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date February 9, 1978 

to Bert Gold~ 

from Marc H. Tanenbaum 

subject Meetings in Oberammergau, February 3-5, 197A 

In response to requests contained in recent letters from Dr. Alois Fink, 
editor of the Rosner version of the Oberammergau Passion Play, and Hans 
Schwaighofer, the director, an AJC delegation consistlllg of Miles Jaffe, 
William Trosten, and myself went to Oberammergau for a series of meetings 
that began on Friday, February 3, and that concluded on Sunday, February 5. 

In their confidential letters and notes to us, both Fink and Schwaighofer 
expressed a growing concern over efforts on the part of 11ul.tra-conserva­
tive11 forces in Oberammergau to prevent the adoption of the more pro­
Jewish Rosner version of the Passion Play in order to return to the ear­
lier anti-Semitic Daisenberger script. Apparently, following the gener­
ally positive reactions to the August 1977 preview of the Rosner version 
that was expressed by the audiences and in the German and overseas press, 
Fink, Schwaighofer, Helmut Fischer and their colleagues took for granted 
t~=.t :~~ 0:~=-=.~~=~.::!.~ !~·~ (:~~~:!.! ~~tl 'Y!.l! ~g~!"~ ~,..!!'i'"'..-t-ed 1-n~ ~rin~ ,... , nn 
of the Rosner text as the basis for the 1980 production. 

In their euphoria, they seellll.ngly had not realized ~hat the pro-Daisen­
berger forces (~hich included not only traditionalists bvt unregenerate 
Nazis and anti-Semites) refused to give up the ghost and set about sys­
tematically organizing ~he villagers to defeat the Rosner version. 

Ernst Zwink, the Burgomeister, was apparently the chief organizer of the 
pro-Daisenberger forces. He and his associates had recently conducted 
a "public op1on1on survey" of the villagers and announced that 60 versus 
40 percent of the townspeople favored returning to Daisenberger. Both 
Fink and Schwaighofer disputed the validity of the survey, and reported 
that Zwink refused to show them the polling data. 

While the Obe~ammergau Town Council had earlier voted 11 to 6 in favor 
of the Rosner text, Fink and Schwaighofer had now become quite concerned 
that the pro-Daisenberger forces led by Zwink were gaining strength and 
if left uncontested 'IIll.ght well def eat the Rosner script during the March 
5th election. 
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They invited our AJC delegation to make ~ special trip at this time 
as a means of dramatizing to the Zwink-pro-DaisenbergeI forces that 
"the outside world" was watching what was going on in Oberammergau, 
and that there would be consequences in response to their actions. 
The pro- Rosner leaders were strongly supported by Lufthansa Airlines, 
especially in the per,son of Karl Koepcke, public relations director 
and a good friend of Bill Trosten's. From our August visit, we were 
also aware that some of f1c1als in the West German Government and in 
the Bavarian Tourist Ministry also informed Oberammergau authorities 
that they favored the Rosner version. 

While in August ~~ met mainly with ~be pro~Ros~er group and had a 
remarkably constructive dialogue (see my last Oberammergau memo, 
August 25, 1977), we decided now to meet Wl!th "the opposition." On 
Frid~y afternoon, we had lunch w~th Burgomeister Zwink at the Alois 
Lang Inn in Oberammergau. Interestingly9 he brought hi~ own English 
interpreter, even though Koepcke and Trosten are fluent as trans­
lators. 

Our ~eeting with Zwink iasted fou~-apd-a-half hours. It should be 
recorded that Miles Jaffe and Bill Trosten were absolutely superb in 
their presentation of the issues - cool, disciplined, rational, per­
suasive. It was a marvelous piece of AJC teamwork at its b~st. 

We informed Zwink that we were not' accusing eitlier Ob~~aJllIIlergau nor 
!;~~.:.lf vf ~e..i.t.b c1ULJ.,..5elU.l.t:iC; t:nat We dl..d not bel,.ieve in the Cor­
porate guilt of the entire GerI,Dan people; we were not anti-Christian. 
In fact, we showed him a large collection of Anglo- Jewish •press clip.,. 
pings which documented our efforts to interpret the August 1977 Ros­
ner preview affirmatively in the United States and elsewhere. 

But we made it clear to Zw111k in forceful and unmistakable terms that 
we regarded the i>a:i,senberger text as "structurally anti-Semitic" and 
that no cosmetic changes could redeem it of its fundamental anti­
Jewish nature. Keopcke pressed the point, in support of our views, 
that the Daisenberger text would damage Bavar~a, German, and Chris­
tianity in decisive ways. 

When the meet~ng was over, all of us had the clear i~pression that we 
had shaken Zwink pretty strangely. 

Later, on Friday and Saturday, we met at great leqgtb with Fink, 
Sc~waighofer, and Fischer to discuss strategy. On Sunday morning; 
we met again to draft ~ letter to Mayor Zwink as a memorandum setting 
forth our position. Miies drafted an excellent text (copy of which 
is attached) and Trosten and Fink translated it into German. While 
we were working on the tests, Helmut Fischer - who, in addi,tion to 
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playing Jesus in the 1970 production is also deputy mayor - came in 
to tell us that Zwink had just called "a special meeting" of the 
Town Council ~or next Wednesday, February 8th. Fink, Schwaighofer, 
and Fischer thought that that might be a positive development, and 
a direct response to our 4~-hour conversation with Zwink. 

Fischer reported that he had been asking for such a meeting of the 
Town Counc~l for several weeks in order to hold a vote on the Passion 
Play text, but Zwink kept avoiding summoning the Town Council. 

On late Wednesday, February 8th, Schwaighofer telephoned Bill Trosten 
(in Montreal). The Town Council had met and voted 9 to 6 - in favor 
of Rosner' Unless some other manipulation develops, the chances 
appear that the 1980 production will be based on the Rosner script. 

Footnote: because Miles, Bill, and I took the time and trouble to 
travel overseas in order to bolster the Rosner side, the feelings 
of appreciation for our efforts on the part of the pro-Rosner group 
became increasingly strong and manifest. On Saturday afternoon, while 
Miles and I were visiting-with Schwaighofer and his wife in their home, 
I sa;!,d to Schwaighofer - "Our struggle now must .be concentrated on 
def eating the Daisenberger text and winning a victory for the Rosner 
script. But once that happens, we will want to talk with you further 
about making needed addi.tional changes in Rosn~r wh!-ch still has some 
anti-Jewish problems." Schwaighofer responded spontaneously, "We 
will make wh~tever changes you request th~t are within reason and , 
011r r111'!:'yust~11~~ ,TAT~ T"::!..ll ~':'':)~e!'~t2 ~~ f~l.l:,,. ~"'~t~ ~,.~~ ~!:: :,~=~ ha.v~ ... ~:..th 
usl" We drank a schnapps, or several, to that! 
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December 6, 1978 

Area Directors 
I 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Interrel1g1ous Affairs Director 

BAVARIAN CATHOLIC ACADEMY SYMPOSIUM ON PASSION PLAYS AND 
ERAMMERGAU EMINAR ON ANTI-SEMITISM. 

BACKGROUND 

AJC has been 1nvolved since the 1950s 1n efforts to change the ant1-
Sem1t1c character of the dberarrmergau Passion Play. Our comparative 
content analysis, Oberarrmergau 1960 and 1970 -- A Study _rn Rel 1gious· 
Anti-Semitism, focused scholarly attention on the anti-Jewish impact 
of the play, and led to a decision on the part of some Oberanunergau 
officials to replace the present Daisenberger text with an earlier 
text (the Rosner script) in which the role of the Sanhedrin and "the 
Jews" is less central to the drama. As detailed in a m~morandum to 
you of August 1977, that decision was reversed when ultra-conservative 
factions conun1tted to the Daisenberger text were voted into office in 
Oberammergau. 

In August of last year, an AJC delegation met ~ith key officials of 
the Roman Catholic Church in Bavar1a, German academics, leading edi­
tors and radio and TV personalities, and a delegation from Oberarmlergau. 
We proposed that the time was past due for a serious, systematic exam­
ination by German scholars and church leaders of the Catholic C.hurch''s 
present understanding of Jews and Judaism, and the ways in which passion 
plays advance that understanding or contradict it. Professor Franz 
Henrich, director of the prestigious Bavarian Catholic Academy, re­
sponded enthusiastically to our proposal. A day-long symposium, spon­
sored and underwritten by the Academy, took place this year in Munich 
on November 19. It was followed by an invited visit to the village of 
Oberan1T1ergau. The AJC delegation consisted of: Miles Jaffe, national 
chairman of the Interrelig1ous Affa1rs Cormnssion; Richard Weiss, chair­
man of the AJC Chapter in Los Angeles and a leader in 1nterreligious 
affairs; W1ll1am Trosten, dlrector of AJC Dev~lopment who is fluent in 
German and who spent years in Bavar1a with the American Military Govern­
ment; Zachariah Shuster,, of ~aris, consultant in interreligious affairs 
in Europe; and myself. 
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T_HE SYMPOSIUM 

Planned 1n cooperation with AJC 1 s Interreligious Affairs DepartmPnt, 
the symposim, entitled, "The Passion of Jesus as a Spiritual Drama," 
drew an overflow audience of some 400 Participants came from Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and Italy, with particularly heavy representation 
from Oberanrnergau They included a high-level cross-section of academic 
scholars, theologians, Christian educators, Government officials, 
civic leaders, and numerous representatives from maJor German print and 
radio and TV media, including Der Spiegel, Der Stern, Suddeutsche Zeitung, 
and Bavarian _Rundf.unk radio and German educational t ,elevision 

At the initiative of Prof Henrich, each of the participants was given 
a German-language copy of the AJC study noted above, the first line-by­
l 1ne comparative analysis of the Dais~nberger texts The were also 
glVen copies of correspondence between "The Citizens 1 Initiative for 
the 1980 Passion Play" and AJC which clearly explained why AJC felt that 
the Oaisenberger text was "structurally anti-Semitic" and needed to be 
abandoned in favor of a more sympathetic text. A basic document on 
Judaism that was prepared by us for publication by the Vatican 1n seven 
languages 1n 1975 was also given to each participant 

In his opening remarks, Prof Henrich disclosed that he had received a 
letter from Mayor Ernst Zw1nk of Oberammergau charging that the Sympo­
sium was 11 a conspiracy on the part of the American Jewish Committee and 
certain Oberarmnergau people11 to undermine the Passion play, and asking 
that the Symposium not be held ReJectmg that forc 1efully, Prof Hen­
rich declared, "The Oberammergau Passion Play cannot be considered the 
affair only of a village," and stressed the 11Chr1st1an duty" to apply 
current historical research and biblical theology to an understanding 
of the Passion narrative. 

Three scholarly papers were then presented Dr Bo Re1cke, professor 
of New Testament at the Univers1tyof Basel, Switzerland, spoke on 11The 
Historical Background of the Pa~sion of Jesus," synthesizing the find­
ings of contemporary scholarship on the Roman occupation of first 
century Palestine, the actual role of Pontius Pilate a a' ruthless 
Procurator, the Roman institution of crucifixion, the Roman dom1nation 
of the Sanhedrin and the Sadducees, and the 11m1ted role of Jewish 
leaders in thg trial of Jesus ' 

Dr. Franz Mussner, professor of Biblical Theology at the Un1vers1ty of 
Regensburg, present a paper, "Who Bears the Guilt for the Death of 
Jesus' Theological Perspectives." He reviewed the various and often 
contradiGtory accounts of the trial and crucifixion found 1n the New 
Testament, noting that the Gospels were composed 1n different times. 

- ~. 
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Dr Friederich Kienecher, professor of New German L1ter-ary H1story 
and Didactic L1terature at the University of Paderborn, spoke on 
"The Passion of Jesus· A Critical Literary Perspective," detailing 
the folk understanding of the Pass1on as med1eval morality play 1n 
contrast to modern literary treatments of the Passion by great cre­
ative artists. 

Both Professors Reicke and Mussner stressed that, the removal of ant1-
Jewish references or tendencies 10 passion plays "is not the same as 
rewriting the Gospels. In telling the story of the crucifixion, the 
Gospels held back a good deal of the political, legal, and religious 
realities of the day, such as the actual rule of the Romans in 
Palestine, and who was responsible for what. The realities must be 
considered in order to have a correct portrayal. 11 

They added "The Gospels themselves are highly conditioned and 
specialized interpretat1ons of the Passion. One must always con­
sider that the Gospels were written decades after the death of Christ 
at the ti~e that the young Church was separated from Israel and devel­
oping its own faith and independent consciousness. Jn that process, 
the Church developed a growing picture of the Jewish people as the 
enemy, and inevitably made a caricature of the complex reality of 
the Pharisees." 

The scholars agreed : "In depicting the Passion of Jesus, the Jews 
must now be portrayed with more honesty, w1th greater respect for 
their religious traditions, and with greater recognition of their 
rich traditions of scholarship. We still have a lot of revision -to 
do in telling the Passion accounts. The Catholic Church has taken 
heed of the decisions of Vatican Council II in revising its Christian 
education, teachings, and liturgy. There is a whole assortment of 
passion plays throughout the world, at the head of which is the Ober­
a1T1T1ergau Passion Play, whi~h have acted as though relations between 
Christians and Jews have not changed. After Auschwitz. it 1s a 
scandal to continue in that manner. 11 

In a surprise appearance, Italian film director Franco Zeffirelli, 
who produced the w1dely-accla1med NBC-TV production, "Jesus of Nazareth,!! 
appealed to the producers of the Oberammergau play "as a Christian and 
a son of Abraham," not to repeat the errors of the past. 

A paneT discussion which followed included Dr. Hans Schwaighofer, 
director of the Rosner version of the passion play, Dr. Alois Fink, 
its editor, Dr. Ernst Maria Lang, a Munich architect born in Ober­
anmergau whose father was director of the play in 1920; and several 
others, including Rabbi Peter Levinson of Heidelberg and myself. Dr. 
Schwaighofer underscored the intentions of Father Daisenberger by 
quoting from his instructions to the director of the first production 
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of his play in 1860 "Instruct the actors playing the Jewish parts 
to do so in a manner that is filied with hatred and vileness, those 
who play Christian parts should db so with love and merciful qualities " 

Based on a paper I had prepared on the role of passion plays in foster­
ing anti-Senntism, I traced the portrayal of Jews as the anti-Christ 
from medieval times, and documented the r elationship between the theo­
logical image of the demonic Jew and Hitler's portrayal of Jews as 
"untermenschen." 

The symposium was given prominent coverage 1n the daily and Sunday 
press, on radio and on educational TV 

OBERAMMERGAU 

At the invitation of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft of OberalTITiergau {the 
several hundred people affiliated with the alternate Rosner production) 
our AJC delegation went to the village of Obera1T111ergau the next even­
ing, to lecture on "The History of Anti-Semitism and Jewish-Christian 
Relations Tod~ 11 The program began with an excellent filmstrip on 
the subJect L"Christians and Jews· The Troubled Brotherhood" by_Sr. 
Suzanne Noffke, O.P., Alba House Communications, Canfield, Ohio I 
and ended with a lively question period For many of the villagers 

· 1t was their first exposure to the history of anti-Semitism in the 
Christian West, the Holocaust as viewed through Jewish perspectives, 
and to some basic knowledge about Jews, Judaism and Israel The 
reception was wann and appreciative . As a result, AJC was invited 
to organize 'a week-long seminar of lectures by Jewish scholars at 
Oberammergau 1n the coming year. 

EV8LUATION 

These events 1n Bavaria are important, not only for the future of 
the Oberammergau Passion Play, but for the future of German-Jewish 
relations far transcending the play itself. 

Certainly the debate over the Oberanmergau PassiQn Play is no longer 
a controversy between American Jews and Oberammergau vi llagers . The 
Munich Academy symposium has shifted the perspective -- now it is 
German Catholic academicians, theologians and ch~rch officials who 
are demanding that Justice be done and that town officials put an end 
to ant1-Sem1tism and a new sens1t1v1ty based on knowledge, and honest 
dialogue is beginning to develop in Oberammergau itself 

RPR 
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Ted Freedman and Nat 

June 13, 1978 

Oberemmergau Passion 

315 Lexington Avenue 
New York, N Y 10016 

MEMORANDUM 

Kam.eny 

Play 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

National Commission 
National Program Committee 

BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN 

This report will outline the background of the problem and to provide a 
resume of our meetings and discussions in Munich, Oberammergau end Rome. 

Background 

Ever since Medieval tunes, Christians have been putting on "passion plays" 
in Churches, outdoor arenas, seminaries and public halls -- about the Crucifi­

xion and Resurrection of Christ. These passion plays generally are simplistic, 
distorted a.nd vl.J.if'y the Jews. 

Oberammergau, the village in the Bavarian German AJ.ps, is famous for its 
Passion Play which has become a major tourist attraction e.nd drew some 500,000 
persons from 113 countries in 1970 alone. Al.most all of the 5,000 villagers of 
Oberammergau take part in the Passion Play which is staged during a. 3-month period 
and has become Oberammergau's main industry and livelihood. The OberalD!llergau play 
has been presented every ten years since 1634 when it first was performed to tul­
fill a vow made guring an epidenuc of a plague. In the more than three centuries 
since, at least five different versions have been used. • 

For years the play has been cr1t1c1zed by many Bible scholars and theolo­
gians, both Jewish and Christian, as falsif'ying fact and doctrine by blamJ.ng Jews 
collectively for the crucifixion of Jesus. The present text has been a major issue 
in recent yea.rs with Jewish organizations deinand1ng its revision and some even 
threatening sanctions against Oberammergau and the play if 1t is not changed. 

A vers~on by Father Ferdinand Rosner, ~ BeneQ.1ct1ne priest, was used inl750 
and 1760. The Rosner text was replaced in 1860 by the Da1senberger version wnicb 
is viewed by most knowledgeable observers as anti-Jewish. 

In the version of the Passion Play written in 1860 by a locaJ. parish priest, 
Father Josef Da1senberger, the Jews are shown as the personification of death, hate, 
envy and avarice. D~1senberger also makes the Jews collectively responsible ~or the 
crucifixion and presents a false picture of the role of Pontius Pilate. In the 
Rosner version, as edited by Dr. Aiois Fink, the sins are represented by allegorical 
figures wearing, and then carrying, appropriate masks. Moreover, the modified Rosner 
text suggests that not all the Jews voted against Jesus, the scene of the money 
changers is not shown, and the c~aracter of Pontius Pilate is based on modern histor­
ical theory. 

(over) 
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The fir$t steps toward ch~ging the text werce taken in 1960 when the then 
mayor, Railllund Lang, set up a conmussion of specialists in history, literature 
and theology to study practical possibilities One of the members was Profes­
sor Carl Orff who suggested that the village revert to the Rosner 1750 text, but 
in a shortened 8J'l~ ~artial1y rewritten form. 

The proposed change in text set up a controversy between the reformers and 
the old guard which became a key local election issue this spring. Prior to this 
a special text perfonnance of the new version was given for the press in August 
1977 on the 15th, 17th, 19th and 21st, and for th~ Oberammergau villagers on 
August 13. On February 8, 1978, by a vote of 9 to 6 with two abstentions, the 
Oberemmergau City Council decided to use the 1750 text written by Father Rosner, 
rather than the script written by Father Daisenberger Follo'W'l.ng a heated con­
troversy in Obera;g:one~gau the presidents of the Oberamrnergau City Council voted 
again~t any reform in the Passion P~ay and agreed to maintain the more tradition­
al_ P~i.s~ppeJ'ger t,ext: _ ._ _ 1 ..... --·:; 

Dr. Alois Fl.Dk of Radio Bavaria was intl.Dlately involved in the preparation 
of a modified Rosner text to be substituted for the Daisenberger text. Dr. Fink 
cl8J..Ills that Rosner was not anti-Semitic but rather "he saw the Jewish people as 
representing mank.intl, torn between heaven and hell." 

Heading the reform movement backing the use Qf the Rosner text is a wood­
carver, Hans Schwaighofer, who was supported by the then deputy mayor, Helmut 
Fischer. Supporters for the Daisenberger text w~re the local mayor , Ernst Zwink, 
regarded as a cautious politician rather than a fanatic on the issue, and Anton 
Preisinger, the prodqcer. 

It is with tbis background that ADL ' s International Interreligious Seminar 
made the decision that on +ts visit to the Munich area it would seek appointments 
with Mayor Zwink, Anton Preisinger, who is currently the producer of the Daisen­
ber~er version of the Passion Play, and Hans Schw~ighofer . In addition, it was 
decided that discussions would be held with Catholic leadership in Munich in 
advance of our v1s~t to Oberammergau to secure as much background information as 
possible. 

Dr. Alois Fink, Radio Ba~aria 

- - -~ The Seminar· grsup met v.i:-th -Dr. F-1nk 8.t K{l.tbolischen Akademie t Catholic 
Academy) ip Munich. Dr . Fink ma.de a comprehen§ive presentation of the subject, 
providing a gener~ overview of the~or1gin of tQe play from the eariiest ver­
sions that were performed in 1615 in various places throughout Europe and the 
Rosner version of the play 1.n OberaJil!llergau in 1750. Dr. Fink is an avid sup­
porter of the Rosner script and describes it as representing the zenith of 
Southern German Baroque 11 t erature. Dr. Fink states quite emphatically that the 
Dai senberger versiop is justifiably accused of showing inclinations toward anti­
Semi tism. He indicates that in ~ p~ely literal manner, anti-Semitism also oc­
curs here and there in Rosner's text a s in any passion play but it does not f orqi. 
the base for the entire dramatic st~ucture of the play, whereas the Dai senberger 
version adapts the driving of the merchants f'rom the Temple i nto the main mot if 
for the persecution of Jesus Dr . Fink argues that the Rosner version presents 

·--'"~ -- ... -- --
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"the Jews" far more discriminatingly and shows that Jesus' adversaries present 
arguments and are dignified in the advocation of their tradition, and that 
Jesus ' real antagonists are Satan and vice. Dr. Fink expresses some puzzlement 
as to why the leaders of Oberammergau , using increasingly dubious means, espe­
cially after what he describes as the success of the trial run version of the 
Rosner script, wish to prevent the people of Oberammergau from becoming familiar 
with the play and allowing them to make the decision as to the suitability. He 
states that the arguments based around the Oberammergau Passion Play became the 
main topic of the local election and that emotions were permitted to override 
fact. He clauned that two arguments were put forward against the accusations of 
anti-Semitism "the gospel" naturally cannot be changeP. and, thirty years after 
the Hitler era one should be able to gradually approach the "Jewish question" 
again "with less prejudice." 

He describes the village of Oberammerga.u as a split and hostile community 
more so than at any time in its history. He states that there are economic fac­
tors involved in the decision not to change and that the claim of mainte.ining 
tradition is readily used to oppose any outside interference, thereby preserving 
what Oberammergau people believe to be an important Christian and Bavarian cul­
tu,ral treasure. 

Dr Fink indicated he was asked to examine the Da.isenberger text to see if 
rev~sions could be made to make it acceptable After extensive study on hispa.rt 
he came to the conclusion that it was impossible to make the necessary modifica­
tion without drastically revising the text so that it would no longer be the 
Daisenberger text. In effect a new Passion Play text would have to be prep~ed. 
He argues that the Rosner text is in fact the best text available and relatively 
free of the kind of anti-Semitism expressed in the text to be used by Oberamm~gau 
in 1980. 

There were many nuances in Dr Fink's remarks wh!ch not only were in his 
prepared presentation but also in extended informal conversation that he had with 
the Seminar group. He believed that concerted pressure was needed to try to force 
the city leadership to effect the change in substituting the present text for the 
Rosner one He further indicateu because of the controversy many of the first 
class actors who normally would be involved in the play have refused to participate., 
and it was necessary for the current producer to seek second and third line actors 
to assume some of the parts. He even speculated that it would not be unrealistic 
to anticipate that there will be a delay in the town being able to put on the p18\Y" 
in 1980 as scheduled. That is not to say that the play would not be performed but 
that the starting date might very well be delayed. 

Dr. Fink was questioned extensively as to possible options, all of wbich ne 
felt had merit but that the ma.JOT thrust of any effort should be the substitution 
of the Rosner text for the Da1senberger text. It was in this light that Dr. Fink 
was asked if a new and more extensive prologue to the play, both spoken and writ­
ten, might not be an additional item in order to lessen the anti-Semitic l.lD.pact 
of the Passion Play He responded that this suggestion had some merit, but again 
stated in the interest of the overall objective, whatever pressure should be ap­
plied should be in the direction of a change to the Rosner text . 

(over) 
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With this as a general background the Seminar group met privately to strate­
gize as to possible approaches for our meetings in Obera.mmergau. It was agreed 
that a. small group would meet Wl. th the mayor at the same time that another group 
would be meeting with H~s Scpwaighofer, the leader of the reform moveJ11ent a.nd 
former producer under the Ros11er trial text, and that the enti re group would meet 
with the producer of the Daisenberger play, Anton Preisinger. 

Mayor Ernst Zwink 

Since the town is split on this issue, it was the group's judgment that to 
go in to see Mayor Zwink on the issue of the text -- Rosner vs Daisenberger -­
would sµnpJ.y maintain the polarizat~on. We agreed to talk in a general way about 
changes which would deemphasize those aspects of the performance that focus nega­
tively on the Jews, a.nd to press for their making such modifications At the 
same ti.me, since the question of a prologue was not at issue, it was agreed we 
would suggest considerat~on_of a revised prologue which would be more in keeping 
with Vatican II and the Vatican °Guidelines-which are much ~ore extensive on~ the 
subject and which were formulated in 1975 

On Friday, May 5, we motored to Oberammergau and a small group of four per­
sons -- Nat Kameny, Ted Freedman, Joseph Lichteo and Larry Leshnik -- met with 
the mayor, Ernst Zwink, in the Oberammergau City Hall. We were ushered into the 
bo~droom of the City Hall. The mayor came in and sat at the head of the large 
table and formally started the proceedings We soon realized the mayor was 

t 
warily perceiving us to be -- that is the ADL delegation -- a part of all prior 

~. delegations and obviously made the assumption that we were seeking the same ob­
jectives. We made it a point to indicate to him that we were concerned not with 
the specific text used, around which there had been such controversy, but with 
the )Jllpact of the performance of the Passion Play. He was quick to point out that 
there was no intent to be anti-Semitic and that this in a sense was a replication 
of the Gospel In turn, we explained that we felt the play was not in the spir1t 
of Vatican II and the Guidelines and that while his intent was not to be ant1-
Senu. t1c, nor did we believe him to be anti-Semitic, the result was in fact con­
trary to their intent. 

We suggested that in our judgment changes could be made, and so~e modifica­
tion of the manner in which certain aspects of the play were presented could, in 
effect, avoid the anti-Jewish unplications that flowed from it of Jewish culpa­
bility in the deicide: Whiie the mayor defended the play and dramatic license -
he appeared not unmindful of the problem and possibilities that we tried to con­
vey to him. We further noted that there were aspects of theatrical performances 
that one would find in any play under one producer versus another, in which cer­
tain items are not highlighted in quite the same way without in any way losing 
the drSJ.natic appeal of the production. While he did not state categorically that 
he could make these changes he did indicate quite clearly that he was prepared to 
accept our views. which he appreciated, and that he would discuss them with the 
producers in an effort to see what mod1fications might be made We also proposed 
that in addition to such modifications as might be made, consideration be given 
to an enlarged prologue, inasmuch as a prologue now exists, by extending lt both 
in the spoken and written form It could be helpful in rnin1m1zing if not avoid­
ing some of the misunderstanding and a.r1ti-Jewish feelings We further rndicatPd 
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that we had a sample text prepared by a theologian for his consideration and 
that of his colleagues in the town council, which we felt was more in keeping 
with the spirit of Vatican II and tqe Guidel+nes . H~ accepted the copy of the 
proposed prologue and indicated that he would share it with others in the town 
council . The meeting was concluded on a friendly note, and I think it would 
be fair to say with gµarded optimism that the reception of our committee was 
positive While it would be unrealistic to assume that major changes will be 
forthcoming it would also be incorrect to believe that no modifications or 

'"' changes will occur as a result of this meeting. It cert~in],.y enables ADL to 
maintain contact with Mayor Zwink and to offer concrete proposals regarding 
modifications in the production. 

The Reformers 

The group then met w~th Haq~ Schwa1gh9fer and Ha.ns La.ng, both principals in 
the ref.orm movement . Schwaigliofer while professionally a woodcutter al.so was 
responsible for the trial perfol'Illance of the Rosner text production o~ the P~ssion 
Play which had been reJected by the to~ council. 

Their view was that the community, while extremely conservative and tieQ, to 
"tradition," is not consciously ~ti-Semitic. They point out that there are some 
people in Oberammergau who do realize that the plB\Y' conveys a stereotypic presenta­
tion of the Jews . They ~lso noted that while the Roman Catholic Church in Bavari.a 
has indicated that the pl~Y must be in conformity with Vatican II, nothing much 
has happened to produce these results. Schwaighofer noteg in particular that the 
problems related to the plB\Y' were largely in two categories, one described as 
tradition and the other, which he qescr-1bes as laziness. He stated that one major 
force in the resistance to change is th~t the older people had gone to great pains 
to lear,n parts and there was a major reluctance to change scripts and accordingly 
have to learn new parts, and that for many of them it would be difficult if not 
l1D.poss1ble . Schwaighofer and l!~ng are closeJ.y allied Wlth Alois Fink in Munich 
avd support the Rosner text. During the course of discussion we raised the ques­
tion about the possibility of a further revision of the text, in effect producing 
a new Passion Play wqich SGhwaighofer felt would be unthinkable as would be, in 
his opinion at the present, any maJor changes in the Da+senberger text. Speaking 
of the latter text, Schwaighofer indicated that the text is so sati.gated with 
anti- Semitism that changes would not really modif'y the negative impact of the play. 
He thought that t~e concept or an ~~ended prologue or epilogu~ would be a usef'll). 
thing, but that the pmjor effort needed wa~ to secure a change from the Daisen­
berger text to the Rosner text . 

Both Schwaighofer and La.ng expressed the view that they had gotten no assis­
tapce from Cardinal Ratziner in Munich, and repor-ted that all of their communica~ 
tions to the Cardinal on this subject have remaineg unanswered. It was also their 
view that it might not be unlikely that their requests for ~ssistance have never 
been placed before h~m. ~ey feit strongly that -if the church took a f!rm stand 
on the issue important changes could be brought about. Vijien we advised them that 
Seminar members ~ould be meeting with Vatican officials, they urged us to raise 
this problem with them and to solic+t their assistance. 

{over) 
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Anton PreisiBSer2 the Producer 

A small group from the Seminar met with Anton Preisinger and Herr Noth 
Mr. Preisinger was am.mated and outspoken assuring the group that there was no 
intent to perpetuate anti- Semitism and that if our group could show him where 
the script contained any anti-Semitism he would make changes in the production. 
When questions were raised as to script changes and possible production changes 
he responded by stating, to make major cha.ilges ,would be like asking them to pro­
duce "Flying Down to Rio." In any case he did indicate a willingness to be open 

ff to new materials and possible script changes, as well as to exa.nune the proposed 
(prologue materials le~ with the mayor Our group promised to send h:un as quick­

ly as possible a critique of the specific aspects of the script which we believe 
to be anti-Semitic and not in keeping with the spirit of Vatican II and the 
Guidelines. 

Vatican Secretariat on Relations With The Jews 

On Wednesday, May 10, in Rome, our group met with Monsignor Moeller and 
Father Jorge Mejia to d~scuss a wide range of concerns including a brief report 
on our trip at which time the subJect of Oberammergau and the Passion Play was 
raised. Both Father Mejia and Monsignor Moeller expressed surprise over our con­
cern with the pla\Y indicating that the last they had been informed was that there 
had been a text change and that the problem had been resolved We detailed for 
them that in fact changes had not been made and that those who were leaders of the 
move~ent for change felt abandoned by the church Father Mejia stated that it 
was ADL's responsibility to provide h:un with as much information as possible on 
our meeting with the people in Oberammergau and that Vatican II and the Guidelines 
(promulgated in 1975) stated quite clearly that Jews were not to be treated as a 
rejected people or a deicide people, and the play violated these principles 

Father Mejia indicated that Bishop Flugel of Regensberg, Bavaria, who is a 
member of the Vatican Commission on Relations with the Jews and is close to 
Bavarian officials, should be involved in this particular problem. Father Mejia 
also indicated that he works closely with Cardinal Ratzinger and that he would 
have occasion to discuss this probiem with h1111.. As we concluded this portion of 
our discussion Father Mejia requested that we prepare a memorandum for him with 
background information on the matter with supportive quotations from the various 
texts and such other materials as we believed appropriate for his follow-up. -- ... - - ... -.,.-.-er _ -::;,_'?' __ "'f°r"- -'1 ... -:t- - ') ~- "\-11.. _ _ .... '- ... - - -c - - --

Upon our return to the United States, the following National Catholic News 
Service Release was received. (See attached) 

While all of us realize that Passion Plays by their nature carry the roots 
of anti-SeI1Ut1sm, we can be justifiably proud of what we must recognize as an 
llD.portant breakthrough with the leadership of a COI!ll!lunity which is, in the eyes 
of the world, synonymous with Passion PlaY's. Obviously this represents important 
pro~ess. Further progress may be slow to develop but we trust this signals a 
beg~_nnu~g; 

TF/NK am 
Attachment 

, .. 
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NC NEWS SERVICE -15- Friday, May 12, 1978 

relrglous communities Vestments, chalices. altar linens Stations o• the Cross and other hturglcal turnlshlnga 

costing $17.270 were provided and $151 800 wa s 11seg to support a variety of local acllvltlea In ml111on 

areas 

The $4 5 mllllon b 1Jdget for the 11acal year from March 1 , 1978. to Feb 28 1979, lists $1 million earmarked 

for ipeclel diocesan aid, $900,000 for chepel-catechet1car center bulld1ng. $600,000 each for mlaalon prle1t 

and Rellglous subsidy campus ministry and mission catechet1cal and rehglous education, 1300,000 for 

m1aalonary seminarian education. $275,000 tor Mass 0• 1ering~. S~OO 000 for miscellaneous aid. and S25 000 

for llturglcal furnishings 

The Catholic Church J:xtens1on Society has been ra1s1ng funds for home missions since 1905 through ,, 
Individual contributions and through annuities, beQuests b(Jrses. life Insurance policies real estate, securlt1ea 

and trust arrangements 
T 
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PASSION PLAY WILL HAVE DRASTIC CHANGES. PRODUCER SAYS (510) 

OBERAMMERGAU, West Germany (NC) -The new producer of the world-famous Oberammergau Pas11on 

Play announced May 10 that "drastic changes' will be made in the Oa1senberger vers1orr of the play 

The play, put on for a year every decade In the small Bavarian town of Oberammergau. haa been criticized 

by Jews and Christiana alike es anll-Semlllc 

Hans Maler, 52-year-old woodcutter-producer of the play, said that the 1980 production will be made to 

conform "as far as poaalble" with the orientations of the Second Vatican Council regarding Chrlatlan-Jewlah 

relations 

The announcement came only days after a 16-member c1elegallon of American Jews, officials of the Antl­

Oefamatton League of B'nel B'nth, h Id talks with Oberammergau leaders 

The group called for changes In the script 

Maler said that sections in the prologue assigning collective guilt for Jesus' death 10 the Jewa would be 

cut 

He alao promised that a scene In which the temple merchants plot revenge against Jesus for cleanalng tho 

temple precincts would be revised 

Maler said that he Is shortening the play by one hour and designing a new aet 

The producer added that the team doing the text revisions would include persons who do not realde In 

Oberammergau, but he did not reveal the names of the group member<> 

For more than three centuries Oberammergauers have staged a Passion Play every tenth year as • reault 

of & vow made during the Thirty Years' War when the village was spared from a plague !>weeping Europe 

Over the years different scripts have been used The Oa1senberger version was written for the 1880 

production and has been In use a Ince 

As a result of criticisms In the 1960s. several anti-Semitic references were dropped or changed when the 

play was staged In 1970 But Jewish lead-ers and Catholics concerned about antl-Semlttam In Catholic thought. 

literature and culture argued that the change~ d id not go far enough 

- - - - - - -
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Oberammergau, llke thereat or Bavaria. la predominantly Catholic The play, tulfllllng a rellgloua vow, haa 

alwaya been considered a Catholic rellgloua play, not Just a aecular dramatic production with a rellgloua theme 

In recent year1 opoonenta of the play'a anti-Semitic tonea have focused eapeclally on the Second Vatican 

Council's 1985 "Declaration on the RelaUon of the Church to Non-ChrlaUan Rellglons" to argue against 

pa1aage1 In the play which auggeat that Jewa are responsible for Chrlat'a death 

The councll'a declaration aald that "neither all Jews lndlscrlmlnalely at that trme, nor Jewa today, can be 

charged with the crimes committed during hie (Christs) passion the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected 
\ 

or accuraed- aa If thla followed from holy Scripture " 

Critic• of the Oalaenberger version drew further ommunltlon In the last several years from the Vatican's 

1974 guldellnea for Cathollc-Jewlah relatlona, which expanded on the prlnclples of the 1965 declaration and 

encouraged effort• to ellmlnate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life 

The debate over the play has deeply divided Oberammergauera It was the main Issue In town councll 

electlona thla aprlno. In which aupportera of the traditional veralon soundly defeated reformists who wanted to 

aubetltute a completely different text 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York, NY, June 13 •• • • "f>rasti.c changes" will be made l.f\ the world-

famous Oberammergau Passion Play to conform with the 1974 Vatican guide-

lines for Catholic-Jewish relations and "reconcile with the Jews ••• wi.th-

out fa ls if ica ti.on of the Bible. " 

Th~ announce~ent, made in an Oberarmnergau news release published in 

two German newspapers -- the Fra~furt~r_ Allgemeine-Zeitung (M~y l3) apd 

the Frankfurter Rundschau (May 31) -- and the Catholic News Service 

{May 12), credited the changes to recommendations made by a delegation of 

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith leaders which met witb officials 

Qf the Bavarian town last m9nth (May 5). 

Among the AOL suggestions being followed are : an expanded p~oiogue 

explicitly statin~ that the Jews are not to be considered collectively 

guilty for Jesus' death: revisio~ or elimination of scenes which depict 

Jews in an unnecessarily harsh way, and the addition of Jews calling 

for the release of Jesus to the highly emotional scene ~P which the 

masses call for h~s death. 

The changes, announced by Hans Maier, a 52-year-old Oberanunergau 

woodcutter who 19 the newly-elected director of the Pass~on Play, will 

be made in the 1980 product.ion. The play, pnt on for 12 months every 

(more) 
1-0EFAMATIONLEAGUEOFB'NAIBRITH 315Lex1ngtonAvenue New York NY 10016 2126897400 DAVIOSURECK [)rector Commun1C..c1t1on.., 
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decade for the pa ~t 300 years, h~s been criticized by Jews and 

Chri~tians alike as anti-Semitic. 

. ' . . . 

The ADL delegation, led by Nat Kameny, chairman of the national 

human relations agency's program connnittee: Rabbi Ronald B. S9~el. 

vice chairman, and Theodore freedman, director of the program di-

vision, met with Oberammergau Mayor Ernest Zwin~: Qther town leaders, 

and later in Rome discussed the meetings with members of the Vatican 

Commission on· Relations with the Jews! They we;e assured by Father 

Gorges MeJia, secretary of the Comm~ssion, that he would give the 

recommenoations made by ADL in Oberammergau to Bishop Carl B. Fluqel, 

Regensberg, and cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Munich, both in Bavaria. 

Mr. Kameny said that Mayor Zwink and other Oberammarqau t<JWD of~ 

ficials, while knowledgeable aoout the Second Vatican Council's 1965 

"Declaration on the Relat1pn of the Church to Non-Christian Religions," 

seemed unfamiliar w~th the 1975 Vatican Guidelines whicb were adopted 

to implement it. The Guideline~, following the principles of the 

Declaration which said ''neither ali Jews indiscriminately at that 

' t:une, nor Jews today, can be charged with ~he cri~es committed du~i~g 

his (Christ's) passion ••• the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected 

or cursed as if this followed from Holy Scripture," encouraqed effort~ 

to eliminate ant~-semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life. 

The ADL group made clear to the Ober~nunergau officials, Mr. 

Kameny went on to say, that "'while we were aware of the current con-

troversy in Oberammergau over two dif£erent Passion Play texts, we 

were not advocat1n9 one over the other." The group 9ave as AOL's con-

cern the impact of all Passion Plays. 

~ ( "'"''""""' \ 
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"We pointed out," Mr. Kameny said, "that deletions could be 
' 

made in whichever text was used to remove segments referring to 

Jews and Judaism in a preJudicial way and in contradiction to the 

Vatican's Declaration and Guidelines." 
I 

Commending the Oberanunergau announcement of change in the pro-

logue and the play itself as "an important breakthrough on a vital 

issue which has disturbed the Ameri~ap apd world Jewish communities 

for m~ny years," }1e said "alt.hough progress has been slQW, j.t is to 

be hoped that the new understanding we found in Oberammergau signal~ 

a speeding up of the process."_. ADL will follow tl\.rougn with its 

promise to Mayor Zwink to send related materials and sugqestions for 

possible a~ditional ~odifiqations ~P the play. 

As a result of criticisms in the 1960's, several anti-Sem1tic 

refe~ences in the Oberammergau Passion Play were dropped or changed 

-
when the play was staged in 1970. But jews, as well as catholics 

conqerned ~b9ut anti-Semitism ~P Catholic thought, literature and 

culture, did not think the changes went far enough. Oberamme~au, 

like the rest of Bavaria, is predominantly Catholic. The play has 

always been considered a Catholic religious play, not JUSt a secular 

dramatic production with a religious theme. 

The Anti-Defamation League delegation was in Oberammerqau as 

part of a 14-day international, interreligious seminar in Germany, 

Itaty and Switzerland. The group conferred wi~h Jewish, Christian 

and political leaders in the three countries on problems related to 

anti-Sem~tism, peo-Naz~sm, education about the Holocaust and Jewish-

(more) 
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Christian r~lations. At -a private audience w~th Pope Paui VI, ADL 

leadets p~e~ented the Pontiff with the ten millionth c9py of the 

agency's 16-page publ.J,cat~on, ·"The Record - The Holocaust in Hi.story 

-- 1933;;1945," which appeared as an insert in 35 ma)or American 

newspapers and is being used as an educational tool by American pub-

lie ahd paroch~a~ schoot~. 

' . 
~ --
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THE AMERICAN 

date 
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subject 

( 

JEWISH COMMITTEE 

September 20, 1978 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

William S. Trosten 

Yesterday, I spoke to Dr. Scherer of the Catholic 
Academy in Bavaria. A definite date for the Symposium 
has been set -- November 11th and 12th. Because of 
technical problems, the Symposium cannot be held in 
Ettal but will take place in the Academy in Munich. 

The Academy is currently finalizing the agenda and 
securing speakers. Professor Franz Mussner bas agreed 
to participate. The rest of the speakers are not yet 
def!nite. They would like very much to have Professor 
Talmun participate but it is their understanding that 
the dates are inconvenient for him. 

3 • 3 
0 , 
DI 
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They would welcome and are awaiting recommendations for 
scholars and theotogians to participate or simply be 
invited to the Sygiposium. They are particularly interested 
in our recoIIllllendations for a speaker who can deal with 
the following agenda item: "The Possibilities and 
Limitations of The Dramatic Portrayal of The Passion of 
Jesus." 

As soon as the agenda is completed, they will forward 
it. 

They plan to invite members of the press ~s well as 
representatives of Oberammergau to the Symposium and 
the proceedings will be published • . 

continued •••• 
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~n the meaqtjme, Schwaighofer has confirmed the 
t~terest of Arbeitsgemeipschaft in a discussion of 
J~wish history aQd the h~stqry of anti-Semitis~. I 
have sugg~~ted to Schwaighofer that ~his meeting in 
Oberammergau be i1~ld on the eve~ing of November 13th. 

, 

Copies or my letters to Schwaighofer and H~nnes Burget 
are at~ached. i will write to Scherer as soon a~ you 
give me the li~t qf invitees and participants. 

t suggest that w~ get together ~s soon as possibl~ to 
discuss (t he Symposium and, perbaps, ~ven more importantly, 
the meeting in Oberammergau. 

W$T/BJB 
atts. 

-cc: Be~~~am H. GQld 
?-tiles J~ff~ ; 
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Herrn 
Biirgermeister .. 
Ernst Zwink . 
Ettaler-StraBe 12 
8103 Ob~r.ammergau 

Dear Mayor Zwink,~ 

American ... Tewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York,· N. Y. 10022 · · 
U.S.A • 

4/2/78 

On our last ·visit to Oberammergau we r~gretted that time arid 
circumstances prevented· our meeting and talking with more 
people. o~ this· ·winter v·isi t, we were pleased to have had 
the opport.~ity to, speak ··with you ~t such length. Your 
willingness ~o give. tis so much of your time find to share 
your thoug11ts wi:th us ·was most appreci~ted. 

The achievement ·of -,Oberammergau in its history of production 
of the Passion Play is·· the greater because it is the creation 
of t~e village. · We understand the importance of that fact 
not only to the village etself but also to the great audience 
which every ten years looks to you for artistic and religious 

I 
I 

.I 

inspiration. · L • • .... '· ·"':' • 

Our interest and concern stems from an appreciation of on~ ._-·. ·;. · .. . 
part of that audience, the .. United States. we al~o know that .. , . 
the views of that audience 9are widely shared in other C~untries. ·, .~ .... -~ · 
Es·pecially since···we have enjoyed your hos pi tali ty, experienced ·· · · '1 

·the beauty 9f · your·· village and its mowitains, been warmed · · 
by the cour-tesy of -your people and witnessed .the artistJG _, 
of your Play·,- we fee~ we must share with y;.0u our .co~cern with 
the impact your choice between Daisenberger and ··Rosn.cr. will · 
have at home. . · . 
In the last ten years, American -views of interrclig ious harmony 
have moved,..-· in many areas .from tolerance to unqerstan<!ing and . 
mutual respect-.,...··In -that process. even theology has ·changed .. · ~ -
Christians have recognise~ that historic view~ of the · ~ · · 
relationship between Jews and the crucifixion of J e sus are not 
only historically i-n,accurate but have1, ·be~n·-responsible f'or 
much of th·e ant.f-Semitism -whi.ch has· di·sfigured '(he Christian 

• • .: , ,1 

image. The_:'-decisiens·· of .Vatican Council II in · this respect · ,. .. 
h ave been -got .only acc~~i-~d-.--but -gratefully welcomed. It _has 
resulted ·in increased understanding not _only be~ween· Je~s and 
Protestants, Evangelical·s and all of the Christian denomination~. ·· 
·we believe that public 01iinion will no long-er tolerate· .any: <:ib­
religious message center?Jll on the theme that Jews as a people ;,;,;, .. 
bear any historic· guilt or collective responsibility for the 
crucifixion of Jesus •. The merest inferences of $UCh a 
relationship have been met by universal e~press·ions of out;rag~. 
~imilarly, the .production in ·Ober ammergau qf a Passion Play 

I : I -.. , 

':." .j 

. . 
' 
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that i s' seen to carr-y th~t message will not be accepted by 
any responsible segment of puplic opin~·o~•' 

Su~h ~ produc~.·i~~·~':: .we bei ~eve;,· w~ll not be . met with ~i~ence 
nor with pass 1 vi ty_,' but_ with active exress ions or putH ic 
outrage.· Such e~pressiops cannot but affect the wil·lingness' 
of Americans and 'Oth:ers to view what they should otherwise 
be e~ger to .see ~. 

But American reactiort~. Wei· believe, may not merely elf feet 
patronage of the -!"'.t:'assion Play and the desire to visit 
Oberammergauo -.The Germ_~ experience and achievement in 
recent years h_as . been much admired and applauded in our 
country as well_· as in other Western nations~ But it is 

. unfortunately ·true· that· suspicions and doubts about- the 
depth and· dura-t ·ion ·of ' democratic values in your' country 

- . ' remain~. \v'e fear that r ·e·actioh. to your decision will not only 
. directly · arfect · opinio~ : about Oberammergau but wi.11 also 
. .. - ·reflect on Germany as ·a wholeo This m§cy' be true even though 

German opinion . and. press have. welcomed the .possibility 
_of production 0£ :the Rosn~r text~ 

• . ~~·:: •. '£ • • , '. . •. ,.: • , •• ,I :: · .. _ ·~ • ·• • • ; 

\ve have read :both the·, ~Dais·enberger and 'Rosner texts- of ·the 
.. Passion Play and· have".-.se~n - your trial production of --the . 

.. · -Rosner. we canno~>. ;express· .,too · strongly our conclusion· -that 
·_ ~~ .. ~ntrai t ·o Da:f ser:iber-ger-, ·is ·· the theme of collect.ive ·Jewish . · 

guilt for·'·the ;death: o-f Jesus •. We are certain· that ·no deletions,. 
110 omissions,· no·; ·edtting.,i no · tricks· of stagecraft can· disguise:. 
-~hat theme.~ ; Dai<senberger-' ... wil_l be seen as an anti-Semi-ti·C' 

. -~xpr~ssion :in .. our:- -count·ry_-. and elsewhere, .. and will· be-·denounced 
. ·-- ... ~nd scorned·-as·.--such.,,. ..... i .. -_, '.fr~,,_,_, - . " ~-- ...... ,.·. -.. " .· < - · 

... ,,.~· • ·- · · T· ·,. ; .• .:.~,,,... P!•'""' )'... ' ' .:: .. '~-,. ~ •. . : - ·i • . ·.. .. .- .. . ~. 

I 
I 
I 

,) 
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· '·" .. '.\ve wquld -oppose, •any .·at-tempt . to.: -make your Passion Pl ay .any-thing· 
, ot-her than .· an-. expres,s .ion· :of . the artistry and relig.ious - .· ·I 

..... __ ... ~onvictions .of. ... Qberammergau .. The -fact that it is yoQr., creation i 
... gives it .much·-,·01f ·i ·ts- beauty·, : power and importance •. Because we · - .- ! 

,- ,~re dedicated d:n .. . our ·)opposition to the ~oncep-t of-',-cellect:ive · .1 

guilt,; whet-her -J-e\vs·-·or .. ·Bavari.an villagers, . and because .. \\ie . . , . . i 
. ,-~':lve come --~ o --kno.w '.y.ou a:s - friends, , w: hoJ?e- Y<?U will ,acc.ept -~U:r. .des_ire· 1 

... ~.imply to. -infor;m-·.-you .. ;o.f .. ,one of .the 1mpl1cat1-ons ·of . the. :choice · · 
before you'_o· -Your:·--right to_ .. produce Daisenberger. . .. cannot .b,e denied. · ' 

_The- certainty ·and strength ,of the resul-t of . such a choi'ce .in . · . .. 
.. Ameri ca and. in ,otheL,:,;C}}};lntries . c~nnot. be avoided . .. -we . hop~-·-· . 
_.that for your and -:-~-;·, y0,ur choice will express· the ·warmth . . · 

·'· ·and respect which ·we .. have ·telt with you. . . : .. _ .. .. ": · 
~ ,I •' I ·, • 

ti?,incerely. yours, ., . . ". 
. . . ; ·· . 

" A,iiles Jaffe .· 
· / ····-

.... ·, \ 

National Chai~man _ -
fn:terrelig·ious: ~Afi'ai~s Commission 

- . . ~ ~ . ) . 

... ·. 

,; !, f·~ "." • •• 

.. ,;·· .. Ra bbi Mav,e H. _ ra~-enbaum 

National Director 
Interreligious Affairs Department 

- . .. <T. • • . ... 

\Vhiliam S . ... Trosten. 

Director- of-Development 
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I - THE HISTORIC BACKGROUND OF THE _PASSION PLAt , 

According to The New Catholic Encyclopedia (published under the 

Imprimatur of His Eminence Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle, Washington, D. C., 

1967), the Passion Play was a genre of medieval religious drama, of 

relatively late and slow development, which concentrated on the suffering, 

death, and Resurrection of Christ, and was thus distinguished from the 

Corpus Christi cycles narrating the entire Biblical story from Creation 

to Judgement 

In their maJor study, A History of the Theater, George Freedley and 

John A. Reeves (Crown Publisher, N.Y., 1955) assert that the eccles1-

astical drama began w1th the elaboration of the Mass itself and seems 

to have come about first in France. There liturgical dr~mas were called 

' mysteres (my$ter1es), in Italy they were the s~c~~ rapp_r~sentaz1on1, 

rn England, m_1racle pl_ays (sometimes called mystery plays); rn Gennany, 

Geistspiele. 

The dramas of the period were based on "the holy mysteries of the 

Bible," hence theH naryies mystery plays. The miracles were taken from 

the event$ 1n the lives of the saints, though by the fourteenth century 

the two were used interchangeably 1n ordinary speech. 

Alongside the mysteries and miracles there existed the moralities, 

which c~ntrary to pop~lar belie{ were contemporaries and not successors 

of the already described fonns. Though the word "morality" was not in 

use at the tim~, this fonn was generally termed "moral," "goodly," or 

"pithy Interlude." The first of which we have knowledge is the Play of 

the Lord's Prayer which was perfonned in York before 1384 and until 1582. 

1 
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The seven vices of Pride, Lust,- Sloth, Gluttony, Hatred, Avarice and 
, 

Anger were portrayed for the instruction of the auditors. The char-

acters in these plays were allegorical and tn some instances derived 

from miracles though they existed along with the liturgical drama . 

It is held by scholars that there were no dramatic representations 

of Christ's death until the early 13th century, when all other types of 

liturgical plJy had long been perfonned That may very well mean that 

there was a reluctance in the medieval Catholic church to 1m1tate in a 

fictive manner "the awesome mystery of Christ's sacr1f1ce, especially 

since the Mass as the central act of liturgy was itself the actual con­

tinuation of that sacrifice. 11 (NCE, p. i062} 
. 

During the 12th century, however, the custom of chanting a long, 

lyrica1 planctus, or lament, of the Blessed Virgin become attached to 
. 

the Good Friday veneration of the cross. The latter ceremony already 

included the choral singing of the Improperia, or Reproaches of Jesus, 

(to which references in terms of attitudes toward Jews, Judaism, and 

the Synagogue will be rriade later in this paper) and the uncovering of 
' 

a veiled crucifix with the words "Ecce lignum crucis. 11 In addition to 

impersonations by clerics of the voices of the Sorrowful Mother, of 

Christ, or of John~ chanting and rubrics of stylized gestures eventually 

appeared, and such activity was regarded by Karl Young as "genuine 

Passion drama . 11 

' The only extant texts of Passion plays in Latin are the two in the 

Bened1ktbeuern MS from the 13th century, and their fonn suggests a devel­

opment rather by elaborat1on of the already existing liturgical plays 

than by accretion to dramatic lyric, sermon, or narrative poem. The 
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early vernacular Passion plays belong to the turn of the 14th century in 

both Gennany and France. The typical plan of the vernacular Passion dr~ipa 

is a threefold design: 

The Fall (of the Angels and of Man)~ the suffering of Christ, and 

finally the Resurrection. 

This plan omits virtually all of the Old Testament history except 

the original sin of Adam and Eve and ordinarily does not include the 

nat1v1ty of Jesus. The life of Cnrist is taken up at the beginning of 

nis public ministry or at his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

The earl1est surviv1ng German Passion pl·ay is found in a St. Gall 

MS., undated but probably of the early 14th century. Its span of sacred 

history extends from the marriage feast of Cana to the Resurrect1on. Of 

comparable date is the V1enna play, which adds to the St. Gall pattern 

the narrative of Adam's Fall, thus presenting for the first time the 

triptych effect of the usual Passion play. Perhaps the most notable 

feature of the St. Gall text is the presence of a prologue in the voice 

of St. Augustine, a trace thus appearing of the famous Prophet plays, in 

which the Church Fatn~r ~ummoned a procession of witn,esses to the Messiah. 

Augustine also serves as a commentator in the play, at times interrupting 

to give a brief outline of coming action and at other times to glve a 

1ittle homily based on a scene Just concluded, such as an exhortation to 
-

humility after Jesus washed the feet of the Disciples. 

The flowering of German Passion plays occurred in the 15th and 16th 

centuries, which witnessed the expansion of the texts to many thousands 

of lines and thus to an action requir1ng 3 days for performance. Among 

the group of plays that survived th1s pertod are the Frankfurt and the 

Tyrol texts. 
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The nucleus of the frankfurt group of plays is the Dir1gierrolle, 

wh1ch reveals in skeletal fonn a very extensive undertaking, from a 

Prophet play to an Ascension scene, climaxed by an epilogue debate 

between the allegorical figures Ec~lesia and Synagoga. The Frankfurt 

Passion Play in its turn has served as a point of departure for other 

Passion plays performed in the same general area, of wh1ch the best 

known are the Alsfeld and the Heidelberg texts. These texts exist in 

MSS. written shortly after 1500, and the great length of the scenes is 

attributed to "the loquacity of the characters, which has grown immea­

surably from the cryptic speeches in the early plays, and also to~the 

lavtsh use of comic motifs." (NCE, p. 1063.) 

The presence of-buffoonery is quite marked in these southwestern 

German plays, notably in the scenes of merry devils, of Mary Magdalene's 

worldly 11fe, and even of ~the cou~ting out and quarrel1ng over Judas 1 

30 silver coins. AllegQry also 1s used, spar1ngly but effectively, e.g., 

1n the Heidelberg person1f1~at1on of DeQth as sunnnoner of Lazarus; Death 

boasts ironically of his unlimited power and then suffers humil_iat10n in 

his qefeQt by Christ'~ m1racl~ at -~azarus' tomb (John 11·1-46) . Also 

noteworthy in this text 1s the Juxtapos1hon of pref1gurative scenes from 

the Old Testament 1mmed1ately before the corresponding events of the New 

Testament related typolog1cally to them (Thus the acquittal of SusQnna 

by Daniel (Daniel ch._ 13) is staged as a prelude to Christ's encouoter 

with the woman taken ir1 adultery (John 8: 1-11 ) This metho~ of struc­

tur1ng TYPE and ANTITYPt 1n sa0red history is not widespread in dram~. 

The much la_ter Oberanvnergau play has someth1rng akin th1 s arrangement 1n 

a series of tableaux v1vants from pref1gurat1ve Old Testament events 

preced1ng each New Testament scene. 
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The Tyrol Passion plays from the Eastern Alpine region are distin­

gu1shed from other German texts by a greater selectivity of incident and 

by a un1formly elevated tone. Omitt1ng Old Testament material, they begin 

lqte 1n the llfe of Jesus, with the council of "the Jews" plotting his 

death. 

(The most characteristic plays of the German stage were the Shrove­

tide plays, Fastnachtsp1el, which centered in Nuremberg, the center of 

learning and industry throughout the medieval period as well as during the 

Renaissance. The subJect matter was similar to the French farces except 

for the representation of the peasants in a coarse and ugly light, their 

virtue and bravery always being subject to crude questioning. The fact 

that these plays were always written by townsfolk may explain the dislike, 

distrust, and ridicule heap~d upon the coyntry people.) 

Passion plays on French soil reveal llll)ch the same history as do those 

in Germany. The early vernacular texts Qre Qf Bur9undian provenance and 

are all related ultimately to t~e nondramatic narrative poem, Passion des 

JongJeurs, written c 1200. 
/ The really great French Passion plays are those of Eustache Mercade 

and Arnoul Greban, both 15th century dramat1sts, whose gigantic plays were' 

subJect to revisio~ and adaptation by later writers, most skillfully bY 

Jean Michel. These French !!1Y-S~eres show diver9ence from the standard Gennan 

design, although they omit most of the Old Testament narrative, they do 

include the Nat1v1ty and the early life of Jesus. Moreover, they envelop 

the titanic serial narrative in a unifying framework known as the Proces 

de Paradis, quite different from the German forms of prophetic prologue 

and Augustinian commentary. 
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' THE PROCES DE PARADIS IS A DRAMATIZATION OF THE DEBATE AMONG RIGH-

TEOUSNESS. MERCY, TRUTH, AND PEACE AT THE THRONE OF GOO, ALLEGORIZING 

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN HIS JUSTICE AND HIS MERCY. The allegor1zed v;rtues, 

known 1n ~om1let1c literature as the Four Daughters of God, are reconc1led 

only when the Second Person of the Tr1nity undertakes to expiate man's sin; 

they reappear at intervals in the long cycle. most notably at the return 

of Christ to heaven. when Justice (R1ghteousness) at first sulks in a cor­

ner but then in a dramatic capitulation accepts the satisfaction made by 

Jesus. 

Performances of Passion plays continued long into modern times . 'The 

Catholic Encylcopedia describes the Oberammergau Passion Play as "one of 

the German dramas st1ll flourishing in a regular presentation every 10th 

year. 11 The origin of this custom is a well-known series of events related 

to the Thirty Years' War of the early 17th century. During the devastation 

of the Bavarian countryside by Swedish troops in 1632, a severe outbreak ' 

of the plague occurred. first in the lowlands, spreading gradually to the 

upland villages, including Oberanvnergau . After months of such disaster, 

the town council of this devout Catholic village decided upon a vow; they 

would sacrifice a year in every decade to the presentation of a Passion 

play. This promise was made by all the villagers for themselves and their 

descendants, as an act of penance and petit1on for deliverance; it is the 

Oberarnmergau trad1t1on that no one d1ed of the plague after th1s solemn 

relig1ous act. 

SOME OBSERVATIONS' ON THE HISTOBIC DEVELOPMENT 

All surveys of the historic evolution of Passion Plays that we have 

consulted suggest a number of conclusions that affect our approach to the 

1980 version of the Oberamnergau Passion Play-
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of incident and .•• a uniformly elevated tone." 
\ 

4) The New Catholic Encylclopedia's scholars describe the French mysteres 

as "the really great French Passion plays •. . which show divergence from the 

standard German des1gn 11 in that the Proc~s de Paradis dramatizes the Passion 

of Jesus in the fonn of a debate among the allegorized virtues, Righteous­

ness, Mercy, Truth, and Peace at the Throne of God, allegorizing the spir­

itual message of the Passion as the conflict between His Justice and His 

Mercy Is the Da1senberger text or the Rosner text of the Oberanunergau 

Passion closer to this expression of authentic spirituality ~hich precludes 

the singling out of "the Jews 11 as the enemies of God a1Jd the murderers of 

Christ collectively guilty as deicides, and therefore subJect to eternal 

punishment? 

II - THE ROLE OF THE PASSION PLAY IN FOSTERING A~TI-SEMITISM THROUGHOUT 

HISTORY 

The Dark Ages of Jewish history in Western Europe date from the First 

Crusade (1096), which began and ended with a massacre. "The men who took 

the cross," wrote Lord Acton, "after receiving conmunion, heartily devoted 

the day to the extermination of the Jews. 11 They killed about ten thousand 

Jewish people. 

When Godfrey of Bouillon, in the su11111er of 1099, succeeded after a 

heroic assault in capturing Jerusalem, he spent the first week slaughtering 

the inhabitants. The Jews were shut up in their Synagogue, which was then 

set on fire According to the Roman Catholic historian, Malcolm Hay, in 

his book, Europe _and the Jews, (Beacon Press, Boston, 1960, pp . 37 ff.,), 

Godfrey wrote to the Pope, "Learn that in the Porch and in the Temple of 

Solomon, our people had the vile blood of the Saracens up to the knees of 

their horses " And then, said Michelet, sweeping aside the glamor and 

p1ety, "and then, when they thought the Sav1or had been sufficiently 
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In the eyes pf the crusad'ing pauperes, Prof. Cohn writes, the smiting 

of Mosl ems and ~the Jews was to be the first act rn -'that final 'bat-t1 e which 

was to culminate in the smiting of the Prince of Evil himself. Above these 

desperate hordes, as they moved about the1r work of massacre, there loomed 

the figure of the Antichr1st. As the inf1dels were allotted their roles 

in the eschatological drama, popular imagination transfonned them into 

demons . But lf the Saracen long reta1ned in the popular imagination a 

certain demonic quality,- the Jews was portrayed as an even more horrifying 

figure Jews and Saracens were generally regarded as closely akin, if not 

identical, but since Jews lived scattered through Christian Europe, they_ 

came to occupy by far the larger part in popular demonology. Moreover 

they occupied it for much longer - with consequences, Dr. Cohn 'states, which 

have extended down the gener~t1ons' and which include the massacre. of millions 

of European Jews 1h mid-twentieth century. 

Based on h1s detailed historic and theolo"gical studies ; 'Prof. Cohn 

asserts that "officla'l Cathpl ic t~aching had p'repared the way" for estab-

l 1 shing the demonic image of the Jew which dominated the imagination of 

large parts of the Chr1st1an masses Hf the Middle Ages and beyond. ·catholic 

h1stor1an Malcolm Hay similarly declares, "The ma·chmery of propaganda was 

entirely rn the hands of the Church officials - preaching, chroriicles, 

mystery plays, and even ecclesiastical ceremonies were the principal agencies 

available for the dissern1n~t1on of hate. Preachers dwelt with a morbid 

and sometimes sad1st1c real1sm upon the phys1~~l sufferings of Christ, for 

which they blamed all Jews of the time and all their descendants : For many 

centuries the Bishops of Beziers preached a series of sermons during Holy 

Week, urg1ng their congregat1ons to take vengeance on the Jews who lived 

in the district; stoning them became a regular part of tlie Holy Week ce're-

mon1al." ' . 
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· revenged, that lS to say, when there was hardly anyone left alive in the 

town, they went with tears to worship at the Holy Sepulchre. 11 

The pe~ul1arly intense and unremitting hatred which in Christendom ~ 

and only ln Christendom • has been directed ~gainst Jewry abo~e all other 
11outgroups11 can be accounted for, according to both Christian and Jewish 

scholars, "by the wholly phantastic image qf the Jews which suddenly grlpped 

the imagination of the new masses at the time of the first crusades." 

In his lanqmark study, The Pursuit of_ the Mi)lenium· R~volut1onary 

Messian1sm in Med1eval a~d Reformat1on Europe and its Bearing oo Moder~ 

Totalitarian Movements (H~rp~r Torchbooks, New York, 1961), Prof. Norman 

Cohn observes 
11Accordrn~ to the Johann me and S1byH me traditions alike, before 

the Millen1um could dawn, m1sbel1ef had to be elim1nated. In a ~~nse the 

ideal of a wholly Chr1stian world 1s of ,course as old as Christian1ty 

itself. Nevertheless Christ1a_l)~ty h<!d usually remained, as 1t was ~t its 

origin, g m1ss1on~ry rel)gion which had ins1sted that the el1m1nat1on of 

m1sbelievers must be achieved through the1r convers1on. The messianic 

hordes wh1~h began to form in the eleventh and twelfth ,cent~r1es, on the 

other hand, saw no reason at all why that elimination Gould not equally 

well be ach1eved by the phys1eal ann1h11at1on of the unconverted . In the 

.Chanson de __ Roland, the famous epic wh1~h i§ the !JIOSt impressive literary 

embodiment of the spirit of the Fir~t Crusade, the new ~ttitude 1s expres~ed 

quit~ unamb1guously 

'Jhe Emperor has taken Saragossa. A thousand Fr~nks are sent to search 

thoroughly, the town,, th~ mosques and synagogues •.. The King believes in God, 

he des1res to ~erve hjm. H1s blshops bless the water and the heathen are 

brought to the bapt1stry. If any one of them res1sts Charlemagne, the K1ng 

has him hanged or burnt to death or slam with the sword.' 11 
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The Church, Prof. Cohn observes, had always tended to regard the 
< 

Synagogue as a dangerous influence and even as a potenti~l rival and h~d 

never ceased to carry on a, vigorous pQlemic a9a·ipst J~daism. For genera­

tions the laity had been ~ccustomed to hear the Jews bitterly condenmed 

from the pulpit - as perverse, stubborn and yngrateful pecause they refused 

to admit the divinity of Christ, as be~rers also of a monstrous heredit~ry 

guilt for the murder of Christ Moreover the eschatological tradition had 

long associate~ th~ Jews with Antichrist himself. . ' 

Already 1n the second and third centuries th~logians wer~ foretelling 

that Antichrist would be ~ Jew of the tri~e of Dan. Born at Babylon, h~ 

would grown up in Palestine and would love the J~~s ~bove all peoples, he 

would rebuild the Temple for th~m and gather them together fr~m their 

d1spers1on. The Jews for their part would be the most faithful followers 

of Antichrist, accepting him as the Messiah who was to restore the nation. 
I 

And if some theolo9ians looked forward to a general conversion of the Jews, 

others maintained that their blindness would eftdur~ tQ the end 9nd that 

at the L~st Jud~ment they_ would be sent, ~19~9 with Antichrist hlmself, 

to suffer the torments of Hell for all eternity. In the compend1um of 

Antichrist-lore whJch Adso of Monti~r-en-Der produ~~d in the ten~Q century 
' . ' 

and which remained the stock authority throughout the Miqdl~ ~ges, Anti­

christ, .while remaining a Jew of the tribe of Dan, has become still more 
1 J....., L 

uncanny and s1n1ster. NQw he i~ to be the Qff~pr-in~ of a harlot and a 

worthless wretch and moreover at the moment of his conception the Devil 

lS to enter the harlot's _womb as a spirit~ thereby ensuring that the child 
• I 

shall be the very incarnation of Evil. Later, h1s education in Paelst1ne 

,~ to be carried out by s9rc~rer-s and magicians, who will initiate him 

into the blac~ art ~nd iniquity. 
I 
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S1gnif1cantly, when th~ old eschatological prophecies were taken up 

by the masses of the later Middle Ages, all these phantasies were treated 
. 

with deadly seriousness and elaborated into a weird mythology . . For JUSt 
• I. • 

as the human f1gure of Antichrist tended to merge lnto the wholly demonic 

figure of Satan, so the Jews tended to be seen as demons attendant on 

Satan. In medieval drama, some passion plays, and picture, they were 

often show~ as devils w1th the beard and horns of a goat, while in real 
' life eccles1atical and secul~r authorities alike tried to nfake them wear 

horns on their hats. · Like other demons, they were imagined and portrayed 

in close associati'on creftures which symbolize lust and dlrt - horned beasts, 

p1gs, frogs, worms, snakes and scorpions. Conversely Satan himself was 

commonly given Jewish features' and was referred to as "the father of the 

Jews." The populace wa's convinced that in the synagogue Jews worshipped 

Satan in 'the form of a cat or a toad, invoking his ~id in making black 

magic . Like t'heir' supposed master, Jews were thought of as demons of 
. ~ . 

dest ruction whose one o·bJect was the ruin of Ch'r1stians and Christendom -
' . 

