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7TH NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS
Boston Park Plaza Hotel

Boston, Mass. April 25-28, 1983

Press Conference ~ Wed., October 20, 1982

_ABOUT THE SPEAKERS AT TODAY'S PRESS CONFERENCE...

DR. KRISTER STENDAHL, a Lutheran clergyman and native of Stockholim, Sweden,
is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Divinity at Harvard Divinlty School, where
he teaches New Testament and the arts of preaching and worship, He is the former
Dean of the school, having held that position from 1968 to 1979. Author of many
books and articles on New Testament subjects, his latest Is Paul Among Jews And
Gentlles, publlished Iin 1976.

By publication and participation, Professor Stendah! has been closely
assoclated with the improvement of Jewish~Christian relations and presently
chalrs the Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People for the Worid Council
of Churches. He Is also a council| member of the World Union of Jewish Studies.
He resides in Cambridge, Mass.

DR, DAVID NEIMAN Is Associate Professor of Theology at Boston College and
Is the first rabbi and Jewish theologian appointed as a full-time faculty member
at a Catholic university. He was formerly Associate Professor of Biblical Studies
at Brandeis University,

During the academic year 1971, Dr. Neiman taught Jewish Theology at the
Fontifical Georgian University In Rome, the leading Instltute of Catholic
theological study in the world. In 1973-1974 he lectured at the Graduate
Center of the World Union of Jewish Students in Jerusalem while engaged In
study and research in Israel, It was during this tenure that he and his family
experienced the traumatic events of the Yom Kippur War and Its aftermath. Or.

Neiman is the author of The Book of Job: A Modern Exposition, and many articles
in biblical studles, “

THE MOST REVEREND DANIEL A. HART is Auxlljary Bishop for the Archdiocese
of Boston and Bishop of the Brockton reglon. He Is the Vlcar for Pastoral
Development in the archdiocese and serves as a consultant to Archblshop Humberto

Cardinal Medeiros, whom he represents to the conference. Bishop Hart is a native
of Lawrence, Mass.

1RVING LEVINE Is the chairman of the Seventh National Workshop on Christian=-
Jewish Relatlions to be held at the Park Plaza Hotel in Boston from April! 25 to 28,
1983, A retired businessman, Mr, Levine has been active in Inter-faith work the
past six years. He holds the following positions:

Vice-chalrman of the Greater Boston Chapter of the American Jewish Committee,

Co-chairman of the Interfaith Committee of the Greater Boston Chapter of the

American Jewish Committee (AJC),

Member of the National Executive Council for the AJC,

Member of the National Commission on Interreliglious Affalrs for the AJC,

Trustee of the Jewish Community Council of Greater Boston,

Trustee of Interfaith Bible Readings, Inc. of Boston.
Mr. Levine and his wife reside in Brookline, Mass. and Fort Lauderdale, Fla.




SEVENTH NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS
Boston, Massachusetts
April 25-28, 1983
"THE NEXT GENERATION OF JEWISH CHRISTIAN RELATIONS®

Monday, April 25

Plenary Session I 2:30 p.m,

THE NEXT GENERATION OF JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS
Call and challenge to consider the Workship theme.
Discussion

(Following the keynote address, delegates will meet in small groups.
This will give an opportunity for response to Dr. Stendahl's challenge,
for delegates to meet one another and for a first sharing of i1deas

and feelings.)

Monday, April 25

Plenary Session II 8:00 p.m, (Faneu1l Hall)

RELIGION AND PUBLIC LIFE

Distinguished figures from the arts, government, politics, business
and academic worlds discuss the relationship and 1mpact of their faith
on their public lives. ’

Tuesday, April 26

Plenary Session 111 9:00-10:45

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS IN A CHANGING WORLD

The imperatives our religious traditions offer for responding to political,
cultural, economic and religious changes 1n the last decades of the 20th

century.
Seminars: 11:00-12:30
1. Religious Groups and Political Influence G

Descriptions and evaluations of the efforts of major religious groups
to exercise political influence, especially on Capitol Hill.

2. The Religious Communities and Their Concern for Education

An exploration of common commitments to public education by religious
communities, some of whom maintain private education systems. The
focus will be on collective responsibility for public education and
conflicts between support for public and private schools.



