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Subject Meetings in Oberammergau, February 3-5, 1978

In response to requests contained in recent letters from Dr. Alois Fink,
editor of the Rosner version of the Oberammergau Passion Play, and Hans
Schwaighofer, the director, an AJC delegation consisting of Miles Jaffe,
William Trosten, and myself went to Oberammergau for a series of meetings
that began on Friday, February 3, and that concluded on Sunday, February 5.

In their confidential letters and notes to us, both Fink and Schwaighofer
expressed a growing concern over efforts on the part of "ultra-conserva-
tive" forces in Oberammergau to prevent the adoption of the more pro-
Jewish Rosner version of the Passion Play in order to return to the ear-
lier anti-Semitic Daisenberger scraipt. Apparently, following the gener-
ally positive reactions to the August 1977 preview of the Rosner vers.ion
that was expressed by the audiences and in the German and overseas press,
Fink, Schwaighofer, Helmut Fischer and their colleagues took for granted
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of the Rosner text as the basis for the 1980 production.

In their euphoria, they seemingly had not realized that the pro-Daisen-
berger forces (which included not only traditionalists but unregenerate
Nazis and anti-Semites) refused to give up the ghost and set about sys-
tematically organizing the villagers to defeat the Rosner versaion.

Ernst Zwink, the Burgomeister, was apparently the chief organizer of the
pro-Daisenberger forces. He and his associates had recently conducted
a "public opionion survey" of the villagers and announced that 60 versus
40 percent of the townspeople favored returning to Daisenberger. Both
Fink and Schwaighofer disputed the validity of the survey, and reported
that Zwink refused to show them the polling data.

While the Oberammergau Town Council had earlier voted 11 to 6 in favor
of the Rosner text, Fink and Schwaighofer had now become quite concerned
that the pro-Daisenberger forces led by Zwink were gaining strength and
if left uncontested might well defeat the Rosner script during the March
5th election.
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They invited our AJC delegation to make a special trip at this time
as a means of dramatizing to the Zwink-pro-Daisenberger forces that
"the outside world" was watching what was going on in Oberammergau,
and that there would be consequences xin respodnse to their actions.
The pro-Rosner leaders were strongly supported by Lufthansa Airlines,
especially in the person of Karl Koepcke, public relations director
and a good friend of Bill Trosten's. From our August visit, we were
also aware that some officials in the West German Government and in
the Bavarian Tourist Ministry also informed Oberammergau authorities
that they favored the Rosner version.

While in August we met mainly with the pro=Rosner group and had a
remarkably constructive dialogue (see my last Oberammergau memo,
August 25, 1977), we decided now to meet with "the opposition." On
Friday afternoon, we had lunch wath Burgomeister Zwink at the Alois
Lang Inn in Oberammergau. Interestingly, hé brought his own English
interpreter, even though Koepcke and Trosten are fluent as trans-
lators.

OQur meeting with Zwink lasted four-and-a-half hours. It should be
recorded that Miles Jaffe and Baill Trosten were absolutely superb in
their presentation of the issues - cool, disciplined, rational, per-
suasive. It was a marvelous piece of AJC teamwork at its best.

We informed Zwink that we were not accusihg eitlier Oberammergau nor
Limsclf of Leiug auiLi=Semitic; that we did not believe in the cor-
porate guilt of the entife German people; we were not anti-Christian.
In fact, we showed him a large collection of Anglo-Jewish press clap-
pings which documented our efforts to interpret the August 1977 Ros-
ner preview affirmatavely in the United States and elsewhere.

But we made 1t clear to Zwink in forceful and unmistakable terms that
we regarded the Daisenberger text as "structurally anti-Semitic' and
that no cosmetic changes could redeem 1t of its fundamental anti-
Jewish nature. Keopcke pressed the point, in support of our views,
that the Daisénberger text would damage Bavaria, German, and Chris~
tianity in decisive ways.

When the meeting was over, all of us had theclear impression that we
had shaken Zwink pretty strangely.

Later, on Friday and Saturday, we met at great length with Fink,
Schwaighofer, and Fischer to discuss strategy. On Sunday morning;

we met again to draft a letter to Mayor Zwink as a memorandum setting
forth our posaition. Miles drafted an excellent text (copy of which
is attached) and Trosten and Fink translated it into German. While
we were working on the tests, Helmut Fischer - who, in addition to
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playing Jesus in the 1970 production is also deputy mayor = came in
to tell us that Zwink had just called "a special meeting" of the
Town Council for next Wednesday, February 8th. Fink, Schwaighofer,
and Fischer thought that that might be a positive development, and
a direct response to our &4%-hour conversation with Zwink.

Fischer reported that he had been asking for such a meeting of the
Town Council for several weeks in order to hold a vote on the Passion
Play text, but Zwink kept avoiding summoning the Town Council.

On late Wednesday, February 8th, Schwaighofer telephoned Bill Trosten
(in Montreal). The Town Council had met and voted 9 to 6 - in favor
of Rosner! Unless some other manipulation develops, the chances
appear that the 1980 production will be based on the Rosner script.

Footnote: because Miles, Bill, and I took the time and trouble to
travel overseas i1n order to bolster the Rosner side, the feelings

of appreciation for our efforts on the part of the pro-Rosner group
became increasingly strong and manifest. On Saturday afternoon, while
Miles and I were visiting with Schwaighofer and his wife in their home,
I said to Schwaighofer - "Our struggle now must be concentrated on
defeating the Daisenberger text and winning a vactory for the Rosner
scrapt. But once that happens, we will want to talk with you further
about making needed additional changes in Rosner which still has some

anti-Jewish problems.” Schwaighofer responded spontaneously, ''We
will make whatever changes you request that are within reason and
nur ﬁnwpét;:ﬂ‘r_'c! Wa v 11 nnnI_\n‘r'o!-n ae 'F_"l 1“- t-v-nf-‘n srovos o faroay oo '-:_:h

us!" We drank a schnapps, or several, to that'
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date December 6, 1978

to Area Directors

from  pabb1 Marc H. Tanenl':aum, National Interreligious Affairs Director

SUBJEC!  pBAVARIAN CATHOLIC ACADEMY SYMPOSIUM ON PASSION PLAYS AND

E:L OBERAMMERGAU SEMINAR ON ANTI-SEMITISM.

BACKGROUND

AJC has been 1nvolved since the 1950s in efforts to change the anti- -
Semitic character of the Oberammergau Passion Play. Our comparative
content analysis, Oberammergau 1960 and 1970 -- A Study 1n Religious
Anti-Semitism, focused scholarly attention on the anti-Jewish impact
of the play, and led to a decision on the part of some Oberammergau
officials to replace the present Daisenberger text with an earlier
text (the Rosner script) in which the role of the Sanhedrin and "the
Jews" 1s less central to the drama. As detailed in a memorandum to
you of August 1977, that decision was reversed when ultra-conservative
factions committed to the Daisenberger text were voted into office 1n
Oberammergau.

In August of last year, an AJC delegation met with key officials of

the Roman Catholic Church in Bavaria, German academics, leading edi-
tors and radio and TV personalities, and a delegation from Oberammergau.
We proposed that the time was past due for a serious, systematic exam-
1nation by German scholars and church leaders of the Catholic Church's
present understanding of Jews and Judaism, and the ways in which passion
plays advance that understanding or contradict it. Professor Franz
Henrich, director of the prestigious Bavarian Catholic Academy, re-
sponded enthusiastically to our proposal. A day-long symposium, spon-
sored and underwritten by the Academy, took place this year in Munich

on November 19. It was followed by an invited visit to the village of
Oberammergau. The AJC delegation consisted of: Miles Jaffe, national
chairman of the Interreligious Affairs Commission; Richard Weiss, chair-
man of the AJC Chapter in Los Angeles and a leader 1n 1nterreligious
affairs; William Trosten, director of AJC Development who 1s fluent in
German and who spent years in Bavaria with the American Military Govern-
ment; Zachariah Shuster, of Paris, consultant in interreligious affairs
1n Europe; and myself.

WNpuUeJouaus
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THE SYMPOSIUM

Planned 1n cooperation with AJC's Interreligious Affairs Department,

the symposim, entitled, "The Passion of Jesus as a Spiritual Drama,"

drew an overflow audience of some 400 Participants came from Germany,
Austria, Switzerland and Italy, with particularly heavy representation
from Oberammergau They included a high-level cross-section of academic
scholars, theologians, Christian educators, Government officials,

civic leaders, and numerous representatives from major German print and
radio and TV media, including Der Spiegel, Der Stern, Suddeutsche Zeitung,
and Bavarian Rundfunk radio and German educational television

At the initiative of Prof Henrich, each of the participants was given

a German-language copy of the AJC study noted above, the first 1ine-by-
T1ne comparative analysis of the Daisenberger texts The were also
given copies of correspondence between "The Citizens' Imitiative for

the 1980 Passion Play" and AJC which clearly explained why AJC felt that
the Daisenberger text was "structurally anti-Semitic" and needed to be
abandoned 1n favor of a more sympathetic text. A basic document on
Judaism that was prepared by us for publication by the Vatican in seven
languages 1n 1975 was also given to each participant

In h1s opening remarks, Prof Henrich disclosed that he had received a
Tetter from Mayor Ernst Zwink of Oberammergau charging that the Sympo-
sium was "a conspiracy on the part of the American Jewish Committee and
certain Oberammergau people" to undermine the Passion play, and asking
that the Symposium not be held Rejecting that forcefully, Prof Hen-
rich declared, "The Oberammergau Passion Play cannot be considered the
affair only of a village," and stressed the "Christian duty" to apply
current historical research and biblical theology to an understanding
of the Passion narrative. :

Three scholarly papers were then presented Dr Bo Reicke, professor
of New Testament at the Universityof Basel, Switzerland, spoke on "The
Historical Background of the Passion of Jesus," synthesizing the find-
1ngs of contemporary scholarship on the Roman occupation of first
century Palestine, the actual role of Pontius Pilate a a ruthless
Procurator, the Roman institution of crucifixion, the Roman domination
of the Sanhedrin and the Sadducees, and the 1imited role of Jew1sh
leaders 1n the trial of Jesus

Dr. Franz Mussner, professor of Biblical Theology at the University of
Regensburg, present a paper, "Who Bears the Guilt for the Death of
Jesus? Theological Perspectives." He reviewed the various and often
contradictory accounts of the trial and crucifixion found in the New
Testament, noting that the Gospels were composed in different times.
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Dr Friederich Kienecher, professor of New German Literary History
and Didactic Literature at the University of Paderborn, spoke on
"The Passion of Jesus* A Critical Literary Perspective," detailing
the folk understanding of the Passion as medieval morality play in
contrast to modern 11terary treatments of the Passion by great cre-
ative artists.

Both Professors Reicke and Mussner stressed that, the removal of anti-
Jew1sh references or tendencies 1n passion plays "1s not the same as
rewriting the Gospels. In telling the story of the crucifixion, the
Gospels held back a good deal of the political, legal, and religious
realities of the day, such as the actual rule of the Romans 1in
Palestine, and who was responsible for what. The realities must be
considered 1n order to have a correct portrayal."

They added "The Gospels themselves are highly conditioned and
specialized 1nterpretations of the Passion. One must always con-
sider that the Gospels were written decades after the death of Christ
at the time that the young Church was separated from Israel and devel-
oping its own faith and independent consciousness. In that process,
the Church developed a growing picture of the Jewish people as the
enemy, and 1nevitably made a caricature of the complex reality of

the Pharisees."

The scholars agreed: "“In depicting the Passion of Jesus, the Jews
must now be portrayed with more honesty, with greater respect for
the1r religious traditions, and with greater recognition of their
rich traditions of scholarship. We sti111 have a lot of revision-to
do 1n telling the Passion accounts. The Catholic Church has taken
heed of the decisions of Vatican Council II in revising its Christian
education, teachings, and liturgy. There 1s a whole assortment of
passion plays throughout the world, at the head of which 1s the Ober-
ammergau Passion Play, which have acted as though relations between
Christians and Jews have not changed. After Auschwitz, 1t 15 a
scandal to continue 1n that manner."

In a surprise appearance, Italian film director Franco Zeffirell,

who produced the widely-acclaimed NBC-TV production, "Jesus of Nazareth,"
appealed to the producers of the Oberammergau play "as a Christian and

a son of Abraham," not to repeat the errors of the past.

A panel discussion which followed included Dr. Hans Schwaighofer,
director of the Rosner version of the passion play, Dr. Alois Fink,
1ts editor, Dr. Ernst Maria Lang, a Munich architect born in Ober-
ammergau whose father was director of the play in 1920; and several
others, i1ncluding Rabb1 Peter Levinson of Heidelberg and myself. Dr.
Schwaighofer underscored the intentions of Father Daisenberger by
quoting from hi1s 1nstructions to the director of the first production
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of his play i1n 1860 "Instruct the actors playing the Jewish parts

to do so 1n a manner that 1s filled with hatred and vileness, those
who play Christian parts should do so with lTove and merciful qualities "
Based on a paper I had prepared on the role of passion plays in foster-
1ng anti1-Semitism, I traced the portrayal of Jews as the anti-Christ
from medieval times, and documented the relationship between the theo-
logical 1mage of the demonic Jew and Hitler's portrayal of Jews as
"untermenschen."

The symposium was given prominent coverage in the daily and Sunday
press, on radio and on educational TV

OBERAMMERGAU

At the invitation of the Arbe1tzgeme1nschaft of Oberammergau (the
several hundred people affiliated with the alternate Rosner production)
our AJC delegation went to the village of Oberammergau the next even-
1ng, to lecture on "The History of Anti-Semitism and Jewish-Christian
Relations Today " The program began with an excellent filmstrip on
the subject /"Christians and Jews® The Troubled Brotherhood" by Sr.
Suzanne Noffke, 0.P., Alba House Communications, Canfield, Ohio_/

and ended with a Tively guestion period For many of the villagers

- 1t was their first exposure to the history of anti-Semitism in the
Christian West, the Holocaust as viewed through Jewish perspectives,
and to some basic knowledge about Jews, Judaism and Israel The
reception was warm and appreciative. As a result, AJC was nvited

to organize a week-long seminar of lectures by Jewish scholars at
Oberammergau 1n the coming year.

EVALUATION

These events 1n Bavaria are important, not only for the future of
the Oberammergau Passion Play, but for the future of German-Jewish
relations far transcending the play 1tself.

Certainly the debate over the Oberammergau Passion Play 1s no longer
a controversy between American Jews and Oberammergau villagers. The
Munich Academy symposium has shifted the perspective -- now 1t 1s
German Catholic academicians, theologians and church officials who
are demanding that justice be done and that town officials put an end
to anti1-Semitism and a new sensi1tivity based on knowledge, and honest
dialogue 1s beginning to develop 1n Oberammergau 1tself

RPR
78-700-86
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OF B'NAI B'RITH

315 Lexington Avenue
New York, N Y 10016

MEMORANDUM

To- Burton Joseph FOR YOUR INFORMATION

From. Ted Freedman and Nat Kameny National Commission

National Program Committee
Date: June 13, 1978 e

- BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN
Subject: Oberammergau Passion Play

This report will outline the background of the problem and to provide a
resume of our meetings and discussions in Munich, Oberammergau and Rome.

Background

Ever since Medieval times, Christians have been putting on "passion plays”
-- in Churches, outdoor arenas, seminaries and public halls -- about the Crucifi-
xion and Resurrection of Christ. These passion plays generally are simplistie,
distorted and vilify the Jews.

Oberammergau, the village 1n the Bavarian German Alps, 1s famous for its
Passion Play which has become & major tourist attraction and drew some 500,000
persons from 113 countries in 1970 alone. Almost all of the 5,000 villagers of
Oberammergau take part in the Passion Play which is staged during a 3-month period
and has become Oberammergau's main industry end livelihood. The Oberammergau play
has been presented every ten years since 1634 when 1t first was performed to ful-
fi1ll a vow made during an epidemic of & plague. In the more than three centuries
since, at least five different versions have been used.

For years the play has been criticaized by many Bible scholars and theolo-
gians, both Jewish and Christian, as falsifying fact and doctrine by blaming Jews
collectively for the crucifixion of Jesus. The present text has been a major issue
in recent years with Jewish organizations demanding i1ts revision and some even
threatening sanctions against Oberammergau and the play if 1t 1s not changed.

A version by Father Ferdinand Rosner, a Benedictine priest, was used in 1750
and 1760. The Rosner text was replaced in 1860 by the Daisenberger version which
1s viewed by most knowledgeable observers as anti-Jewish.

In the version of the Passion Play written in 1860 by a local parish priest,
Father Josef Daisenberger, the Jews are shown as the persomification of death, hate,
envy and avarice. Daisenberger also makes the Jews collectively responsible for the
crucifixion and presents a false picture of the role of Pontius Pilate. In the
Rosner version, as edited by Dr. Alois Fink, the sins are represented by allegorical
figures wearing, and then carrying, appropriate masks. Moreover, the modified Rosner
text suggests that not all the Jews voted against Jesus, the scene of the money
changers 1s not shown, and the character of Pontius Pilate is based on modern histor-
1cal theory.

(over)
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The first steps toward changing the text were taken in 1960 when the then
mayor, Raimund Lang, set up a commission of specialists in history, literature
and theology to study practical possibilities One of the members was Profes-
sor Carl Orff who suggested that the village revert to the Rosner 1750 text, but
in a shortened and partially rewritten form.

The proposed change 1n text set up a controversy between the reformers and
the old guard which became a2 key local election issue this spring. Prior to thas
& special text performance of the new version was given for the press in August
1977 on the 15th, 1Tth, 19th and 21st, and for the Oberammergau villagers on
August 13. On February 8, 1978, by a vote of 9 to 6 with two abstentions, the
Oberammergau City Council decided to use the 1750 text written by Father Rosner,
rather than the script written by Father Daisenberger Following a heated con-
troversy in Oberammergau the presidents of the Oberammergau City Council voted
against any reform in the Passion Play and agreed to maintain the more tradition-
al Deisenberger text. O T ol N = 5 =

Dr. Alois Fink of Redio Bavaria was intimately involved in the preparation
of a modified Rosner text to be substituted for the Daisenberger text. Dr. Fink
claims that Rosner was not anti-Semitic but rather "he saw the Jewish people as
representing mankind, torn between heaven and hell."

Heading the reform movement backing the use of the Rosner text 1s a wood-
carver, Hans Schwaighofer, who was supported by the then deputy mayor, Helmut
Fischer. Supporters for the Daisenberger text were the local mayor, Ernst Zwink,
regarded as a cautious politician rather than a fanatic on the 1ssue, and Anton
Preisinger, the producer.

It 1s with this background that ADL's International Interreligious Seminar
made the decision that on 1ts visit to the Munich area 1t would seek appointments
with Mayor Zwink, Anton Preisinger, who 1s currently the producer of the Daisen-
berger version of the Passion Play, and Hans Schwaighofer. In addition, 1t was
decided that discussions would be held wath Catholiec leadership in Munich in
edvance of our visit to Oberammergau to secure as much background information as
possible.

Dr. Alois Fink, Radio Bavaria

-~ The Seminar-group met with-Dr. Fink dt Katholischen Akademie fCathollc -
Academy) in Munich. Dr. Fink made a comprehensive presentation of the subject,
providing a general overview of thesorigin of the play from the earliest ver-
sions that were performed in 1615 in various places throughout Europe and the
Rosner version of the play in Oberammergau in 1750. Dr. Fink 1s an avid sup-
porter of the Rosner script and describes 1t as representing the zenith of
Southern German Baroque literature. Dr. Fink states quite emphatically that the
Daisenberger version 1s justifiably accused of showing inclinations toward anti-
Semitism. He indicates that in a purely literal manner, anti-Semitism also oc-
curs here and there in Rosner's text as in any passion play but 1t does not form
the base for the entire dramatic structure of the play, whereas the Daisenberger
version adapts the driving of the merchants from the Temple into the main motaf
for the persecution of Jesus Dr. Fink argues that the Rosner version presents

ar
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"the Jews" far more discriminatingly and shows that Jesus' adversaries present
arguments and are dignified in the advocation of their tradition, and that
Jesus' real antasgonists are Satan and vice. Dr. Fink expresses some puzzlement
as to why the leaders of Oberammergau, using increasingly dubious means, espe-
cially after what he describes as the success of the trial run version of the
Rosner scrapt, wish to prevent the people of Oberammergau from becoming familiar
with the play and allowing them to make the decision as to the suitability. He
states that the arguments based around the Oberammergau Passion Play became the
main topic of the local election and that emotions were permitted to override
fact. He claimed that two arguments were put forward against the accusations of
anti-Semitism "the gospel" naturally cannot be changed and, thirty years after
the Hitler era one should be able to gradually approach the "Jewish question"
again "with less prejudice.”

He describes the village of Oberammergau as a split and hostile communaty
more so than at any time in 1ts history. He states that there are economic fac-
tors involved in the decision not to change and that the claim of maintaining
tradition 1s readily used to oppose eny outside interference, thereby preserving
what Oberammergau people believe to be an important Christian and Bavarian cul-
tural treasure.

Dr Fank indicated he was asked to examine the Daisenberger text to see if
revisions could be made to make 1t acceptable After extensive study on has part
he camé to the conclusion that 1t was impossible to make the necessary modifica-
tion without drastically revising the text so that i1t would no longer be the
Daisenberger text. In effect a new Passion Play text would have to be prepared.
He argues that the Rosner text 1s in fact the best text available and relatively
free of the kind of anti-Semitism expressed in the text to be used by Oberammergsu
in 1980.

There were many nuances 1n Dr Fink's remarks which not only were in his
prepared presentation but also in éXtended informal conversation that he had with
the Seminar group. He believed that concerted pressure was needed to try to force
the city leadership to effect the change i1n substituting the present text for the
Rosner one He further indicated because of the controversy many of the first
class actors who normally would be involved in the play have refused to participate,
and 1t was necessary for the current producer to seek second and third line actors
to assume some of the parts. He even speculated that i1t would not be unrealistic
to anticipate that there Will be & delay in the town being able to put on the play
1n 1980 as scheduled. That is not to say that the play would not be performed but
that the starting date might very well be delayed.

Dr. Fink was questioned extensively as to possible options, all of which he
felt had merit but that the major thrust of any effort should be the substitution
of the Rosner text for the Daisenberger text. It was in this light that Dr. Fink
was asked 1f a new and more extensive prologue to the play, both spoken and writ-
ten, might not be an additional item in order to lessen the anti-Semitic impact
of the Passion Play He responded that this suggestion had some merit, but again
stated in the interest of the overall objective, whatever pressure should be ap-
plied should be in the direction of a change to the Rosner text.

(over)
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With this as a general background the Seminar group met privately to strate-
gi1ze as to possible approaches for our meetings in Oberammergau. It was agreed
that a small group would meet with the mayor at the same time that another group
would be meeting with Hans Schwaighofer, the leader of the reform movement and
former producer under the Rosner trial text, and that the entire group would meet
with the producer of the Daisenberger play, Anton Preisinger.

Mayor Ernst Zwink

Since the town 1s split on this issue, 1t was the group's judgment that to
go 1n to see Mayor Zwink on the issue of the text -- Rosner vs Daisenberger --
would simply maintain the polarization. We agreed to talk in a general way sbout
changes which would deemphasize those aspects of the performance that focus nega-
tively on the Jews, and to press for their making such modifications At the
same time, since the question of a prologue was not at issue, 1t was agreed we
would suggest consideration of a revised prologue which would be more in keeping
with Vatican IT and the Vatican Guidelines which are much more extensive on’the
subject and which were formulated in 1975

On Friday, May 5, we motored to Oberammergau and & small group of four per-
sons —- Nat Kameny, Ted Freedman, Joseph Lichten and Larry Leshnik -=- met with
the mayor, Ernst Zwink, in the Oberammergau City Hall. We were ushered into the
boardroom of the City Hall. The mayor came in and sat at the head of the large
table and formally started the proceedings We soon realized the mayor was
warily perceiving us to be -— that 1s the ADL delegation -- a part of all prior
delegations and obviously made the assumption that we were seeking the same ob-
Jectives. We made 1t a point to indicate to him that we were concerned not with
the specific text used, around which there had been such controversy, but with
the impact of the performance of the Passion Play. He was quick to point out that
there was no intent to be anti-Semitic and that this in a sense was a replication
of the Gospel In turn, we explained that we felt the play was not in the spirait
of Vatican II and the Guidelines and that while his intent was not to be anti-
Semitic, nor did we believe him to be anti-Semitic, the result was in fact con-
trary to their intent.

We suggested that in our judgment changes could be made, and some modifica-
tion of the manner in which certain aspects of the play were presented could, in
effect, avoid the anti-Jewish implications that flowed from 1t of Jewish culpa-
bility in the deidide. While the mayor defended the play and dramatic license -
he appeared not ummindful of the problem and possibilities that we tried to con-
vey to him. We further noted that there were aspects of theatrical performances
that one would find i1n any play under one producer versus another, in which cer-
tain 1tems are not highlighted in quite the same way without in any way losing
the dramatic appeal of the production. While he did not state categorically that
he could make these changes he did indicate quite clearly that he was prepared to
accept our views, which he appreciated, and that he would discuss them with the
producers in an effort to see what modifications might be made We also proposed
that in addition to such modifications as might be made, consideration be given
to an enlarged prologue, inasmuch as a prologue now exists, by extending 1t both
in the spoken and written form It could be helpful in minimizing 1f not avoid-
ing some of the misunderstanding and anti-Jewish feelings We further indicated
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that we had a sample text prepared by a theologian for his consideration and
that of his colleagues 1n the town council, which we felt was more in keeping
with the spirat of Vatican II and the Guidelines. He accepted the copy of the
proposed prologué and indicated that he would share 1t with others in the town
council. The meeting was concluded on a friendly note, and I think 1t would
be fair to say with guarded optimism that the reception of our committee was
positive While 1t would be unrealistic to assume that major changes will be
forthcoming 1t would also be incorrect to believe that no modifications or
changes will occur as a result of this meeting. It certainly enables ADL to
maintain contact with Mayor Zwink and to offer concrete proposals regarding
modifications i1n the production.

?he Reformers

The group then met with Hans Schwaighofer and Hans Lang, both principals in
the reform movement. Schwaighofer while professionally a woodcutter also was
responsible for the trial performance of the Rosner text production of the Passion
Play which had been rejected by the town council.

Their view was that the community, while extremely conservative and tied to
"tradition," 1s not consciously anti-Semitic. They porht out that there are some
people 1n Oberammergau who do realize that the play conveys a stereotypic presenta-
tion of the Jews. They also noted that while the Romen Catholaic Church in Bavaria
has indicated that the play must be in conformity wath Vatican II, nothing much
has happened to produce these results. Schwaighofer noted in particular that the
problems related to the play were largely in two categories, one described as
tradition and the other, which he describes as laziness. He stated that one major
force i1n the resistance to change 1s that the older people had gone to great pains
to learn parts and there was a major reluctance to change scripts and accordingly
have to learn new parts, and that for many of them 1t would be difficult if not
impossible. Schwaighofer and Lang are closely allied wath Alois Fink in Munich
and support the Résner text. During the course of discussion we raised the ques-
tion about the possibility of a further revision of the text, in effect producing
a new Passion Play which Schwaighofer felt would be unthinksble as would be, 1n
his opinion at the present, any major changes in the Daisenberger text. Speaking
of the latter text, Schwaighofer indicated that the text i1s so saturated wath
anti-Semitism that changes would not really modify the negative impact of the play.
He thought that the concept of an extended prologue or epilogue would be a useful
thing, but that the major effort needed was to secure a change from the Daisen-
berger text to the Rosner text.

Both Schwaighofer and Lang expréssed the view that they had gotten no assis-~
tance from Cardinal Ratziner in Munich, and reported that all of their communica-
tions to the Cardinal on this subject have remained unanswered. It was also theéir
view that 1t might not be unlikely that their requests for assistance have never
been placed before him. They felt strongly that 1f the church took a firm stand
on the issue important changes could be brought about. When we advised them that
Seminar members would be meeting with Vatican officials, they urged us to raise
this problem with them and to solicit their assistance.

(over)



Anton Prelslqger, the Producer

A small group from the Seminar met with Anton Preisinger and Herr Noth
Mr. Preisinger was animated and outspoken assuring the group that there was no
intent to perpetuste anti-Semitism and that i1f our group could show him where
the script contained any anti-Semitism he would make changes in the production.
When questions were raised as to script changes and possible production changes
he responded by stating, to make major changes would be like asking them to pro-
duce "Flying Down to Rio." 1In any case he did indicate a willingness to be open
7 to new materials and possible seript changes, as well as to examine the proposed
prologue materials left with the mayor Qur group promised to send him as quick-
" ly as possible a critique of the specific aspects of the script which we believe
to be anti-Semitic and not in keeping with the spirait of Vatican II and the
Guidelines.

Vatican Secretariat on Relations With The Jews

On Wednesday, May 10, in Rome, our group met with Monsignor Moeller and
Father Jorge Mejia to discuss a wide range of concerns including a brief report
on our trip at which time the subject of Oberammergeu and the Passion Play was
raised. Both Father Mejia and Monsignor Moeller expressed surprise over Our con-
cern with the play indicating that the last they had been informed was that there
hed been a text change and thet the problem had been resolved We detailed for
them that in fact changes had not been made and that those who were leaders of the
movement for change felt abandoned by the church  Father Mejia stated that 1t
was ADL's responsibility to provide him with as much informetion as possible on
our meeting with the people in COberammergéu and that Vatican II and the Guidelines
(promulgated 1n 1975) stated quite clearly that Jews were not to be treated as a
relected people or a deicide people, and the play violated these prainciples

Father Mejia 1ndicated that Bishop Flugel of Regensberg, Bavaria, who 1s a
member of the Vatican Commission on Relations with the Jews and 1s close to
Bavarian officials, should be involved in this particular problem. Father Mejia
also 1ndicated thaet he works closely with Cardinal Ratzinger and that he would
have occasion to discuss this problem with him. As we concluded this portion of
our discussion Father Mejia requested that we prepare a memorandum for him with
background informetion on the matter with supportive quotations from the various

. .texts and ggchﬂgtpﬁyfmgtg;;g%s as we believed appropriate for his follow-up.

Upon our return to the United States, the following National Catholic News
Service Release was received. (See attached)

While all of us realize that Passion Plays by their nature carry the roots
of anti-Semitism, we can be justifiably proud of what we must recognize as an
amportant breskthrough with the leadership of a community which i1s, 1n the eyes
of the world, synonymous with Passion Plays. Obviously this represents important
progress. Further progress may be slow to develop but we trust this signsals a
beginning

—

TF/NK am
Attachment
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religious communities Vestments, challces, altar linens Stations of the Cross and other hturgical turnishings
costing $17,270 were provided and $151 800 was used to support a variety of local activities in mission
areas

The $4 5 milllon budget for the ‘iscal year from March ', 1978, to Feb 28 1978, lists $1 million earmarked
for dpeclal diocesan aid, $300,000 for chapel-catechetical center bullding, $600,000 each for mission priest
and Religious subsidy campus ministry and mission catechetical and religious education, $300,000 for
missionary seminanan education, $275,000 for Mass of‘erings, $200 000 for miscellaneous ald, and $25 000
for liturgical furnishings

The Catholic Church Extension Soclety has been raising funds for home missions since 1905 through

Individual contributions and through annuities, bequests burses, life inaurance policies real estate, securities
and trust arrangemants

k1
- - - o=

10 - 5/12/78
PASSION PLAY WILL HAVE DRASTIC CHANGES, PRODUCER SAYS (510)

OBERAMMERGAU, West Germany (NC) — The new producer of the world-famous Oberammergau Passion
Play announced May 10 that “drastic changes’ will be made in the Daisenberger versiorr of the play

The play, put on for a year every decade in the small Bavarian town of Oberammergau, has been criticized
by Jews and Christians alike as anti-Semitic

Hans Maler, 52-year-oid woodcutter-producer of the play, said that the 1980 production will be made to
conform “as far as possible” with the orientations of the Second Valtican Council regarding Christian-Jewish
relations

The announcement came only days after a 16-member delegation of American Jews, officials of the Anti-
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, h Id talks with Oberammergau leaders

The group called for changes in the script

Maler said that sections in the prologue assigning collective guilt for Jesus' death to the Jews would be
cut

He also promised that a scene in which the temple merchanta plot revenge against Jesus for cleansing the
temple precincts would be revised

Maler sald that he Is shortening the play by one hour and designing &8 new set

The producer added that the team doing the text revisions would include persons who do not reside in
Oberammergau, but he did not reveal the names of the group members

For more than three centuries Oberammergauers have staged a Passion Play every tenth year as a result
of a vow made during the Thirty Years' War when the village was spared from a plague sweeping Europe

Over the years different scripts have been used The Daisenberger version was written for the 1860
production and has been Iin use since

As a result of criticisms in the 19808, several anti-Semitic references were dropped or changed when the
play was slaged In 1970 But Jewish leaders and Catholica concerned about anti-Semitiam in Catholic thought,
Iiterature and culture argued that the changes did not go far enough

frannred : — S —
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Oberammergau, like the rest of Bavaria, is predominantly Catholic The play, tulfllling a religious vow, has
always been considered a Catholic religious play, not Just a secular dramatic production with a religious theme

In recent ysars opponents of the play’'s anti-Semitic tones have focused especlally on the Second Vatican
Council's 1885 “Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religlons” to argue against
passages in the play which suggest that Jews are responsible for Christ's death

The council's declaration sald that “neither all Jews Indiscriminalely at that t'rme, nor Jews today, can be
charged with the crimes committed during hia (Christ 8) passion the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected
or" accursed as If this followed from holy Scripture "

Critics of the Dalsenberger version drew further ammunition In the last several years from the Vatican's
1974 guldelines for Cathollc-Jewish relationsa, which expanded on the principles of the 1985 declaration and
encouraged efforts to eliminate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life

The debate over the play has deeply divided Oberammergauers Il was the main Isaue In town councl!

elections this spring, in which supporters of the traditional version soundly defeated reformists who wanted to
substitute a completely different text

-

i



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, NY, June 13...."Drastic changes” will be made 1in the world-
famous Oberammergau Passion Play to conform with the 1974 Vatican guide-
lines for Catholic-Jewish relations and "reconcile with the Jews...with-
oﬁt falsaification of the Bible."

The announcement, made in an Oberammergau news release published in

two German newspapers -- the Frankfurter Allgemeine-Zeitung (May 13) and
the Frankfurter Rundschau (May 31) -- and the Catholic News Service

(May 12), credited the changes to recommendations made by a delegation of
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith leaders which met with officials
of the Bavarian town last month (May 5).

Among the ADL suggestions being followed are: an expanded prologue
explicitly stating that the Jews are not to be considered collectively
guilty for Jesus' death; revision or elimination of scenes which depict
Jews in an unnecessarily harsh way, and the addition of Jews calling
for the release of Jesus to thé highly emotional scene in whaich the
masses call for his death.

The changes, announced by Hans Maier, a 52-year-old Oberammergau
woodcutter who 1s the néwly—elected director of the Passion Play, will

be made in the 1980 production. The play, put on for 12 months every

(more)
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF BNAI BRITH 315 Lexington Avenue New York NY 10016 212689 7400 DAVID SURECK Director Communic.ations
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decade for the past 300 years, has been criticized by Jews and
Christians alike as anti-Semitic.

The ADL delegation, led by Nat Kameny, chairman of the national
human relations agency's program committee; Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel,
vice chairman, and Theodore Freedman, director of the program di-
vision, met with Oberammergau Mayor Ernest Zwink, other town leaders,
and later in Rome discussed the meetings with members of the Vatican
Commission on:'Relations with the Jews. They wére assured by Father
Gorges Mejia, secretary of the Commission, that he would give the
recommendations made by ADL in Oberammergau to Bishop Carl B. Flugel,
Regensberg, and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Munich, both in Bavaria,

Mr. Kameny said that Mayor Zwink and other Oberammergau town of-
ficials, while knowledgeable about the Second Vatican Council's 1965
"Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions,"
seemed unfamiliar with the 1975 Vatican Guidelines which were adopted
to implement at. The Guidelines, following the principles of the
Declaration which said “neither all Jews indiscriminately at that
"time, nor Jews today, can be charged with the crimes committed during
his (Christ's) passion...the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected
or cursed as 1f this followed from Holy Scripture," encouraged efforts
to eliminate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life.

The ADL group made clear to the Oberammergau officials, Mr.
Kameny went on to say, that'"while we were aware of the current con-
troversy'ln Oberammergau over two different Passion Play texts, we
were not advocating one over the other." The group gave as ADL's con-

cern the impact of all Passion Plays. '
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"We pointed out," Mr. Kameny said, "that deletions could be
made in whichever text was used to remove segments referring to
Jews and Judaism in a prejudicial way and in contradiction to the
Vatican's Declaration and Guidelines."

Commending the Oéerammergau announcement of change in tha pro-
logue and the play 1itself as "an important breakthrough on a vital
1ssue which has disturbed the American and world Jewish communities
for many years," he said "although progress has been slow, it is to
bephOped that the new understanding we found in Oberammergau signals
a speeding up of the process.". ADL will follow through with its
promise to Mayor Zwink to send related materials and suggestions for
possible additional modifications in the play.

As a result of criticisms in the 1960's, several anti-Semitic
references 1n the Oberammergau Passion Play were dropped or changed
when the play was staged in 1970. But Jews, as well as Catholics
concerned about anti-Semitism in Catholic thought, literature and
culture, did not think the changes went far enough. Oberammergau,
like the rest of Bavaria, 1is predominantly Catholic. The play has
always been considéred a Catholic religious play, not just a secular
dramatic production with a religious theme.

The Anti-Defamation League delegation was in Oberammergau as
part of a l4-day international, interreligious seminar in Germany,
Italy and Switzerland. The group conferred with Jewish, Christian

and political leaders in the three countries on problems related to

ant1-Semitism, neo-Nazism, education about the Holocaust and Jewish-

(more)
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Christian relations. At a private audience with Pope Paul VI, ADL
leaders presented the Pontiff with the ten millionth copy of the
agency's l1l6-page publication, "The Record - The Holocaust in History
-- 1933=1945," which appeared as an insert in 35 major American

newspapers and 1s being used as an educational tool by American pub-

lic and parochial schools.

BHR, BHFOR,AJ,CP,RE,RTVF,C~78
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

LINPU2JOUIDLES

date September 20, 1978
to Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
from William S. Trosten
subject

Yesterday, I spoke to Dr. Scherer of the Catholic
Academy in Bavaria. A definite date for the Symposium
has been set -- November 1lth and 12th. Because of
technical problems, the Symposium cannot be held in
Ettal but will take place in the Academy in Munich.

The Academy is currently finalizing the agenda and
securing speakers. Professor Franz Mussner has agreed
to participate. The rest of the speakers are not yet
definite. They would like very much to have Professor
Talmun participate but it is their understanding that
the dates are inconvenient for him.

They would welcome and are awaiting recommendations for
scholars and theologians to participate or simply be
invited to the Symposium. They are particularly interested
in our recommendations for a speaker who can deal with

the following agenda item: ''The Possibilities and
Limitations of The Dramatic Portrayal of The Passion of
Jesus."

As soon as the agenda is completed, they will forward
it.

They plan to invite members of the press as well as
representatives of Oberammergau to the Symposium and
the proceedings will be published.

continued....
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In the meantime, Schwaighofer has confirmed the
interest of Arbeitsgemeinschaft in a discussion of
Jewish history and the history of anti-Semitism. I
have suggested to Schwaighofer that this meeting in
Oberammergau be held on the evening of November 13th.

Copies of my letteés to Schwaighofer and Hannes Burger
are attached. I will write to Scherer as soon as you
give me the list of invitees and participarts.

I suggest that we get together as soon as possible to ‘
discuss:the Symposium and, perhaps, even more importantly,
the meeting in Oberammergau.

s

-
-
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cc: Bertram H. Gold "
Miles Jaffe



Americen Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y., 10022 -
UeS.A.

4/2/78

Herrn
Burgermeister
Ernst Zwink
Ettaler-Stralle 12
8103 Oberammergau

Dear Mayor Zwink, .

On our last visit to Oberammergau we regretted that time and
circumstances prevented our meeting and talking with more
people. On this winter visit, we were pleased to have had
the opportunity to speak with you at such length. Your
willingness to give us so much of your time and to share
your thoughts w1th us was most appre¢1ated.

The achievement of Oberammergau in 1ts history of productlon
of the Passion Play is'the greater because it is the creation
of the village. We understand the importance of that fact

not only to the village @&tself but also to the great audience
which every ten years looks to you for artistic and religious
1nsp1rat10n. :

Our interest and concern stems from an apprec1at10n of one
part of that audience, the United States. ‘e also know that

the views of that audience,are widely shared in other Countries,  _  :

Especially since-we have enaoyed your hospitality, experlenced

‘the beauty of your village and its mountains, been warmed

by the courtesy of your people and witnessed the artistfiC

of your Play, we feel we must share with you our concern with
the impact your ch01ce between Daisenberger and: Rosner.w111
have at home,

In the last ten years, Amerlcan views of 1nterrellg10us harmony
have moved, in many areas from tolerance to understancing and.
mutual respecr. In that process. even theoloby has changed. - _
Christians have recognised that historic views of the - . )
relationship between Jews and the crucifixion of Jesus are not
only historically inaccurate but have been:responsible for
much of the anti-Semitism which has disfigured the Christian
image. The:decisions of Vatican Council II in this respect - ..
have been not only accepted but gratefully welcomed. It has
resulted in increased understanding not only between Jews and

Protestants, LEvangelicals and all of the Christian denominations.

We believe that public ogénion will no longer tolerate any i
religious message centerdd on the theme that Jews as a people™~
bear any historic  guilt or coilective responsibility for the
crucifixion of Jesus. The merest inferences of such a
relationship have been met by universal e)xpressions of outrage.
Similarly, the production in Oberammergau of a Passion Play

2k



that i& seen to carry that message will not be accepted by
any responsible segment of puplic Opininn;

Such a production, we helleve, will not be met with silence
nor with passivity, but with active exressions of puplic
outrage. Such expressions cannot but affect the willingness
of Americans and others to view what they should otherwise
be eager to see,

But American reaction, we belleve, may not merely affect
patronage of the “Fassion Play and the desire to visit
Oberammergau. The German experience and achievement in
recent years has been much admired and applauded in our
country as well as in other Western nations. But it is
unfortunately true that suspicions and doubts about the

 hdepth and-duration of democratic values in your.country
‘remain., we fear that reaction to your decision will not only

directly affect opinion about Oberammergau but will also

‘reflect on Germany as ‘a whole, This mgy be true even though

German opinion and press have welcomed the p0331h111ty

" of productlon of the Rosner text.

T A

' We have read hoth the~Dalsenberger and Rosner texts or the

Passion Play and have.seen:your trial production of the

i gRosner. We cannot: eXpress to00-strongly our conclusion that -
- central to Daisenberger is-the theme of collective Jewish
guilt for-the -death of Jesus. We are certain that no deletions,

no omissions, no editing, no tricks of stagecraft can disguise
that theme, Daisenberger will be seen as an anti-Semitic: v 4

“expression -in- our - country and eﬁsewhere, and will be denounced

.-.and scorned -as Such

Fram gt 20 . 4

" 'we would opposejany attempt to make your Pasclon Play anythlng

other than an expression of the artistry and religious

,}ix~onv1ct10ns of -Oberammergau. The fact that it is your creation

w0 e

. gives it much-of -its beauty, power and importance,. Because we
are dedicated «in our -opposition to the concept of . cellective

guilt, whether Jews or Bavarian villagers, and because .we .

have come to know-.you as-friends, we hope’ you will accept our .desire

_.,31mply to . inform-:you-.of one of the implications of the :choice

“Miles Jaffe -

~National Chalrman ;
'Interrellglous Aftalrs Comm1351on

‘before you. Your-right to.produce Daisenberger cannot be denied.-

The certainty - -and strength of the result of such a choice in
America and in .othep c untrles cannot be avoided.. -we hope.-
‘that for your and - " your choice will express ‘the warmth
‘and respect whlch we . have felt with you. i 3 TR

sincerely yours,. ...

Whiliam S.mTfosten-

~ Director of Development

' Rabbi Mave H. Tanenbaum B R

e . e b

National Director
Interreligious Affairs Department

- s S, TS 4 W3




<

KATHOLISCHE AKADEMIE IN BAYERN
SYMPOSIUM ON “"THE PASSION OF JESUS - THEN AND NOW"

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1978

A PAPER BY RABBI MARC H TANENBAUM, NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS
AFFAIRS DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE '
ON THE THEME

"THE ROLE OF THE PASSION PLAY IN FOSTERING ANTI-SEMITISM
THROUGHOUT HISTORY" '

PRESENTED IN GERMAN BY MR. WILLIAM TROSTEN OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH COMMITTEE, NEW YORK CITY-.



CONTENTS

I - THE HISTORIC BACKGROUND OF THE PASSION PLAY
I1 - THE ROLE OF THE PASSION PLAY IN FOSTERING ANTI-SEMITISM
THROUGHOUT HISTORY
I11 - THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE PASSION PLAY TO THE CURRENT
RELIGIOUS CLIMATE
IV - THE POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF ARTISTIC PORTRAYALS
OF THE PASSION OF JESUS



I - THE HISTORIC BACKGROUND OF THE PASSION PLAY .

According to The New Catholic Encyclopedia (published under the

Imprimatur of His Eminence Patrick Cardinal 0'Boyle, Washington, D. C.,
1967), the Passion Play was a genre of medieval religious drama, of
relatively late and slow development, which concentrated on the suffering,
death, and Resurrection of Christ, and was thus distinguished from the
Corpus Christi cycles narrating the entire Biblical story from Creation
to Judgement

In their major study, A History of the Theater, George Freedley and

John A. Reeves (Crown Publisher, N.Y., 1955) assert that the ecclesi-
astical drama began with the elaboration of the Mass 1tself and seems
to have come about first in France. There 1iturgical dramas were called

gzstﬁres (mysteries), 1n Italy they were the sacre rappresentazioni,

1n England, miracie plays (sometimes called mystery plays); in Germany,
Geistspiele.

The dramas of the period were based on “the holy mysteries of the
Bible," hence their names mystery plays. The miracles were taken from
the events in the 1ives of the saints, though by the fourteenth century
the two were used i1nterchangeably 1n ordinary speech.

Alongside the mysteries and miracles there existed the moralities,
which contrary to popular belief were contemporaries and not successors
of the already described forms. Though the word "morality" was not in
use at the time, this form was generally termed "moral," "goodly," or
“pithy Interlude." The first of which we have knowledge 1s the Play of
the Lord's Prayer which was performed in York before 1384 and until 1582.
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The seven vices of Pride, Lust,- Sloth, Gluttony, Hatred, Avarice and
Anger were portrayed for the instruction of the auditors. The char-
acters 1n these plays were allegorical and 1n some instances derived
from miracles though they existed along with the 1iturgical drama.
It 1s held by scholars that there were no dramatic representations
of Christ's death unti]l the early 13th century, when all other types of
11turgical play had long been performed That may very well mean that
there was a reluctance 1n the medieval Catholic church to imitate in a
fictive manner “"the awesome mystenf of Christ's sacrifice, especially
since the Mass as the central act of Titurgy was 1tself the actual con-
tinuation of that sacrifice." (NCE, p. 1062) '
During the 12th centﬁry, however, the custom of chanting a long,
lyrical planctus, or lament, of the Blessed Virgin become attached to
the Good Friday veneration of the cross. The latter ceremony already

included the choral singing of the Improperia, or Reproaches of Jesus,

(to which references 1n terms of attitudes toward Jews, Judaism, and
the Synagogue w111 be made later 1n this paper) and the uncovering of
a ve1fed crucifix W;th the words "Ecce lignum crucis.” In addition to
impersonations by clerics of the voices of the Sorrowful Mother, of
Christ, or of John, chanting and rubrics of stylized gestures eventually
appeared, and such activity was regarded by Karl Young as "genuine
Passion drama."

The only extant texts of Passion plays in Latin are the two n the
Benﬁd1ktbeuern MS from the 13th century, and their form suggests a devel-
opment rather by elaboration of the already existing liturgical plays

than by accretion to dramatic lyric, sermon, or narrative poem. The
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early vernacular Passion plays belong to the turn of the 14th century in
both Germany and France. The typical plan of the vernacular Passion drama
1s a threefold design:

The Fall (of the Angels and of Man), the suffering of Christ, and
finally the Resurrection.

This plan omits virtually all of the 01d Testament history except
the original sin of Adam and Eve and ordinarily does not include the
nativity of Jesus. The life of Christ 1s taken up at the beginning of
his public ministry or at his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

The earliest surviving German Passion play 1s found 1n a St. Gall
MS., undated but probably of the early 14th century. Its span of sacred
history extends from the marriage feast of Cana to the Resurrection. Of
comparable date 1s the Vienna play, which adds to the St. Gall pattern
the narrative of Adam's Fall, thus presenting for the first time the
triptych effect of the usual Passion play. Perhaps the most notable
feature of the St. Gall text 1s the presence of a prologue in the voice
of St. Augustine, a trace thus appearing of the famous Prophet plays, 1n
which the Church Fathér summoned a procession of witnesses to the Messiah.
Augustine also serves as a commentator i1n the play, at times interrupting
to give a brief outline of coming action and at other times to give a
11ttle homily based on a scene just concluded, such as an exhortation to
hhm111ty after Jesus washed the feet of the Disciples.

The flowering of German Passion plays occurred i1n the 15th and 16th
centuries, which witnessed the expansion of the texts to many thousands
of lines and thus to an action requiring 3 days for performance. Among
the group of plays that survived this period are the Frankfurt and the
Tyrol texts.
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The nucleus of the Frankfurt group of plays is the Dirigierrolle,

which reveals in skeletal form a very extensive undertaking, from a
Prophet play to an Ascension scene, climaxed by an epilogue debate

between the allegorical figures Ecclesia and Synagoga. The Frankfurt

Passion Play 1n 1ts turn has served as a point of departure for other
Passion plays performed in the same general area, of which the best
known are the Alsfeld and the Heidelberg texts. These texts exist 1n
MSS. written shortly after 1500, and the great length of the scenes is
attributed to "the loquacity of the characters, which has grown i1mmea-
surahbly from the cryptic speeches in the early plays, and also to-the
lavish use of comc motifs." (NCE, p. 1063.)

The presence of -buffoonery 1s quite marked in these southwestern
German plays, notably in the scenes of merry devils, of Mary Magdalene's
worldly 11fe, and even of -the counting out and quarreling over Judas'

30 silver coins. Allegory also is used, sparingly but effectively, e.qg.,
1n the Heidelberg personification of Death as summoner of Lazarus; Death
boasts 1ronically of his unlimited power and then suffers humiliation in
his defeat by Christ's miracle at -Lazarus' tomb (John 11-1-46). Also
noteworthy 1in this text 1s the juxtaposition of prefigurative scenes from
the 01d Testament 1mmediately before the corresponding events of the New
Testament related typologically to them (Thus the acquittal of Susanna
by Daniel (Daniel ch. 13) 1s staged as a prelude to Christ's encounter
with the woman taken 1n adultery (John 8:1-11 ) This method of struc-
turing TYPE and ANTITYPE 1in sacred history is not widespread in drama.
The much later Oberammergau play has something akin thi1s arrangement 1n

a series of tableaux vivants from prefigurative 0ld Testament events

preceding each New Testament scene.
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The Tyrol Passion plays from the Eastern Alpine region are distin-
guished from other German texts by a greater selectivity of incident and
by a uniformly elevated tone. Omitting 01d Testament material, they begin
late i1n the 11fe of Jesus, with the council of "the Jews" plotting his
death.

(The most characteristic plays of the German stage were the Shrove-

tide plays, Fastnachtspiel, which centered in Nuremberg, the center of

learning and industry throughout the medieval period as well as during the
Renaissance. The subject matter was similar to the French farces except
for the representation of the peasants in a coarse and ugly Tight, their
virtue and bravery always being subject to crude gquestioning. The fact
that these plays were alyays written by townsfolk may explain the dislike,
distrust, and ridicule heaped upon the country people.)

Passion plays on French so1l reveal much the same history as do those
in Germany. The early vernacular texts are of Burgundian provenance and
are all related ultimately to the nondramatic narrative poem, Passion des
Jongleurs, written ¢ 1200.

The really great French Passion plays are those of Eustache Mercadé,
and Arnoul Greban, both 15th century dramatists, whose gigantic plays were
subject to revision and adaptation by later writers, most ski111fully by
Jean Michel. These French mysteres show divergence from the standard German
desi1gn, although they omit most of the 0l1d Testament narrative, they do
incTude the Nativity and the early 11fe of Jesus. Moreover, they envelop
the titanic serial narrative 1n a unifying framework known as the Proces
de Paradis, quite different from the German forms of pF;phetic prologue

and Augustinian commentary.
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\
THE PROCES DE PARADIS IS A DRAMATIZATION OF THE DEBATE AMONG RIGH-

TEOUSNESS, MERCY, TRUTH, AND PEACE AT THE THRONE OF GOD, ALLEGORIZING

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN HIS JUSTICE AND HIS MERCY. The allegorized virtues,
known 1n homiletic 1i1terature as the Four Daughters of God, are reconciled
only when the Second Person of the Trinity undertakes to expiate man's sin;
they reappear at intervals in the long cycle, most notably at the return
of Christ to heaven, when Justice (Righteousness) at first sulks in a cor-
ner but then i1n a dramatic capitulation accepts the satisfaction made by
Jesus.

Performances of Passion plays continued long into modern times. The
Catholic Encylcopedia describes the Oberammergau Passion Play as "one of
the German dramas sti1ll flourishing in a regular presentation every 10th
year." The origin of this custom 1s a well-known series of events related
to the Thirty Years' War of the early 17th century. During the devastation
of the Bavarian countryside by Swedish troops 1n 1632, a severe outbreak'
of the plague occurred, first in the lowlands, spreading gradually to the
upland villages, including Oberammergau. After months of such disaster,
the town counc1l of this devout Catholic village decided upon a vow; they
would sacrifice a year 1n every decade to the presentation of a Passion
play. This promise was made by all the villagers for themselves and their
descendants, as an act of penance and petition for deliverance; 1t 1s the
Oberammergau tradition that no one died of the plague after this solemn
rel1gious act.

SOME_OBSERVATIONS ON THE HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

A1l surveys of the historic evolution of Passion Plays that we have
consulted suggest a number of conclusions that affect our approach to the

1980 version of the Oberammergau Passion Play-



PASSION PLAY -8-

of 1nc1dentland...a uniformly elevated tone."

