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New York (JTA) — Israeli offi-.
cials and Jewish leaders in the *
United States extended their con
dolences to Catholics throughout
the world upon the death of Pope
Paul VI The head of the Roman
Catholic Church died Sunday
' Aug 6 at the age of 80 after a heart
attack in his summer residence at
.. Castel Gandolfo
©_Israeh leaders 1ncluding
~ _ Pfesident Yitzhak Navon Pre-
mier Menachem Begin and Minis
ter of Religion Aharon Abu
Hatzeira sent condolence cabies

1 to the Vatican Mon Israels Ash
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c move the chronic hatred between _
Chnistianity and Jud:«psm -
” Spokesmén for the American
¥ Jewish community responded
w ¢ Simlarly to news of the Pontiff's
_ death* K
. However, Pope Paul's stand on
- the Middle East was more contro-
- versial The Vatican has not
recogntzed the state of Israel and
1n recent years the Pope consis
tently called for aresolution of the
Palestinian refugee problem and
supported the creation of an
internationally guaranteed status
for Jerusalem and the holy
places " -Istael wants to retain
control of Jerusalem P
In 1964 Pope Paul became the
first Pontiff to journey to Israel at
which time he visited the Church
of the Nativity in Nazareth and the
»*Chureh of the Last Supper on
- Jerisalém’s Mount of Olves ‘Al
-~ thotgh the visit did not represent
any change i1n the Roman Catholic
Church s traditional position re
garding the State of Israel, Pope
Paul did meet unofficially with
~-former President of Israel Zalman |
" Shazaratthe Mandlebaum Gate'in s
5 Jerusalem
! Dunngthisreign the Pope also
established contact with Jewish
political and intellectual leaders
from Israel and other nations In
addition to receving Abba Eban
Moshe Dayan and other leading
. » Israehs, the Pontiff held an un
*+ _précedentéd meeting with Pre-
mier Golda Meir in January 1973,-
the first audience granted to an
Israeli head of state A Vatican
statément released later noted
that during the meeting with the
Israeh Premier the Pope had re-
called the history and sufferings
of the Jewish people

ey

N

POPE PAUL (
AND THE JEWS: - -
A RETROSPECTIVE

kenazx‘ghxefgalsz Shlé:mg Gorens, }sm Rabb: Mare Tanenbaum;na-*
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V‘“, In the wake'of Vatican Council

iwhorhadsattended.the Vatican

-

“ifapréssed by Héschel“and that~

. _.clared publicly that he*had re
said,of the Pope “He tried to re- - c€1ved>much inspiration from

i

Subsequently however, the
papal spokesman Professor Fre-
derico Alessandrini felt compel-
led to1ssue a “verbal note” assert-
ing that the audience with Mrs.
Meir was not granted as a prefe
rential exclusive gesture by the
Pope but rather was arranged in
order * not to let shp any oppor
tunity to act in favor of peace n
defense of all religious interestst
and most of all the Palestinian re-
fugees.

Jewish leaders also lauded the
Pope s major theological decr- .
sions regarding Jews and Juda-

tiofal intérreligioys affairs’direc
tor of the Amerncan Jewish Com
mittee noted that Pope Paul fol
lowing 1n the spint of his prede-
cessor Pope John XXIII took
steps to change Catholic attitudes
toward Judaism and to 1mprove -
relatrons between, Catholics and;
Jews~, 5. BTORSTT g
11, convened 1n the fall of 1962,
Pope Paul met with Rabbi Ab-
raham Joshua Heschel Heschel,

Counci], ppealed’ for.a modi-'
fication™of Catholic doctfine: res.»
gardifg the 1ssues of deicide and
conversion of Jews
It was apparent, from the Pope's
subsequent .referencés;to Hes_
Y figs, that hewas much>

the two men had developed a per
sonal friendsmp The Pontiff de-

Heschel’s work”and-that ‘his
understanding of Jéws-and the_
Jewish religion had been greatly
enhanced
Following his audience with
Heschel, the Pope on Oct 20 1965
promuigated the Vafican Declar-
ation on'Non-Christran Religions,
which represented a major sln'ﬂ m -
Catholic doctrine regarding the
Jews The Declaration repudiated
the false charge of collective
Jewish guilt for the death of
Christ and called for * fraternal
dialogue and mutual respect be-
tween Catholics and Jews
throughout the world In, the
‘wake of this document, a_Vatican -
Secretariat on Cathalic-Jewish...
Relations was establishéd 1n an
unprecedented attempt to en
courage cooperation between
Catholics and Jews 1n the United
States, Israel and other parts ofL .
the world .. e B s
The CatholicJewish dialogue
was continued 1n the form of an
nual conferences beginning 1n
1970 between the International
Jewish Committee for Inter,
religious Consultations (1JCIC),~
and the Vatican The LICIC 1s an}:
umbrella organization composed
of represeniatives of the Syna
gogue Council of America World
Jewish Congress Israel Interfaith
Committee American Jewish
Committee, sAmerican Jewrsh
Congress and the Anti-Defama
bion League of Bna1 Bnith
Pope Paul met with leaders of
the IJCIC in 1975 and sub
sequently 1ssued a set of Vatican
Guidelines for the implementa
tion of the principles outlined 1n
his 1965 Declaration These guide-
lines included plans for the revi
sion of anti-Jewish teachings con