3.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Religious Community Responses to Racial and Social Tensions
Boston as a Case History

Our host community provides a case history for the examination of concrete
programs which reli1gious organizations may create to apply moral imperatives
to specific tensions and problems.

Religious Warrants for Conservative and Liberal Politics

How co-religionists find support 1n their religious faith for widely
disparate positions on social and political policies.

The Fate of the Earth: The Nuclear Arms Race and The Religious Community

Our goal is to air varied postures concerning nuclear armaments which are
current 1n our religious communities,

The Problem of Hunger

Toward an understanding of the extent of hunger in the United States and the
World: what are the policies and initiatives of the religious and other
agencies in combatting hunger,

Human Rights

An analysis of the state of human rights around the world, United States
policy and the imitiative and positions of our religious communities.

The Middle East Conflict

Varying perspectives on the current political and military reality of the
Middle East.

Immigration, Emigration and Asylum

Following a survey of the issues, we will explore ourt?eligious warrant for
and involvement 1n problems of asylum, immgration and the right to emigrate.

Women's Issues as a Challenge to the Religious Communities

What is the impact of the changing role of women in society on our religious
communities? What are our resources and modes for responding?

Christian-Jewish Issues 1n the Womars Movement

The womar's movement provides a natural meeting ground for Christian and Jewish
women. What do they share and how do they differ in their approach to women's
issues? Do Middle East issues and anti-Semytism 1ntrude upon their agenda?

Discernment Group

An open-ended discussion on the plenary theme and the role of Christian and
Jewish communities in the realms of social and political activism,

This opportunity 1s recommended for those with a generalized interest in the
subject whose motivation is to meet and enter into dialogue with fellow
participants.



Tuesday, April 26

THEMES AND RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS

Seminars

Part 1 2:00 - 3:30
Part I1I 3:45 - 5:00

These seminars are structured to provide presenters and participants the
time for an i1n-depth exploration and discussion of a single topic.

1.

2.

5.

Implications of Liberation Themes for Christian-Jewish Relations

An understanding of liberation theology leading to a discussion of
its influence on contemporary religious life and its impact on
relationships between Christians and Jews.

Christian Understandings of the State of Israel

Seminar designed to examine varying perspectives of Christian
communities 1n the United States on the State of Israel.

Foundations of Jewish and Christian Social Visions

How our respective communities reach their views on major social issues.

Images of Jews and Christians in University and Seminary Programs

During the Fall and Winter of 1982, an 1nformal survey was conducted
among schools associated with the Boston Theological Institute (BIT)
as well as Hebrew College and Brandeis University. The task was to
view 1mages of other religious communities perpetuated in such
institutions.

At this seminar, designed for faculty, administrators and students
attending such schools, the results of the questionnaire will be
reviewed and discussed,

The First Six Centuries

A. The Development of Rabbinic Judaism

B. The Development of Christianity

An examination of our respective traditions as they developed during
the early centuries of the Christian era with special emphasis on the
interaction between the communities.

Major Works in Proqress

A showcase of current contributions to the field of Christian-Jdewish
relations by major scholars.

A Jewish View of Social and Political Forces in First Century Palestine

A critical moment in history 1s examined by scholars, Jewish and Christian,



Tuesday, April 26 6:30 p.m.

Temple Mishkan Tefilah
Newton, Ma.

SUPPER AND PROGRAM

Music, dance and humor from our respective communities.

Wednesday, April 27

BRIDGES TO UNDERSTANDING

Seminars and workshops offering historical perspectives on the paraliel
experiences - which provide Tinks between our communities and point to
the problems with which we must continually grapple as neighbors and
friends,

Workshops w11l emphasize practical, "how-to" aspects of Bridge Building.
The seminars will provide overviews and set the particular subject into
the context of Christian-Jewish relations.

Workshops: 9:00 - 10:40

].
2.
3.

6.

11:00 - 12:30
Teaching Judaism to Christians

Teaching Christianity to Jews

Dealing with Anti-Semitism Today

A workshop designed to examine tools and methods which religious
leaders can employ to deal with specific expressions of anti-
Semitism and to prevent their occurrence.

Christian-Jewish Dialogue Groups - Guidelines and Experiences

A "Showcase" of successful dialogue groups; ihe process by which
they function and their accomplishments.