"dyab 1 es d 'enfer, enemys du genre hunfifrn," as they were ca 11 ed in French 

mirac 1 e p'l ay$. 

And if the power of the Jews seemed greater tHan ever, their evil-
r 

doing more outrageous, their sorceries more baleful, that was but one more 
- ,..-

sign that the End was indeed at hand. Even the ten lost tribes of Israel , 
• ' f 

whom ContnQa1anus had seen as the future anny of Christ, became identified 

with those hosts 'of Antichrist, the peoples of Gog and Magog : peoples whom 

the Pseudo~Method1us ~escribed as living off human flesh, corpses, babes 
' I .. I 

ripped from their mdthers' wombs, and also off scorpions, serpents and all 
. 

the most dls'gustihg rept'iles . Medieval dramas were written showing how the 
j • ' ,. 

Jew1,sh demons would help Ant1chr1st to conquer the world until, on the eve 
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of the Second Coming and tne beginning of the Millenium, Antichrist and 

Jews would be annihilated together amidst the rejoicings of the Chr1stiaos. 

During the performance of su~n works armed force was needed to protect the 

Jew1sh quarter from the fury of the mob. Popes and Councils might insist 

that, although the Jews ought to be isolated and degraded until the day of 

their conversion, they must certainly not be killed - subtleties such as 

these made little impression on turbulent masses swept by eschatological 

hopes and fears and alre~dy, as they thought, embarked on the prod~gious 

struggles of the Last Days. 

Hatred of the Jews has so often been attributed to their role as 

money-lenders that it is worth emphasizing how slight the connection really 

was. The phantasy of the demonic Jews existed before the reality of the 

Jewish money-lender, whom lndeed it helped to produce by debarring Jews 

from any ga1nful economic, civil, or military functions through exclusionary 

c1v1c and eccles1ast1cal laws. I 
When Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, was conmissioned by Pope Eugeniu~ 

III in 1145 to preach the Second Crusade, he gained many recruits by 

announcing that the kill1ng of an infidel would merit a place in heaven . 

Rudolph, or Ralph, a Cistercian monk who left h1s monastery at Glairvaux 

in order to enlist recruits in Gennany for the rescue of the Holy Land, 

told the Gennan masses 1t was their duty first to kill the enemies of 

Crnrist in their own country. Ralph told his congregations that these 

infidels, violent men, and well armed, were a long way off, and that it 

was much safer, and equallymer1tor1ous to kill unarmed Jews at home. The 

doctrine was readily accepted by the populace, whose minds for generations, 

says Malcolm Hay, had been prep~red for such ideas by ecclesiastical propa­

ganda. The massacre began, without regard to age or sex, at Spires, 

Cologne, Mainz, and many other cities in Gennany. 11Many ecclesiastical 
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historians," wr1tes Malcolm Hay, "have treated the whole affair {of the 

massacre of the Jews in Gennany) as if it had been merely an unfortunate 

incident, due to the ignorant fanaticism of single individuals and not as 

in fact it was characteristic and inevitable in the world of the twelfth 

century, 11 and subsequent centuries. 

That demonology which has fixed the image of the Jews as Antichrist 

in popular Christian eschatology has persisted to modern times in Gennany 

and elsewhere. In her classic study, The War Against the Jews, 1939-1945, Holt, 

Rinehart and Winston, New. York, 1975), Dr. Lucy Dawidowicz observes: 

(p. 9) 

11 Between 1907 and 1910 Lanz von Liebenfels, an eccentric occult1st-

racist, published a series of pamphlets - which Adolf Hitler bought and 
,. 

read - called Ostara· Briefbucherei d~r blonden Mannesr~chtler (News-

letter of the Blond Champions of Man's Rights.) in which he depicted the 

struggle between blond Aryan heroes and the dark, hairy ape-men who 

represent the lower races. All human existence revolved around th1s 

struggle. whose central burden was to preserve the purity of Aryan women 

from the demonic sexuality of the ape-man" 

Dr. Dawidowicz continues: {p. 10): 

"People living in an anti-Semitic milieu - as Hitler did - already 

viewed Jews as diseased and filthy creatures, degenerate and corrupting, 

outsiders beyond fratern1ty and compassion. Since the society had already 

branded the Jews as loathsome pariahs. the Jews could then serve the sym­

bol 1c and pathological needs of the obsessed and guilt-ridden. " 

In a surrmary evaluation of the relat1onsh1p of this theological tra­

dition of ant1-Sem1t1sm and its critical formative influence on modern -

German anti-Semit1sm, Or. Dawidow1cz makes this compelling statement: 
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"A lrne of ~nti.,.Sernitic descent from Martm Luther to Adolf Hitler 

1s easy to draw. Both Luther and Hitler were obsessed by a demonologized 

un1verse 1nhab1ted by Jews. 'Know, Christi~n, 1 wrote Luther, 'that next 

to the devil tt'iou hast no enemy more cruel, more venomous and violent than 

a true Jew 1 Hitler himself, in that early dialogue with b1etrich Eckhart, 

asserted that the later luther - that is, the violently anti-Semitic Luther -

was the genuine ~yther Luther •'s protective author1ty was invoked by the 

Naz1s when they came to power, and his anti-Semitic wri1tmgs enJoyed a 

revival of popularity. To be sure, the similarities of Luther's ant1-

Jew1sh exhortations with m0dern racial anti-Semitism and even with Hitler's 

racial pQlic1es are not merely coincidental. They all derive from a 

common h1 stor·i·c tradition of Jew.,. hatred, whose provenance can be traced 

back to Haman's advice to Ahasuerus_ aut modern Gennan anti-Sem1tism had 
' 

more recent roots than Luther and grew out of a different soil - nQt that 

Germah ant1-Serf11tism was new; it drew part of 1ts sustenance from Chris­

tian anti-Semitism, whose fovndation had been laid by the Catnol,ic Church 

and upon which Luther built . It was equally a product of German nat1onal-

1sm. Modern German anti-Semitism was the bas~rd ch1ld of the un1on of 

Christian ant1~Semitism with German nationa11sm." {The War Aga~n~t the 

Jew_s, p. 23 . ) 

The Oaisenberger text 9f the Pberarrmergau Passion Play must be viewed 

against that background. 

II I - JHE __ RELAUONSHIP OF THE PASSION PLAY TO THE CURRENT RELIGIOUS ClIMAiE 

Of all the pageants that dram~t1ze the Crucif1x1on narrative, the most 

famous undoubtedly 1s the Passion Play perfoniied every ten years at Ober­

anunergau, in the solidly Roman Catholic region of Upper Bavaria, in West 

Gennany. Over the centuries, 1t has been performed' in at least five differ­

ent versions. In mQdern times, the play and the picturesque mountain 
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village in which 1t is performed have become a major international tourist 

attraction and since the end of World War II, some 1,500,000 people have 

come toOberarrmergau perfonnances ln 1970, according to villa~e officials, 

some 530,000 people from 113 countries came to Obermarrrnergau to view 102 

performances. This indicates that despite its origins as a local village 

production, Obera1t111ergau ' s Passion Play now has assumed an unprecedented 

international importance influencing the image ~f German Catholicism, of 

Western Christianity, and of Gennany itself in many parts of ~he world. 

A prominent feature of mos~ Pas~ion plays, past and present, has 

been a strong anti-Jewish component, focused not only on Jesus' ind1v1dual 

Jewish antagonists, but ~ by implication or explicit state!Jlen~ - on the 

J~wish people as a whole A prominent Protestant scholar, Dr. Bernhard 

E. Olson, author of the landmark study, Faith ~nd Prej~dice (N~w Haven: 

Yale Univ~rs1ty Press, 1~63, p 195) commented on thi$ genre of pageants. 

The cruc1f1xion drama is . . regarded, not without reason 
as having pl ayed a prominent part in Jewish disabi1ities 
through the ~enturies as well as providing a major cause 
of negative attitudes toward Jews today. 

Similarly, a respected Cathol1c, -Father John T. Pawlikowski, O.S .M., 

writes in h1s study, Catechetics and PreJudice, (Paulist Press, New York, 

1973, p. 100) : 
_, 

A l"laJor problem in Christ1an-Jew1sh relation~ •.• was the 
blame frequently placed upon the Jewish people as a whole 
for the death of Jesus . Historians have found that the 
doctrine of deicide was never officially proclaimed by a 
church council or by a papal deeree . Yet it was widespread 
among the Christian masses since the time of the early Church 
and Church authorities rarely took any steps to curb its 
influence. This charge has led to a history of bitter per­
secution of Jews by Chr-1stians Most of this terrible history 
does not appear in textbooks dealing with the history of th~ 
Church. Thus , Q10st Catholics are simply un1nfonned about· 
the long trad1t1on of Chr1stian anti-S~it1sm, while most 
Jews are well aware of it . 
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The Ober~rrmerg~~ Passi6n Play is no exceptfon to this rule of 11pro­

viding a maJor cau~e of negative attitudes towards Jews today11 
- a fact 

fully recognized by the enem1es of the Jews. One of Oberanmergau's strong­

est admirers ln modern times w_as Adolf Hitler, who stated at the height 

of the Second World War (Adolf Hitler, Secret Conversations, 1941~1944, 

New York, Farrar, Straus, and Young, 1953, p. 457). 

It is vital that the Passion Pl·ay be continued at Oberarrmergau; 
for never has the menace of Jewry been so convincingly por­
trayed. 

Under the Nazi government, the Oberanmergau Passion Play was classi­

fied as "a racrnlly important cultural document," and Qh the oc;cas1on of 

the pageant's tercentennial, 1n 1934, a Naz1fied spec1~l performance 

represented Jesus and his disci~les as Aryan heroes . 

ihe performance in 1950 ~nd 1960 went back to the version used before 

the Naz1 era ~ a text or1gina11y written by a priest named Joseph A101s 

Daisenberger for the 1860 season. Daisenberger's text is free from the 

19th and 20th century-style rac1sm, but it abounds with anti-Jewish re~ 

11gious preJudices and misstatements - as well as demqnolog1cal and satan15 

images of Jews as being 1n league with the Antichrist - long establ1shed 

in the popular trad1t1on described earlier in this paper. 

Until recent decades~ the anti-Jewish tenor of the Da1senberger text 

does not apP-ear to have troubled many Christian consc1~nces. Attention 

was focused on this cr1t1cal concern only after -the Second World War, when 

in the wake of the Nazi horror the Christian world began to reappra1,se 

its attitudes toward Jews and Judaism. That spirit is well reflected in 

the recently published book, ~hristo)o91 After Auschwitz, by Father 

Michael B. McGarry, C S.P. , {Paulist Press, New York, 1977, p. 1): 

On the Chri st l'an side, theo 1 ogT~ns and Church 1 e~ders, in 
moments of contrit1on an~ bewilderment, wonder how such a 
catastrophe as the holocaust could have happened in a 
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Chr~s.tian country, in a nation nu·rtured (lnd stee,ped in the 
Christ1an tradition. Ant1semitism, to be sure, predates 
Christianity, but never before have men focused such a geno­
cidal fury on the Jews with such an unambiguous goal - the 
annihilation of the Jewish people . 

In an effort to eradicate every fonn of, and JU·Stificati!ln 
for, ant1semit1sm from Christianity, Church theologians and 
le~ders have tried to investigate what could have laid the 
groundwork for such an expression of hate and utter disregard 
for human dignity. Some, ashamed at their own Church's si­
lence during the attempt at the "final solution" have pointed 
to the 11unChr1stian behavior" of the Christian Church. That 
is, 1f Christians had been more truly faithful to the teach­
ings of Christ, they never could have given in to the evils 
of antisemit~sm. 

Others have suggested that the answer is deeper and more radi ... 
cal than a matter of moral behavior. the basis for antisemitism 
is to be found 1n the Scriptures themselves, or, if not 1n the 
New Testament, 1n the content of Church teaching and doctrine. 
Jesus' dispute with Jewish leaders, the cari1cature of Jewish 
ritual and synagogue, the "infidelity" of the fonnerly chosen -
these and other ant1-Juda1stic themes run through the Holy Book 
of Chr1st1~ns In recent years, numerous studies have looked 
carefully at the New Testament to glean from it whether, in 
fact, the very Scriptures are antisemitic. ihese ;nvestiga­
tions come to different conclusions, but at least it can be 
said, 11Chr1stianity (especially the New Testament} wr_o_ngJy 
understood offers a constant temptation for host1l1ty against 
tile Jews and th~ Synagogue." 

In this reappraisal, the dec1s1ve influence has been Vatican Council 

II's Oeclaration on Non-Chr1st1an Religions, Nostra Aetate, adopted nearly 

unanimously 1n 1965 by 2,500 Council Fathers from throughout the world, 

with which the Roman Catholic Church embarked on a new policy of promoting 
11mutual re$pect and fra_ternal dialogue" between Catholics and Jews. 

The Vat1can Declaration acknowledges the Jewish roots of Christianity, 

and ~phas1zes that th~ Virgin Mary, Jesys himself and his early disciples 

sprang from the Jewish peopl1e. It states that, even though "Jerusale!JI did 

not recognize the time of her vis1tat1on 11 and most Jews did not acc~pt th~ 

Gospel, 11 

Go~ holds th~ Jews mqst dear for the sake of the Fathers 
(the ~ewish Patriarchs), His gift and call are irrevocable. 
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Most important, the Vatican Declaration asserts : 

Although the Jewish authorities and those who followed their. lead 
pressed for the death of Christ, nevertheless what happened to 
Chr1st 1n His Passion cannot be attributed to all Jews without 
distinction, then alive, nor to the Jews of today ••• Besides, as 
the Church has always held and holds now. Christ underwent His 
Passion and death freely, because of the srns of men and out of 
inf1nite love, in order that all may reach salvation. 

For these reasons, the Vatican Declaration calls on those who teach and 

preach not to utter 11anythmg that is incons1stent with the truth of the Gos­

pel and with the spirit of Christ, 11 and states that the Catholic Church "de­

plores hatred, persecutions, displays of anti-Semitism directed against Jews 

at any time and by any one. 11 

In 1968, Pope Paul VI personally appointed a Vatican Secretariat on 

Religious Relations with Judaism, which, in elaboration of NostLa Aetate, 

promulgated in 1975 a document called Vatican Guidelines on Cathol1c-Jew1sh 

Relations. These Guidelines declared that "the spiritual bonds and historical 

links binding the Church to Judaism eondemn (as opposed to the very spirit of 

Christianity) all forms of anti-Semitism and discrimination, which in any case 
I 

the dignity of the human person alone would suffice to condemn." 

The Vatican Gu1d_el. ines specify that "these 1 inks and relationships render 

obligatory a better mutual understanding and renewed mutual esteem" in the areas 

of Dialogue, liturgy, Teaching and Educatton, "at all levels of Christian 

instruct10n and education, " including Catechisms Qnd religious textbooks, the 

mass media (press, rQd10, cmema, telev1s1on), and Joint social action . 11W1th 

respect to l 1turg1cal readings, 11 the Gu1del ines decl ar,e, . 11care wil 1 be taken 

to see that hom1l1es b~sed on them will not dlstort their meaning, especially 

when it is a question of passages which seem to show the Jewish people as such 

in an unfavorable light Efforts will be made so to instruct the Christian 
• 

people that they will understand the true interpretations of ~11 the texts 

and their meaning f pr the contemporary be 11ever. 11 
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The l'iuidelines add: 

Co1m11ssions entrusted with the task of liturgical translat1on 
will pay part1cular attention to the way in wh1ch they express 
those phrases and passages which Christians, if not well informed, 
might misunderstand because of preJudice. Obv1ously, one 
cannot alter the text of the 81ble. The point is that, with a 
vers1on destined for liturgical use, there should be an over­
rid1ng preoccupation to bring out explicitly the meaning of a 
text while taking scriptural studies into account. (Thus the 
fonnula '*the Jews 11 rn St. John sometimes, according to the con­
text, means "the leaders of the Jews" or "the adversaries of 
Jesus, 11 tenns which express better the thought of the Evangelist 
and avoid appearing to arraign the Jewish people as such. Another 
example 1s the use of the words "Pharisee" and "Pharisaism" 
which have taken on a largely peJorative mean1ng.) The preceding 
r~rks apply to introductions to 81blical readings, to the Prayer 
of the Faithful and to conmentaries printed in missals used by 
the la1ty 

The new 1nterest 1n the Oberanmergau Passion Play created by the 

Vatican Declaration (and the Vatican Gu1del1nes) have led to demands for 

revision by Christ1ans and Jews. The municipal authorities of Oberanmergau, 

who exercise sole control over the production, have announced that a rev1s1on 

of the Da1senberger text was undertaken for use in the 1970 perfonnance. 

(The authors of th1s rev1s1on have not been publicly identified.) 

According to ~tatements by Oberammergau spokesmen,the latest text 

of the Passion Play no longer contains anti-Jewish elements, except where 

dictated by the need to follow the Biblical accounts faithfully. Thus, 

the director of the 1970 production, Anton Preis1nger, has stated, 

The text has been thoroughly overhauled, but we cannot change 
what the B1ble says, at t1mes the Bible does use hard words 
al:x>ut the Jews. (Reported in London Daily Telegraph, Nov. 17, 
1969.) 

S1milarly, Ernst Zw1nk, Presiding Mayor of Oberamnergau and Chainnan 

of the Pass1on Play Cormnttee, wrote on February 26, 1970, to the Upper 

Bavarian Government that the Committee had ser1ously and honestly striven 

to 11attempt changes and to purge the text of all passages which can be 

misunderstood, in order to take rnto account the spir1t of the times." 

,. 
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In his letter, the Mayor reJected the imputation that the revised 

text might still be anti-Jewish rn some degree: "The question whether the 

text is in hannony with the thoughts and wi shes of the Vat1can Council II, 

and whether it has anti-Semitic dispositions must be C1onsidered as a ten­

dentious distortion." Indeed, he suggested that there was not much that 

could have been revised · "The Paisenberger text (1860) is close to the 

obligatory basis of the Passion reports in the New Testament and to the 

views expressed by responsible experts in the field." These experts were 

not named. 

To asspss the validity of the claim that the current version of the 

Oberammergau Passion Play no longer contains anti-Jewish elements, the 

American Jewish Corrmittee, long concerned with the effect of Passion Plays 

on Christians' attitudes toward _Jews and Judaism, undertook a comparative 

content analysis of the 1960 and 1970 scripts. Published in German and 

English under the title, O~eranmergau 1960 and 1970: _ A Study in Religious 

Ant1-Sem1t1sm, the analysis compared line-by-line the Da1senberger text 

in the original German, as performed in 1960 with the official Gennan script 

prepared for 1970. To our knowledge, it is the fir-st line-by-line analysis 

of the 1960 and 1970 scripts. 

The analysis deals solely w1th text passages. deletions and modif1ca­

t1ons that bear on the representation of Jews and Judaism. Changes that 

were clegrly made for dramatic or stylistic reasons only - such as the 

removal of repetitions, or modernization of out-of-date expressions - have 

been disregarded 

A copy of this analys1s io Gennan 1s being made available to each of 

the members of this Symposium for detailed study. 

The American Jewish Committee analysis came to these conclusions: 
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Taken all in all, the 1970 revision of the Passion Play text falls 

far short of removing all gratuitous anti-Jewish elements. However well­

i~t~nt1oned th~se responsible for the updat·ing may have been in their desire 
' to "purge the text of all passages which can be misunderstood, 11 the attempt 

has not succeeded. 

Except for one exc1s1on of some length (the prologue and the tableau 

opernng Act II which, revealingly, associated Jesus' antagonists with 11al1 

the spirits •.. up from nethermost Hell/Wh1ch from Creation's dawn stubbornly 

have rebelled/And forever have discord/Sowed against the Divine" - images 

of the Antichrist), the revisions are limited to deletions and modifications 

of emotionally charged 1nd1vidual words or brief phrases. Even this edit­

ing has been so incons1stently carried out that not one of the obJ1ectionable 

themes or ldeas in the earl1er version has wholly disappeared. Indeed, 

the characters as well as the story line and its implications are quite 

unchanged: 

1) The 1970 "revised" text, like its predecessor, still draws Jesus' 

antagon1sts as fiendish, almost subhuman creatures, thus perpetuating the 

med1eval images of the Jews as "demons of destruction," "dyables d'enfer, 

enemys du genre humain. 11 

2) It mlsrepresents Jew1sh religion in Jesus' time as harsh, corrupt 

and worthless, thereby v1olat1ng the Vatican Gu1del1nes 1 instruction that 
11The Old Testament and the Jewish trad1t1on founded upon 1t must not be 

set against the New Testament 1n such a way that the former seems to con­

stitute a religion of only justice, fear, and legalism, with no appeal to 

the love of God and ne1ghbor (cf. Deut. 6.15; Lev. 19 18; Matt. 22:34-40.) 11 

3) It falsely turns Jesus and his disciples into renegades from Juda­

ism, concealing their roots 1n the Jewish past and their conmitment to 
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Jewish religion and ethics. That historical caric~ture is in opposition 

to the statement of the Vatican ~uidelines · 

Jesus was born of the Jewish people, as were the Apostles 
and a l~rge number of His first Disciples .•• And although 
His teaching had a profoundly new character, Christ, never­
theless, in many instances took His stand on the teaching of 
the Old Testament. The New Test~ment i·s profoundly marked by 
its relation to the Old ... Jesus also used teaching methods 
similar t o those employed by the rabbis of His time. 

4) It presents all Jews as enemies of Jesus, asserts they knowing}y 

accepted the guilt in his death for themselves and the1r descendants, and 

maintains that they have been permanently reJected by God for this reason, 

contradicting the explicit teaching of Vatican Council Ii and the Vatican 

Guidel mes . 

Reflecting maJor trends 1n contemporary Christian scholarship which 

unambiguousl y reJects the 11de1cide11 canard agarnst the Jewish people, Dr. 

Eugene Fisher, a noted Catholic educator who is the executive secretary 

of the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the U. S. Nat1onal 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, writes in his book, Faith Witbout PreJudice 

(Paul ist Press, New York, 1977) under the chapter heading, "Who Kllled 

Jesus'" the following 

The Catechism of the Council of Trent, Article IV. as 
promulgat ed in the si xteenth century . . shows clearly what 
has always been essential Christian teaching on responsi-
bility for the death of Christ. Theologically, all humanity 
bears the blame. It 1s not one particular group, but the -
sins of us all that are resoonsible for his death. The same 
Council of Trent also declared that the Grucifixion was Christ's 
free dec~s 1on 11 It was the peculiar privilege of Christ the 
Lord to have died -when He H1mself decreed to die, and to have 
died not so much by external v1olence as by internal assent • . . " 

The New Testament does not present history in our sense of the 
term. It reveals the meaning of history. _As revelation, it is 
not intended to give us merely a listing of facts and events . 
Rather it aims to teach us the salv1fic will of God that under­
lines all human events. Only rn this way 1s lt "relevant" to us: 
that it reveal s to us our own sins and our own salvation. To 
the question "Who Killed Jesus?" the Chr1stian replies: 111 
did II 
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"He (Jesus) himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness (I Peter 
2·24). 

As Christians, we are saved only to the extent that we identify 
ourselves as the crucifiers of Jesus. 

5) It falsifies the character and historic role of Pilate, and shifts 

the role of the crucifier from the Romans to the Jews . 

This sympath~tic portrayal of Pilate contradicts the findings of 

modern Biblical schol&r~hip which, as Father Pawlikowski has written, "has 

shown quite convinc1ngly that the death of Jesus was not a plot engineered 

by the general Jewish populace As Father Bruce Vawter has insisted, 

'there seems to be no doubt that Jewish respons1bility has been heightened 

at the expense of the Roman . In particular, the governor Pontius Pilate 

as portrayed in the Gospels appears to be credited with a greater degree 

of disinterested Justice in his makeup than other historical sources con-

cernrng him would cause us to suspect. 111 

Father Vawter also goes on to say that "a factual history of the trial 

and death of Jesus has to be reconstructed rather than read from the Gospels 

.. A great deal of vital background material is missing from the Gospel 

narratives as they now stand. It must be supplied through auxiliary read­

ings and commentaries." {p. 107, C_atechetics and PreJud1c_e.) 

Dr. Eugene Pisher, in his book, Faith Without Prejudice, states 

Contemporary accounts of Pilate show another picture of him. 
'Pilate was so brutal that even Rome could not take him for 
long, and he was eventually called back by Rome because of 
excessive cruelty .A letter of the period reveals Pilate's 
true character· It charges hlm w1 th 11 corrupt1bll1 ty, violence, 
robberies, ill-treatment of the people, grievances, cont1nuous 
execution~ without trial, endless and intolerable cruelties." 

And Father Pawl1kowsk1 concludes, 

This situation makes 1t almost impossible for even the very best 
of passion plays to entirely avoid a travesty of the Gospel story. 
We cannot obtain a fully accurate picture of the trial and death 
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of Jesus from reading the Gospels alone. This is the clear 
conclus1on of the vast maJority of modern Biblical scholars. 

6) It fa1ls to make cle~r the background of oppressive Roman 

rule aga1nst wh1ch the drama of Jesus' ministry was enacted, and w1thout 

wh1ch the actions of Jesus' antagonists cannot be understood. 

The Un1ted States Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations has 

issued a statement on Passion Plays, with guidelines for improvement 

(February 28, 1968.) 

The statement points out that in try1ng to heighten religious fervor, 

carelessly written or produced Pass1on plays can become a source of anti­

semitic reactions, contrary to the sp1r1t of the Vatican Declaration on 

Non-Christian Religions . Wr1ters and producers of such pageants are speci ; 

fie.ally warned to avoid the followrng exaggerat10ns and misinterpretations: 

1) "To concea 1 the fact that Jesus 1 s a Jew and that His friends as 

wen as His enemies in the drama are Jews;" 

2) "To create the impression that most Jews of Jesus• day w1 ll ed his 

death, failing to show that the secrecy surround1ng much of Jesus' 

trial was motivated by the large following He had in Jerusalem," 

3) "To change the 'crowd ' before the governor's palace into a scream­

ing 'mob,' as representing all Jerusalem, and indeed all Israel;" 

4) "To depict Pilate, whom historiography has shown to have been a 

ruthless tyrant, as an innocent and kindly bystander;" 

5) "To highlight those t~xts of the gospel narrative that are amenable 

to mis1nterpretat1on by un1nfonned audiences, such as, 1 His blood 

upon us and upon our children' (Matt. 27 .25)." ., 

The Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations has defined the true 

purpose of the Passion plays as follows · 11To increase in the hearts of 

the1r audiences a greater love of God and of men, reminding them that those 

who played a part in the Passion drama were, in the Christian view, 
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representatives of all of us . 11 

One wishes the 1970 and the proposed 1980 Oberammergau pageants had 

adhered to this definition instead of falling, as they do, into every one 

of the pitfalls the Secretariat has cautioned against. As it is. the 

sumner of 1970 found half a million people viewing a spectacle that dlffered 

little, not only from its imned1ate predecessor, but also from .what wa~ 

perfonned on the same stage 1n the time of Hitler, who so acutely recog­

nized the harmony between the pageant's ant1-Jewish elements and hls own 

anti-Semitic policies. Once more, the old lies, the medieval demonology 

inqicating the Jews as the enem1es of God and of mankind, backed by the 

prestige of the play and the fanfare attending 1ts production, are being 

declaimed for the entire world to hear. 

In sum; our study of the texts and those specific changes proposed 

for the 1970 version, convinces us that the central theme of the Oaisen­

berger text is the collecti~e guilt of all Jews in the death of Jesus. We 

wish it were possible to eliminate that hostile and defamatory theme from 

that text. We7 and the Chr1st1an authorities and scholars who have stud­

ied the problem, believ~ that the removal of that and related themes from . ' 

the Daisenberger text would be impossible without destroying the text 

itself. 

We have seen the trial production of the Rosner text which we previewed 

in August 1977 as an honest effort to give artistic and emotional expression 

to Christian views of human sin, the possibil1ty of human redemption and 

Jesus' teachings of love and faith. We and most Christians who have studied 

the history of religious differences between Christianity and Judaism agree 

that the central theme of the Da1senberger text contradicts all of these 

teachings while the central theme of the Rosner text does not. It 1s the 

rlght of the Oberammerg~u Town Council to nonetheless choose to perform 
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Daisenberger. It would also be the right of both other Christians and 

Jews to draw their own conclusions about such a decision. 

On November 9, 1978, the date of the 40th anniversary of Kristall­

nacht, His Eminence Cardinal Hoeffner, president of the German Cathol1c 

Bishops Conference, issued a public stat~ent in which he declared: 

"Today, forty years after the horrible events, should be an occas1on 

for every individual who was alive at that tlme to examine his consc1ence 

and ask himself. 'What have I done then , and what have I failed to do 

then? 1 

11And this day is posing to all Christians the question what they 

are doing today that these things should not happen again . 

11 ln memory of all the victims among the Jewish people in the years 

1933-45, I want to assure you that the Catholic Church 1n Germany, 

faithful to the Guidelines of Vatican Counc1l II, will counteract in its 

preachings, instructions, and by all means, antisemitism and all racial 

hatred, and work for good neighborliness and friendship among Jews and 

Christians 11 

A 11 over the world, peop 1 e of good wi 11 await the dee is ion of Ober­

ammergau authorities to obey fully the mandate of their church, as 

enunciated by Vatican Council II and the German Catholk Conference of 

Bishops. 

MHT: RPR 

78-700-82 
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PARIS OFFICE • 30, Rue La Boetie Paris 75008, France• Elysees 69-11, 83-63 •Cable: Wishcom, Paris 

Marcr.-T,.anenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York - N.Y . 10022 

Dear Marc: 

Abraham Karlikow, European Director 

February 6, 1978. 

As you probably know the residents of Oberamergau i n a 
recent peblicist have rejected the reformed version of 
the passion play which we have witnessed . The peblicist 
showed that 60% of the population favored staging the 
play with the traditional text , which was objectionable 
in so many ways. 

I have been in contact with our sources in Germany and 
among them with Dr. Hans Lamm, President of the Jewish 
community of Munich. He a l ready took act i on in contacting 
Cardinal Dr. Joseph Ratzinger and Dr. Josef Strauss, who 
is, as you know, one of the most important · political leaders 
in Germany and the head of the strongest party in Bavaria. 
Steps are also being taken by the coordinating council of 
German Jewish societies. 

I am expecting to hear from them as to t he prospects of 
success of the actions undert aken . 

As you know the next IJCIC meeting with the Vatican repre­
sentatives is scheduled to take place on Apri l Sth in Madrid. 
I hope that you wil l be able to attend but I should l ike to 
hear your assurance to this effect. In this connect ion I 
also would like to know of our decision wi th regard to parti ­
cipation in the Spanish-Israel seminar which is scheduled to 
follow the meeting with the Vatican and whether you int~nd 
to stay over for the seminar. 

With warmest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Zachariah Shuster 

RICHARD MAASS. President • • BERTRAM H GOLD. Executive V1ce·Pres1dent 
MAYNARD t. WISHNER. Chairman. Board of Governors • MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN. Chairman_ National Executive Council • HOWARD t FRIEDMAN. Chairman. Soard of Trustees • 
GERARD WEINSTOCK. Treasurer • LEONARD C. YASEEN. Secretary • ROBERT L. HOROWITZ. Associate Treasurer • THEODORE ELLENOFF. Chairman. Executive Committe~ a 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM. LOUIS CAPLAN. tRVING M. ENGEL. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. ELMER L. WINTER • Honorary Vice·Presidenrs. NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN. JACK A. GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAN. EMERY E. KUNEMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD ·• MAX M_ FISHER. Honorary Chairman. 
Nalional Executive Council • MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer • JOHN SLAWSON. Executive Vice· President Emeritus • Vice·Presidents: JORDAN C BAND. Cleveland: 
EDITH s. COLIVER. San Francisco: EMANUEL DANNETT. Westchester: RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. Tulsa. DAVID LLOYD KREEGER. Washinglon. D.C.: RICHARD H LEVIN. Chicago. 
ALFRED H. MOSES. Wash1ng1on. D.C.: ELAINE PETSCHEK. Weslchester. MERVIN H RISEMAN. New York. RICHARD E. SHERWOOD. Los Angeles: SHERMAN H STARR. Boston • 
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TRANSLATION by George Salomon 

Citizen's Initiative for the 1980 Passion Play 

Rabbi Marc Tan~nbaum 
American Jewish Collll!littee· ·. 
165 East : 56th Street 
New York 
New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Tanenbaum . · 

OPEN LETTER 

~ . . . 

~ r.. . • ·•' 

Theaterstrasse 8 
8103 Oberanimergau 
February :25, 1978: 

We are glad tha t you desire friendly relations with our community. ·During 
the . years of the Third Reich, this very community aided many Jews, so"'.:·.· 
friendly relations should be a matter of course. ·, 

You will therefore surely understand that we must reject any medd)..ing:' ·in 
the internal affairs of · the village. Of course we are willing to~ listen 
to criticism; but it must be grounded in fact and must take realities · into 
account. We realize that you cannot judge co~rectly, since you hav~ never 

· viewed the Da i s enberger=Dedler Passion. Over the last 128 years, millions 
of people have departed from this spectacle with deep emotion ; We cannot 
imagine that your impression would. be different. 

·You believe the Daisenberger='Dedler Passion to be anti-Semitic. Unfortu- · · 
'.nately, just like Mr. Schwaighofer and Dr. Fischer here in town, you fail 
~ - . 
·to specify details and reasons; but ·criticism must be based on reasons. · 
As you know, the Daisenberger=Dedler version is being revised for 1980; 
specifically, · it is being shortened somewhat and examined for passages 
that might convey an impression .of anti-Semitism, although such is not 
really the case. In this connection we do wish to hear Jewish arguments 
and points of criticism. Since you h.ave a copy -of the Daisenberger text, 
we would b~ grateful if you could let us have your points of 'criticism 

-< · ·. regarding this text by the beginning of May. We can consider criticisms 
· : ·. that are submitted to us. It would be in our mutual interest if you were 
·· to accept this offer of cooperation, because otherwise we would have to . . 

- explain to the world press that Jewish quarters declined to help wl.th 
the version pref erred by Oberammergau. You surely will not wish to have 
it said that your organization is trying to dictate to Oberammergau:-which · J 
play is to be performed. We assume that you are no less democratic .than. 
your American fellow-citizens. 

Since you have never seen the Daisenberger play, you cannot have under­
stood it correctly. In our Daisenberger play, which is preferred by a 

-large majority of the population, the Jews opposed to Christ act out of 
inner conviction, out of their faith. It is different in the R.osner 
version; there they are represented as tools of evil.* You·. will permit- . . 
us to ask whether. it is good for Jewry when only evil spirits_ can influence 

*The ·ortgina.Z German is ambiguous here; the phmse can also mean "toots 
of the Evil One ." Tl'ansZato1''B note. -. 

\ 

. ·~. 
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the Jews. as in the Rosner play ••• 

Like·.millions of believ;lng Christians, we are of the opinion that the 
collective guilt of the .. Jews is .. not . .-J:·indeed · cannot be, the is~ue in 
our Passion.. ·rt is, ·afte~ .. all., the greatest distinction of the Jewish 
people that Christ arose from; it. Thus, we do not understand why Jewish 
organizations oppose Passion· plays, when their people gains d:l:stinction·:. 
from· them; 

You will surely understand our indignation about your boycott threat in 
the name of the_ Ame.rican people and of "the world's citizens," and about · 
you ·questioning of the democratic character of our country. Hundreds .. of 
thousands of' your American fellow citizens have been deeply moved by · ·· 
Oberammergau, whereas you represent only one American minority, albeit an 
influential one, of whose opinions we take notice. But you do not repre• 
sent America, let alone other cQuntries. Nor can we acquiesce in your 
doubting our country's democratic · character.. Our country is one of the " "· 
most democratic in· the world ~- though it is true that democracy is put 
in doubt when a . communal councll acts contrary to the clear will of. a · ·: · 
majority of the· population, as happened in our village a few weeks before'•. 
the March 5 election. · · · 

We find it interesting tha·t you do not utter a · single · word· to say that a .. 
Rosner Passion, i'f any,. would1· not .be boycotted by your organization. 
According to various statements· by some· Jewish organizations, Passion 
plays ought to be done away with. as a ma-tter of principle. 

We will be· glad tO· cooperate with you,-. but only on an appropriate basis· •. 
The final and decisive· wo-rd lies with· Oberammerga-u and its· .cit:f!z·ens·. 

Sincerely yours·,: 

Citizen'• Initiative ·for the: 1980· P.assion Play 

Anton Presinger; Sen •. 
Deputy Chairman 

Werner Notz 
Press Spokesman 

Willi StUckl. 
Treasurer 

GS:RPR. 
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Melchi6·r Breitsamter, Sen •. 
Chairman 

. :· ·' · · . . 

. ' .: 

Will.i Eich. 
Deputy Chairman· 

.Hans Maier 
Associate, 

. ·\·, 
Aleda ·Mad·erspacher 
Associate-
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cc·:BG,MY,SH,Btro ste.n,m jaffe, r weis,n flatow, fra n rosenberg,m pol ner 
On Memo Paper 

Date: December 1., 1978 

TO: AJC Arel\ Directors, .JCRCs, Federati.ons, NationalJewish Organizations 

FROM: Rabbi Marc H. Tm enbaum, National Interreligious Affairs Director 
. I . . 

SUBJECT: Rl~}ORT ON BAVARIAN CATHOLIC AC®EMY SYMPOSIUM ON PASSION :PLAYS.-
:' · ,SEMINAR 

AND HISTORiC .MEETXEN IN OBERAMMERGAU ON ANTI~SEMITISM 

Two significant developments took p1ace in Bavaria, West Germany, .. 
1 

. last wetkk·. While they centered on A.JC' s eontinued efforts since the 

1950s .to bring about a . .fund:amental remov.al or IUCt~!lirlm anti-Semitic 

referen~es in the Oberammergau PassionPlay, p~rticularly its present 

Daisenberger text, these 

that assumed a potential 

events initiated several mm deve:l.;:9pmen1rs · -
.. ;-:: . . . ~·. . . 

. : ..;~T,lb;lf_~;~:~: .. ~:· ) 

historic importance in GermanQJ.~w1I,sJ:1~:~.> . · 
. . ·-·:· ·:;:. :;._._:.·. 

~elationships that far tral')scended the Passion Play itse:i;:f'i : .. 

On Sunday. November 19, the Bavarian Catholic. Academy in Munich, 

· "the Brookings Institute" think-tank of the ~ Roman Cat1iol1c Church 

in Germany, ce>- sponsored with the- AJC 's Interrelig,ious Affairs Department 

a day•long sympos~.um on the subject, "The Pa,asion of Jesus ... Then and 

fuw." · In ~4ugust 1978, an A.JC delegation met with key &E.mmtl!l o f ficials 

of the GeI"man Government, the Catholic Church, German academics, leading -< 

editors and radio and TV personali·t ·i es, a.nd a detegati9n from Oberammer.gau. ~ 
. . 

Meeting in Munich, . . we indicated that we were dissatisfired 
I 

with the present course . of events whlch continuously seemed ·t ·o pit 

the Jewish community in a running polemic with ultra-conservative \ 

fact.ions in Oberammergau.~ The basic '·i.ssueti we were raising :about 

the need for honest and accurate ·portrayal of Jews and Judaism,, .and 

anti-Semitism, were being lost in a contin~ous cross-~.ire of' press 

releas~s and a barrage of charges and counter-charges. And behind 
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the screen of the"prop~ganda warfare" the right-wing elements in 

Oberammergau,_ bolstered by reactionary political, economic and religious 

_forces, continued to plod doggedly forvard wibh.:k their plan to 

produce the Dais-enberger script in 1980, masked by cosmetic changes 

and a planned new "prologue". (The "prologue" is to · say that the Jews 

are not collectively guilty for killing Christ; but the entire play 

·will then assert that indeed they aretf) 
We p~opeedd that the time is past due for a serious, systematic 

, German 
examination· by/scholars and church leaders of the critical ·themes 

of the Catholic Church's present understanding of Jews e.nd Judaism, 

and the methods by which Passion Plays advance that modern mentality · 
.;::)];-;~ · __ .. . ~;,~~ or contradict it. 
. -' ... ~-- :?::··~:·"'='--~'. 

Prof. Franz Henrtlch, the brilliant director of the Bavarian:'-.. ··: ... :· · 

Catholic Academy, responded enthusiastically to our proposal. He 

agreed to sponsor an official symposium t>n this topic, and, as an 

indication of his seriousness and commitment, he insisted that the 
' 

Academy pr~vide the entir~budget for the conference and make it one 

of the major underbtkings of their aoademic year. 

Although held on a Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., the 

symposium was attended by an audience of some 400 people, with dozens 

of people turned away from the packed auditorimn. The participants 

came from throughout Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Ital:-y., with 

particularly heavy represent~tion from Oberarmnergau and from Dachau. 

They _ ~~pr:~sented a high-level cross-section of academics cholars, 
civic .leaders, 

theologians, Christian educators, Government officials,/and numerous 

representatives from major German print and r~dio and TV media, 

including Der Spiegel, Der Stern, Suddetsche Zeitung, · and Bavarian 

.. Rund.funk radio, and German educational television. 
. - '*:t,. 
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At the initiative of Prof. Henrich, each of t he part i cipants 

was given at nhe reBistration desk a German language copy of the 

AJC study prepared in 1969, · entitle~, "Oberammergau 1960 and 1970: 

A Study in Re ligious Anti-Semitism, 11 the first line-by-line comparative 

analysis qf the Daisenberger texts. They were also given an exchange 

of correspondence between "the Cibi~ens ~ Init i ative f orfue 1980 

Passion Play" and myself which oonta1ted.d a firm exchange of views 

over why AJC felt that the Daisenberger text was "structurally. anti­

Semi tie" and needed to b~ abandoned in favor of' the tar myre s~pathetio 

Rosner text or some other non-anti-Jewish script. A basic document 

on Judaism that was prepared by us for publication b y the Vatica n 

in seven languages in 1975 was also kami given toe ach part1c·1pant;;· 

The entire day'.s proceedings was given impressively prominent 

coverage in the major newspapers of Munich, the daily press throughout 

Ge:wnany , ae well as in other parts.of Europe. (The attached clipping 

from · the Suddetsche Zeitung is an ~xample of the press attention 

. ~-:}:;·?~-.~:~~0,.t.ed to the 
~· . . J . ).~. ~·:}~·~·~;:" 

. <:----,~~~9$:ao'., devoted,. a 
.,,; · :· .., . -~;:.:~~'J·'·· : 

symposium. This paper, the New York Tim~s of Munich, 

Sunday magazine feature · to reporting on the c"onference.) 

Durirrig that week, .,the educational TV station devoted a half-hour 

discussion to the symposium, an~ Bavaria~ radio d.:hix.Bx carried an 

hour-·long. documentary on 1 ts proceedings. Through these media, the 

message o~ the conference reached millions of Germans, including 

the village of Oberammergau. 

In his openfng remarks, Prof. Henrich declared forcefully 

that "the Oberammergau Passion Play cannot be considered the . affair 

only of ~ a village." He reponeEld that he had received a 
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letter from Mayor Ern~t Zwink of Oberamme.b~au who charged that "this 

aymposium was e conspiracy on the part of the .American Jewish Conunittee 

and C·ertain Obermmnergau people" to t1nderrnine the Pase ion Play and he . 

asked that the $ympoalum not be held. "That ia unacceptable., ." ·Pro!'. 

Henrieh told the audienoe •. "and we reject it completely." He also 

d1sclosed that Oberammel'ga.u Town Council refus·ad to send any of fie ial 

I'epr~_sentation to the Symposium. 

· "It 13 Ohrii.stian duty," Pro.f •. Henrich added, "to cons·tantly iook 

at the narrative of the Passion in light of today• a knowledge both in , 

textms of oi.' historical research and b1bl1oal theology." Prof. Henrich 

w~a loudly and warmly .applauded. 

· ... . 
Reicke, professor of New 'restamen1; at the University of Basel, Switzeriand, 

' 
~ delivered a lecture on "Tha H1storioa1 Baokgrpund of the 

Passion or Jesus'' in which he synthesized the findings or contemporary 

scholarship on the Roman occupation of' f1ust century Palast·ine, the 

actual rol.E} of P()ntiua Pil.ate as a rutbless Procurator. the Roman 

1nstitut1cm of oruoifi•ilrlen, the Roman domination of the Sanhedrin 

and the Sa_<i~uoees snd Pharise~s-. 'and the limited role of Jewish 

1 oaders in the trial of Jesus. 

Prof. Dr. Franz Mussner; professor of Biblical Theology 

at the University of Regensburg. presented a paper on "Who Bears the 

Guilt for .the Death ot Jesue? Theologicai Perapeot1ves11
• He dellailed 

the various and often contradictory accounts of the trial and cruo 1f1«1on 

that a.re found in the life1:<1 Tes·taroant. owing to the differing time periods 

in the emergenoe of the Early .Church ~urtng which the Gospels were 

oomposed. 

·'" ·' . 
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Prof. Dr. Friederich K1enecher, professor of New German Literary 

History ~ng Didactic Literature at the University of Paderborn, gave 

a lecture on "The -Passion of Jesus : A Critical .Literary Perspective" 

in which he detailed the folk charac~er of popular understanding of 

the Passion as medieva1 morality play 1n contrast t? modern literary 

treatments of the Passion by great creative artists. 

Both Pro:ressors RJllRkK Reicke and Mussner stated that "·c"ontrary 

to what naive people often suggest, the removal of anti-Jewish referendes . 

or t endenoies in Passion Plays.Jis_ not the same a.s rewr1t!ng the Gospels. 

In telling t~e story of the cru6ifixion. the Gospels held back a good 

deal of the pailitical, legal, and religious reaiities of the day,. su"..,h_ 
.. ... ---...,,..:,. .. ::) 

as she actual . rule of the Romans in Palestine, vnd who was r~sponslble" ·. -./ 
<'-~-~;-: .... ~~·~ ... 

· for what. These realities must be considered in-- order-:-'.:toP. have a correct 

portrayal." 

They added : "The Gospels themsai:ves are highly conditioned 

and speciaiized interpre8a:bions of the Passion. One must always consider 

that the Gospeis were written decades after th.a death of Christ at the 

time ·that the young Church was se·parated from Israel and developed 
_ independent · 

its own faith and/con$oiousness. In that process, the Church· developed 

a growin g picture of the Jewish people as the enemy, and inevitalblby 

made a car!oatµre of the complex reali.ty of the Pharisees. 

"The Gospels also took up its missidnary assignment to spreatt · 

Christianity . i n the Roman Empir e, and t herefore did n-ot deal· seriously 

with the aotua.l role the .Rmmans played in the death of Jesus. Thus, 

there was distortion in ~ixing properly the charge of who was responsible 

for the death of Jesus, the· Jewish Sanhedrin is portrayed as having only 

base virtues, there a.re irrelevant- arguments, and Jews and Pharisees 
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are always portrayed as unsympa.thet'ic, oliche figures.'.\­
,,7 

The scholars separately concluded with t h.iJ/o oncensus: 

"In th~ · portra:,al of the Passion· of' Jesus, t he .Jef~s must now be 
. "' 

portraye~ with more honesty, with greater re~pect for their religious 
"' 

traditions, and with greater kNmX>t recognition or their ~ich traditions 

of scholarship. We still have a lot of revision to do in telling 

the Passion accounts. The Catholic Church has taken ·heed of the 

decisions of Vatican Council II in revising its Christian education, 

teachings, and liturgy. There is a ~ole ' assortment of Passion Plays 

througho~t the world, at the head of which is the Ober~erg·au Pass·ion 

Play,. which have acted as though relations between Christians and~!:_:,.{~,...·-: 
" . 

Jews have 'not changed. After Auschwitz, it is a scandal to oontintl:0';: 
. '\ . 

in that manner. •r 

An anexpected surprise came in the appearance of Franco 

Zefferelli, the Italian film director .who produced· the widely-ac«laimed 

NBC-TV production, Jesus of Nazareth. Zefferelli said that in directing 

his fil.m on the life of Jesus, he looked upon"the Vatican Council's 

deolaration·s as providing the basis for freedom to move away from 

the traditional cliches which present anti-Semitic interpretations 

. ·. 

of Scriptures." Zefferelli appealed to the producers of the Oberammergau 

Passion Play "as a Christian and a son of Abraham" not to use any 

fu:bther their production as a means t ·o incite anti-Semitism, or to 

persecute Jews, or bring about further separation; and. not to repeat 

the err.ors of the past. A Passion Play must . become a message of love, 

joy and peace." Great applause from the overwhelming majority of the 

audience. 
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There followed a longbhy and fascinating panel discussion which 

incl'uded Dr. Hans Schw8.1gho.far, director of the Rosner version or 
the Passion Play; Dr. Aloia Ji'ink, its editor; Dr. Ernst Haria Lang, 

a prominent Munich architect; and several others, including ng:x Rabbi 

Peter Levinson of Heidelberg, and myself •. 

One o:f the most interested revelations was that of Dr. 

Schwaigho£er who quoted :f'ram a speech made by Fathor Daisenberge~ 

on the eve or the first production or his play in 1860 in which 

he instructed the directo~, "Instruct the QCt~rs 

playing the J ewish parts to do in a maoner that is f 1lled w1 th 

for 1980.' 

Based on a paper that I was asked to prepare on the theme, 

"The Role of Passion P1ays in Fost ering Anti-Semitism ihroughout 

History,rr I made the point that Passion Play3 owe their origins to 

medieval morality plays whose oentral thes!s w·ae that human existence .. 
was caught up in a eosrnie struggle between Christ !nd the anti-Christ. 

Since the First Crusade in the ·11th c entury, the Jews were invariably 
-

portrayed as tha anti-Christ and incrGasingly assu~~d the character 

of the Satanic and the demonic. It can be documented that there was 
. 

a direct continuity betweeb that theological image or the demonic Jew 

SS the enaruies of God and the enemies Of mank1nd and Hitler~s .portrayal 

of Jews as "untermenscheo" who must be destroyed as tha anti-Chri~t 
.. 

was to be destroyed in ~d~r to r ealize the m1llen1um. :. ·:;: . ~ .. . 
.-::•· 

Following the sympoa1u.~, Prof. Henrich and m~mbers ~f his 

faculty felt so positive about the achievement of the proe'.eedings, 
• •• : - - '.r_ 

'; 
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that he propsed two signf1cant follow-ups: 

1) The Bava+-ian Catholic Academy will consider publishing the 

~ papers and proceedings 1n German for distribution throughout· 

Germany; 

2)The Academy would like to sponsor another symposium on a 

related theme during the next academic ye.ar in order to keep the 
... 

momentum of th.is conference going. 

·:.. .. Our AJC delggation - after expressicg our deep appreciation 

for · the success of this unprecedented meeting - indicated our willingess 

to collaborate in both ventnres. 

OBERMMERGAU 

At the invitation of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft of Oberamrne~gau, 

th~ several ·hundred ~eolpe affiliated with the Rosner production (see . 

. th"' at taohed letter), <>ur A.JC .. delegation went to the Obe~~ .. ~~ --:~£f,{§t: 
village the next. evening •. Ou:r delegation consisted of Mil41Y~~:·'.<"f;L, : .: :;.;-. {"J.t, ' " 

·. ~}~: .. ·:~~~;r:~:-~~'.l~~~~t~ _ 
national chair.man of the interreligious affairs ·cornmi"ssion; Rfi~hard 

Weis,.. chairman of the AJC Cha.pt er in Los Angeles· and a leader in 

:tnterreligious a:ffairs-; Willima Trosten, director of' .AJC Deve1·opment 

who is fluent in German and who spent years in :Bavaria with. the 

American Military Government; Zacharitl.ah Schuster, mm of Paris, 

cqnsutlann in intereeligious §§fairs in Eruope; and myserf. 

For the first time in the h~story of Oberammergau, we were 

invited to present a lecture ofi ttThe History of Anti-Semtism and 

Jewish ... Chr istim Relations Today". We began with shown a film on 

thi.s su_b@ect prepared by a Roman Catholic nun,, Sister Susan. Noffke, O. P., 

called ·"The .,.rroubled Broth er-hood." Fort he ·majority of the 200 

- Oberarnrnergauers who packed the hall, this was their first introduction 

to the main expereinces of anti-Semtism ~n the Christian West~ and 
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to som~ basic knowledge about Jews, Judaism, Israel, and the . '\) 
Nazi n. 

holocaust ~s viewed thboggh Jewish perspectives. There was a long· 

and lively discussion a.bout such questions, "How do Judaism and 

'Christianity D1.ffer? 11 "Why were Jews made into money-lenders in 

Germany and Europe?" M "What bo Jews Believe About the Messiah?" 

"What is the difference between a Priest and a Rab_bi?" 

The spi:bit was warm and sympathetic, and concluded with 

sustained applause • . 

Outcome: AJC was invited t0 organize a seminar during the 
. 

coming year with a group of Jewish scholars to come to Oberammergati 

to spend a week giving lectures on tne ba.sic issues raised during.· 

our first seminar. 

Sitmming up both xmax the experiences amit of the Sun1ch 

', • 

symposium and the Oberarnrnergau seminar, this mu_ch appears to be clear( 

These several breathroughs have taken place; 

First, the debate over the Oberammergau Pas'sion Play .is no 

longer a controbarsy between American Jews and Ober8mmergau villagers. 

The Munich Academy sympos~um have shifted th e entire perspective -

now the world of German Catholic academics, theologians, and church 

officials are demanding that justice be done .to the Jews and that 

Oberammergau Town Council officials put an e nd to anti-Semttism. 

Second, if the Daisenberger text will be manipulated. for the 

1980 production, ever yone feels confident that this will be the .last 

time it will shown. In 1984, the JOOth a".lniversary of the PassionPlay, 

the Rosner production will be played, and thereafter h~p~fully it inirll 

be the of ficial production for 1980 and ~ruix beyond. ~ 

Third. for the first time a new mentality based on knowledge 

is beginning to be developed in Oberannnergau itself. DayenuJ 
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(TRANSLATION FROM GERf-!AN) 

To the Village Council of Oberammergau 
Citizens' Initiative for the 1980 Passion Play 
8103 Oberammergau 
West Germany 

, 
Gentlemen: 

March 31, 1978 

We have received your open letter concerning the Oberammergau 
Passion Play. We welcomed you~ expression of view~, because 
we are convinced that only honest discussion among all parties 
concerned can bring the serious problems raised by the Passion 
Play nearer to a solution. 

In all candor, I must tell you at the outset that your tone 
and some of the implications contained in your letter have 
filled me with chagrin •. Howeve~, since forgiveness is one 
of the central virtues of Biblical and Rabbinic Judaism ( in which, 
of course, Jesus and the Disciples grew up and in which the 
early Christian Church was nurtured), I will put as~de any feel­
ings of affront and address myself matter-of ~factly to the 
several issues you~ letter raises. 

The American Jewish Coltlltlittee has not sought to "meddle in the 
internal affairs" of Obera.mmergau. In our discussions in your 
village as well as in our comments to the press, we have emphasized 
repeatedly that we respect the Passion Play as an artistic 
creation of the village of Obera.mmergau. As a pioneer human rights 
and civil liberties organization in the United States, we have 
fought since our beginning any form of censorship and any re­
striction of the freedom of expression. 

But, as anyone conversant with the history of democratic liberties 
knows, freedom of expression involves duties as well as rights. 
The var~OU$ United Nations Covenants against racial and religious 
discrimination cond~ all public expressions that could incite 
•hatred, violence or bigotry" against any racial, religious or 
ethnic groups in the world. Citizens of countries that have 
signed these couenants are obl~gated to abide by this fundamenta1 
principle of respect for the religious faith and traditions of 
other people. 

With all respect fo~ the Passion Play as a creation of Oberammerqau, 
it is an inescapabie fact -- one of those "facts" and "realities" 
that you ~~ghtly urge us to take into account-- that the play is 
not just an "internal matter" of consequence solely t.o the local 

.. 
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residents. As you indicate in your open letter with apparent 
pride and gratification, "over the last 128 years, milli~ns of 
people have departed from this spectacle with deep emotion." 
According to your press announcements, in 1970 alone some 500,000 
people from 113 countries viewed it. 

By your own ~mission, therefore, the Oberammergau Passion Play 
has become an international event. Its moral, spiritual, and 
social effects are a matter of consequence far beyond the village 
borders. Oberammergau has successfully promoted its Passion 
Play as an international artistic achievement so as to attract 
larger and larger audiences from all parts of the world. It 
seems to us that your very success precludes your disregarding 
critical responses by people outside your village as "meddling.n 

Moreover, because of its internationsl significance, the Ober­
amm.ergau Passion Play is widely viewed as a kind of symbol or 
barometer, which is thought to register not only the Oberammergau 
residents' attitudes toward anti-Semitism, the Jewish People, 
living Judaism and democratic principles, but the attitude of all 
Bavaria, or of today's Germany as a whole. 

You say we have doub~s about democracy in your country. We do 
not. But it would not be sensible of you or of us to disregard 
that such doubts exist in the Western countries. If Oberammergau 
determinedly refuses to take into account the points we submitted 
to you, ~t cannot help but strengthen such doubts. 

We do not understand your reference to a boycott thre~t by us. 
The American Jewish Committee has said no such thing. Through­
out its history, the Committee, with its offices in Europe, 
Central and South America and the Middle East, has neither 
organized boycotts nor supported them. We have sought to point 
out to you that Roman Catholic and Protestant, as well as Jewish, 
groups ~n the U.S. and elsewhere would ~ind a performance of the 
Daisenberger-Dedler version deeply offensive: as a blow to present­
day views concerning Jewish-Christian relations which are based 
on the most serious Biblical and historical scholarship and on 
universal conceptions of human rights. But that is not a boycott 
threat. 

OUr stat~ents to you find confirmation in unfavorable utterances 
about the Daisenberger text by the highest authorities of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and the leadership of Protestant churches 
in the u.s., Germany and other countries. The issue, then, is 
not whether we would participate in a boycott if any; the issue 
is what the world would say to a performance of the .Daisenberger 
version in 1980. We believe it would be strongly condemned in 
many places, particularly since a performance of the Rosner text 
was expected. 
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As you state, we do believe that the Daisenberger Passion Play 
does favor anti~se.mitic attitudes. But we find it difficult to 
understand how you can say that we have not spec~f ied "d~tails 
and reasonsn for our crit1ci$rn. Several months prior to ~ne 1970 
production, w~ sent to the then leaders of O~erammergau a detailed 
analysis comparing tpe amended text, line by line, with th~~ of 
1960. In this scholarly document, the reasons for our criticusm 
are spelled out in full detail. Indeed, in 1970 the Village o~ 
Oberamrnergau published a volume in defense of the text which iQ 
effect wa~ a response to ~Qe historical, theolog~cal a~d ~~plical 
issues pointed to +n our study. 

You ask us to p~ovide nJewish arguments and points Of criticism" 
concerning the Daisenberger text. We are glad to comply and 
enclose several copies of ou~ ~nalysis (Oberammerg~~ l960 ~nA l970: 
! St~dy !!!_Religious .Ant~-Sem.i~ism). We trust you will review 9ur 
documentation carefully, and will note 1n particular our conclusion 
on page 18: 

•The r~lat~vely t~ifling changes mad~ tQ 'update' the [1970) 
Oberammergau Passion Play do. not alter this basic truth: 
The play reflects an ingr~ined negative attitude toward 
Judaism and Jewry, perpetuated by certain trad~tions of 
Christianity." -

We also call your attention to page ~7, where we stated: nTaken 
all in all, the 1970 revision of the Passion Play text falls far 
short of removi.ng all g~atuitous anti-Jewish element~." We noted 
specif~callf: 

"The 1970 text, i~ke it~ predecessors, still draws Jesus' 
a._ntagonists as fiendish, almost $Ubhuinan creatures. 

•zt rnis~epresents Jewish religion in Je~us' time as har~b, 
corrupt ~nd worthless. 

n1t presents all Jews as enemies of Je~~s, a~serts that they 
knowingly accepted the guilt in his deatb for themselves and 
their descend~nts, and maintaips that they have been per­
manently reJected by God for th~$ reason. 

•1t falsifies the character and historic role of Pilate, 
and shifts the role of the crucifier from the Romans tQ the 
Jews. 

"It fails to make clear th~ background of oppressive Roman 
rule against which the drama of Jesus' m~ni~try was enacted, 
and without which the actions of Jesus' Jewish antagon~~ts 
cannot be understood." 
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our study of the various texts and the criticisms JUst noted 
convince us that the alleged collective guilt of all Jews ~n the 
deatfi of Jesus is a continuous leitmotiv in DaisenbergerJstext. 
We wish it were possible to eliminate that hostile theme, but 
neither we nor the Christian a~thorities who have studied the 
problem believe this can be done without destroying the Daisen-

, berger teXt 1 tself. 

We agatp point out tha~ our understanding of the themes of the 
Daisenberger text is not only a Jewish understanding. Xn this 
context, we think first of all of Nost~~ ~~tate, the fundamental 
declaration of the Second Vatican Council on ehe relationship 
of the Church to non-Christian religions and on Catholic-Jewish 
friend~hip. We also call your attention to paqes 20-22 of our 
~nalysis, where an official proclamation of the American Catholic 
hierarchy in the u.s., as well as statements by Catholic and 
Prot,est$lnt scholars, are quoted verbatim. These critici~s 
agre~ with our views, as do many comments in the general and the 
religious press. We enclose some articles from the American 
press, refer~ing to the latest declarations ~de on February 17, 
1978, by the National Conference of caeholic Bishop$ and the 
(Protest~~t) National Council of Churches. The Qaisenberger 
text is generally disapproved and reJected there, and this 
disapproval clearly cannot be waved aside as merely ~ parochial 
concern of the Jewish peopie. 

The dis~greement between us and you is summarized by one sentence 
in your letter. You write: "We do not understand why Jewish 
organizations oppose Passion Plays, when their people gain 
distinction from them.• The d~stinctions we have gained over 
the centuries from the notions of a collective Jewish blood 
guilt for the death of Jesus apd of an attengapt "eternal cqrse" 
have been hatred, persecution, bloodshed, and finally genocide. 
Dachau and Auschwitz are the traumatic rem~nders of that de­
humanization of the Jewish people. 

Since the Second Vatican Council, the majority of the Christian 
world has recognized this truth. We ask: When will you in 
Oberammergau f ihally recognize it? 

In yoUJ: trial production of tbe Rosner ve~sion, we saw an honest 
effort to give stirrin.g artistic expression to Christian views 
of sin and redemption and to Jesus' teachings of love and faith. 
We and most Christian$ who have seriously concerned themselves 
with ~he history of religious differences between Jews and 
Christians agree that the notion of Jewish collective guilt 
contradicts their teachings. And collective quilt is the 
leitmotiv in the Daisenberger version: ~n the Rosner version it 
is not. 

• 
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Oberammergau nonetheless has the right to perform the DaJ.senberger 
version; but in that event, other Christians as well as Jews would 
have the right to draw their own conclusions from such a decision. 

Sincerely yours, 
THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE 

(s) Rabb! Marc B. Tanenbaum 
Di.rector, Ecumenical and 
Jewisb-Christian Affairs 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date July 21, 1978 

to Bert Gold & Mlles Jaffe 

from Marc Tanenbaum 

CONFIDENTIAL 

subject MEETINGS IN MUNICH JULY 19-21 RE· OBERAMMERGAU 

This is a prel1m1nary report in summary form of the maJor developments 
that emerged out of our several meet1ngs in Munich this week. B1ll 
Trosten will be returning from Oberammergau to New York next Wednesday 
and will augment th1s report w1th h1s own. 

In the main, this was an extremely useful trip, and, as will be indi­
cated below, could be of potentially far-reaching, constructive im­
portance on a number of levels. As you know, in overseas telephone 
calls, both Or. Alois Fink and Dr. Hans Schwa1ghofer strongly urged us 
to come to Germany at this t1me wh1ch they regarded as Crl'tical in the 
dec1s1on-mak1ng process. 

Our first meeting took place from 2-5·30 p.m. in a conference room at 
the Vier Jahr~e1ten Hotel 1n Munich. There was in attendance an 1nter­
est1ng mixture of groups· 

a) A delegation of four people from Oberammergau, headed by Dr. 
Hans Schwaighofer, OPP director (Dr. Alo1s F1nk, OPP editor, had a week­
long ass1gnment in Wiesbaden and could not be present.) 

b) Hannes Berger, polit1cal-cultural editor of the maJor da1ly of 
Munich, Der Suddeutsche Zeitung. Berger, an lmpress1ve intelligence in 
his mid-thirties, who has wr1tten numerous pro-Rosner articles and edi­
torials, has emerged as a key affirmative influence in the discuss1ons; 

c) Rev. ---- Sanders, an art1culate Catholic priest, deeply en­
gaged rn promotrngCatholic.Jewish relations in Bavaria; 

d) Mr. ----Stoltz ('), a radio commentator for Bavarian Radio, 
thoughtful and helpful to us ln the manner of Journalist Berger. 

e) Karl Koepcke of Lufthansa, who played his usual supportive role. 
(Bill Trosten will supply a complete list of names and titles.) 

THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE PASSION PLAY - Schwaighofer reported that prob­
ably 70% of Oberammergau's population lS pro-Da1senberger for both prac­
tical and 11 ideological 11 reasons. There are about 420 people who presently 
support the Rosner version. On the basis of a German version of the AJC 

' 
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study of the t ext , and our last letter to the Burger1n1t1at1ve group 
which sunmarized our obJect1ons to Oaisenberger, the OPP group said, 
Mayor Zwrnk and the Gemerndrat assigned Hans Maier, the new editor, to 
revise Daisenberger so that it would conform as much as possible to 
Vatican Council II teach1ng. 

Interest1ngly, throughout the entire three-and-a-half hour discussion 
not a single reference was made to the AOL delegation's visit in May, 
nor to any AOL documents. 

The OPP delegation unanimously felt that it was impossible to rectify 
the anti-Semitic structure of Oa1senberger and changes would only be 
cosmetic. Meanwhile, the Rosner group continues to work on their pro­
duction, performing and refin1ng scenes. They are still count1ng on 
the Daisenberger text to fa1l, and they plan to have their play ready 
as a substitute. 

The OPP group strongly resents the straddling of the issue by Cardinal 
Ratz1nger, and the s1lence of the Bavarian Conference of Bishops. They 
feel that had the Cardinal and the Bishops supported the Rosner group, 
there would be no question that they would prevail. 

· It is important for us to realize that during these months of polemic, 
the Daisenberger group has succeeded in portraying the Rosner group as 
"lapsed Catholics" (or lapsed Christians), who are not "frum," and don't 
go to Church. As became clear during our meeting on Thursday, 3 p.m., 
with Bishop Schwarzenbock, the "unfrumkeit" of many of the Rosner group 
could become an important factor 1n the Church's position ln the months 
ahead. We will have to deal with the problem of a coalition of ''lapsed 
Chr1stians11 and 11auslander Juden" trying to change the traditional 
Passion Play. 

