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- STATEMENT BY RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM, NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
~ DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE ON *NEW RIGHT EVANGELICALS"
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The current emergence of "the New Right Evangelieals® or "the
New Christian Right" has elfcited widespread interest and concern

emong millione of American citizens, among them, a great many
Amerfcan Jews,

- No responsidle and fallr-minded American questions the right
of fellow Americans of Evangelical Christian or any other religious
or moral persugsiémnm to participate fully as citigens in the political
process nor to advocate-the adoption of pu-lilc policy positions which
reflect their ideological »ent,

- —

During the past fifteen months, there have “een a num»er of
actions and statements »y major spokeemen of this newly-forged alliance
of several Evangelical Chrietian lead@re and ultre-coneervative

political organizers whioch have “ecome deeply trounl$ng toc many of ue,
- . Wy
and which require, we %“elieve, careful analytical scrutiny/“oth

ﬁfasiﬂentlal candidates and »y the Ameri can people; These concerns

center around the following major Bssues N

>

1) A mum-er of major spokesmen of “the New Christian Right! = .
aeserﬁithai'their'brimq?y purpoge in this election, and through
related political aetivity on the local levels, is "to Christianize

Amertoca," and to esta®lish "z Christian rapu-lie,"”

- -

i

‘ “That 1s a myth and 1t is an ideologically dangerous myth

for Américan demooracy which must not go uncontested, The only

period in American history during éh&ch anything resemkllngba sogoalled

- -+
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Christian’ Repu»lie" axiatgﬂawas.the eataﬁl%ehmoﬁfkﬁr theﬁﬂaeaaehuaetta

Bay Colony after 1629, That colony Was a Pufitan theooracy which .

-

yoked together ecclesiastical and oivil government, As every malor
church historian "acknowledges, the Puritan oligareRy songﬁz religious -
toleration for themselves but did not “elleve in relifious toleration

for othere, ;na that “(hristian repunlic® ocollspsed arfter a»out 50 -

-

years when dissenters such as Roger Williams 'fled persecution in
order to find freedom of conséience in Providence, Rhode Island,

- ~

. VWhat ie historically true is that Baptiet farmer=preachers,

Hathndlet(cirouiigrb&ara, and dissenting Presbyterians ;eéamg the

foremost ochamphons of freedom of comscience and religious li%erty,

and the prineiple of 1the separaticn of church and state. They suffered
persecution, imprisonment, and ;ﬁthleas harf;aament at the hand? of
the Anglican Esta™lishment in Virginie and elsewhere to uphold those- -
fundamental democratic priméiples not only for themeselves Yat for all
Amerigans, = #

= -~

It 1s »oth ironie and sad that gome of the spiritual heirs
of those Evangelical Ghrastians in Virginias today and elesvhsre haVe
chosen either to forget or to ignore that glorious achievement of
Amrican democratie pluralienm, ‘

2) A numher of ."New Christian Right® spokesmen regularly
gepeak of the "Golden Era® of "Evangelical Christian Amsrica® vhen
our f;rﬁears were suppbsedly deeply religious and highly moral people,
and “y contrast, we ‘today are sonvicted of religious and moral

-

ingdeguaoy.
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That is a myth, and itse gepetition'fands to 1mmohltza us in

unneeeasary guilt and eelf-dou™t, rather than enargiza us to face the

truth ahoutnour past and moral reepenalﬁllities in ther real world today

oo -
-

Ag every major churohuhigtorlen documents, "the great majority -
of Am&ricnnﬂ in the eighteenth eentury were outside ;ny chureh, and
there wamman overwhelming indifference to religions " Dr, William
Warren Sweet wrote (Revivaliem in America) that “taktné the eolonies as
a whole, the ratio of ehurch mem“erehip was one to 12," Dr Ro%rert R;
Handy states, “No more than ten percent o{ﬁﬁmerlcana in 1800 were mem%ers

of churchee ? (A History of the Churches in the United SBtates and Canada.)

Ae a result of the vaet la“or and the rough, uncouth hardshipe
encountered “y the plonesers,, frontier eommunities “ecame :::;:;hmand .
partially wild soeieties, with 11tt£§ or no social restraints, and filled
vith low vices and “rutal pleasurés The Weet was descri“ed as "the land
of sinful liverty" with large seotions of the froﬁtisr society de-auched
ard whiskey-gcdden The violénde and anarchy resulted in a “reakdown d}

reepect for emergiig ¢ivic authority

The Three Great Awakeninge in America - the first in the 13
coloniee from 1725-1770, the second, Weat of the Alleghanies, 1770-1830,
the third, 1865-1899, with the rise of city evangelism -~ were all
responses to the widespread decline of religion and the gegenerated

moral conditiong of the times, :

<

The point ie that there are more people affiliated with our

churehes and eynaguguee today than any time in the paet. And while we
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face real and eeriega;morgi'iesues in contemperary Amgriea and in the
trounled Io;ld, 1t sefves no userul purpose to imply that we are a
generation of moral pygmies when contraeted with our forfeare who were
snpposodi} moral élantg. Precisely recauee tﬁbre gra more Americans who

are religiously-committed today than im the past we are in a far 1'-ettcez-

x

qposltioa to morilizé conscience and moral will to cope constructively

- -

L] ahd raaliatically with ocur many pro»lems; That means thatvreligions T
f

- -

“and eivie leadership needs to speak to our “etter selves rather tham

~ L

" evoke pralyzing images of our worst selves, i #

" A’vital loaeen tht shauld ha‘dertvel from our past ie& that

when oonrronted with ths naaeive moral ohallenge; of the frentier soeicties,

~

evangelteal loaders - to their everlasting credit - launched a wide

-

range or-margl reforn movements as vyoluntary axgreaaloqg of tha‘churchea.
Organized henevddpnoe (‘Thé Benevolence Bnplro'*théee efforts were called)
wero ;re;ted for the poor and dountroddon. anti-alavery groune, temperance
saeleties, ald to youth, and%the military. With the exceotion of the

. Prohibition legislation calling for total a\stiunnee from aleoBolie
heveragos adopted. aé the 18th amendment.in 1920, , the anti-evolution lav,
and. the' Puriten Bahhath - all ef whleh-unhaequently eollapased and
resnlted in general disillusionment and losse of morale - all of the

B . L~

greut uaral reform mavoments,mare effeeted through internal, voluntaryf

ehnreh raaaureos. rathar than through'leglalative means of dominating the

gcvannnantx or the nation's pelltical naohlnery. .
- 3) Several "New Christian’ ngnm' apohesmen have asserted or -
tupXied® implied that “the -Founding Fathars“ of our nation perceived

America as "a Ghriatlaq‘naéghlld“. If you check their writings, you
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will fird’ thet sueh assertions sontradiet everything Benjamim Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madleon, and others steod and fought fer,

= F

Thue, Thomae Jefferson, wrote im his Virginig Statute for
Religious Freedom, "Almighty God hath created the mimd free, and that all
attemp;a to 1nt1ue§§a it by gempt or punighments or “urns or »y eivil
1n¢a§nettét1ona tend only to Xsg&h “eget hapits of hypoerisy and

meanness, and are a-departure from the planm of the Holy Author of eur

-~

- o

religion *
The-exercise of religion, Jeffereson added, 1: "a natural right”

whieh has “een infrémged ™y ‘the 1mpiouo presumption of 1eg1s1ators ‘and

&

[

rulers® to set ap their "ewn nodea ‘of thinking as the only true and . L
infallinle,” and "to compel a man to furnish contri™utions of money for

the provagation of opinione whieh he dis“elieves,' which is "sinful and

tyrannieal." M > 4

-t 4

In-hie Notes on Virginia, Jefferson stated; "The righis_er
conseience we never submitted, we eould mot submit _Ye are answerarle
ior fhen to:our-ﬁod Bnhjeet evinhon to eoareion. whou‘will yeu make
yuur 1nqulaitora?*Fgllihle men, man govarmed hy had passions, Wy pravate
a8 well as pu-lte reasons Any auJeet it te eoero%on? To produce unifprmity

But is uniformity of opinion desirable? No more than of faee and stature,"

] - - I z
¥

3 ¢
e I.would- commend such writinge of our Fofinding Fathers to
the Rev, Bailey Smith and othere who ghare his views_gbout uniformity
of coneeience and religion. Rév., Smith'e utterance awout "God not hearing

the prayer of a Jew" ie& not Eily religiously presumptuous and morally

offensive; it 1s dangerous to the future of aur democratie oluralistie.
b 7

=
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soelety He le esaying mot only that the Jewish people have Been‘}ivlng
a religiones lie for 4,000 yéare acrewms 30 eivilirations, he ig alse
asying that »eeausge they are religiously invalild there ie mo plaee for

them at Presidentiael inaugurations or peclitical eonventione, %

>

It is encouraging to us that literally hurdreds of Baptist
pastors and Christian seminsry fasulties and Jjust lay people have
1s8ued statements repmdiating his narrow viewe ae un-Chrietian and

an-American.

- -

4) The cempaign by some mem-ers of the "New Christian Right®
to eleet "worn-again Christiasns® only to ;uhlle offiee 18 anathema
to everythiag Americam democracy stands for, It violates Artiele
6 of the United States Constitution whiech forhide the exereize of
"a religiocus test” for any eitizen rurring for purlic offiee., The

Americen people must repudiate that amti-demoeratiec pamaetice

5) fhe most effective umax eritique of "single politiee”
cazpaigns and candidates is prévided »y the leading Evangelical jouraal,
Christienity Teday,(Sept. 19, 1980) ’ )

“Moral Majority anmd Christian Voice appear to emohaalize the
firet three prineiples of Evangelicals for Social Action more tham the
2others (that is, the family, every human life is saered (a“ortionm),
Religious and polttical freedom are Ged-given inaliena-le rights ) The
Bible deals with gll of them In faet, mro“akly more svgce in the Bible
is devoted to cells for jJuetiee and the eare for the voor than to the
faet that human 1ife is saered, though none cany deny that »oth are

Biblleal mandatee The eonecerne of the religiomne lonnies will avpeal to a
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wroader mange of‘Christians to the extent that they emphasize these other
equally Hi%liéal principlas o{ Justice, peade, stegardship of oar resources,
and care for the poor, as well ase 'profamily and prolife 1esues It is %2z a
case of "these ye ought to do nut .not to leave the others uhdone " Too
parrow a frent in “attling for a moral crueade, or for a truly wiwlical
inveolvment 1n’polit;ps, could »e disastrous It could lead te the election

of & mornn who hald} the right view on a“option °

6) ﬁaﬁﬁ of us are coneerned ahout the militant apocalyptic style
of some "New Christian Right" epokesmen This mentglity datses »ack to -
antiquity whenr im every eentury thaxuxnmlxsnﬂxaxntﬁnn;xnudxxuxzuxngxam;nsxzh
where there was vast social disarray and disoriéntation, there emerged a

"widesoread yearning among the masses, esvecally the poor and disinherited,
for a Messlanie savior joined -y an Emperor of the Last Daye who woulq
relieve soclety of 1its oporessien and moral deeay and usher iam the
Millenium "in which the world would »e imrha“ited -y a humanity at onece
parfectly good and perfedly happy * B

Thie revolutionary apocalypse X was dominated \y-eschgtologinal—
phantagles of a new Paradise on earth, a world purged of s;fferlpg_andein.
e K%agdou of Salnts. A prodigloms filmal struggl? would take place “etween

.%Ee hoste of Christ and the hoste of the Antichrist through which history

would attain ints rulfilnegt angd Jjustification

Before the Millenium eould dawn, however, migbelief had to “e
eliminatéd es a prelude to rea%izing the ideal of a wholly Christian world
In the eyee of the crusading Messdanie hordes (which “egan to form in the
Middle Ages) the smiting of the Moslems and the Jevws was to we the first

-

a
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Original documents
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eonflict Setween "the children of 1light" and the "children of _

‘\

darknesg‘“ There 1s too much.demonology im the current diacuuaion
vhieh apg;;rwa to ecneign political candidatee to “eing demollahed
as “aatanie - the moral hit 1iste with "100 percent zere ratings,"
"secular humanists standing at the side of satan.” Raasoned, eivil

dehate in an open demooracy requires ancther order of discourse

-
.

= 3

Oneka has a sense that some "New Rigﬁ%“ advocates pereceive
Auer1e£ as if it were a énup revival meeting wheose characterieties
méthal was te plunge inte anguish the einé;r«gver the a;a;e\éf his
goul, © ;f“iilng ahout a edhrention of fai%h »y overstnplifjing the
dealalo &8 & choiee “etween a clear good and an orvious evil, The
CiviI ¥War wae rondarad all the more 1ntranatgeant and painful %y
each gide claildiing t ﬂo was_on their eide, and *y portraying
the other sida as “1 dal‘ and "atheist " A mature America
@mErxex d aesorves a far more “alanced and thoughtful methed to
analyze its prohlems and to feqnulataﬂita regponses, anything less

than that ie an insult to the intelligence of the American people.

v
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PATRIOTISM AND PIETY - NEW RIGHT EVANGELICALS

The current emergence of the "New Right Evangelicale" or the
“New Onristian Right® 414 Aot Segin With the orgenisation of ‘the
Moral Hajority in June 1979 ‘'he nation'e press, TV and other mass
medhudisoovered‘ the evangelical right during the pmet year and has
treated it as a spéotaeulu: novelty, requltmhg frequently in ’
caricatures that tend to ohsc'ur; rather than to reveal the depths -
of ite historic importance as well ae ats'eham.ensaa to Amaﬁnan

politick and democratic plurdliem

The present phase of the surfacing of the "New Right Evangelicals’
dates back some ’thmy five yeare Following World War II, the South
underwent an extraordinary tranddbrmation in e;onomioa. polities,
eduocation and ’r;ngion. ‘ \ )

The South s today-the fastest growing reglon in thenatien.
"Pne sixteen states that make up the region we call the Bouth,f Ben J
Wattenbeeg and Richard M Scammon have o-eerved in This USh, "comvrise
the most poﬁulou; alnzs].o area in the nation Iiear;y eighty million
people live tl:tere and more Americens can olaim to he S?uthgrl}era than ecan
olaim to he anything else.®

ﬁeapzto aon—o recent, alovdovn. the population of the South
and Southwest is mushroom!.ng at dounle thm ‘national averaf@e, with
more than B5% of the natlonﬁ-s population growth now taking place in
these axaasx states., As a matter of straight sensus fact, the South
is today more uri®en than not - almost 60% = and there is solid evidenece

of mountmg, wealth, nodern 1nduatry. and 1‘~ran% grovth in many Southern

> -~
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areas. 1

As the 1976 Presidentigl elections demonstrated, no politicel

" party can win a presidential eledtion without some of the eleven states

of the 0ld Confederacy, and their cousin “order states who control

163 eleotoral votes - 60% of the magical 270 needed for vietory,

- A growing nunher of “SBoutherners are” deeply oonaclous of th:la selemic
change in “‘American l.tfe and speak unabashedly of 1t.‘ somet imes m

hsa.dy. triumphalistie tems A reshuffling of pover is taking pime

1n Ameriea ‘today that has :mt!nns at all to do with political prt 1ea
nﬂteleciiona." Go:':er:i;t: Reuben Askew or Florida said raosntly."?ha
wheel of povwer in this anation ie turaing, unmlstnk?hly end undenia»ly

- -

from the North to. the Bouth ¢ - -

- Acoonpnnying - or perhap- more necurately - integrally involved .
*"with thie “eecular’ transformation or the ﬂouth has “een an egually
vigorous religious transformation Aocordlng to the Southern Baptist
Handbook , the populatione of the Iun'belt states, excluding Galifornia

_and Hawall, grew 38% from 1950-1970, vhua the population proentage

.

of Southern Baptists grew 64’ The Sonthem Baptiste are _among the fastest
srowtng denominatiocns in thia country, numbering 12.7 nnllo:m mem“ers.

But then are alos eone 30 assogiations and groups of independentx vh? now
bring the numher of Bnptiatv in the natim to 30 millida, _
N When you include other Eungel teals - Bouthern Methodists, Sothern
Presbyterians, Aeaembln -of God nmong others -evangelicals today

aumber ahut 50 mnuon Americans. " &

-~ %he-Baptiste have apraad far begong thée South and “order states

in recent years, and there are now Baptists in all 50 states who are

- e
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alignad with the Bouthern oaptist Convention, Today. the Southern
Baptiats are tha-iargeat Protestant denonination in the United Statos
Sone church historians predict that “they 3111 eventually become the %

-

largest church in the world.“ APr. James T, Baker )

L -
r - « I -

Today, "»orn again® evangelical Christians represent 20 percent
of the adult popnlntion; and numher oieé 30 million potential voters,

S <
= — — Fory vl -
= e -

As shall We indicated “elow, there have heen three wajor- )
religious revivals that:swept aeross kerica in the 18th and 19th eenturies,
Enown as “the Great Awakentnss.‘ !hn prasent upsurge of the “New Right
Evangelioals® appaars té}he a rallphloun SPoutth Great Awgkqging.'
There are twe distinetive features in the preseat revival that have
not egiated hefore in Ammfluaﬁ religious-and politicgl history

Firat. the growing domination of 'the eleotronie chureh' ny
chattematic égangelical preachere who elcin to reach 86% of “the nation's
homes (50 million viewers weekly), andm who raised in 1979 a cohined
totel of at least 4150 militom, PR ‘q . ) *

Second, the forging of ai alliance hetween ‘alpetronie nreaohers'
and ultrnwoonservatlva politioal groups hsndod ny skilled professionsl
political organizers R While there hae “een a precedent of evangelleéal
preachers joining forees with "Christian’ bhusinesemen to "Christianize
Ameria " - especially “eginning with the “Third Great Awakening"in
1859 - this appears tduék‘Ehe first time in Ameriea's history that
evangelical leadere have coqaoi&hsly set_out to form with pmoresslonalh
politiocians “aﬁhevangelleai political lo~ny" for the purpose of
moh1lizing "the Christian vote® and to eleet "worn-again Chrigtians"

into punlic office
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. How does one explain thie extraordinary aesertion of the "New
Right Evangelieals" in American-politice today?

- In many ways, thq_preaent*developmegt conforms to earlier
e;hnsélioal pattern; in ou; Hayion‘s history. ’

Bach of the earlier Jthree'great awakeninge' wae anmaEzixex ’
evangeldeal reeponse to maseive eoeial and religloues disloeations tiat“{
resulted from hﬁée migratione of populntians -

The firet religious revival was that of * Th; Grea; Golon}al
Awakening" that took place from roughly 1725-1770, It was essentially
e response of evangelioal lemaéig to the disintegrating consequencee _
aX for morals and manners, the decline of religion, that resultedf from

European peoples %

the traneplanting ot/llxtnxtnnxrﬁit—migrnted seroes the Atlantie
to the New World, with.1te coarse and rough conditions of life -

The Seocond Awakening took place “-etween 17703—£8309 This
was the period of immense population move@gnts from the East to the,
vallgys west of the Alleghanies (11 new states were then admitted to
the union ) As a conseq;egoé of thie vast migration which filled the
cont;nent from the Alleghanies to the Pacifie, the religious and mo ral
eondition of the country as a whole was regaréed “y church histoiians

s
g8 having "reached the lowest e“. quite posri*ly in the entire history

.

of the American peopls !

in bvoth migrations ther conditione of vast lahor, rough and

‘coarse Xa%s®x hardBhips accompanying the pioneering life resulted in
* violent

8 partially/and wild socilety, with no soclial restraints, a wreakdown in
respeei_for authority, low vieee, “rutal pleasures including the killing
of Negro elaves and the mascacre of Indians. The West w;a descrired as

"the land of sinful li“erty" with large sectione of the fnontier soclety
ar

*r -
~ e e
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The "Third %reat Amekening® concided with the rise of the
olty, the dewline of the frontier, and the emergence of modern
uren America This was the period of mass immigration of foreign-
~ PBorn, and city evangelism whieh reached its heydey from 1865 to 1899
was intended to reach thousands who logt condact with the chwrches
in the anonymity of the »urgeoining urkan centers *

T+
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““QGabauohed and -hishay-aodden ‘Drunkenness fueled %y pervasive home-made

whiskey %“ecame tha greateat church discipline preo*len -

>

“Whatever man or ramily removed to any nsw oountry.“ Horace

-

lushnell wrote_ 1n 1847. ”made a large remove-to bar-arism " .

- = &  —amhman s
o e o -~ - - -

Sl i i Our oontemporary "New Right Evangelicals®’ oontlnuoualy preach

avout "the Golden Age" of America, that our nation was ”a Chrietian

- nation" in 1ts earllast daxn That is a myth, and the historic data
»iie» Yelles that myth. New England was the gggt chupched section of
) the colonies, and here churdh memherchip was a\out‘i to 87in 1760

In the Middle Colonies, conslsting malniy of’aérman and’ Scotéh-Irish

immigrants, it was 130 15 In ths aouthern eolonies. even uith its

estanlisghed Anglioan churahaa. 1t was 1 to 20 Taking the ooloniea

as a whole, the ratio of ohurahed to unchurched was about -l to 12

In hie 'Hiatogy of Revivalism,® Williaz Warren Sweet writes, "The

great majority of Americens in the 18th century were outside any

church,” and there was "an overwhelming indifference to religion,"
=

-
o -—

- The firet two "great awakenings" were started Wy evangelical
leaders ae a consclous effort to counter the moralvhlaintagfhtion )
and the pervasive lack of affiliation with Bhurdhes that charactefized

b g
much of the 1ife of the selonles and the western froantier.

In the .

-
-

third awakening, *ig time evangelism was spearheaded “y such "professional
evangellsts" as Dwight'L uooay‘ana later Billy Sundey They sought
to tight the grosser sins nommon to city life. to 1ift moral stanaarda

by conoentrazing on »ringdng about reformed lives.

1 -~
= +
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The present day "Feurth Great Awakening" therefore conforms

to eariier pattern; of evangaiicai revivals “y addressing itself to
Jthe ocurrent "mglaise of America" and hy seeking to hring ghout a
moral and spiritual transformation of its altherents and of the society
at large. - ) - -

But there are other continuities - and discontinuities - that
the present reviv;l hag with thq‘earlier avakqpings that ééé instructive

1) Odé of the most*slgnlricant features - indeed achievements -
of the first great awekening togk‘blaoe in its "Sogthern phas;' wvhioh
began arcund 1775 ia Hanover Gounty, Virginia Anglicanism was the
estahlished churoch of Virginia and persecuted remorselessly the-dissenting
Baptiete,mad Methodists, and Presbyterians., Bince the days of Roger
-Williame who fled the !aghaohuaetts Bay Oolony's oppressive Puritan
othndoxw to achieve rreeﬁom of oonaolence (the first Baptist church
in Amerioa was eatabltahed pnlnanlly to énforce that principle in
Providence, Rnode Ihlundl}éthn Bappists were the foremost champions
of the prineciple éf the e@eparation of church and etate and complete
religious 1liverty. Together with dissenting Methodiets,and Pré;hytbrians.
they were responsihle for flooding the General Court with bagltlttune
demanding mguak the full right to every free exercize of religion ¥without
molestation or danger of incuréiqéhkny penalty wh;tagevef.'

In Virginia, it took a ten-year contest, which Jefferson called
the eeverest of his life, to separate church from statd. Finally, the
Virginia 8tatus of Religious Li*erty drafted hy Jefferson - and hased
on James Madlson's Virginis Declaration of Rxgﬁta-; was passed ny the
Assemhly on January 16, 1786 The exerciee of religion, it declares, 1s

@ "natural right® which hae heen infronged hy “the impious presumption
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’ of legislateore and rulars“ to set up up their “own modeo of" fhtnktng

- ag the only true and J.nfnlihla." and “to nompel a m to furn.tah’
contri»utions of money for the _propagation of opinionu Uhich he -
dienelievés," whieh is *gnful and *'.:yr‘smm.t.'uea.l.i~

fhe staigte roundly deelared, “Né-man ehall he compelled to frequent

~ or support any ralxgiéua worehip, plases or mfhtstry nhateOQVer.“ It even
warns later assem®lies that any attanpt on their part to tampar wlth thie
law “will hé an 1nrr1nsement of natural rtghta ¢ That aetion rormally
launched the -present.epoch of Americam chureh-state rslationo. %

Ironiaally. hoth the Rev. Jerry Falwell who heeds the Horal~HaJority

and the Rev Pax Rowerteon of the 700 Clu» have thelr national headquarters

-

. in Vtrginta.“?helr aanpn&gn to try to 'reeetaﬁllah“ a “Christian America®

.=

and'to vote only "hofn-ngaln Christians" into pu%lie office cleerly
rune fiounter to everythlns Thonas Jerferaon. James Madison,.the- Virginia
> Aaaenhly stood ror. anf for whlch the early Baptiats sacrlflced their

lives. -

R & . - e t

d 2) Like-their latter-day dewcendants, “"the-electronic preachers,”

the founding fathers of. the-evangelical revival noveﬁ@nta*ware deeply
concerned about “the mérael malaise” oi Americang But their methods
were significantly spiritual and moral rather than political. They
addressed themselves £§ the conversion of indi¥idual coneciene and to
the development of vgst programs of voluntfiry social reform rather than
toe campalgas {pr taking ovqf’the political machinery of their agcietios
Thus the Baptiet and Methodist revivalists, who eddressed their
gosepel of repentance to the eommon man, soucht to become the moral
eourts of the frontier. Their frontier ohurches and vreachers were

Tl
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intensely individuglistie with their mem»ers, and They exercized
rigid disciplinary oversight over them

Baptist churches wagtohed over the conduect of their ~members and held
regudar church meatlngaqto hear charges of immoral conduct, requeting
repentance of sinners Methodist camp meetinge gave elass tickets to thonse
in good moral standing Preswyterians eset up the institution of "fencing
the tanles" éis“arrlgg from church services those mem“ers who violated ‘
the Ten Commandments, and giving %tokens? allowing attendance at services
to those who Gaintalned high standarde of 1life and conduct

Under the influence of John'VWegley's teaching on the imporfianee
of "social holiness," there developed "The Dootrine of Dialnterésted
Benevelence! and vast programs of soclal refernm were piloneered as
voluntary expressions of the churches Organized benevolence were
created for the poor and downtrodden, anti-glavery grnuvs, temperance
gocities, ald to youth, and the n1113sry (These revivalistse efforts
laid the foundation for the social gosvel movement that 1i%erdk churches
were to adopt in thée 20th oéhtury ) :

It ie olear that the aarly’EAptlsts and Methodiste relied on their
own internal church resources for bringing a%“out a deepened spiritual
1life and” for meeting the moral and human needs of ?heir oommunicants
It 18 difficult to velieve that they would -have countenanced the effotts
of thelir spiritual dedcendants, "the electronic ;ieaehereﬂ and their
politicd allies, in resorting to means of d;minating the government and

the political machinery for effecting spiritual andm moral change

e o
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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL ¢ 1809 Tower Building ¢ Dallas, Texas 75201 (214) 747 3531

DATE March 26, 1981 cc: Jim Rudin
Judy Banka
TO. Marc Tannenbaum Inge Gibel
Harold Applebaum
FROM Milton Tobian Abe Karlikow

I have attended most of the sessions of the Conference on Power in Church
and Society, put on by the Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention in Dallas, March 23-25.

It was a reasonably good conference, designed to sop up and counter the
underpinnings Of the New Religious Right. This took the form of bringing
in a noted Bible translator to scoff at inerrancy, to John Henry Falk
talking about the First Amendment,to a debate between John Buchanan and
Gary Jarmin. I was most impressed with a Robert Bellah, Proféssor of
Sociology, Unaiversity of California, who applied great scorn o6n the
failure of morally pretentious people to identify with or respond to the
needs of the poor

Andrew Young addressed the gathering on Wednesday morning on a race
relations theme. His main thesis was thdat thé civil rights struggle 1s
now almost totally in the area of economics. During a question period, he
expanded on his theme by stating that America needed to retool 1ts thinking
to better capture international markets and,thereby, 1lift ourselves out

of economic doldrums. As an example, he stated that we had been able to
make ourselves sit down with two former terrorists, Mendchem Begin and
Anwar Sadat, and therefore, should be able to stomach inviting the remaining
terrorists players, including the Palestinians, to a conference table. He
suggested with this statement that our failure to do so had effectively
closed out Arab marketing opportunities. There was no reaction to this
answer, even though there had previously been a standing ovation after his
main address.

Even though the design of the conference was to be strongly critical of the
electronic and New Religous Right, a few of the presentors demonstrated
some internal conflict within themselves by revealing that they, themselves,
were concerned about the "humanism'" of today's society.