Among others , the Los Angeles experience will be presented.

The workshop will offer practical suggestions for creating and
building dialogue groups

o

A Visit _to Israel as a Bridge &

What should Christians do and see 1n Israel? Is there a difference
between a "Holy Land" or a "Bible" tour and a tour of modern Israel?
What are the dynamics of an interreligious tour? How can visits
serve to further relationships between our communities?

Images of Jews and Christians in University and Seminary Programs

A continuation of a special Seminar for faculty, students and
administrators 1nvolved in Seminar education.



Christian-Jewish Coalition Building in the Eighties .

An opportunity for Christians and Jews to contemplate their
separate identities and then reach out toCone another 1n
dialogue. This workshop is for people willing to probe
feelings and sensitive issues.

8. Stereotyping in the Arts and Media

g.

10.

Seminar designed to 1dentify the subtle and not so subtle use
of various media to convey stereotypical images of ethnic and
reli1gious groups.

The Use of Media to Facilitate Christian-Jewish Relations

"How do the broadcast and print media make decisions about news
involving the Christian and Jewish communities? What are some
of the 'Behind-the=Scene’ decisions and sensitivities concerning
such judgments? How do media perform in this area? What
improvements and directions are possible?”

The Potential of Cable T.V,

Seminars: 9:00 - 10:40

L

3.

Literary Expressions of Jewish, Protestant and Catholic Experiences

The insights of classic writers on the social, ethnic and religious
dimensions of their communities.

The Sermon as a Resource for Enhancing Christian-Jewish Relations
(For Clergy)

How do our respective traditions help us to learn about others?

The Home and Family as Places of Religious Experience

The sharing of information about various Jewish and Christian programs
for family-based religious experience. eq. home celebrations,

havurot-support groups.

Dynamics of Prayer

The meaning of prayer and the act of praying, our experiences as
individuals and in community.

Religious Education and the Formation of Values

The role of religious education in fostering values.

Issues of Family Life

A discussion of the responses of religious institutions and
practitioners to the range of realities which impact upon the
family today: divorce, single-parent families, partnerships

without marriage, mixed marriages, adoption.



7. Anti-Semitism in Early Christian Sources
Two Sessions: 9:00 and 11:00

A. How do the Gospels, the writings of the Church Fathers and
other Christian sources lend themselves to "The Teaching of
Contempt®, providing a foundation for anti-Jewish attitudes
and behavior?

B. An exploration of current efforts to teach and interpret those
materials with sensitivity to the image of Jews and Jewish
teachings.

CONFRONTING THE HOLOCAUST -- WHY?  HOW?

Plenary Session: 2:00 - 3:15

Presentation: Christian Expression of Rationale
for Studying Holocaust

Presentation: Facing History and OUrselves -
del Curricula \

Workshops: 3:15 = 5:00

1. Personal Responses

An open-ended discussion for participants beginning to grapple with
the subject.

2. Holocaust Education and Curricula

A more detailed review of current materials and approaches to teaching
the Holocaust in secular and religious school settings. This workshop
will serve as an extension of the plenary session.

3. Literary Expressionsof the Holocaust

The presentation of an annotated bibliography of materials appropriate
for varied age groups and needs will be accompanied by a discussion of
this genre of literature.

4, The Impact of the Holocaust on our Religious Thinking

Designed for those who have experience in discussing and/or teaching
the Holocaust.

5. The Holocaust Viewed on Film

What visual aids are appropriate? How and when should they be used?

6, The Holocaust as a Factor in Christian-Jewish Relations

What has been the impact of this critical event’ on Christians and Jews
and the relationships between our communities?

7. Holocaust Commemorations

A quide and evaluationof public observances of the Holocaust.



8. Denying the Holocaust

A critique of revisionist theories and teachings of the Holocaust.

9. The Unique and the Universal in the Holocaust

A study of the use and misuse of terminology. The relationship of
the Holocaust to other tragedies.

Wednesday, April 27 7:00 p.m,
Boston Park Plaza Hotel

DINNER 5
Program - GROWING UP . . . CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT AND JEWISH
"Oral History" Interviews

This will provide a forum for great story tellers to share
stories which touch at the heart of their personal religious
experience and their relationship with other religious
communities.