Py
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-~ tained in Catholic textbooks
hturgy and sermons

Recently 1n 1977 the Pope re
nounced all Catholic efforts to
proselytize among Jews 1n a
statement made before the annual
WICIC Vatican Conference in Ven-
ice This declaration was indica
tive of a major shift 1n Cathohe
. doctrine in that Judaism was for

the first time recogmzed as a

legitimate and eternal faith 1n its

own right rather than merely the
precursor of Christianity
However 1n spite of much that
was positive 1n Pope Paul s policy
toward the Jews a number of

Jewish leaders expressed disap

pointment i1n the fact that the

bright promise of a new era n

Christian-Jewish relations held

- out by Pope John XXIII was only
Q:;p::jrtlally:l‘uﬁlt:llled by his suc
* Jcessér They explained that.the

Pope s pronounceménts on the
deicide and conversion questions
fell short of the pledges made by
Cardinal Bea Pope Johns rep
reséntative at the Vatican Coun
cl -

"~ It was also recalled that during
his 1964 visit to Israel the Pope
‘defended the behavior of Pope

. .~ P1us XII who_has_been con °
4 v demned for hus stlence 1n the face
- #of Hitlers extermination of Euro-
_.~~ peah Jewry Some Jewish leaders\ﬂ

/-

3

Soviet Unton and Synia In each
instance the Pope had promised
through his delegate 1n Jeru
salem that the Vatican would
offer 1ts assitance bv means of
quiet diplomacy
Yet the Pope actively inter
ceded on the part of Archbishop
Hilarion Capuce1l sentenced 1n
December 1974 by an Israel; court
to 12 vears imprisonment for
smuggling terrorist arms into ls
rael The Vatican through negoti
ations with an Israeli official was
successful 1n obtaining Capucer s
release which wasas a good will
gesture toward the Christian
world The Pope also condemned
Israel retahation raids for ter
rorist attacks without condemning
the 1mitial provocation
However so far as Judaism and
the Jewish people are concerned
{Rabbi Jacob Agus of Beth El
Congregation said -Pope Paul
should be viewed 1n a favorable
hight Rabbi Agus 1s an acknowl]
edged interfaith expert Inthel5
years Pope Paul was 1n power he
consolidated the achievements of
Pope John téwards Judaism
- Ha\pbn Agps commented The
. achievementsofthe lasttwo popes
15 all ‘the greater when viewed
in the light of Papal policies
particulary in the 19th and 20th
, centuries The Catholic Church

-~ v were also_disturbed by the fact, f‘;@has‘gmade more progress for a ra

"t thatithe Vatiéan ‘délegation to,af;
UN confab m Vgncouver in 1978,
supported a resolution. con <

iy

[ w2 Wagssubsequently compelled to

» tronal, and humane, basis' toward"®
+Jews infthe last 20 vears, than 1n

wsthe previous 1900 years _the rabbi

demning ?;omsm The Vatican - continued

" Theeffectsofthe new policies of

3

* ‘dxga’goy"{:those attacksun reSponse.” John and Paul were felt through

toa’s

lics and Jewish organizations_
Over the years Rabb Goren,
said;-he had made four appeals to
«:Pop€ Paul {6 help secure the re *
P Nhleg%gvof Jewish prisoners 1n the

I

v Za

storm of criicism frém Catho i+ outthe world espeeially 1n Latin

America and ancient fortresses
of g‘ﬁp Semitism for example Fr
anceand Spain Paul moved very
slowly and his policies were
somewhat disappointing to those

{fwwo.wwmw
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‘Wigder in. cballenge Setlow wins support

to alleged influence’ - of-New York Bnai

: pf”‘Torczyner group’ Brith District 1
m;:“" wamyﬁwm ge 15 .o (Continued from page 1}