Foy Valentine and the rest of the staff of the Christian Life Commission

did themselves oud w1th both the form and substance of the seminar. This

1s for your informatio
President JACK LAPIN ® Honbrary Presidents REUBEN W ﬁSKANA,SE DR JACK H KANA

B Vice Presidents DAVID GLICKMAN NOEL GRAUBART STEPHEN M KAUFMAN HARR |/ Kpmp
MIRIAM MENDELL B Treasurer DR AUGUST GOLDSTEIN JR B Executive Board JO /
FISCHER MURIEL FOLLODER EVERETT GINSBERG REUBEN M GINSBERG ELLENE GLASSMEN ARTH ANICE D GOLDSTEIN BARBARA GORELICK PAULA GRINNELL
MARC GROSSBERG LOUIS KARIEL JR ANN KAUFMAN MICHAEL KENTOR HANNE KLEIN #1 ) "LAFPIN B.RRL I.EE THOMAS LEMANN DR HERBERT LESSER RABBI EUGENE LEVY,
BEN MARKS LINDA MAY ARNOLD MAYERSOHN SAM PERL IDELLE RABIN LEON RABIN STANLEY A RABIN BARBARA RAKOOVER VICTOR RAVEL MORRIS RISKIND DR WILLIAM
RODDY ENID' ROSENFELD GARY SACHNOWITZ JACK SATIN RABB! ROBERT SCHUR DR JOSEPH SELMAN CAROLE R SHLIPAK JAY SILVERBERG JOE B SINGER ALBERT SKLAR
BEN SOLNICK SAM STRAUSS JR ROBERT WASSERMAN

MILTON | TOBIAN Southwest Regional Director B MILES ZITMORE Assistant Area Dirsctor ® SANFORD KANTER Houston Area Director

1 RAYMOND D NASHER DR ARNOLD H UNGERMAN 1 WEINER
LOWENBERG DR HUGH L WOLFF FRANCES ZIMET ® Secretary
va ALBERT EGER LOUIS FENSTER STUART FERER MILTON



A SEMINAR
SPONSORED BY
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION OF

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

\ZlSSpm
,‘/2lspm

/300pm
330pm

“By Appomntment Only,”
L D Johnson, Chaplain,
Furman University,
Greenville, South Carolina

“Power The Subjunctive
Possibilities,”
William L. Hendricks,
Professor of Systematic
Theology and Philosophy
of Religion,
Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary,

San Franaisco, Califormia

Break

“Cvil Religion and the Use of
Power,” Robert Bellah,
Professor of Sociology,
Unuversity of Califormia at
Berkeley, California

CONVENTION Disgiissiog
March 23-25, 1981 430 pm  Dinner
The Dallas Hilton Hotel —_ p. Y iV o g
p m residing 1am er, III,

Dallas, Texas Director of Christian

; Citizenship Development,

MONDAY, MARCH 23 Chnstian Life Commussion,
SBC
H000 Kegmintion Prayer Guy Greenfield, Professor
130 pm  Prestding Foy Valentine, of Chnistian Ethucs,
Executive Director, Christian Southwestern Baptist
Life Commuission of the Theological Seminary, Fort
Southern Baptist Convention Wortl:l‘, Texas )
Nashville, Tennessee Music ]esus”Calls Us O’er
// Prayer Phil Strickland, Director, the Tumult
Chnstian Life Commussion, P ”
Baptist General Convention of 705 pm' Idolatry—American Style,
Texas, Dallas, Texas L D Johnson
Program Orientation ”

W David Sapp, Director of 725pm '‘Appropriate Christian .
Organization, Christian Citizenship Two Views,

[ Life Commuission, SBC John Buchanan, Former
Sf—— e e e S B Congressman from Alabama,- -
N 150pm  Music “Prase to the Father,” and Gary Jarmin, Executive

The Baptist Campus Ministry Director, The Chrishan Voice,”

4 Singers, Florida State Washington, D C

: University, Tallahassee, Discussion
=i Flonda
A Mitch Simpson, Director <15  Adjourn

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

900am

905am

\AZSam

1025am

\/1045am

1145am

/Oopm

/205pm

320pm

Presiding W Dawvid Sapp
Prayer A C Miller, Professor
of Theology, Fruitland Baptist Bible
Institute, Hendersonville,
North Carolina
Mussc “‘Stir Thy Church, Oh
God, Our Father”

“The Church in an Age of
Revolution,” L D Johnson

“Power and the First Amendment,”
John Henry Faulk, television
personality, Madisonville,

Texas

Discussion

Break

“"Christtan Women and the Use
of Power,” Minette
Drumwright, homemaker and
writer, Little Rock, Arkansas

Discussion

Lunch

Presiding Foy Valentine
Prayer Twila Smith, Professor
of Sociology, Southwest
Baptist College, Bolivar,
Missour1
Music “Break Thou the Bread
of Life”
“Show, O Lord, Thy Blessed Face"

“On Doing the Truth,”
L D Johnson

"“Church and State' The Separation
. of Powers,”” James M Dunn,

" Executive Director, Baptist

Joint Commuttee on Public
Affairs, Washington, D C
Discussion

Break '



/345;:111

445p m

700pm

705 p m

725pm

825pm

925pm

“By What Right? Biblical Authonty

for the Church Today,”
Robert G Bratcher, Research
Associate, Translation
Department, Amerncan Bible
Society, Chapel Hill, North
Carolina

Discussion

Dinner

Prestding W David Sapp
Prayer Bruce Mclver, Pastor,
Wilshire Baptist Church,

Dallas, Texas
Music ““So Send I You”

“A New Fundamental,”
L D Johnson

“Power and Peace,” Richard Bamet,

Director, Institute for Policy
Studies, Washington, D C
Discussion

“The Christian Pulpit and Secular
Power,” Ernest Campbell,
author and preacher,

New York, New York

Discussion

Adjourn

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25

\/ 900am

Presiding. Foy Valentine

Prayer Dan L Gnffin, Pastor,
Chiff Temple Baptist Church,
Dallas, Texas

_ Music “There s a Balm in

\/9 25am *The Power of a Church in
Commumity,” Daniel Vestal, Jr,
, Pastor, First Baptist Church,
Midland, Texas
Discussion

1015am Break

030am “Race Relations in America
The State of Affairs,”
Andrew Young, Former U S
Ambassador to the United
Nations, Atlanta, Georgla
Discussion

‘/11 25am  Summary and Evaluation
W David Sapp

1130 am “They Were Not Able,”
Roger Lovette, Pastor,
First Baptist Church,
Clemson, South Carolina

12 00 noon  Benediction Presnall Wood,
Editor, The Baptist Standard,
Dallas, Texas

Adjourn

—Gulead” e
“We Shall Walk Through the
Valley”’

“A Future and a Hope,”
L D Johnson

The Christian Life Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention
460 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
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CAN'A J'EW VOTE FOR RONALD REAGAN? ™ “'"’"'_“«”‘:-”‘;?'?"I,ZTV

=" The Move to “Re-Christianize’ America—

~ . By HERB FOX

Cec:

L.A Times
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wholesale immgration of Italians and Jews

y father, a Warsaw ghetto survivor,
will vote for Ronald Reagan on Nov 4
—casting his ballot for a Republican pres-
. idential candidate for the first time 1n lus 32
. years as an American He says he 1s voting

agamnst Carter
The President’s farlures, in the eyes of the
. Jewish-American commumty, overshadow
his one real triumph in foreign policy,
bringing Israel and Egypt to the barganing
! table at Camp David His waffling on the

UN vote against Israel in March and Billy

Carter’s relationship with anti-Zionst Li-

bya have bred suspicion and resentment,

sohdifying the disillusionment with the

Democratic Party that began with George

MeGovern's candidacy in 1972

But whatever objections Jewish voters
have to Carter, they should carefully ponder
the implications of the alternative electing

. a man whose major supporters wish to “re-
, Christiamze” America Fundamentalist
night-wing Christiamty, both 1n the Urnuted
States and abroad, hustorically has incorpor-
ated or tolerated anti-Semuitism. Fueled by a
fear of social change and a sense of moral
self-nghteousness, its followers wiewed
Jews as outsiders, or worse .

Today’s fundamentalist New Right clings
to a sumphstie, paranoid perception that
“radicals, perverts, Lberals, leftists and
_ Communists” are responsible for the na-
< tion’s woes

“We've got to bring some holy fear to the
American system before 1t destroys us,” de-
clared one preacher at an evangelical rally
featuring Reagan as a keynote speaker

Not long ago, the 1deological forerunners
of the New Right blamed America’s prob-
. lems not on secular liberalism but on a con-

spiracy of Jews During the 1920s and 30s,

men hke Henry Ford and Father Charles

Coughlin carried on the tradition of what

historian Richard Hofstadter called “‘the pa-

ranoid style of American politics ” They ex-
plamned away economic and pohtical diffi-

. culties with tirades against the “interna-
tional Jew "

Anti-foreign, protectionist tendencies

.reached a peak in the 1920s, when the
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comncided with a conservative backlash One
historian described the era as “probably un-
matched in American history for xenopho-
bia and paranoid suspicion.”

The national mood was set by the 1919

Rea Scare (which warned of a consprracy -

by German-Jewish bankers and Russian-

Jewish Bolsheviks) and US Atty Gen. A
Mitchell Palmer’s raids on thousands of
aliens and suspected Communists, anarch-
ists and radicals Durng the post-war de-
pression begmnming 1n 1920, Ku Klux Klan
membership grew from 5,000 40 5 mullion,
and Ford began to reprint in his wadely read
Michugan newspaper excerpts from “The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” a vitriolic,
anti-Semutic document.

The 1930s saw a new wave of Christian
conservative reaction, this time with
avowedly fascist leanings The Silver Shirts
was a group that advocated the creation of
an American fascist dictatorship, to be call-
ed the Christian Commonwealth Father
Coughlin, a popular radio personalty, ha-
rangued about the Jewish role in the ongins
of communism and urged the creation of a
“state-capitalist” system Coughlin's orga-
nuzation put its own presidential candidate
on the ballot in 1936, and got 2% of the vote

World War II redirected America’s con-
cerns to a more threateming enemy than
“international Jewry,” and so nght-wing
paranola was held m check unil the
mud-1950s, when McCarthyism ushered in
the New Right.

The relatively moderate public voices of
the New Right still mamntain that a dark
conspiracy controls the US political sys-
tem, and still seeks scapegoats on whom to
blame the nation s 1lls Phyllis Schlafly, the
prominent anti-equal nghts amendment ac-
tivist and long-time Reagan supporter,
wrote 1n a 1964 pro-Goldwater tract that a
“small group of secret kingmakers” within
the Republican Party are “perpetuating the
Red Empire m order to perpetuate the high
level of federal spending and control” and
are nominating only those presidential can-
didates who “will sidestep or suppress the
key 1ssues

Schlafly has addressed such overtly anti-
Semutic groups as the Liberty Lobby and
the Rev Billy James Hargis’ Christian Cru-
sade She has also named Henry Kissinger

as a member of a conspiracy to weaken

—
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cording to her, have been Robert McNama-gl
ra, Walter Lippmann, Clark Clifford, Aver-,
ell Harmman, Dean Rusk and J W:.Usam
Fulbright.)

Schlafly represents a new generation af
Chnstian nght-wing 1deologists wno are far
too adroit to make anti-Semitic statements -
After all, anti-Semtism went out of style
after the Holocaust, due as much to the sub-
mergence of European-Jewish identity into
mainstream culture as to Chnistiar guilt

There are occasional shps by public.
officials, such as the 1974 warming aganst.
the “Jewish nfluence” in meda and
government by the late Gen George S
Brown, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff But most Americans treat these'
with embarrassment and disdain

Amernican Jews must not view this fash-
10n of tolerance with a blind eye to the past_
The fundamentalist New Right, uke the old _
does not share the pluralistic. secular
democratic 1deals that make Amenca safe
for Jews and other religious, racial and po-
hitical minonties Even if Jews are not now
castigated by name, the political strategy of
someone like the Rev Jerry Falwell (“Get
them saved, baptized and registered”),
clearly excludes them.

The reactionary right has been lookmg
for an “acceptable” Republican cana.date
ever simnce Barry Goldwater’s 1964 defeat
gave the party back to the relatively liberal *
Kastern wing A Presdent Reagar won'd’
not mean an American pogrom but as Pauj‘
Weyrich of the rght-wing Commuttee for
the Survival of a Free Congress said “We'
are no longer working to preserve the status
quo We are radicals, working to overturn

the present power structure in this coun-=-

Jewnsh voters did not support such night—

1

"

L4
‘

wing presidential contenders as Goldwater- -
or George Wallace, who ran as a third-party -

candidate in 1968. But, as the case of my,
father shows, a conservative mood has
shaken loose the hiberal hold on the Jewish
vote

In this close race, that vote 1s being wooed
as never before by both major parties (and
by independent candidate John Anderson)
Carter may be unacceptable to many But
can a Je ¢ vote for Ronald Reagan”? a

Herb Fox 15 a Santa Barbarae Jaumahst

A
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE -13- FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1980

BAPTISTS WARN OF JEOPARDY
FROM RELIGIOUS RIGHT-WING

By Religious News Service (10-10-80)

WASHINGTON (RNS) ==~ Current activities of the religious right
"may pose a more dangerous threat to the American principle of church-
state separation than any previous movement," says the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs. '

In a position statement adopted at its semi-annual meeting here,
the agency called on voters to "examine candidates both on the basis
of their personal character and on the basis of their public posi-
tions." It cautioned against judging candidates ''on the basis of ~
highly“selecttve, egssentially political rankings of the religious
right,

Dr, James M. Dunn, who will become executive director of the
Baptist Joint Committee Jan. 1, asserted that "a careful look at the
so-called 'mew right' reveals that the persons and ideas bearing that
label are really the old extremists, both religious and political,"
He warned that "there's a particular danger in this linkage because it
lends a thin veneer of virtue to the rigid and outworn economic and
political theories of the past."

Rep. John Buchanan, Jr., a Southern Baptist minister who was de-
feated in the Alabama Republican primary this year after 16 years in
the House of Representatives, declared that he was '"the first real
victim of a movement that is very much alive in the United States and
that is looking for many other victims.'

Members of the Moral Majority organization campaigned actively
against Mr. Buchanan, accusing him of being soft on military defense
and of opposing public school prayer. The. incumbent was defeated by
Albert Lee Smith, Jr., a Birmingham insurance agent.

While commenting that the religious right was ''greatly encour-
aged" by his defeat, Mr., Buchanan asserted that "their main target is
President Jimmy Carter,"

Elizabeth J. Miller, general secretary for issue development of
American Baptist Churches, became the first woman to be elected to
chair the Baptist Joint Committee, The agency is supported by eight
U.S. Baptist bodies.

=0~ PAGE ~13-
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THE NEW RIGHT

A Background Memorandum

No political phenomenon of the past two decades, wath the possible exception
of the "Wallace movement," has attracted as much media attention as that now being
bestowed on the so-called New Right. Several bocks, scores of magazine articles,
and countless feature stories in newspapers all over America have examined, attempted
to define and assess the sigmificance of this political force as the 1980 presidential
campaign unfolds.

Defining the New Right or its parameters frequently depends on who does the
defining. As yet there 1s no consensus as to i1ts ultimate objective despite freguent
declarations by New Raght influentials that what they seek 1s "power" sometime within
the next decade and that their ultamate aim 1s to capture the Presidency of the
Umted States in the 1980s.

At the outset, 1t should be stated that the New Right has little relationship,

1f any, with the so-called Old Right, just as the Old Right had little in common with

"Conservatives." The O0ld Right, whach in the late 1950s and early 1960s was frequently

referred to as the Radical Right or the Right Wing Extremsts, for all practical purposes
+ has faded into obscurity. The hallmarks of such groups, intimidation and incitement

to violence, as perscnified by the John Birch Society, the various "Christian Crusades,"

the Church League of America "Forums" and Citizens Councils are today among the stock

in trade elements of the variocus Klan and Nazi groups. At the extreme right of the

political spectrum, they are today's exemplars of the "lunatic fringe.”

To be sure, the Birch Society still exists though tiYed and ineffective. It
persists in describing itself, with a degree of accuracy, as an "educational"™ force
as distainguished from "political" force. It 1is also quite probable that individual
members of the John Birch Society embrace some of those causes pramoted by the New
Right and some former members are involved in New Right groups. It is equally true
that the Society itself has assumed positions identacal to those of the New Right.
The major difference between the John Birch Society and the New Right stems from the
0l1d Right's obsession with the exastence of a vast monolithic commmist conspiracy
seeking to take over America bit by bit. The New Right, more pragmatic and realistic
and far more astute in working within the system, sees the "elitast Eastern Liberal
Establishment" as "the enemy.”

Conservatives, somewhere to the right of the center of the political spectrum, are
distainguishable from the New Right, as New York Times White House correspondent
Steven Weisman has noted, in that they contimue "to defend preserving the existing
status and privileges as a product of free enterprise, merit, and equal opportunaty.”
Moreover, today's conservatives might be described as "talkers and writers" whereas the
New Right personalities and groups are "doers."

As a movement, the New Right has managed to achieve an unusual blend of zealotry
and pragmatism. It wall join with some groups with whom it has little in common to
achieve an objective. A distinguishing characteristic is i1ts negativism. It 1s
mgainst' far more than 1t endorses. It 1s a coalition of anti-establishment rebels and
political mavericks seeking to slay the dragon of Eastern elitism by mobilizing the
mddle class through social protest. It disdains party labels, insisting that they are
no longer relevant. It is dedicated to limited govermment, free enterprise, and a
strong national defense and, according to Alan Crawford, author of Thunder on the Right,
1t has crafted a populism for the 1980s by "orgamizing the discontented, mobilizing
the disinherited, dislocated and disgruntled against the upper classes.”

The basic strategies of the New Right evolved from the premise that the exasting
Republican - Democratic party system i1s not effective; that the federal goverrment 1is
too remote fraom the people and 1s unresponsive to prevailing public opimion; and that
a new conservative coalition joiming Democrats, Republicans, and Independents alike
1s needed to displace the existing governmental elite and restore fiscal responsibility,
military preparedness and a more family-church-neighborhood oriented culture. To achieve
1ts political objectives 1t has made common cause with the plethora of "single issue"
groups -- tax reform, anti-abortion, anti-gun control and the like.



Siumply put, New Raight strategy is aumed at capitalizing on people's discontent.
To do so effectively they have adopted a tough minded pragmatism —- 1f an issue or a
campaign does not work, dump 1t and go on to samething else that does. Loyalty to
1ssues takes precedence over loyalty to political parties — they are willing to work
with anyone in any party although most of the New Right influentials are nominal Republicans.

While the New Right 1s far more politically sophisticated than was the Old Right
and 1ts tactics and strategies bear little resemblance, on occasion they do employ
extremist tactics to achieve a political objective. Some New Rightists are not above
such tactics as distorting an opponent's point of view, or engaging in what some have
charged as character assassination. Campaign material is frequently designed to
frighten recipients or unjustifiably besmirch liberal Congressmen by utilizing
shibboleths of another era such as labeling foes "left wing extremsts."”

Closely allied with the secular New Right, by vartue of a commonality of political
interest, 1s the so-called "Christian New Right." A dozen or more Protestant ministers
who, through the medium of television evangelism are national religious figures,
have recently become political activists.

In keeping waith the amorphous character of the New Rught, its interlocking
leadership, and 1ts tactical approach of joining wath like minded groups to achieve
cammon objectives, 1t was inevatable that entities of the secular and religious raght
would establish a working relationship.

The bonding element for the political New Rightists and the politically conservative
evangelicals 1s a deep involvement of both with the so-called "famly issues." Both
groups bitterly oppose any legaslation facilitating permissive abortion, supportive
of ERA and liberalization of legislation relating to homosexualtiy. Both groups are
ardently in favor of mandatory prayer in the public schools and a strong national defense.

At the mament, the major effort of the political evangelicals 1S on grassroots
organization, targeted to influencing the outcome of local and Congressional elections.
Saud Paul Weyrich, one of the leaders of the New Right Movement, "If you want to change
Arerica you have to change the Congress." Other activaty consists of compiling analyses
of the voting records of all members of Congress as the basis for the publication of a
"Morality Index" which rates the officeholders' performances against "Bible standards.”
They have formed commttees to raise and distrabute funds to favored candidates and
to finance negative campaigns against others.

Excepting the drive to reanstitute prayer in the public shools, there are no
current New Right issues which might fairly be called "Jewish 1ssues." To be sure,
most Jews are opposed to censorship of school textbooks, favored by the New Right, and
tend to support liberal abortion laws, open ummigration, enactment of the ERA, qun
control and other legislation opposed by the New Right. These concerns, however,
stem from politically ideological grounds rather than religious concerns.

No known anti-Semites are identified with the New Raght, and the principal groups
have made no public overtures to the several Klan and Nazi groups who endorse New Right
positions on various issues. While the history of American populism is replete with
attempts by populist leaders to scapegoat Jews, this latter day populist movement has
no discermible anti-Sematic component. Its hate objects are the "Eastern Elitast
Establishment," and the Rockefellers.

While their zeal and sense of mission has led New Right groups to adopt extremist
tactics in political campaigns, the movement i1tself 1s not anti-democratic. In fact,
they are ardent advocates of what some feel 1s direct democracy — voter imitiative
and referendum. There 1s, as yet, no recognmized leader with the capacity to rally the
masses blindly for whatever purpose he sees fit. There is nothing in the totality
of their activaty which would suggest that the New Right movement 1is neo-Fascist.

While same New Rightists have spoken out in opposition to PLO terrorism, the
secular New Right generally has ignored Middle East 1ssues. Nothing on their agenda
directly concerns Israel. There 1s no New Right secularist position on economic and
military aid to Israel or any Middle Eastern country. They have been silent on the
status of Jerusalem, West Bank settlements, or other Camp Davad accords. Some observers
find 1t strange that given New Right opposition to Soviet Umion expansionism they have
not urged support for Israel as a bulwark against Soviet influence in the Middle East.
At the present taime, domestic concerns rather than foreign affairs dominate the

New Right agenda.



In contrast, the religious New Right, indifferent to or unfamiliar waith Jewish
concerns or sensibilities, 1s pro-Israel. Fundamentalist theology holds that there wall
be an ingathering of Jews to biblical Palestine and that the establishment of a Jewish
comonwealth 1s a condition precedent to the second camng of Jesus. The state of
Israel has received support on the air, from the pulpit and in the newspapers from
fundamentalist ministers. Many have visited Israel and met with Prime Minister Begin
and other Israeli leaders. As a group with an estimated 50 mllion followers, the
reliqious New Right potentially 1s a strong American ally of the Jewish State.

Despite strong support for Israel, the religious New Right 1s a source of unease
since it seeks out borm-again Chraistians or Chraist—centered politicians to support
and run for public office. Gaven their way, the religiocus New Right would, with
missionary zeal, have Americans governed according to their interpretation of Christian
morality. More importantly perhaps, they would do violence to the American
tradition of religious pluralism.

In addition to what 1s seen as an attempt to Christiamize America, Jews are
wary, recogmizing that a strong anti-Jewish strain has permeated the fundamentalist
clergy over the years. Out of their ranks came such notorious anti-Semites as the
Rev. Gerald K. Smath and the Rev. Gerald Winrod, the "jayhawk" Nazi.

Jewish unease was hardly assuaged by an August 22, 1980 statement released at

the National Affairs Briefing by Dr. Bailey Smth, President of the Southern Baptist
Convention. The statement read: "It 1s interesting at great politacal rallies how you
have a Protestant to pray and a Catholic to pray, and then you have a Jew to pray. With
all due respect to these dear people, my friend God Almghty does not hear the prayer
of a Jew. For how in the world can God hear the prayer of a Jew, for how in the world
can God hear the prayer of a man who says that Jesus Chrast i1s not the true Messiah.
It 1s blasphemy. It may be politically expedient, but no one can pray unless he prays
through the name of Jesus Christ. It 1s not Jesus among many, it 1s Jesus and Jesus
only, it is Christ only, there 1s no competition for Jesus Christ."

The New Right 1s well financed, haghly organized, and skilled in orgamizational
tactics., Its leadership 1s of high caliber, aggressive, and willing to work with
each other to achieve caommon objectives, They have effectively utilized modern campaign
techniques. They are contemptuous of establishment Republican leaders whom they
charge backed off from leading the opposition to Carter on such major issues as the
Panama Canal, ERA, the D.C. amendment. The New Right 1s attempting to co-opt those blue
collar and ethnmic groups the Old Right used to shun. They are, according to National
Review's William Rusher, "the first conservative group that has gotten down to the
electoral and leqislative mitty gratty."

It 1s also readily apparent that the Raght's objective 1s political power from

the Presidency downard, How they would use that power and to what ends 1s not yet
clearly discermible.

Prepared by
Milton Ellerin and Alisa Kesten
Trends Analyses Division

10/6/80
80-960-257
A, COL, CP, PP, EJP, REL, FOR, NPE, OP



Some New Right Orgamizations and Leaders

American Conservative Union — Davaid Keene, Director

American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) =-— Kathy Teague, Executive Director
Arerican ILafe Iobby — Judie Brown, President

Christian Action Council — Rev. Harold 0.J. Brown, Chairman

Christian Coalition for Legislative Action =- Jim Wright, Chairman

Christian Voice — Richard Zone, Executive Director

Christian Voice - Moral Government Fund — Gary Jarmin, Washington Director
Citaizens for Constructive Education -- June Larson

Citizens for Educational Freedom -- Robert Baldwin, Executive Director

Citazens for the Right to Bear and Keep Arms — Alan Gottlieb, Executive Director
Coalition for the First Amendment

Committee for a Positive Change

Committee for Responsible Youth Politics =— Morton Blackwell, Chairman

Commuttee for the Survival of a Free Congress (CSFC) = Paul Weyrich, Director
The Conservative Caucus (TCC) — Howard Phillips, National Director

Conservative Victory Fund -- Gregg Hilton, Executive Director

Freedom of Choice, Inc.,The Commttee for the New Majority

Fund for the Conservative Majority -— Robert Heckman, Chairman

Heritage Foundation —— Edwin Feulner, President

Kingston Group

Ieadership Foundation <~ Martha Rountree

Iafe Advocates — Margaret Hotze

Iafe Amendment Political Action -- Paul Brown, Executive Director

Moral Majority — Rev. Robert Billings, Executive Director; Rev. Jerry Falwell, Director
National Conservative Political Action Committee (NCPAC) — Terry Dolan, Chairman
National Chraistian Action Céalition — Rev. Robert Billings, Executive Director
National Organization to Involve Concerned Electorate (NOTICE) — Wayne Allen, Chairman
National Pro-Lafe Political Action Commttee —— Father Charles Fiore, National Chairman
National Right to Work — Reed lLarson, President; Henry (Huck) Walther, Director
National Tax ILamitation —— Lewis Uhler, Chairman

Pro-Family Forum —- Iottie Beth Hobbs, National Presadent

Pro-Famly Coalition == Connaught Marshner

Public Service Research Council -- David Denholm, Executive Director

Religious Roundtable —— Ed McAteer, Founder

Republican Study Committee — Paul Weyrich, Founder

Second Amendment Foundation — Alan Gottlieb

Stop ERA — Phyllis Schlafly

Washington Legal Foundation -— Damiel Popeo, National Executive Director

Young Americans For Freedom
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The New Right Political Agenda

Famly Issues

Abortion

Equal Rights Amendment

Federal interference in public education
Harmosexuality and gay rights

Pornography

School busing

Domestic Issues

Affirmative Action

Big goverrment

Davis-Bacon Act

D.C. statehood

Full employment legislation

Goverrmment support of corporations in trouble

Gun control

Indian tribal claims to land and water raghts

Instant voter registration
Labor unions

Minimum wage

National health insurance
Open immigration

OSHA

Situs picketing
Social Security

International Issues

Detente

Panama Canal Treaty
Recogmition of Red China
SALT II

Trade with Communist bloc

Censorship of school textbooks
Classroam prayer
Laxalt Famly Protection Act

Death penalty

Deregulation of airlines, trucking, etc.
Tax cut

Western land development



October 14, 1980

DRAFT

Dear*Friend,
If I live to be a thousand —— and I would like that -- I may never
write a letter more important to me than this one. The future of our @!Mgmﬂt’is
pluralistic society 1s at stake and the limited number of people who
receive this letter now —- plus the thousands appealed to later —-
need each other. We need each other to counter the threat which this
letter will address.
You have been witnessing, I am sure, the growth of the religious-
oriented New Right, spear-headed by the fundamentalist ultra-conservative
superstars of evangelistic religious broadcasting -- as observed recently in

a virtual tidal wave of media attention bv Newsweek, Time, the New York Times,

""20/20", the ABC and NBC Nightly News, "60 Manutes", and Bill Moyer's Journal.

The religious New Right now owns radio and TV stations across the
country and buys countless hours of time on secular independent stations
in 50 states, preaching and entertaining and suggesting that God has told
them there is only one Christian point of view regarding such matters
as Salt II, defense spending, Taiwan, the Panama Canal, ERA, etc.

It is an ominous picture!

Attracted to the banner of these highly vasible religious figures
are such powerful ultra-right groups as the Christian Voice, Religious
Roundtable, Moral Majority, Christians for Responsible Leqdership, the
highly-computerized Richard Viguerie organization and those single-issue

zealots whose efforts are abetted by the clever use of religiosity to

PO Box 2000 e Marion, Ohio 43302 o Telephone 1-800-648-5000



"paper over" this extraordinary and increasingly poten coalition.

The danger of the Religious New Right 1s not that they.are speaking
out on political issues, which 1s their raight 1f not their obligation;
it is the way they attack the integraty and character of anyone who

does*not stand with the.

One of their recent triumphs was the defeat in Alabama of Republican
Congressman John Buchanan whom they accused of being anti-family,
largely because he voted for a Department of Education. If that sounds
specious, listen to Richard Zone, head of Christian Voice, who said,
"We can talk about a balanced budget as a moral issue. The bible says
you should not lave in debt." Jerry Falwell has a Divine Mandate from
talks he has had with CGod and that mandate, he says, directs him to
declare "the Christian Position" on each of the major issues of our time,

suggesting that-any other opinion on a given issue is un-Christian.

As a group, the Religious New Right 1s idolatrously nationalistic;
loyalty to the nation must be on their terms or you become un-American;
their cause is so just, so rightous, that to oppose it makes one umgodly,

immoral, against God's divine purposes for His specially-blessed nation.

And so, Average American, should you differ with their positioms
on an ever-lengthening list of 1ssues -- your relationship with God is

at stake.

What must this mean to those millions of "born again" Americans

not yet aligned with the New Right?




Few would disagree that we are living in the most chaotic and
volatile of times. Our people are frustrated and anxious and frightened
as they have never been before. With no faith in current leadership,
they look everywhere in their anxious, frustrated, leaderless lives

for gomething, anything they can hang on to.

There are, variously estimated, some 35 to 60 million born-again
Christians distraibuted across the political spectrum. How will it effect
them when it is suggested that the litmus test of their Chraistianity and
their patriotism 1s acceptance of absolutist positions on the key political,

social and moral issues of our time?

We are all deeply concerned about our failang institutions; the
decline of moral values in public life; the growing lack of faith in
leaders; the increasé in the divorce rate and the consequent threat to
the family; etc. We are concerned and we must deal with these matters.
Lest many millions more of our people wind up in the simplistie,
absolutist embrace of the only group that 1s reaching out to them
almost hourly on radio and television and in the mail, attention must

be paad.

And so we have formed PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY —- a broad based
non-partisan national committee -- with the goal of appealing to the

best instincts of people, not their fears and anxieties.

What you are reading now is our first mailing.



A
What 1s the American way in this context? It 1s diversity, pluralism,
and open democracy, based on the conviction that in an atmosphere of
tolerance and mutual respect, even those who hold strongly-conflicting
beliefs can reach the level of consensus needed to maintain a peaceful

F
and creative Common Life.

What will People for the American Way do? What are its goals?

PFAW will head into the 80's seeking to help Americans regain their
belief in self; to help them understand once again that in this society
the individual gglll_matters; that there is more reason to continue to
believe in the future than to despair of it; that to improve the quality
of life we must- accent the common cords that connect us as humans and as

citizens.