Thursday, April 28

CLOSING PLENARY
1. Judaism, Christianity and Islam: A Christian Point of View
2. Summary Reflections of the 7th Workshop

3, The State of Christian-Jewish Relations
- National

Local

New Areas for Consideration

Flash Points

. Commissioning the 8th National Workshop
5. Final Address

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - BREAKFAST MEETINGS

- CAUCUS PERIOD
- local Christian-Jewish Dialogue Groups '
- NCCJ - Youth Leadership
- Seminarians and Seminary Leaders

- BREAKFAST - Briefing for Business and Political Leaders
An opportunity to introduce the reality and the substance of
Christian-Jewish Dialogue to the broader community of leaders.

- SEMINAR - For Clergy and Lay Professionals
Roles and Expectations

An opportunity for professional "civil servants” in the world of
religion to talk shop, comparing notes and responding personally

to issues of stress, problems, joys and methods for coping.



PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR
Sunday 4/24-Monday 4/25

An_Introduction to Christian-Jewish Relations

This pre-conference seminar is designed for
professionals and lay people newly involved

in interreligious activity. Participation is
Tikely to enhance involvement in the Workshop
itself and to provide valuable background for
work 1n the area of Christian-Jewish relations.

MateriaI will include a review of
The recent history of Christian-Jdewish
relations

* Bridges: - issues which span communities

Flashpoints: - issues which divide

* Anti-Semitism as a factor in Christian-
Jewish relations

#*
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Press Conference

Welcome and History
K1t - Content Review
Program Highlights
Introduce Stendahl
Presentation
Respondent

Questions and Answers

10/20/82

10.30 a.m.

Irving B. Levine

Rev. Norman David
Rev Robert Bulloch
Bishop Hart |
Prof. Krister Stendahl

Rabb1 David Neiman



National Sponsors

National Conference of
Catholic Bishops
Secretanat for Catholic Jewish
Relations

National Counal of Churches
Office of Christian Jewish Relations

Synagogue Council of Amernica
Commuttee on Interrehgious
Affairs

In Cooperation With

Amernican Jewish Commuttee

Anti-Defamation League of

B’nai B'nth

Lutheran Councal in The US A
Division of Theological Studies

National Conference of

Christians and Jews

Southern Baptist Convenhion
Home Mission Board

Union of American Hebrew
Congregations
Local Sponsors®
American Baptist Churches
of Massachusetts
Ant:1 Defamation League of
B’nai B'rith
New England Region
Amencan Jewish Committee
New England Region
Amertcan Jewish Congress
New England Region
Assoaation of Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Boston College
Central Conference of Amercan
Rabbis
Northeast Region
Epscopal Dhocese of
Massachusetts
Harvard Divimity School
Jewish Commumty Counal
of Metropohtan Boston
Leadershup Conference of
Women Religious
Lutheran Council 1n the Umited
States of America
Massachusetts Bible Society
Massachusetts Board of Rabbis
Massachusetts Conference of the
United Church of Chrst
Massachusetts Counal
of Churches
National Conference of
Christians and Jews

New England Region
Worcester County Chapter

Rabbinical Assembly
New England Region
New England Region Rabbimcal
Assembly
New England Yearly Meeting
of Friends
Paulist Center
Roman Catholic Archudiocese
of Boston
St John's Seminary
Umon of American Hebrew
Congregations
Northeast Council
Umitarian Umaversalist
Association of Massachusetts
Umted Methodist Church
Southern New England Conference

Umted Presbyteran Church
Synod of the Northeast

*as of May 1982

7th National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations
BOSTON PARK PLAZA HOTEL
Boston, Massachusetts
April 25-28, 1983

October 15, 1982

ANNOUNCEMENT. PRESS CONFERENCE

In the face of the recenat crisis in -the Middle

East, what 1s the current status in the relations between

Jewish and Chf;stlan communities? .
The Rev. Dr. Kraster Stendahl, Dean Emeritus of
the Harvard Divinity School, Humberto Cardinal Medearos,
Archbashop of Boston, and Rabbi David Neiman, Professor

of Theology at Boston College, will speak at a Press
Conference 1in responée to thé currengﬁstatus of Jewish-
Christian relations.