‘w(nﬁ" aden
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SR . ”‘*Torczynerﬂha&fbecome ~t|r1e .power behind “The Bnar Bnth magaznne, the Natwnal
Ll & R : ; 1~ the throrie of- the ZOAmand 18 responSIble _]ewzsh Monthly, can become a powerful edu-
E:;g j%"? e = far selecion of Novick as a- presndenual canonal tool,” Setlow said “For mt,ernal
i - - %gﬁw candtdate: They believe that he works with  Bnai Brith communication, it can carry in-
SEE X m “Leong‘llupovxc*h,texecunve director to run serts on’a regional basis However 1t
‘W'Tﬁ.%;:iw ‘*w;“’i“‘w‘ Fowg s';"n« the’ Z‘OA@andrthey would both prefer a  should become a sprighily, inspiring
gt 5 %%ﬁf:‘m e st L Jpresxtdent from" Piitsburgh rather than one  monthly publicaton with enough’ popular
R *f‘?A T A el A 4 ifrom%»thls .area with a Manhattan office  appeal to sell on newstands as well as going
ﬁv’w HISTORIG ENCOUNTER "The late Popé-Paul Vi WBsrphotographéd‘mllé“i'\ﬁany»‘l ‘175 greetlng 5 WTO ner, reached dunng a jury duty re-  to members
/ “*“‘”‘ Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice president of the Synagogue Councnl\of:»Amenca as Dmi«.w eSS, 7 N0 ul’d nol comment for publication_ Setlow does not advocate moving to
‘”‘3 Gerhart Riegner, secretary general of the World Jewish Congress, wétches in the background - D ***T N domi e Washington, D C full ume He prefers to
'The occasion for the historic meeting in Rome was the promulgation of the Vatican Guidelines - - ény Torézy ner ominance . work with lay leaders to help formulate
x\“"" 3 fonthé»lmplemematlon of Nostra Aeaté (the Vatican I} Declaration on the Jews) which for the Novick s constituents deny that policies
o firsttime recognized Judaism as a legitimate and eternal faith instead of merely as a precursor ~ Torczyner has such influence in the orga- L e ADL
& _of Chnistianity (See story on Rage three ) - nization and point to some 300 people on As 2 member of the Commussion. of the
. S~ e ¢ P .4 e e R thewcampalgn commuttee to show Novick s Ant-Defamation League of Bnai Brith and
el N R n 3\ :f % 4, T; - m w”:» ’,;1 ; %E & S %‘;ﬁbackl»ng These areemostly officers of ZOA vice charrman of the ADL Society of Fel-
s % = v«u:w i “«w:swmmu Lt from aroundithe country Theddist 1ncludes lows fund rasing group for the ADL, he
ﬁ%j :i gﬁw Tu y N l:labt:rl\S&ein%:/em Y (':'orczyfm;‘r terms 1t the most effecuve Jewish pubhc
s £rman elsman, PASL IS ehnl ;(; € relations orgamzation 1n the country
- = ] Jewssh National Fund and of the f : Setlow s list of qualificanons run a full
e h m re tar o gy Auerbach. past presxde:{t, o l(; Se page, but just to pick a few because of space
- 7 b ZOA»Chlcago Regian, and Rabbl aro hmitations, he holds the Justice Lows B
| “”‘ “ | - i Yoy 'Sllver, of Wes} Hartford Conn“ who 1s on Brandeis award of the Ziomist Orgamization
;fg:ww T St S rd - g tzhe edlmnalﬁboard of the ;' American of America, the Torch of Liberty Award of
~;* e Wase *IEW'S : » ms : l‘?;“fs;eﬁﬁgpt:ser:; admlmstratlon under the ADL, and the Bnai Brith Youth Ser-
Tk ﬂﬁw vzk’« = 5 3 " “the rafluence of Jack Torczyner. l"las em- vxceshA;v{ard for guts;}andmgl v(v:ork with
DA ”{" S X B : out e 1s 1n the National Campaign
i 3 e PR «\?JB AJEHAN BRAUN T - wn:h promment thw_ mdudmg Abba phasized .mainly the piiblic relations aspect yCabmet of the United Jewish Appea‘]) aE d

v
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Savr g%:dkew? ' for ‘gfgﬁmzedemencan Ehan,’ Mbshe Da@an andﬂphllbsopher Ab.- -of the ZOA arnid failed with the basic ‘Jobs of on the governing council of the American

P
i

in ﬂ”w : # eschel: ¢ .promgting Jewish education, Jewish cul-
g i‘rﬁﬁ’féﬁ‘h’f’ofiﬁﬁmm *‘}a‘i'i.‘:?;‘f;f; ey Jomtpan :onfi.ﬁii’fgéi?e??"f"éfé toral hfe and;Alyah L Wigder sad m ex- G320 00 Y IO DR, SR
e GBS S R sl g
i casuresofreapect: S i . from District 3; with
‘}mﬁ% : *mﬁmf?}fﬁ;\‘%ﬂ* {P%ﬁ%?ﬂ:?nf i ¢ %Hw ‘fféfu,!he“ZOA aé" azpolmcal voice of Ziomsm, Shusterman comes from District 3; w1

§ e "y 2 m»iw;v 33;000 members which covers Pennsyl-
e

. vama;““New Jersey, West Virgimia and' Del-

B anan nto “‘Jemsh,z hfe.tn .aware He has a stfong commitment to Is-
N0 5 3 ‘4 “
e io m‘f % : s ’rmel.»pomtmg out’that’ besndes hus’ Bnal

