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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
··CHURCHE·S OF CHRIST1NTHE U.S.A. 

OFFICE ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 (212) 870-2156 
James Armstrong. President Claire Randall. General Secretary 

September 28, 1983 

David E. Simpson 
Director 

To: Members of the Committee on Chr istian Jewish Relation s 

Landrum Shields 
Chairman 

From: Standing Committee 
David Simpson, Director 

Re·: October 20- 21 , 1 983 meeting 

We are pleased to confirm the Fall, 1983 meeting of the 
NCC Committee · qn Christian Jewish Relations on October 20-21, 1983 
at Wainright House in Rye , New York . (25 miles northeast of 
New York City) . The ·meeting will begi n pr omptly at 10: 0 0 AM 
on Thursday and will condlude by noon f or lunch on Friday. As 
before , arrangements will be made for those who wish to arrive 
on Wednesday evening at the retreat ceriter. Details regarding 
t ravel and a draft Agenda for the meet ing are enclosed . 

A great deal has happened around the world since our last 
full meeting , which has an important influence on relations 
between Christians. and Jews in the United States. We hope that 
the topics to be discussed at our meeting will ·provide you with 
the i nformati on and insight you will need to cont inue to work 
on our behalf in your own communities and agencie s . 

Enclosed also for your informati on is a report from George 
Telfo~d on the recent meeting of the United Nations on the Question 
of Palestine, wh~ch was held in Geneva and to which Geo~ge was 
sent as an observer for the Nati onal Council of Churches. It wil l 
be among the i t ems discussed a t .our meeting . 

. We are looking forward to seeing you on October 20~h . Pl ease 
return the attached r e s e r vation form no later than Oct ober 7th. 

COMMI TTEE MEETING: OCTOBER 20-21 

Yes , I wil l attend - - - No , I cannot attend 

Name Telephone 

Address 

Cos.t: $50.00 (one over night and 4 meals) Check enclosed ---Make check payable to : NCC Christian Jewish Relations 
( $20 . 00 mor e for add itional n i ght) 

A UNIT OF THE COMMISSION ON REGIONAL ANO LOCAL ECUMENISM 
Joan B Campbell . Assistant General Secretary 

. . 
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Travel arrangements to Wainright House for Christian Jewish Committee meeting 

See map if driving. Rye 
is about 25 miles from 
New York City . Railroad 
schedule i f coming f rorn 
the City is attached. 
There is limo service 
from the airports. Check 
wi th your travel agent. 
I t goes to the Rye Hilton, 
from which you can take 
a taxi to Wainri ght House. 
Some people may be driving. 
from " 475" and we may be 
abl e to arrange car pools . 
Call the office if you are 
interested in a car pool 
or if you have questions. 
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David E. Simpson 
Director 

Landrum Shields 
Chairman 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE
CHURCHES OF CHRIST1NTHEU.S.A. 

OFFICE ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 (212) 870-2156 
James Armstrong. President Claire Randall. General Secretary 

OCTOBER 20-21, 1983 MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE 

DRAFT AGENDA 

Thursday, October 20, 1983: 

9:30 AM: Arrival, Coffee, Introductions 

10:00 : 

10:15: 

10:30: 

Opening Devotions 

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes of the March, 1983 meeting 

Report of the Standing Committee 

1) Officers and Members of the Conunittee 

2) .Meetings of April 14, 1983 and September 14, · 1983 

1.1:00: Reports from other Committees 

12:00: 

1:30 PM: 

2:30 : 

3 : 30: 

4:00: 

5:00: 

6 :00: 

7:30: 

1) ~iddle East Conunittee: Dale Bishop 

2) Interunit Conunittee on International Affairs: Wissink 

3.) Conµnission on Faith and Order: Jeff G:i;-os 

4) Task Force on Christian Mualirn Relations: B. Haines 

Lunch 

Report and Discussion: MECC Meeting in Geneva, May, 1983 

Report and Discussion: WCC Assembly, Vancouver, August, 1983 

1) Stendahl: Conference Theme and Implications 

2) WCC . Middle East Statement 

Break 

Business Meeting 

Social Hour 

Dinner 

Presentation and Discussion: 

1) Purpose of_ the NCC Office on Christian Jewish Relations 

2) Function of the NCC Office 

9:30: Social Hour 

(Ove r) 

A UNIT OF THE COMMISSION ON RE.GIONAL ANO LOCAL ECUMENISM 
Joan 8 . Campbell . Assistant General Secretary 
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Draft Agenda continued; 

Friday, October 21, 1983: 

8:00 AM: ~reakfast 

9: 00: Presentation and Discussion: UN Confere~rce on Palestine 

10:00: 

10:45 : 

Report and Discussion: Dialogue Meeting of July, 1983 

Break 

11:00: Discussion with NCC Leadership (Armstrong invited) 

12:00: Conclusion of Bussiness meeting 

12:30: ' Lunch and return 

Proposed Business Meeting Agenda 

I. Directors Report 

II. Holocaust Project Report 

III. Other P rogram Reports 

IV. Progress Report on progr~m· in Buffalo , New York 

V. Proposed program with Chambersburg and Harrisburg , Pa. 

VI. Plans for the November, 1983 NCC Governing Board meeting 

VII. · Financial R~ports 

VIII. Office Evaluation 

IX. Off ic~ staff for 1984 

x. Other actions to be taken by ·the Committee 



A REPORT ON 
THE UNITED NATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 
by George 8. Telford, Jr. 

for the National Council of Churches of Chri s t, U. S. A. 

Hore than .mid-way through the International. Conference on the Question of Pal· 
est lne (Aug. 29 - Sept. 7, 1983), at Pa Ja is des Nat Ions, Geneva, i ·t was not 
clear what the ff nal outcome would be. At least It was not clear to me, nor 
to the vast majority of the NGO' s to whom I spoke, nor to the press, nor to a 
very considerable number of delegates. That is probably a fairly lmpor.tant 
piece of insight, ~iven t he expectations evidenced by the vast majority of the 
formal speeches of delegates in the conference plenary and its nialn '. tt;01111littee, 
on the one hand, and, on the other hand, by the publ ic assessments of it in 
advance and during the confe rence by vadc;>us· parties and cspeclal 1y the United 
States, Is rael, and t he 'Western countries. I seriously doubt if the PLO or their 

. supporters knew how i~ would finally turn out either, although they clearly had 
significant confldence in it. 

If one had judged the outcome of the conference solely by the addresses Jn the 
plenary and main corrrnlttee, one would have easily concluded that the only likely 
outcome of the conference would have been the fo110'o>ling: l) a heightened status. 
among those already supportive of it, for the PLO, which after beg inning the 
conference in a special observer status, was given the full membership status 
accorded the other delegations which were each representing states; 2) an Increas
ed solidarity, In verbal affirmation, by states present In the conference, for 
Palestinian self-determination," r ight of return, and the other long since agreed 
upon elements necessary for a solution to the Palestinian problem In the Arab 
World, the Third World genera11y, and many others, 3) onl y the sca.ntest atten· 
tlon to formula and proposals that might have rece ived the attention of Israel, 
the U . S~_ and its major allles, 4) a series of proposals for action that would 
have only modest possibllity of being effected, given political realities In and 
among Arab states, the various effects of U.S. foreign policy and resources, and 
lsraelf strength, 5) an uncertain ga in for the Palestlntan people In any substan
tive respect, 6) a resulting situation of continual · deterioratlon as a result of 
the major parties to the conflict being unwilllng ·and/or unable to make such ac
conmodatlons, and expect such accorrrnodatlons, from the other as to bring peace 
closer. 

It was significant to me that the only persons at the conference who were making 
the ease, both Jn plenary and main comml ttee, as well as in modest Jobbytng with 
the real decision-makers In the conference, for a plan that was not maxlmalls~, 
but had some possibilities of success because of attempting to encompass the In· 
tere$tS so far as possible of each of the chief actors - were the NGO's and cer
tain "eminent persons~• Invited to be present. Not all N1GO's, to be sure, but a 
considerable number, not all of whom made public statements were active ln such 
an attempt. Among the states expressing publ ic viewpoints suppor.tlve of the 
main lines of consensus in the conference, ·but arguing explicitly or explicitly 
for more ba 1 anced and inc lus Ive 1 anguage, the ch I ef was perhaps I re 1 and, the . 
state which, apparently, was "delegated" by the European states to speak in 
their behalf as a full participant, white most of these states -remained observer • 

. · 
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Significant supporters of the ma in 11nes of Israeli policy; ~nd of U. S. poli~y 
to the degree that it is support ive of Israe l t pol icy , wi 11 not find even the 
moderate positions very moderate. No one publicly, in' my hearing, ever ex
pressed any dissent, from t ne open l r.g statements of the conference's General 
Secretary, and statements made throughout the publ le debate, that a just peace 
must minimally include the inalienable r ight of the Palestinian people to self
determination, Including the right to a sovereign, independent state within its 
pre-1967 borders, with matters of Jerusalem, right of return of 1948 refugees 
or compensation, to be negotiated ·by and with the PLO as the sole and legiti
mate representative of the Palestinian people., and with .the right of all the 
states in the region to live in peace ~nd security affirmed. I heard no dele
gate, NGO or 11emlr1cnt p'!rson," defend in any way Israel's present policies,· 
especially with regard to the plans for further settlements, and its actions in 
the invasion of llt::ba!'lon. This is , no doubt , not news te> anyone reading thls 
paper, but I emphasize it. I bel leve that if al I · the states of the world had 
been present, It is likely that the U. S. and Israel would have stood virtually 
alone as either or both resisted any of that minimal consensus. It is also a 
measure of the views of those present that even the most moderate persons with 

·whom I spoke regarded the statements of Mr. Arafat, and especially of Mr. Khad~ 
doumi, as measured and reasoned and generally appropriate. Several persons, 

\ 

especially the USA church persons I spoke to, were disturbed about the last 
line ln Mr. Arafat's speech regardtng the final goal to be the hoisting of "the 
banner of our people: over Jerusalem, the capital of our free state," but even 
they considered that perhaps somehow that could mean East Jerusalem, or some 

l cantonal possibility, a Ja Switzerland. 

Certain parties did argue rather vfgorously in public against the pre-dominant 
maximaltst view, which view, in· shorthand, would finally only settle the ques
t'lon of Palestine by creating one "secular democraticP state over the whole 
region . This maximalist position stands over against what most persons at the l conference understand to be the maximalist Israeli Intention, a Jewish state 
over the whole region, including south Lebanon, and a very significant part 
of Jordan and Syria as well as the currently occupied territories. 

It was probably Paul N. Mccloskey, the former Republican Congressman, who most 
persistently argued publ lcally and privately for the conference to: 1) recog
nize all of the United Nation 1 s resolutions which not only include the original 
partition resolution 181 (1947) but also resolutions granting lsraePs right to 

....__ exist, free from fears or threat of force (242, inter al ta). Said Mccloskey: 
"l·t is understandable that Palestinians from Jaffa, Acre, West Jerusalem will 
rebel from a recognition of Israel that denies them the right to return to their 
homes ln peace and dignity. It is understandable that Arab leaders are unwilling 
to state clearly and unequivocally that if a Palestinian state ls to come into 

- being, the price that must be paid is the recognition of an Israeli state." But 
he nevertheless pled with the conference for 11an unequivocal and clear recogni
tion and acceptance of all United Nations resolutions relating to the Palestinian 
question including resolution 242 tn all its parts, arguing that if the confer
ence would take that simple step, he believed it would find a definite change in 
the- attitude of the American people and the acceptance by the American people 
that the lsraelts also accept that clause in resolution 242 which req~ires - with
drawat by Israel from the West Bank, Gaza, the Golan Heights and East Jerusalem. 
He, in fact, pressed the conference most vigorously in plenary and outside it, 
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with specific language, at several p laces i n Its draft document; to make the ) ' 
conference's declaration one of f airness and truth rather than one of partis
anshf.p. 

Nettt.er Israel's .friends in the· U. S. , nor Israel itself, wi ll be much impressed 
by this. HcCloskey is not known as a friend of Israel. But more than half way 
through the conference, it was probably fair to say that no one else so vigor
ously pressed fo r Arab and PLO recognit ion of Israel as he, and that, with the 

:-;--.....__, -- ~ ....::T ........... llClllL~ 

support, publicly amf""betrl·na-tfie-scenes , of certain member states both within 
the Western bloc and within Arab and Th i rd World s tates ; as well as certain 
NG0 1 s , consultants, and other influent ia l persons , Including persons In the UN 
Secretariat, the pol ltlcal and strategic issues on thi s .matter were under enough 
consideration to make the matter of the final outcome not a foregone conclusion. 
Some of the frlends of the NCC as well as some of its opponents would, I believe, 
Judge It to have been better that this were not the case . I t · would have made 
It easier to either have supported NCC partici pat ion in t he conference, or to 
have opposed It, if the Issue of the conference had not been genuinely In doubt , 
dep~ndlng on one's perspective. · 

Regarding participat ion, It may be well to make several cor.ments about NGO parti
cipation in general and chuch participation in particular. There were. 250 per
sons represent ing NGO ' s frcm-. 24 countries at the conference. A good number of 
them represented only small and relat ively localized effort s (a U.S. example 
would be HAJOA: Women Concerned About the Middle East; an example from outside 
the U.S. would be the Palestine Studies Programme at Exeter Un ivers i ty (U . K.) 
represented ~Y Uri Davis). However, major nafional and international NGO's were 
represented, such as t he Federa.tion of l s lamlc Associations in the U.S. and Canada , 
Friends World Comntttee for Consultation, the Internat ional Commisslon of Jurists, 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, World Alliance of YHCA's, etc. 
There were ·a significant number of l s raeJI · groups represented. Peace Now was not 
present, but the following, mostly small groups were: Women Against the Invasion 
of Lebanon, El-Fahem Cultural Center, Movement of Democratic Women, Israel Coun-
cl 1 for lsraelf-Palestinian Peace, International Movement of Conscientious War 
Resisters, Fr tends of Prisoners In Israel, ·Democratic Front for Peace and Equality, 
Conrntttee for the Defense of Arab Land, etc. 

There were large Arab NGO delegations, such as the Arab lnterparllamentary Unton 
(Egypt), Wor.ld Musl im Congress (Pakistan) etc. 

Church participation was mln.imal. No churches ~~were present from any coun
try except the U.S.·A. Several ecumenical bodies were represented. WCC/CCIA was . 
represented by an administrative staff person, Gall Lerner; the Conference of 

.....__.European Churches was superbly represented by Leopoldo Nillus; the Friend!s World 
Commi ttee was present, but not AFSC ; the Luthe-;:an1'orld Federatlon had a repre
sentatf ve; J,.e.o.p.oldo Nii Jus represented the Middle East Counci 1 of Churches· (G . · 

-Habib was In t~ bu.t for understandable reasons was not at the con
ference) ; the World Student Christian Federation was represented by lts Associate 
General Secretary, Manuel Quintero. · 

In addition to myself, represent ing the NCC, only four persons were present ex
plici tly representing the USA church community. Qsln._WiJI,, representing the United 
Methodist Church Board of Global Ministries, arrTVed late ln the first week of 
the conference, having had other Middle Eas t pol icy development responslbi I lties 

.;-::- : .;;.~ .... , .:.·~: 



for his church earlier in the w~ek in the U.S.A. aobert F. Smylie and Jo 
Bale5 Gallagher represented th~ Presbvt~rl.=;1 ChtJrch (USA). W.i11s submitted 
a written !tatement to the c<lr.ference. sunm1ari?!ing Unite.d Methodist pol ccy and 

,...----resolutlo~s. Gal laghe~ \·1~s ~~tre!lleiy .act i':'~ ir. pro~ting ~nd ~i5tributlng the 
Presbyterian Church'sMldole t.ast Stuoy Guide and film strip, ·1011 Jordan's 
Stormy Banks,11 and in estaal£shrng relationshios with other NGO's, especlaliy 
those ,concentrating er: education. Smylie very ably represented the whol istic 
main stream of church p~licy on the tsraell-P~lestinian issue in NGO plenaries, 
and p~ovlded fndfspensablc cGunse1 ~o those lnQulrlng about NGO-UN relationships 
and possibi J Hies. The role ef the NCC v:cis l r mf ted. tG tf'lat of an active observer. 
1. be1 ieve it would have t-een wiser for. the r:cc representation not to have had 
that forma• restr~ctron, and that the var!ous interests of the NCC would have, 
tn s~veral fnstances, have l)een better served without it. Nevertheless, it was 
qutte Important for the NCC to have been present for reasons of future relation
ships In a variety of contexts in the U.S.A. ~nd in ~he International community, 
both tn governm~ntal and non-governmental arenas. ! think tt fair to say that 

I If the NCC had not been represented. more .than one party would have questioned 
whe the.r i t was genuine t y free from U. $. government oo l icy and ab 1 e to act out 

~ of i.ts own integrity in various ;;spccts. 

During the course of the · conf.~rence& there were a number of NGO 11panels11 in 
which different NGO's undertook to present their views to tne other assembled 
NGO par ticipants on a variety of issues. These panel s were facilitated by Don 
Betts and Vi rginia Sauerbine. U.N. staff responsible for NGO's ; and assisted 
by Ilene Sheffler. fncluded among those .... -ere .panels c n ·u!sraeli-Palestinian 
Dialog for Peace,'' a panel · that never t~chnicaily got off the ground due to dis
agreement among both israell and Palestinian persons pres,ent about ~o legitimate-
1 y had a rf ght to be on the panel and v~as reso lved by ml"1k i ng everyone who wished 
t~ be, a member of nn open-ended panel. This proc~dure caused some Israel Is, 
notably M. Peled and Uri Avnery to abgent themselves, though numerous other Is
rael ls were present .• . Edward Said. who was 0rfgl nal;y scheduled to be on the 
panel. was pre!ent, but dld net flnatl / engage in substantive discussion. lt 
was a modestly fruitfUl discussion. There were .:ilso panels on "Violations of 

__..Human Rights in Israel and the Oecupi~d Terr i tories,'' on "The Commemoration of 
the Events of Sabra and: Chat I 1 la," on uNon•Violent Aspect·s (Social, Economic and 

.,,.. Educational) of the Palesttninn Reality Inside lsrae!,u and one on the next to 
last day of the conference, requested by sorae NGO's, on 11tlow to Meet the Challenge 
of the Holocaust" for some sh~i1ar title). This latter panei was'a™Tess ffi'an-as"e;----i 
fur contribution to the NGO's for a varletv of reasons. Its intention was to 
discuss how to deal with the percelv=!exploitatton of. t~.JigJ.gaust" ... w'!Lsh ... ~ome 
NGO's thought to be a serious problem. Evidently most NGO's did not consider 
the matter worthy of their participation, since only a few were present. Further, 
It was organized by the November 29th Coa1 1tlon, headed by Hr . Steve Goldfield, 
an American Jew, and the panei cons isted of himself and~-L.LL~al, the 
latter of who5e introductory comments were entirely negative~~ Horocaust 
observance; commemorations. and eny reason whatsoever to~·nnk. concern for--tbe 

---.... Holocaust to concerns for peace and justice ln the Middle East, e:xcept in a nega
tlve context. He even went so far as three times to say he regarded~Anne 

.........-Frank Olar~ as b0gu$ In significant part. (I note thls not to prejudge ~peel-

{ 

fie point, but to lndfcate the tenor of the presentation.) final ty, a number of 
the Jews who were present (there were very notable absences), while defending the 
Holocaust against the charges that there have been many Holocausts, were seriously 
divided In some Important aspects of the discussion. 

'· 
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became sufficiently concerned at-.out th~ l t!vel of the dlseu!>sion, that I in·. 

tervened to point out that wh i le it ~as r.0 doubt. tru~ that the Holocaust was 
somet;mes exp loited inappropriately for ~o l itical ~nds, and was a legi timate 
matter of concern, it was c. serious fallacy to assume that taking seriously· 

.....__ the Holocaust , and the explicit attempt to eliminat~ the Jews as a people, 
does not imply for many of us an insensl tivity o~ lack of concern for th~ 
tragedy experienced by the Pa1estir.ian peooie. I furth~r S3id the real les
sons ~f the Holocaus t need to be recogni ~ed by ~ii peop!e so that it wi lt 
never again happen to Jews, and so that al I forms of raci sm evervwhere will 

~be rejected. I. fndlcated that, of COU!"Se, the Holocaus t · C<l !"I be expl0ited, and 
is exploited to p.revent p~r·son' of !)eing cr i tical of cert.Jin policies of lsraei, 

~ and tf and where that i·s done, it should be r12jected. But it must never be 
forgotten. Nor ~hould what happened at Sabra and Chat·illa to the Palestinian 
people, or historically, in my own country to the American lncitan, etc. But, · 
I indicated, people should be very c~ ~eful in drawing comparisons between what 
happened in the Holoca~st end a varfety of other human tragedies (the Armenians, 

........ gypsies, actions of Italians to L iby~n~ and certain other depriva ls cf people 
.had been ci t ed), ldst such re~itals minimize the hcrror cf the · Hoioc~ust and by 
their very recital, disp lay evas ion. Th~se cc:>mments were not rec~ived with en~ 
thusiasm by the panel, but several Jewish persons had made similar conrnents, 

(

(including one Is raeli who seid th11.t whatever the s ituation of the Palestinians. 
not one Israeli political leader hag ever proposed or even suggested a clear 

~ plan to elimir.ate all the Palesti~ ian people, as in Nazi Germany). A very 
young Jewish g i l"'1 came up to me a fter;.(a rcis to say that my commen ts w·~re one of 
the things that made i t pos~ i b lc for har t o stay in the room. t regret if I 
exceeded my observer mandate her~. but while ~ can appreciate reason~d crlti-
cl-sm of some uses of the P.oiocaust and can at ~east unders t and why Palestinian~ 
In particular express themselves as th~y do, the vrrulence and insensitivity 

---of a number of the corr.rnents, and some of the unqualified claims about the ab
sence of·-anti-Semitism anywhere but among Europeans and t he i r descendants were 
repugnant to me, A French correspondent for ABC was In the room and asked to 
Interview me foltowi.ng my COOYl'lents. t decl lned. 