DATE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1982

TIME.“ | .10:30 A.M.

PLACE: -~  LOBBY GARDEN; BOSTON PARK PLAZA HOTEL

64 ARLINGTON STREET > ki
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

The Press Conference wall a__ls-o announce the 7th ﬁatlonal
Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations which will take place
in Boston from April 25 thru April 28, 1983 at the Boston
Park Plaza Hotel. The Workshop 1s expected to draw more

than a thousand participants from across the United States

and around the world.
Cardinal Medeiros has referred to the Workshop as one of

"enormous significance for our religious families."

Administrative Office
72 Frankhn Street, Suite 403
Boston, Massachusetts 02110
Telephone (617) 426-7415




Administrative
Committee

Chair
Irving B Levine
Vice Chairs
Rev Robert W Bullock
Dr Warren Jacobs
Rabbi David Nexman
Treasurer
Mr Richard Rand
Financial Secretary
Rev Peter V Conley
Recording Secretary
Sister Ehzabeth Corbin
Registrar
Rabb: Herman ] Blumberg

Memrbers-at-Large
Rev Robert Gnesse
Rev Msgr Edward G Murray

Honorary Co-Chairs

Rt Rev Bishop Anthimos
Greek Orthodox Church,
Dhocese of Boston

Bishop George W Bashore
Southern New England Conference
Uruted Methodist Church

Bishop Eugene A Brodeen
New England Synod
Lutheran Church in Amenica

Rt Rev John B Coburn
Protestant Episcopal Diocese
of Massachusetts

Lt Colonel Wallace C Conrath
Salvation Army
Mass Divisional Headquarters

Most Rev Damiel A Cromin
Roman Catholic Diocese of
Fall River

The Rev Robert L Enckson

Evangelical Covenant

Most Rev Bernard] Flanagan
Roman Catholic Diocese
of Worcester

Rabbi Dr Hyman R Friedman
Va'ad Harabonim

Rev Donald H. Gill
Evangelical Assotiation of
New England

Rev Ilha Katre, Vicar General
Albaman Orthodox Church

Most Rev Joseph F Maguure
Roman Catholic Diocese
of Springfield

Humberto Cardinal Medeiros
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Boston

Rabbi Paul C Menitoff
Urnuon of Amenican Hebrew
Congregations — N E Council
Central Conference of American
Rabbis — NER

Sylvia § Perry, Clerk
New England Yearly Meeting
of Frends

Rev Eugene Pickett
Uniatanan Universalist Association

The Rev Dr Roscoe C

Robinson
American Baptist Churches
of Massachusetts
Rabbi Murray Rothman
Interfaith Commuttee
Jewish Commuruty Councal
Rabbi Manuel Saltzman
Rabbinical Assembly
New England Region
The Rt Rev Alexander D
Stewart
Protestant Episcopal Diocese
of Springfield

The Rev Eugene G Turner

Uruted Presbytenan Church
Synod of New England

The Rev Dr Alfred E

Wilhams, Jr
Umited Church of Christ
Massachusetts Conference

Bishop Cyrnl M Wismar
Assocation of Evangehcal Lutheran
Churches of New England



Page 2 of 2

Representatives of major religious denominations
will be present at the press conference and will be
available for comment as well as radio/television
interviews.
A representative of your organization 1s cordially invited
to attend this important press conference which impacts

so strongly on our daily lives.

=50=

For further information call: Mrs. Ethel Froia, 482-4324 or
Rabbi Herman Blumberg, 426-7415



-

4

MEMO from Gene Fisher

To /4/’ ar.. .

pate /] / 59 %D
mour information
O For necessary action
0 For your comment
O Presse return

a Ags per your request

-----------------------------------
...................................



Copies to The Presiding Bishop's Advisory Committee on
Christian-Jewish Relations
The Commission on Christian-Jewish Relations

Diocese of Long Island

"JENS AND CHRISTIANS: DO WE LIVE IN THE SAME 'WORLD?"