4) The New Catholic Encylclopedia's scholars describe the French mxst;}es
as "the really great French Passion plays...which show divergence from the

standard German design" in that the Proces de Paradis dramatizes the Passion

of Jesus 1n the form of a debate among the allegorized virtues, Righteous-
ness, Mercy, Truth, and Peace at the Throne of God, allegorizing the spir-
1tual message of the Passion as the conflict between His Justice and His
Mercy Is the Daisenberger text or the Rosner text of the Oberammergau
Passion closer to this expression of authentic spirituality which precludes
the singling out of "the Jews" as the enemies of God and the murderers of
Christ collectively guilty as deicides, and therefore subject to eternal
punishment?
IT - THE ROLE OF THE PASSION PLAY IN FOSTERING_ANTI-SEHIT{SH THROUGHOUT
HISTORY

The Dark Ages of Jewish history in Western Europe date from the First
Crusade (1096), which began and ended with a massacre. "The men who took
the cross," wrote Lord Acton, "after receiving communion, heartily devoted
the day to the extermination of the Jews." They killed about ten thousand
Jewish people.

When Godfrey of Bouillon, 1n the summer of 1099, succeeded after a
heroic assault 1n capturing Jerusalem, he spent the first week slaughtering
the inhabitants. The Jews were shut up i1n their Synagogue, which was then

set on fire According to the Roman Catholic historian, Malcolm Hay, 1n

his book, Europe and the Jews, (Beacon Press, Boston, 1960, pp. 37 ff.,),
Godfrey wrote to the Pope, "Learn that in the Porch and in the Temple of
Solomon, our people had the vile blood of the Saracens up to the knees of
their horses " And then, said Michelet, sweeping aside the glamor and

piety, "and then, when they thought the Savior had been sufficiently
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In the eyes of the crusading pauperes, Prof. Cohn writes, the smiting
of Moslems and "the Jews was to be the first act in-that final battle which
was to culminate in the smiting of the Prince of Evil himself. Above these
desperate hordes, as they moved about their work of massacre, there loomed
the figure of the Antichrist. As the i1nfidels were allotted their roles
n the eschatological drama, popular 1magination transformed them into
demons. But 1f the Saracen long retained 1n the popular imagination a
certain demonic quality,- the Jews was portrayed as an even more horrifying
figure Jews and Saracens were generally regarded as closely akin, 1f not
1dentical, but since Jews lived scattered through Christian Europe, they.
came to occupy by far the larger part in popular demonology. Moreover
they occupied 1t for much longer - with consequences, Dr. Cohn ‘states, which
have extended down the generétﬁons'and which include the massacre of millions
of European Jews 1n mid-twentieth century.

Based on his detailed historic and theological studies, Prof. Cohn
asserts that "official Catholic teaching had prepared the way" for estab-
11shing the demonic 1mage of the Jew which dominated the imagination of
large parts of the Christian masses 1 the Middle Ages and beyond. ‘Catholic
historian Malcolm Hay similarly declares, "The machinery of propaganda was
entirely 1n the hands of the Church officials - preaching, chronicles,
mystery plays, and even ecclesiastical ceremonies were the principal agencies
available for the dissemination of hate. Preachers dwelt with a morbid
and sometimes sadistic realism upon the physical sufferings of Christ, for
which they blamed all Jews of the time and all their descendants. For many
centuries the Bishops of Beziers preached a series of sermons during Holy
Week, urging their congregations to take véngeance on the Jews who 11ved
1n the district; stoning them became a regular part of the Holy Week cere-

-
"

monial."
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" revenged, that 1s to say, when there was hardly anyone left alive in the
town, they went with tears to worship at the Holy Sepulchre."”

The peculiarly intense and unremitting hatred which in Christendom -
and only 1n Christendom = has been directed against Jewry above all other
"outgroups" can be accounted for, according to both Christian and Jewish
scholars, "by the wholly phantastic i1mage of the Jews which suddenly gripped
the mmagination of the new masses at the time of the first crusades."

In his landmark study, The Pursuit of the Millenium- Revolutionary

Messianism 1n Medieval and Reformation Europe and its Bearing on Modern

Totalitarian Movements (Harper Torchbooks, New York, 1961), Prof. Norman

Cohn observes

"According to the Johannine and Sibylline traditions alike, before
the Millenium could dawn, misbel1ef had to be eliminated. In a sense the
1deal of a wholly Christian world 1s of course as old as Christianity
1tself. Nevertheless Christianity had usually remained, as 1t was at 1ts
origin, a mssionary religion which had insisted that the elimination of
misbelievers must be achieved through their conversion. The messianic
hordes which began to form in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, on the
other hand, saw no reason at all why that elimination could not equally
well be achieved by the physical annihilation of the unconverted. In the

Chanson de Roland, the famous epic which 1s the most 1mpressive 1iterary

embodiment of the spirit of the First Crusade, the new attitude 1s expressed
quite unambiguously

'The Emperor has taken Saragossa. A thousand Franks are sent to search
thoroughly the town, the mosques and synagogues...The King believes in God,
he desires to serve him. His bishops bless the water and the heathen are
brought to the baptistry. If any one of them resists Charlemagne, the King

has him hanged or burnt to death or slain with the sword.'"
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The Church, Prof. Cohn observes, had always tended to regard the
Synagogue as a dangerous influence and even as a potential rival and had
never ceased to carry on a vigorous polemic agaipst Judaism. For genera-
tions the laity had been accustomed to hear the Jews bitterly condemned
from the pulpit - as perverse, stubborn and ungrateful because they refused
to admit the divinity of Christ, as bearers also of a monstrous heredit&ry
guilt for the murder of Christ Moreover the eschatological tradition had
Tong associated the Jews with Aqtichrist himself.

Already 1n the second and third c;ntur1es thedlogians were foretelling
. that Antichrist would be a Jew of the tribe of Dan. Born at Babylon, he
would grown up 1n Palestine and would love the Jews above all peoples, he
would rebu1ld the Temple for them and gather them together from their
dispersion. The Jews for their part would be the most faithful followers
of Antichrist, accepting him as the Messiah who was to restore the nation.
And 1f some theologians looked forward to a general conversion of the Jews,
others maintained that their blindness would endure to the end and that
at the Last Judgment they would be sent, along with Antichrist himself,
to suffer the torments of Hell for all eternity. In the compendium of
Antichrist-Tore wh;ch‘Adso of Montier-en-Der produced in the tenth century
and which rema{ned the stock authority throughout the Middle Ages, Anti-
christ, while remaining a Jew of the tribe of Dan, hg; become still more
uncanny and sinister. Now he 1s to be the offspring of a harlot and a
worthless wretch and moreover at the moment of his conception the Devil
1s to enter the harlot's womb as a spirit, thereby ensuring that the chi]d
shall be the very incarnation of Evil. Later, h1§ education in Paelstine

1s to be carried out by sorcerers and magicians, who will imitiate him

into tpe black art and 1n1quity.
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Significantly, when the old eschatological prophecies were taken up
by the masses of the later Middle Ages, all these phantasies were treated
with deadly seriousness and e1aborﬁted into a weird mythology. - For just
as the human ?1gure of Antichrist tended to mergé into the wholly demonic
figure of Satan, so the Jews tended to be seen as demons attendant on
Satan. In medieval drama, somé passion plays, and picture, they were
often shown as devils with the beard and horns of a goat, while in real
11fe ecclesiatical and secular authorities alike tried to make them wear
horns on their hats. Like other demons, they were 1magined and portrayed
1n close association cre&tﬁ}es which symbolize lust and dirt - horned beasts,
p1gs, ffdbs, ﬁﬁrms, snakes and scorpions. Conversely Satan himself was
commonly given Jewish features' and was referred to as "the father of the
Jews." The populace was convinced that 1n the synagogue Jews worshipped
Satan 1n the form of a cat or a toad, 1nvoking his aid in making blacé
magic. "Like their supposed master, Jews were thought of as demons of
dest’ruct‘:ion whOseJ one object was the ruin of Ch'm‘stmns and Christendom -
“"dyables d'enfer, enémys du geh%é humain," as they were called 1n French
miracle plays.

And 1f thé power of the Jews seemed greater than ever, their evil-
doing more outrageous, their sorceries more baleful, that was but one more
sign that the End was 1ndeed at hand. Even the ten lost tribes of Israel,
whom CGMmoﬁianus had‘seen as the future army of dhrist, became identified
with those hosts of Antichrist, the peoples of Gog and Magog - peoples whom

the Pseudo-Methodius described as 11ving off human flesh, corpses, babes

ripped from their mothers' womb%, and also off scorpions, serpenfs and all
the most disgusting reptiles. Medieval dramas were written showing how the

Jewish demons would help Antichrist to conquer the world untii,’on-the eve
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of the Second Coming and the beginning of the Millenium, Antichrist and
Jews would be annihilated together amidst the rejoicings of the Christians.
During the performance of such works armed force was needed to protect the
Jewish quarter from the fury of thé mob. Popes and Councils might insist
that, although the Jews ought to be 1solated and degraded until the day of
their conversion, they must certainly not be killed - subtleties such as
these made 11ttle wmpression on turbulent masses swept by eschatological
hopes and fears and already, as they thought, embarked on the prodigious
struggles of the Last Days.

Hatred of the Jews has so often been attributed to their role as
money-lenders that 1t 1s worth emphasizing how slight the connection really
was. The phantasy of the demonic Jews existed before the reality of the
Jewish money-Tlender, whom 1ndeed it helped to produce by debarring Jews
from any gainful economic, civil, or military functions through exclusionary
civic and ecclesiastical laws. 5

When Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, was commissioned by Pope Eugenius
ITI in 1145 to preach the Second Crusade, he gained many recruits by
announcing that the k111ing of an i1nfidel would merit a place in heaven.
Rudolph, or Ralph, a Cistercian monk who left his monastery at Clairvaux
in order to enlist recruits in Germany for the rescue of the Holy Land,
told the German masses 1t was their duty first to k111 the enemes of
Christ in their own country. Ralph told hi1s congregations that these
infidels, violent men, and well armed, were a Tong way off, and that 1t
was much safer, and equallymeritorious to kill unarmed Jews at home. The
doctrine was readily accepted by the populace, whose minds for generations,
says Malcolm Hay, had been prepared for such ideas by ecclesiastical propa-
ganda. The massacre began, without regard to age or sex, at Spires,

Cologne, Mainz, and many other cities in Gérmany. "Many ecclesiastical
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historians," writes Malcolm Hay, "have treated the whole affair (of the
massacre of the Jews 1n Germany) as 1f it had been merely an unfortunate
1ncident, due to the 1gnorant fanaticism of single individuals and not as
n fact 1t was characteristic and inevitable in the world of the twelfth
century," and subsequent centuries.

That demonology which has fixed the i1mage of the Jews as Antichrist

1n popular Christian eschatology has persisted to modern times i1n Germany

and élsewhere. In her classic study, The War Against the Jews, 1939-1945, Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, New. York, 1975), Dr. Lucy Dawidowicz observes:
(p. 9)

"Between 1907 and 1910 Lanz von Liebenfels, an eccentric occultist-

racist, published a series of pamphlets - which Adol1f Hitler bought and

read - called Ostara* Br1efﬁﬁchere1 der blonden Mannesrechtler (News-

letter of the Blond Champions of Man's Rights,) 1n which he depicted the

struggle between blond Aryan heroes and the dark, hairy ape-men who
represent the lower races. All human existence revolved around this
struggle, whose central burden was to preserve the purity of Aryan women
from the demonic sexuality of the ape-man"

Dr. Dawidowicz continues: (p. 10):

"People 11ving 1n an anti-Semitic milieu - as Hitler did - already
viewed Jews as diseased and filthy creatures, degenerate and corrupting,
outsiders beyond fraternity and compassion. Since the society had already
branded the Jews as loathsome pariahs, the Jews could then serve the sym-
bolic and pathological needs of the obsessed and guilt-ridden."

In a summary evaluation of the relationship of this theological tra-
dition of anti1-Semitism and its critical formative influence on modern .

German anti-Semitism, Dr. Dawidowicz makes this compelling statement:
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“A Tine of anti-Semitic descent from Martin Luther to Adolf Hitler
1s easy to draw. Both Luther and Hitler were obsessed by a demonologized
universe i1nhabited by Jews. 'Know, Christian,' wrote Luther, 'that next
to the devil thou hast no enemy more cruel, more venomous and violent than
a true Jew ' Hitler himself, in that early dialogue with Dietrich Eckhart,
asserted that the later Luther - that 1s, the violently anti-Semitic Luther -
was the genuine Luther Luther's protective authority was invoked by the
Naz1s when they came to power, and his anti1-Semitic writings enjoyed a
revival of popularity. To be sure, the symlarities of Luther's anti-
Jewish exhortations with moderh racial anti-Semitism and even with Hitler's
racial policies are not merely coincidental. They all derive from a
common historic tradition of Jew-hatred, whose provenance can be traced
back to Haman's advice to Ahasuerus But modern German anti-Semitism had
more recent roots than Luther and grew out of a different soil - not that
German anti-Semitism was newj 1t drew part of 1ts sustenance from Chris-
tian ant]-Sem1tism, whose foundation had been l1aid by the Catholic Church
and upon which Luther built. It was equally a product of German national-
1sm. Modern German anti-Semitism was the bastard child of the union of

Christian ant1-Semitism with German nationalism.” (The War Against the

Jews, p. 23.)

The Daisenberger text of thehoberammergau Passion Play must be viewed
against that background.
ITT - THE _RELATIONSHIP OF THE PASSION PLAY TO THE CURRENT RELIGIOUS CLIMATE

0f all the pageants that dramatize the Crucifixion narrative, the most
famous undoubtedly 1s the Passion Play performed every ten years at Ober=
ammergau, in the solidly Roman Catholic region of Upper Bavaria, in West
Germany. Over the centuries, 1t has been perfdrmedr1n at least five differ-

ent versions. In modern times, the play and the picturesquée mountain
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village 1n which 1t 1s performed have become a major international tourist
attraction and since the end of World War II, some 1,500,000 people have
come to Oberammergau performances In 1970, according to v111age officials,
some 530,000 people from 113 countries came to Obermammergau to view 102
performances. This indicates that despite its origins as a local village
production, Oberammergau's Passion Play now has assumed an unprece&ented
international importance influencing the image of German Catholicism, of
Western Christianity, and of Germany itself in many parts of the world.

A prominent feature of most Passion plays, past and present, has
been a strong anti-Jewish component, focused not only on Jesus' individual
Jewish antagonists, but - by implication or explicit statement - on the
Jewish people as a whole A prominent Protestant scholar, Dr. Bernhard

E. Olson, author of the landmark study, Faith and Prejudice (New Haven:

Yale University Press, 1963, p 195) commented on thi1s genre of pageants.
The crucifixion drama is ..regarded, not without reason
as having playeda prominent part in Jewish disabilities
through the centuries as well as providing a major cause
of negative attitudes toward Jews today.
Similarly, a respected Catholic, Father John T. Pawlikowski, 0.S.M.,
writes 1n his study, Catechetics and Prejudice, (Paulist Press, New York,

1973, p. 100):

A major problem in Christian-Jdewish relations...was the
blame frequently placed upon the Jewish people as a whole

for the death of Jesus. Historians have found that the
doctrine of deicide was never officially proclaimed by a
church counc1l or by a papal decree. Yet it was widespread
among the Christian masses since the time of the early Church
and Church authorities rarely took any steps to curb its
influence. This charge has led to a history of bitter per-
secution of Jews by Christians Most of this terrible history
does not appear 1n textbooks dealing with the history of the
Church. Thus, most Catholics are simply uninformed about

the long tradition of Christian anti-Semitism, while most
Jews are well aware of 1t.
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The Oberammergau Passion Play is no exception to this rule of "pro-
viding a major cause of negative attitudes towards Jews today" - a fact
fully recognized by the enemies of the Jews. One of Oberammergau's strong-
est admirers 1n modern times was Adolf Hitler, who stated at the height

of the Second World War (Adolf Hitler, Secret Conversations, 1941-1944,

New York, Farrar, Straus, and Young, 1953, p. 457).
It 1s vital that the Passion Play be continued at Oberammergau;
for never has the menacé of Jewry been so convincingly por-
trayed.

Under the Naz1 government, the Oberammergau Passion Play was classi-
fied as "a racially important cultural document," and on the occasion of
the pageant's tercentennial, 1n 1934, a Nazified special performance
represented Jesus and his disciples as Aryan heroes.

The performance in 1950 and 1960 went back to the version used before
the Naz1 era = a text originally written by a priest named Joseph Alois
Daisenberger for the 1860 season. Daisenberger's téxt is free from the
19th and 20th century-style racism, but 1t abounds with anti-Jewish re-
11g10us prejudices and misstatements - as wellas demondlogical and satanig
mmages of Jews as being 1n league with the Antichrist - long established
1n the popular tradition described earliér 1n this paper.

Until recent decades, the anti-Jewish tenor of the Daisenberger text
does not appear to have troubled many Christian consciences. Attention
was focused on thi1s critical concern only after-the Second World War, whén
1n the wake of the Nazi horror the Christian world began to reappraisée

1ts attitudes toward Jews and Judaism. That spirit 1s well reflected in

the recently published book, Qhr1stpjogy_nfter Auschwitz, by Father

Michael B. McGarry, C S.P., (Paulist Press, New York, 1977, p. 1):

On the Christian side, theolograns and Church leaders, 1n
moments of contrition and bewilderiient, wondér how such a
catastrophe as the holocaust could have happened in a



PASSION PLAY 18-

Christian country, in a nation nurtured and steeped in the
Christian tradition. Antisemitism, to be sure, predates
Christianity, but never before have men focused such a geno-
cidal fury on the Jews with such an unambiguous goal - the
annihilation of the Jewish people.

In an effort to eradicate every form of, and justification
for, antisemitism from Christianity, Church theologians and
leaders have tried to investigate what could have laid the
groundwork for such an expression of hate and utter disregard
for human dignity. Some, ashamed at their own Church's s1-
lence during the attempt at the "final solution" have pointed
to the "unChristian behavior" of the Christian Church. That
is, 1f Christians had been more truly faithful to the teach-
1ngs of Christ, they never could have given in ta the evils
of antisemitasm.

Others have suggested that the answer 1s deeper and more radi-
cal than a matter of moral behavior. the basis for antisemitism
is to be found in the Scriptures themselves, or, 1f not 1in the
New Testament, 1n the content of Church teaching and doctrine.
Jesus' dispute with Jewish leaders, the caricature of Jewish
ritual and synagogue, the "infidelity" of the formerly chosen -
these and other anti-Judaistic themes run through the Holy Book
of Christians In recent years, numerous studies have looked
carefully at the New Testament to glean from 1t whether, in
fact, the very Scriptures are antisemitic. These investiga-
tions come to different conclusions, but at least 1t can be
said, "Christianity (especially the New Testament) wrongly
understood offers a constant temptation for hostility against
the Jews and the Synagogue."

In this reappraisal, the decisive influence has been Vatican Council

II's Declaration on Non-Christian Religions, Nostra Aetate, adopted nearly

unanimously in 1965 by 2,500 Council Fathers from throughout the world,
with which the Roman Catholic Church embarked on a new policy of promoting
"mutual respect and fraternal dialogue" between Catholics and Jews.

The Vatican Declaration acknowledges the Jewish roots of Christianity,
and emphasizes that the Virgin Mary, Jesus himself and his early disciples
sprang from the Jewish people. It states that, even though "Jerusalem did
not recognize the time of her visitation” and most Jews did not accept the
Gospel,"

God holds the Jews most dear for the sake of the Fathers
(the Jewish Patriarchs), His gi1ft and call are irrevocable.
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Most important, the Vatican Declaration asserts:

Although the Jewish authorities and those who followed their lead
pressed for the death of Christ, nevertheless what happened to
Christ 1n His Passion cannot be attributed to all Jews without
distinction, then alive, nor to the Jews of today...Besides, as
the Church has always held and holds now, Christ underwent His
Passion and death freely, because of the sins of men and out of
infinite love, in order that all may reach salvation.

For these reasons, the Vatican Declaration calls on those who teach and
preach not to utter "anything that is inconsistent with the truth of the Gos-
pel and with the spirit of Christ," and states that the Catholic Church "de-
plores hatred, persecutions, displays of anti-Semitism directed against Jews
at any time and by any one."

In 1968, Pope Paul VI personally appointed a Vatican Secretariat on
Religious Relations with Judaism, which, 1n elaboration of Nostra Aetate,

promulgated in 1975 a document called Vatican Guidelines on Catholic-Jewish

Relations. These Guidelines declared that "the spiritual bonds and historical

links binding the Church to Judaism eondemn (as opposed to the very spirit of

Christianity) all forms of anti-Semitism and discrimination, which in any case
the dignity of the human person alone would suffice to condemn.”

The Vatican Guidelines specify that "these 1inks and relationships render

obligatory a better mutual understanding and renewed mutual esteem" 1n the areas
of Dialogue, Liturgy, Teaching and Education, "at all levels of Christian
instruction and education,” including Catechisms and religious textbooks, the
mass media (preéss, radio, cinema, television), and joint social action. "With
respect to 11turgical readings," the Guidelines declare, “"care will be taken

to see that homilies based on them will not distort their meaning, especially
when 1t 1s a question of passages which seem to show the Jewish people as such
1n an unfavorable 11ght Efforts will be made so to instruct the Christian
people that they will understand.the true interpretations of all the texts

and their meaning for the contemporary believer."
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The Guidelines add:

Commissions entrusted with the task of Titurgical transiation

will pay particular attention to the way in which they express
those phrases and passages which Christians, if not well informed,
might misunderstand because of prejudice. Obviously, one
cannot alter the text of the Bible. The point is that, with a
version destined for liturgical use, there should be an over-
riding preoccupation to bring out explicitly the meaning of a
text while taking scriptural studies into account. (Thus the
formula "the Jews" 1n St. John sometimes, according to the con-
text, means "the 1leaders of the Jews" or "the adversaries of
Jesus," terms which express better the thought of the Evangelist
and avoid appearing to arraign the Jewish people as such. Another
example 1s the use of the words "Pharisee" and "Pharisaism"

which have taken on a largely pejorative meaning.) The preceding
remarks apply to introductions to Biblical readings, to the Prayer
of t?e Faithful and to commentaries printed in missals used by

the laity

The new i1nterest 1n the Oberammergau Passion Play created by the

Vatican Declaration (and the Vatican Guidelines) have led to demands for

revision by Christians and Jews. The municipal authorities of Oberammergau,
who exercise sole control over the production, have announced that a revision
of the Daisenberger text was undertaken for use 1n the 1970 performance.
(The authors of this revision have not been publicly identified.)
According to statements by Oberammergau spokesmen,the latest text

of the Passion Play no longer contains anti-Jewish elements, except where
dictated by the need to follow the Biblical accounts faithfully. Thus,
the director of the 1970 production, Anton Preisinger, has stated,

The text has been thoroughly overhauled, but we cannot change

what the Bible says, at times the Bible does use hard words

;ggut)the Jews. (Reported in London Daily Telegraph, Nov. 17,
9. i

Symlarly, Erast Zwink, Presiding Mayor of Oberammergau and Chairman
of the Passion Play Committee, wrote on February 26, 1970, to the Upper
Bavarian Government that the Committee had seriously and honestly striven
to "attempt changes and to purge the text of all passages which can be

misunderstood, 1n order to take into account the spirit of the times."
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In his letter, the Mayor rejected the imputation that the revised
text might st111 be anti-Jewish 1n some degree: "The question whether the
text 1s in harmony with the thoughfs and wishes of the Vatican Council II,
and whether 1t has anti1-Semitic dispositions must be considered as a ten-
dentious distortion." Indeed, he suggested that there was not much that
could have been revised: "The Daisenberger text (1860) is close to the
obligatory basis of the Passion reports in the New Testament and to the
views expressed by responsible experts in the field." These experts were
not named.

To assess the validity of the claim that the current version of the
Oberammergau Passion Play no longer contains anti-Jewish elements, the
American Jewish Committee, long concerned with the efféctrof Passion Plays
on Christians' attitudes toward Jews and Judaism, undertook a comparative
content analysis of the 1960 and 1970 scripts. Published in German and
English under the title, Oberammergau 1960 and 1970: A Study in Religious

Anti-Semitism, the analysis compared 11ine-by-11ine the Daisenberger text

in the original German, as performed 1n 1960 with the official German script
prepared for 1970. To our knowledge, 1t is the first line-by-line analysis
of the 1960 and 1970 scripts.

The analysis deals solely with text passages, deletions and modifica-
tions that bear on the representation of Jews and Judaism. Changes that
were clearly made for dramatic or stylistic reasons only - such as the
removal of repetitions, or modernization of out-of-date expressions - have
been disregarded

A copy of this analysis i1n German 1s being made available to each of
the members of this Symposium for detailed study.

2

The American Jewish Committee analysis came to these conclusions:
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Taken all in_al], the 1970 revision of the Passion Play text falls

far short of removing all gratuitous anti-Jewish elements. However well-

intentioned those responsible for the updating may have been in their desire

to  "purge the text of all _passages which can be misunderstood," the attempt

has not succeeded.

Except for one excision of some length (the prologue and the tableau
opening Act II which, revealingly, associated Jesus' antagonists with "all
the spirits...up from nethermost Hell/Which from Creation's dawn stubbornly
have rebelled/And forever have discord/Sowed against the Divine" - 1mages
of the Antichrist), the revisions are 1imited to deletions and modifications
of emotionally charged individual words or brief phrases. Even this edit-
1ng has been so inconsistently carried out that not one of the objectionable
themes or 1deas 1n the earlier version has wholly disappeared. Indeed,
the characters as well as the story line and its implications are quite
unchanged:

1) The 1970 "revised" text, T1ke 1ts predecessor, still draws Jesus'
antagonists as fiendish, almost subhuman creatures, thus perpetuating the
medieval images of the Jews as "demons of destruction," "dyables d'enfer,
enemys du genre humain."

2) It misrepresents Jewish religion 1n Jesus' time as harsh, corrupt

and worthless, thereby violating the Vatican Guidelines' instruction that

“The 01d Testament and the Jewish tradition founded upon 1t must not be

set against the New Testament 1n such a way that the former seems to con-

stitutea religion of only justice, fear, and legalism, with no appeal to

the Tove of God and neighbor (cf. Deut. 6.15; Lev. 19 18; Matt. 22:34-40.)"
3) It falsely turns Jesus and his disciples into renegades from Juda-

1sm, concealing their roots in the Jewish past and their commitment to
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Jewish religion and ethics. That historical caricature is in opposition

to the statement of the Vatican Guidelines-*

Jesus was born of the Jewish people, as were the Apostles

and a large number of His first Disciples...And although

Hi1s teaching had a profoundly new character, Christ, never-
theless, 1n many 1nstances took His stand on the teaching of
the 01d Testament. The New Testament 1s profoundly marked by
1ts relation to the 01d...Jesus also used teaching methods
simlar to those employed by the rabbis of His time.

4) 1t presents all Jews as enemies of Jesus, asserts they knowingly
accepted the gui1lt n his death for themselves and their descendants, and
maintains that they have been permanently rejected by God for this reason,

contradicting the explicit teaching of Vatican Cpunc11 II and the Vatican

Guidelnes.

Reflecting major trends in contemporary Christian scholarship which
unambiguously rejects the “deicide" canard against the Jewish people, Dr.
Eugene Fisher, a noted Catholic educator who 1s the executive secretary
of the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the U. S. National

Conference of Catholic Bishops, writes in his book, Faith Without Prejudice

(Paulist Press, New York, 1977) under the chapter heading, "Who Killed

Jesus?" the following

The Catechism of the Council of Trent, Article IV, as
promulgated 1n the sixteenth century.. shows clearly what

has always been essential Christian teaching on responsi-

bil1ty for the death of Christ. Theologically, all humanity
bears the blame. It 1s not one particular group, but the
sins of us all that are responsible for his death. The same
Counc1l of Trent also declared that the crucifixion was Christ's
free decision "It was the peculiar privilege of Christ the
Lord to have died when He Himself decreed to die, and to have
died not so much by external violence as by internal assent...”

The New Testament does not present history in our sense of the
term. It reveals the meaning of history. As revelation, it is
not intended to give us merely a Tisting of facts and events.
Rather 1t awms to teach us the salvific will of God that under-
Tines all human events. Only n this way 1s 1t “"relevant" to us:
that 1t reveals to us our own sins and our own salvation. To
the question "Who Killed Jesus?" the Christian replies: "I
did "
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“He (Jesus) himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,
that we might die to sin and 11ve to righteousness (I Peter
2-24).

As Christians, we are saved only to the extent that we identify
ourselves as the crucifiers of Jesus.

5) It falsifies the character and historic role of Pilate, and shifts
the role of the crucifier from the Romans to the Jews.

This sympathetic portrayal of Pilate contradicts the findings of
modern Biblical scholarship which, as Father Pawlikowski has written, “has
shown quite convincingly that the death of Jesus was not a plot engineered
by the general Jewish populace As Father Bruce Vawter has insisted,
‘there seems to be no doubt that Jewish responsibility has been heightened
at the expense of the Roman . In particular, the governor Pontius Pilate
as portrayed 1n the Gospels appears to be credited with a greater degree
of disinterested justice in his makeup than other historical sources con-
cerning him would cause us to suspect.'" ‘

Father Vawter also goes on to say that "a factual history of the trial
and death of Jesus has to be reconstructed rather than read from the Gospels

..A great deal of vital background material is missing from the Gospel
narratives as they now stand. It must be supplied through auxiliary read-

1ngs and commentaries." (p. 107, Catechetics and Prejudice.)

Dr. Eugene Fisher, 1n his book, Faith Without Prejudice, states

Contemporary accounts of Pilate show another picture of him.
‘Pilate was so brutal that even Rome could not take him for

Tona, and he was eventually called back by Rome because of
excessive cruelty .A letter of the period reveals Pilate's
true character- It charges him with "corruptibility, violence,
robberies, ill-treatment of the people, grievances, continuous
executions without trial, endless and i1ntolerable cruelties.”

And Father Pawlikowski concludes,
Th1s situation makes 1t almost 1mpossible for even the very best

of passion plays to entirely avoid a travesty of the Gospel story.
We cannot obtain a fully accurate picture of the trial and death
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of Jesus from reading the Gospels alone. This is the clear
conclusion of the vast majority of modern Biblical scholars.

6) It fails to make clear the background of oppressive Roman
rule against which the drama of Jesus' ministry was enacted, and without
which the actions of Jesus' antagonists cannot be understood.

The United States Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations has
1ssued a statement on Passion Plays, with guidelines for improvement
(February 28, 1968.)

The statement points out that in trying to heighten religious fervor,
carelessly written or produced Passion plays can become a source of anti-
Semitic reactions, contrary to the spirit of the Vatican Declaration on
Non-Christian Religions. Writers and producers of such pageants are speci-
fically warned to avoid the following exaggerations and misinterpretations:

1) "To conceal the fact that Jesus 1s a Jew and that His f}iends as
well as His enemies in the drama are Jews;"

2) "To create the impression that most Jews of Jesus' day willed his
death, failing to show that the secrecy surrounding much of Jesus'
trial was motivated by the large following He had in Jerusalem,"

3) "To change the 'crowd' before the governor's palace into a scream-
ing 'mob,' as representing all Jerusalem, and indeed all Israel;"

4) "To depict Pilate, whom historiography has shown to have been a
ruthless tyrant, as an innocent and kindly bystander;"

5) "To highlight those texts of the gospel narrative that are amenable
to misinterpretation by uninformed audiences, such as, 'His blood
upon us and upon our children' (Matt. 27.25)." .

The Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations has defined the true
purpose of the Passion plays as follows* "To increase in the hearts of
their audiences a greater love of God and of men, reminding them that those

who played a part in the Passion drama were, 1n the Christian view,
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representatives of all of us."

One wishes the 1970 and the proposed 1980 Oberammergau pageants had
adhered to this definition instead of falling, as they do, into every one
of the pitfalls the Secretariat has cautioned against. As it is, the
summer of 1970 found half a mi111on people viewing a spectacle that differed
11ttle, not only from 1ts immediate predecessor, but also from what was
performed on the same stage in the time of Hitler, who so acutely recog-
niZed the harmony between the pageant's anti-Jewish elements and his own
anti-Semitic policies. Once more, the old lies, the medieval demonology
indicating the Jews as the enemes of God and of mankind, backed by the
prestige of the play and the fanfare attending 1ts production, are being
declaimed for the entire world to hear.

In sum, our study of the texts and those specific changes proposed
for the 1970 version, convinces us that the central theme of the Daisen-
berger text is the collective guilt of all Jews 1n the death of Jesus. We
wish 1t were possible to eliminate that hostile and defamatory theme from
that text. We, and the Christian authorities and scholars who have stud-
1ed the problem, believe that the removal of that and related themes from
the Daisenberger text would be 1mpossible without destroying the text
1tself.

We have seen the trial production of the Rosner text whichwe previewed
1n August 1977 as an honest effort to give artistic and emotional expression
to Christian views of human sin, the possibility of human redemption and
Jesus' teachings of love and faith. We and most Christians who have studied
the history of religious differences between Christianity and Judaism agree
that the central theme of the Daisenberger text contradicts all of these
teachings while the central theme of the Rosner text does not. It 1s the

right of the Oberammergau Town Council to nonetheless choose to perform
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Daisenberger. It would also be the right of both other Christians and
Jews to draw their own conclusions about such a decision.

On November 9, 1978, the date of the 40th anniversary of Kristall-
nacht, His Eminence Cardinal Hoeffner, president of the German Catholic
Bishops Conference, 1ssued a public statement in which he declared:

"Today, forty years after the horrible events, should be an occasion
for every individual who was alive at that time to examine his conscience
and ask himself. ‘'What have I done then, and what have I failed to do
then?'

“And this day 1s posing to all Christians the question what they
are doing today that these things should not happen again.

"In memory of all the victims among the Jewish people in the years
1933-45, I want to assure you that the Catholic Church in Germany,
faithful to the Guidelines of Vatican Council II, will counteract in 1ts
preachings, 1nstructions, and by all means, antisemitism and all racial
hatred, and work for good neighborliness and friendship among Jews and
Christians "

A11 over the world, people of good wi1ll awai1t the decision of Ober-
ammergau authorities to obey fully the mandate of their church, as
enunciated by Vatican Council II and the German Catholic Conference of

Bishops.

MHT: RPR
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Abraham Karlikow, European Director

February 6, 1978.

Marc” Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York - N.Y. 10022

Dear Marc:

As you probably know the residents of Oberamergau in a
recent peblicist have rejected the reformed version of
the passion play which we have witnessed. The peblicist
showed that 60% of the population favored staging the
play with the traditional text, which was objectionable
in so many ways.

I have been in contact with our sources in Germany and
among them with Dr. Hans Lamm, President of the Jewish
community of Munich. He already took action in contacting
Cardinal Dr. Joseph Ratzinger and Dr. Josef Strauss, who
is, as you know, one of the most important political leaders
in Germany and the head of the strongest party in Bavaria.
~ Steps are also being taken by the coordinating council of
- German Jewish societies.

I am expecting to hear from them as to the prospects of
success of the actions undertaken,

_ As you know the next IJCIC meeting with the Vatican repre-
\ sentatives is scheduled to take place on April 5th in Madrid.
T : I hope that you will be able to attend but I should like to
hear your assurance to this effect. In this conmnection I
also would like to know of our decision with regard to parti-
cipation in the Spanish-Israel seminar which is scheduled to
follow the meeting with the Vatican and whether you inténd
to stay over for the seminar.

With warmest regards.

| ' Sincerely yours,

g

. Zachariah Shuster
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TRANSLATION by George Salomon

Citizen's Initiative for the 1980 Passion Play Theaterstrasse 8
: 3 8103 Oberammergau
February 25, 1978’

OPEN LETTER

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee -
165 East: 56th Street

New York L2

New York 10022

-

Dear Mr. Tanenbaum -

We are glad that you desire friendly relations with our community. ‘During
the years of the Third Reich, this very community aided many Jews, so™ -~
friendly relations should be a2 matter of course. pe,

You will therefore surely understand that we must reject any meddling’ in
the internal affairs of the village. Of course we are willing to"listen °
to criticism; but it must be grounded in fact and must take realities into
account. We realize that you cannot judge correctly, since you have never
" viewed the Daisenberger=Dedler Passion. Over the last 128 years, millions
of people have departed from this spectacle with deep emotion:. We cannot
imagine that your impression would be different.

You believe the Daisenberger=Dedler Passion to be anti-Semitic. Unfortu- -
'Qgtely, just like Mr. Schwaighofer and Dr. Fischer here in town, you fail
to specify details and reasons; but criticism must be based on reasonms. .
As you know, the Daisenberger=Dedler version is being revised for 1980;
specifically, it is being shortened somewhat and examined for passages
that might convey an impression of anti-Semitism, although such is not
really the case. In this connection we do wish to hear Jewish arguments
and points of criticism. Since you have a copy of the Daisenberger text,
we would be grateful if you could let us have your points of ‘criticism

-~ regarding this text by the beginning of May. We can consider criticisms

that are submitted to us. It would be in our mutual interest if you were
to accept this offer of cooperation, because otherwise we would have to

- explain to the world press that Jewish quarters declined to help with

the version preferred by Oberammergau. You surely will not wish to have
it said that your organization is trying to dictate to Oberammergau-which. -
play is to be performed. We assume that you are no less democratic than
your American fellow-citizens.

Since you have never seen the Daisenberger play, you cannot have under-
stood it correctly. In our Daisenberger play, which is preferred by a
‘large majority of the population, the Jews opposed to Christ act out of
inner conviction, out of their faith. It is different in the Rosner
version; there they are represented as tools of evil.* You will permit

us to ask whether it is good for Jewry when only evil spirits can influence

*The original German is ambiguous here; the phrase can also mean "tools
of the Evil One." -- Translator's note. ~



the Jews, as in the Rosner play...

Like millions of believing Christians, we are of the opinion that the
collective guilt of the Jews 1is not, ‘indeed cannot be, the issue in
our Passion. It is, after all, the greatest distinction of the Jewish
people that Christ arose from:.it. Thus, we do not understand why Jewish
organizations oppose Passion plays, when their people gains distinction'.
from them. ¢

You will surely understand our indignation about your boycott threat in
the name of the American people and of "the world's citizens," and about
you questioning of the democratic character of our country. Hundreds of
thousands of your American fellow citizens have been deeply moved by '~
Oberammergau, whereas you represent only one American minority, albeit an
influential one, of whose opinions we take notice. But you do not repre=
sent America, let alone other cquntries. Nor can we acquiesce in your
doubting our country's democratic character. Our country is one of the
most democratic in the world -- though it is true that democracy is put
in doubt when a communal council acts contrary to the clear will of a
majority of the population, as happened in our village a few weeks before
the March 5 election. S 5

We find it interesting that you do not utter a single word to say that a
Rosner Passion, if any, would not bé boycotted by your organization.
According to various statements by some Jewish organizations, Passion
plays ought to be done away with as a matter of principle.

We will be glad to cooperate with you, but only on an appropriate basis.
~ The final and decisive word lies with Oberammergau and its.citizens.

Sincerely yours,

Citizen's Initiative for the 1980 Passion Play

Melchior Breitsamter, Seﬁ.

. Chairman
Anton Presinger, Sen. : - ‘-_". Wwilli Eich
Deputy Chairman Deputy Chairman
Werner Notz . TES L e Hans Mafer -
Press Spokesman : et Associate
Willi Stlckl. : | Alois Maderspacher

Treasurer G . - . Associate
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cc:BG,MY,SH,Btrosten,m jaffe, r weis,n flatow, fran rosenberg,m polner
\ On Memo Paper

Date: December 1, 1978 _

TO: AJC Areg Direc;ora, JCRCs, Federations, Natlonaldewlsh Organizations
FROM: Rabbi Mare H, Tanenbaum, National-lnterreligious Affairs Director
SUBJECT: REPORT ON BAVARIAN C ATHOLIC ACADEMY SYMPOSIUM ON PASSION PLAYS- -

SEMINAR
_AND HISTORIC KEEXXXKE IN OBERAMMERGAU ON ANTI-SEMITISM

Two siénificant developments.took place in Bavaria, West Germany,a
- last weéﬁ; While they centered on AJC's fontinued efforts since the
19505.fo bring about a fundamental removal of amtimfmmikimm anti-Semitic
references 1in the Oberammergau Paséion?lay, particularly 1its presené

Daisenberger text, these events initliated several == deveropmgnﬁs*’

that assumed a potential historic importance in GermanOJew

relationahips that far tranacended the Passion Play itself.-‘

On Sunday, November 19, the Bavarian Cathollc Acedemy in Munich,
"the Brookings Institute" think-thnk of the &zkkm Roman Cathiolic Church !
in Germany, co-sponsored with thé‘AJC's Interreiigioua Affalrs Department
a day=-long symposium on the subject, "The Passion of Jesus - Then ﬁnd
pw." In August 1978, an AJC delegation met with key Rermax officials
of the German Government, the CatholicIChurch, German academics, leading

editors and radlo and TV personalities, and a delegation from Oberammepgau.{

Meeting in Munich, we indicated that we were dissatisfired
with the present course of events which continuously seemed to pit
the Jewish community 1n a running polemic with ultra-conservative
factions iﬁ Oberammergqu.nhix The basic issued we were raising about
the need for honest amd accurate pdrtrayal of Jews and Judaisﬁ,«and
anti;Semitism, were being lost in a eontinyous pross-fira of préss i

releases and a barrage of charges and counter-charges. And behind
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the scéeen of the"propaganda warfare" the right-wing elements in
Oberammergau, bolstered by reactionary political, economic and religious
forces, continued to plod doggedly forward wibhk their plan to
produce the Daisenbarger.écript in 1980, masked by'cosmetic changes
and a planned new "prologue". (The "prologue" is to say that the Jews
are not collectively guilty for killing Christ, but the entire play
will then assert that indeed they arei))

We propeedd that the time is past due for a serious, systematic

- German
examination by/scholars and church leaders of the critical themes

" of the Catholic Church's present understanding of Jews and Judaism,

and the methods by which Passion Plays advance that modern mentalipg“
or contradict 1t. B

Prof. Franz Henrich, the brilliant director of the Bavariﬁﬁ%-*
Catholic Academy, responddd enthusiastically to our proposal. He
agreed to sponsor an official symﬁosium bn this toplec, and, as an
indication of his seriouanégs and commitment, he insisted that the
Academy provide the entire® budget for the conference and meke 1t one
of the major underbtkings of their aca@emic year,

Although held on a Sundaylfram 9:30 a.m, to 6 p.m.,‘tha
symposium was attended by an sudience of some [00 people, with dozens
of people turned away from the packed audltorium., The participants
came from throughout Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, with
particularly heavy representation from Oberammergsu and from Dachau,
They rgpr@éantad a high-level cross-sgsection of academic s cholars,

civic lesders,
theologians, Christian e ducators, Govermment officials,/and numerous

" representatives from major German print and radio and TV medis,

including Der Spiegel, Der Stern, Suddetsche Zeitung, and Bavarian

.Rundfunk radio, and German educational television,
—rT
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At the initiative of Prof. Henrich, each of the participants
was given at bhe registration desk a German language copy of the
AJC study prepared in 1969, entitled, “Obefammergau 1960 and 1970:
A Study in Religlous Anti-Semitism," the first line-by-line comparative
analysis of the Dalsenberger texts. They were also glven an exchange
of correspondence between "the Citigens' Initiative for the 1980
Passion Play" and myself which contaimdd a firm exchange of views
over why AJC felt that the Dalsenberger text was "structurally anti-
Semitie" and needed to be abandoned in favor of the far mgre avmpathetic
Rosner text or some other non-anti-Jewish seript. A basic document
on Judaism that was prepared by us for publication by the Vatican
in seven languages in 1975 was also kums given to e ach participant.
The entire day's proceedings was given impressively prominent
coverage in the major newspapers of Munioh, the daily press throughout
Gemmany, an well as in other parts.of Europe. (The attached eclipping

- from the Suddetsche Zeitung is an example of the press attention

oted to the symposium. This paper, the New York Times of Munich,

:;¢31 o..devoted a Sunday magazine feature to reporting on the conference.)

During that week, the educational TV station devoted a half-hour
discussion to the symposium, and Bavarian radio #tdxax carried an
hour-long documentary dn its proceedings. Through these media, the
message of the oonfebenca reached millions‘of Germans, including
the villége of Oberammergau.

In his opening remarks, Prof. Henrich declared forcefuliy

that "the Oberammergau Pagsion Play cannot be considered the affair

only of xkmxwik¥x a village,." He repobbdd that he had received a
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letter from Mayor Hrnst Zwink of Oberammetgau who charged that "this
aymposiﬁm was a ¢ ongpiracy on the part of the American Jewish Committee
and certain Oberammergau people" to undermine the Passion Play and he.
asked that the Symposium not be held, "That is unacceptable," Prof,
Heonrich told the audience, "and we reject it completely." He also
disclosed that Obargmmergau Town Council refused to send any official
repragsentation teo the Symposium,.

B "It 15 Christian duty,” Prof. Henrich added, "to constantly look
at the narratiVe of the Passion in light of today's knowledge both in
terms of of historical ressarch end biblical theology." Prof. Henrich

was loudly and warmly applauded,

Three gscholarly papers ttere then presented. Prof. Dr. Bo~»
Reicke, professor of Hew Testament at the University of Basel, Switzerland,
pexzantal delivered a lecture on "The Higtorical Baokgreund of the
Paszion of Jesus" in which he synthesized the findinga of contemporary
scholarship on the Roman occupation of fimat ecentury falawtine. the
actual role of Pontius Pilate as & ruthlesB-Procurator, the Roman
1nst1tution of cruoifinimion, the Roman domination of the Sanhedrin
and the Sadduoeea snd Pharisees, and the limited role of Jewish
loaders in the trial of Jesus.

Profe Dr. Franz Musasner, professor of Biblical Theology
at the University of Regensburg, preazented a paper on "Who Bears tﬁe
Guilt for the Death of Jesus? Theological Perspectives". He defiailed
the various and often contradlctory accounts of the trial and cbuoifixion
that are found in the New Testament, owing td the differing time periods
in the emergence of the Early Churbh during which the Gospels werec

composad,
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Prpf. Dr., Friederich Kiénecher, professor of New German Literary
History and Didactic Literature at the Univepsity of Paderborn, gave
. a lecture on "The Passion of Jesus: A Critical Literary Perspective"
~in which he detailled the folk character of pupular understanding of
the Passion as medieval morality play in contrast to modern literary |
treatments of the Pagsion by great creative artists,

Both Professors Rmimkm Reicke and Mussner stated that "SOntrary

to whet nalve people often suggest, the removal of anti-Jewish réfarendes-
or t endencles in Passion Plays s not the same as rewrit¥ng the Gospels.
In telling the story of fha crufifixion, the Gospels-held back a good

deal of the pdlitical, legal, and religious realities of the_day, such

Tra o

as &he actual rule of the Romans 1n Palestine, wnd who was responsible ;f
for what. These realities must be considered in-order™ to have a correct
portrayal."” j - _ | y

They added : "The Gospels themse¥ves afe-highlylconditioned
and apecialized interprefabions of the Passion. One must always consider
that the_Gospels were written decades after the death of Christ at the
time'thaf the young Church was separated from Israel and developed

indeperident

its own faith and/consciousness. In that process, the Church  developed
a growing picture of the Jewish people as the enemy, and inevitahby
made a cardcature of the complex reallty of the Phamarisees.

"The-Gospels also-took up its missidnary assignment to sprea&:
Christianity in the Roman Empire, and therefore did not deal seriously
with the actusl role the Rmmans played in the death of Jesus. Thus,
there was distortion in fixing properly the charge of who was responsible
for t he death of Jesus; the'Jewish Sanhedrinlia portrayed aé having only

base virtues, there are irrelevant arguments, and Jews and Pharlsees
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are always portrayed as unsympathetic, cliche figurea#

The scholars separately concluded w1th1:h%§/goncensus'
"In the portrayal of the Passion of Jesus, thefgéws must now be
portrayed with more honesty, with'greater rgsﬁgct for their religious
traditions, and with greater kmawx recognition of their rich traditions
of scholarship., We still have a lot of revision to do in telling
the Passion accounts. The Catholic Church has taken heed of the
decisions of Vatican Council II in revising its Christlan educsetion,
teachings, and liturgy. There is a whole aséortment of Passion Plays
throughout the world, at the head of which is the Oberammergau Passion
Play, which have acted as though relations between Christians andﬁﬁ5$”
Jews have not changed. After Auschwitz, 1t is a scandal to contiﬁdé*
in that manner."

An unexpected surpriae came in the aépaarance'of Franco
Zefferelli, the Italian film director who prodﬁced the wldely-acglaimed
NBC=TV production, Jesus of Nazareth. Zefferelll said that in directing -
his film on the life of Jequs, he looked uﬁon"the Vatican Council's
declarations as providing the basis for freedom to move away from
the traditional cliches which present anti-Semitlic interpretations
of Scriptures." Zefferelli appealed to the producers of the Oberammergau
Passion Play "as a Christian and a son of Abraham" not to use any
fubther their production as a means to incite anti-Semitism, or to
persecute Jews, or bring about further separation, and not to repeat
the errors of the past., A Passion Play must become a message of'love,
joy and peace," Great applause from the overwhelming majority of the

audlence,



hatred and vileness; those who play the Christian parts should do

-Te

There followed a lengbhy and fascinating panel discussion which
included Dr. Hans Schwaighofer, director of the Rosner versioﬁ of
the Passion Play; Dr. Aloia ink, 1ts editor; Dr. ﬁrnst Haria Lang,
a prominent Munilch architect; and several othaers, including myxx Rabbi
Peter Levinson of Heidelberg, and myself.
. One of the most interested revelations was that of Dr,
Schwaighofer who_quofed fram a gpeech made by Fathor Daisenberger
on the eve of the first production of his play in 1860 15 which

he instructed the director, "Instruct the actors

playing the Jswish parts to do in a manner that is filled with

80 with love and merciful qualitieel So much for the intention
behind the author of the Daisenberger script which is being pramoteazr
for 1980.°

Based on a paper that I was asked to prepare on the theme,
"The Role of Pession Plays in Fostering Anti-Semitism Throughout
History," I made the point that Passion Plays owe their origins to
medleval morality plays whose central thests was that human exilstence
was caught up in a cosmic atruggle between Christ énd the antl-Christ.
Sinéa the Firat Crusdde in the 1lth ¢ entury, the Jews were invariably
portrayed as the anti-Chrigt and increasingly assumed the character
of the Satanlc and the demonic. It can be documented that there was
a direct continuity betwseh that theological 1mage‘of the demonic Jew
as the eneﬁiea of God.and the enemies of mankind and Hitlerds portrayal
of Jews as "untermenschen" who must be destroyed as tha anti-Christ
was to be destroyed in ordér to realize the millenium§ ? _

Following the symposium, Prof. Henrich and maﬁgers §f his

faculty felt so positive about the achievement of tﬁq”prodéediqgs,
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that he propsed two signficant follow-ups:
1) The Bavarian Catholic Academy will consider publishing the

perxd papers and proceedings in German for distribution throughout
Germany;

| 'Z)The Academy would like to sponsor another symposium on a
related theme during.the next academic year 1n 9rder to keep the
momentum of thls conference goinge. :

- . Our AJC delggation = after expressing our deep appreciation
for the success of this unprecedented meeting - indicated our willingess
to collaborate in both ventnres.

OB ERMMERGAU

At the invitation of the Arbeitsgemelnschaft of Oberammergau,
the several hundred peolbpe affiliated with the Rosner production (see

- the attached letter), our AJC delegation went to the Oberamme:
village the next. evening. Our dqlegetion consisted of Milég
nétional chairman of the interreligious affairs commission; Richard
Weis, chailrman of the AJC Chapter in Los Angeles and a leader in |
interreligious affairs; Willimm Trosten, director of AJﬁhDeveIOpment
who 1s fluenﬁ in German and who spent years in Bawvaria with the
Amerlican Military Government; Zachartah Schuster, zmm of Paris,
consutlabh in Interseligious ffifairs in Eruope; and myserf.

_ For the first time in the history of Oberémmargau, we were
invited to present a lecture ofi "The History of Anti-Semifism and
Jewish-Christiaz Relations Today". We began with shown a film on
this subdect prepared bj\a Roman Catholic nun, Sister Susan Noffke,O.P.,
_ealled "The Troubled Brotharhood.” For t he majority of the 200 |
" Oberammergauers who packed the hall, this was thelr flrst introduction

to the main expereinces of anti-Semtism in the Christian West, and



-0 - _
to some basic knowledge about Jews, Judalism, Israel, and the Nazi ?3
holocaust as viewed thikopgh Jewlsh perspectlives. There was a long

and lively discussion about such questions, "How do Judaism and

‘Christianity Differ?" "Why were Jews made into money-lenders in

Germany and Europe?" X "What Do Jews Belleve About the Messiah?"
"What 1s the difference between a Priest and a Rgbbi?"

The spibilt was werm and sympathetlic, and concluded with
sustained applause.

Outcome: AJC was invited to organize a semlnar during the_
coming year with a group of Jewlsh scholars to come to Obérammefgéu
to spend a week giving lectures on the basic issues rgised durihg.

our first seminar,

Strming up both kkmx the experiences amm@ of the EHunich
symposium and the Oberammergau seminar, this much appears to be clear:

Thepe several breathroughs have taken place;

First, the debats over the Oberammergau Passion Play is no
longer a controbarsy between American Jews and Oberémmergau.villagera.
The Munich Academiy symposium have shifted the entire perspective =
noﬁ the world of German Catholic academics, theologians, and church
officials are demanding that justice be done to the Jewa and that
Oberammergau Town Council officials put an end to anti-Semitism.

Second, if the Daisenberger text will be manipulated for the
1980 production, everyone feels confident that this will be the last
time it will shown. In 198L, the 300th anniversary of the PassionPlay,
the Rosner production will be played, and thereafter hopgfully it ddrll
be the official production for 1980 and thxxxxx beyond. :

Third, for the first time a new mentality based on knowledge
is beginning to be developed in Obsrammergau itself. Dayenul
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(TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN)

March 31, 1978

To the Village Council of Oberammergau
Citizens' Initiataive for the 1980 Passion Play
8103 Oberammergau

West Germany

Gentiemen:

We have received your open letter concerning the Oberammergau
Passion Play. We welcomed your expression of views, because
we are convinced that only honest discussion among all parties
concerned can brang the serious problems raised by the Passion
Play nearer to a solutaon.