The major NGO 'dtstussl·on was on ustr-at.egles for the future for NG0 1 s Concerned 
About the Palestinian Q.uestion.u It was chair.ed by a ·Britfsh _member of Parlia
ment. Ernie Ross. and was an extreme1y. difficult two-session event, which flna11y 
issued i n a relatlvely m0dest statement of . appreciation for the opportunfty to 
meet, and a request to the UN Corrmlttee cir: the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestfnian People to estab1ish c ;ose links with all interested 
NGO's. to facilftate cooperation emong the~ and between them and the UN on this 
question, end to call consultative meetings regardfng Implementation of the 
program of action adopted by the Internat ional Conference. ?erhaps to b~·held 
when the report of the conference comes before the General Assembly. This was 
approved by acclamatfon, and the $tatement refrained from i nd icating that all 
the Nli0 1s p1'esent app!"cvcd. Clearly most di d. The secretariat of the confer
ence and especially the UN-NGO coordinators were apparently very desirous of 
thls eutcome. Some NG0 1 s were not. sure that being organized by the COltlllittee on 
Self-Determination was in the best interest of this ·issue. 

A second short paper listed a number of strateg fes that various NGO's or groups 
of NG0 1s participating recommended, including 11 the promotion of the results of 
the confererice (which ~he NG0 1 s at. that point had not seen) and .all other UN 
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resolutions and decisions on this question." Some attempt was made to change 
this statement to read 11all other UN resol utions and decisions on Palestinian 
national rights, 11 but a number of people, recognizing this to be a ploy to 
~liminate certain UN resolutions, such as 2~2, indicated the complete una~
ceptabi lity of this, and the originar language was left . standing. A Palestinian, 
speaking on behalf of the PLO position, by the way~ told the group that those 
among them trying to change the language because it would not find support in the 
PLO were in absolute error, and should not use the PLO to try to change the docu
ments language. He indicated that the PLO has always said it would support all 
the resolutions .!!_taken together. Others, supporting him, indicated Arafatllas 
more than once made the same declaration. It was not an unnoticed point, and I 
assume that all hearing this report will understand its meaning. 

Both the statement of the NG0 1 s and the ltst. of strategies are minimalist in form, 
as a result of significant divergences within the NGO's regarding program. Some 
NGO's represented small groups with very limited and specific goals; others, ltke 
NCC, WCC, !.!_~have broad constituency and- purposes. 

EVALUATIVE COMMENTS 

A disclaimer: It is always dangerous to prematurely evaluate an event dealing 
with a situation of such magnitude and enormous consequence as The Quest.ion of 
Palestine. What r say in evaluati on at this point I might well have to revise 
at a later stage in the long and agoniz ing process of seeking peace ~ith justice 
In the Middle East. Neverthetess, I attempt this limited evaluation . 

1) It seems apparent that the cqnference was not the disaster wideiy predicted. 
In spite of the Israeli/Western boycott, it was-widely attended and there are 
at least some indications that part of the West was not remaining entirely in" 
different to it. The rhetoric on the floor often mea~ured up to the worst any-

._one could expect, but a discerning ear could hear in a number of speeches serious 
resistance to maximalist demands, I am somewhat skeptical of attributions of 
"moderation" to speeches of Arafat and Khaddoumi , but it is true that they were 
relatively free of mean diatribe and more moderate than a great many speeches 
given by representatrves of nations at war, which have experienced what the 
Palestinians have gone through, especially in recent months. Clearly, the posi
tion of Yasser Arafat and his colleagues within the PLO was significantly streng
thened by their ro.le ln the conference, and by the approbatio.n given to them 
and their positron at a time when his leadership withfn the PLO has been in seri
ous difficulty. 

2) The Draft Declaration of the Conference does not ~ so far as t can discern, 
move further away from the principles enunciated i·n the Policy Statement and 
Resolutions of the NCC. It may even move a slight step closer, especially 

· when combined with both the statements and actions of the PLO at the conference. 
It doe$ not do what Mccloskey urged. It is almost tortuous in its effort to move 

-a step closer to affl rming the exp I icit rfght of Israel to exist, not Just ac .. 
knowledgi.ng its existing without giving It legitimation .. all without using the 
word Israel. The traditional language re "the right of al 1 states" r-ow appears 
In the fol lowing formula: "the right ofal 1 states in the region to existence 
within secure and internationally recognized boundaries, with justice and secur
ity for a.ll :the people, the sine qua~ of which ls th~ recognition and attain-
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ment of the leg itimate rights of the Palestinian people. '' The draft clearly 
affrrms the legitimate inalienable rights, in<::ruaing the right to retur~, the 
right to self-determination and . the right to establish its own independent 
state, but except · for the right of return issue, there is no indication any
where in the document .of any attempt to c la.im ail the terr itory as Palestinian. 
All effort focuses on Israeli withdrawal from the territories occupied since 
1967. The conference speaks more than once of an independent state in Pales
tine and "provision by the Security .Council of guarantees for peace and secur
ity among all states in the region. 11 , Nevertheless, the conference had a clear 
opportunity to advance the possibilities of peace by fol lowing the l i nes sug
gested by Paul McCloskey, by NCC, WCC, and a number of governments, and was 
unable to do so. Mutual recognition continues to elude, except that a case can, 
I think, be made that the Arab community i s clearly more ready to consider thi s 
than Israel, and given that, it is not surprising that they withotd. 

3) Readers of this document can judge for. themselves the significance of Yasser 
Arafat's explicit reference to udemocratic· and progressive Jewish forces in and 
outside Israel who have condemned war, condemned the invasion, condemned the 
massacres of Sabra and Chat illa and condemned expansionist policies and who are 
firmly advocating the rights of our people. l• 11 1 convey to them my greetings 
~nd appreciation for thelr: courageous stand, espec•ally in the face of the ter
ror of the Israeli military authorlt tes. Let us realize tog~ther our dream of 
an exemplary peace in the 'land of peece to be offered as a gift from us to all 
human civilization." Arafat is repe:>rted to have met with Israelis at the con
ference, as did other PLO persons in other contexts. Knowledgeable o,bservers 
regarded it to be very risky for Arafat, sure to subject him, at the least, to 
severe criticism at a time when things. a re not well for him anyway. They also 
Indicated it was likely to be very risky for: some- of the Israelis as they re
turn. I am · not competent on any· of this·. 

4) It would take a · rnore · dfscer:ntng yiew, and a longer vie~ of h~story, than I 
.posses·s to see noW: whether the confer:ence w.rt l be seen as contributing to the 
peaceful resolution of the lsr-ael/Palest rnfan conflict and the Middle East prob· 
lem in general. Most Jewish leadership would, I think, have to engage In a 
great deal of conjecture to see it as contributing to the peac~ and security of 
Israel. So fa r as the Palestinians are concerned, Naomi Kies, an Israeli, was 
probably closest to reality. when she said: 11As we sit here, the bulldozers are 
working in the West Bank •• • W~iJe we under.stand the problems of the PLO, we must 
Impress on thrs conference t~at unless more tsrael ts are conv inced not only of 
the need, . but of the possibility fo r a just so,ution to the Palestinian question 
through peace with tsrael, answers to the question of Palestine will be foot
notes in the historical accounts of Israeli expansi-onism. Political and economic 
pressures , particularly from the United States and the European community can 
help, but the adopti·on of a program which makes clear not on1y the moral · and just 
cause of Palestinian self--determination but the right of Israel to exist with 
the pre-.1967 borders i's, we believe , essential.u The Programme of Action adopted 
by the conference suggests many surpri singl y concrete and substantive actions 
that member states 'are urged to take to support the Palestinian 'people and their 
struggle for their rjghts. But in any foreseeab le future, the solution to the 
Palestinian question sti 11 I ies, t believe, in convincing the people of Israel, 
and the people of the U. S., that the Arab community is really ready to recognize 
the Israeli state and live with it in peace. Onl y when they are convinced of 
that will if be possible for them to enable thei r gover~ment to do what must be 
done by them. The struggle really .1 .. s for the h~arts and minds of the American 

.. .......... ,, .: .. ~ .. - ... . ~ 
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and Israeli people, as well as for the hearts and minds of th~ Arab world. 
The conference did not help much with that, although some thought it clearly 
tried. That, I believe, only points up anew what the NCC pol icy statement 
afftrms: "The key role we play in the resolution of the ·confl ict. . . in helping · 
create a responsible public discourse · in the U.S.A. on the conflict of Israel 
and the Palestinians and other Arabs ... , to uphold a perspective that is whol
lstic rather than partial, (so that) U.S.A. Christians recogni~~ that peace 
and justice for both Israelis and Palestinians require peace and justice for 
each; {and that) •• • that will depend upon bold initiatives by all parties 
seeking new options, r:isking ceurses of action which, while at one time appear
ing impossible, n:laY provrde a basis for a comroon vision o.f peace and justice." 

(A note of anknowledgement and appredation is in order to all ·those who helped 
make it possible for there to be an NCC presence at this conference, in particu~ 
.Jar: · Richard Butler, Dwain Epps, Joan Campbell and David Simpson, staff of the 
NCC who represented the Interests of the various offices and consti~uencies of 
the NCC concerned; Al 1 ison Rock. formerly of the NCC Middle East office, who 
worked so diligently to make the actual arrangements with the U.N., to prepare 
documentation to assist me, an~ arrange for travel; the General Secretary, Clai~e 
Randall, and the President of the Council, James Armstrong. who gave careful con
sideration to all the issues involved in NCC representaiion and gave their final 
approval; and to c~rtain frrends of the Council who will know who they are, who 
shared with me their views and support in a difficult situation. Appreciation 
ought also to be expressed to a ·very supportive and understanding congregation 
of God's people 1n Blacksburg, Virginia who understand the connect.ion ·between 
their life together wi·th me and t·~e larger: church and world community, and to 
rrrt wife and sons who gave up two weeks of. our vacation tog~ther this year because 
they care for a just and peaceful world and for a faithful ecumenical witness in 
this crucial arena.) 

,. 
I 
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November 4, 1983 

Committee on Ch~l\~i~nAJewish Relations 

David Simpson V<AM.4' 
Follow up to October 20-21, 1983 Meeting 

In light of all that has happened since October 21st, it seems as though we could 
have had an easier meeting if we had waited until now. The news 1s good, though, and 
we are pleased to share it with you. 

On Thursday, October 27, 1983 the United States Holocaust Memorial Council voted to 
fully endorse the program with our office, authorizing their staff to commense immed
iately with the funding and support of our pro)ect as outlined in the proposal. The 
NCC Cronicles will feature the work of the NCC Comnu.ttee on Christian Jewish Relations, 
including the Holoeaust education pro3ect, in its next issue. 

On Thursday evening, October 27th, Claire Randall gave a ma3or address to the Ameri
can Jewish Committee at their Nat ional meeting in Philadelphia, in which she announced 
the decision of the NCC to name Charles Kimball as the New Director of the NCC Middle 
East Desk. It was with this expectation and some divine intervention that Charles was 
invited to 3oin us at the CoIIDDittee meeting on October 21st. We are extremely optimis
tic about the leadership Charles will bring to this office, and we look forward to his 
official appearance in January, 1984. A copy of Claire's excellent speech is enclosed. 

The NCC Middle East Committee has 3ust completed its November 2-3 meeting and I am 
pleased to report that our office was invited to participate in the initial drafting 
of a proposed NCC Resolution on the current situation in Lebanon. With the help of 
some Committee members, we helped to develop a statemenr that is not perfect to our in
terests, but acceptable. 

The following information i s included in th.;ts mailing 
1) Minutes of the October 20-21, 1983 meeting 
2) Materials handed out at the meeting for those who did not attend. 
3) Claire Randall's address to the American Jewish Committee 
4) Copy of the draft Guidelines for Christian J ew1s'h Dialogue being considered 

by the Episcopal Church 
S) List of proposed activities with the denominations to be carried out by the 

Holocaust Education Pro)ect. 
6) New Committee Membership list 

(over) 

A UNIT OF THE COMM ~SSION ON REGIONAL AND LOCAL ECUMENISM 
Joan B Campbell, Assistant General Secretary 
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We congratulate Warren Jacobs and Matthew Guiffrida on their election as Chair 
and Vice-chair of the Committee at the last meeting . We are extremely grate 
ful for the interi m leader ship that Matthew has given to the Comnnttee and the 
Office. We second the action of the Committee to extend its appreciation to 
Landrum Shields for his two years as chairman of the Comnn. ttee. Thanks to all. 



.MINUf£S 

October 20- 21, 1983 Meeting of the Comrai ttee on Christian Jewish Relations, NCCC 

The meeting was called to order on October 20th at 10 30 AM by Matthew 
Giuffrida at the Wainright House in Rye, N.Y. Present at the meeting were 

Dale Bishop, United Church of Christ (Thursday only) 
Cynthia Bronson, National Conference of Christian and Jews 
Annette Daum, Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Thurs. only) 
Valerie Ford, Christian Church 
Inge Gioel, American Jewish Committee 
Matthew Giuffrida~ American Baptist Churches 
John Koenig, Lutheran Church in America 
Clark Lobenstine, Washington Interfaith Conference 
Henry Michelman, Synagogue Council of America (Thurs. Only) 
Martha Miller, Dutchess Interfaith Council and CORLE 
Thomas Prinz, Lutheran Church in America 
Viola Purvis, America Friends 
James Rudin, Amen.can Jewish Comnuttee (Thurs. only) 
George Sheridan, Southern Baptist Convention 
Landrum Shields, United Presbyterian Church 
Charles Wissink, Reformed Church in America 
Michael Wyschogrod, American Jewish Congress (Thurs. Only) 

Staff and Guests 
James Armstrong, NCCC 
Mirian Craig, U.S . Holocaust Memorial Council 
Balfour Brickner, Stephen Wise Free Synagogue 
Joan Campbell, CORLE 
Mary Edwardsen, Christ~an Jewish Relations Office 
Jeff Gros, Faith and Order, NCCC 
Marston Speight, Christian-Muslim Task Force, NCCC 
David Simpson, Christian Jewish Relations Office 

Opening devotions were led by John Koenig. The revised agenda for the 
meeting was adopted. The Minutes of the ~larch 22-23, 1983 meeting was ap
proved with corrections . 

I . STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Matthew Giuffrida reported on the following actions and recommendations 
taken by the Standing Committee on April 14 and September 14 

a) Nomination of Hartha Miller to chair subconunittee (consisting 
of herself, George Sheridan and Warren Jacobs) to evaluate the 
Office. 

b) Nomination of Matthew Giuffrida and Dale Bishop to co-chair sub
committee to secure denominational funding and membership. 

c) Voted to reconunend to the Committee the following changes of 
Officers. 

Warren Jacobs to be Chairman of Committee 
Matthew Giuffrida to be Interim Vice Chairman (and to act 
as cha1rnan in Warren Jacob's absence. ) 

The Committee voted to approve both recommendcl.tions. Landrum Sluelds was 
thanked by the CoJTll1llttee for his having served as the Committee ' s Cha1rnan. 
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I I. REPORTS FROM OTHER NCCC UNITS 

A. Charles \i1ss1nk reported on the Interunit Conun1ttee on International 
Concerns, stating that there are areas of concern, (e . g. Human Rights 
and International concerns) which are shared by ICIC and the Office on 
Christian Jewish Relations. He reported the ICIC was yet to act on the 
Office's request to participate in ICIC ' s meetings as an observer. 
l'hss1nk reconmended that the Standing CoMinlttee be given the authority 
to answer ICIC's response to request when it is sent . 

B. Jeff Gros reported on the Commission on Faith and Order . He ex
plained the absence of a WCC statement on "Witness" at the Assembl)' 
resulted from the group's inabill ty to reconcile the confl i cts found 
between the positions of "evangelis!'l" and "dialogue." 

He spoke of the signifi cance of Jewish representation at the lVCC 
Assembly . This year also marked the first time that a Jewish scholar 
has been included in the work of the NCC Fai th and Order Comm1ss1on. 
The Corrun1ssion is exam1n1ng the development of a trinitarian inter
pretation of monothe1sn in Christianity. 

C. Mars ton Speight reported on the act1v1 ties of the Christ1an- rlusllm 
Task Force. He discussed the study conference on Islal"l which had 
been held in June. He also reported on and wade available to the 
Col'llllittee the Task Force's "Handbook on Christ1an- nusliJT1 Relations." 

D. Dale Bishop reported on the ~IBCC Meeting in Geneva, noting that his 
views and understanding of the meeting could be found in the recent 
issue of Chr1st1an Ce~tury . 

He also reported that the Hiddle East Committee had voted on a new 
Director and should be able to announce the name of their Director 
before the Governing Board met in November. He stated that the paper 
on the West Bank Developments which was colll!'l1ss1oned by the Middle 
East Committee was being left uncompleted because the authors were 
unavailable to make revisions. He stated that Trudy Rubin ' s report 
in the Christian Science t1on1tor was being used as a replaceJ'lent for 
the West: Bank paper . 

Plans for a retreat involving the Middl e East Committee and the 
Conun1ttee on Christian Jewish Relations had, Bishop reported, been 
tabled until new Director was appointed. 

He also reported that the H1ddle East Committee had approached Friend
ship Press, asking that the Hiddle East be (again) their theme for 
publication in the years 1988-1989. 

II I. l~CC /NCCC R~ PORT 

James Armstrong and Joan Campbell reported on the process whereby it was 
decided to send a representative to the UN Conference on the Question of 
Palestine . It was reported that the decis i on took into cons1~eration the 
recoJllJTiendations of three units the ~1iddle East Committee, ICIC, and 
Committee on Chnstian Jewish Relations. It was noted that though the re
commendati on by the Christian Jewish Committee was-- rn a sense--"out
voted" by the other two recommendations, the Comnnttee ' s position had in
fluenced the selection of the representative as well as the status which 
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he was to assume at the Conference. 

The HCC Assembly and its lhddle East Resolution was briefly discussed. 
In their reports, Armstrong ahd Campbell stressed that the difference 
between the ~CC and the \CCC must be recognized, It was also noted that 
the great diversity of representation at the Assembly results in North 
American representation being that of a "minority voice." 

Joan Campbell reported on the work of the NCCC Presidential Panel which, 
she believes, will Move the ~CCC in a different d1rect1on. She stated 
that the ·;ccc \~111 acquire a greater theological emphasis and that there 
w1B. be increased work on the "unifying" of the memb1er communions. These 
changes were., she reported, the result of a perceived need to have the 
Christian Churches understand themselves as a single "body" and speak as 
a un1f1 ed voice. She b'el 1eves the report wi 11 ass1s t interfa1 th re
lations because l ts goal would give other religious traditions a more co
herent group \vl th i-hich to dialogue. She also noted that the Office on 
Christian J e·w1sh Relations would be assisted by the Panel's recognition 
of the need for the NCCC to fund the units which it recognizes as a 
part of its institution. 

IV. REPORT ON THE PURPOSE OF THE OFFICE 

Martha ~hller reported t;hat the evaluation subconuni ttee would meet 
October 30th to develop their plans on how best to evaluate the Office. 
The evaluation will take place during the ~onth of November. She asked 
that Corunittee members contact her by telephone or letter with their 
comments. 

James .\rmstron~ stressed the 1Jllportance of the Office's serving as a 
forum for Dialogue. He stated that the bringing together of people was 
of greater importance than the issuing of stateMents. 

Charles l'll.ssrnk stated that many of the problems which faced the Office 
stemmed from the churches' apathy and ignorance. He understood the 
Christian Churches' missions and roots in the Middle East to be compli
cating the Dialogue and understanding of the Jewish Community and Israel. 
He stressed the need for greater theological emphasis which examined the 
interconnectedness of Judaism and Christianity. And he stated that there 
was a need for Christians to discuss among themselves their relation to 
and understanding of the Jewish Conununity. 

