. ,·ol. I. The Church invcst\':d 
SIX milli1;n I\• pr1ll.luce the film. /Jrdr1•11.' . du Plcs.!\i\ Gr;.i). Tiu· Hm1-n1l_,· !Hnpti1111. N. Y. Ri::v. 
BOOKS. Ot.·t. :!.5. 1979. at 15. 

Th.: Hart.: Kri~h1w ><:1.'.I run .. a ca1erinj,! s.:r\'ic.: in Los Ange].:,_ rt.>staurants in Lon.Jun. Iran. 
Hl1mllulu. Armr.:rJam. anJ !"e"' Y11ri... R~11n. l\ri.\hnu Src·1 D.UJ> / 11111 Rt'a/ Estelle-. L.A. Time~. 
"''""- ~6. 1'>78. at I. I:?. anJ putil1.;hing cnterpri~t.·~ . Id. at 14. lh.:y produce ;aml sell Spirituail 
SI>.\ lnt.-.m-.:. 0 . COHt::S . THE NEW BEt.IE\"t::ttl>: YOt.:NG RELIGION IN AMERICA 87 (19751 
and c.-o•.>l>.l•l'I\'"-' C. Sro:->ER & J. PARt;E . . mpru n1.11e :!.7. at ::11. 

The Ton) and Susan Af:am11'C'hristian Foun<lation o~ns a western clothing store in 
l"a .. ht.ill.: . Tt.•nne~~l'. Sirica. Rc•ligi1111 is tht'ir Clrhj'B11sit1c'.n. The Tennesseiln. Dec . 19. 1976. 
al I~. and a liGle rc~taur.uit. gasolin.: station. "'cst.:rn c.:lo1hing >hop. cement compoUly. and 
i.:ons1rw1i,1!1 t.:ompan~ in Alma. Ar~an~a~ . F11u1rdatitm" s Fi11ancts Stir Criticism. N. Y. Times. 
Jan. ~I. 19N. al 5'.! . col. I. 

JO. E.g .. Juffe. Mo1111its :tdmit rlrcu '"" 'Yu1111N Dt'n'il-C'rs' e1rt• R"killK i11 Millicm.t 011 tht 
Siren~ •!r ,'li('w Yuri... S.Y. Post. May 17. 1979. at ~ llhe Unitkation Church). 

_,I. Doder. StdJ.~ Rei·rnl Sfiiji 1!{ Cult Fu11d. Wa~h . Pos1. Aug. 3. 1979. al AW. col. I. 
_,:? _ Juffe. Moonic'·'· Ad11111 1/im tht' ·roung Dtc~fr1•r:i' "" Raki11K i11 MiUium on tht Struts 

of Nc•11· York. N. 'i . Post. ~fa} 17. 1979. at 5 . 
. '3. Tin• £x·AiJes Wa;n Guru Mi,~ltt Ltud S~C't to lliolmet'. W8'h. Post. Nov. :?6. 1978. 
:.\4. Bo<line. Tht Clr11rcl1 that S1ws LiJ..c• HC'll. Nafl L. J .. July 9. 1979. al I. 11. Some of 

the auorne:y~ rc:lained by the Church of Si.:ienllllOg) include: Phillip J . Hirschkop. Leonard 
Boudin. Mh:hael ~u~stiaum. Ro~er Zudertniln . R\)gcr Spaeder. John Z11•erling. Leonard 
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them, a:o. and campaign against legislation that aims to curb aheir activities. 38 

The Unification Church hires top journalists and columnists to write for ib 
nl!wspaper, News world. 37 which offers a platfonn for its political viewpoint. · 
Critics even accuse the Unification Church of using its great wealth to buy 
influence with the United States government. 38 

Money also can purchase respectability. Some culls take their adherents 
from th~ir street jobs and put them into "white-collar" jobs. 3 ,. Cult mem~ 
who are visible to the public dress more conservatively than th~)' ·<fjd in the 
past so that outsiders will think the group is less eccentric and therefore less 
dangerous. Many Hare Krishna members. for .example, now wear wigs and 
convcntiom1I clothing. rather 1han their exotic Indian garb, when they solicit on 
the stn:cts. The Unification Church employs renowned theologians ~0 to teach 
al its seminary and to lecture on the group's behalf'. It "dialogues" with 
Evangclicotl Christians and would like to do the same with other religious 
groups.~ 1 It seeks the ui..:ademk world's stamp of approval hy inviting ·promi­
nent academicians ro annual conferences sponsored by a Unification Chun.:h 
organization: the lnt\!mational. Confcrcm:c on the Unity of Sdencc {ICUS). -1:? 

Some academics arc flattered hy these invitaliuns. but others refuse .to <.1tt.cnd 
· !he 1.:on1rnvcrsial meetings hci.:au~ of ihcir tics 10 the Unitkation Church. 