%»m ﬂ%i;:"”’ 3 btfftfl also‘ﬁfeei thatthe most lmportant rofe
ﬁ S A

nops.v-a« o rerican Zinmsm 1stounsnil splnt,\ded- ,

%@Wﬂhe orﬂ nbt ‘the new: Po e
n: unue-the | oTO Sl

w 1 it Sy
A“menca and 5
_pects,, "of. Pope“PauJ,s\ o o Tl '*”ﬁ ,,_’ Bnthéacuvmes, he-has a son Richard:whé
tvi:ee"n: ™ ew 1.; pBﬁcY“‘“%vhmh*P e té‘d’“f th‘ sl be}wveathax t.he ZOA has been-too long - has taught at' Hebrew’ Unversity,, and; 1s
o

= & s-\‘ ig £
johi xxn Panl 4.5 u@mmbemconu ol of an alsltn mstrano-n rh.ﬂ has:w now!on, leave t&complete hus, doctorate at‘
a too content wit merely &

e world learned that BO—year-old _many _]emsh observers hes n  the changm L m

r the hi A ne been eneration Sabra, vuth his other grand-
ngw&l van mamsta‘M who*@had‘ € ed?“‘h%,de‘g}ogvﬁphlcsu%amree ‘f*the;glhurgh HSElE £ acnng&as SPOkBS"J 1foraprsnembershlp that %ather being Judge Simcha Nahanam of
1908, D JTrd il s emincs b e ot i fonthe sl e B 10 oo e B R
fﬁﬁ : %’ﬂ j:, & wf%ﬁ‘ r & \;-:a\%i“ - um'ggm,wyear ﬂgon Ell %{3&%‘59{3&“ w‘w:},xage_g agdmept i "*\M: 4 . i .t
- «rf:f) Like "M JoSe ﬁ ‘“ ‘i:@rarr- £7'majéry n ithe. §£‘a§§d; gegﬁé’fﬁCardi-w&i.f £ad -Baf ﬁft;\*r’iwﬂ% ﬁ?i;fti on s’ - *Old 1deas worth “eepmb
""" 'man-of Bnal Brith’s Aml Defamauon " 'nals, t,hexbody‘j sparisibleto ”elecung,éthe o or; post-Bar. M =y P . ‘Thie Bpai Biuth needs a president 'wath
- League and Rabbl Saul 1 Te;)htz presi- . next’Pope (SE’C edltomal )Ti“f *fz‘” F %*15 @"‘\i‘%“wlgder Pas bee“ actlve 'mthe ZOA for ) ~||nag1n3uon recepuve; to new |deas but
;1 z ~ dentof the Synagogue Council of America “He was the. Pilgnm Pope sald ‘one, fwath)ree decades wuth the orgamzation 8TOW-  *inth the Judgment to kiiow that new’ 1§ not
Bl anenbaum, whoﬁls in charge of interrehg:- longume Vatican. watcher of "the = . 1ng \to gome - 140,000 members “Fluent tn  ,lways the best way to go — some old'1deas
jt‘b ,;,u%:;?ﬂ‘;urs7,=fmr ghex«Amerx:anugmsh Com- mternauonally,mmded ‘Paiil;” who was %ﬁ[‘{ebmw Yand Yiddish, he hds worked for  are worth keeping * Shusterman says
PA *;fL fek fﬁsed-th& € Pope Tor, g3 Lknow For‘h “Lworld traVels*‘;SHe, wasythejt@m‘“er'm'yah educational programs L "Spitzer's campagn material -~ and 8%
. T undametital contribunon-to promong»; 2 ﬁrsﬂ oé‘lhe %Iﬁ‘{)p(t n’ Popesﬁ t0y gor‘"anyr "-71974 he led the first 40 adult membérs:to. by, 1 inch four-page folder — has two lay:
- l;‘ mterrehglous friendship through his per- here The;*ﬁﬁ&t opE; 2y, ‘come from . Israel for a study progra am which ncluded outs’ ,of photographs ot his appearance:

sonal apporntment of the Vaucan Se- anywhere Even ‘1fﬂhe ddesnt, (];E “éeﬁglﬁw staying up halt the night to greet Sowft- with 'Israell and American leaders going
cretariat on Catholic-Jewish relauons and  to be more concemed wath the'. masses of | Jewish emigres it the arrport He'would ~ back here to Prime Mimister Ben-Gurior

. by his 1ssuance of the Vatican guidehnes in people from couniries which- have tl"ddl- " "like to see more%post-Bar Mitzvah educa-  andyPresident Harry S Truman He 1
s K 1975 _calling for concrete acuons to 1m-  uonally not been Christian c, ‘o len with \ummer education programs in  shown as a blood donor having given-11
e prove ues’between our falthsxandﬂpeoples . But elecuon of a successor to Paul —ata Istael and points, to the growth of Judaica  gallons of blood to the Red Cross, anc
Vﬁ?rthirgtwt; ;rislt Israel!s%v %M ;;x S A@ysgegrel canclave anr 19 to 18 days —sTonly™ *-coursevin colleges and universities to show  scrubbing pots at the Children’s:Or