These issues of the-spirit are addressable. And Péople for the

American Way will address them throughout the 80's and beyond.

You have imdoubtedly seen and heard the radio and television spot
commercials currently airing across the nation on behalf of People for

the American Way. These commercials are the first example of how

such issues can be addressed. They have helped to spark the present
media discussion of the religious New Right and their litmus tests for

"Christian" thinking.

These spots will be followed by educational materials, non-partisan,
historically-oriented papers on the nature of our pluralistic society...
leaflets, brochures, specially prepared articles... distributed to

schools, churches, libraries, shopping centers, etc.



And where will this material come from? From the general iaput and
express thinking of our Board of Advisors. A representative group of
those who have agreed to serve is enclosed. More public figures from

eyery field of endeavor are joining daily.

The agenda of the next decade for People for the American Way
will be set by these leaders -- and by You. What issues of the human

spirit do you wish addressed by People for the American Way?

We are reaching out to Republicans, Democrats, Independents,
to Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Evangelicals, whates, blacks, Hispanics,

" workers, executives, housewives, the rich, the poor and the middle class.-

The individual does matter. We must reéain our belief in that
fact. And we begin by.gquestioning the current great threat to the very
essence of individuality, the religious New Right, which would have us
homogonize our views into a set of singular "Christian" positions as

defined of course, by the New Right itself.

Won't you join us in the launching of People for the American
Way? As one of the few who receives this farst mailing, you will be
joining a group of concerned men and women who are willing to say
"Enough!" to the growing forces of discord that are helping to tear

our already splintered society apart.

Piease send what you can. By acting now you will be helping to
increase the penetration of our radio spots across the country. And

as an early contributor, you will be helping People for the American

Way to hire a nationally known Chairperson; an accomplished Executive



Dairector and staff, and to establish a national headquarters.

Y

This is truly the beginning. Please do be a part of it.

A contribution of $100 dollars can add thousands of listeners
to our radio audience. A contribution of $500, $1,000 or more

will carry our message even further. And, of course smaller contri-

butions will be appreciated no less.

This letter has taken over a week to write, so I have had over
a week to reflect on my first sentence. "If I live to be a thousand...
I may never wrlte a letter more 1mportant to me than this one.™

I feel 1t more keenly today as I conclude then I did when I bagan.

Together, let us matter.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

DRAFT - ’
People for the American Way was estab1¥shed in 1980 as a long-term educa-
gional organization dedicated to disseminating information about critical
social and cultural problems. In times of social and economic hardship, an
times of crises, societies throughout history have experienced wrenching
dislocations in their fundamental values and beliefs. The decades of the
Eighties and Nineties are predicted to'be troubled times —— some have called
them potentially the most violent since the 1940's -- and we are alarmed
that voices of stridency and division may come to replace chose of reason
and unity. The root causes invariably are domestic and international ten-
sion, worldwide inflation and unemployment, maldistribution of scarce re-
sources, military contests and political instability, urban and rural decay,
and the alarming growth of divisive ideologies, often with fundamentalist
religious roots. The results are all too predictable: an increase in ten-
sion among classes, races and religions; an increase in "demonology' and
hosti1lity; a breakdown in the sense of community and social spirit; a de-
terioration of dialogue, and the temptation to grasp at simple solutions for

complex problems.

Our purpose 1s to educate the American people —- reeducate them -+ about our
basic American human and social values, so that we may meet the challenges of
discord and fragmentation armed with something solid: an affirmation of what
we call "the American Way." By this we mean pluralism, individuality, free-

dom of thought, freedom of expression, freedom of religion, a sense of community,
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tolerance and compassion for others. Our educational mission 1s rigidly
non-partisan. We stand for values and principles, not for single issues

or chosen candidates.

People for the American Way will reach out to all Americans and affirm
the*hopes we all hold in common for our life together. We mean to say

that in our society, each individual's opinion still matters, that there

is reason to believe i1n the future and not to despair about it, that belief
in one's own lafe and 1n one's neighbors is a requisite for overcoming
skepticism, cynxcism, and fatalism, and that improving the quality of

life means the affirmation of our common ties to each other. We are all
bound to each other by a deep underground network of commitments and obla-
gations and we mean tp"defenﬁ this truth tghtﬁe fullest in the face of all _ "~

attempts to divide us one from another.

fﬁe agenda of People for the\Amerlcan Way 1;hbroad. We expect to encounter
various manifestations of social tension and polarlzatign and these will
constitute our agenda for the future. Our agenda includes encouraging community
participati;n and mobilizing éivic awareness and concérn; fostefing under-
standing within and among different segments of our society; increasing the
level and quality of dialogue among leaders and followers and amon; business,

labor, and government; and encouraging tolerance, compassion, pluralism, and

mutual respect.

We cannot address everything at once, even though we recognize that our

problems are interconnected. All stem from the common source 6f anxiety.



that
We wall address initially the uneasiness and intimidation/find their way into

a pluralistic and democratic process under the aegis of the new religiously-fired
political movements. We seek a restoration of balance and perspective and a
regaining of confidence in the system among the American populace.

>
We are not troubled by the ordinary exercise of constitutional rights regarding
freedon of speech. But we are concerned about an extraordinary attempt to
impose a rigid anterpretation on what 1s and is not a "Christian" response to
our troubled times. - Many religious leaders have long contended that there are
and wall continue to be issues on which Chrastians valadly will reach differing
conclusions. We mnote, as has the Washington Inter—rellgloﬁs Staff Councal,
a consortium of denominations cooperating in the churchesﬂ ministry of social

concern, that it is "arrogant and destructive to assert that one set of political
questions is Christian and endorsed by God and that all others are un-Christian."
People for the American Way will affirm the right of persons to hold views from

™
many perspectives.

We affirm the meaning of the democratic process to be, in part, that there shall
be no religious test for office holders. Those who seek to establish normative
definitions built around a particular religious perspective and applied to those
who seek to hold office seem to us to be jeopardizing a clearly established con-
stitutional principle. Our educational work will seek clearly to affirm the

right of all persons, regardless of religious views, to seek public leadership.

Peaple for the American Way affirms the values of religious tolérance and the
right of all people to wrestle with issues large and small in the spirit of
mutual respect and trust. We affirm the centrality of this spirit for the

well-being of the United States of America. That this basic insight could be



in serious question only demonstrates to us the timeliness of a group known as

People for the American Way.

We shall communicate our message to the American people through various media -
pr%pted materials, radio, television, public lectures and discussions. Ourf
method is to gather information, analyze 1t, and prepare it in an educati;nal
format for broad public dissemination in a manner that provides for full and
fair exposition of the issue under consideration. We will distrabute our
findirgs and our views to the general public. The effort is entirely edu-

cational in nature.

We shall act to create an alternative national climate that encourages and
enhances the human spirit rather than one which has the capacity to divide
human beings into opposing and hostile camps. By educating the American
people and raising their level of understanding about the basic tenets by
which our society 1s sustained, People for the American Way will fulfall

its mission.
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"ACT To Reszst Morgﬁ
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Constitution Staf Writer -
‘NEW YORK

CTION FOR Children’s Television, the 12-year-
old citizens' group that has fought to Improve
the quality of 'I'V for children, Tuesday an-
nounced a campaign to oppose the “censorship tactics”
rﬁajt:;tmhuon for Better Television and the Moral
In announcing the campaign, ACT President Peggy

"Lr(or\-

uon — from the lacucs of the coalition '

Never once in our h have we sad, Take
thatpmgramoﬂmuir we don't ike it " Ms Charren
said “Since ACT was founded in 1968, we have been op-
posedtoanymmmmmatmmtohmtlelm-
slon viewing options.” 3

The Coalition for Better Television — a 'mpelo,
Miss, organization headed by Donald Wildmon, and
supporled by the Rev Jerry Falwell's Moral Majority
— has launched a monitoring campaign of network

Charren contended that the coalition of New Right - shows for sexual and violent content The group plans

groups is “trying to dictate what the American public
may or may not watch on television " She distingmshed
her own group’s efforts — to increase the amount of
. network programmung for children and to remove
“deceptive” advertumg for bds through ugulalory ac-

L |

to urge a cibizens' boycott of companies sponsoring
shows with the highest proportion of sex and violence
“We're not trying to take any -program off televi-
sion,” sald Cal . Thomas, wvice president of
communications for the Moral Majority Thomas ap-

Wi Ny

Majorzty! s EMTO Censor. TV

peared on a panel — 1n connection with a cnnmtzonuo!
the National Association of Television Program Execu-
tives — with Ms Charren prior to her announcement.
“We're llmply trying to have an Influence,” he:said
Ms Charren, however, compared the coalition’s ef-

forts to the blacklisting and other anti-Communist m
tics of the 1950s

“ACT recognizes that the Coalitlon for Better ‘I'V
has a legal right to do what it’s doing,” she said “But
citizens who want to continue to live in a free society
also have the right — and the responsibility — to stand
up In opposition to these censorship tacties” |

ACT, she said, is orgamzing a petition drive that
will “make clear to the Moral Majority and the Coali-
uoniorﬂeterT\'thattheAmermpeopleoppmn
fut list of 1deas " ;

-
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Your Assoctated Press report of March 2 tell- " It seems that the high court should have call- ,

| ing about the Supreme Courtls. ‘ruling against
" North Carolina using a prayer on its road maps
! should come as no surprise 1 light of traditional
« court rulings
i What should come as a surprise, however,
that the people used the word “Thy” twice in the
prayer, and spelled 1t with a capital “T'” All a

~ed this to the attention of the people in North
Carolina, along with the other error Perhaps
those who worded the prayer do not attend
church or do not look or hsten in

+ Instead of using such phraseology as “Thy
mercy” and ‘“Thy blessings,” as reported, 1t
should seem much better, based on the going

person need do 1s to tune in on the average,, thing, to have worded 1t thus “Your mercy” and |

religious program or attend most churches to
discover that those words, together with “Thee”

“your blessings " After all, to many church peo-
ple, God 1s only a “you” God This brings him so

and “Thou,” are in bad usage in modern-day | close to us — or does it” Thus, God 1s s0 near, we
 prayer language W . can be chummy
N (R O LRI '., I believe that someone should speak up for
s 1/God here as well as call upon him Come to think |
, ofit, I doinot remember ever reading anyone else
, call this to our attention So after this, we might ,
.+ all be called by a different name Perhaps our
., ,name willbe “mud ” y
w lam ap&roachmg the time where I will have
been a Christian for 63 years, and, therefore, I
. » have heard hundreds of great men ‘of God pray ,,°
. They were old-timey enough to use the words, ,
. “Thee,” “Thou” and “Thy” in addressing thewr
T ;

delty g
' SP WigginsJr, ° @iln R
627 Silver Lake Road ¢
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S ith’s staff
holds weekl Ty

devotional fares

News Washington Buraauoff’

WASHINGTON — One momng
each week, the members of Rep Al-
bert Lee Smuth's Washington staff |
gather m hus office before working
bours for a devotional meeting

Attendance at the meeting 1s strict-
ly voluntary, an aide stressed, but
Smuth and all hus staff participate
One morning recently, the only staff
member absent from the early morn-
ing session was an aide who had
worked late the previous mght.

The freshman Birmingham con-
gressman suggested the weekly
meetings, then allowed his staff to set
the schedule and format for the pro-

Tuesday has been chosen as the
regular day for the devotional ses-
sions, but that can be changed 1if the
congressman has a conflict.

Legislative aide Gilbert Johnston
teaches the morning study group,
leading the staff through discussion
of a book on various religious beliefs
that they are reading together.

i
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NORMAN LEAR

September 18, 1980

Dear Rabbi

I found our time together last week most
inspiring and rewarding It's a comfort and
a source of great strength to know that you
are a member of the Board of Advisors of the
People for the American Way

There has been much progress since we talked
The Rev Dr Charles Bergstrom of the Lutheran
Council, the Rev William Howard, who is a Baptist
minister and currently President of the National
Council of Churches, the Honorable Harold Hughes,
Bishop James K Mathews, Bill Thompson, the
current Stated Clerk for the General Assembly of
the United Presbyterian Church, Dr Colin Williams,
Dean of the Divinity School at Yale, and Bethuel
Webster, Esq have also decided to give us their
support and to join our Board I will be meeting
with Father Theodore Hesburgh, Bishop David Preus,
David Hubbard, and other religious leaders to
seek their support as well As a result of meetings
this week and next, we expect to have as illustrious
a group of supporters/advisors from the business
community, the military, labor, the field of
education, and from artists and sports figures

More and more, we see an agenda carrying us
through the 1980's and into the 90's We are
now discussing the role of chairman of People for
the American Way with several distinguished
Americans, and will also be announcing an executive
director shortly

1901 AVENUE OF THE STaRS Surte 900 Los ANGELES, CALIFOENIA 90067




Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Page two
September 18, 1980

The radio and television spots we discussed
are about to be produced to air beginning in
October.

I will keep you informed as we move along
and, more importantly, will be seeking your
counsel continuously

NL 1g

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 E 56th Street

New York, New York 10022



Rabbis Call Remark

Of Baptlsﬁ

&5\&\‘( By MARSH NICHOLS

Banuer Staff Writer

Jewish leaders in Nashville today
sald a remark by the president of
the Southern Baptist Convention
that “God Almighty does not hear
the prayer of a Jew” was “igno-
rant,” rather than anti-semific

Howeyer, Baptist leaders said the
statement made last month by the
Rev Bailey Smith of the First
Southern Baptist Church of Del City,
Okla , was misinterpreted

Bailey confirmed Wednesday that
he told a national affairs briefing in
Dallas last month
* “It 1s interesting at great political
rallys, how you have a Protestant to
pray, a Catholhic to pray, and then
you have a Jew to pray With all due
respect to those dear people, my
friends, God Almighty does not hear
the prayer of a Jew

“I think 1t's sad when religious
leaders, particularly national relig-
1ous leaders, make such unfortunate
statements Either he's ignorant or
he's anti-semutic,” Rabbi Melvin J
Glz:izer of the West End Synagogue
sal

“I'd think he's ignorant, so I
choose to ignore it He does not rep-
resent the views of the vast majority
of this country’s Baptists and it
doesn't change anything between the
Jews and the Baptists,” Glazer said

Rabbi Randall M Falk of the
Temple concurred with his associ-
ate

“It 1s simply unfortunate that

gnprant
&;d.n (w‘w

someone who speaks for such a high-
ly respected protestant denomina-
tion fails to understand and appreci-
ate the fact that Jesus 1s a Jew and
never turned his back on his people
as Mr Smuth seems to do,” Falk
said

“I don't really think 1t's anti-semi-
tic I think 1t's 1gnorance and nar-
rowness In Jewish tradition we be-
lieve 1n a unuversal deity who hears
all prayers and I'm sure the vast
majority of Christians have the
same understanding of the relation-
ship to God,” Falk said

A transcript of the Dallas speech
was mailed to national Jewish lead-
ers by Milton Tobian, executive di-
rector of the North Texas region of
the American Jewish Committee

The Rev H Franklin Paschall of
the First Baptist Church said the.
statcment was “careless,” but “sub-
Ject to misinterpretation "

‘ Bailey Smith was probably say-
ing we Cnrisiians pray in the name
of Jesus, which 1s effectual prayer in
the Chrisuan sense I wouldn't call it
insensitive I'm sure he's pro-Israel
It's a word game,” Paschall said

The Rev_Grady Cothen, president
of the NaSFoile-based BARUSE Sun.
day Sehoot—Roard, said, “I think
what Dr Smith was trying to do was
to emphasize the centrality of Christ
in the Christian faith I know of no
scriplure that teaches that God in
s sovereignty, will not hear the
prayers of others when they pray,”
Cothen said -
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‘New Right |
Evangehcals'i ‘§ |

Rebuked - :
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An ecumemcal group of reli-’
gious leaders yesterday denounced
the political actvity of the “New
Right evangelicals,” calling It ‘3’
threattohmhchnrﬁmds’a&e.v-f
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many of us,” Tanenbaum said~ 5
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m ' read- 2~ statmoent
med by the Lutherdn Counciln }i
members of_

the USA,
“thie church “from jouning Or Sup~
porting movements which confuse

church-government . relations . and i
dastort the church’s n.dvocncy__EIs— l
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mnmnmvmmnm - Ommlnupotmombomy.haw-
p. of certain extremusts comservative, ever, 18 Dr Wilham L _Self, of the
, fundamentahst Christian groups in the Wieuca Road Baptist Ch in Atlanta -
. Amencan political process 1s of concern” Speaking 1 Washington to a group called " -
{ﬁbamtmypwple.mmpmof Americans United for Séparation of -
-~rehgious. doctrine — particularly one- Church and State, Dr Self munced no -
which 1s narrow and intolerant — mto wurdsmwamlngagamstthxsomm
g:bhc affairs _threatens some, of the _trend “The clear lesson of history is that ,
sic tenets of our system, incinding whenchm-rhandstalegotobedto-
'nnpanﬁonofchmhandstateandmh- gether, they do not make love, they do .
= gwuafmdom;tself x;m‘a ot produce offspring,” he said “The les-' -

* Public opposition to this trénd has :::ifhgm Is that one always rapes

beenta:rlymutedforthemast rt, L
.+~ however Politicians whose re-electg: st mdwgg ﬁv:m!:gs gumglllm
. & ' beleg challenged by groups like the the political “
¥~ Moral Majonty are fearful of speaking n polt arena “We, as evangeli- - '.
% aganst them bécause 1t might cost them cals, are quickly sacrificing our spiritual °
Bot v aff blrthrlght for the pottage of pohtical, ,
m"’“ﬁ m° mr"h":p md“h“ﬂm M"cw, a mclwose” influence” He urged that reenansible
-y 5000 St ¢ < religious leaders educate thewr followers
' on the matter so that “the weight of pub~
Wereabudisappointedthatthere hcopmionwmnseupandstopthe;
hasn't been more said about the stampede "
0f the phenomenon from the pilpits of We agree, and we commend Dr Self
5. responsible Christian churches across the . for his wisdom 10 recogmzing the prob-
land. Most churchmen and women, we lem and huis courage in speaking out ,
2, think, recogmze that religion and pohitwes  about it. If more munisters and church
doo’t mix, and that when they do the out-  officials would emulate hum, then polits-
z,amnendamamgtoelthu-orbothmu cal decisions mught be returned to the
' g-1t may be that those within the religion public political process, rather than fall
‘,«(mahack!ash]nstapohtimdq ing more and more under the sway of -
g,perthsthey = religious extremists. T
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| Box 39 e

. e ) /;P7“dwa0“‘ Wake Forest, N.'C. 27587 |
I ‘ September 17, 1980, -
D é (e - . F
Dr. Bailey Smith /%C"Jf"(gm‘% ¥

Box 15039 : T
Del, City, Oklahoma 73115 , o

A SR
Dear President Smith: ’ ¢ R

It is primarily because you hold the high office of President of
the Southern Baptist Convention that I write to you. ' -H‘

I am a tithing member of a Baptist Church that supports the work .
of the Southern Baptist Convention by giving a generous portion

of i1ts income through the Cooperative Program. Therefore, I have .

a sizable investment of money, time, love, service, and prayer in -,.

the enterprise of which you are currently the leader. By virxtue . _ .
of these and other truths, I am a member of the much larger family L
of God on this earth, a family that includes all who 1ove. trust, " : &

and serve Him. -

foa ' i

There has just come t©O0 my hand a statement you made on the after=- .
noon of August 22, 1980, at the National Affairs Briefing of .the ... . .
Religious Roundtable held in Dallas, Texas. I quote for your g
convenience: . _ b & w Dmsi
¢ I'm telling you, all other Gods besides Jehovah and -~ % .-
his son, Jesus Christ, 'are strange Gods. It's-interest=- Ey =
ing to me, at great political battles how you have a .-.. .. .
- + - Protestant to pray, and a Catholic to pray, and then . ' .. -
- _ you nave a.J2w %7 Drayw. With all Ae raspect t0 .thes@. w mvwe— 7
dear people,xmy “friend, God Almighty does not hear the “Wmﬁﬁ?rﬁwﬁz
prayer of a 'ew. 'For how in the world can God hear the . . -
prayer of a’'man who says that Jesus Christ is not the.", .  -7,.
true Messiah? It is blasphemous! It may be politically .7 -
expedient~-because no one can pray unless he prays through ;
the name of Jesus Christ. It 3s not Jesus among many. T g =z
is Jesus and Jesus only. It 18 Christ only. There is.no .. -«
competition £0r Jesus Christ. > g
How can you arrogate to yourself the right to tell God whom he may
and may not hear? Where does the. Bible say that God does not hear
the prayer of a-Jew?? What kind of God do you worship who would, .
turn a deaf ear to any sincere prayer to hinm, no matter who the ..
petitioner might be? ' ; ‘1 ‘.
Have you ever heard of the eternal son of God? John 17:5;
John 1l:1-3, 9; Colossians 1:15-17. This is the son who came in

‘human form. It was the Jews who brought him an the flesh.
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Dr. Bailey Smith _. T
September 17, 1980 v Lot
Page Two ; "

Do you know the meaning of the name Jesus? It means "God will

save them," or "the salvation of Jehovah." God's salvation is
one and eternal. All who are saved, past, present and futunex are
saved with God's salvation, there is no other! "

Look at the .question God asked Job in 40:7-8., "Do you want to

make me look bad so you can look Good?" (A literal translation

of the Hebrew original). 1Is that what you are seeking at God's

expense? ’ .

Is the Bible true G5 doas 1t lie? The Bible says God hears the

prayers of Jews: Genesis 24:7; T Samuel 3:10-1l; Jeremiah l:6f.;.

I Klng 3 10‘ I Kings 8:22f£.; I RKangs 9:3f. ; . .8

ta d : ‘l" .‘."

Was Jesus misguided and fooliah to pray? How about his praver ,. ..
~ for his disciples in John 17? Did he waste his time praying in-: ...

- the Garden 0f Gethsemane in Matthew 26:39£.? How about the

' prayer of the Cross==Luke 23:46? How about Hebrews 5:7? -+ Jesus; . '+
was a Jew! Did God hear him?? X LL' ~« o1 3

et il ’ "' ™

, Suppoee any Jewish person at random would cry out to God, ."Have
mercy upon me a poor sinne:'" Would God not hear him?

g 'L__- P ] r"l" o ¥ E
You used the word hlasphemy. In my Jjudgment you have spoken
blasphemously by saying that God would not hear the prayers of
nne nerson or another.

-

d % Tl x> ¥ " “
1?#' ey e e TN N T T

"You must know that yuhr "high office, President of the bdutnern'—vnaﬁﬂmteﬂ

Baptist Convention, las placed a tremendously heavy burden of

-responsibility upon.your shoulders? . You have no right to speak

carelessly and thoughtlessly as long as you hold that eoffice.

You represent almost fourteen million Southern Baptists in the

world., Consequently you are known and hear@d- the world over. "

There 1S no way-you can make public utterances, even though - ‘i

every Baptist is his own priest before God, without having

your pronouncements associated with every Baptist fellowship

in the Southern Baptist Convention! . 12, DO0
-

I hope you will find the strenqth and coerege not only to re~ .y .-

‘consider your unfortunate remarks about the Jews, but also t0 ool

make a public and published apology to them and to the Southern, 2

Baptist Convention, both of which have been put in a very bad

light by your pronouncements. R

. I &

A S stncerely, .y

Y

4
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B. Elmo Scoggin
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NATIONAL MINISTRIES @ ABC

L
Incorporated as 3
The American Baptist Home Mission Society 2
Woman'’s American Baphst Home Mission Society °
[
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 19481 . My S
Wtist [

October 1, 1980

Rabbi Mark Tannenbaum

National Director, Interreligious Affairs
American Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56th Street

New York, NY 10022

Dear Dr. Tannenbaum:

When Bailey Smith made his sStatement concerning the wvalidity of the prayers
of Jewish people, he shocked and outraged those of us who are part of the
Christian community that is seeking to work cooperatively and in respect

of various religious traditions. Mr. Smith reflects a point of view that
is extremely narrow and even dangerous. Part of the privilege of working
within the ecumenical community is to recognize the commitment and the
authentic religious tradition of many Jewish people. I am simply writing
on behalf of National Ministries of the American Baptist Churches to indi-
cate my serious disagreement with Mr. Smith and my desite to affirm you
and the Jewish community in your devout and committed service.

Cordially yours,

Wl Cobay

William K. Cober

Executive Director
(215) 768=2400

WRC:w

cc: Dr. Robert C. Campbell

A
of)es us™
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"Christian Repunlic" existed wae the estavlishment of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony after 1629, That colony was a Putritan theocracy which

yoked together ecclesiastical and civil government., As every major
church historlan acknowledges, the Puritan oligarchy sought religlous
toleration for themselves Hut did not %»elieve in religious toleration
for others, and that "Christian repunlic" collapeed after a»out 50
years when dissenters such as Roger Williams fled persecution in

order to find freedom of conscience in Providence, Rhode Island,

What is historically true is that Baptist farmer~preachers,
Methodist circuilt-riders, and dissenting Presbyterians “ecame the
foremost chamofons of freedom of comscience and religious liwerty,
and the principle of "the separation of church and state, They suffered
persscution, imprisonment, and ruthless harrassment at the hands of
the Anglican Esta™lishment in Virginia and elsewhere to uphold those
fundamental democratic prinéiples not only for themselves Bot for all

Amerifans,

It is “oth ironic and sad that some of the spiritual heirs
of those Lvangelical Christians in Virginia today and elsewhere have
chosen either to forget or to ignore that glorious achievement of
Amrican democratic pluralism,

2) A num~er of "New Christian Right" spokesmen regularly
speak of the "Golden Era" of "Evangelical Christian America' when
our for-ears were supposedly deeply religious and highly moral people,
and Wy contrast, we today are convicted of religious and moral

inadesquacy,
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That is a myth, and ites repetition tends to immo*-lize us in
unnecessary guilt and self-dou*t, rather than energize us to face the

truth a»out our past and moral resnnnsi“ilities in ther real wnrld today.

As svery major church historian documents, "the great majority
of Americans in the eighteenth century were outside any church, and
there wanaxan overwhelming indifference to religions." Dr, William

Warren Sweet wrote (Revivalism in America) that "taking the eolonies as

& whole, the ratio of church mem“ership was one to 12," Dr, Ro»ert R,
Handy states, "No more than ten percent of ‘Americans in 1800 were mem-ers
of churches," (A History of the Churches in the United States and Canada,)
A8 a result of the vast la“or and the rough, uncouth hardships
encountered »y the ploneers, frontier ecommunities “ecame :::::;hxand
partially wild societies, with 1little or no sccial restralnts, and filled
with low vices and “rutal pleasurds, The West was descri*ed as "the land
of sinful lirerty" with large sections of the frontier society de“auched
and whigkey-sodden, The violende and anarchy resulted in a “reakdown of

regoect for emerging civiec authority.

The Three Great Awakenings in America - the flrst in the 13
colonies from 1725.1770; the second, Weat of the Alleghanies, 1770-1830:
the third, 1865-1899, with the rise of city evangelism ~ were all
respondss to the wldespread decline of religion and the &sgenerated

moral conditiona of the times,

The point is that there are more people affiliated with our

churches and synagogues today than any time in the past. And while we
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face resal and serilous moral issues in contemporary Aperica and in the
trounled world, it sefves no useful purpose to imply that we are a
generation of moral pygmies when contrasted with our forears who were
xupposedly moral glants, Precisely “ecause there ar$ more Americans who
are religicusly-committed today than in the past we are in a far *etter
position to mowilizé conscience and moral will to cope constructively
and realistically with our many provlems, That means that religious

and civic leadership needs to speak to our *»etter selves rather than

evoke mralyzing images of our worst selves,

A vital lesson tht should “e derived from our past is that
when confronted with the massive moral ehallenges of the frontier societies,
evangelical leaders —« to their everlasting credit - launcked a wide
range of moral reform movements as Yoluntary exvressions of the churches,
Organized hwenevadpnce ("The Benevolence Empire" these efforts were called)
were created for the poor and downsrodden, anti-siaavery groups, temperance
socletles, ald to youth, and the military, With the exceotien of the
Prohibition legislation calling for total a“stinence from alcoholie
heverages adopted as the 18th amendment in 1920, the anti-evolution law,
and the Puritan Ba“hath - all of which su“sequently collapsed and
resultéd in general disillusionment and loss of morale -~ all of the
great moral reform movements were effected through internal, voluntary
ehurch resources, rather than through lexislative means of dominating the
govennmentz or the nation's p§litical machinery.

3) Several "New Christian Right" spokesmen have asserted or
impiimddt implied that "the Founding Fathers" of our nation perceived

Am~rica as "a Christian Repu»lid", If you check their writings, you
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will find tre t such assertions econtradict everything Benjamin Franklin,

Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and others steod and fought for,

Thus, Thomas Jefferson, wrote in his Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom, "Almighty God hath ereated the mind free, and that all
attempte to influence it by tempt or punishments or »urns er hwy ecivil
incapacitations tend only to ag&hk “eget habits of hypoecrisy and
meannese, and are a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our
religion."

The exercise of religion, Jefferson added, is "a natural right"
whieh has “een infrénged »y "the implous presumption of legislators and
rulers” to set up their "own modes of thinking as the only true and
infalli®le,"” and "to eompel a man to furnish eontri*utions of money for
the provagation of opinions whieh he dis-elieves," which is "einful and
tyrannical,”

In his Notes on Virginia, Jefferson stated, "The rights of

eonscience we never suhmitted, we ecould not submit, We are answerarle

for trhem to our God...Bu»ject ovimten te coercion: whom will you make

your inquisitors? Fglli“le men; %fn governed hy %»ad passions, »y private
wh

a8 well as pu-lée reasons, AnJ\adgeet it to coereion? To produce uniformity.