In all candor, I must tell you at the outset that your tone

and some of the implications contained in your letter have

filled me with chagrin. . However, since forgiveness 1s one

of the central virtues of Biblical and Rabbinic Judaism ( in whaich,
of course, Jesus and the Disciples grew up and in which the

early Chrastian Church was nurtured), I will put aside any feel-
ings of affront and address myself matter-of-factly to the

several issues your letter raises.

The American Jewish Committee has not sought to "meddle in the
internal affairs" of Oberammergau. In our discussions 1in your
village as well as i1n our comments to the press, we have emphasized
repeatedly that we respect the Passion Play as an artistic

creation of the village of Oberammergau. As a pioneer human raights
and caivil liberties organization in the United States, we have
fought since our beginning any form of censorship and any re-
striction of the freedom of expression.

But, as anyone conversant with the history of democratic liberties
knows, freedom of expression involves duties as well as rights.
The various United Nations Covenants against racial and religious
discrimination condemn all public expressions that could incite
"hatred, violence or bigotry" against any racial, religious or
ethnic groups in the world. Citizens of countries that have
signed these couenants are obligated to abide by this fundamental
principle of respect for the religious faith and traditions of

other people.

With all respect for the Passion Play as a creation of Oberammergau,
it is an inescapable fact -- one of those "facts" and "realities"
that you rightly urge us to take into account-- that the play is
not just an "internal matter" of consequence solely to the local



residents. As you indacate in your open letter with apparent
pride and gratification, "over the last 128 years, millidons of
people have departed from this spectacle with deep emotion.”
According to your press announcements, in 1970 alone some 500,000
people from 113 countries viewed it.

By your own admission, therefore, the Oberammergau Passion Play
has become an international event. Its moral, spairitual, and
social effects are a matter of consequence far beyond the village
borders. Oberammergau has successfully promoted its Passion
Play as an international artistic achievement so as to attract
larger and larger audiences from all parts of the world. It
seems to us that your very success precludes your disregarding
critical responses by people outside your village as "meddling."™

Moreover, because of its internationsl significance, the Ober-
ammergau Passion Play 1s widely viewed as a kind of symbol or
barometer, which 1s thought to register not only the Oberammergau
residents' attitudes toward anti-Semitism, the Jewish People,
living Judaism and democratic pranciples, but the attitude of all
Bavaria, or of today's Germany as a whole.

You say we have doubts about democracy in your country. We do
not. But it would not be sensible of you or of us to disregard
that such doubts exist in the Western countries. If Oberammergau
determinedly refuses to take into account the points we submitted
to you, 1t cannot help but strengthen such doubts.

We do not understand your reference to a boycott threat by us.
The American Jewish Committee has said no such thing. Through-
out its history, the Committee, with its offices in Europe,
Central and South America and the Middle East, has neither
organized boycotts nor supported them. We have sought to point
out to you that Roman Catholic and Protestant, as well as Jewish,
groups 1in the U.S. and elsewhere would find a performance of the
Daisenberger-Dedler version deeply offensive: as a blow to present-
day views concerning Jewish-Christian relations which are based
on the most serious Biblical and haistorical scholarshaip and on
universal conceptions of human rights. But that i1s not a boycott
threat.

Our statements to you find confirmation i1n unfavorable utterances
about the Daisenberger text by the highest authorities of the
Roman Catholic hierarchy and the leadership of Protestant churches
in the U.S., Germany and other countries. The issue, then, 1is

not whether we would participate in a boycott i1f any; the issue

is what the world would say to a performance of the Daisenberger
version in 1980. We believe 1t would be strongly condemned in
many places, particularly since a performance of the Rosner text
was expected.
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As you state, we do believe that the Daisenberger Passion Play
does favor anti-Semitic attitudes. But we find it difficult to
understand how you can say that we have not specified "details
and reasons" for our criaticism. Several months prior to the 1970
production, we sent to the then leaders of Oberammergau a detailed
analysis comparing the amended text, line by line, with that of
1960. In this scholarly document, the reasons for our craiticusm
are spelled out in full detail. 1Indeed, in 1970 the Village of
Oberammergau published a volume in déefense of the text which in
effect was a response to the historical, theoleogical and Biblical
issues pointed to in our study.

You ask us to provide "Jewish arguments and points of criticism"
concerning the Daisenberger text. We are glad to comply and
enclose several copies of our analysas (Oberammerdau 1960 and 1970:
A Study in Religious Anti-Semitism). We trust you will review our
documentation carefully, and wall note in particular our conclusion
on page 18:

"The relatively trifling changes made to 'update' the [1970]
Oberammergau Passion Play do. not alter this basic truth:
The play reflects an ingrained negative attitude toward
Judaism and Jewry, perpetuated by certain traditions of
Christianity."

We also call your attention to page 17, where we stated: "Taken
all in all, the 1970 revision of the Passion Play text falls far
short of removing all gratuitous anti-Jewish elements."” We noted
specifically:

"The 1970 text, like its predecessors, still draws Jesus'
antagonists as fiendish, almost subhuman creatures.

"It misrepresents Jewish religion in Jesus' time as harsh,
corrupt and worthless.

"It presents all JewsS as enemies of Jesus, asserts that they
knowingly accepted the guilt in his death for themselves and
their descendants, and maintains that they have been per-
manently rejected by God for this reason.

"It falsifies the character and historic role of Pilate,
and shifts the role of the crucifier from the Romans to the
Jews.

"It fails to make clear the. background of oppressive Roman
rule against which the drama of Jesus' ministry was enacted,
and without which the actions of Jesus' Jewish antagonists
cannot be understood."



=4 - =

A

Our study of the various texts and the criticisms just noted
convince us that the alleged collective guilt of all Jews in the
death of Jesus is a continuous leitmotiv in Daisenberger!s text.
We wish 1t were possible to eliminate that hostile theme, but
neither we nor the Christian authorities who have studied the
problem believe this can be done without destroying the Daisen-
. berger text itself.

We again point out that our understanding of the themes of the
Daisenberger text is not only a Jewish understanding. In this
context, we think first of all of Nostra aetate, the fundamental
declaration of the Second Vatican Council on the relationship

of the Church to non-Christian religions and on Catholic-Jewish
friendship. We also call your attention to pages 20-22 of our
analysis, where an official proclamation of the American Catholic
hierarchy in the U.S., as well as statements by Catholic and
Protestant scholars, are quoted verbatim. These criticisms
agree with our views, as do many comments in the general and the
religious press. We enclose some articles from the American
press, referring to the latest declarations made on February 17,
1978, by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
(Protestant) National Council of Churches. The Daisenberger
text is generally disapproved and rejected there, and this
disapproval clearly cannot be waved aside as merely a parochial
concern of the Jewish people.

The disagreement between us and you is summarized by one sentence
in your letter. You write: "We do not understand why Jewish
organizations oppose Passion Plays, when their people gain
distinction from them."™ The distinctions we have gained over

the centuries from the notions of a collective Jewish blood

guilt for the death of Jesus and of an attendant "eternal curse"”
have been hatred, persecution, bloodshed, and finally genocide.
Dachau and Auschwitz are the traumatic reminders of that de-
humanization of the Jewish people.

Since the Second Vatican Council, the majority of the Christian
world has recognized this truth. We ask: When will you in
Oberammergau finally recognize it?

In your trial production of the Rosner version, we saw an honest
effort to give stirraing artistic expression to Christian views
of sin and redemption and to Jesus' teachings of love and faith.
We and most Christians who have seriously concerned themselves
with the history of religious differences between Jews and
Christians agree that the notion of Jewish collective guilt
contradicts their teachings. And collective guilt 1s the
ieitmotiv in the Daisenberger version: in the Rosner version it
s not.
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Oberammergau nonetheless has the right to perform the Daisenberger
version; but in that event, other Christians as well as Jews would
have the right to draw their own conclusions from such a décasion.

Sincerely yours,
THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE

(s) Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director, Ecumenical and
Jewish~Christian Affairs



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

CONFIDENTIAL

date Jyly 21, 1978
to Bert Gold & Miles Jaffe

from Marc Tanenbaum

subject MEETINGS IN MUNICH JULY 19-21 RE*+ OBERAMMERGAU

This is a preliminary report in summary form of the major developments
that emerged out of our several meetings 1n Munich this week. B11l
Trosten will be returning from Oberammergau to New York next Wednesday
and will augment this report with his own.

In the main, this was an extremely useful trip, and, as will be indi-
cated below, could be of potentially far-reaching, constructive im-
portance on a number of levels. As you know, in overseas telephone
calls, both Dr. Alois Fink and Dr. Hans Schwaighofer strongly urged us
to come to Germany at this time which they regarded as critical in the
decision-making process.

Qur first meeting took place from 2-5-30 p.m. in a conference room at
the Vier Jahrzeiten Hotel in Munich. There was in attendance an inter-
esting mixture of groups*

©a) A delegation of four people from Oberammergau, headed by Dr.
Hans Schwaighofer, OPP director (Dr. Alois Fink, OPP editor, had a week-
long assignment 1n Wiesbaden and could not be present.)

b) Hannes Berger, political-cultural editor of the major daily of
Munich, Der Suddeutsche Zeitung. Berger, an impressive intelligence in
his mid-thirties, who has written numerous pro-Rosner articles and edi-
torials, has emerged as a key affirmative influence 1n the discussions;

c¢) Rev. ---- Sanders, an articulate Catholic priest, deeply en-
gaged 1n promotingCatholic-Jewish relations in Bavaria;

d) Mr. ---- Stoltz (?), a radio commentator for Bavarian Radio,
thoughtful and helpful to us 1n the manner of journalist Berger.

e) Karl Koepcke of Lufthansa, who played his usual supportive role.

(Bi11 Trosten w11l supply a complete list of names and titles.)

THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE PASSION PLAY - Schwaighofer reported that prob-

ably 70% of Oberammergau's population 1s pro-Daisenberger for both prac-

tical and "1deological” reasons. There are about 420 people who presently

support the Rosner version. On the basis of a German version of the AJC

GRATRIDAEER R RN
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study of the text, and our last letter to the Burgerinitiative group
which summarized our objections to Daisenberger, the OPP group said,
Mayor Zwink and the Gemeindrat assigned Hans Maier, the new editor, to
revise Daisenberger so that 1t would conform as much as possible to
Vatican Council II teaching.

Interestingly, throughout the entire three-and-a-half hour discussion
not a single reference was made to the ADL delegation's visit i1n May,
nor to any ADL documents.

The OPP delegation unanimously felt that 1t was impossible to rectify
the anti-Semitic structure of Daisenberger and changes would only be
cosmetic. Meanwhile, the Rosner group continues to work on their pro-
duction, performing and refining scenes. They are sti111 counting on
the Daisenberger text to fai1l, and they plan to have their play ready
as a substitute.

The OPP group strongly resents the straddling of the issue by Cardinal
Ratzinger, and the silence of the Bavarian Conference of Bishops. They
feel that had the Cardinal and the Bishops supported the Rosner group,
there would be no question that they would prevail.

* It is important for us to realize that during these months of polemic,
the Daisenberger group has succeeded in portraying the Rosner group as
"lapsed Catholics" (or lapsed Christians), who are not "frum," and don't
go to Church. As became clear during our meeting on Thursday, 3 p.m.,
with Bishop Schwarzenbock, the "unfrumkei1t" of many of the Rosner group
could become an 1mportant factor i1n the Church's position 1n the months
ahead. We will have to deal with the problem of a coalition of "lapsed
Christians” and "auslander Juden" trying to change the traditional
Passion Play.

SOME POSITIVE RESULTS*

Nevertheless, however the final decision turns out, these significant
developments did take place:

1) Several of the Rosner group at our meeting, said that although
they obviously favor the Rosner version, they know practically nothing
about Jews, Judaism, and the History of Anti-Semitism. They sai1d that
the overwhelming majority of the townspeople are in the 1dentical state
of ignorance and 1111teracy about Jews They literally pleaded with
Bill and me to help them meet this need - to send them written materials
in German and possibly to bring a Jewish lecturer to Oberammergau for
series of talks on these subjects. B111 and I responded that AJC will
certainly try to be as helpful as possible, and they would hear from us
following our return. It was said, inter alia, that even though that
might not influence the 1980 decision, 1t could be very important for
the future; 1t would certainly be unprecedented for Oberammergau, and
we agreed. "
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2) 1In response to a statement I made that the time has come "to
move from polemics to dialogue” - deep and serious communication about
the fundamental historic and theological 1ssues that Oberammergau repre-
sents - Hannes Berger proposed that Bi11 and I meet with the leaders of
the Bavarian Catholic Academy to explore the possibility of their spon-
soring a seminar on these themes.

We responded affirmatively, and Berger immediately arranged an appoint-
ment for us the next morning with the President of the Academy, Prof.
Henrich, and four faculty members (one of whom was a Lutheran scholar.)
It turns out that the Bavarian Academy 1s the most prestigious academic
institution of the Catholic Church in Bavaria, 1ts theological "Brookings
Institute."

After an excellent, high-level discussion that lasted through lunch,
President Henrich acted at once to sponsor the Institute. Its theme
would be "The Passion of Jesus - Yésterday and Today." Papers would be
presented by major Catholic and Jewish scholars on Biblical, Historical,
and Theological aspects of the Passion Plays. as well as on "Their Cur-
rent Implications for Anti-Semitism Today and for Jewish=Christian Rela-
tions."

November 11-12, 1978 were proposed as dates. The conference would be
held at the Ettal Monastery school, four kilometres from Oberammeraau.
Some 200-300 key people from Oberammergau would be 1nvited to attend,
from both Daisenberger and Rosner factions The Bavarian Academy will
pay all expenses for travel, honoraria, room and board. They would want
three or four scholars from the United States to discuss "The Meaning of
Oberammergau 1n the United States " They will welcome our co-sponsorship
but wi1l also want possibly a "religious” partner. (In the past, they
sponsored similar institutes with Hebrew University, with Prof. Shmar-
yahu Talmon, Zvi Werblowsky, Sholomo ben-Chorin as participants. They
may n%ed some financial aid from AJC to help cover the American involve-
ment.

Needless to say, B111 and I regarded thi1s development as a major break-
through, and we would Tike to discuss this with you as soon as possible.

3) On Thursday afternoon, July 20, 3 p.m., we met with Bishop
Schwarzenbock, chairman of the Ecumenical Commission of the Bavarian
Catholic Bishops. He expressed the personal regrets of Cardinal Ratzinger
who was away from the city on other commitments. At this meeting, held
at the Cardinal's Chancery 1n Munich, there were also two other priests
and two laymen present. The Bishop, who was cordial and empathetic,
asked us to present our concerns about Oberammergau, which we did. He
indicated that the Cardinal and he were 1in regular communication with
the Oberammergau leadership, meaning mainly Mayor Zwink and the local
pastor, and that they strongly indicated that they expect the revised
text to be conformed to the positions articulated on Jews and Judaism

w
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in the Vatican Council II Declaration, Nostra Aetate. The Bishop
reported that the Oberamergau leadership promised to make available
to the Cardinal a proposed revised text, probably by December.

I presented to the Bishop a copy of the American Catholic Bishops'
statement on Passion Plays, which sets norms for the future production
of Passion Plays with a view toward modifying their anti-dewish impact.
Since the Bavarian Catholic Bishops Conference was meeting 1n September
1978, 1 asked whether they might consider adopting a simlar statement.
The Bishop said he would read 1t and would certainly consider 1t, al-
though there was not much time left to prepare the groundwork for such
a statement by September.

It is clear that Cardinal Ratzinger, and hi1s.Bishop, want to avoid any
public confrontation with Oberammergau over this issue, since there 1s
already much polarization, pitting Catholics against Catholics. They
clearly seem to want to play a reconciling role betweeen the factions,
and will probably press for maximum revisions of the Daisenberger text.
It is quite possibe that the Cardinal will also make some positive state-
ment about Catholic-Jdewish relations as a means of 1imiting whatever
negative effects a Daisenberger production might lead to.

We informed the Bishop of our planned symposium with the.Bavarian Cath-
ol1c Academy. He seemed both surprised and interested. B111 and I had
the impression that he welcomed that development, since 1t could help
get the Cardinal somewhat off the hook of dealing publicly with a
Daisenberger text. We are considering inviting the Cardinal, in fact,
to make a statement at the November 11 and 12th meeting 1n Ettal at the
Bavarian Catholic Academy symposium.

4) Hannes Berger indicated that his paper was planning a stepped-
up publicity campaign against the Daisenberger text during the months of
August and September. Bavarian Radio 1s also planning an hour-long
documentary on Oberammergau with interviews taken 1n that village and
from Catholic and Jewish scholars.

Attached is a copy of the letter that 1 have sent to Prof. Henrich 1in-

dicating that AJC 1s prepared to cooperate actively with his academy
in the sponsorship of the Ettal Symposium in November.

MHT :RPR
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November 29, 1978

His Eminence

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

The Archbishop of Munich and Freising

Kardinal-Faul haber-Strasse 7

8 Munich

Federal Republic of West Germany k-

Your Eminence,

I have just returned to the United States after having had the
privilege of taking part in the Symposium devoted to the theme, "The
Passion of Jesus - Then and Now," held on November 19th at the Bavar-
1an Catholic Academy under the brilliant Teadership of Dr. Franz Hen-
rich.

While I have had the good fortune of participating during the
past quarter-century 1n literally hundreds of conferences and symposia,
I can recall few that could compare with that which Dr. Henrich con-
ceived and directed last Sunday.

Given the sensitivity of the subject and 1ts deep spiritual
and human significance to both Christians and Jews, I cannot possibly
. wmagine 1ts being handled with greater objectivity, high quality of
-~ “scholarship, and mutual respect than the manner that characterized
every aspect of tne Bavarian Catholic Academy's sponsorship.

In view of the fact that you are the L[piscopal Moderator of
the Academy, I hold this to be a genuine tribute to the high intellec-
tual standards and moral 1nspiration which you assuredly provide the
Academy, and I congratulate you most heartily for that achievement.

RICHARD MAASS Presicent B B BERTRANM H GOLD Excoutive Vice Presigent
MAYNARD | WISHFSR Crairman Board of Gevernore 8 WOOTON ¥ BLAUSTEIN Chawma~ Ma ceal Exrcitive Codncil 2 HOWAPD | FRYEDMAN Crau~~n Board of T sres @
GERARD WE(NSTOCK Troiurer 8  LEONARD © YASCEM Secretay @ PODERT L HORWAITZ A ez’ Tro urer &  THLGOORE ELLC} OFF Chawmen Caxrcutve Commitue B
Honerary Presidens MORP'S B ABRAM LOU'S CAPL~' PVI'G  F*GEC ARTHLT o GOWDDFRG PIHLIP € NOFF AN ELMER o Wi dTFR 8 Honurary Vice Presicsr o Ne TolAd -.WLEM&‘I
AUTH R GNODARD ANDREW GOOOMAN EMEAY E  YLINEMA' 'AMES DARSHALL  WILL'A PCSEWMA'D & MAX M EICHER?  bonoraty Chairmar Notional  Executive Jown il
B MAURICE GLINERT Honcrary Trewsurer B  OdN SLAWSON Evecutive Vice Presidert Emeritus @ Vice Pre cenis STANFORT M ADEISTEIN Pand City SO JORDAN C BAND C'eve'ard
EDITH § FOLIVER San Francisco DAVID HIRSCHHMORM Biihiore RAYMNHD F ARAVIS Juisa A FRED H MOSES Wa mnglon DC  ELAINE PEVSCHEK Wesiches'er MERAVIN H RISEMAN
New York RICHARD E SHERWOOD Los Angeles SHERMAN H STARR Beston ELISE D WATzPMAN New York B



As you undoubtedly know from the newspaper reports and possibly
other accounts, the majority concensus of the Symposium was overwhelm-
1ngly opposed to the Daisenberger text of the Oberammergau Passion Play
and 1ts fundamentally anti-Jewish content and called for a Passion Play
that was far truer to the authentic spirituality of the Passion of Jesus
as formulated in the Council of Trent and the Second Vatican Council.

I sincerely trust that under your spiritual guidance that such an
ennobling result w11l finally be possible n 1980.

Again, with deepest personal appreciation and warmest good wishes
for God's richest blessings over you, I am,

Fa1thfully yoursgs

€

Rabb1 Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT.RPR
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VRS RrATT 4 sYMPOSIUM IN BAVARIA ON PASSION PLAY N

; R CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Oct. 30 (JTA) -- The
r2vwd 4 American Jewish Committee announced that a lead~
~ -3 ing Catholic academic institution in Bavaria, West
Germany, would sponsor a symposium of Catholic
and Jewish scholars in Munich next month on the
relationship of the Oberammergau Passion Play to
: the development of anti=Semitism in Germany and
B e 5o 508 in Christian culture. The symposium, which will be
%ﬁaﬂﬂh‘ﬁéﬁ T "4 held Nov. 10, will be sponsored by the Catholic
LA S\ D, it sursid Academy of Bavaria in cooperation with the
G, 5 s 7% AJCommittee’s Interreligious Affairs Department.
AR Announcement of the symposium was made by
Miles Jaffe, chairman of the A JCommittee's Inter-
religious Affairs Commission, at the annual meeting
of the Committee's National Executive Council. Last
IR 2 July, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, A JCommittee
’ »Hﬁﬁ'%ﬂ* 573 national director of interreligious affairs, and Wil-

35 ¥ '\-" = 5 - )
B -'1”1"‘?."",-‘_ P ‘;\_ "™ liam S, Trosten, AJCommittee's director of develop-
BvEET %%«%’f"ﬁ ment, met with Dr. Fronz Henrich, president of the
"G A ST | g Catholic Academy of Bavaria, on the Oberammer=
gﬁ»‘-ﬂf“w o il L@:m:i‘ “*| gau Passion Play issue. At that time, the AJCom~-
Db e L TEESTNS P mittee leaders suggested that a dialogue among
edi &SRB o i Catholic and Jewish scholars on the historical and
R I o [N, theological issues represented in the Passion Play
SRS L i St T could prove helpful, and the Academy subsequently
w@dst v L. 7 | decided to sponsor @ symposium on the subject.
e RS Tanengum will present one of the major
S i q 2. *‘E;H papers at the symposium. He has also been invited
R o SR PA I S~ to speak in the village of Oberammergau following
P L0 R+ ) the sﬁmposium on the religious and historical factors
PTL - = “wd| that have contributed to anti-Semitism in Germany
e ;‘,pl Sog g 1 and elsewhere. It is believed that never before has
_ :—’f‘é;.,;a, o, .| @ Jewish spokesman been invited to address a public
u&%{h“’:ﬁﬁ%’ \F.% 7| gathering in Oberammergau on anti-Semitism ond
L g™ YR 4 Jewish-Christian relations. )
BRI o LS OI.Jl'IImng the significance of the symposium,
%;E‘_F:?}Q:{?;: ALy Shina Jaffe pointed out that this will be the first time in
e BIETY - the history of the Oberammergau Passion Play, which
e T»r'* S dutﬁs bac I'o’l'634,kfhat I? German Catholic group of
gy ST A 0 " such prestige has taken the initiative in cooperation
;’%ﬁ“%ﬁ}*fﬁfﬂ?ﬁiﬁﬂx i ' with a Jewish body to examine the root causes of
GO TR T Tu ] anti-Semitism engendered by certain accounts of
oo udy 0 71 Jesus' death, including Passion Plays.More than 20
WOk & A : years ago, the A JCommittee made an exhaustive
croe o m om0t | analysis of the script then used in the play's perform-
) ance and concluded that it was a highly anti-
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-10-31-78
INTERRELIGIOUS SYMPOSIUM WILL STUDY OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY (340)

CAMBRIDGE, Mass (NC) — The Catholic Academy of Bavaria, in cooperation with the American Jewlsh
Committee’s Interreligious Affairs Department, will sponsor a symposium of Catholic and Jewish scholars in
Munich, West Germany The Nov 19 symposium will study the relationship of the Oberammergau Passion Play to
the development of anti-Semitism in Germany and in Christian culture

The announcement of the symposium was made by Miles Jafe, chairman of the Interreligious Affairs
Commuission, at the annual national meeting of its executive council in Cambridge, Mass Oct 26-29

The American Jewish Committee has long been concerned with the effect of the Oberammergau Passion
Play, and derivative Passion Plays given in other parts of the world, on Jewish-Christian relations, Jaffe said Last
July, Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum, AJC’'s national director of interrelgious affairs, and Willtam S Trosten, AJC
director of development, met with Franz Henrich, president of the Catholic Academy of Bavaria, on the
Oberammergau Passion Play issue

Rabbi Tanenbaum will present one of the major papers at the symposium He has also been invited to speak
in the village of Oberammergau following the symposium on the religious and historical factors that have
contributed to anti-Semitism in Germany and elsewhere It 13 believed to be the first time a Jewish spokesman
has been invited to address a public gathering at Oberammergau on anti-Semitism and Jewish-Christian
relations . *

Jaffe said, “This will be the first time in the history of the Oberammergua Passion Play, which dates back to
1634, that a German Catholic group of such prestige has taken the initiative in cooperation with a Jewish body to
examine the root causes of anti-Semitism engendered by certain accounts of Jesus' death, including Passion
Plays More than 20 years ago, the AJC made an exhaustive line-by-line analysis of the script then used in the

play's performance It concluded that it was a highly anti-Semitic document ‘that could not help but contribute to
the misunderstanding of Jews and Judaism "

- Over the centuries at least five different versious of the play have been produced

Tuesday, October 31, 19738
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH
315 LEXINGTON AVENUE. NEW YORK, N Y 10016, TEL 689-7400

June 1k, 1978

Rev. John F. Steinbruck

Pastor, Luther Place Mémorial Church
1226 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Rev. Steinbruck:

In response to your letter of May 30 regarding Oberammergau, as

Sol Bernards indicated we met wath the leadership of the Oberammergau
cammunity to discuss with them the problems related to the Passion

Play. You probably are aware that there is a current controversy in
Oberammergau over two different Passion Play texts. We had indicated
to the Mayor and to others in that community that we were not advocating
one play or text over another but rather our concern regarding the
impact of all Passion Plays.

I'm taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the release that we
prepared which fairly well and yet braefly highlights the results of
our visit to Oberammergau. Should you need additional information, I
would be more than happy to provade you with a much more detailed
memorandum that I prepared for internal use. Regarding the proposed
Lutheran-Catholic action-appeal that you describe an your letter, I see
nothing wrong with your doing so. I would suggest however that it is
important for Lutheran and Catholic organizations and church hierarchy
to communicate to the leadership of Oberammergau the need for meaningful
changes in the seript. I would make one final suggestion and that is
not to get trapped into the controversy of the right seript or the wrong
script. Neither one is pristine pure apnd Jews would have to object to
either of the scripts.

I do appreciate your interest in this matter and would welcome the
opportunity of discussing this problem with you in greater detail.

Best wishes:

Sincefely,

Theodore Freedman

TF mef
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GEMEINDLICHE FREMDENVERKEHRSEINRICHTUNGEN

Gemnindl Fremd, kehrsal 8100 Oberammergau

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N,Y, 10022

thr Zeichen ihre Nachricht vom unsorzochen  1I~08/Gii.1ee 12, April 1978

Sehr geehrte Herren!

Wir haben uns erlaubt, Thren Brief vom 31, Mdrz 1978, der als Ant-
wort auf den offenen Brief der Biirgerinitiative Passionsspiele 1980
zZu verst:hen ist, zustindigkeitshalber an die Biirgerinitiative wei-
terzuleiten.

Der offene Brief der Biirgerinitiative Passionsspiele 1980 war keine
Sache der Gemeinde oder des Gemeinderates. Er war auch keine offi-
zielle Stellungnahme der Gemeinde Oberammergau.

Ungeachtet dessen haben wir Thre Zeilen vom 31. Mdrz 1978 aber mit
Aufmerksamkeit zur Kenntnis genommen, Thre AuBerung wird jedenfalls
auch Gegenstand der Beratungen iiber die Frage sein, welche Fassung
des Passionsspieles (Daisenberger oder Rosner) 1980 aufgefiihrt wird.

Hochachtungsvoll
Die Werkleitung

Fram kohr g Fernsprecher  Poslschockh en Sparkasse O gau (BLZ ) 200303 - .
Schnitzlorgasse 5 (osaz2) PSchA Minchen F b (=} (BLZ 70381501) 207 137
8103 Ohsrammergau 500 4411 (BLZ 700100 80) 36254-808 H/po Bank Oberammorgau {BLZ To321505) 100048
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Institute of Human Relations * 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022 ¢ 212/751-4000 * Cable Wishcom, NY
31. MiHrz 1978

An den Gemeinderat von Oberammergau
Blirgerinitiative Passionsspiele 1980
8103 Oberammergau

BRD

Sehr geehrte Herren,

Ihren offenen Brief Uber das Oberammergauer Passionsspiel
haben wir erhalten. Ihre MeinungsHusserung war uns will- _
kommen, denn wir sind Uberzeugt, dass die schwerwiegenden
Probleme, die das Passionsspiel stellt, sich nur durch

- ehrliche Auseinandersetzung zwischen allen, die die Sache
angeht, einer LBsung nHher bringen lassen.

Ich muss Ihnen zundchst in aller Offenheit sagen, dass
mich Thr Ton und manche der aus dem Brief zu ziehenden
Folgerungen mit Unwillen erfUllt haben. Da aber Verzeihen
zu den Haupttugenden des biblischen und rabbinischen
Judentums gehBrt (in dem ja auch Jesus und die Jlinger
aufgewachsen sind und in dem die frlhchristliche Kirche
entstand), will ich allen Verdruss beiseite lassen und mich
sachlich zu den verschiedenen in Ihrem Briefe angeschnit-
tenen Fragen Hussern.

Das American Jewish Committee hat keinerlei "Einmischung
in die inneren Angelegenheiten'" Oberammergaus gesucht. Bei
unsern Besprechungen dort wie auch in unsern Mitteilungen
an die Presse haben wir immer wieder betont, dass wir
das Passionsspiel als eigene kllnstlerische Schipfung des
Dorfes Oberammergau zu achten wissen. Als eine der ersten
Organisationen, die sich in den Vereinigten Staaten flir
Menschenrecht undBlUrgerfreiheit eingesetzt haben, haben
wir von jeher jede Form von Zensur und jede Beschrinkung
der freien MeinungsHusserung bekHdmpft.

RICHARD MAASS President B B BEATRAM F GOLD Executne Vice President
MAYNARD | WISHMER Chairman Board of Governors ® MORTON K BLAUSTEIN Charman National Executwve Council B HOWsRD | FRIEDMAMN Chairmdn Board of Trustees @
GER~3D & E'NSIGCK Tressurer ™ [EONARD C YASEFK Secravry B ROBERT L HOW) viTZ Assoca e Tigas. e @ THEQDORT E L7 0FF C-o man Executize Cormtiee ®
Forg 4 Poey s MORPIS B anciah | OIS CAPLAN 18t G M ~ INFL ARTHUR D GOLDACRG PHILIPF SOFFMAN ~' 1ER L WINTE® B Haqg oy - Presiganly PATHAN <7P1 Ealud
= BouSiT JACK s T e o P 4 unt P At BVFRY €O RPE N g IFR R RN - SSHER Maq, Tyt

iopr2l Esocio # Courcy B MAURICE GLINERT Honpre ; Treaswer & JOHM Si WoOMN  Execulve Yiot Presicr Emuius & ne resiger  J0ADAN o BAND Cle o 1 d
OLH § “MTR O S.r Francisco  FMAMNUEL DACMMEFT  Vostchester RAYMOMD [ FHAVIS Twsa D<M LLOYS FEFLLER Wesh-gon N ¢ ~'CHARD h Byt Ctooye
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Wie aber jeder weiss, der sich in der Geschichte demokrati-
scher Freiheit auskennt, sind mit freier MeinungsHusserung
nicht nur Rechte, sondern auch Pflichten verbunden. Die
verschiedenen Konventionen der Vereinten Nationen gegen
Rassen-und Religionsdiskrimination verurteilen alle Hffent-
lichen Aeusserungen, durch die "Hass, GewalttHtigkeit oder
Intoleranz'" gegen irgendwelche Rassen-, Religions- oder
Volksgruppen auf der Welt angefacht werden kBnnte. Blrger
von Lindern, die die Konventionen unterzeichnet haben, sind
verpflichtet, dies Grundprinzip der Achtung flir den Glauben
und die Glaubenstradition anderer zu befolgen.

Es ist bei allem Respekt flir das Passionsspiel als Sch8pfung
Oberammergaus eine unausweichliche Tatsache - eine der
""wahren Gegebenheiten', die Sie uns berechtigterweise zu
berlicksichtigen bitten - dass das Spiel nicht nur eine
"innere Angelegenheit'"ist, die nur die Ortsbewohner angeht.
Wie Sie in Ihrem offenen Brief, sichtlich mit Stolz und
Befriedigung, festellen, haben es '""Millionen Menschen...in
den vergangenen 128 Jahren tief bewegt verlassen.'" Nach Ihren
Pressemeldungen haben es allein im Jahre 1970 etwa 500,000
Menschen aus 113 L¥ndern gesehen.

Das Passionsspiel ist also, wie Sie selbst hierdurch zuge-
stehen, zu einem internationalen Ereignis geworden. Seine
moralische, religilise and soziale Wirkung ist eine Frage

von Bedeutung weit Uber die Dorfgrenzen hinaus. Oberammergau
hat mit Erfolg flir sein Passionsspiel als internationale

. klinstlerische Leistung geworben, um ein immer grBsseres
Publikum aus allen Weltteilen anzuziehen. Gerade Ihr Erfolg
verbietet es unserer Ansicht nach, kritische Aeusserungen
von Personen ausserhalb Ihres Dorfes als "Einmischung'" abzu-
tun.

Und nicht nur das. Wegen seiner internationalen Bedeutung

wird das Oberammergauer Passionsspiel weithin als eine Art
Symbol oder Barometer angesehen, an dem man nicht nur die
Haltung der Oberammergauer Blrger gegenllber dem Antisemitismus,
dem jldischen Volk, dem lebendigen jlidischen Glauben und dem
demokratischen Prinzip abzulesen glaubt, sondern die Haltung
ganz Bayerns oder des heutigen Deutschlands Uberhaupt.
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Sie meinen, wir hegten Zweifel an der Demokratie in Ihrem

Lande. Wir hegen sie nicht. Aber es wHre unvernlinftig von
uns wie von Ihnen, die Existenz derartiger Zweifel in den

westlichen LYndem ausser Acht zu lassen. Wenn Oberammergau
sich entschlossen weigert, die Punkte, die wir Ihnen vor-

gelegt haben, zu berlicksichtigen, so kann das die Zweifel

nur verstdrken.

Was Sie Uber eine Boykottdrohung von uns Hussern, verstehen
wir nicht. Das American Jewish Committee hat nichts derart aus-
gesprochen. In seiner ganzen Geschichte hat es samt seinen
Zweigstellen in Europa, Mittel- und Sldamerika und dem Nahen
Osten weder Boykotte inszeniert noch sie unterstiitzt. Wir
haben versucht, Sie darauf hinzuweisen, dass in Amerika und
anderswo katholische und protestantische Gruppen sowohl wie
jUdische eine Auffllhrung der Daisenberger-Dedlerschen Fassung
als h8chst anstlssig empfinden wllrden: als einen Schlag gegen
die heutigen Auffassungen Uber christlich-jldische Bezieh-
ungen, die sich auf die grlndlichste Bibel-~ und Geschichts-
forschung und auf allgemeingllltig GrundsHtze des Menschen-
rechts stlitzen. Aber das ist keine Boykottdrohung.

Was wir Ihnen mitgeteilt haben, findet Bestdtigung in unglin-
stigen Aeusserungen Uber den Daisenbergerschen Text von den
h8chsten Stellen der katholischen Hierarchie und von leiten-
den PersBnlichkeiten der protestantischen Kirchen in Amerika,
Deutschland und andern LYndern. Die Frage ist also nicht, ob
wir einen eventuellen Boykott mitmachen wllrden; die Frage
ist, was die Welt zu einer Aufflhrung der Daisenbergerschen
Fassung 1980 sagen wlirde, Wir glauben, sie wllrde vielen-
orts scharf verurteilt werden, zumal man eine Aufflihrung

des Rosnerschen Textes erwartet hatte.

Wie Sie festellen, sind wir der Ansicht, dass das Daisen-
bergersche Passionsspiel antisemitische Einstellungen fBr-
dert. Dass Sie aber behaupten, wir hHtten flir unsere Kritik
keine "Einzelheiten und Begrlindungen' angeflihrt, ist uns
schwer verstidndlich. Mehrere Monate vor der Auffllhrung

1970 haben wir den damals leitenden Stellen in Oberammergau
eine ausfllhrliche Untersuchung Ubersandt, in der der verbes-
serte Text Zeile flir Zeile mit dem flir 1960 verglichen war.
In diesem wissenschaftlich fundierten Dokument sind die
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Grlinde flr unsere Kritik in allen Einzelheiten belegt. Ja,

im Jahre 1970 hat die Gemeinde Oberammergau selbst einen

Band zur Verteidigung des Textes herausgegeben, der darauf hin-
auslief, die in unserer Untersuchung aufgeworfenen histori-
schen, theologischen und biblischen Fragen zu beantworten.

Sie fordern uns auf, "jldische Vorstellungen und Kritik-
punkte' Uber den Daisenbergerschen Text vorzulegen. Wir
sind dazu gern bereit und legen diesem Brief mehrere Exem-
plare unserer Untersuchung bei (Oberammergau 1960 and 1970:
A Study in Religious Anti-Semitism). Wir hoffen, Sie werden
unsere Dokumentation genau durchsehen und besonders die
Zusammenfassung auf Seite 18 beachten, wo es heisst:

"Die verhltnismassig geringfligigen VerHnderungen,
durch die das Oberammergauer Passionsspiel /von 1960/
mit heutigem Denken in Einklang gebracht werden soll,
dndern nichts an der grundlegenden Tatsache, dass das
Spiel eine tief eingefleischte negative Einstellung
gegenllber der jlidischen Religion und dem jlidischen

Volk wiederspiegelt - - eine Einstellung, die durch
gewisse christliche Traditionen konserviert worden
ist."

Wir mBchten Sie auch auf Seite 17 verweisen, wo wir bemerk-
ten: "Alles in allem geht die Bearbeitung des Passions-
spiels flr 1970 nicht anndhernd weit genug, um unbegrin-
dete judenfeindliche Teile durchweg zu beseitigen.'" Wir
flhrten dort im einzelnen an:

'"Wie frllhere Fassungen, so zeichnet auch der Text flir
1970 die Gegner Jesu alg fast untermenschliche, teuf-
lische Kreaturen.

"Die jldische Religion zu Jesu 7eiten wird fHlschlich
als gnadenlos, verderbt und wertlos dargestellt.

"Die Juden erscheinen sdmtlich als Feinde Jesu. Sie
sollen die Schuld an seinem Tode wissentlich auf sich
ihre Nachkommen herabgerufen haben, und seien des-
halb auf ewig von Gott verworfen.

"Der Charakter des Pilatus und die historischen Tat-
sachen Ulber ihn sind verfHlscht, und die Rolle des
Kreuzigers wird anstatt den RBmern den Juden zuge-
schoben.
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"Der Text sagt nichts llber die Bedrlickung durch die
RBmer, die flilr das Drama von Jesu Leben und Wirken

den Hintergrund bildet. Ohne diesen Hintergrund sind
aber die Handlungen der Gegner Jesu nicht verstHdndlich."

Unsere Untersuchungen der verschiedenen Texte und die eben
angegebenenKritikpunkte haben uns zu der Ueberseugung gefllhrt,
dass in Daisenbergers Text die angebliche Kollektivschuld
aller Juden an Jesu Tod ein durchgehendes Leitmotiv bildet,
Wir wlnschten, dies feindselige Thema liesse sich daraus
beseitigen, aber weder wir noch die christlichen Sachver-
stdndigen, die die Frage untersucht haben, glauben dass

dies mBglich ist, ohne den Daisenbergerschen Text selbst

zu zerstBren.

Wir m8chten nochmals betonen, dass unsere Auffassung Uber
die Thematik des Daisenbergerschen Texts nicht nur eine
jUdische ist. Wir denken in diesem Zusammenhang zunHchst
an Nostra aetate, die grundlegende Erkl8rung des Zweiten
Vatikanischen Konzils Uber das VerhHdltnis der Kirche zu
nichtchristlichen Religionen und Uber katholisch-jldische
Freundschaft. Ferner verweisen wir Sie auf Seite 20-22
unserer Untersuchung, wo eine offizielle Proklamation des
katholischen Klerus in den Vereinigten Staaten Uber Pas-
sionsspiele sowie Aeusserungen von katholischen und pro-
testantischen Gelehrten wlrtlich zitiert sind. Diese
kritischen Beobachtungen decken sich mit unsern Ansichten.
Dasselbe gilt flir viele Aeusserungen in der allgemeinen
und der religiBsen Publizistik. Wir legen hier einige
Artikel aus der amerikanischen Presse bei; sie beziehen
sich auf die neusten Erkldrungen, die die National Conference
of Catholic Bishops und das protestantische National Council
of Churches am 17. Februar dieses Jahres abgegeben haben.
Der Daisenbergersche Text wird dort allgemein missbilligt
und abgelehnt, und diese Missbilligung lYsst sich offen-
sichtlichnicht als eine blosse Spezialangelegenheit des
jldischen Volkes beiseiteschieben.

Die Meinungsverschiedenheit zwischen uns und Ihnen ist in
Ihrem Brief in einem einzigen Satz zusammengefasst. Sie
schreiben: '"Wir verstehen ... nicht, warum jlidische Orga-
nisationen gegen Passionsspiele sind, obwohl ihr Volk doch



-

dadurch ausgezeichnet wird," Die Auszeichnungen, die wir
im Laufe der Jahrhunderte durch die Vorstellung von einer
kollektiven jldischen Blutschuld am Tode Jesu und von
einem damit verbundenen "ewigen Fluch'" gewonnen haben,
waren Hass, Verfolgung, Blutvergiessen und zuletzt VBlker-
mord. Dachau und Auschwitz sind die erschlitternden Zeugen
dieser Entmenschlichung des jlidischen Volkes.

Seit dem 7weiten Vatikanischen Konzil hat die christliche
Welt zum grissten Teil diese Wahrheit anerkannt. Wir fragen:
Wann werden auch Sie in Oberammergau sie endlich anerkennen?

In Threr Probeauffllhrung der Rosnerschen Fassung sahen wir
einen ehrlichen Versuch, der christlichen Auffassung liber
Slinde und ErlBsung sowie den Lehren Jesu llber Liebe und
Glauben aufrlittelnden klinstlerischen Ausdruck zu verleihen.
Wir und die meisten Christen, die sich ernsthaft mit der
Geschichte der religiBsen Differenzen zwischen Juden und
Christen beschdftigt haben, sind untereinander einig, dass
die Vorstellung einer Kollektivschuld der Juden mit diesen
Lehren im Widerspruch steht. Und die Kollektivschuld ist
das Leitmotiv in der Daisenbergerschen Fassung; in der
Rosnerschen ist sie es nicht.

Oberammergau hat das Recht, trotz alledem die Daisenberger-
sche Fassung aufzufllhren; aber in dem Fall hHtten andre
Christen sowohl wie Juden ihrerseits das Recht, aus einer
solchen Entscheidung ihre eignen Schllisse zu ziehen.

Mit vorzliglicher Hochachtung

HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

H

Rabbiner Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chef flir Bkumenische und
MHT/BJB jUdisch-christliche Angelegenheiten
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19. October 1978

Herrn

Hans Schwaighofer
Kircheckgasse 12

8103 Oberammergau

Federal Republic of Germany

Sehr geehrter Herr Schwaighofer:

Bedanke mich herzlich fuer Ihren Brief vom 3.10.78 mit
der Einladung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft sowie der Liste der
Oberammergauer die eingeladen werden sollten.

Fuer unsere Besprechung am 20.11. Brauchen wir einen Projektor¥
einen Plattenspieler und eine Leinwand. Als Muster, lege ich
einen Filmstreifen bei. 1
Bezueglich der gebrauchten Zimmer 19.11 und 20.11, die zwei
bestellten Zimmer sind nicht ausreichend. Wir gebrauchen

fuenf Zimmer: .

Herr und Frau William S. Trosten

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Herr Miles Jaffe |
Herr Karlheinz Koepcke '
Herr Richard Weiss .

(130 = T o T = ol
S N N N N

Auch wir hoffen dass die Veranstaltung eine gute Sache wird

Mit freundlichen Gruessen verbleibe ich

Z/M/ﬁ,

William S. Trosten

WST/bjb Director of Development
*

Der Projektor muss ein (FILM STRIP) Filmstreifen Projektor sein.

RICHARD MAASS Presicent B B BERTRAM H GOLD Executive Vice President
MAYNARD | WISMJER Chairman Board of Governors R MORTON K BLAUSTEIN Chairman  Na ronal Executive Council B  HOWARD | FRIEOMAN Chairman Board of Trustees ®
GERARD 'WEIMSTOCK Treasurer ® LEONARD C YASCEN Secelary ® ROBERT L HOROWITZ Associate Tre..urer B  THEODORE ELLENOFF Chawman Executive Commutier B
Honcrary Presiderts MORRIS B ~BRAW LOUIS GAPLAN IPVING M ENGEL AATHUR J GOLDIERG PHILIP E HOFFMAN ELMEP L WINTER B Honorary ' ce Presicints NATHAN APPLEMAY
HUTH R GODDARD JACK A GOLDFARD ANDREW GOODM«N EMERY E  KLINEMAN  JAMES MARSHALL WILLIAM ROSENWALD ®  MAX N FISHER  Honcrary Crairman
National Executiwe Councll @ MAURICE GLINERT  Honorary Treasurer @ JOHN SLAWSON Execuliwve Vice President Ementus @  Vice Presiden,s STANFORD M ADELSTEIN Rapud
Clty SD JORDAN C BAND Cleveland EDITH S COLIVER San Francisco  DAVID HIRSCHMOAN Baltimere RAYMOND F KRAVIS Tulsa ALFRED H MOSES Washington DC
ELAINE PETSCHEK Wesichester MERVIN H RISEMAN New York RICHARD E SHEAWOOD Los Angeles SHERMAN H STARR Boslon ELISE D WATEAMAN New York B
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/Passfan Play Villagers Show Courage,
Defy Latest Jewish Censorship Attempt

The willagers of Oberammer-
gau, 1n Alpine Bavana, have
defied threats and protests from
powerful Jewish organizations to
keep the traditional text of their
world-famous Passion Play The
proposed alternative text would
have eliminated the Biblical Jew-
1sh responsibility for the death of
Christ

Supported by the local conser-
vatives, the town council voted
earlier this year to replace the text
by local priest Joseph Daisenber-
ger, which has been used since
1860 The vote came after the
American Jewish Committee
(AJC) and other Jewish groups
threatened to orgamze a world-
wide boycott against the village

Outraged citizens then began a
campaign to throw out the town
council “Defend against the
unbelievable attempted pressure
by a few Jews,’” one election
leaflet declared ‘‘Germans are
not second-class human beings "’

Prominent villagers distributed
an open letter to Rabbi Marc
Tanenbaum of the AJC which de-
nounced “‘every interference in
the private affaurs of the willage”
and protested that ‘‘Jewish
groups want to dictate what wll
be performed in Oberammer-
sau "

Between 1960 and 1970, the
village of 5,000 tned to accommo-
date the Jews by removing or
watenng down the strongest anti-
Jewish text passages But a
50-page protest by the AIC
considered the changes only ““mi-
nor revisions in the thoroughly
anti-Jewish phraseology "
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THE VILLAGE of Oberammergau Its residents have given nofice to

the forces of international Jewry that they will not be blackmailed.

“There are, however, hard
words against the Jews 1n parts of
the Bible,”” Passion Play director
Anfon Preisinger pomnted out
The Jewish responstbihity for the
death of Christ 1s based especially
upon the Gospels of John
(** and he saith unto the Jews,
Behold your King' But they cried
out, Away with him, cruafy
him ') and Matthew (“‘Pilate
saith unto them, What shall I do
then with Jesus, which 15 called
Chnist? They all say unto him, Let
him be crucified  His blood be
on us and on our children )

In March, candidates support-
ing the Daisenberger text won 75
per cent of the vote in a special
election The new town councl
decided 12 to 5 to keep the
traditional version

In June, the National Confer-
ence of Chrisuans and Jews
(NCCJ) responded by announcing

a boycott against the village The
New York-based, Jewish-run or-
gamzation said it would discour-
age Americans from attending the
1980 pageant and would mobilize
demonstrations 1n Europe unless
the villagers give in

““If 1t appears that the.1980 play
will use the anti-Semiuc script
which Adolf Hitler praised in the
1930’s,”” the NCCJ] president
declared, “‘we will do whatever we
can to create an international
boycott and significantly reduce
the 1970 attendance of 530,000 *

The Oberammergau Passio
Play was first performed in 1633
Village residents reenact the las
days and crucifiaon of Jesu
every ten years as an act of thank
for deliverance from a ravagin
plague The Play 1s performed i
the world's largest open-ai
theater
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4, .October 1978

Dr. Pilerre Scherer

Wiss. Assistant

Katholische Akademie in Bayern
8 Munchen 40

Mandlstrasse 23

Federal Republic of Germany

Sehr geehrter Dr. Scherer:

Ich bedanke mich fuer Ihren Brief v. 20.9.78, Nach unserem
letzen Telefongespraech hat Rabbi Tanenbaum nochmal mit
Professor Talmun gesprochen. Ich bedauere Ihnen mitzuteilen
dass auch der neue Termin - 19.11.78 ist ihm unguenstig.

Anbel sind unsere Vorschlaege fuer Gespraechspartner und
Referante fuer Position IV (Moeglichkelten und Grenzen der
kuenstlerischen Darstellung der Passion Jesu).

Als Referant empfehlen wir Ihnen: -

a) Professor Lou Silberman

b). Professor Uriel Tal
Professor Talmun ist einverstanden mit den Vorschlaegen und
alle Herren sind deutschsprechend. '

Wtf'wuerden.gérne mit entweder Prof. Silberman oder Prof. Tal
sprechen und auch die entaprgchendep Reiseunkosten uebernehmen.

Wir.erwarten,lﬁrg Entséheiduhg,,‘
Mit freundlichen Gruessen
- Ihr
William S. Trosten

WST/BJB - Director of Development \
Encl. o ' '
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PROPOSED LIST OF GERMAN SPEAKING JEWISH SCHOLARS

FOR BAVARIAN CATHOLIC ACADEMY SYMPOSIUM, NOVEMBER 19,

1978

Prof. Alexander Altman
Brandeis University
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154

Dr. David Daube
University of California
Berkeley, California 94720

Prof. W. D. Davies

(Duke University,

Durham, North Carolina 27706)
34 Rue Wimpferling

67000 Strasbourg, France

Rabbi Jacob Petuchowski
Hebrew Union College

Jewish Institute of Religion
3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

1
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Jewish Theological Seminary of America
3080 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10027

Prof. Lou H. Silberman
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, Tenn. 37203

Prof. Krister Stendahl
Harvard Divinity School
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Prof. Uriel Tal
Tel Aviv University
Tel Aviv, Israel
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19. October 1978

Herrn

Dr. Franz Henrich

Direktor

Katholische Akademie in Bayern
8 Muenchen 40

Mandlstrasse 23

Federal Republic of Germany

Sehr geehrter Dr. Henrich:

Ich bedanke mich fuer Ihr Schreiben vom 5.10.78 und

nehme mit dem groessten Vergnuegen an, Ihre Einladung

in der bevorstehenden Tagung mitzuwirken. Rabbi

Tanenbaum und ich werden gemeinsam unsere Stellungsnahme
vorbereiten und ich selbst werde die Feststellung praesentieren.

Bezueglich Ihres ruecksichtsvollen Angebots, meine Reisekosten
mitzufinanzieren sowie meine Mitwirkung zu honorieren, moechte
ich dankend absagen. s

In den letzten Tagen erhielt ich einen Brief von Herrn
Schwaighofer mit dem Inhalt einer Liste der Oberammergauer

ob sie Rosner oder Dalsenberger Befuerworter seien, die
eingeladen werden sollten.

Wie Sie aus der beiliegenden Liste ersehen koennen, empfehlt
Herr Schwaighofer eine persoenliche Einladung fuer Herrn
Heinrich Schott. '

In dieser Beziehung haette ich eine persoenliche Bitte. Diese
waere meinen Vetter: n
Leonhard Rudolf Weitzmann
8 Muenchen 90

.Klausener Platz 23

.
RICHARD MAASS, President ® ) T @ BERTAAMN H. GOLD, Exgcutive Vice-President
MAYNARD 1. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Goevernors @ MORTOM K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, Nationa! Executive Council @  HOWAHD 1, FRIEDMAM, Chairman, Board of Trystees W
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer 8 LECNARD €. YASEEN, Secretary 8 ROBERT L MOROWITZ, Ascociate Treasurer ®  THEQUOAE ELLENOFF, Crairman, Executive Commitrer ®
Honorary Presidents: MOHRIS B, ABRAM. LOWIS CAPLAN, IAVING . ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLURERG, PHILIP £, HOFSMAN, ELMER L WINTER @ Momarary Vice-Frosidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
RUTH R, GODDARD, JACK A GULDFARB, ANDAEW GODDMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMANM,  JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAN ROSENWALD -] MAX M. FISHER, Honcrary Chalrman,
National * Executive Council B MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer B JOWN  SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus @ Vice-Presidents: STANFCRD M, ADELSTEIN, Rapid
City, S.0.. JORDAN C.- BAND, Cleveland, EDITH S, COLIVER, San Francisco, DAVID HIRSCHHOMN. Battimore; RAYMOMD F. KRAVIS, Tulsa, ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C.:
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York, RICHARD E. SHERWUOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston, ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York B
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Herrn Dr. Franz Henrich -2- 19. October 1978

meine Schwiegermutter:
Maria Stoesser

8 Muenchen 21 Laim
Weichselbaumerstrasse 17

und meine Freunde:
Anton und Margit Ebenboeck

8 Muenchen 21 Laim
Weichselbaumerstrasse 17

zu der Tagung einzuladen.

Sollte eine Vorbesprechung noetig sein, wuerden sie mir den
Termin mitteilen. 17te.ll oder 18te.ll waere fuer mich am

guenstigsten. :

Mit freundlichen Gruessen verbleibe ich

Ihr
Yl (o o
| William S. Trosten
WST/bjb Director of Development
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THE' AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date

to
from

subject

August 18, 1978
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
William S. Trosten

Attached are copies of my letters
to Hannes Burger and Rudiger Stolze.
When you have a chance, you should
ptepare a list of theologdans in
this country who can be interviewed
by Bavarian Radie in connection
with the late October publicity
campaign, You will recall that

we promised Stolze such a list.

!

WST/BJB
atts.

