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‘ Oct. lst. 1980
Dre. Bailey Smith
% First Southern Baptist Church
Lel ¢ity, Oklae.
Dear Dr. Smith:

How that you have told God, and the world, who He can hear
and not hear, will you please tell this poor Southern Laptist
preacher, and thousands more just like myself. I have served the
small Southern Baptist Churches for 40 years. These churches were
not able from a dollar standpoint to pay any thing into the re-
tirement fund for Southern bLaptist lMinisters, while at the same time
these churches were told that they must give to the _Jooperative
prograr.
I bowed my head In shame when I read that you, Dre. Smith, could
tell the world who God will hear and not hear.
As leader of the Southern Baptist Convention, caunot you tell this
great body of Christian people they ought to do something for the
old worn out preachers who have given their lives @¥ serving
poor churches. After 40 years, I recelve $25.92 a month.
Dre. Snmith, do you think you can get God to hear you about this
matter? _Jow I know that you are going to say that the churches
have the right to pay, and get the pastor to pay into the fund,
but Dre. Smith, I am trying to get you to see that these churches
and pastors do not have the money to pay into the funde.
In the 40's, and 50's, I have known Southern Baptlist liinisters that
were pastor of three churches at the same time. One church they
preached every 2nd. and 4th. Sunday, another church they preached
every lst. and 3rde. Sunday, and another church they preached
every 5th. Sunday. Hone of these churches could afford to pay these
preachers any set amount. Their salaries were sweet potatoes, bacon,

syrup, no car expenses, no living expenses, and every month these



(2)
little churches would give to the Southers Baptist Convention
programs but nothing for the retirement of these hurmble pastors.
Hov tnese prcachers are to old to serve any more and are living
with no income for thelr 40 years of service, how much longer will 24
this great body of Christian people allow this to go on?
I am sure that God will hear you if you can get the people to
hear youe.
""ay not on jiother's day and Thanksglving Sunday have a yearly
of fering that goes into this fund. Let this be, Southers Laptilst
way of sayingthanks to these worn out preachers for giving their
lives to serving chridt and His people.
Dre. Smith, God will hear fPrayer, no matter what race you are. Thanks,

Jopies of this letter have been sent to many groups of people.

Sincerely.

3, Crrecrn

Arvel L. Adams
Crystal Lake Rde
Lot, 8, A.

Lutz, fla. 33549
949-5249



Jews Jeslore g
Baptist Leader’s
Prayer Remark

-

) New York Times >

T' DALLAS — A statement by the president of the
¥ Southern Baptist Convention that “God Almghtyc
" does not hear the prayer of a Jew” has set off a be<’
lated furor among American Jewish leaders

¢  The statement was made by Dr Bailey Smith, az:
. the National Affars Briefing, a gathening of funda:

) mentahst Chnstians here last month, but it weng‘
- largely unnoticed at the time o

f “It 1s interesting at great pohtical rallies how you*
have a Protestant to pray, a Catholic to pray, and then

' you have,a Jew to pray,” saxd Smith, who was elected”

' president of the Southern Baptist Convention in June

"With all due respect to those dear people, myi

" fniends, God Almighty does not hear the prayer of &'

Jew” “w?

The speech was recorded by Milton Tobian, ex

tive director of the North Texas region of the Amen-:,
@ €an Jewish Committee, which mailed transcripts to
- Jewnsh leaders this week A

.
®  *[ was born and raised here in this communty,
“and I have heard i times past things that were close=
' to this,” said Tobian “I could understand some camp”’

er whose lack of knowledge would possibly ex-
¢ cuse him but this is the president of the Southern
" Baptist Convention”

4 Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of New York City, ns
? tional director of interreligious affairs for the Ameri-

. can Jewish Committee, termed the remarké
[ “mvincible 1gnorance™ and “almost totally at vanance
- with the major pronouncements of the Southern Bap-

< tist Convention ” _!
¢
¢ "The kindest thing I can say 1s that he knows ru:n.l%1

; , ing about Judaism and he 1s insensitive to his position;
t as a spokesman for the largest Protestant denominay,