SOME POSITIVE RESULTS· 

Nevertheless, however the final decision turns out, these significant 
developments did take place: 

1) Several of the Rosner group at our meeting, said that although 
they obviously favor the Rosner version, they kno\'11 practically nothing 
about Jews, Judaism, and the History of Anti-Semitism. They said that 
the overwhelming maJority of the townspeople are in the ldentical state 
of ignorance and illiteracy about Jews They literally pleaded with 
Bill and me to help them meet this need - to send them written materials 
in German and possibly to bring a Jewish lecturer to Oberammergau for 
ser1es of talks on these subJects. Bil l and I responded that AJC will 
certainly try to be as helpful as possible, and they would hear from us 
following our return. It was said, inter alla, that even though that 
might not influence the 1980 decision, it could be very important for 
the future; it would certainly be unprecedented for Oberammergau, and 
we agreed. ~ · 
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2) In response to a statement I made that the time has come "to 
move from polemics to dialogue" - deep and serious communication about 
the fundamental historic and theological issues that Oberammergau repre­
sents - Hannes Berger proposed thgt Bill and I meet with the leaders of 
the Bavanan C_atholic Academy to explore the poss1b1l1ty of their spon­
soring a seminar on these themes. 

We responded affirmatively, and Berger immediately arranged an appoint­
ment for us the next morning with the President of the Academy, Prof. 
Henr1Gh, and four faculty members (one of whom was a Lutheran scholar.) 
It turns out that the Bavarian Academy is the most prestigious academic 
institution of the Catholic Church in 6avaria, its theological "Brookings 
Institute." 

After an excellent, high-level discussion that lasted through lunch, 
President Henrich acted at once to sponsor the Institute. Its theme 
would be "The Passion of Jesus - Yesterday and Today." Papers would be 
presenteg by maJor Catholic and Jewish scholars on Biblical, Historical, 
and Theological aspects of the Passion Plavs. as well as on "Their Cur­
rent Implications for Anti-Semitism Today and for Jewish•Christian Rela­
tions." 

November 11-12. 1978 were proposed as dates. The conference would be 
held at the Ettal Monastery school. four kilometres from Oberammeroau. 
Some 200=300 key people from Oberanvnergau would be 1nv1ted to attend, 
from both Daisenberger and Rosner factions The Bavarian Academy will 
pay all expens~s for travel, honoraria, room and board. They woul~ -want 
three or four scholars from the United States to discuss "The Meaning of 
Oberammergau in the United States 11 They w111 welcome our co-sponsorsh1 p 
rut will also want possibly a 11 relig1ous 11 partner. (In the past, they 
sponsored similar institutes with Hebrew University, with Prof. Shmar­
yahu Talmon, Zv1 Werblowsky, Sholomo ben-Chor1n as part1c1pants. They 
may need some financial aid from AJC to help cover the American involve­
ment.) 

Needless to say, Bill and I regarded this development as a major break­
through, and we would like to discuss this with you as soon 'as possible. 

3) On Thursday afternoon, July 20, 3 p.m., we met with Bishop 
Schwarzenbock, chairman of the Ecumenical Commission of the Bavarian 
Catholic Bishops. He expressed the personql regrets of Cardinal Ratz1nger 
who was away from the c1ty on other conmitrnents. At th1s meeting, held 
at the Cardinal's Chancery in Munich, there were also two other priests 
and two laymen present. The Bishop, who was corg1al and empathetic, 
asked us to present our concerns about Oberammergau, which we did. He 
indicated that the Cardinal and he were in regular communication with 
the Oberammergau leadership, meaning mainly Mayor Z.wrnk and the local 
pastor, and that they strongly indicated that they expect the revised 
text to be conformed to the posit1ons articulated on Jews and Judaism 

.. 
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;n the Vatican Council II Declaration, Nostra Aetate. The Bishop 
reported that the Oberamergau leadership promised to make available 
to the Card1nal a proposed revised text, probably by December. 

I presented to the Bishop a copy of the American Catholic Bishops' 
statement on Passion Plays, which sets norms for the future production 
of Passion Plays with a view toward modifying their ant1-Je.,.11sh impact. 
Since the Bavarian Catholic Bishops Conference was meeting in September 
1978, I asked whether they might consider adopting a similar statement. 
The Bishop said he would read it and would certainly consider it, al­
though there was not much time left to prepare the groungwork for such 
a statement by September. 

It is clear that Cardinal Ratzinger,and hisJBishop, want to avoid any 
public confrontation with Oberanmergau over this issue, since there is 
already much polarization, pitting Catholics against Catholics. They 
clearly seem to want to play a reconciling role betweeen the factions, 
and will probably press for maximum revisions of the Daisenberger text. 
It is quite possibe that the Cardinal will also make some pos1t1ve state­
ment about Catholic-Jewish relations as a means of limiting whatever 
negative effects a Da1senberger production might lead to. 

We informed the Bishop of our planned symposium with the ·Bavarian Cath­
olic Academy. He seemed both surprised and interested. Bill and I had 
the impress1on that he welcomed that development, since it cou1d help 
get the Cardinal somewhat off the hook of dealing publicly with a 
Da1senberger text. We are considering 1nv1ting the Cardinal, in fact, 
to make a statement at the November 11 and 12th meeti ng in Ettal at the 
Bavarian Catholic Academy symposium. 

4) Hannes Berger lndicated that his paper was planning a stepped­
up publ1c1ty campaign against the Da1senberger text during the months of 
August and September. Bavarian Radio is also planning an hour-long 
documentary on Oberarranergau \<nth interviews taken rn that village and 
from Catholic and Jewish scholars. 

Attached is a copy of the letter that I have sent to Prof. Henrich in­
dicating that AJC is prepared to cooperate actively with his academy 
in the sponsorship of the Ettal Symposium 1n November. 

MHT:RPR 

. 
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• 2i2/751·4000 • Cabl2 Wish~om, NY 

November 29, 1978 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Ratz1nger 
The Archb1 shop of Munich and Fre1s1ng 
Kard1nal-Faulhaber-Strasse 7 
8 Mun1ch 
Federal Republic of West Germany 

Your Eminence, 

I have JUSt returned to the United States after having had the 
privilege of taking part in the Sympos ium devoted to the theme, "The 
Passion of Jesus - Then and Now, 11 held on November 19th at the Bavar­
ian Catholic Academy under the brilliant leadership of Dr. Franz Hen­
rich. 

While I have had the good fortune of participating during the 
past quarter-century in literally hundreds of conferences and symposia, 
I can recall few that could compare with that which Dr. Henrich con~ 
ceived and directed last Sunday. 

Given the sensitivity of. the subJect and its deep sp1r1tual 
and human significance to both Christians and Jews, I cannot possibly 
imagine its being handled with greater obJectivity, high quality of 

~ - ' scholarship, and mutual respect than the manner that characterized 
every aspect of tne Bavarian Catholic Academy 's sponsorship. 

In view of t ne fact that you are the Episcopal Moderator of 
the Acad~my, I nold this to be a genuine tri bute to the high intellec­
tual standards and moral 1nsp1ration which you assuredly provide the 
Academy, and I congratulate you most heartily for that achievement. 

a BERTRAI/ H GOLD Exc,utove /1c1 Prrnornt 
RICHAAD MAASS President • 
MA\MRO I WISf'I ER C• zormao Board of Gcvernol' 91 llO"TON ~ BlA'•STEHl Ch3111"3" Ill c· al E>· cv1ve CoJncll IS H'l\"A0 r I fR'fCl'A" Ct•ir-·n Board of T ' •es a 
(1ERA~O WEl~STOCK "' rci.urer s lEONAAO C YASCf'l <;•crcta'Y a POCERT l llOR~'t\111 J\ ocoa•• T" Lt•r II: rPCOOORE EllCt OFF :h~orn.i C>rcut ve Comm1•'<• • 
Han•r~ry Preso~:n s MORP'S B AB~A·~ lOU'S CAPL~ • r'. I' G f' 3E. /\n7H~; , CO.OO<RG Pll LIP E l!\lfr ~\ H M(R , \., Hfr, ::; H~nurM1 V1C< Pre>1i0 r , N. T,1~,1 ~?rlEM~'I 
RUTH R GllOOARD ,r,NDl,EW GOOQ',1AN EMERY E XL'NE•AA ' 1.>.~ ( S lo"8Suf1LL \\lll'Ad P~S<"l1•A' 1 Q MAX ~· c1 :;HC~ 'onooary Chaormar ~~loonal Exccut1Ye •o•n ii 
8 MAUR ICE GLINERT HonGtalY Tr• .surrr m OriN SLA'N~ON E••cutiv• V•<e Pre<odtrt Emeritus • Vile Pre ~•nl5 S'tNFOR'l M P~E1 STEIM P:• ~ Coty S 0 10Rl.IAN C e~NO C'•vt•ard 
ECIHH S rOLIVER San francrsco OAVIO HIR~CHHORN Bilhmore RAYl.tnr:o F ~i\A\1<; lu1~a A FAEil H M05ES Wa n1ng1on () C ELAINE PEl~CHEK West~hes•ei MERVIN H Rl~EMAN 
New Yotk RICHARO E S'iERV/000 Los Angeles SHE~MAN H ~TARR 6cs1on ELISE !l WAT:P\IAN Ntw Yor~ a 
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As you undoubtedly know from the newspaper reports and possibly 
other accounts, the maJo·rity concensus of the Symposium was overwhelm­
ingly opposed to the Daisenberger text of the Oberammergau Passion Play 
and its fundamentally anti-Jewish content and called for a Passion Play 
that was far truer to the authentic spirituality of the Passion of ~esus 
as formulated in the Council of Trent and the Second Vatican Council. 

I sincerely trust that under your spiritual guidance that such an 
ennobling result will finally be possible ln 198Q. 

Aga1n, with deepest personal appreciation and warmest good wishes 
for God's r1chest blessings over you, I am, 

MHT.RPR 

fnc-ln~1~·"e @~/lqP~ 
be: Bert Gold 

Selma Hirsh 
Zach Shuster 
Miles Jaffe 
Mort Yannon 
Richard Weiss 
Franz Henrich 
Gene F1 s·her 
Alois Fink 
Bill Trosten 
Dr. Schwaighofer 

Rabbi ~~re H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interrel191ous Affairs 
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:~~-~:;~i~~~~~-~:.: ~ MPOSIUM_ IN eAVA~jA ON PASSIO~ PLAY~-
' .··:;,:;s:..J?.;:t~;.~i'.:··): .. :~~ CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Oct. 30 (JTA) -- The ""-. - - ~;"~~·', .\. 1.tf. ~!:: -.·-~:~1 ,~ -: ,' . 
,. • • ':-,,.~~·~.;:-'\ ,p, .. .,..t"~h.,M ,;. American Jewish Committee announced that a leod-
, ';.i~'l,.~;~,-\l(;~ ~_.:;.!-t':~~;~ ing Catholic: qcodemic institution in-Bavaria, West 
\l..,~..,~..., - " .... ,., ·~-, ;·~;:-- Germany, would sponsor a symposium of Catholic 
~~e;,!j,~·1~ r:.t. • ~:"" ~:..':,: ·!~ and Jewish scholars in Munich next month on the 
-~-i-Wz1';,. l•" ,ti ~, ,., ' ' • h" f th Obe P • Pl ... w. • ~ .~ .:;~2 i~ , .. ,~. re~ahons 1p o e rammergau ass1on ay to 
~ • ... ~~ • 'rT'-: ""':; the development of anti-Semitism in Germany and 
~f,~ · ' ~. ~~._. ~--.t·~F in Christian culture. The symposium, wh1· ch w0

1 I I be ~~~~-.;, ' :!" ~~~~"1 ~:-~* 
~~~~~ :~~ ;V· .. ~· :'""'j held Nov. 10, will be sponsored by the Catholic 
~,.:~~ ··,~- -~'1,~~~~~ Academy of Bavaria in cooperatiQn with the 
~,;t:.O.,~,.t;;-' "'.!,,.' "•• '' ~-,. ~'- AJCommittee1s lnterreligious Affairs Deportment. 
7•?J~'S~)~~r:"". ' ' ' , , ; ~ I I th "' ~.~.;. ..... • ·~ ,,,., ,_ , .t z.1 • Announcement of e symposium was mode by 
~p-• ~~~~1Jl.i ~?. 
'.·~ ~~~~~,-,1r}f ~_.~,:~ Miles Jaffe, chairman of the AJCommittee's Inter.,. 
,J.,~ ... , ... di.,..,... •• '"· I Affa C h l ~.;-... ~ --::~ " -~-:. ··J-· '~ re igious irs ommission, at t e onnua meeting 
-3-~f'·;;,:~::} •1 ~:d!f.f.,· ' · 11 of the Committee's National Executive Council. Lost '/J"• i't 0 A ·'~' 'i.. "l;.1t~~:•?)., O I 

1 """·~<-;;,., ,...,.,, _,.~,~'fflr·:.1 v-? ,, - - · ; July, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJCommittee 
-.... ~~t~~~;;.?~~1:!;7$:.¥~ ...... ~ national director of interreligious affairs, and Wi 1-
..,"~~~,~, ,.. · "'It-.= .. ~ .. i ~~')-ft\ I A c I d f d I 
-.:.~~'L.:..!- ·::-···h~~- ,.,~ ,. ../.. iom S. Trosten, J ommittee s irector o eve op~ 
~~:::- ;~~-i:-> :~/!· ~;-~.:~ii ment, met with Dr. Franz Henrich, president of the 
.. ,r--..1..:.-11 ~,.:ij ... +-v-• 'Y'~ "' C th 1· A d fBa • h Obe . r--.. ._,. • '. ;: · ·, ,~.;. a o 1c co emy o var1a, on t e rammer~ 
- ~~~!::::£.- -.· ..,, ~ ."f.: !.. ,.if., gau Passion- Play issue. At that time, the AJCom-
···~ ~~!'f {.,' -. ~i~J.}-_zt~,;~~:f 

'".s.."'" •'l;yr ·if.ii.'.' 11 '<'-' mittee leaders suggested that a dialogue among 
. :,B!-~$ ..,"" r't:~1f::{i\~~~'J~ ·~ Catholic and J~wish scholars on the historical and 
I~~? )..."'• !,J~~l>[\.~..L ~ j; f '•, I 
·:~ ·~.;, ..... ;,. , ;: VJ. 'r:. ... '?":...~ ~-;. , - ·r,,, theo ogical issues represented in the Passion Ploy 
':'"""'~~-"', ... e.. .. ... ~ )ii ..... 'tlrf~"f'...,.,..~ .... , - ,, .. I Id h I f I d h A d b I 

, "-:;.r~J~ ~ •• ,r~',"! ~},;~;,_ _, ( •!:.' • cou prove ~ p u 1 an t e co emy su sequent y 
<;--'..il:. ·,· ' decided to sponsor a symposium on the subject. 
":tf~,- -~ -~~f/_? ,..! Tanenbaum will present one of the major 

• . , .•. &!=- -~;.::1. '1~ papers at the symposium. He has also been invited 
-' ~-::' • J. • ~· _,e to speak in the village of Oberommergau following 
-"-'~St. ' , ':. '5._ •' ·, , .., ,1 ~ the symposium on the religious and historical factors 

~~~>z,~ ~- ~,, · ·.i~~~ ~~~t ;~::h:r~~i~tur:t;ri:;~~-;h;i~i~~e~0~~~;h: 
- \.._-; ..... ~;; ~ .. .),.. '~ • l rJl,.l -
-;~~~r~;;,~,i~~0&;i1" ~~,,~-..: ,'..;.•; a Jewish spokesman been invited to address a public 
,;-, r~:...~ i'i.. ~ ,:r, , ; \ gathering in Oberammergau on anti-Semitism and , 
"-,. .. .. ··~:r",--.;.,. ~I"~ ~ 4 \...... 4' ""I h Ch I 
~ -.;.~ • ._,1~ ;i t , . ,i--; ·, ";;,,/ - 1 : Jewis - ristian re otions. 
' -, af.,...J;;'~4 , -!.;~ · -:••!--<c.~.! ' ~Y'··~ Outl"1n1°ng the s·1gn°1ficonce of the sympos·1um

1 _,-j)~~fi'i;c.i.::. ".>:l~,·q~~ ,t<;..; '~,~ I 

-..:1::5;~ · '-=-~\.l "'-~ ~ ~ ~ ~,. . Jaffe pointed out that this will be the first time in 
•• "'t<4:~Y.{ -- r~ ... ~~~~·<l: -_ · ~ '.~ the histo~ of the Oberommergau Passion Play, which 

'.(!. ~-1!.. ,~..:" • - ' I ha th l f , f'~~· ~-.t'"t11T' ~.~~~1~,..-~ · ' -·/ : dates bac to 634, t ta German Ca o ic group o 
£....t""7~ ~;J~·'~~'-~r:·!"~ " .. "~ , 4 ..... ,~ k h 
.. ~ , ~· ,, , • < l' . , such prestige has to en t e initiative in cooperation 
• r, (! ~-~"j·\- ' ' '-''~~~,, ' ,~ ~ sh h • ,,~"t~"_..;,".~·;;.g, ~~1'\w'JH ... ~ :_.;t ·~ ~ with a Jewi body to examine t e root causes of 
\ 'f*A..li,•' ' ~,<).'1("1.'(· -, ~ · -:'~r ·" anti-Semitism engendere_d by certain accounts of •\ { . . ,' ' ·~ - . ' h 

-~~~ '"-·:....... · ' . analysis of the script then used in the ploy's perform-
ance and concluded that it was a highly anti-
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SERVICE -8- Tues~ay, nctoher 31, 1978 
-10-31-78 

INTERRELIGIOUS SYMPOSIUM WILL STUDY OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY (340) 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass (NC) - The Catholic Academy of Bavaria, m cooperation with the American Jewish 

Committee's I nterrehg1ous Affairs Department, will sponsor a symposium of Catholtc and Jewish scholars In 

Munich, West Germany The Nov 19 symposium will study the re1atton~h1p of the Oberammergau Passion Play to 

the development of ant1-Sem1bsm m Germany and m Christian culture 

The announcement of the symposium was made by Miles Jafe, chamnan of the lnterrellg1ous Affairs 

Comm1ss1on, at the annual national meeting of its executive council in Cambridge, Mass Oct 26-29 

The American Jewish Committee has long been concerned with the effect of the Oberammergau Passion 

Play, and derivative Passion Plays given in other parts of the world. on Jewish-Christian relations, Jaffe said Last 

July, Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum, AJC's national director of mterrelg1ous affairs, and W1lltam S Trosten, AJC 

director of development, met with Franz Henrich, president of the Catholic Academy of Bavana, on the 

Oberammergau Passion Play issue 

Rabbi Tanenbaum will present one of the maJOr papers at the symposium He has also been invited to speak 

In the village of Oberammergau following the symposium .on the relrg19us and historical factors that have 

contributed to ant1-Sem1t1sm in Germany and elsewhere It 1s believed to be the first time a Jewish spokesman 

has been mv1ted to address a public gathering at Oberammergau on ant1-Sem1tasm and Jew1sh-Chnshan 

relations 

Jaffe said, "This will be the first time in the history of the Oberammergua Passion Play, which dates back to 

1634, that a German Catholic group of such prestige has taken the m1t1atJve m cooperation with a Jewish body to 

examine the root causes of antt-Sem1ttsm engendered by certain accounts of Jesus' death, mcludmg Passion 

Plays More than 20 years ago, the AJC made an exhaustive lme-by-ltne analysis of the script then used 1n the 

play's performance It concluded that 1t was a highly ant1-Sem1t1c document 'that could not help but contribute to 

the misunderstanding of Jews and Judaism '" 

~ · Over the centuries at least five different vers1ous of the play have been produced .. 

~t'l~nrari~l~}tlJ~-~t~~~_,..,~.:;.~~t:.:\%;:}' ~"'!;',_ .. - ... -·1~-~' • ~-·~r.;r-~ ~--- ..... -0 :::."~-......... ~ ~ ~a\.-rrr:6f.r-
-, _ ...... lr. :\;fci}"l:tl1:..t'~"~~t.f""1 ..... ~"~ .,.;,. .,."{' ... 'j-::tr-;"~6--,,- - ... .. :; :: \ ""l - ~- "-~\!-, ' 
.. ... 1 .. / ... ..,., ... 'oi1::1 ::P- ........ ~ ';.- .. , .; .: J 'II ., 'I ... , ~ ... 1 .. ) # : 

........ J \"".."'. ' •C.~"\tl~.J~~.. r " "',.1"-F .... r , .. ..,, - '....... _.., ... • - ...,... ~~._ ......... ~ .. 
""' jt~-M#.J""'t f~ c.,. .. -: .( ",-~ t")'f.~~ - • t : t-!: \oc. .. ~~ft--\.{

1

.. I .. _ - ,,. - ,. \ ~ -. ..,;"?"""\ _ -...': i,' ':'._,." 411. r: 
'~.. ~"'- :U. ~ , \"Ii.. 1.fJ.1~;/;""" - _ ... ~Sf. ,,,... ~}-- ,.. ... "t ..... , ,,. - " - ·' 

~ y~ ~~:_-'s.,.....,,~ ... .( -.•Jl~-:.~f~~l\o .. "'"'4,-~"'r .. 1/ ... 7-.. - \ J .. ~ ...... ,~~./:' '_ .. ·~~"- :. ... •-..:- ~~A ... ·h~"- \~ .. 
4 

'"1,!.t._ .. ,'z.. ""'...~~~ '\"t..' ..; 
'~1·§' ~~~1~ ' ~-'.?-~-,:~~ .. _J~:>:v~~~~~i •',• ~ ..... l;J.., ;,?~.~~)~'~ .. ~i\!t' ~ ~:..-,~~:tr-~-:l_~ .. :-:.t;.:~-ct ~s~·~::c. 't'l--::_s:_r\~;;~~-;{;~~~·~-.;:,~f~;~.,.,.__·f~-.:r 
,-'1-Tl· ~ "'°'lo.J,!rl~4,<L}-.,1f}ar,...'\~f1,...,..,v; ;~ .__. J" ~·ilo'l~Y~::iil 4_ ,- t "':>.,""«•. ,. -;i t"'"_r, .. ""' "" p' \ . 1 .. ./,.f~~~~-~'i'"f~~ .,_...,y~~"?J~t~tf._! 
.. _ ii ) "'", fl(::c - ;-} '"...$ ... ,,\. J... \it~~~'(' 't,. l " yt; .,, ,.... -.. , 1 , ~ C" ,-, ....,..., _J;: · ~-i."'"'"'i\1 1 ~~· r 
"':.,<1> ~ f~~1.-\. t. tj,~J--',....'f.' \' tt;~ tj"i~.1"1Y-N-..11. ........ t ,.,, ~· .. .l" .... i"_..-. '"'.!!.f\~t~\~-~{t\' 'Ji~ 

~\• .r~ •• ~-~'.1~~~~·0 ~' ~~~§~r~:;-,.; .. . :f'. ~·.·,~ - ~~~:f{l!f~·{· rt.;-· : ~_, -~· ·: .:-",· ":,;'~f*~:?iifJWi,' -~ '"~~-
- ~,.,~ 1·-~ {! _11,,c,, ... _:.i,'. "';l;'. .. 1•·tl,!\\:i!!>:_l'J - -:•_ .. ,.. ::-•, • , •• _,,,_f;j,'..._,"1-:n-,-rOVER PLEASE - , --- 't,i.t;...,._~ ..... ,~ ~ -·. i:.;t. 

"'· ~"~:<:.-""~~'(!,. ~v- 1~;ir-.-:t 11r,.. ... A.:t .,.. •.., ...... 1 "¥. ... :<.;,.~-~ ~ ~ .... . • • . ... .. ~ ..... .., ,l~"'~ 1\. "'f:J .,.#~ 
,.~.is ~ ~A~{f ~I~~~ ~~~µ~~t~ ·~~ .~ ;· ;,f.y-.;,, ·! !' :\6::rrjffe:e;~pl'~)'i ~e:..i:f!11: . ..:.: ·" !:~~~$'~t~1:t--.. ~~~~-iE .. ti~ 
:i~ - ·~ - ':.t "§&';' 4~~ ,::'.,{:4..~:;$!:'-· . ~~4 : .,,~ - .- - • -!.= ".:-:.".: -:·':;':i:~;..k_ ,{} :);; ,+.~~·~~~~ 
~~~~ ~r.li"'(J;~ ! ·"~ ti~~~r;~~~~·~;i, - -- ,~~~-{1-'l}~:¥'f~·;iu.f,,/~~ ,~~~ ::171.~t:~!#t;;.~f~~i~~~r~t~'f.~~~~z~~~~ 
.,: .. r?4 ~!J: .. ~~ .... :.; ....... ll r .. .:.,,.."", ~t~ .. ~ 0"J~w-~, "'~~~j~ .. ;~ .. i; 'J ,,.~~ .... 1 ~ -T ... ~:t .. , ..... ~ ,, .., s~:.-: .. ::-;..!~-:~ 4"..:1j"![_~;.-:~ -;'~~..,~~ .l ,1: ?-rl.4i ;; ~ ... -\ti ... ·:1:P::1~'; ~ ~i;:;~' 
·~;~~~~.i{~~.~i~r-: m~ey_i:,._!t,~ .. ~--".:t!f,;~<:}"."i ~~f;:~·-'~! :1?: \.~£~":'. t~ ]f ~:~~;-w~~~:~1-£~~3.~;~~:::~_,,; .._--: !~;.'t .::"~~'l~~~~·~~~~~~:;~ 
1_,AJ..~•-:;f. ~ 1.,-.~7' ...":,,.,, ;::.r; ... rf:."'l!"!'l~; .J~,.~~,.\7'1rl-, l ~~,(,~-:.._ 1.. ;. t.,.•. l".a..1!1 ,. ,......._~.,.,..~~ '"" 1~......,.t.l:._ .. ~" ~ ~,_-;.~~I ..,.... ....... '..:"'lii'9 ,;f~)l/ 

""',. l ~~ , -.( -,.,XIV - .,- ...-rr 1. ~· '7l .. ; "t \ It.. - ---A "'.."V~"' t."I .A-;r'-7f'' .s-" f - ~- - ; 
.,.~.:' ... ~~ ... ,.,.....~IC.t)_.4'~ ... ,_~ !\~1 ,r" ,- , .. '..t., ,,. ' ... I ,, .. 4 .. L..IC"-..._~~ .. '!J-':\-" v ,,_ "i1""..:' ...... ' ,.\_-tl_'' ,..,- .. , .. .. 

• \ .. .. ' } J'f'"-'?t:''..c ... J"' ~- , ... , ...... t' , ... \ 'l .t\'\ .. _ ! ,.. .... -- ....... w ~£..~~~ - r ...... _,.,.,....._.,,J '~' ~ ... -_!: .. g~ ~/ ..j~-:~,,~,-~~ ... ..: .. ":.. -
,,. ........ "ffl,,,]l" ... \,.>4-r)~~;t=.....,. • ... ~-- _(~ .. ~.(~- ""--; .. ,..._.. I~.~, •-~ :1...,:/ .. \ .... -...t.Z'-T;;;,.~:.~'>.,.-~-., ~~- :r-~'r;- 1: . ..,}>qt-..J,.:~ ... t..,,;....~! .. ... ~ ........ , 

,' ... ;j'f""fJ..( • q~~f'-..T'"~~1,,- . "'I"""'~ tft.<., .. ~ ... \:.-Vltf' .,.!. .. ,.1 -'~ .. ··~/ ~...,,.. 11 .. ,..J """~c..,~-~ "';..- ......... :, .... ..,..,~ !,,. _..;::....._: ... '::::.~;. ~40~.z~y ,.5-rli:., 
~ t"< !~j(''=lr.-'..._:pr§°;."'l!_ :~,.. -.. !. .. ,- j.. .... ~'t:'..:!l'•J ~;!..,. V""i - .:f!}.._~ .. "~ .... -"'i..{:1 .. f;.,~ ,s15~-~- .. -;T"-~--r.,.._,; ..,_ --"'C":l ..... -":'!..~b~-p/ft'~~~~~~;,~,"f/-~(J:Q. 

..... l
4
.. ~.!.-\~ t.t! ~r~ ~l"l<, .... - ... ,.. '"..,. 1 • ,"" ... .!r f. ,~/" i~-;; l t\ r 1';~ ·~ ,...t...t;' .. ' '° G'{_ ':'\.,'' .,.-'f -~~_,.::-_;~ ~ r ... _!-:-'.....,' .. ~- ;:- .., ~ .. ~*"'".;:" ... ~:,.±1;;" ""'~" 7 y-

- "' \ .. I I " - 1 - ... - "' C 



,..,. 
'-., ~"" ' " -' l~/ 

HATIONAl COMMISSION 

omc1111 
Ma1:Dn1tl (hauma.n 
BURTON II JOSEPH 

JtOD)IOty Cb~·•mn 

SEYllOUR GUUURI> 
DOIE SCH~IY 
HEHIY E SCHUlTZ 

Cho"'"°" NohottDf 
E•tcut1•t C!Olflm1nn 
llAlWELl E UEE"BEIG 

Hon~taty Yiu Oio1rme" 
lEONUD l AB~SS 
lllXll'Ell DUE 
ml l GOl DFUI 
lAWR!HCE A HARVEY 
IACOI l JAVITS 
Pk'UP II ILUTlHl(l 
UlrHJ UZUUS 
SllAUEl H lllllEt 
BE~~UD NATH 
~OIElT I NATHAN 
ASlAHlM l llllCOFF 
•mlHEW a ROSEH~AUS 
BEH)lllfH S ~OSENTHAl 
Wfl lfAMSlCllS 
MHllN H SCHL£Sf~GER 
SllAUEl 0 SH1PUO 
Rl(HAIO STONE 
m~EY l YATES 

Vice Ouurm:en 
£0~U M lllCNFIUH 
GFACE DAY 
8FU([ r rO(H'AlN 
lllX M U !.IPHllAH 
PHILIP UU,, 
l.lllTOM IAOllEN 

Vict-Cho11nofl 1.cho.nol 
hecuhve Co:-irHltH 

mu ~JIROF 
Hororary T rea,uren 
i!E~l.UllH GH ENHl G 
J,(~UD M LEDtlER Jl 

Tu0111rtr 
' H£oone H mnn 
J. uU::t• t TrHuU1f 
1au11 H Nan u Y 
Semtory 
HllNETH J llAlKIN 

l nutool S..c1ttory 
C~.RLES GOLDilNG 

t.,. 1o)nal Du·edot 
it~J.~IN 11t EPSTEIN 

P!t\1dent I na• I u th 
OAVID !~ 8lUllHRG 

hfU. full! Ytc1 P'rruC:tut 
l r a18nrh 
D~HlEl THUISZ 

Pru1dul 8 na1 S u lh Wotntn 
UTGET U5H 

• 
.AsK1r1are Natior.of Dnedor 
trd 6H fOI Counnl 
A<NOlD IOISTEI 

• 
> ulaof N;llorG1 Duedot 
~HHAN PEa\ \\UITEl 

• 
STAFF DIUCJOH 

l~m1nutrat1on 

HHOl' lDlER 

(o~Mur1rcGl10n1. 

C1V ID SUtECl 

(oiuru1ut1 Sur1u 
1oeEU c kC~lEl 

It ~' •~•P 
paAHlll H fOn4M 

''' i1om 
IHEO~ORE flEEDlllH 

f.9-IJJ" ()stk 'JJc% 
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH 
315 LEXINGTON AVENUE. NEW YORK.NY 10016. TEL 689-7400 

Rev. John F. Steinbruck 
Pastor, Luther Place Memorial Church 
1226 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Rev. Steinbruck: 

June 14, 1978 

In response to your letter of May 30 regardipg Oberammergau, as 
Sol Bernarqs ind~cated we met with the leade~ship of the Obera.mmergau 
community to discuss with them the problems related to the Passion 
Play. You probably are aware that there is a current controversy in 
Obercµnmergau over two different Passion Play texts. We had indicated 
to tpe Mayor and to others in that community that we were not advocating 
one play or text over another but rathet our concern regarding the 
impact of all Passion Plays. 

I'm taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the release that we 
prepared which fa~rly well and yet briefly h~ghlights the results of 
our visit to Oberammergau . Should you need ~dditional information~ I 
would be ~ore than happy to provide you with a much ~qre detailed 
meuiorandum th~t I preplilXed for internal use. Regarding the proposed 
Lutheran-Catholic action-appeal that you describe 1n your letter> i see 
noth~ng wrong with your doing so. I would suggest however that it is 
JJnportant for Lutheran and Catholic organizations and church hierarchy 
to communicate to the leadership of Oberammergau the need :for meaningful 
changes in the script. I would make one f~nal ~ggestion and that is 
not to get trapped into the controversy of the right script or the wron~ 
script. Neither one is pristine pure and Jews would have to obJect to 
either of the scripts. 

I do appreciate your interest in this matter and would welcome the 
opportunity of disc~ssing this problem with you in greater detail. 

Best 'Wishes • 

TF mef 
enc 
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GEME INDLICHE FR~MDENVERKEH RSEIN RICHTUNGEN 

Gcmotndl Fremdenvttkthraelnndttung1n 8103 Oberammergau 

The American Jewish Co.mmittee 
165 East 56 Street 

New York, N.Y. 10022 

lhr ZelcheD thre Nac:tmc:ht vorn u..serZ••<fl•n II-Os/Gu. Tag 12. April 1978 

Sehr geehrte Herren! 

\'fir haben uns erlaubt, Ihren Brie:f vom 31. Marz 1978, der ala Ant­
wort auf den offenen Brief der BUrgerinitiative Passionsspiele 1980 
zu verstehen ist, zustandigkeitshalber an die Btirgerinitiative wei­
terzulei te:c.. 

Der offene Brief der BUrgerinitiative Passionsspiel e 1980 war keine 
Sache der Gemeinde oder des Gemeillderates. Er war auch keine o:!fi­
zielle Stellungnahme der Gemeinde Oberammergau. 

Ungeachtet dessen haben wir Ihre Zeilen vom .. 31. Marz 1978 aber mit 
Aufmerksamkeit zur Kenntnis genommen. Ihre AuSerung wind jedenfalls 
auch Gegenstand der :Beratungen U.ber die Frage sein, '1elche Fassmig 
des Passionsspieles (Daisenberger oder Rosner) 1980 aufgefiihrt wird. 

Ge-mo11"1dl Frenfdenv•rkohrse1nnchlungan 
sc.r.n1r110,9:in• s 
t100 Oh•rammergau 

Femsprechor Po1tsc:hockkon10 
(081122) PSdlA Munet.en 
~ 4411 (BlZ 1001001Ql 36254·'°8 

Hochachtungsvoll 
Die Werkleitung 

Buiklcon•on Sp3rkasse Oberammtrgau (Bl?. 70350000) 200~ ~ 
Rajlfelsenbn.n.c O::ieramm•rs:<11.. (BU 703&1501) 2~11S1 
H1po Bank Oberommorgau (BL.Z JIJ321Sot) 100~S 
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Inst i tute of Human Relations• 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable W 1shcom, NY 

31. MMrz 1978 

An den Gemeinderat von Oberammergau 
BUrgerinitiative Passionsspiele 1980 
8103 Oberammergaq 
BRD 

Sehr geehrte Herren, 

lhren offenen Brief Uber das Oberarnmergauer Passionsspiel 
haben wir erhalten. Ihre MeinungsM.usserung war uns will- _ 
kommen, denn wir sind Uberzeugt, dass die schwerwiegenden 
Probleme, die das Passionsspiel stellt, sich nur durch 
ehrliche Auseinandersetzung _zwi$chen allen, die die Sache 
angeht, einer iBsung nHher bringen lassen. 

Ich muss Ihnen zunMchst in aller Offenheit sagen, dass 
mich Ihr Ton und manche der aus dem Brief zu ziehenden 
Folgerungen mit Unwillen erfllllt haben. Da aber Verzeihen 
zu den Haupttugenden des biblischen und rabbinischen 
Judentums gehBrt (in dem ja auch Jesus und die JUnger 
aufgewachsen sind und in dem die frUhchristliche Kirche 
ent~tand), will ich allen Verdruss beiseite lassen und mich 
sachlich zu den verschiedenen in Ihrem Briefe angeschnit­
tenen Fragen Hussern. 

Das American Jewish Committee hat keinerlei "Einmischung 
in die :inneren Angelegenheiten11 Oberammergaus gesucht. Bei 
unsern Besprechungen dort wie auch in unsern Mitteilungen 
an die Presse haben wir immer wieder betont, <lass wir 
das Pas$ionsspiel als eigene kllnstlerische Sch8pfung des 
Dorfes Oberammergau zu achten wissen. Als eine der ersten 
Organisationen, die sich in den Vereinigten Staaten fUr 
Menschenrecht undBUrgerfreiheit eingesetzt haben, haben 
wir von jeher jede Form von Zensur und jede Beschrlinkung 
der freien Meinungs~usserung beklimpft. 

RIC HARO MAASS Presrdenl a m BERTRAM I' GOLD Exetut"e Vice Pres1deni 
MAYNt.RO 1 WISHNER CMtr'llan Board ol Governors • MOH ION K BLAUSTEIN Cha1•mrln Na11onal Execullve Council a HQW,.R!l I FR1EOMMI Cna,,mJn 9oard o: Trust~es a 
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>-~ro-. ~ « 1 ,5 MQAPIS B .«n1"Vl l QLJI<; C'4PLM 10 'tiG M ' 1r,FL ARTHUR J GOLDtltFG PHILIP~ l'(\rfl!A'~ -' !ER l \>'i\'f[" D H~iu '\ r · ~rds1deo1" t ATHA1'1 ,opr F"l"'' 
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Wie aber jeder weiss, der sich in der Geschichte demokrati­
scher Freiheit auskennt, sind mit freier Meinungs~usserung 
nicht nur Rechte, sondern auch Pflichten verbunden. Die 
verschiedenen Konventionen der Vereinten Nationen gegen 
Rassen-und Religionsdiskrimination verurteilen alle Bf fent­
lichen Aeusserungen, durch die "Hass, Gewalttlitigkeit oder 
Intoleranz" gegen irgendwelche Rassen-, Religions- oder 
Volksgruppen auf der Welt angefacht werden kBnnte. BUrger 
von Llindern, die die Konventionmunterzeichnet haben, sind 
verpflichtet, dies Grundprinzip der Achtung fUr den Glauben 
und die Glaubenstradition anderer zu befolgen. 

Es ist bei allem Respekt fUr das Passionsspiel als SchBpfung 
Oberammergaus eine unausweichliche Tatsache - eine der 
"wahren Gegebenheiten", die Sie uns berechtigterweise zu 
berUcksichtigen bitten - dass das Spiel nicht nur eine 
"innere Angelegenheit"ist, die nur die Ortsbewohner angeht. 
Wie Sie in Ihrem offenen Brief, sichtlich mit Stolz und 
Befriedigung, festellen, haben es "Millionen Menschen .•• in 
den vergangenen 128 Jahren tief bewegt verlassen." Nach Ihren 
Pressemeldungen haben es allein im Jahre 1970 etwa 500,000 
Menschen aus 113 Llindern gesehen. 

Das Passionsspiel ist also, wie Sie selbst hierdurch zuge­
stehen, zu einem internationalen Ereignis geworden. Seine 
moraliscb~ religiBse and soziale Wirkung ist eine Frage 
von Bedeutung weit ilber die Do~fgrenzen hinaus. Oberammergau 
hat mit Erfolg ftlr sein Passionsspiel als internationale 
, kUnstlerische Leistung geworben, um ein immer grBsseres 
Publikum aus allen Weltteilen anzuziehen. Gerade Ihr Erfolg 
verbietet es unserer Ansicht nach, kritische Aeusserungen 
von Personen ausserhalb Ihres Dorfes als "Einmischung" abzu­
tun . 

Und nicht nur das. Wegen seiner internationalen Bedeutung 
wird das Oberammergauer Passionsspiel weithin als eine Art 
Symbol oder Barometer angesehen, an dem man nicht nur die 
Haltung der Oberammergauer BUrger gegenUber dem Antisemitismus, 
dem jUdischen Volk, dem lebendigen jUdischen Glauben und dem 
demokratischen Prinzip abzulesen glaubt, sondern die Haltung 
ganz Bayerns oder des heutigen Deutschlands Uberhaupt. 
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Sie meinen, wir hegten Zweifel an der Demokratie in Ihrem 
Lande. Wir hegen sie nicht. Aber es wlire unvernUnftig von 
uns wie von Ihnen, die Existenz de~artiger Zweifel in den 
westlichen LM.ndemausse+ Acht zu lassen. Wenn Oberammergau 
sich entschlossen weigert, die Punkte, die wir Ihnen vor­
gelegt haben, zu berUcksichtigen, so kann das die Zweifel 
nur verstlirken. 

Was Sie Uber eine Boykottdrohung von uns Uussern, verstehen 
wir nicht. Das American Jewish Committee hat nichts derart aus­
gesprochen. In seiner ganzen Geschichte hat es samt seinen 
Zweigstellen in Europa, Mittel- und SUdamerika und dem Nahen 
Osten weder Boykotte inszeniert noch sie unterstUtzt. Wir 
haben versucht, Sie darauf hinzuweisen, dass in Amerik.a und 
anderswo katholische und protestantische Gruppen sowohl wie 
jUdische eine AuffUhrung der Daisenberger-Dedlerschen Fassung 
als h8chst anstHssig empfinden wUrden: als einen Schlag gegen 
die heutigen Auffassungen Uber christlich-jUdische Bezieh­
ungen, die sich auf die grUndlichste _Bibel- und Geschichts­
forschung und auf allgemeingU.lti~ Grunds~tze des Menschen­
rechts stUtzen. Aber das ist keine Boykottdrohung. 

Was wir Ihnen mitgeteilt haben, findet Bestlitigung in ungUn­
stigen Aeusserungen Uber den Daisenbergerschen Text von den 
h8chsten Stellen der katholischen Hierarchie und von leiten­
den PersBnlichkeiten der protestantischen Kirchen in Amerika, 
Deutschland und andern L~ndern. Die Frage ist also nicht, ob 
wir einen eventuellen Boykott mitmachen WU.rden; die Frage 
ist, was die Welt zu einer AuffUhrung de~ Daisenbergerschen 
Fassung 1980 sagen wUrde. Wir glauben, sie wUrde vielen­
orts scharf verurteilt werden, zumal man eine AuffUhrung 
des Rosnerschen Textes erwartet hatte. -

Wie Sie festellen, sind wir der Ansicht, dass das Daisen­
bergersche Passionsspiel antisemitische Einstellungen f8r­
dert. Dass Sie aber behaupten, wir hlitten fUr unsere Kritik 
keine "Einzelheiten und BegrUndungen" angefUhrt, ist uns 
schwer verstlindlich. Mehrere Monate vor der AuffUhrung 
1970 haben wir den damals leitenden Stellen in Oberammergau 
eine ausfUhrliche Untersuchung Ubersandt, in der der verbes­
serte Text Zeile filr 7.eile mit dem fUr 1960 verglichen war . 
In diesem wissenschaftlich fundierten Dokument sind die 
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GrUnde fUr unsere Kritik in allen Einzelheiten belegt. Ja, 
im Jahre 1970 hat die Gemeinde Oberammergau selbst einen 
Band zur Verteidigung des Textes herausgegeben, der darauf hin­
auslief, die in unserer Untersuchung aufgeworfenen histori­
schen, theologischen und biblischen Fragen zu beant:worten. 

Sie fordern uns auf, "jildische Vorstellungen und Kritik­
punkte" Uber den Daisenbergerschen Text vorzulegen. Wir 
sind dazu gern bereit und legen diesem Brief mehrere Exem­
plare unserer Untersuchung bei (Ob~~~mw~rgau 1960 and 1970: 
A Study in Religious Anti-Semitism). Wir hoffen, Sie werden 
unsere Dokumentation genau durchsehen und besonders die 
Zusammenfassung auf Seite 18 beachten, wo es heisst: 

"Die verh1Utnismassig geringfUgigen Verlinderungen, 
durch die das Oberammergauer Passionsspiel /von 19607 
mit heutigem Denken in Einklang gebracht werden soll, 
Hpdern nichts an der grundlegertden Tatsache, class das 
Spiel eine tief einge.fleischte negative Einstellung 
gegenUber der jildischen Religion und dem jildischen 
Volk wiederspiegelt - - eine Einstellung, die durch 
gewisse christliche Traditionen konserviert worden 
ist. " 

Wir mBchten Sie auch auf Seite 17 verweisen, wo wir bemerk­
ten: "Alles in allem geht die Bearbeitung des Passions­
spiels fUr 1970 nicht annlihernd weit genug, um unbegrlln­
dete judenfeindliche Teile durchweg zu beseitigen." Wir 
fUhrten dort im einzelnen an: 

"Wie frilhere Fassungen, so zeichnet auch der Text :fUr 
1970 die Gegner Jesu al~ fast unterrnenschliche, teuf­
lische Kreaturen. 

"Die jUdische Religion zu Jesu 7eiten wird f!ilschlich 
als gnadenlos, verderbt und wertlos dargestellt. 

"Die Juden erscheinen sMmtlich als Feinde Jesu. Sie 
sollen die Schuld an seinem Tode wissentl:ich auf sich 
ihre Nachkommen herabgerufen haben, und seien des­
halb auf ewig von Gott verworfen. 

"Der Charakter des Pilatus und die historischen Tat­
sachen Uber ihn sind verflllscht, und die Rolle des 
Kreuzigers wird anstatt den RBmern den Juden zuge­
schoben. 
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"Der Text sagt nichts Uber die BedrUckung durch die 
RBmer, die fllr das Prama von Jesu Leben und Wirken 
den Hintergrund bildet. Ohne diesen Hintergrund sind 
aber die Handlungen der Gegner Jesu nicht versd:lndlich." 

Unsere Untersuchungen der verschiedenen Texte und die eben 
angegebenenKritikpunkte haben uns zu der Ueberseugung gefUhrt, 
dass in Daisenbergers Text die angebliche Kollektivschuld 
aller Juden an Jesu lod ein durchgehendes Leitmotiv bildet. 
Wir wUnschten, · dies feindselige Thema liesse sich daraus 
beseitigen, aber weder wir noch die christlichen Sachver-
s tMndigen, die die Frage untersucht haben, glauben dass 
dies mHglich ist, ohne den Daisen~ergerschen Text selbst 
zu zerstBren. 

Wir m8chten nochmals betonen, dass unsere Auffassung Uber 
die Thematik des Daisenbergerschen Texts nicht nur eine 
jUdische ist. Wir denken in diesem Zusammenhang zunlichst 
an Nost~a aet~te, die gn!ndlegende Erkllirung des ·zweiten 
Vatikanischen Konzils Uber das Verhliltnis der Kirche zu 
nichtchristlichen Religionen und Uber katholisch-jUdische 
Freundschaft. Ferner verweisen wir Sie auf Seite 20-22 
unserer Untersuchung, wo eine offi~ielle Proklamation des 
katholischen Klerus in den Vereinigten Staaten Uber Pas­
sionsspiele sowie Aeusserungen von katholischen und pro­
testantischen Gelehrten wHrtlich zitiert sind. Diese 
kritischen Beobachtungen decken sich mit unsern Ansichten. 
Dasselbe gilt fUr viele Aeusserungen in der allgemeinen 
und der religiBsen Publiziseik. Wir legen bier einige 
Artikel aus der amerikanischen Presse bei; sie beziehen 
sich auf die neusten Erklttrungen, die die National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops und das protestantische National Council 
of Churches am 17. Februar dieses Jahres abgegeben baben. 
Der Daisenbergersche Text wird dort allgemein missbilligt 
und abgelehnt, und diese Missbilligung lMsst sich offen­
sichtlicljnicht als eine blosse Spezialangelegenheit des 
jUdischen Volkes beiseiteschieben. 

Die Meinungsverschiedenheit zwischen uns und Ihnen ist in 
Ihrem Brief in einem einzigen Satz zusammengefasst. Sie 
schreiben: ''Wir verstehen .. • nicht, warum jUdische Orga­
nisationen gegen Passionsspiele sind, obwohl ihr Volk doch 
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dadurcb ausgezeichnet wird." Die Auszeichnungen, die wir 
im Laufe der Jahrhunderte <lurch die Vorstellung von einer 
kollektiven jUdischen Blutschuld am Tode Jesu und von 
einem damit verbundenen 11ewigen Fluch" gewonnen haben, 
waren Hass, Verfolgung, alutvergiessen und zuletzt VBlker­
mord. Dachau und Auschwitz sind die erschUtternden Zeugen 
dieser Entmenschlichung des jUdischen Volkes . 

Seit dem 7-weiten Vatikanischen Konzil hat die christliche 
Welt zum grBssten Teil diese Wahrheit anerkannt. Wir fragen: 
Wann werden auch Sie in Oberarmnergau sie endlich anerkennen? 

In Ihrer Probeaufftlhrung der Rosnerschen Fassung sahen wir 
einen ehrlichen Versuch, der christlichen Auffassung Uber 
SUnde und ErlBsung sowie den Lehren Jesu Uber Liebe und 
Glauben aufrUttelnden kUnstlerischen Ausdruck zu verleihen. 
Wir und die meisten Christen, die sicb ernsthaft mit der 
Geschichte der religiBsen Differenzen zwischen Juden und 
Christen beschliftigt haben, sind untereinander einig, dass 
die Vorstellung einer Kollektivschuld der juden mit diesen 
Lehren im Widerspruch steht. Und die Kollektivschuld ist 
das Leitmotiv in der Daisenbergerschen Fassung; in der 
Rosnerschen ist sie es nicht. 

Oberammergau hat das Recht, trotz alledem die Daisenberger­
sche Fassung aufzuflihren; aber in dem Fall h~tten andre 
Christen sowohl wie Juden ihrerseits das Recht, aus einer 
solchen Entscheidung ihre eignen SchlUsse zu ziehen. 

Mit vorzUglicher Hochachtung 

MHT/BJB 

Rabbiner Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chef filr Bkumenische und 
jUdisch-christliche Angelegenheiten 



Institute of Human Relat i ons • 165 East 56 Street, New Yorio.., NY 10022 ·• 212/ 751-4000 • 

Herrn 
Hans Schwaighofer 
Kircheckgas se 12 
8103 Oberammergau 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Sehr geehrter Herr Schwaighofer: 

19. October 1978 

Bedanke mich herzlich fuer Ihren Brief vom 3. 10.78 mit 
der Einladung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft sowie der Liste der 
Oberammergauer die eingeladen werden sollten. 

Fuer unsere Besprechung am 20.11. Brauchen wir einen Projektort 
einen Plattenspieler und eine Leinwand. Als Muster, lege ich 
einen Filmstreifen bei. 

Bezueglich der gebrauchten Zimmer 19.11 und 20.11, die zwei 
bestellte n Zimmer sind nicht ausreichend. Wir geb~auchen 
fuenf Zimmer: 

a.) Herr und Frau William S. Trosten 
b.) Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
c.) Herr Miles Jaffe 
d.) Herr Karlheinz Koepcke 
e.) Herr Richard Weiss 

Auch wir hoffen dass die Veranstaltung eine gute Sache wird 

Mit freundlichen Gruessen verbleibe ich 

lhr 

W~/.-dL 
William S. Trosten 

WST/bjb Director of Development 

* Der Projektor muss ein (FILM STRIP) Filmstreifen Projektor sein. 
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!Passion Play Villagers Show Courage, 
Defy Latest Jewish Censorship Attempt 

The vtllagers of Oberammer­
gau, m Alpine Bavaria, have 
defied threats and protests from 
powerful Jewish orgamzat1ons to 
keep the trad1t1onal text of their 
world-famous Passion Play The 
proposed alternative text would 
have ehmmated the B1bhcal Jew­
ish respons1b1hty for the death of 
C..hnst 

Supported by the local conser­
vatives, the town council voted 
earher tlus year to replace the text 
by local pnest Joseph Da1senber­
ger, which has been used smce 
1860 The vote came after the 
American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) and other Jewish groups 
threatened to organize a world­
wide boycott against the village 

Outraged citizens then began a 
campaign to throw out the town 
council "Defend against the 
unbelievable attempted pressure 
by a few Jews," one election 
leaflet declared "Germans are 
not second-class human bemgs " 

Prominent villagers d1stnbuted 
an open letter to Rabbi Marc 
Tanenbaum of the AJC whJch de­
nounced "every interference m 
the private affairs of the vtllage" 
and protested that • • J ew1sh 
groups want to dictate what will 
be performed m Oberatnmer­
gau., 

Between 1960 and 1970, the 
village of 5,000 tned to accommo­
date the Jews by removing or 
watenng down the strongest ant1-
Jew1sh text passages But a 
SO-page protest by the AJC 
considered the changes only "m1· 
nor rev1S1ons m the thoroughly 
ant1-Jew1sh phraseology " 

THE VILLAGE of Oberammergau Its residents have given notice to 
the forces of mteruattonal Jewry that they will not be blackmailed. 

"There are, however, hard 
words against the Jews m parts of 
the Bible," Passion Play director 
Anton PrelSlnger pomted out 
The Jewish respons1b1hty for the 
death of Chnst 1s based especially 
upon the Gospels of John 
(" and he saith unto the Jews, 
Behold your Kmg' But they cned 
out, Away with ham, crucrfy 
him ") and Matthew ("Pilate 
saith unto them, What shall I do 
then with Jesus, which 1s called 
Chnst? They all say unto him, Let 
him be crucified His blood be 
on us and on our children ") 

In March, candidates support­
ing the Da1senberger text won 75 
per cent of the vote m a special 
elecuon The new town council 
deC1ded 12 to 5 to keep the 
traditional vemon 

In June, the National Confer· 
ence of Christians and Jews 
(NCCJ) responded by announcing 

a boycott against the VJllage The 
New York-based, Jewish-run or­
gamzat1on said 1t would discour­
age Amencans from attending the 
1980 pageant and would mob11lze 
demonstrations m Europe unless 
the vdlagers give m 

"If 1t appears that the.1980 play 
will use the ant1-Sem1t1c scnpt 
which Adolf Hitler praised sn the 
1930's," the NCCJ president 
declared, "we will do whatever we 
can to create an mternatJonal 
boycott and s1gruficantly reduce 
the 1970 attendance of 530,000 " 

The Oberammergau Pass10 
Play was first performed m 1633 
V1llage residents reenact the las 
days and cruc1ftx1on of Jesu 
every ten years as an act of thank 
for deliverance from a ravagm 
plague The Play ts performed 1 

the world's largest open-a1 
theater 
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Dr. Pierre Scherer 
Wiss. Assistant 

4 • . October 1978 

Katholische Akademie in Bayern 
8 Munchen 40 
Mandlstrasse 23 
Federal Republic of ~rmany 

Sehr geebrter Dr. Scherer: 

Ich bedanke micb fuer Ihren Brief v. 2o. 9. 78. Nach unserem. 
letzen Telefongespraech hat Rabbi Tanenbaum nocbmal mit 
Professor Talmun gesprochen. Ich bedauere Ihnen mitzuteilen 
dass auch der neue Termin - · 19 .• 11. 78 ist ibm unguenstig. 

Anbei sind .unsere Vorschlaege fuer Gespraechspartner und 
Re·ferante fuer Position IV (Moeglichkelten. und Grenzen der 
kuenstler.fsch~n Darstellung. der ~~sio~ Jesu). 

Als Referant empfehleq ·wirlhQ~n: 
· ·· a) Professor Lou Silberman 

b), ·Professor· Uriel T4!1 · 
Professo~ Talmun ist .e~nverstanden mit den Vorsc~laegen und 
alle -~e~~en sind deutschsprechend~ 

Wir· wµerden . g~rne mit !entweder Prof •. . Silberman 9<Jer Prof. Tal 
sprech~~ ~und auc:h die en~sprec~nden Reiseunk~ste~ uebernehmen. 

' . .. . . . . 

i .t 

Wir · erwar.ten.J.hre Jmtsch~iduhg~ . ;, 
• ~ . \ • 1 ' • 

Mit tx"eun9l-ichen Gruessen 

WST/B.,,B 
Encl •. · . 

., ,_ 

Ihr 

William s •. Trosten 
D_irec.tor of Developm~nt ,·. 

1 ', ' 

. · .. . .. 
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PROPOSED LIST OF GERMAN SPEAKING JEWISH SCHOLARS 

FOR BAVARIAN CATHOLIC ACADEMY SYMPOSIUM, NOVEMBER 19, 1978 

Prof. Alexander Altman 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, Massachusetts . 02154 

Dr. David Daube 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 94720 

Prof. W. D. Davies 
(Duke University, 
Durham, North Carolina 2i106) 
34 Rue Wimpferling 
67000 Strasbourg, France 

Rabbi Jacob Petuchowski 
Hebrew Union College 
Jewish Institute of Religion 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

n-- c r.t .... .! ~ _ n _ "- '- - - '- ~ ~ _, 
. .... .LV.J..• ~- .L •'-~ L\.t......'LL.!.:'.:l'\..'..L&.J.J..U 

Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
3080 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10027 

Prof. Lou H. Silbennan 
Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, Tenn . . 37203 

Prof. Krister Stendahl . . 
Harvard Divinity School 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

Prof. Uriel Tal 
Tel Aviv University 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
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Herrn 
Dr. Franz Henrich 
Direktor 
Katholische Akademie in Bayern 
8 Muenchen 40 
Mandlstrasse 23 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Sehr geehrter Dr. Henrich: 

19. October 1978 

Ich bedanke mich fuer Ihr Schrelben vom 5.10.78 und 
"' nehme mit dem groessten Vergnuegen an, Ihre Einl'adung 

in der bevorstehenden Tagung mit~uwirken. Rabbi 
Tanenbaum und ich werden gemei,ns·iim unsere Stellungsnahme 
vorbereiten und ich selbst werde die Feststellung praesentieren. 

Bezueglich Ihres ruec~.sichtsvollen Angebots, meine Reisekoste·n 
mitzufinanzieren sowi~ meine Mitwirkung ·zu honorieren, }'Q.o.e·~hte 
ich dankend absagen. ··· · , 

. ..... 
In den letzten Ta~en erhie ]t i c h einen Brie f vna Herrn 
Schwaighofer mit dem. Inhalt einer Liste der Oberammergauer 
ob sie Rosner oder Daisenberger Befuerworter seien, .die 
eingeladen werden sollten . 

Wie Sie aus der beiliegenden Liste ersehen koennen, empfehlt 
Herr Schwaighofer eine persoenliche Einladung fuer Herrn · 
Heinri~h· Schott. 

--
In dieser Beziehung ''baette ich eine persoenliche Bitte. 

·waere meine~ Ve~ter: ... 

/ 

Leonhard Rudolf Weitzmann 
8 Muenchen 90 
Klausener Platz 23 

•.· 
'I;. 

Diese 

RICHARO MAASS. Pmidenl • 11 8ERIA;;1.1 H. GOLD. E>etul1ve V:cc·Prni~tnl 
f/.AVNAflD I. Vo'ISllllER. Cnairman,. a~ard of Gcvc:nors a MCnTOfl K. Blf.USTf: lll. CMu1nan. llat1onal E>ecutive Council 1:1 KO\'IAHD I, FRIEOlAAll, C~airman. Soaro ol Tr~.iru N 
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Herrn Dr. Franz Henrich -2- 19. October 1978 . 

meine Schwiegermutter: 

und meine Freunde: 

Maria Stoesser 
8 Muenchen 21 Laim 
Weichselbaumerstrasse 17 

An~on und Margit Ebenboeck 
s· Muenchen 21 Laim 
Weichselbaumerstrasse 17 

zu der Tagung einzuladen. 

Sollte eine Vorbesprechung noetig sein, wuerden sie mir · den 
Terrnin mitteilen. 17te·.11 oder 18te. ll waere fuer mich am 
guenstigsten. 

-Mit freundlichen Gruessen verbleibe ich . 

WST/bjb 

Ihr 

,tJ~/.~L 
William S. Trosten 
Director of Development 



.. -.... 
THE: AMER.ICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date . August 18, . 1978 

to Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

from William S. Tr0sten 

subject 

Attached are copies ef my le·tters 
t:o Hannes Burger' and Rudiger : Stolz-e. 
When y0u have · a chance, .y0u sh0~ld 
pFe~J:l>aFe a l.il.s·tt .0:ff _ :~m.~0"k~%~~a1111f?. :La 
this c0untry wlil0 ·can be inte:r:v:iewed· 
by BaV.r.~~ian Raal0 in c0nae~ti0n 
with the late .O.ct0ber publicity 
campaign. You will recall that 
we pr0misea Stolze such a ~ast. 

WST/BJB 
atts. 



August 18, 1978 

Mr. Ru~iger Stolze 
~ayerischer Rundfunk 
~edaktiQn Munchen - Oberbayern 
8000 Munchen 2 
Rundfunkplatz 1 
West Germany 

Dear Mr-. Stolze : 

I have just returned from vacation ~nd would like 
to take this opportunity on behalf of Rabbi Tanenbaum 
and myself to tell you how much we enjoyed meeting you 
and that we felt our meetings were fruitful. 

As I am cel!'tain Hannes Burger has told you, a · sympo_s ium 
is planned for November 11th and 12tb in Ettal un~er. 
the auspices of the Bavarian Catholic Academy. 

All of us here will be most interested ·in the public . 
. reaction to the Totentanz. We are currently preparing 
a list of people who can be interviewed here in connection 
with the publicity campaign we discussed for late October. 

Once again, it was very nice meeting you. 

Kindest personal regards. 

WST/BJB 

Cordially, 

William S. Trosten 
Director of Development 

bee: Rabbi Marc H. Tane·nbaum j 



Mr. Hannes Burger · 
:-.:· · · - · Suddeutsche Zeitung 

Politische Redaktion 
Sendlinger StraBe 80 
8000 Munchen 2 
West Gennany 

Dear Mr. Burger: 

August 18, 1978 

I have just returned from vacation and wanted to 
take this opportunity to thank you for your helpfulness 
and to tell you on behalf of Rabbi Tanenbaum and myself 
how much we enjoyed meeting you. 

As you know, Rabbi Tanenbaum has been in ·touch with Dr. 
Henrich and we are hoping to finalize the agenda for 
the symposium when Dr. Henrich returns from vacation. 

. . 
When we last bad ~unch, you mentioned that you would 
send me a complete file of your articles con~erning 
Oberammergau for translation and distribution in this 
country. I look forward to receiving them. · 

Once again, many thanks and kindest personal regards. 

WST/B.JB 

Cordially, 

William S. Trosten 
Director of Development 

bee: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum J. 
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ON THE , INSIDE 

New Minister> P'l'esident in Dueese"Ldo:ttf • •• Aviation Pioneer> Meseer>schmitt is 
I 

Dead • •• Bundesbank: Ecowmic Activity !Jr.ightens •• • GNP up 2. 8% in First 

Ha"Lf • •• GePman, F'l'ench Chiefs Agriee on European Moneta.r'y Unit •• • lJonn, 

Washington Labor> Minietez-s E::pand Cooperation • •• B1..ZZwns in Tax Re"Lief to 

Stimu"Late tha Economy 

to pay eZeotri.c biZ"Ls 

Gor;d Cr>op Out"Look in Germany • •• NucZear> Foes have 

.. . Gezrman Etf:f>ressionism Featuz>ed in NeuJ York . .. 

BUNDESTAG IS BACK, _COBSmERS 1979 BUDGET 

In Bonn, the Bundestag reconvened after the summer recess. Minister of Finance 
Hans Matthoefer introduced the Govermnent's budget draft for 1979. and also sub­
mitted estimates for the three following years. Tax-revenue expectations run 
to DM 159. 5 billion rupct year, and will rise to DM 197.5 billion by 1982. natio~­
al expenditures of D~ 2q4.6 bi~lion altogether are enyisag~4 in 1979, an 8.4% in~ 
crease over the current year. A I!.et deficit of DM 35 . 5 billion is calculated for 
1979, and the Federal Republic's accumulated national debt seems likely to top DM 
DM 210 billion by 19ei • 

.BONN BACKS CAMP DAVID RESULTS AND .CONTINUING U. S. EFFORTS 

The Federal Government's appreciation to President Jimmy Carter for hav~ called 
the ~amp David meeting between Prime Mini~ter Begin and President Sadat was ex­
pressed by Chancellor Helmut Schmidt in the Bundestag on September 21, together 
with the Government's congratulations on the outcome . He voiced support for the 
current U.S . efforts to ~rrange, ~hrough direct contacts, for the other parties 
to the conflict to take pa~t in fqture ~egotiations. "Our good relations with 
all parties to the conflict are at the service of the search for peace", he a4ded. 

GERMAN DELEGATE RE-ELECTED _TO U.N. CIVIC RIGHTS BODY 

Dr. Christian Tomuschat, Professor of Public Law at Bonn University, has been 
elected to a four-year te~ by the United Nations ·Commission on Bµm.an Rights, a 
group of e~erts from 18 countries charged with examining the national reports sub­
mitted to the U. N. by the signatories of the 1966 International Covenant on Civic 
and Politic~l Rights. These reports deal with implementation of the Covenant,and 
s~ecifically with the state of civic and ,political rights in that part.icular country. 
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Since last year, Prof. Tomuschat has already been a member of the Commission. His 
election to a full term is ~egarded as a recognition of Bonn's efforts on behalf ' 
of civic and political right!? everywhere. From January on, the Federal Republic 
will have representatives in three U.N. bodies directly concerned with human rights: 
the Commission on Human Rights; CERD, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination; ano the Committee on Human Rights. 

NEW MINISTER PRESIDENT IN DUESSELDORF: JOHANNES RAU 

Johannes Rau, 47,bas succeeded Heinz Kuehn as Minister President Qf No olUiine West­
phalia, Germany's most populou~ state. Aft:er a dozen years in office, Kuehn re­
signed for health reasons. A Speci.al Congress of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
in Duisburg gave Rau the nod by 161 votes aga:lnst 150 cast for State Finance Minis­
ter Diether Prosser. All 104 Landtag deputies of the SPD/FDP coalition endorsed the 
choice in Duesseldorf, the state capital. 

Tiie son of an Evangelical preacher, Rau has always been active in Protestant church 
affairs. He trained as ~ booksell~r, then became a Protestant publisher. Elected to 
the City Council of Wuppertal in the ~uh~, he had advanced to the Lord Mayoralty four 
years laterc, in 1968. Within the ranks of the SPD, he rose to th~ state chairmanship. 
Considered a modera~e and a pragmatist in the molQ. of his predecessor Heinz Kuehn, he 
has been North Rhi.ne Westphalia's Min~ster for Science and Research since 1970. 

VON WEIZSAECKER PICKED FOR BERLIN~S LORD MAYOR RACE 

In a surprise development, Richard von Weizsaecker, 58, was nominated by West Berlin's 
Christian Democratic Union a~ its candidate for the city's Lord Mayoralty. The office 
has been ~ Soci al ~emoc~atic preserve throughout the postwar era,but the CDU believes 
their new· standara7bearer ~an win by luring enough liberal-minded orc resolutely Protes­
tant voters away from the Free Democratic Party. 

West Berlin's parliament, the City Assembly, is up for elections next March 18. There­
after, it will choose a Lord Mayor. The FDP's key role was highlighted in 1975, when 
the last local elections took place. The CDU attracted 43 . 9% of the ballots, more than 
the SPD for the first time, but did not prevail when the Lord Mayoralty was at stake. 
Tiie SPD's coalition with the FDP, which had polled 7.1% assured it of a ma.Jority in 
selecting the Lord Mayctr· 

Richard von Weizsaecke~ lll3Y have wpat it takes to attract voters not usually found in 
the CDU camp. Meinber of a distinguished fam.tly, he studied hi~tory a~g law after serv­
ice in the wartime army. In business and banking, he attained considerable success . 
In 1964-70, von Weizsaecker headed the German Protestant Church's lay arm, the Evangeli­
cal Congress. ~lecte4 to the Bundestag in 1969, he now serves on the CDU Executive 
Board and Deputy Chairman of the Bundestag Delegation, whete he is conside~ed 3 member 
of the liberal wing. 

WILLY MESSERSCHMITT. DEADL _ AVIATION_PIONEER 
- -

At the age of 80, the renowned airplane designer succumbed to the aftereffects of a sur-
- gical operation in a Munich hospital. An engineer by training, he founded the Messer­

schmitt Works in Augsburg almost half a century ago, designing, developing and building 
many types of passenger aircraft and figqter warplanes, among them the Me-109, of which 
a record-setting 35,000 were produced after it broke the speed record in 1939, and the 
first ma.es-produced jet, the Me-262. In recent years he served as Board Chairman of 
Messerschmitt~Boelkow-~lohm GmbH. 
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THE ECONOMIC ACCOUNT 

On Th'UX'sday,, Septerriber 21,, the U.S. dolZCU"'s official- middle rute 
in FrankfuPt wae DM l.9604. ' 

BUNDESBANK REPORT: ECONOMIC SITUATION BRIGHTENS 

The Federal Republic's economic situation and outlook brightened in the 
course of the past several months, the Bundesbank notes in it~ Monthly 
Re.port fot September. Distinct improvements in the volume of incoming 
orders, together with higher capital investments by trade and industry, 
account for the Report's positive tone. The Vigorous upturn in domestic 
demand during the second quarter spurred the resurgence of the economy. 
Foreign demand, according to the Bundesbank, no longer served as a pri; 
mary stimulus. While export orders failed to decline in the second 
quarter, as they had in the first, a modest slowdown resulted from im­
ports managing to expand, in terms of vol~, more strongly than exports. 

