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CARDINA L O'CONNOR AND MIDDLE EAST P EACE
by RMHT

John Cardinal O Connor, A rchbishop of New York, just
4

X

raetxruned from a# three-day visit to Lebann?. In Beirut,
RbmeT—and—New—¥oE§_7—Gardlnai——o'Cbnﬁor madgd Aumber of

~
provocative statements that lefit ma_ny people, -espeegpdlly——

those of us who know hlm)aaé—iike—hImT'deeply peppelexed.

Mire than any of his bPredecessors in this DPrestigious
ﬁ051t10n,_Candlnal_OlConnoP—has—publiciy—demonstratﬁd“n;s

"NL\_‘““W

fmendship for aihe Jewish people and foré Israel. He_was_éghe___

first Carddinal to take part actlvefﬂy in a series of actions
S
AN-—suppors—of—k—of—the human righis of Soviet Jewry. Enttibﬁﬁ/(

1ast7week, he has § lso sought_to_be fairminded—in-his

48

views toward Israel, seeang the Jewish state as s necessa ry

response to the xx horrors inflicted on Jews by the Nagi
ho caus$~and—$he—wo(Qid*s—ind;fference.

Since his Lebanon trip, his statements have_becomss

contradictory, unreal, and baffling. While he repeatedly

z

spoke—of~his~support of lsrael, his conception of Israe}ig_

role in tahe Middle Edst in-fact-scappgosts —ISRAELfor

everything khat is wraong in that afea. Isgael, the Cardinal

said, should solvédithe Palestinian refugee problem”

suggests=that—the-Arab Natinns Who napé €xXpr J-estinian

e lardinmalxsaid, GEssS8 nake peace 1n Lebanon., Not—a—werd

L ?
1abewt=Syrra—and Ithe Shiite Muslims fwho have made—Tebanon__
~

ini@“kllllngs—flelﬂ§4=flna%1yT—%he—eaigﬁznar&=aﬁfafh' rael—~

S—

skewEd help guarantee the security of Arab Christians_throughout—

the A rab WQEEELI

——— mhe~Jewrsh—communitay needs to know that the Cardinal's
tri" p was orehes t atagd_by_xhe_cathoi&c—NearfEastd—Weifare*‘

Co mmittae which x= fdor decades has beean a pne-didedl y

Pro=Arab, P ro-PLO gxmup supportd group. I have asked the

CArdlnai_fop—an—app30ointment*1n70rdéér§"%o persudade him
how badl y he has been braansshed_byd_pro;arab—ppopagaans¢s%s———~

in his church/
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' ON CARDINAL O'CONNOR'S VISIT PO TEE MIDDIE EAST

‘This brief review of the ®ress coverage of C&rdinal'O'Cpnﬁ§r's
statements regarding his perceived role km as an aetive peaee-maker
between Israel and her Arab neighbors éosuments that nothing thaé
the December 22 story in the Hew Yﬁrk Ti@@é interview with Rabbi”%ﬁ
Mare M, Tenenbaum was not said publiely before both by Zarx the Ca;dgﬁal
and Magor Koeh.

Tanenkaum: "Me (the Cardinal) sald that he would...try to make some basie

eontribution to improving relationshi@s;bith Israel and'its Apab
neighbors."

CardinélAO'Connor;_" John Cardinal O'Conhariretupnedvyesterday fron
a seven-day trie to Lebanon andRome saying he would gladly go to Israsl

2f that would help bring veace to t he Middle Rast....

"The Cardinal said he hopes to lobby vigopomaly for t he Palestinian
homeless and othess suffering in Lebkanon. -

"I will be sresumptuous enough to make eontaect with the White Mouse
and the U¥ to plead for an intensification of econecern,

"Tam going to attacmet to contaect the very large number of representatives
of the Lekanese people in the U.S3. to try to bring them together in

some fashion...perhaws in a eonferenece in ¥Wew York to diseus-what t hey
might do for the Leeanese people," '

"OtConnor sald the ma jor disapeointments of his visit were his failure
to make direet eontadt with t he Ameriean hostages, his inabilitity to
urEkxx visit leaders of t he Shiite and Druse Moslem factions 2nd the
lack of ressonse to his feelers seekinﬁ'to visit Syrian president
Hafez Assad on behalf of the hostages."

(WEW YORK POST, June 21, 1986)
"CARDIWAL SEEKS LEB PARLEY" ’

"Cardimal O'Connor said yesterday he would move to organize a econference
to bring Christians, Mosddwms, and Jews togebher here to diseuss ways
to resolve the strife in war-torn Lebanon.

"O'Connor said he 'attemet to contact a;labge number of Lebanese wmeople
here in the TInited States...to disnmss what they ean do for the
Lebanese, And my Jewish friends can wmake a signifieant contribution."

(¥.Y. DAILY WEWS, June 21, 1986).
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Cardinal O'Connor -2 =

"O'CONYOR ENDS TRIP TO IE BA¥OH"

"Ye sald at t he news conference that he was 'eresared to go anywhere
in the world to see anigone who might want to talk to me about weace
and justiee in Lekanon amd elswwhere,"

(KEW YORK TIMES, June 18 , 1986)

MAM&x
OH VATICAH-ISRARL DIPLOMATIC RELAPIONS

"Jewish leaders such as Rabbi Tanenbaum believe that the Vatiean has
pegun to realize that its refusal to recognize Israel has not propeeted
the seecurity of Christ ans and so would eonsider some move toward
uegraded dielomatic status,"

(NEW YORK TIMES, Dec. 22, 1986)

"O'Connor wmade the prososal (for a conferenee on Lebenon) at a wide-
ranging wress eonference during whiech he defended previously stated
views on a Palestinian homeland and discussed xkz a possikility that
Lsrsel could receive divlomstic xzimkkwx recognition from the Vatican.

"0'Connor who met with Pose John Paul in Vatican City, =sad he relt the
¥oly See 'might conedéivabley advance the possikility of formal dielomsatie
recognition of Tsrael if it 'assists substantially! in the following
areas:

"Resolving the Palestinian howmeland question;

"festorine eeace in Lekaaon.

"Trying to indirate in sowe way that Christians should Be wmrotected
in the Middle REast,"

(FEW YORK DAILY NEWS, June 21, 1986 )

"He also conditioned his supsort for formal diplomatie recognition
of Israel by the Vatican on a solution to the Palestinian =roblem
and safety guarantews for Christians living in the Middle East."