Dale Bishop stated that the Office and the Christian Jewish Corrun1ttee 
should take measures so as not to be an "in-group" with a single view of 
the Jewish community and Israel. He stated that the Middle East will al
ways be an issue and that the Committee should represent a greater "di
versity of thought" on the Middle East. 
He stated that there are "natural" limitations to the Office· It is a 
part of the NCCC and must speak and act out of this institutional "base." 
He stated that the Committee and Office tended to be "reactive," as opposed 
to seeking new approaches which might open lines of commun1cat1on. He 
concluded that the Office and Committee themselves should be places of sub
stantive dialogue. 
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John Koenig, Clark Lobenstine and Inge Gibel responded to the presenta
tions on the purpose of the Office. Lobenstine encouraged work with de
nominations, Gibel stressed continuing commitment to work on anti Semitism 
and Koenig called for more theological dialogue and education within the 
churches. 

John Koenig and Charles Wissink spoke to the need to bring Christian
Jewish relations into the area of continuing education for ministers. It 
was agreed that they would examine how this could be achieved and report 
back to the Committee at its next meeting. 

Marian Craig reported that the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council did intend 
to carry out a proJect with the Office, though it continued to be "un
official" because of the Council's own timetable with respect to public
ally announcing their funding for the office. 

V. aHUSJNESS MEETING 

David Simpson gave a brief Director's report and reviewed the written re
port mailed to the Committee. 

The Episcopal Liturgical recommendations, "Celebration of our Judaic Roots" 
was distributed to the committee. The Committee was asked to review it and 
send its conunents and recommendations to the Office. Copies of "Dialogue" 
are to be mailed to the Committee members. 

VI. GflBISTIAN JEJ~ISH PIA1QGV~ ~~~1ING(Ju!y !l-1~, 1983) REPORT 

Charles Kimbell and Balfour Brickner reported on the Dialogue in Rye, N.Y. 
this past sununer. Kimbell. reported that the group, which meets monthly, was 
formed to address the issue of "peace making" in the M1ddle East. The 
group's specific goals were, he reported, to provide an opportunity for 
... personal shar:ing," to give assistance to one another, and to plan JOint 
proJects. He noted that one such proJect would be the sponsoring of an 
Israeli and Palest1n1an to tour the U.S. and speak on the prospects for 
peace in the Middle East and the "Palestinian question" in Israel. 

llhmbell and Brickner both addressed the Presbyterian film, "On Jordan's 
Stormy Banks," noting that the film's biased view of the West Bank had been 
a significant part of the discussion. Brickner stated that the lo~ priority 
given to Christian-Jewish Relations by both Christians and Jews must be 
addressed. 

A general discussion of the role of and representation on the Committee 
followed. A concern wJs expressed over the fact that the Committee and 
Office were being deeHed inappropriate avenues for a gathering of Jews 
and Christians in dialogue to discuss the Middle East. The Committee 
agreed that Stand mg CoJIUlllttee and staff meet with this "ad hoc group" 
in order that a better understanding of each other's role and perception 
could be established. 

V. b) BUSI.NESS MEETING (continued) 

David Simpson reported on plans to work t-nth DEM m areas of education. 
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The following denom1nat1onal appointments to the Committee were approved 

Inge Gibel for AJC (and consultant to Standing Committee) 
John Pawlikowski, Roman Catholic Consultant, U.S.C.C. 
Ted [r1ckson for UCC 
Melanie May for Church of the Brethren 
David Miron for Eastern Mennonities 

The resignation of Eva Fleishner was accepted with regret. 

Viola Purvis read a report from Rachael Dubois on the continuation of the 
Interfaith proJect in Woodstown, N.J. 

The following Committee members were appointed to serve on the Standing 
Committee 

John 13urt 
Warren Jacobs 
George Sheridan 
Thomas Prinz 

Dale Bishop 
Martha Miller 
Charles \hssink 
Matthew Giuffrida 

Matthew Giuffrida stressed the need for a more aggressive approach to 
msure denommatlonal representation on the Committee (m terms of both 
the appointment of a representative and his or her proxy). 

Landrum Shields offered to serve as chairman of a subcommittee to review 
and maY.e reconnnendat1ons on the Guidelines for the Office on Chr1st1an 
Jewish Relations. 

The committee voted to have Joan Campbell draft a letter to James Armstrong 
which would ask him to help secure the denominational funding necessary to 
run the Office. The letter is to then be signed by the Standing Committee 
members. 

The Committee voted to extend the present contract with David Simpson 
through the end of the year 1984 . 

The speaker for the Governing Board Interfaith Breakfast, Si~pson reported 
will be Knster Stendahl. 

The meeting concluded with devotions led by Joan Campbell. 
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OFFICE ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 
475 R1vers1de Drive, New York, NY 10115 (212) 870-2156 
James Armstrong President Claire Randall General Secretary 

David E Simpson 
Director 

Landrum Shields 
Chairman 

PROPOSED LIST OF POSSIBLE ACTIVIES TO BE DONE WITH 
THE DENOMINATIONS 

1) Recognition of "Days of Remembrance" in Denomination's 
liturgical calerdar I or calendar for ministers 

2 Recognition of "Judaic Roots" in liturgical calerdar 

3) Placement of articles on Yorn HaShoah and Judaism 
in denomination's publications for clergy and laity 

4) Distribution of the film, "To Bear Witness" within 
the denomination 

5) Distribution of packet of materials to clergy on 
"Days of Remembrance " 

6) Consultation with denomination's staff who could 
be involved with Holocaust educational project 

7) Promotion of local Dialogue programs between Christians 
and Jews 

8) Creation and distribution of church bulletin and/or 
bulletin insert 

9) Consultation with Sunday School curriculum staff 
on development and distribution of materialss on the 
presentation of a non-biased understanding of Jews and 
Judaism 

10) Establishment of a group of people in the denomination 
who could serve as "contacts" for development of activities 
related to Days of Remembrance Conunemorations 

A UNIT OF THE COMMISSION ON REGIONAL AND LOCAL ECUMENISM 
Joan B Campbell Assistant General Secretary 



FROM DIAJOGUE TO DIATRIBE 

Is~ac C Rottenberg 

THESE MATERIALS MAY 
BE USED WITHOUT PEi
KIS S ION OF TH? AU'l1!0R. 

The Sixth Aase:bly of the World Council of Churches has spoken out on 

the Middle East It~ mcssAge was as onesided aa it waa predictable. critical 

of Israel, accomJdac1n& to the PLO, leveling vague charges about conditions 

1n Jerusale: t•1t sound as convincing as President liArcos did in recent 

weeks 

Step by st~p wee statements dealing vith Israel are being edited with 

Arab sensitivities and political designs in mind For inecanca, in 1977 a 

pro~inent gro D of Christiane began co work on wee Guideline• for Chr1atian

Jevish Dialo;~e !1 June 1981 a final draft was adopted by the WCC'• Caa

aultation on the Chi.rch a11d the Jewish People, and in January 1982 the 
' same action was t4ken by the overarching agency, the Division on Dialogue 

with People of ~iving Faiths and Ideologie• 

At that point tne de:oeratic proeeea waa brought to a halt. A 1111all 

group of people decided to further "revise and reorder" the text. A aep&tate 

aeetion on "The Land" vas taken out and, after being eviscerated, waa aub-

1umed under a section entitled "Towards a Chr1atian Unden~auding of Jewa 

and Judaililll." The phraoe "the indisaoluble bond between the land of larael 

and the .Jewish ;ieople" was declared taboo, bui: the pbraae "the need for 

Paleatini.ane for lielf-deteradnation and expression of their national identi

ty" became "the quest for Stlltehood by Paleat1n1a11a." Thu• the Arab cauc\la 

within the YCC feeds the illusion in the Kiddle East vorld of fantaaiea 

that the bond between the-Jewish people and the land of larael may uot 

be that indiaaoluble a!terall. 

Why not treat the Vancouver atace:ent aa a non-event and ignore it? 

That position has its advocate• and, 1 believe, its valid arsumenta. 

Nevertheless, a1 one who baa been involved in ecw:ienical concerns for m.any 

years, I believe that we are v1tnee1ing the unfolding of a acenario ao 1ad. 

that forees are at work so destructive to interfaith relationahipa, that 

eountervoiees muat conti~ue to be raised, even if they turn out to be 

voices crying in the ecclesiastical vilderneaa 

A little more historical context may help In cy bookcaae ia a 

copy of Markus Barth's volU111e Jesus the Jew, Israel and the Palestinian• 

that bears the following inscription by the author. "To laaac Rottenberg 

ill fdenclshtp to 11 fellow-f1ghter--Genev«1 10/2S/'7S," 01n· "f1ght.1n&" 

bad been done during a meeting convened by Or Philip Potter, Cenaral 

Secretary of the Yorld Council of Churches, for the purpose of dia

cu•aing Middle East is&uea Thoee were uncertain daya in Chriatian

Jewieh dialogue The rifth Assembly of the wee vas soon to meet 1u 

Nairobi, Ke~y• Mecbers of the General Aaeembly at the United Nation• 

were eng11ged in cne of their extended hate-Ieraal taatnmi• that would 
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eventually (Nov. 10, 1975) produce the resolution condemning Z1oni91D as • 

form of raci8111, It was felt that by holding a pre-Nairobi consultation ve 

might avoid s01:1e divisive and embarrassing initiatives at the Wt:C Assembly 

Clovis Makaoud (nov observer of the Arab League at tie U N , then a 

newspaper editor in Beirut), who had been invited even though he did not 

hold membership in a wee related church. dominated the proceeding& with 

a.nti-Israel tirades that reminded aotte of us' of a brand of anti-Zionism 

that had meant death for cillions of people just three decades ago 

Finally Markus Barth and I decided that we had heard enough hate-mongering 

and we told Mr Makaoud in no uncertain terms that we vould not aubject 

ourselves in silence to his vituperative version of "dialogue " 

lhat ia what things had come to in a movement once envisaged as a 

forum vhere Christiana would confront issues and each other in a spirit 

of openness loihen dealing with certain theological queistiona, such as 

baptisa and the eucharist, the posture of dialogue continues to be practiced, 

as becace evident once again in Vancouver, However, other issues With 

equally important theological implications have proven to be beyond the 

WCC's ability to dialogue In those cases diatribes have become the order 

of the day ~ot only can Israel no longer be evaluated vith any 1enae of 

fairneB!I or balance, but the same ia true of the pros and cons of variou1 

societies and of the United States in particular. Still. in an organi

zation that haa 113 non-contributing members (38%1), u.s churches are 

expected to pay dearly to keep the ecumenical ship afloat. 

With sanctimonious references to Cod's biaa for the poor and the 

oppressed the most mindless sloganeering is being tolerated and,in some 

instances, passed on a• sacred truth 'What traveaty of the viaion that 

once wasl What tragedy! 

It should be noted in paesing that in November 197S, 81 the World 

Council vaa Meeting in ~airobi, the U S. Catholic Bishop• were convened in 

Washington, D.C. They too issued a statement on the general theme of 

Christiana-Jeva-Israel. In comparing those aimultaneoualy produced do

cument• one discovers that they represent two entirely different 

spiritual/intellectual climates The aSl:le can be said of the Vatican 

Guidelines for Christian-Jewish dialogue issued earlier that same year. 

Tho1e Catholic docu~ent1 are not everything some of us had wished for. 

but they ~fest a 1pir1t of dialogue with Jews and Judaism that ia 

becoming iccreaaingly rare in certain wee circles. 

The Vancouver Aasecbly, like the Nairobi meeting, was preceded by 

a c:onsultation in Geneva, Svitzerland (May 15-19, 1983). Thia time, 

however, in a further politization of the process, the participants 

were not aelected by Dr Philip Potter(WCC) and Dr. Claire Randall (NCC). 

Rather, the event was sponsored by the Middle East Council of Churchea 

and the delegate selection was ;ntrusted to an inner circle of partisans 

In short, the basic teKt of the Vancouver atatei:ient on the ~iddle East 

waa composed by a carefully screened special interest group and was in 

no way the result of dialogue among a representative group of Christiani 

The pious language about meeting "in the spirit of serv11ntl-ood" is 

mere window dressing, the token one or two Jews and Christtan friends of 

Iar~al tend to become both a joke and an insult, in t}t~ end the process 
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.!!. the thing I Let no one be fpoled about that Some of these processes 

have become so politicized that both the World and the National Councils 

of Churches, including many projects that represent genuine Christian 

cooperation and deser.e broad support, are bet01ling increasingly co~

,ro~ised I have some problei:is with the Catholic bishops' pastoral 

letter on nuclear ar~a~ents, but when I look at their way of go1n~ about 

eucn controversial ~atters, I am not surprised that Rome isn't quite 

ready to jump on the con~iliar bandwagon 

Of course, I understand the complexities of the dyna~ics within 

the wee ' I know all the baffling dilem::uis that must be faced I can ap

preciate that Arabs find it hard to resist using their position within 

the councils of churches t o score political points The concern of the 

miaaicnary establishment that a wrong move might jeopardize their con

tinued presence in closed societies is real Still, there is &Cll'ething 

indecent, s01:1ething dishonest and-I would say- dangerous a~out the vay 

those issues are being handled. 

I have attended enough missionary staff meetings to know that self

censcrahip with respect to the Arab world !s a way of life A reeent issue 

of The Christian Science Monitor (Aug 8, L983) told the disn:al storv of 

how Saudi Arabian intolerance makPs it virtually impossible for Christians 

employed in that country to practice their faith in corporate worship 

We in the Christian establishQent (I too during my days as a church 

bureaucrat) have hueh-nushed that kind of infoTIDation from all over the 

Middle Eaat for a very si~ple reason ve fear the consequences of doing 

otherwise for our cis~1onaries and their vork. There are no easy ansvera 

to such dilell:lJIB.s But apparently in the case of Israel there is absolute

ly no room ior nuances, nor for c~ the most reasonable explanations or 

extenuating circunstaoces, There ia only t he One Righteous Cause advocated 

vith boundless self-righteousness 

In an August 15. 1977, speech (available in printed form) to the 

NCC'e ~iddl• East Co'm11ittee 1 Cabriel Habib, Ceneral Secretary of the 

Hir!dle East Council cf Churches, 11aid this "l.'ben dealing with those other 

areas of tension [i e other than the Palestinian issue) one should care

fully take into account the ef fccts on the future of the Christtan co~

cunity !n the ~iddle East For example, we have to be extremely careful 

in dealing wtth, or even in centioning, the rights of the Copta in 

Egypt, because of the negative effects this might have on the life of 

the Christian coi.-iunity in that country E11rphaeizing the problems of 

the religious minorities in the Middle East today is a double-edged !!\lord " 

In short, don't hurt vourself with this double-edged svord, but feel 

free at anv ti~e to badger Israel ~ith the rod of the double standard! 

There are peo?le in the ecumenical ciovercent, top lesd,era a111on11 them, 

vho recognize that the councils of churches need redirection Howeve r.as 

is the case in ~aahington, administrations come and go, but the bureau

crats stay for ever They hel? each other climb the career ladJer for 

the ideolog1callv likeminc~d That's how move~ents are turnrd into en

trenched eatablishrcnts and one of the cructal questions 1ffth respect to 

the councils of churches is whether they are still open to reform 
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Thoae of ue in the loyal opposition who seek a more balanced ap

proach to a whole range of issues need not wait, however, for a conversion 

to take place. There is plent1 of ecumenical activity going on outside 

of the councils of churches, For instance, just rec£ntly a major document 

vu produced jointly by t"ie Council on Theology and Cultu·re and the Division 

of Corporate and Social Miasion of the Prea~yterian Church U S (naw 

mersed with the United Presbyterian Church) Those people were not at all 

reluctant to "a ff ire that God's covenart with Abr.iha111, Ia.11ac and Jacob in

cluded a promise of land" and that the "creation and continuing existence 

of the State of Israel in our time" can be seen as " a sign of the mercy 

and faithfulneu of God to the Jl!\liah people " This docume1t now becomes 

part of the growing body of ecucenical literature written by scholars of 

~ny different traditions who seek to redirect the thinking and the 

actions of Christ!ans after centuries of anti-Judaic teachings 

Still, it is incredibly sad to see highly CO!Dlllitted !actions within 

the ecu~enical ~rivemcnt pre?ared to derail thoee positive developments for 

political and even propagandistic ends lt looka to me like a loaing pro

position all the way around The wcc•s bleaeing upon Arab maxtmaliet positions 

i1 not likely to advance the eauae of Paleati~ian aapiration9, while the, 

hypercritical atance toward Israel, inspired by a relatively small numbe·r 
se of top oureaucrata whO\resentoenta towards the Jewish state have been 

1ii:::J1ering for years. will quite likely weaken the role of the wtC in 

interfaith relationships 

We in the National Christian Leadership Confere~ce for Israel, do 

not cla!J:l special eccleaial status, aor do we make claims about representing 

tens of millions of perecns across the world. We do not live by theologic

al consen1u9 on all points of biblical interpretation, nor do we agree 

on evet'} Guestion of ~iddle taat policy, whether eapouaed by Israel or the 

United Ststea But our study of both the Rible and htatory has taught u• 

that there are covenant prooiaea concernins Zion that ahall not be broken, 

cot by the ragiogs of the nattona and not by the machinationa of religious 

eatablislu::ents In those beliefs we know ourselves supported by many 

millions of Christiana and, realieing that Christian-Jewish relation• have 

• very long way to go, in those beliefs we are co:amittcd to carry on. 

-•--

The Rev Isaac C Rottenberg ia a ~inister of the Reforced Church in 

America and e~ecutive director of the National Christian Leadership 

Conference for Israel-- 134 East 39th Street 
Nev York, NY 10016 
212/679-4822 
201/783-9106 
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THE MIDDLE EAST 

World Council of Churche 
SI'{TH ASSE:-IBLY 
24 July - 10 August 1983 
Vancouver B . C , Canada 

1. The increasingly dangerous situation in the Middle East threatens 
the peace of the whole vorld and places heavy demands On all those 
striving for justice and freedo~. 

The Middle East is a region of special interest as the birthplace of 
three oonotheistic r~ligions. !he churches in the area have their 
roots froo apostolic tices. Their continued presence and active 
participation in the life of the vhole area, despite suffering at 
various periods 7 is a recarkable vitness to the faith. They are 
f acins nev challenges and attempting to respond through nev forms 
of vitness. Unile only the churches of the Middle East can determine 
the nature and faros of their vitness, it behove~ all churches to strengthe; 
their presence and support their cinistry, especiallv the ministry of 
reconciliation and vitness for peace. Historical factors and certain 
theological interpretations have of ten confused Christians outside 
in evaluating the religious and political developments in the Middle 
East. 

2. Recent develop~ents in the region have further pushed back pros
pects fo- peace. The agony of the Lebanese var is not yet over. The 
integrity and independence of Lebanon are in greater danger than ever. 
Tre Israeli settleoent policy on the West Bank has resulted in a de
facto annexation giving final touches to a d1scr1:inatory policy of 
development of peoples that flagrantly violates the basic rights of 
the Palestinian people. There are fears of relocation of the inha
bit~nts on the ~est B'nk and their expulsion. A large nu~ber of 
Palestinians are under detention 1n the prisons in the Vest Bank and 
in caaps in Lebanon. There is escalation of tension in the occupied 
territories. The consensus acong the Arab nations appears to have 
been ~ost. External and internal pressures have caused serious rift 
vithin the Palestinian covecent. In ~any situations there are increasing 
violations of human rights, especially of minorities and relig~ous fana
ticisc is a base of cany coo~unities The Iran-Iraoi war continues 
to claio an increasing toll of lives and com~licate~ - inter-Arab 
relat~ons. Tension is increasing in relation to Cyprus. 

3. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict: 

i) We rea~firc the principles previously enunciated by the WCC as the 
basis on vhich a peaceful settle~ent can be reached. The UN resolution 
242 and all other relevant UN resolutions need to be revised and imple
menLed t~king into account changes that have occurred since 1967 and 
that such revisions should express the follo~ing principles in a 
manner that vould ensure: 

a) 

b) 

the vithdraval of Israeli troops from all territories occu
pied in 1967, 
the right of all states, including Israel and Arab states, 
to live in peace with secure and recognised boundaries; 

·-
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the ir:irlt'mC'nl:ttfon or till rr ilit 

to self-deter~ination including 
a sovereign Palestinian state. 