Because of their St;phistica1d cucrciw PcfSU<tSion tCl'hni.4ucs. their Va!'lt 
wealth. and the power and respci.:1ahilil\' their money can buy. the contempo­
rary cults an: not mcrdy a pa~sing f;.u.l~ The) arc not simply temporary wa)·­
stations for those wh1> may he ··into·· somcthing else next year: They arc a 
pemmncnt and rapidly ~rowing pan of the worl~wi<lc religious and cultural 
sc.:n.:. 

This Jocs not 1111.·an. h1>wcvcr. th<it '"-' mu~t he l·ompl;u;.:nt about .the new . 
l·ults. They w;1111 (l\!Opk 111 grow a1:1.·u~to111cd to thciu. to hccome resigned to 

K1~nid.. and f.;1rk <:. Dullk~. Id. kr,•111iah Gu1111an ha!' r,·pn.: ... .:n1.:1t n11.:n1hl:r' of thl' Pl"t>pt.:s· 
T.:mpk. tin ilir;1ti1m Churd1. Chur,·_h o f RiM.: l' 111kr-ra1.1tlinl:!. aml Harl' l!\rishna. 1tl};1111111tio11 
Mc·1·1i11.i:.. ·'"/'"' llPll' 11.J. al IX . 

. \ 5. Id. li1/i1r11111111111 .\lc.,·1i11g. -'"!',.•' ntite I Y. al IX. 
~'"· E.g . . l.~1111' • .\!,,,.,,,.._. ( ·1ili:1· .\"1·11· 7111110. ~a,.,h\ille Banner. h :h. lfl. llJ71t. at 15 

1Unitii:a1inn C'hun:h1: C11111:n Fair llarc A"ris/11111 Hem !>iJ111/1>1n·c/ fly f"nlaal 1111/,i:.1·. Rr=1.1c;1ovs· 
flii:ws St·K\"fl r. :\u~ . 22. 1979. at ·' 11h,• ltu,· Kri,.,hna,l; 811Jim:.- s11pr<1 nPte .'-l (lht: Church of 
S..-ii:11111lt1i:v 1. 

·' '. s:;me of 1h11.'e ar1~'1flllf in .\"1·11·,, .. ·,,r/rl induJ,· Ch;irk" BurJcn. Ju,.,cllc Sh,·,·ran. kri:my 
<ia\lanl. T,·J :\l!r•''· bath Jnhn"111. hli,:;ir H1hh.an. H1n, ar,1 R,•.:,.,cr. H:irn J . Stallk•"· Mil-hacl 
:-.;,;,·al.. . fa111c' J·. l\ilp;urid .. an,f T1111~ Ar''" n. . 

.'X. Halloran.- 73 Rcnird r,.i1_. o{ 1'11111 ,.,. S1111 /Unm.I.! .\111011 Aiclc·.,· .fi•r l>rin• AK11i11.tt .Nixon 
lmpmd1111c·111. :-.; Y. Tim'''· Scp1. l'l. 1977. at ~=. l'ol. I. . . 

W. l:'. ,i:. . . Ruppcn. Moo11 Mc'-" Shifi 1-;t!••n .. 111 1-:w·,11•~·. S..:aul~ Tim..:,.,. Ckt. IS. f9711. at 84 
1Uniti,·;t1it•n Churl·h I . 

..«I. The\ indmk H..:rh:n Rkhard,,111. Warren l.e" j,_ auJ Joi.d Hau,.,ncr. New~ rckasc of 
l 'nilh:ation i·hl·uh1~il';il S,•minar~. Sl·p1. ~4. 1~>7fl . 

~I. rile· .\1111111i1·s Cm.'·' Wi1.1.1ri1/i C11l1- ll't11d1i11.i: Criti1·.•. ClllUS'rlASll \' TODA\'. Jul} ~O. 
1979. at .'H. . 

42. l('l::S pa~" 1hdr 1ra\1.•I t:\j>.:n,,·, anJ ,,·r~ far~c hnntiraria 111 a111.:nJ th.: "·onfcrcn~c:s. 
C-11111.~·. Rc·1·. Mo1•11'.' Parky .Wc·.-1.1 s,,1111· R1 /111[7'. H•""'" Glohl:. Nov. ~2. 19711. at ~ . 