(WEW YORK TIMES, June 20, 1986)

MAYOR KCCH

Reporting on his "srivate, off-the-record" meeting wikk on July 17 with
Cardinal O'Connor snd Israeli Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, Mayor

Roeh said that the Cardinal's'"statement may in faect be an eff ort to
resolve one of the major stieking points in Catholie-Jewish relations -
the resistance of the Vatican to reeognize Israel dielomatically,

"I Believe it is his desire to do what he can in s responsibkle way
to effectuate that dislomatiec formal reeognition as soon as »ossibkble,"
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DRAFT ‘- RESOIBBSE P MAYOR KOCH

I cateforieally reject his statament(whieh is simgly ﬁnﬁﬁﬁé?l'~;?'.
and has no hadks in fast, | - o | :

Besides, Major Koeh has little ecredibility in @ritieiiing'anyone élée
over talking with the press about erivate meetings with Caréiﬁaliofccﬁnobg
fn Aug. 12, Mayor Koeh gave the wew York Times =m a detailed removt yb_ »
'~ on his srivate, off the reecord breskfast meeting on July 17 with Cavdlnal
OtConnor and Israeli Ambassador Ranjamin Hetanhahu-over the identiaal:
subjeest and he said Eraetleally fh@ same thlngs that I was quoteé

as saylngl in the TPimes Dee. 22 stsry.

] ﬁug. 12th 1nterview Mayor Koeh said 1n re@orting on-

’hisgar,vaéé?meeting with Caréinal 0 Pennor, that the Car&inal's
' stateﬁent may ln fact be an effort to r@solve one of the major S
  fst1ekinp EOlntS in Catholle Jewish relations-- the resistance of
“”fltbe Vatlcan to be@ognlze quael dlmlomatieally.~' |
: "I believe it is his deslrs to do what he can in a respon31ble
.way to effeetuate that dlglomatia formal pe@ognitlon as soon 88 possible ,
Mr. Koeh said," '
In thé'De@. 22'Time$ inééﬁ&iewwﬁichQe; I'said'pf@etiealiy
the saﬁe’thing that the Mayjor is qudoted as saying;'néﬁély:
| | '"Aeeovding to R;bbi Tanenkmunm, the'Caréina} told h{m before aﬁd.-
léﬁténﬂtbe Cardinal's tris to Lekanon ®£ in Juhé of his deép ihﬁebést
in hei@inm to bring about a Middle East pesce. .;.He beileves'ghaxxhﬂ 
he's martiaulaply well situated to t ry to‘mlay that rolg,hmEmx kecaue
he regards hikself as a genuine and trusted fri@né of the Jawish meoale.;jf
I eannot understand nelgher the logisa nor the moral de@eney
that suggests that if Mayor Koeh %ays BnMKKhxmg that Cardlnal O'Gonnor
:'is a fréénd of - the Jawish »eowle that's an ast of statemenshxs"” -
_but;;f;ﬁabbl‘ign@nbau@ says:the:;denpﬁﬁgljth;ng it's a teppxblyféistak§;1 ,
: . T e I SE T e
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‘nal O’Connor of New York today used

-mony in Israel to apologize to the coun:

.-have been perceived as intended by

By JOSEPH BERGER
" Special o The New York Times

JERUSALEM, Jan. 1 — John Cardi-
the occasion -of his first public cere-

‘try’s people and Government for can-
‘celing meetings he had scheduled:with
‘leading Israelis. o
“It is fitting and it behooves me to
“say that 1 deeply regret and certainly
"apologize for any offenses that might'

‘those who govern Israel;”” he declared,
at a New Year’s Day mass in St. Sa-
.viour’s Church, in the Old City of Jeru-
salem, " ;

The Cardinal, in remarks from the
altar that he later said had not been

_planned, took the blame for hastily -

'scheduling then. -rescinding -appoint-
;ments with-?rqsident Chaim Herzog
:and Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. -
' No- Il Will, He Says

He said he had not realized that Vati-
‘can protocols forbade meétings in
“Jerusalem with top-ranking Israeli
_iThe Vatican does not recognize Israeli.
“control over the city, the eastern part
of which was captured from. Jordan

‘raeli war.

+. ] failed to be sufficiently thorough

‘in my preparations,”’ he said. ‘I failed -
“to familiarize myself with the protocols
normally surrounding ; a visit by -a :
‘member of the College of Cardinals.|’

}Because of that error on my part, un-
fortunately, it is quite understandable
‘that the people of lsrael and.those in
‘the Government might well have con-
-strued some deliberately intended .of-
-fense.” : e

The Cardinal also asserted that the|"

_error had been made without any:. ill
will, that the Vatican 100 “pears no. ill

onnor, in Jerusalem,

iand annexed during the 1967. Arab-Is- |

John Cardinal O’Connor meeting’witl) Jerusalem’s maybrl Tedd;} Kollek.

Apologlzes to Isréeli§

Reuters

will”” toward Israel and that he hoped
-to find an opportunity to make “what-
cever compensation can appropfiately
.@n‘a‘ [N e

THAPPY $1987 A $Q. YD CELEBRATE AT}
. Kinstein Moumjy.-—ADVT.

) 'I’he_ "Cardinal’s dramatic épology,
which he delivered at theend of a mass

stressing Pope John Paul II's World

Day ‘of Peace message, came after
more than a week of bruised feelings
here over the planning of the trip:

Both Mr. Shamir and Mr. Herzog had
said they would refuse to meet the Car-
dinal anywhere but in their offices in
Jerusalem. Shimon Peres, the Foreign
Minister, who extended the original in-
vitation to the Cardinal to visit Israel,
has also been reluctant to meet with
him outside his Jerusalem office and

.gracious and both took the occasion to

no meeting has been scheduled.

But the Cardinal did meet today with
Jerusalem’s Mayor, Teddy Kollek, at
the Mayor's municipal offices. Thé two
described their meeting as warm and

place a cheerful phone: call to, Mayor
Koch i New York —— =
Mr. Kollek said that at their.45-
minute meeting he had tried to explain
fo the Cardinal that Jerusalem had
been a Jewish capital since biblical
days, that the Israeli Government had
protected Christian and Moslem holy
sites since it took over the whole of the

Cominued on Page A6, Column 4



O Connor on Palestlman Terror

ROME, June 19 — John Cardinal Q-
Connor, the Archbishop of New York,
said todayjthat the plight of the Pales-
tinian people, if leffunresalved, “hasito
spawn l{erronsm

aTHiews conferénce after a meetmg
with Pope John Paul 11, Cardinal.O’-

Connor sought to make clear that his
support for ‘‘a Palestinian ‘homeland”’

his__stupport_ Tor Tormal  diplomatic
‘recognition of Israel "By the"Vaticaii on

a_solution -to the Palestinian problem
and safety_ guaran iFistians

fhvmﬁ in the Middle East. .
Asked about his comments on_a
Palestinian homeland in an interview

on Wednesday, Cardinal O’Connor said
‘ every new generatlon of Palestinians

Specidl to The New York Times

iwould think would have to spawn a
: great deal of bitterness and hatred.”