II r t Ji l I' .J 1 ( • l I n J •• 11 

the right of establishing 

ii) We reaffirm that the H1dd l e Fa~t c-r-11fl1c-t c:lnnor be rpc;olved 
thrl.lui:;h the U!>C of iorct:! but only throuc,li p1....J<..L1 ul 111edns. Negol.1..atlons 
for a c:ooprehensive settlenent i n the '11ddle f-nst c;hould include :ill 
all those parties most int1~acely involved t h e state of Israel, 
the Palestinian Liberation Organ1sat1o~·~nd nt:!1ghbour1ne Arab states. 
The interests of the world ac large are best represented through the 
United Nations and the USA and the LSS~ have a special responsibility 
in thi s 1:1atter. 

iii) Churc hes should undertale the follow1ns with a view to facili
tating processes towards negotiations· 

a) to bui.lJ &rc;iter awareness anong the churcl·es about the 
urgency and justice of the Palestinian cause. In this 
conn e c t l. on a c t l. v e s up p o r t !> Ii o u 1 d h <.. c x t e n cl c.. d t o l h c U fl 
Conference on the Question of I' 1lL:,t!.ne to be hcl<l :it 
the end of August 1983 in Geneva. The churches should 
bring to bear their influence on states to participate 
in it, 

b) to encourage the dialogue betwc~n P:1lest1nians and 
Israelis ~1th a view to furthering ~utual understanding 
and enabling recogni:ion, 

c) to recind Christians in the ~estern world to recognise 
that their guilt over the fate of JC'-'S in thelr countrie.!:. 
may have influenced their vie~ of the conflict in the 
Middle East and has often led to uncritical support of 
the policies of the state of Israel, thereby i&noring 
the plight of the Palesti~ian people and their rights. 
In this context we welc ome the more open and critical 
st:inc..c &idoptc<l by ChristJnn • hurt hL:, ..Ln Llac lr.uli.LJ.01101! 
Jewish-Christian dialogue, but we also urge the broaden
ing of the dialogue to include lar~er segnents of both 
Chr1st1an ~nd Jcvi~h commun1t1~~. 

d) to support moveaents vith1n Israel, which are working· 
for pc~cL JnJ rclOUL..LliJl1on. 

4. Leo anon 

The ecu~en1cal co~~unity shares the agony of the peoples in Lebanon 
vho have been tragically suffering over the last nine years and who 
have been carr)ing too large a buraen of the problens of the region. 

l) We reiterate that the recovery of JcbJnc~c tcrr1tor1al inlcgri.ty 
and sovere.gntv is a key to peace and justice in the region and that 
for this to be realised all forcir,n (orccs mu!>t be \Jl thdr.'.lwn from 
Lebanese territory. 

11) ~e ap pea l to the ecumenical cor ~unity· 

a) to support the efforts of the Lebane~e government t o reassert 
the effective exercise of its sovereignty over all Lebanese 
territory and to support full independence and unity of the 
Lebanese people; 

b) to assist the churches ~ith1n Lebanon in their attempts with 
leaders of t he rel1g1ous co~nunit1es for recor.cil1ation uith 
a vie~ to achieving harcony and unity among all communities 
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c) to continue to suppor~ generously the Middle East Council 
of Churches and the churches in Lebanon in their humani
tarian and social programmes of relief for all in Lebanon. 

d) to collaborate ~ith the churches in the area in their 
co~tribution to the pro~otion of Justice, dignity, freedom 
and hu~an rights for all in Lebanon 

5. Jerusale:= 

i) ~e reaffi-::= that "Jerusaleo is a Ho ly Ci: '. for tnree montheistic 
religions Judaiso, Christianit y and Islac The tenaency to minioise 
Jerusale='s ioportance for any of these three religions should be 
avoided" (Vth Assembly, Nairobi 1975) The \.JCC should inplement 
t~e proposal of the ~CC Central Coc~ittee (August 1980) that dialogue 
be initiated ~1th Jews and Muslios so that oe~~ers of the three 
religions can understand each other's deep religious attachoent to 
Jerusaleo ana sothat toget h er they can contr io ute to~arcs political 
processes that would lead to a outually acce?table agree~ent for 
shar1ng the cit). The churches should give prior1ty to this while 
continuing efforts to secure a general settle~ent of the Middle East 
conflicts. The special legislation kno~n as the Status Quo of the 
holy Places ~use be safeguarded and confirced in any agreement con
cerning Jerusalem. 

l. l) a) We Cd!l the atte~tion of the churches to the need for: 

actions which v1ll ensure a continuing indigenous 
Christian presence and vitness in Jerusalem, 

vider ecucenical awareness of the plight of the 
indigenous Muslim and Christian cocounities suffering 
from the repressive actions of the occupying po~er 
in East Jerusalem and other occupied territories. 

b) We call uuon all churches to express their co~con 
concern that although Israeli. lav guarantees free 
access for mecbers of all religious traditions 
rooted in Jerusalec to their holy places, the state 
of war between Israel and Arab States, the political 
reality created by the Israeli annexation of East 
Jerusalen and continuing occupation of the West Bank 
means that Arab Muslims and Christians continue to 
experience serious difficulties and are ,often prevented 
froc visiting the Holy City. 

6 We uphol d the churches in the Middle East in our intercessions 
as they respond to the new challenges in the difficult circumstances 
through their witness in the service of Christ We assur e them of 
the solidar i ty of the community of faith around the vorld as we have 
g a therea together here in the name of Jesus Christ, the Life of the 
World. ~e pray for the healing of the ~ounds in the nations of that 
region 

WP stand together with other religious communities in a sp1r1t of 
servanthood seeking to be faithful in our common calling to be 
p e ace-makers and reconcilers and to bring hope for all. 
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SECRETARIAT FOR CATHOLIC.JEWISH RELATIONS 
131Z MA'SSACNUSi::TTS AVi::NUIE ,N w • WASHINGTON D c 2000s • 20Z•o59-6957 

September 16, 1983 

Rev. David Simpson 
Office on Chr1st1an-Jew1sh Relations 
National Council of Churches 
475 R1vers1de Drrve 
New York, NY 1OTT5 

Dear David: 

I am pleased to comply with your request for my reactions 
to the recent t~CC statement on the Middle East as adopted by 
the fall assembly 1n Vancouver These are, of course, my own 
personal reflections as a consultant to your committee and not to 
be taken in any way as an official response on the part of the U S. 
Cathol rc Conference which I serve 

At the outset, I must admit to a certain disappointment 1n the 
statement. Despite its laudable call for reconc1l ration, the document 
as a whole has the appearance of supporting the cause of one party 1n 
the confl 1ct, to the detriment of both the hrstor1cal record and the 
necessity for compromise and flex1b1l 1ty on both srdes of the many 
complex issues 1t raises 

Paragraph 11C11 of sectron 3,111, I believe, both illustrates and 
under! res the dilemma. Here 1s the document's sole ~eference to 
antisem1t1sm as a factor influencing Chrrstian understanding of and 
attitudes toward the peoples of the Middle East. Incredibly, it 1s a 
denial of the validity of that factor arguing instead that Chr1st1an 
"guilt" over the Holocaust is excessive and that 1t must be denied or 
repressed in favor of what amounts to11uncr 1t1 ca I supp.ort11 for the 
11Palest1n1an peopl e and their rights." 

Whrle I am strongly 1n favor of increased Christian understanding 
of and support for the very real needs of the Palestinians, I cannot 
help but be saddened by the forced-choice, either-or approach that 
rs presumed 11 n thrs paragraph. Chr1st1ans, I would affrrm, have not 
yet come to grips adequately with the full d1mens1ons of their own 
tragic legacy of hatred toward and oppression of the Jewish people. 
Ant1-Jew1sh theological and social themes, 1t has been shown trme and 
again, are embedded in every aspect of Church I rfe and teaching. Until 
we have fully analyzed and counteracted this v1 le, most anc1~nt sin 
of Chr1st1an trad1t1on, I believe, we cannot honestly say that we have 
even measured our historic gurlt, much Jess be 1n a positron to deny 
rts palpably contrnu1ng reality w1th1n the Chrrst1an community The 

NCC task force, as I recall, found what for 1t was surpr1s1ng evidence 
of blatant ant1semrtrsm 1n the Middle East How much less surprised 
should we be to acknowledge that this evil 1s strll very much 1n our 
own midst? rt appears more than a bit self-servrng to attempt to deny 
the obvious 1n such a context. What we as Chrrstrans need to recognize 



Rev David Simpson 
September i6, 1983 
Page Two 

then, may well be how our un-Christ1an lack of a sense of guilt over the 
Holocaust is 1nfluenc1ng our views of the Middle East confl 1ct. 

L1kew1s~ I sense 1n this paragraph an 1mpl 1~1t argument that those 
Christians who support lsrael only do so out of a sense of reparations 
for the Holocaust and that the State of Israel is thus an unfair 
impos1t1on of a 11Western 11 problem upon the Middle East Both ideas, 
to the extent they operate here, are so reduct1on1st as to be essentially 
false Chr1st1an support for the existence of the State of Israel has 
multiple causes ranging from the theological to the moral-practical, 
most often 1n comb1nat1on as 1s usually the case with human mot1vat1on 
So this statement stands as a gratuitous slur on the 1ntegr1ty of many 
ser1ous-m1nded Chr1st1ans Regarding the second suppos1t1on, one has 
only to reca l l that the majority of Jews 1n Israel are refugees, not 
from the Eu~opean Holocasut but from Arab and Musi tm countries from which 
they were forced to flee after centuries of hab1tat1on Understanding 
of the present s1tuat1on 1s not well served by 1gnor1ng this key fact 
of Middle Eastern real 1ty 

Though perhaps 1t is a matter of style only, some sections struck 
me as being rather vague, with almost off-hand references d1spos1ng of 
large and compl 1cated issues Paragraph 2 comes to mind here, as does 
paragraph 5, ii. Regarding the latter, the 1mplicat1ons of Jewish 
persecution ("oppression") of Christians 1s particularly troublesome, 
especially 1n view of the document's refusal to acknowledge the very 
real persecutions of Jews by Chr1st1ans over almost two m1llen1a And 
the lack of any sort of documentation for the allegations, or balance 
in terms of Muslim treatment of other rel 191ous groups, for example 
in Iran, leaves the statement vulnerable to objections from more than 
one side. I know of no official Israeli pol1c1es, for example, which 
inh1b1t Chr1st1an or Muslim access to the holy sites of Jerusalem as 1s 
here asserted. Freedom of worship for Jews and Chr1st1ans 1n Saudi 
Arabia (to name but one example), 1s, however, seriously and off1c1ally 
c 1rcumscr1 ted even today. Surely the framers of the document must see 
the need for respectful and honest dialogue with Mus} 1ms on these issues -
of rel1g1ous freedom as well? 

Regarding the pol 1t1cal (as opposed to the above interrelig1ous) 
aspects of the statement, I should perhaps be more circumspect, since 
they 11e less w1th1n my own area of competence than the above But 
I may register my surprise as the virtual abandonment of resolution 
242 through the mod1f 1cat1ons suggested 1n paragraph 3. In this, the 
document differs d1st1nctly from the positions taken by our own 
Conference 1n 1973 and again 1n 1978 vo1c1ng support for 242 as a 
basis for negot1at1ons. To presume already an end-point for the 
negot1at1ons 1s, perhaps, to risk precluding them from the start 
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Finally, may I presume that 11uncr1t1cal support" for the various 
stances of the churches 1n the Middle East was not intended, despite 
the rhetoric of paragraph 6? It would seem to me that the duty of 
loving cr1t1c1sm among Chr1st1ans should, according to the test1nony 
of St. Paul, always be a vital factor in our relations with one 
another. It ts, in fact, 1n that sp1r1t of Chr1st1an fello~-1sh1p that 
I offer these brief rema rks Thanking you for the opportunity, I 
r·ema 1 n 

Y~::lom, 

Euz;· Fisher 
/ 

EJF Im 
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I have not ha.d opportunity to be present in one of your national meetings in 

several years But I and many related to the National Council of Churches have had 

continuing relationships with the American Jewish Committee and the rest ot the 

Jewish community for which I am grateful. Our president , Bishop James Armstrong, 

and I have worked, ana will continue to work to sustain these relationships in the 

most effective way 

I congratulate you of this committee and the entire American Jewish Committee. 

as I have congratulated Jim Rudin, on having him as director of your work Our 

long-standing relationship with h1m makes us know that he will be an effective leader 

for you We are pleased that he will continue as your official observer at our Gover

ning Board }!arc Tanenbaum has oeen a good friend over the years and will remain so 

and we are pleased to see him in his new pos1t1on as well We know that you w1ll 

contirtue to have expert leadership for this work because you have an expert staff 

working with your new director. We are happy that Inge Gibel 'INill be taking over 

Jim Rudin' s place on the NC...CC Christian-Jewish Relations Committee. 

I believe that relations oetween churches and the Jewish comm.unity are very im

portant and get more so all the time for at least three maJor reasons. First of all 

we have a common heritage and Christianity's roots are in Judaism We share certain 

scriptures and thus Many of our moral and ethical convictions are common ones and 

give us a shared responsibib.ty to say and do things out of those convictions that 

are especially needed in a fragmented, strife-torn but increasingly interrelated 

world I'm glad that the Christl.an- Jewish worksnop is exploring mo-re intens1velv 

our common roots 

The second important reason for our having strong relations 1s that anti-Semitism 

continues to raise its ugly head in both crude and sophisticated ways We are con-

tinually reminded that this is something that is somehow deeplv rooted in human e~

perience and therefore requires constant vigilance on the part of all of us for it 

is not JUSt the Jews' problem, it is Christians' problem also And the most ultimate 

expression in historv of anti-Semitism, the Holocaust, is not JUSt a Jewish problem 
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and not JUSt a European or Western problem It must be a concern for all humanitv 

That humans could come to such action against other humans is a Judgment on all human

ity. It speaks to the power of evil in the world against win.ch t,e must all oe vigi-

lant everywhere It is only in relationship with the Jewish communit> that we can 

even begin to unaerstand the meaning of the Holocaust 

And thira. our relationsnio which can lead to cooperation on maJor issues of our 

ti~e can ~ake possible a strong voice and appropriate actions toward peace with JUS-

The urgercv of uork1ng at this together cannot be over-e~ohasized 

I have Deen askea t o talk about three areas in our relationship recent positive 

developments, continuing sources of misunderstanding and tension as well as possible 

areas of future cooperation 

I particularlv reJoice that I can report positive develop~ents in recent months 

and years I woula put high on the list of positive developments the strengthening 

and enlarge~ent of our d1alo~ue with Jewish leaders at the national level I think 

we have reached a new dimension of authenticitv in recent discussions. as Christians 

have oegun to put :orward their reality more clearlv as we have talked about ongoing 

problens and Probed for new ways to work together 

The ~CCC Committee on Christian-Jewish Relations has been reinvigorated and ex

panded by inclusion of members of five national Jewish agencies and representives 

of churches that have not been previously involved as well as the strengthening of 

representation of those who have been involved. I am encouraged by the work that is 

being done there. I also am pleased at the continuing relationship between the 

Committee on Christian-Jewish Relations and the Middle East Committee This will be 

strengthened in a verv good way by the positive development of the choice of Charles 

Kimball to be our Middle East executive My conversations with him encourage me to 

believe that he will be a very sensitive staff person in this area and will cont1nue 

in the cooperative pattern set by Dick Butler And the fact that, though he and his 

immediate familv are Southern Baptists, the rest of his family are of the Jewish 

faith apparentlv has given him sensitivity and insights which will be very meaningful 

in our future work 

The ~ational lforkshop on Christian- Jewish Relations, of which the A.JC and the NCCC 

are tuo of the three national sponsors, has had a dramatic increase in attention and 

attendance latelv 
I 

The workshop in Boston this year drew more than 1 ,000 people and 

featured an introductory pre-workshop seminar co-sponsored by ~CCC ana ~JC 

It is significant that many parts of the Jewish corununity are Joining with Protes

tants and Catholics in moving toward peace-making as a national religious priority. 

Several national Jewish agencies have agreed to oarticipate in the National Week on 

:'eace l'ith Justice which the NCCC initiated last year and into which have JOlned many 

5ro11ps around the countrv All three religious groups have been ~ork1ng on the ques -

tion of nuclear arms control and the problems of nuclear war. 
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The Chn.st1an-Jew1sh Relations office of the NCCC' is cooperatin~ with 

the JJn~ted States Holocaust ~!emorial Council to sponsor a maJCr Holoca-..st 

>::ducation Program for churches throughout the country This proJect includes 

the pro~otion of Holocaust Commemoration act1vit1es. a local dialogue pro~ram 

in \;hi.ch churches and synagogues share their knowledge of Holocaust and its 

meaning, and a teacher education progra111 which enables church school teachers 

to place the Holocaust in the conte~t of church historv 

There 1s work going on in several Protestant communions in the field of 

Christian-Jewish Relations which is new and often innovative. For instance,t11e 

Lnited Nethodist Church has developed a dialogue program with the Union of 

American rlebrew Congregations which wi l l take place in 25 cities across the 

bnited States oe~inning this fall 

The newly united Presb>terian Church has within i.t a group of local pastors 

whic~ have organized across the country to support the work of the new church 

in the area of Christian-Jewisn Relations Thev are looking toward getting adop

tion of a state~ent on Christian-Jewish Relations developed in th.e Presbyterian 

Church in the U S prior to reunion and to get the Holocaust program of which I 

spoke into their churches. 

The American Baptist Churches convened a series of top-level neetings with 

their national leaders this past summer to develop programs in Christian-Jewish 

Relations One of these is expected to be a didlogue between American Baptist 

Women and their counterparts in the Syngogues and Jewish community in cities 

across the United States 

The President of the United Church of Christ is calling together some church 

leaders from that communion to explore the possibility of developing a program of 

Christian-Jewish Relations for that church. 

The Episcopal Church has drafted a statement on Christian-Jewish Relations, 

taken from the World Council of Churches' document on Ecumenical Considerat).ons 

They have also proposed a date tor a liturgical 

celebration of our Judaic roots which mav be adapted for ecumenical use. Bishop 

John Burt. long a part of the ~ationJl Council of Churches and a long-standing 

friend of tne AJC, has been involved in initiating these activities 

I would be remiss if I did not include in this list of recent pos1ti\e de

velopments the nublication of J im Rudin's helpful book Israel for Chr~stians 

Whatever materials we can make available like this are helpful to our relation

ships and to broader understanding which is so important 
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Let us turn now to the matter of tensions. which is not that knicn ~e ,ost 

wish to speak about but which must be added to any assessment of our relations 

I want to try to identify what are some of the rnaJor. long-term. underl\ing dif

ferences that create tensions that surface at specific times or in relation to 

specific issues I do not agree with atl that is implicit in these Of ten ••e do 

not have intentional disagreements. There are tacts of our different histories. 

ways of working or our faith understandings that create differences that can turn 

to tensions Whatever these facts are and however they create tensions '\ve need 

to understand that they are there ana know as much about them as we can if ~e are 

to minimize tensions or deal honestly with them 

One of the long-term factors that affect our relations 1s that the churches 

have broadened their understanding of the meaning of interfaith ln 1 recent \·ears 

churches are crvine to understand the Meaning of faith in a world ~nere there are 

living religions such as the Islam, Buddhism. Hinduism. etc. Inev1tabl\ this 

seems to lessen tne emphasis on Christian- Jewish Relations that once were thought 

to be our maJor 1qterraith relationship 

The strong relacionsnips that the churches and councils have had and continue 

to have with churches and councils in the Third tforld affect our thinking and ac-

tion in all that '•e do The tensions trom this in Christian-Jewish Relations re-

valves around the face that Third World people tend to see Israel as a First World 

country while seeing the rest of the .Middle East as Third World. Another factor 

about our relationship to the Third \lorld is that our direct cont:acts are with 

churches or councils of churches in the Third World. This means that we have a 

primary relationship in the Middle East with Christians who are Arabs and Palestin-

Because of that relationship we have a history of many years of work by 

Church World Service with Palestinian refugees in the ~nddle East: and more recently 

service extended to refugees and those with material needs in Lebanon. 

Whether we like it or agree with it or not, it has been very difficult for 

manv Christians to deal with some of the things that happened in Lebanon during 

the time Israeli troops were involved there , JUSt as it is difficult for people to 

deal with some things that are happening there now througn actions of other na tions 

and groups There were snock waves from what happened there that could not be 

fully stilled b' the courageous step taken bv the Israeli government in naving a 

serious investi5ation of those actions 

There is one other deep-seated difference ~hich has to be mentioned to fully 

understand how tensions or misunderstandings can arise l.Jhat has and is happening 
, 

to Arabs' and Palestinians' land, homes and lives in the West Baqk is difficult 

for Christians to deal with because we do not see this land in the same religious 
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perspective as some leaders of Israel see it And some Christians who would 

seefTl to agree on religious rights in this area do so tor totallv different reasons 

or understandi~gs than those the Israelis' have 

There is sone amazement and concern in the church community hhich I represent 

·~hen the Jewisn Co'!".nunit~· allies itself in a serious <;..av with these Christians 

on this point •nthout regard to their motives wnicl-i orinc1pallv nave to do with 

conversion, ane witnout taking into account their stances on social issues in our 

soc1et' 

All of these matters are potent1allv tension-producin~ and are therefore is-

sue& and questions which we together need to prooe more rull\ We !'lust seek at 

least unaerstanding if not agreement that nay indeea oe an lI"portant area for 

our future cooperation or oialogue, an area which I now ~ladlv turn to For in 

soite of all tnese th1"gs that can separate us, there are ~an~ wa\s ~e can hor k 

ana nave worked togetner to meet the needs of our common '•Orla 

le can ana ~use increase work for peace with J ustice Our cori.-:i.on spiritual 

ancestor. ~loses, adI"onisned God's people to hear God's ~.ord tnat "I have set 

beiore \OU life and deat~ , blessing and curse, therefore choose life that )OU 

and vour descef"dants May live" That admonition rings down t'1e centuries to us 

today It beco""tes !'lore urgent in a nuclear age where not JUSt some lives but 

hu'Tlan life as a Phole can be destroyea or fearfully altered bv human design So 

as religious peoule we must strive to help our world to become a JUSt world and a 

world where nations learn to live together by talking and negotiating together 

We are a part of a_-Pealthy society where the plight of the poor gets worse 

and malnutrition is on the increase among our children again We: talk of the 

feminization of poverty -because so manv of the poor are elderly women, women 

heads of households and their children Ue need to come together more to discuss 

these issues and the questions of our society's prior1ties of whe:re we spend our 

conunon monies !-!any of these who suffer are part of our faitn grouos but bevond 

that all peoole's suffering is our concern and Justice for all is the call of our 

God . 