24 REVIEW OF LAW AND SOCIAL C:HANGE (Vol. IX:I 

their existence, to tire of worrying about them, and to stop fighting them. 
They want to be perceived as ·•new religious movements" rather than as 
"cults,'· which they view as a negative label implying thal they ~ al odds 
with society. They liken themselves to other religious movements which were 
once considered radical but which. after the passage of time, have become old. 
established, and accepted groups. Unification Church officia11, for example. 
often compare their legal difficulties and negative public image to the past 
harassment of the Mormon Church, implying that just as the Mormons once 
were considered outsiders and eventually were accepted, so too lhc Unification 
Church eventually wiU be accepted. They cite cases of extremism in the 
Catholic Church, claiming that th~ir treatment of members is no worse, and 
that some Catholic parents are unhappy al their children's decision to join the 
cloistered nun·s or monk' s orders just as parents of Unification Church mem· 
hers are unhappy that their children have renounced the world to dedicate 
themselves to a new life. u · · 

One can agree that all religions have at. some point in their histories been 
guilty of exctsses. Exuemism\ fanaticism. and irnuionality are found in all 
religions and, one can argue, are perhaps an essential component of .all reli~ 
.gious or mystical experiences. These new religious cults. however. are 1101 like 
the Roman Catholic Church. the Mormon Church, or other pasa ~·new religious 
movements." The contempomry cults exhibit characteristics that set ·them apan 
from past religious cults and from eslablishcd religions. 

These fundamental differences make chem different in kind ·as well u . 
degree, and make them a unique phenomenon. What are these characreris· 
tics?•• 

(I) Members swear total allegiance to an all-powerful leader whom they 
may believe to be a Messiah. The leader sets the rules for daily life and 
proclaims doctrines or "Truth." ' but the leader and his '"inner ci~le" gener­
ally are exempt from these rules and prohibitions. These rules, doctrines. or 
"Truths" cannot be questioned. The leader"s word is the absolute and final 
authority. 0 

(2) Rational th\lUght is discouraged or forbidden. The groups are anti· 
intellectual, emphasizing intuition or emotional experience. "Knowledge" is 
redefined as those ideas or experiences dispensed by· the group or its leader. 
One can only attain knowledge by joining the group and submitting to its 
doctrines. 46 If the follower shows signs of doubling the cult, he is made to 

43. Presentlltion by Dr. H. Richardson. commenting on the new religious movements (Nov. 
1977) (paper ptesented to the Religious Educ. Ass"n). · 

44. Rc:mcmber dw these are generalizatio!'li. and do not apply equally to llll of lhc group. 
The groups to which these characteristics refer include the following cu.Its which I consider 
"hard core": The Unification Chur,·h. the International Society of Krishna Con5ciouaneu, The 
Church of Armageddon, Children of God. Body of Christ. The Way International, Divine Ligbt 
Mission, 11lc Tony and Susan Al~ Christian Foundution. and the Church of Scientology. 

4S. WarshllW, Anybody's Kid. Cults and tltt Jewish Conntction, ExPO MAOAZ.1N£, Sprina; 
1979, Ill 39. 

46. Id. 
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feel that the fault lies within himself, not with the cult's ideas, and to feel 
intensely guilty about these doubts. Says Rabbi Zalman Schacter, Professor of 
Religion and Jewish Mysticism at Temple University, "[A]ny group which 
equates doubt with guilt is a cult. " 47 Because of some cults' use of sophisti­
cated coercive mind-control techniques, followers may indeed lose ~ir ability 
to doubt and to think freely. 

(3) Cults· recruitment techniques are often deceptive. 48 The potential 
follower may not be told what he can expect and what will be required of him. 
He may not even know the name of the group. The Unification Church. for 
example, whkh operates under seventy " front" groups, often does not men­
tion its name or that of Reverend Moon for several weeks: 411 by that time the 
person is well indoctrinated. I am convinced that most cult members probably 
would not join if they knew beforehand what lay ahead. Since some cults 
begin intensive coercive persuasion techniques immediately. by the time the 
recruit realizes what the group is all about he may have lost the ability to think 
freely -and hence cannot r.uionally decide whether or not he wants to join. As 
law -professor Richard Delgado explains, ''A convert never has full capacity 
and knowledge simultaneously.'· 50 . 

(4) The cult psychologically weakens the follower and makes him believe 
his problems can be solved only by the group. The cult undermines aJI of the 
follower's past psychological support systems: all help from other therapy 
methods, psychologists or psychi:Hrists, religious beliefs, parents or friends is 
discredited and often may be forbidden. Psychological problems as well as 
intellectual doubts are soothed away by denying the reality of the conflil.:ting 
feelings, by keepin~ the adherent so constantly occupied that he has no time to 
think about them. and by assuring the convert that faithful following. of the 
cult's teachings will in time assuage: the conflict!>. The cult follower may reach 
a plateau of inner calm and appear to be free from anxiety. This placidity , 
however, may be a mask for the unresolved psychological turmoil which con-
tinues to plague the adherent.:; 1 • 

The cult may make the follower feel helpless and dependent on the group 
by forcing him into childlike submission . Fom1er. Unification Church member 
Chris Edwards relates how childlike he felt during a confusing game played 
while he was being recruited: "During the entire game our team chan1ed 
loudly. 'Bomb with Love.' 'Blast with Love." as the soft, round balls volleyed 
back and forth. Again I fell lost and confused. angry. remote and helpless. for 
the game had started wi1hou1 an explanation of the rules.··:;~ 

47. Id. 
48. Testimony of Rabbi Laurene~ Gevirt2 at The Assembly of the State of New York Public 

Hearing on Treatment of Children by Culls. Aug. 9. 1979. Vol. II. at LIO [hereinafter ciled u 
Public Hearing] . 