GNP UP BY 2.8% IN YEAR'S FIRST HALF 

The Federal Republic's Gross National Product reached DM 606 billion in 
the first six months of 1978, an increase of 2.8% in real value and of 
6.7% at current prices . Thus, the growth rate failed to meet the target 
of 3.5% set by the Federal Government at the end of last year but, on the 
other ha~d, _did not fall ~s f~r b~hind ~s ~h~ grim fpreb~~in~s of economic 
pessimists had predicted. In real terms, the GNP percentage!"growth=matches 
that in the first six months of 1977 and exceeds that of 1977's second half 
by a small maTgin. Nominally, i.e. at cuTrent prices, the rise of 6.7% 
constitutes a slightly better showing than the results registered in the 
first and in the second half of last year. 

Together with the GNP data, the Federal Statistical Agency in Wiesbaden 
published its findings on wages and salaries in the current year's first 
half. Monthly gross earnings amounted to DM 1,548 per capita, an increase 
of 5.8% over the earnings reported in the same period of 1977. 

GERMAN, FRENCH CHIEFS AGREE ON EUROPEAN MONETARY UNIT 

Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing 
met in Aachen (Air-la-Chapelle), a German city near the Belgian border, for one 
of their periodic conferences. They reached full agreement on the outlines of 
a European currency system that they will seek to have the Common Market adopt. 

On the Second German TV channel, the Chancellor voiced the belief that "we are 
on the point of achievi~g something that is of great political eignif icance for 
the next twenty years, for the remainder of this century and for the further 
evolution of the Common Market." He stated that the European Currency System 
will help the U.S. Administration and the Federal Re.serve Board in their efforts 
aimed at overcoming the inflationary erosion of the dol~~r ~nd the vast deficit 
in the, u.s. balance of trade. The European Community Finance Ministers are 
agreed that the European Monetary Unit, which is to serve as the basis of key 
exchange rates, will be named 'ECU'. This was disclosed by Federal Minister 
of Finance Hane Matthoefer. A majority of EC members, the Minister added, favor 
using the key exchange rates to create a currency framework that will make it 
possible to determine the point at which the central banks are to intervene. 
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WASHINGTON, BONN LABQR M~IS~RS EXPAND COOPERATION 

Cooperation between the Department of Labor in Washingto~ and 
the Ministry of Labor in Bonn will be expanded, it was announced 
on September 12 after a Washington meeting of Labor Secretary 
Ray Marshall with visiting Bonn Federal Minister of Labor Herbert 
Ehrenberg. Information and technical collaboration is to be 
stepped up, it was indicated, with respect to labor and economic 
policy, to statistics, data banks, plant health care and occupa­
tional accident prevention to labor mobility and employment of 
the handicapped. 

BILLIONS IN TAX RELIEF TO STIMULATE ECONOMY 

To spur Germany's economy to greater activity, the Bonn Cabinet has 
provided it, since mid-1977, with tax relief and related benefits 
amounting to some DM 33.5 billion. A Government Report on e~onomic 
and financial policy lists 23 pieces of legislation that have already 
entered into effect ·or are slated to do so next year. Several are 
still in the parliamentary process. Individual and corporate tax.­
payers alike are the beneficiaries. According to official computations, 
the various measures total DM 18.5 billion this year; an additional 
DM 15 billion is envisaged for 1979. 

However, a boost in certain other levies, chiefly the Valge Added Tax, 
will offset a portion of the tax benefits. The VAT was raised last 
January 1, and the Cabinet has endorsed a further increase that is to 

~ be applied as of July 28, 1979. Proceeds from the higher VAT a~~ esti­
mated at DM 6.5 billion this year and DM 3 billion next year. Together 
with minor changes in tax regulations, the total DM 33.5 billion relief 
is thus likely to be diminished by some DM 10 billion. 

TOP CROP OUTLOOK IN GERMANY 

One-quarter of Germany's grain harvest is still in the fields, but expert 
observers from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture estimate that, in the 
end, the farmers will bring 1n nearly 26 million short tons altogether, a 
9.6% increase over 1977. The previous record, set in 1974, was below 25 
million tons. Prospects are excellent, moreover, with regard to the vege­
table, potato and fruit harvest. Vint~ers, however, expect to produce only 
S m1i1ion hectoliter of wine this year, substantially less than the record­
setting 11 million hectoliter stored in 1977. 

DOLLAR SLUMPS BELOW DM 1.96 

At the week's outset, the more cheerful mood engendered by the Camp David 
results eased the pressure on the dollar and helped it to gain more than 
ijalf a Pfennig on the Frankfurt money market. As negative reactions from 
the Arab world multiplied, however, the rally proved short-lived and the 
dollar resumed its slide, moving from an official exchange rate of DM 1.9851 
on Monday, Sept. 18, down to DM 1.9582 two days later. But, while the D-Mark 
advanced against the dollar, the rate for sfr 100 climbed to DM 124.72 on 
f:>~pL. lti, u thJ.rd all-time high in succession. 



s 
ROUNDUP • • • 

CREDIT CARD USE ON RISE 

Credit card use is increasing in the Federal Republic. Diners Club now 
lists 130,000 German card holders, 20,000 of them recruited this year. 
Eurocard, with 25,000 subscribers at the outset of 1978, has already 
doubled that number. American Express cards are in the hands of 100,000 
Germans. Probable reason for the rising demand: the D-Mark's increased 
value is spurring travel abroad. Credit card companies, in the meantime, 
are devising new inducements for potential subscribers - mainly in the 
form of extending more credit and by making it easy and convenient for 
subscribers to obtain quick cash. 

STAY-AT-HOME VACATIONS 

Not every German takes to the road during vacation time. A recent survey 
discloses that one in four women and one in three men lack the wherewithal 
to leave home in order to indulge in vacation fun. In any given year, al­
most half of all adults stay at home. Over the last five years, stay-at­
homes included 82% of all self-employed farmers who could not leave their 
crops, and 40% of all housewives, unskilled laborers and pensioners. In 
1977, eleven million adults omitted any vacation and another seven million 
took vacations at home. 

MICROWAVES PRESENT NO DANGER: GERMAN TRADE GROUP 
; 

German safety regulations ensure that human beings are exposed to no risk 
factor from microwave ovens, Germany's authoritative Central Association 
of the Electrotechnicalindustry (ZVEI) indicates in a statement. Micro­
waves cannot modify cells, the ZVEI points out, in contrast to ionizing 
waves such as X-rays. 

DM 40 FINE FOR THE UNBELTED 

Beginning next April, automobile drivers who do not use their seat belts 
will be subject to a DM 40 fine, the Federal Traffic Ministry has announced. 

BERLIN HAS LARGEST DATA BANK ON SCIENTIFIC PERIODICALS 

The State Library in West Berlin edits and operates what is reported to be 
the largest data bank Sllywhere to have computerized the contents of ~cientif ic 
periodicals. At present, 130,000 copies of such periodicals have been proces­
sed by the data bank, a joint venture of 100 leading libraries in the Federal 
Republic. 
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NUCLEAR FOES HAVE TO PAY BILLS 

Nuclear power protesters were denied the right to reduce their electric 
bills by 10% - the same percentag~ th~t t~e power company expends for 
nuclear fuel . In the f~rst test ~ase of its kind, a Hamburg court ordered 
a residential collective to pay the DM 312 . 50 they owe . The court recog­
nized that 370 Hamburg households had instituted the boycott as a matter of 
conscience,, but found the form of proces~ unauthorized under existing law. 

MORE uRANIUM FROM HAE-EATING BACTERIA 

Rock-eating bacteria are being bred in a laboratory at the Brunswick 
University of Technology. The object is to produce strains which eat 
their way through phosphorite, the rock in which uranium seams are found . 
If this goal is achieved, Professors Rolf Naeveke and Wilhelm Schwartz, 
the microbiologists in charge, also hope to produce bacteria with a glutton~ 
ous appetite for rocks with traces of chromium, mercury, tin and tungsten. 
The reason is that conventional sources of these metals are also becoming 
scarce . 

SKAT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TO TAKE PLACE IN CALIFOJRNIA AND NEVADA 

The International Skat Players Association has opted for the American West 
in st>agitfg the firs,t world championship of- the ·most , popular Q.f German card 
games. Patroness of the event is Annemarie Renger, Vice President of the 
Bu,ndestag and Skat fan of long standing. Some 400 German players will meet 
an equal number from Australia, Canada, Brazil, Holland, Belgium and France 
in Anaheim, California, and Las Vegas, Nevada during the first two weeks in 
November. The contestants qualified for the world championship by winning 
fifteen series of international matches. The final composition of the German 
team was determined by the elimination tournaments held on September 10 in 
Duesseldorf, where the Grand Skat Prize of Ge;m.any was at stake. 

GERMAN EXPRESSIONISM IS FEATURED IN NEW YORK 

Goethe Bouse New York has iaunched a fall program that is devoted to 'Aspects 
of German Expressionism', 'the mo~ement which dominated artistic life, notably 
j,n Germany, during much 9f the present century's first quarter. All art forms 
-- theater, movies. literature, music and graphic arts ~ were strongly influ­
enced by expressionism. In cooperat~on with New York and with City University, 
Goethe House arranged 4 art exhibits, the showing of 18 silent films, 10 lec­
tures, four stage pl~ys and two concerts . , ., 



. - - .. 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY NEWS 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY REACTION TO CAMP DAVID 

EC i:>eaction to the Camp David Conference sponsored by Pioe­
sident Jimmy Ca!'teri, where Prime Ministeri Begin of ;IsriaeZ 
and President Sa.dat of Egypt rea.ched tentati'l)e agreement, 
was ezpressed in a Statement issU£d in Bz>usseZs on Septem­
ber 19, 1978, by Foreign Affairs Minister Hans-DietPioh 
GensCJh6r of the FedeN'L RepubUc of Gerrmany. ~ng the 
present haZf ye(J7', he se1"Vss as President of the EC Coun­
oi:l of Ministers. His Statement fo'lZOIUs: 

The nine member countries of the European Community congratulate 
President Carter on the considerable courage he showed in keeping 
on course the meeting at Camp David between Sadat and Begiµ - and 
op his having brought it to a successful conclusion. The EC also 
commend President Sadat and Prime mtii~ter Begin for the cons,iderable 
effort the two statesmen gave to the m.eeting. 

For years now, the ~Nine' ·have championed a fair,.comp~eh~nsiv~ 
and lasting peace arrangement in the Middle East. on the basis of 
Resolutions 242 and 338 of the United ~4tions Security Co~il. 
The attitude of the Community was expressed with absolute clarity in 
a statement by the Council of Europe of June 29, 1977. That resolu­
tion reflects the EC's unalte~ed pos~t~on today. Against this back­
ground, the EC member countries welcomed President Sadat's initiative 
in November of last year. 

The nine member governJiients hope the results of Camp David will prove 
to have been a further giant stride, a signif ica~t one, in the direc­
tion of a fair, all-embracing and peripanent peace. They hope that 
all involved will be in a position to participate in this development, 
with the aforesaid goal in mind. 

For 'their part, the 'nine' w1ii bend all their efforts to support such 
a peace arrangement. 

• • • 

GERMAN INFORMATION CENTER I 410 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK NEW YORK 10022 
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RE:.IGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS HAIL DECISION 
OF OBERAM11ERGAU ON PASSION PLAY 

..-8-

By Religious News Service_ (2-17-78) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY J..7, 1978 

NEU YORK (RNS) -- Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders 
have hailea the adoption of a revised version of West Germany's 
Oberamm~rgau Passion Play by the town council of the Bavarian village. - . 

By a vote of 9-6 with two abstentions, the council decided 
(Feb. 8) to use the 1750 text written by a Benedictine pr~est, 
Father Ferdinand Rosner, rather than the 1850 script written by 
a local parish priest, Father Josef Daisenberger, which has been 
used for the past century. 

Officials of the American Jewish Committee have expressed 
concerns for years over the Daisenberger script, which they charged 
was _anti-Semitic because it emphasized the idea of collective guilt 
of' Jews"in"the death of Christ. The Rosner script sets forth the 
view that all of humanity was implicated in the crucif'ixion, rather 
than any one group • . 

Miles Jaffe of Detroit, chairperson of the Jewish Committeets 
Interreligious Affairs Commissicn, had visited Oberammergau twice 
during the past year to discuss the matter with other Jewish leaders 
and the Obcranunergau town co~ncil. He expressed satisfaction that 
the Rosner version will be used the next time the play is presented, 
in 1980. 

At a press conference at the Jewish Committee headquarters, 
Mr. Jaffe said, 111 believe it is difficult f'or them {the residents of' 
Oberammergau) to understand how important that event, that decennial 
event, is elsewhere in the world." He praised the town council for 
giving up its century-old tradition and "taking upon itself' the risk 
of the new, the untried," m voting to use the Rosner version. 

Dr. Eugene Fisher, executive director of the Office of Catholic­
Jewish Relations of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, · 
noted that his agency has been concerned about the Obera.mmergau play 
and passion plays in general. Since the Oberammergau version nsets 
the tone for passion plays elsewhere," he said, the change becomes 
"of great significance for us in the United States." 

The Rav. Nathan H .. Vande;rWerf, executive director of the 
Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism of the National Council 

~of Churches, noted that Christian-Jewish dialogues have increased 
in recant years throughout the United States, and predicted 
that the change in the Oberammergau play will be welGomed by 
many gro..ips across the country. 

Asked if the change ih the Oberammergau plaz, wotild have a direct 
impact on other passion plays, Dr. Fisher said, 'There's a whole wcrld 
of passion plays. Each one would have to be looked at individually.n 
But he stressed that 11 the criteria at all times for· jud~in~ passion 
play within our tradition should be the Gospel narratives. 

-0- PAGE -8-



[start] 

Original docamerr1ts 
faded and/or illegible 



I I 

. - - -

I 
'I 

' ~ . 
• ,1 
, . 

v ' 

' 
-t ~ ~ ~ l , 
' , -. I 

I . . . 
·~ ' .. ~ 
~ ·~ 't 

• I 

,. 
\ , . .. 

..... . '""' 

obert 
- O rammergau 02-17 0390 
r!l.rnmer~au • ..S90 
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-!P Reli~ion ~r1ter 

hFW YORK (AP)-U. S. Chr1~1tan and Jewish leaders Jrldav balled 
a decision by the toHn ro~ncil of Oberammer~au, Germany, to 
replace a script for the village's world-famous passion ~lav that 
has been widely criticized as anti-Je~ish with a fairer version. 

It's a step of '.'great SiF'niflcance,'' said Eugene iisher, 
nead of the u. s. caiholic Bishops' Office Qf Catholic-Jevish · · 
Relations. ''~e Join in congratulating ~be peo~le of Cberammerga~ 
with great satisfaction and Rreat joy.' . 

The U. s. religious representatives told a news conference at• . .'· 
offices of the American Je~ish·Committee that the Cteranmer~au : 
tow~ council voted ~eb. 8 to substitute a theologically more - ~ 
accurate rerslon ' for a text .used fo~ a century, and often assailed 
as biased and ant1-S~1ni tic. ·. -

Jt portrayed the,:'collective guilt of Jews as the sourc~ of ... 
the death of Jesus, - said, Miles Jaffe of Detroit, head of the 
AJCl interreligious affairs comLiission, noting that the newly ·' · 
ado~ted version blame~ . the ''human sin of ~ankind as a ~hole.'' 

'lt's a the~e all of us ~ill be able to share,'' he said. 
Chqrch ' representatiyes noted that ' a bas1~ Christian concept is 

the uniyers~l .human res~onsibility tor Jesus~ death. and that 
believers share in ·the rede~ption only by recognizing their share 
in that respon$billty. · , 

The Rev. Nathan H.Vanderwerf of · the National Council ot 
Churches i~cluding most major Prote~tant and Orthodox 
denominations. said the change would be heartily ~elcomed by 
Christians in this country. 

''}\s Christians, we must do whatever we can' to · eliminate the 
notion that Jews in any collective sense can be condemned for the 
death of Jesus~~~ ~e said. ''Thi~ is theologically unacceptable· 
and untenable. · , 

Leaders of the AJC have conferred with Oberammergau officials 
1n the German Bavarian· villar-e twice in the ~ast year, last 
August and a~ain 1n J~nuary. about the problem. It has caused 
considerable ferment ther~ as well as elsevbere. The ~lay is 
produced every 10 years, and draws thousands of visitors. 

For the 1980 production, the to~n decided to abandon the 
long-used text written in 1800 by a ~riest named Josenh Alols 

' Daisenberger~ and to sucstitute a play written in 1750 by a 
Benedictine monk~ Ferdinand Rosrer, ihe ,U~S. rell~ious leaders 

id ' ' . 
sa • · . . · 

The D~isenberger script bla~es Je~s collectively for Jesus's 
dea.th, while the Rosner script· sees the sin of all_ humauity as 
r es 'P on s i b 1 e • , . · · , .'1 

, • , ,' • , • , , • • • 
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NF~ iO~i (AP)-Fvel since med1evcl times. Christians hnve bpen 
nutting on ''passion ~lays''--in churches, outdoor arpnas, 
se~inaries and public halls--about the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Christ, some of them sound, others si~pl1st1c. 
distorted and villifying Jews. · 

!ut that anti-Semitic twist has been removed, rPll~ious 
leaders sav, from the biggest attraction of them all--th~ ~ession 
~lav l'rod11 ced in· the 11tt1 e :Ea varia n vi l laf?e of Cberatrmerga u, 
Germany. It has be~n a kind of 11orld archetype of the ge?l!'e. 

Although drawing thousands from around the world, the ~lay for 
years has been criticized by many ~1ble scholars ard theolo21ans, 
both Jews ani Christians, as fals1fyir~ fact and doct~1ne by 
blaming Jews collectively for the crucif1x1on of Jesus, himself a 
Jew. 

1he 5Ubstan1al elimination of that element by the v111ap.e's 
recent decision to substiiute a different script was ~rcised by u. 
s. Christi~n and Jewish representatives as a broadly influertial 
stP~. settin~ a truer, fairer patterr for rassiop rlavs. 

The newlv chosen presentation ''certers the resro~sibilitv foY 
Christ~s neath wnere it snould be--1n the sin of all hur~nitv," 
savs Bible scholar Eugene risner, head of the u. s. Cattol1c 
B1shops' Office of Catnol1c-Jewish Relations. 

tle savs the change gets rid of an irternatiorallv atte,ded 
~ortraval that for vears has been a ''~urvPyot of nre)udicP a~d 
irjust1ce." He notes tha~ the classic Christian concept is t~at 
believers share in Christ s redeMotion only as thev ac~no~led?P 
thei~ part in his death. 

The Ober~mmergau play has been rresented every 10 years ~ince 
15~4 when it first w~s perfor~ed tb fulfill a vaw ~ade durin~ e 
i:lag11e epidemic. Now a tou't"ist attraction, it drew 500,01i'0 frolll 
11~ countries in 1970. 

0ver the more than three centuries, at least five differr~t 
v0 rs\ons have been used. but for the last 100 vears, the Scr1nt 
has been one written by a vriest na~ed Joseih Alois DeisenberFer 
l~ 1350. attributing Jesus' aeath to the JPws. 

Jfter drawn-out controversy about it and cors1deratle villa~e 
ferment. the town council decided Feb. 8 to use for the 1983 
}:ronnction a 1750 text by a :Eer•edictine· monl.r, Ferdinand Rosnel', 
ascribin~ Jesus' deeth to un1vErsal human sin. 

U.S. Jevish, Catholic and Protestant fe>~resentat1ves last veek 
jointly hailed .the de>c1sion as a ''maJor ste'P in consol1dath.~ ~ 
the improved relatonsh1ps bet;1een Chr1stia.ns and Jews.'' 

Miles Jaffe of DPtroit~ c~a1rrnan of the Awericar Jewish 
Com~ittee 1s Interrel1~1ous Affairs Commission, froA which a 
dele~ation had twice in the Jast year conferred with villa~e 
leaders ebout the problem, emphasized the change had been their 
decision.. ' 

He said it ~as made out of their conviction that the ~lay 
should reflect both their lon~, dee~ly held tradition and also 
''the theme of love and good w1ll ~hich is the central teach1n~ of 
Ch~1stianity." , 
Eni Adv PMS Fri Feb. 24. Sent--
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Generally speaking, I am much concerned that the real intent of the 

Oberammergau Passion Play, which 1s to serve religious awareness, not to 

provoke confrontation, not be put in question by conflicts of any kind 

whatever. 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) + Joseph Cardinal Ratz1nger 
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~ _ New;,ork(Specaal)-"~l;.tc TbeADLdelega~on, ledbyNat Carl B. Ftugel, .Regep~b~rg. ~<C',~ ~; 
~ , changes . will be made1n the workt ,Kameby, chat!lD<lll Qfthe n.;ttional Card111l!I Jos.!'.f>h Ratzmgef,• ,. -' 
e f~ous Ober~uupergau Passion h~man relation.s ag~ncy's prQgram Muntch, 15oth tn Bavana -. - -~ • 
~ Play to conform w11!1the1974 Vat:. eomm1ttee, Rabbi Ronald B Sobel, Kameriy said that Mayor Zwin!c ~!. \ J 

1~ gu1d~hnes for ~tholtc-JeW1Sh vice cha!f'Dll!O, and Theodore an4 other Oberammerga1J town of­
relation~ and "reconcile with the ~ FreedlJ!an, 4irectorofth~ program • f1c1als, while knowledgeable -: , 
Jews witho!,lt falsification o( the . div1s1on, met wlth Oberafumergau about the Second Vatican ' -, 

' B~le " - , • .,. Mayor J;riiest iW!nk. other towh - Council's 1965 .. Oeclarat19n on ~ 
· The announcement, made 1g an , lead~. and later m Rome dtscu~ !he Relation of the Church to , ::, 
Oberammcrgau news release pub- sed the meetings with memQers of,... Non-Chnst1an Rehgions.,, seemed -- .J 

, ' hshed m two Ge~n newspapers ~ the Vatic3!i Commission on Rela- • · ilnfanuiiar w1th !he 1 <nS '{atican ''• J~ , 

J-:- th~ f rank.furt~r Allgememe ,, !Jons with the Jews • - 9m~elmes wtuch we~ ~dopted to ... ..,_ ' _ ' -
Zeitung and the Frankfurter .' - ~~y were asl!ured by Father implement it ••. ' ' • ,_ • ""::~_ _- ,-, 
~undschau _..,, and. the Cathohc .(Jorge~ MeJt~, secretary of jhe_ Th.~ Guidelines, following the - _ ~ 

,News Service crec;Jmte4 t!ie ch~ges Commis~on, that he would give pnncipl~·ofthe Declaration wtuch /, ; 
• to recqmmend~IO!'ll§ made by a de- .. the rc;comrµ~ndat1ons made by said "neither all Jews mdiScnfiu· • , · _ , 

legation of ._A!1ti-Defamatton APL m Obenullrnergau to Bishop Continued oti Pag~ 20 : '=- , 1 - -~ 
League of B'nai B'rith leaders : , _ _ , _ ~ _' • , : -::·.(" ~ f,,. L - .1· 

.~ ;!~~~:~~;~::::~s '!r the , Herzog·" Says--A-ra? b A. _r. m·s~ -._· -. \ 
Am<?_ng the AOL suggestions ' • - , • , ,:-

being followed are- Bu }d-- St M• d - -
Afi expande<l ~rologue exp}1CJtlY= 1 up aggers - 1fl - • '\ 

stating that the Jews are not to be -
- cons1dereo coUecuvely gutlty for New_ York (Spec1al) ~ By 1980, , ltriu tless we~pons of destruction ' 

Jesus' death revision or ehmina- theArabstateswillhave.moreartli- • shou~ be a source of ~oncem not ' 
) ' tion of scenes wlu~ dejnct J~ws in lery than the U mt_ed States, -alniost only to lSrael 
- · an unn~essanly harsh way, and as many tanks, double the air Declanng that the massive arms 
- "':; the addttlO!l of Jews calltng for the - power of NATO and three times transactions dunng the past year 
L ' ~ release of Jesu§ to the hiBbly emo- • Ytat of the P~opl~'s ~epubhc of .. exceed ~I previous records," he •, 

, honal scene m wluch the tna.sses Chma, accorchng to Chaim Her- added that .. there seems to be no . 
: 1 c~ for his death.. " zog, ls~rs repre~tativ~ to the end m sight " - • 
le- The changes; announced by Umted Na~o!'.ls - He gave the folle>wmgexamples; 
10-. Hans Maier, a ~2 yecp- old Oberam-:. The "ominous question wtuch D Orders placed by Arab s!ates • 
he mergau woodcutter who ts the anses," he said, "ts what are !hey since 1 <n7 for arms to be silpphed 
la- _qewly elect~ ~tor-of the Pas- _arming themselv~~ for?" by 1980:µt!ountto$35b!lbonsofar. 

· sJon Play, will be ll@de m th~ 1980 ~ _ Ad_dressmg the 6Sth anniversary of wluc~ $24 btlbon has been ex-
pfoduction dinner of the Anti-Defamation pended by Saudi Arabia alone, 

an The play, put on for 12 months League of B'pat B'nth at the Plaza D The volume of Saudi military 
to everydegu!~forthep~stl@ye;is, Hotel, Ambassai;Jor Herzog ord~rssmcet9n,evenw1thoutthe 
mt h!ls be~n cn~~i~ed -l}y Jews 11nd warned that the Afabs' "obsession recent purchase of F- IS's from the 
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American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Hunan .Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
N e w Y o r k, N.Y 
Mr. l.Yilliam s. Trosten 

Sehr geehrter Herr Trosten! 

• 

Nach unserem letzten ~elefonsesprach haoe ich mit 
Herrn Dr. Fink und anschlieBend mit dem Vorstand 
der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ihren Vorschlag nach Ober­
ammergau zu kom~en, um mit dem Gemeinderav oder mit 
der Bevolkerung zu sprechen, bepaten. 
Alle BeGeiligten faDden diesen Gedanken aus~ezeich­
net und haoen ihn i?;rundsc,tzlich oefu.ruortet. 
Auf Grund de:- augenblicklichen 3i:cuntion waren sie 
jedoch der Iieinun6, man soll te den Termin .fur die­
ses Gesprach auf den Herbst verlegen und gut vorbe­
rei ten. 
V'or3eschlagen wurde, ein Symposium einzuberufe!'l, dem. 
1 kathol~scher ~heoloGe (vielleicht iierr Pfarrer San­
ders) 1 evan0el1scher Theologe und :sxper~en von Ihrer 
Sei te so1n.e der .rter;ionalbischof Sch11arzenbock angeho ... 
ren. 
Die Herren sollten in kurzen Statements zu den '.1i~ht1-
gen Passions- und Textproblemen vor der Bevolkerung 
Stellun6 nehmen und daruber dislrut~eren. 
Eine Einladung \lUrde von der Arbeit$gemeinschaft vor­
bereitet, vorbereitende Gesprache mit den be~reffenden 
Herren konncen von Dr. Fink sowie auch von der Arbeits­
gemeinschaft e1ngele1tet werden. 

r Dies uare der Vorschlo.g der J.rbeits5eme·v1schaft. 

- 2 



- 2 -

• Der neue Spielleiter, Hans Maier, hat in einer Zei~ 
tungsnotiz, die ich beilege, 11\vesentliche j..nderungs­
absichteri 11 am Dai.senbergertext bekanntgegeben. Schein­
bar sind ihm die Sch1t1ier1gke1 ten , die dabei eini;reten, 
nicht in vollem Umfange bekannt d.h., daE diese Ab­
sicht eine Neuschopfung bedeuten muBte , die nicht ge­
wollt ist. 
Der Textbearbeiter verhalt sich bis zur Stunde anonym. 
Das E~gebnis wird sich von detYTextstreichung 1970 si­
cherlich nicht Fesentlich unterscheideno 
Als Grundlaz;e soll der Ihnen bereits zugegangene, schon 
mit Streichungen versehene Text verwendet werden. 
Inwieuerc die ' Ant1-D1ffamat1on-L1ga' nach ihrem Besuch 
in Oberammergau auch mii; Kardinal Ratiin6er ins Gesprach 
kam, ist nicht bekannt geuorden . 
Die Herren wollten auch versuchen, uber den Hl. Stuhl 
in Rom eine Nachricht an Kardinal Ratzinger zu vermit­
teln. 

Im Bayer. Rundfunk kam gestern ,16. Mai - 18.20 Uhr, 
eine fleldung von einem internationalen Kongre.B christ­
lich-Judischer Zusammenarbei t in 1rlien, von dem aus eine 
Demonstration in Oberarnmergau seplant ist. A.Plerikanische 
Bischofe und Judische Organisationen i.renden sich an die 
Reiseveranstal~er und an die Flu~linien , Oberammergau 
nicht in Ihr Progr amm aufzunehfilen . 

Die rleldune,en uber Textbearbeitunf; des Daisenbergertextes 
• 

sind f adensc1'/einl.6, denn im Gemeinder a.t uurde daruber bis 
Jetzt noch nicht beraten. 

Mit freundlichen GruDen 
verbleibe ich 
Ihr 

- l {.--Cp~ , ~ ,(.:_ IH -!Jo""" 
(Hans 8chwaighofer) 
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-~Atil b eii ft§ g ('dfil<Bnns~lbl:m ~a' ~llllfut Res@Il tm tft.o IDl 

mrnn.d ~Oykott= W m.·rmllll1i'.llfi ZIDllf "§pitenwa~l 
Oberam'ttergau (uc;) .,... Sollte der 

neue Gememderat die Auffuhrung 
der baisenbergcr-Pa~siofl!.980 be­

' schl,lcl3!tn, werdl}n die M1tglteder 
der ,,Arbeitsgememschaft Pas­

' sion"~ von denen die Rosner-Pro"' 
be getragen wurde, "!hre Mitwir-

> kung~ ver\T'e!ger'h. ~as ist der 
Kem einer Resolution, die nun 
nacll' etl'istimniiger denehrmgung 
dur"ch etwa 100 anwesende M1t- i 
giledcr ah "den Gememderat geht 
Awkrdem - Wurcte angeh-undigt, 
dal3 an der Rosner-Passion we1-
tergearbe1tet werde, um die In-

. ~zemeivng zu vol}ehden 
Auf kufzfr1sbgc Emladung der 

Arbeitsgememschaft waien uber 

100 M.itglieder gckommcn, um ergeben babe, dall d1eses Spiel 
s1ch ,!lber die Ere1gm'>!.C clcr let?• eine t1ef emgeflc1:ichte negative 
ten -Wochen .LU mtormiercn Re- Emstellung gci;enuber cler_3udi­
!oim-~p1elle1ter ·Hans Schwajgbo- schcn Re!1g1on und dem Jud1schen 
fer verlas dazu die Antwoi:t des Volk w1dersp1egele, einc Emstel­
,,Amer1cart Jewish C91111tee", im., , lung, ~die durch ge•v1sse christh­
terzeichnet von Rabbiner Marc H che Trachb.onen konserv1ert, wor-
Tannenbaum, an die Gemcmde I den ist" '• ' 
bzw. an dje "Burgerm1ha.tive" Wciterbm ~onnte Schwa1gho!er 
auf elJ!eJ! Walµkarppfbnef vqn • de'n Te.'<t, emer .,Momtor"-Sen­
Wemer Notz. In diesem sechs- dung vom 28 Marz, dle AuBcrun· 
se1t1gen Schre1ben stellt Tannen· •,gen von Kardmal Ratzinger im 
baum ci}e grundSatziiche S-teffung- Munchner Presseclu9, den Wort: 
nahmE!_ der 3udtschen aiperJ!c3!ll- laut d~r Fernsehsendung aus dem 
schen Klrche klar Kath Tagebuch, die Auae-rungen 

Es wurde darm auf eme emge- von Bundcsprasident Scheel bet 
hende Analyse des Da1senberger·, de!" ,,Woche der ~tUdcrl1cbke1t", 
Textes vor 1970 'l.erw1esen, die (FOTt.setzung ul>eTMchste S_eite) 

--------~-- - __ • _ _ _ _ ,_ - - ' .. ' ._. ..-1,._ .-.:._ .. ; _ ....._ 

I 

. . ·. ~it Re§(bil11m1i~ll11 1lllim<dl BoYkott ,~- o ~~h · "· 
t \ 

\ 

'I 

., 
" , 

,' 

. 
' 

I • 

I ~ 

Fortsetzung ~ls ,,erschuttcind" beze1~hnete: tung kame eme.r Neuschopfung . 
es Schw'!1ghofer, dJC3 bc1 Fuhr!Jn· ' glelch_ • ~ 

emen Auf~ati \.On Profec;sor Zieg­
ler ails Mamz m1t dcm T1t<>l "Pni.­
s10 nova ii! Obcram'mi'"i !M U 7w1-
scben rehg1oc;cm Volkssp1el w1d 
'rt.hg1osem Fe:.tspiel" und ver-

i;en nn Pa<;s1onsth1>,1tcr den• Be- 3 Die Rosnci pt'obe h.it be,.,.c:". < -

• '· schicdcnc Gesprachsergcbm:.se be-
kanntgcben -

Interessant waren auch die 
Auszuge au:. "N~stra aetate" (Il 
Yatlkc1msches Konz1l), die das 
Verhaltms von Chnsten und Ju­
den beleucliten und den Stand­
punkt der katholischen Klrche 
klarl~gen • 

Sc:Pwa1ghofers •gravierendste 
Aussage war, dall Professor Fort­

·1 ner, Dr, Fink iind er sel'b.:.t s•ch 
• klar dafubN s~1en 125 die Ros~ 
" ner-Pac;s1on voilendet werde d h 
_ da!3 ayf der Eac:is der !}Ufgezc1gtcn 
Yerbesserungsmdghch:Keiten \ve1-
ter gearbc1te1. ~et"de -und ·<fall be­
l'e!~ 1m- M, i'-eme Arb'eitss1tzung 
sta ttfµid~ 

r - • ---r--- - --' 

. ' 

' 1 " 

. 
" 

' . 
- - ; - -

' . 

~uch~1~ au~ An~t_!ig~ n..ir de~ Dai- sen, claO d1esc Fas<;ung SO\" Ohl 
~~enberg!,?rte:i..t \O!\ 1970 vorgelcgt vom Te'Ct .d!I autn \.On dcr InszE'· 
we1'de Au! die Fragc nJt.h Clem n1e11mg we1t 1us starJ,er ist ah, 
nosnertext we1de abc1 nur du: d D .. 
Antwort erte1lt ,,Dm konnen Sic as :usenuc•rgerc:p1el 
s1ch aul dein l\1°ullplatz suchen " 4 Die Warnungen von auBen, 

f>ie Res~lution der Arbeit;ge- von der kathoh<;chen und evangc-
memo;chaft, die \Oii dcr Ver- hscll~n Kuch~, yon de1 1ud1schen' 
sammlung ohne Ge.,E'nst1mme an- Se1te und den Mac;<:~nmcd1en kon-:• 

., ncn 1m Intl"1 e<;se ObC'> pmmcrgaus 
genommeJ! wurde, lautct n1cht ubergangen '"e1dcn , 

.,Aus f9l~endcn Grut]den lehnt ' 
d.u~ ~rbeitsgcmcmschatt eine Auf-:. Sollte der RosnerbcschluC den-
!uhrung des D.usenb~rgertextes , nodl umggstoOen we1d~n. sower-
1980 ab den die Mitglieder dcr Arb~tsge- · 

memschart von lbi'em demolerati-
1 Das Da1c;enbergersp1el 1st in schen, Recht Gebrauc.'l machen, 

bteranscher Hms1cht dein Rosner- eine Sache die nichf uber:zeugt 
text we1t unforlegen ·- CDa1<;enberrer!assung) und dle 

2 ' :Qer J?a1senbe1gcrtcx~ et}t~ n 1ch Anc;1chl df'r J\rbe1tsgefnem-, 
spncht zudem mcht den Forde- <;cl\aft nUT Nachte1le fu1 Ober-
rtmgen deo; II' VatlkamschC'n Kon- nmm~rgau bnngt- mcht 7u, unte1-
:i:1ls und kann 1hnen <iuch mcht 5tut:ren, d f'!. Autgaben mcht zu 
angepa.l3t werden Emc Obe1arbe1- ~bcfne!lmen " • 
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Von uns erc m Rcdaktl'onsm1t.gl1cd Hannes Bul(;cr 

O 'ti r r :1 m n1 l' r i: au, 4 1\1,11 - l\t1t rmctn J>r111i:ltd1t,r1l,:inlt .11: h 1~ cJ,c I\'h l11 lu•1' d1 c. n c-urn Gc­
mc111drr1ls bcrc1t, m d<'r cr~ll 11 clrr lwn,llh11cr1 11cl1 11 "•1111111: •lie I• 11"d11111u11,~ hu d 1\ l'.w,!011'­
,,,11cl 1'1110 z.i1i:un~trn clcr hcrl4ii111111hchC'n um~tt 1llc11c 11 I> u'C'll\Jl'IJ::cr-1 :1,,ung ;:ctro£Ct.n Oimc 
;, cltc1 c llcrnhmi:cn wurdc cl:l1111t - "1c uh \Vnhllrnn111f .ini:clrn11d1i:l;.... vom Anh.~1 .. t•C' J, ur­
r:rrmr1,lcr, Ern~l Z\\ Ink dcr Jlc~chlull des altcn Gcm1•111tleral\ a111 :.,chohcil, 19SO t.111c cr.ncucrto 
Jn~1c111cru11g dcr it:noc~n I'ass10 Nova vou Fcrd111antl Hoi.ncr iiuf1UCuhrc11 

D:i-: Them:i stand nicht :me dc1 Tagc-:01dnuntt, 
"" ""' l?C;.:cnubcr P1co; ... cv!Hlrcle1n Im den 8 
Mai angckund1gt ''''01 dcm Del Anh :ig wm de un• 
ter dcm Punkt .,An!1a1ten" nu<; den Re1hcn des 
Cicmcmclc1 ;ii<; <!llll!cb1 ,1chl Die auc. emcm unge­
riu•m li.11 IC'n Xommun:1lw.1hlk:i1npf hcrvms::~ 
1::in••rnr l\ldu h< 1L \Oil I'.? .1u 'l S111r n !ur cite 

n,11,1•nh11 l-l'l ·l'.111<'1" h.1t nut cltt''t I Obr11 um­
pdunit <1111 J.1li1 cl.111'f•cn Qur111111 1111 l'.i,i.io111:.­
sp1ddod unc neu~ Wende i:r;::cbcn 

Der I<onfl1kt durrtc nllcrdings erst scmem Ho­
hrpunkt zulre1ben, dn :ingro;1cM<1 de1 anl1sem1l1-
"Chrn Sil uktur dco; J);i1-:enbc1 grr-Sp1cts well• 
wc1tr 111ch,chc u nd ch11 ... thrhc Prolc~lc 1u c1-
'' nrl<'n ' 111d D1<' .1\1 bl•tl.,l!rmc..111,ch,1Cl P:i''.!Oll", 
drr chc mc1_c;.tcn l\11twnkl;'ndt•n dcr Rcfom)probe 
und d em Ro:;ner-Sp1el 1m J 1h1 e 1977 und dam1t 
w1chtlgc Sp1elerpersonltchkc1~cn a ngehoref!, hat 
kurzhch an~ekuqd1g~. s1e werde eme Da15enbcr­
}?cr-AuHuhruns: nieht unler~lul1cn und keme 
AuCgabcn ub<'1 nchmrn Ein Gcrncmde1-;it h.1t m-
7\\ 1~rhrn C'111c lniti 111vr .111rC'l,u11clr;•I won:ic.h 
i:cc1gnctc Sp1clc1 au:. elem Do11 \om Gcmemd1..'-

r:it mil Rollc>n bcnuflt.1;:it und bet Ablchnung 
I! 101 von dc1 M1lw11 kun • am llas~1on§l>Plcl a4_~ 
geo;chJo,,cn we1<.11•11 o;olh n 

Ve1 lrctcr dcr Gememdc•1,1to,mcl11 hc1t um Bur­
irer1ne1,lcr 7.wmk bc>g1 m11kte11 1h1 c 1'.ntc.chc1-
duni.: 1111 d.1~ D.11c.cnl5cr1•1'1 -C.p1t I mil elem W11lr n 
ckr Olir1:1iilmeu!.n1cr TI111,<n, drn man 111 rc'­
'PPJ..11111•11 h.1br llun luc>ll < :1•nwm<lc r .tt Il<•lmul 
l•'r ... l11r1 (CbU) 1 nti.:el!cll, d 1U mil 111o1"1vcn Dc­
cmnu~sun~cn u nd TaLs.ichcnvc1qr~hupgen, spc­
z1cll bc1 der And16hung w1ftschait!1chcr Folgen 
cine1 Reform, d1e~er sogcnannte Burgerw11le 
e1~t cr7cugl worden set. ,.Man kann die Vc1ant­
wotluns: JCL7L nu.ht emfach den Buri::e1n m che 
St.huht• sch1cbt.n, du: mJn zuvor nu.hL. i..ichhch 
aufgckl.11 that " 

Imme1hln hatte mcht nur die refotmbere1te 
Mmd!?rhe1t m Obera!Jlmert;<!U gerate_n, s1c_h vor 
emcr Anderung des Gcmemderatsbeschlusses 
fur Rosner noch g1 undltch !Till. den Argumcntcn 
d ct J),mrnbc1~c1-Gci;-ne1 ;iu,c1n.indeC7uo;1.l..tcn 
und cl1<' uhrt cl ,... Dorf h111 1u ... u1ulcndcn Kon-.c­
quuvcn .tu ul>1:rdCnjccn 

;! ZVi • t,.. "' •A • b;f.l ~...,f"'I'"" •;r,- , rl'•••.-,"- r ,... '\r""'" f .- lfif~h. ,,Q\iU! 9hi~ _ .iJ~~ ~ .... ~_ ~' ~.;_c ..... :~"'~·~~~~ 
Nirh <fC' t ~Copnpr obr 1 CJ77 halle rk1 fu1 Dre Vet llctrr dr1 Jl11!1 di(' 1 H<l1r,1<.n lie ll<.r1 

Obc-1,111111wn:.1u ru,t.111d rc.c: Jt.1· 1onnlb1,chor ,1ut.n kLlll< rl .lwl 11d 111 111. ~ 1 A1 .. t .. ,u,i~ d ,f, 
h mr C)d1\\ .11 1cnbock !ti .... u:l cm \~ei.: zm uck zu de1 Kon Lhklpun 1,l nILlh 111 ' .ni:<<.n ,104, ud <.11< \ 
Il<1i-c:'11hr1 "1'1 c;.p1 mt hl mrlu vm ctrll\)m Und dc1 Auo;d1 uLJ..cn hc~t d11: 111 .. 1 ,,(, r ,, .Ln 1.1> 11w', 
r 11b1,clwC \on Muuch<'n und r1 c1,mg l(,u din.ii 'ondc1 n 11n dt ,1m 1llll gi-u1t 1. Au1~ '"' 11l.l D . .11,111-
Rat-111~11 hatlr hu1;hch 'c-1 hutcn tnc.,cn, dJs be1cc1 ,,& 1..,l un ... c1c Al1li .... .... : o ,f~ .. u 1c 1~c­
Mm1mum cl,1~ C'r \On clrn Obc1 .umnc1;:1uc1 n er- .ubc1lu11;, wcdr1 S.1c11..hll11,.,1.n J\ud• Kor 1cl<I u-
'' :it le c11 11nc Anp,1<:<:1111{! d1•<: Dnr"c nbc 1 :;:ct -Tr'~ ll n und d1 un.1lt11 "1 .. c.h, •, 111.1,, <.!,< ... c (cib<'n .~c- , 
tr ... ;m dtc Ill 'l hlu ...... c. ctr .. 7 \\l 11< I\ v.1ttk.1nt ... chrn lh\lllllr) T.11 ... \die \II.)\ I (II ( h( I\ J,111)1\( 11 J )11• D II• 
Ko111rl" 1r 1 ld,u un;' ubr1 cltC' luclcnl Bm;.:c1111c1- .,cnu1'r "c1 -Ve1 c.1011 w11 tl 111 un'u un L.111dc 1m­
o:t<.'1 z" mk h.1l d.t oLCrnbiJI l\.llcl('H' Vor<:lt tlun!(rn. met nls rm Au-.cll"llLk .m11 ... rm1.h<.1lC~ C.elllhlc I 

denn er c;\cllll' lbd1;.:lich m """"1chl, m:in wotle sco;chLn und alo; ~olLllCl ,1bi.clchnt wc1x!C'n" 
rl;:t" D.11 .. 1·nbe1 ge1 ~spiel ,.em b1£.lchcn ubetni\.>e1-
lC'n" 

n I< Amt 11k mrcchr h lrl1'l hr Kom1I<'<' (A.TC) 
h 1\h dotl'll'l'O hll ! l)<: ll\l l1 lblllotl Ill ('rl\lm Jl l rlf 
:m Uut f!<'l 11tl'1o;te1 7\\ mlt ckul hl h i:cm.1cht, wcl.,,. 
1 he i:r11nct .... 1t1l1rhC'n t:nm :111dc \'On den dutch 
Da1~rnbe11:rrs Stuck bcttoflcncn Juden erhobeu 
\\ c1drn . Wu· konprn n1cht o;t,1rk i:cnug bctonrn, 
cl.11l clc-1 1\\1 .... :.11!c l><'t D.11-:rnb<'1s::rr dn<1 Thcma 
d1•1 I'olh•ltlt\ ~tlmlct dr1 Jud<'n .1111 'l'odC' J~su 1u­
~1 uncl1· h<'~l'' o;d111rb dc1 Nc1llonc1ld1rcklor des 
AJC, Rabin Marc Toncnbaum. 

grnkomm1,.o;1on b1tte nach der lct?.ten hm t um­
k .nnpCten D.11scnberl!er~AuUuh1 ung 1'170 allc 
hr~lo11cchrn und theolot:1"Cht'1'i Einw.mde gC,:fon 
dr1• ... ro: r ,., .... onc ... p1rl d<'l.11llrr1 t 111~.11nmcngU,1Bt 
untl :inh.111ll \ 011 BP1c;p1elrn nu <: Tc"<t und Dar­
~tcllung <'Ille c1ndeul1g ant1Jud1sche Tendenz 
n:1chgl'\i.1c~rn W1e ~1ch :iu<i drr S 1trung vom 
r.t1lh\or h nun e1gab 1st d1cc;c Slud1e vom Dm­
<1.nbc 1I?< 1-Anh,111:: offcnbm nt<'ht 1ur Kenntnis 
J?E'11011m1C'n "01 cl<'n B urire1 me1c;tcr Zwmk m<'m,,, 
tr \OJ clu Abc;ttmmun~ • Die neucn Grmcmdc-
1,111" br 1ud1r11 ch{•c;r C)lurl1e ntt'hl 1u J,r1mcn" 

Nolh 1m Ap11l h.1tkn s1ch dr1• Ce,cllscha!tcn 
f~·r <'hi l'I hrh·Jud1M.hc Zuo;,11nn\Lnarbc1t" von 
l\luncht'n, A1,1gsbl_:!Jg und Rq;cn!>blllg s1cl) m e1-
nem A pprll :lg_ die Obe1 a nun c t gaucr Bcvolke­
rung J!C\\ .mdt Dabe1 \Valen vot ;l!Jcm d ie Vcr­
anh\ 01thche~1m Do1I gebeteri wo1den, ,.den le­
be"ndteen und &elbslkr1ti!lchrn n1:ilnr<" :i,,,. vn:i 

D.1r111fh1n h 1tll• <hr n111r'l'ltntl1.1trvc tn Ohr1 -
.mmw11'.•U, cl11 1111ln111l tur d.1c; D1,...111h<11•1t-
8p11 I t 'llUl rmlt 1ll m 1 uu 111 l :r 11 r 1l 1hl>1 T 1m n ­
b .u11n I>< tchil, 1<11l1k mu .,._ ,1u<.11 bLC:1 undcl c;rin 
M.mn wunschc dutch tu.,, bis AnC.m.:: M.11 chc 
1ud1~chen Vo1slclhm{!cn und K11l1kpunklc 1u 
hoten" Drnn ,,Wn konnc'n nm Krit1k bcruck· 
s1chlli:rn, dtc unc; 1mti:cl<'1ll wu d " 

b1c (!1•wun~chlcn ,,I<ulll,p11nklp" l1C'rC'n (1 crltrh 
SCll dLht J.ihren ltn ObLI olll11UCl~.1ucr n.tlh.1\ll> 
sclmf1!1ch vor Eme clu1stllch•Jud1schc 'lhcolo-

Judcn und Chi 1<;len ubcr cite GI:iubcn,ftagc de:. 
K1 ru1cs 1uqandc g<'kommcn '>Cl, mcht ,,dunh 
Ub<'I hoitc mn ... r11l~l~1'll< 11" 7U !,<'l 1hrclcn ,,}Ill 
p 1~"1onc..,p1cl w11 d ht ult. unauffuh1 b.1r, wcnn <., 
nut dcm I.A•tcl!.n ck<; Men<.ch1.n,ohncs nit.ht 
St.huld und Sch1ck~1l dcr Mcns~hcn 1um Aus­
d1 uck l>fmitt " 

DCl Gemcmclrr.lf rdcl in Obct ll!)m<'I j::;iu hm• 
gcgen mcml<, J\nh<,c1ml1c.tnu<; sci cm pohtt_i.Ch<':. 
Th< inn und die Juc!1 n solllcn c.1LI\ dtc Frn;:c 
s1cllci1,' ob c<; !u1 :.1c ~ul :.c1 .,:.1cn m chr1sthc~e 

• G!.1ubt.nsr1as;:1.n e1_!\l.Utnll>Chcn". (S1ehc aucn 
Lc1l.i1 ukcl a ur SCILC 4) 

• 
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Ecmmentnt 

Ein Passno~sspne~ a~s PoHtH(um· 
VON HANNES BURGER 

', 

Kem Hahn wurde nach dem Gezank unfor 
dem K1rchturm 'lion Oberammergau krahen, 
wenn die volkstumhche Darstelhm: der Passion 
Jesu Chnsh nlchts we1ter , • .;re :ils naives Dorf­
theater Dies ist s!e aber ldl'i~~t ni1.ht mehr - aus 
verschledenen Grunden, dercn 1';:n.muhe1ung aus 
dem Oberammergauer Pal>l>1ool>ip1el emen P!d.­
zedenzfall und Preshgestr~1t•werden lieB D1e 
)uogste Entsche1dung des Gememdcrate<> 1n dem 
5000-Seelen-Dorf. eme bercits beschlossehe Re­
form des Pao;s1onssp1els w1eder zu. verwerfen, 
durfte denn auch Konsequenzen haben die weit 
uber-den Ammergauer Dorfanger hlllclUS pohh-
schen Arger verursoichen werden • 

Dazu 1st in Ermne11.1ng zu ru!en, daB das 
11 ' 6berammergauer Pass1onssplei' auf emem Ge­

lubdc des Jahres 1634 basi~ end 1m Lauf :.cmcr 
'fast 350Jahr1gen Tradition meht"und mehr zu e1-
nem kommunalen WJrt'>chaftstaktor und zf1 lll­
ner oberbaye:i6chen Touristcnattr.iJ..t1on gcv.or­
'den 2st Dank emer gesch1cldcn We1bung z1ch~ 
diis wobl bckannteo;te P.:lssionsspiel der Welt alle 
zehn Jahre rund eme halbe Million B2sucher m 
das groBe Fre1hchtthc..iter In dcr Fremdenvc1-
kehr~\~erbung fur Bayern und die Bundesrepu­
Ql!k m Ubersee geho1 t Oberammergau in .die 
Reihe solcher Bcgrille -.i.1e Komgsschlos:.er, 
'J)ayreuth, Ho!brauhaus und Oktoberfest 

D1es 1st der elne Grund di'ifur, ' dafi man 1m 
, Konfllkt!all mcht mehr so tun kann, als handle 

~ , es •uch um eme kur1ose gC'mcmdei.nterne Ange-. 
legenhe1t au! der Theaterbuhne gclubdetreuCl.' 
Holzschmtzer im Ammertal Del.' andere Grund; 
der das Passionssp1elthema ubettegional mter­
·essant macht, 1st die Tatsache, dall s1ch m den 
Jetzten zwanzig jahren, spezlell se1t dcm II Va­
bkamschen Konn!, zwischen Jude_n und Chn-

- • sten eme Verst.indlgung angebahnt hat, die fast 
2000 Jahre lang mcht vorstellbar erschien Dazu 
gehort zum emen <!ie Ruckbesinnung auf die ge­
me1osame Wurzel in de1 Btbel und zum andeien 

' 'f 
die mssenschafthcp~re, som1t emohonslo::.ere 
4'\ufarbe1tung der Konfhktstof!e um die zu:.,. 

;: , oacbst inner1ud1sche ,,Glaubenso;paltung" in Ju-

Unterdruckung und Vcrmchtung vOn Jutlen mi' 
christhchen Abendland abgegcben 

D1ese leidvoll~ Etf::ihruns 1st das fl.r 'lr1ele 
J.Vlenschen un'versta'ldhche Mohv des Karrpfes, 
clen rebg1ose Autolltaten des Judenh.ms geeen 
dJe weitere, unknttsch~ Ve1breitung emcr, 1-i.d1-
sche11 Kollektivschuld am Gottcsmord • fuhren 
Nach 'der Koirektur der o!fwel!cn kirchhchen 
VetJ...uncbgung ruckten halbrellg1ose Pub11kums­
veranstaltungcn wie Pass1on:,!>p1ele m den.Bhck­
punkt Da aber Oberammeigau das m dcr Welt 
bcJ...annteste Pass10nssp1el mit den groCter :'.::e<;\t­
cherzahlen auffuhTt, lag' e'> fur d1e m l;11c. ~1 Sa­
che engag1e1 ten Juden nahc, h1c>r den .Moclellfall 
fur cme auf Vcrslandigure z1clcnde Reform zu 
suchen Als von det Interpi etat1on Jiu er e1gE.nen 
Rclu::ions~cschichte M1tbetro1fcne kano man ih­
nen dec;halb nicht Emm1srllung m fremoc Anr.c­
J.cgenhc1tcn VOt'VreJfen Auf!crcfom te1Ien chnst•I ' 
l1che Instanlen ih1c Emwaoda. -

Nachdon die .3b 1960 1m Dorf mtensi" bctric­
benen Rcfonnbemuhungcn durch Ruc1';;o!f a\.f 
em c1lteres, barockc~ Passionsspiel au'i ae. Obcr­
amcnergauer Tradthon 1968 am Geme•nd@rat ge- ... , 
scheitert warC'n, 'gab es bcreit» zum P<J.sc;1onssp1el · - .r 

• 1970 welt" cite Protc:.te D1e Intei'Ventto"l Roms 
wurdc \on Kardinal Dop!ner mrt dem beruh1~ 
gcndcn· Hinwe1s :iuf e10c m Au!trag ge6cbene 
u~erarbeitung des kntis.erten Textes be:intwor- ., 
tet, die· abcr vo'l den Oberammergaueti' mcht 
emstgenommen \.,,urde Dopfner ver\vc1certc 
innen daraufhm erstmals die kirchen-offiz1elle 
Anerkennung DJe BoykottmaBnahmen 1ud1-
scher Organ1sat1onen 2n Amcr1ka fuhrten zu er- ~ 
hebl1chen Schaden fur die Lufthansa und deut­
scbe Re1severanstalter 

-:- f" 

den nio!>a1schen Glaubenl> und m Judeoch1!sten 
• Der schw1c:mgste Punkt io. chesem Schmtt­

puokt der Jud1schen und chnsthchen J3eh­
' .- , :1onsgesch1chte 1st zwc1fellos die Emordnung 
• , ·von Je!>US Chnstu~ m die Jud1sche Messiasge­

scluChte, ' se•ne Beurteilung durch die rehg1osen 

In der peut1g1m S tuation 1st die Oberammer­
gaucr Enlsche1dung noch we,t meh r em Poht1-
k-um D1e Juden lasseo kemen Zv;e1~l daran, 
daJ3 die Herausforderunz fur s1e ernst .st, die 
chr1sthchcn Kirchen konne11 und , .. ol!en welt­
v.e1te Verstand1E,ungsbemuhungen Z\v1s1.hen den 
Rcli~1or.cn nicht durch die komme1 z1ellcn Inter­
el.sen sorslo-;er Dorlpoht!kcr gefdhTdcn lasi.en 
Fur die Pohti~ abcr stellt s1ch die Fr.igc, ot\, 
mcht cmc mtcrnaltonale Debattc uber Ant1sen11-
t1~mus m Wcstdeutschland heute mehr Schadcn 
!ur den ,,hc.1llhchen Deut~chLn" annchten kano, 
als man emcm solch unpohtischen Nebensch..iu­
platz zutraut 

'-i'. 

Autoritaten seiner Ze1t, l>eme Verurte1lung m ci­
nem komp1merte'n ProzcB- Wechselsp1el und 
schllefihch seine Hmnchtuni: durch dte iom1sche 

• , - Besatzungsinacht D1e ~ontroverse, emghonsge,,, 
ladene und oft polemtSche Darstelk.ng dieser ge­
memsamen H1stor1e zwe1er grollcr Rehgionen 
hat sowohl ~hr1stenverfolgungcn verursac!lt, als 
auch ~ uni!! dies vo~ c1llem - da<; rehg10:.e 
Grundmohv oder cf~ wtllkommenc Ahb1 fur dJe 

Nc1.chdcm die l!:rlahrung von 1970 vorhegt un'd 
eine sp1e!bare Alternative in Oberammergau 
vorhegt, durfte der nachste Konf1'Jd ha1 ter wer­
den als der letzte Und m e·r-e~r mternat1onalen 
Ausemandersetzung uber Antisem1t1smus wer­
den dcr ~urgcnne1ster und der Pfarrcr von 
Ob~r.immer£,au mcht mehr die pohtiscl.en und 
k1rchhchen Gc,p1ach!.par tne1 scm, die m dcr 
SchuBlmt~ stcnen Ausoadcn mul>~en Cl> andcre. 

---- - i ------· - ..1-- - .. ----·- --- -* - ·--
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Rud1£Ser etol.ze : Das Echo von Oberammergau· 

Man wollte es e1gent~1ch bis zuletzt nicht glauben: daB die 

Gemeinde Oberammergau allen Erfahrungen, allen Ratsc~lagen und alle 

Wissen zum Trotz aM alten Pass'ionsspiel festhalten wilrde. Jetzt hat 
~ 

der Gemeinderat mit dem Beschlu~, auf e1ne Reform des Pa&sion~ppiel . 

' auf der Basis der vorliegenden Arbeiten ung Versuche zu verzichten, 
~ 

au ch gegen sein Gew1ssen verstoBen. Mehrheit schutzt -vor Torheit 
'-

ni'cht. .. 
>. ( I . • 

Harte t!orte, verehrte Horer, in der Tat. Aber die Oberammerga1.1er 

werden noch mehr in d1eser R1chtune zu horen bekommen. Zu _ Rech~, wi• 
' , 

ich meine. Die 2achlage 1st' namlich einzigartig: D1e.K1rchturm-

politik aus dem Holzschnitzerdorf, falls man das, was geschehen ist . \ t 

uberhaupt noch ais solche beze1chnen kann, erregt weltweites J~urse~ 

Batte sich d?s Drama von Oberammergau 
I 1\ 

so oder ahnlich woande's 
• I ~' , 

I 

abg_espiel t, konnte raan es bestenfalls als P~ovinzposse zu den ~Y.ten - . ' 
' leeen. Aber Obe~aMrnergau 1st anders. Es war durchaus eine ' Leistung 

seiner Burger und der Gemeinde, daG s1ch das Spiel vom Leiden und 

dem Tod Jesu Christi zu einer weltbekannten Attraktion entwic~elte. 

Doc~ damit st1ee auch die Verantwortung, und der konnen sich Jetzt 

dle Oberammerg~uer nicht m€hr entziehen. 81e betr1f!t nicht nur 

.... --sie. - seloer, sondern auch unser Land, das V..e.Phaltnis der christlich: ------------- - -~ --- . -- --- - ....__ -
'----und--Judischen Relig_±~:men Z\leinander und das Ansehen, das. wir, di~ 

- - • ----- - ------- -=:7 

wir oft als dJ_e_!.!_hassl 1 chen Deut.s_c.bJm..1' verschrieen sind, in d~r .:::::::::__ ======- c:.--· =-· -
W lt .. \ e gen!.ess~!J · 

----- - ------
Deshalb waren die Oberammereauer, von wem auch 1rpmer, Schlecht 

- beraten, s1ch n1cht um die Meinung von auBerhalb zu kummern. Die 

Reformgegner fuh:rten neben dem ' E1nwand, die vorliegenden Versuche 

se1en schon zu sehr Kunstspiel und.zu weit vom Empfinden der 
. 

Bevolkerung entfernt, 1mmer w1eder wirtschaftl~che Argumente ins 
- .. I 

\ ., ..: 
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~.-:wurd~ man das Passionsspiel andern meinten sie , kamen wen1ger 
, I .. , Zuschauer ins. Dorf. Aber scho'n Jetzt voraus·zusehen.:. Genau das "rird . 

, I 
eintreten, wenn die alte Fassung die nach den l~rten des , 

U1'"''1f ... J, \ ' • 

' ' 

BUrgermeisters nu.r) bea,r5eit~l we:d,en soll ,
1 

gespiel t w1rd. 1370 

r 'iefen Judische Organisatiqner z\l einem Boykott der Oberam.rnergauer 
I 

Passion auf. Viele Besucher, . jvor alle~ aus den_ USA, mie~en 
' , 

daraufhin Auffuhrungen und den Holzschnitzerort. Auch die 
- , . , , I - i • 

Katholische Kirche ging auf Distanz. Sie versagte 1970 den ·' . ,, ' \ . ' 
OberamMergauern und ihrem Spiel die kirchlich-off 1ziei1e · 

Ane;kenn~ng~ Ni~hts s~richt dafu~· - unq nach den Jetzt erlebten 
' I '· ii ' I • ~ 

Entwicl-:lungen und Entscheidungen erst recht - daB sich daran etwas . ' - I . 
andern wird. Darilberhinaus gibt es Schwierigkeiten im eigenen Haus. 

I 

- 1 • 
t I • <II,. , , . I . -

, .._ , Viele ffjrger, die zum M::i, tspielen berechtigt und fah1e; sind, 
. - - , I - -

verweigern d.e~ ~l te~ Fsissu~.g l ku~:fti~ ~ngag~ment und Mi tarb;~;,~ 
I t ,) I , 

, Doch neben d.iesen,_ das Dorf unmittelbar betreffenden Problemen,,- ~ 
f ,,'1\ \ t... ! I - ,1 ,.. 

steht die ubergeordnete Themat1k: Die allgemeine D~slrussion uber 
' I .. ' 

' •' ' 
Moglichkeiten und Grenzen deb Passionsspieis uberhaupt ,und die' 

I 
• I < 

~. Bebandlung des Vorwurfs, daB,die Juden am Tade Christi allein 

Schuld seien. I 

--
' 

I " < I 
-- -

Der Uazarenerstil der al ten Fassung ist nicht ~ ~e?ry zei tgemaB. M;_ t ' 
.... , • r .. 

' I - -
··, der ReforM1nszenierung fand eine ~ntperson1~iz1erung statt. Geiz , 

~ .CL - .. . - . 
~ HaB, ~a~ Bose sc~lechthin;C".;:d9~ als Allegorien dar~~~tel~t. · K~i; 

, Zweifel, ~aB dies den Einwanden der Juden entgegenRommt ,li11d auch 
I - I 

den Forderungen des 2.- Vatik~nischen Konzils entspricht. -Die 
' ' 

' j 
Oberammergauer h1ngegen wollen ihre Zukunft mi t den Fra:gi,rurd1glce1 te! 