I

tion,” said Tanenbaum o
¢ Smith, 41, minister at the First Southern Baptisk
-~ Church in Del City, Okla, denied the remarks were

. ant Semtic 2

" “1 am pro-Jew,” he said “1 beheve they are (’.‘im'l;.1
special people, but without Jesus Christ they are lost.
No prayer gets through that 1s not prayed through,

+ Jesus Chnst P
(s “Jews have an argument with me because thep
¥ have an argument with the New Testament.” 5

i His remarks drew immediate condemnation fron®
" several Baptist leaders “It’s sort of the ultimate ants-
.f Semutic remark for two reasons,” said Dr Jamg§
(" Dunn, director of the Dallas-based Christian L:fg
" Commussion of Texas Baptists e

»  “The first reason 1s related to policy,” he saids

.. "Baptists at their best have always believed in reh-

»gous Liberty and have been zealous guardians of rely

gious hiberty You can't really beheve in religious lib-

§ erty without respecting the religious convictions of
= others.”

“The second reason 1s theological If God Almighty’

» cannot hear the prayers of Jews, you're putting pretty
severe lmitation on your doctrine of God. I'm nof
Evuhngmwmnemndwmmwm 4
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Mare H, Tanen-auam

PATHIOTISM AND PIETY: NEW RIGHT EVANGELICALS

The ewrrent emergence of right-wing evangelicals onto the
Americen pclitical scene 1s an o0ld phenomenon vedded to new forces
of 2oth ceﬂtury technology. 7
In fact, 1t not only %“o0ld"; ite origins and militent charscter

can he traced “ack to antiquity. For, ae Prcf, Norman Cohn has demonstreted

in his claseic study, The Pursuit cof the Millenium, for the paset two
thougand years, in every century when there wae vast social disarray
and disorientation, there emerged a widespreed ysarning among the
wesses, especially the poor end dlesinherited, for a Meesianlic esavior
Joined hy an Emperor of the Last Days who would relieve soclety of
its oppression end moral depreseione and usher in the Millenium "in
which the world would »e inha*it4d ny a humanity at once perfectly
good and perfectly harpy."

This revolutionary apocelypse “ecame especially prominent in
the turmoil of the Middle Ages which wae dominated »y eschatological
phantasies of & new Paradlse on earth, a world purged of suffering and
ein, a Kingdom of the Saink8. A procdigicue final struggle would take
place Rikzangkx htetween the hosts of Christ and the hosts of Antichrist
through which history would attain its fulfilment and Juetification,

Before the Millenium could dawn, however, migbelief had tec *e
elimineted as prelude to realizing the Akeax ideal of a wholly
Caristian world. In the eyes of the crusading Messianic hordes, which
“egan to form in the llth and 12th centuriee, the smiting of the Frgleme
and Jews wae to *e the first act in thet finel dramea which was to
culminegte in the smiting cof the Prince of Zvil., Aeg the infidels were

ailoted their roles in the eschatologicsel drama, popular laagination
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All three dissenting “odies demanded from the state gover

that their meetings he protected =zs adequately as were those o]

Anglican bsta‘lishnmkn and that they have frecdome in epeaking|
religlous
writing on all/su-Jects; the right to hold property; and the i

nment
f the
gnd

nll right

to every free exercize of religion "without molestation or danger of

incurring eny penalty whatsecever.!

Before 1776, the Anglican church was supported Wy taxation; end

enjoped a monopoly of peforaming marriages in gll southern colonles and

in parts of New York. It was disestanlished in New York, Meyyland and

the Carolinas, and complete religious lirerty wes azdopted in those statee

during the Revolutionary war. In Virginia, howsver, 1t took a
contest, which Jefferson called the severest of hig life, to &
church from state, Finally, the Virginis Stztube of Religious
dratted Wy Jeééereon s and “ased on J, mes Madigon's Viréinia D
of Réghts - wae pasced %y tle Aessem™ly on Jan. 16, 1786. The ex
religion, 1t declares, 1& a "naturzgl right" which has “een inf
+y "the impious presumption of legistators and rulers' to set
modes of thinking ae the only true and infallinie," and "to co
to furanish ccntrirutions of money for the nropagauicn of opini
he dastelireves," which is "s;nfu_ and tyrannical
The statute roundly declared, "No man shall e compell

or support eny relicious worehip, plzce or ministry whatsosver.