We need to think about future cooperation around issues or ouolic education 

.l.n educatea soc1et" is a necessuv in a democracy The disadvantaged need modern 

education rnos t of all for there will be fewer and fewer JOOS for the uns~illed 

ano More and ~ore Jobs that are technological Public education is threatened by 

lack of resources P T ~ 's at rich schools are chipping-in to enhance educa

tional opportunities fo r the children in t hose schools There is more tax monev 

1n the suburbs 1faat happens to tne inner-citv childreri or the children of poor 

ne .ighborhoods? Pe mav be creating a danl$erous class svstel" b' unnoticed design. 
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We !Tlay be creating a group of people who cannot possi.blv eaten UP' enougn ~o 

"make it" in our soci.etv because they have no t had equal educational oooorc ... 1i.-

These are things that should concern us equally ana ~e ~a' •er' ell = ~nd 

wa~s to coooerate to improve this situation 

We snould also be talking about cooperation toward keeping cne eartn and 

the universe 'hi.ch God has created vi.able and al1\e for f~ture generat~~ns To 

do this is to understand the call upon us of t~e ~ords of t~e Juaeo-Chr1st1an 

scriptures which tell us this is God's creation and it is gooa 

We have oeen work.1ng on particular •.:avs of coooerat i '"lg •,1tn ::re .\.- e r ican 

Jew1sn Comnuttee and it is our hope that we can wove ahead raoidl\ on soMe 0£ 

our Plans t~ nave talked of a cooperative program in teac~er education t~e 

outlines of '•hi.ch have alreadv been develooed T~ns ·.:ould t:-<nn St....,aa\ Scnool 

teacners to teacn more effectively about Jews ana Judaism re are 1ook1ng at 

seminary tr21n1ng to~et~er also AJC has alreaa• done a stuc\ aoout 'nae is 

oe1r~ taugnc aoout Christians in Jewish se"1naries ~e are ~oving :o ao sorre 

things SL~ilar in Christi.an seminaries There are man\ wavs in wnich ~e can 

work. together on specific orogramming as ivell as aiscuss1ng ne'" iaeas and 

opoortunities 

One verv hopefu l element in our ability to cooperate in the present ana 

the future is the growth of Interfaith Councils across the country Present lv 

fifty- two of the three hundred local ecumenical councils include Je.s ~s ~e 
~ 

strengthen their efforts -:nth coordinated -programs and rraterials t,e are able to 

be more effective in relationships and Joint wor k on common issue concerns 

I am graceful for the cooperation we have had in large and small ways over 

past years And I am grateful for our continuing relat1onshio won and re- won 

over these ;ears I prav we will find the wav for cooperation and relationsnips 

in larger ways in the future not JUSt for our sakes but because our common . 
religious heritage calls us to "choose life", "let Justice roll dot.n11

, to 

maintain for this world the vision of the peaceable ki ngdom and to ~ark toward 

its goodness for all people 

I I " 
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American Lutheran Church 

Dr. John T. Koenig V Lutheran Church in America (212) 243-5150 
General Theological Seminary 
175 Ninth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10011 

Rabbi Leon Klenicki 
Anti-Defamation League 
823 U.N. Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Rev. Clark Lobenst1ne 
Interfaith Conference of 
Metropolitan. Washington 
1419 V Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

NV Anti-Defamation League 

V Interfaith Conference of 
Metropolitan Washington 

(212) 490-2525 

(202) 234-6300 

Br. William Martyn V Commission on Faith & Order (212) 870-2330 
Graymoor Institute 
475 Riverside Drive Rm. 528 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

Ms. Melanie May 
47 Vassal Lane 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

V Church of the Brethren (617) 491-5880 
(617) 495-5781 

Rev. Michael Meerson Orthodox Church in America (212) 288-7441 
332 East 7lst Street Apt. 5 B 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Rabbi Henry Michelman NV Synagogue Council of America-(212) 686-8670 
Synagogue Council of America 
317, Lexington Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Ms. Martha Miller 
Dutchess Interfaith Council, 
9 Vassar Street 
Poughkeepsie , N.Y. 12601 

David Miron 
Eastern Mennonite Board 
Oak Lane & Brandt Blvd. 
Salonga, Pa. 17538 

V Dutchess Interfaith Council (914) 471-7333 
Inc . 

V Mennonite (717) 898-1141 
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Rev. John Pawl1kowsk1 NV Roman Catholic 
Catholic Theological Union 
5401 s. Cornell Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 60615 

Rev. Max Preilipper 
929 Hartsdale Road 
White Plains, N.Y. 10607 

V Gennan Evangelical Church 

* Rev. Thomas Prinz ~ (Courtesy) 
Lutheran Church in America 
231 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Ms. Viola Purvis 
99 McDougal Street 
New York, N. Y. 10012 

Rev. Jeanne Audrey Powers 
475 Riverside Drive Rm. 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

v 
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American Friends 

United Methodist Church 
and CORLE 

(312) 324-8000 

(914) 683-0952 

(212) 696-6834 

(212) 533-3758 

(212) 870-3800 

Dr. Claire Randall NV National Council of Churches-(212) 870-2141 
475 Riverside Drive Rm. 830 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

Rebb1 A. James Rudin 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

NV American Jewish Committee 
(Courtesy) 

(212) 751-4000 

Dr. Wilham Rusch 
Lutheran Church in America 
231 Madison Avenue 

V Lutheran Church in America (212) 696-6700 
696-6834 

New York, N.Y. 10016 

Rev. Paul Schneirla 
8005 Ridge Blvd. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209 

Rabbi Howard Singer 
Anti Def amat1on League 
823 UN Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

V Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese 

AOL (Courtesy) 

(212) 745-8481 (H) 
238-8008 (0) 

(212) 490-2525 

Rev. George Sheridan 
1018 Pine Avenue 
Union, N.J. 07083 

V Southern Baptist Convention (201) 964-4629 

Mr • G.ideon Shomron (Courtesy) 
3514 International Drive N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Rev. Landrum Shields 
Witherspoon Presbyterian 
5136 N. Michigan Road 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46208 

V United Presbyterian Church 
Church and CORLE 

(202) 364-5584 

(317) 251-2297 
283-1627 
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Rev. Thomas Stewart NV American Friends of Nes Ammim-(716) 884~9437 
Westminister Presbyterian Church 
724 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 14209 

Rev. David Simpson NV 
870 

Director, NCC Office on (212) 870-2560 
475 Riverside Drive Rm. 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

Rabbi Marc Tannebaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Christian Jewish Relations 

(Courtesy) (212) 751-4000 

Rev. George Telford V 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 144 

Presbyterian Church in the USA-(703) 552-2504 
(H) 951-4698 

Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Andrew Vance 
475 Park Avenue South 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

V Greek Orthodox Church & CORLE-(914) 472-0118 
(212) 725-0200 

Rev. William We1ler 
Washington Off ice, Episcopal 
110 Maryland Avenue N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

(Courtesy) 
Church 

(202) 54 7-7300 

* Rev. Charles Wissink V Reformed Church in America (201) 247-5241 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
17 Seminary Place 
New Brunswick, N.J. 08901 

Or. Michael Wyschogrod 
151 West 86th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10024 

NV American Jewish Congress 

Rev. Rastko Trbuhovich 
Couun1ssion on Faith and Order 
475 Riverside Drive Rm. 851 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

(Courtesy) 

(212) 874-1524 

(212) 870-8569 
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A CELEBRATION OF THE JUDAlC ROOT~ or CHRISfIAN F~ITH A~D PRALTirE 
on or near 

THE FEAST OF SJ\UH J',~:[S OF JEP.USALEl~, Orother of the Lord, Jcvnsh Martyr 

Our awareness that Chr1st1an life 1s deeply r0oted 1n lively Juda1sm of 
th~ Second Temple or Inter-Testa~cntal Period cont1nues to qrr.w The olJ. ster
eotyp1cal picture of anc1enl J~daHm as "le<1al 1st1c" y1elds bpfore a rca1izat10n 
of its d1vers1ty and richness The deep debt of early Chr1~t1anlty to Judaism 
become more and more apparent There lS a need for a Day in our l1turg1ca1 calen-
dark to celebrate th1s awareness, and acknO\oJledle our Judaic roots. 

Fortunately, ~o new Oay need be set aside, no non-historical "abstract" 
celebration need t>e created. The ancient coir.remorat10n of the martyrdom of 
James the Just, brother of the Lord Jesus, head of the Church rn Jerusa l cm 
and apparent spok=sman for the "pharisaic" section of the early Ctiurch comes 
rn the fa11 of the year, usual1y after tfje Jewish Hq:;h Holy Days, and rn good 
time to be advertized in t•1e Fall Programs of pari~h und Oioccse. It has 
been the experience of the Jewish-Christian Di~lug Task Force of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Newark, tlew Jersey that a Day of Cele!lrating our Juda1c Poots 
on or near the Feast of Saint James 1s an ldeal ti~~ to 11ft up these concerns. 

Saint Jame~ represents that early Jew1sh-Chr1st1an piety which was over-
whelmed by the forces of later lnstory Ha lS known in the Ne\oJ Testan:ent records 
and in Jew1sh sources as a faithful practitioner of the Torah commandments as 
understood 1n early rabb1n1cal trad1tion, and represents that party which did 
not see a Torah-based way of life and the Grace of God in Christ as incompat ible . 
He, like most other early Jew1sh-Christ1ar.s apparent~y kept the Festivals, 
prayed rn ways very li~e their Pharisaic co-religioni ts ("dn~S'Cmlettmes wtth 
them rn the sa1~e synagogues), and attenced the sacred rites of the Templ~ while 
1t stood. 

James stands as a reniinder of the ".1eep Jewishness of Jesus. his fan11 l y. 
and the early disciples 

The value and integrity of this Jewishness neea rrcla1ming and re-emphasis 
after.many centuries of neglect, not to say deni~rat10n Luth~r's famous comment 
that the ep1stle attributed to Jdmt:s \1as "of straw" is typical of sue.., <len1grdt1on. 
So, too, the labelling of what James 1epresentcd ~s ~legali~tic'' or 'Judaizing" 
by scholars That the Gospel nessage was dest1red to shine beyond the confines 
of one nation is the cor.mon belief of ell Christians and the clear teaching 
of the Scnptures But that tl1e early Je.·1'1'> 1l-Cnristian pifty ,:>ract1ced by 
James was conttary to Grace. or de\01d of the Sp1rit of thr1st is a strange 
cha .. ge to rurl at the blood relat1cn~ ;!1.d c;•>se h1storical compan1ons of the 
Son of Dav l d ' 

Su9gest10ns her~ Jre given for stu.:!v pro9rMs and worsh1p cel1ebrat1ons These 
are des19ned to educat~ Chnst1ans .n tt.l'i: o·,,1"' nentage, not, pr1mar1ly, to 
involve Jews and Chric;tlans in d1alou w~ rC'COn~·cnd that the FPast of the 
Brother of Jesus be used fer Cl1r1sti.in'> t0 ;:>reparc themselves better for 
that much needed d1al09. 

rtay the God who n,H.C<; Coven.mt with u-. blcC\~ ur1d J...eep all hlS peoples' 



SUGGESTIOt/S FOR WORSHIP 0:1 THE lf/IST OF ST J/lt1f-S OF J[f<lJ<;J\! rM 2 
when observed as. a cc.!lt:brat1on of the Judaic Hoot~ of the Christ1an Way 

Worship on th1s day should hP designed to help contcmr or.:iry Cllnst1iins 
remember 11Hh thanks91v1ng the Juric1i\ •1ell~pn nqs of Chnst1an faith, practice, 
ilnd worslnp 

The spirit, and some of ttie stru9turc , or tht• Daily Oft1cc 1s rooted in 
the prayers of the syngagogue, resound mg as they do w1 t•1 pc;a l ms and hymns in 

\':orsh1p of the Cosmic Creator 11110 has entered into intimte relation 111tn humJns 

The Eucharist, of cours e, 1s rooted in the ritual 11.c<lls of Jud1ism tht 
sabbath meal, the "chavurah" meal of spiritual brotr.erl.oods, ar.d ttie ancient 

- passover meal (some1-ihat unlike the rather formal ,edtr of rnea 1 cval structure) 

More importantly, the primory syrrbol s of God, the 110rds of worship U·em
selvcs, are rooted in the revelation 1·nict1 the Ho1y Orie nksr1e to Ins dncient 
people, whose de·scendants continue to i-.or!> lnp the :~an1e made known to the1r 
ancestors. 

In the l'>'Orship of this Day, it \:ould be ~naoorop <1ite a1t1fic2lly to 
"Judaize" either the Euchar1<>t or the 0a'ly Ot• ice Sucl1 .:in atti::m;:it ca~1ly runs 
afoul of anachron1sm (~~ull-cdps, for example, d1d not aot~ar 1n Jewish practice 
unt1l the middle ages), or 1s unintent1011a1ly insens1t1v,e> to tr1c int~gr1":y of 
Judaism as a contrntJ1ri9, living spp·nual forc2 (Sugoe<;t1ons about tht= use 
of elements connected 1flth ' Jew1:;h tradition are given di the end of this outlrne) 

The followrng sw)ge~t10ns havP been des1gr.cd to e1'lnlias1z~ the elcrr.ent5 
in Christian tradition whH.h are rooted 10, ur parallel to, Jew1sh pirty, and 
to g1ve a m:11 expression in prayer 1.o t'ie ne1-1 moment of deepening understanding, 
dialog, and co-operation 1-1h1cn lS da1m111g on the Church of Jesus Ctlnst and 
God's People, the Je~s 

AT THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Euchar1st may be celebrated with the Propers For the Feast as appointed 1n 

the Book of Conman Prayer These propers, ~uite appropri~tely, focus on the 
mrn1stry of James as leader of the early Ct-iu1·rh ana a member o: the fann ly of 
Jesus They do not follow tre themes being suggested 111 this "Judaic roots" 
telebraticn of the Day 

The following Propers \1ould also be appropr1ate 

(Collect) O God, whose pro'111ses st~nd firm 2nd .1hose rr.ercH•s never fail, 
\le thank you for the w1t11ess of yolJl servant, Jam.?s the Ju~t. 
brother of our Loi d, fa l thful son of your Cove11a.it w1 th Abraham. and 
we pray that all who follo11 the 112y of Christ r1ily honor, respect, 
and cherish the hcntage 1~111ch nurtured his ·ninislry, through the 
same Jesus Christ our lord Amen 

lesson· 

Epistle 

Gospel 

Isaiah 49 3-7 (I ~111 give you ls J Light to thn Nat1ons) 

James 2 14-26 (The importance of wor~s exprc~sing our fJ1th) 

Matthrw 5 17-i9 (Torah is .•ot u~ol1shed, but fulf11lcd) 

In place of the Glory be Lo God, the :0110 .... rng .1re t>!:lper1ally appropriJte. 

A Song Of Crcat 1011 (r:lnt l or 12), The 'l0n~ of Lt!ch1r1Jh (Cant 4 or 1:'), 
The Song of the :~l'dl'' "'rl {l 'nt l'.J) , Tr." <:unrJ of noses ~CJnt 8} 

An Inter<"cssnry Pi 1yPr .;nrc1~11y li'lll'flt'~t"'d for the 0cc...1<:.1on (~P~ !Jelo~" for 
d poss1ll]e i•::i1m) 

LOnt rnueJ 



1 - Worsh1p for St James of Jerusalem Celebration 

* Prayers of the People spec1ally su1ted to t~e 0ccas1on (see below for 
a possible form) 

* Eucharist1c Prayer B (v1hicn contains and t hank•g1ving for Israel) 
or 

Euchar1stic Pruyer D (whose ful sc~~ adorJl1on rcnoes scM0 sections of the 
synagogue prayers) 

*The Aaronic Blessir.g (P B p 114) 

Th~ D_aily 9ff1ce 

!:!o_:n1ng Praver beginning with the Versicle and Response, "O Lord, open." 

w1th the full Venite (Psalm 95) 
many Psalms, including 122. 124,135, 147 

Reading,s, as sugs;estcd for the Eucn.:irist 
The Sq_nq of Creation fol10\nng the First Lesson 
The Te Oeum or Sor.q of Z~cnH·1r11J follow1ng thP Second lesson 

the Creed and Prayers as usual. 
w1th a special Intercession for the Oily (see beloi'I fat a possible form} 

I.be Order for E_venrna, 
with the third Short Lesson, 

third Pr~yer for Light Qr the Easter Pr9yer for L19nt 
Phos Hilarion ~ 
Psaltery, as above for Morning Pruyer 

\,, 1 .. 

Bible Readings, as for the Eucharist 
The Maan1f1cat er Sona of Zec~ar1ah 
Prayers of the Day (see celm1 torsu1table fonn) concluding with 

the Lcrd's Prayer 
The Aaron1c Blessing {P B p 114) 

3 

/' I 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE SPEC1A(-INTEPCESS ION FOR S"r JAr1ES OF JEctUSti.UM CELEBRO.TION 7 I - -

Ble~sed are You, Creator~f a11 the ends of the earth, Life of all humankind, 
Light of the nations, ,wno has called Abrcr.'a.n and hi~ descendants to · be your 
people, and who nas raised up froM amongeill the nilt1ons a people gathered 
from every tribe a~d tongue to srng YJt.r praises' I 

WE ARE YOUR ;rorLE. Arm THE SHEEP OF fOUR PASTUR[ 

Praise and glor{ are Yours, most ~~h God , awesome Go{ Maste1· of all the llvrng, 
whose ways ar( ways of 1 ave' Th~~~h l!osPs and the;..Prophets you taught your 
ancient peop)e, and rn lo·,e yoty'1sustarn thein st111 1 without fail Through the 
faith and qbed1ence of your s9rvant Abraham all t?e famil1es of the earth have 
been bles~ed And from c.rnonr then you hdv£ ra1s~Q up your Servant Jesus, through 
whom xwe hav?. been cal lcd ntJdr to your ways anld ~nade to share 1n the graciousness 
of your love I -

0 IS LIKE YOU AllOtJ THF GODS Tt!~T /\RC \/ORSHIPPED, 0 LORD, 

/
AWE<;Qr!E TN SPLDlDOR', ~A JFS fIC 1N HGL HlESc;, TENDER W- LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS' 

I I 
I 

¥0~~-~e~d-an~-yo~P-pFOrn 1 ses-a~e-T~~eYu;akl~--

¥e~-Ha i;e- ~ E v~a tet4-)'t)Ut'- l"+IJH Ee•, J"J-l cm- f f3't'-a t t-H JIH~ll k -t rhJ 



PRAYERS OF THE P!:OPLE for the Celebration of our Judaic Roots FORM A 

Blessed are You, Creator of all the nations of the \:orld, Shepherd of Israel. 
Father of our Lord Jesus. who has called Abraham and hi~ descendants to be 
your People, and ~1ho has cal led fr0m a1PE:1Hf:l aH-Aat:nms-a-17eef'te all the endc; 
of the earth a people from every tribe and tongue to sing your praises 

BLESSED ARE YOU, WHO HAS rlAOE OF ONE BLOOD ALL PEOPLES 

4 I 

Pra1se and glory to )au, most High Gcd , awesom~ God, Master of all the 11v1ng, 
whose ways are ways of love Through Moses and the prophets you taught your 
ancient people Israel, and rn love you sustain them :st11l, without fail From 
arnong them yoJ have raised up your Servant JesJs , through \'1hom \vC have been 
callcJ ~ear to you, and made to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
11 g'ht. 

WHO IS LIKE YOU, 0 LOPO, flllONG THE GODS Tl-fAT ARE ilOPSHIPPED? 
AWESm·1E rn SPLE:moR • t~AJLSif Ic rn HOL rnEss • TOWER IN LOVE A'lD FAITHFUU~Ess' 

Schooled by your Torah, taught by the \Iara through the prophets, and led into 
all truth by your ever-living Spirit, the ~essengers of Your Christ labored 
patiently to plant in every nation a co·1•mun1ty obedient to your \llll, alive 
with your life, and open to your challenge. 

0 LICHT WHO EllLIGHTENS EVERYmlE COMING 1NTO THE ~~ORLD, 
ENLIGHTEN US A~D LEAD US STILL. 

In sorro~ we remember the dark hostility of our past, the warfare and struggle 
between faithful Jew and Christian We turn away from the da r k heritagp of 
misunderstanding and murder, denigration and defamation wh1ch has marred our 
witness to your love. 