49. Id. 
50. Testimony of Richard Delgado. /11formatio11 M'eti11g. supra note 19. at 60. 
51. F. CONWAY & J. SIEGELMAN , supm note 14. Iii 170. 
52. c. EDWARDS. CRAZY FOR Goo 31 (1979). 
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·He describes how he surrendered himself to the comfortable feeling of 
being a small child again: ••'Give in, Chris,· urged a voice within me. 'Just be. 
a child Wld obey. It's fun. It's trusting. Isn't this the innocence, the purity of 
love, you've been searching for?" u · The cults offer total, unconditional lo.ve 
but ex.trdCt the higher price o1 total submission to the group in exchange for 
this love. As Edwards ex.plains: 

· Suddenly I understood what they wanted from me. Their role was to 
tease me with their love, dishing it out and withdrawing it ·as they 
saw fit. My role was not to question but to be their child, dependent 
on them for affection. The kiddie games. the raucous singing, the 
silly laughter, were all pan of a scenario ·geared· to help me assume 
my new identity. s4 

(5) The new cults ex.pertly manipulate guilt. The devotee believes that the 
group has the power to "dispense existence." 55 and to detennine, according · 
to psychologist Moshe Halevi Spero, "who has the right t~ live or die, physi­
cally or metaphoricaily.'' 56 Members may be forced to "confess·· their in­
adequacies and past "'sins .. before the group or cenain individual members.57 

Journalists Carroll Stoner and Jo Anne Parke report that "[c]ountercult ac­
tivists claim that some religious cults keep dossiers on members and their 
families-the more secrets the bener-in order to use the material as emo­
tional blackmail if the members should decide to leave, ind tell of ca.ses where 
this has happened ... :;11 

(6) Cult members are isolated from the ouhide world. cul off from their 
pasts. from school. joh, family. and friends as well as from infonnation from 
newspapers, radio, and television. M• They may be prohibited from coming 
and going freely into the outside world. or are so psychologically weakened 
th&1t they cannot cope with it. They are told that the outside world is evil. 
satanic. and doomed. and that salvation can come only by remaining in the 
group and giving up <.111 else. 

(7) The cult or its leader makes every career or life decision for the fol­
lower. The Hare Krishn<t group. for example.- regulates every hour of activity 
for those members who dwell in the temples. liu The cults delermine every 
aspect of the adherent's personal life, including sexual activities, diet, use of 
liquor, drugs and tobacco. perhaps even the choice of marriage partners and 
whether. when. and how to bear children.i; 1 Even if one does not live within 

53. Id. 
54. Id. 111 38. 
55. Spero. Cults: Some Theouticu/ and Pru('tical PerSJ>'Clfres. J. JEWISH COMMUNAL 

SERVICE, Summer 1977, at 333. 
56. Id. 
57. Id. 
58. C. STONER & J. PARKE, l"pm nOle 27 •. al 266. 
59. ltl. at 28. 
60. 0 . COHEN. THE NEW BELIEVERS: YOUNG RELIGION IN AMERICA 39 (1975). 
61. Id. 
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the group, the cult comes to overpower aJI other aspects of life. Career and 
schooling may be abandoned and all other interests discouraged so that the cult 
can become the follower's total world. 

(8) To attr.ict idealistic members, some cults promise to raise money to 
improve society and help the poor.62 In practice, however. energies are chan­
neled into promoting the well-being of the group rather than into improving 
society.63 Cults·often exisr solely for the purposes of self-survival and finan­
cial growth. 64 All energy and financial resources are devoted to the cult, in 
some cases to the benefit of only the leaders. While all religious organizations 
must be concerned with such practical affairs, these considerations are not their 
sole reasons for existence~ 

(9) Cult followers often work full-time for the group. They work very 
long hours, sometimes eighteen to twenty hours a day, seven days a week, for 
linle or no pay, in circumstances which are often demeaning. fl!\ In many cases 
their situation could be described as involuntatry servitude. They are made to 
feel ·guilty or unworthy if they protest. If they do work outside of the group, 
salaries are turned over to the cult. The lower echelon memhers often live a 
life of self-denial or live in extreme poverty, often in conditions which violate 
health and sanitary codes. In comrast. however, cult leaders live comfortably 
and in some l·ases very lulluriously. ,;i; 

(10) The cults are anti-~oman. anti-child, and anti-family. Women per­
fonn the most ml!nial tasks of cooking. cleaning. and soliciting contributions 