%

e

ten-year

eparat e
Livrerty
eclaration
erclise of
ringed u»prRX
up their "own
mpel a man

ons which

ed To frecuent

" It even

werns later assem“lles that any abtempt on treir nart to tamper with this

law Y“will »e an infringement of natural rightx.“ That acticn f
launched the present epoch of American church—state relations,

(S1gnificently, roth Rev,
and Rev,

in Virginia. )

ormally fkex

|
Jerry Falwell who heads Moral majority

Pat Ro»ertson of the 00 Clu» have their national headquarters
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According to William Warren Sweet in his ook, Revivaliem in

éﬂg;}p% the revivalist churches "sowed the haslc eesds of Qamccracyl
more widely than aﬁy other single influence." In the ploneer scciety
which was “gsed on individual self-reliance, the revivalist Eaptists,
Methodists, and Préabyterians stressed ; highly 1ndividuslistic
religion which upheld the principle that "every man was expected to
find his wwn wap to God." This implled the right of esch individual to
"has his own religicus experience which did not need to e 1llke any
-other, The emphaeis upon the individual therefore meant verianility;
impllied im it wae the right to “e different, zan essentisgl ingredient
of democracy. .

The cpngregational form of government of the rgvivalietic churches
wag a2lso a pure democracy. Men and women wWho never hefore had a veice in
government of any kind found themselves ae mem¥ers of a DBaptlst
congregation famadxEhemEEx with an equal veice in managing the affalrs
of their church.l

kethodists, who had a highly centralized and authoritéfian
structure, nevertheless gave full right of seif-expreselon to every
zember, women as well, in the camp meetings.

II - THE SECOND AWAKENING took place “etween 1770-1830s. This wask the

period of immense populztion movements from the East to the valleys
weet of the Alleghanies (11 new states were admitted to the unicn.)
As a consequence of thile vast migration which filled the continent

the
from the Alleghanies to/Pacific, the religlous and moral ccndition

of -the country as a whale reached the lowest ehh quite possihly in
entire
the/history of t he American people.

"Whatever man or femily Temoved to any new country,! Horace

Bushnell wrote, “made & large remove toward barkariem. ! .

- .
N ) e * “» ‘e ’

..
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AB a reau;t of the vastl lahor gﬁd %he ﬁougﬁ, uncﬁuth hardshrﬁa
encountered hf the pioneers, f%bntier comnunities hecame uncouth
and partially wild soéieties, with little or no socisl restraiﬁ%s,
end fllled with low vices and hrutal pleasures. The Weet was
deserihed as "the land of sinful 1linerty¥ with large sectionms of
the frontier soéiety dehauched and whigkey-sodden. Drunkenness
fueled by perfesive home-mdde whisgkey »ecame the gréatest church:
discipline prevlem. The violence and znarchy resulted in a *reakdown
of respect for emerging eivic authority.

The EecongLGreat Avakening wae undertaken hy the Pres-yterians
and the Congregatlnnelists, followed hy the Baptists and Methrdists,
a8 a malor effort to cope with the relligious and moral challenges
possd by thesge chaotlic developments, This revival *egen in 1784
at Hympden-Sidney College and in Kashiﬁgton College in Virginia,
Following the settlers aéross the Alleghany mountains into Kentucky,
Tennessee, and Ohlo, Preshyterian alssionariss sought out former
or lepsed Precxyteriane and Congregaticnalist preachere sought out
New Zng2and immigrants. In August 1801, the, Pres~yteriane organizead
the farst cawp meeting in Cane Ridge, Kentucky. They had "epsctacular
success”" with 3,000 pebéple experiencing conversion,

Given the wild condition of the frpntier, there were nmeny
exceegsese of emotionﬁlism in the camp meeting revivsls. Schiegms
developed Bmong church leaders, with the more educated insisting
that a "genuine revival' must »e one where was "no wildnees and
extravagance" and "very 1ittle commotion of animel feelings." One
educated churchmen declared, "They do save some goule “ut the souls

are daved at too great an expense."