ARE WE NOT BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AND ARE YOU NOT THE ORIGIN OF BOfH? 

We praise you for the new opportunities which You a~e creating fqr Jew and 
Chr istian ln our day to l ive and learn and serve side by side Strengthen 
us in this day to \'ntness to ,;·our Oneness , to stand against the idolatry which 
twists and destroys ycur children, and to endure patiently in firm expectat1on 
of yo~r promised Kingdom 

FOR THE KINGDOM, THE PO\~LR. t\ND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, 
SHIELD OF ABRAHA:I, HOPE OF SAR~H. WORD OF THE PROPHETS, 
GRACE AND LIGHT OF THE LORD JESUS, LI FE OF THE FAITHFUL. 
NOW AND FOREVER Al im 



E1nscopal Diocese of tlewark 
Ecumenica l COr"'ITlViS1on 
Jcw1sh-Chr1st1an 01alog Tasr Force 

PRAYERS OF THE PFOPLE for t he Celebrat1on of our Juda1c Roots FORM B 

(for use rn the Eucharist. or as Int~rccsc:1ons rn the Daily Office) 

0 Creator of all the nations of the \vOrld , ~1ho calls all humanity to 
the 1vorship of your Name, 

BLESS~D ARE YOU, WHO CREATED US IN THE It~GE OF YOUR ONENESS 

0 God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rcbeccah. Jacob, Leah. and Rachel, 
i,.1ho led yor1r peorle of old toHard the land of pro11nse. 

BLESSED Af?E ) OU, GIVI:iG YOUR PEOP~E TliE GI FT OF NEW LI FE 

0 L l ving l~ord of tlie Prophets. made flesh amona us that we may share 
the prc.n1se of tt.e Holy ~p1nt, J 

BLE'.:.SED ARE YOU. EVER RE~:Eh'rnG YOL:R COVEHAJH LOVE 

t1o~t Hi gh God, a't.esome God, Master of all the living. 1ve stand in a1ve of 
your work among the nat10ns of the world, 

~E THANK YOU FO~ PLANTING YOUR MICIEfff PEOPLE AT TllE CCNTER oc TllE NATIOilS 

Shield of Abraham, faithful Sav1or of Israel, we reJoice in the cont1nuing 
11fe and witness of the1r 4escenaants, sons and dJughters of the ro~enant, 

WE THArtK YOU FOR ABIOiflG \HTH YOUR PEOPLE TH~OUGH ALL AGES 

Pat1e11t Shepherd, JUSt and f"'lerciful King, \'le marvel at the gathenng of 
a great people from all'Ong all nations, called fro~ dctr~ness to l 1ght by 
the Word proclai~ed and e~bodied ln Jesus. your Beloved, 

WE THANK YOU FOR SHEDDWG YOUR LIGHT TO THE ENOS OF THE EARTH 

For the nurture of our Lord and his apostles in the rlch heritage of 
Israef, and their schooling in the light of the Torah, 

WE SLESS YOU Alm THANK YOU, 0 LORD 

For the revelation of your Oneness, the v1s1on of the K1ngdom1 the hope 
of the resurrection, the centrJllty of community, and a11 other truths 
\vh1ch Lome to us from our Jewish roots, 

WE BLESS YOU AND THANK YOU, 0 LOPD. 

ror the early conn1un1ty of Christ in Jerusalem, praying at the Temple, 
celebratinq ttie Festivals, walkinq 111 the Huy of the Torah, and ant1c1pating 
t he revelation from on high of r1t?ss1ah rn dll h1s glory, 

WE BLESS YOU A~O THANK YOU, 0 LORD 

For truths He have y~t to leJrn t ram your rcvPlat1on to Israel, and 
treasu1C'S \1C have yet to rccc11e trrra the i>coplc of Isra(>l todJy, 

WE BLESS YOU AND THAr~K YOU, 0 LC1~0 

continued 

5 



P r.:iyers of Lhc f'eop le 
at a Celcbr~t1on of our Judaic roots - p 2 

That "'t may learn ant:"' \.110 J~$US wus Jr1on9 Ins people, 
WE ASK YOU TO TEACH US, LIVI~G GOD 

FORrl 13 

That we may learn afresh the ~ean1ng of Torah and Prophets for our lives, 

WE ASK YOU TO TEACH !JS, LIVI!IG GOD 

ThJt we May learn again the solidarity you in~end between the 
descendants of Abraham and the disciple~ of Christ, 

~ WE ASK YOU TO TEACH US, LIV WG GOD 

That we may turn away from dark preJudices of our past, 
( 

WE ASK YOU TO TEACH US , LIVING GOD 

For all the hate-filled, and bloody clashes between Jew and Christian, 
FORGI 1/E US, llEPCif"UL m4E 

For teach1ng that you have abandoned ycur anc1e~t people to dannat1on, 

FORGIVE YOUR CHURCH, MERCIFUL O~E 

For marring Chr1st~as and Easter wilh sennons, persecutions, and riots 
directed against your own children, 

FORGIVE YOUR CHURCH, MERCIFUL ONE. 

For creating stereotypes of Jewish leoa11sm, pharisaic hypocrisy, and 
Hebrew craft1:ness,rn contrad1ct10n to Srriptu1·e and ignorJnce of reality, 

FORGIVE YOUR CHUQCH, ~ERCIFUL ONE 

For the contirnuing in3bil1ty to receive all your children rn love, whenver 
1t occurs, 

fORGIVE US, MERCIFUL ONE 

ReJoic1ng ln the power of the patr1archs, the cleans1ng word of the prophets, 
the strength of the wisdom teachers, the couruge of tt1e aoostles, the 
devotion of the rabbis, the ~xcellence of the martyrs, and the v1talily of 
thf' great irt1l11tude of believers rn all aije5, Let us comll'end ourselves, and 
dll our life, to God thro~gh Chr1st our Lord, 

TO YOU, 0 LORD OUR GOO 

For the Kingdom, the Po1,.rr, and th~ Glory arc Yours Alone, 
and to you all nations shJll tome, 
O hope of a 11 the ends of the earth 

AMEN. 



• " 7 

A NOTE ABOUT THE USE Of JEWISH PRAYERS AND CUSTOMS I" CllRISTIAN SERVICES 

n,e rntcnt1on of thc,e sug'.)estions is to !~o r .o r the rntcgnty of t\10 gr<?at 
faith-tradit ions , both of wnch hu"e orO\rn ~tronq by absorbinq elements from 
tt1e1 r ~urroundrng cul turrs, and turning them to the pra 1 se of the Cne Holy Li fc 
wh1ch is revealed as Sup1e~e Lord 

It is irnµoss1ble to draw a hard -and fa~t line bet\:ecn wllat is 11 Jewish" and 
wt.at is "Chr1stian" ',1 11orship content and custor1 Christ1.:in1ty is flllcd wi ·h 
elements Judaic in origin the "Old Testament", t/'l~ Psalms in worship, all the 
fundamental lmages of God, the use of bread and Hine and S<lcred Storytell rng 
in the Sacranent of the Eucharist. Hater baptism, etc Juda1srn has. also absor:)ed 
ele~ents Christian 1n origin aur1ng its 2000 year soJourn 1n Chr1st1an c1v1l1z1t1on 
Tile nature of this absorot1on is a hotly debated c,ne, but it 1s certainly clea1· 
that in contemporary Juda1~m (especially tr.e Pefo rm Movc111ent) the role of the 
rubb1 as a ~rnd of pastor, the corr:non oesign of ·.1orship spaces, the use of choir 
and organ, the presence of liturgical vest~ents, etc are qu1te del lberately d ·awn 
from the surrounding culture 

Therefore it .,.IOuld be d1ff1cult in the c>..trcrre suddenly to insist that 
rihatever 1s currently in use arrong C'1r1st1ans in p1·ayer or cere'Tlony, and cui-re11t1y 
rn use among Jews shoula never, never, be ut1lizcd by the other community 
Whatever can be used with respect l n its origin (1 e • without claim to ta~e over 
\o1hdt rn1ght be the sacred treasure of tre other), and 1-11thout aggrandizinglt' to
one's o..m lraa1t1on in a way that does viole~c~ to the original night at least 
be cons1dered. 

For example, there are many 1nsp1r1ng synagogu2 prayers that can be prayed 
with great s1ncer1ty by Christians, who are accustomed to prJy1ng to the Goa of 
Abraham, Isaac. and Jdcob Many Chri<>t1ans noH use such prayers in their own de-
votions. But, if ever used in a Christian service, the text of the prayer shou1d 
be reverently altered to make clear that we are not clainnng to be Israel, or the 
~escerdants of Abr~ham in such a way that the h1stor1cal Israel is disenfranchised 
f g. At Nes liJm11m, the Christ1an Kibbutz north of Haifa, the prayer for 11ght1:1g 
the Sabbath candles is altered appropriately for Christians "Blessed are you, 
lord our God. King of the Universe, \1ho has called Israel near to you by 91vin9 
her comrr.a11dr.ien ts, con~11andcd the 1 i ght mg of the Sabbath cJnd 1 es, which we. rn 
fellowsh1p with your anc1@nt people, now do '' Such a text honors the continuing 
relat1ons'1ip of God with tlie Je.,.nsh oeople , 11h1ch Scnpture says \1111 not ~e .~evoked, 
and 11 pos1t10ns 11 Chnstiars in relationship to the item rn Jewish trud1t1on berng 
UC\Cd. 

If such alterat1ons in Jew1sh texts arc ever used, the l1turgists should 
be aware that, to many segments of t he Je1.,ish co.rnnun1ty~ ~use of Jew1sh sources 
br1ngs into mind the dar~est segrrent~ of Chr1st1Jn history, w•th the theoiog1cal 
cla 1'Tl that thP Jews have been cast off and that Christians are the heirs of all 
that once belonged to anc1ent Israel, 1nclud1n1 the Ho ly Lund 

The use of th2 out\1ard s1gris of Jew1sh wo1sh1p---prayer shawls. s~ull caps, 
etc ----seems to serve 11ttle useful purpose Israel is comman~icd 111 'r':ritten ~ind 
oral law to use certain items 11re thP phylacteries in prJyer Christians Jre uw1cr 
r.o '""UC h CO"mJrd, and 1vh i le thPre is 11othrng to forbid the adoption of such cu~to;Tic;, 
the ronnection of thc~e with tr.e der~ic ... t level~ of Jewish sp1ritual1ty makes t nP 
u!;e of thc:n 10 riost rn~tances qucst1cnable 

In sp1te of ~he ncPd for thc$e "'nsit1v1ti~s. we encoura<)r Chri-;tia.l<:. to 
become 1fio re ta1111l1.1r .,.., tli Jn1.,1~h l 1 Lui l.J 1C.ll Iler i tage, and to .:il low till~ 11c.h 
sp1ritual1ty to expand Jnd enrich our awJrcncss of God 



PROPt1Sf,L roR ADULT £DUCA TI Ot/ PrOJEL TS FOR me CELEBRATION OF 
ST. JAMES or JERUSALEM DAY 

• 
8 

The follo~1ng 11st of suggested top1cs ,~offered as suggestive of a broad range 
of lssues winch ringt1t be helpful to a congregation in seeking to deepen 1ts 
awareness ot the Jew1sh roots of the Chn~t1cln ta1th It 1s by no means exhaust1ve 
The format for these d1scuss 10ns can be quite flexible depending upon the setting 
and the resource~ ava1lable Each lends 1tself to lecture or lecture/d1scuss1on 
settings, panel d~scuss1ons or small group formats. 

1 REVISWG THE ll~:iGE OF JE\/S MW JUOAIS'~ rn o:RISTI/W EDUCATION 
A short dt~cu'"r;1on of wnat fhe image or Jews and Juaai~m has been througrout 
Chr1st1an l11story should lead to a re-evaluct1on of the many ant1-Juda1c 
ele~ents w1tnin the churches ' teaching abou1 Juda1sm and the Je11ish people. 
tlany of the cllurches' curr 1culum r.:ater1als, even on an elementary level, need 
careful re-exdm1nat1on to r1rl them of false ldeas, stereotypes and lnadequate 
thcolog1cal assu~ot1ons 

H~loful Re$ources 
Cutecn2t1cs .1 n1 P-re,ud1ce, John P:iwlil--ows ki (Pauhst Press) 
"Juda1sm rn Crrist1an Education t. L1turgy," iluschd1t:. Beornnrna of a r1e·>1 

£ra, Eva Fle1schner. 

2. _RE-EVAt UArn;G TfJE :>UJ\.Rrcr:-s 

Th1s to~nc has rn11ny level~ of poss1b1l 1ty for d1scuss1on as a result of the 
rene11ed and rnten~fve scholarship civa1lable Clbout the period of 111story surround
ing the growth of the New Testament canon This scholarsh1p place~ the texts 
of Sc~1pture in a new context when dT~cuss1~g the Phar1see~ and thc1r re1at1onsh i 
w1th Jesus. 

ror D1scussrnn 
Phar1:;ecs teach? 

Who were the Pharisees? Ila$ Jesus a Phari:ee 7 What d1d the 
Were the Pnar1 sees portrayed accurately 1 n the NeH Testar .. cnt? 

Helpful Resources 
From Politics to Piety· The Erner ence of Phar1sa 1c Juda1sM, Jacob Neu~nPr 

Prentice-Hall, E'l~le11ooa Cl1ffs, il J 197 
F1rst Centurv Judaism in Cr 1~1s (Abingdon Press, Nashv1lle, Tenn ) 1975 
Juda1sn and Lhr1st1an ~ea1nn1n os, Sa~uel Sandmel (Oxford Un1v Press, N Y.} 1978 
A Hidden Revo lt.n:1cn, El11s R1vl-in (Abingdon Press, lla~hv1lle, Tenn) 1978. 
"Two P1ctures ot t he Pharisries Ph1losopnical C1rcle or Eating C1ub," 

Jaccb Neusner and "Changing Chr1st1an Images of the Pharisees," Ph1l1p 
Culbertson, Angl1can Theological Re1vew, Vol 64(0ctober 1982), pp 525-61. 

3. JESUS AS A PRACTICING JEW 
As 1ncrealble as tt m1ght seem, the history of the church has been one of 
1gnor1ng this vital fact Jesus was a practicing Jew A dtsCU$S&on wh1ch 
explores th1s fact would be very helpful 1n open1ng many in the church to a 
more compl ete understanding of Chr1st1an roots Conte1npcrary scholdrsti1p is 
presentlf engaged in an 1ntens1ve d1scussion concerning out· ~nowledgc of the 
l1fe, times and rel1g1ous at~osphere in wn1ch Jesus grew up and 1n wh1rh he 
d1d his ministry. 
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For Discussion To what extent 1s Jesus' teuclnng fa1thful to the Judaism 
of h1s d.iy? 1fhat elrrncnts, 1f a11y, arc therf' w1thrn the body of Jesus' 
teaching wh1c11 are at odds with hts Jew1sh t))ckground 7 Whit .. exts of scripture 
(scenes, stories, say1ngs, etc ) are helpful 1n elucidating Jesus' Jewish~ess' 

liPlpful Resources 
"Jesus and thl? First Church· J\t Hon'e rn J..idaic.,11" rn Je>ws and Christians rn 

01alooue, John Koenrng (Westmrnster Press. f'1111adelph1d} 1979. 
Jesus the Jew. Goza Vermes (Fortress Press, Ph1ladelphia) 1973 
The rna1 and C'eatl-i of J~sus, Halm Cohn (KTAV Publ1shrnq, flew York) 1977. 
"Rabb1 Jesus A Rev1s10n1st V1ew" in Has God R_c 1ected H1s People 7 , Clark 

M. Williamson (Abingdon Press, ttashv1lle) 1982. 
Th1s Hebrew Lord, John S. Spong (Seabury Press, New York) 1974. 

4. RE-EVALU~THIG PAUL cm;'JERSIOil OR APOSTOLIC rusc;rori 
One of the most widely d1sc1..~sed issue<; in tile early history of the church is 
the role that Paul. the apostle to the gentiles. played in the developn1ent of 
a d1stinct1vely new "rel lg10n " 

For Oiscus~1cn· What happened to Paul on that road to Damascus. a call to 
ministry or a convers10n? Does Paul abandon r11s Jew1sh backgTound and 111troduce 
a new "rel191on•? What is the rcldt1onship betw~en Paul and h1s theological 
outlook and that of Jesus and h1s teach1ng 7 

Helpful Resources· 
Paul A.11ong .;e11s and Gentiles, Kr1ster Stendahl (Fortress Press, Ph1ladelph1a) 197, 
The Genius of Paul, Sa~uel Sandmel (Schocken Press, New York) 1970. 
Paul and Pal~st1n1an Juda1sm, E P. Sanders (Fortress Press. Philadelpnia) 1977. 
"Paul the Convert? Or Pau1 the Apcstle'" in Has God ReJected His Peoolp? 

(Abingdon Press, Nashv1lle) 1982. 
From Jesus to Paul, JQseph Klausner (r1enorah Pubh shrng, New York) 1943. 

5. JEWISH ROOTS OF CHRISTIAN LITURGY 
fluch w1th1n tne C~r1st1dn 11turg1cal trad1t1on can be traced d1rectly or 
1ndirectly back to the Jewish 11turg1cdl trad1t1on. D1scussibn of th1s topic 
m1~ht well be augme~ted w1th the expcr1ence of v1s1t1ng a synagogue for worsh1p 
and seeing first-hand its s1m1lar1t1es to Christian conte~porary practice. 

For Discussion Comparing the var1ou~ elements w1th1n each worship tradition. 
The nature of var1ous fest1vals in Jud=ism and their relat1onship to Christian 
trad1t1on and pract1ce An evaluation of the underg1rd1ng of Chr1st1an 
sacramental theology in Jew1sh 11fe and practice. 

Helpful Resources· 
Jewish Worship. Abraham M1lgram (The Jewish Publlcat10ns Society of Amer1ca, 

Ph1ladelµh1J) 1971 
Early Christian Experience, Gunter Uo rnl<.arrm (llarper and Row, New York) 1969. 
Judaism ana Chr1st1Jr 8rq1nn i nos , Samuel S~ndmel (Oxford Un1v Press, New 

York) 1973. 
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6. JEWISH .f\POLC/\LYPTIC NIO C11RISTrMl CSCllATOLOGY 

7. 

It Ila~ been sa1d tilat both Cllr1~t1anlty und Judaism arc rel1910ns of rope 
Th1s top1c h'Ould scr:k to explore the devrlopnent of ,Je~11sh apot.ahptic as 
a proclamation of fa1th in Cod's power over the future and her bel1ef 1n 
ult1mate redemption Further. the top1c explores how Jesus• l1fe. death 
and resurrection experience carr1ed that fa1th on. 

For D1scuss1on At the appearing of Jesus ln that time Jnd place. what 
were the hopes and expectations of the Jew1sh people' WhJt does the Chr1st1an 
procL1mat10n of the resurrect1on mean in the context of Jesus 1 contemporaries? 
What is the cortemporary Je~1sh understanding of the God of the future and 
how doe~ this relate to a Chr1st1an perspective? Is there a common ground 
for hope that can be drawn from the two trad1t1ons? 

Helpful P~~ources 
Canilc:inlte 11vtn c"la rebrew En1c, FM C1·oss (Harvard U Press, Cambr1dge) 1973. 
IF.eOd;.,n or t'\coca 1 11 iH1c, Paul J Hanson (Fortress Press, Ph1ladelph1a ) 19/5 
Jesus an:J the LiH1a-ic>c"' of the !,_ inodori, "orr1an Perrin (Fortress Press• Ph11 adel ph1J 
-,-~ 
The r~ess1an1c Idcq rn Jucta1s1, Geshon Sholcm 
The llrt!1od ,an~ t'esc;a \'e_ at Je·t'lSh ADocal vpt1c, D.S. Russell (\~estm1115ter Press)1976 

OUR CC1'-;•0'l VISIO'l OF nir tlESSrnt:rc AGE 
Th15 top1~ prov1des a sequel to thi p~ev1ous one and asks the quest1on: what 
does 1t li1ean to l1ve rn hope and eYpect11t10n. For Jews, l1vrng rn hof.e and 
CYpectat1on neans being faithful to Torah. Chr1st1ans place their emphas1s 
on the person of Jesus. Th1s top1c sePks to explore the s1;mlar1t1es and the 
dlfferenc~s between these two v1s1ons wh1ch tradltional theology calls "the 
Kingdom of God." 

For Di~cuss1on For Chr1st1ans, what 1s 1t that we are po1nt1ng to when the 
phrase Jr...rngdom of God 1s used? What does the ''mes!:1an1c age" meJn for Jews? 
How are the v1s1ons s1m1lar and how different? How does Jesus "fulfill not 
destroy~ the Torah? 

Hel~ful ~esources· 
,Jesus an'I the Lanol1Jce of the ~1~om, Norrian Perrin (Fortress Press, Ph1 la.) 1976 
"The H1s<>10n or bra~l A Theolog1co-H ustorical Analys1s. " M.:irtrn Cohen in 

Chr1sl1an H1ss1on-Jerl1sh M1ss1on, ed by Mart1n A. Cohen & Helga Croner 
(Paul1$t Press, Uew York) 1~82. 