But 1is uniformify of opinion desirable? No more than of face and stature,”

I would commend such writings ef our Feinding Fathers to
the Rev, Bailey Smith and others who share hie views about uniformity
of conscisnce ard religion, Rev, Smith'e utterance a“out "Ged not hearing
the prayer of a Jew" is not only religiously presumptuous and morally

offensiva; it 1s dangerous te the future of aur democratis pluralistie
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society. He ie saying not only that the Jewish people have “een living
a religious lie for 4,000 years acrews 30 civilizations; he is also
sgying that “ecause they are religiously invalid there ie nro place for

them at Presidential inaugurations or pnlitical conventions,

It 18 encouraging to us that literally hunireds of Baptist
pastors and Christian seminary faculties and just lay peeple have

1seued statements repudiating his narrow views as un-Christian and

un-American,

%) The campaign by some mem“ers of the "New Christian Right®
to elect "worn-again Christians® only to pu™lic offiee is anathemas
to everything American democracy stands for, It violates Artiele
6 of the United States Constitution which forhide the exercize of
“a religious temt" for any eitizen running for pu*lie offiee. The

American people must repudlate that anti-demoeratie practice,

5) The most effective mrmx eritique of “single polities"
campalgnes and candidates is prévided »y the leading Evangelical jeurnal,
Christianity Teday,(Sept. 19, 1980):

"Moral Majority and Christian Voice appear to esmphaaize the
first three >rinciples of Evangelicale for Social Action more than the
zotherw (that is, the family; every human life is sacred (a-ortion);
Religious and polttical freedom are God-given inaliena*le rights.,) The
Bible deals with all of them, In faet, mro-a»ly more svgce in the Bidle
18 devoted te calls for justiee and the ecare for the voor than to the
faet that human 1ife is saered, though none canyx deny that “oth are

Bivlical mandates, The eoncerns of the religious le“-ies will appeal to a
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wroader mange of Christians to the extent that they emphasize these other
equally *iwlical prineciples of Justice, peade, stewardship of our resources,
and care for the poor, as well as profamlly and prolife issuees., It is ix a
case of “thsse ye ought to de “ut not to leave the others uhdone," Teo
narrow a front in »attling for a moral erusade, or for a truly »inlical
involvament im politics, eould “e disastrous, It could lead to the election

of a mornn who holds the right view on a»option,®

6) Many of us are conecerned ahout the militant avocalyotiec style
of some "New Christian Right" spokesmen, This mentality dates “ack to
antiquity when in every eentury SRErEXEmErZERXEXNIAREETrENAXYEXERIREXERNEEXLR
where there was vast social disarray and disoriéntation, there smerged a
widesoread yearning among the massges, espeeally the poor and disinherited,
for a Messianle sgvier jeined Wy an Emperor of the Last Days whe would
relieve society of ite oporession and moral deeay and usher in the
Millenium "in whieh the world would %“e imha“ited »y a humanity at once
perfectly good and perfedly happy."

This revolutlionary apocalypse %z was dominated “y eschatological
phantasles of a new Paradise on earth, a world purged of suffering andsin,
a Kingdom of Saints, A prodigilous final struggld would take place “etween
the hoste of Christ and the hosts of the Aatichrist through whieh history
would attaln ints fulfillment and Juastification.

Before the Millenium eould dawn, however, misbelief had to “e
eliminatéd as a prelude to realizing the ideal of a wholly Christian wnrld,
In the eyes of the erusading Messianic hordes (which “egan to form in the

Middle Ages) the emiting of the Mosleme and the Jews wae to “e the first
a
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act in that final drama which was to culminate in the smiting ef

the Prince cf Evil (Satan, the Devil),

Mueh of the present "New Right" pu*lie discussion of iscues
gecms to *a characterized *y that traditienel scenaric of pelitical
eonflict “etween "the children of light" and the "ehildren of
darkness." There is too much demonolegy in the current discuseion
which appearwe to eonsign political candida*es to “eing demnlished
as "satanlc" ~ the moral hit liste with "100 percent zero ratings,"
"secular humaniste standing at the side of satan," Reasoned, eivil

devate in an open democraey requires another order of discourse,

Oneka has a sense that some "New Right" advocates perceive
Americe as if it were a camp revival meeting whose characteristie
métha was to plunge inte anguleh the sinner over the state of his
scul, then *ring arout a confesiiom of faith »y oversimplifying the
decislon as & cholece “etween a clear good and an orvious evil, The
Civil War wes rendered all the more inBransigeant and painful *y
each side cleiting that God was on their side, and »y portreying
the other side as "infidel" and "atheist." A mature America
fmEYXEX deservee & far more *alaneed and thoughtful method to
analyze 1te pre»lems and to formulate ite responses; anything less

than that i an insult to the intelligence of the American people,




NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

From the Desk of

WILLIAM F FORE

October 2, 1980

Dear Marc,

I thought this might prove useful
information for you.

Norman Lear called me today, the
scripts have been considerably

improved.

St1ll, the problem of accéuntability ™
needs to be worked out.

3



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE
CHURCHES OF CHRISTIN THEUS A

COMMUNICATION COMMISSION
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10027 (212) 870-2567

M William Howard, President Claire Randall, General Secretary

Dr William F Fore
Assistant General Secretary

for Communication October 1, 1980

Norman Lear

c/o Tanden-Tat

1901 Avenue of the Stars
Los Angeles, CA 90069

L

Dear Norman-

As you know, I am committed to the concept behind the People for the
American Way. However, several problems have come up which I think need
to be brought to your attention and to the attention of the official
advisors.

Last week I received a telephone call from Dick Gilbert; a friend who
works at NBC. Daé¢k had a request from Mr. Bob Perlestein of S.F. Marion
Media Corporation for the purchase of spots on the NBC network in the name
of People for the American Way. The reguest listed the Board of Advisors
as- Bergstrom, Howard, Hughes, Mathews, Tannenbaum, Thompson, Webster and
Williams. Since several of these people are related to the National Coun-
c1l of Churches, he thought the project was a coalition formed by the
NCC! I assured him it was not, but he was surprised when I mentioned
your involvement, sSince your name was not used by Mr. Perlestein. Also
he was concerned about the fact that there would be solicitation of funds
on the air, but after my phone call to Colin Williams about this I under-
stand that you have changed your plans to solicit funds that way.
!
|

Gilbert also read to me the scraipt of the "Older Southern Woman" spot
which included the line: "In all the revival meetin's in our little town,
and all the church services, I never heard those ministers talk once about
politics. They just wouldn't have done 1t. After all, it's not the Ameri-
can Way." This raised such an important question about the involvement of
religion in politics that I voiced my concern to Colin about this as well,
and he called back later to indicate the wording has been changed to "No-

body ever told me how to vote....."

Then yesterday I received from Gilbert a copy of all of the spots sent to |
NBC, and noticed among them two more problems. In the Southern Urban

spot there 1s the phrase "Well, my friends, Jesus said 'Render unto Caesar |
those thingswhich are Caesar's and unto God those things which are God's.' ‘
I think in today's world, that means 'Render unto the politicians those

things which are the politicians' and keep the church as a place of wor-

ship.'" And in the Southern Woman spot. "The way I figure 1t, if my prea-

cher and I don't try to tell anybody what to do politically, then nobody

1s gonna try to tell us how to worship. After all, that 1s the American s
Way, 1isn't 1t>?"




I have the same problem with these spots as with the previous one, namely,
that we must not say or imply that religion has no place speaking out about
the political issues of our time. As you know, many church groups have
spoken cut strongly on political subjects which involve moral and ethical
i1ssues. This 1s one of the reasons I made 1t clear at the first meeting
that I was interested in being involved with the project only 1f it was
agreed that the message was restricted to the idea that diversity is
necessary 1in a pluralistic democracy, and that it 1s wrong to insist that

a person has to believe and vote in a certain way in order to_be moral,
Christian or American. I believe we all agreed to that, but apparently
some of the writers have moved, inadvertantly, into saying some very dif-
ferent things. As you rework these spots, or plan messages in the future,
I suggest the acid test be "does 1t apply equally well to the work of

the churches in the Civil Rights movement in the 196G's as it does to Jerry
Falwell's efforts in 1980°" .

The content question also raises a procedural question. Since Bill Howard
1s listed as President of the National Council of Churches, I need to know
exactly what his membership on the Board of Advisors means. For example,
I take 1t that almost no one had seen all of the spot scripts before they
were sent off to NBC (and to CBS and ABC?), yet Board members will be ex-
pected by the press to stand by what those spots say. I could imagine, for
example, some very embarrassing questions from the press about the three
sentences I have quoted béing addressed to Bill Howard, to our General
Secretary, our News and Information Office, or to me, along the lines of
whether, after years of involvement in political 1issues, the NCC is now
taking the position that churches should not be involved in politics at
allt?

It seems to me 1t would be helpful to clarify what authority and respon-
sibility Board membership involves, and at the very least this ought to
include a review and approval of the spots before they go 1into production.
This 1s different from the stylé you are used to working with, but one of
the trade-offs of using the names of persons (and their organizations)

1s some kind of accountability to them.

I hope my suggestion that you immediately circulate all of the scripts
doesn't unduly hold up progress on production of the spots. I'm sure you
understand that the reason for my writing 1s to help insure the over=all
success of the project by avoiding some problems before they get out of
hand. The i1dea 1s far too important and exciting fér us to let that happen.

Coadlally,

William F. Fore

WFF lek

cc James Hamilton Claire Randall
William Howard Peggy Shriver
Dean Kelley Marc Tannenbaum &
James Mathews William Thompson

Mark Porat Colin Williams



TH‘E-A)MERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date October 1, 1980
to The Ad Hoc Caommittee
from Bertram H. Gold
subject Draft of Memorandum

Enclosed is a draft of a brief memorandum
by Jim Rudin. Please send in any suggestions
for additions, deletions or corrections
directly to Jim.
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October 1, 1980

DRAFT

On September 24, 1980 representatives of several national Jewish
organizations met with Pat Robertson, the president of Christian Broad-
casting Network, Inc. of Virginia Beach, Virginia at the offices of
Shea § Gould. In attendance were, in addition to Mr. Robertson, Arnold
Foster, Rabbi Joseph Glaser, Bertram H. Gold, Yehudah Hellman, Ivan
Novick, Nathan Perlmutter, Rabbi James Rudin, Henry Siegman, Howard
Squadron and Leonard Strelitz.

Mr. Robertson began the meeting by articulating his deep personal
commitment to the survival and Security of the State of Israel. He
declared: "I want to do something tangible for Israel...moral principles
must always rule over expediency...We'll stand with Israel, and we offer
our good offices, good will and friendship."

Following Mr. Robertson's remarks, there was general agreement
that it was important that Evangelical groups and Jewish groups coordinate
a common public relations program in support of Israel. After some
discussion it was further agreed that the following Israel and Middle
East issues should be paramount in the near future-

1. The status of the city of Jerusalem (the Jewish representatives
expressed deep appreciation for Mr. Robertson's positive position as
expressed in the September, 1980 newsletter, 'Pat Robertson's Perspective.")

2. Public encouragement for the Camp David peace process (the
theme might be '"'Give peace a chance -- support Camp David.'")

3. Combatting the anti-Israel actions and resolutions of the
United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.

4. Condemnation of global terrorism with special emphasis on the
PLO.

5. An understanding that the Israel-Arab issue is one of the several
regional conflicts in the Middle East, the latest example being the
Iraq-Iran war. Even if there were no Israel, the Middle East would still
be highly turbulent and volatile.

6. The current energy crisis was not caused by Israel, nor can
the crisis be solved by Israeli concessions toward the Arabs. Like
the Iraq-Iran war, the energy crisis exists independently of Israel.

7. The world refugee situation noting that in almost every case
except for the Palestinians, millions of refugees have been resettled
throughout the world including Southeast Asians and Cubans in the United
States. Special explanations must be given why the Palestinian refugee
i1ssue has been kept alive and unsolved for over thirty years.

There was further agreement that Israel should be presented on
CBN TV and radio programs and in the print media, as a positive resource
and not as a world problem. Israeli guests should include those from
the world of music, plastic arts, dance, literature, etc. This will
give a "human face" to Israeli society.




It was also pointed out that the Jewish agencies represented had
media resources in the form of radio and television shows such as
Date Line Israel, Jewish Dimensions, etc. that could be made available
to Mr. Robertson and others.

There was a general discussion of American domestic issues includ-
ing the recent anti-Semitic statement by the president of the Southern
Baptist Convention, Dr. Bailey Smith. Mr. Robertson expressed surprise
at Dr. Smith's comments and he commented on his commitment to religious
pluralism in America and to the principle of separation of church and
state.

It was agreed that another meeting be held in the next two to
three weeks. The national Jewish agencies will continue to be
represented by the present ad hoc committee of individuals, and Mr.
Robertson will invite "like-minded" Evangelical Christian leaders to
attend the next session. The purpose of the next meeting will be to
develop a systematic public relations campaign involving Mr. Robertson
and the American Jewish community. The campaign will include both
Middle East and domestic issues. Specific attention will be given to
the sharing of media resources, programmatic material, and speakers.

Prepared by Rabbi A. James Rudin
AJR:dkm
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Rabb1i Marc H. Wilson

Shearith Israel

1180 University Drave, N.E,
Atlanta, Georgia 30306 *

Dear Rabti Qi]son.

«

This past week you no doubt read the news account of
a statement made by Dr. Bailey Smith, President of the
Southern Baptist Convention, about God's not hearing the
"prayer of a Jew."

I%am writing you this letter to let you know that
not all Southern Baptist's believe that and we at North-
side Drive Baptist Church express our profound sorrow at
such winsensitivity. I am enclosing a document sent to
The Wall Street Journal, The Atlanta Constitution-Journal,
The North Side News, The Sandy Springs Neighbor, The
Christian Index, Home Missions, in the hopes that our
views can be as widespread as possible.

Our Diaconate, in retreat when we heard this news,
unanimously commissioned me to write the letter and
disseminate it That has been done. We do not feel we
have to castigate your heritage to sustain our own con-
victions It is important that we recognize the individual
distinctives of each rel igious body and forever secure the
right of that body to practice its faith freely and openly.
To that end we dedicate ourselves and hope you will for-
give our Convention President and know that we come from
a different perspective

Warmly, and with every good wish .

-y ) 7 /J'I /
7 - /
- \__/f{f}’f‘" "MKW;/
Thomas H Conley r T\

Senior Minister
NORTHSTIDF DRIVE BAPTIST (HURCH
THC:dm

Enclosure
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RABBI EMERITUS ’

Dear Marc,

I am sending you a copy of the attached
Letten because it comes from one of the
great Leadens of the Baptist Church,

not only in Houston, but an the co 5
You may use +£ for whatever <t 44 worth.

Weshang you and yourns a bLessed New Year,
1 am :

\
s Yours farthfully,

HIS:an HWM Schachtel

Mr. Mare Tanenbaum
Amerean Jewesh Commetiee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10021

Enclosure
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AN OPEN LETTER TO DR. BAILEY SMITH, President
Southern Baptist Conventlon '
First Beptist Church

: Box 15039 !
Del City, Oklahoma 73115 - |

o=

4

" The Diaconate of the Northside Drive Baptist Church, Atlanta,
'« ; Georgia, expresses grave concerns over your recent remark that "God
' Almighty does not hear the prayer of the Jew " We, as Christians
., and Southern Baptists, share several serious misgivings concerning
: the remark, and, lest the quote leave the impression thar 211 South-

ern Bapt{sts share your perguasion, hercby register some of ouvr
reaervat fons

Theologically, your remark virtnally fgnores any and al! ecu-

menical fellowship across world religion lines Indeed, the emphasis

"of vur own Interfaith Department of the Home Missfon Board, has been,
in recent years, one ef dfalogue, diacusaion und the search for ¢om-
mon grounds of faith and identity. We feel that our current age 1s
ensnared in a plethora of crucial concerns and issues that threaten
to eradicate or severely encumber effective and creative life in the
human family. In that light, all religions with common humanitarian
interests ought properly to join hands at some point to alleviate
suffering, injustice, hunger and oppression. We dare not =say to an-
other religion, "we don't need you." Your statement about the Tews
carries the impression thst there 18 no basis for mutual religious
endeavor.

Historically, Cod has been portrayed as activelv {nvolved in
the course of Jewish affairs. The 0ld Testament, which you, and we,
consider Word of God, reveale Cod's having chosen the Jews through
whom to share his self-revelation. When did God stop listening?

And 1f he did terminate his care for the Jews, does this not make
God a utilitarian Father, using the Jewish people until he's fin-
ished with them and then casting them aside? Only one who has hut
slight acquaintance with the hiztory of Israel or the nature of God
would contend such.

Further, how strange such a statement from a Christian minister
whose religious worship forms were so heavily borrowed from Judaism,
Inherent awareness of the debt that Christians owe Judaism in carly
Christian Church liturgy would have proscribed surh an insersitive
gtatement.
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" ently revealed in the Bible as doing the unexpected, accepting ths
unacceptable, loving the unlovely, hearing those whom some are sur-

e Then there is the presumption of such a remark. Cod is consist-

1 prised to find he hears, We believe that a creator God with universal

- "concerns and a magnificent historical perspective surely can and doc
i hear any prayer of one of his creations. And we maintain that our
3 belief in Jesus as the Christ does not allow to us the right to <ay
whom Cod hears and whom he does not hear It is further our (onten-
tion that we can hold stesdfastly to our belief in the Christ and
. helieve that Cod hars ather children "not of this fold" and not with
our sectarian or religious lasbel on them

You have noted correctly that Protestants, Catholics and Jews

are frequently asked to pray &t political rallies. There is a
reason for this. We live, Dr. Smith, in a diverse, pluralistic
society and that entails the necessity of everyone's having a fiee
and unchortled voice with which to speak, pray and share his/her

sdistinctives. To accept the fact of our pluralistic nature and not
to try to change it, to addrese its reality and not to try to cvade
it, ln one of the tasks bafore us and is what the freedom to pray
on the political dais demonstrates.

]

I -
7 - -

r- You represent & diverse and mult{-faceted denomination. Ihere
", are a number of ue Southarn Baptists who are ecumenical 1in spirit,
. liturgical in worship, and progressive in our social consciousness.
" We are constantly encumberad with the rather provincial spirit that
. statements such as yours foist upon us. Xindly remember in your
"¢ 7 public statements the world sudience you address and the number of
ua Southern Baptists who carry views divergent from yours.

The Diaconate at Northside Drive will send copies of this cpen
letter to several publications that have carried your statement with
the hope that they will print our iecier in the spirit of universal
camaraderie.

Sincerely,
f. T The Diaconate of

The Northside Drive Baptist Church
Atlanta, Georgia

Z 1"/:}19’

1 b N
omas H. Conley ™

Senior Minister

-



SOUTH MAIN BAPTIST CHURCH 4100 SOUTH MAIN HOUSTOM TEXAS 77002 TELEPHONE (713) 529-4167

-

“South Main -
Baptist Church

KENNETH CHAFIN
PASTOR

September 18, 1980

Rabbi Hyman Schachtel
Congregation Beth Israel
5600 North Braeswood Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77096

Dear Hy:

As one Southern Baptist leader let me express to you and to
your congregation my great regret at what was said by Bailey
Smith, who 1s the president of the Southern Baptist Convention.

In his statement, Rev. Smith does not reflect either the
theology or the spirit of myself and a great host of other
Southern Baptists. His statement says more about his own lack
of understanding of his own religion and of Israel's faith
than anything else.

Everything I have discovered about God 1s that He 1s constantly
drawing larger circles of love and acceptance that most of us
are yet willing to live with.

Please accept this apology on behalf of the people called
Southern Baptists.

KCkm




By Marjorie Hyer '. ". ¢
‘Washington Post Gtaff Writer ¢

The president of the Southern Bap»
tist Convention has set off a small reli-
gious war by publicly stating that God
does not hear Jewish prayers

At a national conference on evangel-
icd] Chrishianity and politics mm Dallas
last month, Dr Bailey Smith of Del
City, Okla, satd “It's interesting to me

atgreat pohucal battles how you hdvea;

Protestant to pray and a Catholic to
H&L‘Y and then you have a Jew to pray

th all due respect to those dear peo-

ple, my friends, God Almighty does not
hedr the prayer of a Jew No one
«4n pray unless he prays through the
name of Jesus Christ.”

Shith's remarks were :mased by re-
porters who were concentrating on
Ronald Reagan's appearance,before
the evangelical gathering Buta Jewish
leader 1n Texas who was monitoring
the conterence tape recorded Smith’s
remarhs and circulated the transeript
10 Jewish organmtmns arou.nd: ‘the
country

Baptists 4s well as Jews were slmcked

o omt s

by 1the statement | H b

Glenn Igleheart, director’of’ mter- "
faith witness at the Southern Baptist
(‘onvention, charged that “instead .of
furthering understanding, [Smith's re-
mark] actually impedesat *

Igleheart sent Smith a letter express-
ing dismay that the Oklahoma pastor

F10 . oo

-

[ o 1

Within 1he past two decades, the
Southern Baptists have mcreaSIﬂeg
been cooperating with other religious *

7 mups and carrying on dialogues with

them . Smith's statement is seen by

,many Baptusts asa threat to this trend

ELIGT

ARC Frxday, September 26 1980
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waould mahe such a statement 1n hus ca-
pacity as president of the nation’s l.arg-
est Protestant body

William Pharr, regional dizector ol'
the National Conference of Christians
and Jews, called Smith's statement “vi-
cious anti-Semitism, motivated by a
gross and divisiva religious prejudice
which has no place in the pohtical hfe

_ofthe United States

Rabbn Marc Tanenbaum, interreh-
gous affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee and a leader in the
wncreasingly amnmcable dialogue be-
tween Jews and Southern Baptists over
the past decade, called Smith's views
*archaic and primitive” and “a ‘wart on
the Baptist tradition” of religious free-
dom and religious pluralism

Sruth's remarks, Tanenbaum added,
“will do more to create a negative im-
ageof a Southam‘Baptlss pastor from

Fl

rural regions th'sn they will to damage

‘the Jewish people ™

Tanenbaum, who almost neverhasa
harsh word for a religious leader, ac- ,
cused Smith of “invineible ignorance®
and insisted that the Oklahoma preach- +*

Defamntlon League of B'na1 B'rith, An-
gell called Smith “one,of a group af

.

:

Calling Smith's statement “Pharisa-

1
O N . i~ 10al,” Jack Altman, pastor of the Sec-

ond Baptist Church in Cumberland,

. 'Md, wrote Smuth that if he “had ever

sat at the table with” Jewish friends
and heard them offer the millenia-old
prayers and blessings, “you would nev-
. er be able to say ‘My friend God Al-
mighty did not hear that Jew's prayer
because' he’ has' not accepted .Teaus

southern Baptist power politicianas ; »Christ as the true messiah ™

who, unfortunately, have maneuvered
themselves into places of leadership "
Smith was elected president last !

.f

er does not speak for the 134 fmlhon  June at the denomination’s annual con- |

Southern Baptists “The Baptist Church ,~ .ventionin St Lowms Hesthe second ul- '

. does not believe m the infallihility 'ot traconservatve to be chosen president |

“the presment of the Southern Baptist” , of the denomination in as many years .’y

Convention ® Tanenbaum said - .. Like anumber of other churches, the !
Letters from Southern Baptists that . ‘Southern Baptist Convention has been {.

The Rev Alfred M Johnson Jr of the
' FarstBaptist Church of Cary, NC,
called Smith's statement ﬁgnnranue
and ﬂamboyant shallow bramed mo-
_ronism” and! 'gure and simple heresy "
In a letter to Smith he demanded that
the Baptist president 1ssue an apology
. to “all believers in Judaism

‘The Rev Bob Wallace, a Baptist from

have been pouring imto the offices of¥, racked in recent years by divisions be- /; i *Maysville, N C, observed that “To say'
. that God does not hear the prayersof a’

Jewish organizations seem to confirm " tween theological moderates and fun-
that opinion i

damengalists The fundamentalsls, g . Jew 1s more. than infringing u
“Smith cannot speak w:th any au-

n the
‘currently in the saddle of the denom-

, thority for his fellow Baptistsand  he

nation, tend to make a literal interpre- ,; 5 self -idolatry—playing God ,

: sovereignty and prerogatives of God, it

* does not, 1n my opinion, represent the .tation of the scriptures the itmus test—

ideas and attitudes of thoughtful Chris- " of Ghristian faithfulness .,

tians,” wrote Dr J William Angell, pro- .. -Traditionally, Baptis{s have re]em.ecl
fessor of religion at Wake Forest Un1-,, anything that smacks of a creed, m- '
versity In a letter of apology to Rabby cluding the imposition of any single in- ,f
Solomon 'S Bernards of the Anti- terpretationof the Bible 1

[ -
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Smuth, however, 1s standin,
», original statement and has sa1

nut modify his beliefs to please his crit- =‘

d

by his
he will

“1cs “We make a mistake when we try so

hard at puhhc relations that we lose * -

“our mission’s thrust,” he said ¥
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE, 43 WEST 57TH ST., N. Y. 10019
. AUTHORITATIVE. COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF MAJOR |

RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD . . . . .

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1980

MORAL MAJORITY SHOWS MUSCLE
IN SHAPING POLITICAL FUTURE

By Jay Merwin
Religious News Service Staff Writer (9-11-80)

NEW YORK (RNS) =~ Supporters of the so-called Christian New Right
no longer speak of a "Bible Belt" stretching across a band of Southern
states, but of a "cloak” covering the whole country.

The cloak may still settle more securely in some places than in
others. But evangelical and fundamentalist Protestants, often joined
by some conservative Roman Catholics, Hbrmons and Jews, made a strong

[ showing at political primaries in Elo 3 Lab
sin and other states not normally”'onsf‘eref'htrcngbole
congervative Republicans or the Southern "Dixiecrats."

Voters roused by state organizations of the Moral Ma ty P
duced surprising results in primaries in both the major parties. Many
of these state coalitions started up less than six months ago with
help from Moral Majority headquarters in Lynchburg, Va., where the
movement's leader, broadcast evangelist Jerry Falwell, is pastor of
the Thomas Road Baptist Church.

As tax exempt organizations, the Moral Majority chapters dec not
issue outright endorsements of politicisns, Rather, they attempt to
(”,clarify the differences between opposing candidates on what they desig-
nate as key moral) issues. The voters are then asked to make what is
often an obvious choice on the basis of fundamentalist biblical impera-

tives.

As a result, previously apathetic sectors of local electorates
have been exhorted from the pulpit to let their consciences lead them
7 to the polls against.abortion and the women's Equal Rights Amendment,
and in favor of s prayer, a? T positions anérgiﬁz§”1ggges
defined through bibiical interpretation. .

(more) PAGE -1-
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Upsets in some Florida State islature primaries have just about
sealed the doom of “the Equa 8 dment in that state,
- -~ e I T RV DT
Earlier, feminists had set their campaign sights on Florida as a
breakthrough opportunity in their attempt to gain just three more

states in the pro-E.R.,A. columm to ratify the amendment proposal be-
fore the June 1982 cut-off date,
..P.—ﬁlnw

-

In J a born-again Chr:l.sl:ian candidate upset incumbent,
pro-E.R.A, S _Dan h in a Democrati.c primary. Accord-
that race.

__ wide coalition was well-organized nd Mr. Jenkine In

In % where Mr. Blair is pastor of the 4, 000-member
Temple Baptist Church, Ed Boone r.har bom-again Christian, took
Sl=percent of .the agalnst Ken Katsaris in.thelocal sheriff's

~ race. "Mnral Hajorit:y had a great “deal to do with that," Mr. Blair
said.

However, a candidate's religion is not always the acid test of
Moral Majority support, he cautioned. The idea is to put forward "more
people whom we would call moral people -- not necessarily Christian
people -- and help elect people who believe what we bélieve in,"

i Elsewhere in Florida, two politically unknown candidates prompted
by the "get involved" rhetoric of Moral Majority and other Christian
Right groups made sW@ﬂl runs for nomination.

gwis Dimkins, anc ila attorney who entered the Republican primary
Jnited States Senate simply because ''the Lord spoke to my
heart," chalked up 15,000 votes in a six-way contest. He lost to

Paula Hawkins, a former state Public Service Commissioner with wide
recognition.

In Gainesgville, the Rev. Gene Keith got so fired up after a Moral
Majority political trailning Session that he jumped into the Democratic
primary for the state Senate w:l.th no political experience and ran a

% strong second In"a four-way race against an incumbent.

In/Wiscons known as one of the most politically liberal states
in the co e Republican primary produced Bob Kasten, a former
congressman md 'a friend of conservatives,' says Digck S} iller, a Moral
Majority state organizer. In November, Mr, Kasten will oppose Demo-
cratic Sen. Gaylord Nelson, a prime target of the Moral Majority "hit
list," R

In the Madisop area, the Moral Majority planned to throw its
weight behind Republican nominee Jim Wright for U.S, Representative,

. Shiller sald, He will run against Rep,, Rotl 1
aubcomittee chairman accused of bottling up e proposed ScHool
prayer law within the House Judiciary Committee.

(more) PAGE -2-
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In Alabama, U.S. Rep, John Buchanan Jr,, a Baptist minister,
blamed his I0ss in the Republican prifiEy directly on the efforts of
Moral Majority, "It was°HMoral ﬁ'ﬁjorlty that very quietly, but very
effectively covered my district like a tent," said the 16-term
veteran after losing 45 percent.£o.355 percent to Albert Lee
Smith, Jr,, a Birmingham insurance agent,

T e e e o
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Mr, Smith, backed up by helpful potshots against his opponent
from Jerry Falwell at a Birmingham rally, hammered away the
incumbent's vote to extend the proposed E.R.A. ratification deadline,
and to put the Panama Canal treaties into law, Mr, Buchanan was also
" judged as soft on military def fense and welfare and accused of opposing
school prayer, The last charge, Mr, Buchanan said, stands vefuted
by his Voting record. But Moral Majority organizers cited "his
"genera.l attitude" against it,

Elsevhere in Alabama, Moral Majority was cred:lted wmi
widening the margin of victory for retired Nayy.Admixal Jeremiah
Denton in the Republican primary for the U.S. Sen ate nominAaCtion .
Kdmiral Denton, once a prisoner of war in North Vietnam, swamped
his primary opponént Armistead Selden, a former Democratic
congressman, by a margin of two to one,

Minnesota, the state whose powerful Democratic-Farmer-Labor
Party produced=tie late Sen. Hubert Humphrey, former Senate dove
Eugene McCarthy and Vice President Walter Mondale, yielded some-
primary races to Moral Majority-bdcked candidates, Perhaps  the
biggest victory there was the toppling of State Sen, David Schaaf,
an abortion.xrights advocate considered to be BHE“GE the S
liberal members of the State legislature,

"I consider it a real blessing that he was defeated," said
Sandy Singer,a Moral Majority aide in St, Paul, The winner of the
Democratic nomination was Don Frank Roman Catholic whose views on
abortion, the E.R.A. and other 'pro-fam ssues coincide with
those of Moral Majority.