-------·----- ·---··----- -- - ·--··---- -- ·----------
62. Singer. supra note 8. at 18. 
63. Iii. 
64. Id. 
65. The workers often arc 1101 g!vl·n enough tn c;_tl. and what they. do car may not provide 

adequate nourishment. C. SroNF.R & J . PARKE. Jupru note "J.7. al 171. ~09-IJ. :?15; R. 
ENROTH. supra note 20. al R5-86; F. CONWAY & J. S1H;HMAN . . fUf"" note 14. al 94-95. 
They may be inadeyua1cly dothed. C. SlONl!R & J. PARKE .. mprn note '17. at 171. anJ may be 
housed in crowded and diny tJUancrs. Tc~•imony of Christopher Edwards. Public· Hearin/I,. 
:rupra note 48. vol. I. at 11 ·I::?: testimony of Rabbi Laurence Gevinz. /11fornwtiu11 Met'ting. 
s~pru note 19. vol. II. al 117-18. When they solicit fund, . they often nti!Ct with hostility and 
contempt. F. CONWAY & }. S1Ern.:1 ~AN • . mprn note 1..i. ar 158. Thi:y often do degr-Jding 
menial work for 1he cult. e.g . . Flynn. The• Suhor1/i1111r1• Role- of Krishna Wome11, Rocky Moun­
tain News, April 10. 1979. at 42, for ,·cry lung hour, and little or no pay. Allen. Fatni~\· HtJf't'S 
Fadt• ;,, F;K/11 with Cult. N.Y. Pt'~' · July ~. 1977. :11 17: WicM:n. Tire· S(t)/('11 Child, Jewish 
~s. Aug. 26. 1977. al :?8: eonvernuion wirh Mary Weeks. mo1hc.-r of former. Scientologist 
Lynn Weeks (Ckt. 1979). 

66. -children uf God leader David Berg. li\·es in isolation on a l;irgc estate near Florence. 
Italy. C. STONER & J. PARKE . . mpm note :?7. al 117. Chun:h of Sdentnlogy founder L. Ron 
Hubbard lives in isolation. either on a large ship off che coast of Clearwater. Florida. P. 
CoOPEll, supra note 28. at 51. nr in an elegant penthouse at the top of 1hc Clearwater. Florida 
Scientology headquaners. ln1erview wich former Scicntologi~t who wishes to remain anonymous 
(Oct. 1979). Sun Myung Moon lives in an $!!'.'0.()00 mansion on a :?:?·anc estate in Tarrytown, 
New York. Warren. Moohies: Millitmy of Mt•mbers-mui Dofl(lrs. Chicago Sun-Times, July 8, 
1979. at 11. Tony and Susan Alamo live in a Sl~S.000 house in Nashville, Tennessee. 
McNulty. ToM·11 Feels N<> Brotherly Lm·e for Jesus Culr. Chi..:ago Tribune. Nov. 6, 1977, at 22. 
Divine t.ight Mission Guru Maharaj-Ji Jives in a Malibu. California mansion that cost half a 
million dollars. Forster. Guru's Se1·1: Mis~il'i11g.f in Malibu, L.A. Times. Jan. 12. 1979, at I. 
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on the street and rarely hold high decision-making positions. Birth control, 
abortion, and the physical circumstances of childbirth are regulated by the 
group's leaders, who are usually men. lbere are reports of sexual abuse of 
women in the Chun:h of Annaggedon,87 and a fourteen-year-old in the Chil­
dren of God claims that she was raped when she disobeyed a leader. 89 Women 
in the Oaildren of God are e~couraged to use sex. to recruit new member5 from 
different strata of society who then can provide the group with worldly skills 
and talents.,,. 

There have been tragic repons of child neglect. 7° Children are often 
improperly c.ared for and inadequately educated. They may be taken away 
from their parents and raised by others in the group or even geographically 
separated from their parents. Children and teenagers in Jonestown were beaten 
and given electric shocks,71 and two children who tried to run away had 
"chains and balls welded to their ankles as punishment." " In the Church of 
Annageddon children are beaten and locked in closets if they arc unhappy or 
disobedient, 1:1 and member.; and their 'hildren often are denied. food.~· Be­
cause some members now have belonged to a cult for many years, the con­
sequences of the cult experience are affecting a second generation, · the inno­
cent children of these member.;. This is perhaps the most tragic aspect of the 
~ult phenomenon. 