The devoted Baptist and Methodlet revivalists, who
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addressed thelr goepel of repentance to the common man, sought te
become the moral courts of the frontier. Their frontier churches

and preachers were intencgely individuslistic with their mem*ers,

end they exercized rigild disciplinery oversight over them,

Baptist churches watched over the conduct of "thelr memrere and
held regular church meetings to hear chargzss »f immeral conduct,
requiring repentance of sinners., Methodist camp meetings gave claes
tickets to those *n good moral standing., Pres-vterians set up the
ingtitution of '"fencing the ta“lzs" de*arring from church services
those mem*ers who violated the Ten Commandments, and giving "tokens"
allowing attendance at services to those who maintained high standards
of l1life and conduct,.

During this period, the frontier revivalistic churches
esfahliahed a huge num-er of collegee throughout the country, thus
deomeratizing higher educaticn for the common man. Between 1?80 and
1830, the Presbyterisneg and Bongregaticneliste, who first hed a xm
monopoly on higher education with Yale snd Princeton age their
paradigme, establisned 40 colleges and universities. But between
1830 and the Civil War, the Methodbste set up 34 permanent colleges;
and the Baptiste had 25 collegee in the country.

Under the influence of John Wegley's teaching on the
importance of "asocial holiness," there develeped "The Doctrine
of Disinterested Benevolence" and vast programs of social reform

were organized for

were ploneered. Organized henevepence movements/gzxr the poor and
downtrodden, anti-slavery groﬁpa,Ltemperance gocleties, eid to youth,
and the militery. These revivalistic efforts 1laid the foundatlion Tor
the social gcspel movemeﬁtﬁfhat iikeralxchurches were to adopt 1in

th

L]

20th century.
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III - THE THIRD GREAT AWAKENING cecincided with the rise of the city,
the decline of Ithe frontler, snd the emeggence of modern America.
This .was the periocd of wass immigration of foreign-“orn, and city
'‘evangelisn which reached its heydqy from 1865 to 1899 éas intended to
reach thous;nds“ﬁho lost eontect uith the chirches in the anonymity of
the wurgeoning ﬁrhan centers,

Big time eﬁ;ﬁgé;iam emaf@Ed during this time spearhecaded by such
"professional evangelists" as Dwight L. Moody and}giiiy Sunday, They
sought to fight the groessr sins c&nmon to eity life, to 1ift moral
standards by concentrating ca bringing a%out reformed lives. Bllly
Sunday, who allied'hiﬁself‘wlth vig »uBinees and who raiesed large sums
of money which enakled him to preach to an eetimated 80 milllon people,
had & determining influence in *ringPng ahout a dry era through ehort-
lived Prohiwition,

In hie major work, Revivaliem and Social Reform, Dr. T1mothy

Sumith, zrgues that the turning point of "tne third great awakening"
can »e traved to Fe»ruary 1, 1858, ﬁhen the first dally noontime
interdenoninationel prayer meeting was held near the New York etdék
.marset. The long strain of tie elavery crieis and the shock of the
rpanic of 1857 when the stock market collapsed, resulted in widespread :
unreet snd unemployment amocng clerke znd hruslnessmen in the nearvwy
financial distriet. & Duteh church missicnary, Jeremiah C, Lanphier,
grganized thie first iatra-Christien srayer meeting and crowds overflowed
into thez church around the corner, |

There were two new means of mass communication - "the penny press'
and/;ationgl telegrachic system — which “egan gilvéng prominent atteantion

o the dally nocnday prayer meetings. Boon enthusiasm encwhalled geroes

the country. Church lsaders who were striving for a neticnal ewakening
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set aslde the Birst éunday of sach month for sermons on the necessity

¢f & general avakening and the Thursdey following for faeting and
prager. New England congregatinng prayer for a "deluge of divine grace '
Newspaper editors, anticipating the electronie church rezching millions,
wrote edltorlals urging faith end work for "a Pentecetal cutpouring
which could redress those standalous vicee which are making our

great cltles resem»le Sodom end Gomorrah and arm Christisne for the
eerly conversion of the world,!