\ But the victory was cancelled out by the loss of State

ep, Ray Kempe, an ardent anti-abortion spokesman, to Carolyn

Rodrig feminist commmity activist. The defeat came despite
¥, Kempe's appearance at a rally 1aat June :I.n wh:l.ch he embraced the
Moral Majority theme, "America _You're Too Young to Die.

In another St, Paul_state assembly district, Tom Harens,
a 26-yeat-old born-again Christian triumphed™in a six-way race for
th& Democratic-Farmer~Labor nomination.

According to Miss Singer, "it's next to impossible for
Tom to lose now that he's a D.F.L. candidate,” in a district where
Republican victories have been a rarity. |

(more) PAGE =3-
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In Alaska, the Repyblican Party has been shaped into a virtual
pilot M’E Majority political aims. Moral Majority backers

 took control of the party by inundating district caucuses last
February, So far, the new party management built a state political
platform against abortion, and a military draft for women and in
favor of a boycoft of the White House Conference on Families and the
elimination of welfaré payments to employable persons.

R AT T RS 5

Despite the tendency to find more Republicans %han
Democrats to its liking, the Moral Majority says.it is committed
to identifying members of both parties whose stands can be accepted
as "moral' or "Christien." Mr. Falwell tells millions of viewers
in his nation-wide television audience of their duty to vote.

To those who have not registered, he warns: "Repent of it,
(It is a sin," -

a0

PHILLIPS NAMED
RMAN OF BIBLE WEEK

By Religious News Service. (9-11-80)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Thomas L. Phillips, the Raytheon executive who
played an instrumental role in the conversion of Charles Colson, will
- chair the annual Bible Week Luncheon here Nov, 21,

A member of Trinitarian Congregational Church of Wayland, Mass.,
Mr, Phillips is on the board cf Mr, Colscn's Prison Fellowship ministry
and is associated with fcrmer Iowa Semator Harold Hughcs in the Inter-
national Leadership Conference, amother Christian ministry.

Ta his book, Born Again, former White House aide Colson
related how he found thot hie old friend Tom 2hillips was "a totally
- differeat pérzon" when he met him in the spring of 1933 after several
years, He found that Mr. Phillips hz2d become an evangelical Christian,
The Raytheon executive led the former Nixon "hatchet man" to ¥
C.S. Lewis' book, ¥ere Christianity, and Mr. Colson made a
Christian commitment after reading the book.

The theme of this year's National Bible Week (Nov. 23-30) is:
"The Bible. It has a lot to offer," Howard C. Kauffman,
president .of the Exxon Corporation and national chairmar for
the 40th annual observance, will be guest of honor at the
luncheon,
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Lobbies

Lobbying for Christ:

Evangelical Conservatives
Move from Pews to Polls,
But Can They Sway Congress?

When conservative Christian lob-
byists were rounding up congressmen
for a House petition to force a floor
vote on school prayer.w
chanan, a moderate Alabama Repub-
Iican, balked at signing

Buchanan 18 a Ba 1ster

. and was an g]uthor of an unsuccessful

l
(

constitutional amendment to permit

Wﬁm
misgivings about the complex legal

strategy conservatives had come up
with to tmwmme
Court -
“To leaders of the Chrstian po-
hitical groups Moral Majority and
Chnistiap_Voice, that was no excuse
iEey branded Buchanan an opponent
of school prayer and began denouncing
him 1n his congressional district

Facing a difficult Republican pri-
mary race against a conservative chal-
lenger, Buchanan gave in and signed
the petition

“I just decided that, while I don't
think 1t will work, I was not willing
to be put down on the wrong side of
an 1ssue where I have a strong feeling,”
Buchanan explained “Ironically, it
has not made any difference The
Moral Majority, or someone, has con-
tinued to flood my district with ma-
terial showing me to be on the wrong
side of school prayer "

Buchanan also was castigated by
the Christian right, from platform and
pulpit, for his hiberal votes on such

issues as the Egqual Rights Amend-
ment (ERA) a On Sept 2,
)

“I'd say they did a rather thor:
ough job of beating my Erams out with
Chnistian love,” he said the day fol-

owing his de

Blunt Instrument

At a time when the Christian
right has been gorging itself on extra

—By Bill Keller

helpings of public attention — more
than 250 press broadcast repre-
sentatives covered the movement’s
August revival meeting in Dallas —
Buchana i[lustrates that this
1s a force to be reckoned with But
it 15 the force of a4 blunt instrument,
not a surgical scalpe

The evangelical right 1s a_loose
alliance of groups attempting to enhst

ro crafé Apu comnitiee
hom. P‘\q“l.s Shu-m

voters registered, newsletters arcu-)

lated, and pastors mobilized (Groups,
p 2628)

Perhap gsive 1S
the claim byl Moral Majonty fthe larg-
est Christian right organization The

group boasts 1t has registered 3 mllion

ngwm&w,\ycgmm to
politics

““The figure has béen widely re-
ported, but 1t appears to have little
factual basis Though Moral Majority
President Jerry Falwell said the Aum
ber 1s based on estimates from_state
fhihates, Mm'al Majonty dlrectors in

fornia agg ) élabsm R v sa;d they
(merey send out voter matenals to

pastors and make no effort to keep
a count of new registrants
The November elections will test

sthict, Bible ad nts — mostly Bap-
t fid independent evangelical

sects, but also theological conserva-

tives within Catholic, “NMormon -and
Protestant denominations — as the

rm“ﬁo?ﬁ?ﬁf'ﬂmlmnmu!%y
Thesé groups already are making

impressive claims about money raised,

CO'!'HGHT 1980 CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY INC
mmmdﬁunwwwmh

“emerging

whether this much-touted
force” can, in fact, move millions of

conservative Bible believers from the
pews to the polls, and thus influence
the "outcome of other close races hike
Buchanan's

'‘But even the architects of the
movement concede they are much far-

Sept 6, 1980—PAGE 2627
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Lobbies - 2

Moral Majonity. In late 1978 the Rev Rohert dJ
Billings borrowed $25,000 from a Texas believer and
used 1t to buy the mailing hst of television’s Old Time
Gospel Hour The resulting “educational” group, which
Gospel Hour star Jerry Falwell and Billings called the
Moral Majority, now claims to have semi-autonomous
chapters m-a a newsletter mailing<list, in-
cluding non-paying recipients, of more than 400,000

(72,000 of them pastors or preachers), and=wrfirst=yea
budget of 31 2 ml.ﬂlon -

“1 ThinR'Tt'§"8&fe 10 say Moral Majonty has become
a household word 1n a httle over a year,”” said Ronald
Godwin, vice president 1n charge of the Washington
headquarters Bilhings left the organization recently to
become coordinator of church voters for Republican
presidential candidate Ronald Reagan
To preserve tax advantages, Moral Majority (hke
most of the groups lListed helow} hks carefully set up
separate structures to handle lo| and campaign
gwmg But all of the legal enntles are well satellites,
all work toward a single purpose ‘“To create a
’moral chmate 1n which 1t 18 easier for politicians to
vote right than wrong,” as Godwin put 1t
Moral Majority.amtially had high hopes of influ-
encing elections through a political action committee
(PAC) But the Moral Majonty PAC, according to its
midyear report to'the Federal Election Commuission,
raised only $22,089, and now has been left dormant
Falwell saidThe PAC drained money from other projects
I and put too much emphasis on candidates rather than
1ssues
Moral Majority now hag_gg_g%mmmkers n
Washington, ensconced 1n a new Capitol Hill office suite
with no trappings of Chnistian fundamentalism In ad-
dition to lobbying (none of the staff previously has been
a professional lobbyist), the group will bé concentrating
on enlarging state affiliates, training political activists
and setting E‘ﬁ“"é“fféﬁ"“gmss»mots‘»’a mchmery as tele-
phone banks e i
The Religious Roundtable The brainchi hild of Ed.. ...
waE McAteer, a former Colgate Palmolive marketing
man and ﬁe d operatwe of the Conservatwe Caucus
and Jameg - predch i
las, The Roundtable was envisioned as a top-level alli-
ance of promunent, politically minded evangehcals The
group has held seve{:l polmcall semunars, by far the
largest the National Affairs Briefing, which drew au-
diences of up to 15,000 in Dallas Aug 21 and 22
McAteer and Robison now plan to begin state chap-
ters, and will begin distnibuting a newsletter-the—
_ﬂﬂuﬂd%:é&l_?gﬁg_r_tbm September Some evangelicals
privately see this as a battle of egos between Robison
and Moral Majority’s Falwell
But McAteer, who 1s also on the board of Moral
Majority, said in an interview The Roiindtable will con-
centrate on ders, while Moral Majonty 18
mobilizing troops The Roundtable also claims to have
=g ot

er~relifious base than Moral Majority, which
draws most heavily from e two groups, at
any rate, share an 1dentical polltlcal outlook bedrock
Bible-based conservative

RIS AT, Wil g A T

. group’s “projected” lobbying budget 15

Who’s Who in the Christian Right

So far, The Roundtable has telied on donations,
which McAteer estimated would total about $750,000
this Vear, almost half of 1t to run the briefing T-Daliaa

! The Roundtable s lobbymg arm, calléd gfundtable
Issueg an: ers, {ilham C_Chasey ormer
1rect,or of specia, interests for John B~ Conn y, to
Iobby in Washington Chasey a]sma con=

tant for The Rﬂung_,gbje and, as a volunteer, runs
__ hnatlan Voter Program’ for Reagan
"""" sed 'in Califormia, Chnstian

Vmcmnmﬁ’best known for 1ts “report card”
on Congress Gary Jat formerly m’tﬁf‘%h
the Rev Sun“ﬂg;i_fgnj s _Unification_Church and
leglslatwe'"'ﬂ:rector for the American Conservatwe ¥
Union, 1s the voice’s Washington 10DB4st> -
~==nfarmin claims Chnstian_Voice has 190,000 mem-
bers, including_ 37,000 ministers, who m‘%ﬁ@
newsletter and occasio Ative alerts He said the
Jarmin also runs thé™grolp’s PAC, called the Moral
Govemment Fund which he said plans to spend $1
“reported at the end of June 1t had

raised 0nly 78,214, and iticurfe 2,380, most
of 1t 1n an independent campaign for Reagan

Christian Voice has a hit list of 36 incumbent mem-
bers of Congress i1t hopes to help un armin said
the main assault will be distmbuting anti-incumbent
tracts outside churches on the Sundays before Election
Day, and urging preachers to denounce incumbent lib
erals from the pulpit A lobbyist for one nval evangelical
group said Christian Voice is considered “a little bit
radical” for its willingness to attack “They tend to
have more of a knee-jerk reaction,” he said

Natmnnl Ch.nsuan Action gg@%mn The coali-
tion WS itous 'ber; Blll.mgs as

a lobby group forhntlan school E

father and Falwe They went
up front and we kind of went into the background > _
The coalition 18 now both a small “think tank™
for the evangelical mght, and the Washington repre
sentativé for-am=agsortment of Chnstlan moraht
lif1cs groups like Georga's | C 1tizens _for
gﬂ’tﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁ@fh ent and INAiana s, Hoosiers, or ] ‘}11
ofality  Billings, formetly of the National Conserva
tﬁ‘é‘%’h‘f?ﬁ‘l Action Commuttee, runs an office with
a full-time staff of three N
He said the coalition’s material — including leg-
islative alerts and political orgamizing tips — goes to
1,200 churches and Chnstian schools, plus a number
ofmdividuals-he-will-net-chsclose Brllings does no direct
lobbymng, but has hired a professional on occasion to
press Chnstian school concerns
The group has also produced a movie, widely shown
in churches and on Christian television stations, which

featurea conseru&gu&immakem&dm&m&uﬁm-\

~~Bﬂhngs runs a small PAC, th hnstlan Vote
Victory Fund, which producés a congressional

4 a n family 1ssues e
PR —By Bill Keller

COPYRIGHT 1980 CONGRESSIONAL GUARTERLY INC
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ther from achieving their ultimate goal
— the ability to bend Congress to their
will

Strategsts
The movement draws its strate-

gists from secular conservat 1es
single interest forces as the
night-to-life_and & -

Two of the principal consultants

to the evangelical nght are Paul M

Weyrigh of the Commuttee for The Sur-
vival of a Free Congress, 8 New Right
an ’ﬁ'”ai—?mg r

group, oward Phil
Nixon aide who started the.Conser-

T bt
vative Caucus

~-THe evangelical nght also has |
drawn some of its lieutenants from the

ranks of the America nservatiye
Union, the National. -

litical Action Committee, and the
awkish Amencan, Secunty-Covacl!
What separates the Christian
right from these groups 1s its focus
on churches as the precincts for or-
aniZing_campaign.and_ legistatvé ac
tivity, the use of Y and radioc preach-
e a motivating_force, an e
Etiphasis .on the, Bible. as,.the -valida-
tion for political actiyity.
© Pmlhips“calls this movement,
“The most significant development in
American politics since
bor discovered the_ba pRme
= AREHTE talking,” Weyrich pro-
“about Chnistiamizing Amer-

" claims,
1C8..n :
The four principal Christian right

organizations — Moral

Rehigious Roundtable. The Chnstian

Voice and.the National Christian_Ac:
W

tion Coalition — all have hingt
ices that monitor legislation and

Ac-

as on

lobby, emplo§ing the tradrtional tech-

mquis‘iﬁ ﬁa‘d‘-‘hg dlﬁ"_aﬁ'a-;#—‘mcm-ggus-

ing, the mass mail:in-and-the~tele-
phone™blitz

“~Soimetimes they warn members of

Congress that a wrong vote will hurt

their scorés 1n the new ‘‘moral’ o

Their Washington presence 18
small — fewer than half a dozen men
actually work Capitol Hill™&nd thewr
operations in the Capitol still are
largely unsophisticated

But veteran conservative strate-
gists say that seasoned lobbyists are
secondary to local organizing that will
enable the g‘ro—ﬁp%mre ;
through the congressional districts —
especially t at of Election-Day

opposition
“We have to fight a political guer-
e——cr

;

poilcy_ an Eﬁnﬂg; ggense sg‘ smg
e nstian right assis mn

ge

ties

i Lo D

i

Lobbies - 3

Heavy-Handedness

The school praver fight has
bmj%ﬂrQMSL lobbying
from Christian right crusaders

The current battle 1s over a com-,

plex and legally controversial bill to
den urt junsdiction gver

voluntary prayer
Most of the more than 20,000

postcards and letters Bible believers
have launched so far a

tRen. Robert.
W Ka.stenmelerl D-Wis . who chairs
the  House Judiciary subcommittee

nlla war, not a fixed battle.in-Wash-
imgton, D C-, but hundreds of
mmﬁh}_ncts
around the l‘:‘(‘.'ul'tl;xy,;I said Phillips 1n
an interview “We will create a ch-
mate where 1t’s not necessary to lobby
in Washington, but where the appro-
pnate course 18 obvious [to members
of Congress] "

Their two most concerted lobby-
ing efforts so far have been the battle

for school prayer and pas-
sage of an amendmen ing fed-

“The things I've been talk-
ing about tonight, preach them
in your pulpit  America 1s
waiting for leadership, preachers,
and you're it "

—The Rev Jerry Falwell,
president, Moral Majority

dealing with the bill, portray the 1ssue
as clear_-&u.i-ﬁl-l-haummwer
in schools, or against 1t

S—Mreibers—Tike Buchanan, who

eral intervention i1n private schools to
SYSp racial discrimination (E"-%’yer.
Weekty™“Report p 1966, private
schools, 1979 Almanac p 197, Weekly

Report p 2548) balked at signing a discharge petition
to wrest the bill from Kastenmeier’s
Inside Allies subcommittee, have been marked as

opponents of school prayer and blasted
in their home districts
Another target of this strategy

was Rep Mickey Edwards, R-Okla,
a staunch conservative who 18 wit
Tiim e:2~gard-th
rt J Billings, a founder of
Moral Majority

Evangelicals also have joined
other conservative groups in legislative
fights against abortion, I\_i'omosexual
nghts, the Equal Rights Amendment
Eiducation, and in favor of budg

aRCil aR~Bhti-commUunIs

wards didn’t sign promptly, Wilham
C Chasey Jr, a lobbyist for The
_Roundtable; “phioned & tetévision
*‘ﬂ?e'ﬂﬂl'é?‘i'ﬁ"J Oklahoma who agreed to
castigate the congressman on the air
for failing to toe the fundamentalist
line The TV sermon brought Edwards
a flood of unhappy letters from prayer
supporters, Billings said
Billings said the ploy worked —
Edwards signed the petition — but
it left conservative Chnistians with a
reputation for heavy-handedness that
may hurt them next time they need
a favor
“In our enthusiasm, we some-
times do or say things that we

tting churches exempted from a bill

Eﬂ%&?;‘%.“;ﬁn?;@ disclostire of ISbbying activi-
eekly Report p 1047)

Pulpit politicos have found their
inside allies at the nght tip of the
political spectrum — men lhike Sens
Jesse Helms, R-N C and Gordén J
Humphrey, R-N H , and Reps Robert
K Domnan, R-Calif, Phihp M Crane,
R-Ill, Larry P McDonald, D-Ga,
John M Ashbrook, R-Ohio, and
George Hansen, R-Idaho

“George Hansen calls me so many
imes a day, I wonder if he’s a con-
gressman or a used car salesman,”

saxd Moral Ma]onfx' Vice President
Ronald Godwin

COPYRIGHT 1980 CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY tNC
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Lobbies - 4

wouldn’t do if we were a little more
experienced and mature,”” said
Bullings, who 1s now Republican presi-
dential candidate Rﬁﬁ%‘Reagan 's ht
aison with church groups

Legislative Agenda

The evangelical right celebrated
a sort of public debut in Dallas on

%@ﬂwmylval
called the National Affairs

Briefing
The affair attracted crowds rang-
ing from 7,000 to 15,000, at least a

peddhng, and world superorty in
weaponry . .
="*THhe things that I've been talking
about tomight, preach them in your
pulpit,” urged Falwell *“ Amencais
waiting for leadership, preachers, and
you'l:e it"”

One 1tem high on the agenda of
evangelical lobbyists.1s Sen Paul
Laxalts RNev m&l& Betign

collection-of 38 proe—
m“ﬁ"i Q&@.‘%ﬁ.ﬂn school, de-
segre a mn. ual LghiSmease
in ermm n mrsg,l;gel_.,spul:grr.hl_vﬁ

-

“We are talking about Chris-

tianizing America ”’ fid (

—Paul M Weyrich, director,

Commuttee for the Survival of a Free Congress

fourth of them ministers Of equal in
terest 10 the organizers was the crowd
of reporters drawn to the affair, manv
of them compiling stonies about what*
seems to be this year’s mpst. colorful
political phenomenon

~The erowds listened to a tag team
of preachers and politicians who de
livered hellfi ons about moral

decay and high,nutched denuncigtions
of the ilbergﬂlweetabhshment in Wash
ington "= )
The persistent theme was that Bi-
ble believers are to blame for the na-
tional condition because they have sat
out the political pracess
‘It's time tor Chnstians to crawl
out from under the pews,” Texas evan

gelist @&n_ﬁ_ﬂg,hmkone of the spon-
sors, exhorted the crowd

Falwell, star ot television’s (ld
Time (Fospel Hour and president of
Moral Majonty, recited what he called
a “lay list e. Eighties” =
the evangelicals’ ambitious legislative
agenda
Among the top 1tems cuustltu-

PAGE 2630—Sept 6, 1980

b “soc;gllzedmegtg;gg in_the form
of national health insurance Stlffer

abuse school praver, se ucatmn ;
11stribution o trace tives &% mi-
nors - tax statis,of pri "ﬁk‘s

AL

alismans.of the

Evan%el:cal lobhy1sts sa}' they ex-
pect to fight for at least some of the
provisions, probably as rniders on ap-
propniations bills

Though 1t was not on Falwell's
‘ laundry list,” lobbyists for the evan-
gelical right also plan to get 1nto eco-
nomic 1ssues, su ort:ng “Tax_an
spendifig cﬁt‘ﬂ‘fﬁpfounﬁ remarﬁabll
Kke=the" Republidan Party platform
“~~-Charles Cade, director of state or
gan Ziie=emd=ffrmer legislative spe-
ciahist for Moral Majority, said the
group has commissioned polls and
hired marketing consultants to find
out what 1ssues "“the most people are
hkely to get involved in ' One was
the economy

“Abortian, pornography, homo-
sexuality, those ‘are hard for average
Chiistrans to relate to,” Cade sad
“They don’t read Playboy, their
daughters aren’'t pregnant, they don’t
know any queers But when people’s
Iife savings are deteriorating at 15 to
20 percent a year, that 18 epi/*==="

vangelhical nght

point out that the movement's agenda
excludes the more traditional watch-

COPYRIGHT 1980 CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY INC
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care for the needy, human rights
“It’s all scare,”” said Tom

Getman, an aide to Sen Mark O.

Hatfield, R-Ore , an évangelical wnh

Gords of Christian concern — peace,

a hberal voting record “It’s all playmng:

on people’s dark side They say noth-
ing about social justice Nothing about
the nuclear arms race Nothing about

ur militanism or maternialism ™’ .

v

Tactics

The tactics the evangelical nght
already 1s using to advance its leg-
islative proposals were outlined for
about 300 participants who stayed
after the Dallas conference for a morn-
ing of political hints i

® Massive voter registration drives

able is trymg to persua e min'
isters to preach and conduct voter reg;
istration 1n their churches Sept 28
and to reserve Nov 2 for get out-the
vote sermons

OChurch level "layman s _leagues
or “IOTETAction committees, t0.study
fandidates and legislation

® State and reglonal tramning semi-

pars_1n_political ;agt:cs “both The
Roundta Aoral Majorltv sav
these are being planned, ah-eve

on the 1982 elections’

®An alre xmn network of
newsletters that “simphfy” and “‘clar’
1y pohtlcal 1ssues from a scriptural
perspective™~ Weyrich noted the Chns
tian right sometimes i1s cnticized for
its stark and uncompromising por
trayal of complex issues, but he told
the crowd not to listen to such cnti
cism

‘Frame [1ssues| in such a wav
that there 1s no mistaking who 1s on
the rlght side and who 1s on the wrong
side,” he urged ° Ultimately, every
thing can be reduced to right and
wrong Everything "

1cat10n5 network of
“telephone trees” that can bring a hail
of Christian opinion down on Congress
at critical points in the legislative bat
tle Weyrich, noting that press atten
tion 1n Dallas had given the movement
immeasurable new credibihity, added,
“I suggest you go out of your way to
court the media " e
Conservative strategists say that
by adopting these tactics they are sim

{ ply following the lead of orgamzed la

bor, environmentahsts, consumer ad

which win their way by making them
selves impossible to ignore

“The quéstion 13, whose 1ssues are
going to be debated”” said Gary L

kvocates and other liberal groups,"

~
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vote on their concerns X | - .
Farmly lssues G A A'portran of Sen Robert Dole, R-Kan , in black
The most widely dlstrlbutad evangehcal fight rating and whitg,-from a congressional scorecard aimed ‘at

so far 1s the Famuly Issue printed by .~ Chnistian conservatives Each slice représents a “key

" the Chnstian 3 ','_i._ 8 Vietory Fun W T by béth -vote” selected by the rating organization .
Moral Majority and The Religious Roundtable Author <% ' |
Wilham Billings said_220,000 COE]ES already havé been ‘“‘pro-American nation under attack by atheistic Marxist
printed, .and hé expects a million to be i c:rculanon forces")
by elecuon time S Jarmin said 1ssues were pickéd for their “significant

< A ﬁ'lore heavily publicized rating 1s thehghnstmn

,_n

| newspaper chippings with headlines hke “Lawmakers a radical, secuiar hume ’ﬁ"‘f'"hll% i

! Given Chnstlan Ratmgs and "Mora i core Low ==Only e o {he six clergymen’ in Congress scored
“T : ran. pIctire bet(@r than—50 percent on ‘the moral'scorécards Black
u : s, members of Congress Tared even worse, their average |
. Jarmin sald many of these stories mwmt.erpreted" . score was6 e s ARG = Y
the purpose of the feport cards , =—TheTatings provoked criticism that the evangelical
“It was not mtended as a atanstlcal evaiuatmn right 1s equating Christiamty g _po
-of the moral characte: Bers. ‘ gress,” he and 1gnoring suc apparenty ‘moral” concerns a8 Armg
said rate a voteas emgm itself control and feeding the hungry £y s ninten
moral or unmora] That would be ndiculous votes that they called distinctly Chris-
““wBulliags~and=Jarmin used a common pool of 1ssues tian positions, I can't call distinctly Christian posi®
for their ratings tions,” said Robert Dugan, whose _NatlonaJ Assocjation:
Lawmakers won points for oppoamg extended rati- of Evangelu‘ﬁi&“ﬁi’tﬁﬂ&ﬁom-agm_ﬁwﬁnsnans of vary-
fication time for the Equal Rights Amendment, “‘bm {Rg-potitical beliels ¢S untair to msigt that po politicians

S Sr—— — e ST — R S —"

s

Chrlstlan Vote Ratmgs. Study in Absolutes

Don't tell Houston preacher M ¥ oo :
that politics 1s not all black or white - X w'“te i’ Pro- . Wh—ne k
" In the concourse of the Dallas Reunion Arena, wheré s,m!“ Business ' lfr 0- f?."."“y
Christian conservatives were holdmg a political revival” i
meeting, Champion was selling thousands of copies of ! : K A Ns As

a $3 95 hook that provides black:and- whng ple “charts’ _ - g ,

for each member of Congress urporting to summarize v 0 0

the member’s viéws on family, business agd fg_;;m 1ssues g 73 /o 5 Y 70%
“'I‘he blacker The chart, the Mmry they - BUS'NESS A FAMILY

are,” Fe told an atfenflve crowd of delegates one after- £

Tfé?;— “Look at Sen [John] Glenn of Ohio If ydu follow

he media, he always comes across'as Mr Clean But

| Just look at.his.chas e =1 de

b==TFe book Champ:on was hawkmg (“We’ll probably
move about 10,000 as a result of this 'one meeting )"

1s Just the most graphic of séveral new Chnstian‘ con- -
§érvative voting guides that claim to give a clear plcture >
of where incumbents stand on ‘‘moral issues” The
evangelicals have thus joined scores of secular special
interests who publish annual scorecards of how members

““mofal 1nplications ” In somé cases, he conceded, the
correct moral stance may have been “‘a little obscure ”

, , Creation of the Department of Education was im-
moral fof example, Beécause. 1t would “increase federal

Véice “Réport Card” of 14 Key Moral Issues™ Author
ary Jarmin_said about 0,000 have been. distnbuted
WITH plans to disseminate thousands of single-member .

report cards in targéted campaign districts 1ntervent10n and bureaucraﬁﬁ"ﬁ'ﬁma'n st gu'l‘ﬁ\‘:lon over

Jarmin said the “major objective” was to get “a : a ‘Supported-
lot of press,” which succeeded He has a collection of mr‘ﬁd'ucatmn Aasoc:atlon “which espousee

ernmient legal aid fo foster homosexuarl ts_or abor- fit into a certain Chnstian _mold."
3 2l balAnce "Cre e OnSETvaTiVe leader Paul M Weynch however, de-

fends this approach; noting “It 1s not going to do any

reggggd at “schools T eysrored plua,ea for sup- good to register millions of voters and then not tell
porting a Ealan u ation--of~prayer them who the good guys are and who the bad guy
in public_schools re ‘

hristian Voice added foreign policy to 1ts report “We believe i absolutes,” said Champion ‘“The
card, apPlatiding lawmakers who supported a vow to Bible 1s a book of absolutes "

gefend Ta:wan (“from an attack by Godless Comiiunist, . - ]
ina’ opposed, sanctions agawnst Rhodesia (a , —By Bill Keller

e = —— -1 - —
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radio stations_(with a new one created
about every week) and abog,t.aﬁ.ﬁxﬂ

tume TV Slgfion. .
Another 700 radio and TV Pro-
grams are distributed to secular
broudeat(Ers. ~/

.. ; 0.
Whos gomg to take hold of the ¥ 1igh
ground? What we do 1s take an 1ssue,
builld a constituency around 1it, and
then the politicians can’t ignore it "

A dozen ministers interviewed at ’ IS, FTagtrong. estimates
the Dallas gathering said they would thiat 80 percent. of the broadcasts ; are
follow the advice at least as far as lical C

évangelica F&g;lqp _
\ 0! industry estimates say

that 10 _to. 15 million Amerlc are

reguTar, Taithful, viewers of Séveral re-’
lmmm +00-mil-
Iion may tune in one of the broadcasts
each week In the past few years, many
of t}i€"Most popular shows — Falwell’s
Gospel Hour and the Rev Pat Rob-
ertson’s 700 Club, for instance — have
acquired an openl lltu:alwtone
Armstrong sala many of the
smaller outlets are following suit
He euggests that anyone who
doubts the influence of the electnc
chirch need only ask the Federal
Communications Commussion (FCC)
In 1974, two men petitioned the
FCC for a rule that might have sub-
jécted FM religious broadcasters 'to
commercial competition By August of
the followmg year, when the FCC dis-
missed the ‘petition, a milhon letters
of protest had rolled in, generatst by °
distressed religious | broadcasters
In-theTive years since, the FCC
has received @noth l1on pieces
of mail from_religious listeners appar-
ently unaware that the 1ssué 1s long

dead An FCC official said the letters
A 'pgll con__ducted by 999"“" are still “trickhing” 1n at the rate' of
Gallup’s Princeton Religion Research 100 a day

Center last year found th‘i 20 percent James Robison of The _Roundtable Both Presidént Carter and Rea—
of Americans, about 30 million voters, ~ Welcomes Ronald Reagan to Dallas gan have accepted invitations to ad-

con: Reider themselves Strict” Bible be- :
S EFE e = . dress the religious broadcasters’ con-
lTever 3 EY the ev evaﬁgg!n‘ﬁ‘f right” force in election campaigns, however, vention 1 QOctober, and Armstrong

Setisiders 1 1ts ‘atural.constituercy An. avé not bee 8o, successful, expects ah unprecedented 400 radio

voter registration . Most said they
would encourage theiwr congregations
to read literature put out by the evan-
gelical nght groups because the sec-
ular media _cannot be. trusted, and
many plan to discuss the 1ssues in
church
“l will never name a candidate
from the pulplt and say you must vote
this way,” said Dana Halstead, pastor
of a 250-member evangelical congre-
gation 1n Shawnee, Kansas “But
when an 1ssue ¢omes up, I will en-
courage our people to write letters to
congressmen and express their convic-
tions ' -
Halstead said he already had con-
ducted a voter registration day 1n his
church, and asked a lawyer in his con-
‘ gregation to help set up a committee
to discuss legislative 15sues
“We are a group that’s going to
have to be contended with,” he said

Potential
Numercally, at least, organizing
- evangelicals 1s an 1dea with tremen-

dous potential

otR&r ‘21"'mllhon voters ._meer. a looser Morm;gntxs P"l‘t“"l action staticiis dnd three rel
defimtion of “"born_ag: Chngnans commitiee = which re y was BeTag: SaiY:
Her polls sﬁow tlua group to be deSigred-to raise a m llmn dollars for :‘:tentl:):gtzeill?tms e"é’f"g their new

one of the least politically active se 1980 camamn,.?offe,r,m — .feported i
{ ments of the e_letl::l?)_rate- y & | at midyear 1t ha ra'lgd”;;l:ly about They never had any interest n

Politicians have been impressed $22,000, thege Rupgs 1 the paxt,” Armstrng
by the enormous audiences of the TV ““Falwell said he has lost interest 58! .

preachers who galvamzed thé move. j 'n the PAC because it was a dran
ment — and their proven ability to ( on resources and diverted. attention  Seeking Support

a1se huge sums of money from 1ssues to candidates Carter and Reagan both also have

Falwell fof example, says he C‘lli}}?,tl.auﬁ.avpﬂl“- which has am-  gdded church hiasons to their staffs,

38 mulbon_in dona las bitions of spen mg,mumtumthrous 1n acknowledgment of the movement'’s
awers. &H its Moral teEund,mostly  potential

on independent activities for Reagan, On August 5 Cartér held a secret

money SGPPOrts his broadcast rmmstry reported at the end of June it had  |neeting with seve_ral evangelical
and school complex Tn Lyhchburg, { rewsed $78,214 and incurred $82 3801 churchmen to discuss how he might

Va , and only induectly advances the | debts combat the attacks made on him by
cause of Moral Majority e > groups like Moral Majonity - ..
Theé four leading evangelical Airwave Preachers He also has met separately wath
groups report raising roughly $4 mil- According to the RevBemjamin [ such church lumirianes as Southern
hion this year for tl;e:rw L Armstrong, executive director of the Baptist Convention President.Basley
\ b&Wm Nutronal Religious Broadcasters Asso- | Smith, in.an-effort to put himself right
ir efforts to be a big financial clatiom; airwave préachers run 1,360 | with the Bible-believers -
e S———
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Lobbies - 7

Established Churches Also Lobby Co

Next door to the Supreme Court and a short stroll
from the Capitol 1s‘an-Itahan Renaissance-style building
owned by the United Methodist Church

It 15 not a place of worship, but a strategically
located place of lobbying — headquarters for groups
that press a variety of liberal and humanitarian causes,
from handgun control to human rights .