Family bonds are subordinated to cult loyulties. and the cult may even 
speak of itself as a higher family . Children and parents are not allowed to form 
close relat ionships because this would threaten loyalty to the cult. Families 
often <tre deliberately split up and members forced to renounce spouses who 
disapprove of or leave the group. Cult leaders may order a cult member to 
"marry .. a new partner even though the follower is already legally married to 
another either inside or outside the cult. 75 

Followers' ties with families who do not belong to the group arc strained 
if the family disapproves of the cult: adherents often are forced to sever these 
familial tics altogether. ;i; Families often arc prevented from locating or com· 
municating privately with their loved ones. The cult may tell the adherent that 

67. Fraiman. I Lost Mr Brmhc•r 111 u Cult . REFORM Juo"ISM. MIU'Ch 1979, at S. 
68. Fined Report. sup;a note 17. al 48. 
69. Wallis. Recmiti11.i: Chrisricm Munpok·u . Soc· v . May/June 1978, at 72. 
70. Su C. EDWARDS. supru note 5:!. at 177-iQ. 195.98: R. ENROTH. supra note 20. at 

89; C . STONER & J. PARKE. supru note ~7. ;it 17'.'i. 177. 179; testimony given at Publi<· 
Hrurilll(. suprt1 note 48. V<ll. I. at 10· 14: vol. II. at 7!.-74, 77. 146-48. l85-86; vol. Ill. at 
100-02. 105.()6, 108-09. :?93. 298·304; ti:srimony giv~n at Final Rrp"n, supra note 27. at 
35·36, 48. 52. 

71. Testimony of Dr. H.lwdal Sukhdeo. Public Heut iflg. supra nore 48, vol. Ill. at 10. 
71. Id. 111 11. 
73. R. ENROTH. supra note 20, at 89. 
74. Id. at 85.f 7. 90. 
75. Hopkins, The Children of God: Disdplrs of Dl'aption. CHllSTIANtT\' TODAY. Feb. 

18. 1977. at 21. 
76. WIU'!ihaw. supra note 45. at 39. 
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his family is satanic and warn him that the family will try either to kidnap him 
or to trick him into leaving the group. . 

( 11) Some cult members believe that they are elite members of an "elect .. 
survival group in a world that is coming to an end. 71 They believe that the · 
universe is embroiled in a Manichean conflict between Absolute Good and 
Absolute ·Evil an~ that the final battle between these two opposite forces will 
soon be fought. By joining the cull, the members believe that they have be­
come affiliated with Absolute Good which will triumph over the forces of Evil 
at the End of Time. They shed their old identities and take on new ones in 
prepar.ition for this .. new age." The cult members experience a feeling of 
rebirth, and often adopt new names, new ~ocabulary, ·and new clothing in 
order to purify themselves for their new live.;. 711 

(12) Many of these groups share a philosophy which allows the ends to 
justify the means. 7ll Because the ends, such as the salvation of souls, the 
salvat_ion of the world, and the triumph of Good over Evil, are so important, 
any means necessary to achieve them are pem1itted and even encouraged by 
the cult. Moreover, there may be a double set of values, one for cult members · 
and another for the outside world. 110 Thus, while the cult members must t?e 
truthful to each other and to the cull leaders. they may be encouraged to lie to 
outsiders. The Unification Chun:h. for example. practices what it calls 
" Heavenly Deception·· 111 and the;: Hare Krishnas '"Trans~·endental Trick­
ery." 112 The Children of God belil!ve that the world is so ~orrupt that they 
are not subject to its laws and teach their members to subvert the le~I sys­
tem .113 

(I]) The cults often are shrouded in an aura of secrecy and mystery. They 
refuse to provide new members with infonnation about the group, promising 
more knowledge only as the members become more involved. Some leaders 
are rarely if ever seen by the average member. In addition. some cults keep 
financial information from the pub I ic. 114 

( 14) An atmospher~ of violence or potential vioknce frequently surrounds 
the cults. Two ·recruitment centers of the Unification Church are guarded. 11~ 

The Divine Light mission has a security force and the Hare Krishnas· farm in 

77. Cultists Trying 111 Rrndju.11 N111 G1·11i11g Help fh1•y Nerd. RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE, 

June l ,at 4. 
78. Shanker. Nt•w Cu/1.1-Whr No ... ~. ANll·DEl' .. MATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI BRITH 

8ULLE1"1N . June :? I. 1979. al 3 . . 
79. Singer, .~upra note 8, al 18. 
80. Jd. . 
81. Davis. Drfrcwr·s Inside Story: How the Nil"/i.el umJ Dime Mo011ies Ratt in S:! 19 Mill· 

ion. N.Y. Post. May 16. 1979, at 1.1. 
8:?. Repon by C. Wallace. Prime Time Sunday. (July I. 1979) (N.BC News television pro­

gram). 
83. Final Rep11rt. supra note 27. 111 16. 
84. Juffe, Mum1i"s Admit that tht' 'Young Decrivt'rs' Ort' Raking i11 Millions on the Strt'tts 

of New York , N.Y. Posl. May 17. 1979. al .S. 
85. Telephone inceroiew with Phillip Cushman. eyewitness (Oct. 1979). 
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West Virginia houses weapons which the cult members insist arc necessary to 
· protect themselves and 1hcir leaders from "hostile outsiders ... 1111 Members of 

the Way lnrernational participate in marksmanship and we~ns "'safety .. 
courses. t17 A large arsenal of auromatic rifles. shotguns. and handguns wa" 
accumulated at Jonestown."" where Con~ressman Leo Ryan and members of 
his party were slain and the Peopte·s Temple followers committed mass suicide 
by poison. 1111 · 