By glowingly reporting on the "univerreal excitement," Smith
writes, 'the newspapers made noonday prayer me=tings into a national
craze, " Support and participation canme from major Prctestant sectes.

A tide of glory swept the nation. There was a aanzx;ix

general
quicxening of mmmizk/conscience resulting in en advancs in perlitical
and esocial morslity which would enable Christians to cerry thsir conge-
cration into their dailly livesin *usinese and pclitics,

Far from rejecting material and social prozress in & romshitic
retreat to the gmt past, the moet avid propomente ¢f revival xzeasdres
regarded theuselves as civilization's rost indispensa*le agents. They
“elieved that Am8ridan soclety must ‘\ec;me the garden of the Lord.

Pious enthuslasm nurtured s spirit of social reform., A
wildespread asoiration for Christian prfection comolsmented in many
waya the soclal 1deallsm which endesvored to reform the drunkard, free
the slav es, elevasie womankind, hanish poverty and vice from the country.
Eaunerant churchmen rédedidated themselvéa to the dream of making America
"« Christian nation.

Bignificant for pluralist America is Dr, Bmith's ohservation

3 P

ahrout the meaning of this awakening:



~ . L .
Py s e B ' i

# ol L + b s
-
P
4 ] "'110 -
b} -
: -
(LT

"This natgon,,concetvna e ratlonal liberty (Thomas Paine) was
at last fulrillina 1ts democratic oromise in the power of egvangelical
faith. The emanci;;fing glorxnz or the great awakening had mede Christisn
-likefty, Christian equality and Christian rraternity the paseicn of
the land. Tha-éraaadred goébel of the elecﬁ féu had passed into the hands o
of the *aptizea many. Common grace, not common sﬂnse, wna the keynote J
of the ag . ' i .

_"The ualvinigt idea,of foreordination, rejected as far as it
concerﬂéd"individuala, wae now traneferred t6 a’granﬁer orject - the
manifest destiny of a Ohristianized Azerica. Men in all walks of life
melieved that thé sovereign Holy Bpirit wasaendowing the nation with
resources guf ficient to' convert gn& ecivilize tre glo%e, 'to pugge'
 human saciety of all 1tarevils,nand to usher in Chriet's reign on

]

earth."
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from

subject

July 7, 1980
Staff_Listed Below

Ira Silverman

Decisions of July 3 Meeting on Right-wing Extremism

I believe that our meeting today on Right-wing Extremism was quite
productive, inasmuch as 1t served to clarify several confusing

aspects

of our impressions about the current state of extremism,

particularly on the political Right, in America,

We aé%%ed on the following:

1. Brief analytical reports, including identification of key"
personalities and issues, will be prepared by

a.

b.

We agreed that all these reports should be completed and shared

IAD on extremism among Right-wing evangelicals;

IPGI on the New Right, particularly as 1t surfaced
1n the White House Conference on Families, and

the Trends Analyses Division of DAD on

(1) the traditional Right-wing extremist groups, and
(2) anti-Semitism among Blacks.

by the day after Labor Day, 1.e., Tuesday, September 2. The
reports may be used for an overall internal document ""mapping"

the political Right 1in America,

In order to build up a better field monitoring system, Harold

will take responsibility for devising ways of

out
2.

a.

b.

emphasizing the importance of this subject to our field
staff, and

covering significant regional gaps in our monitoring
network.

Marc, with respect to the Fundamentalists, and Irving and Joe,
with respect to the New Right groups, will pursue the counter—
active strategies they suggested, e.g. systematic contacts

|

-

w1th emerging leaders’ in the Evangellcal movement, moderates

s b 3
.

WwnpueJowaw
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close to the Reagan campaign, and allies in the Catholic
and mainline Protestant communities.

4. We will aim to schedule a meeting with others (e.g. William
Safire) who are knowledgeable about these Right-wing
Extremist phenomena.
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Marc Tanenbaum

ce B. Gold
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