I 
.. I I .... ~ 

aus der Vergangenheit gestalten, in der, soviel sei noch vermerkt, 
I .. I ,. 

das Pass1onssp1el h'ht1"tbW auch immer w1eder verandert wurde. ' 
I 

I ' -
Rasche Klarheit ' solle geschaffen werde~, begrun~eten di~ Gemeind2-

, ( I ' .. \ I • 
t ~ - , I I .. , 

rate' ' J hren uberraschenden Dr1ngl1chkei tsantrag - dami t eine 
I 
I 

Ber11h1gung un.t~r der Bevdlkerung eintritt. In Oberammergau mag' s nu 
I 

- - l . ' 
Yo11h1rrF>Y' t'P'!"'~Pn. in dcr 'T';;it. t.forP.n ~P.1r.P. Ru r P-"P.r ~hP.i' ce!=;~;:;Jb d;;~ t::r.hr 
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bet- und Ge~onghuch'< di<•nf'n "'otltn 
Es bt \)(., 1ndruck~nd ,u .. d•<n, 1n wckh 
< 1d foll1g,'r W<.1sc die ver~cht<.-d~n< n 

G:iben d1ucm Anl1q:en d1cn .. tb;.r gc-
• m:lcht \\ercJen 

Aber "'1c schon gel.act "Liebe• -
Liebe zur Sache, abcr wohl auch Liebe 
zur Kirch., und 1hren Clacdern m d<-n 

. ' 
Grmc md<.n, d1<. nun m1t GOT Jr •l 011 
ld>ul krlnncn ~"II' 11 -- ,.l,1d.1< m.iC'hl 
l rfuula i t'\C!t~11 

• Wc~:thu:h zum GO ITI SJ 01:\, B>n1l I b•• 
VJU lh.r~u1~.:cg(.b<n tm '\uflr41~ ckr Kom­
m1s,lon fur d.•s F1nhc1t~ge,angbuc'h von 
Jo•cl Scurrcrt unh 1 M1tw1rkuni: von Ru­
prrl Bc1gc1 Ountc1 Puffier und Frh>1cl 
Qu:id... Vcrl~r Jlc1du, F1e1burc-Ba<<!l­
W1cn 19if>-1978 

<u. )11 p•1nkl(\n, cltl u:iturl1< h ll\<.ht votl•ri 
t•l tl\. ,.,,t "t.ulrn )..., 1n~n, ''\.rd~n fnl· 
gt ndc OlJf• It gu111~cu :ln!•t ... td!t und bo -
w11r.1 In ClllCJ Zt1!sd1t tft rur gc1slhthc 
M1tbrudo.:1 '~ri:dcgt 

,,Pa§§IlO nova" nn OilDeramme:rg:arIDI 
zwischen :relligiosem V oil~\§SJIDneil 
und reTiigiosem lFesttspneil 

N.1c.l1 eoncm kvntn nhct; aur das 
SLlb>h<:r,l.indn1~ do!r P:h~lt>"l"Ptelc (I) 
soil auf doc -.rorge<cl11<n!L lier dcrzctt•­
gen Dt~kus."on :inhand eincr nucksch IU 

auf den Werdegang dcr Obera'llmer­
gauer Pass1onss;>iete {II), dcr Kr1ttk 
nach dem Zwc1len Wellkncg (IU) und 
der Jungsten Reformbcmuhungcn (!Vl 
sowc1t crngegangen wcnden, als es fur 
eme cigene Urteil<b11dung h11f•e1ch e~­
schc1nt Ht~rauf soll die P:>o:.<10 no,r;i 
und thre l'robeau!fiihrung sk1lz1ert CV) 
werd~n Oberlegungen h1crzu (VI) 1'1!­
deri dc:n J\h,cJ1Jull 

-'· 
Ein Dis'kussio~sbeitrag aus pastornler Sich! (1) 

I 

Pa.,,:ons~piclt, j:i ~der m~in? 
-' - Die Le1bvcrfa!lthc1t dr:ingt den Men-

Univ.·Prof. Dr. J'osef Georg Ziegler, Mainz - . 1. schen als eincQ vc1 korpc·ti'n Gc.sl ocl"r 

~ ... ..G..'(J'-~ /· i,. ft'...&£. ~·,U.·,~t_fi_ '?(11.!_iJ?• 'r{f ~~lZ '-. eincn verge1<t1gtc:i Korpcr dazu, sc1nc , 
/"< "'"' Y- "-. . Jnneren Jlaltungi'n Je\\ ~ls in eonl!tn .tU• 

1 . , •fiere'l Vcrhalltn aus~ut.lruc~en, .hm-
Am 13 August 1977 waren die Emwoh­
ner Ooera'llmergaus z:u e1ner Probeauf­
fuhrung dcr "P:iss10 nova" emgeladen 
Dadurch sollte ihnen ein Vergle1ch m1t 
dem b1Shengen Pass1onS!opiel ermllg­
licht und die Urte11sb1ldung erle1chtcrt 
werden Es !olgten noch scchs Auffuh­
rungen An der Au!!uhrung am 17 8 
konnte !ch tcilnehmen Jch be!and m1ch 
auf der Ruckfahrt von der Vertretung 
e1ner Pfarre1, die ich aui£ Anforderung 
se1t nunmehr 25 Jahren irgendwo Je­
we1ls Im Juli/August ubernehme, urn 
als Moraltheologe die Theone an der 
Praxt.s iu uberprilfcn ' Kun: vorher 
sah 1ch bet den Salzburger Festsp1elen 
H v Ho!mannthals ,.Jedermann". Da­
durch boten s1ch Vergle1chsmiighchke1-
hn ~ , 
Da~ Passtonsspiel m Oberammcrgau 

erlangtc du·ch seu~e Resonanz, die s1ch 
mcht o.uf Deuhchland und :;ogar Euro­
pa beschrankte, den Rang e1nes 10elt­
we1ten E1 e19rnsses Es uberschntt ll1 

seiner WirkJng den or!ltch~n w1e aoch 
den k1rchltc"li c-n Rdluncn D1es(s Kom-
phment mun man machcn Die vor al­
lcm vor zehn Tahren vori;cbr:ichtcn an­
t1scm1h•chen Quereten, dtc btS zur J\uf­
fordcrung 7U'' Boykott e<k.•l11:rt"n lin 
dern n1eht~ a" docscr Taba-=he Sae un· 
terstre1chr· s "v1elml':!tr 

Auf da~ gemetnsc .~ cln«lttchP In· 
teres;c ve1 \\Cl>l die off1.11tllc J\ul\c­
rung. die OKR H Gre1tcn~lern, dl'r Lei­
er de. Rc.re·.itc, fur K11chc und Kun~! 
m evangc!1stl1-lutlie11schcn J aodcskn­
hcnamt in Mun<hcn, vcroHcntl1cM 
.it t Dan~~ !- sotltc \1ch nicht nur die 
athol1>t.nc K1rche, son.Jern au<h die 
1hr 1rn H1nhi1ck au( die }>;"<1011"J>1clr 
nne1hch "<1burdc"le" evan;;el" chc 
'ttthc nach ~c.inu Ansotht "mo•<1l1'«h 
lark iur d <" neuen \Vee c1• • trcn 
umal er ctn hrc. te~ •11sl11n1n<n't,, Fcho 

m ·Pri:sse u;d in den i';fed;en gcrunde~, ausLudruckcn" Jnrolgt-d~3scn man1re­
hat" Lobend \\ 1rd d;e Friiheit von she1 t s1th auch e•ni.' lcb.-nd•JC rchg16se 
Jegltchem auc.h nur Jci~c;; Anflug von F.•n~t,-1•un~ in den \Cr,;(.h1!0d,nen For­
Ant1sem1l1smus" hc~vOt "ehob< n ab- nten au'rlercn \,.1d ge1ne1nsch.;rthchcn 
schwachend "einc D1Skre;an7 zw;>chcm Kulte' D •7 

• geho•~-n nc'L,·n d= ver- .!\ 
hoch kunstlcrischer lns1cn1trung um! sch1ed1•m n ·Hi-gesta1tun~tcll \'O'\ Gebct 
volkstUll)hcher Textfa~'ung" vt.-rmerkt und Opfer, l..un..tlerischcr und karitat1-

Katholtsche kirchcnamthch<" Stcl- ver Tat1gkt1! auch we 1ehg1o~cn Sp1ele. _

1 
lungnahmen tun s1ch als unrruttclb:ircr J~cs _J:cl1~1ow Spiel tst dcmnach zu­
Betro:Ct:ne schwer. Die Ents.cheidung nachst em smnenfalhge~.-Ak~ der Got- · t 
iibcr das Pass1onsspiel hegt ausschhe6- tesve~eltrung, der s:ch meht au[ eme 
heh be• der kommunalen Gcmeinde, die ra_honafe Yeri'opfung e1 nschranken ?as- · l 
e.. in e1gener Verantworlung durch- sen will, sondern den gesamten Men- I' 

fuhrt S1chcrhch '"urde 1949 vom Erz- schen m1t all semen Kr..tftcn ed:\SSen , • 
b1schof von Munthcn die m1sS10 canoni- und durchdnni:;en m&hle Im H1nbhck 'I 
ca crbelen und erlc.ilt Aber der dPr?E'tl auf die Zuschituer l>l es em Bekenntnis Jj 
zu<tanrflge Regumalbisdto! Fiani der cigentn reh:;1osen 'O'oerzeugung • • -1 
SchwarLenbock, dcr ~1c.h die P1ohcauf- lnncrh:ilb des chn>thchi'n Oftc!lba- •'l 
fiihrung cbcnfalls al!l 17 6 angC'idtt n tun~~'i;l.iubcn~ c:fan;:t Cl. ahnlich einer ~1' 
hat, wird w<>hl ke1ne off•~cllr Stt'l!Un!I- Btbh..t P311I1<•rum den R,n~ cine r Ver- , 
nahm! abgcben :' D.issclbc gilt vom km1d1y11n9 der fro1ten Bnt,d.aft von 
Ortspfarrer Josef Foistmayr Zw.ir h<t- der unf,•fibarcn l.itbc Gott~ D1csc 
ben P!arrer und PI~rrgemcmde1 ,1t Aot- surht den Mcn,ch<'n wic c•11 lhrte ' sc.n 1 
fang Fcbruar J97G fur das altc Spiel vo- veilot~nes S~haf, w:thro!1•d m aullcr- :.\ 
hcrt Das vorgcschlagene neue Spiel chri~thchcn Reltg1oncn der A1tsgangs-
knd1ere zu .sehr In R1chtuog emes reh- punl..t darin bcsteht, daG der Mensch J 
g16~cn Fc•t•p1elh w1e "Jedermann" Gott sucht ] 
oder Caf<lc1ons .Da~ grofle Weltlhea- Au!grund dcr d;idurch pro\·o71ert~~ I 
lcr". Der PC..rrer bce11tc s1ch mdcs, SCln ,-hristhchcn Kard111altui;end oer Dank- i 
Votum al• die pc "onltche Memung e1- ba1kc1t • schre1bt PJulu.. in 2 Kor 1,13 •..>j 
nr, Bu1i;c1< von Obtrnmn1crgau TU de- ,.lch gl,n1be, dn1 um redc. 1ch. (Ps.. 115,1), 'j 
kla21erc.o Wcnn m.1n allc1d1ng• J1e•t, 60 glaubcn ""• und dar!Am reuco auch, , , 
dP~flS icwc.1h vor cls•' n J\urruhrungu' der wir" In bcsQ11dcrer neuthC'hkeit moh- -.-••. 

a rrer mit den pith rn d<1• Vak1 un- v1ert dtcse 11\1fc!!:lc1i:te Grundhnlttm9 ~ 
scr gcbctct hat, sche)nl die Unte1 he•- gl(lub1ger Danl..bai'J..e1t die Ent<tehunc • ;!j 
bung der .efarrgtmcin11ltchen und und die Aufriiht ung e1nes Pass1on<sp1e- '··J 
pfarrlidu:n Stunrn 1hz>be m•hr dci au- les Zuglctch c1schhc!3t soi: :111ch dc11 Zu-
genbhckhc"licn S1tua!1on al~ dcrn fal.h- gang zum Vc1~t;indn1s Slmer mneren ;I 
st hen Ge w1chi Ru·1mu"L: zu lr.igen D1mens1on ,.Dc1 Terminus Pas"o'"- I 

Jedn Pa'"on..s,pot'I 1,t .wn.ioh-t em spu~I rnemt nu:H em Sp.1"1 ubc r d 1<' ' 
Tel1{!to<cs r1('1gn1s Darum hd! C' not- Pas<1or. Jc~u. soncle.n c1n Sv11'l ubt'• d•, I 
wc11<11~c1\\e1~e aulll Cl'\C 1m•tortt!e S1t1- durch d ie P .1ss1on Jc~u vo:r\\1.l.!tcMe ~ 
te Vorw1egcncl unte1 d1csem sc.<"lsor- Fri. <11ng Dcsh.ilb f,h:t dll\ P.1.,.1i>ns-
gc1 luh~11 A~pckl und wcnigct von sp1elen 1n> G<>gcnsal~ zu ck, 11'1 I{11-
k1111~ 11.,, 1'Chcn oder a-thcltschen Ge- Ch('nJ:tlu rc~t vcr:inl..ct kn O•t.r- und 

i 
I 

·1 11 • ' 

>l 
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\\ tihn 'chh<p1ek-n- e1n.t> ent-p11 ch• n<k 
Btndung 3n e.U) tk>Hn1ml1.':> AuHuh· 
rung-;d:lt\tnl ".s 

Die Sch" 1<·rii;l..l1\ b«t<'hl dum, d~' 
h1>fo1 :.>lhc f ""ll"'' VOil ·rod und A11r­
c1 .. tlnU 1g du Hurn t.erstu"-:fhch 111 <he 
Cegen•< nrt 1u11z11<etze11 Vo1bcd1neu1 g 
d aru 1~!. daO du: JCWc1b s1ch andc•1 nd~ 
Aufna1'mctah1gl..e1L und An,prcc'hb.1r­
kc1t de~ 1u<ch3ucn. 31<; des Adrc<.311 n 
berucl..<1chhgt w1rd K"nn m:rn unbC'><.'­
hen d.e S1tu:ihon, 10 dc1 dH• Pd<>1on,­
sp1ele entstandcn smd, :iuf un$Cre Zc1l 
ubcr tnigcn? 1st 1hr EmCluB, 1hre Rolll 
l.ll d cr Gcsetl;ch:irt, die i;kiche gcbh1.­
ben, v. 1c s1e 1u :?cilen 1hre< Ursprungcs 
W3r, wcnn cs hc11'lt .,Sn grc1ft di~c' re­
Jig1Cbe Grolliaumthc~tcr unhcimhch m­
len<1v in das IA-bcn de1 Volkc1 :i:ur Zc 11 
dcr Sp .. L;:ohk und de' No1n1nahsmus 
em. E:. will e mc haltgebcnde E nergic 
au«slrllhh.>n m einer Epochc der ratloscr 
Ve1ein1clung und der v:erdcnden Vcr­
em-<amung des Menschen m emem Zc1t­
alteC', m dem plot~llch alles in> Glc1ten 
gera t F.s rtdt in d1es t r Zc1t 2v.1schen 
Gr.iuen urd .Lust durt.h Warnung vor 
dem S:itan1<cntln \ind dutch d~< Vorb1lrl 
des Dulder~ zur Ruckl..ehr m die goltl1· 
ch<. Or<lnung" 1 Ahnhchl-cilcn nut un­
sc1en Vcrh.dln1'>SU1, \\le <ir UmbruC"l"· 
zc•lln c1g1 n <tnd, smtl n1cht LU ul.cr­
s~hE"n 

Darau"o cr1i1bt .s1ch \\ohl auch dC"r 
Urru.t.md, d,,r, von dln d< 11ut 7<.hn bc­
kannl<'n P.•.,<1on''P•dr,r1, n s1ch d ie 
H:ilfte in d~n unru7ugLn Jal<ren nnrh 
dem Ersten bez1chtmgsu e1~e 7u.e1:~11 
WeltJ...r1eg zu emer Aurfuhrung ent­
sc:hlo.scn haben 1925 0!1gh(.tm, 1926 
St Margarethen 1m Bu1gcnland, 1912 
Kirch<chlag m Niedcrnstci rc1ch und 
Sommersdort in Oberfrankcn, 1<150 
Mcttm:ich Die altcstc Sp 1eltrad1tion be­
s1bt Erl m Tsrol (1615), gdolgt von 
Waal (1626), ObPrammr rgau (161'1), 
'l'luusec (1700) und S111.ich m dcr 
SchWClZ (1892) 1 Bis a ur St Marg;irc­
then und Selzach wurd~ em eigenes 
Pas.~1.on~p1elh:ius er rich tet 

Im Ccfolgc der nachkonz1haren t'heo­
log1schen ExpcnmentJcrbc1 e1tschaft 
und 1nncrk1rchhchcn Rcformcupliont. 
metde!~n s1ch auch gege'lteiltge Ston1-
mcn Im An~chluJl an dM lct1te Pa<­
s1on<sp1cl m Obc1 amn1c1g .. u wurdc dcr 
~ V<.rr1cht au( .. lie d•rd..tC'n und 3'---<'rlo­
rischcn Form,•n d c.r D:11 \ ll nung de, 
Le1drns Chn,!t" gl for•Tt 1 l, v c1l ,.Jtclc. 
duck tc W<."c ch11~lht.hf'f Ve 1 l..iind1-
gung (~l' <;olrhr \ er,t,mfl 'ICh Ja JUl'h 

da< Obt 1dmmu1•aulr l'.1, .1on,~picl b1' 
in unsuc T~gc) zu1 Zut e1nr 1rh 'chc1-
tern mun" 1'!. konnc ,,du 1htoloc•~lh 
cnt,ch c1<knclr n Fr .. gc n .clrt mrhr a us­
gcw1chcn w<.1drn, oh d.1-. T.ttdo:n Chr•<h 
heutc.- ul.><.rh<•ll!Jl ne>ch <lire~ t d.•1-t.11-
bar 1st" D " Vcrl~nt•n nn·c.h lllC1 •1cr •• 

f(, t D<J.'1' Ill H~.l" \\ Urd•- fol.J1.."d'"r'"Jr1""lt1, n 
crlJul1 r t .,Gt: n1c .,,, bl c1n Sp,t l, cl,.:;. 
SO\'. <>hi 1'ot un,1 I ..c.1clt .1 Wh." Fnt-c•cn. 
U!lll l."1<.ml. d" JC\•, ,] , I •h. ndtn J\f•J1-
SCl\C11 C'\.\mpl ,•J ,c." so /\.Ill' Au ... ,l1 ut..k 

bt lnJ::,l d.1R "-1¢ ah Vo1- oh, N',,f'hlnhl 

d•r )• h..,,1on l( ,o t1 '"'ftln.nt \\ t..Hl .... n 
fur •' ,._ h.rhlrfh "'k 'c.,, I.ill... 11 d< < gott­
gl .. Ulc.Jh. n ... ~.)I IU' .. I 

Eanr tko11<•1'°l "'• c.lh I• 1n ... t£ .. l l11 nr h~1 l 
s1ch :llh ~1<.hN n~lrn 1l, ruf,J!t'llU IOh n 
Ar,:;t1C"n '"' J.._.,uh dcr K1rch<..ng<'­
sch1c11tc 1mmer wi.<l11 gt ~C•t't M.111 
dulkl' an ckn n11<tu;;l!p1( '" drt 0 - 11..ir­
che 1n1 8 urod 9 ,J;iluhurdcrt Dem 
<chr<'C1<ltlhrn F.matismu' dc1 Rcfor­
m1< 1 ten und Cl11'•1nct im l fi J ahrhun­
dut &ond um:ihl1gc l..11 chhche KuMl­
-wcrl..c unw1rdrrbringllch rum Opfer 
gefatlcn "Die Blldcrstu1 mer kOnnen 
mchts ande1l' ah Sp1e1'ttu1ner SCtn ~ • 
Das in dcr vorrefo1 m:ito11schton Zc1t 
wl!1t vcrbrc1tetc t'a~<1on,<p11 1 ubrrlchlc 
kd1gl1<'h sn dln l..athoti>ch g<.hl 11..bcncn 
Crt-gendrn 

Eine todhlhr onnerkirchh<.hc Gt>f.1hr 
enl,tand fu1 sic in dtr A11/T.larung~zc1t 
.seat dcr 7\¥C1lcn Halflc des 18 J ahrhun­
det l~ Nur durch em Pnv1leg dN Kur­
Iutstln selbe1 erre1chten allcm die 
ha1 tn .. ck1gen Dcputahoncn qer Obcr­
ammcrg«u<-r, dnCl 1780 und 1790 die 
I".i,,.<ion \\e1tc1 hm aufg<"fuhrt wcrdcn 
du1 Ctr lROQ vcrfo!fll'n die franzos1-
schcn uncl o.lC'1 r,1chi<chcn Soldatcn d;is 
P.1,<an11<<i>1rl mil ung'-"<•hnlt<.hcr An­
tul.l.1!1mc Unbc1 uhll cl:won m1..mte dc1 
gcr<lh(hc Ob1•1 l..o1rhtnr,tl 1n Munchrn, 
untcr. tut1t '"''" m 1rhhrt.•1 RlCormm1-
n1~!cr J\Tnntrd" IP.JO .,ll.1~ gio!lc Gl~ 
h c1mnl\ un'u tr Jtrol1i;101> g<.ho1 t nun 
emm~\ mcht .1uf clw nuhm " D1l Obcr­
.immcrg,1t1er solltC'n sich die Hc1lsgc­
s c111ch!e von dcr K:in7cl he1ab anhOrcn, • 
anslatt sic xu perMfheren •• Noch 1890 
schr.eb dcr da-nahge Pfarrcr von Ober­
amf'lergau, Prnlat Schrod"r, 1m .,Amth­
chcn Fuh1er durch das Pai-<>1on<~p1el", 
dall s•<'h da~ Pa..smns'<ptel nur um dcr 
Seltcrhc1t oder drs E1 b.mung•wertes 
fur e1nen ku1t1v1c1 ten Ec•uchu loh­
ne" Jl:illc d1Jth l..u17 voihcr, 1668, die 
ob!!1bnye11~<.hc· H<'J'1'runt: J\ncl1•1 unv n 
gc fordc1 l - WIC 1mmcr ohnc E1 folr. 
~Dc.nn mcht em em"elncr wachtt.. uber 
das Pass1onssp1el, sondern die Gemcm­
d e als Ganzes" •~ Erst m ) iingster Ze1t 
wurtlen die alien Em\vande aus der 
Aufkl .. rungs7c1t Wlcdcr aufgegnUen 

Gcgl?n die oben erw5hnte grundslitz­
hchc Jnfra~:«-tclluns der unmit!elbarcn 
DM\ 1• llung der P.i"1on 1m b<1)cnscheo 
Kleru,bhtl h .. bc •<h damats sofort Stcl­
lung bL1o~<>n 13 7.un<1ch~t 1st d<trau! zu 
vl'n,c.""• d:i!l une snm1'chc W1Nkr­
g .. bc cl1·r 'l<.1l .rrr•gn1« c, vor al'cm cJc: 
Al>' n•'"' 1'11.,-, K• < 1111gunc.,- u~cl Au:c:­
sl< l u1.,.:" .... ! &lhh. immer cJn Je vcr~cs­
sc1 tn•:,.u. ~cI1gc> Vei<uch hlc1hcn ward 
Da' l•;t !"ldts VO"l ]MN !3l"<cha'ti&.1n:; 
mtt GC" Fe1ls~t hc.mn1<;.<C'">, glric'tgi.l~·g 
ob s.c ,..x<-:!~:.-.cl'-< 1, Med l"ftvcr ode~ 
ku'l~~·cr , ... ;Ll A " 1st Wc.&<jct' rl1c Ari­
fo"'''" ... .,., ; n Z• h,.,eh ~C"'C:nrau""t, f iiclc ~ 
su:l 'il.1~"'"' G r,,-,.,1,-.., Allc .. U"'\<.l ,!"<lcs :?0-
zulci. C't' F u'< &):]hc1t"=- b< tncU1s:~r:diz 
A 1:{t ~· u~g <iL·r l'a, ... l'"l, l'Jbt (.~ n1c-ht, 
ob ' 1'- nun ,.c111chl0 o<lLr ,.u1cluc\...t'1 vor­
g.-lilh w11<1 /\uch h •'1 !!•II d~s Dcs<c­
r< l'-1 d l'r F< 111cl <l,> Gu ten 

..,.,,.-

Cr •111<1,.1t1hc-h l'-1 zu ub<.1 kt:< n 
.,ll1.1C1 <~ n1chl obl.r d1<. lnkarnat1011 Jt· 
IU Ct111•l1 Sl'!ll\f 21l vPrjT11d1hl1~1t. v.cnn 
m.1n «'111 F;rd, nkhcn dcr,.rt \\til "ei: 
rue.ken wii1dt, doll<.' n1cht me'>• rl. •cl..t 
d:1rgc.lcllt \\c1d"n du1 ftc• " Der Vor­
schlo~ cmer mdtr<.klcn Dor<tcllunJ 
wunlc 1971 angerc,::t von dcr d:in .ihg~n 
D1,kus.;1on iibcr das Vcr•ld'ldnt, d<'• 
Rehgionsun!crnchtc-. 3)s e1ne1 rch­
g1onsl..undl1chen lllform"llton, :ii• md•· 
rektea Vcrkundtgung Tn2w1St..h.-11 h nt 
s1ch d.c L:ige st3bihMcrt J et1l ht 11lt «, 
w 1cJcr. . Der Rchg1on~unt,.mcht m un 
cm au,rcichendcs Grundwissen m Sa­
chcn des Chrt<!entums ·unmttcln, d1s 
l:c<gt 11ndt..tc Stcllun:;:n i'hmcn ermog­
l1cht Ftn m d1cse1 Wc1i.c oHrnPr, 
ab.~r nicht ncbul•M-r Unlt..rncllt so!lt~ 
s1ch :rnch mcht schtucn Zug~ng zur 
rclti;lt\~en Prax1~ zu crOffncn (ohnc zu 
1hr m1t dcr Autonlat der Schulc zu 
zw1ngen) " •• 

Andererseits geh l es ,.n1cht um die 
W1cdergabe emcs kla<.~1schen oder J'(IO­

dernen Buhnenstuckes, sondnn um die 
fromMe Darstcllung dcr vorgegebencn 
Pa<S1onsbenchle Deshalb smd mner­
halb des allgemcingUlhgen dram~turg1-
schcn Rahmens etgenc St•lge•et:e giilt1g 
und 1:u hcal:'hlrn " " ,.So hot dru. Pa•­
s1on,<p1cl durch scin..: Ehz !un:ht vor 
dlm \Vorll.iut unu dcm Gei>t de-;. Evdn­
i;:.-hnm' dLn Vor7u::. von hter:ir1schcn 
Rcgcln od<.1 ,Kun,tnchlungc n' und von 
kuMtvolkn Rcdc"cndungln unbelaslet 
zu SC.Ill, es 1st von Jencr Kunst, d ie der 
Kun•~ spottel - von cme.r Kunst, cite zu 
1encr Ordnung des Hefie.nS und des 
Glaubens, zu threr drillen Ordnung ge­
)1ort, vorr der Pascal sagte, s1e set die 
dcr e1nfalt1gcn See!cn, d ie einer edlen 
Form dcr McMchenheb<:, ••c ze1 die e1-
ncr dcm Volk gem.•" 1 Erh.1ben-
he1t " 11 D.i~ P as.••e>n • ~ l 1st c m 
., 1"lll ntcr.c snt gt~neri~, l 7W"\r .,h1n-

s1chthch d~ lnb 1lh, <' • D:1rstellune 
!,.tnd tlrs Pubhl..ums" 1• 

Entschetdend 1st, ln\'" .cit der An­
rr.1/cluuakter des Heil>h.1ndeln, des 
Hertn auf dc r Buhne 7.Um Ausdruck gc· 
fang! Der ,.e,olcattve Grundzug der re­
hg1oscn Sprache" •• muB zuro' Tragcn 
kommcn Darum .,steht und fallt d;e 
Ausstrahlung<- und Ober7eugung,1<raft 
des Pas<1onssp1cls mil der rel1gio•cn 
llbenc.-ugung de1 La1ensp1clcr" :o Die I 
Bo~<.h aft dcr P assion des Hcrrn wm! I 
jroc Zc1t er<chulttorn und aufrutlcln 
lhre 7eltl°'>e Aktualtt,1t vcrlangt aller- l 
d•ni;s cme zc1tcnhprcche11c!e Akt11ali­
ste1 ung D1c onto!og1schc, sein<m.,Clig 

1 vo1 gegebent- Gf'Sc'- .C"hlhchkc1t des J\fc.11-
sc:hen hat zur Folge, daG d:is, was 1n dct' 
Mcn<chhe1l g!t:'1< l b!e1bl n soll, mcbl. 1 
,c:e1ch blc1be., dar! Anck1 s ge\\rndct I 
Wcnn .allcs bc.m a:!cn hlc1bt, blc1bt cs ! I 
senor "'cgen d"• '\":r:ind1..-ong der Um- I 
\Hll <'ben rit..n• b, '"' -.ltC"n Tm Cl..umc- 1 
nlcmu~Ud-a ct dr<; z ,,f itcn 'V altl .. ~Hll''-h'--n 
Kcm11ls Ai t 6, 1 bcl..c:-nncn s1eh dtl V:i-
tcr Lut ccclc<1~ S<.mpi't reformand~, 
wcnn sit.. :1U,fuh1e11 .Die I<irchc ""d • I 
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,,Passno nova" in Oberanuncrgau 
z\vischcn reHgiosemn Vo~ksspiel 

Dui<cnhcrgcr (t 1869) Er 1.'>o r~ahi 
di'i ~n~h<.vollc Rcd.11.1uung, WL>l MC h< 
hl'rrn Ot !c.'S :1n.i::cordnct "orden.,. Qr D1 
n11 I'• nb<?rgv-Drdlu·FC1.,uug ,, urc'cm 
~u 1nJ::~n And< rung(n -.;uthr' ,1v"I ub 
100 J1h1c l:ing, bcabchnllcn JQ 10 "llld 
''";um lc.'17kn M"l ubt'IJ l h, 1t~t D 1l r 
l'liO \.C>rt-::l'l\"gten ttlh\<. IF•'n l\rclu\•'·~· 
'"" P Stddn Sll1alll'r, Eltal , "'"d 
1~11 c1n.:'r ">llmmc J\fd1rhut 1-n C• ""· ' 

und reHgnoscm Fcstspiel 
J<::in Di\t.u,sio11~1>citr.1g aus p:i,for:tkl Sith t (2) 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. J o'>.d Ctorg 7iq;kr, Mainz 11. 1 11 1bg1•llh11L ' 

' .. , t 
: , ,, ,. I'm tlltck m die c,scbt<hle zc•gt, " 

s•n<ibcl dac 11.uffuhrungen d.,1 Passi 
m Obt'rammergau in 1hrer ersl..:n Peri 

II 

D i<.: Fr:ige dcr Form -
Au~J.unrt dcr Gcschic11te 

, ..... ,/.. .. 
..... " " 

0
Se1t Adang des 14 Jnhrhundt>rl fm· 

den •1ch gu,,,111<.hc '>p1clc in Vulks•pt a­
chen bc1 dllcn chri>lhd>cn abenclland1-
~hcn Nattonen • 22 Im l\nochluB an 
Oster· und Wc1hnacht.,,,,p1ele enlslan­
den auch P.iss1n.,~p1ele .Die dramatt­
sche P.iss1on•fC1er war die gilltige reh­
g1ose Form des ab"ndlanduc71tn Ge­
mein$;:-lrC1/trtl1ealer$; dcrcn n:it.hsle Ver­
w.andte 1m ant1J..1m M~ ~t• ncn•p1el zu 
suchen smd • ., In ihncn schuf s1ch das 
rehg:ose Ltben u'ld die <.hristhchc Lch­
re den )C"e1ls 7.:-atgcmnJlcn Ausdruck 

Gcgen die 1m Laufc dcr Zl'1t cxtcns1-
ven Au~\\ u<.ht runct.'n und AU>W\JCh•e 
In dLn Juf mrhruc TAf!C n11•C:<'dlhnlcn 
gc1•'hchtn <;p1clen \\andlln '1Lh die 
Rcformatorcr. durt"h <'•n gcnc-1 ell cs V<!r­
bot Ernen gcw1•sen Er .... tz brachlen die 
o.,.atonen zu den F"~lcn des Kircncn­
Jahres -Ennnert sci an die 01 atoncn Jo­
hann Seba511an Bichs und 1hre Bedeu­
tung 1m I..tbc.'n dt'l" evani;t'llschcn Ce-
11"Clndc.'n unst'rcr T .. ge Die J..athoh,chc 
R<form <f!t1te ein crU 1n JU"lt:"tcr Zc1t 
w1e>dcr• nld< <kle• und 7U Fhr<.n gcknm­
mrn<'S rc1ch<'s Angcbol von Ord.enstlra­
men "'" r;, gdangtt' an den "on Jc:.~u1-
tc-n gelc1lrtcn Schulcn :tu emer <tau­
ncns""rtcn Blute 

~16~3 wutcte milt< n m den Nolen des 
Dr .. 1B1!Uahngen Kr.cges m l\Ittteleuro-

~ pa die Pe•t In 1hrer verzl!. e:1felten Lage 
suchten die Mcnsche'Ti H1Jre be1 Gott 
D1e St~rlt Amberg geloble t B den Bau 
einer !\farienl.•r:l-e au( dem St'tlher so 
gr1 :.nnlcn >\faraah1l!bc.>rg Die Gcme1n­
de Ob<'r:tmrr1 rgau ydo!>te du! Atrffuh­
n.rny ol'r P11,s1on 1n JChnJ .hr1gem Tur· 
nu< .n. n To 't .tclllc man 51ch 'db­
<t:1nd1~ 1u,,1lH\ll'n, h •t tur U,11!te ius: 
dem ' Aug,1Jurgcr P:l"IO"l"P•el (umi 
J.;t,O) 1.1nd tl•·m gl(lru<ktcn Stuck des: 
[cv;;ng~r:,cb<n] i\'1g! burger [<;chnc1-
dPr•) S1h 1l "'>ci<l<i< und l\k1ste1•1ngers 
St>l>r>!tnn Wild (15C6) m1t ge"''11<.kte11 
Un>Sl<'lh.•1i:•'n und 7.usammenfao;sun­
grn ~" D.mrbc.'n wurdr n ;indere Qucl­
Jcn, 'z B aus Tuol odu Wc1Jhc1m, ver­
~rhc11tt Als :-ltcot<'l ,<huflhcher Nath­
' Cl~ :, ,, h rl, r n xt zur Aulhht ung 

_.i de, m dcr Ze1t von 1634"bis'1760; 31 
von 1664 1,: einer Handschnft von 1662 d~n Wa-ndcl m der Er"arlungshal:•1 
erhalten Seat 1680 wurdc die Auffiih- des Voll..c . ., <c1ncs Ge<ichmacl..es ..t 

rung iewcils 1m Zchncriahr w1cdl.'rholt Sl.'1nt'9 F'mpfandens reagacrten Sic r 
fkktaertcn den iewe1l 1gen Ze1tge1st 1 

1730 hat der Augustmerchorherr An· rer ltc1mat und bhl.'b en so 1m gut 
selm Manhart aus dem nahegclcgcncn Smne ,.modun" DO\S '>ta11d19e Bcnmh 
Sllft RoltC'nbuch sogcna nntc lebende tm: Mc;dernilot crk13rt neben der Jo're 
Bilder, z B drs Ilcrzcns Je•u oder des de des Vo!J..es am Improvm.,ren <l 
Jtc.1Jand• an d,•r \Vl(s, aus der VolJ..s- fortl.,ufcnden J\ndf.'rung<.n Es ha'l:lel 
fromm1gk< 1l und den Anddchtshtld4'rn s1cn um Auffuhrungen_ '!_Om Volk !1 
angdugt Unter d,m E1nfluB der ze1l· d;i.s Volk, so13ngc d1cse s1ch unJ;c~to 
gcmaBcn $<.huldramcn schur.p;;~ Pa!ri- von auBen 1m eng begrenzten BEre• 
FcrdrnCtnd Ro.11er (1109-l?iS) aus der dt-s Dc.1 fcs und $e1ner nahcren U-rg 
bena<hba1 len Btnc<'hkllnerabtr1 Etta\ in bu,g absp1elten 
staner ,.Pac;:.10 nova" einen gere1mtcn In der z.,.e1ten Pen o;le VO!\. 1760 b 
Te ... t von ubcr 0000 Verscn m1t v1l'l Cho-l 1860 ,,urdp~ Mod1f1=1erung~ i.on .,c 
rcn und Jcbendcn B1ldcrn aus dem Alten ~uud von ,.oben .. von den shatl 
Testament Schon der Tllel verrat den chen und k1rehlachcn Behorden als d 
barockcn Shi .,B1tteres.Leydcn, Obs1e- Anwalten einer ral>onal1St1Scl-c.>n E1 
gender Todt, und Glorretchc Auferste- ste1lung der fuh1enden ge1st•g 
hung de• emgdlt:1schlc.n Sohn Gottes e1- Schichten veranlaBt Ab 1810 ze•t1g 
ncr chn!>lhchcn Vcrsarnnilung vorge- ?U~Gllhch die Be\\ c gung 'dcr Rnmanti 
slelll" D • .1.~ Sp1d :.lhl11g e1n, \\LC die Sc- m Wort und Ton thrcn Emrlull Erst 
~uchru:.hlcn ba \/Cl'-•n Eo \\U1de allcnt- dcr d1,,,11ten ru1ode nl> 13~0.,hll'll die B 
h.1lb.-n kop1ut .Narg••nds w11d die Ver- rcits•b.tlttumAndern, "enn auc'h ru 
bmdung des Ordcn•dramas m1t dt'm m·ds volhg, 1.ir Ruhe In die.er Zc1t e 
Volk:.schau<p1cl smnenfolhgcr als luer , langtcn die Sp1ele eme iibcrloJ..ale B 
Fast glc1chze1tag m1t KlopstoU<s religt<>- ,' deut1<ng Ste "urdcn nnt zune'ime'ld 
!>•rn Fpos ,Mcssias' cnlstandcn,strht Ros- Rt:>soii:anz in der Offcnthchkc1t 1mm 
ncrs ,P:issrnn' da."<cm "urd1g und cbcn- auf\\Cnchgcr und dam1t unbcmeghch 
hu1 hg an der 5c1te (Gunther an~irnicrt Sic gcnclen untcr c! 
Muller)•.. Z\\ang d••• Frfolges, dcr n1chl gdahrd 

Bcrc ts 1780 wurde die ausladcnde 
Fassung Ilo~ners vpn Mn.!JnU$ Knipfel: 
b~rger gckurzt lf63 waren un Zug 
der Allfklnruna die erste.n, wcnn 
zunachst • auch lax gehandhabten 
Verbote der Pass1onsspiele etlassen 
worden Der zwc1te Kahlschlag naeh 
der Rctormallon setzle ean. 1770, 1781, 
1?87 und 1788 '"ederholt e dte Bayen­
sche Reg1erung das Verbot Allem die 
unbeuJsamen Obcrammer gauer setzlen 
l?SO cm Auffiihrung~pnv1lcg durch S1e 
g.1b"n dcm P:li~i0Msp1el lc.d1gl1ch emen 
.mclcren Tatel _D:is Aile und N'eue 
TP~lamcnt" Pat~r Othmor We1SS von 
Uta! kam den A11gr 1fT<'n ;uvor, mdcm er 
1811 den Text vca.:infochte und m hoch­
d~u~d>c-Prosa ums<hucb Der Ob~ram­
mcrgaucr SUiuJm,·•~lt:'r nochus Ded'.er 
~<.huf da1u cine cmg 1ng1gc, volksturr!l­
che Mus1k "" 

Die lel:tte _ ncv1s1on aus dem Jal-re 
.le60,.d1c s1ch um eme moghchst b1bh­
sche AusdruC'kS\\Ct•c bcmuhte, stammt 
vom Ot..crammcrg~ucr l'forrcr Alois 

wcrden sollte 

Seit 1840 ~tc1ct dcr Zustrom fre.nd 
131.'sucher s!el•" Er ubcrschnll 19i0 m 
5~0 000 Gai.ten° die ha!be M1lho"l, u'lg 
rcchnet die 70 POO Buchungsab~.;c 
"or allem aus Jiid1scnen Krciscn m dl 
USA Die Mehrzahl der Besuch 
stammte zuletrt au.s dem enghsch 
Sprachraum Die Folg e war, dall nu~ 
mchr die persOnhche Anteilnahme u 
Auseinandersettung mit dem Spiel 1 
mer we1terc Kterse at1Jlerhall> des Pa 
s1onsp1rlortes crfallte -

Die Bcs<.haU1gung m1t dcm "Pl iin 
men Oberammercau~ fuhrte n • "lh 
zur E1n.'1cht. d;iD die ungcheucn: \'11 
J..ung des P;iss1onssp1els pnnwr ton r 
l1giosen lnhalt und e r5t seJ..1."1;l~r '~ 
d er kiinstlenschen Lc1stung 'ern 'tr\ 
Marlin Deultnger, ein Nc!!c des ?h 
losophen gle1chen Namcns, war ~ r e 
sic, der 1850 d1cse Erkcnntn1s n.c, ~rg 
•chricben bat:. Du~se E111s.c,t .eti 
s1ch durch Ste konnte m den \c·_s ,.,g 
nE.n J ahrcl\ auch nich t durch c. ~ \"e 

------·----
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'"'~ 1 v.u1dc M•ht1uh \(\I\ th.Jn rlus;vh.1Hln k en Dc.11 .. b 1..l'\1.tu.ht sacl\ rJnc. dcr~rt.nc ~dJt.hh,;:11111: dL~s P~s,..1 n n <-p tL l t ~ "' s (Jiu. s h F• ,
1
,t. llun" c1ncm ~l.Jh'h"'ch n\Schwc1s~ nur ~chlnhl i-... di1.-rhn G.•rh .. rt l's m1t c~•duh('n ht1uh1t O ·tvon VUlllllt te .. 

b J.. t N h "lh JC du m~ \n n 1 uhri <cug• n, dun rl1e lnt c-n /11g11f{ E:. g1lil nun ctnm:il kcine ., 
di!t R.: 1g1on Jn :11l7U l Jnll C.ll dl - d F r 7UV<"rl.>"l"C Mdhodc, dtc ('$ S<'hlu<s1g 

• r1cntcnm.1ga7incn "' • .. huttc.rt ".rd< n Jl<mlo<e Aufmc 'i.., ""J..c:.1l uu q;ri - <> I d G d d "' 
Ccuh11l ntlhl c.ut)!du n J...,\nutc, rn1l dtr t.rm,,g:1'.h(n v.uHe, \..n rj f.C a:..r .. 

• Naturl1rh J..onnle mil <L.n< 
11

"
1
u><l<r • t ,.11rr1 nh~1t unf'·r de- E1ndr1r,'.· • .''"r • dh• 5?00 J\fui<c.h<>n 1111 'let< :iuw,r .. "' - ., • ' .... • 

'Rr•"IC'rt\\'1rku11g Kr1117< nm T<. l.t wu: rm D t 11 b< •tLinmt··n Auffui11 un
0

" 1u '"""tr1c.rcn l tc n P .. ~<1011,~p1dh.1u~ o<'r .irs c 11ng ~ - .. 
clcr' Pl1t<il.. 1111d nil da ln•zenrl'runo c <r Alic cl,•rnrtr,.u1 Urtc1le Mnd •••b1d

1
t111 F ht fn1gt~n o 

Da1senh..:rg<.r-D• dlcr- ll\SUng nrc y~fu • bl S1e ll"''·•t1Cn de .o.lnlb nur tmcn 
ausbJc,lJ,•n Der 1angt-sc-hcnstc Dr:im:i- lhei '"t't die .<wt1lc Kr1ttk ein ,.F.tn bLdingtcn Vcrglercli Trot.<dvm vrrr'IO· 
tur-g 'l·incr :U-it, Edu;ud 0(.vnent, 1cnlr:ilcr Von~urf :in die Pa,,,.ion~'Pi<le gender dinmal1><he Aufbau, die Moti-
~p·ach von c.ner Krone des s:e1slhchen , 1st der, da6 s1e das ~tle1d ~'::.!lie!l und vlerung des Handlun;:sablaufes, dE:r 
VolJ..s~chau~pielei; C) i 111 Kistler vcr- 'dadurch die Enbche1dung <!es e1nzclnen Dukfu~ von Spra(.he und l\tusik, die Art 
suchte eme moderne Kcimpos1t1on Leo 

1~ zu-r NailifQlge vcrhindem.u ~ Die glo- der Jnsicnierung bis m die Wahl der 
WeJsmantel ~e1 stcllvertrd(.nd for meh- bale Ansd1uld1gune, die ~"-5strebte Farbcn de?" Ko~tiime den Zusch.iuer m 
rere Vetfa5ser genannt, d ie sich an die Kath;ir~1s, die rem1gcnde \ 1rku • e1- eine bcstimmte Ridttung zu fiihrcn Die 
Schaffung e1n<?S ncuen Texl<'s wagten ncs dr:irn:itr>eh<n B>1hncnstud. •urde Vcrdachtigung, da6 die "na1arcn1sl!- I 
Musiker und Dichter versuchcn d urrh cine Gew1dit•uer!ngerung auf e1- sche" Daisenbeiger-Decllcr-Fassu"g c1- · 

Reform1dccn d urch£uSt't<cn, die freiheh ne •cl111ell vorubervrllencle C em11tsbc- ner oberfliiehhchcn Sen1unenl\lhs·e-
an der gc~chlo~~ncn .Ab\\lhr Obc1am- W<!!Jung vcrfnlbrht, k:mn allcrdmgs ru"g ill7u beicitwilhg Vors<hub Jci~te, 
mergaus ,ch< 1tctn ~"' D1ese pr:iti~e m1·hr oder wcniger bctc chhgl gcg<'n JC- u.t JcdcnCalls nrchl zu uberhorcn Etne 
Feslskllung honntc noch 1950 mil vol- de szcnische Da1:.tcllung crhobcn wer- obJcl..hve Stcllungnabmc 1~t. w1c ge­
lem Recht i;t'lroflen wcrden den Die Gcfahr, dall das Interesse an sagt, schr crschwerl, wcnn mcht :iu~s,._ 

•Ill 

Wachscnde Kritik 

Seit 19,0 mcldc;ten s1ch 1mmer lautcr 
negah'e kriuschc Shmmen an der Da1-
senbcr;:er-D.dlcr-Fassung und 1hrer 
Ausstatlung <U Wprl Es wurden vor­
nchmhch ~~r-gull)Cnte angefuhrt 
Der Hauptvon,urf lautct, dall die Text­
fassung dcm 1m vorigen Jahrhundert ub-

1 J1che:n Nazarener-Stll vei'pfl1chtct sci. 
Seine v.ie1chc ·su6i1chk'°;it w1dcrspreche 
ganz u"d gar dem denc1tigen Zc1temp­
f"inden S ae verstolle uberd1es gegen den 
herben, Ents<:heidung fordernden Geist 
der b1bhschen P ass1onsberichte. Ober 
den Geschmaek laJlt sich beJ..anntlich 

'nieht stre1len Zugegeben. auch der Na­
zarener-SUI bheb ntcht von emer dege­
ne-riertcn Spatphase vcrschont, die 7um 
kraftlosen Klischce c rstarrte bas be­

. :r.eugen n1cht wemge s:i.tt~am beka nnte 
Re1hgenb1lder und dcsgleichen Statuen 

Doch mull m:in genau h1nschen Die 
von D1rcktor Klaw Gallw1tz. im St;1dl 
in Frankfurt vcramtaltete Na£arcner­
Ausslellung e rfreute s1eh bis zu lhrcm 
Ende am 28 8 1977 cines regen Zuspru­
ches und uberrasehcnder Zuslimmung 
Auch die Iange vet feml<'n neugoh­
schen K1rchcnraume e rfahren ncuer­
dmgs samt 1hten Altaren in der soge- , 
nannlen Schreiner-Golik eine unvcr­
mutete Wert5chatzung Die wachscnde 
Besucherzahl des Passlo,,sspielcs Jail! 
au! e 1ne mcht erlahmende Faszrnat1on 
dcr angefemdeten Auf!uhrung schhe­
l3en S1e kann als Gegen1nd1z gegen die 
Untentellung e10er uberleblen Auffuh­
rung ms Feld gefiihrt werclen Dieser 
H.nwe•s bczieht s1ch nicht bloB auf die 
1re1st e•:mgchschen Besuchcr aus dem 
an"PIS~<'h•1sehen Sprachraum, die e1-
nc~ i:e" i<sen neui;ollschen p1ehsti­
schen Stilcmpfmden nahestc.hen n 
AJcb das G1os der ubr1g1 n Zuschauer 
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der Form das Intercssc am Inhalt ver- sehlossen Viel zuv1ele subjel..tive, zum 
deckt, 1st be1 ke1ner ThC'aterauUuhru"g Teri unbewuBte Imponderab1hcn, •Un­
gandich aus~uschalten Dl(~S gilt in de- abwagbarke1ten, verstcl!en cine kbre,, 
hd1crtem AusmaB gerade fu r em voiurteilsfre1e Sitht auf das komple'e 
Volkssrh:iusp1el, das dem Schaubediirf- E~ehcinung~bild c1nes Pass1onsp1els. 
nlS trnd dcr S<haulultt der ~brc1ten Mas- . 
se" gel-uh rend Rcchnung £u trag1!n hat. Den auaeren AnlaO. zur enls<hlo~c-

'I 

' i 
Noch :iu~~chhelllicher tr1!1t dies fur die nen Tn:ini;nffnahmc e1ner Reform stell- ,

1
· 

Auffuhrung cmes rehgHM:n Stulkes 3 te der Vo~'!._"!! p111er antuem•hs~hen 
und cr~t r1 <ht de~ Dramas von C•>lca- Ten1lenz lx_;re1t Im Zuge des dam:il1ccn .. I 
tha :ils d<m 1cntralen ich~oscn Datum 7~1tgc1stcs h:it P:1lcr Wc15$ ~lens vo- I 
des thn~tl1<hen Glaubens zu lens den Teufel als Ccgensp1clcr Jcsu j 

Christi aus dem Spiel herausgenommcn 
Es war geradc die anschaultchc Ein- P f:irrer Schroder schricb iiber Dal$cn- 1 

korperung von Kreuz und Aufcrste- bergers Te:>.t .D1e gelchrte Knt1k be- .J 
hung des Herm, die_ dl.'n Rehg1o~ph1- mSngelt zumeis\ den ungeniigenden Auf- ~It 
loo;ophcn Maunce Blonde! (t 1949) zu , bau d es Dramas . Der ganz~ Aufbau • -1 
Begmn des Jahrhunderts fur Oberam- des p.as$1onspiels stiitzt s1d f·aur'd1e Ver­
mcrgau Par!e1 eri;re1fen heB Die Teh- trcibung der Kau!er "!Id Verk:iufor • 
giose Enhcheidung 11cgt nach de1n Ver- Man Sichl tUwenrg die be" cgenden Kraf­
fasserdcr .L'Actfon• oe nicht auf der te dcrUm~alzung m Ersehemung treten. 
Ebene der remen Log1k, s-ondern der welcbe die Welt verindem sollle.~ ~· • .-J 
der mcnschhehen Fre1he1t Jeder Glau- Selbst wenn das Spiel "on· der Vcrsoh- • 
b ensakt ent~pnngl desh:ilb iewe1l~ AUS nung der Wcl_t m1t Gott tn Chcistus nur j 
cincr lcbcnd1gen Tat (Akllon) und fuhrt den Vcrd:i<.ht nahclegcn solUe, es ":ur- l 
zu e1nem konkrelen Tun Die Reakl<on de einen Aufruf :zum lf33 u rid iiicht 
auf das Pa-;s1on<>Spiel_ von Oberammer- zum Fnedcn' provouc~, muO 0d1:r Jer- • 'I 
gau sch1ldcrt er folgcndcrmallen .Das dachhgung:_nachgeg:ingen . "erden, -J 
h aup!sachhch.1.te Element des dramati- gleichgult1g, ob sic zunllchst begriindc t :~ 

• schen Intercsscs 1st g:ir nicht d1c~e em· ersehe1nt oder n1cht Es 1st bekannt, da6 
fachc lnhn1ion [der Sp1cler), die uns die synopbsehcn Passionsberichte ver- ~1 
nur 1m Zuschnuerr:mm an dem Wnken schiedcne Akzentu1erungPn :iu!"'ci•en 
der golthchen Vorsehung te1lne'hmen Wah.rend _Matthai.ts d1c endgult1ge 
JaJlt das 1st v1elmehr unsere moghche Trennung des Chnstentums vom Ju- ~ 
und' glc1chs.~ru mt\ den Darstellern des denlum d:irstellen wollte, bewegtc M:ir­
Dram:is vc?cmb:irtc M1twukung, in der kus das Par.adbx der Herrlrchke1t Cot- • ! 
wir zumindest 1m Kc1me die Leiden- tes In der Gestalt des Gekreu7lgtcn Lu-' ·.I 
sch.lften und die EntschcJdungen unse- kas gmc: cs darum, fur seine Leser 3US • I 
res geheimstcn Scclcngrundes wieder- dem He1d<:'ntum Angnffe aus dem Ju- l 
e1kenncn. Wir bes<hranken uns mcht dentum abruwenren J ohannes sch1ldert · 1j 
darauf zuzuschauen w1c s1ch d ie Dmge die gl\>rre1che Vollendung des He11s­
entw1c~eln - w1r bllden uns c1n, dall wer!.es ••. 

/ 
-i 

wir selbst sie bewirken. ~ "' Selbstverst,mdhch mu.B Jede szen1- j 
In dem Ma6e, m dem eme I<!el)11!1z1~ 

i:ung m1t dem auf der BJline vorgcfuhr­
ten G~C:behen und d csse'l D arslcllem 
gelini;t, in- dem MaBe reswllert daraus 
l'me mnere Umkehr Diese hmw1eder­
urn darf mcht m emer blo6 m omenla­
nen Ergriffcnhe1l steckenble1ben, son- . 
dern murl s1ch im t:i\Jgen Leben ausw1r-

sche Bearbe1tung des Pass1onssp1els ei- I 
:ne Au ru>ahl aus den Motn~en lreffen. 

j 3ie J..ann ebctnso•veni& an der Gegner­
$Ch:ift dcr Ze1tgenosscn Jesu voruberge- -1 
iicn Anstatt die Habsucht der P harl':i· 
~r als .n s1ch frag,,iird1ges Hauptmohv 
herauszu•tellen, kann z. B dcren tradi­
t 1onnlis trsche E1ns1cllu"g zum Aus-.. -_., _ 

•' ' j 
~-- _ ______ ___ :_ ~--· __ __) 
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(iltn d:11''bt"'l t1'1ntl
1 
.. t1 ... lhl.1l A'lll- 1 rurD..i"•.rihc11;uodt.rrtrT',..,,tr? 

..... 1' ... t. l"''PJS l~s n'~ i1l(l...l1. 1 (hcs (•f1t.;c- 2 A'>~ctzung (kr Pro'>t.~ufhh,.~~I~ 
;;rn~a·n (<. ~, <'<"'I d•s 7.c.1tn .. m 2~f- Refor.nhcn.uhungcn cks Rc:o.ncr-Spicl•, falls <i(h , 1,e '1\1 1ir-

tr.1t, \\ ol a c Kat~.ol•ken <blnfal's un- h ... 1t fur Da1~c,.,br:•,;<-r cnt..c1 ... 1det 
trr dcr -7\t 1r.,1ct 1'c1ts...,1h~at 10'1 "'u h~1dcn J. ) £ Die ab 19'i0 in dn Off<ntl•d1J..<.1t uho- Als ,<.ve~h .. cllcr Sp•clluter J..am Hans 
f ~tkn' "\ c'ur tc un~<'rC hcutt•gc Zc1t b<' nen E10\\~Nlun"cn vu,.nbflten Bur- Mau r ins G•'~pra1h, den auc-h Cl't Kul-

..1r c1l"e ""'" ~o:,c ne "o-,.cn a l\c .,m- - turau<.,chull nomm1crt h.itte 
nerl..1rchllche" H~ltung Je.chtcn Zugang g, rmc1~tcr Raunund Lang na<.h 1960 cm 
f1nden Auch l''nc poht1sch mferpretier. Grem1Jm von F,,pcrlcn aus Ge--chichte, Mil zchn zu seehs St1mmen "urde 
te Me'"~''c>i.tcllung L1ct<'t cincn A.n- L1tc1atur und Th .. olob"' 111hr1ufcn Be- der A~trag im Gtmc1ndcrat abr;tlchnt 
s.1t,p•1nJ..t fur cl.is F..ngrclfcn der Phan- re1ts 1962 "urdr. untrr nudcrcm vnn Die G<.mcmde 1st ge>palt<"n Um zu ver-

Carl Orff vMg• ~ch'1g< n, au! •lLn Te.rt stchcn. wic sehr die Entschc1cung die 
Rosners zuiucl..zuyrcifen r:m Literal, G<'.miit.er bc.!och,,ftigt, muB m;in bLriick· 
der- tme Pn<.s10 m<>derna schrcibcn s1chhg.cn, da6 <he. mcisten St1mmbc· 
konnte, war nicht m S1cht Nach J9G8 rccht1gtcn in irgcndemer Form :iii der 
wllrdc 1m Fo}u dl'~ Daycr,\Ch.<'n Rund- Aulfuhrung der Passion. mcht v.en.ge 
funks em R~c!1uunc")l<lus m1t Model- schon )ahr~erntclang, akhv bctc1hgt 
!en emer In>-ZC'nicrung au>gtstellt, w..ren Das schafft auch «.-moho:i,,Je 
nachd<-m 1967 c:-m Probc-.p1el der Ros- BmdungLn D.uu kommt die Frage 
ncrCa'>sung ""g<'n der Ko>l~n abgclehnt Brul~..im;PrS .1970 hatten wir die er• 
wordcn war folgrc1chst<'n Sp1cle Warum will man 

saer 

.W1mn i;lnugl'nd di:utlich w1rd, dall 
Jesus in sun_em. ~'oll..e Parte1ganger 
halt<>, !a!3t es s1ch durchaus vertrcten, 
da6 se ne F• mde, die au("h seine Volks­
!;•'no.,scn "arcn, auf die Buhnc ge­
brac.ht v. erden'"'. me1nt ein so unver· 
dad1t•gu Zeuge "''e P W1llehad Paul 
F.cJ..ert " Irrduhrcnd 1st w1e ubefall 
cine extreme, ein>e>ltge Schwarzwe1B­
Malere1 

Lctlll1ch gcht ts um den geheimnu-
~o!len ___ R«t «!.!up Gottvoters, gcrade 
durch den Weg des Cehorsams seines 
Sohne~ bis zum Tod am Kr<'uz dc-n Un­
gehorsam der Men~chhc.1t zu sunnen 
und 1hn dadurch zu vcrherrhchen, als 
den l.Jcbenden w1e gerechlen Herrn der 
Schop!ung und Erl5sung an~uerkennen 
Dies zu verdeuthchen, darum geht es 
Die:.e D11-eh.t1ve ist lc1cht hingesagt, 
aber schwer m die verscb1edcben For­
men d"r Verkundigung umzusetzen, na­
turhch erst recht m emem notv. end1-
ger11o e.se burncnwirksamen Pass1ons­
sp1el 

M.>n <olltc d:1s Problem der Judcn­
feind~cha!t n1cht uber Gebuhr hoch­
sp1elen, damit es nlcht w1e em Bume­
rang zuruckfallt Das Pass1onssp1cl 
kann n•cht zu e•ncm • W1edergutma­
ch11ngsstuck" umfr1siert v.erden Das 
wu kt erst recht unglaub\l.urd1g AuOer­
dcm rc:..ru\Jcrte und rel,.n1t1ert s1ch der 
Judenha6 wohl zum wcntgsten aus relt­
gioscn Be\\ eggri"indcn D1c..c wurden 
oftmals vorgc~choben Die Ant1~1oms­
:n11s-R~»olut1on dcr UNO 1st v1cl beun­
ruh1gc.nder Das wullte auch Dr Pnnz, 
dcr T.e:itcr der Internationalen Komm1s­

n des American Jewish Congress, be1 
n<.n In ten ent1onen Ob es klug war, 
!3g<'bhche Parte1ganger der Pass10 
a <oCort irn Anschlu!l an die Probe· 

auffuhrung nach New York zu cmem 
Gespt .. ch m1t cem 1ud1s.chcn Kom1tee 
em7.ul.tc!cn, se1 dahmgeslcllt Jcdc oku­
mcn1,~he In1t·:1hve - und zur Okume­
nc gcliiort auch das ausen' ahlle Volk 
des Alten Bundes - bc-darf c.nes bc­
hubamcn Vorgchens 

Bet .allcn t..'terlegungcn kann cs nur 
darum gehcn, eme noch !)lai~bwurd.ge-
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Nach 1970 nahmcn die Reformvor­
schlage gre1fbare Konturen an 1975 
dcs1gnicrtc dcr Gcmeindc rat als die 7U­

stand1ge ln>tanz Hans Schwaogho/er (56). , 
den pirektor der Stnathchcm Fach­
schule fur B1ldschnitzere1 m Ober­
ammPrgau, zum Sp1clle1ter ~r so!lte 
cine Prooeinszeruerung dei' Passto nova 
vorberdlcn, um emen Vcrgle1ch zu er­
rnoghchcn Danach werde entsclueden, 
"'elchc Fassung, die von Rosner oder die 
von Daisenbergcr, 'on 1hm fur 1980 vor­
bere1tct wcrden sollte Sch,~a1ghoferg1hg 
m1t semen Schulern z1cls1chcr und tat­
krafhg ans Werk Er vcrfertigte Buhnen­
modclle und sti;llte sic 1m Scptc-mbcr 1975 
im Pao;s1on<sp1dhaus dcr Off•' nlhchkc1t 
vor Die Ccrnc1ndc ~t!'lltc fur die Probe­
au!fuhrung DM 500 000,- bPrcit Die 
Baycri.sche Landes.shftung, e1ri Zusam­
menschlull der Bayt:'r1schen Staatsbank 
Ul)d der 8ayertschen Veremsbank zur 
Forderung dcr W1sscnsg,aft, Kunst, Reh­
g1on, Kultur unter dem Vors1tz des bayc­
nschcn M1m•lerprdsidenten Dr Alfons 
Goppel, stcucrte emcn Zu>chu!l von DM 
400 000,- het Um die auf den er'\ten 
Blick 'hoch erschPm('nde Summc m die 
rechtcn Rclat1oncn zu rikkcn, sc1 an die 
13 Milhoncn ertnnert, die die Gemeinde 
f~r den Bau des Wellenbades tnve­
slierte 

Nunmch{ !orm1crten s1ch die be1defi 
Fliigcl, hie Rosner, hie Daisenberger 
E11} Pas.s1onssp1elveteran, der 1970 die 
Rolle des Annas ubernommen hatte 
Mcl~1or _ Di'e1tsamler (78) machle .,c.h 
zurn Sprecher der .Burgernllltat1ve 
OberaMmerga1L" Eme Un!cr~rhriften­
'"mmlung im Fr11h;ahr 19i6 (.rbrachte 
ubcr 1800 Bcfurworter fur rhe Be1be­
'haltung des D:1m rbr>rg<'r--p1els Zu 1h­
ncn gchortc dcr ErsU: P,uri;< 1 mc1-tcr 
Ernst Zv. ink Aufgrund d cscs Votums 

das .mdun'" 

Die Rtformparte1 ka.,n im Gcgc'li.ug 
<hrduf hin"c'>'<'n, da!3 die Sp•de m der 
v .. ri:a~1i:c11hc1t laurend vc1 andert wor­
den >1nd und dall 'clb.t erne rcv1d1erte 
Datsenberger-Fa,sung ohnc grolle grund­
satzhche Emghffc n1cht befned1gen kon­
ne AuOerdem fond s1ch ein beachtltchcs 
Arbeit.steam zur Vorbercttu'ng emer Ros- I 
ner•Pass1on zusammen D1.eTcxtbearbc1-
tung besorgte Dr -'\lots F '1nle vom Ba)e- ; 
nschen Rundfunk UlnchD1behus hat d1e ; 
Mus1k von Franz Xaver Richter" ausge- : 
wahlt, der e1mge Jahre Rosners Kollege 
an dcr R1tterakadcm1c m Etta! gcwcsen ' 
war, bcvor e r nach Mannheim ubenvcch- · 
•dtc und als Domk.,.pellmclSter m Stra!l­
burg ~tarb Prof Wolfg:mg Fortner \Ind ' 
Uwe Lohm~nn habcn Richters Mus1k Cur · 
die Aufft!hrung eingenchtet Prof Her- l 
mnnn Handerer, Regensburg, besorgte ' 
die Ei nstud,1erung A ls Sp1elle1 ter !Jn- ~ 
g1ert dcr unermudltche Hans 5chwa1g- ! 

hofer, d~m die l\!oglichke1ten s<'mei 
Facbschule zur Verfilgung ste'lic:n 

l 

Die Probeauffuhrung erlc•chtcrlc JC­
denfal!s cine sach&erechte Urtc1lsb1l- ' 
dung unq ve1half dazu, Informalton ! 
statt Emotion -;,;;-,rksam -weTdcn zu las­
sen-umVerilCiCh-e[l iU konncn, ,\,~r s1e ; 
unumgangllch Es 1st Jedenfalls anzuer- ~ 
kcnnen, da6 die ,.Bilrgenn1t•ahve" auf . 
Flugblattem dazu aufgefordcrt hatte, : 
bet der Probeauffuhnmg 1ede Kundge- ' 
bung zu untcrlassen, sondern n~ch , 
.,voru.-teilslosem Bcsuch" m Ruhe abzJ 
v..·ttgcn Zwo.r sch~inen die Fronfcn auch ; 
h1ern:ich "c1tcrh1n \ erhartet Fischer ~ 
spr1ch 'on emcr wbrauchbart"\ Feform­
grundlage", d<'m Chn<tusdar,lellcr \On 
1950 und 1960 und gefeiertcn S!'l"lll!tt~r J 
1970, Anton Pret!,m{;er, \\UfdEn ,.dte ~ 
BcdcnJ..cn \Oll best 1llgt" W•e v1cle ; 
}.1.1\\ ohncr wcrdcn angcs1chts <!er a·~f- · 

I 
i 
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, l ,! l ,~•l n F ,J.-.h. 1 <!'· .n I't 11fJh •. r. dl .... 
i'1··.il-., nurr~1m•"1 .. t ~. R~cltt .. 1nv dlt 
1 •1Lnu! rJ:.cher. fn1~ .... h. c!c1 au~ eanCr'I\ 

' .. r fc<ht.:-r DcPst.nh:-.t!!' ' ' 1u c1n1t..nl De ... 
fu wortc• Ro<nc1> C<!" .:>tdcn •~I und d_r 
;it- dCJ eh£mihg._ C:.hrlSlusJar,tl•llE 1 
~nn J!JoO 1m 1etz1gcn Ro>nc1~p cl die 
f<o"~ d« P1latus uhPrnom.ncn h.it' 
Odl, 'i ,\ l die ProbeJuffuhrung 1m J\u­
g<1ot J!li7 den gegcntcahgC'n EffcJ..t be­
" irJ..t und )dare l\!ch1 hc1ls'verholtnis~e 
~e,c:ha!fen? (Fort~ct11ing folgl) 

~ \\ Ft,.nvn ni RCC t\. J3• 
: t L Kretz:cnb.id"e1 P~s..1on .. .,r.aut'1 und 
Che hti- L tllh \ SpJtl an d• n S uL!l"SI 'lf\("n' •n·· 

:~;!'n ~~~~;~ ~n~H~,iJl,,~lt~lt!11;~'..~1\t~~~·:1~~:: 
(hu1nt. 1 C:t"'""nOmShot;Vt~ St Ud1tn IV) 19";0 bc-..r~ 
ten• dll. gei•.1 d\e1t Sp elit nicht ab Vct\li.\tt~ 
Su~h1':R• so ... de1n ats E1nbnid1 df:r Kucfo: tn d ie 

""' ~b~!~•:;,i:;•:.~::.::~ p}i!10:~-r~1~t tn1~~~~r-.1)~11cs~t.~~ 
Cu1iot 1 t"1p~1.: 1131'1 ll'Jl it :Rcpatrt 19111 St.h:i.llt.. 1 
J a-.o • • Aus dC'l i.11sdH"lic :t\.Ylsc:hen c1cm \On 
kal..,vl1~hcr Fco:::unl;l..cU ccpr'°t:fm mtUe-l:»lte1· 
UCh.c.n All.-1>bu1zc1 Vo1J.Jsc.h"u~pld un<l dcm 
pioh .. lin h'<:'°\ 'ct6nten hun,.tnl,hK'iCT\ Mt.IMU.~r· 
a.ln~'-'c?r 1nt.l. l\:s dtr l!'.h~u:tien Stadt ent .. pron a.lso 
d:i.' Obf-1 11 ""IH! · .,!il.utr Spiel da.s sp!ltc-r <C"lnrn:.I 
allt" Cht a ' oh~• Untcrsc.h1ed der J.::onf"'"'lon 
~u. r11Ctn sol'ct ... 
u H P" nb:u."t::r 1n M Sp1ndlr:r, lhnObuch d~r 
ba.>~··uc.t"en Ce~-t\ cn•t \Jnler B"rUr..1 ... r. aur 
Cu nthet ~lVltC"" Cbcb l.h'C' dcr dtu actlcn Sretc 
J'relb1.or~ 193? 217 t RO•nl 1 \.\\Hd~ td t-1t von 
0 '1.111 . .i.nr"' T •<t des Olx'r.J .. , "\ ~q;uJ..t t' J .o.~u(llns 
SP th U l:t 1)1 '\~h lrr1t l.c.he "-1. "';;'."'be. Ou.:l:t n Jtil t 
N K('t1~1 J\l;>t:1nd ... a e ea .. o ... '..d·:l.·ntn (" '\sl .. 
und 1'.olhu .. ·n DeahC"!f l) u;w spr1c:ht \'On c1n.,.1 
etr.zl; 11 h(:t.n. V~rbm~u ' 7 \\ 1~ui1tl'"'\ C:er fntcllc'I..· 
tuell unh.•r T".tUt'rU.n. kuns l<.11sch~n ffo'le dcl 
Q1dc1 .. f•<1rr..nu.-<.elt \l:nd de• h"ndte .. tc:n n:t1\ru 
Rc.,llt.llJ de:s 'w oll..~!te."';el."pltb. 
:~ Zur Dtube1tu!'lC ,,on P Wtts.s. he--ntr.,_t Sc-ti ... t­
ltr 2 aaO 40 ,.Die Sprithl!' \Cr7Cc:hr'"'~ f.hl c .. nt 
Dul munr':)rtl:chc Ank? 11"1'='c= u.n<1 1c.g• .,tomlt d«.n 
Cl Uftd r .Jr dO)S JcUuftig'C 10t.)t1<c lnt~rC'~..,,t. AllCI 
dc.'tt .. th .. 1 Stdnune ~n dlf" .... CU\ SpH 1 nu.• "'""',.. 
T eU'f'ho'\l tr11t.."i.lc:tlt (In fll)Sntl s PH .. 10 J'H)Ytl l uud 
~.mt11C"hc A?lt,01u:n stnd \On dcr lU.1hr:c 'er· 
b' 1ht fled cu F'U"'1unamu1lt.- v Ord1&t R Mun .. 
Itel ROt•lUS Dcdl~r (1''1'1- 1112:?) E1n. Lebcr"s.b1h1 
dt.s ~on ponf~ •11 dcr Obcumm e-rgauer Pa.,s1ons .. 
must).. Mu n~tf'n \910 _thu: ~Urk~ lst d tc- Ecf\t .. 
ht""H thrc1 Emphndung: ~hrc t-alt&rhchke1t. 1.1rc1 
Volkstun\hchl..tU Dt-dtt.r lr..o:nmt Tnlt semcm 
SC"tu., f~n not.h DUS '1cr T::ad1tlon sDdGeutschf!'r 
K1r~~nn..1.t;,k tm II JO&blhUn<Jcrt .. Dle' rt1s.Swni. .. 
mu~l9' D tdli!:t"S '\o\Urde t.ur Au/tllhrunc ltSO von 
£1..1c.C"n r:i.pst be<arbtlt~t sculler 2 a:riO S4 t 
:• ~t Deutln;cr WaTIClhr t n,ach Oberammi:r~au 
>-t•t etncm ?\J.Cn 'ft•o: t \.On ' Hollerrr Mi.trithCI\ 
19114 Kt~\IS~-L:ang ••O I'! I \.C(\\et..5t aut t>ln-
1ctil lg. p.,. tr.111\,0slsch~ Vc .. o'tenUu.hur\;:cn Aur 
Anr.- n Un m.yst\.rtc (!e hi pus1f)n ttpr~cc.nt~ au 

- Jiit. '~ s.'rc e ! •art"" •~~ fol Ch n 1At1 Bhlncl"l untt 
1~0 Br<"mu1ut :Tut der. ~' ""'?\" .. n A?>har.d 
h.1111(1 n 
1· .<.1 ·u~e t .>ot: .a.-o 10 n1 t Nith\\""t\t..n DwO 

"' ! " S .. lt d n F scnuht::a R'-t.ulM1\. \.nn UC"' ~urd'-
1m evpn:cl lod\~n Bcrr1c.h d""r rt ... :;:o•l .. <.hc S 11 
ats d,.r k •rcf\llrt1c- Stl1 s.chlcc..1\1' 1 t~\.or.s1~i t, 
.. """UHt"nd slch dlf' k--.that 1,d ,.. 1'.ir .. "1~ 'ln lcc1n"!t 
e-ln~.:- 1 g~r St1tcm?f"h'un6 enhL 1 , ,.. C J'ockhq 

.. Vona 'c"uh• t 1\ zum tru.uitrn S l•l l'Oh7Cn 7u 
J<1rc.henbAut cf\ In der D v.c ... e S~c.)er lhT b1::. 
1aa Arc."'ll1 ltlr tio.tlllh1h<"1h Kuctat-ni;:: ...... U\ 21 

1:!~~) d2:s
0 p!:l~sl!nt!m~~ t~·~~llr ~~r:r~~~~~,; 

b is zur Ct>t~m\.>rl Scrhn 12U tll-2...0 
t• Sth 1tl .. r 1, eao e Sch~lltr 2 1\0 s.t .,.Ah 
typ1sr1t 19 J:iihrhundul .-1't"t ch.ht't dle tu1•·Hc·· 
n~rh .. ftc Fromml&:ktlt •n.1.u"ch<.n M.1"\ df~ e<hl 
und a"sprc.ct-cnd ~us D.3•<t'n'b\,q:crs Rto1 bet!ur.h 
lcudhd nlc:m:iind ~ehtHl od~r bt.l•ld1j:l u11d C'\od\ 
vl~ten c ln hNes sreuse.o E rlc:bnls ,e,mlth.lt .. 
H v.;t M siondl!J ~ Achon Fsul d une cr·u .. 
~ue dt la \.!e ct d unc sctcnce de h1 pr:ahq1..ot 
P.lrlt lini::: !1b'l und L A'C'llOn t, 'Bdt P.arts l t.:"'o 3? 
•1 Dlonocl aao 6!> 
.1~ a •nod ... I .uO lt V.:1 den .S:ammelb"'l~d \.Cl>n 
St"h::ll'er mlt. Dt:atr..-t;:~'' \On W ,. Ectccr1, D:)~ 
tt~d .in!l•' e Pa111;slon ... .1pl<.l und stln VHJ) •Hnls 
111m Jl dertum (t>-3l' K S chubert dcr P r07t:C 
JC ... ll (n der nc.1<"'ren e'ccct11ch-n L1l~t otur 
(#-"G::) t ~,1 ' O• st,.rn. •di~r Pa~!otr .Jhu t outt· 
Cf:i, : .o d.>7.j \V S.ardcr... An•c.s, :nit snu) bei den 
Ctn ' "tt ("cd '".<en 211r ch t'lll;f'lo:v•n J"Udf!'tlfcmd­
"i ~'t .. .., Pt '";>1• I d~1 OtJe-ri1.mn1er£3uc1 f";t!t. 
s r1 ~,,.,, c.tr L•uti".idO;-t 1'•C> ,,.. 
,. \ ,l r t 1mb,..t..k D1< P.ah1on~bCdC'htr de1 Syn.· 
nf'' .... 1 u L:,...•c dtor nru<.•lO 'E"C:<."C'loc S<lnl "t I 
• •O 
... f "t. It St h tlh I t 0 f) , .. 