Some cult members have been involved in beating or shooting incidents. 
In May. 1979. for example, a Swiss court sentenced the head of a Divine 
Light Mission to fourteen years in prison on charges ranging from breach of 
the peace 10 attcmp1ed murder. "0 In August. 1979, 1wo. Unification Church 
area directors were arrested and l'harged with shoo1ing al the unoccupied car of 
two former me1nhcrs. !• 1 Because of harassmenl. the parents of Christopher 
Edwards. a former Unifo:ation Church member. had to hire privale detectives 
to l:!uard their home for several months af tcr their sun wa.'i deprogr.unmcd. 
Edwards ha." recdvcd many death rhrcats since ttk.· puhlication of his book 
abOut his cxperiem:cs with the Unifk ation Church.!12 Other former members 
have rcpurted that their lives. too . have hcen threatened."=- and that . after leav­
ing their 1:ults . they h&l\'c hc~n harctSscd psychologkally . economically. and 
legally. !•4 

Obscr\ers •m: •Ii\ idcJ as to 1he meaning of these new groups. Some. schol­
ars sec the new cults as tht• nillin!! edge of a healthy and growing spiritual 
awakcnin!! in the w~:stcrn world . which will promore religious pluralism by 
insuring freedom of l'hoice •md a "aril·ty of religious alrcmativcs. !•:· Cult cri1-
k s. howc,cr. bclic .. c that 1hc new cults al·tu;illy arc anti-pluralistic because 
they claim to possl'Ss the sole " trnth. · · Bc~:ausc the l'Ulrs discourage or forbid 
thi:ir ·mcmhcrs from di~cussing other ideas and alternatives. critks maintain. 
religious pluralism is hindered rarher than promoted. !Iii 

80. H.·rsl..,, \I. ill. Whn1 ("1111111n- Mn-t.\ t.:riJh1111.\ , Wash. Po111. Jan. ~. 1979. at A I. <:ol. A . 
117. T h1 •ma.,. s,,,,,,. i11 c,,11gr;'·' ·' Sn ·li l11<111iri,·.• "" C1</t Ar·til'i11.-.. N . Y . T ime s. J;in . ~~ . 
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I believe that these new religious cults are dangerous to society because . 
they are authoritarian and anti-democratic. They often· encourage their mem: 
bers to disobey or disregard society's Jaws in favor of the group's mores. They 
demand that the individual submit to the group's authority 1 -surrender his intel­
lect to the group's unquestionable doctrine, and subject his life to the group~s 
greater good. Reverend Moon has carried tQ an extreme -Ibis notion that the 
role of religion must be supreme. According to Robert Boetcher, staff director 
of the congressional subcommittee which investigated the Unification Church, 
Reverend Sun Myung Moon's "stated goal is to rule the world by setting up a 
global theocracy in which separation of church and state will be abolished ... tt7 

The culls are als<> dangerous 10 their followers. Although some pe<>ple 
have found happiness, peace of mind, purpose, and . meaning in their lives 
through cult membership. others have suffered physically. Cult members have 
been subjected to bad diet, la<.:k of sleep. improper clothing, unsanitary living 
conditions, and overwork. Many groups deny proper medicµ! care to their 
adherents. endangering especially those who have pre-existing physical prob­
lems such as diabe1es. Illness is seen as a sign of si"n ~r a lack of faith. 
Reports exist of members going blind or losing limbs because they did not gc;t 
timely medical attention. !Ill 

Cults are psychologically dangerous as well. Many cult members and 
former members have c"perienced severe mental breakdowns. Others have ex7 
perienced a gradual erosion of their intellectual powers. a diminution of their 
self-confidence, and a loss of faith in their reasoning and decision-making 
abilities.'. H!I Even if members do leave the group, it may take months or even 
years for them to regain lost intellectual powers and their sense of well-being. 
Some former cult members will never regain their full potential. As Dr. ·John 
G. Clarie Jr. has stated. some cult members 

cannot remember the past or rhe subtl.e values which would become 
consciern.:e. They are often deluded, halludnating. and confused in a 
new highly manipulative environment. in their altered states of con­
sciousness. Their minds are split. They are. in effect, living in a 
second personality modelled on the needs of the surrounding 
group. 100 

Dr. Clark continues: 

To me the latesr casualties of the~e extended manipulations are nearly 
unbearable 10 contemplate. More tortured rejects are beginning to 
straggle home because they arc useless to the cults· now. Some are 

97. Testimony of Rnbcn Boetl'hcr. bifor111a1im1 Meeti11g. si1prt1 note 19. · ai 31. 
98. Testimony of· Rabbi Laurence G.:vinz. Jupi·a note 48. vol. II. at 117. 
99. Singer. supm note 8. at 19. 