WINPpURJOLWIS LU



August 18, 1978

Mr. Rudiger Stolze

Bayerischer Rundfunk
Redaktion Munchen - Oberbayern
8000 Munchen 2

Rundfunkplatz 1

West Germany

Dear Mr. Stolze:

I have just returned from vacation and would like

to take this opportunity on behalf of Rabbi Tanenbaum
and myself to tell you how much we enjoyed meeting you
and that we felt our meetings were fruitful.

As 1 am certain Hannes Burger has told you, a symposium

is planned for November 1llth and 12th in Ettal under

the auspices of the Bavarian Catholic Academy.

All of us here will be most interested in the public
reaction to the Totentanz. We are currently preparing

a list of people who can be interviewed here in connection
with the publicity campaign we discussed for late October.
Once again, it was very nice meeting you.

Kindest personal regards.

Cordially,

WST/BJB _ William S. Trosten
Director of Development

bece: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum -/



August 18, 1978

Mr. Hannes Burger
Suddeutsche Zeitung
Politische Redaktion
Sendlinger StraBe 80
8000 Munchen 2

West Germany

Dear Mr. Burger:

I have just returned from vacation and wanted to

take this opportunity to thank you for your helpfulness
and to tell you on behalf of Rabbi Tanenbaum and myself
how much we enjoyed meeting you.

As you know, Rabbi Tanenbaum has been in touch with Dr.
Henrich and we are hoping to finalize the agenda for
the symposium when Dr. Henrich returns from vacation.

When we last had lunch, you mentioned that you would
send me a complete file of your articles concerning
Oberammergau for translation and distribution in this
country. I look forward to receiving them.

Once again, wmany thanks and kindest personal regards.

Cordially,

William S. Trosten
WST/BJB Director of Development

bece: Rabbi Marc H., Tanenbaum \/



Relay from Bonn

The Week in Germany 43

Editors O Bezold, P Freedman F Hehtzer (212) 752-5020 ~ Sept. 22, 1978 Vol. IX, #59

ON THE , INSIDE —-—
New Minister President in Duesééldorf ... Aviation Pioneer Messerechmitt ie
Dead ... Bundeebank: Ecomomic Activity Brightems ... GNP up 2.8% in Firaé
Half ... German, French Chiefe Agree on European Monetary Unit ... Bonn,
Washington Labor Ministers Expand Cooperation ... Billions in Tax Relief to
Stimulate the Economy ... Good Crop Outlook in Germany ... Nuclear Foes have

to pay electric bille ... German Expressioniem Featured in New York ...

=

BUNDESTAG IS BACK, CONSIDERS 1979 BUDGET

In Bonn, the Bundestag reconvened after the summer recess. Minister of Finance
Hans Matthoefer introduced the Govermment's budget draft for 1979, and also sub=-
mitted estimatés for the three following years. Tax-revenue expectations run

to DM 159.5 billion next year, and will rise to DM 197.5 billion by 1982. nation-
al expenditures of DM 204.6 billion altogether are envisaged in 1979, an 8.4% in-
crease over the current year. A net deficit of DM 35.5 billion is calculated for
1979, and the Federal Republic's accumulated national debt seems likely to top DM
DM 270 billion by 1982,

BONN BACKS CAMP DAVID RESULTS AND CONTINUING U.S. EFFORTS

The Federal Government's appreclation to President Jimmy Carter for having called
the Camp David meeting between Prime Minister Begin and President Sadat was ex~-
pressed by Chancellor Helmut Schmidt in the Bundestag on September 21, together
with the Government's congratulations on the outcome. He voiced support for the
current U.S. efforts to arrange, through direct contacts, for the other parties
to the conflict to take part in future negotiations. "Our good relatioms with
all parties to the conflict are at the service of the search for peace', he added.

GERMAN DELEGATE RE-ELECTED TO U.N. CIVIC RIGHTS BODY

Dr. Christian Tomuschat, Professor of Public Law at Bonn University, has been
elected to a four-year term by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, a
group of experts from 18 countries charged with examining the national reports sub-
mitted to the U.N. by the signatories of the 1966 International Covenant on Civic
and Political Rights., These reports deal with implementation of the Covenant,and
specifically with the state of civie and political rights in that particular country.

A weekly newsletter of the German Information Center, 410 Park Avenue, New York, N Y 10022 F_lapnntmg Permitted

Director Carl H Neukirchen
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Since last year, Prof. Tomuschat has already been a member of the Commission. His
election to a full term is regarded as a recognition of Bonn's efforts on behalf

of eivie and political rights everywhere. From January on, the Federal Republic
will have representatives in three U.N. bodies directly concerned with human rights:
the Commission on Human Rights; CERD, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination; and the Committee on Human Rights.

NEW MINISTER PRESIDENT IN DUESSELDORF: JOHANNES RAU

Johannes Rau, 47,has succeeded Heinz Kuehn as Minister President of No.Rhine West-
phalia, Germany's most populous state. After a dozen years in office, Kuehn re-
signed for health reasons. A Special Congress of the Social Democratic Party (SPD)
in Duisburg gave Rau the nod by 161 votes against 150 cast for State Finance Minis-
ter Diether Prosser. All 104 Landtag deputies of the SPD/FDP coalition endorsed the
choice in Duesseldorf, the state capital.

The son of an Evangelical preacher, Rau has always been active in Protestant church
affairs. He trained as a bookseller, then became a Protestant publisher. Elected to
the City Council of Wuppertal in the Ruhr, he had advanced to the Lord Mayoralty four
years later, in 1968. Within the ranks of the SPD, he rose to the state chairmanship.
Considered a moderate and a pragmatist in the mold of his predecessor Heinz Kuehn, he
has been North Rhine Westphalia's Minister for Science and Research since 1970.

VON WEIZSAECKER PICKED FOR BERLIN’S LORD MAYOR RACE

In a surprise development, Richard von Weizsaecker, 58, was nominated by West Berlin's
Christian Democratic Union as its candidate for the city's Lord Mayoralty. The office
has been a Social Democratic preserve throughout the postwar era,but the CDU believes
their new- standard—bearer can win by luring enough liberal-minded or resolutely Protes-
tant voters away from the Free Democratic Party.

West Berlin's parliament, the City Assembly, is up for elections next March 18. There-
after, it will choose a Lord Mayor. The FDP's key role was highlighted in 1975, when
the last local elections took place. The CDU attracted 43.9% of the ballots, more than
the SPD for the first time, but did not prevail when the Lord Mayoralty was at stake.
The SPD's coalition with the FDP, which had polled 7.1% assured it of a majority in
selecting the Lord Mayor.

Richard von Welzsaecker may have what it takes to attract voters not usually found in
the CDU camp. Member of a distinguished family, he studied history and law after serv-
ice in the wartime army. In business and banking, he attained considerable success.

In 1964-70, von Weizsaecker headed the German Protestant Church's lay arm, the Evangeli-
cal Congress. Elected to the Bundestag in 1969, he now serves on the CDU Executive
Board and Deputy Chairman of the Bundestag Delegation, where he is considered a member
of the liberal wing.

WILLY MESSERSCHMITT DEAD: AVIATION PIONEER

At the age of 80, the renowned airplane designer succumbed to the aftereffects of a sur-
. glcal operation in a Munich hospital. An engineer by training, he founded the Messer-
schmitt Works in Augsburg almost half a century ago, designing, developing and building
many types of passenger dircraft and fighter warplanes, among them the Me-109, of which
a record-setting 35,000 were produced after it broke the speed record in 1939, and the
first mass-produced jet, the Me-262. In recent years he served as Board Chairman of
Messerschmitt-Boelkow~Blohm GmbH.



THE ECONOMIC ACCOUNT --

On Thureday, September 21, the U.S. dollar's official middle rate
in Frankfurt wae DM ¥. 9504

BUNDESBANK REPORT: ECONOMIC SITUATION BRIGHTENS

The Federal Republic's economic situation and outlook brightenmed in the
course of the past several months, the Bundesbank notes in its Monthly
Report for September., Distinct improvements in the volume of incoming
orders, together with higher capital investments by trade and industry,
account for the Report's positive tone. The vigorous upturn in domestic
demand during the second quarter spurred the resurgence of the economy.
Foreign demand, according to the Bundesbank, no longer served as a pri-
mary stimulus. While export orders failed to decline in the second
quarter, as they had in the first, a modest slowdown resulted from im-
ports managing to expand, in terms of volume, more strongly than exports.

GNP UP BY 2.8%Z IN YEAR'S FIRST HALF

The Federal Republic's Gross National Product reached DM 606 billion in

the first six months of 1978, an increase of 2.8% in real value and of

6.7% at current prices. Thus, the growth rate failed to meet the target

of 3,5% set by the Federal Government at the end of last year but, on the
other hand, did not fall as far behind as the grim forebodinga of economic
pessimists had predicted. In real terms, the GNP percentage’ growth® matches
that in the first six months of 1977 and exceeds that of 1977's second half
by a small margin, Nominally, i.e. at current prices, the rise of 6.7%
constitutes a slightly better showing than the results registered in the
first and in the second half of last year.

Together with the GNP data, the Federal Statistical Agency in Wiesbaden
published its findings on wages and salaries in the current year's first
half. Monthly gross earnings amounted to DM 1,548 per capita, an increase
of 5.8% over the earnings reported in the same period of 1977.

GERMAN, FRENCH CHIEFS AGREE ON EUROPEAN MONETARY UNIT

Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing
met in Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle), & German city near the Belgian border, for ome
of their periodic conferences. They reached full agreement on the outlines of
a European currency system that they will seek to have the Common Market adopt.

On the Second German TV channel, the Chancellor voiced the bellef that '"we are
on the point of achieving something that is of great political significance for
the next twenty years, for the remainder of this century and for the further
evolution of the Common Market." He stated that the European Currency System
will help the U.S. Administration and the Federal Reserve Board in their efforts
aimed at overcoming the inflationary erosion of the dollar and the vast deficit
in the-U.S. balance of trade. The European Community Finance Ministers are
agreed that the European Monetary Unit, which is to serve as the basis of key
exchange rates, will be named 'ECU'. Thia was disclosed by Federal Minister

of Finance Hans Matthoefer. A majority of EC members, the Minister added, favor
using the key exchange rates to create a currency framework that will make it
possible to determine the point at which the central banks are to intervene.
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WASHINGTON, BONN LABOR MINISTERS EXPAND COOPERATION

Cooperation between the Department of Labor in Washington and

the Ministry of Labor in Bonn will be exparded, it was announced
on September 12 after a Washington meeting of Labor Secretary
Ray Marshall with visiting Bonn Federal Minister of Labor Herbert
Ehrenberg. Information and technical collaboration is to be
stepped up, it was indicated, with respect to labor and economic
policy, to statistics, data banks, plant health care and occupa=-
tional accldent prevention to labor mobility and employment of
the handicapped.

BILLIONS IN TAX RELIEF TO STIMULATE ECONOMY

To spur Germany's economy to greater activity, the Bonn Cabinet has
provided it, since mid-1977, with tax relief and related benefits
amounting to some DM 33.5 billion. A Government Report on economic

and financial policy lists 23 pleces of legislation that have already
entered into effect -or are slated to do so next year. Several are
gtill in the parliamentary process. Individual and corporate tax-
payers alike are the beneficiaries. According to official computations,
the various measures total DM 18.5 billion this year; an additional

DM 15 billion is envisaged for 1979.

However, a boost in certain other levies, chiefly the Value Added Tax,
will offset a portion of the tax benefits. The VAT was raised last
January 1, and the Cabinet has endorsed a further increase that is to
be applied as of July 28, 1979. Proceeds from the higher VAT are esti-
mated at DM 6.5 billion this year and DM 3 billion next year. Together
with minor changes in tax regulations, the total DM 33.5 billion relief
is thus likely to be diminished by some DM 10 billion.

TOP_CROP OUTLOOK IN GERMANY

One-quarter of Germany's grain harvest is still in the fields, but expert
observers from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture estimate that, in the
end, the farmers will bring in nearly 26 million short tons altogether, a
9,6% increase over 1977. The previous record, set in 1974, was below 25
million tons. Prospects are excellent, moreover, with regard to the vege~-
table, potato and fruit harvest. Vintpers, however, expect to produce only
8 million hectoliter of wine this year, substantially less than the record-
setting 11 million hectoliter stored in 1977.

DOLLAR SLUMPS BELOW DM 1.96

At the week's outset, the more cheerful mood engendered by the Camp David
results eased the pressure on the dollar and helped it to gain more than

half a Pfennig on the Frankfurt money market. As negative reactions from

the Arab world multiplied, however, the rally proved short-lived and the
dollar resumed its slide, moving from an official exchange rate of DM 1.9851
on Monday, Sept. 18, down to DM 1.9582 two days later. But, while the D-Mark
advanced against the dollar, the rate for sfr 100 climbed to DM 124.72 on
Bept, 18, a third all=time high in succession.



ROUNDUP , . .

CREDIT CARD USE ON RISE

Credit card use is increasing in the Federal Republic. Diners Club now
lists 130,000 German card holders, 20,000 of them recruited this year,
Eurocard, with 25,000 subscribers at the outset of 1978, has already
doubled that number. American Express cards are in the hands of 100,000
Germans. Probable reason for the rising demand: the D-Mark's increased
value is spurring travel abroad. Credit card companies, in the meantime,
are devising new inducements for potential subscribers - mainly in the
form of extending more credit and by making it easy and convenient for
subscribers to obtain quick cash.

STAY-AT-HOME VACATIONS

Not every German takes to the road during vacation time. A recent survey
discloses that one in four women and one in three men lack the wherewithal
to leave home in order to indulge in vacation fun, In any given year, al-
most half of all adults stay at home. Over the last five years, stay-at-
homes included 82% of all self-employed farmers who could not leave their
crops, and 40% of all housewives, unskilled laborers and pensioners. In
1977, eleven million adults omitted any vacation and another seven million
took vacations at home.

MICROWAVES PRESENT NO DANGER: GERMAN TRADE GROUP

German safety regulations ensure that human beings are exposed to no risk
factor from microwave ovens, Germany's authoritative Central Association
of the Electrotechnical Industry (ZVEI) indicates in a statement, Micro-
waves cannot modify cells, the ZVEI points out, in contrast to ionizing

waves such as X-rays.

DM 40 FINE FOR THE UNBELTED

Beginning next April, automobile drivers who do not use their seat belts
will be subject to a DM 40 fine, the Federal Traffic Ministry has announced.

BERLIN HAS LARGEST DATA BANK ON SCIENTIFIC PERIODICALS

The State Library in West Berlin edits and operates what is reported to be

the largest data bank anywhere to have computerized the contents of scientific
periodicals. At present, 130,000 copies of such periodicals have been proces-—
sed by the data bank, a joint venture of 100 leading libraries in the Federal

Republic.



NUCLEAR FOES HAVE TO PAY BILLS

Nuclear power protesters were denied the right to reduce their electric
bills by 10% - the same percentage that the power company expends for
nuclear fuel. In the first test case of its kind, a Hamburg court ordered
a residential collective to pay the DM 312.50 they owe. The court recog-
nized that 370 Hamburg households had instituted the boycott as a matter of
conscience, but found the form of protest unauthorized under existing law.

MORE URANIUM FROM HARD-EATING BACTERIA

Rock-eating bacteria are being bred in a laboratory at the Brunswick
University of Technology. The object is to produce strains which eat

their way through phosphorite, the rock in which uranium seams are found.

If this goal is achieved, Professors Rolf Naeveke and Wilhelm Schwartz,

the microbiologists in charge, also hope to produce bacteria with a glutton=-
ous appetite for rocks with traces of chromium, mercury, tin and tuyngsten.
The reason is that conventional sources of these metals are also becoming
scarce.

SKAT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TO TAKE PLACE IN CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA

The International Skat Players Association has opted for the American West

in staging the first world championship of-the -most-popular of German card
games. Patroness of the event is Annemarie Renger, Vice President of the
Bundestag and Skat fan of long standing. Some 400 German players will meet
an equal number from Australia, Canada, Brazil, Holland, Belgium and France
in Anaheim, California, and Las Vegas, Nevada during the first two weeks in
November. The contestants qualified for the world championship by winning
fifteen series of international matches. The final composition of the German
team was determined by the elimination tournaments held on September 10 in
Duesseldorf, where the Grand Skat Prize of Germany was at stake.

GERMAN EXPRESSIONISM IS FEATURED IN NEW YORK

Goethe House New York has launched a fall program that is devoted to 'Aspects
of German Expressionism', the movement which dominated artistic life, notably
in Germany, during much of the present century's first quarter. All art forms
- theater, movies, literature, music and graphic arts -- were strongly influ-
enced by expressionism. In cooperation with New York and with City University,
Goethe House arranged 4 art exhibits, the showing of 18 silent films, 10 lec~
tures, four stage plays and two concerts. ,

I k)
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY NEWS @

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY REACTTON TO CAMP DAVID

EC reaction to the Camp David Conference sponsored by Pre-
sident Jimmy Carter, where Prime Minieter Begin of Israel
and Pregident Sadat of Egypt reached tentative agreement,
was expressed in a Statement iseued in Bruseels on Septenm-
ber 19, 1978, by Foreign Affaire Minieter Hans-Dietrich
Genscher of the Federal Republic of Germany. During the
present half year, he serves as President of the EC Coun-
eil of Ministers. His Statement follows:

o

The nine member countries of the European Community congratulate
President Carter on the considerable courage he showed in keeping

on course the meeting at Camp David between Sadat and Begin - and

on his having brought it to a successful conclusion. The EC also
commend President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin for the considerable
effort the two statesmen gave to the meeting.

For years now, the 'Nine' have championed a fair, .comprehensive

and lasting peace arrangement in the Middle East, on the basis of
Resolutions 242 and 338 of the United Nations Security Council.

The attitude of the Community was expressed with absolute clarity in
a statement by the Council of Europe of Junme 29, 1977. That resolu-
tion reflects the EC's unaltered position today. Against this back-
ground, the EC member countries welcomed President Sadat's initiative
in November of last year.

The nine member govermments hope the results of Camp David will prove
to have been a further gilant stride, a significant one, in the direc-
tion of a fair, all-embracing and permanent peace. They hope that
all involved will be in a position to participate in this development,
with the aforesaid goal in mind.

For their part, the 'mine' will bend all their efforts to support such
a peace arrangement.

GERMAN INFORMATION CENTER / 410 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK NEW YORK t0022
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LIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE -8- FRIDAY, FEBRUARY .7, 1978

RELIGIOUS LEADERS HAIL DECISION
OF OBERAMMERGAU ON PASSION PLAY

By Religious News Service‘(2—17-78)

NEWU YORK (RNS) -- Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders
have hailed the adoption of a revised version of West Germany's
Oberammc?gau Passion Play by the town council of the Bavarian village.

By a vote of 9-6 with two abstentions, the council decidad
(Feb. g) to use the 1750 text written by a Benedictine priest,
Father Ferdinand Rosner, rather than the 1850 script written by
a local parish priest, Father Josef Daisenberger, which has been
used for the past century.

Officials of the Americah Jewlsh Committce have expressed
concerns for years over the Daisenberger script, which they charged
was enti-Semitic because it emphasized the idea of ccllective guilt
of Jews in the death of Christ. The Rosner script sets forth the
view that all of humanity was implicated in the crucifixion, rather
than any one group.

Miles Jaffe of Detroit, chairperson of the Jewish Committee's
Interreligious Affairs Commissicn, had visited Oberammergau twice
during the past year to discuss the matter with other Jewish leaders
and the Oberammergau town council. He expressed satisfaction that
the Rosner version will be used the next time the play is presented,
in 1980.

At a press conference at the Jewish Committee headquarters,

Mr, Jaffe said, "I believe it is difficult for them {the residents of
Oberammergau) to understand how important that event, that decennial
event, is elsewhere in the world." He praised the town council for
giving up its century-old tradition and "taking upon itself the risk
of the new, the untried,"” in voting to use the Rosner version.

Dr. Eugene Fisher, executive director of the Office of Catholic~
Jewish Reclations of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops,
noted that his agency has been concerned about the Oberammergau play
and passion plays in general. Since the Oberammergau version "sets
the tone for passion plays elsewhere,” he said, the change becomes
"of great significance for us in the United States."

The Rev, Nathan H. VanderWerf, executive director of the
Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism of the National Council
'of Churches, noted that Christian-Jewish dialogues have increased
in recent yecars throughout the United States, and predicted
that the change in the Oberammergau play will be welcomed by
many grodps across the country.

Asked if the change in the Oberammergau p1a¥ would have a direct
iampact on other passion plays, Dr. Fisher said, "There's a whole world
of passion plays. Each onc would have to be looked at individually."
But he stressed that "the criteria at all times for® judging passion
play within our tradition should be the Gospel narratives.

0w PAGE -8-
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4P Religion writer

NFW YORK (AP)-U. S. Chrisitan and Jewish leaders Fridav hailed
a decision by the town council of Oberammergau, Germany, to
replace a script for the village“s world-famous passion rlavy that
has heen widely criticized as anti-Jewish with a fairer version.

It’s a step of “‘great sipniflcance ’’ said Fugene Fisher,
head of the U. S. Catholic Bishops” offica of Catholic-Jewish
Relations. “‘ve Join in congratulating the people of (berammergau
with great satisfaction and great joy.~

The U. S. religious representatives told a news conference at.

offices of the American Jewish:Committee that the Cteranmmergau g
town council voted Feb. B to substitute a theologically more -
accurate version for a text used for a century, and often assailed
as blased and anti-Senitic. oo

It portrayed the ’‘collective guilt of Jeus as the source of .;
the death of Jesus,”’ said Milas Jaffe of Detroit, head of the
AJC1l interreligious affairs connission, noting that the neuly
adoytnd version blames,the *‘human sin of nankind as a whole.’

It’s a thene all of us will be able to share,”” he said.
thrch representatiyes noted that a basic Christian concept is
the universal human responsibility for Jesus® death, and that
believers share in ‘the redemption only by recognizing their share
in that responsbility.

The Rev. Nathan H.Vanderwerf cf the National Council of
Churches including most major Protestant and Orthodox
denominations, said the change wauld be heartily welcomed by
Christians in this country.

“’As Christians, we must do whatever we can' to’ eliminate the
notion that Jews in any ccllectlve sense can be condemned for the
death of Jesus.$ he saxd. “This 1is theolc»icallv unacceptable
and untenabdle.” " . ]

Leaders of the AJC have conferred with Oberammergau officials
in the German Bavarian-village twice in the past year, last
August and again in Januwary, about the prodlem. It has caused
considerable ferment there as well as elsevhere, The play is
produced every 19 years, and draws thousands of visitors.

For the 1582 prodiaction, the town decided to abandon the
long-used text written in 1839 by a priest named Joseph Alois
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*Daisenberger, and to sutstitute a play written in 1759 by a

Benedictine monk, Ferdinand Rcsrer, the U.S. religious leaders
sald.
The Daisenberger script blares Jeds collectively for Jesus ‘s

death, vhile the Rosner script sees the sin of all humanity as "
responsible. « v b i, B t
' AP-NY-82-17 1519?5‘232 W By wet d -_._‘_ '
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“Phi=fielirior i1 the News, Acvz4,470
Léadw s '
¥or release °4 Fri Feh, 24 ;
"ty GFO.GF 4. COANFIL
“aP R=licion writer

NF% Y0RK (AP)-Fvel since medieval times, Christians have been
putting on ‘‘passion plays”‘--in churches, outdoor arenas,
seninaries and pudlic halls--about the crucifixion and
resurrection of Christ, some of them sound, others sirplistic,
distorted and villifying Jews.:

Put that anti-Semitic twist has been removed, religious
leaders say, from the biggest attraction of them all--the pession
rlav prodnced in-the little Bavarian village of Chberarmergau,
Germany. It has been 2 kind of vorld archetype of the genre.

Although drawing thousands from around the world, the play for
years has been criticized by many Pible scholars ard theoloz2ians,
both Jews and Christians, as falsifyirg fact and doctrine by
tlaning Jews collectively for the crucifixion of Jesus, himself a
Jew,

The substanial elimipnation of that element by the village’s
recent decision to substitute a different script was preised by U.
S. Christian and Jewish representatives as a broadly influertial
stFPp, setting a truer, fairer patterr for rassior Flavs.

The newlv chosen presentationr " “certers the resporsibilitv for
Christ‘s aeath wnere it should be--in the sir of all huranity,””’
says Bible scholar Tugene tisner, head of the U. §. Catrolac
“15hops Office of Cath011c Jewish Relations.

tie says the change gets rid of an _irternatiorally attended
portraval tQat for vears has been a rurveyor of prejudice erd
irjustice.”” He notes that the classic Christian concept is that
believers share in Christ’s redemption only as thev acknowledge
their part in his death.

The Cberanmergau play has been presented every 1€ years since
1554 when 1t first was perforaed tbo fulfill a vow rade during e
rlagne epidemic. Now a tourist attraction, 1t drew 500,000 from
113 countries in 1978.

fver the more than three centuries, at least fave different
versions have been used, but for the last 1€€ vears, the secrart
has been one vwritten by a priest named Joseth Aloics Deisenbereger
1r 1350, attributing Jesus” death to the Jews.

Efter drawn-out controversy about it and corsideratle village
fermenrt, the town council decided Feb. 8 to use for the 1982
groduction a 175@ text by a Eeredictine monk, Ferdinand Rosner,
ascribing Jesus’ death to universal human sin.

U.8S. Jewish, Catholic and Prptestant representatives last week
Jointly hailed the decision as a ““major step in censplidating .
the improved relatonships between Christians and Jews.””

Miles Jaffe of Detrolt, chairman of the Arericar Jewish
Comrittee’s Interrelizious Affairs Commission, from which a
deleration had twice in the last year conferred with village
leaders ebout the problem. emphaﬁlzed the change had been their
decision.

He sald it was made out of their conviction that the play
should reflect both their lonz, deeply held tradition and also
““the theme of love and good will which is the central teachine of
Christianity.”

Eni Adv PMs Irl Feb. 24, Sent--

AP-NY-02-17 232QESTY .
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Generally speaking, I am much concerned that the real intent of the
Oberammergau Passion Play, which 1s to serve religious awareness, not to

provoke confrontation, not be put in question by conflicts of any kind

whatever.

Sincerely yours,

(s) + Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
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ADL WlilashPassmn Play Changes

= New York (Spec)al) . Drasnc The ADL delegauon. led by Nat
_ changes’” will be made in the world  Kameby, chairman™of the national
‘famous Oberammergau Passion 'human relations agency's program
Play to conform with the 1974 Vat- _ commuittee, Rabbi Ronald B Sobel,
ican guidelines for Catholic-Jewish  Vice chairman, and Theodore
relations and *‘reconcile with the - Freedman, director of the program -
Jews without falsification of the _division, met with Oberammergau _
Bible ' - Mayor Ernest Zwink, other town "~
The announcement. made i an , leaders, and later in Rome discus-

Oberammergaunews release pub-
tions with the Jews

. They were assured by-r Father
Gorges Mejia, secretary of the

— the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zelmng and the Frankfurter
Rundschau — and the Cathohc

News Service credited the changes
the recommendations made by

legation of Anti-Defamation ADLm Oberammergauto Bishop

[~ League of B'nai B'rith leaders .

Herzog Sa s Arab Arms
Buildup Staggers Mind

which met with officials of the
Bavanan town last month
° Among the ADL suggestionis *
being followed are-

An expanded prologue explicitly-
stating that the Jéws are not to be

Jesus’ death revision or elimina-
lery than the United States,almost

as many tanks, double the air
- power of NATO and three times
that of the People's Republic of
China, according to Chaim Her-

: zog, Israel’s representative to the
United Nations 2

- an unnecessanly harsh way, and
< the addition of Jews calling for the
- release of Jesus to the highly emo- ,
. honal scene in which the masses
call for his death..

The changes; announced by
Hans Maer, a 52 year old Oberam-  The “‘ominous question which
mergau woodcutter who 1s the arses;”’ he said, *“is what are they
newly elected director- of the Pas-  armung themselves for?"

' “sion Play, will be made in the 1980 = Addressing the 65th anniversary
production dinner of the Anti-Défamation
The play, put on for 12 months League of B’na1 B’nith at the Plaza

every decade for the past 3[!) years, Hotel, A mbassador Herzog
has been cnticized by Jews and Wamned that the Arabs’ ‘‘obsession

..Chnstans alike as ant- Scrrnnc , with the acquisition of seemingly

o — i

New York (Special) — By 1980,
the Arab states will have more artil-

Carl B. Flugel, Regensberg, %l_lld- -
Jos=ph Ratzmger, ”& -

Cardinal
Munich, both in Bavara .
Kamerny said that Mayor Zwink -
and other Oberammergau town of-
ficials, while
about the
Council’s 1965 **Declaration on

the Relation of the Church to -
sed the meetings with members of .. Non-Chnstian Religions,’’ seemed ™~
"hshed n two German newspapers - the Vatcan Commission on Rela- ™ unfamibar with the 1975 Vaucan * °

Guidelines which were adupted tu
implement it .~
The Guidehnes, fol]ow-mg the

'_i
=
%

-

knowledgeable ~
Second Vatican'

Commussion, that he would give principlesof the Declaration which

said “‘neither all Jews indiscnme '

Continued on Page 20

limitless weapons of destruction ’

should be a source of concern not

only to Israel
Declanng that the massive arms

transacnons dunng the past year °

*‘exceed all previous records,” he

added that *‘there seems to be no ___

end n sight *’

He gave the following examples: - _
0O Orders placed by Arab states

since 1977 for arms to be supphed
by 1980 amount to $35 billion so far,
of which $24 bilhon has been ex-
pended by Saudi Arabia alone,

0O The volume of Saudi military
orders since 1977, even without the
recent purchase of F-15's from the

Contmued on Page 22 .
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Cberawrersau, 17,71 1978

—

Hans Schwazgznofer

Zgaase 12

Karchsg
8103 OberarmerLzw

American Jewish Comnittee
Instaitute of Human Relations

165 Last 55 Street
New York, NY
ire Walliam S. Trosten

Sehr geehrter Herr Trosten!

Nach unserem letzten Telefongesprach habe ich mat
Herrn Dr. Fink und anschlielend mat dem Vorstand
der Arbeibsgemeinschaft Ihren Vorschlag nach Ober-
ammergau zu kommen, um mit dem Gemeinderatv oder mit
der Bevolkerung zu sprechen, beraten.
Alle Beceilagten fanden diesea Gedanken auszezeich-
net und haoven 1hn grunds«tzlich pefuruvortet.
Auf Grund der augenblicklichen Situation waren sie
Jjedoch der [ieinunzg, man sollte den Termin fiur die-
ses Gesprach avf den Herbst verlegen und gut vorbe-
reiten.
Vorgeschlagen wurde, ein Symposium einzuberufen, dem
1 kKatholischer Theologe (vielleicht Herr Pfarrer San-
ders) 1 evanzelischer Theologe und IZxpersen von Ihrer
Seiive sovie der Regionalbischof Schuarzenbock angeho-
ren.
Die Herren sollten in kurzen Statements zu den wiehti-
gen Passions- und Textproblemen vor der Bevolkeruag
Stellung nehmen und daruber diskutieren.
Eine Einladung wvurde von der Arbeitsgemeinschaft vor-
bereitet, vorbereitende Gesprache mit den bevreffenden
Herren konnten von Dr. Fank sowie auch von der Arbeits-
gemeinschaft eingeleitet werden.

~ Dies vare der Vorschlag der Arbeitsgemeinschafte.

s D e




Der neue Spielleiter, Hans Malef, hat 1n einer Zei-
tungsnotaz, die ich beilege, "wesentliche Lnderungs-
absichten" am Daisenbergertext bekanntgegeben. Schein-
bar sind 1hm die Schvieraigkeiten, die dabei eanvreten,
nicht in vollem Umfange bekannt d.h., dal diese Ab-
sicht eine Neuschopfung bedeuten muflite, die nicht ge-
wollt ist.

Der Textbearbeiter verhalt sich bis zur Stunde anonym.
Das Ergebnas wird sich von dewTextstreichung 1970 si-
cherlich niacht iresentlich unterscheiden.

Als Gruandlage soll der Ihnen bereits zugegangene, schon
mit Streichungen versehene Text verwendet werden.
Inwievelit die 'Anta-Diffamation-Liga' nach ihrem Besuch
in Oberammergau auch mit Kardinal Ratzinger ins Gesprsch
kam, ist nicht bekannt geworden. |

Die Herren wollten auch versuchen, uber den Hl, Stuhl
in Rom eine Nachracht an Kardinal Ratzinger zu vermit-

telne.

Im Bayere Rundfunk kam gestern,i16. Mai - 18.20 Uhr,

eine lleldung von einem internationalen Kongrel christ-
lich-judascher Zusammenarbeit in Wien, von dem aus eine
Demonstration i1n Oberammergau geplant i1ist. Amerikanische
Baischofe und judische Organaisationen iienden sich an die
Reiseveranstalver und an die Fluzlinien, Oberammergau
nxcht 1n Thr Programm aufzunehmene.

Die lleldungen uber Textbearbeitung des Daisenbergertextes
sind fadenscheiniz, denn im Gemeainderat trurde daruber bis
Jetzt noch nicht beraten.

Mit freundlichen Grulen
verbleibe ich
IThr

MY P AT PR T L0
(Hans Schwalghofer)
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JArbeltsgemeinschaft’ mit Resolution
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- und Boykott-Warnung zur Spielvahl

Oberammergau (us) — Sollte der
neue Gemeinderat die Auftuhrung
der Daisenberger-Passion 1980 be-

.schbefBlen, werden die Mitgleder
der ,Arbeitsgememnschaft Pas-

» s510n", von denen die Rosner-Pro=

be getragen wurde, ihre Mitwir-

> kung , verwe:gern. Das ist der

Kém emsr Resolution, die nun
nach* emstimmuger Genehmigung
durch etwa 100 anwesende Mit-
glieder an den Gemeinderat geht
AuBerdem wurde angekundigt,
daB an der Rosnér-Passion wei-
tergearbeitet werde, um die In-
_szemerung zu vollenden

Auf kurzfristige Einladung der
Arbeitsgemeinschaft waren uber

o

100 Mutglieder gekommen, um
sich uber die Ereigmsse der letzs
ten-Wochen zu informieren Re-
form-Spielleiter Hans Schwajgho-
fer verlas dazu die Antwort des
wAmerican Jewish Comitee", un-
terzeichnet von Rabbiner Marc H
Tannenbaum, an die Gemeinde l
bzw, an die ,Burgerimhative“
auf emen Wahlkampfbrief veén
Werner Notz. In diesem sechs-
seitigen Schreiben stellt Tan.nen—- '
baum die grundsatzhiche Stellung-
nahme der judischen amerikam-
schen Kirche klar

Es wurde darin auf emne einge-
hende Analyse des Daisenberger-
Textes vor 1970 verwiesen, die

ergeben habe, dafl dieses Spiel
eine tief emngefleischte negative
Eawnstellung gegenuber der judi=
schen Religion und dem judischen
Volk widerspiegele, emne Einstel-
Jlung, ,die durch gewisse christli-
che Tradntmnen konservxert wor-
den ist“

Weiterhin konnte Schwaighofer
. den Text emer ,Monitor“-Sen-
dung vom 28 Marz, die AuBcrun=-
.gen von Kardinal Ratzinger im
Munchner Presseclub, den Wort~
laut der E‘ernssehs.em:h.u:rer aus dem
Kath Tagebuch, die Auﬂenmsren
von Bundesprasident Scheel ber
der ,Woche der Bruderlichkeit®,

(Fortsétzung ubernachste Seite)

.
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it Resaﬂmn@m und Boykott ...

Fortsetzuno ‘

emnen Aifsatz von Professor Zicg-
ler aus Mainz muit dem Tifel nPas-
§10 nova 1 Obéfammdigau zwi-
schen rehigiosem Volksspiel und
rt.hgxosem Festspiel® und  ver-
" schiedenc Gespra&scr«cbmase be-

kanntgeben s

Interessant waren auch die
Auszuge aus ,Nostra aetate* (II
Vatikanisches Konzil), die das
Verhaltms von Christen und Ju-
den beleuchiten und den Stand-
punkt der kathohschen Kirche
klarlegen

-  Schwaighofers grav:erendste
Aussage war, dal Professor Fort-
"ner, Dr, Fink vnd er selbst sch
klar daruber seien 428 die Ros-
ner-Passion vollendet werde d h
_daB auf der Basis dér aufgezeiglen
Verbessemngsmdglwl_l_kexten wel-
ter gearbeitei werde und dafl be-
reits i M.1 eme Arbeitssitzung
stattfinde .

—— e — = - - —_— - =

Als .,erschu:temd“ bezeichneteX
es Schwaighofer, duf bei Fuhrun- '
gen 1mm Passionstheater den Bé-
suchmn auf Anfiage nur dcz Dai-
senbergerte:s.t von 1870 vorgelegt
werde Auf die Frage nach dem
Rosnertex{ weide abo nur die
Antwort ertellt ,Den konnen Sie
sich auf dem Mullplatz suchen “

Die Resolution der Arbeitsge-
meinschaft, die son der Ver-
sammlung ochne Gegenstimme an-
genommen wurde, lautet

n»Aus folgenden Grunden lehnt
die Arbeitsgemeinschatt eine Auf-
fubrung des Daxsenbergertextes
1980 ab

1 Das Daisenbergerspiel :st mn
literarischer Hinsicht dem Rosner-
text wert unterlegen

2 '‘Der Daisenbeigertext ent=
spricht zudem nicht den Forde-
rungen des IT' Vatikanischen Kon-
zils und kann ihnén auch nicht
angepalBt werden Enc Uberarber-

tung kame emer Neuschopfung . '

gleich 5

3 Die Rosnmp:‘obe hat bew.o-
sen, daB diese Fassung sowohl
vom Text als auch von der Insze-
nieiung wertwus starher st als
das Daisenbergerspiel

4 Die Warnungen von aullen,
von der katholischen und evange-
lischen Knche, von der judischen’
Seite und den Mas<enmedien kon--
nen am Intelesse Oberammergaus
nicht ubergangen weiden £ g

Sollte der RosnerbeschluB den-
noch umgestofen werden, so wer-

[REY

"den die Mitgheder der Arbeitsge- -

memschaft von thfem demokrati-
schen. Recht Gebrauch machen,
eune Sache die nicht uberzeust
(Daisenbergerfassung) und die
nich Ansich! der Arbeitsgemern-
schaft nur Nachteile fur Ober-
ammergau brningt- mcht zu-unter -
stutzen, d h Autgaben mcht zu
ubernehmen “

S el s e gy

1
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RPacsionsspicl-Raetorm verworien
Neuer Oberammergauer Gemeinderat enischicidel sich fur den umstrittenen Daisenberger-Text

Vonunserem Redaktronsmitglicd Hannecs Buiger

Oberammergau 4 Ma — Mil emem Dringlhichhedsantrag hat die Monheil dos newen Ge- -
meimderais bereits i der erston der kenstitiners adon Sitzungg dic Fabsehoeun,g [ d 6 Passtons-
spiel 1980 zugunsten der herkimmlichen umstutienon D usenbeiger=I assing getroflen Ohne
weltere Beratungen wurde damit — wie mm Wahlikamipl angekundigl == vom Anhdh, ues Lur-
germesters Ernst Zwink der Beschluf des alten Gememderals auigchoben, 1950 cine erncucrle

P R
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Insremerung der batocken Passio Nova von Ferdinand Rosner dulzsuluhren

Das Thema stand nmicht auf der Tagesoidnune,
o< war gegenuber Presseveiirelein fun den 8
Mai angekundigt worden Der Antiag wunde un=
ter dem Punkt ,,Anfliagen” aus den Reihen des
Gemeinderats emgebiacht Die dus einem unge-
mein hatten Kommunalwahlkampf hervoige=
ganeone Mchrhal von 12 su 5 Silzen [ur cic

Dasenborper=Narter™ hat mit diescr Uberium-
pulung don jalirelaniren Quercion im Passions=
spicldorf cine neue Wende gegeben

Der Konfhikt durfte allerdings erst seinem Ho-
hepunkt zulreiben, da angesichts del antisemiti=
schen Stiuktur des Daisenbel ger-Spiels well-
weile judische und chuistliche Protesie 7u ci=
warten sind Die Arbeitsgemeinschall Passion®,
der die meistén Mitwiurkenden der Reformprobe
und dem Rosner-Spiel im Jthie 1977 und damit
wichtige Spielerpersonlichkeiten angehoren, hat
kurzlich angelkcundigi, sie werde eine Daisenber-
ger-Auffubrung nicht untersiutzen und keine
Aufgaben ubernehmen Ein Gemeindet at hat in-
wischen eime Imitithive angfehaundil  wonach
geeignete Spiclel aus dem Dol vom Getmmeinde-

Zwinlk: ,,Nup cin Bichan Ghorarholon®

rat mil Rollen beaultiagt und ber Ablchnung
gnz von déi Mitwinkun + am Passionsspicl aus-
geschlossen werden sollun

Veitreter der Gemeinder atsmehi heit um Bur-
rermeister Zwink begiundeten 1hie Entschei=
dung hu das Daisenberyper-Spicl mit dem Willen
der Qberammoer ganer Bansc1, den man Zu re=
speklicren habe Dan hiell Gememndorat Helmut
IMischer (CSU) enlgegen, <3 mil massiven Be-
emflussungen und Talsachenveidrchungen, spe=
zicll beir der Andiohung wittschafthicher Folgen
emner Reform, dieser sogenannte Burgerwille
ei1st erzeugl worden sel ,Man kann die Vélant=
worlung jeizt mcht einfach den BuTtgewn in die
Schuhe schicbun, die man zuvor nichi sachlich
aulgeklait hat*

Immeirhin hatte nicht nur die reformbereite
Minderheit in Oberammergau geraten, sich vor
emner Anderung des Gemeinderatsbeschlusses
fur Rosner noch grundlich mit den Argumenten
det Daisenberge1i-Gegner  auscinanderzuscizen
und die uber das Dot hinowsgrcidenden iSonse=
guunzen 2u uberdenken

L

Nach der Reformpiobe 1977 hatte dev fun
Obeiammergau  zuslandize Rovwonalbischof
E1mz Schwazenbock gesagl cin Weg zuruck zu
Dai~énber o1 seq micht mehi vor €tellbm Und det
Fazbischel von Munchen und Iesing Kaidinal
Rat=metr hatle hutzlich ve1lauten lassen, das
Mmimum das er von den Oberammelgauern er-
watle sorome Anpassung des Daiscnborger=Tox=
tes an dic Boesehusse des Zwaten Vatihanischen
Konzils (k1klavung ubet die Tucen) Bugeimei-
ster Zwank hat da otfenbat andere Vorste Hungen,
denn er stellte Tedighch 1 Ausscht, man wolle
das Dasenberger-Spiel ,,ein lifichen uberaiber-
ten"

D Amontk imsche Tudische Komidee (AJC)
hotte dapoen buads i Fobia m emem Bricf
an Butgeimeister Zwink deuthch géinacht, wel-
che grundsatzlichen Cinwande von den duich
Daisenbei gers Stuck betiofiencen Juden erhoben
werden  Wir konnen nicht stark genug betonen,
daB der Aussage ber Daisenbeirger das Thema
der Kollektin sehuld der Tuden am Tocdle Jesu su-
grunde heet schiweb der Nationaldireklor des
AJC, Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum,

genkommission hatte nach der letzten hait um-
kampflten Daisenbergér-Auffuhtung 1970 alle
historischen und theologischen Einwande gefen
divses Phacannsspiel detaillicrt susammengaiallt
und anhand von Bewspielen aus Text und Dar-
slellung emme eindeutig antyudische Tendenz
nachgewiesen Wie sich aus der Sitzrung vom
Mittworh nun €i1gab 1st diese Studie vom Dai-
sunborpcr-Anhang offenbar nicht sur Kenninis
renommen woirden Burgeimeister Zwink mein=
te vor da Abstimmung |, Die neuen Gemeinde=
Lale b inchen diese Studie nieht zu kennen *
Noch im Apuil hatten sich die Gescllschafien
fur chustlich-judische  Zusammenarbeit von
Munchen, Augsbuig und Regenshbuig sich in ei-
nem Appell an die Obeiamme: gauer Bevolke-
rung gewandt Daber waien vor allem die Ver-
antw o1 tlichen 1m Dot [ gebeten woiden, ,,deh le-
bendigen und selbstkriticehen Thalar® HSa= van

Die Veaitieler der judh ke Rohpien hicfion
auen homon Zwarel o mea Awalasua, daly
der Konlhktpunal nicac in ¢ahimen antgud  one
Ausdiruchen lie,t dic 1w ne 1 oataen hoooe,
sondein im dram ui Zistan Ausd Lo Daiscns-
bergar L Esistunsere Auli.s vy a i nci e o=
atbeitung wedel Socidhunasen auch XKonccktio-

1en und di unatucfsehin s dicse (oben o= |

nannte) Talsache uoetac cnen honncn she D=
senberFer=Version witd mounsciom Lande =
met als ein Ausdrudes anlisemidsonel
geschon und als solener abgelehnt werden

Darufbhm hatte die Tinpermmbiabive in Obetr-
anunerau, die unbon Lo tur das Dosenbeyror-
Spuc L 1980 ettt o comen 13 1 bbb T mnons=
Daum belebat, Ktk mu <C auch beziundet sein
Mann wunsche duitch wy, bis Anfang Ma cie
jucischen Voistellungen und EKntukpunkic su
hoien Denn ;Wi konnén nui Knitik berucks-
sichtigen, die uns mitgeteut wad *

Dic gewunschiten , Kuitihpunkie® iepren Licilich
seit acht Jahren ym Obuiammergauer Rathaus
schriftlich vor Eine cluistlich=judische Lheolo=

Getuble |

Juden und Chitsten uber die Glaubensfiage des
Kicuses zustande gekommen sel, nicht ,durch
ubeiholle Finserhigketlen® zu <ol dirden 1
P isvionsspicl wind heute unaullubibar, wenn ¢s
mit dem Lewden des Menschensolines nicht
Schuld und Schicksal der Ménschen zum Aus-
diuck bringt ™ )

Der Gemeinderat Tdel in Ober immeigau hine
gegen meinie, Antiscmilismus sl an politisches
Thcna, und die Judcn soliten <ich die Frage
siellen, ob es ful sie gul sci ,sicn 1 chnsthct_ac

‘Glaubensfiagen  cisumischens  (Siche auch
Leitarikel aul Seite ¢)
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Kein Hahn wurde nach dem Gezank unfer
dem Xirchturm von Oberammergau krahen,
wenn die volkstumliche Darstellung der Passion
Jesu Christr nichts weiter v ure als naives Doré-
theater Dies 1st sie aber laiisst nicat mehr — aus
verschiedenen Grunden, deren Kiimuheiung aus
dem Oberammergauer Passionsspiel emen Pla-
zedenzfall und Prestigestreit+werden lieB Die
jungste Entscheidung des Gemeinderates yn dem
5000-Seelen-Dorf, emne bereits beschloss Re-
form des Passionsspiels wieder zu, verwerfen,
durfte denn auch Konsequenzen haben die weit
uber den Ammergauer Dorfanger hinaus pohh-
schen Arger verursachen werden

Dazu 15t in Ermnerung zu rufen, daB das

' Oberammergauer Passionssplel auf emmem Ge-

lubde des Jahres 1634 basierend 1m Lauf semner
'fast 350jahrigen Tradition mehr'und mehr zu e1-
nem kommunalen Wirtschaftsfaktor und zu ei-
ner oberbayerischen Touristenatiraktion gewor-
'den 1st Dank emer geschickten Weibung zicht
das wohl bekannteste Pass:onsspiel der Welt alle
zehn Jahre rund eine halbe Million Besucher in
das groBe Freilichtthcater In der Fremdenvel-
kehrswerbung fur Bayern und die Bundesrepu-
blik 1n Ubersee gehoit Oberammergau mn die
Reihe solcher Begnife wie Komgsschlosser,
‘Bayreuth, Hofbrauhaus und Oktoberfest -

Dies 1st der eine Grund dafur, daB man im

. Konfliktfall mcht mehr so tun kann, als handle

es sich um eme kuriose gemeindewmterne Ange-
legenheit auf der Theaterbuhne gelubdetreuer
Holzschmtzer 1m Ammertal Der andere Grund;
der das Passionsspielthema uherregional inter-

“éssant macht, 1st die Tatsache, dal sich mn den

letzten zwanzig Jahren, speziell seit dem I Va-
tikanischen Konzl, zwischen Juden und Cor-
sten eme Verstandigung angebahnt hat, die fast
2000 Jahre l2ng nicht vorstellbar erschien Dazu
gehort zum einen die Ruckbesinnung auf die ge-
meinsame Wurzel 1n der Brbel und zum andeiren
die wassenschaftlichere, sormt emotionslosere
Aufarbeitung der Konfliktstoffe um dic zu-

. nachst innerjudische ,Glaubensspaltung® in Ju-

den mosaischen Glaubens und 1n Judenchiisten

Der schwierigste Punkt in diesem Schmitl-
punkt der judischen und chrnisthichen Reli-
gionsgeschichte 1st zweifellos die Einordnung
von Jesus Chnistus in die judische Messiasge-
schichte,' se'ne Beurteilung durch die religiosen
Autoritaten seiner Zeit, seme Verurteilung in ci-
nem komplizierten ProzeB8-Wechselspiel und
schlieBilich seine Hinrichtung durch die 10omische
Besatzungsmacht Die kontroverse, emotionsges

. ladene und oft polemische Darstellung dieser ge-

meinsamén Historie zweler grofer Rehgionen
hat sowohl Christenverfolgungen verursacht, als
auch — und dics vor allem — das reliziose
Grundmotiv oder das wallkommene Alib fur die

Ein Passionsspiel als Politikum

» VON HANNES BURGER -

= —

Unterdruckung und Vernichtung yon Juden im
christlichen Abendland abgegcben

Diese leidvolle E:fahrung ist das fur viele
Menschen unverstandliche Motiv des Karrpfes,
den religiose Autontaten des Judentums gegen
die wertere, unkntische Verbreitung einer , judi-
schen Kollektivschuld am Gottesmord ¢ fuhren
Nach ‘der Koirektur der offizzellen kirchlichen
Verhundigung ruckten halbrehigiose Pub’itkums-
veranstaltungen wie Passionsspiele in den Blick=
punkt Da aber Oberammergau das in der Welt
behannteste Passionsspiel mit den grofter Zesu-
cherzahlen auffuhrt, lag es fur die 1n ghe, 21 Sa-
che engagieiten Juden nahe, hier den Modellfall
fur cine auf Verstandigurg ziclende Reform zu
suchen Als von der Inierpretation 1hier elgenen
Fehimonsgeschichte Mitbetrotfene kann man -
nen deshalb nicht Emnmischung in fremace Ange-

legenherten vorweifen AuBerdem teilen christ-f !

Iiche Instansen 1b1 & Emnwande.

Nachder die ab 1960 im Dorf intensiv betrie-
benen Reformbemuhungen durch Ruckznff auf
ein alteres, barockes Passionsspiel aus ae. Ober-
ammergauer Tradition 1968 am Geme:nderat ge-
scheitert waren, gab es bereits zum Passionsspiel

:1970 weltw eite Proteste Die Interveniion Roms

wurde von Kardinal Dopfner mit dem beruhi~
genden” Hinwets auf emne in Auftrag gegcbene
Uberarbeitung des kritis.erten Textes beantwor-_
tet, die zber von den Oberammergatieir micht
ernstgenommen wurde Dopiner verwcigerte
mnnen daraufhin erstmals die kirchen-offlzielle
Anerkennung Die Boykottmafinahmen judi-
scher Organisationen in Amerika fuhrten zu er-
heblichen Schaden fur die Lufthansa und deut-
sche Relseveranstalter "

In der heutigen S tuation 1st die Oberammer-
gauer Entscherdung noch weit mehr ein Politi-
kum Die Juden lassen kénen Zwreifzl daran,
daB die Herausforderung fur sie ernst .st, die
chrstlichen Kirchen konnen und wollen welt-
weite Verstandigungsbemuhungen zwischen den
Religionen nicht durch die kommetiziellen Inter-
essen sorgloser Dortpolitiker gefahrden lassen
Fur die Politk aber stellt sich die Frage, oh,
nicht emne intemationale Debatte uber Antisenu-
tismus 1n Westdeutschland heute mehr Schaden
fur den ,hafilichen Deutschen® anrichten kann,
als man einem solch unpolmschen Nebenschau-
platz zutraut v '

Nachdem die Erfahrung von 1970 verhegt und
eine spielbare Alternative in Oberammergau
vorliegt, durfte der nachste Konfl'kt hai ter wer-
den als der letzte Und in e'rer internationalen
Ausemandersetzung uber Antisemitismus wer-
den der Burgermeisier und der Pfarrer von
Oberammergau nicht mehr die pohitisclen und
kirchlichen Gespirachspartner sein, die 1n der
SchuBhmie stenen Auspaden mussen cs andere.
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Rudiger Stolze: Das Echo von Oberammergau ’722 05"’f,?{2'99
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7
Man wollte es eigentlich bis zuletzt nicht glauben: daB die o
Gemeinde Oberammergau allen Erfahrungen, allen Ratschldgen und all&
VWissen zum Trotz am alten Passionsspiel festhalten wiirde. Jetzt hat
der Gemeinderat mit dem BeschluG: auf ein2 Reform des Passioncspiel
{
- auf der Basis der vorliegenden Arbeiten und Versuche zu verzichten,

- t
auch gegen sein Gewissen verstoBien. Mehrheit schutzt vor Torheit

- ' -

[N

nicht. ) ‘ ;¥ v
2 '

Harte Vorte, verehrte Horer, in der Tat. Aber die Oberammergauer

3

werden noch mehr i1n dieser Richtung zu horen bekommen. Zu Recht, wa:

LA |

ych meine. D1e fachlage ist namlich einzigartig: Die Kirchturm-

politik aus dem Holzschnitzerdorf, falls man das, was geschehen ist

o

uberhaupt noch als solche bezeichnen kann, erregt weltweltea IulseP

Hatte sich das Drama von Cberammergau so oder ahnllch woandeqs
; : A
abbgsplelt konnte man es bestenfalls als Provinzposse zu den Akten

legen. Aber Qberammergau 15t anders. Es war durchaus eine Lelstung
seiner Burger und der Gemeinde, daB sich das SplelJvom Leiden und
dem Tod Jesu Christi zu einer weltbekannten Attraktion entwickelte.
Doch damit stieg auch die Verantwortung, und derrkonnen sich Jétzt
die Oberammergaver nicht mehr entziehen. Sie betrifft nicht nur

.—-51€& _selper, sondern auch unser Land das Verhaltnis der chrlst1nﬂh
-—.._,.______________.__ == _____..--—' _‘H‘-
~~und-gjudischen Rel;g;pggg“ggg;gggger und das Ansehen, das wir, die
a2
’ dggfiﬁ;g_glgﬂgle_ﬂhassllahgn Deutschen" verschrieen sind, in der
e
n T T~

Welt gen*essen.