did not in any Way imply a criticism of |,
{ srae? Or- a?{fgca! groposa! Tt re
Bui he€ used strong language to press:

| his case for a solution to the, Palesuman d
refugee problem. He also conditionied’

“is being reared in a situation ‘that. I

q s 'M.‘ 3(:

ians need some securi-
ty, some roots,” he sai the situa-

tion continues, it would seem tome that

‘it has.to, .Spawn terrorism.” |
Cardinal O°Connor’s stateménts on

the Palesuman problem had created

‘“concern’’ ' among some Jewish: lead-
R

“There is a-danger,” Rabbn Tanen-
‘baum "said in.a telephone interview

from New York, ‘“that they will be mis-

understood as an unfriendly statement
toward Israel and the Jewish people.”

- “It is important to record that Card-
nal’O’Connor is a devoted friend of the
Jewish people and is deeply committed

‘Lo the security and well-being of the

people and of the State of Israel,” he-
said. P

l




|} | BuRT the senior
,;?w v he' could ot THEET them ‘"‘ E: eSTMemarks made Sunday b
: y Cardinal O’-
eirut,3he Muslim partof the capital, a [connor about the Lebanese conflict.

"O’Connor Tries to

THE' NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, MAé 30, ,989 |

Assure Musllms

Aﬁer Cancehng West Bezrut Visit|

BEIRUT, Lebanon May 29 .— John
Cardinal O’ Cunnor of: New York tele:
‘phaned M ,gders ‘today to assure |

| them:that his mission to this war-torn

: country was for humanitarian-reasons.

“ He~"called. T al-Hoss, who

heads a "predominantly.. ~Cabi-
‘net”in. the dwndé’d Government Hu‘s-

|:sein al-Husseml the Speaker.of. Parha-

ite: spiritual lead-

eik Mohamm

‘Sunm c!enc EO explam

Tm:Government figure sal

W' The Cardir scheduled’ to cross
. jover from. Christian _East- Beirut on
| Sundaybut did: not " for; what he called

as reasons

:in‘g‘ ally;,
fia warmng to avoid West ‘Beirut ‘had
ctly from

‘__,-—-—...

it NEW Y()RK TlMl‘. o
<Tarvoonae

ily.,
Idi- -
sto
201,

Jos,

York.-

= sub-
vertis-

By IHSAN A Hl.l AZI
) Specml to The New York Times' -

» Wegt Beirut’s lead- oo
eported: today that

‘American Am- :

2.35
711
16.83\

bassador, John McCarth The Umted
mgmvm no"¥ 'commem on

‘the report.

Reports pubhshed in. the press. here
thhout attribution said there was fear
that the Cardinal would be killed ot kid-
naj s, who al-

ready hold ;9. Americans an 10 other
Westemerswﬂebanor
Objecd on to O’Connor’s Remarks

. But.Dr, Hns;and ‘Mr.. Husseini saw
no ‘threat to the Cardina came to
West Beirut. Dr: Hoss also objected to

. The: Cardinal, who arrived here on
Saturday oh:a three-day v151t sald on

Sﬁ‘aay‘that

under occupation.py o\l
TFroma 3 usiim pomt 'of view;
naj} O’Connor a dopted the stand of the
Chrxsuan s;de as  expresse Maj.
Ge

er.meetin,

S Saﬁr known to: reTeCt. Muslim
th%ﬂﬂg'sald today that the CardMal’s:
gtltude and Ambassador, McCarthy S

dvice to avoid West Beirut signaled a
shift. in favor of the Christians. by the

nal O’ Cormor met today with
Mbishops of 16 Christian. denominations.

ice of Le aEgn, a Lhristian radio sta-
tlon, said he ha asked. fﬁem Tor their
written views, ES to how the Lebanese

problem could resolved

H

i

accept
ament
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Refigious Leaders Fear
Dispute’s Effect on Ties

4
By ARI L
Y The controversy surrounding the trip
I' to 1srael by John Cardinal O'Connor is
# being viewed with deep concern by
® American religious figures who have
labored 1n the last two decades in the
field of Roman Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions. -
At the same time, they have sought
to put the O’Connor trip in perspective,
.hoting that a great stride was made in
relations between ‘Catholics and Jews
when Pope John Paul II visited a syna-
-gogue in Rome last April
The controversy arose when the Car-
dwnal, under Vatican pressure, can-
celed meetings he had arranged with
several high-ranking Israeh officials
The Vatican has indicated it objects
principally to the idea that the Cardinal
was to hold the meetings in Jerusalem,
which it does not recognize as Israel’s
capital The Vatican, like almost all
countries, does not recognize Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital
Lester Pollack, president of the Jew-
ish Community Relations Council of
New York, said, ‘“The ‘unscheduling’ of
sessions with high-level Goverment of-
ficials in Jeruslaem, after going aheal
with meetings with Jordan's King and
other officlals in Amman, signals a
critical setback in the: process of ad-
vancing understanding between. the
two faith groups ™ gL

Relationship Called Sound” ™ .

Other Catholic and Jewish leaders
echoed Mr Pollack’s statement, but
preferred to emphasize that the rela-
tionship between American Catholics

Jews was a sound one that would
survive this setback

“Our discussions can’t stop and
won't stop,” said Eugene J Fisher, ex-
ecutive secretary of the Secretariat for
Catholic Jewish Relations at the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops

The Vatican’s refusal to establish
full diplomatic relations with Israel or
to acknowledge its sovereignty over
Jersusalem has been central to the in-
terfaith talks Other issues broached!in
Catholic-Jewish exchanges have been
abortion, parochial school aid and
educational matters, such as the set
ting up of Holocaust curriculums and
joint education programs for seminar-
ians

Russell Shaw, a spokesman for the
national bishops group, which repre-
sents the 300 American prelates, said 1t
was ‘“‘sometimes difficult for non-Jews
to understand the sigmficance’’ of Is-
rael to Jews By the same token, he
said, ““there is a lack of appreciation on
the Jewish side for the essentially
benevolent policy that the Vatican 1s
trying to play” in the Middle East

Mr Fisher said the O’Connor trip un
derhned the need for more discussion
but he declined to call the incident a

¢

GOLDMAN A

d] rael ‘and President Chaim Herzog at

'