8. THE I IFE' AND FAITH OF f.f\RLY ,JE\.IISY Cl'RISTiliNS 
The early cnurcn ~as one 1n ~h1ch Jewish Chr1st1ans and gentile Chr1st1ans 
l lY e d ta g Pt. her 1 n an rn c re a s in q 1 y u n ea s y t P n t 10 n Pa u 1 ' s rn 1 s s 10 n cl r y wo r k 
and the ri5e of the gent1le church 1n the d1a~pora eventually broug~t about 
a gent11e maJor1ty ~..il the time 01" Co;istantrne .... 'dlli! .to many factors, al~ost 
all remnants of Je1-11sh rnfluen<.e had been w1ped away. This tornc ':..eeks to 
explore just what that group of Chr1st1ans ~eld to 1n faith and practice 
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For Discussion What did the Jc~ish Cnr1stian community believe and how 
d1d tney l1ve, What happenrd th~t they disappeared as a viable cowmun1ty 
w1tl11n the church' WhJt Jre sc;-r-r.! of lhc i111pl icat10ns of the d1sappear<.1nce 
of Jew1sh Chr1-:tian1ty for Christian tlcology dlld h1story? 

Helnful Re~ources 

11 

Je.1Jsft Ci.ristiunit•t, l!ans-Joach1m Schoeps (Fortress Press, Ph1ladelph1a) 1969. 
Judaic;m a.nd Cll"·1st1an ee91nningc;. Sami.Jel Sand,nel (Oxford Un1v Press, New York) 

1978. 

9 JEWISY ROOTS oc Cll0 ISTIA1~ SOC!flL JUSTICE 
Chr1 st i an -11 f e ~ettli cal t-eact11 nqS11nd the1 r roots aeep w1 thin the Jew1 sh 
prophetic consc1ousness This topic see~s to explore those roots 1n the 
trad1t1on Th~ough th1s d1scuss;on, a rene~ea apprec1ation of this vital 
area of potential cooperation might be engendered. 

For D1scussion What are the different roots of Christian ethical tcach1ng, 
1n Judaism and other sources? How are the maJor prophetic concerns carr1~d 
on in Chr1s.t1a11ty, 14hat are some of the 1r.•pl1cat10ns for contempor1.1ry Jew1sh/ 
Chr1st1an coop~ration on proJecls of social action of this study? 

Helofyl R~sources· 
"Social Justic.:? trom the Prophct1c Point of V1et.1, 11 Part I in The Future of 

Jew1sn Christian Pelat1ons. ed. by Dr Xor~a H. Thompson & Rabbi Bruce K. Cole 
(Chnracter Researcn Press, Schenectady) 1982. 

10. THE OLD TEST.A11€:tiT FOR CHRISTIANS 
The church has a-4'l'1ays afflrmed that the Hebrew scr1ptures a.re author1tdt1Ve 
for its life. However. 1n practice trad1t1ona1 Chr1st1ans have d1v1ded the 
Canon into two unequai parts. In recent scholarship the historical-crit1cal 
methodology has begun to show us the underlying unity of the two testaments 
wh1ch witness to the One God wno constantly reaffirms the one covenant 
with humanlt.1. Th1s top1c seeks to give a new apprec1at1on for the unity of 
scripture. 

For Discussion \.Jhdt are the rnaJur underlying themes 11h1ch tt·anscend old 
an~ new testa~ents' How do both Old and hrw Testaments affirm the same God' 
H~"' 1s the life and rnnistry of Jesus a reaff1rmat1on of God's love for his 
people Israel' 

He1 oful ocsource~ 

lf11ll1cal '...~.ia1es- l!cetrno Ground of Je"'s und Christians, Lawrence Breiadt, 
ed by rlel~a L1oner & Leon ~1enick1 (Paul1~t Press, New York) 1980. 

Has G_o.9 fc l etted Hic:; rccrile, Clat~e W1llH111.;0n (Abrngdon Press, Nashv1lle) 1~82. 
T11c S;icred f)ooi...s of t~e Je1.,is , 11.irry Gersh (Stein and Day, New York) 1968. 
~cr1otu1e 1n t~e Jew1sh ard Chr1st1an Tr~d1tions Authority, IntcrprPt~tion 

and Relevance. t:d. by rreder1c~-[. Greenc:;-pan (J\hrngdoii Press, Na~hv1lle) 1902. 
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PROrO~/\l FOR CHILD~rn' s EDUCri TIONf L rno.1cc1 s_ 

A FI~!() TPIP TO f1 svr:Ar:OGUE Loral synilC)O<JU~5 JrC: U$ 1.J<1lly more th.in htirpy to 
arr 1n<jl- ~ur-c.nd L.il ~ about \1ha t a Syll.ll]OJUe Vi and hm1 1 t fun ct 10ns in 

Judaism. It n1qht also be ross1blc to arrang~ for attendance at a Shabbat 
\-1orsli1p 5~rv1c(' and to h:ive son.: instruction on Jc1-nsh 11orsh1p after the 
serv1cc Fol lo•·nn<J the fH~ld tr1p, lt 1.,.ould 'Je hcl pful to then have a ses~1on 
w1th tt.~ ch1ldrcn usrn9 the ~ook ot Con11non Prayer to show the grcut si m1l.1r1t1es 
between our Morn1ng Prayer worsh1p and syn<1g0gue hOrsh1p There should be ample 
oppo1tun1t1es qiven to show the Jewish roots of Chr1st1an worship practices. 

BUILD A TDiPLE OF JESUS' DAY IN J~nus;,L~t \ T,115 potentlally fun .:ind rnfor11at1ve 
proJeLt CC\O afio-::1° for <1 grc:atcfea1Qtfeach111g 00 tf1e 11 fe and tmes ln YlhlCh 
Jesus lived an:! pract1ced hls r.11n1stry. Th~r<! ure vuriously detJrled models of 
the Jerusalem Te~ple co~merc1ally ava1lable ~1th can Ge assembled HJps, sl1de 
presentat1ons and other visual a1ds are reJd1ly available to con1plete thls p1cturc 
of Jewish worst11p and l1fe rn J=sus' ture. E11phas1s is on the Jew1!>hness of Jesus 

0~1,:l>'HIC PRES_EilT1'\TIOilS OF sc~:lES FRDr! J[\/ISH HISfOP(: 
if'oss1ble scenes ni9.-1t 1ncluae:--lhe e.,<uaus 1r1Jm l:.gypt, The ex1le, EltJc1h and the 
prophets of Ba'al, The Maccab.:an struggle il9clinSl foret')n dornrnJt1or. celetir~ted 
1n the festival of Hannukah, The story of Esther celebrated 1n the fest1val of 
Purim, The destruct10n of the Temple and the story of 11.lsada. the wort.:. of the> 
;prophets. Tins 1s cnly a part1al l1st10g of the many \1h1ch lillght, with a bit 
of 1magrnat1on be ~ransformed rnto a ~19hly effect1Je tool for tl'achrng th~ htsto1 
of Israel's fa1tnfulness to her One God and for the freedom to worsn1p wrtho~t 
foreign ~om1nat1on. 

VInl THE l!O'/IE "The D1arv of /\nne Fr.~rnlr" A~W D[Sll!SS Espec1ully su1table for 
ol~er"C111ldren, thl5 oowerrul-rmv1eand oD<>n th'= \thole topic of a11t1-sc;;nt1Sm 
c'1d the hlstoric relat10nsn1p b.;t11een Christ1.:in5 .1ncl . J ~\J'> ro;:nrs :;urrou.1c!rn<J 
tne 1ssue of tne holocaust need spectdl attent101 and careful p.-c'pnrat10n f:i•Jt 
are very important to d com~lete understand1ng of a rev1s~d pe-~p?ct1ve on Jews 
and Juda1sm for iill C:11•.::t1a'ls. 

Another h1ghlJ effc:ct1ve forMat ls that of rnter-rel1g1ous dialogue drawing 
from members of the Je1~1sh rc11mun1ty to :-;hire in il srnglf or perrl!ps a series 
of open d1sci..ss1ons Th1s part1cular style needs a great deal cf :Jioughtful 
pr~parat1on and an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect in ~hich to be 
efrect1ve. Interwrel1g1ous dialogue can be totally in~ppropr1ate 1 f the context 
of that dinlogue does not meet the real conte .... t of JCl'llSh 11fe a::. l.Joth a llVrng 
relig10n as well as a vitdl hwnan commumty 1oJ1th Tts own l11c;tory and contempoi·ary 
1ssues. The reader is rcferrPd to an important art1cl0 by Eugene Fisher and 
Rabbi Leon Klen1c!r1 ent1tled "Preparing fer Chnst1an-Je\nsh DllllO:}JC" 
(PACE 12, St Mary's Press, \./111ona, tlrnnn) for an excellent d1scuss10n of 
the issues 1nvolved 
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OTHER SUGGCSTJO~S PrnJects for su~ta1ned cooperation, dlalogu~ and action 
between Jews i.C.1lr1st1ans 

a. Jew1sh and Chr1st1an perspectives on <mrld peace and nuclear pol1cy 
b. Racial and social Just1ce issues from d Jewish and fhr1st1an perspective. 
c Bio-medical ethics and IT'ed1cal tectinology 
d. Human Rights issues ~round the hOrld. 

OTHER RESOUPCF s 'WT r~E;nrn·1::0 ~WVE 
b1alogue In ~carer or Je:1sn - ~nr1st1~r U~Jerstdnd1nQ, John S. Spong, 
lSedoury Pri:..SS. :iew Ycrk J l 97"J 
Introduction to the rir- 0 1 Tcstamerit Vol I Hic;torv, Culture and Relicnon 

of the Hellrn·c;t1.: 1c:2, neliout tocs1.t:::r (Fortr(:ssPm~. Piillaaelph1a) 1932. 
Introauct. 1 on ro tn~ U!:; -1 Tes~a;ient V0 l II lll'>tor·1 and l_1 t~ratu1 e of F.a.!:..!..l. 

Chr1st1an1t\, Ib1a. 
S10a1 -ana LaJ".7",1r·1 A ::?£?Lrno of T1"0 Pr·oole , Jo.in T Pawldo'1'1sk1 (Benziger 

Press, Ueverly lnllsJ J'J76 

Films and publ1cJt1ons are also available throu~~ the Ant1-Def~Mdt1on league 
of l3 1 na1 B: 1 r1th. 823 Un1tcd ~lat1ors ?laza. ~le°"' Yorr, New (ark 1:1017 llrite 
for ca ta l 09ue. 
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PREFACE 

One of the functions of the Jewish-Christian dialogue is to allow 

participants to describe and witness to their faith in their own terms. 

This is of primary importance since self-serving descriptions of other 

peoples• faith are among the roots of preJud1ce, stereotyping, and 

condescension. Graceful listening to another's faith understanding enables 

Christians to obey better the conmandment not to bear false witness against 

their neighbors. Partners in dialogue must recognize that any religion or 

ideology that claims universality will have its own interpretations of other 

religions and ideologies as part of its own self-understanding. Dialogue 

gives the opportunity for mutual questioning of those understandings. A 

reciprocal w1ll1ngness to listen and learn enables sign1f1cant dialogue to 

grow. 

I. PRINCIPLES OF1 DIAUX;UE 

1. In all dialogue recognition of marked cultural differences becomes 

important. The words emp~cyed in religious d1scuss1on such as faith, 

theology, rel191onr scripture, and people are not innocent or neutral. 

Partners in dialogue may r1~htly question both the language and the 

def in1tions each uses in articulating religious matters. 

2. In the case of Jewish-Chnstl3n dialogu2r a distorting historical 

and theological unbalance is obvious. While an understandJng of Judaism in 

New Testament times becomes an indispensable part of any Christian theology, 

for Jews a "theological n understanding of Christianity is not of th~ same 

significance. Yet neither co1m1un1ty of faith has developed without 

interaction with the other. 

3. The relat1on.3 between J~ws ancl Christiane; have unique 

-l-



characteristics, since Christianity historically emerged out of Judaism. 

Christian understandings of that process constitute a necessary part of the 

dialogue und give urgency to the enterprise. As Christianity came to define 

its own identity in relation to Judaism, the church developed 

understandings, definitions, and terms for tho~e things it had inherited 

from Jewish traditions. It also developed its own interpretation of the 

scriptures corrmon to Jews and Christians. !n lhe process of def 1ning 

itself, the church produced its own definition of Judaism and assigned to 

the Jews definite roles in its understanding of God's acts of salvation. It 

should not ea surpr1s1ng that Jews resent those scriptural and theological 

interpretations in which they are assigned negative roles. Tragically, such 

patterns of thought have led Christians to overt acts of condescension, 

persecutions, and even violent acts of prejudice. 

4. Many Christians are convinced that they understand Judaism since 

tney have ~he Hebrew scriptures as part of their Bible. This attituae is 

often enforced by lack of knowledge about ci1e history of Jewish 11fe and 

thought t.~rough the 1,900 years since Christianity and Judaism parted ways. 

S. There is, therefore, a special urgency -for Christians to listen, 

through study and dialogue, to ways in which Jews understand their history, 

their traditions, their faith, and their pr2ct:!.ce. Furthermore, a mutual 

listening to the way each is perceived by the other r.uy be a step towards 

understanding the hurts, overcoming the fears, and correcting the 

m1sur.derstand1ngs that nave thrived on isolation. 

6. Both Judaism and Christianity contain a wide spectrum of opinions, 

tl1eologics, and styles of 11f P and service. S1~ce generalizations often 

produce stereotyping, Jew1sh-Chnst1c.n d.alogue becomes the more significant 

b;· allo,...rny a wide r~pre£ent4'tlon of tile views that are within the two 

corrmun1t1e~ of faith. 
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II. TH~ NE:CESSI'Ii' FOR CHRISTIANS TO UNDCRSTAND JEWS_ AND Jl,!DAISM 

l. Throu.gh dialogue with Jews many Cnnstians rave come to appreciate 

the richness and vitality of Jewish faith and life in the covenant and have 

been enriched in their own understandings of Jesus and the divine will for 

all creatures. 

2. In dialogue with Jews, Christians have learn1ed that the actual 

history of Jewish faith and experiences does not ~~tch the images of Juda1s~ 

that have dominated a long history of Chr1st1an teaching and writing, images 

that have been spread by Western culture and literature into other parts of 

the world. 

3. Jesus was a Jew, born into this tradition. He was nurtured by the 

Hebrew s~riptures, which he accepted as authoritative and interpreted in 

fresh and powerful ways in his life and teaching, announcing that the 

Kingdom of God was at hand. In their experience of his resurrection, his 

followers confessed him as both Lord and Messiah. 

4. Christians should remember that some of the controversies reported 

in the New Testament between Jesus and the "scribes and Pharisees" found 

parallels within Phansa ism itself and l ts heir, Rabb1n1c Juda ism. These 

controversies took place in a Jewish conteY.t, bjt when the word~ of Jesus 

came to be used by Christians who did rot identify with tl'le Jewish people as 

Jesus did, such sayings often became weapcns in anti-Jewish polemics and 

thereby th~ir original intention was trag1cully distorted. All internal 

Chr1st1an debate is now taking place on the question of how to understand 

passages in the New Testament that seem to contain ant1-Jew1sh references. 

5. Prom the early days of the church, n~ny Chr~st1an interpreters saw 

the church replacing Isruel as lied's people. The dest1uct1on of the second 

temple of Jerusalem stood as a warnnt for Uns cl.:nm. The coven.:int of God 
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with the people of Israel was mistakenly seen only as a preparation for the 

coming of Jesus. As a consequence, the first covenant was seen as 

ab:roga ted. 

6. Th15 theological perspective has had fateful consequences. As the 
1 

Christ1ans understood themselves to replace the Jews as God's people, the 

Judaism that survived was denigrated as a fossilized religion of legalism. 

Judaism of the f1rst centuries before and after the birth of Jesus was 

therefore called wt.ate Judaism." The Pharisees were thought to represent 

the height of le<Jalism; Jews ar.d Jewish groups were portrayed as negative 

m:::>dels; and the truth and beauty of Christianity were thought to be enhanced 

by setting~up Judaism as false and ugly. Unfort~nately, many of ti>~ early 

church fathers can be faulted for their defamation of the Jewish people. 

7. Through a renewed study of Judaism and in dialogue with Jews, 

Christians have become aware that Judaism in Uie time of Christ was bJt an 

early stage of its long life. Under tne leadership cf Pharisees, the Je\11sh 

people began a spiritual revival of :emarkable power, which gave them the 

v1tality capable of surviving the catastrophe of th~ loss of the Tewple. It 

gave birth to Rabbinic Judaism that produced the M1shnah and Talmud and 

built the structures for a strong and creative life through the centuries. 

8. Judaism, with its rich history of spiritual life, produced the 

Talmud as the normative guide for Jewish life in thankful response to the 

grace of God's covenant with the people of Israel. over the centuries 

important corrmentaries, profound philosophical works, and poetry of 

spiritual depth have been added. For Judaism the Talmud Joins the Torah as 

c~ntrol and authoritative. Judaism is more than the religion of the 

~cr1ptures of Israel. ~~at Christians cJll the Old Testament has received 

tn thP. Talmud and later writings interpretations that for Jcw1sn tradition 

~hare in the authoqty of Moses. 
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9. For Christians the Bible with the two 1'estamenls is also followed by 

traditions of lnterpretation, from the church fathers to the present time. 

Both Jews and Chnst1ans llve in the corrrmm1ty of the.Lr scriptures a11d 

living and developing traditions. 

10. Christians as well as Jews look to the Hebrew Bible as the record of 

God's election and covenant with God's people. For Jews, it is their own 

story in historical continuity with the present. Christians, irostly of 

gentile background since early in the life of the church, believe themselves 

to have entered this covenant by grace through Jesus Christ. The 

relationship between the two corrmunit1es, both worshiping the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is a given historical fact, b.lt how it is to be 

understood theologically is a matter of internal discussion among Christians 

in dialogue with Jews . 

11. Both corrrnonalities and differences between the two faiths need to be 

examined carefully. finding in the scriptures the authority StJ[ficient for 

salvation, the Chr1st1an church shares Israel's faith in the One God, whom 

it knows in the Sp1r1t as -the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. For 

Christians, Jesus Christ 1s acknowledged as the only begotten Son of the 

Father, through whom m1lllons ha1e coma to share in the love of, and to 

adore, the God who first made covenant with the people of Israel. Knowing 

the One God in Jesus Christ through the Spirit, therefore, Christians 

worsh1 p One God w1 th a t nni tan an confession involving creation, 

incarnation, and ~entecost. In ~ doing, the church worsh1p5 in a language 

foreign Lo Jewish worship anq sens1tiv1t1es, yet full of meaning to 

Chn stians. 

12. Chnst1.:ins and Jews both be! ievc that God hds created nen and women 

and lv1s called them to be holy and t.:> l'>.ercizc stewardship over the creation 

in atcountab1llty to God. Jews and Cl.n~t1a11s arc> taught bf their 
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scriptures and traditions to recognize their iesponisbil1ty to their 
'-' 

ne.ighbors, tspec1ally the weak, the poor, and the oppressed. In various and 

distinct ways they look for the day in which God will redeem the creation. 

In dialogue with Jews, many Christians have come to a more profound 

appreciation of the Exodus hope of liberation, praying and working for the 

coming of peace on earth. 

13. Dialogue with Jews has taught Chr1st1ans that the survival of the 

Je~ish people is inseparable from obedience to God and God's covenant. 

14. Jews found ways of living in obedience to Torah both before and 

after the emergence of Chr1st1anity. They maintained and deepened their 

call to be a peculiar people !n the midst of the nations. Je'WS historically 

were allowed to live with respect and acceptance in some of the cultures ln 

which they resided. Here their life and values thrived and made a distinct 

contribution to their Christian and Muslim neighbors. It remains a fact, 

however, that Christian c0Wltr1es nave not proved more favorable for Jewish 

diaspora living than non~hristian countries. 

15. The memory of the land of Israel and Zion, the city of Jerusalem, has 

always been central to the Jewish people. "Next year in Jerusalem" is a 

con~tant part of J~~1sh worship in the diaspora. The continued presence of 

Jew~ in the land and in Jerusalem is a focal point for Judaism. It is not 

just one place of residence among all olhers. 

16. Manf Jews differ in their interpretations of the religious and 

secular ~eaning of t~e state of Israe~. Israel con~titutes for almost all 

Jewi$h people a central part of the long search for that identity that has 

been lntegtal to Judaism thtougnout the ages. 

17. Jews, Chnst1 ans 1 and Musl1m5 have all m.:unt.:::uned a presence in the 

land for centun~s. The land ic:; holy to all three, though thl?y may 

und ... rbtand hol .nc~s in different ways. The quest for hur:.1~ land st.lLt..~ by 
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Palestin1ans-Christ1an and Musl1nt -as d part of their search for identity 

now calls for fui1 attention. 