Deshalb waren die Oberammergauer, von wem auch 1mmer, schlecht
~ beraten, sich nicht um die Meinung von auBlerhalb zu kummern. Die

Réformgegaer fuhrten neben dem Einwand, die vorliegenden Versuche

~

seien schon zu sehr Kunstspiel und ,zu weit vom Empfinden der

Bevolkerung entfernt, immer wieder wirtschaftliche Argumeﬁte ins

-~

-~y

DA A
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e1ntreten, wenn die alte Fassung dle nach den WOrten des |
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‘wurde man das Passionsspiel ﬁndern meinten sie, kamen wenlger

Zuschauer ans, Dorf. Aber schon Jetzt vorauszusehen: Genau das wird .

(_:f"“sl*-s'g _
Burgermeisters nur]bear eltet werden soll, gespielt w1rd. 13970

riefen Judische Organlsathnen Zu einem dekott der Oberémmergader
| -
Passion auf., Viele Besucher,!vor allem aus den USA, mieden

"3. -
daraufhin Auffuhrungen und den Holzschnitzerort. Auch dle

4 |.

ha*hollsche erche ging auf Dlstanz. Sie versagte 1970 den . 1
Oberammergauern und ihrem Splel g;e klrchllch-offlzlelle
Anerkennung. Wichts spricht afur - und nach den Jetzt erlebten‘

Pntwm!lungen und Entscheldungen erst recht - . daB 51ch daran etwas

andern w1rd. Daruberhlnaus gibt es aCtherlgk81ten im elgﬂnen hauo.

. Vlele Bur“er, die zum Mltsplélen berechtigt und fahlg 51nd

i i

verwelge“n der alten Fassung[kunftlg Engagement und Mltarb31£’

Muﬂ“

‘Doch neben dlesen, das Dorf unmittelbar betreffenden Problemen,

|
steht die ubergeordnete Thematlk Dle allgemeine Dlsku551on uber -

Mogllchkelten und Grenzen deT Pa551onssp1els uberhaupt und die ,

i

* Behandlung des Vorwurfs, dafl.die Juden am Tode Christi alleln

s . | §
,chuld seien. i | X .- ’ = v

L5
i

Der Havarenerstll der alten Passung ist nlcht mehr zeltgemaﬁ. Mlt
I

‘“‘der Re?ormlnszenlerung fand elne Entperson1¢121erung statt Gelz,

| .
Ha3, das Bose schlechthuin, {worden als Allegorien dargestellt heln

‘Zwelfnl dafl dies den Elnwanden der Juden entgegenkommt und auch

den Fordérungen des 2. Vatikdnlschen Konzils entsprlcht Die
Oberammergauer hlngegen wollen 1hre Zukunft mat den Fragwurdlgkelter

aus der Vergangenheit gestalten, an’ der, soviel sel noch vermerkt
E
das Pasqlonssplel‘nbwﬁgﬂne auch immer wieder verqndert wurde.‘

Rasche Klarhelt solle geschaffen werden, begrundeten die Gemeinda-

¢

rate Jhren uberraschenden Drlngllchkeltsantrag - damit exne ,

Borunlgung unter der Bevolkerung eintratt. in Oberammergau mag s nu

vritharar vsrdean. 1n Aar Mad annﬁ ca1ra Pameas ah o r‘nc:‘-' TH Aee-w TaAl-
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" bet- und Gesangbuchs divnen wolln

Es 1st booindruckend zu sclicn, in welch
Ciclfaliger Wuse die verschiedunen
Gaben ducsem Anlicgen diensibar ge-
macht werden

Aber wic schon gesagt ,Liebe® —
Liebe zur Sache, aber wohl auch Liebe
zur Kirche und thren Ghiedern mn den

: ™

Gemuinden, dic nun mit GOTIT I OR
Tchen kdnnen gollen -- L Lacbe macht
erfinds isch?™

* Werkbuh 2um GOTTI ST OB, Band I bis
VII Hersusgegebon im Auftrag der Kom-
mustion fur dos Finheitsgesangbuch von
Josel Seulfert untor Mitwirkung von Ru-
pert Beiger Giintar Duffier und Frhud
Quach. Verlar Heuder, Freiburg-Bascl-
Wien 1975—1978

 Passio nova® in Oberammergau
zwischen religiosem Volksspiel
und n‘eﬂngwsem ]Fﬂsitsme]l

-a
RRLE

Ein D:shuSsmns]Jeatra 2 aus pastoraler Sicht (l) Lk .

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Josef Georg Ziegler, Mamz
penrcippe f - lath - Sttt zﬂm\?i}?«{.z ucz

Am 13 August 1977 waren die Ennwoh-
ner Onerammergaus zu einer Probeauf-
fuhrung der ,Passio nova" eingeladen
Dadurch sollte ithnen ein Vergleich mit
dem bisherigen Passionsspiel ermig-
licht und die Urteilshildung erleichtert
werden Es folgten noch sechs Auffuh-
rungen An der Auffuhrung am 17 8
konnte ich teilnehmen Ich befand mich
auf der Ruckfahrt von der Vertretung
einer Pfarrei, die ich auf Anforderung
seit nunmehr 25 Jahren irgendwo je-
weils im Juli/August Gbernchme, um
als Moraltheologe die Theone an der
Praxis zu uberpriifen! Kurz vorher
sah 1ch ber den Salzburger Festspielen
H v Hofmannthals ,Jedermann®, Da-
durch boten sich Vergleichsmighichker-
ten an

Das Passionsspiel in O'.herammergau
erlangte du-ch seine Resonanz, die sich
nicht auf Deutschland und sogar Euro-
pa beschrankte, den Rang eines welt-
weaiten Ereigmisses Es fiberschntt in
seiner Wirkung den orthichen wie auch
den kirchlichen Rahmen Diescs Kom-
pliment mull man machen Die vor al-
lem vor zehn Tahren vorgcbrachten an-
tisemitischen Querclen; die bis zur Auf-
forderung vu~ Boykott eskolierten &n
dern nichts an dieser Tatsache Sie un-
terstreicher s » viclmehr

Aul das gemetnso & cluesttiche In-
teresse vetwcist die offiziclle Aufe-
rung, die OKR H Greifenstein, der Lei-
er des Rele-ates fur Kuche und Kunst
m evangelisch-luthenschen I andeskn-
henamt in Munchen, wveroffenthicht
al?* Dan.ch sollte sich nicht nur die
atholisune Kirche, sondern auch die
thr arn Hinbhick aul die Passionsspiele
onetlich  vaburdene*  evangelische
tiche mach <ciner Ansicht  moralisch
tark fur dun newen Weg v o lren
umal er ein bre tes zushiminendos Feho

e

ol
in Presse und 1n den ‘Medien_ ggfunden &
hat" Lobend wird die ,Freiheit von
jeglicher auch nur leisen Anflug von
Antisemilismus®  hervoirgehoben, ab-
schwachend ,emnec Diskrepanz zwischen
hoch kunstlerischer Inssenicrung und
volkstumlicher Textfassung" vermerkt

Katholische Jarchenamtliche Stel-
lungnahmen tun sich als unmittelbarer
Betroflene schwer. Die Entschewdung
iber das Passionsspiel hegt ausschhefi-

_hch be' der kommunalen Gemeinde, die

e in eigener Verantwortung durch-
fuhrt Sicherlich wurde 1949 vom Erz-
bischof von Munchen die missio canoni-
ca erbeten und erlcilt Aber der derzeit
zustandige  Regionallnschof  Franz
Schwareenbock, der sich dic Pioleauf-
fihrung ebenfalls am 17 & angesihen
hat, wird wohl keine offizielle Stellung-
nahme abgeben * Dassclbe gilt vom
Ortspfarrer Josef Foistmayr Zwar ha-

. ben Pfarrer und Plarrgemecinderat An-

fang Februar 1976 fur das alte Spicl vo-
tiert Das vorgeschlagene neue Spiel
tendiere zu sehr in Richtung eines rehi-
giosen  Festspieles wie |, Jedermann®
oder Caldeions ,Das groBe Weltthea-
ter”, Der Plarrer beeilte sich indes, sein
Volum als die personliche Meinung ei-
nes Burgers von Oberammergau 7u de-
klanieren Wenn man alletdings liest,
c€al jewals vor den Auffuhrungen der
Pfarrer nut den Spaclern das Vaterun-
ser gebetet hal, scheint die Untettrer-
bung der pfarrgemendlichen  und
pfarclichen Stunm thgabe mohr dot au-
genblicklichen Situation als dem fahti-
sthen Gewicht Rechnung zu tragen
Jedes Passionsspicl st zunachst ein
religioses Treigrus Daruma hat es not-
wendigerwense auch eine pastorcle Se-
te Vorwiegend unter diesem scelsor-
geilichen Aspekt und  wemger  von
kunstlenselien oder asthetischen Ce-

suhit punlkten, die naturlich micht votls
Fetivont werden hoonen, worden fol-
gende Uberle gungen angestellt uad b -
wufit 1n cinu Zatschift fur gesthche
Mitbruder vorgelegt

Nach emem Kuvrren Dhick aul das
Sclbstverstandms der Passioassprele (I)
soll auf dic Vorgesclucate der derzeiti-
gen Dishussion anhand etner Ruchsch
auf den Werdegang der Oberanmer-
gauer Passionsspiele (I¥), der Knitik
nach dem Zweilen Weltknieg (I1I) und
der jungsten Reformbemuhungen (W)
soweit eingegangen werden, als es fur
eme eigene Urteilshildung hilfreich er-
scheint Hierauf soll die Possio nova
und thre ProbeauffGhrung skieziert (V)

werdun Uberlegungen hierzu (VI) al-

den den Ahschlul

- 1
Passionsspicle, ja oder nein?

Die Leibverfaftheit dringt den Men-
schen als einen verkdrperten Geist oder
einen vergeistigten Korper dazu, seine
mneren Haltungen jewels in einem au-
“Beren Verhalten auszudriichen, hin-
auszudruchen” Infolgedessen manife-
shieit sich auch emne lebondige religidse
Fanstliwung in den verschiedunen Foo-
men aufiéren vad gemeinschafthchen
Kultes D7 gehoren neben den ver-
schiedenun susgesta'tungen von Gebet
und Opfer, Lunstlenischer und karitati-
ver Tatigke:l auch die 1ehgiosen Speele.
Jedes religiowe Spiel 1st demnach zu-
nachst e sinnenfalliger-Akt der Cot-
tesverehrung, der s:ich micht auf ene
rationale Verkopfung einschranken las-
sen will, sondern den gesamten Men-
schen it all seinen Kraften erfassen
und durchdringen mdchte Im Hinblick

auf die Zuschauer 15t es cin Bekenntnis -
der eigenen religiwsen Unerzeugung? -

Innerhalh des chrstlichen Ofiehba-
rungsylaubens erlangt es ahnlich einer
Biblia pavperum den Rang emcr Ver-
kundigung der frohen Botwhaft von
der unloBbaren Litbe Cottes Diese
sucht den Menschen wie o'n Hirte sein
vetlorenes Schaf, wihrerd in auBler-
christlichen Rehgionen der Ausgangs-
punkt darin besteht, dal der Mensch
Gott sucht <

Aulgrund der dadurch prowrlerlnn i

christhichen Kardmnltugend der Dank-
batkeil ¢ schreibt Paulus in 2 Kor 4,13
nich glaube, darum rede 1ch (Ps. 115,1),

so glauben wir, und darum reden auch

wir “ In besenderer Deutlichheit moti-
viert diese aufgeseigie Grundhaltung
glaubiger Dankbaiheit dre Entstchung
und die Auflihiung emes Passionsspio-
les Zugleich erschhielt sie auch dea Zu-
gang zum Veistindnis suner inneren
Dimension  ,De: Terminus Passions-
spiel meint nickt ein Spuel vber die
Passion Jesy, sonde.n ein Spiel uber die
durch die Passion Jesu verwilhichie
Frlisung Deshalb fihit den Passiens-
spiclen 1im Gegensaly zu der i Ku-
chenjalin fest verantertun Ostor- und
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W cihnachtssprelemr eime entspischonde
Bindung an ew bostimmtes Auffub-
rungsdatum " 2

Die Schwienghat besteht dann, das
historische Ereigniy von Tod und Auf-
€isfenuag des Herrn verstundlich an die
Gegennart umzusetzen Vorbedingur g
dazu 1st, daB die jewerls sich andeinde
Aufnabmefihigheit und Ansprechbar-
keit des Zuschauers als des Adressaten
berdchsichtigt wird Kann man unbcse-
hen d.e Situation, 1n der die Passions-
spiele entstanden sind, auf unsere Zeil
ubertragen? Ist thr EmnfluB, ihre Rollc
in der Gesellschaft, die gloche geblie-
ben, wie sie 7u Zeiten thres Ursprunges
war, wenn es heiit ,So greift dieses re-
hgiose GroBiaumtheater unheimhich 1n-
tensiv in das Leben der Volker zur Zot
der Spatzofik und des Nommalisinus
ein. Esx will eine haltgebende Energie
ausstrahlen in emer Epoche der ratloser
Veieinzelung und der werdenden Ver-
emnsamung des Menschea in einem Zeit-
alter, in dem plotslich alles ins Gleiten
gerat Es ruft in dieser Zeit zwischen
Grauen urd.last durch Warnung vor
dem Satamischén und duich das Vorbild
des Dulders zur Ruckkehr in die gotthi-
c¢he Ordnung “ & Ahnhchhuilen mit un-
seten Verhaltnissen, wie sie Umbiuchs-
zeiten eigin sind, sind nicht 21 uber-
sehen

Daraus ergibt sich wohl auch der
Umstand, dafi von dun dersait zchn be-
kannien Possionsspilorien sich  die
Halfte in d2n unrruligen Jahrea nach
dem Ersten bezichungsueise Zueiten
Welthrieg zu einer Auffuhrung ent-
schlossen haben 1925 Otigham, 1926
St Margarethen 1m Buigenland, 1942
Kicchschlag in Niederosteireich und
Sommersdorf in Oberfranken, 1950
Mettmach Die alteste Spieltradition be-
sitzt Erl m Tirol (1615), gefolgt von
Waal (1626), Oberammsrgau (1633),
Thiersee (1700) und Sclsach an der
Schweiz (1892)7 Bis auf St Margare-
then und Selzach wurde ein eigenes
Passionsspielhaus errichtet

Im Gefolge der nachkonziliaren theo-
logischen Experimentierbereitschaft
und nnerkirchlichen Reformeuphorie
meldeten sich auch gegenteilige Stim-
men Im Anschlufi an das lelste Pas-
sionsspiel in Oberammergau wuede der
wVerzicht auf alfe diechion und aserlo-
nischen Formen dor Darstcung  des
Leidens Chrostt geforded, vel ,jede
dinckte Wase chusthicher Vithiindi-
gung (als solche verstand sich ja auch
das Obtrammergaucr Pasaonsspiel bis
i unscie Tage) zun Zeit einfich «cher-
tern muf* Fs konne ,der theologisch
ent-chowdenden Frage n.chit mehr aus-
gewichen warden, oh dus Tiden Christa
heute ubcrhaupt noch direbt dorstedl-
bar 1st" Dis Verlungen n-ch mdock-
ter Davh et ng™ wurde folgurdermafen
erlaul: 1t Gemein! 1.0 ein Spal, das
sowohl Not und Iadia wie Fricoen
und Ficud. dur Jev als Ishondin M-
schcn exump! ¢rach 5o suin Ausdhuch
bringl daB w2 als Vor- ol Nachinld

A

der Fassan Tosu Gensparent wuadon
fur ¢ u hoalstiftonde Soluck vl dos gott-
gosadton Fynioe # 8

Eine akonokliste che Finstellung hat
sich aus sicher oftmals putpemainlin
Arsitzen un Laule der Kirchonge-
schichte 1mmer widir gesoigt Man
denke an den Puldurstieit in der Osthir-
che im 8 und 9 Jahibundert Dem
schrecklichen Fanatismus det Refor-
miciten und Calviner im 16 Jahrhun-
durt sind unzahlige hunchliche Kunst-
werhe unwiederbringlich 7zum  Opler
gefallen ,Die Bilderstuimer konnen
nichts andeics als Sprelstiuriner sein**®
Das in der vorreformalonischen Zeit
went verbreitete Passionsspic 1 uberleble
ledighch in den hatholisch geblicbenen
Gegenden

Ewmne todliche innerkirchliche Gelahr
entstand fur sie in der Aufllarungszet
seit der 7weiten Halftle des 18 Jahrhun-
derts Nur durch ein Privileg des Kur-
fursten selber  erreichien =allein die
haitnackigen Deputationen der Ober-
ammergauer, dall 1780 und 1790 dic
Passion waiteihin aufgefuhrt werden
duifte 1800 verfulglen die franzdsi-
schen und osteiruichischen Soldaten das
Pa-sionsspiel mit unguwohnlicher An-
talachme Unbeishrt davon mente der
goisthche Oberhorchenrat in Munchen,
unterstutst vom machtipen Reformma-
nister Montpelis 1810 Das mrofic Ge-
heimnis unscier Religion gehort nun
emmal micht auf dic Buhne * Dic Ober-
ammergaucr sollien sich die Heilsge-

schichte von der Kanzel hetab anhéren,”

anstatt sic zu persiflieren '® Noch 1890
schrieb der damalige Plarrer von Ober-
ammergau, Pialal Schroder, 1m ,Amth-
chen Fuhter durch das Passionsspiel”,
dal sich das Passionsspiel nur um der
Seltcrhest oder des Eibauungswertes
fur einen kultivieiten Pesucher loh-
ne' TFatte doch hurz voiher, 1868, dic
obarbayensche Regicrung Anderungon
gefordeit — wie immer ohne Erfolp
»Dtnn nicht en emnzelner wachte uber
das Passionsspiel, sondern diec Gemeln-
de als Ganzes " ** Erst in jingster Zeit

wurden die alten Einiwvande aus der

Aufklarungsreit wieder aufgegriffen

Gegen die oben erwihnte grundsitz-
Iiche Infragestellung der unmuttelbaren
Dars's Nlung der Passion im bayerischen
Klerusblatt habe ich damals sofort Stel-
lung borogen '® Zunachst 1st darauf zu
verwesen, dall ane szenische Wiedcr-
gabhe der TTulerergnes g, vor allem der
Al ndm s, Krcungungs- vmd Aufe:-
stchun<"¢ 1chly, 1immer cin Je veroes-
seiungew rdiger Versuch hlethen wird
Das gl ;mdes von jeder Descha®tigang
mit ger Felsgchoamnissen, glewchgulbg
ob sz exegelischer, med tativer oder
kunster v A C st Weuder die An-
foruwe=a1; nz hoch gesenrau™t, f ndes
sict juien® Gruste, alles uad 2-des ao-
zulel, on Fioe  allseits b friedigende
Avif o wog der Passion bl s nichd,
ob <« nun ,dirc k" oder poditeht” vor-
gostillt wand Auch h m gl das Besse-
¢ 15t der Fand des Gulen

" E———

Crowpedsatelich sl zu
wEHuiG! ¢s nichl abir die Inkarpration Je-
su Choaste selbst 2w verfluchtiyen, wenn
man sem Erdonleben derart wetl wey!
rucken wiirde, daB ¢y micht mehr ducht
dargesiellt werden du:fte? ' Der Vor-
schlag einer ndirckten  Darstellung
wurde 1971 angeregt von der dan aligen
Diskussion iiber das Verstandmis des
Religionsunternichtes als etner  reli-
gionshundlichen Informnation, als indi-
rekter Verkiindigung Tnzwischen hat
sich de Lage stabihsiert Jetst haifit es
wicder. Der Religionsunterricht mull
ein ausreichendes Grundwissen m Sa-
chen des Chnistentums wermitteln, dns
begtundete  Stellungnihmen  ermog-
licht Fin in dieser Weise offener,
abrr nicht nebuliser Untorricht sollte
sich auch rucht scheuen Zugang zur
religiosen Praxis zu erdifnen (ohne zu
thr mut der Autoritit der Schule zu
zwingen) "

Andererseits geht es ,nicht um die
Wiedergabe eines klassischen oder mo-
dernen Buhnenstuckes, sondern um die
fromme Darstellung der vorgegebencn
Passionsberichte Deshalb sind inner-
halb des allgemeingiltizen dramaturgi-
schen Rahmens eigenc Stalgesetze giiltig
und zu beachten * 1% _Sa hal das Pac-
sionsspiel durch seine Ehifurcht vor
dem Wortlaut und dem Geist des Evan-
gehums den Vorrzug, von hiterarschen
Regeln odur Kunstrichtungon® und von
kunsivollen Redewendungen unbelastet
zu scin, es 15t von jener Kunst, die der
Kunst spottet — von einer Kunst, die zu
jencr Ordnung des Hefzens und des
Glaubens, zu 1hrer dntten Ordnung ge-
hort, verr der Pascal sagte, sie se1 die
der einfaltigen Seelen, die einer edlen
Form der Menschenlicbe, sie se1 die ei-
ner dem Volk gema™ 1 Erhaben-
heit “??  Das  Passon- 1 st emn
»Theater* sut geaneris, t zwar Shin-
sichtlich des Inhalts, ¢ = Darstellung
und des Publihums™ '®

Entschewdend 1st, w1 .ait der An-
rufcharakter des Heilshandelns des
Herin auf der Buhne zum Ausdruck ge-
langt Der ,evokative Grundzug der re-
higiosen Sprache™ "™ mufl zum' Tragen
kommen Darum ,steht und fallt die
Ausstrahlungs- und Uberzeugung-kraft
des Passionsspiels mut der religiosen
Uberrcugung der Laienspicler” ** Die
Boischaft der Passion des Herrn wird
jede Zeit erschuttern und aufruticln
Thre 7eitlose Aktualitut verlangt aller-
d'ngs eme zeitentsprechende Aktuel-
siemung Die onlologische, seinsmalig
voigegebene Gesch.chtlichkeit des Men-
schen hat zur Folge, dafl das, was in der
Menschheit glewic: bletben soll, micht
gieich bleiben darf Andeis gewendet
Wenn alles be.m ai‘en bleibt, bleibl es
schor wegen dor Veriinderung der Um-
welt sben picnt busm alten Tm Ghume-
nismusdekiet desZuoiten Vatihanisdhen
Konals Art 6,1 bekennen sich diw Va-

ter zur ccclesiz semper reformanda. |
wenn sic ausfuhien Die Kirche waird
19
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auf dem Weg threr Pilgurschaft von”
Christug 2u dieser daucinden Reform
perufen, deren sic alle Zeit bedarf, so-
weit sie menschliche und irdische Fin-
1ichtung st * Die Frage, cdie das Pas-
sionsspiel  beantworlet, st die Fiage
nach dem Sinn des I.cbens und des
Sterbens Der Inhalt dieser Finge
bleibt, die Foim des Fragens andert
sich Der Inhalt der Anlwort, das Evan-
gelium von Tod und Auferstchung des
Herrn, bleibt Aber die Form der Ant-
wort mufl auf die e andere Form des

Fragens cingchen Sonst st die Antwort |,

unvetantwortlich Der Text, die Re-
ge, dic ginve Konseption dos Passions-
spiels kann deshalb miomals endgullig,
ohne Ende geltend, ein fur allemal fest-
gelegt werden Diescs Faut, das fur je-
de Form der Verklindigung des Evange-
lwwms auf der Kanzel, 1mn Schulzimmer
oder auf der Biihne gilt, macht auch vor
‘Oberammergau nicht halt * #

Es geht letzthch auch beim Passions-
spiel um die Frage emner zeitgemaflen
Verkundigung #3, Darum geht die Dis-
kussion um Oberammiergau einen jeden
Verkundiger an Zur Weitergabe der
frohen Botschaft 1st nicht nur der Prie-
ster, sondern jeder Getaufte und Ge-
firmte befahigt und beauftragt Das
verpflichtende und unter Umstanden
vernichtende Kriterium fir den Ver-
kundiger enthalt Rom 10,14f . Nun
denn, wie sollte man 1thn anrufen, bevor
man an thn glaubt? Und wie sollie man
zum Glauben kominen, ochne von thm
gehort zu haben? Und wie sollte man
horen, wenn niemand verkundet, oder
wie verkunden, wenn miemand gesandt
15t? Darum heiBt es auch ,Wie willkom-
men sind die FuBe derer, welche die gu-
te Botschaft bringen"" Diese Aussage
gt n cmem weiteren Sinne fur alle,
die an der Auffuhrung des Passions-
prels an 1rg Form betailigt
sind Das Passionsspiel, die Auffuhrung
selbst, wird micht in Frage gestellt
Vielmehr .wird die Form der Auffiih-
rung m{Frage gestellt

(Fortsetzung folgt)

Adiessen der Passionsspielorier

Passion Erl — A-6343 Erl

Telefon 05373/26109

Passionsspiele Kirchschlag —

A-2860 Knchschlag N O

Telcfon 02646/ 243

Passionsspicle St Morgarcthen

A-7062 5t Margarcthen1 B .
Telefon 026 80/ 234 :
Spielgtmeinschaft Mellmach —

A-4931 Mettmach, Telefon 077 55/ 229
Gemewnde Oberammergau Passlonsspiele —
D-8103 Oberammergau

Tclefon 088 22/ 500

Volksschiuspiel Otigheim —

D-7556 Otigheim

Telefon 07222/34161

Selzzcher Passionsspicle —

CH-2545 Sclzach, Telefon 065/68555
Frunkische Passionsepiele Semmersdorf —
D-8722 Semmeradorf, Telefon 097 20/ 520
Paseicnsspiele Thiersce —

A-6325 Thiersee, Telefon 053 768/ 220
Tassmmsspielgemeinsch oft Waale V. —
D-6929 Waal, Telefon 082 46 /333
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Pyl M Mrask Dile acelung e Morddoatsam-

Nt der Mes MU oluple In fheolop sl praks
Usche Quurtilsehalfl 1 5 T A2 40 D schr
Je vnsweate Malnscr G oastvoriccung des polnl-
shén Mot olo,en wurd, son Paof T Piu,sa,
der st Lben von Midnz nah Aupsburg, Lorofon
worden st rur Diukiegung, ubs i rbafick
:ygl J Marder, Fuongeluwhes Lob fir Mas-
clon. giel und Tform, n Suddiuiste Zel
tung vem 31 B 1977 S 1
2 Ausdideailich Besudine te Schwmrenbuk fol-
pende Jufe:ung als scine pursonlihe =Icinung
il glaube, den Weg zunilek zu D! enba rrer It
1t mog ich Unsere Zelt venangt das Wagnis
neutr Wiege ud neuer Versuche, auch wenn
man dahel aut Alteres aurddegrafl’, in Mine
chener kath Kirchenzeitung vora 25 9 1517, S 10
3 Im Buddhlsmus dur keine %irdhhiche Organt-
sation X« nnt, werden die relyadsen Mythen
duidh wanduinde Theaterjruppun die oing Wo-
whe und linger In elnem Doife dun ginzen Tag
dber spljom Gba rlcfert, wae anir oin ehemahger
China-Misslonir b riciitcte
A1 Sl r Dar Nrelel an dle Fpheuwr Fin Kom-
mentar Ikl o ldorf 41563 204, Da Danhen it dig
# 4y w Miche und beaorss ple Welse des S gans, des
Chrielen = Fnigegen dun vier p*ilon! dun Kar-
diniltuganden Gricehligkelt, Ty helt, 1apfers
kolt, Zudhit und MO0 u;ium sich us cincm bl-
blischen Menschenbild als die christliche Kar-
dindtuzend Ilede als Grondtugend, die sich
entfaltet im CGehorsam gegenilber Gott in der
Dankbarkeit pegendber dem Nouhsten und der
Demut (Wirklichkeltanihe) geg sleh selbst
zur Entsichung und
Passionsspiele des 1L
und 14 Jahrhunderts MOnchen 1572, 239 Im
13 Jahrbundert hatte allerdings allein Oberam-
mer, als GelUbdesplel den Pfingstmontag statt
des rmins gewihit -
# A Kindermann Theatergeschichte Europas T
Salzburg 1557, 231 ntlert in St Schaller, Pas-
slons-prele Zeugen der_sich wandelnden
Frommigkelt Schaller u_a, Passlon-spacle hey-
tet Notwendigkelt und Moghehkeilen Freiburg
1971 18 (ziticrt Schaller 1)
1 Schaller 1 aaQ 813
8 L. Zinke Zwischen Traglkomodie und Kilsch
Fragen und Anrcgungen nach der  Obcrammer-
gauer Pasuon |1 In_ Klerusblatt S (1971)
4141 ders, Oborammergan 1Ji0E0 und  zeit
gemane vc-rkund.gul.?. Abechlifende Thesen
fur Diskussion um_die Erneucrung des Pas-
sionssplels aa0 1501

& R Acrgmann, Studien
Cetchihils dor o

nls der Passion M Bl
Oberimmeigiu und das Giliclmnls der Passion
Afnemen 190, 19, 416 Am 22 Maf 17190 wurde
die filr Phopsimontag dun 4 Jund, berells vor-
bereitete und wnpuhindiyte Auffdhrung endgul-
tig abjeichnt Drer selt 1770 sum Schu't ommisar
ermanpite  Schbpfer der byyerluchen Voiksschu=
len®, der Tegernseer Renidiktiner H Draun,
war der Veifisser des Votums des hurtdrstlls
chen Guisthchon Rates, auf den hin wun 31 3 1770
¢in Generalverhot fur alle Passionsau’fibiun-
gen erlassen v urde 1810 wurde das spicigesuch
21m sweitenmal abgelehnt, 1816 ans w lrischaft-
lichen Grilnden genehmigt St Schailler, Die 'as-
slons.pitle von Oberainmergau 1534 —1¥50 Etlal
150 30, 39, 33 (atlert Schaller 2) '

1 M Krawme-Lang FinfUhrun, Dlondel - Bre-
mond Ja0D 18 "

17 A0 10 "
1 J G Zlegler, ,Schau nicht um der Fuchs geht
um® Ein Beitrag zur Diskussion Um das Pas-
slonzspiel 'n Oberammergau und anderes mehr,
i lerusblaft 5t (1971) 119, ders., Dle .grofe®
Passlon in i

Oherammergau Offener
uber das Passi lel an den Blr-
gﬂrmemer von Oberammergay, in  Klerusblatt
1 (1§71) 183 £
W Ziegler, aa0 119
B H G Koch, Relyfionsunterricht — Last oder
Ch 1, In der Korrespond. 31 (1977) 436
Die Sischofssynode In Rom wird sich Im Okto-
ber mit dem Thema befassen Katechese In un-
serer Zeit unter Be 1
der Kinder- und Jugendhatechese
1 Ziegler 3a0 115§
1T M Blondel, an0 40 f
18 Ziegler, 330 J2L
1 G Zasche REeligidse Erfairung und religilse
Sprache, In  Zeitschrift flr kathol sche Theo-
Jogle $3 (1977) 14 =
20 Zicgler a0 183 Vgl H Bremond Die Sple-
ler ven Ob gau  Blondel — 4
an0 E§7—123
1 Ziegler na® 183 121 J Ratzmger, LThK Er-
g«nzungsband IT, 505 spricht unler 'I)bl'ma'hme
elner Formulierung franzosischor Exagelen von
relectufe ,in der das Damahge auf beullge
Weise gelesen und damlit zugleich autf das We-
sentliche wie auf san Ungenlgendes hin new
jnterpreticrt waird=.
21* fm Einzelfall mag es berechijgt seln, Kritlkc
kirealicher Krelse zurficazunelsen Doch waren
die Folgen verhhngnisvoll, sich dadurch zur Ab-
lehinung Kirchlicher Mitarbeit und Matsprache
provosieren 7u lassen oder sogar die rellgiose
Dimver slon und dun dimit verhniipfton Verkun=
digunpscharikier herunterpiclen zu  wellen
Eine di rarilge Reaktion oder such nur Tendenz
W Orde unwelperiich yum Verfall und zum Ende
2 D sslonsepicls fuhren Auf diese Konscquenz,
le fibslyens 20r alle Passlon. picle @it kann
niehit deutlich und ent. fen genug sorwlesen
werden -
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Pater Dr. Viktor !
Redempiorist (1393—_-;

WWir sind an emer teflgr
de der Weltgeschichle '
nenne nur Stchwoile

Atomzeitalter ein Die [
emanzipreren sich Die nf
Rehgionen breiten s.chl
sten schimen sich threr
Gesellschaft wird diffe
pluralistischer Daraus !
emner solch globalen Un
die Seelsorge nicht unb
Wir kdnnen nicht Seelso.
vor 30 Jahren f

Emn Zitat aus dém Jahi
te mehr denn je die Situ
ristert. Es uberrascht |
Dogmatikprofessor die
hat Pater Dr. Viktor §
am Inn, T.ehrer an der &
hochschule DaB er sich &
nichtung heraus auf ¢
Praktisch-Realisierbaren
spricht fur thn Furihn|
gie elwas, das die Ve
scelsorghiche Praws 'hn:'l
te Und dies wurde seinl

Viktor Schurr, 1808 '
Wurttemberg geboien,
Ersten Welthrieg in Ga;
emploristen e 1625
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. zwischen religiosem Volksspiel
und religicsem Festspiel

Kin Diskussionsheitrag aus pastoraler Sicht (2)
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Joscf Guorg Zicgler, Mainz
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Dic Frage der Form —
Aushunft der Geschichite

.Seit Arfang des 14 Jahrhundert fin-
den «xich gustliche Spiele 1n Volksspra-
chen bei allen christlichen abendlandi-
schen Nationen “* Im  Anschlul an
Oster- und Weihnachisspiele entstan-
den auch Passionsspiele Die dramati-
sche Pussionsfcier war die giltige reli-
giose Form des ab<ndlandischen Ge-
meinschaftstheaters, deren nachste Ver-
wandte 1m antthen Mpstenensprel zu
suchen smd “ * In thnen schuf sich das
rehgiose Liben und die christhehe Leh-
re den jeweils zertgemaficn Ausdruck

Cegen die 1m Laufe der Zeit extens:-
ven Auswuchirungen und Auswuchse
In den auf mehrae Tage ansgedihnien
agcis'lichen Sprelen wandten sich die
Reformatoren durch ein goneselles Ver-
bot Emen gewissen Ersalz brachien die
Oratorien zu den Festen des Kirchen-
jahres Erinnert sei an die Oratorien Jo-
hann Sebastian Bachs und ihre Bedeu-
tung 1m Lcben der evangehischen Ge-
meinden unserer Tage Dic hathohsche
Rcform setzte ein erst in jungster Zeit
wiedere nidcckies und ru Fhron gekom-
menes reiches Angebot von Ordensdra-
men em s gelangle in den von Jesui-
ten geleiteten Schulen zu ener stau-
nenswerten Blute

1633 wutete mitten in den Noten des
DreBigiahrigen Kricges in Mitteleuro-
pa die Pest In ihrer verzwefelten Lage
suchten dre Menschen Hilfe ber Gott
Die Stadt Amberg geloble z B den Bau
einer Marienh'rebe aufl dem seither so
ger annten Marnahilfberg Die Gemein-
de Oberammergau gelobte die Anffuh-
rung der Passion in +chnj.hrigem Tar-
nus LI n Test stellte man sich sclb-
standig zusammen, fast zur Halfte aus
dem ' Aug-burger Passionsspiel (um
14,0) und dem gudruckten Stuck des
[evargelischen]  Augsburger [Schne-
ders ] Sch ol ncistars und Mastersingers
Sehestinn Wald (15C6) mit geschickten
Unistellungen  und  Zusammenfassun-
gen“ !t Danchen wurden andere Quel-
len, 'z B aus Tuol odur Weilhemm, ver-
arhettet Als allester schuiftlicher Nach-
veis Dieh dor Tioxt zur Auffqhiung
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von 1664 1n einer Handschnft von 1662
erhalten Seit 1680 wurde die Auffih-
rung jeweils ym Zehnerjahr wiederholt

1730 hat der Augustinerchorherr An-
selm Manhart aus dem nahegelegenen
Stift Rottenbuch sogenannte lebende
Bilder, z B dres Herzens Jesu oder des
Hailands in der Wics, aus der Volhs-
frommighaat und den Andachtsbildern
angefugt Unter dum EmnfluB der zeit-
gemafen Schuldramen schuf 1750 Pater
Ferdinand Rosner (1709—1778) aus der
benachbarten Benediklinerabter Ettal in
suner ,Pagsio nova® emnen gereimten
Text von uber 9000 Versen mit viel

Cho-¢

ren und lebenden Bildern aus dem Altnn'fl

Testament Schon der Titel verrat den
barocken Stil ,Bilteres Leyden, Obsie-
gender Todt, und Glorreiche Auferste-
hung des eingefleischicn Sohn Goties ex-
ner christhchen Versummlung vorge-
stellt “ Das Spic] schlug en, wie dic Be-
suchersahlen b versen Es wurde allent-
halben kopicrt  Nirgends wnd die Ver-
bindung des Ordensdramas mmt dem
Volksschauspiel sinnenfallager als hier
Fast glachzeihg mat Klopstodks religio-
sum Fpos ,Messias' entstanden, steht Ros-
ners ,Passion’ diesem wurdig und eben-
burtig an der Soite  (Gunther
Muller) * *

Berets 1780 wurde die ausladende
Fassung Rosners vpn Magnus Knipfel-
berger pekurzt 1363 waren im Zug

der Aufklarung "die  ersten, wenn
zunachst ~ auch lax  gehandhablen
Verbote der Passionsspiele erlassen

worden Der zweite Kahlschlag nach
der_Reformation setzte emn. 1770, 1781,
1787 und 1788 wiederholte die Bayen-
sche Regierung das Verbot Allemn die
unbeugsamen Oberammergauer selzlen
1780 cin Auffiihrungspnvileg durch Sie
gaben dem Passionsspiel Jedighich emnen
anderen Tilel ,Das Alte und Neue
Testament" Pater Othmar Weiss von
Ltlal kam don Angniffen suvor, indem er
1811 den Text vervinfachte und 1n hoch-
deutsche Prosa umschueb Der Oberam-
mergauer Schulmeister Rochus Dedler
schuf dazu cine emng ingige, volkstumii-
che Musik *»

Die letzte_Revision aus dem Jabre
1860,-die sich um cine moghchst bibli-
sche Ausdrucksweice bemuhte, stammt
vom Oberammergiuer Plarrer Alois

A

-

Dursenberger  (f 1863) Er ubr-~ahi
dic muhevolle Redigicrung, wal sie he
heren Ottes angeordnet worden war D
Daivonberger-Dedler-Fassung o urdem
geringen Andorungen scithey  Oun yh
1IN0 Jahie lang, babehalten 1940 wurd
oo rum letzten Mal uberabaoitet Dic £
1970 vorgelegten talwaisen Ardaumg
vim P Stefan Schaller, Ettal, wiadd
imt cmer Stimme Mchrhat ya Groniearg
dusat ibgelchnt %

1"in Blick in die Guschuchie zoogt, w
scnsibel die Auffuhrungen dei Passig
in Oberammergau 1n threr ersten Peris
de, in der Zeit von 16347515 1760, a|
dun Wandel 1in der Erwartungshalinn
des Volhes, scines Geschmaches an
soines Fmpfindens reagierten Sie r¢
flektierten den jeweiligen Zeilgeist 1t
rer Heimat und blicken so 1m guld
Sinne ,modern” Das standige Bemuhe
um: Modernitat erklart neben der Fred
de des Volhes am Improvisicren d
fortlaufenden Anderungen Es handel
sich um Auffuhrungen_vom Volk ft
das Volk, solange diese sich ungesto
von aullen 1m eng begrenzten Bereid
des Dofes und seiner nzheren Umrge
bung abspielten .

In der zweiten Perioge von 1760 b
1860 wurden Medifizierungen von ,cu
e und von .oben” von den staatl|
chen und kirchlichcn Behdrden als de|
Anwalten ener rationalistiscten Ear
stellung der fvhienden geist'ge
Schichten veranlaBt Ab 1810 ze'tigt
zusatzlich die Bewcgung ‘der Romanti
in Wort und Ten thren Emflul Erst i
der dytlen Periode ab 1360 ham die B¢
reitscbaft zum Andern, nenn auch nig
mals vollig, 7zur Ruhe In dieser Zeit el
langlen die Spiele ewne iberlohale Bé
deutung Siec wurden mt zunchmends
Resonanz in der Offenthichheit 1mmé
aufwendiger und damit unbeweghchy
inssemiert Sie gerielen  unter  de
Zwang des Friolges, der micht gefahrds
werden sollte 1

Seit 1840 steigt der Zustrom fremde
Besuchey stetig Er uberschritt 1970 m
540 000 Gasten die halbe Million, \mgi
rechnet die 70000 Buchungsabsage
vor allem aus jidischen Kreisen in d
USA Die Mehrzahl der Besuch
stammtie zuletzt aus dem enghsch
Sprachraum Die Folge war, dal n
mehr die persdnliche Anteillnahme u4

Ausemnandersetzung mut dem Spiel 1
mer weilere Krewise auferhalb des Pa

sionspielortes erfalite

Die Beschaftigung mit dem Pl fing
men Oberammergau® fuhrte 71.«th
zur Einsicht, daB die ungeheucre Wi
Lung des Passionsspiels primur ton rﬁ
ligrosen Inhalt und erst sehundar “J
der kinstlerischen Leistung ‘ernh
Martin Deulinger, ein Neffe dcs Ph
losophen gleichen Namens, war ¢ T @
ste, der 1850 diese Erkenntnis nat. 2rgg
schrieben hat®* Diese Emns.cat selz
sich durch Sie konnte i den 1¢-315¢
fien Jahren auch mcht durch 2.2 A
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':d.:dﬂ:mmg des Passion spiedes als cames
nur schhcht Faschierten Goschaftes mat
dér Region in allru behanntcn Nach-
*nchienmagazinen cr<chutlert werden
w Naturlich honnte mil sunchmunder
Bredtonwirkung Kauk am Teat wie an
der dusith uad an der Inszemerung dor
Daisenberger-De dler-Fassung nicht
ausble/ben  Der angeschenste Drama-
turg seiner Zeit, Eduaid Dcovrient,
sprach von emer Kione des geisthichen
Volhsschauspieles Cynll Kistler ver-

suchte eme moderne Komposition Leo*

Weismantel sei stellvertretend fur meh-
rere Verfasser genannt, die sich an die
Schaffung eines neuen Texies wagten
~Musiker und Dichter versuchen
Refarmideen durchesuseleen, die freilich
an der geschlossenen Abwchr Oberam-
mergaus scheitern**" Dicse prasse
Feststellung Lonnte noch 1950 mit vol-
lem Recht getroffen werden

SIIT
Wachsende Kritik

Seit 1990 meldeten sich immer lauter
negative knbische Stimmen an der Dai-
senberger-Diedler-Fassung und shrer
Ausstattung zu Wprt Es wurden vor-
nehmlich dier _Argupente angefuhrt
Der Hauptvorwurf lautet, daB die Text-
fassung dem im vorigen Jahrhundert ub-
lichen Nazarener-Stil verpflichiet ser.
Seine weiche SuBlichkeit widerspreche
ganz und gar dem derzeitigen Zeitemp-
finden Sie verstofie uberdies gegen den
herben, Entscheidung fordernden Geist

- der bibhschen Passionsberichte. Uber

.den Geschmack laBt sich belkanntlich
nicht streiten Zugegeben. auch der Na-
zarener-Stil blieb nicht von einer dege-
nenierten Spdtphase verschont, die 7um

kraftlosen Klischee erstarrte Das be-

zeugen nicht wenige sattsam bekannte
Heiligenbilder und desgleichen Statuen

Doch mufl man genau hinschen Die
von Dircktor Klaus Gallwitz im Stadl
in Frankfurt veranstaltete Na:arener-
Ausstellung erfreute sich bis zu 1hrem
Ende am 28 8 1977 eines regen Zuspru-
ches und Gberraschender Zustimmung
Auch die lange verfemten neugoti-
schen Kirchenraume erfahren neuer-
dings samt thren Altaren in der soge-

nannten Schreiner-Gotik eine unver-'

mutete Wertschatzung Die wachsende
Besucherzahl des Passionsspieles laBf
auf eine micht erlahmende Faszination
der angefeindeten Auffuhrung schlie-
fien Sie kann als Gegenindiz gegen die
Unterstellung einer uberlebten Auffuh-
rung ins Feld gefuhrt werden Dieser
Hinwe's bezieht sich nicht blof auf die
meist evangelischen Besucher aus dem
angelsachuischen Sprachraum, die ei-
nem  gewissen neugotischen pielisti-
schen  Stilempfinden  nahestchen *®
Auch das Gios der ubmgrn Zuschauer
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wutde sphtlh son dow darge i len
Guschihen horuhit Davonm venmorhte
sich jedaman su ubrrzeugen, dun die
afemlose Aufmarhs unkat und Fignf-
Tenhoit mcht antgahen honnte, mil der
die 5700 Munschen un stets ausverh wif-
ten Pussionsspicthaus der Darstellung
folgten

Hier setst die ewcite Knitik ein |, Fin
rentraler Vorwurf an die Passionsvpicle
1st der, dall sie das Mitlexd anregen und

"' dadurch die Entscheidung des einzelnen

£l

zur Nachfolge verhindern.” ® Die glo-
bale Anschuldigung, die gangestrebte
Katharsis, die reimgende ¥ :r@, el-
nes dramalischon Buhnenstich urde
durch eine Gew:chtcverlagerung auf ei-
ne schnell voruberyrhende Gemutsbe-
weqgung verfalscht, kann allerdings
mehr oder weniger berechtigt gegen je-
de szenische Darstellung erhoben wer-
den Die Gefahr, daB das Interesse an
der Form das Interesse am Inhalt ver-
deckt, 15t ber kemner Theaterauffuhrung
ganzlich auszuschalten Dies gilt in de-
zidiertam  AusmaB gerade fir em
Volhssrhauspiel, das dem Schaubedirf-
nis und der Schaulust der breiten Mas-
se" geruhiend Rechnung su iragen hat.
Noch ausschlieBlicher tnfft dies fur die
Auffuhrung eines rehgosen Stuckes
und erst rrcht des Dramas von Golga-
tha als dum sentralen religdsen Datum
des christlichen Glaubens zu

Es war gerade die anschauliche Ein-
korperung von Kreuz und Auferste-
hung des Herrn, die den Religionsphi-
losophen Maurice Blondel (f1948) zu
Beginn des Jahrhunderts fur Oberam-
mergau Parter ergreifen hel Die reli-
grose Entscherdung licgt nach dem Ver-
fasser der L'Action“? nicht auf der
Ebene der remen Logk, sondernder
der menschlichen Fretheit Jeder Glau-
bensakt entspringt deshalb jeweils aus
einer Iebendigen Tat (Aktion) und fuhrt
zu einem konkrelen Tun Die Reaklion
auf das Passionsspiel von Oberammer-
gau schildert er folgendcrmaBen ,Das
haupisachlichste Element des dramati-

“schen Interesses ist gar nicht dicse ein-
fache Intwtion [der Spicler], die uns
nur im Zuschauerraum an dem Wirken
der gottlichen Vorsehung teilnehmen
laBt, das 1st vielmehr unsere moglhche
und gleichsam mit den Darstellern des
Dramas vefemnbarte Mitwarkung, 1n der
wir zumindest 1m Keime die Leiden-
schaften und die Entscheidungen unse-
res geheimsten Seclengrundes wieder-
ertkennen. Wir beschranken uns nicht
darauf zuzuschauen, wie sich die Dinge
entwicheln — wir bilden uns ein, da8
wir selbst sie bewirken.* 3t

In dem MaBe, in dem eine Idenhifizie-
rung mit dem auf der Bihne vorgefuhr-
ten Géschehen und dessen Darslellern
gelingt, 1n dém Mafe resultiert daraus
emne mmnere Umkehr Diese hinwieder-
umn darf nicht 1n einer blof momenta-

nen Ergnffenheit steckenbleiben, son-

dern mull sich 1m tatigen Leben auswir-

« bau des Dramas

s = B ¥k

hen Doch entzicht sich eane derartuge
FustvtiNung cinem statistisch nuchweois-
baren Zugniff Es gibt nun einmal kcine
zuverlosage Mothode, die es schlussig
crmoginchen wuide, dun Grad der Er-
guffinheit unter dem Eindruck -« or

bestunmten Auffumung su registricren -

Alle derartigen Urteille sind subycktiw
gefurbt Sie gestatlen deshalb nur cinen
bedinglen Vergleich Trotzdem vermao-
gen der diamatische Aufbau, die Moti-
vierung des Handlungsablaules, der
Duktus von Sprache und Musik, die Art
der Inszenerung bis in die Wahl der
Farben der Kostiime den Zuschauer in
emne bestimmte Richtung zu fGhren Die
Verdachtigung, da die ,nasarenisti-
sche” Daisenbe:ger-Dedler-Fassung e:-
ner  oberflachlichen Sentunentaliste-
rung allzu bereitwilhg Veorschub leiste,
15t jedenfalls nicht zu Giberhoren Eine
objchtive Stellungnahme 1st, wie ge-
sagt, schr erschwert, wenn nicht ausge-
schlossen Viel zuviele subjeklive, zum
Teil unbewuBite Imponderabilien,  Un-
abwagbarkeiten, verstellen eme klare,
vorurteilsireie Sicht auf das kompleve
Erschcinungsbild eines Passionspiels.

Den auBeren AnlaB zur entschlosse-
nen [nangriffnahme ciner Reform stell-
te der Vorwurf cimer antisemitischen
Tendenz béreit Im Zuge des damaligen
Zeitgeistes hat Paler Wers$ nolens vo-
lens den Teufel als Gegenspicler Jesu
Christi aus dem Spiel herausgenommen
Pflarrer Schroder schrieb fiber Dasen-
bergers Text ,Die gelehrte Kritik be-
mingelt zumest den ungeniigenden Auf-

; - Der ganze Aufbau
des Passionspiels stiitzt sich auf die Ver-
treibung der Kaufer und Verkaufer .
Man sicht zuwenig diebew egenden Kraf-
te der Umwalzung in Erstheinung treten,

welche die Welt verindern sollte¥*

Selbst wenn das Spiel von der Versoh-
nung der Welt mit Gott in Christus nur
den Verdatht nahelegen sollte, es wur-
de einen Aufruf zum HaB und mcht
zum Friedén prévoziercén, muB der Ver-
dichtigung ~_ nachgegangén  werden,
gleichgultig, ob sie zunichst begriindet
erscheint oder nicht Es 1st bekannt, dal
die synoptischen Passionsberichte ver-
schiedene Akzentuierungen aufweisen
Wahrend - Matthaus die endgultige
Trennung des Christentums vom Ju-
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dentum darstellen wollte, bewegte Mar- ~

kus das Paradox der Herrlichkeit Got-
tes in der Gestalt des Gekreuzigten Lu-~
kas ging es darum, fiir seine Leser aus
dem Heidentum Angnife aus dem Ju-
dentum abzuwehren Johannes schildert -
die glorreiche Vollendung des Heils-
werhes 3,

! 5

Selbstverstandlich mufl jede szeni-
sche Bearbeifung des Passionsspiels e1-
ne Auswehl aus den Motiven treffen.
Sie hann ebenso'venig an der Gegner-
schaft der Zeitgenossen Jesu voruberge-
nen Anslatt die Habsucht der Pharjsa-
er als .n sich fragwiirdiges Hauptmativ
herauszustellen, hann z. B deren trad:-
tionalistische Ewmstellung zum Aus-

o
.