*| dinal.left for lhe}M ddle East on Satur

Catholics, said he did not expect the O'-
Connor trip to have a long term effect
on Catholic-Jewish relations. He said
the Jewish organizations were aware
that there were “elements’ in the
Catholic world that were unfriendly to
Israel “I think our good relations are
strongest on the American scene,” he
said, adding that the American bishaps
“are having their own problems with
the Vatican”

Rabbi Binyamin Walfish, the execu
tive vice president of the Rabbinical
Council of America, an Orthodox group
that engages in talks with Catholics:
social issues but not on theological
matters, said the O'Connor trip was a
lesson in the limits of Catholic-Jewish,
dialogue

“We have to be more realistic abou\ | |

The New Yark Tymes }
Morris B Abram, chairman of the
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations

onnor Apologizes to the Israelis

Continued From Page Al

city and that the city was freer for wor-
ship than it had ever been before In
1967, Mr Kollek noted, 200 Israeli sol-
diers died trying to recapture the Old
City because the army decided not to
use artillery or other weapons that|
might damage holy sites

. A Distinction Is Noted J

A reporter asked Mr Kollek why the
Cardinal would meet with him in Jeru
salem but not with other Israeli lead

ers Mayor replied, “‘Because the
15 not a political 175 an ad-
e respomteat that he did not undor-

porter e did not under-
stand:what that distinction meant, the!
ayor replied, “‘Neither do 1"
- The ﬁayor praised the Cardinal for|
righting a diplomatic gaffe ‘‘very gra-
ciously by taking the blame on him-
self * There was no immediate re-
A sponse*from other Israeli officials to

our relations with the church and real
ize that they have theological and reli-]
gious considerations that supercedef
their relationship with the Jewish com-|
munity and lsrael,” he said

Cardinal O'Connor has explained
that he canceled appointments with
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Is-

curtailment of Cardinal O'Connor’s
schedule arigmnated ih the Vatican and
not n New York,” Dr Gordis said
While some are trying to use Rabbi
Tanenbaum's comments as ‘“a pre
text,” Dr Gordis said, ‘‘the responsibil
ity for transforming what might have
been a contribution to reconciliation
and friendship mto an embdarrassment
and humiliation, lies squarely with
those in the Vatican who for their own
reasons have chosen this course" -
In another development, Dr M T

the' direction of the Vatican Several
leading Catholics and Jews said they
were baffled by the sudden change in
plans, which came just'before the Car

day; s Mehdi, secretary “gene A
e, - X ry ‘general of the Na-
-* = Rabbl’s'Remarks Noted, tional Council “on . Islamic Affairs,
One theory — given ctredefice in re-| praised the Vatican fof curtailing Car-
cent days by Mayor Koch and b dinal O’Connor’s schedule “As Amer
ticte in Th em Post — W fcan Moslems’ we' ‘are grateful that
Vatican off! re cor there is the Vatican which opposes on
a report in The New York Times-on{moral grounds the’ Israeli-accupation:
Dec, 22 that quoted Rabbi Marc Tangn-lof Jerusalem and other Palestinian

e Ca al's_plans Rabbi|lands,” he said !
Taffenbaum, the international relations! Dr Mehdi noted that several leading
director for the American Jewish Com-} Américan Jews had called on Cardnal
mittee, said Cardinal O’Connor hoped|O*Connor not to go through with his trip
to make peace in the Middle East “‘ajif he could not meet with Israeh offi
central concern of his mmstry * cials Dr Mehdi said that 1n part he

the Cardmal's apology {
TAftér a four-day trip to Jordan,
where he made several statements ex-
pressing support for the right of Pales-
tinians to self-determination, the Car-
inal entered Israel by walking across
the Allenby Bridge, a short, narrow]
span; over the muddy Jordan River
The Cardinal said he chose to enter Is-
raél bn foot as piligrims had done for
centuries : .
& Few pilgrims, however, are met byia
crowd of jostling reporters and photog-
thphers, as Cardinal O’Connor was to-

\Archbishop Carlo
tohc Delcgate W Jerusalem, welcomed
the Cardinal But Israel was respre
gented only by.two low-level Foreig

! ials and the Mimistry of
{Religious Affairs .

& Thig' was in sharp contrast to the
Cardinal’s arrival in Jordan on Sunday
| night when he was met by the Minister
iaf ‘Islamic Affairs, the Governor of
Amman and the Secretary General of
jthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs The
Cardifial also met with King Hussein
and other high-ranking Jordanian lead-|

1

Curig,) the Apos

In a statement Tuesday, Dr David|concurred We agiee with the Jewish
M Gordis, executive vice president of{groups that possibly the Cardinal
the committee, denied charges that the}should cancel his visit to Istael He wil
disclosure of the Cardinal’'s plansfthen be strengthening his moral opposi
touched off the Vatican action ‘‘The|tion to that garpison state

ers A spokesman for the Israeli For-
eign Ministry said Wednesday that Is-
rael had downgraded the Cardinals

e

gn! Joseph and Mary, he said had to flee

The Cardinal, explotting the fact that
he entered Israel on New Year's Day,
lwld reporters, ‘“Yesterday I said mn
Amman, ‘Next year in Jerusalem, so [
kept my promise "’

The Cardinal’'s motor caravan drove
from the bridge through the ancient
city of Jericho, then headed out of the
river valley up bare mountains tinged
with pink and brange and dotted with
Bedouin tents and the mud hovels of
Palestinians Just outside Jerusalem,
but still in the occupied West Bank, the
motorcade passed Maale Adumim, a
town first settled after the 1967 war by
Israelis who believe the West Bank is|
part of Israel’s larger biblical legacy
The town, with:its modernistic housing,
has now become a growing suburb of
Jerusalem

The motorcade went directly to St
Saviour’s Church, where the Cardinal
donned white vestments and a miter
and celebrated a Latin mass at the in

vitation of James Belgrettig the Pajri
arch of the Latin Rite churchesTn Is-
raei. ~Jordun and CypFus ——————

The Cardinal’s homily was based on
the Pope’s World Day of Peace mes-
sage, but, in veiled fashion, he sounded
themes that he had'struck while in Jor-
dan that called attention to the plight of
the Palestinlans The Cardinal empha-
sized the Pope's words that the “‘soli-
darity of the human family” implies
that all human beings are ‘‘equal in
dignity” and “endowed with funda-
mental and inalienable human rights **

He spoke of the homelessness of Jo-
seph and Mary 1n the Gospel, a theme
that echoed his repeated references to
the homelessness of the Palestinians

into a hostile environment, but were
"ﬂl:jally able to return to their home-
land