%5 -w‘:*«”” o weparl of the story”ﬂ*l’rmn t() actua]lvavoungﬂ"* thewtrend tO’SUCh program interest thopedic Hospital 1n Seattle where he

" ‘}; *A staunch consenatwe fon“"*xhe"*quesuon ‘116 (,ardmgls who wnll gatherun“Rome w:ﬂm‘k‘g % ,-lgdgr 18 ho no:ary vice premde ntof the  worked on a Christmas holiday-to relieve :
o Slibeaci he.; ho wa&mvermeless, j‘ he‘lp delermme Lhef:courseaof Ghurehvpol,,‘w, ZOA and has served on' its, dd mi mstrative non-few from work

~ iﬁ iy S
became the first occupant s = ibe naﬁ vxtalftssuesu’by éadmgﬁi?w bﬂafd, aind glso 4 2 member ‘()_)f the Actions I started with the Bnai Brith Youth anc
N HEOEE s LC mmmeemf World Zionist Orgamzation
St Peter to journey to the modérn siate of “And the fear.” ns one observer s h - . z 1 know that the Bnat Brith can be a mos
:"“"jfé“{“g’ lsrael Vlsmng thé Church of the Natvity n that these rmcll les. 1 pu 1, t e Zionist™ ontn Col SICH R s Lo g i uve ()Z)l for Je\ush survival; Spllzel
i e,&\iN‘.uaréth nd the Church.of the Last Sup- p p or guidehnes, could torney and a businessman, was chalrman of Yes el

e e lay. the, groundwork
teiperton: v_[ s?élé‘mms »MOQm&&POhV“ «A\\%”&Church sgtradm‘;g;l for an end to the

the UJA 1n the Bronx and oo former can promo[e educauon and also the variou
Though hé (did bt “change ithe: “Vatcan's. %Western idéas and

trad al ‘conger:;: Cu[;?l:leotrllm il Lr‘\thal ;:manBOf the Board of Directors of the iﬂizgrl:salr: zl‘uech‘ll?)na; mah has member
-, tradiion rlon-rec Ty R = -the sig- ity Board of Ed r 40 ot them — ¢ flu-
:“"% Israel, he did mieet ﬁo!flflizrl;ﬁi :vl:fhsft::;;f- ‘mificince of the:Holocaus for mstance””  and Adult Center o vou o opur own communiuies and CZT‘;":":‘
ﬁesndent Zalman Shazar at _]erusalem s New Pl'Oblems dim old ones Novick, in 2"5 talks has been stressing Lhe ﬂcl,z rtz:cdbg]se[f:l'l ofulsraq”and f(m‘peace ln
andlebaum Gate€, which dhivided what W . o pubhc affairs'asp df e TOAT L6 . i :
\ »= i 5 L g 2Tk ) SP“-" th He points f~§
[ - were themthe_]urdm ﬂd“jemsh seétﬂrs%m,su evag: %:%ﬁ'gﬁﬁ*?mww%ﬁ g theéfa&»that the ZOA 15 here to mtzrpret [lcslg:f:r nS:Z; s[hxenB[naldBntEhbShOUIaMa"'
sE_ 4 & Cliy o 5 g \1,,*;‘:3‘):"# »{‘M 1\ 9}}“ i ;‘\“ L the.}e‘jents ]n lsrael a d h stea [e] e[ng over:
I %&. o Yoot AJ? i " (‘h s . R 5 nat ECOUnt -$ pOSt-
N ms“ﬁk s%elzwsn — -and Jenusé’iémk%g is ?u **; e*“ ressmﬂi';l::is ;’;?:::l;ﬁ;eet}? slnhov&:?for ““& ~t|onfto 1ts” me*mbe?s and the Ame n?;n ;ub- Kz:;e:u;?:) 2: att}:emn P”deh,q cnr;ltagmus, 1t
L to- sem‘a»\ apparemlv for e plostve prob Tén general’ He said th ZOA racung others who will join
- B attern s ems of ‘the develo ing hdt f- € was educat-  wath us as work )
+ ", much & w;lhegpbpé’ ”lmer' _dealgs with- "' Asi ping fduons of Africa, “ing about 1,000 stud workers and leaders
Iy - slaf and Laun America®, Even ‘m " udents 17 1ts Kfar Silver Spitzer s platfi !
R ST o 1l ‘th - agncultural courses th e
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o Pa 5al- T gt “ "o ~ stion,“and improved com
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_actions to improve ties between our