THE FII'TH NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON CHRISTIAN-JE./ICH RELATIO!IS
April 28 - May 1, 1980

||!n-

DuPont Plaza Hotel - Dallas, Texas

Summary of plenary sessions
prepared by
the Rev. Lawrence McCoombe

OPENING PLENARY: "A JEW ASKS THE QUESTION"
a rthur Hertzberg, Temple Emanu-El, lewood, New Jersey;

Vice President, World Jewish Congress

It is often pointed out that we share an 0ld Testament and
differ about the New Testament. But the Chrisiian-Jewish relation-
ship is more complicated that that. It makes a difference whether
Christians see the 0ld Testament as complete in itself, or see it
as a preamble to the New, or read it as the history of a progression
from henotheism to monot! *ism to universalism. The matter 1s more
complex than some would like it to be. The principles of what unites
us are not so easily discovered.

On what basis then can we talk®? I would like to make four re-
marks that bear on the Christian-Jewish relationship.

1. World Order. The Western world order of bourgeois liberality,
equality and brotherhood, which was established in the Enlightenment
and characterized by civility and personal equality is breaking down.
The problems of hunger, c¢f white versus color, of populatica growth,

of the remnants of colonialism and of nationalism in a non-white world:
these threatien the civility.

It is not clear what new order may emerge. Some, including some
fashionable Christians, maintain that the white West should move over,
say mea culpa and wait for forgiveness. While there is a certain mor-
al truth in this, one must ask whether Western ways were all that bad.
Was Idi Amin's Uganda really an improvement over British colonialism?

The threat to the Enlightenment order is especially a threat to
Jews because that form of society is the only one in which Jews have
been treated as other than strangers and aliens. To the extent that
liberal society has ceased to exist, to 1hat extent Jews have not
survived.

Now, on the whole, Christians think their faith is "right" and
would welcome Jewish conversions. Likewise Jews think their faith
is of ultimate value and would welcome adherents. But here in the
City of Man, a product of the Enlightenment, we have learned to live
together in ways in which we do not expect to live together in the
City of God. We affirm this untidy pluralism on the basis of En-
lightenment ideals, for such an affirmation has no substantive theo-
logical basis. Religious toleration and mutual affirmation are born
of the Enlightenment ideals of civility and equality.

T e - ——— - -
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Thesé very ideals and this very Western world order are put
in danger by Third World revolutions. Our aim should be to brang
the Third World past hunger, disease and instabilaity and into cavila-
ty. And this cannot be done by the destruction of that civilaty!
If we are going to bring decency intoc the world, it will be b{ the
extension of this non-revolutionary civility to a world-wide level.

2. The Inner Concerns of the Jewish Community. Up until now, thL
middle class has been the backbone of botn cﬁurch and synagogue. |
This is no longer so. We are dealing with middle class mobility,
:ith an aging population and with a religiously highly individualis-

¢ youth,

x'I.'he mobility of our society creates problems for the place-

oriented mainline religions. We munst find ways to reach people where
the{ are and share with them that they and we are part of a larger
fellowship.

. Religion and Politics. Not all that many years ago, the sacred
was the realm ol family, individual, church and synagogue. Now we
are seeing the secularization of the individual and the sacraliza-
tion of politics. Iran and the American evangeliacals are examples.

But the politics that knows what God wants 1s the politics of
disaster. Ayatollahs have no room for compromise. Theology or
ideology overcome decency, equality, etc. Such efforts are blas-
phemous because they assume that by our efforts we can produce the
Kingdom of God on earth. (It makes no difference whether the approach
is theological and uses religious language, or ideological and uses
philosophical language.)

Politics should be returned to the secular realm as the art of
the possible, and should be strapped of absolutism.

4. Zionism. Zionism is really the demand of Jews for affirmative
action. We are saying, "After eighteen centuries of depravation,
of right-lessness, we are entitled to one unequal act, one act of
reparation to create Justice.”

It is evident to all that Jjustice requires some compromise,
whether it be in India or South Africa or elsewhere. But why are
people so unwilling to compromise in the case of Israel alone? Why
is every form of affirmative action a praiseworthy idea except this
one, in which our "advanced" liberals demand some absolute 3us€i
according to some absolute standard? There are, I suspect, tw
standards, one of which holds Jews especially to account as *“Thblzcal
people. This would indicate that we have not yet truly secularized
the bablical land.