The Cardmnal also read a long ex
cerpt from Elie Wiesel's ' Night”
which Mr Wiesel wrote how as a boy
he had watched his father die of hunger
and illness 1n a concentration camp
When his father at the end asked him
for water, the young boy n ‘ Night””
was afraid to risk blows from the camp
police and did not bring the water The
‘Cardinal said Mr Wiesel was haunted

visit to a private rather than an official
event- |

mons and dedicated his life thereafter
to strengthening human dignity

The Cardinal said he wondered if the
world responded to the Pope’s sum-
monses when he spoke of peace with
Justice or asked for an end to weapons
stockpiles

The Cardinal called on “those who
practice violence and terrorism” to
“turn away from violence even if the
goals thereof are just" ‘“The way of
violence cannot obtain justice,’” he
said

He ended the homily with a para
phrasing of a Jewish blessing, "May
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,”
he said, ‘‘shine his face on all of us, turn
his countenance to each of us, and
grant us peace

The Cardinal later explained that
when he saw the numbers of reporters ,
gathered at the church, he decided
“impromptu” to make an apology “‘to

1l peoples of Israel and its Govern-
Vnem." He said he had intended some .

statement because he recognized ‘‘how
{ieeply wounded feelings were

‘Out of a Fellini Movie’

“After lunch the Cardinal took part in
a procession to the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, the site where Christians
believe Jesus was crucified and en-
tombed before the Resurrection

The procession of colorfully clad.
clergy was led by drummers from a
Roman Catholic corps of Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts and by men wearmg *
fezzes and carrying sheathed swords
at their side The procession wound
through narrow stone paved streets
lined with shops selling souventrs, jew-
elry, brass and wood and crowded with
tourists and merchants in Arab head-
dress Policemen and rifle-bearing Is-
raeli troops tried to restrain the dozens
of photographers and television crew
members pushing for a better ghmpse .
of the Cardinal.

Astomished by the mixture of sacred-
ness, pomp and chaos, the Cardinal’s
secretary, Msgr James McCarthy,
said later, “It was a scene out of a
Fellim movie ™’

What's Sunday without The Times?

by his failure to heed his father’s sum

—

1 setback ‘‘It certainly 1s not a step for
VT e he added
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 2, 1986.

to Marc Tanenbaum./George Gruen
from M. Bernard Resnikoff

subject prole of Christian Churches in Jerusalem

The Israel Office tries to maintain contact with

a larce number of symposia and assorted conferences
that ‘-take place in Jerusalem. With the government,
Jewish Agency and Hebrew University all in the city,

it is virtually impossible to monitor

Still, when the announcement was made
symposium about a week ago at the Van
on 'The Role of Christian Churches in
in which very prominent academics and

all of them.

of a major
Leer. Institute
Jerusalem',
officials

were involved, I decided to cover it and to make
our own individual summary of what took place.

That summary 1is attached

Please share the text with those receiving copies

of the memorandum.

MBR/ml
c.c. James Rudin
David Gordis




THE ROLE OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM

A SUMMARY OF A DISCUSSION WHICH TOOK PLACEJON DECEMBER 23,1985
AT THE VAN LEER INSTITUTE IN JERUSALEM.

GUEST SPEAKER: Professor Frans A. M. Alting Von Geusau, Director,
Kennedy Institute, Tilberg University, Holland.

MODERATOR: Professor Zvl Werblovsky.

PARTICIPANTS: FATHER MARCEL DUBOIS, PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY,
HEBREW UNIVERSITY; PROFESSOR SHLOMO AVINERI, HEBREW UNIVERSITY;
DR. GEOFFREY WIGODER; ABBOT NICHOLAS ENGLANDER OF THE DOMINICAN
CHURCH; YAEL VERED, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; MR.ELKANA,
DIRECTOR, VAN LEER INSTITUTE; RABBI KAPLAN; NAOMI TEASDALE

and others.

OPENING REMARKS BY PROF. WERBLOVSKY:

pProf. Werblovsky raises the question whether the churches have
a role to play an the delicate situation in Jerusalem. There
are many churches that struggle for theair rights 1n view of

the status quo that was recognized by all the churches in the
world. The churches are part of the scene and they have definite
religious and political interests. Therefore, they cannot be
viewed as a mediator or a concilliator.

PROF. VON GEUSAU:

He 1s very impressed with what was done 1in Jerusalem since 1ts
unification in 1967. It was developed into a city where one
can live and not only visit.

Historically, the Christians have had a long presence 1n Jerusalem
guarding the holy sites. Today, the Christian populataion of
Jerusalem 1s 1in decline and 1t looks like this trend will
continue. The Christian presence 1n Jerusalem 1s a source of
inspiration for the world-wide Christian comminity. However,

the Chraistian community 1n Jerusalem 1s very divided and fragment-
ed. The most important task of the Municipalaity 1s to preserve
the autonomy of the Christian churches as well as tolerance
towards the churches by the general community.

Since the 4th century c.E. the Chrastian churches established
themselves E —=of—the—holy places. This was their
main focus ‘and the Chrastian communities remained small. Since
Hironaimus, the Chraistians have paid more attention to Jerusalem.
Since the ecumenical spirait of 1964, more Chrastians have

come to Jerusalem 1in order to conduct a dialogue with the Jews.
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The fragmented presence of the Christian church in Jerusalem
1s a result of a long history of relations between the churches
and the various rulers of Jerusalem. Today, all churches maintain

— the status quo as well as the secular authorities. This 1s

essential for maintaining peace in the city but it runs against
thé missionary tendencies of the churches. The question 1is:
how does one overcome this problem?

The tendency today 1s to maintain the status quo rather than to
— improve the Christian presence in Jerusalem. This 1s the second
important issue that must be addressed.

THE POLITICAL CONTEXT: The present political situation of the
churches 1s better than ever, including the period of the
Crusaders and the Byzantines. The churches have more autonomy
in running their own affairs than ever before. Therefore, the
churches should accept the present political situation and
should officially recognize 1it, including the Catholic church.

>)

The churches have an outstanding opportunity which they dad
not have in the past to improve and increase the Chrasitian
presence 1in Jerusalem. Therefore, the Christian churches

~— should recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

The Chraistian churches 8Should direct their missionary efforts

— to attract more Christians to come to Jerusalem rather than

to direct them towards the citizens of Jerusalem.

One must understand that the relations between Christians and
Jews differ from those between Christians and Moslems. The Christ-
ians should develop a new concept regarding their presence
in Jerusalem which will be along the lines of ECUMENISM.

SUGGESTIONS? The Jewish and Christian communities should try
to explore the following common issues:

1. What 1s the meaning of Jerusalem for the respectiva religions
and communities? It 1s obvious that Jerusalem, for the Christian
community, 15 no more than a religious center and therefore, they
struggle over the holy places.