/

‘ STATEMENT BY RICHARD MAASS, PRESIDENT OFTPHT?AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

ON THE DEATH OF POPE PAUL VI
The Ameridan Jewish Committee. is saddened to learn of the

death of Pope Paul VI and expresses its heartfelt condolences

to the Catholic Church and to"hilliene of our'Catholic.neigbbors

in Americé and'througbout the world,

—

It was during Pope Paul's reign that ma jor({ stridesﬁ

‘ b&ekggkace in advanc1ng understandlng and mutual'respect betwean

Catholics. and Jews, Pope Paul made, a fuddamental contribution

:to promoting interreligious friendehip through his personal

app01ntment of the Vatican Secretarlat on Catholic-Jewish Relations

xm&x and by his igsuance of tize Vatlcan Guidelnes cdllng for concrete

A

t faiths and - peoples.

—

~ Pope Paul w111 also. be remembered for hls ardent advocacy
of tthe caus%g of world peace, social justice, and human rights
& ' '
to which the Jewish community is eqwéég? dedicated,

- We pray that he will be assured the eternal peace he so rlchly

_deserveﬁ.



August 8, 1978

His Eminence Jean Cardinal Villot
Secretary of State
Vatican City, Italy

A Dear Cardinal Villot:

The world was saddened to learn of the passing of
Pope Paul VI and we, of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultation, join with

"millions of others in expressing our profound sorrow.

The Jewish people shall remember Pope Paul VI with
gratitude for having begun the important process of

implementing a new- and hopeful era in Catholic/Jewish

relations. The establishment of the Vatican Commission
for this work is an important contribution toward making

~ real ‘the articulation of the Vatican II Council. The

publlcatlon of the Guidelines, in 1975, was a significant

moment. These are the things that we shall remember and
cherish.

With saddness for his passing and gratitude for his
life do we, the International Jewish Committee on
InterreligioUs Consultation, join in your bereavement.
It is our prayer that hlS memory will -endure as a
beautlful blessing.

-Most respectfully yours,

_'Ronald B. Sobel, Chairman
" International Jew1sh Committee
- on Interrellglous Consultation

cc: His- Emlnence Johannes Cardinal Willebrands

The Most Reverend Bishop Ramon Torrella
Mon51gnor -Charles Moeller
Reverend Jorge Mejia



As President of the }nited States, I know that I express the sentiments
’ our fellow citizens,
of mi11idns of Ameridans in extending to/the Jewish peoplé of our nation, our
deepest respects and heartfelt greetings on the eve of the Jewish Holy Days.

Bosh Hashonah and Yom K;Lppur are a supreme moment of moral and spiritual stock~taking

_.of the meaning of one's persomal life zmix as well as of the qual:.ty of life of
society and mankind as a whole, There are few more moving end ennobling utterances
of the human spirit than that foumd in the Hewjf.lsh ‘ Higa Ifol_id‘ay prayers ,muxk "May

| they all (the vhole of mankind) form one compansonship to .d,o Tby Will with a

? single heart." ’ A N

| That yearning for the solidarity of mankind,which the .Je;vish peopie as

- | the custodlans of the Bible, have bequeathed to our hetion and to kumanity, has

| seldom heen more compelling than it is today. Our hétien and the human family .
have paid too great a price in human lives as a result of religlous » raclal, and
.ethnie prejudice and hostility. America, thank God, has ‘been relatively free of

and racial .
religious/wars that dominated other cont:.nents. The theme of himan sol:.darity,

_ based on profound respect for them r::.ght of every group to be isteX®] truie to its
own heritage and culture sy XX has been transltated into unique reality in the
religious pluralism and mutual Wﬁcarmg which are distinctlve features of
Amerlcan democracy. .

« In a world that continues to be threatened by group antafigonisms ami
ideologmal fanatlc:_sms P this m 390=year—old American experiende in unity in the

st of Giverolty 1oy Yo MOLL 0, O 9008 oL SRRt S
mmsmmarmmb%maa zegdcmsmxeaﬁ&lsemr& Has VU EEs orrer

rancient Jewish prayer and yearming,

0. 800900 050.0.00, Q..." 4.0 .8.¢

they will be joined by mllions of other Américans and people of good #ill

throughont +he warld rha  Iadwend khawde ol dle Luad. T_oov ov 3



Fori'}Bert Shanes
Hew York Sumisy Hews
Auge. ?_5 1978 »
FOPE PAUL VI AND THE JEWS
by MHere H., Tanenbaum

(Rabbi Tanenbaum, national inwmligieus affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee and a pionemring leader in Jowish~Christissd velatioms, .
was the only Rebbi at Vaticean Couneil I over which Pope John XXIII art Pope
Paul VI presided.)

I had the privilege of meeting Popé Paul VI on threec separate oeccasions in
Vatiean City and in ﬁe‘ﬁ York. The overriding impression that I carry with me
of the late Pajae is that of & complex, dedicated, highly intellsctual person
who, at the same tims, was a deeply spiritual man, who woB warmer than first
appearances indicated, and vho gemuinely éared for lmman baings.