Aruck g adht werden o ned do daven
west mrte Soige, din loigeY rachiten
GleuBea « 1 be vahren Fast totvendip
et and ns du ok Gronathallun, ©n
SLverstapans dir Worte Josu, wern
I igte, dul or den Tumy ol in duver Ta-
Len Poy ol werir nnfann
virde Woe Duwnlirgers Anff, «ing
dum deratgea e hsfischen Anti-
cam f, mus s B~ wckaodhes endge-
zentam (4 o den das Zeatrum 2af-
trat, weil ¢ e Kathohken cbenfal’s un-
ter der Muindertbetswituation qu lewden
hatten), so durlte un<ere heutige Zut
fuar eime ubcizogene ho-semvative ,in-
nerhirchliche* Haltung le.chten Zugang
finden Auch e'ne pohtisch inferpretier
te Meswasvorstellung Lietet eincn An-
satspunkt fur das Eingreifen der Phan-
Saer

L

~Wenn genugend deutlich wird, dal
Jesus in sanem  Volhe Parteigdnger
hatte, 1aBt es sich durchaus vertreten,
daB se ne Fiinde, die auch seine Volks-
genossen waren, auf die Buhne ge-
bracht werden®, meint emn so unver-
dachtrger Zeuge wie P Willehad Paul
Echert 2 Irrefuhrend 1st wie uberall
cine entreme, einseitige SchwarzwetB-
malerel

Letetlich geht €s um den gehermmis-
vollen,__Rutcihluffi Gottvaters, pgerade
durch den Weg des Gchersams seines
Schnes bis zum Tod am Kreuz den Un-
gehorsam der Menschheit zu suhnen
und 1hn dadurch zu verherrlichen, als
den liebenden wie gerechten Herrn der
Schopfung und Erlsung angsuerkennen
Dies zu verdeutlichen, darum geht es
Diese Direhtive 1st lewcht hingesagt,
aber schwer i die verschiedenen For-
men der Verkundigung umzuseizen, na-
turlich erst recht in einem notwendi-
gerwe,se bubnenwirksamen Passions-
spiel

Man sollte das Problemn der Juden-
feindschaft nicht uber Gebuhr hoch-
spielen, darmit es nicht wie ein Bume-
rang zuruckfallt Das Passionsspiel
kann mnicht zu emem ,Wiedergutma-
chungsstuck” umfrisiert werden Das
wir kt erst recht unglaubwirdig Aufler-
dem rehrulicrte und rehrutiert sich der
JudenhaB wohl zum wenigsten aus relx-
grosen Beweggriitnden Dicse wurden
ofimals vorgeschoben Die Antiziomss-
mus-Resolution der UNO 1st viel beun-
ruhigender Das wulliie auch Dr Pringz,
der Leiter der Internationalen Kommis-

on des American Jewish Congress, bel
se nen Interventionen Ob es klug war,

afigebliche Parteiginger der Passio

ga sofort im Anschluffi an die Probe-
auffuhrung nach New York zu emem
Gesprach mit dem judischen Komitee
cinzuladen, se1 dahingestellt Jede oku-
menische Initrative — vnd zur Okume-
ne gehort auch das auserwahlte Volk
des Alten Bundes — bedarf cines be-
hutsamen Vorgechens

Ber allen Ulerlegungen kann es nur
darum gehen, cine noch glaubwurd.ge-
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Reformben,uhungen

Dire ab 1950 1n der Offentichhat ciho-
benen Einwendungen vaienlafiten Bur-
ge rmeister Raimund Lang nach 1560 ein
Gremtum von Experlen aus Geschichte,
Literatur und Theologie 7u hesufen Be-
reits 1962 wurde unter anderem von
Carl Orff vorgr.chligen, auf den Text
Rosners zuruchzugreifen Emn Literat,
der cine Passio moderna  schreiben
konnte, war nicht in Sicht Nach 1968
wurde 1m Foycr des Bayerischen Rund-
funks emn Radicrungssyklus mit Model-
len ewmer Inszemerung ausgestellt,
nachdem 1967 emn Probespiel der Ros-
nerfassung wegen der Kosten abgelehnt
worden war

Nach 1970 nahmen die Reformvor-
schlige greifbare Konturen an 1875
designierie der Gemeinderat als die 7u-
stindige Instanz Hans Schwaighaofer (36),
den pu-ektor der Staatlichen Fach-
schule fur Bildschmtzerer
ammergau, zum Spielleiter Er sollte
e1ne Proveinszenierung der Passio nova
vorberciten, um emen Vergleich zu er-
moglichen Danach werde enlischieden,
welche Fassung, die von Rosner oder die
von Daisenberger, von ithm fur 1980 vor-
bereitet werden sollte Schwaighoferging
mat seinen Schulern zielsicher und tat-
kraftig ans Werk Er verfertigte Buhnen-
modeclle undstellte sie im September 1975
im Passionsspielhaus der Offentlichket

vor Die Gemetnde stellte fur die Probe- |

auffuhrung DM 500 000,— bercit IDhe
Bayerische Landesstiftung, ein Zusam-
menschlufl der Bayerischen Staatsbank
und der Bayerischen Veremnsbank zuf
Forderung der Wissenschaft, Kunst, Reli-
gion, Kultur unter dem Vorsitz des baye-
nischen Ministerprasidenten Dr Alfons
Goppel, stcuerte einen Zuschufl von DM
400 000,— her Um die auf den erden
Blick hoch erscheinende Summe in die
rechicn Relationen zu riicken, se1 an die
13 Millionen ernnert, die die Gemeinde
fur den Bau des Wellenbades inve-
stierte

Nunmehr formerten sich die beiden
Fliagel, hie Rosner, hie Daisenberger
Ein Passionsspielveteran, der 1970 die
Rolle des Annas ubernommen hatte,
Melchior Breitsamter (78) machte sich
zum Sprécher der ,Burgermifigtive
Oberammergan” Emne Uaferschniften-
sammlung im Fryhjahr 1976 crbrachte
uber 1800 Befurworter fur cie Berbe-
haltung des Daistrbergerspiels Zu th-
nen gehorte der Ersle Burgermeister
Ernst Zwink Aufgrund d escs Votums

, Vergangenheit laufend verandert wor-

m Ober- |

toad der Heulte der w th‘.;a,ré..nuﬁwn”
T 00 Linwuhner ber 1000 Kathe! ken
tad 500 Drotestin'en wurde bism Ge-
e rat e oty gy, bas Toade July 1376
time Be fragung allor stimmborechigten
D durds afuhion ZwaiFrs on soll-
ten by imntwortet wierden

1 Pur Darser beigar odor o ™e i r?

2 AWselzung der PreYwsuffiheng
des Resner-Spicls, falls sich cime AT hr-
het fur Dawsenber ger entschierdet

Als gventueller Sprelluiter ham Hans
Maur ins Gesprach, den auch der Kul-
turausschufl nominiert hatte

Mit zechn zu sechs Stimmen wurde
der Antrag 1im Gumeinderat abgelehnt
Die Gemeinde 1st gespalien Um zu ver-
stchen, wie sehr die Entscheidung die
Gemditer beschaftigt, muB man boriick-
sichtigen, da die. meisten Stimmbe-
rechtigten 1n irgendeiner Form an der
Auffuhrung der Passion, nicht wenige
schon jahrzebntelang, aktiv beleihigt
waren Das schafft auch emohonule
Bindungen Dazu kommt die Frage
Broitsamiers 1970 hatten wir die er=
folgreichsten Spiele Warum will man
das andern?®

Die Reformparte: kann 1m Gegenzug
darauf hinwewen, dafl die Sprele in der

den sind und daB selbst eine revidierte
Daisenberger-Fassung ohne groBe grund-
satzliche Eingnffe nicht befriedigen kon-
ne Auflerdem fand sich ein beachthches
Arbeitsteam zur Vorbereitung einer Ros-
ner=Passion zusammen Die Textbearbei-
tung besorgte Dr Alois Fink vom Baye- |
nschen Rundfunk UlnchDibelius hat die @
Mustk von Franz Xaver Richter ¥ ausge-
wahlt, der exmige Jahre Rosners Kollege |
an der Ritterakademie in Ettal gewesen
war, bevor er nach Mannheim uberwech-
<clte und als Domkapellmeister in Straf3-
burg starb Prof Wolfgang Fortner und
Uwe Lohmann haben Richters Musik fur ©
dic Auffuhrung eingerichtet Prof Her-
mann Handerer, Regensburg, besorgte :
die Einstudierung Als Spielleiter fun- |
giert der unermudliche Hans Schwaig- '
hofer, dem die Moghchkeiten seiner
Fachschule zur Verfigung stehen

4
Die Probeauffuhrung erlechlerte je-
denfalls eine sachgerechte Urtalsbil-
dung und veihalf dazu, _‘Irr.j'ormatwn;
statt Emotion wirksam werden zu las-
seén U vergléichen zu konnen, war se |
unumginglich Es st jeden{alls anzuer-|
kennen, da8 die ,Biirgemnitrative” auf.
Flugblattern dazu aufgefordert hatte,
ber der Probeauffuhrung jede Kundge- '
bung zu unterlassen, sondern nach.
ovorurteilslosern Besuch™ in Ruhe abza
wagen Zwar scheinen die Fronten auch !
hiernach weiterhin verhartet Fischer®
sprach ven eincer brauchbaren Feform-
grundlage”, dem Christusdarsteller von
1950 und 1960 und gefererten Sprelleter
1970, Anton Preisnger, wurden ,die |
Bedenken voll bestitigtd  Wie wviele

Erawohner werden angesichts dor a'..:f--l

|
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de~
7t 1 Burgaimest s Rechilaanu alt
» amut Tischer, folain, dor aus emem
t  rfechter Dasenbziyc is 20 cinem Be-
fu worlet Rosners ger ovden st und dor
alx der ehemalige Chrnistusdarsieller
von 1970 1m jetzigen Rosneisp el dic
EKo''e dus Pilatus ubernninmen  hat?
Odet Yat die Probeauffuhrung im Au-
gust 1977 den gegenteihigen Effeht be-
wirkt und klare Meh:heitsverhaltmisse
geschaifen? (Fortsetzung folgl)

W oigten Fahton B Popuh

(L

=W Flrmmng RGG 3V 100

ML Kretrenbacher Passion-hraugh und
Chebsti-Leid =1 Speel n den Sudrst Alpen'an-
dern Salchu g 192 9 R Stunbren, Dic deut-
schen Os.er- und Pasawonszplele des itte'sl* ra
{holnut Germamstische Studien IV) 1956 beur-
tell* die geisd ehen Spele nicht als Verweli-
Iichung foadein als Emnbruch der Euche In die
wel*

U Flemming 230 139 Vgl A Igrtmoin, Das

Obuiymn epauer Passlon-splel In Sainer alleslun

Cestunt Tewp-ig 1830 INL4f Repilrt 158 Schaller

2 270 1+ Aus det Mischehe zwi n dem von

kat>ubischer Frommighell geprigten mitielalter-

chin  Augsbuiger  Volhsschausplel und dem

piotislanti~ch geldnten hunmtamstischen Melster-

singerdrama aus der glechen Stadt entsprof also

das Obe:r v me-Jauer Spel das spiter einmal

* alle Ch: » 1 gh=e Unterschied der Konlession

eipreifen sol'te

3 H Po nbacker in M Spandler, Handbuch der

Bayemiscken Gesth on'e unler  Berufank  aufl

Guniher Mulle= Gesch vh'e der deu schen Seele

Frelburg 1930 217f Rosneéi winde ed 01t von

0O Mauswer Text des Obora™a Figiuer Faavions

sp cls His o1 suh kritische Avszvbe Giefen 1508

N Halrel Alpland s&l ¢ Bato\d<amen (sl

’ und hothu-n Beithefr 1) 157 spricht von cinei

- elnzigutigen Verbindu g 7wische der Intellch-

tuell unter rauerten, kuns leoschien HoYwe des

Oider frommig<elt und der handfesten Danen
Relislib des Volhsschawspicls

24 Zur Devrbeitung von P Weiss bemerkt al-
¢ Jer 2 820 40 .Die Sprache verrichiete fusl gan:
auf munfartliche Anklinge und leg® wanit den
Crund fur das kilnftige starke Intercsse aller
dentt~ihag Stamine an diesom Spueel Due ganee
Teu'rlati rruchkest [in Rosners Paswio nova § und
<unthche Allegonien sind wvon der BUhne \er-
Bt Ded ers Paswonamusly v Ordigl R Mun-
ster Rounus Dedler (1779--1822) Ein Lebensbild
des hon ponis en der Oberammergaver Padsions-
musth Muwhen 1970 _Thae Stirke ist die Echt-
heft threr Emphindung  fhre hatUrlichkeit urd
Volkstumlichh et Ior hommt mit senem
Scha.fen noch aus der Tradition sfddeutscher
Kirchentvasuik im 18 Jahihundert * Die Passions-
musih Dediers wurde zur Auffdhrung 1350 von
‘ Eugen Papst bearbeltet Schaller 2 aa0D 54¢
2 M Deullnger Wallfthrt nach mwrnmmrrqau
= Mt elnem M vort von J B
191 Krause-Lang ad30 121 werwewst auf eln-
schl g 2= fran 3 rot Tl Aur
Rata n Un mystire d= la passion représcaté an
= 18 re s'ree Parls 1830 folghon 1831 Blonded und
1260 Rremond mut den eiwohn en Abhand
Tungin
2 diuse Tang 2330 10 mt Nadhweiwen 0.0
49

2 s.ltdn Feenather Rugulat's van 186% wurds
i evangel schen Bereich deor reugotivhe 51
als dec kirchliche Stil schizdhth favonsiest,
<winrend sich die kathol wol o Rinde 20 koiney
einse t gor Stlempf~h'ung ealscyn® C Te,
* Wom gewah' 2n 2um erzivzirn Slil holizen ru
Kirchenbauten In der D vé.~2 Spuyer 1897 bus
1875 Archls fr Mitlenhein Kirchengfoswn 28
193) 250 vgl K E O Enisch Der Kirchen-
i au des Frotestanlismue von der Reformation
bis zur Gegenwarl Berlin 1233 221—2.0
s Scholler I, a0 § Schaller 2 51O 52 Al
typisch 19 Jahrhunderl aber ddifte die noarire-
nerhafle Frommigkeit anzosehen son dic echt
und ansprechend aus Dassenburgers RBoatbeltun,
leuchiet nlemand wehtut oder beleldiil und dock
vielen eln ticfes seelisches Erlebals vermittelt «
2 vel M Blondel L Action Fsfal d une er'te-
n que de Ja vie et d une science de la pratique
Parie 1253 2190 und L Action 2 Bde Paris 19037
% plonuel 2a0 62
it B'ond.] 3a0 T8 Vzl den Sammelbard son
Schal'er mit Beitrage=n von W P Eckert, Das
tiad onns' e Passlonssple]l und $#ln Verhidinis
oim Judertum (2a—34) Schubert der Prorel
Jesut in der neacren  escgotischen  Lileratur
(eo—63) L= J O storcc’chor Pasalod Jeau Foute
(6 T4) dara W Sarders An*unomil smus bel den
- Chuy e Cedingen zur ch isi'lenen Judenfeined.
scl uft »= Be'spe] der Oberammergauer Pas
$ f1sap ule Leutzsdoct 19:0 -
T AL I Timbedt Dic Passionsbollehte der Syn-
opt o ¢n Lo der neutaan Exepose Schal e B
C A .
M Fip ¢* Scthallan ]l 2 O
BFo Yo er vl Ral il Munster MGG 1L (193)
o 450 8 ¥ Rldbter It X
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Hemmich Wismeyer, Mendhen

Emen heiteren Ruchblick auf em be-
wegtes Musikerleben st m diesen Ta-
gen an der Herderbuchere:r erschienen-
»Mit allen Registein™ Der langjahrnige
Munchner Domoiganist Pralat Wismey-
er ladt seine Leser dazu emn, thn durch
die Kirchen und Konzertsale Europas
zu begleiten Wu entnehmen den Enn-
nerungen folgenden Abschnatt

Was ist das Schdnste 1n meiner Woh-
nung am Fiauenplatz? Dec Blick von
dem grofien Arbrits- und Musikzimmer
Auf der einen Seite gruBen die Turme
des Alten Peter und des Rathauses
zum Fenster herein, gegen Westen
schaut man das Domdach entlang auf
die ragenden Turme der Frauenkicche

An ewmner Innenwand steht, zu beiden
Seiten flankiert von Krippenschauki-
sten, der Bucher~chrank Dorl haben im
Beieich der theologischen Werke u’ a
die Bucher und Schiiften von Romano
Guardini, dem grolén Anrcger der h-
turgischen Bewegung, thren Ehrenplate
Diese Schiiften, vom Autor signiert,
stammen von emner personhichen, -
gendwie 1im musihalischen Zusammen-
hang stehenden Begegnung mit dem
groBen Gelehrten

- Als die Menschen in der Zeit nach
dem Zweiten Wéltkrieg, ermiidet und

" abgekdmpft, emen wahren Hunger
nach  Geistigem  und  Kunstlen-
schem hatten, muliten die Abendvortra-.
ge vicl Beachtung finden, die Professor
Guardimi — damnls eben von Berlin an
die Munchasr Unisersitat berufen —in
verschicdenen Kichen des Stadtterls
Schwabing hielt .

Ich fuhlte much emigermafien ge-
schmeichelt, als mich Guardini emes
schénen Tages cinlud, 1n seie Wohnung
zu hommen '

Es war emne bewnahe komische Situa-
tion, in der ich den groflen Denker in
seiner Wohnung in der Kumigunden-
strafe antiaf Es mufl kurz vocher der
Mobelwagen ausgeladen worden sein,
der Guardinis Heb und Gut von Berlin
nach Munchen zu bringen hatte Durch
ein Gewirr von ~fobelstucken und Bu-
cherihisten bahnte sich der Professor
muhsam den Weg, um emigen hilfrei-
chen Damcn Anwersungen uber das
Wohin der eineelnen Stucke zu erleilen
Der ziethich gebaute Marn mit dem Ge-
lchrtenkopf erwichte dabét irgendwie
den Ewndruck eirv. ruhrenden Hilflo-
sigh et

In ciner emnigermallcn ruhigen Eche
der Wohnung legle mir dinn Guardima

e e o
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seinen Plan vor Er lud mich ein, seine
Vortrdge in der Ursulakirche mit einem
Stuck an der Orgel einzuleilen und aus-
klingen zu lassen. Er schatze die Be-
deutung der Muwmh, so sagte er, als
Wegberettenin  fiir das gesprochene
Wort hoch ein Gute Erfahrungen, die
, et in Berlin mit dieser Verbindung vor
Woit und Musik gemacht hatte, wurden
1hn veranlassen, auch in Munchen dies
Form fortzusctzen Er wiirde, so setzt
er hunzu, die Horer zu Beginn des Zy
klus darauf aufinerhsam machen, da
diese Orgelmusik ein organischer Be
standteil der Abendvortrage sei als Ba
trag zur Vertiefung der Meditation

Und so durfte ich denn, zuetst i1n S
Ursula, spdter in St Sylvester, als Fa.
mulus des berlihmten Professors tati
sein, bis dann Guardin: die sonntaghche
Unuversitatspredigt in St Ludwig vof
ewmnem breiteren Publikum fibernahm |

Ich gab mir bei der Fahndung naci
geeigneten, emnptagsamen Stucken- au
der Orgelliteratur, efwa im Sul vo
Bachs Orgelbiichlein, viel Muhe Jeden
falls hat die Horergemeinde Guardini
dabei gelernt, daB auch emn leise gé
spieltes Orgelstuck emne abschlieBend

_ Wirkung haben kann_

.. Als Zeichen des Dankes erhielt ic

“von Guardim jeweils zu Weihnachte
und Ostern Druckausgaben seiner An
sprachen, Auszlige aus seincn Vorlesur
gen iber Ethik oder seine Deutung vo
R:lhe und Holdethn mut personlich¢
Widmung des Verfassers

Vielleicht bin 1ch einer der wenigs
Menschen, die emnen Blick tun durfte
in das Verhaltmss Guardinis zur Musy'
Er gestand ehrlich ein, daB er bei
Musikhdren sich nicht Rechenscha
daruber geben kénne, worin der eigen
liche GenuB bestunde Beim ' Nac]
hauseweg von emnem der Abendvortn
ge auBlerte er mir gegenuber di
Wunsch, er mdchte sich emnmal von ¢
nem Musiker erklaren lassen, was B
mophonie und Polyphonte ser Die Fol
dieser Frage war, daB ich den Profe
eines schonen Nachmittags in me
Wohnung zu Gas* hatic Icn setzte mi
ans Cembale und versuchte, anhand !
nes vierstimmigen Bach-Choralsats
und emner zweistimmigen Invention v |
Bach dem wiBbagiwrigen Gelehrten d
Gegensatz von Miteinande: und Gege
einander klarzumachen, den man ¢
meinen Fingern ablesen honne

Bei Guardim haﬁdl-!tc es sich, wie
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Ein Dishussionsheilrag aus pastor Jor Siid (3)
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Rosners ,I"assio nova* 1977

.

Fine im einselnen begrundi te Tntscher-
dung zwisddu n DofSnhioa ger und Rosner
st fiie den Aullefistehendon micht wem-
ger schwicug fils fur die beteihigten
Oberammergruci~Rin stichhaltiger Ver-
glewh «rfurdirie eine eingehendere,
Analyse der beicen Textbiicher und der’
renelligen ‘F‘tglcumuuk als es hier”
moglicn 15t Es werden deshalb mehr
oder w.-m;er sub,chtive Findruche mit-
geteldt  Aufe dem  verstand sich die
Probeaufft hrung 2ls aushavfahiger und
korrektuibe duy m ser Pntwurf, fur de-
ren Vol ratung die 701t von Wih-
nichten 1as Aupust verwordt warden
konate Mie ltse Auffuliuung von Dai-
senburger-Dudlor jong nach wner Tin-
studiciung von Wethndhten s Pling-
sten vber die Brbne

Zunachst fallon mehree Uberem-
stimmungen auf Bude Spile wollre-
hen sich auf mehreien shonen Zur
Daistellung der eigenthichen 1Tandlung
tntt der Chor, der die 1 benden Bulder
aus dem Al'»n Testament erhlait und
durch die Interpretation des Hand-
lungss crliufs die Zuschauer cinbesicht
Die Untermalung durch Musik und die
uffine Buhve mit Vor- vnd 1Tinterbuh-
ne und mit dem cinzigu bgea Bhick auf
die Landschaft, die Masscnszenen, die
Aufterlung der funfstundigen Dauer in
zwer Spicdzeiten sind beaden Auffuh-
rungen gemeainsam Aulleibrbhische Sre-
nen, wie der Ab<chied Josu von suner
Mutter oder die Uberiuchung  des
Schwertudhes an Veromka, fehlen
ebensov cmg

Die Verschied @ iheiten sind trotz der
mchr auflercn Parallelen tefpreifond
Wahrend Duisenberger 1n zweir gleich
langen MHalften vormuttags und nach-
mittags sur Auffuhrung gelangle, dau-
ert das Rosnerspiel von 16 bhis 18 und
von 2015 bis 2300 Uhr Dre Prosafas-
sung Daisenbergers, die auf nicht weni-
ge altvertraute Wendungen aus der Br-
bel zuruck greifen konnte, weicht emner
Bearbeifung 1n Versforrm Die volks-
tumlbichen Nelodien Dedlms wurden
tdurch die antpiuchsasilere Parockiau-
tik Richiers rise st Do onspaedhendrn
Post i urben in Acn Ko.tunren v ichen
Rafcn on Kontsweten Die § Yendion Bal-
der aus drm Alisn Tidtament wouden
~af cin Viradld, nu olich § of, reduricrt

po ]

Die Piabeinesonin |:mg hemuhie sich
nicht bloB bey der Wi derabe dor alt-
Lostamyntlvhen Voirbilder win cine src-
mische Shaffung und verdoutlo e nde
Veranfaduang, adom sic nn Gegunsate
7u fruher moghchst wimige Personen,
wie Jos¢f und, seme Druder, Joabh und,
Amas,. Kain und Abel, Abraham und
Isaak, Job, aui‘treten laI!t Dafiir suchen
ber der OIbersszenc und bei der Aufer-”
stehung die ancl der scelischon Erre-"
gung Redhnung eu fragen, indem sie
vom Worl sum Gesanyg ubergehen Uber
all diesen Differcnzen 16t sich nut gu-
ten Grunden sosohl ein Fur wie un
‘Wider anfuhren

Den entscheulendin Unterschied do-
Lumentiert ber aller Ubcremstimmung
in der theologischen Auffassung, daB
lettheh der uncrgriindliche Herlswille
decs Valars die 1adikale Foim des stell-
veriretepdem Halslodes scines gotth-
chen Sohnes beschlossen hat L 7ur krlo-
sung der Welt", das Aufzeigen der
Selauld dieser Welt Findrimglich undun-
auswohbich mocht der Scot #geost, der
Chor, imnar witdir disawl wlina k-
sam Sut nicht die Tuden dort vor-
1aten thien Mann, wir alle 1 1ben das
und oft grnug gdtan” (Tustbuch 1977,
S 35) .

Das buhnenwnhesme Mitlel, um die-
se Tatsache emnpragsam vor Augen su
Tuhren, 15t die Persontfizierung mensch-
hcher Laster Die Versuchhichkeit des
M. nschen wird durch die raffinierten
Vuifuhrungshunste des grun-gelb ge-
wandeten Neses (,der Prieslurschalt
das Volk untfuhien, das wnd sie wohl
am merete nwuhren®) und des v on vinem
Geldschuttler beglmtetcn Goises (,er
mal sich /u den Tungun v endon, don
Judas noth weit mehr verblenden ' 7)
aufgedeert und sus,.nutst Deren Fin-
sals folgt der Siritegie dos 1Masses, wel-
che in den Hollen zonen susammen mat
Lunfer abzesprochen wird Wo anders
wird 1n uaner duart venstandlhichen
Eindringlichkeit das Wnken des Todes
im Sold der Sunde und Satans entlarvt
wie hier auf der Buhne?

Der unermudhich immer wicder an-
setzende Stiat der Lpsler um die Scele
dis Mgnschen, die oftin hige Kapitula-
Lion des Menschen, aber auch die oft-
malyge und TetsAtich eadanllige Nicder-
lage des Poson, dics anschadluh vorzu-
foh.en st der g1afe Vorsug Jles Rosner-
Tuxtes Sein Konzept 1B dun Kreeuzesd

* 1
vie v ol

Moedi Tou n

rmer L dbe,
e aun LoMe, sersichen
S Towh offict s nubin dor huodsre-

s alig

e thetwn Pocp hing psychologinch
vl o don Plk fur die S04 fi0n
es Men chen upd der *Tenw! het und
fo dirl o it Fadihe dung  heraus
M bint an Augustins Goltesslo o,
varach dis Rivch doe Fioslerms nut
doin Rowh des Lochics im Kampfe hiegt
Zur Wiblischen Beg i wdung lece ran in
e G hounen O‘fmh.nung 12, 7- -12,
“vo der Kampf *ichacls mit dom Dia-
t.h-an und ,die Voll'naebt scines (Gott s)
Gf ~alhien® m emem grandioscn Gemat-
de oo sculdert worden =

Dul als die cigonthichyn Gegeaspieler
von Jorus nicht die Jm!an sandern 'Sa-
i und die Tastor fungieren, wird vor
allcin i d'n Sscnen deutlich, in dcmn
nncthalh des Hohen Rates dte Metnun-
gen der Befuiworter und der Ablehner

‘des Todes Jesu aufewanderprallen Da- j

mit st als’ notu endrgb Kontequenz auch
eine uhberechts gle umd den Helsplan
Gottes verlalschende Allcimschuld der
Juden erledigt.

Ba: all den ,s/emisch sehr wirkungs-
vollen™ 3 Vorzugen der Daisenberger-
Fassung 1m Detail und irotz nicht ge-
nngar Sympathien fur deren Spriche,
Musik und Inszomerung — das tiefer
grundende Sichtbaimachen der Motwe
der Pawsion des Horrn im Rosner-Tiat
ist ein Positivum, das schwer mns Ge-
wicht fallt

; vI
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Uberlegungen =

«Oberanumergeu glaubt heule, svinem
Ruf und gerade sciner Tradition emen
neuen Versuch schuldig za scin * Damit
schhieit das Vorwort des Textbuches
1997 Wer wiinschte diesem Versuch
nicht eincn gesegneten Erfolg vor allem
dann, wenn das Spil i1ls eme Furn
christlicher Verhundigung bejaht wird.
Deshalb scien im folgenden 1 aller Be-
scheidenheit einige Ubertlegungen zur
Probeaulfuhrung zusamr ncngestcilt Es
werden  pdrsonliche nin nentane En-
drucke geauBert, die aus nur cincm
Piob spwel gewonren wuiden und des-
halb it allem gebotenen Vurbchalt

_aulsunehinen sind

Maflgebend fur shre AuBerung st die
Fihenntms  Gott tut in semnem Erla-
sungswerk rwar alles Aber er fut es
mecht alletn Fr will den Alenschen be-
teihigen, indem dieser semme An-lagen,
seme Talente, die in 1thn hinein-gelegt
worden sind, zur Entfaltung bringt und
emnsetzt — auch und erst recht be: der
Weitergabe und Vernuttlung des Heals-
angebots Jesu Chnsti im Neboneinan-
der des Raumes und mm Nachemander -
der 7Zut Das bisher vor allemm unler

Teal I Cesagte wird bri den folgenden
Ausfuhrungen vorausgecetst unl nucht
mcht eigors erw ahnt

Zunachst se1 auf die Zutcamntedun
emngegangen Es scheint

woder not g




noch g b acht, o Spnc i e 2a hora
zen  Doch sollten <uen glach lanye
Sprelembhesten sngesti bl warden Ware

= ¢s nicht muglich, dun Buginn der Puse
‘v~ Verrat des Judas (S 65) auf den,

Selbstrrord des Judas (109) zu verschie-
ben® Der 7ucile Teill wirde dann mat
dem Tod und der Auferstehung Jeosu
enden Dumit entfiele die Belastung
durch die Uberlange von fast drer Stun-
den in der jcizigen zweiten Spielhalite

AuBerdem emnphehlt es sih aus vie-
lerlei Griinden, die nicht eigens benannt
zu warden brauchen %2 das Spicl vom
Nachmittag und Abend auf den Vornut-
tag und Nachmitteg +u verlegen, wie es
bisher tmmer Biavch gewesen 1st Die
Kosten der Beleuchtung und shrer Ma-
schinerie spiclen dabe Feine wesentli-
che Rolle Fs schant vielmchr technisch
emfach nicht notwendig, bei entspre-
chender Ausleuchtiung der Hinlerbuh-
ne, ber Verwcndung wvon Vorhangen
ust auf die Nacht auscuweichen Sicher
wurde darch emne Aufteilung auf die
zwer Tageshdlflen weit mehr gewonnen
als verle.on Mit der Ruchhehr zur tra-
ditionellen Ubung wurden auBerdem
wohl manche Ressentimenis abgebaut
werden und die Verdachtigung, ,an-
ders™ exnfachhin als Sy nonym fur ,bes-
ser” anzuschen, cntkraftet -

Die stellnweise antiqwert und ge-
kiinstclt  wirkende Reimfussung st
nicht und in jcder Himsicht ein Vortesl
Dies Urieill verstarkt sich, wenn man
sich die Verse auf thre sprachliche Ge-
stallung und 1thre Verstandhichkeit fiir
dun Zuhdrer naher anschaut Fin Bew-
spiel fur vicle ser angefuhrt ,da er die
Kranhen hat gehailt — und 1hnen den
Gosund erterlt? (15) Die Rentation
von Versen stellt an den Sprecher giofla
Anforderungen, erst recht, wenn es sich
um Knittelverse handelt. Sollle man
nicht, um der Volkssprache nahe zu
blesben, bei entschadenden Stellen auf
dén authentischen Prosatext der Bibel
zurfichgrerfen? Schon jetzt wird be der
Verlesung des Urteilsspruches des Pila-
tus auf Prosa iibrigegangen (145 £ff) Die
Worte Jesu am Olberg, die Einsetzungs-
worte berm Abendmahl und die Worte
Jesu am Kreuse bieten sich threr 1n-
tensiven Dichte dasu an Es wirkt nicht
uberzeugend, wenn man Jesus am
Kreuze beten hort ,0O Vater in des
Himmels Zinnen, — ich bilte dich, ver-
zeithe 1hnen" oder ,,Weib! Den statt meis
ner ich benenne, — Johannes, fur dem
Sohn erkenne” (169 171)**® Doch sind
vor allem 1n den umisono wiederhollen
Schlufiversen des Chores, der Holle
oder des Hohen Rates einpragsame For-
mulierungen gelungen, z B ,Es 1st be-
schlossen, er soll sterben — eh wir mit
unsercm Reich verderben® (18)

Nauchst der sprachlhichen scheint die
musihilische Gestaltung i mancher
Hinsicht ¢iner Rewvision 7u bedurfen
Durdh den nalrhiegenden Ruckgriff auf
Rosners Zuilginossen Rulhiter st uin
addquates, weon auch akademisch wir-

Boodo Poadant e dem rachie vollis
Lantich Dl varecehic o S0 1M 0 ne-
v gulundep wordin Sl necht v le
Paitien a‘|}lu Tingitsmg e ten? Von
aner L kantablin Milucdik 'Y habe ich
micht alleu viel gerierkt Insgesimt hat-
te ich don Fond-uck, doB die musikali-
sche Unturmalung suf die verscluedens
artigen Sszenenfolgen micht besoaders
emfuhlsam cingegangen it Viellacht
konnte trot7 aller Befurchtung, daB vie-
le Kéche dun Bror verderhen, als Fxe
perte Dr Roberl Munsler, der Dirckior
der Musiksainmlung dur Bayerischen
Staatsotblivthek Munchen, brijerogen
werden Von thm als uinem Kenner dor
musik dischen Lidmatur Tdhiters durlte
mancher Ilinweis  erwartet  werden
Doch werden die Ausstillungen mat al-
ler Reserve gewufiat, da cin bloB cin-
maliges Hoien hen fundiates Urted
erlaubt

Die beiden Engelarien sollte man al-
lerdings besser streichen Sie sind gut
gemeint, werden aber wohl kaum ver-
standen Dagegen kinnie man uberle-
gen, obi die Spannung der Zuschauer
baim matreifienden letzien Szenenbild,
der Verherrlichung Gottes durch die
himmhschen Chore, nicht durch den ge-
mewmsamen Gesung von ,Groflier Gott”
»mit Pauken und Trompetien™ aufgefan-
gen werden sollte Das gemewsame
Laed schlieft Darsteller wie Schauspic-
ler susammen 1m gemensamen Vollzug
desscn, was das Spiel im cigentlichen
Swnn 1st und sein wall, ein Akt der Got-
tesverchrung Be‘kannt sind die Chorale
in den Passionsmusihen Bachs Auch in
fruheien Passionsspielen waren die Zu-
schauer 1mmer wiecder durch den
Volksgesang jn cdie Handlung embeso-
gen worden Ob divser Vorschlag prak-
tikabel 1st, kann nur an Ort und Stelle

“ausgemacht werden

Die Inszenterung gbt sich nicht chne
Erfolg und viele Emfalle sichilich Mu-
he Angesichts der kursen Verberci-
fungsrerit gehuhrt thr eire ungeteille
Anerkennung Sie hat auszugleichen,
wenn der Text die verschiedenen Span-
nuggspole zu wenig berucksichtigt Das
Passionssprel soll theaterwirlsam sein
und suglewch dem rehigiosen Verkundi-
gungscharakter Rcchnung fiagen Es
soll, ohne in Platituden abzusinken
aussagekraftig sein und zugleich als

Spiel des Volkes fur das Volk uberzeu- -

gen Es soll den verschicdenen Anspru-
chen, Erwartungen Dildungsniveaue
der Zuschauer entgegenkommen un”
zugleich der Veran! voriung gegeriibe”
dem religiosen Stoff w e gegenubex der
Besuchern gleicherwerse gerecht wes-
den DaB diese schier undurchfuhrbare
Auv*gabs jeden Theatormann ebense
re.zt und mit alter-a‘:ven Probleme-
konfrant ert, 15t zu b~donhen Auch hies
gt wie vuberall 1 Leben “ewrc
Extreme:

Fin begrundcter, nuht, willfulaiger
Kompromff bidet sich als der crfolg-
veisprechende Weg an Er unispricht

Ao gt Do) owd tug -
Berelire 050 1 Hung B oeders rare s teh-
i vn Thanes Py i, die ITonne in

12 Kut 35 5 g0 und e @ nzustieh n: Nicht

uns '-d'J».t \err‘nrhgcn wir 31, sondern
Chistus Tesus als den Hurm -— uns |
sclbst nur als cure Knechie um Juu
willen ® .
Dishalb werden die Besmnung.pau-
sen danyenchm emplunden, die 1m An-
schluf an die lehenden Dilder oder die
Lasteisscnen und den darauf folgenden
Chor durch die Musik emngeschoben
werden Es Fommt daber mehe 2uf die
Tatvache und weniger auf dic Lange an
Zu viel bezichungsweise zu Tuge w e
weniger Wie schon evwahnt, and Josus
und die Laster die beden Widerpute
Tritin sie 1ls solche deuthei und aus-
grwngen 1n Erscheinung? Die Hollens
secnen werden durch die ungehemmien
Orgicn emner atonalen Schlag.eugbatte-
tie lotmolivisch geschadkt eingefihrt
Ebenso wird der Hohe Rat jeweils mit

Trompeicn angekindigt. Eme letmoti-

vische Hervorhebung Jesu durch ane
Lestimmie Melodie der Streicher fehlt |
Oder 1ch habe sie uberhort

Der gesamte 1ollenspuk mit gelunge-
nen Anlethen aus Matthias Gidnevald
und Iheionymus Bosch wird finfmal
mit Ilravour .wie emn ,damonischer |
Perchientans®  beinghe  ,zelebrert” o
Schon ran optisch und akustisch wer-
den dadurch die Gew:ichte verschoben
Mein Vorschlag ist, der gesamten bolli-

schen Versamm!mg mit Luzfer am

Anfang bei der BgschluBfassung (3—8)
und am Ende bom 'F":gestar\dms der
Niedeilage (185f) die Ehre zu geben

Wenn es=ein mub, kbnnte noch dje ver-
memtliche Siegesfeier nach der Verur-_

terlung Jesu (149 £f) teleriert werden

Ber den_zwer,_besser dh
nen wiire eine wemger aufwendige Bez,:
sprechungt unter den Lastern ohne Tu-

zfer und semncn Hoefstaat siluationsye-
rechter fir den motwierlen Fotlgang |
der Mandlung und’ ergichiger fiir emnen |
verstandmisvollen * Mitvollzug (62— 65
1211 ev 149 {f) Die Gefahr, durch all-*
cu dickes Auftragen s Unglaubwurdi-
ge und Lachecliche abzugleiten, darf
mcht uberschen werden. Darum meine
ich, man sollte es dabe1 hewenacn las-
sen, daB Judas sich mit teuflischer Assi-
stenz aufhangt Die anschlieBende Hol-
lenfahrt kann man sich _besser en. |
Sonst schligt die Tragik allzu lewht 1
Gaudi um AuBerer Hohepunkt emes!
Passionsspiels ist die Kreuzigungsszene .
Den nneren Sinn des stellvertreionden’
Gehorsamsleidens Christi ,bis zum Tod
am Kreuze“ (Phil 2,8) enthullt die Auf-,
erstehung Darum erklart der Aufer-]
standene den beiden JGngern auf dum|
Wege nach Emaus ,Multe nicht dess
Messias dies leiden, um so in scne!
Hurtlichkeit e'nzugehen® (Lk 24,26)7 In-
folgedessen ware es un-sinmg, ymt det
Kieuzigung a uf;uhurcn Doch wird je-
dur Versuch, die Aufcisichung sc'ost
duzustellen, uumer mehr als fi v -
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dig bletun Dus gilt auch fur den
entmater iisierenden Ver nth, durch
Leaticflese den mutempirischen Vor-
gang fur die Sinne fafbar su maden
Die Aufu-tchung scibst hat memand
gischen Ditum kann wnd soll <ie anch
pisgognd 1m Nachbild s _Gesaht be-

fomunen Aber den Aufustandenn hat

man geschen Darum muB diesa, wie

fn fiuheien Textlassungen, 1m Krose
_sancr Jungr leibhaltig cischeinen e
hom s ~sne_und noch_he ser der Mis-
<o okl _die Apodd bidden su
an D+ 57 nen hattea CGowiehl un Zu-
___ﬁ-mnu_i\h T (T T TR E T TR T 1 it
__Sl_r:fn ITerrn e gesoygle Fasdhoonung

dos Aufur-t~ndenen 1ls Garlner n der
Begegpuni put Manﬁ Magdalina hat
syohl allgems in entiauscht

Ob man die Brutalitat des Todes mit
dem All.hat cines uberdimensionier-
ten P1igcls oder besser mit dem der ge-

" wohnien Sense veranschaulicht, ruhrt

an cin generelles Selbsiverstandnis der

* Inszemiervng, mwicev cit <,e sich als di-

duktische Form der Verhundigung ver-
steht. Tiw.e s eit soll das Bestrchen, den
Zuschauver <ur bewuftcn Identifizie-
rung mat &m Wort und der Tat des
Pass.onsgeschohens anrutegen, daduich
eileichtert v eoden, dafl man auf allver-
traute Schemrata zuruchyreift, um 1hm
bel séiner giist*gen Positivn abzuholen?
Soll man sich also seiner Spruche und
soiner Bildor bedienen, damt er sich
wiedererhennt und  Juchter n der
Mindlung « wdi rhadit? Odor soll der
Zus haue r durdh unge = vhnte und anf-
ruttelnde Seln ] thor e ws den ans
pfabirnen Dink- und  Vorsh Hanss-
plasen hee o geworfon werdan?  In
don cinen Falle droht die Grfahr, daB
ur sich 1n suner bisherigen defizienten
altung a"'su lacht bestatigt fuhlt, 1m
anderen Falle, daB o1 sich unwilhig eder
unbcwufit speirt und die Handlung au-
Orn an seacr Scelenhaut ablauft, ohne
cmmsadringen

Es sei rmir erlaubt, noch emnmal cine
damit susvynmenhingende Versuchun
moderner D.diktik, auch Religionsdi-
dsLtik, ~nsu-prechen, naml.ch das Be-
struben, os mighchst anders 2u machen
als b.shier Niewnond aber kann unge-
shaft die truiendjahnge Frfghrung ne-
greren, dic 'm AnschluB an Ansstotcles
die Formulicrung gefunden h.t ,an
medio stat virlus * In einem ver-niwor-
feten Leben geht es nuicht um Mittelma~
Cighet Fs 15t vielmehr die jeweilige, je
und je ncu su suchende Spannungsmmt-
te zwichen extremen IPolen anrzusire-
ben Das Einstnchmen und Durchhalten
der Polatitat, der Spannung, und nicht
das Auswrichen in Polansierung durch
die Ne sation cnes der haden Span-
nungenole st das Grunulgescls jedwe-
denTatens

ihen ioroausgzey ogionen Trofilie-
Tamg 0 ¢ heoden Kontiahionten Tew and
Qe Fllles raster wt die Ceenubuslel-
"'""! dr3 Kentrasles swshicn dum Pet-
‘31l a r Menge beam kansog Jesu in Je-

rusalum Jum

I‘ulk Stammung~um-
schwung beun $Kicevage” ein da hba-
rcs Objeht jtder Inssoaurg e bio-
didnden ATissenesenen in der Dason-
berger-Ti~upg «ind umarzessen Sie
diirfen auch bum_Rosucr Spiel nidit

fohlin, Abur geride By~ nsaonen be- o

fotiga viee 1 ngeoie Zot sur Finstudie-
wung s fur die Poobe wffuhrung sur
Vafupung stand Es stihit noch wviel
Probonnbot bovor Wonhillen d af phe
ne Verlost fur de Vo uuddms der
10 nellung die worthne Au teeshung der
1 ainller s e on Tonpel .

e Krnviguug wird hadw citkhich
geradesu mnusaos nachvollzgeon Wird
hier meht s vicl des Cuten geton? Es
soll nicht Mitledd, sondun Mitleiden,
das 1in der Mitwelt werlerw irkt, hervor-
gerufen werden

Neben diesen mehr als Anfragen ge-
dachten Bomerhungen steht und fallt
jedes Spiel mut der Uberzeugungskraft
schauspielenischerLesstungen Mir ist
noch in lebhafler Erinnerung, wie Ju-
das (Schwaighnfcr) 1950 und 1960 von
der Verswuflung wie en  durres
Heibstlaub 1m Winde uber die Buhne
gewnbelt wurde  Allen stockte der
Atem Der egocentische Judas und der
reumutige Petrus sind zw 1 Minnel, de-
ren gegensaizlicher Lebcnsweg 2in
dankbarcs Klischee fur emne hontrastic-
rende Nachzeichnung abgibt Ene

ner Doppelrolle als Neid und als Reb1
Dagegen el Te us ab Mt dor uberseu-
peaden Darslclung dwser Rolle steht

Glanzleistung gelang dem Neid 1n se:-\

und [allt jedes Passionsspic]l Das Uited |

Ldican Tilenten amste Mann durf den
Jerus spiclon® (CAZY st unang bracht
Duch sehemt do Mmogist lans Tablonha
(37) fur dicse umverglarchlich schwieri-

ge Rolle ubeifordert, wenn er auch im”

swoten Tl en Sichobert gevnmn
I'isabeth Tablonka (27) als Mana und
Max Joblanka (£7) als Kaiphas scheinen
demgegenuber entwichlungsfahig

Insgesamt mufl vor allem die schon
erwahnte schwierige Aussprache der
Roumfassung | verstandlicher  eingeubt
werden Aber wem sage 1ch das? Bischof
Sdiw arsunbick s ihuliert den allgomei-
nun Eindruck, wi na er daraul verweist,
dafl ,noch die anfwendige Szenene und
die gestallurische Kraft der Laiendar-
steller, vor allem ber den anspruchs-
vollen Szenen, 7u schr wuscinander-
hlaffen*

Es braucht nicht eigens befont zu
werden und muf es doch Das Passions-
spiel stcht und fallt mut der religidsen
Uberzeugung der Lawenspicler Das 1st
mir cvident rum Be vulitsean gekom-
mun, als Udo Jurgens versuchle, die Be-
Kehrung des |, Tedcfann® ber den dies-
Jahtygen Salslaiger Fostsprelen nache-
suvollzulin Das Passionssnel Tebt und
stinht ot do ghaw urdige n Sichibar-
wotdvn sener Ghonthehen Dimension
Dey Ortseastliche hat hicl wne unver-

—ethtbaie, nicht geage Anfeabe und
Verantwatung ey der Vorberertuag

bt e i e

o=l be der Durd! fubrong sowohl in-

s chtfich o Speelir wie des Bph iy 0D A
TTFoaingt e liahor asslalit STeehl

yuht 2o crrechen und st wohl audi
nait nobg Alicr Zurdichhaliung ware ||
angebracht und virllacht e Angebot
voa Facizitien fur diejuntgen Spreler,
g sith duich wne wilensive Tinsiin-
mung vorbeieiten wollen

Fs wfspnicht emem  sorwologischen
Gresels, 18 due cinzelne als Ghud civer
Gemeinshiaft wathend  von der
Stenmang m dweer Cumenselbeft o=
ot cod st wied Daume st es
wiahtig und, wie mir schont, unver-
meidhich, 418 das gonze Dol geradesu
von wmemn Pasuonsspielficber i fufit
wnud Das mufl sich auch duficchch
kundtun Das Wachsenlassen der Haare
ber der mannlichen Devdlkerung im
AulfGhrungsiahr trug viellewcht dieser
Erhenntms unbewuft Rechnung Es
sollie micht abgeschaflt werden.

Als Laienspicler hommt eben dic ge-
samte Bevolkeryng von Oberammergau
in Betracht, auch diejemgen, dic sich
mit dem Rosner-Spiel nicht ohne werte-
315 anfreunden honnen, weil thr Herz
am Dausenberger-Spiel hiingt Das Gelin-
gen des Passionsspiels wird nicht zu-
letst dadurch bestimmt werden, 1nwie-
weit die Bevolkeiung emnmitig zusam-
menfindet und zusammensieht Person-
liche Empfindhichkeiten mussen - hier
gegeniiber dem Dienst am Ganzen zu-
ruckstehen, so berechligt und verstind-
hich cine anfungliche Distangierung ge-
wesen sein mag Was gewesen sty ist
gewesenn Es steht michts Geringeres als
die Zukunft des Spicls auf dem Sp.ele
Allen set mat 1 Kor 14,20 gesagt | Bri-
der, sad nicht Kindér an Verstand!
Scid vielmehr Kinder an Bosheit, an
Vurstand, aber reife Menschen “ S.cher-
Tieh wuirden manche Schwiergkerden
ber der Desctrung der Rollen lewhter
gelost werden hornen, wenn sich allen
Bctiacht kommenden Burger selbstles
zur Verlugung stellen wiirden und —
das ist dic unausweichliche Kchrseite —
n die Auswahl einbesogen wiirden

Das Passionsspiel ist eine Sache des
ganzen Doifs und soll emme Sache des
ganzen Norfs bletben Deshalb soillen
nach Miglichheit kemne Anlethen bes-
auferdorfliichen Kriften gemacht wer-
den Diese Neuerung halte ich fur fol-
gensehwer und gefahrhich Der Tolzer
Knabenchor, die auswértigen Musiker
mussen uhd konnen unschwer durch
ugene Krafte beziehungsweise durch
eine andere Regie ersetrt werden Fin
Passionsspiel strebt keme Scensationen
an Wenn es das Charakteristikum des
Spieles vom Leiden, Tod und Auferste-
hen Christt aufgebe odir verlicren wur-
de, nanlichvom Volke fur Jes Volk
aunfpefvhit /m werden, ware ¢ um suine
Beondetheit und seine Aasqchangs-
kraft gescliehen. Olle, der Nupmal.er-
braucher, muB sich ym Tt waderfin-
den Sein Welt- und Glaubensy 2istnd-
nis muB angespruchen worden D e che-

03

e e — . e . e




aus reanchen Wiiven dor Plob wiffuh-

rz Elitaie Ambitwaen sind der Tod
cnes Volhsspicles, als das sich ain Pas-
sonaspril versteht ,Wihret don Anfan-
gen!”™ prull hicr in uneigennutager ge-
senseiliger Wachsamheat bedacht wer-
den Wie das mm Konhiclen zu gesche-
hen hat, die Beanlwortung dieser Frage
fordert die bereitwillige und selbstlose
Zusammenatbut allek Oberammergauer
Dustrelb <chaint o angebiacht, dafl atlen
stunmbi rechfigten Burgern Gelogenhert
gegeben wird, thre Meinung su wnBein
und damit cugliwch Mitverantwortung
£u tibuinchmen.

Es gcht aber beun Passionsspiel micht
nur um Oberammergau Es geht um
viel mchr Es geht um emn wéltwet er-
waurteies Zeugms fiir den christlichen

" Glauben, um eme von vielen vergeblich

erwartete und erschnte Onentierungs-
hilfe 1n unserer unsicher gewordenen
Welt, die andersw o in dieser Form nicht
gegeben werden kann ¥ Darum st das
Pagsonsso.cl weit mehr als emne Ange-

t des Doifes allein Das zeigt
schon das bieite Echo imn den Medien
auf die Probeauffuhrung Die Verant-
woltung des Dorfes st giof}

Die SchluB=zene, die dankbare Piei-
sung des goithchen Lammes mm Wort
und B ld, [u8t den Sinn der Pasvion des
Heirn 7usammen, die Ve.-herrhichung
Gottes ,SchlieBlich st Jas Ziel er-
jeicht wenn er Golt, de.n Vater, das
Reich ubergibt, nachdem er jede (damo-
nische) Heorrschaft, jede Gewalt und
Afacht entmachiet hat" (1 Kor 15,24)
Dieses geolfenbarte Zicl der Erlosungs-

Das Dorfl mufl wlbot s ntselicnlen Duh
mag die Aulciung cues Auflunstelien-
den, wenn anch innetheh nicht Unbe-
teiiglan cw utet yudon e vorge-
legten Ubiilogungin honeacn wifgrund

der Probuaullulitung su_dee Muonung
der Rosner-Fossung 1980 dle Ch e su
eben, wober alle Inlures~enten wo sen,
daB c¢s noch viel cu foilen gibt Duber
erscheint der Salz un Yorwort des
Textbuches 1977 micht cme swingende
Folgerung aussusprechen  ,Die Piobe-
aulfubrung 1277 soll cunische.den, was

von 1380 an gesprelt werdem wird *_Ei-

aly
a*
== s ~
sl
'
3 - a
o oz ge Vasuchung cur Tochstilisie- bt Pog dlom VersUmbne fun e Ware 0 @t 10« a2 s e han A don AL
= 5 iy J i Ll e o by wn alita Lans s a,, mubait in
rung <ioes tchigo en Fiostspo los sahmt de vna Burde cines Poassoos oo ldunfos Ao Rt s bim e ol e Al ATl !

MEOP ehen el wn chl R Varse Besue bon
Walte Ain o nbiodies shilon 1 %un en Cinen
Paes® wy o oY g oaer oams Ahfo ey ngLn

I PMIin o cF A0 43 T nande s cTeten
Monnlewner 53 o'unlen zelgt swh su- oble
Mt ahi

WSahr2 a0 51 So bhodonken Bleibt 7 doch,
BB A 8 10 il et anduis £} IL wad & nkt
s ol 2 17 v 38 Ple endaplert durehnoiuntle
Ioveerniiung dor Vellve s minluupen, der der
Tuudel aunite Lt dualistiseg an Vel zornag dor
Veiltvicht Vorschab leisten M n denke sa den
Anfmg dus Buchis Iiob, wo Golt ¢g jst, dir
St ermichtgt 1lob zu versithen Aulcrdem
kimn den die Laster ob ihier duie® ge %end grotes-
Afn  abstoferden Aufmachunyg 1n.2 fem Auf-
ticten des Newdes ols Reb! von ilirer fuwsanie-
nndin wallmaniliag clegan.en 21 e ablonken,
untur der sie Jen I nschen vunwden

# P Rattelnuller stellte 1ait Hocot fest Bian
kommt nwh Ob vammeiyu 1 iht e Funst
wegrn sondeanm des Coa beng €2 Zitlut In
;‘H;rn‘chcncr hith Kudhenedlung vom 25 9 1957,

ne_cndgultige Pnt.chodums kann erst
pach_der !nnlllf:lj‘i;;;;E iiinm;qugg

ot der Probe-
auffuhrung, nac inrm__~clbstlosen
. tigauer und
n L tive ezle-

hungsweise negativen Zuspruch der Be-

sucher 1980 gefallt weitden Denn erst .

wird sich entscheiden, ob die Wieder-
aufnahme Rosnci< cine F pisode oder c1-
nen Anfang marhiert '

Es gilt der Saiz des wohl hesten Ken-
ners der Geschichle der Oberamme gauer
Passionsspiele ,Wenn heote die Ober-
ammergauer sogar das Passionsspicl
der Well besitzen, hegt dies micht nur
an der kunsthichen Abdrosselung der
mmstcn ubrigen Spicle, sondern vor al-
lem an der Treue, it der sie auch n
schilimmen Zeiten an dem Gelubde rhrer

Valer fusthiellen, uber 200 Jahre hun- -

. duich, chne Ti idiionshiruch, aher auf-
gesthlossen den Wandlungen der Zet
nachhommend " # Das beduute t auch fur
Oberammergu  ,Was du crerbt von

tat Jesu verdeuthicht das P. prel.
Daduich wird dem Zuschauer cdie

" chinsthiche Weltsicht eindrucklich ver-

mittelt Fr wird aus der lahmenden
Veruncicherung und Verzagiheit,, aus
miftramscher Klankarwcrtheit  und
Selbstverhaltung heravsgefuhrt 1n die
glaubige Zuversicht und grofimutige
Beicitschait, selber an der Miterlosung
der Welt in Chnistus durch das Zeugnis
dor L'ebe betailigt 7u werden ,Denen
also, cie der goitlichen Liebe glauben,
gibt er (der Herr der Profange«chichte
und der Hellsgeschichle) die Sicherheit,
daB allen Menschen der Weg der Licbe
offensicht und daBi der Versuch, eine
allumfassende Bruderlichkeit herzustel-
len, micht vergeblich 1st* (Pastoralkon-
stitution ,Die Kirche in der Welt von
hcute® Art 38,1) Die Verkiindigung
dieser unerhorien, nur im Glauben
sichibaren und eifaflbaren sinngeben-
den Dimension der Lcbensgeschichte
des einzelnen, emner Gemeinschaft, der
Welt, der sich von seiner bhevollmiich-
tigten Sendung her jeder Seelsorger be-
spnders verpflichtet weil, 15t unserer
desoricntierten Zeit notiger denn je
Das Passionszpicl leistet cinen uncrsetz-
baren Bettrag hiazu

Fs .st en spenelles scelsorgeiliches
Intereste, das dicse Zeilen yeranlafit

104
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d n Vatoin hast, erwub es, um es zu
besilzen . v

Alle Menschen guten Willens, alle
Christen und unter dicsen besonders al-
le in Jer Scelvorge oder Relipionslehre
Engag erlen erwarlen voller Hoffnung
und mit guten Wunschen und Gubelen,
daB auch das Passionsspiel 1980 diber-
zeugerd die alle Menschen umfassende
Vaterliche Gottes verhundet, wail das
Leben, das'Lewden und die Auferste-
hung semnes gotthichen Sohnes vum Volk
fur das Volk vor-gesprelt wud Das
Nach-leben 1n dankbaier Glaubigheit
gehort dazu, fur die Spieler wie fur die
Zuschauver In den vorgclegten Ausfuh-
rungun geht es mht nur um das Pas-
sionsspiel 1 Obirammergau Es geht
Ict/tidh dazum, 1m Bewufitsein von
Priestern und Laen die Wertschatzung
ciner gansmenschlichen rehgiosen Pra-
x1s, wosu auch das rehgiose Spiel gehort,
zu starhen und 7u festigen Dadurch soll
zugleich der aufkommenden Gefahrdung
micht nur der Theologen, soadein aller
Gluubigen n unserer Zeit begignet
werden, sich einseitig in eimen blassen
und bliverten Rationalismus zuruck-
susichen
W Textbuch 1977 Vo wort
W ATan dunke unler sndorem on dle nwhilhe

Abkuhlur g bat dar olfenen Fuohitabuline an
dle Lnmu liebke b, mdit nur fur Austande= Im

#® SAlicr 2 370 S
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Im Geist des Ursprungs -

Leben und Werk
Otto Karrers

'

T P,

Wer einmal eine imnere Kirchengesdudhy,
te Ades 20 Jalithunduats sebreibt, der ward
an Name w.d Werk dc3 Purestors ung ”
Theologen Otto Karier nicht vorbeige
henr kvanen Mehr noch Er, urer d
»Stlltn yn Lande”, dessen Aibeit mich
ohne Schmersen, aber in geduld.ge
Iiebe sur Kirche thre Kieise zog, muj
an heivoriagender Stelle genannt wer
den Kaiier ist emer der groBen geisth
chen Fuhrer in der ersten Halfte des 2
Jahihunderts Aufihren Schultern bou
en wir weiter, ohne es noch recht z
wissen Karrer hat ein Bild von Kircl
7um Leuchten gebiacht, nach dem di
Menschen sich schnen, einer Kirche, ds
mohr veisteht als verurledt, die d-
Wesentliche an’ der Botschaft Chnis
mit Festigheit vertnitt, ohne die Hum;
nitat cu vesletzen und zu belesdigen

Hugo Rohner hat d:ese Seite an OF
Karrer 1n e'nem B ief zu dessen sie'
sgsten Geburtstag e miral so ausg
drucht ,Du hast o5 Dun Lebtag n
Monsghen 74 tun gelabt, mt denen €

¢ was los war — init den Gulalosen, n
den Ieimrat'osen, imt den Rtlo~en wy
am licbsten m t den schenbar Go!t!j

|
{
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Arbeitsgemeinschaft Passion
- Oberammergau

An Herrn
Burgermeister Ernst Zwink
und den Gemeirderat von Oberammergau

L

Oberammergau, den 28-4-78

Sehr geehrte Herren,

die ArbeLtsgémelnschaft flassion hat in ahrer Mitgliederversammlung vom
23p-4-78 die Vorstands hatt beauftragt sine Resolution mit folgendem In-
halt dem Gemeinderat von Obeiammergau zu unterbrsitern. )
Die Arbeitsgemeinschaft Passion lehnt eine Auffuhrung des Daisenberger-
spleles 1980 ab.