2. In view of the political-~historical background, how do the
churches develop their attitiude toward the present Israeli
regime? 3
3. The present status quo was established 1n ;ggg_gy the Ottoman
— _Sultan. One should explore whether legal solutions  appropriate
for today's situation can be found. One should try to check
the privileges granted by the churches to their representative
in Jerusalem in comparison with the privileges granted today
by the Israeli regime.

The Jews and Christians should try to explore their common roots
in order to improve their relations in the present.



PROF. AVINERI:

He suggests studying the way the churches went along with the
various regimes in Jerusalem throughout history. It should be
very interesting to study how the Catholic Church relates to
the modern state, 1n particular with regard to the modern

_—| state of Italy. The arrangements between the Vatican and the
State of Italy took 60 years to develop.

The absence of diplomatic relations between the Vatican and Israel
makes 1t difficult to maintain relations between Israel and
the Catholac Church in this country. Jews and Christians who
conduct a dialogue today do not discuss the relations between
Israel and the Vatican. This subject should be dealt with an

— a pragmati¢ manner rather than on a theological level.

PROF. VON GEUSAU:

I have been trying to convince the Vatican to establish diplomatic

relations with Israel since _1975. The answer always given 1s

that 1t 1s a political issue and any discussions are prohibited

except by the State Secretariat. There 1s a definite distinction

between the Holy See as a spiritual and a political leader.

The church has yet to resolve this problem. All the arguments
—against the recognition of Israel have no political and juridical

value, It stems from much deeper reasons of the way the Catholics

view the Jews. Only when this problem is dealt with will the

problem of recognitaion be solved.

GEOFFREY WIGODER:

In one of his discussions with representatives of the Catholac
Church, four reasons were mentioned as preventing the recognition
" of Israel: 1. Lebanon, 2.the Territories, 3.the Palestinian
refugees, 4.Jerusalem. The subject of borders as preventing
recognition was not mentioned. Neither was it explained what
the problem i1s regarding Jerusalem. It 1is known that in the past
the Vatican wanted internationalization of the city. Now it
talks about international guarantees but it 1s not clear who
— will be the guarantors. If the guarantees are provided by the
United Nations then this would include the Soviet Union. If
the guarantees are given by the same powers that granted them
— 1in the 19th century, Turkey should be included.

PROF. VON GEUSAU:

No one in the Vatican Knows what international guarantees

mean. The reasons for not recognizing Jerusalem changed with

the political developments. In 1948 the Vatican refused recognition
because Israel was not within the 1947 boundaries. Starting in
1970, the Vatican gave new reasons for non-recognition of Israel.



YAEL VERED:

The situation today 1s even more complicated. What 1s the meaning
of the fellglous status quo - functional or terraitoraial?

)
The three main religions should have an equal role. There are
many churches - what should be their role? The Vatican looks to
create a statute of international guarantees where the three
main religions play an equal role.

PROF. VON GEUSAU:

The Vatican has reached the conclusion that internationalizing
Jerusalem along the lines of 1947 1is not realistic. However,

~ 1t 1s not yet ready to accept the present situation. It 1s
moving from i1ts demand to internationalize the city to a new
concept which 1s not yet clear.

FATHER MARCEL DUBOIS:

The position of the Vatican 1is 1llogical. Jerusalem 1s divided
between three borders: 1. ancient and modern; 2. those for
and against the Jews and 3. Palestinian Arabs and Jews. All
three borders are really one. We must make a distinction
between relations between Christians and Jews and between
Chrastianity and Judaism.

One should find out whether the Christians leave Jerusalem
because they are Arabs or because they are Christians. 1
think that they leave Jerusalem in most cases because they are
Arabs who belong to the Arab community. One cannot measure
the Christian presence in number but i1n quality and depth
of Christian thinking. The presence of church personnel in

. abu Gosh 1s more important than the number of Chrastians living
in Jerusalem.

PROF. WERBLOVSKY:

The Christians leave Lebanon because of Moslem pressure. The
Moslem Arab finds 1t more difficult to immigrate to the West
than the Christian Arab who has many relatives there.

NAOMI TEASDALE:

Statistics show that there is no decline 1in the numbers of

the Christian community 1n comparison with the Jordanian
period. However, the number of the Christians 1s 1n declaine
in comparison with the Jewish and Moslem communities that

grow more rapidly. This means that the decline 1s 1n percentage
and not in numbers.



YAEL VERED:

The Christian community has doubled i1tself under the Israel:i
L regime.

ABBOT NICHOLAS ENGLANDER:

The local churches are not represented and this 1s our problem.
The representatives of the international churches must decide
how to assist the local churches (the Greek Orthodox etc).

The discussion whether or not to recognize the State of Israel
is 'above the heads' of the local churches which are interested
i1n their own problems. The local churches have no voice and no
influence. I am convinced that the status quo 1s paralyzed

and paralyzes any progress for the future.

PROF. WERBLOVSKY:

The local churches feel very much like Arabs and often behave

¢ like Arab patriots. They do not view the representatives of
the churches as their legitimate spokesmen because they are
wWesterners. They say that they were not ainvolved at all with
the Holocaust and therefore have no moral obligation to support
Israel. Some of them even support the P.L.O.

FATHER DUBOIS:

I am of the opinion that the voice of the local churches 1is
heard 1n the Vatican and therefore I disagree with the Abbot.
International public opinion 1s more sympathetic to pro-Pales-

\ tinian churches than to the ones in the Jewish part of Jerusalem.

PROF. WERBLOVSKY:

Bishop Hakkim represented his local Catholic Church in a very
strong way. He was viewed as the spokesman not just of the
church but also of the Arabs in Israel. Today there 1s no
leader of his calaiber and therefore the local churches are not

heard.

Regarding the status quo, one remembers the difficult discussions
between the churches regarding the renovations in the Holy
Sepulchre. Therefore, any initiative to change the status quo
must come fgom the Chrastians.