Pope Paul entered the diplomatic service of the Vatican Secreﬁa‘:;iat of
State in 1925, five years after his ordination, He spent most of his ‘adult 1ife
in Vatican City. He had, therefore, little opportundty to get to know Jevish
peopls} their religion and culture (or, for that matter, any of the other major
religious commmities.) Vatican Council II, which flung open the wirdows of the
Catholic Church to the world cutside Italy, became in effect an éxt.raoi*dimry
"on the job" treining for Pope Paul to experience first-hand that‘.,éutside world,
ineluding the world of the Jewish people and Israel, ‘ |

During Yorld War 1I, as Monsigror Giovanni Batista, the first group of

Jews he met were refugees fran Nagi-daminated Central Em-&:é; So he lmew Jews
meinly s victims in exile, That would tend to confirm some of the ancient im.gés
in certain traditions of Clristian teaching of "the wandering Jews" who suffered
exile as punishmert for not beeoming Christians. But Pope Paul's exposure to
the pitiml pligkgb of thousands of Jewish refugees from Nazism and faseism also
unéoubted}y heighteneé his awarensss of the catastrophic ‘effeéts of war, as well

L
Lol

s
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as the demonic consequences of anti~Semitism,
" From the time of his election aw the 262nd Supreme Pontiff &m Jume 21, 1963,

until his death on Aug, 6, 1978, Pope Paul clearly went thbtough an evolution in
his attitudes toward Jewsj Judalam, and the State of Israel, Some of his early
prouncements inevitably reflected his limited contact with Jews and Judaism. Thus,
in lais’ first encyclical issuedxitoxhx during August 1964, Pope Paul invited Jews,
Muslime, and followers of "the Afro-Asiatic religions" to join with the Catholie
Church in "defending common ideals of religlous liberty, human brotherhood, good
culture, social welfare and civil order."

But, in the same breath, he declared, "loyalty requests us to declare
openly our.conviction that there is ohly one true religion--that of Christianity.It is
our hope that allwmik who seek God and adore Him may come to acknowledge its truth."

Needless{ to say, Muslims and Fastern religions were no happier with that attifude
than were Jews who do Xidmicdimicx not believe that their religion is inadequate

or unfulfilled.

sHowewer,
It is a genuine tribute, mm to Pope Paul/that his native intellectual

integrity and his gemuine, if Bautious » openness to new ideas and experiences led

him increasingly to modify his traditionalist views as he gained new insights., Some
of his "new insighﬁs" began to emerge from his g‘roﬁ:‘mg number of audiences with
various Jewish leaders, Thus, the Pope met with such Jewisxi;ld gl'%%zpy a3 the United
Jewish Appeal on Oct. 1k, 1963; the Jewish War Veterans on Hay 22, 196L; the‘
Axﬁerican Jewish Committee on Jume 1, 1964; with & 4O national Jewish leaders (and
with Protestants and G;tholics) during his visit to theUnited Nations onm Oct. L, 1965;
with Prine Mirtoros oiar e e Shohs, ESTURER JeVASh E0psasion, vassbat, 2065,
finally w.ﬁ:h the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Conaultations

on Jan. 10, 1975, at a reception in Rome,

His changing attitudes were perhaps most clearly expressed duinpg

~ one of his first audiences, that with the American Jewish Committeef in dmk l%h,

"and w:.th his last, with the Itrbernational Jewish Bommittea in 1976, Rafanmive ta &ha
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trauma of the Nagli holocaust, Pope Paul told the AJC delegation that he. "strongly
deplores the horrible ordeals, the many trials gnd sufferings, of which the Jews
have bhen the vietims in redent years,"

Anticipating the Vatican Declaration adopted fin October 28, 1965, which
contdemned anti-Semiitism and repudiated the false charge of eollective Jewish
guilt for the death of Christ, Pope Pope then declared that he "does nol believe
Jewd should be held respomsible for the death of Jesus!..mmmx and the Jewish
people should "never urdergo any dimimution in your hwgjan rights."

Pinally, he spoke of his appreciation of Judaism in these words: "Our )
particular consideration for the Jewish religious tradition with which Christianity
is so intiﬁately linked, and from which it dervies hopem for trusting relations
and for a happy future." The Pope concluded the audience with a blessingvto the
Jewiéh leaders, sajing,"We wish you every favor grom CGod wham we invoke with all
our heards on your behalf amd that of all those who are near and dear tovycﬁ;"

' Te underscore the significance of his declaration; Papal authorities had the
Pope's full text reprinﬁed on the front page of the official Vatidan newspaper,

1.'0gservatore Romano.