Grurde:

=

1. Das Daisenbergerspiel ist au literarischar Hinsicht der Rosner-—
vorsion welt unterlegen. -

2., Der Daisenbergertext entepricht nicht den Forderungen des 2, . -
Vatikani~chen Kenzils nd kann ihnarn auch nicnt angepalit werden.,
fine diesbesugliche iberarbeitung kame einer Neuschopfung gleich.

3. Die Prohbe 1977 hat bewiesen, daB die Rosnerversion spielbar ist
und sowohl vom Text wis auch vor der Inszenierung weirtaus starker
1st als das Daisenbergerspiel. 25

4. huBerungen der katholischen und evangelischen Kirche, der jidi =
schen Seite und der Massenmedien die die Gemeinde sindesutig

dawor warnen zu Daisenbaerger zuruck zu kshren, durfen im Inte -

: resse der Dorfgemeinschaft nicht ubergangen werden. ‘

- '

Die Mitglieder der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Passion fuhlen sich deshalb ver -
pflichtet, den Gemeinderat aufzufordern, auf keinen Fall den bestehenden
BaschluB8 1980 Rasner aufzufuhren, umzustoBen. ;

»

Sollte der Rosnerbeschlul dennoch vom Gemeinderat umgestoBen werden, so
werden wir von unserem demockratische: Recht Gebrauch machen und eine Sache
die nicht uberzeugt und die nach unserer Ansicht nur Nachteile fur Ober =
ammergau brangt, nicht unterstutzen, D.h. Aufgaben nicht ubernehmen. -

Mirt vorzuglieher Hochachtung

dig Vorstandschpft ; | X
2 «Z/Z/M/M%y | :

c/o Kopien ergehen an samtl. Gemeinderatsmitglieder.

G o ket -




[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



_ TRANSLATION
ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT PASSION OBERAMMERGAU

To: Mayor Ernst Zwink
and the Town Council of Oberammergau

4/28/78

Gentlemen:

At its meeting on 4/23/78, the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Passion
authorized its Board to present the following resolution to
the Town Council of Oberammergau.

The ArbeitsgemeinschaftPassion rejects (will not accept) a
performance of the Daisenberger play in 1980.

Reasons:

1. In a literary sense, the Daisenberger play is
inferior to the Rosner version.

2. The Daisenberger text does not conform to the
requirements of Vatican Council II and cannot be
made to conform. Any additionally revised version
of Daisenberger will present exactly the same
problem.

3. The test performances in 1977 showed that the
Rosner version is viable and, further, that the
text and general production is much stronger
than the Daisenberger play.

4, Statements from Catholic, Protestant and Jewish
circles as well as the mass media have warned the
community against a return to Daisenberger. In the
interest of community solidarity the warnings cannot
be overlooked. ’

continued.....
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The membership of Arbeitsgemeinschaft Passion feel an
obligation to demand that the Town Council under no
circumstances reverse the existing decision to perform

Rosner in 1980.

In the event that the Town Council should reverse this decision,
we will exercise our democratic rights and will not
support an affair which is not convincing and, that in our
opinion can only create problems for Obérammergau.

This means we will not participate (take no assignments).

Respectfully,

THE BOARD



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to

from

April 14, 1978

Marc Tanenbaum
Bert Gold

If they are going to have any meaning at all, letters
from Christian religious leaders to Oberammergau must

go out before the end of the week beginning April 17th.

Would you please give this your immediate and fullest
attention.

cc. Bill Trosten

LA TR D RO T2 o8 6 LAA D UAL



MANPOWER'

TEMPORARY SERVICES

i ' Elmer L Winter
! Past President
- Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, NY 10022. April 11, 1978

Dear Rabbi:

I can well understand your disappointment at the change
in plans in Germany. I know how hard you and Miles
worked on this program. It almost sounded too good to
be true when it was announced.

Keep fighting the battle! I am sure at some pomnt in
time enlightened Germans will reach the right conclusion.

Begt wishes,

Elmer L., Winter,
ELW:glh

cc: Miles Jaffe
Bert Gold

INTI_EHNATI(jNAL HEADQUARTERS - 5301 N IRONWOOD ROAD MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53201 + (414) 961 1000



i MandlstraBe 23 |
Katholische Jetisss

l\}(ii(jfarrﬁfa 8 Munchen 40
in Bayern Tel. 089/391091

TEILNEHMERLIGSTE

Forum am 19. November 1978 ain Minchen

DIE PASSION JESU ALS GEISTLICHES SCHAUSPIEL -
ZU OBERAMMERGAU 1980

Referentep:

Prof. Dr. Dr. Friedrich K 1 e ne c k er , Professcr fur
neuere und neueste deutsche Literaturgeschichte und Literatur-
didaktik an der Gesamthcchschule Paderborn

Prof. Dr. Franz M u 8 n e r , Professor fur Biblische
Theologie an der Universitat Regensburg

Prof. Dr. Bo R e 1 ¢c k e , Professor fir Neues Testamwent
an der Unaiversitat Basel

Podiunsdiskussion

Dr. Alois F i n k , Minchen

Dipl.-Ing. Ernst Maria L a n g , Munchen

Dr. Nathan Peter L e v inson, Heidelberg

Dr. Franz Rappmannsber ger , Minchen
Paul Exnst Ratte lmuller , Leutstetten
Hans S ¢chwaz19ghofer, Oberammergau
Will:am S. Tros ten, New York

Franco 2 effirelli, Rom

Prof. Dr. Josef Georg 2 1 e g.l er , Mainz



; Teilnphme:g

1.

2.

1o.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

Abeler, M. R, °

Asam-Christensen, Margoux *
Apothekerin

Bauer, Carl
Fremdenverkehrsdirektor a.D.

Bauer, Hilde :

Berger, Coletta
Hausfrau

Berger, Hanns Ulrich
Kaufmann

Bertele, Egon
Kommorant

Berthold, Dr. Margot
Theaterhistorikerin

Bieler, Heinrich .
Bildhauer ; :

Bierling, Raimund
Augenoptiker

Blab, Theomas
Pfarrer

Bloch, Max-Hermann
Journalist

Bohm-Amtmann, Traudl
Oberreg.Ratin

Bohm, Werner-Hans
Regierungsdirektor

Busch=Hieronymi, Angelika

Christensen, Sven
Regisseur

Demleitner, Sr. M. Sigelind
Oberin

dpa Deutsche Presse-Agentur GmbH

Landesburo Bayern

Donau Kurier
Bilirc Miinchen

Dotterweich Dr. Helmut
Fernsehredakteur, BR

Engen, Xieth
Kammersanger

Eppelsheim, M.

Faller, Max
Bildhauer

Copernicusstr. 2
8ooo Minchen 8o

Bergmannstr. 26
8oo00 Minchen 2

Ettaler Str. 20
8103 Oberammergau

Ettaler Str. 20
8103 Oberammergau

Herrnpoint 26
8103 Oberammergau

Herrnpoint 26
8103 Oberammergau

Schlesierstr. 8
8901 Kissing

Reitmorstr. 26
8000 Miinchen 22

Metzenleitenweg 6
8%40 Berchtesgaden

Dorfstr. 17
8103 Oberammergau

Mayr-Graz-Weg 1o
811 Murnau

Robert-Koch-Str. 7
8000 Munchen 22

Laimer Platz 1/b
8ooo Miinchen 21

Laimer Platz 1/b
8ooco Munchen 21

Vohburgerstr. 9
o000 Minchen 21

Bergmannstr. 26
8000 Munchen 2

Hemauerstr. 1
8400 Regensburg

Sonnenstr. 27
8o00 Munchen 2

Neuberghauser Str. 3
8ooo Munchen 8o

Rundfunkplatz 1
8oo0 Munchen 2

811 Murnau

Danziger Str. 1
8ooo Munchen 4o

Gotenstr. 1
Booo Munchen 81
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

3o.

31.

32,

33.

34.

36.

37.

38.

39.

4o,

41.

42.

43.

45.

46.

47.

48-

49.

Fischer, Dr. Helmut
Rechtsanwalt
(2 Teilnehmer)

Franz, Irmgard

Dipl.-Dolm. u. Ubersetzerin

Fithrmann, Michael
Justizamtmann a.D.

Glaser, Theodor
Oberkirchenrat

Gluck, Henriette
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Lehrbeauftragter 1 8301 Eggmuhl
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Bayerische Staatsoper |
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Bildhaueran : 8ooco Munchen 19

143. Staegler, Paul ! Ludwig-Lang-Str. 52
Lehrer 8103 Oberammergau

144, Stolze, Rudiger 8000 Munchen
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148. Viermetz-Heidenreich Dr. Eleonore Theodor-Korner-Str. 9
8023 Pullach
149. Vogel, Maraia Xufsteiner Platz 1
Sozialarbeiterain 1i.R. 8ooo Munchen 8o
150. Vogl, Franz 8124 Seeshaupt
Hauptlehrer
151. Wanner, Dr. M. Alfonsa Kemnaterstr. 13
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Lehreran 1.R. 8103 Oberammergau
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8ooo Munchen 2
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162. Weyerer, Gunde Rotkreuzstr. 61B
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163. Graser, 1. Parsevalstr. 27
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164, v. Hauerechild, Gisela Alte Wolfratshauser-Str.
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165. Hildebrandt, Erica Allescherstr. 21
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169. Zunterer, Theco ILd. Langstr. 14

Schnatzer ' 8103 Oberammergau



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 9, 1978
to Bert Gold

from Marc H. Tanenbaum

EAATR DU O LA AAS

subject Meetings in Oberammergau, February 3-5, 1978

In response to requests contained in recent letters from Dr. Aleis Fink,
editor of the Rosner version of the Oberammergau Passion Play, and Hans
Schwaighofer, the director, an AJC delegation consisting of Miles Jaffe,
William Trosten, and myself went to Oberammergau for a series of meetings
that began on Friday, February 3, and that concluded on Sunday, February 5.

In their confidential letters and notes to us, both Fink and Schwaighofer
expressed a growang concern over efforts on the part of "ultra=-conserva-
tive" forces in Oberammergau to prevent the adoption of the more pro-
Jewish Rosner version of the Passion Play in order to return to the ear-
lier anti-Semitic Daisemberger script. Apparently, following the gener-
ally positive reactions to the August 1977 preview of the Rosner version
that was expressed by the audiences and in the German and overseas press,
Fink, Schwaighofer, Helmut Fischer and their colleagues took for granted
that the Oberammergau Town Council and villagers supported the adoption
of the Rosner text as the basis for the 1980 production.

In their euphoria, they seemingly had not realized that the pro-Daisen-
berger forces (which included not only traditionalists but unregenerate
Nazis and anti-Semites) refused to give up the ghost and set about sys-
tematically organizing the villagers to defeat the Rosner versionmn.

Ernst Zwink, the Burgomeister, was apparently the chief organizer of the
pro-Daisenberger forces. He and his associates had recently conducted
a "public opionion survey" of the villagers and announced that 60 versus
40 percent of the townspeople favored returning to Daisenberger. Both
Fink and Schwaighofer disputed the validity of the survey, and reported
that Zwink refused to show them the polling data.

While the Oberammergau Town Council had earlier voted 11 to 6 in favor
of the Rosner text, Fink and Schwaighofer had now become quite concerned
that the pro-Daisenberger forces led by Zwink were gaining strength and
if left uncontested might well defeat the Rosner script during the March
5th election.
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They invited our AJC delegation to make a special trip at this time
as a means of dramatizing to the Zwink-pro-Daisenberger forces that
"the outside world" was watching what was going on in Oberammergau,
and that there would be consequences in response to their actions.
The pro-Rosner leaders were strongly supported by Lufthansa Airlines,
especially in the person of Karl Koepcke, public relations director
and a good friend of Bill Trosten's. From our August visit, we were
also aware that some officials in the West German Government and in
the Bavarian Tourist Ministry also informed Oberammefrgau authorities
that they favored the Rosner version.

While in August we met mainly with the pro-Rosner group and had a
remarkably constructive dialogue (see my last Oberammergau memo,
August 25, 1977), we decided now to meet with "the opposition." On
Friday afternoon, we had lunch with Burgomeister Zwink at the Alois
Lang Inn in Oberammergau. Interestingly, he brought his own English
interpreter, even though Koepcke and Trosten are fluent as trans-=
lators.

Our meeting with Zwink lasted four-and-a-half hours. It should be
recorded that Miles Jaffe and Bill Trosten were absolutely superb in
their presentation of the issues - cool, disciplined, rational, per-
suasive. It was a marvelous piece of AJC teamwork at its best.

We informed Zwink that we were not accusing eithér Oberammergau nor
himself of being anti-Semitic; that we did not believe in the cor-
porate guilt of the entire German people; we were not anti-Chraistian.
In fact, we showed him a large collection of Anglo-Jewish press clip-
pings which documented our efforts to interpret the August 1977 Ros-
ner preview affirmatively in the United States and elsewhere.

But we made 1t clear to Zwank in forceful and unmistakable terms that
we regarded the Daisenberger text as "structurally anti-Semitic" and
that no cosmetic changes could redeem it of its fundamental anti-
Jewish nature. Keopcke pressed the point, in support of our views,
that the Daisenberger text would damage Bavaria, German, and Chris-
tianity in decisive ways.

When the meeting was over, all of us had theclear impression that we
had shaken Zwink pretty strangely.

Later, on Friday and Saturday, we met at great length with Fink,
Schwaighofer, and Fischer to discuss strategy. On Sunday morning,

we met again to draft a letter to Mayor Zwink as a memorandum setting
forth our position. Miles drafted an excellent text (copy of which
is attached) and Trosten and Fink translated it into German. While
we were working on the tests, Helmut Fischer ~ who, in additiom to
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playing Jesus in the 1970 production is also deputy mayor - came in
to tell us that Zwink had just called "a special meeting" of the
Town Council for next Wednesday, February 8th. Fink, Schwaighofer,
and Fischer thought that that might be a positive development, and
a direct response to our 4%-hour conversation with Zwink.

Fischer reported that he had been asking for such a meeting of the
Town Council for several weeks in order to hold a vote on the Passion
Play text, but Zwink kept avoiding summoning the Town Council.

On late Wednesday, February 8th, Schwaighofer telephoned Bill Trosten
(in Montreal). The Town Council had met and voted 9 to 6 - in favor
of Rosner! TUnless some other manipulation develops, the chances
appear that the 19B0 production will be based on the Rosner script.

Footnote: because Miles, Bill, and I took the time and trouble to
travel overseas in order to bolster the Rosner side, the feelings

of appreciation for our efforts on the part of the pro-Rosner group
became increasingly strong and manifest. On Saturday afternoon, while
Miles and I were visiting with Schwaighofer and his wife in their home,
I said to Schwaighofer - "Qur struggle now must be concentrated on
defeating the Daisenberger text and winning a victory for the Rosner
scrapt. But once that happens, we will want to talk with you further
about making needed additional changes in Rosner which still has some
anti=Jewish problems."” Schwaighofer responded spontaneously, 'We
will make whatever changes you réequest that are within réasomn and

our competénce. We will cooperate as fully with you as you have with
us!" We drank a schnapps, or several, -to-that!

MHT:RPR
Enclosure

cc: M. Yarmon

M. Jaffe

W. Trosten

S. Hirsh

Z., Shuster

M. B. Resnikoff

M. Fine /
2" H. Applebaunm
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T9: Benjamin Epstetn CONFIDENT TAL

FROM: Bertram Gold
DATE: June 26, 1978
RE: Oberammergau ; A

Fokh
[ RF2 5 ]

T am writing you this confidential, not for publication,memorandum

in order to express my surprise at the QE%ymment &ssued bv the ADL
dated June 13th relative to "drastic chaﬁgé§" that."will be made"
in the Oberammergau Passion Play. *x

If the press release reflects accurately what transpired b&ween :g
your delegation and the people in Oberammergau, then 1t would seem jf
evident t hat the ADL has encouraged Mayor Zwink and his associaﬁes
to believe that a mgjor Jewlsh group has for the first time endorsed
the Daisenberger Bext of the Passion Play, provided that certain

"changes"have been made, As I mentioned to you during-pur telephone

conversation on this subject b8fore your groupnﬁ left for Europe,

our detailed studies of the Daisenberger text, reinforced by similar
atudies carried oub in 1970 by major Catholie and iﬁroﬁesﬁént’ﬁéﬁ
Testament scholars, came to the clearcut concluﬁsion%that bdth'
theologically and dramaturgically Daisenberger was and is structurally
anti-Semitic, No cosmetic changes nor prologues can, altar 1ts basic

- framework, . ; ‘&3
i

By &tating in your press release that "we were not advdp?ating oae

over the mthery" I am afrédd that ADL will be placedl'i-r:\t a pos"i'ti'o_n_

of perpebusiting the Daisenberger version mfx and, in efﬁ?cf;,qhﬂércutting
%u the'supporters of t he Rosner version, ‘ 2 o

} Beyond that, that statement places ADL in the Same corner with Anton

Preisinger and his associatas who, according to Der Spiegel, were
- {

involved in expulsion of Jews 1in Oberammergau in the-Nazi period. ;




gty e
4 g et

-2'-
Ben, I think we ought to sit down and talk over this probazm

before it develops into a public controversy.
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May 26, 1978 be Gold, Trosten, Jaffe, Yaseen

Dr. Hans Lamm

Israelitische Kultusgemeinde
Reichénbachsirasse 27

8000 Mlinchen 5

My dear Dr. Lamm,

Your letter of May 18th addressed to the American Jewish Committee
has been directed to my attention. I thank you very much for your
inquiry regarding the NBC-TV '"Holocaust" program.

As you may know, I served as the American Jewish consultant to NBC-
TV and to the producers, Titus Productions, in the preparation of
the script as well as in the dramatization. The enclosed clipping
from the B'nai B'rith Messenger will give you some indication of
my point of view regarding the impact that "Holocaust" has had in
the United States.

With regard to your specific inquiries, I am pleased to send you
copies of all the material that the American Jewish Committee pre-
pared in cooperation with the National Council of Churches and the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. These study guides were
sent to every Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, and Jewish reli-
gious and civic leader in the United States.

v

I would suggest that it would be extremely helpful in preparing
German public opinion 1f similar mailings could take place espe-
cially from Catholic and Evangelical Lutheran authorities through
their pastors throughout Germany.

It does trouble me to learn from you that the Bavarian Network
does not plan to show "Holocaust" in Bavaria. I think that would
be a great mistake both morally and politically. I wonder if you
might contact Dr. Alois Fink of the Bavarian Cultural Ministry
who has been most cooperative with us in relation to Oberammergau.
It would be extremely important to show "Holocaust" in Bavaria
precisely because of the problem with the Daisenberger text.

RICHARD MAASS President m m BERTRAMH GOLD Ewzculive Vice Pies cent
MAYNARD | WISHNER Cnwrman Board of Gosernors ® MORTON K BLAUSTEIN Chairman National Executive Councl B HOWARD | FRIEDMAN Chairman Board o' Tiusters B
GLRARD WEINSTOCA Treasurer ® LEGNARD C YASEEN Secretary & ROBERT L HOROWITZ Associare T.easurer @ THEODORE ELLENOFF Charman Execume Commitee @
Honarary President> MORRIS 8 ABRAM LOUsS CAPLAN IRVING M EMGEL ARTAUR.J GOLDBERG PHIL'PL HOFFMAN ELMER L WINTER @ Honorary vice Presiden,s NATHAw wPPLE AAn
MRS JACOB BLAUSTEIN JACK A GOLDFARB ANDREW COODMAN EMERY £ KLINEMAN JAMES MARSHALL WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® MAX M FISHER Honorary Cnurvan
Manonal Executinve Lounci B MAURICE GL'™ERT Honord ¢y Treasurer B JOHN SLAWSON Executwe Vice President Emeatus 8 Vice Presidents JORDAN € BAND Cle ewnd
EDITH § COLIVER San Frantisco EMANUEL DANNETT Wesichester RAYMOND F KRAVIS Tuisa DAVID LLOYD KREEGER Washington O C RICHARD H LEVIN Lnceco
ALFRCD H MOSES Washington DC ELAINE PETSCHEK Wesichester MERVIN H RISEMAN New York RICHARD E SHERWOOD Los Angeles SHERMAN H STARR Bosion @
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My colleague, Zachariah Shuster, -and I have just.met to discuss this
problem. He plans to be in touch with you shartly after his return
to Europe in mid-June. He would like to work with you in helping to
prepare public opinion for a positive reception to the "Holocaust"
program when it i1s shown throughout Germany.

If there is any other way in which I can bé helpful to you, I hopé
you will feel free to ciall on me.

With warmest fersonal good wishes, I am,
@ordially yours
P -
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director_
Interreligious «Affairs

MHT.RPR

cc: Zachariah Shuster

A

Enclosures HOLOCAUST MAILINGS, NCC, AJC, BBM on MHT
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ISRAELITISCHE KULTUSGEMEINDE Rachenbachstrafle 27
MUNCHEN 8000 Miinchen 5, 18,5,1978
Korperschaft des 5ffentlichen Rechts Tddon26%006-2 oy .T./8t,
American Jewish Committee Ihr Zeichen

165 E. 56th Street
New York N.Ye. 10022

U.S.A.

Gentlemen,

as you may know, arrangements have been made to show HOIOCAUST
TV film in Germany too. However, as DER SPIEGEL related in 1ts
issue of May 15th, the Bavarian radio network may not participate
in this undertaking, a poaslbiliéy which' I can not verify yet.

However, in my talks with the Bavarian radio network which I plan
to conduct not only as president of the Munich Jewish Community
but mainly as representative of the dew of Bavaria in the network's
supervisory council (Rundfunkrat), I would like to have as much
material on the production and performance of the HOLCAUST film
and above all press reports on 1% as well the public's reaction.
Could you kindly send the material to me by airmail as well as the
book accompanying the film. Thanks you aver so much.

Faithfully yours,

Dr. Hang/ Lamm

Postschedkkonto Miinchen Nr 790 40-803 Bankkonten H Aufhauser, Munchen, Nr 690 201 Merkur-Bank, Horowicz K.G , Munchen, Nr 3883
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Tuesday, March 7, 1978

tO See Below
from Marc H. Tanenbaum

subject

The attached horrendous letter from”Oberammergau arrived today.

Please read it as soéon as possible. %Trbébﬁ an the office

Friday morning, returning from the Air Force Chaplain's School at
Maxwell Air Force Base.

I would like to consult with you then about how you thing we should
respond to this incredible document.

MHT:RPR

Enclosure

To: Judy Banki \[

S Inge Gabel 2

Bert Gold
Selma Hirsh
Miles Jaffe
James Rudin
Ira Silverman
Bill Trosten
Mort Yarmon
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American Jewish Committee’
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022
Uu.s.A.

4/2/78

Herrn
Burgermeister
Ernst Zwinkk
Ettaler-StraBe 12
8103 Oberammergau

/(,\,

Dear L&, Zuink, ‘

On our last visit to Oberammergau we regretted that time and
circunstances prevented our meeting and talking with more
pecple. On this winter visait, we were pleased to have had
the opportunity to speak with you at such length, Your
willingness to give us so much of your time and to shawe
your thoughts with us was most appreciated. L
The achievement of Oberammergau an its nistory of produiftion
of the Passion Play 1s tiie greater because 1t 1s the creation
of the village. Wwe understand the amportance of that fact

not only to the village 1tself but also to the great audience
which every temn years looks to you for artistic and religiomf S
anspiration. ' ;

Our interest and concern stems from an appreciation of C"
part of that audience, the United States. Ye also know tnat

the views of that audience are widely shardd in other couniries,
Especially since we have enjoyed your hospitaliity, experienced
the beauty of your village and 1ts mountains, been warmed

by the courtesy of your people and witnessed the artist

of your Flay, we feel we must share with you our concern with
the impact youd  cheved helomce Vs BAAL L Ounnd \Cozareq
WA Taeuve K “WRewt

- OS5
——Imthe 1ast ten years, Xicws of interreligxqp/ﬂ;rmony have
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moved, in many areas from tolerance to understanding and

mutual respect. In that process even theology has changed,
Chraistians have recognised that hastoric views of the vor s
relationship between Jews and the crucifixton, Jesus are nhot ¢
cnly historically inaccurate but have been responsible for

much of the anti-Semitism which has disfigured the Chraistian
image. The d<<cST% of Vatican Council II in this respect

have been not only accepted but gratefully velcowz2d, 1t has
resulted in increased understanding not only betveen Jews and
Protestants, Evangelicals and atl of the Chrastian denorinations,
Ve believe that.public opinion will no longer tolerate an 7
relxgloﬁb nessage centered on the there that Jews as,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ““?&
bear any historic guilt or collective responsibility for the
craxifixion of Jesus., The Mer?T jnferences of such a
relationship have been met by universal expressions of 3~*+“*&?£
Similarly, the production in Oherammergau(a Passion Plaj"‘““ﬁj%?”
that is seen to carry that message will not be accepted by

any responsible segment of public opinion,

wde
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L Such a production, we believe, will not be met with silence
nor with passivity, but with active expressions of puplic
outrage, Such expressions cannot but affect the willingness
of Americans and others to view what they should otherwise
be eager to see,

But American reaction, we believe, may not merely affect
patronage of the Passion Play and the desire to visat
Oberammergau, The German experience and achievement in

S nt_years has been much admired and applauded in our
<3£E;T"’_§ﬁﬁﬁtry as well as/other i.estern nations.But 1t 1is

- al Y.de me
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unfortunately true that suspicions and doubts about the
depth and duration of democratic values in your country
remain, ive fearthat reaction to your decision will not only
daircctly affect opinion about Oberammergau but will also
reflect on Cermanyas a whole., This may be true even though
Ahet German opinion and press have welcomed the possibilaty

of production of the-ﬁgge&on-text.
N2y

e have read Loth the Daisenberger and Rosner texts of the
Passion Play and have seen your trial production of the
Rosner, We canaot express too stroungly our conclusion that

cwitsezns no editing, no tricks of stagecraft can disguise
that theme. Daisenberger will be seen as an anti-Semitic
expression in our country and elsewhe®e, and will be denounced
and scorned as such,

central to Da1qenberger ig the itheme of collective Jewish
(ii%gi;ﬁhﬁhﬁﬁiit"ﬁi the death of Jesus, lfe are certain that no deletions,

de would oppose any attempt to make your Passion Play anything
other than an expression of the ariistry and religions

convictions of Oberammergau., The fact that,it is your creation
givep it much of 1ts beauty, power and 1mp9tance. Because we

are dedicated in cur opposition to the concept of cellective guilt,
yhether Jews or Bavag;an villagers, and because we have come Xmndoigx
to know you as frien¥, we hope you will accept our desire simply
to inform you of cne of ihe implacations of the choige before you.
Your raight vo produce Daiscnberger cannot be denied, The

certainty and strength of the result of such a choice in

America and in other countries cannot be avoided. we hope

that for your - - and ours, ycur choife will express the warmth
and respect which we have felt with you,

Sincerely yours,

/XQ\‘
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, NY, June 1l3...."Drastic changes" will be made in the world-
famous Oberammergau Passion Play to conform with the 1974 Vatican guide-
lines for Catholic-Jewish relations and "reconcile with the Jews...with-
out falsification of the Bible."”

The announcement, made in an Oberammergau news release published in

two German newspapers -- the Frankfurter Allgemeine=Zeitung (May 13) and

the Frankfurter Rundschau (May 31) -- and the Catholic News Service

(May 12), credited the changés to recommendations made by a delegation of
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith leaders which met with officials
of the Bavarian town last month (May 5).

Among the ADL suggestions being followed are: an expanded prologue
explicitly stating that the Jews are not to be considered collectively
guilty for Jesus' death:; revision or elimination of scenes which depict
Jews 1n an unnecessarily harsh way, and the addition of Jews calling
for the release of Jesus to the highly emotional scene in which the
masses call for his death.

The changes, announced by Hans Maier, a 52-year-old Oberammergau
woodcutter who 1s the newly-elected director of the Passion Play, will

be made in the 1980 production. The play; put on for 12 months every

(more)

k\NT 1-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF BNAIBRITH 315 Lexington Avenue New York NY 10016, 212 689 7400, DAVID SURECK Director Communications
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decade for the past 300 years, has been criticized by Jews and
Chrastians alike as anti-Semitic.

The ADL delegation, led by Nat Kameny, chairman of the national
human relations agency's program committee; Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel,
vice chairman, and Theodore Freedman, director of the program di-
vision, met with oberamme;gau Mayor Ernest Zwink, other town leaders,
and later i1n Rome discussed the meetings with members of the Vatican
Commission on Relations with the Jews. They were assured by Father
Gorges Mejia, secretary of the Commission, that he would give the
recommendations made by ADL in Oberammergau to Bishop Carl B. Flugel,
Regensberg, and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Munich, both in Bavaria.

Mr. Kameny said that Mayor Zwink and other Oberammergau town of-
ficials, while knowledgeable about the Second Vatican Council's 1965
"Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions,"
seemed unfamiliar with the 1975 vatican Guidelines which were adopted
to implement i1t. The Guidelines, following the principles of the
Declaration which said "neither all Jews indiscriminately at that
time, nor Jews today, can be charged with the crimes committed during
his (Christ's) passion...the Jews should not be spoken of as réjected
or cursed as 1f this followed from Holy Scripture," encouraged efforts
to eliminate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life.

The ADL group made clear to the Oberammergau officials, Mr.
Kameny went on to say, that'"while we were aware of the current con-
troversy in Oberammergau over two different Passion Play texts, we
were not advocating one over the other." The group gave as ADL's con-

cern the impact of all Passion Plays.

(more)
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"We pointed out,"™ Mr., Kameny said, "that deletions could be
made 1in whichever text was used to remove segments referring to
Jews and Judaism in a prejudicial way and in contradiction to the
Vatican's Declaration and Guidelines."

Commending the Oberammergau announcement of change in the pro-
logue and the play itself as "an important breakthrough on a vital
1ssue which has disturbed the American and world Jewish communities
for many years," he said "although progress has been slow, it is to
be hoped that the new understanding we found in Oberammergau signals
a speeding up of the process." ADL will follow through with its
promise to Mayor Zwink to send related materials and suggestions for
possible additional modifications in the play.

As a result of criticisms in the 1960's, several anti-Semitic
references 1n the Oberammergau Passion Play were dropped or changed
when the play was staged in 1970. But Jews, as well as Catholics
concerned about anti-Semitism in Catholic thought, literature and
culture, did not think the changes went far enough. Oberammergau,
like the rest of Bavaria, 1s predominantly Catholic. The play has
always been considered a Catholic religious play, not just a secular
dramatic production with a religious theme.

The Anti-Defamation League delegation was in Oberammergau as
part of a l4-day international, interreligious seminar in Germany,
Italy and Switzerland. The group conferred with Jewish, Christian
and political leaders in the three countries on problems related to

ant1-Semitism, neo-Nazism, education about the Holocaust and Jewish-

(more)
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Christian relations. At a private audience with Pope Paul VI, ADL
leaders presented the Pontiff with the ten millionth copy of the
agency's l6-page publication, "The Record = The Holocaust in Haistory
-~ 1933-1945," which appeared as an insert in 35 major American

newspapers and 1s being used as an educational tool by American pub-

lic and parochial schools.

BHR, BHFOR,AJ,CP,RE,RTVF,C~78
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TRANS1ATION
Hans Schwaighofer Kircheckgasse 12

8103 Oberam~ergau
March 16, 1978

Dear !Mr. Trosten:
The outcome of the Oberamriergau communal elections greakly
has greatly Rxsixumerd disturbed us champions of a reforrecd Passion
Play.
The Citizens' Initiative in Oberammergau did not miss a trick
in defaming us, insulting us and casting dewbt—x—em the reformJ i Mabe
The letter from this group to Rabbi Tanenbaum clearly shows
the style in which it operate.
Our people, especially Dr. Fischer and I, regret this arrogance
and lack of tact., e would like to zmmiszg¥izeEs apologize on behalf

of those gentlemen,

.
He has shaded )
Mr., Zwink was reelected by a large majority.i]n the media, in
[
leaflets ané in the Secend German TV Network ,/ hé—tms—stabed that

hexinkgndx at one of the first sessions of the new communal council
he intends to nullify the previous decision to perform the Rosner
version in 1980, in favor of the versidh-used—to=date—ftthe Daisen-

berger-Dedler versionds Uatl ko date,

The new communal council comnands a majority of 12 votes over

-

S. It takes office on May 1, 1978. Given this majority, it seems

I
hardly likely that the ship can be kxma&m turned arouné without

¥

In The press was unable to react appreciavcly to the New York

acdditional help.

press conference, because the printers' strike stil. continues.

llowever, radio aré TV briefly noted it, and also reported the

results of the Cberammergau election.
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A week ago, at a press conference in Munich, Cardinal Ratzinger
reparkE® commented on the Oberammer;au Passion Play controversy
(press reports of “'arch 8, 1978)-
If the Rixwm Daisenberger text is retained, kkex@zr he mamix
expectskt Fhe very least that k it be corrected in ac-

cordance %e the statements of the Second Vatican Council.
A

fkhkzr Beyond this, the Church has no legal hkamslz basis ior
intervention, since the Passion Play is presented by the

mrranergazn dber ammergau community.

However, Ratzinger announced conversations with theose con-

cerned, including the Jewish side.

To this end, Regional Bishop SchwarzenoBck, among others,will

!
go to Oberammergau.“ﬁe canmnot do much more than thaﬂ.!

4§ ¢ set

Howexerxxmmk No date has been xaik® and no invitation has been forth-
coming up to now. We hope, however, that something will happen soon.
WAty

Despite the p&&%ﬁﬁi defeat at the polls, the champions of
reform have not given up. QuEXSkREXXEIPAEIAIXYXERAXAXEBRXLXAKE
makingxsfiaxks Efforts are afoot on our side, especially among
the actorg)to give no support to a Laisenberger performance in
19803%59 to take on no functions in such an undertaking. W= hope
this will succeed. To this end, we have set up a "Passion Play

Vlorking Group," which will seek to put through a reform despile

all @kt obstacles and look after relatec interests,

*

Lt o Ak lr{._f;‘d&-ﬁ-‘{
TkZEF the Jewish Committee were to repiy to the letter 1rom
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the Citirzens!' Initiative, it certainly would be helpful to us

the reply were to

specify once more, unmistakably, what further steps would be taken
if the Oberammerjau €omrunity wrrxxfxnaiXi should definitively

[
reffect reform for 1980. Also, 1t would be well to resubmit to

the com unity the analysis,mfxk preparec by
Jewish and Catholic groups, of the 1960 and 1970 texts. (I
suggest that you direct all communications to the Communal Council
of Oberammergau ¥Gemeinderat von Oberammergagz lest Mayor Zwink
rznstdarxikam interpret them as personal let*ers.) If you write,
we reénuest that you send us a copy for further clarification and
possibly for publication in the press,

2

We have hopes that desp.te this lost pattle the war is not

lost,

b

Dr, Fischer and I wish you, Ragbi Marc Tanenbaum and Mr,

Miles Jaffe a happy Faster,.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

(S) Hans 3chwaighofer

B ——

cdlloquial
# "Easter" in th: semse of "Passover" is a ma=mmsx locution

(and no 1nSensitivity im lied.
among Yerman non-Jews; no SIight 1S intented;—-Translator's Hote

]




TRANSLATION by George Salomon

Citizen's Imitiative for the 1980 Passion Play Theaterstrasse 8
8103 Oberammergau
February 25, 1978

OPEN LETTER- E
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street L
New York
New York 10022

Dear Mr. Tanenbaui

friendly relations should be a matter of course:

To criticism, but 1t TUSE be grounded

and must take tea11t1e§) into-

You will_ggeTrg‘ip\TFgWuLeledmnqg that we must rejeck any meddling in
v’ k\m‘ﬁiema affairs of the village.s Of course we are willin dster
/ I

¢Count. We realizé that you cannot ] ge correcgﬂywbﬁamce .you have never

i UL

v

v

(:J.ewed Jthe DalsenbergerDedIMﬁ‘ Over 'the last 128 years, miliions

of-people have departed Trom this spectacle with deep emotion. We cannot
imagine that your impression would be different. i

You believe the Da:l.senbergernnedler Passion to be anti- Semitic. Unfortu—=-
nately, just like Mr. Schwaighofer and Dr. Fischer here 1n h town, you fail

to specify details and reasons; but criticism must be based om reasons

- e

«

vy

As you know, thww%bemg revised for, 1980°
specifically, i1t 1s being shortened somewhat and examined for passages
that might convey an impression of ant:l.—Semitlsm, although such is not
really the ca_s:y"f'“?ﬁ uotiection we do wish to hear Jewish arguments '
and points of. craticism. Since you have a copy -of..the. Daisenberger text,
e would be grateful of you could let us have your points of ngriticism

Tl i,

regardmg th:l.s .text by the beginning of May. We €an | consider criticisms

—that are submtted to us. It would be in our mutual interest 1f you were

to accept this-offer of cooperation; because otherwisé wé would have to
explain to the world press. that Jewish quarters declinéd to help with
the version preferred by Oberdmmergau. You surely will not wish to have

1t said that your organlzat:l.on is _trying to dictate to Te::gau which

plaz 1s to be performed. _We assume that you are no less( democratic

-"yo ur Amerlcan_;iellow-cltlz ensf

e
- —
-‘__«——-MH-“ e e -\mmw 4

stood it correctly. -—In-our Dalsenberger play, which 1s preferred by a a

_@E majonty'*cf the population, the Jews opposed"f'__d_gb;is actTe ut__of

= e e

%@nv1ction, out of’ their fait h",.‘" It 18 dlfferent_:l.n—-the.Rosner
version; theére l:hey are represented as tools of evil. * You will permit

—

F

us to ask whether it is good “f6F Jewry when only evil spirits can influénce

~

*The original German 1s ambiguous here; the phrase can also mean "teels
of the Evil One." -= Translator’'s note. -



the Jews, as in the Rosner play...

Like millions of believing Chrlstians, we are of_the opinion that the
collective guilt of the JeW§¥c18 not, ~indeed ).cannot-be; the i1ssue in
égfwfggﬁiaﬁT“*IE”is, after .all, the greﬁtest distinction—of -the—Jewish"

peaple THat Christ arose from it. Thus, we do not”understand why Jewish
organlzatlons oppose Passion plays, when their peqple gains distinction“

from them: T e et I

e
You will surely understand our indignation about you cott threat an
the name of the American.people anq of "the world's Litizens, TTEHdabout
;337questiﬁﬁ1ng of the democra&igweparacter of our country. Hundreds of

thousands of your~Américan fellow citizens have been deeply moved by
Oberammergdu, whereas youy represent only one American mino emalbelt an
influential one, of whoszmipgnions we EZEE S RetIcE But y&ﬁigg not repre=
EEﬁE“KﬁEffE&““IEt ~alowe~6thér -Eountries. ™ HN”E,EEH we acquiesce in your
doubting ouf country's d*hocratlc “character. Our “country is oné of the
most democratic in thé world —-- though it is frue that democracy is put
in doubt when a communal council acts contrary to the clear will of a
majority of the population, as happened in our village a few weeks before
the March 5 election.

We find it interesting that you do not utter a single word to say that a
Rosner ‘Passion, i1f any, would not be boycotted by youf organization.
According to various statements by some Jewish organizations, Passion

plays ought to be done away with as a matter of principle.

We will be glad to cooperate with you,- but. only on an appropriate basis.
The final and decisive word lies with Oberammergau and its citizens.

=T - *
i " _—
Sincerely yours, . . v L .

Citizeén's Inatiative for the 1980 Passion Play

1

Helchlor Breitsamter, Sen.

Chalrman b
Anton Presinger, Sen. Willy Eich
Deputy Chairman Deputy Chairman
Werner Notz % i Hans Maier
Press Spokesman ' Associate
Willa Stlckl ‘ Alois Maderspacher
Treasurer Associate

GS:RPR
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BURGERINITIATIVE 8103 Oberammergau, 25.2.78
PASSIONSSPIELE 1980 Theaferstr.8

Of fener Braietf

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewlish Committee

165 East 56th Street

NEW YORK
N.Y. 10022

Sehr geehrter Herr Tanenbaum,

wir freuen uns, wenn Sie mit unserer Gemeinde freundschaftliche Be-
ziehungen wunschen. Gerade unsere Gemeinde hat in den Jahren des
"Dritten Reiches" wielen Juden geholfen, so dal freundschaftliche
Beziehungen selbstverstandlich waren.

Si1e werden deshzlb sicher Verstandnis haben, wenn wir aber jede Ein-
mischung i1n die inneren Angelegenheiten des Dorfes ablehnen mussen.
Selbstverstandlich sind wir fur Kratik offen;>diese muB aber sachlich:
fundiert sein und die wahren Gegebenheiten berucksichtigen. Wir haben
allerdings Verstandnis dafiur, daB Sie nicht rachtig urteilen konnen,
da Si1e noch nie eine DAISENBERGER/DEDLER-Passion gesehen haben. Mil-
lionen Menschen haben diese i1n den vergangenen 128 Jeshren tief bewegt
verlassen. Wir kdnnen uns nicht vorstellen,. daBl Sie einen anderen
Eindruck haber% wurden.

Si1e meinen, die DAISENBERGER/DEDLER-Passion wurde antisemitisch sein.
Leader fuhren Sie genauso wenig wie hier die Herren Schwaighofer umd
Dr.Fischer Einzelheiten und Begrundungen anj; Kritik muB aber Begrun- .
det sein. Wie Sie wissen, wird im Hainblick auf 1980 DAISENBERGER/DED-
LER uberarbeitet, insbesondere etwas gekurzt und auf Stellen hin un-
tersucht, die den Eindruck des Antisemitismus erwecken kbnntéen ob=-
wohl dies 1in Wahrheit nicht zutrifft. Wir wunschen dabei auch die
Judischen Vorstellungen und Kritikpunkte zu horen. Nachdem Sie ja
im Besitze eines Daisenberger-Textes sind, waren wir Ihnen dankbar,
wenn Sie uns bis Anfang Mai Ihre Kratikpunkte anhand des Textes mit-
teilen wurden. War konnen Kritik beriicksichtigen, die uns mitgeteilt
wird. Es ware im beaderseitigen Interesse, wenn Sie das Angebot zur

-2 -



Zusammenarbeit annehmen, da wir ansonsten gegenuber der Weltpresse
klarstellen miften, daB es die judischen Kreise ablehnen, an der

VON OBERAMMERGAU GEWUNSCHTEN FASSSUNG mitzuarbeiten. Sie werden

sich sicherlich nicht nachsagen lassen wallen, daR Ihre Organisation
Oberammergau diktieren will, welches Spiel gespielt wird. Wir gehen
davon aus, daR Sie genauso Demokrat wie Thre amerikanischen Mitburger
sind.

Da Sie noch nie das DAISENBERGER-SPIEL gesehen haben, konnen Sie es
auch nicht richtig verstanden haben. In unserem, von der uberwiegen-
den MehrHeit der Bevdlkerung gewiinschten DAISENBERGER-SPIEL handein
die Juden, die gegen Christus sind, aus innerer UOberzeugung, aus ihren
Glauben. Anders dagegen 1n der Rosner-Passion: dort werden sie als
Werkzeuge des Bosen dargestellt. Sie erlauben dabei wohl die Frage,

ob ess fur das Judentum gut 1st, wenn wie 1m Rosner-Spiel nur die bo-
sen Gelster auf die Juden EinfluB nehmen KonneNee..

Wir sind - wie viele Millionen glaubige Christen -~ der Auffassung,
daB es 1n unserer Passion nicht um die Kollektivschuld der Juden
geht, Ja gar nicht gehen kann. Schlieflich ist es die groBte Auszeich=
nung fur das Jidische Volk, daB Christus aus 1hm hervorgegangen ist.
War verstehen deshalb naicht, warum judische Org nisationen gegen
Passionsspiele sind, obwohl ihr Volk doch dadurch susgezeichnet wird.

Sie werden sicherlich unsere Emporung verstehen, wenn Sie im Namen
des amerikanischen Volkes und der "Weltburger" mit Boykott drohen
und an der Demokratie in unserem Lande Zweifel hegen. Hunderttausende
Ihrer =zmeriksnischen Mitburger sind tief bewegt in Oberammergau
gewesen, wihrend Sie nur eine - wenn auch einfluBreiche - amerika-
nische Minderhext vertreten, deren Meanung wir zur Kenntnis nehmen,
Aber Amerika oder gar noch andere Lander vertreten Sie nicht. War
konnen auch nicht hinnehmen, wenn Sie die Demokratie in unserem ILan=-
de anzweifeln. Unser Land 1st eines der demokratischsten in der
Welt, Die Demokratie wird allerdimgs in Frage gestellt, wenn ein Ge-
meinderat gegen den eindeutigen Mehrheitswillen der Bevolkerung han-
delt, so wie es 1n unserem Dorf wenige Wochen vor der Neuwahl am

5.Mirz geschen ist.

Interessant 1st aber auch, daB Sie mit keinem Yort erwahnen, daB
eine eventuelle Rosner-Passion von Ihrer Organisation mnicht boykot-

- B
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tiert werden wiirde. Nach verschiedenen EuBerungen judischer Organisa-
tionen sollen ja Passionsspiele grundsdatzlich abgeschafft werden.

Wir sind gerne zur Zusammenarbeit mit Ihnen bereit, aber nur auf einer
angemessenen Basis. Das letzte und entscheidende Wort hat Oberammergau
und seine Burger.

Mit freundlichen GriiRen

BURGERINITIATIVE PASSIONSSPIELE 1980

e o et s

Melchior Breitsamter sen.

Vorsitzender
Lotins [Forloee 2k £
Anton Preisinger sen. Willil Eich
stellv. Vorsitzender stellv. Vorsitzender
,M/{ﬁ r
s V) / /\)\'
Werner Notz s

ans
Beisaitzer

t,‘égitaodgiéf;ﬂ /é?;fpxﬁf’ 4@#&”
W1lly Stuckl o1s Maderspacher

Kassier Beisitzer

Pressesprecher



rHE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date June 15, 1978
to James Rudin
from prant coopersmth
subject John Steinbruck -- Oberammergau

q
Enclosed 1s a copy ofgnote fram Sol Bernards to John Steanbruck, indica-
ting a positive response to Steinbruck's suggestion that there be an Inter-
faith Vagil take place at Oberammergau,

Thas morning while talking to Gene Fisher on another subject, he told me
about the ADL release and expressed doubts that the play could be edited
sufflcle.ntly as to make i1t acceptable. At that point I mentioned Stein-
bruck$ 1dea and suggested that a Christian demonstration of same kind
might be useful. He was very positive in his response. I have not talked
to John in any detail in view of his suggesting this to-you at the Annual
Meeting —— I think. However, 1n my conversation with Gene Fisher, I _sug-
gested that a small delegation fram the U.S. being joined by similar groups
from other-European countries plus same German Catholics standing vigil

at Oberammergau at same appropriate tame after a formal call on the ordi——
nary of the Diocese would make a very effective witness. '

My contribution-to this discussion 1s the suggestion that an international -
Catholic action would-be-more impressive-than a-tri-faith American actaon.
In any event Sol has already responded-to John-so-it-1is entarely -

BC:dw
e

cc: M. Tanenbaum
H, Applebaum
M. Friedman

8
P.S. Note the other enclosure fram Steve Hitchcock to John...

encls. 2
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI BRITH
315 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N Y 10016, TEL 689-7400

June 14, 1978

Rev. John F. Steinbruck

Pastor, Luther Place Memorial Church
1226 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Rev. Steainbruck:

In response to your letter of May 30 regarding Oberammergau, as

Sol Bernards indicated we met wath the leadership of the Oberammergau
cammunity to discuss with them the problems related to the Passion

Play. You probably are aware that there 1s a current controversy in
Oberammergau over two different Passion Play texts. We had indicated
to the Mayor and to others in that community that we were not advocating
one play or text over another but rather our concern regarding the
impact of all Passion Plays.

I'm taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the release that we
prepared which fairly well and yet briefly highlights the results of
our visit to Oberammergau. Should you need additional information, I
would be more than habpy to provide you with a much more detailed
memorandum that I prepared for internal use. Regarding the proposed
Lutheran-Catholic action-appeal that you describe in your letter, I see
nothing wrong with your doing so. I would suggest however that it 1is
important for Lutheran and Catholic organizations and church hierarchy
to communicate to the leadership of Oberammergau the need for meaningful
changes 1n the scraipt. I would make one final suggestion and that is
not to get trapped into the controversy of the right script or the wrong
seript. Neither one 1s pristine pure and Jews would have to object to
either of the scraipts.

I do appreciate your interest in thas matter and would welcome the
opportunity of discussing this problem with you in greater detaal.

Best wishes.

Sincefely,

Theodor® Freedman

TF mef
enc

e



. el S¥
-

j
THE RICHLAR PARTNERSHIP .
Rgal Estate Development/investment

433 North Camden Dnve b

Beverly Hills, Califorrua 90210

Telephone (213) 550-1570 ot

December 5, 1978 Lawrence N Field - Richard L. Weiss / Partners

Mr. William Trosten L
American Jewish Committee S
165 East 56 Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Bill:

Hy Haves (the person that interviewed us last Friday) sent me the
enclosed in the mail. I thank you will find 1t most interesting

and revealing.
See you 1in New York on the 12th.
Sincerely,

\

RIW:sp j

xc: Miles Jaffe, Esq. (w/enclosure)
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum (w/enclosure)
Dr. Neil C. Sandberg (w/enclosure)
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ANTI-DEFAMATION 'LEAGUE w
OF B'NAI B'RITH

315 Lexington Avenve
New York, N Y 10016 .

MEMORANDUM

-~

To: Burton Joseph . FOR YOUR INFORMATION .

From: Ted Freedman and Nat Kameny ‘ National Commission
National Program Committee
Date:  June 13, 1978 &
. BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN
Subject: Oberammergau Passion Play

-

v

This report will outline the background of the problem and to provide a
resume of our meetings and discussions in Munich, Oberammergeu and Rome.

Background

Ever since Medieval times, Christiens have been putting on "passion plays”
— in Churches, outdoor arenas, seminaries and public halls -- about the Crucifi-
xion and Resurrection of Christ. These passion plays generally are simplistic,
distorted and vilify the Jews. i

Oberammergau, the village in the Bavarian German Alps, is famous for its
Passion Play which has become a major tourist attraction and drew scme 500,000
persons from 113 countries in 1970 alone. Almost all of the 5,000 villegers of
Oberammergau take part in the Passion Play which is staged during a 3-month period
and has become Oberammergau's main industry and livelihood. The Oberammergau play
has been presented every ten years since 1634 when it first was performed to ful-
fill a vow made during an epidemic of a plague. In the more than three centuries
since, at least five different versions have been used.

For years the play has been criticized by many Bible scholars and theolo-
gians, both Jewish and Christian, as falsifying fact and doctrine by blaming Jews
_collectively for the crucifixion of Jesus. The present text has been a major issue
in recent years waith Jewish organizetions deménding its revision and someéeven —
threatening sanctions against Oberammergau and the pley if 1t is not changed. N

A version by Father Ferdinand Rosner, & Benedictine priest, was used inl1750
end 1760. The Rosner text was replaced in 1860 by the Daisenberger version which
1s viewed b}' most knowledgea.ble observers as anti-Jewish. .