I say, You, world, deal with Zionism as affirmative action, and
leave Jews to deal with the real interests of Israel. Israel is not
perfect but, as Churchill said of democracy, compared to what?®

We see the Enlightenment world order breaking down; we see the
middle class, backbone of organized religion, scattered from its place
attachments by mobility; we see a sacral politics rising withan and
witnout our own communities, an ideological politics that calls Is-
rael to special account to adhere to special standards. This is the
world that we have and that we must face together.



SECOND PLENARY: "A CHRISTIAN ASKS THE QUESTION"

Dr. Schubert M. Ogden, Professor of Theology, Ferkins School
of Theology; Director of the Graduate Program in Religious
Studies, Southern Methodist University, Dallas

Do we as Jews and Christians live in the same world? Yes,
we do. Our understanding of the world is determined by the same
radically monotheistic faith in God.

To live "in tbh: same world" is to interact with each other out
of shared understar ,;ings of self and world. Insofar as we urderstand
self and world in t rms of radical faith in one God, then, we live in
the same world. T¢ wultimate context for us both is neither a void
nor an enmity, but che boundless love, the faithfulness whiaich is the
source and final end of all things. This mystery we both call "the
Holy One of Israel."

God's faithfulness mandates curs. Sin is disloyalty, faithless-
ness., God's promise of his grace i1s that by which we live. His
demand is that we understand ourselves solely in terms of that promise.

The corollary is also shared: our common understanding of
this revelation is that it is a special responsibility, not a call
to special privilege. We are chosen not for our sake, but for
God's sake. And our common sin is that we've used the revelation
as cause for boastang.

The traditions we have received are imperfect. Along with them
we have also both inherited a larger tradition, bigger than our com-
munal ones. These are the wider reiigious traditions of humankind.

In fact, the special Jewish and Christian traditions we have received
belong to a stream called the larger religious traditions of human-
kind. This larger stream, too, we thare.

The larger religious and cultural traditions are today chal-
lenging the special traditions of both Jews and Christians.

The modern Western world, science-based and technological, with
its understandings of freedom and rc¢sponsibility, has been with us
since the seventeenth century. 1Its lines of development were cllimaxed
by the Industrial Revolution and by the American and French revolu-
tions. The forms in which our respective revelations found expression
were called into change in the realm of belief and truth and in the
realm of action and justice. The mythological forms of Bible/tradi-
tion and the cultural order were both questioned. The questions were
responded to by the beginnings of the modernist and liberal movements.

This has given rise to a new situation, for we now face a post-
industrial age and a new demand for justice by a globally interdepen-
dent community.

We do not live in a nineteenth century liberal's world any longer.

There are three special challenges we face today:

1. _Freedom is what human religious history is an answer to. Men and
wc 'en are today movang toward recognizing freedom as freedom to be
the subject of history, not Just its victim. This has metaphysical
im-lications: this process and the changes it brings about are seen
ir the context of making history. This implies a shift from God's
ultimate responsibility to humanity's. Further, the classical under-
standing of God has been so identified with God himself that many
have seen their only real option to be the abandonment of faith in

- 3 -



God for atheism or humanism. The first challenge, then, i1s tc dis-
sociate ourselves from classical theism and develop a theism in
which both faith and ultaimate human responsibility are maintained.

Right now our theology is dominated by classical theism. Holo-
caust theology 1s an example of the problem it poses, for it ais
widely supposed to question the goodness and power of God. Yet
evil of whatever magnitude is problematic only to a theology that
posits God's power as unsurpassable and human responsibility as ul-
timately secondary.

-

" Yo
2. The Demand for Freedom by Women in Religious Communities. In my
experience as a teacher of theology, the problem focuses on God- ¢
language. We mist reexamine this language not because it is inade-
quate, although that's part of the problem, but because it 1s socrally
destructive -- and both Judaism and Christianity demand that socially
destructive forms be reversed.

The women's liberation movement, however, is only one particular
expression of a much larger challenge being put to us by all who
suffer exclusion from our established religious and cultural order,
including as well those who suffer in the Third World from racism
and classism.

This larger challenge calls into question the religious and
cultural traditions of both Chriastianity and Judaism, whether the
tradition sanctifies these injustices as in accordance with the will
gfliod, or ignores them by s