I' 7 1\ J#I ' 1 tor VJ..t ft'>I 1 t M uo°'t.-t' MGC U (l,.,ll 
4~..- 4"A :I Y Rl,hl,.r l (C: X 
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Emen heite1en Ruckbhck ouf em be- seinen Plan vor Er lud m1ch ·ein. seme 
wegtcs M11s1J.:erlcbe11 1st m d1esen Ta- Vort riige in der Ursulak1rehc nut emcm 
gen rn der Htr::lerb111.•l1et1~1 erschumen· Stuck an der Orgcl einzule1ten und aus­
,.A/11 alle11 Re9utr1n" De1 lang1ahr19e khngen zu )assen. Er schatze d ie Be­
.l\1u11cl11icr Domo1 gn111~t Pralat W1smey- deutung der Mlbll, so sngte e r, als 
er lodt semc Leser dn:u ein, thn durch Wegbere1tenn fUr das gesp,ochcne 
die Kirclien und Konzert&a!e E11ropas Wor t hoch em Gute Erfahrungen, die 
zu beglcrlen Wu entnehmen del\ Enn- , e1 m Berlin m1t d1tter Verbindung vo 
nc1unge11 jCJl{,cnden Ab<chn1tt Wo1 t und Musik gem:r.cbt hatte, wurdcn 

Was 1~t das Sch6n~te 1n mc1ner Woh- 1hn vcronlassen, auch Ln J\funchen dies~ 
nung am F1au<'nplatz? Der Bhck von Form fortlusctzcn Er wurdc, S-> set1! 
dcm gro3cn Arbrlt~- und f\lfo'1kz1mmer er hmzu, die Hor.er ztl Bcz1nn des Zy 
Auf der cmcn Se1te gru3en dle Turme klus ddrauf aufme:-J...s::am machen, d:r. 
des Altcn :Peter und d€.s R:ilth:iuses d1ese Orgelmus1k em organischer Be 
zum Fenster herein, gcgen Westen standte1! der Abendvortr .. ge sci ;,Is Be• 
schaut man das Domd.lch enllani: auf t rag zurVcrhefung der Med1l:ltion 
die rage11clcn Turme dcr Frauenk1rche Untl so durfte ich denn, zue1st Ill S 

An Pmcr lnnlnwand stebt, zu be1den Ur~ul<i, sp:iler m St Syhcster, als Fa 
Se1ten flanl-i crt von Krippcnschaukii- mulus d~>S berOhmtcn Professors t::iti 
sten, dcr Bucher,chrank Dorl habe11. 1m sein, bis dann Gu:ird1n1 die sonnt~l1c~ 
Bc1c1ch der theolog1schcn Werke u" a Um,ersttatspred1gt m St Ludv.1g _ \OI 
die Bucher und Sch• 1ften von Romano emcm bre1leren Pubhkum iibernahm 
9uardin1, dem groOi.i:_ Anrtgcr der h- lch gab m•; bei der Faljndun« n~d 
turgi~chcn Bewegun1,, 1hren Ehren.Jatr. " 

i'' gce:1gncten, elnp1 agsam.cn ~tuckcn • aul D1ue Scht 1!ten, vom Autor s1gn1erl, dPr Orgclhteralur, eJ.:w:i 1 l Shi vo1 
stammen von emer pcrsonhehcn, ir-: B:1chs Orgelbtichlcin, v ie! Muhe .Jederl 
gendw1c 1m mu .. l.ahschen Zusammcn- falls hal dtc Horergememde Guaidini 
hang stehenden Bcgegnung mil dcm dabe1 gelernt, daQ auch cm Je1se g<! 
grofien Gclehrten sp1cltes Orgelstuc.-k eine. abschl1etlend' 

Als die Mcnschen m dcr Ze.it nach W1rkunghaben kann ' 
dem Zwe1ten Wiltkrieg, ermudet und - • - - . ' 

· abgekampft, emen wahren Hunger -, Ats Ze1chen d~s Danl<cs erhitilt 1~ 
n:r.ch Gctstlgem und Kur1Stlen- - VOi'\ Guardm1 )e\; e1Js zu We1hn.1chte, 
schem hattcn, muQten die Abendvortra- , und Ostern D ruck;iusgaben seiner A~ 
ge vicl Bc;ichtung ftnden, die Professor sprachen, Auszilge aus se1ncn Voilesui 
Gu.irclm1 -- d .. nnls eherr von nerlm an gen iiber Etl11k oder seine Deutun:; vq 
d ie Mundin~r Unl\Cl~tldl bc.rufcn _In R•l"c und Holde1hn mil pcr<onll<"h< 
ver-ch"cl<-n<'n Kn< hen d~ Stadtteils Wldmungdes Vtir!:l.S!-c"" ' 
Sch"ab1ng li1elt V1ellc1cht bin 1ch cmP1 dei- wenig~ 

kh fnhltt- m1ch cm1germaflen gc- Menschcn, die e1nen Bl.c\ tun 'durftt 
schmc1chelt, ab m1ch Guardin1 emes m das Verhaltms Gu<1rdinis zur Mu~1· 
schiinc:n T di?l ~ unlud, m scme Wohnun~ Er gestand ehrllch ~in, dan er b~i 
zu kommrn Musikh1ire11 s1ch n1cht Rechenscha 

E.< \\3r cme bemafle kom1sche Situa- darub~r geben kiinne, \\'Orin der eigeq 
hon, 10 du ich den groOC'n Denker 10 hche Genun bestunde Benn ' N;ic) 
seiner Wohnung m dc.r Kunigunden- hauseweg von eincm dcr Abendvortr, 
slraBe anliJ! E< muO kur:. \Orher de r ge au!lerte e r m1r gegcnu_ber dt 
MohPlwo1gtn 3 u,i:ctaden woiden sem, \Vunsch, er m6chtc sich emm:il von I 
der Gu:r.rdin•i. H.ib und Gut von Berhn nem Mus1ker erklaren lassen, was FJ 
nach Muncl•c.n zu hrmgen halt< Durch mophonie und Pol>phome se1 Die Fol, 
em Gc.wirr von -1obel~tuckcn und Bu- d1eser Frage war, daC 1ch den Profc5j 
cheif..istcn t-ahnte Sllh der Professor em cs schonen Nachm1lt~g< m meu1 

h d w h If Wonnung zu Gas• hattc Jen setzte mi 
mu s:im en Pg, um C'inigen 1 rci- ans Cembalo und \er~ucbtc, anhand l 
chcn Darnen Arm c1~ungc11 ube1 das 
Wohin der emt<'ln!'n Stuc.-kc zu crteilcn nc~ vier.;hmm1;rn Bdc'1-Choralsab 

und einer zwe1st .. n•ni0~en Invtnhon \J, Der z1,,1hC'h gcb.111k Jlf~•'n mil dcm Ga-
lchrtcnkop£ Cf\\ <d, t. dah('i irgcndwic Bach dcm w16b~g1~r1g<'n Gelchrtcn d 
den F.mdruck eir~. ruhrenden Hilflo- Gcgens:itz von l\htetnant•~, und Gq;! 

e1nander kla rzum<1c:hen, den man 1• s1gl e1t 
In cmer em1gcrm~Ccn ruhigcn Eche m!'mcn Fmgl"rn ablc..,en f..onne 

d« W•::"'"' l~m"='d~•. -~=•dooo h>Mo\1• :J 
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\U• 1 il<1 '·•·•'t·llua J.. .. 1>e, '\~~h.h<.n 
/ '" ' ' h oHm t t:. r,, ln n ct, r h\. 1), •c .. 

<111• llH.1<n P~•"(>.J· .. tn~ p"-)<.l .. ntnu1~h 
e • 1(1 • 111' d, n Hl.cJ... fur d1r S ·'·' :io-i 

Univ.-Ptof. Dr. Tusc( Georg :t;cgkr, 1\l.>i•11: ·. 

th"' -:'\f l n • hl·n 1aui tlc r •1u1..._d hi 1l und 
(., ,J. rl <1 1n1t t "'"' /u u1111g hc1 .tU~ 
)i an d• ult an Au;.:u .tnJS .. c.,u .. ~t"' ,t°', 
\ • r 1rh ti 1~ ll• •1 It J1 r lo'm,!t rn1s nut 
,1. In n. IC h do .. L •ch:e< Jm K-.mpfc htgt 
/.ur h 1hl"' htn ncJ 1i •d•ini: k·c rn1111 an 
11. r c;, '" 11nfn OHcnh~iung 12, 7- -12, 
'\O dc.r Kampf •r1ch<11'h rmt dtm D1.i-

v 

' I 
Fine 1m r1n1rlm n h•·cru1"h le rntsche1-
dung t\l 1,<111 n na, 1h1 1 J!H und Ro<ner 
ist fiir do'n Aufic ,frhcn<kn nicht v.em• 
ger sclt"1c11g • s fur die bctc1hglen 
Obcrommer .:1uc1 .111 st1thh111t1gcr Ver­
gleu.h trf.,•d< rte Ptne cingchcndere, 
Analyse cfcr bc.r'~n Tc'<tbilc.h<'r und dcr 
JCA e!l1gcn B«glc1tniu~1k, a1s cs h1cr­
mo,;htn L,f F..s \1crdcn de~hnlb rn~hr 
oder" t•n1;:cr s•<!:.,cl.ti~e >'111drucl..e rn1t­
gctc11t A.inc drm V•'rstand ~1ch die 
Prob•'aufft hrun,t ils nu~bavfoh1gc1 und 
korrl kl'" b1 du1 f11.;cr rntwurf, fur de­
rcn Voil rutun,; Jie 711t 'on W<1h­
n.,<.hh.n 1, t~ A.. 111!1.1St v~ r'v.•rclt \H rdt'n 
konntr> n1.: kt/It 1'\uffuh111ng W>n Da1-
scnb<..r,.:cr-Dulh r 1:rng n r.,h t.111<..r rm­
~tud1 .. i uni: ~ .. n \\', ·h11 «lltln 1'1~ Pimg­
slcn ubcr d ie t:kl'nc 

Zun .. thi.t fall,, .... mehrc, e ObcYem· 
s!m1m1rngen ;111f 13\..lcfc c;I,.. le v'lllne­
hen s1ch auf M<'hr('1rn 1'l-u1cn 7ur 
DJ1strlh.n11 der c1ecnthcl' cn JJ;indlnng 
trill dcr Chor, dcr die It bcnr< n Bolder 
aus dcrn J\l"n Tc:;tament crl..lait und 
cfurch die InkrpietatJon des l f.lnd­
lungs.crhu!s die 7.usc:lt,.ucr c1nbc11Cht 
Die Ur.tcrmilung <lurch \fo"k und die 
vff<nc nuiv,c rni l Vor- und IY•ntc1bt1h­
nc und Tl"Jt de rn r 11111.:-.1 t 1.;c.1 n•1tk auf 
die J,:indsc'1aft, die !\ta~<cn•1rnrn, die 
Au!tc1l11ng dcr !11"f~lund1gcn Dauer 1.n 

:t\~CI Sp1t.J7c!tcn ~ind bc1d~n Auffuh­
rungen grmc1n5qm Aullc1b•bl.-che S1c­
nen, \~re drr l\b,c)ltc'<l Jc;u 'I.On 'Lrner 
Mutter oder die Cbcl t c 1th tlng des 
s~i·I\\ c-1'ltm 11rs an V.;romk:t, fehlen 
lbcn~v" • mg 

Die Vc1s~h1r1l: 1J1i:1tt-n ~ind trot? dcr 
mthr .t\JBC'rCn r .. r:illclcn l"'fj!rciknd 
WJhr...nd n~1~nberi:tr In ZWLl glc1ch 
langcn IJ.i!Ctc.n "orm1ltags und nach­
m1tt.tgs /Ur Auf£uhrung gclangte, dau­
ert d.i.:. Rosncr~ptcl von 16 bis 18 und 
'I.On 20 JS bis 23 00 Uhr Die Prosafas­
sung Daiscnbcrgers, die auf mcht wcm­
ge :ilt\.erlr:iule \Vi.:ndungcn JUS dcr Bi­
bel iurut~ gN1f1:n konnte, \\c1cht emer 
D<':irbc1tung in Ver~form Die ~olks­
!11ml•cl1rn !'«clod•cn Dl'<llf'1s \\ urden 
1lu1d1 rlic "Ill'•'"" h~\ .,;1, re r~rnc:hnu­
'-lk l\1tl1tl'1..; t J '' lit 0 1C' .._11h1u Pc.hrnJt n 

PJ<td!fuhrn >n '1<n Ku.turrcn <' 1chcn 
J.., al :ct• n J(o1, t1 t~t • n Dito! ;. 1Jrtvh n D1l­
u• r au~ dri"l /\i: ' "I T· <t:lrl'I nt w•ndr n 
'J£ t111 \'1.-i Id, n. ,,!J~h £, " '• rcdu11ut 

th;.•11 q1\ti .die VulhH<hl ~unc-o. (Goll••) 
Die p 1r,Jx."m .. ~f"rii:~ :ing, .. h''muhfc su:h C:t .. ,1HJtcn° 1n cint. n1 g1.ind1oc..cn Gern .. 1} ... 

n 1cht l>luB h• J d.-r Wt• d< r· •be ckr -.lt- tk ,:• ''111lcfcrt "' rtl<·n • i 
11 ,f Ul'l>,nfh11ht n ''11Jhi!J(\r ;Jlfl t 1n~ "11~· - 0 ,1B ,,t., die 1~1:,;1 nthth~f! (;rgt.rt ll\p1clcr 
111't.hc <;ti 1ifo1ri1' uni.I ~· 11h 1111 •• h< 1\dc \ '"' 1, · 11~ 111d1t 1.lic J ud;-n, <OH<lC'm 5o.­
y, 1~u)f u.l•\111g, .~uJ1 Jn ~1 .. t un Gt•v."n'-ol1.• t ,'j, u1lll die ( 1 ... h r Cuu~u'rLn, "'-HJ vOr 
?U fruhcr nivi;l1di-l "'' nigc )?c;~o11cn, • :illdn 111 d·-n S1c,.,cn dc.utlich, in dcncn 
w1e Jos~f und,s~mc nrudcr, J oab und. mnc1halb des_l[ohq_n Rates die Ml'u)un'­
Amas,. Kam u?d Abel, Abr::ih~Pl ui;d ; J!.en der 13efurn orlcr und der Ahlehnc.r 
Isaak, Job, auf\rctcn laOt DafUr ~uchen: aes )'odes Jesu aufe11111nd<.!rprallcn Da· 
bet dcr Oibcrgsicnc und be1"der Au!cr-·· m1t isL ols'not~e.,d1~1<on!,~qucnz auch. 

_stclrnng die Engel der scc\J;rh~n Er~e- -:· c;ii~ unb~rechtig'tc umd <len Ht"lsplan 
gung Re• lt·1ung .tu tragcn, 1nrlem 51c Gottcs verfalschende Allcmsc'iuld dcr 
-.om \'fort 1um Gc<ang ubc-rgchcn Uber Juden crlcd1gt. 
all <l1<'<cn D1ff,•rc01en llflt s.ch nut gu- Dci all rlf'n ,.sieni5ch !>ehr "irS..un~s­
ten Grundl'n 50.- ohl tom 1''ur w1e c.m voJ1.,n" •• Vorzugcn dl'r Daisenbc-rscr­
W 1der :infuhrcn Fi,5ung 1m Detail u nd trotz nit ht gc-

Den eut•c/1uole1ul1 n U11trr<cl1tcd do- 1 m1:• r S) inp.1lh1cn for dcrcn Spr 1che, 
1..urncnhert bet -.1!1•r tJb ... 1um,l1mm1111g i\l11<1k und l1h11 nu•1 ung - d3s t1rf<..r 
m <'n thcolo,;ist.hcn Aufr.t<;o;unc, daB g1 undcndc S1chtb1n mad1erL c!cr Mot111e 
lt:t;thch dcr uncr;:riindhche lle1hw1~lc du Pa.,,,ion des Hurn 1m Rcxm .. r-T• ,t 
de,, V.tk1' die 1:.d1k.ile Fo1m des stcll- ist cm Po,,1hvum, das stl\\\cr ms Gc­
vulrrt< n-lcm ITCJlstod~ seines gotth- w1cht fa lit 

VI chr>n Sohnc<; 1x,, hlu>5cn hat .,,.ur l:.rlo· 
-nmg dcr \'!C'lt", rhs Au.f:e19cn der 
S•lwld d"'''r \'/dt Finclrm!!l•<..11 u11tl un- Obcrlcgungcn 
"ln<i .... t.uhhlh n1 "1't <t .. 1t C:..d,ut't!• ,,t, rlrr 
{,hor, \OHl1• r \\Jt clt r 1l 1r tU[ 1ufu1..:1k­
'~m hs to;t mchl •he Ju,lcn rlort , cr -
1 :atr n 1h1< n 'fann, w1r .illc J 1bc"'I 1la~ 
und oft grnug i:it.ui" (T ... ,lbuch 1977, 
s 35) 

Das huhnrnw11 !..<"me Millcl , um die~ 
se TaL~.iche einpr.1J:<am vor Aug .. n 1u 
fuhrcn, tst die Personif1zier1mg mensch­
ltchcr Laster Die V£rsuchhchke1t des 
M, nschen w1rd durch die raJfin1ertcn 
v ... 1fultrung<l .. un5(c des grun-gclb ge­
\\ :m<lcten N'f'1r'cs (.,rlcr Pn"'>lu~cr.1ft 
d:as Volk u1tfuh1<>n, das \\lid s•C \\nhl 
mo mr1•t. n 1uh1e>n") und c!•-s 'on ... rnem 
Gchhchultler b"gl1•1fclcn Ci .. 11,..s (,.er 
m11B "ch 1u clen Tuni; .. 1 n ' f'rtrl• n, Jtn 

,.ObC'ranun'c1 {:dU gla1:bt heute, ~cmem 
Ruf und gcrade seiner 'fr;id1tJon emcn 
ncucn Vcrsuch schuld1g zu <e1n" D:u•nt 
~lhhcBt das Vo1wort d<:l> Tc'\tbut.hes 
J!)77 Wer wiinschte drc~em Vcr;uch 
n1eht cmcn c:e.segnetcn Erfolg vor allem 
d:mn, we-on das Sp1d 1h cmc Fu'1n 
clLTt.\lhcl•er Verl..1rnd19:rng- bcJ:iht "1rd. 
Deshalb StlE'n 1m folgl'ndcn in a\lcr Bc­
schridc11he1t ean1gc Ub,•: lcgun!:cn zur 
Probcauffuhrung zusarr 01<. ng<'''1llt Es 
wcrclrn pr!rso'1l1cne ll•'' ncnt~ne En­
druC'kc gc-aullert, die aus nur cinun 
P1 •'-"'" 'Plt"l gewon1 ca ' "' u1 <ten und Jc...s:­
h.11 b m1t dllem :.rbotcnen ''orb~halt 

. 11ur1u11ehmcn ~•nd 

Judas noch writ mehr vc1 blr nclcn' 7) J\fift!!d~nd lur 1hre .AuOcrung lSt die 
aurg<'ckc:.t unr! ;;u'I.· 11ul1l '01.rc.11 Fm- J."1 l..rnnl111s Gott tut m :semem Erli5-
5a!1 foli;t <!er 5!r 1k1~ir' ct.'• 11.\sws, \\cl- "tn~swerk 1war all('S ti.her er tut cs 
chc 1n den Ilollf'n t. •1rn 1u~.lltllllcn m1t n1cht allcin F.r will den l\fcr.schcn be- i, 
J,u11for ~hgMprod1cn w1rd \Vo .rnd1•rs te1hgen, 1ndem d1eser ~eme A'l·l:l::cn, 
w1rd in uner duart v(.r,,l;indhchcn scme Tatente, dte m thn lunem-gclt'gt ·I 
Eandr1nghchkc1t das Wnkl'n des Todes worden s1nd, zur Entfaltung br:ngt und • 
1m Sold dcr Sunde und Satans cntlarvt e1nsct:zt - auch und erst recht bet der 
Wte hier au( der nubne? Wc1tergabe Ulld Vermittlung des Ile•ls. 

Der tm.,rmudhch mimer w1cc'er an- (lnqclic>ts Jesu Chnst1 1m Neb..'ne111.m­
<;el1endr Shut cli>r Y,slcr um <he Sc.-ele der des Raumcs und •m Nachcina.n,ier • ' 
d< < M! "" h•'n, cl1c "rt"' 1h1:c K 1p1lula- dci 7 t.tt Das bi<her vor Jllem unler 
!1<>11 d.,., Men>< h< n, ah"r .111<..h cl1e oft- 'r<'1l I c .... .._.gtc '' 1rd br1 1kn folgendcn 
M~h.:c und lrt1tlrlh "1d;!t•lt1gc N1<..'<.lcr- J\u~Cuhr11n,;c11 vorausg<'<.el1t u t.1 mt h t 
la gr dc5 l'o<, n, dt<' .m~t'h 1ul11 h vorzu- mchi c•!l•'rs en• .ihnt 
fvh.rn i<l dcr i:• .,:lc V<>r1111:~l('-. Rosner- Zunnch~t set auf die Zutun:c.lun~ 
Tl '<l<'s 5 <'111 Knn1c-pt l 1P.t cl, n l<rru:tcs• cmgc.g rn,:cn Es .-hemt \H.Jer nr.t g I 
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11<.Ah -inc• lH 1< hl. ,1'" -;l'" ld .uc. r 1u 1 .. ur­
U"'n 00<.h 'n11h'n '" t t gl,u:h '''"!JC' 
Sptelculhc,flu --.n(!<,l1•hl \\~ tdcn \V.1rc 

'- c~ nicht mut!l1<.h, <h.n B-..:;,nn t.f~1 Ptusc 
, • ' t r-· Vcrrat dl~ Judas ('5 b5) .iuf den . 

~db~tl'1'01d des Jutl:L!> (lfJ:J) zu ~crsch1e­
ben? Der 71\ufo 'fc1l \\"rclc d:inn m1~ 
dcm 'Tod und d.::r Au r.:-1 sld1ui1g Jr.~u 

enden DJ1111t cnlf1cle g1c Deh\tung 
du~h dre Obcrl.mgc von fa~t dre1 Stun­
dcn m der ict11g1m zwc1tcn Spielhalftc 

AuOerclcm cmphchlt cs ~tlh ;ms vic­
lcrlci Griindo•n, <he nichl cigcns bcn.mnt 
zu ~._.., o.lcn bpu<'hl'n •••, d.lS Sp1d vnm 
Nachm1tt~:: und Al1cnd auf tlC'n Vornut­
tao tnrd Nndm11ttag 1u vcrll'gcn, w1e C'S 
b1~her 1mmtr Drouch gcwC":>Cn 1~t Du~ 
Ko~tcn dtr nC'!Puthlung und 1hrC'r Ma­
schmcnc spickn d..ibm ~ c1n~ \H~Cnlh­
d1e Rolle Fs schtmt viclmc'hr lcchn1~ch 
t'mfach nicht notwcnd1g. bei ent-;pre­
chendcr Au~lcucMung dtr Hintcrbuh­
ne, be1 Vc:r\\tndung von Vorhangcn 
u~f auf cl1c Ndd1t au~£uwc1clu!n S1cher 
wurdc d,lrch eme Aurtenung auf die 
zwe1 Tageshnl!lcn wc1t mehr gewonnen 
als verlo.cn M1t der RucJ..1.(.>hr zur tr:i­
d1tloncllen Obung wurden aullerdem 
\\Ohl manchc Rcsscnllments abgo:baut 
werdcn und die Verdachtii;ung, ,,an­
ders" etnfachhin als S) non~ m fur .,bcs­
ser• anzu'>chcn, <ntl-raftet 

Die ~t<:llll\\\ c1sc antiqu·~rt und ge­
kllnsltlt w1rkcnde r.~unfnssung 1st 
n1cht und m icdcr .Hms1lhl e1n Vortc1l 
Dies Urte1l vcr~ti!rkt s1ch, wenn m<1n 
s1ch die Verse auf 1hrc ~prachltchc Gc­
staltung und 1hre VerstandhchJ...e1t filr 
d, n Zuhorer 1Mhcr an,,chaut :P.m Bc1-
spicl fur '1ele sci angcfuhrt .,da er die 
l{ranJ...<'n hat gc'hcilt - und 1hn£'n den 
GcS'-1.d nlc1\t7" (15) Die Re11t:ihon 
von Vt.rscn stellt an dC'n Serccher gu.iOo 
Anfurdcr,mgc"l, erst rtcht, "enn es steh 
um Kn1tteh.crsC! h:mdclt. SoUte man 
nrcht, um dcr Volk"l.,prache nahe zu 
blc1bt>n, bet cnls~h~JC!enden StC'lkn auf 
d<!ri authe11t1schen Prosatc:rt der Rrbcl 
zurilcl.grc1fcn? Schon jetzt \Vlrd bc1 der 
Vcrl C.$\lng des Urtc1lsbpruchcs des P1ta­
tus auf Prosa iibP1gegangen (145 ff) D10 
Worte Jcsu am Olbcrg, die Emsct.mngs­
worte bc1on Ahcndmahl und dte Worte 
Jesu am Kreui.e b1eten s1ch IP 1.hrcr 1n­
tens1vcm Dichte <!a1u :in Es w1rJ..t mcM 
ube:rzeugend, wenn man Jesus am 
Kttuze bcten hort .,0 Valer m des 
Hunm<>ls Ztnnen, - kh b1tte cbch, vcr­
zc1he 1hnen" ocler ,,,Ve1bl Den statt mc1. 
ner 1ch benenne, '-- Johannes, !ur dl'm 
Sohn erkenne" (169 171) •ob Doch sind 
vor all~rn in den unisono wiedcrholtcn 
Schlu!lversen des Chores, der Holle 
<:>der des Hohen Rates empragsame For­
mulierungen gelungen. z B ,,Es !St be• 
schlossen, er soil sterben - eh w1r m1t 
unscrcm Reich vcrderben" (18) 

Nachst dcr ~p;achlachcn schcmt <ho 
t11tu1bh•rhe Gestaltung m manrhcr 
Jhn"Jcht dner Rcvmon 7U bcd1.rfon 
Dur<.h oen n ,hr hcgcndcn Ruckgrirf auf 
r:osners i:< 1l;:r no•scn Ru.bier 1st ._1n 
:•daqu:itrs, \\ t "n :iuch :ik:ideint~ch w1r-
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l.' utlV f't u,f \U1 /U <lf Ill Ju{ l\r l. •'lh:; ... 
lUtuh( h )1(1Iul1'<.l1t I !,hJ fh. l J"' 1. 10 110• 

\'' C' Cun<l<"J1 \\onh .. n ~n.•1 nuhl \·,• 1\! 
P.:.t tu~n n 1(/u l 1nJ.! 11-ntJ! J.!• 1 J\t ,,, Von 
uncr ,,k.inl~l.ih n 1\.11 lvc'1k' '' h,'.\hll "h 
mcht all.<u v1Pl genc>rl..t Jn•i;t" •mt h:it­
te 1~h den F. nd .. itk, d,1a <he mu,;k:ih­
sche Unkrm"llung ,1uf d.e vet•< lued<.n­
artis~n S11•ncm:Ol1;cn ni<.ht bc-.ondc1 s 
emfuhlsam tmgeg,mg .. n J\t V1rllucht 
konntc trot' :tiler Bc!u1chtung, d .. B vie· 
le Koche dln Brei verderh,•n, nls F'\.• 
ptrl.e Dr R•>bcrl :\tunskr, dcr Orrcklor 
cicr Mt1'1k•J1omlung d .. r R.iycrr~<.'hcn 
Staal~i>1hl1uth"k Jlfuno.hrn, br.1;~c-1oi:cn 
wuc:lcn Von 1hni .11~ 1.1uc in K°<.nnC'r d cr 
mu<;1~ 1l:~chtn l 1!o•1;itur H1t11lc" purrte 
m~nchl'r Jlmw<'IS t-rw.ut..t \~crclrn 
Doch we1d; n che Au\~tdluni;<'n m1t nl­
lcr Re~enc go' IUl\1 1 t, cla c ll\ bloB cin­
mahges Ho1tn I.cm fund111 lcs Urtc!l 
erlaubt 

Die beidcn Engclancn sollte man al­
lerdmgs bcsscr strc1chcn S1e smd gut 
gemcrnt, \verdt'n :iber wohl kaum ver­
standcn Dagegcn kunnte man uberle­
gcn, oll d te Spann • .ing dcr Zu~ch;iuer 
bc1m m1trc1aPndcn Jct1ten 51cntnb1ld, 
dcr Verhcirhchung Go:tcs durth die 
h 1mmhschcn Chor!!, mlht durch den ge­
mems;imcn Gesung von nGroflcr Goll" 
"m1t Paul.en und Trompetcn" au{gefan­
gcn werdcn sollle Da<; geme1mamc 
Lied schlieClt D;irstcller w1c Schau<;p1c­
l er i.usamMcn 1m gcmemsamcn Voll~ug 
<ks<;cn, "as das '>p1el 1rn c1gcnU1chcn 
Stnn 1st und ~cm will, cm Aht der Got­
tesvcr;-hrung Bel..annt smrl die Cborale 
m den Passionsmu~1!..cn 13arhs Auch 1n 
fruhc1 en P,1s<;1oo«p1clt!n w:iren cl1c Zu­
schauer 1mmcr w1C'd~r ~urch den 
Volk\Jl'~anl.! in die !fdn<llung c:mbc10-
gen worden Ob dr .. ,cr VQIS<.hlag pr:ik­
hkabcl 11.t, k:tnn nur an Ort und Stelle 

·au<;i:cmacht wcrden 
Die It1~zcmerut1g g1bt s1ch nrcht ohne 

Erfolg•und v1ele F.rnf:lllc ~tcblhch Mu­
he Angc:o;1chts dcr kur1en Vor))crc1-
tungs1e1t gcbuhrt 1hr eire ungete1lt~ 
Anerkcnnung Sie h.tt ausr.ug!Nchcn, 
\vcnn der Text d1e t-etscluet?ene.1 Span­
t1utigspole zu. wcnig bcruck<;1cht1gt D:is 
Pai.i.1oni;sp1tl soll thcatc11Hri.s~m scm 
und £uglc1ch dcm relrgws~n Verkund1-
gungschar.iktcr Rcchnung hagen Es 
soll, ohnc in Plalttudcn abz_usmkcn 
:ius.~agekr.ifllg sem und zu~lcich als 
Spiel dt'S Volkcs fur d,s Volk uberzeu­
gcn Es 5011 den vcrsch1<.-dencn An,pru­
chen, Erwartungen l31ldungsmveau>< 
dcr Zu5ch:iuer e1\tgcgenkonunen un.> 
zugle1ch dcr Verant \Or~ung gcgeriibe­
dem rehg1osen Stoff ~~ e gcgcniibe. der 
Bcsurhern glc1cher"'e•sc gerecht we::­
dcn Dal> d1~e schie: 1.'ldurch!uh:-barr 
Au"ga~ Jeden Tht>i'tnrmann ebensl.' 
re.zt U"d m1t nllcr-.,.•.1,en Probl~mc­
kon~r"n~ crt, r5t 7u-bnd~n!.cn Auer. hie: 
gilt w•e i,berall l:"l J.ebt-n :Ccirc 
Ext:e-nc1 

F.1n bc~runtktcr, mt i1t, w1llfuTu iger 
Ko111p,om1P bidet s1ch :ils clcr trfolg­
"e1 sprethmde _ Wcg :an Er ~nlsp11chl 

1l.,, 10 \Hl 1T1tli114)1 ,11 n Oh 1,· tr..l d •• l t i...r -
b~ t tff r c, t 1lh1n .. ! ht ,,,.,,lC-t!. t 11 • \ tt"ll-

H ' '" ·11u .. J11""~ r .... ·~·1t. dlC IT,, UllC in ' 
! Z J{-.,1 t:;' J'' und JC: ntu::.1l~h n: .. Nu .. ht 

un!t ... <.lh .... t \.crhnnrhccn '",r J l, so1td()rn 
Ch11.1t.1s Tt.~U'< ;its clc:n u .. rm'- --' uns • 
o,db•t nur als cure Knet.hle um J .. ,u 
"'lien" 

Dul1"1lb wr rd,on die RCH'llltmg.pou­
•e,;--,m~enchm cmpCundrn, die 1m An­
~chluCl ;m du~ Jchcnden Iltldet oder die 
L-1stc1:-.1cnen und den darauf !olgenden 
Chor durch die Mu~1k cmi;cschobcn 
wcrdr.n F.s 1-ommt d:1bc1 J"lChr .-uf die 
T.1h:icl1e und wcn1gcr nut ,he L,,n6,C: :in 
7.u \. H'l LL'1t<..htPH!.,,wC.1..,c ~u liu~f! '.\ \l ~ 
\\llll~tr \Vie -~hun l'I ~:ihnt, ,md J<sus 
und c:l1e L,,tcr die be1den W1tlcrp"11te 
Tr• h rt ~'" ih ~ok"lle dwtli<'h und .n1s­
grwn;~en in Jo:rschcinunc" Die llollcn~ 
~,cncn \\ cnlcn d~rcl\ die ltri&<.hcm'll!cn 
Org1cn cmcr alonalen Schla3.cuc:ballc­
ric Jc1t1not1v1scl1 gesch1tltt eini;diihrl 
Ebcnso w1rd der Holle Rat 1ewe1ls mil 
Trompctcn angekiind1gt. EIJ\c le1tmott­
tnsc7le Heri,orhebung Je$u c!Jrch une 
bcsllmmte l11elod1e dcr Streicher fehlt • 
Oeler •~h habe sic uberhort 

D~r gcsamte liollenspuk m1t gc1ungc-j 
ncn Anlclhcn nus M:itlhtas G1;inc\"ald 
und I hc1 onymus Bosch wird fiinfM~I 
m1t llra,·our . \VIC e1n ,,d:imonrscher 
Pei tM.,nfan1." bcmdhc ~icl<'bnertn 
Sc.hon rt.in oplisch uncl <11'u'ill~ch ""'~r- l 
den dadurch clJe Gctvtcl>.te verscho.bcn 
Mein Vorschlag 1st, ncr ~e<>:1mlcn bolh­
schen Vers:irnmli.ng mi.t Lll21rc,r am 1 
Anf:mg bei dcr B~schluBfas~ung (3-8) 
und am Ende bc1m F,1.-,gestiindnis dcr ' 
N1ede1lage (185 f) di~- Ehre zu gcben , 
Wl'nn cs~em muB, konnt-e noch c4c ver• 
n1c11ilhthe Sfcgc<;foir.r nach dcr Verur-. 
tcolung .Te<:t1 (149 U) lotei:_1crl werclen ·' 
J3~t dcnai.\vet~r d1c1 jjb,..1g•'" Sze­
nen wflre cine <vemgcr ;>µfw~nd1ge B<:- • 
sprcchunf! nnter ell'•\ I~i-.tcm nhne I u• 
.<l(Cr und •cmtn liof~laat Mlu.i:1on,!;C- • 
rechter fur den mottviertcn Fo1 t.r.•ni: , 
der ll:indlung und

0 

crg1c1>1gcr !Ur e111cn , 
vcrst:andni'ivolten' M1tvoll7ug (G2- 65 
121 u ev 149 Cf) Die Ge:fahr, durch all- · 
ru dickes h'urtr:igcn ms Ungl.iubwurd1-
ge und L~_cherllchc ab"ugle1tcn, d,lt! 
n1cht ubet:>Chcn \~crden.. Darum mc1ne 
1~h. man o;oUte es dabet hc\Hn.:icn las- ' 
sen, daB Judas s1ch m1t tcu{hschr-r Ass1-
ste11z auQ_iongt D..!£. a.D'ic:hlicllende !fol- , 
lenfahrt kann man s1ch be:::.cr s.>ar~n. ! 
Sonst schlJgt die Tragik allzu k1cht m: 
G:iud1 um Aullcrcr R.ohepun.t...t emcs • 
Passionssp1els ist die KreuzrgungssLcne . 
Den JJ1I1eren Sinn des stellvertrctcndcn · 
Gehorsams.Je1dens Christi ,,blS zum 'l'odj 
am Kreuze~ (Ph1l 2,3) enthullt die Ai.f· , 
erstehung Darum erJdart der Auler- j 
sfanc!ene den be1dcn Jiingem auf dvn: 
Wege n:>ch Em:rns ~MuGte nicl•t de!'• 
Iv~csstns dles Ic1Cen, um so in $t.tnc 1 

Ikn hcilkc1t c•nwgchc.n." (L'I;; 21,2G)? In­
fol;c:dcs•cn w.ire es 11n-smnig, rn1t dl'r 
K1.-.111c.\!!llL].Uf,nh(iren Doch \\ 1rd JC· 
,~ .. r Vc1such, die Au(c1sl\'.'hung ~,· ,,,t 
d.11,.1i..tcllen, unmcr mi:hr ah !1 ' i!'V ~·-

I 
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do)! b'1.. •,, n Das ~·It ;noch for •'cm 
cntm:.t,,11 1 1h!-1t'r""nckn V<.1 ut.h, clLrch 

·~ V<:.nt1dlv'o! ckn mLh.mp1ri,thcn Vor­
i;.oui,: fur die <;111nc far.br.r /ll n•,,hc n 
o.c AufL1 -td1ung s<.:b>t h:it 111un-nd 
gl:>1..hu1 D 11um l<,mn \•nd ,oil ~1c a11ch 
~1~.:.1.<.hh'.!.<! _m Go·~·lht l~c­

).o:nmcn AbLr den AufL1 ,t;mcknLn h'lt 
m,1n SC~t'hLn Pan:m muB du~'"• \~IC 
~~( '!lfa,\U•!~-u-n Kr( •>C 
~uncr Jun1;1rk1hhnft~1,dwrncn Die 
'fhe>n\"O ''\ nc uncl nolh l11" 'l'I clt't M1s-
~.i .. f,-tii ~~iC ",\Ji!.:t7 '111Ll;-n •a~· 

~I\ n .. ' ~/f nr ll h .. itlt n ( :, \\ 1d1t 11"0V'u .. 
;;::;n.l1t..i\h 1'1t; ftuht n1 I un./ t'" h 11 rnit 
dcm Ht rm Die li•'/l'IJ,IC ~ '"h' 11n1i;ii; 

_.J.cs.... \ ufJ.1 .. r~,1rlcnPn "llS G irln, ... t 1n t1Pr 

D~J:e"nur. • l'Ht M:in;!i M'lS:di\lu1a h,!J 
...»'Ohl ;i,llg1·m• m t:ntl:mscht 

Ob m:in die Brutahtat des Todt's m1t 
dcm A!! •. '>..it c1nes ubcrd1mens1on1cr­
ten P1 ugcls o.ler bC!oSOr m1t dem cler gc­
wohnll'n 5cnsc '¥<'ran:.ch1uheht, ruhrt 
an cm g~n•1cllcs Sclb~ :1. Pr~tundms der 
Instf'ntc111119, inw1c\' c1t ,,c c:.a.h n.ls d1-
d.ikll~d1c F<>r m cler Vcrk11ncl1gung vcr­
steht. ! w:.t ,, cit ~oll <la~ 13c~tnhr n, den 
ZuschauPr LJr be,~urtc.n Id .. n!1!1uc­
rung m1t <'• m Wort i..nd Cler T<>t dt.>s 
Pas~1ons.;c~c1., hens an1u1 rgcn, d:id•nch 
cilc1Lhtc1t '' r.rlcn, dafl in<1n auf Jllvcr­
traute Sc!"ivr;.ta l!u1ucl..i;n•1!t, U'll ihm 
bet ,,;c:•1c1 .,:;: i...t•i;cn Po>lllvn abLuholcn? 
S"ll man <,ch al~o scmc1 Spr..;che und 
S('1ncr B1ld1..r bt>d1cncn, 1lam1t er ~1ch 
w1cdcrcrt.c nnt und kit.h:cr 1n Jcr 
TT 1ndlung ,• «'ll• rf•nd1 t? <)rl••r soll rlrr 
Zn~• h ttl• r <iuu.h Ulll!<.." ,,l)ntc und OUf­
l lllft:lilof(' .:;, 1 .. ,. 1 lhu 11>1c 1u' c.!• n c.111-
,.,,, f.tl1r1 ntn l)c nk.... und Vc~r ... t• lht1l'!S­
t;h.1)'"-n hr'" tU ~:rt•\VhJ ft. n \1.l'r<lc.n? In 
d<.1n , on1 n }Jllc. droht die Grf1hr, ,1,,B 
H ~•ch in sc.1nc1 b1,hcngcn dcf1t1lotcn 
lfaltung n'11u kicht hl•"<ta tigt fuhlt, 1m 
«11uJ.,.n."'n .t"':.t11c, rldf3 rt '1th unw1lhg cnlcr 
unhc.w.,Bt 'PCI rt und die l!andlung au­
nr nan ~,·,ncr ~cclenhaut ablauft, ohne 
C'Ju1udr1ngcn 

F..s set ..,,,r crl:iubt, 11oth cmmal cine 
dnm\t /u,»n·no!nh~ng<'ndc Ver,uchung 
n•od~rntr D.d •kllk, .1uch Hclig1onsd1! 
d •t.hk, ~ntJ·p•r<'hcn, nnml.ch das P.c­
~lrd>cn, C'S m3Jhlh\t dndcr. .tu md<.hcn 
nh b.;!otr N1<'1n::nrl :ibcr k:inn ungc­
sh :ift <.he ~u,tndJ:th11gc Erfahrung nc­
g 1crcn, die 1M AnscllluO an /\1"10\clcs 
d ie Form1.1.crnng gcfundcn h · l Hin 

ml'd10 ~t.1t vu I us" In linem vcr-.nl\'.or­
lctl!n r,..bt-n ,:eht cs m• ht um M1Helna· 
C1gJ.."•t_ l-:, "'t v1elmehr die Jt!Wc11Jgc, JC 
und Je ncu /U suchu1de SJ>1innu11g$1111t­
tc z w"ch,.11 e:rtrcmen Polen an7uslre­
bcn Das Etnslnchmcn und Durchh:illcn 
•fer Polanlut, <kr Sp:innuni:, und nocht 
rl:ls .t.U\\\'• 1cl1.::n tn Pol.a1 1"crung durch 
•he Nr !,loon tmc5 cir r ht11k11 S11.in­
nun1: •pnlc " l d.i~ C 111111l1;""tl / Jt'<l\\C­
drn f .1 lxn• 

.. :, l:r a <?, r .:lll ..,~, \ '>J:' a.r n P1of1l1c· 
r J'"'t! ,l l bt 1d1111(0•1h 1lu nt("J\ Tr 1• 1l ,111d 
rl, r 11.1Jlr-;;1..1~te1 1,1 <lie Cr•,LnllbLl ' :cl­
'·1r1 l1,,., K 1 ntrnc:(,,., / \"' '' htn d\..rn nc1-
h1l u r ;o,rcn,;c k.m },1•11ng Jesu m Jc-

ru .... ,11', '1\ l•11d t\ •n 1"':i.f .1 ... H tHli•b"U'll'"' I ,,-rt hp ,1, r Dur. 1 fuhn•ni.! t:;.(J\\olll lun · 
c:ch'' ln1g bl'•11)':;Kt u •ng<",. ~1n di.\ 1kb1.- ~ 1 hHic h ,,, 1 <;1,,cf( r \\ \\! cit' ~l'" h' Ub 
ns Objcl.l Jl<l< I r'"" "" 1 urg P ie b10- ,1 l F' "''" '!! \ ;,. ,, .,fi, r ,..,_(:i1!t -· ~"(•hi 
dclndL n >.f '~" n.,,n,n on d c r D a1 ...... n- 11th! <U .:1 rll;-'icn u111l 1\t \\Ohl auln 
bt"'•!!~r-r'l. ... ·tJf'C: .. ,nd un\•t.:!t.~c.."n Sic !l it.ht 1irlhg .Ahcr 7\.Liitl..hdlt,inf: w:ue! 
dllrf,,n .1uch h, un n,.,.111' <;111"1 nl<j1t .on;~c!.n .1cht und '•r!ludit cm \ngthot/ 
~i\hu .;u 1\lc M, • "''' n1 n he- ' "'••l F>.< 111t1Ln fur d 1c3u1•i;rn Sp1cll'r, 
i10t1gtn . ire I Ill!• 1c 7.• 1t 11ir F1n,!ud1c- chc s1th du1th unc u1lcn,1ve r.insto.n-j 
tung 'lh fur <he P11•h( 111ff11h111ng 1ur 1'l1111gvcubc1r1len wollrn 
Vu (u!lung ~l.11vl I•}. , 1, ht noc-h v1cl i::~ u 1!-.pl llh1 c111cm •n11lllOJl•d1cn 
T'r1,b111 11 h. it l>t~.or W, o.:f 1ll<'n d •t f Ph- C,r,l.'11., 111B dt..t em1~·lnc .ii:. CihL<I c1t11.!r 
nc \',oJu, l fur rl., v, "' uulni' <for f;, m< m ... 1,~rt w11t•,d1cnd "'n drr 
lf 1n1lh .. n1! tlh" \\Ol1l1 •'C /\ u lrt•Jhunt,: clrr .<;1,,wn•tt•H/ 1n clu.(rt C-:t..mcu1,r11.•ft ,.!c-
Jl 111rll..r.i<.,1l< 111T•111pd I'' •i:l 1111l l><,(1u1mt """ nuum hlC... 

P ie Kr• 11•i:,1"'!J wird h 1n<h1t·1kluh \\ 11 hll1l 11nrl, w1c snir .,, \., int, un~< r­
gu.it!Nu mi11u11<" n 1chvoll1••/J< n \V1rd mc1Cllith, rl 16 <1.t< i; .. n7e Dolf g<'1.1d,•1u 
h1<'r 111chl llt v1d de" Gutcn gd.in? Es ~on Llnt'ln P,i..,on""'l"cU1~ber c1f.1Bt 
'-Oll nlLht M 11l .. •<I, ,onde1n M1tlc1dcn, ""tl Das mull s1ch .1uch ;iuBtrhLh 
das m de1 M1hdt we11<.rn 1rkt, hcrvor- k1.ndtun Das w· .. ,h~cnln<;S('n dcr Haare 
gerufen werdcn bet dcr mnnnhchen Dcvolkerung im 

Nebcn cl1e•cn mehr als Anfr:igen ge- Auf!Uhrung$J.dhr truci viclle1cht d1c>cr 
dachtcn Bcmf'rkuni; .. n sleht und !allt Et!..cnntms unbe,..,uBt Reclmung Es 
1edcs Sp1<>! m1t der_Qf,J:~~9un9skTaf_t solltc mcht :ib;:cs<.h~frt werden. 
~d1a1J\fllele11 rrl1er T.e1r1!!!!9~'! Mir isl II.ls L:ucnsp1cler kommt eben die ge­
nckh m lcbh:iflcr !~nnncrung, WIC Ju- Samte Bevoll..er111•!1 VOil ObC'r.immerg.iu 
cas (SLh\(:1;ghf>fc.r) 1950 und 1960 von m Betracht, auch J1CJLn1gcn, die s1ch 
dcr Vrrtwurlung v,1e cm durres mil dcm Ro~ncc-Sp1el n1tht ohne wote­
He1 b~tl.iub nn W1ndc ubcr die Buhno 11 s :infreund"n \..onncn, w<'•l 1hr Herz 
gcM1belt \\utdc Allen "tockte der am D'l1~ .. nbecger-Sp1el hangt D:is Gelm­
Atcm Der egotcnt11~che Jud:is und der gen des P:1•~1on<sp1els .-1rd mchl zu­
reumulige Petrus s111d Z\\ c1 M:innc1, de- lct1l <la<lJrch b~'hmmt "erdc.n, m,v1e­
rcn gegensatzhcher Leb<nsweg .cin wc1t die D~volkernng einmullg in.am­
clankb.ircs Khsc.hee fur cane J..ontrasttc- menf1ndct und zus.immell'-tcht P1:rson,­
rcnde Nach1c1chnung abg1bt E1ne hche Emp!indhchke1len mu'>SCn - h1er 
Glariile1stung gelang dem Ke1d m se1-, gegcniibcr dem Dienst am , Ganien zu- . 
ncr Doppclrollc als Neid und als ;Rcbt ru<k:rtehen, so berechlogt u'\d vcrsl5nd­
n t1'•·i;en f1cl k w. .ib M1 t clcr ubcueu- heh cine anfJngl1che D1stanL1cnmg g~­
!!' .ukn n,r,tr llunr, rhc i.cr Rnllc s!eht '~c:.cn ~<'In m 'lg \V3s cew<'s.:n ,,1, •~t 
uwl I.int J•.cl'·S r.O'>IOn''l"tl .nj~ u. lc1l gcwC"l'll> E~ "lcht ' n1chls G<'ringcn>s als 
cit r .in T olr ntr 11 "' in-.lo! i\f 111n tl 1rf den the Zvkunrt dt's 5p1cl~ :iuf elem 5p.~1c 

Jc~!" ' II'' 1, n" \1' A/,) "t 11n.1ni:• hr 1eht Alltn ~t'I nnt l Kor 14,20 gcqai:t .. ~rib 
Duch \<.hem\ tk1 n1og1>l ll .. n> 1Jhlonl.n dc1, $Cid nicht Kinder :in V<'1 ~tJndl 
(J7) fuL dlL'C uu\ugloehhch sc.hw1cn- St'1d v1clmchr Kinder an Boshe1t, :in 
gc Rolle ube1fo1Jrrt, \\cnn er auch 1m· Vcr,t.1rid, i\bcr rc1fc Mrn,c'f..cn ~ S.chcr­
/\\, 11ln 'lei! ::n S1du 1 h•1 t !!'-'"inn lod1 "u11f<'n nianchc Sdn.icrii;kertcn 
r.·h~ab<'lh J.ibl01.lc:1 (27) als l\far1a und b c1 dc.r l~csd1ung der Uolkn lt1..11to!r 
l\fax Joblanka (l7) als K.11ph..is ~chcincn gelost \\erdcn 1.orncn, wenn s1t.h allc m 
demgcgcnuber cntw1U..luni;i.filh1g Bct•dLht kommcnden Burger sc\b,.tlos 

In~ges:imt mun vor alkm d>c schon 1ur Vtr!ugung stl'llcn wurden und -
erw.ihntc "ch""1crige Aussi>rache der clas ist d1c"unauswe1chltche Kchr<;('1tc­
Rc.1mfos~ung • v crstnndl1chC?r emgcubt in die Aus\\.ahl e1nbl'1ogcn wurden 
v.eulc-n Abc1 wrm :;agr 1ch das7 Bt~chof Das Pass1on.sp1el ist einc 5,chc des 
Sdm .ir1Lnbiick :;i hJ.uhert den allgunci- gan.:en Doi fs und soil eme Sacltc <lcs 
n1.n Ernchuc-lc, \\Inn er d:ir 1u! vc1 w<'ist, g.1111cn Oor!s blcibcn Desha lb so1llcn 
dnB "noch die 1111(\\emhgc Stcneric und nach Miighch!..e1t keme Anleihen be1 · 
die ~o!nltLn<d1c Kraft dcr L:11cndnr- nupcrdor/hclten KTii/tcn gemacht \\er­
s!<'l1er, vor allrnt bet den anspruchs- den Diese NeuC'rung h3Ite 1ch fur !ol­
vollen S1en<'n, 7U sch[" .. u~e111dndrr- gem.ell\\ er und ge!ahrhch Der TolLer 
J..l.iffc'\" Knabenchor, d!e auswarbgen M11s1ker 

Es b1.1ucht n.cht e1gens bltont zu mu,sen und konnen unschwer durch 
wcrdcn und mun cs doch Das Pa<>l.1ons· ugene Krafte bczichung<weise clurch 
spiel sltht und falll in1t dcr Tehg115sen cine andcrc Rcg1c cr.:ct r t W<'rdcn Fm, 
Vberi11uyu11g dcr J.a1cn~p1cler Das Lst P.i~•OM~picl s t rcbt keme St'n>ahnncn 
rn1r cv1,Jcnt ?um nC? vunt-~r>n gckom- .in W'cnn cs d.1s Ch:irakler1st1kum de~ 
m1 n, nl~ Udo Juq~cns v<>r,uchlc, <lie Be- Sp1eles vom T..1'1dcn, Tod und Aufrr-,tc-
1-<lorung dr5 • h 1l<.f'i'11,nn" bc1 drn dies- h <.n Chrl'h :iufgcbc o<br H'I hcrcn "ur­
J.1l1111!cn "1111.111,!rr F< -l<p1<'lcn n.i~h- dr, n ~ nlich vo"' Voll..c fur .!r s \'oil 
,11voll111 h• n O,oq T'-""o""•"el kbl und .111rl!cfnh1t 111 \\Cril<'n, \\,ore.:' um >llnc 
,111hl Plll ,], •n gl Htl.1\\t11d1.f!t n <)H..htb:ir- Hc.u1\\'k 1hc1t und ~cine- /\,~ ,~~hu11.;s-
~\ 1(1• n ~rtht r t!• 1 ,tJu !u~n D1mr-n'>'10n kraft s:~sC'l.ehcn. Otto, dcr N'f;) m ~Li'r-
D£L_O_rb.rc •>II•• he h~t ha 1 1 .nr 1mv~- brauthcr, muB <u:h l'Tl Tt 't "'"'lcrfrn-

__....i.hill;uc.....JUi]i~.,.,~c ..J:-·• fn, hc urn!. den S ein \\'cit- und Crbuben.- ~1-1 u.d­
Y.cLllll~J:L.t<:i:....Yru:1'£!."'t11.tg r11s mun angesprucht'n \\Crdcn De chr-
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;:c l7 ,:e \"< t ... 111.hun1: l'tlr llrn .. h ... t 1t1,1c­
... rung +..tu{, u. hg1fl <.. n l-'"'1 ,hU!' lt , -.( h 1ut 

" ' •us 11• .. nchen JM" n ,1,, !'10111 rnlfuh-
• ~ t l1!J1c .\111L1llon<'n >ind dt!r Tod 

c ines \'t•Jl,_.picll •, ah ct is otch <.m PJs­
«o"l~p·d ,,.,,,,•hi ,.W<.hic t den Anfan­
gC'.n'" r·uB I-Kr •n unc•i;c11nul1.1ccr ge­
;:c.ru:e;IJ;:<.r \V.1<.h>.1ml...-1t bed.icht \Hr­
d en W1e d as I'll Ko"ll.1Ll.;,>n zu geschc­
hen hat, die Be.inlworlung d1e~er Fr:ige 
fo1dcrt d ie bcre1tw1lhge und selbstlose 
Zus:immcn.u b ... 1l nncrObcr,unmc.rg:iu<'r 
o .,tr.tlb ~th< inr ._( angcbt al.ht, d3ll all en 
shmmb1 rcd1f1gt'cn Dus gcrn Gdc-gc-nhc1t 
l:<-C:o..ht•n \\ ird, 1hrc J\fpmung 1u Jt10<'l n 
und dam1t " ";lf •<h l\f1h. crJnh~o1 tung 
.:u ub, 1 n<'hmen. 

Es J:C'ht nber b c1m Pass1onssp1<'l mcht 
nur um Obe1ammergau Es geht um 
v1el me.hr F.~ gehl um rm 10eltwe1t eT­
tcurle:es 7c11g111s Jii.r den chrtsllichen 

' Gla11ben, \tm t!ll\e von v1el~n vcrgcbhch 
erwartetc und' er,,.,hnle Onent1erungs• 
h1l!e in unsercr un>1cher gewordenen 
Welt, cie andC'r'>\\O m d1cscr F orm nicht 
g<'gcben "'-'eden kann,. Damm 1st das 
P3c<•t)n<-o.cl \\e1t mchr ab c1n~ 
Jesenhe1t des Doi fcs alletn Dns 2c1gt 
schon das b1l'1te Echo in den J\!edicn 
auf die Probeauffuhrung Die Vc1<1nt• 
\\ 01 tun: des Dor!e'> :.t g11>B 

Die <;chlull' Lelll', die dankbnre P1e1-
sung des gotthchcn L.unmcs m Wort 
und B Id, f•6t den Smn dPr P.1~'1on d es 
H,•1 rn >11sammen, die Ve. -henl1cl11111g 
Gotte' , Sd1hellhch 1st .las 71d cr-
1 c1cht wenn er Gott, d.!.ri Vdtcr, das 
RC't•h ubrrgtbl, nachdem er JCcle (damo­
n1schc) Ht..rrschaft, )cde Gewalt Wld 
1\facht cnlmalhtet hat• (1 Kor J:>,24) 
D1e:.e:; gcoC!enbartc Z1C'l der Erlo-.ungs­
tat .Jesu ve1dC'uthcht d3s P3Ss1onssp1e1. 
Da du1 ~h w1rd dem Zuscbauer die 
ch·nsthche WC'lt.'>1cht eindrutkhch ver­
m1ttelt Fr w1rd aus dcr lahmenden 
VcrUll' lChc1 ung und Vcr1agtl1t'rl, , aus 
m1Btr 1u1~chcr Klc1nkar1uthCLt und 
SclbstJerhaC!ung bcrau~gduhrt m die 

• glnub1gc Zuvc1srcht und grollnJutrge 
Bc1c1t>thafi, selbcr an dcr l\11tcrlosung 
de r Welt m Ch11>tus du1th das Zcugnis 
dcr L-cbe b t•k1llgt ?U wcrden ,.Dcncn 
also, die dcr golthchcn Liebe gl:lubcn, 
g abt er (der Her r der Pro!ange,chichte 
und dtr Hc1l~gcsch1chlc) die S1cherhe1t. 
daO alien llfenschen der Weg der Liebe 
offenstcht und d.18 d<?r Vcrsuch, cine 
allumfassende Bruderhchkc1l hcrzustel­
len, nacht vcrgeblrch 1~t • (Past~rajkon­
st1lutlon ,,Pre K1rche in der W elt von. 
h cuteH Art 38,1) Die Vrukund1gung 
d1cs"r unerhortcn, nur 1m Glaubcn 
s1ch•b:1ren und e1faOb;ircn sinngcbcn­
den Dimension der Lch<?"lsgcsch1chte 
des <?1nzclncn, emer Gi!me1nschaft, der 
\V1:1t, dcr srch von seiner bevollmach­
t 1glcn Scndung her Jcdcr Seelsorger b'e·­
sonders ~erpfhchtet "'erO, i.>t unscre r 
d cso11cnt1ertcn Ze1t nohger denn 3e 
Da> Pas>1on~.p1cl lc"lel cmcn unc• sctz­
b;ircn U~1tiag hic17i.a 

F.s .~t c.n spcnclle3 Sld•or~c1 hchC's 
Jntere~~"• da.s doesc 7.c1lcn 'cr:inla!lt 
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11 ti' 1\' 11lt Hl Vl t .. , ~Jid1\t ru 1 du \\'u1-
d c una Uunh. 'UH .. .,. 1" " ... ' t , , ,111 tc.1v1 r\' 
D,15 Dor( lll'IR "-\ n, ,, t "''' l" ul< n Out h 
m"g die Aur.<a unJ: \. u l l> Aufh.n, h.•1,Ln­
d cn, wenn ;wch 111 nc1 h~h 111d1t Unhc­
lc11rg t:?11 u w 11 IL t 'IL"" n '2_ic .vo11.:c­
le ten \Jlit, J ...... guni:" n k,,,.,•Jl\ 11 111r••t und 

<.r ro t. ,u u tfu nr, 1u <kc \1, Ulung. 
dcr Rosne1-1''J,,un J P.I ·•1 1 11 
~ wobea :illc Inlt..1'<.~'cntcn \\t >Cn, 
diilJCs noch v1el .:u f<'1lcn J:lbt D.ibe1 
easchemt dcr S:itz un Vo1.,ort dcs 
T!'x tbuchcs l!i77 n!Lhl cmc "' .ngcnde 
Foli:c.rung .;uvnSJll ~Lhcn ,.Die P1 obe­
;iuCfuhrung lP77 'oil c1ot~tlw.d..-n, "as 
von 1 :iso an w ,pu-lt wcrrlrn "1rd ~ E1-
ne <ndgylhcc r:nt ., hluluni: kann ;;r,"t 
nacb dl'r }?CUI tc1J,Jp::.cn Ube rpr•1fung 
und Hcs<?1f1<'qng sh r Mc1ngd dcr Probs.­
aulfuhrung, nath crnrm •db~tlosen 

Emsalz: aller Obi GID'ID' 1 gauer und 
nu ht zu}~_-11.t n;u,h d1 m 0251 h\.~n beLIC­

hun1•swr.1<e n<'GJll"cn 7 u<pr11d1 Jcr, Ilc­
~uchcr l '180 gef .lilt "ct dc-n o~nn erst • 
"1rd :.1ch cnhthcid<' n._ ob 01e Wredcr­
aufnahme Ho~nt1 ~ cine f p1'iodc oder ca­
nen An fang m.11":..1t:rt 

Es gilt dcr S:itz dts wohl bestcn Kc.n­
ncrs der Gc.;ch1d-.tc dL1 Obnammcl i;.iuc( 
Pa~s1ons<p1ele n W<'nn heu te die Obcr­
ammergauer sogar da• Pa:.~1on">Sp1cl 
dee Well bci,1tzen, ltegt d1~ rue.ht nur 
an der kttn.~thLhen Abdro~selung der 
'l\CJ>t<.n 111>1 il(en Spit.le, ~ondern vor al-
l cm an dt'r Trc.ue, m1t drr sic auth in 

~drhmmcn z.,1ten an ckm Gduhdc 1hrcr 
V.1lcr fl \lh1clkn, ubcr ::oo J,rhre Jun- · 

_ du1ch, o'1ne 'r1 odll1on>'>1uc.h, .. hl'r auf­
gc:.thlo~<t:n dln W.1nrllung,•n d<'r z~1t 

r:ra<.hl.ommcnd " ••Das bt'rl .. u!t t auth fur 
Obcrammug 1u .,Was du crerht 1.> on 
deinen Vall.in h,1,,t, cn<ub c~, um es zu 
besiuen " -

Aile Menschen guten ·wrllE"ns, alle 
Christen und t1nler d1e<;cn besonders al­
le m Jcr Src1'oree oder Rc11g1on,lehrc 
Engag crlcn crwnrlen voller !Ioffnung 
und mil guten Wun~chcn und G<.betc11, 
dJB auch clas Pa«1ons,p1el 1980 iibcr­
z .. ugerd die :>lie l\tcnschen umf.i~oC'nde 
Vatcrhcbe Gottes vcrl.unrlct, wc1l d;os 
Lt-bcn, das ' Lctd"n und dre Aur~r~te­
h ung "ein<?:> gotthchcn Soh nes \'um Volk fur <las Volk vo1 -gesp1e-lt \u1d Das 
Nach-lebcn 1n d3nkba1er Glaub1gl.e1t 
gehort da1.u, fur die Spieler w1e fur die 
Zu::chauer In den \01gclcgtcn Ausfuh­
rung<.n gcht <'S rnLht nur um d.1s Pas­
'>iOn\~prel m Obi rammtrg .. u Es gcht 
lc.t1ll11.h claium, 1m RewuAtsrm ~on 
Prii-slcrn und J,.11en du: W crt,tll.ttuing 
<cincr f.ldnLmcnsLhhthen rehg1o~en Pra­
xis,"' o.tu auch das rchg1ose Spiel gchort, 
zu s\arl..en und 7U fcslisen nadurch soil 
711gle1th der 3ufkommenden Gefohrdung 
tucht nur der Thcologcn, ~o.1de1 n :illcr 
Gt ... ubit:cn m unsrru Z mt b<'i:< gnd 
"erden, s1ch einsNllg 1n c1nen blas~cn 
u11d bl,\•lt:rlcn Rahon;i!l~mus wrnt~-
1u,11 hen 

1&T~;tt,~ 1~11 \lo \\Ort ' 
"'-"' :'\hn <!\.nkc uuler t t1fJ<•<"m '" die- l"I u.h'1><.hc 
-"bkl.hhu c h<.1 t1or of'tii<il t •u1lu.' 1'bu1'1m• "'" 
die 1Jnn-1v""l1C'l'"kc t. nu.ht n11r lut l\u .. t..11\(1('- lu\ 

'"' 
' . . 