The United Methodist Building 1s just one of the
more conspicuous signs that_the established churches
have long had an active place in the midst of gov-
ernment For all the fanfare that has accompanied the
arrival of the evangelical conservative lobby, it 1s small
compared to the more liberal church lobby already set-
tled here

“For years, the hberals have had a monopoly on
representing the Christian viewpoint in this city,” com-,
plains Gary Jarmin, lobbyist for the conservative évan
gelical group, Christian Voice
Interfaith Council W

One rough indicator of the church presence in the
capital 1s the Washington Interfaith Staff Council, an
informal dssociation of church lobbies that meets twice
a month to talk over legislation

The council includes representatives of 39 imajor
denominations and rehigious groups — Catholic, Prot
estant and Jewish — each of which mamntains its own
Washington presence The Christian members range in
outlook from the free-thinking Unitarans to the iore
dogmatic Baptists  _

The political spectrum of this group embraces the
liberal Natiohal Couneil'of Churches and the more con
servative National Association of Evangelicals The lat-
ter group 15 this establishfent’s closest link to the bur

geoming Christian conservative movement

Though churches can jeopardize their privileged tax
status 1If they devote a ‘“‘substantial” portion of their
wealth and manpowér to lobbying, “substantial” 1s a
vague enough word to leave major churches plenty of
room to testify, perquade. and cajole

Most of the et'.tabhshed denominations have news
letters and magazines to' get their message out to the
lay and clerical grass roots, though they are not so un
abashed as the new Chrnistian nght at mobihizing mass
letter campaigns and phone-ins Unlike the conservative
evangelicals the established churches generally steer
clear of election caimpaigns They have no hit hsts and
no political action committees

Human Dignity '

Churches have been at the center of political de-
bates from the American Revolution to the abolition
of slavery to Prohibition to the Vietnam War ~

Except for a few emotional 1ssues such as abortion
and homosexuality: which_have §plit the mainhne de-
nominations, the bulk of;church lobbying nowadays 1s
usually 1n alliance with liberal groups

Rehigious lobbyists, for example, are credited with
a major role in creating and protecting the food stamp
program and with helping ink U S foreign aid to the

i

gress

human rights policies of receiving countnes In contmt

)

.'
r-'r,f

" to conservative religious newcomers, most of the es-

q"-"

tablished denominations also have testified against the
_Gufrent efforts to legitimize prayer in public schools,
fearing a threat to the separation of church and state
The US Catholic Conference, which runs one of
the largest religious lobbying operations, has 4 40-page
booklet of 1ts legislative positions, said to be derived
from papal encyclicals and rulings by the synods of
bishops The positions, based on a central theme of
“human dignity and human nghts,” include support
for comprehensive national health 1bsurance, food
stamps, employment sibsidies, and SALT II The
Catholies would side with conservatives 1n opposition
to abomon and support for tuition tax credits
fice - to cope with lmmlgratlon 1ssues after World War
I, and has since multiphied hke the proverbial loaves
and fishes Five men lobby full-time for the church,
and that does not count representatives of Catholic hos-
pitals, schools dnd charities who fight their own battles
with the federal bureauctacy
Methodists

* The Umted Methodist Board of Church and Society
has a dozen full-time legislative specialists, and also
rents office space to groups in harmony with its views,
including the Coalition to Ban Handguns, the arms
control up Council for a Liveable World and the

Reéligiotis Coalition for Abortion Rights

Thé Méthodist political agenda, based on quadren-
mal conferences of clergy and laity, 1s somewhat more
liberal than that of the Catholics Methodists support
the' legal right to abortion and the civil rights of ho--
mosexuals, a foreign policy based on human r1ghts and
festraints on defense spending -

. These traditional church lobbyists *‘don’t represent
my part of the country,” said Dallas preacher James
Robison, a founder of the conservative Religious
Roundtable Robison contends the established church
lobby has strayed from the Bible “Political iberahsm
has been spawned by theological liberahsm:”

Leaders of the new Chnstian nght claim the only
thing they are doing differently 1s expounding consér-
vative views, which they believe to be more accurately
n lme with scnpture But Charles V Bergstrom, ex-
ecutive director of the Lutheran Council Office for Gov-
ernmental Affairs and current chairman of the
interreligious council, conténds the evangelical nght 1s
not just conventional chirch lobbying with a different
point of view ’

“First, they mix revivalism and evangelisin with
pohitical 1ssues,” Bergstrom said “You're a sinner and
an immoral person if you vote against them Second,
they claim to be called by God with this politiéal mis-
sion When you start feeling you've been selected
by God, there’s a strong danger Third 18 the estab-
lishment of hit hsts ‘They have every night to get
nvolved, but 1t ought to be clearly on the 1ssues’

—By Bull Keller

1
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- Lobbies - 8

“As nowisy as some of the leaders
are, you havé to take this senously,”
said the Rev Bap-
tist minister Carter named last year
as his haison with church groups

Reagan has been making an open
play for the evangelical vote, typified
by his statement to a thunderously
friendly crowd in Dallas that “I en-

( dorse you and what you are doing "

Moral Majority’s former director
Billings 1s an unpaid “coordinator for
church voter groups” and has helped
Reagan set up five advisory panels of

churchmen who are promised quick.

access to the candidate
Reagan’s committees, still not
completely appointed, include leaders
of Moral Majonity, The Roundtable,
;and the National | Chnstaan Action Co-

lition

« ™= Groups like "Moral Majonty and
- i 3 The Rnundtable, bemuse they take
ded are prohib-
m!d from endorsmg candldates tes except
thmlg;_%—tﬁ‘ﬁr‘ﬁé ra arms
“:‘ ?%But in practice, because individ-
l‘ l‘E\éders are free to make strictly

; ‘fmﬁn

"'pe ersonal political statements, there 1s

W

Y, " never much doubt which politicia
ey, 7 7 vare-favored

g B =X \Phe truth 1s, where the rubber

£ hlts;g\;he mad the Moral Majonity 1s

pro- Raen an’Jex-officio,” said Billings
In“‘f}tccngresswnal races, the

evnngehcaﬁ are making a p%h,@ un-
seat endangered lhberals Christian
ased a formal lList

— of 36 ;gcu&henta “targe for de-
1 fea I-";ﬁg‘m

Jarmin smd the group's PAC
plans mas's leafletings outside

4

!
-

=n ' churches i'the disputed congresswnal

s d:stncts focusing on the ‘‘anti-
T et famllyfmora. voting _records’_of the
“xp In incumben

ud P l“‘

B ke “Sifice other established conserva-
tive ,groups and, in many cases the
Republlcs‘,n Party, also have targeted

. these same districts; 1t~may be hard

S to tell how much difference
evangelicals made, once election re-
sults are 1n )

" +In. addition to such formal aid,
some of the evangelicals’ favored can-
didates 2seem to be getting valuable
exposure through conservative
churches The activity 1s reminiscent
of .the role some Southern black
churches have played in assisting lib-
eral candidates

The Rev k V uelle, pastor

of Shades Mgflm“endent

¢ «Church near ermmgl:mm afid head, of
 Alabama’s Moral Mglongg chapter,
said he had two conservative, te

candidates attend services 1n his

«
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church and answér questions about
their views “on moral 1ssues "’ He said
1,000 believers were 1n attendance for
each - .

The two men were vying for the
right to contest Sen Donald Stewart,
D-Ala, a target of the evangelical
nght

Moral Majority held a Birming-
ham ,rally Aug 26, one week before
the gnmary, at which Falwell plugged
the IF'uup s local heroes, and took
swipes at the loc
n—Biichanan said Vignuelle al
d denounced him from the pulpit
as “un-Chnstian,” which the pastor
denied
ignuelle said; “I have mentioned
his name [from the pulpit] but not
mn the hght of trying to cast influence
one way or the other "

Buchanan said conservatives fired
up by Moral Majority also conducted
door-to-door campaigning and a get-
out-the-vote crusade that ‘‘almost cer-
tainly” was the deciding factor in his
degg_t

«“““If you ever have to choose be-
tween facing the lions and getting in-
volved with these Christians,” the
congressman advised, “I'd follow Dan-
1el right 1nto the lions’ den ”

Election Outlook

Political adwvisers caution |, the
Chrnistian right against expecting too
much in 1980 In their organzing ef-
forts, evangelical leaders are dealing
with a group that 1s split on religious
dogma and politically naive

“They haven't leamed to fly yet,”
savs Phillips . “I don’t expect 1t to be
that good a year I expect 1t to begin
to show signficantly in 1982 "

Weynch agrees=-tHat~ost of the
troops “‘are not equipped to vote below
the top of the ticket ”

Evangelical right leaders have be-
come concerned that they have fo-
cused too much on elections, which
could have two devastating results

If the candidates they choose lose,
disappointed Christians may abandon
the movement 1n dismay

“If--Carter 1s re-elected and no
Senate seats are turned over, I think
there would be great discouragement,”
Weyrich said Billings agreed If Rea-
gan loses, he said, “I would be naive
if 1 said they would keep up their
enthusiasm hey will not ”

And if the' candidates they sup-
port win;’ 1eaders see a serious danger
of disﬂlus:onment

Billings* tevealed that after Rea-

‘gan used the word “damn” ublic,
hé was swamm:ll)ls and

¥ ks
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letters from anguished evangelicals
Christians don’t swear, he was told

~=-Tafer. when a news magazine car-
ried a highthearted item about Reagan
onsulting his horoscope, Billings got
another barrage of protests Christians
don’t consult horascopes

folks,” Billings saxd “They have been
reacher»ledSo anyone we promote,

T ——

the preacher ”
Us; tHETecurnng admonition at
Dallas, and 1n the movement at large,-
has become Focus on 1ssues, not can-
1dates
“People let you down,” said a
Moral Majonty official “Principles
are eternal

Liberal Backlash

Another problém for the evangeli=
cal nght 1s that 1t has begun to pro-
duce a backlash among the estab-
lished churchgs .and._moderate

evangelicals, not to mention Jews, gvho
Wﬁﬁ%“moganﬁmgz;gﬁgm;

1zing America” sound dnngerously
awmt?rehgiﬁw

Chureh mvolvement mn politics 18
not new to history or exclusive to the
right wing Most of the mainline
churches maintain lobbying oper-
ations 1n Washington (Church lobby-
ing, p 2633) _

But the “hlt ists:’ .and ‘‘moral”
vote ratmgs, the tendency to

hrlstlamt with

consewatlvmﬁ tingle of
miﬁ members of Congress
who are theologically conservative, bit
polhitically Liberal

An aide to one such member,'in
the course of an hour-long interview,
used the terms “fasclat T “witch
hunt,” ‘“‘inquisition,” and ‘‘Big
Brother’ in connection with the fun-
damentalist fringe. < £

“I believe yaﬁ have to allow a per-
son to mﬁﬂ;’jﬁﬂ"pbhtmaﬂy"and
~still-bé_a “Chnistian,” said Bailey
Smith, presxdent of the 13-million-
member Southern Baptist; Conven-:
tion

the same platform with -

;

- Smith was iniited to speak at The~

Roundtable rally in Dallas, but he ad-
‘mitted 1 an intérview backstage, “!
don't even know what I'm damg here
“Generally 4t as a good rhove-
ment,” he said of the evangelicaliright %
“I think we haverto.really be careful,
though, n ldentlfymg all cotiservative
political views as xsynanymous with
Christiamity The way" somé of
these men talk here, I think they’re
more excited about missiles than
about the Messiah ™ > 1
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EVANGELICAL POLITICS BRIEFING
OPENS AND QUICKLY TURNS RIGHT

By Helen Parmley
Religious News Service Correspondent (8-22-80)

DALLAS (RNS) -- Evangelist James Robison warned members of the
Christian new right here to get out of their padded pews and stand up
and be counted in the political process.

Othemim, he said, the nation 1s doomed,

"The government is a visible reflection of our apathy and lack
of commitment," the Baptist evangelist told more than 14,000 persons
gathered Aug, 21, at Reunion Arena for a national affairs briefing.

As a fight for political might and moral right got under
way, Mr. Robison told the crowd that 70 percent of the so-called
Bible believers did not vote in the last election.

"That is a crime againsgt the country and a sin against
almighty God."

.. ,.--Mr. Robison urged people not to align themselves with a
particular political party, platform or politician's promises, but
to "the principles that made this country great."

"Wote for those who profess a belief in the principles of
almighty God," he said, "Then demand they stick to those principles
or vote them out of office."

Unless America repents, the evangelist said, it will be
destroyed, He listed the sanctioning of abortion, sexual perversion,
equal instead of superior rights for women, pornography and public
funding for the teaching of secular humanism in the schools as
"wicked ways' that would incite the judgment of God,

Mr, Robison raised his voice and his Bible and cried, "What
about those people who moan about slaughtering baby seals, but
tolerate the killing of human beings? God will not let us continue
to accept moral perversion as a civil right, or those who tolerate
pornography and complain about polluting the waterways,"

The preacher exhorted ministers and concerned lay people to
"either so: the charge or play taps. We must bring this nation
{back to God or it is finished.

(more) PAGE -19-
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Earlier, the receptive crowd at Reunion Arena- heard a rousing
plea frcm & lcaling Republician congreseman to become Paul Reveres for
Jesus, armed not with muskets but with ballots.

oy

~

"It'c time for Christians to move from the churches to the
halls of Comgress to help change the direction of our country,"
U.S. Rep, Guy Vander ‘Jagt of Michigan declared.

'He told the opening session of the briefing that it is
time for a "midnight ride" to put God back in government.

Although the 2-day briefing for ministera, evangelists and
la:mm from accrss the country is billed as a non-partisan effort
to get Christians involved in pol:l.t:l.ca, it d:l.dn t take long for :I.t.
to ..ake a Republican hue, :

Mr. Vander Jagt, who made the kéynor.e speech at the Ronald
Reagan coronation at the recent GOP natioral convention in Detroit,
wasted little time attacking President Carter and praising ‘

M".Reagm.‘ .

More tham 8,000 pefsons a.ttending the first session cheered
loudly at the mevre mention of Mr., Reagan's name md in anticipation
of his appearance the next n:l.ght:.

-Just as they applacded and shouted their "amens" for Mr. Reagan
tiey responded favorably to the opening shots of what is expected to
be a barrage of blasts against the Equal nj.ghl:a Amendment ;' abortion,
and homosexuality. - : . ’

. And they cheered when Gen, George Keegaa called the Vietnam
war "the most honorable war in our history."

More than 20,000 persons were expected to atténd the '
2-day briefing to hear leaders from the military, religious, political
and business: commmities discuss "turning t:he nation back to God"
through the political pTocess.

~  To lead the clarion cry to save America, the political-minded
Swr.damentalists enlisted Dr. W.A. Criswell, the orator of the First
Brptist Church, to welcome the crowd wit:h a call: to prayer for the
nation,

'Mill our country continue to be prosperous or go down in
ignominy or shame?" asked the Christian crisader, "The answer lies
in the .tmponderables of alm:l.ght:y God," .

Interrupted by t:he first amens of the session the Baptist
shephered asked, '"ls there a God of humanism, of homseml:lty or
promiscuity?.Is there a God of drug abuse and:drimkenness?"

"We need to return to the God of our pilgrim fathers, to
the faith of our praying mothers, to the God who can save us, and
in whose name we welcome you today," Mr, Criswell said.
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25 August 1980

Mr. Hal Lindsey

c¢/o Wayne Coombs Agency
655 Deep Valley Drive
Rolling Hills, CA 90274

Dear Mr. Lindsey,

I have read your recent book entitled THE 1980's: COUNTDOWN DOWN TO
ARMAGEDDON, and I have found it to be very interesting, informative, and most
remarkable. What is most remarkable about it, 1s the" fact that thé method of
analysis that you have chosen to use (indeed the entire theme of your book) is
inspired more by Satan than by God-—and I can prove it. Consider the following:

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love Jour neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the
prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40)

"But I say to you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them
that hate you....” (Luke 6:26)

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every
one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8)

"And this is love, that we follow His commandments; this is the
commandment, as you have heard from the beginning, that you follow
love. (2 John 1:4) &

The concept of love is a recurring theme throughout the Bible. But in your
entire 195-page book, I can only find two places where you even mention the word
love. Don't feel lonely, Jack Van Imp and most of our other current prophecy
commentators do much the same thing in their published writings. This low
regard which you people are displaying for the value of love is no mere
accident. The last thing Satan wants people to do is to give serious comnsider-
ation to God's commandment to love your neighboT as yourself, because he knows
that that commandment together with the first commandment can be used to destroy
the very sources of his power. It is also no mere accident that you have chosen
to portray the Trilateral Commission as' "bad guys”, because they are seeking to
establish an economic basis for a possible true- world government. The concept
of national ‘'sovereignty is Satan's last remaining (and most powerful) shield,
protecting Satan's teachings from being exposed to the light of God's truth and
love. Like God's commandment to love your neighbor as yourself, the concept of
a true world government is a serious threat to Satan's continued rule over this
earth. The enclosed series of letters illustrates this point in greater detail.



On page 171 of your book, you say "It 1s time to use our vast and superior
technology to create the world's strongest military power. Only this will stop
the Soviets' insane rush towards nuclear war.” But Jesus taught, "Every kingdom
divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against
itself will stand.” (Matt 12:25) That 1s what the world has become, a "kingdom
divided against itself.” Regardless of the additional weapons acquired by
either side, the national sovereignty system 1s doomed—-it cannot stand much
longer.

The New York Times named you the best selling author of the decade (1970s).
How did you become so? I admit that your books quite interesting, but basically
what you have been telling us is that eventually the European Economic Community
will become a l0=-nation confederacy whose leader will be a human "Anti=Christ"
who is at least 1,950 years old (I John 4:3). He will be assisted by a popular
human false prophet who has two horns (Rev 13:11). These unusual characters
will negotiate some kind of flimsy treaty with the Soviet Union and make great
claims of "peace”, but the Soviets will attack Isreal, tiny Isreal will largely
annihilate the Soviet forces, the Red Chinese will swarm in from the east but
will also be annihilated, nearly all of the human race will be wiped out——but we
don't have to worry. All we have to do is be "baptized”, claim to be "born
again”, and we will be supernaturally snapped up to "meet Christ in the air"
moments before the going really gets tough. Meanwhile, there is mo real need to
take God's commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves seriously, because
Christ will come again, defeat the "Anti-Christ”, and solve the world's problems
“"supernaturally.” (It's amazing what Satan has been able to get people to
believe for the sake of natiomal sovereignty.)

On page 20 of your book, you tell us that the Bible warmns of this:

For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
They will turn their ears from the truth and turn aside to myths.”

Your're right! But don't point your finger at someone else, turn that
finger right around and point it at Zourslef' Because YOU are one of those who
have been teaching people what their ears have been itching to hear (for the
sake of national sovereignty). The "ome-world religion” that you prophecy
commentators have been warning us about is already here! That "one-world
religion” is the idolatry of national sovereignty, the worship of the bloodiest
idol ever created! People all over the world have been worshipping it (including
you) !

I suppose that if a World War III does erupt, hundreds of millions of men,
women, and children will be turned into radio—active dust "in a twinkling of an
eye", and their dust will rise up and be dispersed world-wide throughout the
earth's atmosphere. Some of their dust may even float around up there for as
long as a thousand vears! That's about as close to "meeting Christ in the air"
as you are going to get, if you insist on sticking to that national sovereignty
interpretation of the scriptures.



Your book The Late Great Planet Earth hds so0ld more than 18 million copies
world wide since it was first pulbished in 1970. Other than makng a name for
yourself and generating some increased interest in Bible prophesis, what have
you accomplished for God during the past ten years?

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the

world for a witness unto all nations; and then the end shall come.”
(Matt 24:14)

Haven't you ever wondered why the end hasn't come yet? Your books have
been widely published. The Bible has been translated into nearly all of the
earth's languages, and various Christian denominations have preached at ome time
or anothér to people in all of thé nationsy Why Hisn't the ead come yet?
Because you people haven't- been teaching-the ‘gospel. of the Kindom, as taught: by
Jesus Christ!. The gospel. which you people have, been _teaching has_been a gospel
of soothsaying and "supernatural” escapism, a gospel inspired more by national
sovereignty than by Ged.

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And a second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. On these two conmandments hang all thée law and
the prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40)

"On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” Don't .you
recognize the significance of that statement? Jesus Christ interpreted all; of
the writings of the 01d Testament prophéts that were available to Him at - that
time in a way that conforn_e_d with those two commandments. And yet, even at this
late date, so far as I can tell, none: of our better known religious leaders or
religious organizations have yet made any serious attempt to do likewise—even
to save the lives of hundreds of millions of men, women, and children. Talk
about apostate! What moré proof do you need? How can you people teach the
gospel of Jesus Christ if you don't even understand how Jesus interpreted theé
writings of the 01ld Testament prophets that were available to Him at that time?

For centuries now, the scriptures have been interpreted (and occasionally
even translated) to fit the concept of national sovereignty rather than to fit
God's two most fundamental commandments (Matt 22:37=40 above). The fact that
the scriptures have been interpreted that way for many centuries doesn't make it
right. The discussion of the "pale horse”™ in my 18 Oct 79 letter to Pope
John-Paul II describes why this happened. Because Bible scholars in the past
have (consciously or subconsciously) made glorification of the concept of
national soveregity a prerequisite for their interpretations, the meaning and
gignificance of at least a third of the symbology used in the- seriptures has,
remained "hidden” from even the most educated theologial researchers.

Fotr example, the river described in Gen 2:10-14 represents the "river of
life" (pure revelations from God) as further described in Rev 22:1. Notice that
when the river leaves the Garden of Eden, it breaks up into four lesser rivers.
These four lesser rivers' represent revelations from God that have been distorted
by un-Godly assumptions or un-Godly distinctions (le. revelations from God that
have been distorted by the teachings of Satan).

a. The first of these four rivers repersents the revelatiouns that you get
when you seek to obey the first of Godls two most fundaméntal commandments while



largely ignoring the second of those two commandments (as is being done by
virtually all of the churches in the so-called "free world.”)

b. The second of these four rivers represent the revelations that you get
when you seek to follow the second of God's two most fundamental commandments
while largely ignoring the first commandment (as is being done by virtually all
of the so~called "commumist" governments).

¢. The third of these four rivers represents the revelations that you get
whén you violate the first of God's two most fundamental commandments by
subordinating that commandment to conceptual dastinctions or limitations such as
"We don't believe in getting involved in matters of political concern,” or "Let
the United Nations take care of such probléms as war and massive starvation,
such problems are nome of our business.” Such distinctions or limitations
constitute making a "treaty” or "pact” with Satan. Those who make such
distinctions or limitations have agreed to limit their applications of God's
teachings within those bounds and to "let Satan handle the rest.” At the end of
World War II, when some people were proposing the establishmentof a true world
government, Satan (aided by some well-known relgious leaders) convinced the
world at that time to accept a false world government instead, the United
Nations.

d. The fourth of those rivers represents the revelations that you get when
you violate the second of God's two most fundamental commndments by
subordinating that commandment to un—-Godly restrictiomns (such as tribal or
national restrictions) on your definition of neighbor. These revelations are
referred to throughout the Bible as Satan's great "River Euphrates” of lies and
censorship which have been perpetuated throughout the centuries for the sake of
"national sovereignty.”

It has been un—-Godly distinctions and limitations such as those described
above which have turned God's "river of life® into four "rivers of death.” The
four deadly beasts that have been generated by those four rivers of death are
described in the 7th chapter of Daniel (Ref. my 18 Oct 79 letter to Pope John—
Paul II). Indeed, these "rivers" described in Gen 2:10-14 are the basis for
most (and perhaps even all) of the subsequent references to "living waters" and
"rivers of death” used throughout the rest of the Bible. They are also the
basis for the symbolic use of "four” throughout most (and perhaps even all) of
the Bible. The perception of God created by a combination of the first and
third rivers is referred to as the "sun”, and the perception of God created by a
combination of the second and fourth rivers is referred to as the "moon.”

For another example of how the prophets' symbology has been hidden from you
people, consider the "two witneses” described in Rev 11:3-13. Notice that they
are also described as two "olive trees" which means that these two witnesses are
"trees of knowledge” which have grown through the centuries watered by the
combintion of the first and third rivers (the "sun™ and the combination of the
second and fourth rivers (the "moon"), as described above. These two
"witnesses" represent the freedom and equality idéologies which resulted from
the separate and restricted use of God's two most fundamental commandments. On
one hand, we have religious leaders (the "sun™) in the so-called "free world”
who seek to follow the first of God's two most fundamental commandments without
paying much attention to the second. Although they do not theoretically impose
any restrictions on their definition of neighbor, their self-imposed
restrictions against getting involved in "matters of political concern”



ultimaﬁely result in their applying all sorts of restrictions on their
definition of neighbor. On the other hand, we have communist ideologists whose
appeal is derived largely from their seriéus effort to £6116w the Secédnd of
God's two most fundamental commandments (serious, because they are mot afraid to
apply their beliefs to “"matters of political concern”), but they have made it
very much a part of their formal religion to imposé restrictions on their
definition of neighor (ie, "capitalists” and "bourgeoisie class people”, etc.—
usually a minority whén Compared to the numbef of pedple who fit thear
neighborly definition of the "proletariate” or "the people”). Like the Nazis,
they often treat those whom théy exclude from their definition of neighbor quite
brutally, and their criteria for determining whom they should seriously define
as their neighbor often change. from time to time: Howaver, once they have
gotten their governments:firmly established (withoiut.an¥ seriousiinternal or
external threats), their record of accomplishments with regards to those whom
they do define 4s their neighbors is not altogéther that bad--certainly better
than the miserable accomplishmencs (or lack of accomplishments) of many of the
so-called "free-world" natioms. '

The Soviets could not have become one of the two most powerful nations in
the world unless they wére doing someéthing right. (Rom 13:1) Haven't you ever
wondered why God has allowed them to be so sucessful? It is because the
communists have been filling a void in the fulfillment of God's purposes that
our churches have traditionally refused or failed to fill. As described in my
enclosed commentary on St John's Book of Revelations, history has clearly shown
that God takes both of His two most fundamental commandments seriously, even if
our religious leaders don't: At least 500,000, 000 men, women and childred have
paid with their lives since the end of World War II, because our religious
leaders in the so-called "free world" failed God on these very issues. The
whole Bible is 1oaded with symbolic téachings concerning God's two most
fundamental commandments, but these téachings are rarely ever presented to the
public in this apostate age. For the sake of mational sovereignty, our
religious leaders have made themselves largely irréleévant to the scriptures,
irrelevant to God, and irrelevant to the most serious problems of our time' The
very existence of a bloody idol Such as nationdl sovereignty is monumental proof
that our churches and their leaders are agostate!