RABBI KAPLAN:

The purpose of the status quo 1s to freeze the situation

— because everyone concerned i1s afraid of the unknown alternatives.
One must notice the 1increase of Orthodox Jews in the city
which presents a future problem for the churches in Jerusalem
far graver than the 1issue of the status quo.

kk* * k% *k%k
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- HEBREW UNION COLLEGE—JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

Cincinnati » New York ¢ Los Angeles * Jerusalem

Dr, E.,Werner, - . BROOKDALE CENTER
ONE WEST 4th STREET
NEW YORK N Y 10012
(212) 674-5300

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, .. .
c¢/o American Jewish Committee,

New York City,N.Y. ’ ) T
Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum:

I feel urged to_contribute to thex recent publications of Mr,
Bronfman,and others,also to your reply,all concerning the Vatican's position

in re of recognition of the State of Israel,

o

' I was the first Jewish scholar,who during the-pontificates of Pius XI
and Pius XII,was invited to lecture at the Vatican,This happened at the occa-
sion of the Anno Santo in 1950,In the Vatican's  International Congress of
Catholic Church music I was. the first and only Jewish representative,invited
by Cardinal Tisserant and Msgr Higionio Angiéa,the prefect of the Pontifical
Academy of Sacred Music in Rome,My paper "The Common Ground" is published in
"Atti del Congresso",Rome,1951.After my arrival in Rome I was politely,but
rather urgently,invited to appear at the palace of Crd.Tisserant.As for the
following report,it represents the gist of my (German- written) personal

- T

dia!’y. -

Following the summons of the Cardinal,I found myself i n the anticamera
of his office.The elegant room was replete with questionnaires in four lan-
guages:¢#¥re were you during the years 1937 = 45?""Did you do anything to
help fugitive Jews" "Which Jews did you help and in which way"(NaMe month,

year?fhce,and situation!).These questionnaires strengthened my suspicion

that the Cardinal wished to hear from me about such personal experiences.

-

-
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However,I was mistaken,

The Cardinal,some of whose studies about Easterm Christianity (Syrian,
Nestorian,etc,)I knew,addressed me very politely in FRench.As my French was
rather rusty,we discussed dur topics in a mixture of Italian and Latin,which
we well commanded, Aféer a few introductory remarks,he asked me:"What do the
American Jews expect from the Holy See with respect to the new State?"(de re
publica novissima?) - he did not name,not even once,meme Israel by name,

I replied"Eminence,I do not represent any Jewish organization and cannot
speak for one",He repled:(with an ironic smile):"If you wefe,I would not have
asked you for your visit.But do tell me,whét in your pfiyatg opinion as a
Jew and as a scholar (essendo Ebreo e dotto erudito)?" I replied:"I believe,
the Jews of America and of the world would appreciate some gesture of friend-
ship,or at least of benevolence from the Holy See",He:(sternly):"The Holy See

is not at all interested in the new state (no name!),but it is most inter-

ested in the intact and unchanged state (stato intatto ed integro) of- the
Holy Places, It might be best - in our opinion =-to place them under the
guardianship and jurisdiction of the Christian- Church.,And if I say !the ChurcH
I mean this,the sole authentic' Church(jquesta,sola chiesa auctoritatis perfecta
I:"Shall I transmit ‘or convey this message?"He;"That is up to you",

And after a few polite words I was dismissed,

Here ends my conversation,.Let me add that I had to revise my original suspi-
cion of the Cardinal,when two letters of his to Pope Pius XII came. to light,
wﬁérein he,the only ranking Cardinal,implored .the Pope to save the Roman and
Italian Jews from their persecutors,"in which way whatever",I submit this
account to your trust;you may dispose of it according to your best judgment,

Meanwhile I remain with cordial regards yours faithfully -

-

¢ - ‘ 3 V; .l ‘\\A/ )
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.On July 15,~1941, Father Max1mi1ian_K61bé'w+dt€—iﬁe'1as£“1efter to
-his mother, in German as prescribed. Kolbe was a controversial figure;
sometimes he was described as a inajve dreamer," sometimes as "Crazy Max,"
) he was a fanatical worshiper of Mary. His small newspaper was known as

a radical publication, which also carried on polemics against Freemasons

E ‘ -AFter noting-the unusudl -speed with which the Yatican canonized-the

=  ~—— ”
Polish priest, the-writer-Hans Jacob Stehle, Rome correspondent of the
/—_/

promigent German Weekly “"Die Zeit," presents a biographical sketch of

[ - a® e Ak
Lie Priedee.

“iitho was this man who voluntarily iet himself be tortured td;death

and_take the_place of another one, a desperatEjfamily father? Was he a

= knight without fear or blemish and_therefore remote from real life? Or

was _he rather a man of his time-andenvironment, who at the end emitted
a signal of light -in thasdark “modern® centupjfi-" -

Kolbe was @orn in 1894 in a family of textile ﬂﬁakers 1n the industriai
city of Lodz which then-belonged to*Russia and-where 1n the economic boom,
the population consisting of Poles, Jews and Germans, was multiplied six
times: The agile Kolbe-Raimund (this was h1s baptismal name) ‘was fortu-
nate in being sent to study in the church gymnasium 1n Lwow. His future
was thus determined. At‘the age of 16 he wore the garb of,éEE.Franc1scan

\

fovice  and the order-name Maximilian. The misery from whicn he canc



-Kolbeyz

imbued 'him not-iornly'with a religious spirit, longing -for heavenly glory,

but he appeared to his classmates also as a "naive dreamer" because al-

though gifted for mathematics and physics he involved himself in apparently
impossible thingss His projects for a teletype, a recording machine, a
rocket -vehicle-to the moon, evoked irony among the superiors of his order,
-even when in 1912 —thé‘\; let hmm study theology and philosophy “in Rome.

) jf!le *nﬂ:apital of Italy, _whe’re the Pope, having lost the Church-State,
Tived as.a "prisoner” in the Vatican, where the King was an .atheist

-and anti-Catholicism.was evidence ©f a2 patriotic state of mind, frightened

the young ronk from=the Polish provinces. “‘Tﬁese were the years when the

-~ , zadewish ma‘.tanna“‘! hzbera‘l Emes:to Na:than mas “Mayor soF :the Ed:ema] :B'ltymd

<Grand -Master -of -the freemasons. Kolbe's -rector=at-the -order-college ‘was

-dominated b,y the Hdea that the Freemasons “are responsible for-all evil.

ted the -devil-oh

r3{9¢m1‘led ']‘heln an M'li‘h “"l‘hn @navchictc whn wne ;Llav pa-ln_‘_“ H

/

their black flag and .demonstrated in St. Pgter S Squar:e. It was in the
year 1917 ‘that_the Pope attempted to bring about peace and an end to the

World War, something which displeased Ita1,y. In Russia the revolution. = = =

.avas_going .on, while at the.same time one ce]ebr'ated the 400th.-anniversary
‘of the Reformation-=and200 years =ince the establishment of -the first Grand
Lodge of the Freemasons. In Rome, the Freemasons marched to the monument
of Giordano B";'uno on “‘Campd =1 Fiori wWhere the "heretic" was burned and
in Fatima shepherd-children feard :the““.Madonpa announcing “the -impending
catastrophes.