'' n.,,,,.,. 11• 1t1u111tt\••'•'#'o~n '\rt11.1;A1 
I ol '" r'" '11 t11' 11 H •l1I.: l tll \ / I •• Ith.lit 1n 
.t II h.111 I\ - h u ,,,, l\11r\ I"\ n•. I\ tt'•1IU t 0 1 ' 

"' U H . . ... n 11 It \1' I I ,,.., \ •" '\,lil;.(" t.1-t·.A, 1 ... n 
\\ 1f11~ / 11. r1b1 .. ,ht 1 '"'''"'" •''"" .. n c11h .. n 
l"• r n' ... , , •l ,1\l I I I l llh \.11fu 1.3., ftClt'\ 
1 '"h n e r ,..,o 4' Tn •n•ntl•' .. " 1't·~n. 
~;. :1_:;1~1~1ltr 5) ~,, unltn itlct s1•1' A .... ;)\l\e 

'\\ ~,1, •ti• r- ~ '\O $\ /u h ... ,h. •~let n "btc\bt i ' ''"""-
.1 .e ,1" ... .a J 11 i h•1 ,,• ... rt 1nd1,,.1' I• t ll und 4.1• n'ct 
''' 11 .., 17 n,•, 1 JS nh.. "'n.prlr-1l durd11.t.!\i1ufc 
fO,Ltlltt Hrnc: th.r V!,)1}\"' ' mrn1u11t't,.."P'\ d t.r lter 
T"ufcl t1u1111h. uru.,r du"b""lS'' ~n \'t.r a.c..r:nmc: 111 ... r 
\ , f.tt---1d1t "\10,.. ... h .ib Jc1sltn v · n d c.nk1.. .. ,n ct,.n 
Anr .ni; d1.s DuLhU lhob, \\O Cott i:'3 Jst. lll.1' 
'Ii •l"'Ht C"rm •<in16t 111o b z.u \U'\l•t.."'litn A~1Gtrt! ... m 
lr.bu 1tton thC ~tcr Ob lhur dl11<1 &• '1<.nd tJ1.trPs­
.C. \'n Jb:a.torc .. tlcn ..\.\1fnnchunt: tn. ... ~ .-tm Auf­
ht..lC"\ des Nc1dcs. ~1J. ttcl.11 " on ihrcr l\a11n1c-

~'o~~~ i:,;~';1~,~~~l?':-:1n~~~~.,;~~~~~~c .1bt<.nk1 n, 

•t r n"th:hn ... ncr stclltc 1'llt J<, ,11t f~t l'·l'\n 
kom•:it n•ch Ob-,'\mm.:al.,~ U 1 1tht d• r Yun't 
"'C'" ~ntlf'tn t1ts ( "'"" 1\)rns. t=J.J:\."'\• Zttl1.1 t 111 
~H~~Cl,cucr l. Hh Ktuht..nY.t.tturac '""\ om :s 9 1~-;i • 

,.. Sll1""llltr 1: a-.o st 

. ·, 

.,.,, \ .. 
Im ~cist clcs Urspiuug~ 

Leben iind V\'crk 
Otto Karrcrs 

) 

J 
I 

Wcr c1nm"l rinc mnereo Kirc1•eng"«li•<H 
tc nl'S 2(1 J~h1 lwnd< I h 'c-l•rrrbl,<l'-1 \\ 1r~ 
an Nnmc m.d W1'rk dc':i Pu,·~t. is uni · 
Thcolog,·n Otto K arie.,. nicht "01bc1g~ 
h..-n kunn<'n Mehr noch Er, lll'<'r c11 ,.St1lkn un Lancle", dc;,cn Ai belt nicil 
ohne Schmeuen, aber m geduld.~ti 
l 1cbe £Ur K1rthc ihrc Ku:.>JSe .tog, ~ui 
an hel\or1agcndcr Stelle genannt \\e;: 
den Kai 1 er 1st emer der groBen ga1slh 
chcn Fuhrer m dcr ersten H.ilfte des 21 
Jahihunderts Auf ihren Schultem ·b dt: 

en w1r we1ter, ohn c es noch recht .;, 
w1 .. scn Karrer hat cm Bild von K1rc~ 
7um Leuchtcn gebta< ht, nath dcm d1 
Mensch en "1ch 'ehncn, etncr K1rc1'c, di 
mL•hr ve1 steht ;ils "crurte1lt, die d~ 
Wc•cntllche an' der Botsch.ift ChnJ 
m1t Fcshgl..cat vertntt, ohne die Hmn; 
rntat •U "c1lt!Lf'n und zu bcle1d1g~n 

Hugo Rahner hal d!ese Seit~ an O~ 
Karr~r 1n c•ncm B 1ef i.u dcs,,,en !!-I~' 
.11g..,tcn Gcburtsl."'g <'" nrr:-1 so au .. ~ 
tlrull.t ,.On h:ist cs o .. in L•bt.ig n 
l\{,n~~hen 7J tun gcl-.1ht, m1t d"<lC'l ~ 
"as lo' ".u - m•t du' Cda!o,eo, n1 
den Hct!l"•t'o$cn, imt den H .l!o-,·n 11! 
:im l1cb~tcn rn t d<.n schcmbar Got\1 

l 

J _______ , ___ . - --- _._ __ --..:--~---=-----.-..1..------------ ~-·- -- - -'------ · ·' ·--- ---·J 
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Arbeitsgerneinschaft Passion 
Oberammergau 

An Herrn 
Burgermei~er Ernst Zwink 
und den Gemei.r•derat von Oberam~er<Jau 

Oberammergau, den 2B-4-78 

Sehr geehrte Herren , ·-.. . 
rho Arbei.tsgeme.i.11schat t f1assion hat .i.n ihrar Mitgl.i.aderversammlung vorn 

23r4-78 d1e Vorstar1do haft beauftragt sine 11esolut.i.on m.i.t folgend am i11-
halt dam Gemeir.derat vo11 Obeiammergau zu untPrbreJ.te11 . 

Die J\rbeitsgeme.inschaft Passion lehnt e1ne Auffuhrung des Oa1senperger­
spieles 1980 ab. 
GrL.f'de: 

1. Oas Da1seribe I"garsp1el ist ir• 11teraI"1schar Hinsicht der Rosnet'­
vorsiora we1t unterlegen. 

2. Der Oa1~;o11ber9ertext ent~prirht nicht den forderungen des 2. 

·_ I 

Vatikan1~.:11an Konzi.ls inr1 l<ann i.hririr. auch n1c~1t angapant warden. , c 
fine d1e•,b£..t11ril iche 11berarbe1tung kJme einer Neuschopfung gloicn • • 

3. Die Prohe 1977 hat bew1ese11 , daO die Ros11arvers1on !>p1elbar J.st 
u 11d sowohl vom Text WH3 auch vor- dor Inszen1erur1g wrn taus starke~ 
1st als das Oaisenbergerspiel. 

4. AuOerungen der kathol1schen und evangeli~che~ Kirche, der jfidi -
schen Se1te und der MassenmPdien die die Gemeinde e1ndeut1g 

daoor warnan zu Oa1senberger zuruck zu kehren, durfen im lnte -
ress e der Oorfgeme1n•chaf~ n1cht ubergangan warden. 

Oie Mitgliadar der Arbe1tsgeme1nschaft Passion fuhlen sich dashalb var -
pfl1c..htat, dan Gemc.Lnderat aurzufordern, auf keine'l Fall den bastehe11den 
8eschlu0 1980 Rosner aufzuf11hren, umzustoOen. 

Sollte der RosnerbeschluO ciennoch vom Geme1n~erat umgestoBen werden, so 
warden wir von 4nserem demokrat.ische.1 Recht Gabrauch machen und eine Sache 
die r11cht uberzeugt und die nach un&erer Ans1cht nur ~achteile f ur Ober ~ 
ammergau bringt, nicht unterstutzen0 D.h. Aufgaben nicht ubernehman. 

Mit vorzugl1cher Hochachtung 

·-

c/o Kop1e11 ergehe11 an samt l. Gernenride1atsm1 tglieder. 

.. 
l 
~ 
I 

t 1 
I 
1 

-
l 
I 

1 
I 

I 
' I 

I 

j 



[end] 

Original d©coame111ts 
faded ar:idfor illegible 



TRANSLATION 

ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT PASSION OBERAMMERGAU 

To: Mayor Ernst Zwink 
and tbe Town CQuncil of Oberammergau 

4/28/78 

Gentlemen: 

At its meeting on 4/23/78, the Arbeit§gemeinschaft Passion 
authorized its Board to present the following resolution to 
t~e Town Council of Oberammergau. 

The ArbeitsgemeinschaftPassion rejects (will not accept) a 
performance of the Daisenberger play in 1980. 

' Reasons: 

1. In a literary sense, the Daisenberger play is 
inferior to the Rosner version. 

2. The Daisenberger te~t dQes not c9nform to the 
requirement~ of Vatican Counc~l II and cannot be 
matle to conform. Any additionally revised version 
of Daisenb~rger will present exactly the same 
problem. 

3. The tes1t performances in 1977 showed that the 
Rosner version is viable and, further, that the 
text and general production is much stronger 
than the Daisenberger play. 

4. Statements from Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
circles as well as the mass media have warned the 
community against a return to Daisenberger. In the 
interest of community solidarity the warnings cannot 
be overlooked. · 

continued ••••• 
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T~e membership ,of Arbeitsgemeinschaft Pas~ion feel an 
obligation to demand that _ the Town Council under no 
circumstances reverse the existing decision to perform 
Rosner in 1980. 

• 
In the event that the Town Council should reverse this decision, 
we will exercise 
support an affair which 
opin~on can only create 

our democratic rights and will not 
is not convincing and, that in our 
problems for Oberammergau. 

This means we will not participate (take no assignmen~s). 

Respectfully, 

THE BOARD 

• 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

April 14, 1978 

Marc Tanenbaum 
Bert G91d 

If they are going to have any meaning at all, letters 
from Christian religious leaders to Oberamnergau uust 
go out before the end of the week begimung April 17th. 

Would you please give this your lJDIDediate and fullest 
<!ttention. 

cc . Bill Trosten 



• 

MANPOJVER® 
TEMPORARY SERVIC~S 

- Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New Yerk, NY 10022. 

Dear Rabbi: 

Elmer L Winter 
Past Pre_s1gent 

April U, 1978 

I can well tinderstand your disappom~ment at the chatJ.ge 
in plaps in Germany. 1 know how hard you and Miles 
WQrked on this p:rogram. It ahnost scnmdecj too gOOd to 
be ttue when it was announced. 

Keep fighting the battle! I am sure at some po mt in 
time eIJlightened Germans will reach the right conclusion. 

Elmer L. Winter. 

ELW:glh 

cc: Miles Jaffe 
Bert Gold 

' 
INT~RNATIONAL HEAPOUARTER~ • 53..Q1 N IRONWOOD ROAD MJLWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53201 • (414) 961 1000 



T E I L N E B M E R L I S T E 

Katholische 
Akademie 
in Bayern 

Forum ani 19. November 1978 in Munchen 

DIE PASSION JESU ALS GEISTLICHES SCHAUSPIEL -
ZU OBERAMMERGAU 1980 

Referenten: 

MandlstraBe 23 
PQstfach 401008 
8 Mi.mchen 40 
Tel. 089/391091 

Prof. Dr. Dr. Friedrich K 1 e n e c k e r , Professor fur 
neuere und neueste deutsche Literaturgeschich~e und Literatur­
d1dakt1k an der Gesamthcchschule Paderborn 

Prof. Dr. Franz M u B n e r , Professor ~ilr B.l..blische 
Theologie an der Universitat Regensburg 

Prof. Dr. Bo Re 1 ck e , Professor fur Neues Tes~a~ent 
an der Universitat Basel 

Pod1unsd1skuss1on 

Dr. Alois F 1 n k , Mdnchen 

Dipl.-Ing. Ernst Maria L a n g , Munchen 

Dr. Nathan Peter L e v 1 n s o n , Heidelberg 

Dr. Franz R a p p m a n n s b e r g e r , Mtinchen 
Paul Ernst R a t t e 1 rn u 1 1 e r , Leutstetten 

Hans S c h w a 1 g h o f e r , Oberarnmergau 
William s. T r o s t e n , New York 

Franco Z e f f 1 r e l 1 1 , Rom 

Prof. Dr. Josef Georg Z 1 e g _l e r , Mainz 

-2-
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'l'e 1 lnehmei::. :_ 

1. Abeler, M. R. 

2. A_sam-Christensen, Margoux 1 

Apothekerin 

3. Bauer, Carl 
Fremdenverkehrsdirektor a.D. 

4. Bauer, Hilde 

s. Berger, Coletta 
Hausfrau 

6. Berger, Hanns Ulrich 
Kaufmann 

7. Bertele, Egon 
• Kommorant 

8. Berthold, Dr. Margot 
Theaterhistorikerin 

9. Bieler, Heinrich 
'"f' Bildhauer 

1o. B~erling, Raimund 
Augenoptiker 

11. Blab, Th0mas 
Pfarrer 

12. Bloch, Max-Herm~n 
Journalist 

13. Bohm-Amtmann, Traudl 
Oberreg.Rahin 

14. Bohm, Werner-Hans 
Reg~erungsdirek~or 

15. Busch-Hieronymi, Angelika 

16. Christensen, Sven 
Regisseur 

17. Demlei tner, Sr. M. Sigelind 
Ober in 

18. dpa Deutsche Presse-Agentur 
Landesburo Bayern 

19. Donau Kurier 
Btiro Mlinchen 

2o. Dotterweich Dr. Helmut 
Fernsehredakteur, BR 

21. Engen, Kieth 
Kammersanger 

22. Eppelsheim, M. 

23. Faller, Max 
Bildhauer 

''I 

GmbH 
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Copernicusstr. 2 
8000 Munchen 80 

Bergmanps~r. 26 
8000 Mtinchen 2 

Ettaler Str. 2o 
81o3 Oberammergau 

Ettaler Str. 2o 
81o3 Oberammergau 

He~rnpoint 26 
81o3 Oberammergau 

Herrnpoint 26 
81o3 bberarmnergau 

Schlesierstr. 8 
89o1 Kissing 

Reitmors~r. 26 
8000 Munchen 22 

Metzenleitenweg 6 
8~4o Berchtesgaden 

Dorf~t~. 17 
81o3 Oberarnmergau 

Mayr-Graz-Weg 1o 
811 Mur~au 

Robert-Koch-Str. 7 
8000 Munchen 22 

Laimer Platz 1/b 
8000 Milnchen 21 

Laimer Platz 1/b 
8000 Munchen 21 
Vohburgerstr. 9 
8000 Munchen 21 
Bergmannstr. 26 
8000 Milnchen 2 

Hemauerstr. 1 
8400 Regensburg 

Sonnenstr. 27 
8000 Munchen 2 

Neuberghauser Str . 3 
8000 Munchen 80 

Rundfunkplatz 1 
8000 M\lnchen 2 

811 Murnau 

Danziger S tr. 1 
8000 Munchen 4o 

Gotenstr. 1 
8000 Munchen 81 



.. 

.. 

25. Fischer, or. Helmut 
Rechtsanwalt 
(2 Teilnehmer) 

26. Franz, Irmgard 

-3-

r Dipl.-Dolpl. u. Ubersetzerin 

27. FUhrmann, Michael 
Justizamtmann a.D. 

28. Glaser, Theodor 
Oberkirchenrat 

29. Gluck, Henriette 
Bankbeamtin 1.R. 

3o. Goldhofer, Marie Antonie 
Stud.Prof. a.D. 

31. Gor1tzk1, Gretel 

32. Goritzki, Kurt 
OStR 1.R. 

33. Grau, Dr. Max 
OStDir. a.D. 

34. Grau, Laura 

36. Griesbacher, Hella 
(2 Teilnehmer) 

37. Guzsvany, Istvan 
Katechet 

38. Haas, Dr. Irmgard 
Dipl.-Psych. 

39. Hack1n9er, Sr. M. Salomea 

4o. Haid, Henriette 

41. Haid, Siegfried 
fhysiker 

42. Handerer, Hermann 
Univ.Professor 

43. Handerer, Maria 
45. Harrer, Dr. Friedrich 

Oberlandesanwalt 
(2 Teilnehmer) 

46. Hecker, Annelies 
Gymn.Prof. a.D. 

47. Heess, Trude 
Schausp1eler1n, Journal1st1n 

48. Heggenstaller, Paul 
Pfarrer 

49. Heiligensetzer, Luise 

\ •, r 
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Schmadlgasse 4 
81o3 Obercimmergau 

Rainfarnstr. 13 
8000 Munchen_ 45 

Bernauerstr. 23 
8000 Munchen 80 
Meiserstr. 13 
8000 Munchen 2 

Sendlinger Str. 42 
8000 Munchen 2 

Grobenr1eder Str. 4o 
8060 Dachau 

Karol1ngerstr. 26 
8031 Gilching 

K~lingerstr. 26 
8031 G1lch1ng 
Wallensteinstr. 14 
8 9 4o Memnu.ngen 

Wallensteinstr. 14 
8940 Memmingen 

8000 Munchen 

Bohmerwaldstr. 6 
8264 Waldkraiburg 

Poschingerstr. 1o 
8000 Munchen 80 

Severinstr. 2 
8000 Munchen 9o 

Innerkoflerstr. 17 
8000 Munchen 7o 

Innerkoflerstr. 17 
8000 M~nchen 7o 
8400 Regensburg 

8400 Regensburg 
Uppenbornstr. 16a 
8000 Munchen 83 

Weitlstr. 66/4071 
8000 Munchen 45 

Hohenstaufenstr. 8 
8000 Munchen 

Weilheimer Str. 4 
8124 Seeshaupt 

Ungererstr. 48 
8000 Munchen 4o 

( ' 
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51; Henkel, Cacilie 
Schr1ftsteller1n 
(2 Teilnehmer) 

52. Henselmann, Josef, Professor 
Bildhauer 

54. Hertlein, Herber~ 
Dipl.-Ing. 
( 2 -Te 1 lnehrner) 

55. Heupel~ Franziska 
Hausfrau 

56. Hildebrand, Florian A. 

58. Hoeck, Dr. J.M. 
(2 TeilnehMer) 

59. Hohner, Dr. Hans 
Direktor i.R. 

60. Herber, Johanna 

61. Huber, Johann B. 
Reg1onal9eschaftsfuhrer 

' 62. Impler, Georg 
KNA - Kath. Nachrichten Agentqr 

63. Janke, Marianne 
Sangerin, Schauspielerin 

64. Jordan, Christiane 

65. Josewsk1, Rotraut 
Sachbearbeiterin 

66. Jung, Josef 
Gymnasiallehrer 

67. Jung, Sieglinde 

68. Kahn, Marcia 
Journal1st1n 

69. Kasalicky, Dr. med. Ludmilla 
Lungenf acharztin 

7o. Kerer, Rupert 
Stellv. Chefredakteur 

71. Kirbach, Gisela 
Sekretarin 

72. Klupfel, Alfons 
Stud.Dir. i.R. 

73. ' Klupfel, Charlotte 

74. Kneringer, Hans 
Postbeamter 

75. Kokoschka, Brigitte 

-s-

Menzinger Str. 1 
8000 Munchen 19 

Donaustr. 6 
8,ooo Munchen 80 

Ot;;.-tostr. 6 
8000 Munchen 2 

B,ockleinstr. 21 
8 ooo Mimchen 19 

S·chleiBheimer Str. 4 7 
8000 Munchen 4o 
Kloster 
81o1 Ettal 

Jorg-Tornlinger Str. 33 
8033 Planegg 
Wallensteinstr. 14 
8940 Mernmingen 

Clarastr. 8 
8033 Krailling 

Herzogsp.i.talstr. 13 
8oQo Mtinchen 2 

Redwitzst:t. 9 
8000 Munchen 81 

Fasanenstr. 11 o 
8025 Unterhaching 

Erich-Kastner-Str. 13 
8000 Munchen 4o 
Waldstr. 17 
8024 Oberbiberg 

Waldstr. 17 
8024 Oberbiberg 

Widenmayrstr. 46 
8000 Munchen 22 

Ludwi.gstr. 12 
8070 Ingolstadt 

A-6343 Erl 82 

Tegerpseer Landstr. 1 
8025 Unterhaching 

Schrafuelstr. 132a 
8000 Munchen 60 

Schramelstr. 132a 
8000 Munchen 60 

A.,,.6343 Erl 

Schelli.ngstr. 47/49 
8000 Munchen 4o 

' • L -- .. :! l.- ~ - - - - - - ~ - - -

' 
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76. Kornthener, Josef Jun. 
Sparkassenangestellter 

77. Krallinger, Doris 

78. Krause, Dr. , M. 
Profes,sor, FHS 

80. Kretschmer, Gabriele 
(2 Teilnehmer) 

-s-

81. Krzywon, ·or. Ernst Josef 
wiss. Assistent 

82. Kuhnel, Erhard M. 

83. Lamm, Dr. Hans 

84. Landau, Ernest 
Redakteur 

85. Lang, Moni~a 
Geschaftsinhaberin 

86. Lang, Christine 
Heilpadagogin 

87. Liebmann, Herbert 
Journalist 

88. Linhart, Paula 
Ref erentin 

89 . Linkenheil, Dr. Rolf 
Redakteur, Stuttgarter Zeitung 

91. Lehner, Dr. Hugo mit Frau 
Arzt 

92. Mahr, Emil 
Prasident i.R. 

93. Maier, Dr. Ingeborg 

94. Maier, Dr. Willibald 
Ltd. Med. Direktor 

95. Mainka, Angelika 
Bankkaufmann 

96. Marian, Luise 
Pfarrsekretarin 

97. Martin, Clemens 
Redakteur 

98. Maschner, Wilhelm F. 
"Die Presse", Wien 

99. Mayer-Koenigsreiter, Annelis Maria 
Studentin 

1o1. Messmer, Wilhelm 
Ltd. Baud1rektor, Dipl.Ing. 
(2 Teilnehmer) 

Ruedererweg 28 
81~3 Oberamrnergau 

Landwehrstr. 41 
8000 Munchen 2 

' Kufsteiner Str. 8 
8000 Muncnen So 
Franz-Joseph-Str. 7 
8000 Munchen 4o 

Eichenstr . 2o 
8014 Neupiberg 
Winzererstr. 182 
8000 Munchen So 

Emil-Riedel-Str. 8 
8000 Munchen 22 

Rundfunkplatz 1 
8ooo~Munchen 2 

Theaterstr. 2 
81o3 Oberammergau 

812 We1lheim 

Georgenstr. 1 o5 
8000 Munchen 4o 
Demollstr. 5 
8000 Mlinchen 19 

Valleystr. 36 
8000 Munchen 7o 

Hochleite '1o 
8000 Munchen 9o 

Waisenhausstr. 2 
8000 Munch~n 19 

Georgenstr. 118 
8000 Mtinchen 4o 

Georgenstr. 118 
8000 Munchen 4o 

'Zugspitzstr. 1 
81 . Garmisch-Partenkirchen 

Sackgasse 5 
8013 tiaar 
Hoslstr. 17 
8000 Munchen 81 

Trautenwolfstr. 9 
8000 Munchen 4o 

Biederste1nerstr. 24 
8000 Mimchen 4o 

Somrnerf eld 49A 
8024 Oberhaching 



1o2. Meyer, Dr. Christoph 
Munchner-Merkur 
Feuilleton-Redaktion 

~103. Miller, Gabriele 

;-~ 

1o4. Mohorn, Anna 
Kontor.i.si;.in 

1o5. Muller, Walter 
Lehrer. 

106. Nakonetschna, Dr. Hanna 
Upiv.:i;,e]Storin 

1o7. Netzer, Hans-Joachim 
BR, Hauptabteilung Nachrichten 
und Aktuelles 

108. Osterauer, Josef 
ZJ.I'Utlermann 

1o9. Othmer, Charlotte 

110. Paepcke, Dr. Ines 

111. Paepcke, Otto 
ReC'htsanwalt 

112. Philippi, Daniela 
Journal1st1n 

113. Popp, Dr. Helga 

114. Pustet, Gertrud 

115. Raab, Karl 
Stud.Direktor 

116. Reif, Henny, 
Sekretarin 

117. Riemschneider, Dr. Georg 
Arzt 

118. Riemschneider, Dr. Margarete 
Schriftstellerin 

119. Ringseisen, Maria 
Hausfrau 

120. Riss, Karl 
Amtsgerichtsdire ktor i.R • 

121. de Rivo, Erika 

122. Rununelein, Klara 
Pens1on1st1n 

123. Saal, Konrad 
Bildhauer 

. ' 
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8·000 Mimchen 

Fritz-Reuter-Str. 1o 
8000 Munchen 60 

Beblostr. 28 
8000 Munchen 80 

Am Osterbichl 66 
0 8103 Oberarranergau 

Kufsteiner Platz 1 
8000 Munchen 80 

Rundfunkplatz 1 
8000 Munchen 2 

A-6343 Erl 

H!olbeinstr. 32 
8000 Munchen So 

Bergstr. 47a 
8033 Krailling 
Bergstr. 47a 
8033 Krailling 

Barerstr. 1 3 
8000 Munchen 2 

Schellingstr. 47/49 
8000 Munchen 4o 

Fri.edrichstr. 23 
8000 Munchen 4o 

Longinusgasse 3 
81o3 Oberarrnnergau 

Germaniastr. 13 
8000 Munchen 4o 
Henckystr. 7 
8000 Munchen So 

Henckystr. 7 
8goo Munchefi ~o 

Rolls tr. 9 
81o3 Oberammergau 

Thomas-Wirnmer-Str. 37 
8058 Erding 

Bulowstr. 2o 
8000 Munchen 80 

Rathsberger Str. 63 
8520 Erlangen 

Leopoldstr. 1 
81o3 Oberarnmergau 
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124. Sauer, Friedrich 

125. Sauer, Katharina 

126. Seidl, Erika 
Richter in 

127. Seidl, Hans 

128. Simon-Dohner, Maria 

129. Skora, Alfred 
Diakonatsbewerber 

130. Schamoni, Maria 

131. Schenk, Dr. Maria 
Ii-

132. Scherer, Anna 
StR i.R. 

133. Schroubek, Barbara 
Lektorin 

134. Schroubek, Dr. Georg R. 
wiss. Angestellter 

-7-

135. Schutzinger, Prof. Dr. C.E. 
Lehrbeauftragter 

136. Schultz, Klaus 
Bayerische Staatsoper 

137 . Schulz, Lorenz 
Student 

138. Schuster, Carl 

139. Schwaighofer, Heidi 
Lehrer in 

140. Schwaighofer, Johann 
Pensionist 

141. Schwarzer, Dr. Horst 
Journab.st 

142. Stadler, Christine 
Bildhauerin 

143. Stiegler, Paul 
Lehrer 

144. Stolze, Rudiger 
Bayer1scher Rundfunk 

145. Strack , H. Di eter 
Leiter des EBZ 

146. Strieder, Dr. Peter 
Kunsthistoriker 

147. Tewes, Florentine 

-8-

Betzenweg ,9a 
800.? Munchen 60 

Betzenweg 9a 
8000 Munchen 60 

Walter-Scott-str. 2 
8000 Munchen 21 

Alfons-Bayerer-Str. 15 
8400 Regensburg 

Jagdstr. 19 
8000 Munchen 19 

Oberfohringer Str. 244 
8000 Munchen 81 

Ungererstr. 19 
8000 Munchen 4o 
Haselburgstr. 12 
8000 Munchen 9o 

Hubertusstr. 7 
8000 Munchen 19 

wandlhamerstr. 31 
8032 Grafelfing . 
Wandlhamerstr. 31 
8032 Grafelfing 

Bahnhofstr. 35/I 
83o1 Eggmuhl 

8 ooo Munch en 

Zugspitzstr. 6 
8000 Munchen 9o 

Gundelindenstr. 12a 
8000 Munchen 4o 

Kirche ckgasse 12 
81o3 Oberanunergau 
A-6343 Erl 82 

Weilhe imer Str. 19 
8000 Munch~n 80 

Scherrstr. 4 
8060 Munchen 19 

Ludwig-Lang-Str. 52 
81o3 Oberarnmergau 

8000 Munchen 

Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 24 
8000 Munchen 2 

Eysold~nerstr. 1o 
8500 Nurnberg 

8193 Munsing 



,_ 
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148 . Vierrnetz-Heidenreich Dr. Eleonore 

149. Vogel, Maria 
Sozialarbeiterin i.R. 

150. Vogl, Franz 
Hauptle'hrer 

151. wanner, Dr. M. Alfons a 
Stud. Dir. i. Pr. 

152. Weber: Dr. Hans 
Rechtsanwalt 

153. Weiermann , Prof. Dr. Herbert 

154. Weigend, Dr. Fried:n.ch 
Stuttgarter Zeitung 

155. Weil.hart, Georg 
Zahnarzt 

156 . Welkamer, Alfons 
Cymn.Prof . a.D. 

157. Zigon, Rolf 
Lehrer 

158. Zl.Mmermann, Gertrud 
Leh I eI 2n l.. R • 

159. ZolleY, Br~gitte 
Heilpadagoqin 

160. Zoschinger, Er i ca 

161 . Z~erger, Fr anziska 
Stud . Direktor2n 

162. Weyerer, Gunde 
Verw. Anges t e llte 

163. Graser, l. 
Soz.lalarbe1"t..e:r.1n 

16a . v. Haue~schild , Gisela 

165. Hildebrundt, Erica 

166. Hildebrandt , SJsanLe 

167. Schafferiberg, Hans-Ludwig 
Betriebsleiter 

168. Zunterer, ~..nnelie~ 
Haus- u. Ge~ch~ftsfrau 

169. Zunterer, Theo 
Schnitzer 

l 
\. 

Theodor- Korner-Str. 9 
8023 Pullach 

Kufsteiner Platz 1 
8000 Munchen So 

8124 Seeshaupt 

KeIT'..naterstr. 13 
8950 KaufbeurE?n 

Sonnenstr. 19 
8000 Munchen 2 

HartlJ ebstr. S 
8000 Munchen 19 

7000 Stuttgart 

Schubertstr. 22 
8011 Vaterstetten 

Kirchen& tr. 81 
8000 Munchen 80 

Hillernstr. 21 
81o3 Oberammergau 

In der Kcfelau 11 
81o3 Oberam.~argau 

Waisenhausstr. 12 
812 We1lhei.JT1 

Reisingerstr . 21 
8 000 Mur.chen 2 

Auerspitzstr. 22 
8 000 r-'1unchen 9o 

Rotkreuzstr. 61B 
8058 Erding 

Parsevalstr . 27 
8900 Augsburg 

Alte Wolfratsnauser·Str . 
-802 3 Pullach 86 f 

Allescherstr. 21 
8000 Mu.nchen ?1 

Allescherstr. 21 
8000 !'luncher.. 71 

Rudererw~g 21 
81o3 Oberarrlliergau 

Ld . Langstr. 14 
81o3 Oberarnrnergau 

Ld . Langstr. 1 4 
81o3 Oberam.~ergau 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date February 9, 1978 

to Bert Gold 

from Marc H. Tanenbaum 

subject Meetings in Ob~rammergau, February 3-5, 1978 

In response to requests contained l.n recent letters from Dr. Al.ois Fink, 
ed~tor of the Rosner version of the Oberammergau Passion Play, and Hans 
Schwaighofer, the director, an AJC delegation cons!sting of Miles Jaffe, 
William Tros'ten, and myself went to Oberammergau for a series of meetings 
that began on Friday, February 3, and that concluded on Sunday, February 5. 

In th~ir confidential letters and notes to us, both Fink and Schwa1ghofer 
expressed a growing concern over efforts on the part of "ultra•conserva­
tive" forces in Oberammergau to prevent the adoption of the more pro­
Jewish Rosner version of the Passio~ Play in order to return to the ear­
lier anti-Semitic Daisenberger script. Apparently, following the gener­
ally positive reactions to the August 1977 preview of the Rosner version 
that was expressed by the audiences and in the German and overseas press, 
Fink, Schwaighofer, Helmut Fischer and their colleagues took for granted 
that the Ober~rgau Town Council and villagers supported the adoption 
of the Rosner text as the basis for the 1980 production. 

In their eupboria, they seemingly had not realized that the pto-Daisen­
berger forces (which included not only traditionalis~s but llllregenerate 
Nazis and anti-Semites) refused to give up the ghost and set about sys­
tematically organizing the villagers to defeat the Rosner vers~on. 

Ernst Zwink, the Burgomeister, was app~rently the chief organizer of the 
pro-Daisenberger forces. He and his associates bad recently conducted 
a "public opionion survey" of the villagers and announced that 60 versus 
40 percent of the townspeople favored returning to Daisenberger. Both 
Fink and Sc~waighofer disputed the validity of tli~ survey, and reported 
that Zwink refused to show them the polling data. 

While the OberalDI!lergau TOW?l Council had earlier voted 11 to 6 in favor 
of the Rosner text, Fink and Schwaighofer had now become quite concerned 
that the pro-Daisenberger forces led by Zwink we~e gaining strength and 
if left uncontested might well defeat the Rosner script during the March 
St}\ election. 
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They invited our- AJC delegatio~ to make a special trip qt this til!lg 
as a means of dramatizing to the Zwink-pro-Daisenberger forces that 
"the outside world" was watching wh<lt was going on i.D. Oberammetgau, 
and that there wouJ.d be consequences in response to thei~ actions. 
The pro-Rosner leaders were strongly supported by iufthansa Airlines, 
especially in the person of Karl Koepcke, public relations director, 
and a good friend of Bii1 Trosten's. - From our August vtsit, we were 
also aware that some officials in the West G~rnian Government and in 
the Bav~rian Tourist Ministry also i~formed Oberallimergaq authorities 
that they favored the Rosner version. 

While in August we met mainly with the pro-Rosner group and had a 
remarkably constructive dialogue (see my last OQeraIJ1111ergau memo, 
August 25, 1977), we decideci now to meet with "the opposition." On 
Friday afternoon, we had lunch with Burgomeister Zwink ~t the Alois 
Lang Inn in Ob~rannnergau. Interestingly, he brought his own Engh.sh 
interpreter, even though Koepcke and Trosten are fluent as tra~s~ 
lators. 

Our meeting with Zwtnk lasted four-and-a-half ho~rs. It should be 
recorded that ~les Jaffe and Bill Trosten were absolutely superb in 
tqeir presentation of the issue~ ~ cool, disciplined, rational, per­
suasive. It was a marvelQus piece of AJC teamwork 9t its best. 

We t,nfqrmed ZWl.nk tb~t w~ were not accusing either Oberammercgau nor 
himself of belllg anti-Semitic; that we 4id not bel~eve in the cor­
porate guilt of the entire German people; we were not anti-Christia~. 
In fact, we showed him a large collection of Anglo-Jewi_sh press clip­
pings which doc~e~ted our efforts to inte~pret the Aqgust 1977 Ros­
ner p~e~ew affirmatively in t~e United States and elsewhere. 

But we ll!ade it clear to Zwink in forceful aii9 unmistakable terms that 
we. reg~rded the Daisenbe-rger text as "structurally anti-SenP.tic" and 
that no cosmetic changes could redeem it of ;ts fundamental anti­
Jewish natu~e. Keopcke pressed the point, in suppo~t of our views, 
that tpe Daisepberger text would d~~ge Bavaria, German, and Chris­
ttanity in decisive ways. 

When the meeting was over, all of us had the clear impression that we 
had shak~n Zwink pretty strangely. 

Later, on Frig~y and Saturday, we met at great length with Fink, 
Schwaighofer, and Fischer to discuss strategy. On Sunday mo~ipg, 
we met again to graft a letter to Mayor Zwink as a memorandum setting 
forth o~r position. Miles drafted an excellent text (copy of wb~ch 
is attached) ang T~osten and Fink translated it into German. While 
we wer~ working on the tests, Helmut Fischer - who, in addi~io~ to 

... I l) 
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playing Jesus in ~he 1970 production is aiso deputy mayor - C~IJ!e in 
to tell us that Zwink had Jtist cal led "a special meeting" of the 
ToWn. Council for next Wednesday, February 8th. Fink, Schwaighofer, 
and Fischer thought tQat that might be a positive developme~t, and 
a 4ir~ct re~pQnse to our 4~-hour conv~rsation with Zwink. 

Fischer reported that he had peen ask~pg fo~ ~qch a meeting of the 
Town Council for several weeks in order to hold a vote on the Passion 
Play text, but Zwink kept avoiding summoning the Town CounciJ,. 

On late Wednesday, February 8th, Schwaighofer telephoned Bill Trosten 
(in Montreal). The Town Council had ~et and voteg 9 to 6 - l,I} favo~ 
of Ro~~~r! Unless some other ~nipulation develops, the chances 
appear that the 1980 prod~ction will be ~ased on the Rosner script. 

Footnote: because Miles, Bill, and I took the time and trouble to 
travel overseas in order to boiste~ tqe Ro~n~r s~de, the feelings 
of appreciation for our efforts on the part of the pro-Rosner group 
became increasingly strong and man~fest. On Saturday afternoon, while 
Miles a~d I were visiting w~th Schw~~ghof er and hi~ wife in their home, 
I said to Schwaighofer - "Our struggle now must be concentrated on 
defeating ~he Daisenberger text and wi~Ping a v~ctory for the Rgsner 
script. But once that happens, we will want to talk with you further 
about making needed additional ch~nges ~n Ros~e~ which still has some 
anti•Jewi§h problems." Schwaighofer responded spont;aneously, "We 
~1 make whatever changes you request that are within reason and 
our competence. We Wl.11 cooperate as fully with you as you h~ve witb 
us!" We drank' a s~hnapps, or several, -to -that! 

Enclosure 

cc: M. Yarmon 
M. Jaffe 
W. Trosten 
S. Hirsh 
z. Shuster 
M. B. Resnikoff 
M. Fine 

-::- u. 4pplebaum 
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TS: Benjamin Epste~n 

,. 
f. 
,\\. 

co NF ID ENT IAL 
'! '1 . \:· ~ .. 

~OM:. Bertram Gold .\ \'-
\ ··, 

DATE: June 26 11 1978 1 · 

RE: Oberammergau \\ ;·y. '. 
'11 '\ \ 

• ! \ 

I am writing you this confidential, not ·for pbblication,memoran<ium 
; ~:~ 

in order to express my surprise at the ~t~~:mment issued b y the ADL 
' ."J~ .) 

! !1 

dated June 13th relative to "drastic chang~s" that "will be made" 
; (\I . ,, 

in the Ober.ammergau Passion Play~ :\ 
I 

, If the press release ref'lects accurately whd.t transpired bttwee"n \ 
,,-{ 

your delegation and the people in Oberamm~~~·au, the.n it VX>uld seem 1/ 
' : \ 

eviiient that the .ADL has encouraged ·Mayor Zlj~nk and · his associates 
i \ \ 
·i L . . 

to believe that a m(Jjor Jewish group has for "the first time endorsed 
i\ ·, 
., ' 

the Daisenbergar !?ext o:f the Passion Play, provided that cer·ta1n· 
,:• 

\; •. \ 

"ohanges"have been made. As I mentioned to you during\ our telep.hone 
. ., 

conversation on this subject b:@f.ore your groupmx left for Europe, 

our detailed st.udies of the Daisenberger text, reinforced by similar 

atudies ca3'r1,ed oub in 1970 by major Catholic and ''l;Tot'est"ent· Ne"i·.T · 
\ . 

Testament schol@.rs, came to the clearcut conclu~si?n ·~~q.at bo.th 
' . ··,\: .. \ -"\ . ' ~· .. . . 

theologically and dramaturgically Daisenberger was end ·is structUI'ally 
. -~. 

anti-Semitic. No cosmetic changes nor prologues can.., al~~ it's haste 
~ . ·~ 
\. • \ 

· framework. \ \. 
\ . 

By dltating in your press release that "we were not . -advd~jat"iri'g o'ae 
. . . \ ' 

over the· IDther," I am afrl4d that ADL will be placed ·in ~ - pos'ftlo.n 

of perpe:tmating the Daisenberger version lll1bc and, in eff_a··c·t,· , \fri.dercuttin€ 
' . 

the supporters of the Rosner v ersion. 
. ,·~~~\. 

~\. 
' ·' ' ' ' 

' . ' ~ ... : ; ~ ' . ; ~ . . : . 
Beyond that, that statement places .ADL in the same eo:P.n·er with Anton 

. i . - \, . . . 
P;r-ei~inger and his assqciates who, according to Der Sp~.egel, we.re 

,;\ 
... J 

invo1v·ed in expulsion of Jews in Ober.arnmergau in the: Nazi perio.d .• 
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Ben, I think we ought to sit down and talk over this problem 

bef.ore it develops into a public controversy. 

,. ' I t • 

' ·.· 

' ~. 
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May 26, 1978 

Dr. ~ns t.amm 
l&raeliti?che Kultusgemeinde 
Reichenbachst-rasse 27 
8000 MUpchen 5 

My dear Dr. Lamm, 

pc Gold, Trosten, Jaffe, Yaseen 

Your letter of May 18th addressed to the American Jewish Committee 
has been directed to my attention. I thank you very much for your 
inquiry regarding the NBC-TV "Holocaust" program. 

As you may know, I served as the American Jewish consultant to NBC­
TV and to the producers, Titus Productions, in the preparation of 
the script as well as in the dramati~~tion. The enclosed clipping 
from the B'nai B'rith Me§senger will give you some indication of 
my point of view regarding the impact that "Holocaust" has had in 
the United States. 

With regard to your specific inquiries, I am pl~sed to send you 
copies of all the material that the American Jewi~h Committee pre­
pared in cooperation with the Natio~al Council of ChUI'ches and the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. These study ~ides were 
sent to every C~tholic, Protestant, Evangelical., and Jewish reli­
gious and civic leader ~n the United States. 

I wo~~g suggest that it would be extremely helpful in preparing 
German public opinion if similar mailings could take place espe­
cialiy from Catholic and Evangelical Lu~heran au~horities through 
their pastors throughout Germany. 

It does troubl~ me to learn from you th~t the Bavarian Network 
does not plan to show "Holocaust" iil Bavaria. I think that would 
be a great mistake both morally and politically. I wonder if you 
might cont~ct Dr. Aiois Fink of the Bavarian Cultural Minist~y 
who has been most cooperative with us in reiation to Oberammergau. 
It would be extremely important to show "Ho.J,.ogaust" in Bavaria 
precisely bec~use of the problem with the Daisenberger t~xt . 

RICHARD MAASS Pres•Oent m • BERfRAM H GOLD E•~c~hve Vice p,p< ceni 
MAYt.AAO I WISl'r~Eil C,nwman 8oard of Go1er~ors W ,,_ORION K BLAUSf~IN Cna1rman Na11ona1 Execu!lve Council II HOWARD I FRIEQM,\N Gha1r~i.1n 61JJrO o' '•usto•~ 11 
GCRARO WEtNSTOC~ rre"sur~r • LEC1~.-RO C YASEEN Secre1ary 11 ROGER! L HOROWITZ Assoc1a1e i .easurer • THEODORE ELI ENOFF Ci>dirman Execu,"e Comm.1 .. 0 111 

Honorary Pres1deni. MOR~IS B ABRAM LOU1S CAPLAN IRVING M E"!GEL ARlrHJR J GOLDBEqG PHIL'P( HOFFMAN ELMER L WINTER a Honorary Vic• Pres11lPn.s NATHAo; .. PP.E AAr: 
MRS JACOB BLAU5T"EIN JACK A GOLO•ARS At.DREW GOODMAN EMERY E KLINEMAN JAMES. MARSHALL WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M FISHEn l'o~ora1 y Cn•1ndn 
Na11~nJI Execut1\e l.ounc11 II MAURICE GL'• EAT Hor.ora f Treasurer 1:1 JOHN SLAWSON Executive Vice President Eme.llJS D Vice Pres1den1s JORDAN C Bl.No'.) Cle coonC 
EDITH S COUVER S~n Frant1S(O EMANUEL OANNETT Westcnester RAYMO~IO F KRAVtS fols-1 OAVIO LLOYO KREEGER Wasn1ngton DC RICHARD H LEVIN t.n c~co 
AlFACO H MOSES Wa~hington 0 C ELAINE PEfSCHEK Westd•ester MERVIN H RISFMAN Ne~ York RtC'iARO E SHERWOOD ~os Angeles. SHERMAN H STARR 6?ston 11 
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My colleague, Zachariah Shuster, ~and E· have just.met to discuss this 
problem. He pl_!ins to be in touch wd.th•y,uu shortly after his return 
to ~urope in mid-Jupe. H~ wou.1,d lik~ to wopk with you in helping to 
prepare public opinion for a positive reception_ to the "Holocaust" 
program when it 1s shown thro~ghout Ger1I)any. 

tf there is any other way in which I can be helpful to you, I hope 
yo~ will feel free to call on me. 

With warmest rers6na~ good wishes, I am, 

MHT.RPR 

__ .,...,. "? . 
F;nclosures 

J "' "\ .. , 

~~i9lly yours 

~~I 

R~bbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious •4ffairs 

HOLOCAUST MAILINGS, NCC, AJC, ~BM on MHT 
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ISRAELITISCHE KUL TUSGEMEINDE 
MONClfEN 

K6!Pendaft des llffenthdien Rechts 

American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th Street 

New York N.Y. 10022 

U.S.A. 

Gentlemen, 
I 

Roc:benbaduiraae 27 

8000 Miinchen 5 , 

Telefon 26 90 06-8 

Iht Zeufi_en 

18.5.1978 
Dr.L/St. 

as you may know, arrangements have been made to show HOIOCAUST 
TV film in Germany too. However, as DER SPIEGEL related in its 
issue of May 15th, the Bavarian r~dio network may not participate 

I I • in this undertaking, a possibility which I can not verify yet. 

However, in my talks with the Bavarian radio network which I plan 
to conduct not ~nly as president of tne Munich Jew~sh Community 
but mainly as representative of the gew of Bavaria in the network's 
supervisory council (Rundfunkrat), I would like to have as much 
material on the production and performance of the HOLCAUST film 
and above all press reports on it as well the public's reaction. 
Could you kindly send the material to me by airmail as well as the 
book accompanying the film. Thanks you aver so much. 

Faith~ully youre, 

... , - -- "'-! 

-- - .. - c 

Postsdmkko.11to Miinchen Nr 790 40 - 803 Ban.kkQnten H Aufhallser, ¥'.unchen, Nr 690 201 Merkur.Ba.nk, Horovncz K.G , Munchen, Nr ~883 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

\ 
date Tuesday, March 7. 1978 

to See Below 

from Marc B. Tanenbaum 

subject 

The attached horrendous letter fro · 9oerammergau arrived today. 

Please read it as soon as possible. ~r~ in the 'office 
Friday morning, returning from the Air Force Chaplain's School at 
Maxwell Air Force Base. 

I would like to consult with you then about how you thing we should 
respond to this incredible document. 

MHT:RPR 

Enclosure 

To: Judy Banki /, 
Inge Gibel v 
Bert Gold 
Selma Hirsh 
Miles Jaffe 
James Rudin 
Ira Silverman 
Bill Trosten 
Jok>rt Yarmon 

- - I , r .J4 l't I •• -~ 1 ' ' ~· 
l -
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Herrn 
Burgermeister 
Ernst Zwintk 
Ettaler~straBe 12 
8103 Oberammergau 

h-~ 
Dear ?Jr'.~inlc, 

American Jewish Committee · 
165 East $6th Street 
New York, N.y. 10022 

Uu.s.A. 
4/2/78 

On our last visit to Oberammergau we regretted that time and 
circumstances prevented our meeting and talking with more 
people. On this w~nter visit, we were pleased to have bad 
the opportunity to speak with you at such length. Your 
willingness to give us so mqch of your time and to sha~e 
your thoughts w1th qs \vas most appreciated. 

The achievement of Ober~~mergau 1Q its nistory of produUtion 
o.f the Passion Play is t l,e greater because l. t ~s the creation 
of the village. h'e understand th~ importance of that fact 
not only to the village itself but also to the great audience 
which every tep years looks to you for artistic and rel1g1on.<S 
inspiration. · 

Our interest and concern stems from a n appreciation of ~ 
part of that audience, the United States. \i e also know that 

· th9 views of that audience are widely shardd in other countr;i.es. 
Especially since we have enJoyed your hospitality, experienced 
the beauty of your village and it~ mountair-s , been wanned 
by the courtesy of yoqr p~opl~ ~nd witness ed the artis~ 
of your £-lay-. we feel we must share with you our co nee~~ with 
tqe impdct you< .,V\...r\°C.Z. ~-~c""'""'-~ \~j~ c~ ~ "'~ 
""'~ 1."'"~ '-./"""' _..,_~~ - ~/ 
ln the last ten years, ~icws of interrelig 1oy1ia :rT11ony have 

~...(, If\~<-~ moved, ~n rpany areas .from tolerance to 1J.!!derstandin2, and 
mutual respect. In that process even theology has changed. 
Christia.~q have recognised that historic views ~-theQ~~~~-?z-t.;: 
rclations~11.p bet\\.eep Jews and the cruci.rinon ('Jesus are not v 
cnly historically inaccurate but bave been responsible !er 
much of the anti-Semitism Whi_ch-has dis.figured the Christian 
:uriage. The &~c.(5 rc"':-<L of Vatica n Counc"-1 II in t his respect 
h ave been pot only accepted but bJ':lt~fully velco1F~d. lt hus 
resu~ted in 1ncreased · underst~ncting not only bet-veen Jews and 
Protestants, Evang;elica ls and a.t.l of the Christian cleno'i' .lnations. 
\i e believe that , public opinion will no longer tolerate 5my 
rel,l,_gl.o~s ncssage cent ered on the t hc41e tha t Jews as lfi'ii~o=-p""""'!l~e,____C:.._· 
bear any historic guilt or coll~ctive responsibility for the 
craxi 1"1x1on of Jesus. The h,..t.~\ inference s of such a 
relationsti~p have been met by universal eA >r essions of c~tb<l'-'-"-j~ 
S~milarly, the production in Oberammergau, a Passion Play .~ 
that is seen to carry that message w1].l not be accepted by () 
any respons~ble segment o.f public opj.nion. 

-a-
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.. Such a production, we believe, will not be met with silence 
nor with passivity, but with active expressions of puplic 
outrage. Such e~pressions cannot but affect the willingness 
of Americans and others to view what they, should otherwise 
be eager to see. 

But AI:Ierican reactton, we believe, may not merely affect 
patronage of the Passion Play and the desire to visit 
Oberammergauo The German experience and achievement in 'e-1..cent __ y_e£l..!:_S has been much admired and applauded in our 

.-- country as well as/other \.estern nations.But it is 
~~ unfortunately true that suspicions and doubts about the 

depth and duration of democratic values in your country 
remain. h'e fear/that reaction to your decision will not only 
d~rcctly af feci oBinion about Oberammergau but will also 
reflect on Germary'as a whole. This may be true even though 

I 
I 

j r 

' 'I . 
'' 
' 

lw 
,1 

1 

'j 
' l 
l 

l 
J 

l 
i 

"! 

1 
) 

I 
I 

I 
I . 
l 
l 
.J 

~ 
~ . 
1 
I , 

1 
l ,.., 

If v A ' 
,.> 

~ German opinion and press have welcomed the possibility 
of production of the Pf.<,eielt" text. 

\!) .) r')"""' (' 

w.e have read both the Daisenberger and Rosner texts of the 
Passion Play and ha\Te se~n your ~rial production of the 
Rosner. We canaot cx,ress too s~~un$1Y our conclusion that 

___ central to J)ai.scnbcrger is the l.hcme of collective Jewish 
guilt or the death of Je5us. We nre certain that no deletions, 
no c ""''\s,z-,v, no editing, no tricks of stagecraft can dl.S6U1se 
that theme. Daisenverger will be seen as an anti-Semitic 
expression in our country and else~heee. and will be denounced 
and scorned as such. 

~Ye would oppose any attempt to make your .Passion Play anything 
other than an expression of the artistry and religions 
conviction~ of Oberar.lrlergau. The !Jct thutf,it is your creation 
give6' it much of its beauty, po\.rer and l.mprtance. Because we 
are dedicated in our opposition to the concept of cellective guilt, 
vhcther Jews or llavarJ.an villagers, and beca-q.se we have come %Bxiam:x 
to know you as frien~, we hope you will accept our desire simply 
to inform you of one of the ipiplic..ttions of the choi~e before you. 
Your right ~o produce Daiscnberge~ cannot be denied. The 
certainty ~nd strens th of the result of such a choice in 
America and in other countries cannot be avoided. ;·ie hope 
that for your -;-=- and ours, ycur cho~e will express the warmth 
and re~pect winch we have .felt w1th youo 

S~ncerely yours, 



' ' 
• • 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York, NY, June 13!•••"Drast;i..c changes" will be made in the worl,d-

!am9us Oberammergau Passion Play ~o conform with the 1974 Vatican guide-
r 

lines for Catholic-Jewish relations and ''reconcile with the Jews ••• with-

out £alsifi.catl,on of the Bl,ble." 

The announcement, made in an Oberamm~rgau news release published in 

two German newspapers -- the Frankfurter_ Allgemeine~Zeitunq {May l3) and 

the Frankfurter Rundschau (May 3t) -- and the Catholic News Service 
- -- -

(May 12)1 credited the changes to recommendations made by a delegation of 

Anti-Defamation League of ~'pa~ B'rith leaders which met with officials 

of tq~ ~ava~ian town last month (May S). 

Among the ADL suggestions be~ng followed are: an exp~ded prologue 

explicitly stating th~t the Jews are not to be considered collectively 

guilty for Jesus' death; revision or elimination of scenes which depict 

Jews in an unnecessarily harsh way, and the addition of Jews callinq 

for the release of Jesus to the highly em9tional scene in which the 

masses call for his death. 

The changes, anno~nced by Hans Maier, a 52-year-old Oberammergau 

woodcutter who is the newly-elected di~ector of the Passion Play, will 

' be made in the 1980 production. The play, put on for 12 month~ every 

, (mo.re) 
ANTl-DEFAMATION1LEAGUEOFB'NAIBRITH 315leXJngtonAvenue New York NY 10016. 21268~7400, DAVIDSUAECK Dtreetor Communications 



-2-

decade for the past 300 years, has been criticized by Jews and 

Christians alike as anti-Semitic. 

The ADL delegation, led by Nat Kameny, chai~an of the national 

human relations agency's program corronittee: Rabbi Ronald a. Sobel, 

vice chairman, and Theodore Freedman, director of the program di­

vision, met with Oberammergau Mayor Ernest Zwink, other town leaders, 

and later in Rome discussed the meetings with members of the Vatican 

commission on Relation~ with the Jews. They were assured by Father 

Gorges MeJia, secretary of the Commission, that he would give the 

recommendations made by APL in Oberammerqau to Bishop Carl B. Flugel, 

Regensberg, and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Munich, both in Bavaria. 

Mr. Kameny said that Mayor Zwink and other Oberammerqau town of­

f~cials , while knowledgeaple about the Second Vatican Council's 1965 

"Declaration on the Rel~tion of the Church to Non-Christian Religions," 

seemed unfamiliar with the 1975 Vatican Guidelines which were adopted 

to unplement it. The Guidelines, following the principles of the 

Declaration which said "neither all Jews indiscriminately at that 

time, nor Jews today, can be charged with the crimes committed during 

his (Christ's) passi.on ••• the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected 

or cursed as if this fo:t,lowed from Holy Scripture," encouraged efforts 

to ,eliminate anti-Semit}.c tendencies at every level of Catholic life. 

The ADL group made clear to the Oberammerqau officials, Mr. 

Kameny went on to say, that"while we were aware of the current con­

troversy in Oberanunergau over two different Passi.on Play texts, we 

were not advocating one over the other." The group gave as ADL's con­

cern the impact of all Passion Plays. 

(more) 
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"We pointed out," Mr. Kameny said, "that deletions could be 

made in whichever text was used to remove segments referring to 

Jews and Judaism in a preJudicial way and in contradiction to the 

Vatican 1 s Declarataon and Guidelines." 

commending the Oberammergau announcement of change in the pro­

l.ogue and the play itself as '1 an important breakthrough on a vital 

issue which has disturbed the American and world Jewish communities 

for many years," he said "although progress has been slow, it is to 

be hoped that the new understanding we found in Oberammergau signals 

a speeding up of the process." ADL will follow through with its 

promise to Mayor Zwink to send related materials and sugqestions for 

possible additional modifications in the play. 

As a result of criticisms in the 1960's, several anti-Semitic 

references in the Oberammergau Passion Play were dropped or changed 

when the play was staged in 1970. But Jews, as well as Catholics 

concerned about anti-Semitism in Catholic thought, literature an4 

culture, did not think the changes went far ~nough. Oberatnmerqau, 

like the rest of Bavaria, is predominantly Catholic. The play has 

always been considered a Catholic religious play, not just a secular 

dramatic production with a religious theme. 

The Anti-Defamation League delegation was in Oberarmuergau as 

part of a 14-day international, interreligious seminar in Ge~any, 

Italy and switzerland. The group conferred with Jewish, Christian 

and political leaders in the three countries on problems related to 

anti-Semitism, neo-Naz,ism, educ at ion about the Holocaust and Jewish-

(more) 
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Christian relations. At a private audience with Pope Paul VI, ADL 

leaders presented the Pontiff with the ten millionth copy of the 

agency's 16-page publication, "The Record """The Holocaust ~n History 

-- 1933-1945," which appeared as an insert; in 35 maJor American 

newspapers and is being used as an educational tool by American pub-

lie and parochial schools. 

# 
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Han<> Schwaighofer 

Dear r~. Trosten: 

TFAN3LA.TION 

Kircheckgasse 12 
8103 Oberar.nergau 
March 16, 1.978 

The outcome of the Oberamr1er5au com"lunal elections ~aak.4 

has greatly «xxxxllCl!e:It disturbed us champions of a ref ornec Passion 

Play. 

The Citizens' Initiative ip Oberam~ergau did not Miss a tric~ 

in defaming us, insulting us and casting Elett~t !i 8ft the reforml ;IA. )~14.~r: 

The letter from this Group to Fabbi Tanenbaum clearly shows 

the stylP in which it operateq. 

Our people, especially Dr. 'Fischer and I, :::-egret this arrogance 

and lacl{ of tact. v1e uould like to x~ng.txa!CI apologize on behalf 

of those gentl~men. 

Ht "'-.s rh..h4 ) 
11r. Zwink was reelected by a large majority.fin the ~eaia, in 

co.--
leaflets and in the Secend German TV Network/ fi~d tl-iat 

I 

N£.x~E:K.at1.1.1&.x at one of the first sessions 01 the new communal council 

he intends to nullify the previous decision to perforM the Rosner 

version in 1980, in favor of the VE"PSTen bi.see tic dat;e-:~th~ Daisen------- .. - -
berger-Dedler version~ Ml} t-o ~l~l-t-,. 

The new com.,,unal CQunc il cor:nands a majority of' 12 votes over 

5. It takes office on May 1, 1978. Given this majority~ it seems 
.... ~·--- --·--......-

hardly likely that the ship can be Xxl'iltN turned around without 

ac1ditional help. 

:IE fhe press was unable to react ap~reciaoly to the New York 

press conference> because the printrrs' strike stil~ continues. 

However, radio arici TV briefly notcci it, am~ also ri:oported thr 

results o1 thE. C'berafTlMergau election. 
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A week ago, at a press conference in M~nich, Cardinal Ratzinger 

!!E}lt~ commented on the Oberarrimerc-;au Passion Play controversy 

{press re?orts of - ~rch 8, 1978)· 

If t'1.e R:ixRN Daisenberger text is retained, x.tmx~.ax he l-urmxcr 

expects~t the very least that k it be corrected in ac-
~ 

cordance 1iiG the statements of the 3econd Vatican Council. 
"' 

rutkP~ Beyond this, the Church has no leGal Pu!Plli,XR basis 1or 

intervention, since the Passion Play is presPnted by the 

However, Rat zinger announced conversations with thost> con­

cerned, includins the Jewish side. 

To this end, Regiona 1 Bishop SchwarzenoBck, amont; others, vi ill 

go to Oberamfl'1ergau.\\ ,1/e cannot do much more than tha't.
11 

4J( ~ set 
brnmrXB.X;.xN?llK No date has been :B:.aiJi and no invitation has been forth-

coming up to now. We hope, however, that something will happen soon. 
W-avt~tr&..'-'f + 

Despite the ~c~e~ defeat at tht> polls, the champions of 

reform have not given up. ®Jlll'{xxk!Uq.x~~~filitbll.X~xtta~xx~x~~~ 

~x~!!..kx Efforts a r e afoot on our sidE, especially among_ 

the actors; to give no support to a Laisenberger performance in 

198ot..i-to take on no functions in su<..h an undertaking. i.1~ hope 

this will succeed. To this enc1, we have set up a 11 Pa:::.sion Play 

tiorking Group,." which will seek to put through a reforM despite 

all Ptii obstacl~s and look after relater interests. 

:#: 
t·f 1

•' • ':) • ~L!r-h"-J 
~ th~ Jewish Com~ittee were to replT to the letter 1rom 



the Gtti7ens• Initiative, it certainly would be helpful to us 

if 4rke:Jciilw.a;;U;1r-t1s:txx-Wxf;az.::k:kEitxlliEigui1tx~ t he re ply we re to 

spf}Cify once more, unmistakably, what fw·thEr stPps vJould b e taken 

if the OberaMr'ler~au eo~~unity XBXKx.fx~ajtjt should deiinitively 

' re~ect reform for lq8o. Also, it would be well to resubmit to 

the com unity the analysis ,.aiJdiH:Jc~~1'atlti!J~~~H::JBr:x prepare( by 

Jewtsh and Catholic groups, of the 1960 and 1970 texts. (I 

sugp;est t'1at yo11 direc.t all com··mnications to the Com'"'lunal Council 

of Oberam.,ergau fGemeipderat von OberaM~ergau'4 le~t Mayor Zwink 

KPmxi:a~ interpret them as personal let~ers.) If you write, 

we request that you send us a copy for further clarification and 

possibly for public.ation in the press . 

We have hopes that despLte this lost oattle the war is not 

lost. 

Dr. }'isc..her and I wish you, Ra0bi Marc Tanenbaum and i'1r . 

Mile~ Jaffe a happy Easter. 

With kindest regards, 

S:!.ncerely yours, 

(S) ijans dchwaibhofer 

c&iloquial 
-:~ 11 'Saster" in th ~ sense of "Passover" is a &B~m. locution 

~and n9 insen~itivi~r:'112.lied . 
among Lrerman non-ews; no slight is intem €'dl--Translator's Ilote 

~ 



TRANSLATION by George Salomon 

Citizen's Illl.t~at!V~ for the 1980 Passion Play 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee . -
165 :east 59th Street 
New York 
New York 10022 

' 

Dear Mr. Tanenbaum 

OPEN LETTER, 

Theaterstrasse 8 
8103 Oberamm~rgau 
febr~ry 2~, 1978 

You believe tpe Daisenberge~Dedler Passion to be anti-Senµ,tic. Unfortu~ ­

/ nately, JUSt like ~r. S~hwaighofer apd Dr. Fischer here ih"t"O.;n, you f~tl· 
V to sp~~cifz_ .~t:aJ.J..s ahd reasons; but CJ;iticism must b~-J~ .. ~!..~ on:t~~}~~ 

As you t<;liOw, th.! Daisenberger=Dedler .3.U..at.~....!!...!>~~ ... ~~vi;e.~ !..<3.!.,}J.§~2.L-.. 
spec1f1cp~ly, it ~s be~ng shortene9 somewhat ?nd examined for passages 

• --- that might conv~ ~n imy~es~+o~ of lJ.~!.3:.:~~~~1~~'~!~£~&h~ s~sh._~ .. ~.! --. , 
really the c,Sl~~· --rilttlrs,,,,_co~we do Wisn to hear Je'W}.sh arguments 

.,,.,-" and pointse q,f~l:S-1~.JP· Since you }lq.ve a copy ~o.f_.the •. nalsen6'erw-fext, ­
we would be grateful if you could let us have your points of criticism 

- __ - -- . - - __ ,,__~--~ -...s .... """"'-~ ....... ~'-~ ... -v 

.../ , regardi~§. _r,.~s .... t~~t py _ _!~,.. g.~g-!Ji~g_...s>.L;,..~.Ja lj"e E.£1n consider criticisms 
-tiiat are sybmitted to us. It would be in out mutual interest if you were 

to accept this ~Qffer of coopera~f6n; because otherWise we would have to 
explain to the world press, that Jewish quarters d~clined to help With 

~ the version preferred by_ Oberammergau. You ~yrely will not wish to have 

~
it -said il\§lt your organization j._~ying to dictate to o~!!11~ts~µ"°'whiCh v ~~~~~~~-e.e~~~~~---_j1~5ssu_me tM:t-ycru--a-:r-e no ..... les"~mocratic ;.;~ 

, 
" 

' ,,your Amer:i.can:;f e!low.-;c1 tiz ensr. _/" · 
..-_.. --- -~--- - - - '"':'.t;-~""":.."'!...~_.... -~ r 

• 

--.......-._,..::::;: ........... _ .... -..~~~ ~ I .. 

S+nce you have~ never seen the Da~~~~bft~ger .play,~ou_cannot_haY-~-~~!= 
stood it correctly-.-~In-our Daisenberger play, whicq is preferred by a 
~ ~~rrty-of.• the population, the, fe'W'S:£PP~iitYn!if~'t~ ~c.t-:o..t;4f 

v' inner convicYio~--;:_,£~::].f: .t:bill.:"J~f~lt:..:...,IL,,~~ .<!!J.f_~rent,...in-the-.Rosne~ 
versionJ ~here they are represented ~s ~ools of evil.* You will permit - - ---_,,......,_,_._____,~ ~ _ ..,._ ""' '" - - ,,..,.,.__ ~ ... 
us to ,ask wh~tl:ier it is good--for JeWr)' when o!liY ev:tl spirits ~CJ.n influence 

*The original, German 'l-s ambiguous here; the phrase oan aiso mean "t.•Zs 
of the EviZ One_." -- Translator's note . ... 
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the Jews, as in the Rosner play •• • 

Like millions of believing Christians, we are of_ the opinion that the 
~ollec;tive guilt of t~ ~~i}_i~ !1.C:t, -..indeed0-cannot -.b~, the issue ;Ln 
our P~~sion. 'Ici.6, after .all, _!be grea:t~est -d_1s~"C"rtun-of'--t:he-Jew:f:~Jf .. 
Pio.Pie-~htist arose froi!l it. Thus, we do'"noe--undeis'faiiif whyJewiSh ·-- ~.._,,,__ J.Ol'o - - - ""''" ~'"~-. .---... - --· ....... ....-... ..,, ..i ...__...~- ,.,,<::<o. ._..,-
6rgan1zat1oµs oppose Passion pl,,ays, when their P~l~ ..... g!!:!-!1.§..~distinc;t,;o_g = 
fram-tliem.:---- -- "-·-- ---~--- --------- -~--- ' 

-~~ ~-~ 
You will surely understand our indignation about you~ott th~eat ~ 

the name of t~-~~t:.¥.-~Pe.R~J~ ~q .:>L~~~?~_y~l~ ... ~~!,~~~, ~~ ~?,; 
~~oniiig of the(aemocratic character of our country. HundreaB of 
thousands 9£ yout'-'Amei;~~ii't;~'"'Cltize~s have bee!l q~epJ_y moved by 
Oberammergau, wherea$ yo~~,Le_E!!;~~ •• ~J .... ?J:l..!X ~,S_ ~~!~~!!£>£),.~~!~~,,._~ 
influential one, of whose opinions we t.ike notlce. But you do not repre-
~a-;"-l.'et"""ctlcrQ:e""'Other ·cotintrH:es. ~ 'NO"r-canwe-~~quiesce in your 

--~~--~~ - ~....,.....~"~ivP"~.~----~_..._...... -·--doubting our coq~try's·-aemocratic character. Our_ country is one of the 
most democratic in ""'ffi-eworTd'-==-thouglCi't-is 't"r~ th~t democracy i .s put 
in doubt when a communal counc~l acts contrary to tb~ clear wtll Qf a 
maJor~ty of the PQP~~t~on, as happened in our village a few weeks before 
the March 5 election. 

We find it 1nteresti~g that you do not utter a singl~ word to say that a 
- &osne]:' -Pqssion, ~f any, would not be boycotted by yout organization. 

\ 

Accordin~ to various statements by some Jewish organ~zations, Passion 
plays ought to be don~ away with as a :giatter of principle. 

-. 
We will be glad to cooperate wi~h you,, but, only on an appropriate basis. 
The fi~~ and decis~ve word lies with Oberamgiergau ~nd its c;itize~~· 

L • 
J 
. . Sincerely yours, , l ' ,.., - " 

Citizen's Ini~+ative for the 1980 Passion Play 

Anton Presinger, S~n. 
Deputy Chairman 

4 Werner Notz 
Press Spokesman 

W~,l.li Stilckl 
Treasurer 

GS:RPR 

3/7/78 

Melchior Breitsa~ter, Sen. -
Ch~+~n J 

' ' 

Willi Ei,c]l 
Deputy Chairman 

Hans Maiei 
Associate 

Alois Maderspacher 
Associate 
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BURGERINITIATIVE 81o3 Oberammergau, 25.2.78 
PASSIONSSPIELE 1980 Theaterstr.8 

0 f f e n e r B r i e f 
========================= 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 

0 

NEW YORK 
N.Y. 10022 

Sehr geehrter Herr Tanenbaum, 

wir freuen uns, wenn Sie m1t unserer Geme1nde freundschaftliche Be-,, 
ziehungen wunschen. Gerade unsere G~meinde hat in den Jahren des 
"Dritten Re1ches 11 vielen Juden geholfen, so da.B freundschai'tliche 
Beziehungen selbstverstandlich waren. 

Sie werden deshalb sicher Verstandnis haben, wenn wir aber Jede Ein­
mischung in die inneren Ange~egenheiten des Dorfes ablehnen mussen . 
Selbstverstandlich sind wir f ur Kr1t1k offen;~diese muB aber sachlich· 
fundiert sein und die wahren Gegebenheiten berucksichtigen. Wir haben 
allerdings Verstandnis daftlr, daE Sie nicht richtig urte1len konnen, 
da Sie noch n1e e1ne DAISENBERGER/DEDLER-Passion gesehen haben. Mil­
lionen Menschen haben diese in den verge..ngenen 128 Jahren tief bewegt 
verlassen. Wir konnen uns n1cht vorstellen,_ daB S1e einen anderen 
Eindruck haben wurden . 