In the version of the Passion Play written in 1860 by a local parish priest,
Father Josef Daisenberger, the Jews ere shown as the personification of death, hate,
envy and avarice. Daisenberger also mekes the Jews collectively respcnsible for the
crucifixion and presents a false picture of the role of Pontius Pilate. In the
Rosner version, as edited by Dr. Alois Fink, the sins are represented by allegoricel
figures wearing, and then carrying, appropriate masks. Moreover, the modified Rosner
text suggests tnat not all the Jews voted against Jesus; the scene of the money o
changers 1is not shown; and the character of Pontius Pilate is based on modern histor-

ical theory.

(over)
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The first steps toward changing the text were taken in 1960 when the then
mayor, Raimund Lang, set up a cormission of specialists in history, literature
and theology to study practical possibilities. One of the members was Profes-—
sor Carl Orff who suggested that the village revert to the Rosner 1750 text, but
in a shortened end partially rewritten form. Lo

The proposed change in text set up-a controversy between the reformers and
the o0ld gusrd which became a key local election issue this spring. Prior to this
& speciel text performance of the new version was given for the press in August
1977 on the 15th, 17th, 19th and 2lst, and for the Oberammergau villagers on
August 13. On February 8, 1978, by a vote of 9 to 6 with two abstentions, the
Oberammergau City Council decided to use the 1750 text written by Father Rosner,
rather than the script written by Father Daisenberger. Following a heated con-
troversy in Oberammergau the presidents of the Oberammergau City Council voted
sgainst any reform in the Passion Play and agreed to maintain the more tradition-

al Daisenberger text.

Dr. Alois Fink of Radio Baveria was intimately involved in the preparation
of a modified Rosner text to be substituted for the Daisenberger text. Dr. Fink
claams that Rosner was not anti-Semitic but rather "he saw the Jewish people as
representing mankind, torn between heaven end hell."

Heading the reform movement backing the use of the Rosner text is a wood-
carver, Hans Schwaighofer, who was supported by the then dcputy meyor, Helmut
Fischer. Supporters for the Daisenberger text were the local mayor, Ernst Zwink,
regarded as a cautious polatician rather than a fanatic on the issue, and Anton

Preisinger, the producer.

It is wath this background that ADL's Internationel Interreligious Seminar
made the decision that on its visit to the Munich area it would seek appointments
with Mayor Zwink, Anton Preisinger, who 1s currently the producer of the Daisen-
berger version of the Passion Play, and Hans Schwaighofer. In addition, it was
decided that discussions would be held with Catholic leadership in Munich in
advance of our visit to Oberammergau to secure as much background information as

possible.

~--Drsy Alois-Fink, Radio Bavaria - -~ -——r————-- = - -~ —— - — — - B R e

The Seminar group met with Dr. Fink at Katholischen Aksdemie (Catholic
Academy) in Munich. Dr. Fink made & comprehensive presentation of the subject,
providing a general overview of the origin of the play from the earliest ver-
sions that were performed in 1615 in various places throughout Europe and the

- -~ ~-Rosner version of the play.in .Oberammergeu in 1750. Dr. Fink 1s an avid sup- f
porter of the Rosner script and describes it as representing the zenith of B
Southern German Baroque literature. Dr. Fink states quite emphatically that the
Daisenberger version is justifiably accused of showing inclinations toward anti-
Semitism. He indicates that in a purely literal manner, anti-Semitism also oc-
curs here and there in Rosner's text as in any passion play but it does not form
the base for the entire dramatic structure of the play, wnereas the Daisenberger
version adapts the driving of the merchants from the Temple into the main motif
for the persecution of Jesus. Dr. Fink argues that the Rosner version presents
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"the Jews" far more discriminatingly and rhows that Jesus' adversaries present
arpuments and are dignified in the advocation of their tradition, and that
Jesus' real antagonists are Satan and viece. Dr. Fink expresses some puzzlement
as to why the leaders of Obersmmergau, using increasingly dubious means, espe- i
cially after what he describes as the success of the trial run version of the
Reosner script, wish to prevent the people of Oberammergau from becoming familiar
with the play and allowing them to make the decision as to the suitability. He
states that the arguments based around the Oberammergau Passion Play became the
main topic of the local election and that emotions were permitted to override
fact. He claimed that two arguments were put forward against the accusations of
anti-Semitism: "the gospel" naturally cannot be changed and, thirty years after
the Hitler era one should be able to gradually approach the "Jewish question"
again "with less prejudice.”

He describes the village of Oberarmergau as & split and hostile community
more so than at any time in 1its history. He states that there are economic fac-
tors involved in the decision not to change and that the claim of maintaining
tradition is readily used to oppose any outside interference, thereby preserving
what Oberammergau people believe to be an important Christian and Bavarian cul-

tursal treasure.

Dr. Fink indicated he was asked to examine the Daisenberger text to see if
revisions could be made to meke it acceptable. After extemsive study on his part
he came to the conclusion that i1t was impossible to make the necessary modifica-
tion without drastically revising the text so that it would no longer be the
Daisenberger text. In effect a new Passion Play text would have to be prepared.
He argues that the Rosner text is in fact the best text available and relatively
free of the kind of anti-Semitism expressed i1n the text to be used by Oberammergau

in 1980.

There were many nuances in Dr. Fink's remasrks which not only were in his
prepared presentation but also in extended informal conversation ihat he had with
the Seminar group. He believed that concerted pressure was needed to try to force
the city leadership to effect the change in substituting the present text for the
Rosner one. He further indicated because of the controversy many of the first
class actors who normelly would be involved in the play have refused to participate,
and it was necessary for the current producer to seek second and third line actors
to assume some of the parts. He even speculated that it would not be unrealistic
to anticipate that there will be a deley in the town being able to put on the play
in 1980 as scheduled. That is not to say that the play would not be performed but
that the starting date might very well be delayed. .

''''''' Dr. Fink was questioned extensively as-to possible-options, -all-of which.-he ________
felt had merit but that the major thrust of any effort should be the substitution
of the Rosner text for the Daisenberger text. It was in this light that Dr. Fink
was asked if a new and more extensive prologue to the play, both spoken and writ-
ten, might not be an additional item in order to lessen the anti-Semitic impact
of the Passion Play. He responded that this suggestion had-come merit, but again
stated in the interest of the overall objective, whatever pressure should be ap-
plied should be in the direction of a change to the Rosner text.

oF

(over)
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With this as a general background the Seminar group met privately to strate-
gize as to possible approaches for our meetings in Oberammergau. It was agreed
that a small group would meet with the mayor at the same time that another group
would be meeting with Hans Schwaighofer, the leader of the reform movement and
former producer under the Rosner trial text, and that the entire group would meet
with the producer of the Daisenberger play, Anton Preisinger.

Mayor Ernst Zwink

Since the town is split on this issue, it was the group's judgment that to
g0 in to see Mayor Zwink on the issue of the text -~- Rosner vs. Daisenberger —
would simply maintain the polarization. We agreed to talk in a general way about
changes which would deemphasize those aspects of the performence that focus nega-
tively on the Jews, and to press for their making such modifications. At the .
same time, since the question of a prologue was not at issue, it was agreed we
would suggest consideration of a revised prologue which would be more in keeping
with Vatican II and the Vatican Guidelines which are much more extensive on the
subject and which were formulated in 1975.

On Fridey, May 5, we motored to Oherammergau and a small group of four per-
sons — Nat Kemeny, Ted Freedman, Joseph Lichten and Larry Leshnik -- met with
the mayor, Ernst Zwink, in the Oberammergau City Hall. We were ushered into the
boardroom of the City Hall. The mayor came in and sat at the head of the large
table and formally started the proceedings. We soon reali.ed the mayor was
warily perceiving us to be -- that is the ADL delegation -- a part of all prior
delegations and obviously made the assumption that we were seeking the same ob-
Jectives. We made it a poant to indicate to him that we were concerned not with
the specific text used, around which there had been such controversy, but with
the impact of the performance of the Passion Play. He was quick to point out that
there was no intent to be anti-Semitic and that this in a sense was a replication
of the Gospel. In turn, we explained that we felt the play was not in the spirit
of Vatican II and the Guidelines and that while his intent was not to be anti-
Semitic, nor did we believe him to be anti-Semitic, the result was in fact con-
trary to their intent.

We suggested that in our Judgment changes could be made, and some modifica-

" tion of the ianner in which certain—espects of-the play were-presented could, 1n S——
effect, avoid the anti-Jewish implications that flowed from it of Jewish culpa-
bility in the deicide. While the mayor defended the play and dramatic license

he appeared not unmmindful of the problem and possibilities thet we tried to con-

vey to him. We further noted that there were aspects of theatrical performances

that one would find in any play under one producer versus another, in which cer-

the dramatic appeal of the production. /hile he did not state categorically that
he could make these changes he did indicate gquite clearly that he was brepared to
accept our views, which he appreciated, end that he would discuss them with the
producers in an effort to see what modifications might be made. We also proposed
that in addition to such modifications as might be made, consideration bhe given
to an enlarged prologue, inasmuch as a prologue now exisis, by extending 1t both
in the spoken and written form. Tt could be helpful in minimizing if not avoid-
ing some of the misunderstanding and anti-Jewash feelings. We further indicated

i
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that we had a sample text prepared by a theologian for his consideration and
that of his colleagues i1n the town council, which we felt was more in keeping

‘with the spirit of Vatican II and the Guidelines. He accepted the copy of the

proposed prologue and indicated that he would share it with others in the town
council. The meeting was concluded on a friendly note, and I think it would
be fair to say with guarded optimism that the reception of our committee was
positave. While it would be unrealistic to assume that major changes will be
forthcoming it would also be incorrect to believe that no modificetions or
changes will occur as a result of this meeting. It certainly enables ADL to
maintain contact with Mayor Zwink and to offer concrete proposals regarding
modifications in the production.

?he Reformers

The group then met with Hans Schwaighofer and Hans Lang, both principals in
the reform movement. Schwaighofer while professionally a woodcutter also was
responsible for the trial performance of the Rosner text production of the Passion

Play which had been rejected by the town council.

Their view was that the community, while extremely conservative and tied to
"tradition," is not consciously anti-Semitic. They point out that there are same
people in Oberammergau who do reaslize that the play conveys a stereotypic presenta-~
tion of the Jews. They also noted that while the Roman Catholic Church in Bavaria
has indicated that the play must be in conformity with Vatican II, nothing much
has happened to produce these results. Schwaighofer noted in particular that the
problems related to the play were largely in two categories, one described as
tradition and the other, which he.describes as laziness. He stated that one major
force in the resistance to change 1s that the older people had gone to great pains
to learn parts and there was & major reluctance to change scripts and accordingly
have to learn new parts, and that for many of them it would be difficult if not
impossible. Schwaighofer and Lang are closely allied with Alois Fink in Munich
and support the Rosner text. During the course of discussion we raised the ques-
tion about the possibality of a further revision of the text, in effect producing
a new Passion Play which Schwaighofer felt would be unthinkaeble as would be, in
his opinion at the present, any major changes in the Daisenberger text. Speaking

- of .the latter text, Schwaighofer indicated that the text is_so saturated with

’

anti-Semitism that changes would not really modify the negative impact of the play.

He thought that the concept of an extended prologue or epilogue would be a useful
thing, but that the major effort needed was to secure a chiange from the Daisen-

berger text to the Rosner text. -

—__ .. Both Schwaighofer and Lang expressed the view that they had gotten no assis-
tance from Cardinal Retziner in Munich, and reported that all of their communica-
tions to the Cardinal on this subject have remained unanswered. It was also their
view that 1t might not be unlikely that their requests for assistance have never
been placed before him. They felt strongly that if the church took a firm stand
on the issue important changes could be brought about. When we advised them that
Seminar members would be meeting with Vatican officials, tbey urged us to raise
this problem with them and to solicit their assistance.

(over)
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Anton Preisinger, the Producer

A small group from the Seminar met with Anton Preisinger and Herr Noth.
Mr. Preisinger was animated and outspoken assuring the group that there was no .
intent to perpetuate anti-Semitism and that i1f our group could show him where
the script contained any anti-Semitism he would make changes in the production.
When questions were raised as to script changes and possible production changes
he responded by stating, to make major changes would be like asking them to pro-
duce "Flying Dowh to Rio." In any case he did indicate a willingmess to be open
to new materials and possible script changes, as well as to examine the proposed
prologue materials left with the mayor. Our group promised to send him as quick-
ly as possible a critique of the specific aspects of the script which we believe
to be anti-Semitic and not in keeping with the sparit of Vatican II and the

Guidelines.

Vatican Secreta;iat on Relations With Thg Je?s

On Wednesday, May 10, in Rome, our group met with Monsignor Moeller and
Father Jorge Mejia to discuss a wide range of concerns including a brief report
on our trip at which time the subject of Oberammergau and the Passion Play was
raised. Both Father Mejia and Monsignor Moeller expressed surprise over our con-
cern with the play indicating that the last they had been informed was that there
had been a text change and that the problem had been resolved. We detailed for
them that in fact changes had not been made and that those who were leaders of the
movement for change felt abandoned by the church. Father Mejia stated that it
was ADL's responsibility to provide him with as much information as possible on
our meeting with the people in Oberammergau and that Vetican II and the Guidelines
(promilgated in 1975) stated quite clearly that Jews were not to be treated as a
rejected people or a deicide people, and the play violated these principles.

Father Mejia indicated that Bishop Flugel of Regensberg, Bavaria, who is a
member of the Vatican Commission on Relations with the Jews and is close to
Bavarian officials, should be involved in this particular problem. Father Mejia
also indicated that he works closely with Cardinal Ratzinger and that he would
have occasion to discuss this problem with him. As we concluded this portion of

--our discussion Father Mejia requested -that -we—prepare a-memorandum for him with— e
background information on the matter with supportive quotations from the various
texts and such other materials as we believed appropriate for his follow-up.

Upon our return to the United States, the followlng National Catholic News
Service Release was received. (See attached) .
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While all of us realize that Passion Plays by their nature carry the roots
of anti-Semitism, we can be justifisbly proud of what we must recognizeé as an
important breekthrough with the leadership of a community which is, in the eyes
of the world, syhonymous with Passion Pleys. Obviously this represents important
progress. Further progress may be slow to develop but we trust this signsls a

beginning. -~

TF/NK: am
Attachment



— . _@ 3 %c;:?

NC NEWS SERVICE -15- Friday, May 12, 1978

religlous communities Vestments, chalices, altar linens Stations o' the Cross and other liturgical furnishings
cosling $17,.270 were provided, and $151 B0OO wa. used to support a variety of local activities In mission
areas .

The $4 5 million budget lor the 'iscal year from March ', 1978, to Feb 28 19789, lists $1 mlllion earmarked
for special diocesan aid, $300,000 for chapel-catechetical center building. $600 000 each for mission priest
and Religious subsidy campus mimstry and mlssion catechetical and religlous education; $300,000 for

missionary seminarian education, $275,000 for Mass o''erings, $200 000 for miscellaneous ald, and $25.000
for lturgical turnishings

The Catholic Church Extension Soclety has been raising funds for home missions since 1905 through ‘

individual contributions and through annulties, bequests burses,. life Insurance policies real estate, securities
and trust arrangements
10 - 5/12/78
PASéION PLAY WILL HAVE 'DRASTIC CHANGES, PRODUCER SAYS (510)

OBERAMMERGAU, West Germany (NC) — The new producer of the world-famous Oberammergau Passion
Piay announced May 10 that “drastic changes" will be made in the Daisenberger version of the play

The play, put on for a year every decade in the small Bavarian town of Oberammergau, has been criticized
by Jews and Christians alike as anti-Semltic

Hans Maler, 52-year-old woodculler-producer of the play, said that the 1980 production will be made lo
conform “as far as possible” with the ononiailons of the Second Vatican Council regarding Christian-Jewlish
relations

The announcement came only days after a 16-member delegation of American Jaws, officlals of the Antl-
Defamation League of B'nal B'rith, h Id talks with Oberammergau leaders

The group called for changes In the script

Maler sald that sections in the prologue assigning gc_:_llaclwe guilt for Jasus' death to the Jews would be

cut. j
He also promised that & scene in which the temple maerchanis piot revenge against Jesus for cleansing the
temple precincts would be revised '

Maler sald that he Is shortening the play by one hour and designing a new set

The producer added that the leam doing the text revisions would include persons who do not reside In
Oberammergau, but he did not reveal the names of the group members )

For more than three centurles Oberammergauers have staged a Passion Play every tenth year as a result
of & vow made during the Thirty Years' War when the village was spared from a plague sweeping Europe.

Over the years dilferent scripts have been used The Daisenberger version was written for the 1860
production and has been In use since

As a result of criticisms in the 1980s, several anhi-Semllic references were dropped or changed when the
play was staged In 1970 But Jewish leaders and Catholica concerned about anti-Semitiam In Cathollc thought,

literature and cullure argued that the changes did nol go far enough

P, U Sgp———
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| NC NEWS SERVICE ~16- Friday, May 12, 1978

Oberammergav, like the rest of Bavarla, s predominantly Catholic The play. fulfiiling a religious vow, has
always baan conaidered a Ceatholic religlous play, not just 8 secular dramatic production with a reflglous theme

in racent years opponents of the play's anti-Semitic tonea have locused especlally on the Second Vatican
Council's 1885 “Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions™ to argue sgainst
passages in the play which suggest that Jews are responsibie for Christ's death

The council’'s declaration sald that "nelther all Jews indiscriminately at that ime, nor Jews today, can be
charged with the crimes committed during his (Christ s) passion the Jews should not be spoken of as rejectad
or accursed es if this followed from holy Scripture ‘

Critics of the Dalsenberger verslon drew further ammunition in the fast severa! years from the Vatican's
1874 guidsiines for Catholic-Jewish relationa, which axpanded on the principles of the 1965 declaration and
encouraged efforta to eliminate antl-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catholic life

The debate over the play has deeply divided Oberammergauers It was the main Issue In town councll
elections this apring, In which supporters of the traditional version soundly deleated reformists who wanted to
substitute a completsly different text

-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE >

New Yb?k. NY, June 13.,.."Drastic changes" will be mad; in the world-
famous Oberammergau Passion Play to conform with the 1974 Vatican guide—
lines for Catholic-Jewish relations and "reconcile with the Jews...with-
out falsification of the Bible."

The announcement, made in an Oberammergau news release published in

two German newspaéérs -- the Frankfurter Allgemeine-Zeitung (May 13) and
the Frankfurter Rundschau (May 31) -= and the Catholic News Service
(May 12), credited the changes to recommandation; made by a delegation of
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith leaders which met with officials
of the Bavarian town last month (May 5).

Among the ADL suggestions being followed are: an expanded prologue
explicitly stating that the Jews are not to be considered collectively

guilty for Jesus' death; revision or el;mxnatxon of scenes which deplct

Jews in an unnecessarily harsh way, and the addition of Jews calling

for the release of Jesus to the h:ighly emotional scene in which the

o S R T g s i . [ p— M b e e e e— — — o 1 b St 1 oty it iy s

masses call for his death.
The changes, announced by Hans Maier, a 52-year-old Oberammergau
woodcutter who 1s the newly-elected director of thz Passion Play, will

be made i1n the 1980 production. The play, put on for 12 months every

(more)
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF BNAI BRITH 315 Lexington Avenue New York NY 10016 212689 7400 DAVID SURECK, Drrector Comma micahions
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decade for the past 300 years, has been criticized by Jews and
Christians alike as anti-Semaitic. i ;;;,

The ADL deleéation. led b; Nat Kameny, chairman of the natioFéE;;LEE;
human relations agency's program .committee; Rabbi Ronald B. Scbel, vFes
vice chairman, and Theodore Freedman, director of‘the program di- ;T:

vision, met with Oberammergau Mayor Ernest Zwink, other town leaders, -

and later in Rome discussed the meetings with members of the Vaticamn <

r

&

e -
- =y

=

Commission on Relations with the Jews. They were assured by Father - ,.;;
Gorges Mejia, secretary of the Commission, that he would give the :;Ef
recommendatio?s made by ADL in Oberammergau to Bishop Carl B, Flugoi. “flj
Regensberg, and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Munich, both in Bavaria. | -

Mr. Kameny said that Mayor Zwink and other Oberammergau town of; )
ficials, while knowledgea?le about the Second Vatican Council's 1965 ?-;

"Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions," - B
seemed unfamiliar with the 1975 Vatican Guidelines which were adopted :--
to implement it. The Guidelines, following the principles of the "}

Declaration which said "neither all Jews indiscriminately at that =

time, nor Jews today, can be charged with the crimes committed during --

his (Christ's) passion...the Jews should not be spoken of as rajecéadq‘":f
— - —-or-cursed as if this followed from Holy Scripture," encouraged—efforé&f;%;
toaellmxnate anti-Semitic tendencies at every level of Catﬁolic life, - z

The ADL group made clear to the Oberarmergau officials, Mr. ht:

Kameny went on to say, that'while we were awar; of the current con- |
troversy in Oberammergau over two different Passion Play texts, we . - »'<

were not advocating one over the other." The group gave as ADL's con-

cern the impact of all Passion Plays. paE g “§§3



_.dramatic production with a religious_theme., __ _ .
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“We pointed out,” Mr. Kameny said, "that deletions could be
made in whichever text was used to remove segments referring to
Jews and Judaism 1in a prejudicial way and in contradiction to the
Vatican's Declaration and Guidelines."

Commending the Oberammergau announcement of Fhange in the pro-
logue and the play itself as "an important breakthrough on a vital
issue which has disturbed the American and world Jewish communities
for many years," he said "although progress has been slow, it is to
be hoped that the new understanding we found in Oberammergau signals
a speeding up of the process." ADL will follow through with its
promise to Mayor Zwink to send related materials and suggestions for
possible additional modifications in the play.

As a result of craiticisms in the 1960's, several anti-Semitic
references in the Oberammergau Passion Play were dropped or changed
when the play was staged in 1970. But Jews, as well as Catholics
concerned about anti-Semitaism in Catholic thought, literature and

culture, did not think the changes went far enough. Oberammergau,

like the rest of Bavaria, 1s predominantly Catholic. The play has

always been considered a Catholic religious play, not just a secular

B8 - 2o

The Anti-Defamation League delegation was in Oberammergau as
part of a l4-day international, interreligious seminar in Germany,
Italy and Switzerland. The group conferred with Jewish, Christian

and political leaders in the three countries on problems related to

anti-Semitism, neo-Nazism, education about the Holocaust and Jewish-

(more)
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Chraistian relations. At a private audience with Pope Paul VI, ADL
leaders presented the Pontiff with the ten millionth copy of the
agency's 16-pagg publication,, "The Record - The Holocaust in History
-=- 1933-1945," which appeared as an insert in 35 major American
newspapers and is being used a,ss an educational tool by American pub-

.

lic and parochial schools.

BHR, BHFOR,AJ,CP,RE, RTVF.C;-TB




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165 56 St, New York, NY 10022, (212) 7514000
ANNUAL NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

Oct. 26-29 The Amenican Jewish Committee, founded 1n 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
Hyait Regercy Cambridge e e et s e B St
: d
E?I;Ibri 23!2:. 12;2 s. 02139 MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations
CONTACT: Natalie Flatow, Press
PRESS ROOM will be posted 1n lobby Frances Rosenberg, TV-Radio

FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 P.M.
FRIDAY, OCT. 27, 1978

CAMBRIDGE, MASS., Oct. 27..., The American Jewish Committee's National Executive Council
today urged Committee members throughout the country to support quota-free affwn;ative
action programs in order to help members of minority groups train for and obtain jobs,
as well as for admission to colleges and universities.

At its meeting at the Hyatt Regency Hotel here, the Council, the Committee's top
policy-making body, recommended that AJC's Chapters in every part of the United States
work with minority, women, union, business, government, and other leaders to replicate
affirmative action programs in employment that have been effective. At the same time
the Chapters were urged to monitor affirmative action programs to ensure that they remain
free of quotas.

The Council also called on the Chapters to organmize meetings of Jewish businessmen
to assist them 1n developing affirmative action programs for their own businesses, and to
help them create jJobs for disadvantaged youth. The exclusion of Jews from the executive
suites of major corporations was also singled out as an area requiring affirmative action
efforts.

Sholom D. Comay, Chairman of AJC's Domestic Affairs Commission, stated that the
American Jewish Committee would continue to work with the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights for "a job at a living wage for everyone willing and able to work or who can be
qualified for work by training."

The Council congratulated President Carter and the Congress for its passage of the
Humphrey-Hawkins Full Employment and Balanced Growth Act, which it has supported.

Seymour Samet, Director of AJC's Department of Domestic Affairs, revealed that the
U.S. Secretary of Labor had responded favorably to the American Jewish Committee's re-

commendation that unemployment insurance be used to supplement voluntary work-sharing,
more.....

Richard Maass, President, Maynard | Wishner, Chairman, Board of Governors, Morton K Blaustein, Chairman, National Executive Council, Howard | Friedman, Chairman, Board of Trustees
Bertram H Gold, Executive Vice President
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and had agreed to spend some $4 million on two pilot projects.

"We urge continued support for the use of quota-free goals and timetables in order
to measure the effectiveness of affirmative action programs in employment," the Council
said. "It must not be forgotten that discrimination is still a tragic fact of life for
many people in this country. HWe must move to eradicate it." The Council statement
continued:

"Though some areas of the country are harder hit than others, unemployment 1s a
serious problem from Maine to California, Alaska to Hawaii. It hi1ts hardest at the
least trained and those most victimized by discrimination. In Janvary, 1978, the white
unemployment rate was 5.5 percent, while the black rate was 12.7 percent-- more than
twice as large."

It was also stressed that AJC Chapters should undertake support for affirmative
action programs in education: in meeting with college and university presidents, and
in offering aid in reviewing admissions programs before and after admission decisions
have been made.

Founded in 1906, the American Jdwish Committee is this country's pioneer human
relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the clvil and religious rights

of people at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people every-

where.

10/20/78
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165E 56St,, New York, NY 10022, (212) 7514000

The Amencan Jewish Committee, founded in 1906 s the pioneer human-relations

Oct. 26-29 zgzn:: n ;he Udnn;a Slateslh: plotectsrlhe civil and religious nghts of Jews here

Hyatt Regency Cambridge roac. anc. advatioss the causs ot improved i refations for all peop

g:libl"l d r.la,]ﬂag:‘ vg 2139 MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations
ge' - g

617- 492-1234

CONTACT: Natalie Flatow, Press
PRESS ROOM will be posted in Tobby Frances Rosenberg, TV-Radio
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CAMBRIDGE, MASS., Oct. 27...The American Jewish Committee today announced that a leading
Catholic academic institution in Bavaria, West Germany, would sponsor a symposium of
Catholic and Jewish scholars in Munich next month on the relationship of the Oberammergau
Passion Play to the development of anti-Semitism in Germany and in Christian culture.

The symposium, which will be held November 19, w111 be sponsored by the Catholic
Academy of Bavaria in cooperation with the American Jewish Committee's Interreligious
Affairs Department. '

Announcement of the symposium was made by Miles Jaffe, Chairman of the AJC's
Interreligious Affairs Commission, at the annual meeting of the AJC's National Executive
Council. The Council, the agency's highest policy-making body, continues 1ts sessions
through Sunday at the Hyatt Regency Cambridge Hotel.

The AJC has long been concerned with the effect of the Oberammergau Passion Play,
and derivative Passion Plays given in other parts of the world, on Jewish-Christian-
relationships, Mr. Jaffe explained. Last July, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC's National
Director of Interreligious Affairs, and William S. Trosten, AJC Director of Development,
met with Dr. Franz Henrich, President of the Catholic Academy of Bavaria, on the Ober-
ammergau Passion Play issue. At that time, the AJC leaders suggested that a dialogue
among Catholic and Jewish scholars on the historical and theological issues represented
1n the Passion Play could prove helpful, and the Academy subsequently decided to sponsor
a symposium on the subject.

Rabbi Tanenbaum will present one of the major papers at the symposium. He has
also been 1nvited to speak in the village of Oberammergau following the symposium on the
religious and historical factors that have contributed to anti-Semitism in Germany and
elsewhere. It is believed that never before has a Jewish spokesman been 1nvited to address

MORE.....
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a public gathering 1n Oberammergau on anti-Semitism and Jewish-Christian relations.

Outlining the significance of the symposium, Mr. Jaffe pointed out that "this will
be the first time in the history of the Oberammergau Passion Play, which dates back to
1634, that a German Catholic group of such prestige has taken the initiative 1n coopera-
tion with a Jewish body to examine the root causes of anti-Semitism engendered by certain
accounts of Jesus' death, including Passion Plays. More than 20 years ago, the AJC made
an exhaustive line-by-1ine analysis of the script then used in the play's performance.
It concluded that it was a highly anti-Semitic document 'that could not help but contribute
to the msunderstanding of Jews and Judaism'."

Mr. Jaffe added that in the past two decades, AJC had been deeply concerned with
the issue, including the controversy over which version of the Play was to be produced.
Over the centuries, 1t has been performed in at least five different versions. The Play,
which is a major tourist attraction in the German town of Oberammergau, is given once
every ten years. In 1970, more than 500,000 people from 113 countries witnessed perfor-
mances. The next series of performances 1s scheduled for 1980.

The symposium in Munich will have as 1ts central subject "The Passion of Jesus -
Then and Now," and will focus on five major themes:

1. The passion of Jesus in historic perspective, including an examnation of the
Roman occupation of ancient Judaea and the circumstances of Jesus' trial.

2. The varying interpretations of Jesus' passion in different parts of Christian
Scripture.

3 The' death of Jesus and the holy will of God, examining the foreordaining of
Jesus' death from a theological viewpoint.

4, The Good Friday 1iturgy, looking at the meaning of the changes that have been
made in the service since Vatican Council II.

5. The possibilities and 1imitations of artistic portrayals of the Passion of
Jesus. This will include the mstoric background of the Passion Play; the relationship
of the Passion Play to the current religious climate; and the role of the Passion Play n
fostering anti=Semitism throughout history.

Founded 1n \1906. the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human re-
lations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights of people

at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people everywhere.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

PARIS OFFICE » 30, Rue La Boetie Paris 75008, France o Elysees 69-11, 83-63 » Cable: Wishcom, Paris

rg ’ Abraham Karlikow, Furopean Director

!

FEB 28 1978 February 16, 1978.

Memorandum ¥

To: Marc Tanenbaum
From: Zacharia Shuster

I am sending you herewith photocopy of an article
published in the Sued-Deutsche Zeitung of Munich,

of Friday February 10, which reports extensively

the statements made by AJC personalities with regard
to the decision by the people of Oberamergau to oppose
the performance in 1980 of the new version of the
paasion play.

Alongside of this article there is a report from
Oberamergau that the City Council, however, has

decided by a vote of 9 against 6 to introduce in
1980 the new text which we have seen last August.

It should be noted, however, that a new City Council
will be elected on March 5th and may again decide on
this issue.

The same newspaper published an editorial in favor of
the reformed text, copy of which I am also enclosing
herewith.

I hope to talk to you on the phone about this subject
whithin the next few days.

RICHARD MAASS, President m B BERTRAM H. GOLD. Executive Vice-President
MAYNARD | WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors ™ MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, National Executive Council ®m HOWARD | FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trusiees m
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer m LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secrelary ™ ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treasurer ® THEODORE ELLENOFF. Chairman. Execulive Commitler m
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ® Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN
MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN. JACK A GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAM, EMERY E. KLINEMAN. JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD ®m MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman,
National Executive Council W MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer B JOHN SLAWSON, Execulive Vice-President Emeritus M Vice-Presidents: JORDAN C. BAND Cleveland:
_EDITH S. COLIVER. San Francisco. EMANUEL DANNETT., Westchester: RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. Tulsa, DAVID LLOYD KREEGER. Washington. D.C.: RICHARD H. LEVIN. Chicago:
ALFRED H MOSES, Washington, D C . ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester. MERVIN H, RISEMAN, New York, RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Bosion m
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MUNCHEN 9;- Febmar — Nach zwei Besuchen
in Oberammergau haben sich fiihrende Vertre-'
ter. des . Amerikanischen Jiidischen Comitees;

(AJC) erstmals offentlich zur Diskussion um das;
Oberammergauer Passionsspiel von 1980 geau-f

_Bert. In'einem sehr freundlich gehaltenen, aber

‘unmiBverstindlich warnenden Brief an Biirger-, {
‘ meister Ernst Zwink haben der Prisident der’
Nationalen Kommission flir die Beziehungen,
zwischen den Religionen, Miles Jaffe, der Natio-.

‘naldirektor  der gleichen FEinrichtung, Rabbi

‘Marc Tanenbaum, und der Direktor fir religiose;
Entwicklungen, William' S. Trosten, zu erkennen'
gegeben, wie ernst es den Reprasentanten der.

amenkamschen Juden mit der Frage des Antise-

mitismus in chnstlmnen Passionsspielen ist. Ausi,
udldeuzsdzen Zeitung zur,

| dem Brief, der der -
| Kenntnis gegeben und in New York vor der
Presse erlautert wurde, geht hervor,
" ‘Wiederholung - der

daBl eine:
bisherigen umstrittenen .
| Spielauffassung massive Gegenreaktionen zur:

Folge hitte; die nicht allein Oberammergau,
& i '| dersetzungen !sowie durch die: Aktivititen von

‘| Biirgermeister. Zwink und einer Biirgerinitiative:

| zusein. . o

konnten. fy i

Die Vertretersdes Amerikachhen Judlschen
Comitees waren im  August”des vergangenen
Jahres nach- Oberammergau gekommen, um sich
éinen Eindruck von der Probe der Barockpassion
nach Peter Ferdinand Rosner zu verschaffen, die
den umstrittenen Daisenberger-Text aus dem 19.
Jahrhundert ablésen soll. Nach einet langen Dis-
kussion mit Spmlleiter Hans :Schwaighofer,-
Textbearbeiter-Alois Fink und Obarammergaus.
zweitem Burgermelstar Helmut Fischer hatten-
die judischen Vertreter erklirt, sie seien vom

judischen Bezlehungen bexzul:ragen. Gegeniiber
Text und _-;uafuhrung .des Passionsspiels: nach
Rosner werde der Vorwurf des Antisemitismus
nicht -mehr. erhoben; die Werbung zZum Besuch’
Oberamerg"us.kﬁnne in Amemka:vou unter-

Beunruhnigt’ durch dle dortmternen Ause:n.an-

.| gegen 'die, Neuinszenierung 'des. Pmonssple]x

| auch mit den 1 Anhingern desDaisenberger-Spiels’
| ‘gesprochen.; V3m' Ergebnis scheinen sie jedoch
| wenig befriedigt nach Amenka zuruckgekehrt
<

In dem Brie an- Burgermeister Zwink: wird
| daran erinne af: gerade duréh die Entachei-
|'dungen des Zw iteri - Vatikanischen Konzils im

Verhdltnis mlschen den Rellgmnen groBe Fort-

- {iber Verstindnis bis zu gegeﬁséltlger Anerken—

xung”. Wortlich heillt es: ,Wir meinen, daB die

{|. tung fiir die Kreuzigung Jesu anlastet.” .
Auch ein F asslansspiel in Oberamme!:xau, das

"| ebendiese’ zum Inhalt habe,. werde vor einem
: véranhvorb.mgsbewuﬁten Pub].lkurn nicht ak-:

| zeptiert werden. »Eine solche’ Auifﬁhrung wiirde'
| nicht stillschweigend ' hingenommen, . sondern
‘ auf aktiven Widerstand stoBen.* Dieser Wider-

‘stand Konre aber nur, dazu’ ﬁxhnen den'Wunsch
i des Pubhku.ms in Amenka und amlewn

ehrlichen Willen . der Passmns.swelrefurma :
‘| iberzeugt. zu einér Verbesserung der christlich-

'.‘ Offentlichkeii -keine religitse Aussage mehr o~
e -lerieren wird, ;welche dem judischen..Volk ‘eine
/| Kollektivschuld und eine historische Verantwor

leuten .‘Iahxen 1st in unserem Land uncl anderen

‘| westlichen Lﬂndern viel bewundert und aner-

kannt wnrden. Ungluckhcherweise ist es aber
auch wahr, daB noch MiBtrauen und Zweifel an
der Tiefe und der Dauerhaftxgkett der demokra=

tischen - Werte in Ihrem- Lande bestehen. Wir
-fiirchten, daB die Reaktion auf Ihre: Entschei- |

dung nicht.nur die Memung iiber Obexammer-
gau, sondern auch das. Image. der Bundesrepu-

‘blik: insgesamt belasten wird. Dies konnte ein-
‘treten, cbwohl die deutsche bftenthche Meinung

emdeutlg die Moglichkeit einer Aufmhrung der
Rosner-Fassung begrift hat el

Sle wollen selbstverstindllch das Recht Ober-
ammergaus nicht bestreiten, auch eine Entschei-
dung fiir die Dmsenberger-”emon zu féllen, be-
tonen -die AJC-Vertreter. Aber .liber die dann

‘unvermeidlich folgenden Feaktmnen m Ameri--
. ka und, anderen Idndern. muBten ‘die Oberam-"
mergauer sich im klaren sein ,»Nachdem wir un-'
widerruflich unsere Aufg‘abe darin sehen. gegen
das Prmzip der Kollektivschuld zit kampfm, ob’
.es sich um Juden ‘oder bayerische Dorfgemem-'_‘
schaften ha.nddt" heiBt es weiter, ,hoffen wir,
‘| nach: Rosner haben. die. ]udnd:len Repriigentan- 'I-daB.S;e unseqan:Wunsah, Ihnen die Konseguen-
'|-ten aus Amerika wihrend eixes zweiten Besuchs |.
| in:Oberammergau in-der vergangenen Woche

Threr htsuheidung au!zuze:gen, els ehrliche
mithung 1 um eine Hilfe verstehen g

; Zum Versuch der Burgenmtlatwe m Obcram-

-
[

{ erenden Gemetndorats goht; wird im Jahee’

im_wmen du n«& bis gum. Friihjahr. am

an:tgttﬂrt. mt peum gégen sechs Stinimen
‘entsdifed sich das Gremium am Mitiwoch fir -
das im letwten Jabr im mehreren: Probeaunf-

' fiihrungen dargebétene Spiel nach dem ba-§.- -
rot‘ken'l'extdcs?ﬁemltosnerausdeml& o

“Jshrbundert. - (o
“Theoretisch’ 1st etne Anderung dleses Be-
. schiusses-durch, den aus den Kommunalwah-
ien:‘am 5. Mérz hervorgehenden neuen Ge-
. meinderat - zwar.mbglich, Im Lager der Be-'|;
- former meint-man aber, die Gemeindeviter '
miiften sich 'd.ies a_eh.r wohl iiberlegen.

'mergau, em paar She:chungen und germgtﬁglge

Umtormulierungen einzelner Worter und Satze, -
als Neubearbm’cung der Da:senbelger-Passmn i
auszugeben, schreiben die amerikanischen ' Ju-
den: ,,Wir sind im Besitz beider Texte des Pas-

‘sionsspiels und haben ‘die Probespiele der Ros-
‘mer-Version gesehen. Wir konnen nicht stark ge- -
"nug betonen, daB der Aussage bei Daisenberger
‘das Thema der Konektlvschuld der Juden am
‘Tode Jesu zugrunde legt. Es ist unsere Auffas-
‘sung, daB; _keme Bearbeitung, weder Streichum--

gen:: “noch ‘Kofrekturen und dramaturgische.
Triclks chese Tatsache uberdecken konnen. . Die

'-Dajsenberger~7ersmn wird in unserem Lande

immer als ein Ausdruck antisemitischer: Getﬁhle >4

-gesehen und als solcher abgelehnt werden.® -



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



TRANSLATION

Oberammergau
May 17, 1978

Hans Schwaighofer .
Kircheckgasse 12
8103 Oberammergau

Mr. William S. Trosten
American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y.

Déar Mr. Trosten:

After our last telephone conversation I spoke to Dr. Fink
and with the Board of Arbeitsgemeinschaft about your
suggestion to come to Oberammergau to mest with either the
Town Council or directly with the people. Everyone felt
that this was an excellent suggestion and were in complete
agreement. In view of the present situation, they were
of the view that the date of this meeting should be put
off until the fall and that the meeting should be well
prepared.

It was suggested that a symposium be arranged consisting of
one Catholic theologian (perhaps Father Sanders) one Protestant
theologian, experts from your side and Bishop Schwarzenbock.,
The participants would make short statements pertaining to

the important Passion and text problems, make their position
known to the people and be available for discussion. The
invitation would be extended by the Arbeitsgemeinschaft

and preparatory conversations with the participants could be
arranged by Dr. Fink as well as by the Arbeitsgemeinschaft.

This is our suggestion.

Thé new director, Hans Maier, indicated in a newspaper clipping
which I enclose, his intention to make significant changes in
the Daisenberger Text. Apparently, he does not fully understand
the difficulties of his proposal. Indeed, his proposal would
mean the creation of a new text -- something that is not wanted.

continued....
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As of this time, the name of the person who will do the
adaptation is unknown. In any event, the result will not
be much different from the changes made in 1970. The basis
of this new adaptation is the text I sent Yyou some time ago,
which already included some of the deletions.

As to whether the Anti-Defamation League met with Cardinal
Ratzinger after their visit in Oberammergau is not known.
The gentlemen also wanted to try to get a message to
Card%nal Ratzinger from the Vatican.

Yesterday, May 16, 6:20 P.M., there was a report over
Bavarian Radio of the International Congress of Christians

and Jews meeting in Vienna. They too plan a demonstration

in Oberammergau., It was also reported that Américan bishops
and Jewish organizations will urge tour promoters and airlines
not to include Oberammergau in their programs,

The reports about the text adaptation of Daisenberger are
sleazy because, as yet, the Town Council has not discussed this.

With best regards,

(S) Hans Schwaighofer

cc: B. H. Gold
M. Jaffe
M. A. Tanenbaum



TRANSLATION

BAVARTIAN RADIO MAY 5, 1978
RUDIGER STOLZE: DAS ECHO VON OBERAMMERGAU

ONE REALLY DOESN'T WANT TO BELIEVE IT: THAT THE COMMUNITY

OF OBERAMMERGAU, DESPITE ALL EXPERIENCE, ALL ADVICE, AND

ALL COMMON SENSE, WANTS TO HOLD ON TO THE OLD PASSION PLAY.
WITH THE DECISION TO REJECT A REFORM OF THE PASSION PLAY

ON THE BASIS THAT IT IS UNTRIED AND REQUIRES MUCH MORE WORK
THE TOWN COUNCIL HAS VIOLATED ITS OWN CONSCIENCE. A PLURALITY

DOES NOT PROTECT ONE AGAINST STUPIDITY.

HARD WORDS, DEAR LISTENERS, BUT THE CITIZENS OF OBERAMMERGAU
WILL HEAR MUCH MORE IN THIS CONNECTION AND CORRECTLY SO

IN MY OPINION:

"STEEPLE POLITICS" -- FROM THE "WOCDCARVER'S VILLAGE" -- IN
THE EVENT THAT THIS CORRECTLY DESCRIBES WHAT HAS HAPPENED --
HAS ATTRACTED WORLD WIDE ATTENTION. IF THIS "DRAMA OF
OBERAMMERGAU" OR SOME SIMILAR EVENT HAD TAKEN PLACE SOMEWHERE
ELSE ONE COULD DESCRIBE IT AS PROVINCIALISM AND FORGET ABOUT
IT. BUT OBERAMMERGAU IS DIFFERENT. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A WORK
OF ITS CITIZENS AND THE COMMUNITY THAT DEVELOPED THE PLAY

ABOUT THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST INTO A WORLD

RENOWNED ATTRACTION. THEIR RESPONSIBILITY HAS ALSO INCREASED
— w—
AND THE OBERAMMERGAUER CAN NO LONGER EVADE THIS FACT. THEIR

e —

RESPONSIBILITY DOES NOT ONLY AFFECT THEM BUT OUR COUNTRY, I?E
/”'/_

Zi
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS AND

- —————————— e L ———
THE VIEW OF US THAT WE OFTEN RESENT AS "THE UGLY GERMAN (HORRIBLE
: e
GERMANS, ETC.) P

~IN THIS CONNECTION THE OBERAMMERGAUER AS ALWAYS ARE POORLY
COUNSELED NOT TO CONCERN THEMSELVES ABOUT THE OPINIONS FROM
OUTSIDE. THE OPPONENTS 6f.REFORM CHARGE THAT THE NEW VERSION
IS TOO MUCH OF A SPECTACULAR AND DOES NOT EXPRESS THE TRUE
FEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE -- ALWAYS ECONOMIC ARGUMENTS., . IF ONE
WERE TO CHANGE THE PASSION PLAY, IN THEIR VIEW, THERE WOULD BE
.FEWER VISITORS TO THE VILLAGE. BUT, LOOKING AT THE SITUATION
NOW, EXACTLY THAT WILL OCCUR IF THE OLD VERSION WHICH ACCORDING
TO THE BUERGERMEISTER WILL BE ONLY SUPERFICIALLY CHANGED,

IS PLAYED. IN 1970, JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS CALLED FOR A BOYCOTT
OF THE PLAY, MANY VISITORS PARTICﬁLARLY FROM THE UNITED STATES
AND ELSEWHERE AVOIDED THE "WOODCARVER'S TOWN.'" ALSO, THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH DISTANCED ITSELF FROM THE PLAY. .IN 1970 THEY
DENIED THE OBERAMMERGAUER AND THEIR PLAY OFFICIAL RECOGNITION.
THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE, PARTICULARLY AFTER THE LATEST
DEVELOPMENTS AND DECISIONS, THAT THEY WILL DO ANYTHING DIFFERENT

NOW. 1IN ADDITION, THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES AT HOME. MANY CITIZENS

WHO_ARE-READY AND ABLE TO PLAY HAVE REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE OR

OR COOPERATE IN A FUTURE PERFORMANCE OF THE OLD TEXT. ON TOP
e e iy o T

OF THESE VERY REAL PROBLEMS FOR THE COMMUNITY THERE IS ANOTHER

MORE OVERPOWERING THEME: THE GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE
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OF THE POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF PASSION PLAYS
ALTOGETHER -- DEALING WITH THE CHARGE THAT THE JEWS ARE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF CHRIST. THE STYLE OF THE OLD

TEXT IS NO LONGER UP-TO-DATE. 1IN THE REFORM PRODUCTION A
CERTAIN DEPERSONALIZATION TAKES PLACE. GREED, HATE AND EVIL
ARE ALL PORTRAYED AS ALLEGORIES. NO DOUBT THAT THIS RESPONDS
TO THE OBJECTIONS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND CORRESPONDS

TO THE DEMANDS OF THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL. OBERAMMERGAUER,
ON THE OTHER HAND, WANT TO BUILD THEIR FUTURE ON A QUESTIONABLE

_-—r-'_‘.___.-__-___ ==
PAST. THE MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL WANT A CLEAR DECISION

THAT WILL BRING PEACE TO THE COMMUNITY. IT MIGHT BECOME
CALMER IN OBERAMMERGAU BUT ITS CITIZENS ARE HEARING THE

ECHO.

cc: B. Gold
M. Tanenbaum
M. Jaffe



Hans Schwaighofer Oberammer,au, ‘17...a12 1978
Karcheckgasse 12
&10% Oberammergau

American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations

165 East 55 Street
N ew Yor k, HN.Y
Mr. William S. Trosten

Sehr geehrter Herr Trosten!

Nach unserem letzten Telefonzesprach habe i1ch mat
Herrn Dr. Faink und anschlieBend mat dem Vorstand

der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Thren Vorschlag nach Cber-
ammergau zu kommen, um mit dem Gemeainderatv oder mat
der Bevolkerung zu sprechen, beraten.

Alle Beteilagtea fandea diesen Gedanken auszezeich-
net und haben 1hn grundsatzlach belfurwvortet.

Auf Grund der augenblicklichen Situation waren sie
jedoch der Ilieanung, man sollte den Termin fur die-
ses Gesprach auf den Herbst verlezen und gut vorbe-
reiten.

Vorzeschlagen wurde, ein ‘Symposium einzuberufen, den
1 katholischer Theoloze (vielleicht Herr Pfarrer San-
ders) 1 evangeligscher Theoloze und Experten von Ihrer
Seite sowie der Regionalbischof Schwarzenbock angeho-

Ten.

Die Herren sollten in kurzen Statements zu den wichti-
gen Passions- und Textproblemen vor der Bevolkerung
Stellung nehmen und daruber diskutieren.

Eine Einladung wurde von der Arbeitsgemeinschaft vor-
bereitet, vorbereitende Gesprache mit den betreffenden
Herren konnten von Dr. Fink sowvie auch von der Arbeits-—
gemeanschaft eingeleitet werden.

Dies ware der Vorschlag der arbeitsgemeinschalt.

—2“




Der neue Spielleiter, Hans Malef, hat an einer Zei-
tungsnotiz, die ich beilege, "weséntliche inderungs-—
absichten'" am Daisenbergertext bekanntgegeben. Schein-
bar sind i1hm die Schwieraigkeiten, die daber eintreten,
nicht in vollem Umfange bekannt d.h., daB diese Ab-
sicht eine WNeuschopfung bedeuten mullte, die nicht ge-
wollly 1ist.

Der Textbearbeiter vernalt sich bis zur Stunde anonyme.
Das Ergebnis waird sich von derTextstreichung 1970 si-
cherlich nicht wesentlich unterscheiden.

Als Grundlaze soll der Ihnen bereits zugegangene, schon
mit Streichunzen versehene Text verwendet verden.
Inwieweit dae 'anta-Diffamation=Liga' nach 1hrem Besuch
1n Oberammerzgau auch mit Kardinal Ratzainger ins Gespraech
kam, 1st nicht bekannt geworden. "

Die Herren wollten auch versuchen, uber den Hl. Stuhl
in Rom eine Nachracht an Kardinal Ratzinger zu vermit-

telne.

Im Bayer. Rundfunk kam gestern,16. Mai - 18.20 Uhr,

eine lieldung von einem incernationalen Kongrell christ-
lich-judischer Zusammenarbeit 1n vJilen, von dem aus eine
Demonstration in Oberammergau geplant i1st. Amerikanische
Bischofe und gjudische Orzanisationen venden sich an die
Reiseveranstalter und an die Fluglinien, Oberammergau
nicht 1n JThr Programm aufzunehmen.

Daie lleldungcen uber Texibearbeitung des Daisenbergertextes
sind fadenscheiniz, denn i1m Gemeinderat wurde daruber bis
jetzt noch nicht beraten.

Mlé freundlichen Grulen
verbleibe ach
Ihr

el § T
(Hans schwalghofer)




THE ARCHBISHOP
OF MUNICH AND FREISING Kardinal-Faulhaber-Strasse 7

8 Munich
May 11, 1978

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022
Dear Mr. Tanenbaum,

Thank you very much for your kind letter of April 27, 1978, in which you
bring to my attention various exchanges of letters concerning the 1980 Ober-
amnergau Passion Play. To go right to the heart of the matter: In the total
context of this complex problem, I cannot see it as my task as Archbishop of
Munich to force adoption of the Rosner text -- particularly since the trial
performance has clearly shown the limits of our capacity to make the Baroque
drama with 1ts Heaven, Hell and devils come to life. In any case, given all
that has happened, such an attempt would be hopeless. On the other hand, as
I have repeatedly stated, I will emphatically urge that, consonant with Nostra
Aetate, no assertion whatsoever of a collective Jewish guilt be allowed to re-
main. On this matter, I will make contact with currently responsible agencies
in Oberammergau.

I would now like to ask Jewish agencies, for their part, not to link
Dachau and Auschwitz with the Chrastian faith. As is well known, Nazi anti-
Semitism has always vilified the Christian faith as a Semitic product and
has always treated the Church and Judaism as belonging together. May I, for
example remind you of the Hitler Youth's song, "Jews and Holy Joes (Pfaffen) --
up against the wall." The solidarity thus generated among committed Jews and
Christians should continue to be stressed as the most important bulwark against

all anti-Semitism.

it



Generally speaking, I am much concerned that the real intent of the
Oberammergau Passion Play, which is to serve religious awareness, not to
provoke confrontation, not be put in question by conflicts of any kind

whatever.

Sincerely yours,

(s) + Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
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Der Erzbischof 8 Munchen, den 11. Mai 1978

von Miinchen und Freising Kardinal-Faulhaber-Strage 7

Herrn Rabbiner

Marc H. Tanenbaum

Institut of Human Relations
165 East 56 Sireet

New York, N.Y. 10022

U.S.A.

Sehr geehrter Herr Tanenbaum!

Besten Dank fur Thren freundlichen Brief vom 27.4.1978, mit dem
Sie mir dankenswerterweise verschiedene Briefwechsel in Sachen
Oberammetgauer Passionsspiele 1980 zur Kenntnis gebracht haben.Um
gleich zum Kern zu kommen: In Gesamtzusamirenhang dieses komplexen
Problems kann ich es nicht fur meine Aufgabe als Munchener Erzbi-
schof ansehen, den Rosner-Text zu erzwingen, zumal die Probeauf-
fuhrung doch auch deutlach die Grenzen unserer Fahigkeit gezeigt
hat, das barocke Drama mit Himmel, Holle und Teufeln zu vergegen-
wartigen; ubrigens wurde ein solcher Versuch mach allem Vorgefalle-
nen ohnedies aussichtslos sein, Wohl aber werde ich nachdrucklich
darauf drangen, wie ich schon verschiedentlich geauBert habe, daf
im Sirne von "Nostra aetate' keinerlei Aussage uber eine Kollektiv=
schuld der Juden zuruckbleibt. In diesem Sinn werde ich mich auch
mit den jetzt verantwortlichen Oberammergauer Stellen in Verbindung
setzen,

Umgekehrt mochte ich nun aber auch die judischen Stellen bitten,
nicht Dachau und Auschwitz mit dem christlichen Glauben in Verbin-
dung zu bringen. Bekanntlich hat ja der NS-Antisemitismus immer
auch den christlichen Glauben als semitisches Produkt beschimpft

und Kirche und Judentum stets als zusammengehorig behandelt. Ich




darf Sie hier beispielsweise nur an das HJ-Lied "Stellt die Juden
und die Pfaffen an die Wand" erinmern. Die Solidaritat, in die so
uberzeugte Christen und Juden versetzt wurden, sollte auch heute

als wichtigstes Bollwerk gegen jeglichen Antisemitismus herausge-

stellt werden.

Ganz allgemein ist mir sehr daran gelegen, daB die eigentliche Ab-
sicht der Oberammergauer Passionsspiele, die religioser Besinnung
dienen und nicht Konfrontationen hervorrufen sollten, nicht durch

Konflikte gleich welcher Art in Frage gestellt wird.

Mit freundlichen GruBlen
bin ich Ihr

} ot Cort X oM mnoer

(Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger)

i el T i i