100. Testimony of Dr. John G. Clark. Jr.. /11forma1ion Meeting. supra note 19. al 40. 
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simply chronically psychotic. while others painfully can recognize 
that they cannot control the content of their minds enough to work 
out their life problems. Others have no flow of consciousness. 101 

Evidence exists that cults may be threatening to life Itself. Many adher-
ents have disappeared within the cults, and families and friends do not know 
whether they are dead or alive. Some people believe many die or take their 
own lives in these groups. Members of the Unification Church, for example, 
have died violently in recent years: William DaJey placed his head on a rail­
road track in Westchester County, New York and awaited an oncoming 
train; 101 another member was the victim of a street crime while trying to sell 
the group's newspaper, Newsworld, in a deserted neighborhood.101 Two Love 
Israel cult members died after sniffing the chemical solvent toluene, during a 
Church of Armageddon religious ceremony. 1°' Some infants and mothers 
have died in childbirth because of poor medical care.1• 1 We will never know 
how many olher cult followers have died because of inadequate medical atten­
tion. · 

Is another Jonestown possible? Are there other Jim Joneses? Do these cult 
leaders hold such power that they can persuade their followers ·10 kill them­
selves and perhaps others at the leaders' command? Many observers of the cult 
movement fear that the answer to these questions is "yes ... Dr. John Clark 
warns that "these cults or groups are annies of willing, superbly controlled 
soldiers who would not only kill their parents or themselves, but are ready to 
act against anyone." 108 Rabbi Maurice Davis. a Jong-time cult opponent, 
echoes Dr. Clark's fear: "The path of segregation leads to lynching every 
time. The palh of anti-Semitism leads to Auschwitz every time. The path of 
the cults leads to Jonestowns and we watch it at our peril." 107 

IOI. Id. ac 43. 
102. Testimony of.Bernard Li.,.ingston. Public Hearing, supra note 48. vol. II, al 67. 
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Nov. ·5, 1981 

-. 
Dear Joe"t,. 

I ~r:ijoy:ed our conversation v·ery much 
_yes ~erday.. . · · 

Enclosed please f'ind: a . rev.is.ad. draft of 
the lette:r; also a text of my letter to ' 

.co1·. Pak. 

As .agt"eed, not.h1ng. is to be do~e · publ!ciy 
iD ariy way with either of tbese ·doctU!lents 
until you an~ I have agreed o·n how and 
when to· proceed . .. If' ·anything is released · 
pri-or to our agreement., I vill b~ pl.aced 
in t~e· unenviable posit1·on of bav.1ng to · 
repudiate any publie material as totally 
unauthorized~ . · · 

.. 

,, 
I 

ii,' .. 
.\ 

< ,.. 

\I 
·; l .. 

·' 

I know you agree with me o~ . the. importance .. 
of the timing factor. 

All t be best to you and Ba:rbga.:. Have a 
~eat and safe trip.1. . ; . . 

Cordially,. 

: . ............. 



AJC ~taionery 

Colonel Bo Hi Pak 
News World 
••••• 
New York, M. Y. 

DeaI' Col.onel Pak, 

Thank you for your recent letter and its wa:Mn sentiments 
which I appreciate. 

As I indica.ted to you; we have two primary· concerns at the 
pI'esent time with 19egaI'd to the Uo1f'1cs.t1on .'Church: 

First, that is vi tel that a. mechanism 'be ore,ated far members 
of the Unification Church, particularly of Je\.! sh origins, 
.that. will enable them to have some meaningful. co~tEJ:ct w1 th 
their parents who are angui~hed over loss of conta~t with 
th e1r children~ We are prepared to help s:et up that mechanism, 
either for . . Jews alone· or. JUI on an :tnterreligious basis w1 th 
representatives of the Catholic, Protestant,. and Evangelical ,. 
communities. · 

Second, 1 t is cr1 tic al that· serious and responsible e·f"fo:rts 
be unde~haken to revise the ant!-Semitic ~eacbings that 
continue to appear in the Divine Principl~ as a residue from 
classic New Testament traditions. We hope that a commentary 
oo the Divine Principle oan be . prepared in the near future 
that will carry out that purification process in ke aping with 
the highest standards of ·contemporary Jewish and Christian 
~1bl1cal end historical scholarhaip. 

I enclose a copy of the· latest statement of the Comniittee on 
the Church and the Jewish People o~ the World Council of Churches 
which incorporates that approach. b Until such a study can 
bear: complet.ed~ it would be exceedingly helpful sere a statement 
similar to this World Council document were µrepared by the 

· U.nificat ion Church d for public clar.1f1c at ion of your . 
actual views on Judsi sm; the Jewish people, anti-Semi.ti sm, and 
Israel. · 

I will be glad to consult with you further as progress develops 
on both these levels. 

li:ml!X Fai tij.f'ully yours; 

RMHT 
NIAD 