On October 17, 1917, the 23-year.old Kolbe -who suffered from a Tung
ailment and ulcers of the stomach, established with several colleagues,

Militra Immaculata, Soldiersof the Virgin Jﬁary. This organization,



Kolbé/3

;-immediately approved by the %;e, declared in the
statutes, that its purpose is to “convert the sinners, heretics, schis-
matics, Jews, and especially the Freemasons."”

‘As methods to achieve this purpose Koibe stated, "everything permitted
“by. law.”

Ay Len)
After his return to Poland he established a periodical_Ryecrarr Niepok-

= —7-~ - anlanej {Knight of the Impeccable} whose circulation jumped in fifteen
’ years from 15,000 to a million and notwithstanding all doubts and appre-

3 - hensions ‘of the order;swhose provincial described-this_publication-as

e e e ame

"eonfusing,” the brothers of the order nicknamed Father Maximilian "Crazy

E—— —Max" and~in"thechurch=approved -biography-Tomposed ~in- 1979-by~the Ursutine
' =Sister Kinga Strzelecka~it Js said-that she was~then xalled<the-'boring

‘Marmelade”- because in:conversation he always came .back with the stubborness

of-a-fanatic-to-the-same-subject-—-the-impeccable-ones—Some-were-boreds

A\

others ‘Iaughed(,, Y plans to conquer the world with the help of a miracle

Id

medallion were considered as a childish idea. -Although Koibe struggled

all his 1ife against frail health, his activism knew no 1imits, he used
o 'say, 'Sometames the fever is heating my head." 1In 1927 a Polish noble-
man donated \28,000~15qt{are me}ers of land to Father Ko]\be to build a commune
for members of the or(\ier.’ 706 Persons lived in this commune and 1t was
characterized as "real communism."

On: December 18, 1934 Kolbe wrote, "It would be better not to speak about
removing the Jews from the economy, but to increase the role of Poles in*

- the-economy-which-will lead to the- objective sooner.".



Kolbesd :

Kolbe wagéheneralny not very cautious in his eipression. In’h1s
newspaper "Knight of the Impeccable" he called Luther a “renegade" who
“mrried and then established Protestantism." He characterized Freemasons
as "an organized clique of fanatical Jews who want to destroy the church."

Thirteen years later, in a caleﬂdar"for the year 1939, which had a
ciréulation of a milijon copies, Kolbe wrote "Authentic communism seems .
1o become increasingly more savage. Its origin can easily be traced to
the criminal Mafia which calls itself Freemasonry, and the hand which is
guiding a1l this for a clear purpose is 1nternationa] Zionism. That doesn
inean that one cannot find good people also-among Jews..."

- Xolbe shied :away -only partly from—=the widespread:anti<Semitism=in*Polan

.xduring the inter-war years. He -wrote, “There is no doubt that the .bishops

have a_negative attitude toward the zoological anti-Semitism,.but their

~iews .are not taken a]’n_to consfderahon_e_'ltheh1n_groups connected with

't

d ____ .

-Catholic organizations, -nor among -the -brgad masses of -the clergy.”

=—In-1935;~in—-a letter from Japan, Kolbe has written "I shall carefully

seek not to provoke or deepen -among the readers hatred toward the Jews -

which -exists .anyway.--our.supreme .goal must.always be -conversion .and
sanctification of the souls." Typical of ° Kolbe's attitude is that he
engaged as collaborator the priest Trzeciak who coined the slogan "Judo-
commune” although he sent back many of his manuscripts because Trzeciak -
is a "wild anti-Semite, a chauvinist.”
Kolbe's tragedy is-that he, 1ike hﬁs country, fell victim of  those who
have. driven anti1-Semitism to 1ts most-criminal consequences -- the Nazis,

but about them there 1s not a single word i1n the more than three thousand

pages lé?t-by Kolbe.
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~—=In 1939 -he -was -brought .as a~civilian- prisoner to-a famp*m"Sﬂesra, -

-but in 1940 he returned again to Niepokanlanej and even managed to print

his newspaper. At the outbreak of the war the town of his order served

as a 'refuge for thousands, among them many Jews: On March 16th Kolbe N
wrote to the German chief of the police in Socha{zew, who became suspicious,
*You and I will ‘not -be alive in a hundred, two hundred years, and then all

our prob]ems, -even the most 1mportant and urgent ones will come to an end,

O o — e el e . =

— e e e -

but one wﬂ] remain: " Will we exlst,hthen? and where? and happy‘? Every

hour brings us nearer a whole hour (and not less) to that moment. Our i

newspaper deals with this kind of problem, ’I do not feel any hatred against- -

~mnyone on -this.earth.™

_#At the.beginning -of February 1941, a German :pubizication -in.Warsaw pub-
“13shed an article to the effect that in Niepokalanoj a newpaper is being

published that-makes propaganda agamst_;thé Germans. Threeweeks later

Father Kolbe was imprisoned 1n the Gestapo prison in Warsaw and in May

he was transported-to Auschwitz. This was before the extermination of

ey e ,

Jews.  The commandant of the camp Karl Fritzsch, a veteran of the SS

NS Sl - — — g - = e

I )

group “Oberbayern" from ,Dachau\,has not y\eétg»ed the gassing method of
Cyclon B. The 13,000 -Polish 1nr'nate¥:):!hN'a:ve\v1ct1ms of daily sadism.
When at.the end (9f July one of the inmates succeeded 1n escaping, tend
‘w&.others were put in a bunker where they perished from starvation.

He (Kolbe) stood up and asked the commandant to take him to the
starvation bunker 1n place of the inmate Gajowniczek.

“What does this Polish p1g want?” shouted Fritzsch, and when he

understood, he asked, "Who are you?" "A Polish priest.” Fritzsch agreed. -



Kolbel6

—--———~ -~ Kolbe a martyr's death. _ y R

Some theologians have expressed doubt whether Kolbe was in.the strict
sense of the word a "martyr of the faith.”

While some prelates found in Kolbe's whole life noi:hing but “heroic
wirtues,” the Polish and German bishops.appealed to the Pope in a letter

from Auschwitz, dated June 5, 1982, -that -he should not refuse to grant

= = =

The man who voluh{arﬂy, with -nine_others, went <into the starvation
bunker where-he- spent eeks\unt11 on August 14, 1941, a murderous .

___ poison injection in the pulse made an end to his shattered body. His

-ashesaregone. -No-r€ldr s Héft. -However, it-was :;nﬁflmed%, the

-3ast-words <he spoke :nthe *hell :of -Auschwitz and-which -are more than:s

-pious_remnant are these®™

wyatred §5 not .a -creative force -- creative 1s love.”
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