In his monthly Prophetic News Letter, Dr Howard C. Estep states that his
rule for interpretation is to "take the "Bible litetally where it is at all
possible; if symbolic, figurative, or typical language is used, then look for
the literal truth it inténds to cornvey.” What he fails to mention is that he is
using another criterion as well, namely that his choice of what to interpret
literally and what to interpret symbolically is consistently done in such as way
as to fit the concept of nationmal sovereignty rather than to fit God's two most
fundamental commandments., Be that as it may, the Old and New Testament prophets
didn't use either-of the criteria that.Dr Estep is using as a primary basis for
their writings, so you are "barking up the wrong tree"” if you try to idterpret
their writings using those criteria. The criteria which the 0ld and New
Testamént prophets used were God's two most fuhdamental commandments. Their
writings describe what they learned by following those two commandments without
imposing any festrictiofnis.on eitlier one. They were forced to resort to highly
symbolic writing for the following reasons:

a. God's two most fundamental commandments of truth and love are highly
abstract, and the Hebrew language in those days was not very well suited for
such abstract concepts. For those who were inexperienced with following those



two commandments, putting ome's faith in those two commandments was like
"walking on water.” But for thosé who were experienced in following those two
commandments, putting their faith in them was like "standing on a rock.” To
facilitate this transition, the prophets found that they had to use analogies
and parables to illustrate the unlimited applicability of those two commandments
and to téach what faith in God was all about.

b. Evidently, the prophets also found that the scribes in those days, like
the present editors of our so-called "free press”, generally refused to
"publish” any writings which contained analyses that didn't at least appear to
conform with the popular myths of their day. So the writers of Genesis made
some portions of their writings appear to fit the popular creation myths of
their day, and St John made some portions of his Book of Revelations appear to
fit the "Roman bad guy" attitudes that were popular in his day. Had they not
done so, their writings would not have survived for use in this generationm.
However, these ancient prophets were very careful to includé other points in
their writings which could only fit an interpretation based upon God's two most
fundamental commandments, rather than on the popular myths of their day. Jesus
Christ recognized this and taught the scriptures accordingly. This may explain
one of the reasons why Jesus severely criticized the scribes as well as the
Pharisees. Throughout the centuries since then, the Jewish people have paid a
terrible price in terms of death and suffering, because their scribes often
refused to publish the straight truth.

¢. Finally, by looking at the concepts that were popular in their day and
at the results of those concepts, the prophets were able to project the
developments in those days to their "logical™ conclusion and see that without
the coming of a "Messiah", the entire human race would eventually annihilate
itself for the honmor and glory of a concept that is known in this age as
"national sovereignty.” Since they didn't know what these conepts would be
called when the time came for the fullfillment of these prophesies, they had to
refer to them as "beasts” and symbolically describe their characteristics.

You people are going to have to go back to the drawing boards and re-
interpret the entire Bible in a way that conforms with God's two most
fundamental commandments (rather tham in a way that conforms with the concept of
national soverignty). My enclosed series of letters will provide you with a
very good start in that regard. Only when you have completed such a
reinterpretation will you comprehend the full significance of the prophesy,
"This generation honors God with their lips, but their heart is far from me.”
When Jesus Christ first came into this world, He was rejected by the religious
leaders of His day, because He wasn't what they were expecting!. Should it be
any surprise then that the second coming of Christ would be likewise?

If you reinterpret the whole Bible in a way that conforms with God's two
most fundamental commandments, you will find that most (and possibly all) of the
symbology that Jesus used in his parables comes from the writings of the 0ld
Testament prophéts that were available to Him at that time. Jesus used a
symbolic "earth” to represent mankind's perceptions of popular truths (Matt
5:13), because the 0ld Testament prophets used a symbolic "earth” in the same
way. Furthermore, you will find that most (and perhaps all) of the points that
Jesus made in His "Sermon on the Mount"” are supported and illustrated by the 01d
Testament writings. You will find examples of false prophets ("wolves in
sheeps' clothing™ who claimed to represent God when in fact they did not, and
you will see the terrible price which the Jews paid because they belived such



false prophets (ie. the "fruits"” which their false prophesies bore).

Qur present religious leaders have found -1t convenient to limit their
definition of "fruits" to a mere count of the number of persons "baptized" or
to a mere tally of the amout of money collected as a result of their television
sermons. This has caused many of them to act like "soothsayers”, making people
feel good by telling them that their sins are forgiven waithout ever really
explaining the true nature of the commitment that is necessary in order to
qualify for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus put no such restrictions om the
definition of "fruits", By "frults", Jesus meant anything that had a bearing om
the successful fulfillment of God's commandment to love you neighbor as
yourself'! "Baptism" is a formality that is supposed to represent the purging of
the:teachings of Satan from your mind:and heart, just as God used the Great
Flood to cleanse the evil from the earth in Noah's time. As far as God is
concerned, the formality of "baptism™ is just another bath, unléss that baptism
is accompanied with a lifetime commitment to following His two most fundamental
commandments. It isn't that hard to do! But how many of the people who are
being "baptized” these days really understand the true nature of that
commitment?

Let me put it another way. As I pointed out in my enclosed letter to Rev
Gimenez, the "Kingdom of God" that Jesus established is a Kingdom comprised of
people who take God's two most fundamental commandments seriously, without
imposing any restrictions whatsoever on the applicability of those two
commandments. It is comprised of people who follow those two commandments and
use those two commandments wherever necessary to serve God's purposes “on earth
as it is in Heaven." If you claim to represent God while advocating violations
of (or refusing to obey) God's two most fundamental commandments, then your are
a liar. You many have a Dr. of Divinity Degree, fourteen PhD's following your
name, have the entire Bible memorized, and be the the elected leader of your
particular denomination, but if you claim to represent God while advocating
violations of (or refusing to obey) God's two most fundamental commandments,
then your are still a liar! If you advocate violations of (or refuse to obey)
God's two most fundamental commandments, then obviously God is nmot your King,
and your are mot a part of His Kingdom. This the commitment! This is the heart
of what the Kingdom of God is all about! But our religious leaders haven't been
teaching this Gospel of the Kingdom,--and they can't--as long as they continue
to subordinate the teachings of Jesus Christ to the concept of national
sovereignty. To really teach the Gospel of the Kingdom to the world, our
religious leaders and their followers are going to have to "rise to the
occasion” and utterly destroy the popularity of that unGodly concept of national
sovereignty. This is what Jesus meant when He predicted "And this Gospel of the
Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then the end will come.” (Matt 24:14)

For discussion purposes, the following paragraphs are quoted directly from
your book, because these paragraphs are the only ones in your book that come
even close to addressing the heart of the problem (the bold-faced type indicates
those points which I shall specifically address):

CAN WE TRUST THE SOVIETS?
Sure we can trust them! But only in one area. We can trust the

Russains to follow their communist doctrines and beliefs to the
letter. But because of one of the fundamental doctrines of communist



philosophy, we cannot trust them in any other way.

In the philosophy of Marxism=-Leninism, there is no such thing as
right or wrong, truth or lie apart from the effect on the state and
1ts goals. Since the communists believe there is no God, all truth is
relative. The concept of an absolute truth that is always true does
not exist in communist thinking. The state takes the place of God,
and so it can redefine truth however and whenever a change is needed
to reach a goal.

Something which is "true"” becomes "untrue” when it ceases to
gserve the communist goal of world domination." To a communist, it
would be a "sin" to continue abiding by a treaty that no longer
benefits "God,” the state.

Historically, U.S. thinking says it is immoral to break a solemn
promise made in a treaty (although that moral sense is deteriorating
as our country continues to move away from its founding faith in
Biblical ethics). But to the communist mind, it is immoral to keep an
agreement when it no longer serves the goal of "liberating the world
for communism.”

COMMUNISM IS A RELIGION

To understand the communist mind and its motivations, you must
first realize that communism is more of a religion than a political
philosophy. It is a religion based on certain erroneous concepts of
man and his nature.

Communism believes that man has no soul. He secrets thoughts and
a personality just as a stomach secrets digestive juices. Man is
purely a material being whose nature can be shaped by his environoment,
the communists say. Change the enviromment and you change the man.
This notion is diametrically opposed to Judeo-Christian thought.

Marxist-Leninists believe that they have discovered the fundamental
laws which shape men and history. The number one corrupter of
mankind, they say, is capitalism and the free enterprise system.
Private ownership of property and a competitive economic system make
men selfish, greedy and aggressive, the commumnists believe.

THE ELITE DICTATORSHIP

When the communists took over Russia in 1917, they established a
"ruling elite” which viewed itself as the vanguard of the
revolutionary society. Members of this elite claimed they were
entrusted with the responsibility of changing "the very nature of
man.” This elite believe that such a change cannot take place until
the working people of the world (those who do not own property) rise
up against their property-owning masters (the capitalists) and
overthrow them. When all vestiges of capitalism in the world have
been rooted out and destroyed, and the people own all things through
the state, then the "power elite” will serve omnly as benevolent
administrators of the common good.



THE SUPREME GOAL

When that happens--when capitalism has been wiped off the face of
the earth--then the supreme goal of the communists can be reached.
With no capitalism to "corrupt” him, man will become a peace-loving
creature who lives only to work and share with his neighbor. And thus
the supreme goal of communism——to change man's nature--will be
achieved.

So the end result of communism cannot be realized until its
disciples "liberate the people from the sinful capitalists who have
corripted mankind and caused miSery and war." Communism, because of
its- very” nature; must®’ continue to overthrow and expand. The
communists believe that there can be no peace while capitalism still
exists.

The communist assertion that “"all truth is relative" is somewhat
misleading, but your implication that the opposite is true is even more
misleading. All human thinking is fundamentally a process of performing
comparisons. The mind is continually performing comparisons of the results of
previous comparisons (which I refer to as difference criteria). Some of these
difference criteria represent differences perceived from outside of the brain
via the five senses, but a far greater number of these difference crteria are
the result of comparisons of other difference criteria which had previously been
stored in the memory.

The main point I wish to make here is that all human perceptions are
perceived fundamentally in terms of differences. Those concepts that we
perceive as "similarities” or "equalities” are merely the results of comparisons
based upon some selected set of previously perceived difference criteria. This
process of selecting a set of previously perceived difference criteria is
commonly referred to as "making a generalization.”" Generalizations result when
the mind selects a set of difference criteria by making another generalization
that assumes that “there are no other significant differences.” There may
actually be some "absolute truths” out there in the "real world" somewhere, but
the only way our minds can perceive those "absolute truths” is by making
generalizations (or "logical™ combinations of generalizations) based upon
previously perceived differences. For example, for years Sir Issac Newton's
laws of physics were condsidered to be "absolute truths™ by the academic
community, until Albert Einstein developed a "theory of relativity” which
provided an even better explanation for some of the natural phenomena that could
be measured by then. So instead of saying that "all truths are relative”, it
would be more accurate to say that "all human perceptions of truth are
inherently relative.”

The question that you should really be asking is, "Relative to what?"™ The
leaders of the Soviet Union have been continually searching for (defining and
redefining) "the truth" relative to their goal to establish a true world
government in the from of a Soviet World Empire. Our political leaders, news
agenies and religious leaders have been continually searching for (defining and
redefining) "the truth" relative to their goal to preserve the "national
sovereigty" of the United States. Jesus Christ taught that we should search for
(define and redefine) "the truth" relative to God's commandment to love our
neighbor as ourself (without any restrictions whatsoever on our definition of
neighbor). The concept to "love your neighbor as yourself” is itself a relative
concept, and as Jesus pointed out, the first of God's two most fundamental



commandments is like it. (Matt 22:37-40) Thas 1s why you must follow both of
God's two most fundamental commandments together in order to get to really know
God. If you ignore that second commandment, then the "truth” that wyou are
following is a teaching of Satan, not of God. This second commandment serves as
a "universal reference” which enables us to view things as God views them so
that we can act according to His will "on earth as it is in Heaven." My
enclosed letter to Rev Gimenez discusses this point in greater detail.

The concept of "absolute truths” has frequently been used by Satan to
"morally justify” all sorts of un-Godly doctrines and conduct, because those who
believe in such "absolute truths” generally look only at the concepts and not at
the proven results of those concepts. The concept of "absolute truths™ tends to
act like the "blinders" that used to be put on horses to keep them from looking
to either side. A classic example of this is the man-made doctrine prohibiting
the voluntary use of artificial contraceptives for "birth control” purposes
which was dreamed up by some unmarried men in the Vatican about 60 years ago.
The Pope's disregard for God's present guidance on that partiular issue has
seriously degraded the credibility and effectiveness of the entire Catholic
Church. The Pope can exercise a limited amount of temporal power by hiring and
firing people and issuing decrees, but in the long run, the Pope's real power
and effectiveness increases or decreases in direct proportion to the extent to
which he follows God's two most fundamental commandments. Pope John-Paul II
appears to be doing a better job of following those two commandments than most
of the world's present religious leaders, but his efforts are still largely
ineffective, because he has still not obeyed God's commandments and destroyed
Satan's national sovereignty shield. (Matt 12:29 and Num 21:8-9) Even the Pope
cannot ignore God's two most fundamental commandments and get away with it.
(Rev 15:4)

The communist belief that they can "change the nature of man" by changing
his environment is also somewhat misleading, but once again, your implication
that the opposite is true is even more misleading. There is actually quite a
lot of evidence available to support the communists' beliefs in this regard.
They may not be able to change the "nature"” of people by changing their
environment, but they can certainly influence the way most people conduct
themselves by manipulting their environment. This can be easily demonstrated.
In order to maintain "law and order”, you must have an effective police force.
Take away the police force, and eventually you will have anarchy.

Speaking of anarchy, in a kill-or—-be-killed situation, I wouldn't trust a
communist within shooting distance. But the solution is not to "eliminate all
communists”, the solution to the problem is to eliminate the kill-or-be-killed
situation, the slow-moving super—deadly anarchy known as the "national soveignty
system.” After all, who is more responsible for the killing that 1s going on:
those people in the kill-or-be-killed situation who actually do the killing? Or
those people "behind the scenes” who were responsible for creating or mainting
the kill-or-be~killed situation in the first place?

It is ironie to see you criticising the communists on the grounds that
their supreme goal is to "change the nature of man.” After all, isn't one
of the objectives of Christianity to teach people how to be "born again“? These
two goals are not really all that different; the primary difference is in how to
get from here to there. As you pointed out, the communists generally view
people from the top down, as if people were semi-controlable robots who need to
be controlled by manipulations of their environments and goals. The communists
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have a high regard for the value of propaganda but a relatively low regard for
the value of truth (le, they lie a lot). Because of this, they can't trust
anybody very much. This is why they have to maintain such a "police state” in
order to "control” their own people.

Jesus taught that people's "nature" could be changed by getting them to
commit themselves to following God's two most fundamental commandments (by
getting them to become members of the Kingdom of God). As pointed out in the
enclosed series of letters, in order to participate as a member of the Kingdom
of God, you must look at all concepts, look at the results of those concepts,
and evaluate both the concepts and the results according to both of God's two
most fundamental commandments. You must also use Christ's double-edged sword of
tTuth when necessary to déstory the popularity of those concépts that prove to
be un~Godly relative to those criteria. Since the second of those two
commandments is to love your neighbor as yourself, Christianity is 1inherently an
interpersonal religion. (Matt 18:20) It views people in terms of their concepts
and in terms of the ways that those concepts cause people conduct themselves in
relation to the commandment to love your neighbor as yourself. It views
concepts from the top down, from the bottom up, i1ndeed from all directions, and
it seeks to change concepts when necessary in order to make them better conform
with God's will. The reason that true Christians can love their enemies as
themselves, is because they define concepts rather than people as their
"enemies.” This enables them to bring about needed changes in a peaceful manner
(and eliminates any plausible need to use violent methods for such purposes).
Although it dose not eliminate the need for a police force, it greatly reduces
the need for police, because with this kind of motivation, people can generally
be trusted help rather than hurt their neighbors. This is why we in the United
States can live with far greater freedom than the communists can without
creating an anarchy.

The communist theory for bringing about needed changes is not really
"diametrically opposed” to the teachings of Jesus Christ. The communists merely
consider and use a small portion of the peaceful options that are considered and
used by true servants of God to bring about needed changes. Since the
conceptual scope of the communists is quite limited, when the peaceful options
within their limited scope don't work, they often resort to violent methods to
achieve their goals. Christianity has a tremendous advantage over the religion
of communism, because it is so flexible that it can be applied to (and produce
changes in) all matters that have anything to do with human relations, provided
that such changes are in accordance with God's will. People often lie to serve
their owm purposes, but you mever have to lie to serve God's purposes. As long
as you follow God's principles of truth and love, God will support you-—often in
ways that you weren't even expecting.

Karl Marx concentrated primarily on destroying the popularity of certain
economic concepts (capitalism, private owuership or property, the " free
enterprise” system, etc.), because in his day, those concepts were producing
some un-Godly results. Unfortunately, Marx resorted to advocating satonic
methods for bringing about the needed changes, largely because he mistakenly
assumed that God does not exist. The reason he assumed that God does not exist
was because the leaders of Christianity and Judaism in those days were acting as
if God did not actually exist (by their their miserable failure to seriously
follow God's two most fundamental commandments). This was the greatest mistake
that Marx made, and it wasn't entirely his fault. As history has shown, God has
allowed Marx's ideology to achieve some degree of success in spite of its un-
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Godly aspects, because (by default) in some countries that ideology has done
more to accomplish God's purposes than has the church. Meanwhile, in the United
States, Europe, and Japan, most of the problems that inspired Marx to develop the
ideology of communism have been resolved for the most part by modifying the
concepts of "capitalism”, "private ownership of property” and "free enterprise”
rather than destroying them. The proven success of these modified concepts so
far indicates that they do fairly well conform with the will of God, even better
than communism. The Soviets themselves have found 1t necessary to modify their
ideas about communism in order to better conform with God's will (whether they
realize it or not).

You people like to use the adjective "supernmatural” when referring to God,
but I can't even find the word "supernatural” listed in my copies of Stromng's
Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible or Cruden's Popular Concordance. Jesus
taught that "God is spirit; and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth.” (John 4:24) Even communists and athiests will admit that the
"gpirit of national sovereignty" is quite real in today's world. After all,
hundreds of millions of people have been killed by that spirit; some people have
even died willingly for the sake of it! Furthermore, the spirit of national
sovereignty is the "cormerstone” and ultimate objective of the United States'
foreign policy. The Spirit of God is just as real as the spirit of nationmal
soverigty, but even more so. God's principles of truth and love are eternal.
They exist and continually shape the course of human events, regardless of
whether or not anyone pays any particular attention to them. But the spirit of
naional sovereignty can exist only as long as our religious leaders allow it to
exist. When our religious leaders finally decide to obey God's commandments and
utterly destroy the popularity of that bloody idol, the "spirit of national
sovereignty” will rapidly fade out of existence-—-forever!

Does God really exist? Throughout the centuries, theologians and
philosophers have written numerous volumes trying to "prove" that God exists.
By doing so, they have made a relatively simple matter appear to be complicated.
God exists by definition, just as reality and love exist by definition. (Exodus
3:14) To say that "there is no such thing as God" is absurd. That is like
saying that "there is no such thing as reality" or "no such thing as love.”
Even an athiest will admit that love exists, even though he can't measure it
wicth a yardstick. How does he know that love exists? Because at one time or
another, he has personally experienced love. How do we know that God exists?
Because by following His two most fundamental commandments without placing any
restrictions whatsoever on the applicability of those two commandments, we can
experience Him guiding us like a Father! As the Bible says, seek and ye shall
find. (Luke 10:9, note also Heb 11:6)

Whether or not "spirits” are actually "supernatural” can be debated, but
the fact that they normally manifest themselves as popular concepts can be
scientifically measured by opinion surveys and their influence on human conduct
can be readily observed by anyonme. Popular concepts come and go, but the Spirit
of God is eternal. When we follow God's two most fundamental commandments of
truth and love, the Spiritual Force that we are perceiving is the Force which
created the universe. I don't need to see a “"supernatural sign” to believe in
God or to put my faith in God, and that is probably the way God wants it to be.
(Matt 12:39)
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"For the love of money 1s the root of all evils; it is through

this craving that some Hhave wandered away from the faith and pierced
their hearts with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6.10)

In chapter 9 of your bock, you criticized numerous “"Trilateral Commission”
members who are serving in our government, because they appear to be thinking in
terms of possibly establishing a "one-world government.” My experience over the
past 10 years indicates that the opposite is true (Ref. my enclosed Series of
letters). Our political leaders seem to regard the concept of natiomal
sovereignty as being more holy and scared than God Himself. They would soomer
spend hundreds of billions of dollars on satonic tinker toys such as the MX
Missile Sytem and play "Russian Roulette” with the lives of every man; woman and
child on this planet, than to give the American peoplé an opportunity to choose
a world-government alterndative to such madness. Apparently, they regard the
world-government alternative as being "unthinkable”, and that is the fault of
our religious leaders. Those hundreds of billions of dollars could be far
better spent to help raise the standard of living of people throughout the
entife world in the context of a true world government, but that %Would mean that
our political leaders would have to relinquish some of their taxing authority
over the American people to a level of government higher than themselves
("unthinkable™. As long as the preservation of our "national soverignty”
remains as the "cornerstone” and ultimate objective of our foreign policy, themn
spending hundreds of billions of dollars om weapons such as the MX Missile
System will remain "the logical thing to do.”

When our forefathers ratified the US Comstitution in 1789, in doing so,
they agreed to relinquish a significant portion of their state's "soverignty”
for the common good of all of the states. If our forefathers had as little
faith in God as our present political leaders have displayed, they would never
have ratified the US Constitution, and there would never have been a United
States of America. It is not really our freedoms which are at stake on this
national sovereignty issue, because in many parts of the world (especially in
the Soviet Union), thefe are numerous "political prisoners” and "religious
prisoners” who are in jail because of this national sovereignty beast that you
are trying to preserve. If you examine the explanations which those governments
give to their own people regarding such actions, you will find that in most
cases, those peoplé were imprisonmed becasue (rightly or wrongly) the authorities
believed that they were a threat to their "national security.” The national
sovereignty system has also allowed two-bit demagogues (like Pol Pot and Ida
Amin) to have far more power over the life and death of théir citizens than any
man really deserves to have. The primary issue that is stake herée is who will
have the authority to levy taxes directly on the people of the world and
determine how those taxes will be spent.

Think about it. Which do you think would do a better job of preserving our
freedoms: a true world government guided by a true Kingdom of God that takes
God's two most fundamental commandments seriously? Or a continuation of our
present policy of relying on an arsenal of nuclear weapons that we hardly dare
to use?

Your reference to the Soviet goal of "world domination” is a bit naive.
The Soviets are shooting for much higher stakes than mere "world domination.”
As you pointed out in chapter 10 of your book, it does appear now that the
Soviets are preparing to literally "take over the world without firing a shot”
by means of a grand nuclear ultimatim backed up with a cut-off of mid-East oil
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supplies to keep the western nations from stalling for time. If the national
sovereignty system doesn't blow even before the world reaches that point, then
such a Soviet attempt would almost certainly cause it to blow. The leaders of
the Soviet Union should learn something from their Afganistan experience about
the remarkable ability which the spirit of national sovereignty has for
inspiring people to act irrationally-—but they probably won't learn that lesson.

The main reason the Soviet intentions in this regard aren't more obvious to
most Americans, 1s because our political leaders, news editors, and religious
leaders have been conceptually blinded by the lies told for the sake of national
sovereignty (especially the "international law” myth). The establishment of a
communist true world government is as important to communism as the second
coming of Christ is to Christianity. The leaders of the Soveit Union have been
thinking in terms of a "communist world government” (Soviet World Empire) ever
since the days of Lenin. They have often stated their belief that "history is
on their side." To the extent that they are (by default) the only political
leaders in the world today who are seriously thinking in terms of the establish-
ment of a true world government of any kind, they may be right. But thé way
they are attempting to go about it (and the way we are attempting to resist it)
will almost certainly bring about the annihilation of the entire human race.
The recent change in the US strategic nuclear policy to allow for the
possibility of a limited nuclear war may sound fine in theory, but if you think
that any of the world's nuclear decision-makers will continue to act
"rationally” when they know that nuclear missiles are flying in their direction,
then you are simply deluding yourself.

In fact, even now the probabilities of a nuclear war erupting are far
higher than any of the world's political leaders would care to admit. It won't
be difficult for such a war to erupt. It will be easy! The "logical trees” for
the total annihilation of the human race are already fully grown and quite ripe.
(Ref. my letter to Rev Gimenez) The techmology to bring about the total
annihilation of the human race has already been developed and has been put in
place ("spring-loaded”). All it will take during some crisis situation is a
"logical click” in the mind of any one of an ever-growing number of decision—-
makers who have the means and authority to ignite a spectacular nuclear "grand
finalle" for the entire human race. It won't really take too great a crisis to
make the demonic concept of "preemptive nuclear strike” take on the appearance
of being "the final solution.”

Doesn't it make you even a little bit uneasy to know that our political
leaders are betting your life and the lives of every other man, woman, and child
on this planet on the flimsy hope that they can continually “control™ this ever-
growing national sovereignty beast (year after year) by means of "delicate
negotiations?” Of course, if the world is lucky (lucky?), a World War III may
erupt that falls somewhat short of being an all-out nuclear exchange, perhaps
wiping out only about a third of the world's population. The scriptures
definitely allow for the possibility that the seécond coming of Christ may occur
after such a war. But don't delude yourself into thinking that "God will be on
our side” if such a war occurs. He will not be on our side if such a war
occurs, because as shown in the enclosed series of letters, for at least ten
years now, our nation's political leaders, news agencis and religious leaders
have turned their backs on God! On some of the most important issues of our
time (the national sovereignty issue and the direct popular vote), our nation's
political leaders, news agencies, and religious leaders have proven to be no
more honest or sincere than their counterparts in the Soviet Union!
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"And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil.” (John 3:19)

"0On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demon$ in your name, and do many
mighty works in your name?' And then will I declare to tlem, 'L never
knew you; depart from me you evildoers.'” (Matt 7:22-23)

Obviously, the second coming of Christ is going to be good news for some,
and bad news for othérs.” S8 far, our religious leaders have béen successfully
hidifig in the "darkness” created‘'by the voluntary censorship practices of our
national and international news agencies. If_our religious. leaders continue to
turn their backs on God, the time will come when at least one of thoSé news
agencies will publish this entire series of letters in an attempt to save their
own lives and the lives of their readers (most of our major publishing news
agencies have received copies of this entire series of letters). If that's the
way it happens, then every ome of our better known religious leaders will be
caught "standing naked,” with no Godly explanation for why they réfused to obey
Cod's two most fundamental and most important commandments, even to save the
lives of hundreds of millions of men, women, and childrem! It can happen any
day now.

Acéording to the standards of national sovereignty, our réligious leaders
are "perfectly innocent”. After all, they seldom ever get involved in "matters
of political concern.” But according t6 God's standards, they are among the
greatest and deadliest sinners presently walking on this eatth' What sins have
they committed? 1) They have grossly violated the first of the Ten Command-
ments by subordinating God to the idolatry of national sovereigty. 2) They have
grossly violated the second of the Ten Commandmeénts by worshipping flags. 3)
And they have grossly violated the third of the Ten Commandments by ¢laiming to
represent God while advocating violatioms of (or refusing to obey) God's two
most fundamental commandments! It is no accident that these three commandments
happen to be at the top of the list. Although our religious leaders don't talk
about these three cofimandments very much, they aré by far the most important of
the Ten Commandments. Those who violate the commendment "Thou shalt not kill"”
are usually responsible for the deaths of only a few people, or in rate cases,
perhaps a few hundred people. These are people who have killed others with
their hands, or with weapons that they themselves control. Biut as far as God is
concerned, those who have been violating the first three of the Ten Commandments
are responsible for the deaths of hundreds of millions of people! They killed
those people not with their hands, but with their “ij.e_s_!—(Ma!' ':t'E_l'S".s 10-20)

The third of the Tén Commandments applies to our religious leaders in
particular. Jesus Christ referred to viclations of this commandment as
"blasphemy against the Holy Spirit." (Mark 2:29<30) Jesus pointed out that this
sin of claiming to represent God while advocating violations of (or refusing to
obey) His two most fundamental commandments i1s unforgivable. That makes sense,
because you must follow both of God's two most fundamental commandments in otder
to qualify for the forgiveness of sins, and if you claim to represent God while
advocating violations of (or refusing to obey) God's two most fundamental
commandments, then God holds you responsible not only for your own sins, but
also for the sins of all those whom you have misled! (Matt 18:1-7) If you die
for some reason before you have corrected that problem, then you will never have
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an opportunity to redeem yourself in the eyes of God, 6r in the eyes of all
future genérations of mankind (if there are and future generations of mankind).
This generation of political leaders, news editors, and religious leaders will
ultimately be judged according to God's standards of truth and love, not
according to the standards of national sovereignty!

When the second coming of Chist occurs, some of our better known religious
leaders may claim "my staff members never let me see those letters.” But that
excuse won't hack it with God (or with the survivors of World War III, if there
are any). The staff members work under the authority and direction of the
relgious leaders. The religious leaders themselves have established the criteria
which their staff members have used to determine which letters the religious
leaders get to see and which letters they are not to be "bothered” with. So our
religious leaders will have only themselves to blame if they don't get to see
these letters, and if they attempt to transfer the blame to their staff
members, they will only end up eternally condemning their staff members as well
as themselves.

As Jesus Christ pointed out, "My sheep know my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me.” (Johm 10:27) If you claim to be part of the the Kingdom of God
and you find yourself being criticised by anyone for not obeying God's two most
fundamental commandments, then you and your entire staff had better listen and
listen well, because to the extent that those criticisms are true, those
criticisms are originating from your KING'

At this point, Satan may be telling you "That unknown person with no
credentials has a big mouth. He's seeking to change the times and the laws. He
may be that little horn described in the 7th chapter of Daniel, an agent of
Satan, the Anti-Christ. He may even claim to be the Messiah. You'd better not
follow him." To the contrary, I merely claim to be one grain of "salt", in the
figurative sense that Jesus used that term in Matt 5:13. I am not trying to get
you to follow me; I am trying to get you to follow God, to obey His two most
fundamental and most important commandments without any restrictions whatsoever
on the applicability of those two commandments. No agent of Satan would ever do
that. (Matt 6:24) If you ignore the points made in these letters, you are not
merely ignoring me, you are also ignoring God, because anyone who uses Christ's
double-edged sword of truth is a servant of God, a representative of God!

As described in my 18 Oct 79 letter to Pope John-Paul II, that "little
horn™ in the 7th Chaptér of Daniel is the religion of conflict between the so—
called "free world"” and the "communist world™ which began at the end of World
War I but which didn't really become a great "beast” (Rev 13:11-18) until after
establishment of the United Nations at the end of World War II. This beast
arose, because in spite of its claims, the United Nations was actually designed
to be subordinated to the concept of national sovereignty (thereby making it a
false "world government™), so for most practical purposes it was incapable of
fulfilling the badly needed role of "world policeman.” Since there was no
effective "world policeman”, what we had was a slow moving super—-deadly
international anarchy. The insecurity created by this anarchy and the
conflicting ideologies led to the establishment of this "east-west conflict”
beast, complete with ideological hatreds, H-bombs, and wars "by proxy.” These
wars "by proxy" (Korean War, Vietnam War, Angola, etc.) were generated, because
the nuclear weapons possessed by both of the "superpowers” made it too risky for
the "superpowers” to fight each other directly. (It is much easier for
political leaders to start wars when they know that their own lives are not at
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stake.) The 0ld and New Testament prophets could see that the evolution of the
weapons of war would eventually lead to the development of such a "superpower”
beast. The very existence of this "superpower"” beast, and the fact that it is
presently being overpowered by the national sovereignty beast itself, is
evidence that the entire national sovereignty system is about to blow! If our
religious leaders dom't destroy this national sovereignty beast by means of a
verbal holocaust, them it will destroy itself by means of a nuclear holocaust
and take at least a third of mankind and very possibly ALL of mankind right
along with it!.