, on Jewish=Chrigtian relations ‘
In his last addréssf Repe Paul spoke even more farthrightly of "the

connections between Jewish thfoughtand Christian thought," noting that in the
past "there has been real and profound mutual esteem (between Chri;tian and Jewish
sgholars) amd a‘conviction that we had something to learn from 653 another M
Significantly, he reminded the Christien and Jewish ledde rs p§esent that—hgg

had called on "all the faithful of the Catholic €hurch to pay heed in ordér' |

(in the wards of the Vetican Guidelines of 1975) 't learn by what essential

traits the Jews define themselves in the light of their own religious experience."

Againk with & speciel warmth, Pope Paul expressed to the Jewish leaders .

fand for your femilies; but widely still for the entire Jewish people our best

wishes of happiness and peace."



b <
The most dramatic expression of his growing :lnterest ahd appreciation of
Judeism as a sowrce of religious insight and énspiration became manifest in his
study of several books on the Philosophy of Judaism by the late Rabbi Hewchel, with
whom ke developed a personal friendship. From the balcony of St, Peters Basiliea, in
1969, Pope Paul quited from the texts of Rabbi Heschel's book and spoke of the
spiritual treasures of Judaism which he commended to ﬁhe attention of the Cathéliéi
faithful before him. To my knowledge, that was the:?i”'i;r"st time in 1,900 years that .

a reigning Pope cited a Rabbi and texts of Judaism as a spiritual resource.

Similar]y, with regard to Israel and Jerusalem. In Jan, 1964, the "p:.l@im o
Pope" made a journey to the Holy land, While many were troubled by his diplomatlc o
reticence in eeferring to Israel by name, km the Pope's exchanges with President
8alman Shagar were warm and mutually respectful, and left Israeli authorities. -
feeling extremely positive by his visit, His authorization of Eugene Cardinal
Tisserant to visit the Memorisl Roam of the Holocaust on Mt. Zion and to lijght_.
cardles in memboy of the Jewish victims of the Razis during World War II m (_ *
led a particiilarly foreeful impresion on the Jewish people. o 3‘ ’ i

0f profourd impordgnce was the fact that aftef the Pope Pau;l v131ted
Christ:x.an shrines in Jerusalem and saw first hand how well they had been cared for
by the Israeli fovernment, he abandoned the Vatlcan's earlier policy ca.llmg for
the internationalization of city of Jerusalem, In his audience Wlth Golda Heir in
Jan. 1973; - a most ¢éordisl audience despite newspapeer reports to thecontrary -
he repeaaed his gratitude for Israel's safeguarding of Christianity 8 holiest shr:mes.
¥While Pope Joim XXIII deserves the eredit for begirming ‘ohe processl :

of changing the Catholic Church's negative attitudes toward Jews and Judaism § to P

Paul VI belonga the merit of personally creating the Va.tlcan Secretgriat for _
Cathollc-Jewish Relations which is the first jma 1nstrument, in the Caitholic Church's »
history charged with specific responsibllity for translating ideas into realities -

. in revising textbooks, liturmy. sermons. and nromotine Andnd onxdal nass _u"



-5

If you were to ask me what qualities many Jews would like to see in the
next Pope, I think it wonld inwolve the best qualities of both Pope Johh and Pope

et K o D

Pope Paul, Pope John, the charimatic prophet e proclaims fresh new visions of
mitusl respect. Pbpe f’aul, who trandlates those visions into practical programs, not
. only for Jews, fmx but for the peace and unity of the whole human family,

B s ikainc. e TR e G R




August 6, 1978 -
"POPE PAUL VI"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

* % Kk Kk k * k *k k k %k k&

The last time I saw Pope Paul VI was in Vatican City 1n 1975. The Pope
was pale, and tired from his arthritic condition, yet he had a genuine spiritual
radiance in his face, a warmth, which left a deep impression. The occasion of
our meeting was to discuss the present state of Catholic-Jdewish relations in the
United States and in other parts of the world. It was Pope John XXIII who
actually made the breakthrough in improving understanding between Catholics and
Jews through his calling Vatican Council II into being. In October 1965, the
Vatican Council adopted almost unanimously a declaration which repudiated anti-
Semitism, and called for fraternal dialogue and mutual respect between the Catho-
lic Church and the Jewish people. It fell to Pope Paul who officially promul-
gated that historic declaration, to implement its principles. He personally pro-
ceeded to appoint a special Vatican Commission on Catholic-Jdewish Relations one
of whose lasting ach1eyements 1s a set of far-reaching guidelines for revising
textbooks, liturgy, and promoting joint social justice. While much less publi-
cized, there also took place during his reign extensive interchange between
scholars in Israel and in Vatican City. Above all, Pope Paul dedicated his
Papacy to world peace and human rights - causes that were equally cherished by
the Jewish people everywhere. We extend heartfelt condolences to millions .of
our Catholic neighbors.in America and throughout the world over the loss of their

revered spiritual leader, Pope Paul VI.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the American
Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.

RPR