0 

S1e meinen, die DAISENBERGER/DEDLER-Passion wurde ant1sem1tisch sein. 
Leider fuhren S1e genauso wenig wie hier die Herren Schwaighofer u~d 
Dr.Fischer Einzelheiten und Begrundungen an; Kr1t1k muJ3 aber oBgrun- . 
det sein. Wie Sie wissen, wird 1m Hinbiick au~ 1980 DAISENBERGER/DED-

o 
LER uberarbeitet, insbesondere etwas gekurzt und auf Stellen hin un-
tersucht,, die den Eindruck des Ant1semit1smus erwecken konnt~ ob._ 

0 

wobil dies in Wahrheit nicht zutrifft. Wir wunschen dabei auch die 
J udischen Vorstellungen und Kritikpunkte zu horen. Nachdem Sie ja 

0 

1m Besitze eines Daisenberger-Textes sind , waren wir Ihnen dankbar, 
wenn Sie uns bis Anfang Mai Ihre Kr1t1kpunkte anhand des Textes m1t­
te1len wurden. Wir konneR Kritik berucksichtigen, die uns mitgeteilt 
w1rd. Es ware im be1derse1tigen Interesse, wenn Sie das Angebot zur 

- 2 
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Zusammenarbeit annehmen, da wir ansonsten gegenuber der Weltpresse 
klarstellen muEten, daB es die JUd1schen Kreise ablehnen, an der 
VON OBERAMMERGAU GEWtuNSCHTEN FASSSUNG m1tzuarbe1ten. S1e werden 
sich s1cherl1ch n1cht nachsagen lassen wailen, daE Ihre Organisation 
Oberammergau diktieren will, welches Spiel gespielt wird. W1r gehen 
davon aus, daB Sie genauso Demokrat w1e Ihre amer1kanischen Mitburger 
sind. 

Da Si.e noch nie das DAISENBERG'ER-SPIEL gesehen haben, konnen S1e es 
auch nicht richtig verstanden haben. In unserem, von d er uberwiegen­
den Mehrtie1t der Bevolkerung gewtinschten DAISENBERGER-SPIEL hande~n 
die Juden, die gegen Christus sind, aus innerer Oberzeugung, aus ihren 
Glauben. Anders dagegen in der Rosner~Pass~on: dort werden sie als 
Werkzeuge des Basen dargestellt. Sie erlauben dab.ei wohl die Frage, 
ob es; fur das Judentum gut ist, wenn wie 1m Rosner-Spiel nur die bo­
sen Geister auf die Juden Einflu.B nehmen konnen •••• 

W1r sind - w1e v1ele Millionen glaubige Christen - der Auffassung, 
daB es in unserer Passion nicht um die Kollektivschuld der Juden 
geht, Ja gar n1cht gehen kann. Schl1eBl1ch ist es die groBte Auszeich~ 
nung fur das Jlidische Volk, daB Christus aus 1hm hervorgegangen 1st. 
W~r versterren deshalb nicht, warum Judische Org n1sat1onen gegen 
Pass1onssp1ele sind, obwohl ihr Volk doch dadurch ausgezeichnet wird. 

S1e werden s1cherl1ch unsere Emporung versteben, wenn Sie im Nam.en 
des amerikanischen Volkes und der nweltburger" mit Boykott drohen 
und an der Demokratie in unserem Lande Zweifel hegen. Hunderttausende 
Ihrer 8mer1kan1schen Mitburger sind tief bewegt in Oberammergau 
gewesen, w~hrend Sie nur eine - wenn auch einfluJ3re1che - amer1ka­
n1sche MinderheJJt vertreten, deren Meinung w1r zur Kenntnis nehmen. 
Aber Amer1ka oder gar noch andere Lander vertreten Sie nicht. Wir 
konnen auch nicht hinnehmen, wenn S1e die Demokratie in unserem Lan­
de anzweif eln. Unser Land 1st eines der demokratischsten in d~r ,,.. 

Welt. Die Demokratie wird allerdimgs in Frage gestellt, wenn ein Ge­
me1nderat gegen den eindeutigen Mehrheitsw1llen der Bevolkerung han­
delt, so wie es in unserem Dorf wenige Wochen vor der Neuwahl am 
5 .Mar z geschen 1st. 

Interessant 1st aber auch, da.8 Sie m1t keinem Wort erwahnen, da.B 

eine eventuelle Rosner-Passion von Ihrer Organisation n1cht boykot-

- 3· -
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tiert werden wiffirde. Nach verschiedenen ~uBerungen jud1scher Organisa­
tionen sollen Ja Pass1onssp1ele grundsatz,lich abgeschaf.ft werden. 

Wir sind gerne zur Zusammenarbeit mit Ihnen bereit, aber nur au.f einer 
angemessenen Basis. Das letzte und entscheidende Wort hat Oherammergau 
und seine Burger. 

Mit freundlichen Grii.Ben 

BURGERINITIATIVE PASSIONSSP!ELE 1980 

jj~;i.w-l#d~.>€Ui 
Melchior Breitsamter sen. 

Vorsitzeneer 

~~?£-
Anton Preisinger sen. Willi Eich 
stellv. Vorsitzender 

M/, jt;Jt 
Werner Not~ 
Pressesprecher 

~&4 
Ka ssi.er 

stellv. Vorsitzender 

Be1s1tzer 

J:::ta~:-
Beisitzer 



rHE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date June 15, 1978 

to Jares Rudm 

from Brant c.oopersnu.th 

subject John Stel.Ilb.ruck -- Oberamrergau 

4'. 
Enclosed is a copy ofNlote fran Sol Bema:rds to John Stei.nb.ruck, indica-
ting a positive response to Stel.!lbruck's suggestion that there be an Inter­
faith Vigil take :glace at Oberannergau. 

Tlu.s nonung wlule talJa.ng to Gene Fisher on another subject, he told ne 
about the ADL release and expressed doubts that the play oould be ecb..ted 
sufficiently as to make it acceptable. At that point I rcenti.oned Stein­
brud& idea and suggested that a Christian dem:mstration of srne kind 
nught be useful. He was very positive in his response. I have not talked 
to John in any detail in view of his suggesting this to -you at- the Annual 
Meeting - - I tiunk. H~ver, in lI¥ oonversation with Gene Fisher,_ I _sug­
gested that a small delegation fran the U.S. -being JOined by sJ.ItU.lar groups 
fran other-European oountr1es plus sare Gentian Catholics stand.mg vigil 
at Oberamrrergau at scne appropn.ate tune after a formal call on the orru.---
nary of the Diocese would make a very effective witness. -

My contribution~ to tlus -discussion- is the suggestion that an international -
Catholic act.ion ~uld-be-rrore inpress1ve-t=han a-::tn.-faith .Anerl.can act:Lan. 
In any event Sol has already responded--to John--so -it-=--is entirely 
possible. that will happen one way or another. 

Regards, __ -

BC:dw 

cc: M. TaneDbaunf~ 
H. Applebaum 
M. Fn.edman 

a 
P.S. Note the other enclosure frcm Steve Hitchcock to John .•• 

encls. 2 
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH 
315 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016, TEL 689-7400 

Rev. John F. Steinbruck 
Pastor, Luther Place Memorial. Church 
1226 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Bev. Steinbruck: 

June 14, 1978 

In response to your letter of May 30 regarding Oberamm.ergau, as 
Sol Bernards indicated we met with the leadership of the Oberammergau 
community to discuss with them the problems related to the Passion 
Play. You probably are aware that there is a current controversy in 
Oberammergau over two different Passion Play texts. We had indicated 
to the Mayor and to others in that ccmmunity that we were not advocating 
one play or text over another but rather our concern regarding the 
l.Illpact of all Passion Plays. 

I'm taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the release that we 
prepared which fairly well and yet briefly highlights the results of 
our visit to Oberammergau. Should you need additional information, I 
would be more than happy to provide you with a much more detailed 
memorandum that I prepared for internal use. Regarding the proposed 
Lutheran-Catholic action-appeal that you describe in your letter, I see 
nothing wong with your doing so. I would suggest however that it is 
important for iutheran and Catholic organizations and church hierarchy 
to communicate to the leadership of Oberammergau the need for meaningful 
changes in the script. I vould make one final suggestion and that is 
not to get trapped into the controversy of the right script or the -wrong 
script. Neither one is pristine pure and Jews would have to obJect to 
either of the scripts. 

I do appreciate your interest in this matter and would welcome the 
opportunity of discussing this problem with you in greater detail. 

Best wishes. 

TF mef 
enc 
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TME RJCHLAR PARTNERSHIP 
R.al Estate Development/Investment 

433 North Gamden Dnve 
Beverly Hills, caJ1fom1a 90210 
Telephone (213) 550-1570 

I I 

' 

Decerrber 5, 1978 Lawrence N Field· Richard L Weiss/ Partners 

Mr. Wll.liarn Trosten 
Atrerican Jewish Ccmmttee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Bill: 

Hy Haves (the person that mterviewed us last Friday) sent me the 
enclosed m the maJ.1.. I tlunk you will fJ..nd it rrost interesting 
and revealing. 

see you m New York on the 12th. 

&incerely, 

RJ:Nl:sp 

xc: Miles Jaffe, Esq. Cw/enclosure) 
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum (w/en::::losure) 
Dr. Neil C. Sandberg Cw/enclosure) 

I 
I 
\ 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 
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Burton Joseph 

ANTI-DEFAMATION -LEAGUE 
Of B'NAI B'RITH 

315 le•ington AYanw 
New York, N Y 10016 

MEMO~ANDUM 

Ted Freedman and Nat Kameny 

June 13, 1978 

Subiect: Oberemmergau Passion Play 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

National Commission 
National Program Committee 

BENJAMIN R. EPSTF,;IN 

This report will outline the background of the problem and to provide a 
resume of our meetings and discussions in Munich, Oberammergau and Rome. 

Bac1tground 

Ever since Medieval times, Cbristie.ns have been putting on "passion pla;ys" 
in Churches, outdoor arenas, seminaries and public halls - about the Crucifi­

xion and Resurrection of Christ. These passion pla_ys generally are simplistic, 
0

distorted and vtlity the Jews. • 

Oberammergau, the village in the Bavarian German Alps, is famous for its 
Passion Play which has become a major tourist attraction and drew sane 500,000 
persons from 113 countries in 1970 alone. Almost all of the 5,000 vil.lagers of 
Oberammergau take part in the Passion Play which is staged during a 3-month period 
and has become Oberammergau's main ind\.lstry anQ. livelihood. The Obera.mmergau play 
has been presented every ten years since 1634 when it first was performed to ful­
fill a vov made during an epidemic of a plague. In the more than three centuries 
since, at least five different versions have been used. 

For years the play has been criticized by many Bible scholars and theolo­
gians, both Jewish and Christian, as falsifying fact and doctrine by blaming Jews 
collectively f'or the crucifixion of Jesus. The present text has been a major issue 

------in recent years With Jewish- organizations -demanding- its-·revision and- some--even-­
threatening sanctions against Oberammergau and the play if it is not changed. 

A version by Father Ferdinand Rosner, a Bene'1ictine priest, was used inl150 
and 1760.. The Rosner text was replaced in 1860 by the Daisenberger version which 
is viewed by most knowledgeable observers as anti-Jewish. 

... - .. .. 

~' --

- - --- -- - -- - -- ------- --- - --- -----
In the version of the Passion Play written in 1860 by a local parish priest, 

Father Josef Daisenberger, the Jews are shovn as the personification of death, bate, 
envy and avarice. Da1senberger also makes the Jews collectively responsible for the 
crucifixion and presents a false picture of the role of Pontius Pilate. In the 
Rosner version, as edited by Dr. Alois Fink, the sins are r~p:esented by allegorical 
figures wearing, and then carrying 1 appropriate masks. Moreover, the modified Rosner 
text suggests tnat not all the Je~s voted against Jesus; the scene of the money 
changers is not shown; and the character of Pontius Pl.late is based on modern histor­
ical theory. 

(over) 
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The first steps toward chang1ng the text vere taken in 1960 vhen the then 
mEcy"Or, Raimund Lang, set up a coI!llllission of specialists in history, literature 
and theology to study practical. possibilities. One of the members vas Profes-
sor Carl Orff who suggested that the village revert to the Rosner 1750 text, but --
in a shortened and partially rewritten form. 

The proposed change in text set up~a controversy between the reformers and 
the old guard vhich became a key local election issue this spring. Prior to this 
a special. text performance o~ the new version w~ ~iven for the press in August 
1977 on the 15th, 17th, 19th and 21st, and for the Oberammergau villagers on 
August 13. On February 8, 1978, by a vote of 9 to 6 'Wl.th two abstentions, the 
Oberammergau City Council decided to use the 1750 text written by Father Rosner, 
rather than the script written by Father Daisenberger. FolloWl.ng a heated con­
troversy in Oberammergau the presidents of the Oberemmergau City Council voted 
age.inst any reform in the Passion Pl&¥ and agreed to maintain the more tradition­
al Daisenberger text. 

Dr. Alois Fink of Radio Bavaria was int1lllatel.y involved in the preparation 
of a modified Rosner text to be substituted for the Daisenberger text. Dr. Fink 
cl&lllls that Rosner vas not apti-Semitic but rather "he saw the Jewish people as 
representing mankind, torn between heaven and hell. " 

Heading the reform movement backing the use of the Rosner text is a wood­
carver, Hans Schwaighofer, who was supported by the then d!.?puty m~or, Helmut 
Fischer. Supporters for the Daisenberger text were the local mayor, Ernst Zwink, 
regarded as a cautious pol1 ti.cian rather than a fanatic on the issue, and Anton 
Preisinger, the producer. 

It is with this background that ADL' s Internat1onal Interrellgious Seminar 
made the decision that on its visit to-the r~ich area it would seek appointments 
witll Mayor ZWlnk, Anton Preisinger, who is currently the producer of the Daisen­
berger version of the Passion Play, and Hans Schwaighofer. In addition, it was 
decided that discussions would be held with Catholic leadiership in Munich in 
advance of our visit to Obere.mmergau to secure as much background in£ormation as 
possible. 

--UDr;- Alois -Fink2 -Radi~ Bavaria - --- ------- -- - - -- -- - - - -

The Seminar group met with Dr. Fink at Katholischen Akadem1e {Catholic 
Academ;y) in Munich. Dr. Fink made a comprehensive presentation of the subject, 
providing a general over'Viev of the origin of the play from the ea.rl1est ver­
sions that were performed in 1615 in various places throughout Europe and the 

- -- --Rosner version of :the pla.y_.in .Obera.mmergeu .in ~1750. Dr. Fi.nk is ~_avid sup- _ _ _ 
porter of the Rosner script and describes it as representing the zenith of 
Southern German Baroque literature. Dr. Fin.~ states quite emphat1cal.l7 that the 
Daisenberger version is justifiably accused of showing inclinations toward anti­
Sem.i tism. He indicates that in a purely literal manner, anti-Semitism also oc­
curs here and there in Rosner's text aG in any passion play but it does not form 
the base for the entire dramatic structure of the play, ~aereas the Daisenberger 
version adapts the driving of the merchants froIP the Temple into the main motif 
for the persecution of Jesus. Dr. Fin~ argues that the Rosner version presents 
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"the Jt::v<>" rar more discriminatinr,ly and f"hovs that Jesus' adversaries present 
lll"rn.unents and are dignified in the advocation of their tradition, and that 
Jesus' real antaeonists are Satan and vice. Dr. Fink expresses some puzzlement 
as to why the leaders of Oherarnmergau, usif18 increasingly dubious means, espe­
cially after vhat he de~cribes as the success of the trial run version of the 
Rosner script, wish to prevent the people or Oberammergau f':rom becoming familiar 
v1th the play and allowing them to make the decision as to the suitability. He 
states that the arguments based around the Oberammergau Passion Play became the 
main topic of the local election and that emotions vere permit\ed to override 
fact. He claimed that two arguments were put forward against the accusations cf 
anti-SemtisI!l: "the gospel" naturally cannot be changed and, thirty years atter 
the Hitler era one should be able to gradually approach the "Jewish question" 
again "with less prejudice." 

He describes the village of Ober8??1lllergau as a split and hostile community 
more so than at any time in its history. He states that there are economic fac­
tors inYolved in the decision not to change and that the cl.aim of maintaining 
tradition is readily used to oppose 1.J.I1Y outside interference, thereby preserving 
what Oberammergau people believe to be an important Christian and Bavarian cul­
tural treasure. 

Dr. Fink indicated he was asked to examine the Daisenberger text to see if 
revisions could be made to make it acceptable. Arter extensive study on his part 
he came to the conclusion that it vas impossible to make the necessary modifica­
tion without drastically revising the text so that it voqld no longer be the 
Da1senberger text. In effect a new Passion Play text would have to be prepared. 
He argues that the Rosner text is in fact the best text available and relatively 
f':ree of the kind of anti-Semitism expressed in tne text to be used by Oberammergau 
in 1980. 

There were many nuances in Dr. Fink's remarks which not only vere in his 
prepared presentation but also in extended in.formal conversation 1.hat be had vith 
the Seminar group. He believed that copcerted pressure vas needed to try to force 
the city leadership to effect the change in substituting the present text for the 
Rosner one. He :further indicated because ot the controversy many of tbe first 
class actors who normally vould be involved in the play have refused to participate, 
s..~d it was necessary ~or the current producer to seek second and third line actors 
to assume some of the parts. He even speculated that it would not be unrealistic 
to anticipate that there vill be a delay in the tovn being able to put on the p1ay 
in 1980 as scheduled. That is not to say that the play would not be performed but 
that the starting date might very vell be delayed. 

--- ------·nr. F1nk vas questionea· exten$ively as- to 1>0ssible-opt;ions, -all-of which.he-.---­
~elt had merit but that the major thrust of any effort should be the substitution 
of the Rosner text for tne Daisenberger text. It vas in this light that Dr. Fink 
was asked if a nev and more extensive prologue to the play, both spoken and vrit-
ten, might not be an additional ite."n in order to lessen the anti-Semitic impact 
of the Passion Play. He responded that this suggestion had ·=~e merit, but again 
stated in the interest of the overall objective, whatever pressure should be ap-
plied should be in the direction of a change to the Rosner te~t. 

(over) 

i 
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With this as a general background the Seminar group met privately to strate­
gize as to possible approaches for our meetings in Oberammergau. It was 88reed 
that a small grQup would meet vi.th the,mayor at the s~e time that another group 
would be meeting with Rans Schwaighofer, the leader of the reform movement and 
form~r producer under the RosTJer trial text, and that the entire group vould meet 
with the producer of the Daisenberger play, Anton Preisinger • .. 
Ma.yor Ernst Zwink 

Since the town is split on this issue, it was the group's judgment that to 
go in to see Mayor Zwink on the issue of the text ~- Rosner vs. Daisenberger ~ 
would simply maintain the polarization. We agreed to talk in a general. way about 
changes which would deemphasize those aspects of the per~orrnance that focus nega­
tively on the Jews, and to press for th~ir making such modifications. At the 
same time, since the question of a prologue vas not at issue, it was agreed we 
would suggest consideration of a revised prologue which would be more in keeping 
with Vatican II and the Vatican Guidelines which are much more extensive on the 
subject and which were formu1ated in 1975. 

On Frid~, May 5, ve motored to Oberammergau and a small group of four per­
sons - Nat Kameny, Ted Freedman, Joseph Lichten and Larry Leshnik -- met vitb 
the mayor, Ernst Zwink, in the Oberal!!,mergau City Hall. We were ushered into the 
boardroom of the City Hall. The mayor came in and sat at the head of the large 
table anq formally started the proceedings. We soon reali.c.ed the mayor was 
warily perceiving us to be - that is the ADL delegation - a part of all prior 
delegations and obvio'l}.sly made the assumption that we were seeking the same ob­
jectives. We made it a point to indicate to him that we were concerned not with 
the specii'ic text used, around \rhich there had been such controversy, but with 
the impact of the performance of the Passion Play. He Ti.'8.S quick to point out that 
there was no intent to be anti-Semitic and that this in a sense was a replication 
of the Gospel. In t~n, we explained that we felt the play was not in the spirit 
of Vatican II and the Guidelines and that vbile his intent was not to be anti­
Semi tic, nor did we bel~eve him to be anti-Semitic, the result was in fact con­
trary to their intent. 

We suggested that in our judgment changes could be made, and some modifica-
-- -tl-on of the mafiller--in -which- certain-aspects--o:f'--the play were-presented could, in 

effect,, avoid the anti-Jewish implications that flowed from it of Jewish culpa­
bility in the deicide. While the mayor defended the play e.nd dramatic license 
be appeared not unmindful of the problem and possibilities that we tried to con­
vey to him. We further noted that there were aspects.of theatr1cd.l. performances 
that one would find in any p1ey under one producer versus another, i;t vhich cer-

- --·-ta.m-1tems -are not i11ghl!.ghted in quite -the- same ""18.Y w.ithou.t in-any_ way losing ____ _ 
the dramatic appeal of the production. \lhile he did not stete categorically that 
he could make these changes he did indicate quite clearly that he was ~repered to 
accept our views, which he appreciated, e.nd that he would discuss them with the 
producers in an effort to see what modifications might be made. We also proposed 
that in addition to such modifications as might be made, consideration he r,iven 
to an enlarged prologue, inasmuch as a prolol;Ue now exiF-:.-.;., by e'(tendin~ lt both 
in the spoken and written form. It coulJ be helpful .in minimizin~ i1' not avoid-
ing some of the misunderstanding and anti-Jewish fE>f'lrnp.~. We furtl-ter in<ll<.."Lted 

,_ 
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that ve had a sample text prepared by a theologian for his consideration and 
that or his colleagues in the town council, which we felt was more in keeping 

'With the spirit of Vatican II and the Guidelines. He accepted the copy of the 
proposed prologue and indicated that he w0uld share it vith others in the town 
council. The meeting was concluded on a friendly note, and I think it would 
be fair to say with guarded optimism that the reception of our committee vas 
positive. While it woul,d be unrealistic to assume that major changes will be 
forthcoming it would also be incorrect to believe that no modifications or 
changes vill occur as a result of this meeting. It certainly enables ADL to 
maintain contact with Mayor Zwink and to offer concrete proposals regarding 
modifications in the production. 

The Reformers 

The group then met 'With Hans Schvaighofer and Hans Lang, both principals in 
the reform movement. Schwaighofer while professionally a woodcutter also was 
responsible for the trial performance of the Rosner text production or the Passion 
Play which had been rejected by the town council. 

Their view WS.$ that the community, vhile extremely conservative and tied to 
"tradition," is not consciously anti-Semitic. They point out that there are some 
people in Oberammergau who do realize that the plq conveys a stereotypic presenta­
tion of the Jews. They also noted that while the Roman Catholic Churcb in Bavaria 
has indicated tbat the play must be in confonnity with Vatican II, notbing much 
has happened to produce these results. Scbwaighofer noted in particular that the 
problems related to the play were largely in two categories, one described as 
trad.1t1on and the other, which he.describes as laziness. He stated that one major 
force in the resistance to change is that the older people had gone to great pains 
to lee.rn part~ and there was a major reluctance to change scripts and accordingly 
have to learn new parts, and that for many of thel!l it would be difficult if not 
impossible. Schwaighofer and Lang are closely allied with AJ..01s Fink in Munich 
and support the Rosner text. During the course of discussion we raised the ques­
tion about the possibility of a further revision of the text, in effect producing 
a new Passion Play wtuch Schwaighofer felt vould be unthinkable as would be, in 
his opinion at the present, any major changes in the Daisenberger text. Speaking 

- o~ _the _iatter text, Schwaighof'er indicated that the _text is_ so saturated with 
anti-Semitism that changes would not rea.lly modify the negative impact of the play. 
He thought that the concept of an extended prologue or epi1ogue would be a useful 
thing, but that the major eff'ort needed was to secure a ch&nge f'rom the Daisen­
berger text to the Rosner text. 

Both Schvaighof er and Lang expressed the view that they bad gotten no assis--tance· from Cardinal Ratziner --in Munich, and reported- that all of "their cOimiunica---­
tions t o the Cardinal on this subject have remained unanswered. It was also their 
viev that it might not be unlikely that their requests for assistance have never 
been placed before him. They felt strongly that if the church took a firm stand 
on the issue important changes could be brought about. When we advised them that 
Seminar members would be meeting with Vatican oft"icia.ls, tb':j· urged us to raise 
this problem with them and to solicit their assistance. 

(over) 
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Anton Preisinger, _the Producez:_ 

A small group from the Seminar m"et with Anton Preisinger and Herr Noth. 
Mr. Preisinger was animated and outspoken assuring the group th.et there vas no ·, 
intent to perpetuate ant1-Semiti~m and that if our group could show him where 
the script contained any anti-Semitism he would make chapges in the production. 
When questions were raised as to script changes and possible production changes 
he responded by stating, to make major chQ.nges would be like asking them to pro-
duce "Flying Down to Rio." In any case he did indicate a winingness to be open 
to nev materials and possible script changes, as well as to exe.n\i.ne the proposed 
pr.ologue materials lett vitb the mayor. Our group prQmised to send him as quick-
ly as possible a critique of the specific aspects of the script which we b~lieve 
to be anti-Semitic 8.lld not in teeping with the spirit of Vatican II and the 
Guidelines. 

Vatican Secretariat on Relations With The Jevs 

On Wednesday, May 10, in Rome, our group met with Monsignor Moeller and 
Father Jorge Mejia to discuss a wide range of concerns including a b~ie~ report 
OIJ our trip at which tllile t}le subject of Oberemerg~u and the Passion Play ws 
raised. Both Father Mejia and Monsignor Moeller expressed surprise over our con­
cern with the play tndicatiQg that the last they had been informed was that there 
had been a text change and that the problem bad been resohed. We detailed for 
them that in tact changes had not been made and tpat those vho vere leaders of the 
movement for change felt abandoned by the church. Father Mejia stated that it 
was ADL's re8pons1bility to provide him with as much ~nformat1on as possible on 
our meeting with the people in Oberammergau and that Vatican II and the Guidelines 
(promulgated in 1915) stated quite ciearly that Jews were not to be treated as a 
rejected people or a deicide people, and the play violated these principles. 

fathe,r Mejia inqicate4 that ~ishop Flugel of Regensberg, Bfl.varia, who is a 
member of the Vatican Commission on Relations with the Jevs and is close to 
Bavarian officials, shoaj.d be ;_i.nvolved in this particul.ar problem. Father Mejia 
also indicated that he works closely with Cardinal Ratzinger and that he would 
have occasion to 4iscuss thi~ probl~m with hll11.. As we concluded this portion of 

--our discussion Fat,her Mej ie. requested -that. -ve-;>repare a -memorandum :for hllD -vi th----- -­
background information on the matter With supportive quotations frOi'l the various 
texts ~d such other materiaJ,.s as we believed apprQpriate for ~~s follow-up. 

' 

Upon our return to the United States, the following NationaJ_ Catholic Nevs 
Service Rele~e va.s r~ceiveq. (See attached) • 

While all of us ~ea.;l,iz~ that Passion Play~ by their nature carry the roots 
of at:ti-Semitism, ve can be justifiably proud of what we must recognize as an 
important breakthrough with tbe lea~ership of a community which is~ in the eyes 
of the world, synonymou$ w1th Passion Pl~s. Obviously this represents inroortant 
progress. Further progress may be slow to develop but we trust th1s sienals a 
beginning. / 

TF/NK:am 
Attachment 



NC NEWS SERVICE -is- Fri<lay, May 1,, 1978 

religious communities Vestment•. challcee. altar linens Stations o• the Cross and other liturgical turnfshtnga 

cosllng $17,270 were provided. and $151 800 wa .. used to support a variety of local acttvmea In ml111on 

8'819 

The $4 5 mllllon budget for the 'iacal year from March 1. 1978, to Feb 28 1979, llsts $1 mllllon earmarked ' 

for epeclal diocesan afc:t, $900,000 for chapel-catechet1ca1 center building. $600 000 each for mle1lon prle1t 
~ 

and Religious subsidy campus ministry and mission catechet1cal and rehgloua education: 1300.000 for 

mJaelonary seminarian edycahon. $275,000 for Mass o••ering!:., S200 000 for ml1cellaneous aid. and 125.000 · 

for llturglcal furnl1h1.ngs 

The Catholic Church Extension Soclaly has been raising funds for home missions since 1905 1hrough 

Individual contributions ~nd through annul11es, bequesls burses. llfe Insurance policies real estate, aecu·r1t1es 

and truat arrangements 

10 • s112na 

PASSION PLAY WILL HAVE 'QRASTIC CHANGES. PRODUCER SAYS (510) 

OBERAMMEAGAU, West Germany (NC) ....... The new producer of the world-famous Oberammergau Paa11on 

Play announced May 10 thal "drasll~ changes" will be made Jn the Oa1aenberger vers1orr of the play 

The play, put on for a year every decade 1n the small Bavarl-n town of Oberammergau. haa been crltlclled 

by Jewa and Christiana alike as anti-Semitic 

Hans Maler, 52-year-old woodcutter-producer of the pl@Y, said that the 1980 production wlll be made to . 
conform "as far as possible" with the orientations of the Second Vatican Council regarding Chrlatlan·Jewlah 

re la hons 

The announcement came only days after a 16-membcr ctelegahon of American J'Jws. offlclala of the Antl­

Oefamahon League of B'nal B'rith, h Id talks with Oberammergau leaders 

The group called for changes In the script 

Maler said that sections in the prologue asslg-ning collective guilt for Jesus' death to the ~e_wa wou_ld_b•--~ 
- - -~ . -

cut. 

He alao promised that a scene In which the temple m'-'rchanla plot revenge against Jesus for cle1naln9 the 

temple precincts would be revised 

Maler said that he Is shorlenlng the play by ooe hour and designing a new set 

The ·producer added th~t the team doing the text revisions would inclu de persons who do not reefde In 

Oberammergau, but he did not reveal the names ol the group memt>er c-, 

For more than three centuries Oberammergauers have staged a Passion Play every tenth yoar as a reaull 

of & vow made during the Thirty Years' War when the village was spared fro"' a plague ~weeping Europe. 

Over the years different scripts have been used The Da1senberger version was written for the 1880 

production and has been In use since 

As a reaurt of criticisms In tho 1960a, sevorat anlt-Semltlc references were dropped or changed when the 

play was staged In 1970 But Jewish leaders and Cathollca concerned about aritl·Semlt1am In Catholic thought, 

literature and culture argued that the changes did not go far enough 
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Friday, May 12, 1978 
-. 

Oberammergau, Ilk• the rett of Bavaria. la predominantly Catholic The play. turfllllng a rellgfoua vow, haa 

alwaya been considered a Catholic rellgloue play, not Just a secular dramatic production with a rellgloua theme 

In recent yeara opPOnents of the play'e anti-Semitic tonea have focused eapectally on the Second Vatican 
# 

Councll's 1995 "Oeclaratlon on the Relatlon of the Church to Non-Christian Retlglons .. to argue egalnal 

paeaagea In the play which auggeat that Jews are responsible for Chrlat"s death 

The councll'a declarallon aald that "neither all Jews lndlscrlmlnatefy at that hme, nor Jews today, can be 

charged with the crimes committed during h1a (Christs) passion the Jews should not be spoken of as reJected 

or accuraed- 11 If thla followed from holy Scripture " 

Crltlca of the Dalaenberger version drew further ammunition In the last several yeara from the VaUcan'a 

1974 guldellnea for Cathollc..Jewlah relatlona, which expanded on the principles of the 1965 decfaratlon and 

encouraged efforta to eUmlnate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic llfe 

The debate over the pfay has deeply dlvld&Q Oberammergauera It was the main Issue In town councll 

1lectlon1 thla aprlng, In which aupportera of the tradlt1onal veralon soundly defeated reformists who wanted to 

eubatltute a completely different text 

/' .. / 

- ------ ______ ....., 



FOR IMMEDIATE REtEASE 

.. 
New York, NY, June 13 •••• "Drastic chanqes'1 will be made in the world-

' famous Oberammergau Passion Play to conform with the 1974 Vatican guide-

lines for Cathol1c-Jewish relations and "reconcile with the Jews ••• with-

out falsificatio~ of the Bible." 

The announcement, made in an Oberammergau news release published in 

two German newspapers -- the Frankfurter Allgemeine-Zeitung (May 13) and 

the Frankfurter Rundschau (May ll) -- and the Catholic News service 

(May 12), credited the changes to recommendations made by a delegation of 
. 

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith leaders which met with officials 

of the Bavarian town last month (May 5). 

Among the .ADL suggestions being followed are: an expanded prologue 

explicitly stating that the Jews are not to be considered collectively 
--------

guilty for Jesus' death: revision or elimination of scenes which depict 

Jews in an unnecessarily harsh way, and the addition of Jews calling 

for the release of Jesus to the highly emotional scene in which the ---------__ ... _ ... --..- ....... ----- - . - ---·- - --- - -- ------·- ·-- ----- - -- - -· ---
masses call for his death. 

The changes, announced by Hans Maier, a 52-year-old Oberammerqau 

woodcutter who is the newly-elected director of th~ Passion Play, will 

be made in the 1980 production. The play, put on for 12 months every 

(more) 
-DEF~TION LEAGUE OF B NAI B RITH 315 Lexington Avenue New YOO. NY 1CXJl6 :.'ll 6139 74fX> DAVIO SURF.CK. OrACf<)r Cumrn 11llC".ot1cn. 
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decade for the pa~t 300 years, hns been criticized by Jews and 

Chri~tians alike as anti-Semitic • 
. 

The AOL delegation, led by Nat Kameny, chairman of the 

human relations agency's program~committee: Rabbi Ronald B. Sol:>el, 

. . _,,_ 
':f" .... -

-., 

-~ . 
... "- _ ... 

vice chairman. and Theodore Freedman, director of the program di- ,- ,_ - -
' - ~ , : 

........ _' " 
_. \ ....... ' ' 

vision, met with Oberammergau Mayor Ernest Zwink, other town leaders; · -~~ ~ -. ,.. .. ...... ~ -,, ...... ,..,.. """'"r-...c 

and later in Rome discussed the meetings with members of the Vatican ,_~<J.-
. :r ~~ 

) 'i ", 

Commission on Relations with the Jews. They were assured by Pather _-_-

Gorges Mejia, secretary of the Cormnission, th~t he would give the 
-

reconunendations made by ADL in Oberanunerqau to Bishop Carl B. Plugel. 

Regensberg, and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Munich, both in Bavaria. 

Mr. Kameny said that Mayor Zwink and other Oberanunerqau town of-

ficials, while knowledgeable about the Second Vatican Council's 1965 

... -.. \ . 
i .. -: 

. 
' -

"Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Ch;istian Religions," _! 
' 4 .._ 

- -seemed unfamiliar with the 1975 Vatican Guidelines which were adopted ~-~ 

to implement it. The Guidelines, following the principles of the 

Declaration which said "neither all Jews indiscriminately at that __ _: . .,. . ------------------------- ----- --------...-.......---
time, nor Jews today, can be charged with the crimes committed during 

- ,,-

.• 

his (Christ's) passion ••• the Jews should not.be spoken of as rejected ' -'~ 
, 
' 

- - -- -or- cursed as if this -followed from Holy Scripture," encouraqed-efforte ,. . -
\ 

to eliminate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life. 

The ADL group made clear to the Oberarnmerqau officials, Mr. 
-

Kameny went on to say, that '-While we were aware of the current con-

troversy in Oberanunergau over two different Passion Play texts, we 

were not advocating one over the other." The group gave as ADL'a con-

cern the impact of all Passion Plays. 



. \ 
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"We pointed out,'' Mr. Kameny said, "that deletions could be 

made in whichever text was used to remove segments referring to 

-Jews and Judaism in a prejudicial way and in contradiction to the 

Vatican• s Declaration and Guidelines.·• .. 

Commending the Oberammergau announcement of change in the pro-

logue and the play itself as "an important breakthrough on a vital 

issue which has disturbed the American and world Jewish communities 

for .many years," he said "although progress has been slow, it is to 

be hoped that the new understanding we found in Oberamm.erqau signals 

a speeding up of the process. " ADL will follow through with its 

promise to Mayor Zwink to send related.materials and suggestions for 

possible additional modifications in the play. 

As a result of criticisms in the l96o•s, several anti-Semitic 

references in the Oberammergau Passion Play were dropped or changed 

when the play was staged in 1970. But Jews, as well as Catholics 

concerned about anti-Semitism in Catholic thought, literature and 

culture, did not think the changes went far enough. Oberammerqau, 

like the rest of Bavaria, is predominantly Catholic. The play has 

always been considered a Catholic religious play, not just a secular 

-~ , . 
<-- •. 

: 

______ dramatic proqucti.on with a religious_.t:heme. ___ -------- - - -------- -
The Anti-Defamation League delegation was in Oberammerqau as 

part of a 14-day international, 1nterreli9ious seminar in Germany, 

Italy and switzerland . The group conferred with Jewish, Christian 

and political leaders in the three countries on problems related to 

anti-Semitism, neo-Nazism, educatton about the Holocaust and Jewish-

(more) 
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~ > \. _ _,.. .. 
Christian relations. At a private audience with Pope Paul VI, ADL 

leaders presente~ the Pontiff with the ten millionth copy of the 

agency's 16-page publication~ "The Record - The Holocaust in History , 

-- 1933-1945," which appeared as an insert in 35 major American 

newspapers and is being used a~ an educational tool by American pub-

lie and parochial schools. 

BHR,BHFOR,AJ,CP,RE,RTVP,C~78 , 

---- - - - -- - -----'=---

- ----- ---- . -- -- ---- -



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITIEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E 56 St. New York, NY 10022, {212} 751-4000 
ANNUAL NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
Oct. 26-29 Tho Amencan Jewish Committee, founded on 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
Hyatt Regency Cambridge agency 1n the united States It protects the c 1v11 and rel1g1ous nghts of Jews here 

575 M l 
l'\oo and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations ror all people 

emora ~r·We ~ 
Cambridge. Mass. 02139 MORTONYARMON,DmtctorofPub/1c Relat1ons 

617 - 492-1234 

PRESS ROOM will be posted 1n lobby 
CONTACT: Natalfe Flatow. Press 

Frances Rosenberg. TV-Radio 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 P.H. 
FRIDAY. OCT. 27, 1978 

CAMBRIDGE. MASS. , Oct. 27 ••• The American Jewish Committee's National Executive Council 
I 

today urged Conmittee members throughout the country to support quota-free aff1nnative 

action programs in order to help llelllbers of minority groups train for and obta1n Jobs, 

as well as for admission to colleges and universities . 

At 1ts meeting at the ttyatt Regency Hotel here. the Council. the Conrnittee's top 

policy-making body, rec011111ended that AJC's Chapters in every part of the Unit ed States 

work with minority, women. union, business. government. and other leaders to replicate 

affinnative action programs in employment that have been effective. At the same t ime 

the Chapters were urged to monitor affirmative action programs to ensure that they remain 

free of quotas. 

The Council also called on the Chapters to organize meetings of Jewish businessmen 

to assist them in developing affirmative action programs for their own businesses. and to 

help them create Jobs for disadvantaged youth. The exclusion of Jews from the executive 

suites of maJor corporations was also singled out as an area requirin1Q affirmative action 

efforts. 

Sholom D. Comay, Chainnan of AJC 1 s Domestic Affairs C0111111ss1on. stated that the 

American Jewish Comnfttee would continue to work with the Leadership Conference on Civil 

Rights for "a Job at a living wage for everyone willing and able to work or who can be 

qual i fied for work by training. " 

The Council congratulated President Carter and the Congress for 1ts passage of the 

Humphrey-Hawkins full E111ployment and Balanced Growth Act. which 1t has supported. 

Seymour Samet. Director of AJC' s Deparbnent of Domestic Affairs, revealed that the 

U.S. Secretary of Labor had responded favorably to the American Jewish Comn1t tee's re­

co11111endation that unemployment insurance be used to supplement voluntary work-sharing, 

more •••. • 

Richard Maus, President, Maynard I W1shner, Chairman, Board of Governors, Morton K Blausleon, C/111rrnan, N1t1on1I Eucut1ve Council, Howard I Frotdrnan, Chairman, Board of Trustees 
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and had agreed to spend some $4 million on two pilot proJects. 

"We urge continued support for the use of quota-free goals and timetables in order 

to measure the effectiveness of aff1nnatfve action programs in employment," the Council 

said. "It must not be forgotten that discrimination is still a tragic fact of life for 

many people in this country. We must move to eradicate 1t." The Council statement 

continued: 

"Though some areas of the country are harder h1t than others. unemployment 1s a 

serious problem from Maine to California, Alaska to Hawaii. It hits hardest at the 

least trained and those most victimized by d1sGrimf nat1on. In J~n~ary, 1978, the white 

unemployment rate was 5.5 percent, while the black rate was 12.7 percent-- more than 

twice as large." . 

It .was also stressed that AJC Chapters should undertake support for affirmative 

action programs fn education: fn meeting wfth colleQe an~ university presidents, and 

1n offering a1d 1n rev1ew1ng adm1ss1ons programs before and after admission dec1s1ons 

have been made. 

Founded in 1906, the Amerfcan Jdwfsh COlilnittee is this country's pioneer human 

relations organization. It combats bigo~ry, protects the civil and religious rights 

of people at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people every­

where. 

10/20/78 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS., Oct. 27 ••• The Amer1can Jewish Conrnittee today announced that a leading 

catholic academic fnstitut1on in Bavaria, West Sennany, would sponsor a sympos1um of 

Catholic and Jewish scholars in Munich next month on the relat1onsh1p of the Oberarrmergau 

Passion Play to the development of ant1-Semitism in Gennany and in Chr1stian culture. 

The symposium, which w1ll be held Novelllber 19, w1ll be sponsored by the Catholic 

Academy of Bavaria in cooperatfon with the American Jewish Co11111ittee's lnterrelig1ous 

Affairs Department. 

Announceme~t of the symposium was made by Miles Jaffe, Chairman of the AJC's 

Interrel1gious Affairs Commission, at the annual meeting of the AJC's National Executive 

Council. The Council, the agency's highest pol1cy-mak1ng body, continues its sess1ons 

through Sunday at the Hyatt Regency Camtridge Hotel. 

The AJC has long been concerned with the effect of the Oberanmergau Pass1on Play, 

and derivative Passion Plays glven in other parts of the world, on Jew1sh-Chr1stian­

relat1onships, Mr. Jaffe explained. Last July, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC's National 

D1rector of Interrelig1ous Affairs, and William S. Trosten, AJC Director of Development, 

met with Dr. Franz Henrich, President of the Catholic Academy of Bavaria, on the Ober­

anmergau Passion Play issue. At that time, the AJC leaders suggested that a dialogue 

among Catholic and Jewish scholars on the historical and theological issues represented 

1n the Pass1on Play could prove helpful, and t he Academy subsequently decided to sponsor 

a symposium on the subject. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum will present one of the maJor papers at the symposium. He has 

also been invited to speak fn the village of Oberammergau follow1ng the symposium on the 

religious and historical factors that have contributed to anti-Semit1sm 1n Germany and 

elsewhere. It fs believed that never before has a Jewish spokesman been 1nvited to address 

MORE ••••• 

· - - ---L 
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a public gathering in Oberanmergau on ant1-Semitism and Jewish-Christian relations. 

Outlimng the significance of the sympos1um, Mr. Jaffe pointed out that "th1s w11l 

be the f1rst t ime i n the hlstory of the Obera111nergau Passion Play, which dates back to 

1634, that a Gennan catholic group of such prestige has taken the initiative 1n coopera­

t1on with a Jewish body to examine the root causes of anti-Sem1tism engendered by certain 

accounts of Jesus' death, tnclud1n9 Passion Plays. More than 20 years ago, the AJC made 

an exhaustive line-by-l1ne analysis of the scr1pt then used in the play's performance. 

It concl4ded that it was a highly anti-Sennt1c document 'that could not help but contribute 

to the m1sunderstanding of Jews and Judaism'." 

Mr. Jaffe added that in the past two decades, AJC had been deeply concerned w1th 

the issue, including the controversy over which version of the Play was to be produced. 

Over the centuries~ it has been perfonned in at least five different vers1ons. The Play, 

which is a maJor tourist attraction in the Gennan town of Oberanmergau, is g1ven once 

every ten years. In 1970, more than 500,000 people from 113 countr1es witnessed perfor­

mances. The next series of performances 1s scheduled for 1920. 

The symposium in Munich wfll have as its central subJect "The Passion of Jesus -

Then and Now," and will focus on five maJor themes: 

1. The passion of Jesus in historic perspective. including an exam1nat1on of the 

Roman occupation of anc1ent Judaea and the circumstances of Jesus' trial. 

2. The varying interpretations of Jesus' passion in different parts of Chrf st1an 

Scripture. 

3. The death of Jesus and the holy will of God, examining the foreordaining of 

Jesus' death from a theological viewpoint. 

4. The Good Friday liturgy, looking at the meaning of the changes that have been 

made in the service s1nce VaticaD Council II. 

5. The possibilities and limitat1ons of artistic portrayals of the Passion of 

Jesus. Th1s will include the historic background of the Passion Play; the relationship 

of the Passion Play to the current religious climate; and the role of the Passion Play in 

fostering anti•Semit{sm throughout history. 

Founded 1n 1906, the AmPrican Jewish Co111nittee is this country's p1oneer human re­

lations organization. It combats bigotry. protects the civil and religious rights of people 

at home and abroad, and seeks tmprove4 human relations for all people everywhere. 

10/19/78 
78-960-133 
A, EJP, REL, CP, PP 

J 

I 
{ 



[start] 

Original docamerr1ts 
faded and/or illegible 



~· - .... - ~(.,, 

....., 
PARIS OFFICE • 30. Rue La Boetie Paris 75008, France• Elysees 69·11, 83·63 • Cable: Wishcom. Paris 

Abraham k.arlikow, European Oirl'ctor 

FEB 2 8 1978 

Memorandum .i;, 
.'Yr 

To: Marc Tanenbaum 
From: Zacharia Shuster 

Febr uary ]6, 1978. 

I am sendi ng you he r ewi th photocopy of an article 
published in the Sued-Deutsche Zeitung of Munich, 
of Friday Februar y 10 , whi ch reports extensive l y 
the statements made by AJC personalities with regard 
to the decision by the people of Oberamergau to oppose 
the perfor mance in 1980 of the new version of t he 
paasion p l ay. 

Alongside of this a r ticl e there is a report from 
Oberamergau that the City Council , h9wever , has 
decided by a vote of 9 against 6 to introduce in 
1980 the new text whi ch we have seen last August. 

It should b~ noted , however , that a new City Counci l 
will be elected on March 5th and may again decide on 
this issue. 

The same newspaper publ i shed an editorial in favor of 
the reformed text~ copy of which I am also enc l osin g 
herewith. 

I hope to talk to you on the phone about this sub j ect · 
whithin the next few days. 

RICHARD MAASS. Presidenl • • BERTRAM H. GOLD. Execulive V1ce·Pres1den1 
MAYNARD I WISHNER. Chairman. Board ol Governors • MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN. Chairman. Natoonal Execulive Council • HOWA~RD !· FRIEDMAN. Chairman. Board ol Trus1ees • 
GERARD WEINSTOCK. Treasurer • LEONARD C. YASEEN. Secrelary • ROBERT L. HOROWITZ. Assoc1a1e Treasurer • THEODORE ELLENOFF; Chairman. Execu11ve Commi11e~ • 
Honorary Presidenls: MORRIS B ABRAM. LOUIS CAPLAN. IRVING M. ENGEL. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. ELMER L. WINTER • Honorary Vice-Presidenls: NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN. JACK A GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAN. EMERY E. KLINEMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman. 
National Executive Council • MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer • JOHN SLAWSON. Execu1ive V1ce·President Emeritus • Vice-Presidenrs: JORDAN C. BAND Cleveland: 
EDITH S. COLI VER. San Francisco. EMANUEL DAN NETT. Weslchester: RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. Tulsa. DAVID LLOYD KREEGER. Washington. D. C.: RICHARD H. LEVIN. Chicago. 
ALFRED H MOSES. Washington. 0 C : ELAINE PETSCHEK. Westchester: MERVIN H. RtSEMAN. New York: RICHARD E. SHERWOOD. Los Angeles: SHERMAN H. STARR. Boston • 
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du,.rch die dorfmternen,.,.use1nan- wide~fb~~d~oll~ Aufga\>e danri ~er., ..,egen; ,d~s ;Thema q~r KODeld1vschuld der Jl!den .am 

· .. .. · : dersetzungen :sO:wie durch die: 4JrtM~~en. von d3;~ Pri~p er,_K ''"'e~~ivs~huld .zu ~J>.~~:<~~obr.·: .-Tode Jesu zqgiiinde ljegt. Es. ist u~re Auttu-
·Biirgermeister Zwink und einer BOr.gerfoitiative: es.,~c~ um .~u.~:·Oder .bayeruc~e ~rtgemem-;. :S\i,n:&"·daB keme Bearbeitung weder Streic~ 
·gegen ·die, N'~ui!lszenieru~i:· de5. · .. i>asS'io~pieiS . ~att.en :h~. ~e~t . ~ ·~eite:, ·,.t>,of!en f fr; ' gen::"·DodiU xonekturen · un'd · ilramatur~iscbe·. 

.. nach Rosner. h~~,,die,.jQdii,che~. Re~tan7.: :~~: ~.~~-\l,~~,w.~. ~en ,d,i~ ;:i\0 J1sequen- TricliiS~die·se ~Tiisache uberdecken ki>nnen. .Die 
: , ~en aus ~e!ik·~~~#<f eu.?:~!l zweit.en "~cha- ,:~ ·J?i:et. ~~eidu~g :au~eig~n:; ~ ehrliche ·~8:f_senberg~t.:;'V;ersion wi~a: in · ·?nserem_ 1~ . 

...> 

. ' 

1 ·m·: Oberamn-.ergau m• der y~rgangenen Wocbe ·:·~muhung u_m eme Hilfe ve~tehen. ·. "· - . immer als :em Ausdruck antisem1tischer'Gefiihle:--' 
; audi mit. d~'iµlpangeril 9-~:Pilisenberger-Spi¢ls · ,j. -Zurn Versucb d~ Biirge tjrutiative':in Ober am- .. geseben u'zi'.d ais sokher abgelehnt werdeh.-" ... - _. ;'.. 

· ; 'gesprocheii:; V-3°m' Ergebru~· scheinen sie jedoCh- •: . · "~ · ·: ., . .. ,;;;' · · ·.' · :. :· . :~ :' .. ' · · ._ .. . .\'' 
_. wehig befriedigt nach Amerlka .Zµruckgekehrt . . ... 

zu sein,, · :. · -4- · ·.. · · -· . . 
In dem Brief an"-.Burgermeister Zwink' wird 'l daran· eriruiert;:iaaB'•gerade durch die·EntSchei­

: ' dungen d.es ' Zikeiten ·Vatikariischen Koi\zl.J.s im 
' Verhfiltnis -zv:-~cheh ·den ·Religionel}. '1'9~4(Fort7 . 
· 8chrftte gemacht worden>seien ',':1i;V.oii~Toleram 

:: ·uber verst.andilis bis iU gegens~itiger 'Anerk:en"'.' · 
. / iiu*g".' Wortlicti_. heillt e.s , ,,W~r-'meirie~::~.B 'clle 
:J.Ottenllichl,t.eit-keine .rtjigiose.:.!'\.~Sa&~ m~ ·~ 

.-1.:-ieneren ·wtrd, ;welche .dem 'jiidischen:.,Volk:~eme . 
.ij Kollekti\rschuld und.ein~ historiscJle .. Vefant'Wor:­
·",-tung fiir die Kii!~gung Jesu anliuitet.":~ ·.; ... ;· . · -
·: ':··Auch ein f·as'~1onssplelin ot>e~riuneq~u;das 
<, et>ei;idies.ef.'. zum} Inhalt--habe;; ~erde vori." eipem 
'; -verantWommgsbewuBteii , ·PObllkum . nicht ak· ' 
:; j zepgert ~ ,,Eine solche~Aiiffrulrullg; Wfu.de .. 
,1 · rucht stillschweigend :_ '. bingenommeii; ' . .Son'dern 
'. _: ·~w-.aktiv~n ~iderstand · siS>~nJ!.)'>ieW,-Wide!-· 
! ::stand koime at>er ·nur; da1lu1fiihrifu, den.;'WU:nsCb'. 
;:i(les PublllrumS"in Amerilia fuid aiidereii:Uniiem · 
Hiu. beeintriciltiie · -ein ·paS'sio~hl:,'iuti>eSU;; 
:1~;da5 e's eiCen~ct{ierne sAhP~ v~-; \~B:i-..:;-,, . " 
;···.• :nie·s .. recher~der J\iden' iii:''d~tUSA~~u~'· -
~ aber; ~~\di.ae .ameii.kkijcn~~'Reait'ti~ii~;ilicht · .. 

• ·e~!~~~r.er.~~.:~~:~~~W;~~--
. :-.~~--,·-~~me~U;f au~,(:~ware. 

.. ;::~~~~;~~:):;~~~·i-~l.~!~~~: 
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TRANSLATION 

Hans Schwaighofer 
Kircheckgasse 12 
8103 Oberammergau 

Mt-. William S . 'frQsten 
American Jewish Commtttee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 ~as~ 56 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Trosten: 

Oberammergau 
May 17, 1978 

• 

After our last telephone conversation I spoke to Dr. Fink 
and with the Board of Arbeitsgemeinschaft about your 
s~ggestion to come to Oberammergau to meet with either the 
Town Council or directly with the people. Everyone felt 
that this was an excellent suggestion and were in complete 
agreement. In view of the present situation, they were 
of the view ~hat the date of this meeting should be put 
off until the fall and that the meeting should be well 
prepared. 

It was suggested that a symposium be arranged consisting of 
one Catholic theologian (perhaps Father Sanders) one Protestant 
theologian, experts from your side and ~ishop Schwarzenbbck. 
The participants would make short stqtements pertaining to 
the important Passion and text problems, make their position 
known to the people and be available for discussion. The 
invitation would be extended by the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
and preparatory conversations with the participants could be 
arranged by Dr. Fink as well as by the Arbeitsgemeinschaft . 

This is our suggestion. 

The new director, Hans Maier, indicated in a newspaper clipping 
which I enclose, his intention to make significant changes in 
the Daisenberger Text. Apparently, he does not fully understand 
the difficulties of his proposal. Indeed, his proposal would 
mean the creation of a new tex t -- something that is not wanted. 

continued ••.• 

•' 
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As of this time, the na~e of the person who will do the 
adaptation is unknO'Wn'. In' Cl'ny event, the re·sult w!ll not 
be much different from the changes made in 1970. The basis 
of this new adaptation ts the text I sent you some time ago, 
which already included some of the deletions. 

As to whether the Anti-Defamation League met with Cardinal 
Ratzinger after their visit !n Oberammergau is not known. 
The gentlemen also wanted to try to get a message to 
Cardinal Ratzinger from the Vatican. 

Yesterday, May 16, 6:20 P.M., there was a report over 
8avarian Radio of the International Congress of Ch+istians 
a~d Jews meeting in Vienna. They too plan a demonstration 
in Qberaamie~gau. , It was also reported that American bishops 
and Jewish organizations will urge tour promoters and airlines 
not to include Oberammergau in their programs. 

The reports about the text adaptation of Daisenberger are 
sleazy because, as yet, the Town Council has not discussed this. 

cc: B. H. Gold 
M. Jaffe 
M. A. Tanenbaum 

With best regards, 

(S) Hans Schwaighofer 

/ 
\. 



TRANSLATION 

BAVARIAN RADIO MAY 5, 1978 
RUDIGER STOLZE: DAS ECHO VON OBERAMMERGAU 

ONE REALLY DOESN'T WANT TO BELIEVE IT:· THAT THE COMMUNITY 

OF OB~GAU, DESPITE ALL EXPERIENCE, ALL ADVICE, AND 

ALL COMMON SENSE, WANTS TO HOLD ON TO THE OLD PASSION PLAY . 

WITH THE DECISI_ON TO REJECT A REFORM OF THE PASSION PLAY 

ON TijE BASIS THAT IT IS UNTRIED AND REQUIRES MUCH MORE WORK 

THE TCMN COUNCIL RAS VlOLATED ITS OWN CONSCIENCE. A PLURALITY 

DOES NOT PROTECT ONE AGAINST STUPIDITY. 

HARD WORDS, DEAR LISTENERS, BUT THE CITIZENS OF OBERAMMERGAU 

WILL HEAR MVCli MORE IN THIS CONNECTION AND CORRECTLY SO 

IN MY OPINION: 

"STEJ;;PLE POLITICS11 
-- FROM THE ''WOODCARVER' S VILLAGE" -- IN 

THE EVENT THAT THIS CORRECTLY DESCRIB~S WHAT HAS HAPPENED 

HAS ATI'RACTED WORLD WlPE AITENTi:ON. IF THIS "DRAMA OF 

OBERAMMERGAU" OR SOME SIMILAR EVENT HAD TAKEN PLACE SOMEWHERE 

ELSE ONE COULD DESCRIBE IT AS PROVINCIALlSM AND FORGET ABOUT 

IT. BUT OBERAMMERGAU IS DIFFERENT. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A WORK 

OF ITS CITIZENS AND THE COMMUNITY THAT DEVELOPED THE PLAY 

ABOUT THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST INTO A WORLD 

RENOWNED ATTRACTION. THEIR RESPONSIBILITY HAS ALSO INCREASED 

AND THE OBERAMMERGAUER CAN NO LONGER EVADE THIS FACT. THEIR 

RESPONSIBILITY DOES NOT ONLY AFFECT THEM BUT OUR COUNTRY, THE 
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RELATIONSHIP BE'IWEEN THE J EWISH AND CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS AND 

THE VIEW OF US THAT WE OFTEN RESENT AS "THE UGLY GERMAN (HORRIBLE 

GERMANS, ETC.) 

IN THIS CONNECTION THE OBERAt1MERGAUER AS ALWAYS ARE POORLY 

COUNSELED NOT TO CONCERN THEMSELVES. ABOUT THE OPINIONS FROM 
., ...... 

OUTSIDE. THE OPPONENTS OF REFORM CHARGE THAT THE NEW VERSION 

IS TOO MUCH OF A SPECTACULAR AND DOES NOT EXPRESS THE TRUE 

FEELINGS OF THE -PEOPLE -- ALWAYS ECONOMIC ARGUMENTS . . IF ONE 

WERE TO CHANGE THE PASSION PLAY, IN THEIR VIEW, THERE WOULD BE 

_.. FEWER VISITORS TO THE VILLAGE. BUT, LOOKING AT THE SITUATION 

NOW, EXACTLY THAT WILL OCCUR IF THE OLD VERSION WHiCH ACCORDING 

TO THE BUERGERMEI-STER WILL BE ONLY SUPERFICIALLY CHANGED, 

IS . PLAYED. IN 1970, _JEW'ISH O~GANIZATIONS CALLED FOR A BOYCOTT 

OF THE PLAY. MANY VISITORS PARTICULARLY FROM THE UNITED STATES 

AND ELSEWHERE AVOIDED THE "WOODCARVER'S TOWN." ALSO, THE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH DISTANCED ITSELF FROM THE PLAY . . JN 1970 THEY 

DENIED THE OBERAMMERGAUER AND THEIR PLAY OFFICIAL RECOGNITION. 

THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE, PARTICULARLY AFTER THE LATEST 

DEVELOPMENTS AND DECISIONS, THAT THEY WILL DO ANYTHING DIFFERENT 

NOW. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES AT HOME. MANY CITIZENS 

Wj!Q..-A&E RE~ ABLE TO PLAY HA~ REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE OR 
. ---- . . ..... 

OR COOPERATE IN A FUTURE PERFORMANCE OF THE OLD TEXT. ON TOP 

OF THESE VERY REAL PROBLEMS FOR THE COMMUNITY THERE IS ANOTHER 

MORE OVERPOWERING THEME: THE GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE 
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OF THE POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF PASSION PLAYS 

ALTOGETHER -- DEALING WITH THE CHARGE THAT THE JEWS ARE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 'l'HE STYLE OF THE OLD 

TEXT IS NO LONGER UP-TO-DATE. IN THE REFORM PRODUCTION A 

CERTAIN DEP~RSONALIZATION TAKES PLACE. GREED, HATE AND EVIL 

ARE ALL PORTRAYED AS ALLEGORIES . NO DOUBT THAT THIS RESPONDS 

TO TaE OBJECTIONS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND CORRESPONDS 

TO THE DEMANDS OF THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL. OBERAMMERGAUER, 

ON THE OTHER HAND, WANT TO BUILD THEIR FUTURE ON A QUESTIONABLE 

PAST. THE MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL WANT A CLEAR DECISION 

THAT WILL BRING PEACE TO THE COMMUNITY. IT MIGIIT BECOME 

CALMER IN OBERAMMER.GAU BUT ITS CITIZENS ARE HEARING THE 

ECliO. 

cc: B. Gold 
M. Tanenbaum 
M. Jaffe 



Hans Sch~·1a1t;hofer 
Kircheckgasse 12 

81o3 Oberam.rnergau 

American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Helations 
165 East 56 Street 
N e w Y o r k, N.J 

Nr. t,·h.ll+mn s. 'rrosten 

Sehr geehrter Herr Trosten! 

Oberar:rner:,au, 17 .Lai 1978 

• 

Nach unserem letzten Telefon0esprach habe ich mit 
Herrn Dr. Fink und anschlieBend mit dee Vorstand 
der Arbe1tsge~e1nschdft Ihren Vorschlag nach Ober­
ammergau zu komrnen, um mit dem Gemeinderat oder fi\a.t 
der Bevolkerung zu sprechen, beraten. 
Alle Bet·eiligten f ande11 die sen Gedanlcen aus~ezeich­
net und haben ihn grundsdtzlich bei'uruortet. 
A~ Grund der augenblicklichen Situation waren sie 
jedoch der Iieinung, man soll te den Termin .fur die­
ses Gesprach auf den Herbst verle~en und gut vorbe­
rei ten. 
Vor3eschlagen wurde, e:z.n ·Symposium einzuberufen, deo 
1 katholiscner Theolo~e (vielleicht Herr P£arrer San­
ders) 1 evangelischer Theologe und Exper~en von Ihrer 
Seite sowie der ~egionalbischof Schwarzenbock angPhd­
ren. 
Die Herren sollten in kurzen Statements zu den wi~hti­
gen Passions- un~ Textproblemen vor der Bevolkerung 
Stellung nehmen und daruber disk'Utieren. 
Eine Einladung wurde von der Arbeitsgeme;i..nschaft vor­
bereitet, vorbereitende Gesprache mit den betref.fenden 
Herren l\onnten von Dr. Fink S0\/1e auch von der Arbei ts­
gemeinschaft eingeleitet werden. 
Dies ware der Vorschlog der 4rbeJ.:ts0eme1nschaft . 

- 2 - -
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• 
Der neue Spielleiter, H~ns Maier, hat in einer Ze1-
tungsnot1z, die ich beilege, 11uesentliche hnderungs­
absicht'en" am Daisenber~ertext bekanntgegeben. Schein­
bar sind ihn die Schwierigkeiten, die dabei eintreten, 
nicht in vollem Umfanee bekannt d.h., daB diese Ab­
sicht eine Neuschopfung bedeuten muBte, die nicht se­

wollt 1st. 
Der Textbearbeiter vernult sich bis zur Stunde anonym. 
Das Ergebnis wird sich von derYTextstreichurrn 1970 si­
cherlich nicht uesentlich un-cerscheideno 
Als Grundla~e soil der Ihnen bereits zugegangene, schon 
mit Streichunsen versehene Text verwendet uerden. 
Inwieweit die 1 r!llti-Diffamation•Liga' nach ihrem Besuch 
in Oberammergau auch mi~ Kardinal Ratz1n3er ins Gesprach 
kam, ist nicht bekannt e;e\;orden. 
Die Herren wollten auch versuchen, uber den Hlo Stuhl 
in Rom e~ne Nachricht an Kardinal Ratiinger zu vermit­
teln. 

Im Baye~. Rundfunk kam sestern,16. Mai - 18.20 Uhr, 
eine !lelduns voq einem incernationalen KongreD christ­
lich-Judischer Zusammenarbeit in r/ien, von dera aus eine 
Demonstration l.n OberamMergau seplant 1st. A.~erikanische 
Bischof e und Judische Or~anisationen uenden sich an die 
Reiseveranstalter und an die Fluglinien, Oberaramergau 
nicht in Ihr Programm aufzunebmen. 

Die rleldunGcn uber Textbearbeitung des Daisenbergertextes 
• 

sind fadensc1'-;..ein16, denn im Gemeinderat wurde daruber bis 
jetzt noch nicht beraten. 

Mit freundlichen GruBen 
verbleibe ich 
Ihr 

- 'l' Cr~~ )'-tc:.._I~-....-' 
(Hans dchwaic;hofer) 



IBE ARCHBISOOP 

OF M.JNICH AND FREISING 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

bear Mr. Tanenbatun, 

Kardinal-Faulhaber-Strasse 7 
8 M.mich 
May 11, 1978 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of April 27, 1978, m which you 

bring to my attention various exchanges of letters concenung the 1980 Ober­

anunergau Passion Play. To go right to the heart of the matter: In the total 

context of tlus complex problem, I cannot see it as my task as Archbishop of 

M.m.1ch to force adoption of the Rosner text - - particularly since the trial 

perfonnance has clearly shown the llillits of our capacity to make the Baroque 

drama with its Heav~n, Hell and devils come to life. In any case, given all 

that has happened, such an attempt would be hopeless. On the other hand, as 

I have repeatedly stated, I will emphatically urge that, consonant with Nostra 

Aetate, no assertion whatsoever of a collective Jewish gui,lt be allowed to re­

main. On this matter, I will make contact with currently respdnsible agencies 

in Oberanunergau. 

I would now like to ask Jewish agencies, for their part, not to link 

Dachau and Auschwit~ with the Christian faith. As :j.s well known, Nazi anti-

Semitism has always vilified the Christian faith a.S a Semitic product and 

has always treated the Church and Judaism as belonging together. May I, for 

example remind you of the Hitler Youth's song, "Jews and Holy Joes (Pfaffen) ' 

up agalnSt the wall." The solidarity thus generated among conunitted Jews and 

Chr1st1ans should continue to be stressed as the most important bulwark against 

all anti-Semitism. 
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Generally speaking, I am much concerned that the real intent of the 

Oberammergau Passion Play, which is to serve religious awareness, not to 

provoke confrontation, not be put in question by conflicts of any kind 

whatever. 

Sincerely }'ours, 

(s) + Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 



ber ErzbISchof 

von Munchen und Fre1sing 

Herrn Rabbi-ner 

Marc H. T~nenbaum 

Institut of Human Relations 

165 East 56 Street 

New York, N.Y. 10022 

U.S.A. 

Sehr geehrter Herr Tanenbaum! 
' 

8 Munmen, den 11. Mai 19 7 8 
Kardina]-Faulhlber-StraSe 7 

Besten D2nk fur Ihren fre~ndl1chen Brief vorn 27.4.1978, m1t dem 

Sie m1r d~nkensw~rterwe1se verschiedene Briefweohsel in Sachen 

OberaITJII1etg?u~r Passionssp1ele 1980 zur Kenntnis ge~ratht haben.Um 

gle1ch zum Kern zu kommen: Ir!. Gesamtzusariiw~nhang clieses korriplexen 

Problems kann ich es nicht fur mein~ Aufga~e als Munchener Erzb1-

schof ~ns~hen, den Rosner-Text zu erzwLngen, zumal d i e Probeauf­

fuhrung <loch auch d~utlich die Grenzen unserer Fahigkeit gezeigt 

hat, das barocke Drama mit H1mm~l, Holle und Teufeln z~ vergegen­

wart igen; ubr1~ens wurde ein solcher Versuch nach allem Vorgefalle­

nen ohneq1es aussichts l os se1n. Wohl aber werde ich nachdri.lcklich 

gqravf gr?ngep, wie ich schon versch1edentl1ch geauBert babe, daB 

i.m SiriIH; von "Nostra aetate" keinerl ei Aussage uber eine Kollekt1v­

schuld der Juden zuruckbleibt. In diesem S:i,.nn werde i<;h mien auch. 

mit den jetzt ve~antwortlichen Oberarnmergauer Stel l en in Verb~ndung 

set~en . 

Urngekehrt mochte 1Gh nun aber ~uch die Judischen Stellen bitten, 

nicht Dachav unq Auschwitz rnit dem. chr1stlichen a iauben in Verb1n­

dung zu Qringen. Bekanntlich h~t ja der NS-Antisemit~smus irmner 

au~h den chri~tlich~~ Glauben als se~itisches Produkt beschimpft 

und KirGhe und Judentum st~ts als zusammengehorig behande l t . Ich 
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darf Si.e bier beispielsweise nur an das HJ-Lied "Stellt die Juden 

und die Pfaffen an die Wand" erinnern. Die Solidaritat, in die so 

uberzeugte Christen und Juden versetzt wurden, sollte auch heute 

als wichtigstes Bollwerk ~egen jeglichen Antisemitismus herausge­

stellt werden. 

Ganz allgemein ist 'mir sehr daran gelegen, daB die eigentliche Ab­

sicht der Oberammergauer Passionsspiele, die religioser Besinnung 

dienen und nicht Konfrontationen hervorrufen sollten, nicht durch 

Konflikte gleich welcher A+t in Frage gestellt wird. 

Mit freundlichen GruBen 

bin ich Ibr 

(Joseph Cardinal Ratz1nger) 