III. HATRED AND PERSEC,UTION OF JEVJS-A CONT!NlJn~:; CONCERN 

1. Christians need to b.:? aware that hatred and persecution of Jews have 

a long, persistent history. This is particularly true in countries where 

Jews have been a minority presence amon9 Christians. The tragic history of 

the persecution of Jews includes massacres by the Crusad~rs, the 

Inquis1t1on, pogro1i\S, and the Holocaust. The World Council of Churches 

Assembly at its first meeting in Amsl~rdam in 1948 declared: "we call upon 

the churches we represent to denounce antisemitism, no matter what its 

origin, as absolutely irreconcilable with the profession and practice of the 

Christian f,nth. Antisemitism is sin against Cod and human hfe. 11 This 

appeal has been reiterated many times. Those who llve wnere there is a 

history of prejudice and persecution of t~c Je •• s can ser~e the whole church 

by revealing that danger whenever it is recognized. 

2. Teachings of contempt for Jews and Judaism in certain Chr1st1an 

traditions have proved a spawning ground for sucn eviLas the Nazi 

Holocaust. The activities of the Ku Klux Klan. the defacements of synagogues 

and discriminatory practises in clubs and housing patterns keep this preJudice overt 

in our own nation The church must learn to proclaim the Gospel without generating 

contempt for Judaism or the Jew1sh people. A Christian response to the 

Holocaust is a resolve that it will never happen again to Jews or to any 

other people. 

3. D1scr1m1nat1on and persecution of the Jewish p.?ople have d~eI;rrooted 
I 

social, econom1c, and pcl1t1cal as~ects. R0lig1ous difference~ are 

mugnif ied to Justify ethnic hatr~ in support of vested interests. S1m1lar 

man1festa1on~ are also evident in many 1nterrnc1al conflicts. -Christians 

are called to opz:-0se all rel1g1ous preJud1c"s, throu':lh which people are made 

SCdPt!goats for the failures a'id ~robl<'hl$ o( so i..:1.1.~r; ~ind p:>lltlcal regimes. 
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IV. AUTI:.IENl'IC Cl:IBISTIAN WITNESS 

l. Christians believe that God reveals Himself in history. ~n the 

covenant with the Jewish people at Mt. Sinai, the sacred law became part of 

our religious heritage. Christians see that same God embodied in the person 

of Jesus the Christ to whom the church must bear witness by word and deerl. 

For the church to deny that mission would be false to its deepest 

commitment. Without denying the Christian responsibility to evangelize in 

the name of Christ and to welcome those of other religious traditions or none 

to embrace the good news of the Gospel, missionary witness directed at Jews 

as a people is inappropriate. 

2 The Christian witness, however, has been dist·orted by coercive 

proselytism,conscious and unconscious, overt and subtle. The Joint Working 

Group of the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches stated: 

"Proselytism embraces whatever violates the right of the human person, 

Christian or non-Christian, to be free from external coercion in religious 

matters" (Ecumenical Review, 1/1971, p.11). 

3. Dialogue can rightly be described as a mutual witness. Its intention 

1$ to hear others in order to understand their faith, hopes, insights and 

concerns. Its goal is to communicate truth as each person perceives truth 

within his or her own faith . The spirit of dialogue is to be p~esen~ to 

another in full openness and in human vulnerability. 

V. LITURGICAl,. O~S.ERVANCE 

It seems app~opriate at least annually for the relationship between 

Christians and Jews to be celebrated liturgically. It is suggested that the 

Feast of St •. James of Jerusalem on October 23 or a Sunday before or after that 

dates ought to be the p~~per occasion. , 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

October, 1983 

When you have been on the Job for thirty (30!) months, it seems 
to be no longer a temporary assignment to which a certain degree of 
lightheartedness can be applied. In the preparation of this report, 
I see recurring themes in both the efforts of the Committee to succeed 
at its goal and in the issues that emerge in the work of Christian 
Jewish relations. To the themes and the issue of their recurrence I 
want to address this report. 

I. Ongoing Activities: 

A. National Workshop on Christian Jewish Relations: The NCC, 
along with the Synagogue Council of America and the United States 
Catholic conference, is one of the three sponsors of the National 
Workshop. One month after our last Committee meeting, the Seventh 
National Workshop was held in Boston, April 24-28, 1983. Most will 
agree that in most ways it-was the biggest and the best. Our Office 
sponsored a pre-workshop Seminar as an introduction to Christian Jewish 
Relations for beginners. Inge Gibel, Bill Harter, Warren Jacobs and 
Jim Rudin from our Committee assisted with presentations to make the 
Seminar a most valuable contribution to the Workshop for the 125 who 
attended. This introductory seminar will now become an ongoing part 
of the future Workshops. 

Plans for the 8th National Workshop are already well under way, 
and this office is actively involved with the local sponsors f~om 
St. Louis for an event that will take place in October, 1984. This 
is the fourth Workshop in which I have participated, and a recurring 
concern for the sponsors is the limited involvement of the Black and 
Orthodox churches, constituants of the NCC. This lack of participation 
in our own Committee is reflected at the national level, and it should 
become a top priority shared by the office staff and the members of 
the Committee. 

B. NCC GOVERNING BOARD MEETING: The May, 1983 Meeting of the 
Governing Board held in San Francisco was the sixth one in which I 
participated, the first as a guest and observer. At each meeting we 
have cosponsored an Interfaith Breakfast with the Task Force on Christian 
Muslim Relations and we have monitored Governing Board actions which 
may have an impact on Christian ~ewish relations. The Breakfast employs 

A UNIT OF THE COMMISSION ON REGIONAL AND LOCAL ECUMENISM 
Joan B Campbell Assistant General Secretary 
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us to remain balanced in terms of the selection of speakers and the 
invited guests, and we have been faithful to that commitment. The May 
meeting in San Francisco, with Durwood Foster from the Pacific School 
of Religion as speaker, was no e~ception. 

A recurring concern is the repeated anticipation of resolutions 
and other actions coming before the Governing Board from other units 
in the NCC which may have a negative impact on our relations with the 
Jewish community.. We were blessed in that no such action came before 
the Governing Board in May, 1983. The continuing concern of this office 
before each Governing Board meeting points sharply to the urgent need 
to formalize and increase our working relationship with the Middle East 
Committee and the Interunit Committee on International Concerns of the 
NCC, both among staff and in Committee membership. From among the 
Committee members who are able to attend our meetings on a regular 
basis, we have very little direct representation from the NCC Governing 
Board itself. We might consider a special meeting in the future that 
would allow direct interaction between members of our CoII1JT1ittee and 
members of the Governing Board . 

C. NCC Middle East Committee Meetings: On May 31-June 2, 1983 
the Middle East Committee met for its quarterly meeting, the seventh 
which I had attended as Director of the Office. As Dale Bishop will 
report to the Committee, the agenda was filled with issues which would 
be of considerable interest to the Committee on Christian Jewish 
Relations. The proposal for a combined meeting of constituant members 
of the two Committees was well received, and we await the arrival of 
the new Director of the Middle East Desk to plan such a meeting. 

My attendence at these meetings always causes an issue to surface 
that has the potential for a negative impact on Christian Jewish 
relations. Participation in the UN Conference on Palestine came in 
early 1983 and a draft paper on the West Bank for possible circulation 
among the churches came at the June, 1983 meeting. A closer continuing 
relationsh~p between the two off ices would reduce but probably not 
eliminate the possibility of conflicting actions within the institutional 
behavior of the NCC. The Agenda for the October 20-21, 1983 meeting of 
our Committee points to, the undeniable fact that Middle East concerns 
continue to dominate the actions and reactions of this office. 

D. Forums with the Synagogue Council of America: The NCC and the 
Synagogue Council have brought their leadership together on six occasions 
during my term in this office. Each meeting has moved closer to a more 
authentic dialogue on the concerns that demand top priority in the 
Christian Jewish dialogue. At the conclusion of the meeting chaired by 
Bishop Apnstrong on May 5, 1983, Claire Randall report that we are 
"light years ahead" in our dialogue, with the Jewish community than we 
were Just a few years ago. Part of the discussion at that meeting was 
the expectation for a cooperative relationship between our two agencies 
on the issue of peace and disarmament. This desire has moved toward the 
more substantial involvement of agencies in the Jewish community in the 
proposed National Peace with Justice Week for 1984. The attendence of 
George Telford at the UN Conference on Palestine and his desire to meet 
with leaders of the Jewish community provides an excellent opportunity 
for another important exchange between the leaders of the National Councl 
of Churches and the synagogue council of America. 
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II. Program Ac~ivities: 

A. Holocaust Remembrance an9 Education: The NCC Office on Christian 
Jewish Relations has been deeply involved in an expanding cooperative 
program with the United States Holocaust Memorial Council since February, 
1982. We have completed two years of providing resources and encouraging 
recognition of the Week of the Days of Remembrance of the Holocaust among 
the churches through the denominations and the councils of churches in 
communities across the United States. our efforts to date have been very 
sucessful in utilizing Holocaust commemoration as a place to begin in 
Christian Jewish relations, because it provides a point of departure 
that enables Christians to recognize responsibility for anti-Semitism 
as a "Christian problem", as Jean Paul Sartre so poetically describes 
in Th~ Anti-Semite and the Jew, written in the early 1940's. 

As we concluded the second year of our work with the Holocaust 
Council in the late Spring of 1983, it became apparent that our desired 
goal of enabling the denominations and the councils of churches to make 
a long range commitment to Holocaust education and recognition on their 
own would require a year round program for at least two years. After 
our second year report had been received favorably by the Holocaust 
Council (copies sent to the Committee in June, 1983), the Office submitted 
a two year proposal to the Council for a considerably expanded program 
to include Holoc~ust Commemoration, Church and Synagogue Dialogue and 
Teacher Education to begin in July, 1983 and conclude in June, 1985. 
Verbal approval for the pro)ect was give.n by the Holocaust Council staff 
and leadership, and we were encouraged to commenc~ with the program. 

Mary Edwardsen became full_ time _• in August, 1983 and we began to 
implement the expanded program immediately. Commitment~ have been made 
to denominations, resources have been developed for a packet for local 
clergy and contacts have-been made with church publications for articles 
about our work. This proJect has given the Office the focal point 
around which to organize our program activities and our relationships 
with the denominations and local councils of churches. It also provides 
the context in which we can develop the Dialogue program with United 
Methodists and others as well as the Teacher Education program with the 
Jewish community in a network of 25 cities across the United States. 

The Off ice has taken a big risk in commencing with this expanded 
program, employing additional staff and committing resources far beyond 
our current means prior to a written contract with the United States 
Holocaust Memorial council. We took the risk because we believe intensely 
in the need for the program and its usefulness for our work, because we 
believe the Holocaust Council will honor its commitment to provide their 
share of the funding as they have done i :n the past and because we believe 
that the denominations will provide the $40,000 in matching funds to the 
off ice as required by the grant. The responsibility of the staff of the 
off ice is to develop and ca~ry a very good program and to satisfy the 
expectations of the Holocaust Council. The responsibility of the members 
of the Committee is secure denominational funding for the office and to 
cooperate with the inclusion of the program itself in each denomination. 
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B. Congregations in Dialogue Prqgram: The 0£fice has been working 
with the United Methodist Church and the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations since September, 1982 to develop a leadership training 
program f o~ a dialogue among Methodist Churches and Reformed Synagogues 
~n is cities across the United States. Warren Jacobs and Annette -Daum 
have worked diligently to develop content for the p~ogram and to 
identify and invite local churches and synagogues to partic1pqte. The 
brief leave of absence of Warren from his off ice for health reasons 
has delayed our timetable slightly, but we continue to hope that we will 
be ~ble to conduct our first regional training event before the end 
of 1983. This proJect has taken a considerable amount of planning 
time, and yet it has every expectation of setting an excellent ex9.ffiple 
for other denominations. 

C. Model Program in Buffalo, New Yqrk: A working group of Jews 
and Christians was formed ~n Buffalo -under the auspices of the Buffalo 
Area Metropolitan Ministries at the beginning of 1983, and I have met 
with that group and leaders in the conununity approximately once a month 
to plan the program. A dialogue program involving five churches and 
five synagogues has been organized and the training for the leadership 
will begin on November 20, 1983. A teacher education program with the 
Council of Churches and the Americap Jewish Committee, with support from 
the National Conference of Christians and Jews, is being organized this 
Fall and the training will begin in early 1984. 

D. Programs in Charnbe~sburg and Harrisburg, Pa.: At the invitation 
of Bill ~arter anc1 Al Myers (Pa. State Council) I we have begun a series 
of meetings to develop a program similar to that which we have initiated 
in Buffalo for those communities. Again, we will be requesting $eed 
money to serve as the organizers to develop the program with local 
leadership. 

III. Other Activities: 

A. wee Assembly in Vancouve~ and Bellingham Forum: Our office 
organized a reception for -Jewish and Christian leaders at the WCC Assembly 
in Vancouver during the first week of the meeting which was hosted by 
Krister Stendahl in cooperation with Allan Brockway of the wee. It was 
at.tended and well received by approximately 45 persons, including many 
of our top denominational leaders. Warren Jacobs and I presented a 
workshop on Christian Jewish Relations, with the assistance of Chuck 
White from Buffalo, which was filled to capacity with registrants. 
Warren presented a case for denominational involvement in Christian 
Jewish relations that was very impressive. 

B. NCC Partic_ipa_tJ..on in the UN Conference on Palestine: George 
Telf Qrd was seiected by NCC- leadership to at~eng the Conference as an 
observer. Before he left for the meeting in Geneva, our office made it 
poss.ibl,e for him to consult with leaders in t.he Jewish community and 
I attended the briefing at the UN Center upon his return September 8th. 
A copy of his report was sept to the Committee and other interested 
persons. It will be the subJect of a discussion at the Committee meeting . 
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IV. Work with the Denominations: 

A. Programs with the United M~thodist Chµrch continue to lead 
the list of activities we have been able to promote within one 
denomination. Warren Jacobs has given excellent leadership and we 
have come to reiy almost too much on his talent. We anxiouxly await 
his return to the Interchurch Center toward the end of this year. 

B. The merger of the two Presbyterian denominations has caused 
some delay, although both continue to be very cooperative with our 
Holocaust Education program. The PCUS Statement on Christian Jewish 
Relations was returned for further study at the Joint General Assembly 
meeting in June, 1983 and a group has now been formed to prepare it 
for consideration at the next General Assembly meeting. We are encouraged 
by the communication among some Presbyterian local pastors who have 
expressed an interest in supporting Christian Jewish relations in the 
new denomination. 

C. On July 15, 1983 we held a series of meetings with the 
national staff of the American Baptist Churches in Valley Forge, Pa. 
Matthew Giuffrida organized the day, which resulted in a number of 
exciting program possibilities and cooperative activities with our 
Office. Based on the enthusiasm and the good ideas generated, we could 
easily spend the next two years being a resource to the American Baptists 
as they develop a program for their local churches in Christian Jewish 
relations. In addition to assistance with the Holocaust Education 
program, we will be working with the American Baptists to develop a 
dialogue program between American Baptist Women and their counterpart 
organizations in the synagogue conununity. 

'-

D. A series of mee~ings with national staff in the United Church 
of Christ has resulted in a meeting called by Avery Post, OCC President, 
on November 7, 1983 to e~plore the direction this denomination will 
take in cooperation with our Office in the area of Christian Jewish 
relations. Dale Bishop has assisted with this new movement, and we 
expect some form of program will emerge. 

E. The Presiding Bishop's Conuni ttee on Christian Jewish Relati.ons 
of the Episcopal Chu~~h has recently met to consider a new appointment 
to our Committee, to advocate for an increase in funding for our office 
and to consider a draft of Christian Jewish Guidelines and Liturgical 
Recommendations for the denomination. We will have a chance to review 
and comment on these documents at the meeting on October 20th. 

F. We continue to work with the Disciples, Lutherans, Reformed 
Church, Friends and the Church of the Brethren on the Holocaust Education 
program and other individual activities. The office would be very 
much enhanced by involvement from the Black and Orthodox denominations 
and my personal efforts will continue to lean in that direction. 
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V. Stability of the Office: 

A. Committee; The absence of local, avail able and affordable 
leadership from a chairman of the Committee has been very difficult. 
When Warren Jacobs was elected as the Vice Chair to chair the meetings 
of the Standing Committee, there was a considerable improvement. 
Warren took on several critical tasks, including relations with the 
Middle East Committee, denominational funding and denominational repre
sentation on the Committee. His sudden and brief leave of absence at 
the end of the summer made us ~ealize how important advice and support 
is to this office. Other members of the Committee have now constituted 
a reorgan~zed Standing Committee and Matthew Giuffrida has made an 
excellent contribution to the off ice in terms of leadership and careful 
attention to detail around sensitive issues. We look torward to the 
streng~hening of the Committee with renewed commitments and new appoint
ments. George Sheridan has made ap important contribution to the office 
as the Secretary to the Committee. 

B. Funding: At the March, 1983 meeting of the Committee, staff 
agreed to secure program funding and the Committee agreed to secure 
funding fro~ denominations, local churches and individuals. We may have 
some de~ay in income from program activities due to a delay in the timing 
of our programs in some communities. Th.is reality makes the necessity 
of denominational funding even more critical. We have been informed that 
the National Council of Churches will not allow another deficit for this 
office. We have no choice but to find the funding or close the office. 
We cannot function in an office without resources, because we would have 
nothing to offer but the fact that an office exists. Staff will continue 
to JOin the Committee in the struggle to keep a responsible program in 
Christian Jewish Relations alive in the National Council of Churches. 

VI. Concluding Unscientific Postscript: 

When we a~e very discouraged about the lack of support for this 
office, I am tempted to believe that Christians and Jews do not really 
want to work together to reduce the barriers to our long and troubled 
relationship. When we actually get aroqnd to it, we are very excited 
about the experience. It is always rewarding and we thank whoever helped 
us put it together. 

When we were teenagers, the schools we attended held dances. We 
stood awkwardly on the sidelines, hesitant to get involved . Dancing 
was a risky adventure. It required reaching out, assuming vulnerability, 
touching, fearing inadequacy and reJection, suggesting a level of 
intimacy we were not sure we wanted. Nevertheless, we tried, and many 
of us have danced our way into some wonderful relationships. I have come 
to believe that doing Christian Jewish relations is something like those 
teenage dances. There is a degree of cautiousness in our efforts to 
reach out to the other side. It is my hope that this office and the 
increasing efforts in our denominations and communities will keep us 
trying to dance, even to the straage music to which we are called. 

On a personal note, the past few months have been wonderful. A few 
of you (you will know who you are) pushed me, kicking and scream1ng1 1nto 
a new dimension of life. I am deeply grateful for those who taught me 
to laugh, to attempt to sail, to climb mountains and to find a path out 
of the darkness. 
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Mt Bernard Resnikoff 

Jucty Banki 

T\11) items. 

Paulist Press is sending you directly two copies of John Pawlikowski 1s book, 
Christ in the Light of the Christian-Jewish Dialogue as requested in your memo 
of November 4. They would not, hOWever, bill you<:lirectly since they require 
a billing address within the United States. ThtUt will be sending the bill to 
us~ We shall pay it and Phil S~amis will expect the required funds from your 
office budget. 

Second and quite important. The Planning Committee for the Eighth National 
Workshop on Chrf st1an·Jew1sh Relations 1s trying to wrap up speake~s and 
serift.nar leaders. The Workshop w111 take place in St. Louis Octo~er 29 to 
November 1, 1984. The Planning Conm1ttee is inviting Sister faary Boys to 
serve as seminar leader, along with our good friend Phil Culbertson, for the 
sim1nar on the subject of 11Chl\'1st1an Rel1gfous Education and the Jew1sh People". 
That seminar w111 follow the Wednesday afternoon (October 31st) Plenary session. 

To the best of my knowledge Sister Mary is still at Tantur, and 1t is important 
you reach her before she 1 eaves because she wn 1 then be going on to Seattle 
and I don't have her address there. As you know, the Workshops, which meet 
once every 18 months 1n another P.mer1can city, are the bread and circus of the 
1nterre11gious industry and the major national forum for 1nterrel1g1ous dialogue. 
Sister Mary WC>uld be terrific in this spot if she could make it. 

The St. Louis people are working w1th a much more limited budget than wa~ the 
case in Boston (alas they don't have an Irving B. Levine, our Boston lay 1 eader 
who dfd such a terrific job of local fund raising.) Therefore, what they are 
offering to seminar leaders is to cover transportation to and from the 
conference, Qb~;rnight at the hotel and meal~ and registration for one day. I 
believe there 1s also a $100 honorarium. If someone wants to stay for the whole 
conferencet they would presumably have to pay add1t1onal registrat1on and hotel 
costs. I also assume the deal is only ~rkable if Sister Mary will be in the 
states at that time, s1nce they,,.-could never affotd to pay her way frol'l Israel 
(1 doh •t know Whether they are paying for Marcel- 'Dubois. but he is addre~sing 
one of the plenaries. 

Please try to reach her and get back to me soonest. 

Best regards. 

JHB:mt 
1
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cc: Intemat1onal Re1~1of1~ Department 
Inge Lederer G1be1 

,. , , 