This national sovereignty beast has a life of its own. Even the President
of the Unted States and leaders of the Soveit Union cannot really control it.

Pérhaps Satan is telling you, "Why'not wait until the world is on the brink-
of a World War III before you decide to obey God's commandments relative to the
concept of national sovereignty?” By then it will be easy, because most people
will be scared ten shades of pale and eager to believe anythimg that might get
them out of the mess they got themselves into.” Why not? Because Satan's
bloody national sovereignty beast is already killing men, women and childremn at
an average rate of at least 2,500,000 people people per.month! And it is going to get
worse, if you people continue to "walk by on the other side of the road.” It is
easy for us sitting safe in our air-conditioned homes to "logically disconnect"”
our minds from the dreadful consequences of our efforts to preserve that bloody
national sovereignty beast. Hitler was able to "logically disconnect™ his mind
from the consequences of his efforts to perserve his Nazi beast. Likewise, Pol
Pot was able to "logically disconnect” his mind from the bloody consequences of
his efforts to preserve his beast. It is easy, when you don't have to see the
faces of your victims as they suffer and die. But God sees their faces, and He
is furious, especlally at those who falsely claim to represent Him while
advocating violat:l.ons of His commanments in order to preserve the bloodiest idol
ever created! (Exodus 20:7)

Sure the Soviet's ideology of communism has gotten tens of millions of
people killed, but our ideology of "national sovereignty” has gotten hundreds of
millions of people killed! As long as we seek to preserve that bloody idol,
then we are no more "moral” than they are. By refusing to obey God's two most
funamental commandments relative to the concept of natiomal sovereignty, our
religious leaders are condemning all of us, nmot only to an eventual death by
means of a nuclear holocaust, but in the meantime to a spiritual death-—~to a
goal in life no more noble than to preserve the bloodiest idol ever created!.
By refusing to obey God's two most fundamental commandments, our religious
leaders are condemning our souls as well as our bodies! (Matt 23:13; and
Luke 11:52)

Another reason why you shouldn't wait until we are on the brink of a World
War III, is because by then it will prohably be too late for you to do anything
to stop it. You may be aware that there is Some "international tension”
occuring, but since decisions regarding war are usually made "in secret, behind
closed doors”, you are not likely to be fully aware of the seriousness of the
situation umtil at least some of those nuclear weapons start actually exploding.
During the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, very few people were aware that
President Kennedy had brought the world to the brink of a possible World War III
until he announced that he had donme so in a TV broadcast on the evening of 22
October 1962. Fortunately, the Soviet Union backed down that time. The next
time they might not.
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More likely than not, if a World War III does erupt (due to the refusal of
our religious leaders to take God's two most fundamental commandments
seriously), it will occur at a time when at least 98% of its initial victims are
conducting "business as usual.” The sequence of events leading up to the
explosion of Mt St Helens on 18 May provides a classic example of how human
minds normaly deal with the inevitable, whén they don't know exactly when the
inevitable will occur. There was ample warning at least a week in advance that
Mt St Helens was going to explode: one old man said he didn't care; others said
"Well, it won't happen today.” When Mt St Helens finally blew up, most of its
victims perished while conducting "business as usual.” There may be some
indications a few days or so before World War III actually erupts, but most
people have been so blinded by the lies told for the sake of national
sovereignty that they simply won't believe what their eyes and ears are telling
them.

In your book, you described the "Jupiter effect”, which is likely to have a
disturbing effect upon the earth's surface (earthquakes) and weather patterns in
1982. I highly recommend that you read a book entitled The Ion Effect, a paper-
back book by Fred Soyka and Alan Edmonds. The Jupiter effect will also have an
effect upon the ionization of the earth's atomosphere, similar to but even
greater than the effect which the moon has. 1If the gravitational effect which
the moon has on the earth's atmospheric ionization is enough to make some people
act "luny”, can you imagine what will happen to people's abilities to act
“"rationally” when the Jupiter effect occurs?

You people have a lot of work to do and not very much time left to do it
in. If our religious leaders don't commit themselves to obeying God's two most
fundamental commandments seriously and utterly destroy the popularity of the
bloodly national sovereignty idol, then there is very little chance that there
will be any human beings left alive of this planet to observe the year 2000. 1In
fact, the chances that there will be any human beings left alive on this planet
to observe the year 1985 aren't all that good either. (Matt 12:25)

It was no accident that Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself on a cross. He
knew exactly what He was doing. Through many long centuries of censorship for
the sake of national sovereignty, that cross has served as a symbol of the
intersection of truth and love. Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself on that cross
of truth and love to show the religious leaders of this generation how to save
the human race from totally annihilating itself for the honor and glory of
"national sovereignty.” Our religious leaders must also sacrifice themslves on
that cross of truth and love and accept the blame for the world-wide bloodshed
created by the idolatry of national sovereignty, because it really is their
faulte!

God set it up for our religious leaders to solve this idolatry problem. It
is their job! But so far, they have refused to bear the cross! They have been
acting like a bunch of twentieth century Pharisees, insisting that God show them
some kind of "supernatural sign,” before they will agree to take the teachings
of Jesus Christ seriously. (Matt 12:39) As the song goes,
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"Oh when the Saints...

Oh when the Saints... X

Oh when the Saints go marching in...
Oh how 1'd love to be in thit number...
When the Saints go marching in....."

That "number” 1s ready. But where are the Saints? Who 1s worthy to open
the scroll and break its seals? (Rev 5:2) Who is worthy to break through the
censorship practices of our news agencies and destroy the poplarity of that
bloody idol?

Sincerely,

'cﬁfifi@¢4§%;£5« éf? Lecrice

Christopher C. Currie
1641 7th Avenue
Langley AFB, VA 23665

Info copies to: Pope John-Paul II, Jack Van Imp, Df. Howard C. Estep, the
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, The New York
Tiﬂ?ﬁ; Tlﬁﬁ Magazine, and elsewhereé....

The following eficloséd letters serve to fllustraté and support the peints made
in this letter:

Early 1970's Seriés:

1. My 1 Aug 70 letter to President Richafd Nixon

2. My Sep 70 attachment to copies of that letter entitled "Additional Points to
Consider”

3. Some Oct 70 comments on human thinking processes entitled "Decision Theory
(or Theories)”

4. My 7 Dec 70 letter to Thé New York Times

5: My 22 Dec 70 létter to The Associated Press

6. My 28 Jan 71 letter to Congressman Rnbert Drinan

s My 2 Feb 71 letter to The United Presbyterian Church, USA Headquarters

8. My 10 Feb 71 letter to Pope Paul VI

9. My 16 Feb 71 letter to Senator George McGovern

10. My 23 Feb 71 letter to Senator George McGovern

11. My 27 Feb 71 letter to President Richard Nixon

12. My 28 Feb 71 letter to Senator Mike Mansfield

13. My 30 Mar 71 letter to Rev Dr Billy Graham

14. My 11 Apr 71 letter to Christianity and Crisis
15. My 10 May 71 létter to Se.nator Vance Hartke

16. My 27 Jun 71 letter to the Sun=Times

17. My 26 Jul 71 letter to George W. Ball, ¢/o Newsweek Magazine

18, My 27 Jul 71 letter to Pope Paul IV

19. My 14 Sep 71 letter to Headquarters, Seventh Day Adventists

20. Some Comments Concerning Past and Present Peace Efforts #1 (Sep 71)
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”

21. Some Comments Concerning Past and Present Peace Efforts #2 (Sep 71)

22. My 27 Sep 71 letter to Senator Mark Hatfield

23. My 27 Sep 71 letter to LIFE Magazine

24. My 12 Jan 72 letter to Headquarters, Seventh Day Adventists

25. My 15 May 72 letter to The New York Times

26. My 7 Jul 72 letter to Father Theodore Hesburgh, President of the University
of Notre Dame

27. My 17 Oct 72 letter to Senator Edward Kennedy

A Jul 79 article on electoral systems entitled "We Should Be Proud of Our
Electoral College System!" submitted to Rggdg;'s_niggsg for possible pulicatiom.

1979-1980 Series:

1. My 28 Aug 79 letter to Pope John=Paul II w/attachment entitled "A
Commentary on St John's Book of Revelations From the Point of View of God's Two
Most Fundamental Commandments”

2. My 18 Qct 79 letter to Pope John-Paul II

3. My 14 Apr 80 letter to President Jimmy Carter

4. My 8 May 80 letter to Rev John Gimenez (organizer of the Washington for
Jesus rally)

All those who read these letters have my permission to make copies of them.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

DALLAS CHAPTER © 1809 Tower Building e Dallas, Texas 75201 ® (214) 747-3531

DATE. October 6, 1980 cc Judith Banki
Jim Rudin
TO: MARC TANENBAUM Inge Gibel

Harold Applebaum
FROM: MILTON TOBIAN

Per conversation-we'had in New York, the attached confirms the political effort
to recapturesthe Southern Baptist Convention from the Bailey Smiths!.

Dewey Presley, retired Dallas banker and member of the Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee, told me Friday that Smith would have already been removed
had there been a recall provision in the SBC Constitution which permitted it.

Best regards,

P.S. Thought you would like the Jim Henderson article also.

v

Chair CAROLE ROLNICK SHLIPAK B  Vice Chairs HARLAN COHEN LENORE F GOLDBLATT, HOWARD HERSKOWITZ RUTH LURIE DONALD ] ZAHN B  Secretary JAMES |
GREENE B  Treasurer RAYMOND L GOLDEN M  Honorary Yice Chairs HENRY S JACOBUS SR DOROTHY LEWIS =  Board of Directors CARL ABRAMSON JAMES R
ALEXANDER SYL BENENSON MRS LEE H BERG SAM R BLOOM HENRI L BROMBERE JR WALTER W BRUDND ANN CHUD MEIL COGAN MINA CORTELL FRED CRANDALL
MARILYNNE DARROW LEO M DAVIS CARL FLAXMAN RICHARD A FRELING REUBEN M GINSBERG DAVID G GLICKMAN JOHN ALAN GOREN DR FRED GRINNELL DR PAULA
GRINNELL DOT HELLER JACK H KAMHOLZ MD ARNOLD H KASSANOFF M D, HANNE K KLEIN JONATHAN KUTNER CARL LEE BENJAMIN F LEWIS JUDITH A LIFSON LYNN H
LIPSHY MICHAEL LOWENBERG SUSAN H MAZOW LESTER MELNICK BETTE MILLER HENRY S MILLER JR ROBERT MILLER RAYMOND D NASHER RABBI JORDAN OFSEYER ARNOLD
PADDOCK JUSTIN PHILLIPS, BARBARA RABIN IDELLE RABIN LEON RABIN ALFRED RABINER M B “DUKE' RUDMAN PHYLLIS SOMER SIDNEY STAHL FREDA GAIL STERN ROSE
MARIE STROMBERG JANICE SWEEY, CORINNE TABAK SHIRLEY TOBOLOWSKY MARK UNTERBERG M D, ANDREA WEINSTEIN EUGENE WESTON JERRY WOLENS RHEA WOLFRAM
FLORENCE € ZIEGLER

B Southwest Regional & Area Director MILTON | TOBIAN

B Assistant Area Directer MILES ZITMORES
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Baptists plan ‘rescue’ from conservatives

By HELEN PARMLEY
Religion Editor of The News

Sixteen concerned Baptist pastors
met in Tennessee recently to plan
strategy for rescuing the Southern
Baptist Convention from the political
clutches of a conservative faction
that has vowed to take control of the
137 million-member denomination

They aimed their discussion last
week at the tactics of a political coall-
tion headed by Dr Paige Patterson of
Dallas, president of the Criswell Cen-
ter for Biblical Studies (an independ-
ent school of the First Baptist
Church), and Paul Pressler, a civil

'1 appeals judge from Houston

The wellorganized Patterson-
Pressler coalition has vowed to purge
the denomination's seminaries and
staffs of anyone who does not adhere
to a belief in biblical in
(without any error), and has pro
ised to go “for the jugular” to seize
control of the denomination

“They want to take over our mis-
sions and seminaries, but they don't
share their (the institutions’) goals
and wouldn't know how to run them
if they did," said the Rev Ken Chafin
of Houston He was one of several
Texas pastors who joined clergy from
several states at the meeting in
Gatlinburg, Tenn

“They (the conservative coalition) are people with
different sets of sick egos with different ego needs —
one old one that should retire, one with a secular
vocation wanting to be in a religious vocation and one
with a second-rate institution wanting to be in a first-

rate institution.”

—_— ll;e Rev. Ken Chafin

Chafin called the coalition’s cry
for biblical inerrancy a “phony is
sue” that the coalition leaders are us-
ing as a front for thewr “lust for
power

“They are people with different
sets of sick egos with different ego
needs — one old one that should re-
tire, one with a secular vocation
wanting to be in a religious vocation

and one with a second rate Institu-
tion wanting to be 1n a first rate insti-
tution,” Chafin said

His statement was an obvious ref-
erence to Dr W A Criswell, pastor of
First Baptm Church of Dallas, Pres-
sler and Patterson, respectively

“People in the Southern Baptist
Convention can be trusted if you can
get the information to them," Chafin
said

Sharing his opimion 18 Dr Cecil
Sherman, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Ashville, NC, who called
the meeting to discuss "changing the
balance of our convention in Los An-
geles " The denomination will hold
its annual meeting 1n Los Angeles in

.

1981

The group will 1ssue a call to Bap-
tists to get the denomination back
into the business of missions instead
of "drawing lines about who believes
the Bible the most,"” Sherman said

“We have no political skills," he
said “But this change 1o the conven-
ton didn't come up in a hurry and
won't go away 1n a hurry We will
meet again to make plans before we
organize "

Other Texans who attended last
week's session include Dr Clyde Fant
of First Church In Richardson and
Dr Welton Gaddy, pastor of Broad
way Baptist Church in Fort Worth

See BAPTISTS on Page 37A

Baptists charge conservatives with misusing mission funds

Continued from Page 33A

The pastorsisald the churches of
the coalition leaders and of Dr Bal-
ley Smith of Del City, Okla, are
among the lowest in denominational
giving Smith is the man the conserv-
atves successfully elected president
of the convention in St Lows last

June

“Our dollars are where our®
mouths are, and have been all
along,” Sherman said "We set back
our own church programs to give to
denominational missions the
home board, the forelgn board and
our six seminaries We believe in the

people who are running them, and
we ought to have some volice in build-
ing policy "

In agreement, Gaddy said, "If they
gain control, I'm afrald we would be
in a weaker position to carry on the
Southern Baptist mission work We

must get people 1o go to Los Angeles

to think and to vote, not to affect con-
trol

“Patterson and Pressler are en-
couraging people to go to the conven-
tion and pay their expenses out of
their (mission) funds We are urging
churches to get people to the conven-
tion to have a voice in how the

money they have already given is to
used "

Chafin sald he suddenly woke up
to realize the conservative coalition
members were the speakers at Bap-
tist state conventions this year, pre-
senting their stand at every opportu-
nity

“They are using the cooperative
program (denominational mission
funds) for speakers who are under-
mining the cooperative program,"
Chafin saild “We are losing our
naivete We don't plan to build a big
political machine, but we have quit
siting on our hands
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JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL | suteswo

s B g s treet
OF SAN FRANCISCO, MARIN AND THE PENINSULA 870 Market stren

_ San Fréncusco, Ca94102
Beneficiary of the Jewish Welfaré Federation .
. (415) 391-4655

October 7, 1980

e

Rabbi Mare Tanénbaum
Anmerican Jewish committee
165 East 56th street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Mare:

I know that you have been in the forefront of the national response
to Dr, Balley Smith go I thought you might be interested in the enclosed
press release which I sent to all the local media here following a meeting
of the San Franéilsco €Conferenée on Religion, Race and Social Concerns
last Monday.

I was very gratified by fThe 1nd1gnation displayed by the Christian members
of the Conference and particularly by Arlie McDaniel of the SBC who is
the representative from that demomination to our Conference.

Best personal regards, '

" Slneerely,
- NS
(Ll
Rita R, Semel
Assdeclate Director

ce: Ernest Welner
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SAN FRANCIS @()NFERENCE ON RELIGION, RACE AND SOCIAL CONCERNS

* ﬁ . o !ﬂ 870 Market Street, Suite 920
t ﬁ . San Francisco, CA 94102
ﬁ ﬂ ﬂ (415) 433 6798
Co-Chairmen
Reverend John J. O'Connor
Reverend Norman Legch Coordinator
Rabbi Martin S. Weiner Rita R. Semel

September 30, 1980

Strong disapproval of the statement by the President of the Soutkern
Baptist Convention that "God Almighty does not hear the prayer of a Jew,"
was expressed thls week by the San Francisco Conference on Religion, Race
and Soclal Concerns,

The Conference, sponsored by the Archdiocese of San Francisco,

the San Francisco Council of Churches and the Board of Rab?is of Northern
California, along with the Jewish Community Relations Council, said,
through its Exec utive Committee, "Such statements deny the pluralism of
the United States, the respect which the three religions have for the views
of each other and make a mockery of the work which all of us do together
to'make this a better world in which to live."

Joining in the statement was the Reverend Arlie McDaniel, Jr.,
West Coast Regional Director of the Interfaith Witness Department of the
Southern Baptist Convention. . © : Dr. McDaniel declared, "Dr. Bailey
Smith, even though he is president of the Southern Baptist Conventlion , does
not gpeak for all Southern Baptists and his view must not be seen as
reflecting that of our denomination, I reject 1t as does the Reverend Dr.
Glenn Iglehart, Director of the Interfaith Witness Department of the SBC."

Thre three Co-Chairmen of the Conference are the Reverend Cuchulain
Moriarity, the Reverend Edward Melfort and Rabbi Martin Weiner. Honorary

Co-Chairmen are Most Reverend John R, Quinn, Dr. Embree Biackard
Rabbl Malcom M, Sparer. : Slackard and




S et astoen B T
kﬁ%& ‘ - j{;‘i’ hla (> FOR_MMEDIATE RELEASE
¥ - bHv \
NEW YORK - Tha Reverend Jerry Falwell, president of the Moral .
Mg] ority, assured the American Jewish Comuittes today thet. .

he does not share the views(of tthRev. Bailey Smith negerding
at
dibemtiadddidymef Jowlsh grayers‘anﬁ/hexia cammitted to raligious

Bav.
f@gitzélisml w +M4,&ubﬁ ﬂwéﬁg t:;;T-vvu.‘ﬁaé%ma*bw#'ﬁﬁﬂ Aﬁ4£u¢
d&mua Dl e i gaz.?g:lv&iitﬂam B urdssBie ot atRmbntS et heish VBapkist Comvention,

declared in a speech Rawx before the Religious Roundtable
W &ff twg pada rign Dy 1kd4, Mmﬁ.nd‘hdmmtﬁwmlof a Jowe"

~A¥£ interreligious affgrs director of the American Jewdsh Committee, -

U Y

4

~§e5;ﬁ“‘ - yesterday (Wedneaday, Oct. 8) at the AJC's ngtional headquarters. -

{3

ﬁf-t,,;‘ /ﬁbwmac“w(\w ‘L\Gﬁmm MMLW% .
v “’*"1 L el e e,wﬁﬂ " e
wﬁvj ‘ After an hour-long discussion of the Bailey Smitp controveray;
«%L“ié‘ and ralated issues daaling with the amepgence of "New Right ‘Evangelicals,"
‘Rev. Falwell prepared a statement =g which be invited the American
. %o make public
Jewlsh CQmmittae/as ‘a suimery. of his- _discussion with Rabbi Tanenbaum,
"It griavaa me," Rev. Falwell declarad, "that I have been
quoted as aaying that God does not hear ‘the prayer of a Jew., My
; position is that God 13 a respecter of all persons, He lovea everyone
qlikn. He hears" the cry of any sincere person who calls on hﬁn.-

"A very healthy relationship has baen daVGIQping between
Bible-believing Ghristiana in America and the “Jewish community, during
the past two deoadas. I have workedxkmmixsmmt long and herd to enhance |
this relationship. I shall continu; to do so,

N . "This relationship between Bibla-béliéving Christians and
Jews tmanscends any political campaign. P
"This is a time for Catholicg, Protestants, mm@xJews and Mormons
. and all Aﬁericans to rise above‘%vdry effort to polarize or_;adlate

rExinx ’



us in our efforts t © return this nation to a conmitment %o the

moral principles on which America was built. America is a

. pluralistic republic. We cannot survive if we allow it to become

anything m¥mex less, We may have differing theological positions,

but we must neverz allowt his to separate us as Ameridans who

.. - kove -and respect each other as united People.”

-
4

In reapci‘nss, Rabbi Tanenbaum welcoméd ReV. Falwell's

statement’ aa"a neoassary and timely clarification of his
' basic att-itudes- tuward Jawa and Judaism, and of hils comni tment

to ralig'ioua p].m'alzlam as the keyatone of American damoor'acy. :

5 "During our frank and cordial dialogue, Rev. Falwoll

. assured me that he- 1is opposed to the conception or Amsrica

as am 'Chr:lstian Republia,' and that ha is deeply cormitted )
to the American =00nstitution' 8 articla prohibiting a religious
test as t he basis for the elaoticm of palitical can didates.
While he acknowledged that them have been same persons 111 the
congervative avangalioal comunit:y wo have advoceted suoh views,
these do not represent his thinking. and he will oontiaue to i
oppose these positions which ¢ ontradiet the principles of
demosratie- plural 1gm,"

Rebbi Tanenbawm said that he found " mest heartening

" Reve. Falwell's strong suppor:b of the State of Israel and of

a2 unified Jerusalem open to all religions and ethnic groups,"

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who has pi’on‘eerad in building bridges
of understanding between Evangelical Christians and Jews beginning
in 1965, said he 1n1_‘qﬁ-ned R'av. Fglwell that last Monday he took



-3 ; -
part in an 1nterreligious press confereme 1n Washington, D.Cas,
with Soutbarn Baptist, Roman Catholic, and Lutheran 1eaders
for the purpOSa of repudiating e fforts of religious and polfiffecal

L 4

exteremists to "Chris;tiani,ze" government and pdlitics &n our

eountry, )

That press conferhnce consciously avoided tdc ing sides

elther for ar against any candidate, political party, political

party platforms, or partisen political issue,mmixdmaktwmdxx

" Rabbi Tanenbamn sdd that hil meatiug with Dr. Falwell was
held in that spirit, and Dr. Fs.'l.uall agread.
_ "Por the. past 75 years, the A.mar-ican Jewish Committee
haa undertaken a major effort t:o seek to clarif‘y the thaological
relationships betwaan Christian leaders of all danuminations
and the Jewlsh peOple ulth a view. toward overcoming inherited

historical biases toward Jews and Judaism and towards Christians

and Christianity. We view this statement by Rev. Falwell ss the
latest development in that long process of improving relationships
between the Jewish people and leaders of major segemerts of the

Chrigtian mrld,'fRabl_qi Tanenbaum sald.

-



A STATEMENT BY JERRY FALWELL

The Jewish people in America, Israel and all over the world have no
dearer friend on earth than Jerry Falwell. I think I have proved that fact
repeatedly during the past 25 years. It grieves me that I have been misqudted'
as saying that God does not hear the prayer of a Jew. God is no respecter of
persons. He loves everyone aiike.‘ He hears the heart cry of any sincere
person who calls on Him.

A very healthy relationship has been developing betweer Bible-believing
Christians in America and the Jewish community, during the past two decades.

I have worked long and hard to enhance this alignment. I shall continue to
do so.

This relationship between Bible-believing Christians and Jews transcends
any political campaign. This alignment of evangelical Christians and Jews will
withstand the slurs and political exploitation of these days, because of our
common love for the Bible and our solidarity as fellow American citizens.

This is a time for Catholics, Protestants, Jews, Mormons and all
Americans to rise above every effort to polarize or isolate us in our efforts
to return this nation to a conmitment to the moral principles on which America
was buz]t.. America is a pluralistic republic. We cannot survive if we allow
1t to become anything less. We may have differing theological positions, but
we must never allow this to separate us as Americans who love and respect

each other as a united people.



I
PRESS RELEASE: OCTOBER 6, 1980 DR. JIMMY R. ALLEN, PRESIDENT, RADIO AND TELEVISION

COMMISSION, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, PAST
PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

As I address the clear and present danger to the health and well being of both the
church and the state involved in religious and political extremism, I do so as an
indavidual religious leader. It 1s a strongly held position among Southern Baptist
Christians that no one person in the nation's largest evangelical body speaks for
another. I do however, speak as a Religious Broadcaster since my current responsibility
1s to be the the nation's largest producer of religiocus programs on free air time.

We boradcast more than five thousand times a week on more than three thousand radio
stations and produce four television programs. I also speak as one who was twice
elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention and continues to move across

the land staying in touch with our diverse religious community. .

The prainciple of separation of church and state has been good for America. It has
produced an atmosphere in which some of the most dynamic religious movenents in the
world exaist with a government free of religious harassment or oppression. It has
never meant a separation of God and government or a limitation on religious leaders
in addressing issues of moral values in public life. It has never meant, on the other
hand, an attempt to produce a bloc wvote for a particular candidate or party in the
name of religion. To do so damages the churches by creating a political test for
religious fellowship. To do so damages the state by producing a religious test for
public office. Those who use a rhetoric of beliéeving in separation of church

and state while in reality attempting to manipulate religious leaders into producing
bloc votes do a disservice to this nation.

There 1s a difference between extreme points of view and extremism as a mindset. People
on the extreme left and the extreme right--=including the so-called New Right--have

a raght and responsibility to hold and share their points of view in the market place

of 1deas. What they do not have a raght to do i1s to label their politic al solutions

as THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER and reject as unchraistian those who address the problems's
solution in another way. To labe those who believe, for instance, that tne problems

of education in this country should be dealt with by a separate federal government agency
1s unchristian or against the concept of the family i1s a dangerous distortion by

a mistaken extremist mind set.

Religious and Political extremism produce a no win situation. Even 1f they prevail
at the polls, we all lose. Governrent loses because the deals made with religious
leaders put people in power representing a narrow sectarian point of view on matters
vaital to all the public. Churches lose because the anticlerical anger roused by

such activities increases harassment by various political leaders at every level of
public life. The religious message loses because 1ts voice 1is lost in the dan

of political disagreement.

I want to say a word in defense of religious broadcasters. We have often been all
tarred wath the same brush by being identified with the most vocal proponent of
attempting to turn viewers into voters. Some of us opted to refuse to use access

to religious worshippers in the media as a tool for political power at the very beginning
of thais politicizing of religious broadcasting. Others of us walked that road for a
little way out of genuine concern for some moral issues which we thought had political
amplications. These withdrew from the effort after becoming aware of the calculated
way in which political operators were seeking to use well intentioned churchment for
their own purposes. Of the national leaders in religious broadcasting, only one--Jerry
Falwell--remains in this politically partisan crusade. Pat Robertson of Christian
Broadcasting Netvork resigned recently from the organizational structure for this
polaitical-religious involvement. Jim Bakker of PTL Network refused to particapate

an the Lynchburg religious broadcaster's political meeting last week. Robert ?



Oral Roberts, Rex Humbard, Billy Graham have, as we have chosen to do, refused to seek
to use religious broadcasting to produce bloc motes for a particular candidate
as if they were the christian answer to the political decision making process. °

A11 of us wish the answers were as simple as the extremsts picture them. Since
they are not, let us make out best judgments 1n the polittial process with
concern for character, commitment, and conscience.
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; " w '  Nova 1, 1980

Dr, Carl McIntire; President

International Council of Christian Churches
756 Haddon Aves, -

Collingswood, New Jersey 08108

Dear Dr, McIntire, ) g
I share witmge positive feelings about our extended conversation’

in my office on Nov,. llth. Our -face-to=face m "dialogue"” left me

- with the impression that we cleared up & number of mis-impressions

.and harmful myths that have . besen circulating about supposed hostility
between Fundamentalists and Jews: I hope we can continue that
clarifying process in the future, Our country continues to be in

too great difficulty to be.ahximx able to afford the "luxury" of
needless misunderstanding and &alien&&ion ‘between the various religious,
racial, and ethnic groups that compose the -American plurd ist mosaic,

As T indicated to you during our friendly exchange, I was deeply
disturhed by your angry le$ter to me of Oct, 29th, and as we agreed;
I am writing this letter to put on record my responses to the various
peoinss and charges that you mads, Hopafully, there will be no need
for such letters in the future, )
At the sasme time, I want to mgiater my $troubled reasction to the fact
that you issued your letter to the Religious New@s Service and published -
it in your Christian Beacon on Oct. 30th without giving me the courtesy
of the knowledge that you planned to do so before I had the opportunity
to answer some of your charges, I am afraid that 'such actions are hardly
consonant with the convictions of a trus Bible-believer who must taks
seriously the Lord!s comandment, "Thou shalt not bear false witness
ggainst Thy naighbor.

Let me be speciflie for ths record about several of your charges against
the American Jewish Committee and myself:

1) My alleged abuse of "Fundamentalists." You chsarge me kixax with that
terrible abuse but nowhere do you cite a scintilla of evidence that -
documents your claim, You refer to some statement that charged Dr. Bailsy
Smith with "vicious anti-Semitism, etc." but, £ as I informed you, I never
made such a statement at any mtime., To infer that I am somshow responsible
for a quotation that is not mine does-verge on collective guilt, I would
expect you to retract that charge against me, both in the RNS and in the
Christian Beacoh..

The truth of the matter, Dr, McIntire, is that I have probably been the
-first and foremost personality in the Jewish cammunity who.has called on
Jews, Christians, and others to sppreciate the envmsmous diversity and
pluralism wi thin the Pundameéntalist snd Evangeldééal churches and $o TZl
stand against all attenpts to 1nﬂictmﬁmgatwe against shewe
campdex and impartant community of Americen ChristYans, Both the Americal

‘)





