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1.

4 CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO

OBJECTIVES

In the light of changes going on within the Catholioe Ohnrch{
as reflected in the Ecumenical Council, our purpcse is to explore
the interaction of the Catholic and Jewish commmunities in America
on the many levels on which this interaction takes place:s as

specific religious commuﬁitiea, each with its traditional teachings

| and religious attitudes regarding the other group; as cultural-

ethnic communities, with old world memories and suspicions about
one another, and as socio-political groups concentrated in American

urban communities, sharing the experience of immigrant groups in |

big-oity 1ife.

The ultimate objectives 1is to bring together for the first
time in one place the significant research whioh has been done by

f both the Jewish and Catholic groups over the entire area of

Gathnlic-abwish relations so that we may have a foundation for
constructive future progrems for improving Cetholic-Jewish relations
in America, |
One important consequence will be the inevitable effect which
such & conference 3111 have smong Catholi¢ leadership in Rome,
Although there has been an enormous inorease in Catholle-
Jewish interaction, understanding and cooperation in recent years
and much stgnirinant sooiologieal and related raaenroh haa boon done,
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the fruits of Catholic-Jewish experience and research have not

been drawn together and evaluated for their practical implications.

(It is interesting to note that the only institute for Judeo-Christian
studies in the United States today is under Catholic auspices and ¢k
has a proselytising purpose.) We are urgently in need of a vehicle
to gather together all existing ranoérch in Catholic-Jewish re~
lations, with a view to stimulating ﬁnd coordinating future 8
activities, and also for bringing tuééthsr the key individuals in - '°
both communities responsible for teashing, programming, commni- i,:
cations and soocial science research,  The purpose of the oonrerennel ;:

is to achieve these enda. Y

We envision a two or three day conference to investigate the
entire range of Catholioc-Jewish intoéactlon and attitudes about ‘.
one another, 8ignifiocant research papers will be prepared in
advance and presented at the contere#co covering such subjects ass
(1) How Catholics and Jews preceive ;ach other as groups (inventory '
of existing attitude studies, polia.;exiating sociological
literature, etc.); (2) wnhat Gatholicé end Jews teach about eaoch
other in their religious schools (textbook surveys, analysis of
sensitive themes in religious aduontion. such &8 the Crucifixion,
the Crusades, etc.)s (3) Speeific political and sociel issues which - °
cause tension and misunderstanding botwaan Catholics and Jews S I
(birth control, donsorship. religionlin public education, ato.)z
(4) Methods and channels whioch have beon developed for resolving
mi sunderstanding and increasing ooop;ratlon between Catholics and | [
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OTHER FACTORS

Whether the Protestant group should also be inoluded remains

to be decided, On the basis of the Catholic and Jewish groups
only, we plan a conference of approximately 50 people -« including
Protestant, about 75 people. The conference would be held in
such a place as the Kellogg Center of the Univeraity of Chicago in
Iordor to have an appropriate scholarly setting. It would be
concluded with a public plenary session which would be attended by
tﬁa conference participshtis as well as special guests who occupy
positions of outstanding prominence (including for example, a

’ " of the additional purposes of the sonference would be to develop

documents which can be the basis of teaching materials about Jews
and Judaism to be utilized through the program to be initiated in
Rome by the AJ0s - N N S

4

_ Catholio Cardinal providing that he is not out of the country). One
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AVMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE | '
‘Chicago Area Chapter \
“28 E. Jackson Blvd. |
Chicago, Illanois 60604 i

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - KEY FACTOR
. IN SHAPING HUMAN RELATICNS
SUGGESTED CONFERENCE OUTLINE r

The Conference as a joant undertakm'g of the Reliagious Educators
’ !

Association and the Chicago Chapter of théJAmerlcén Jewish Committee.
i I
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TIME and FLACE Ly
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It 1s proposed that the Conference begin at 3'00 P.M. on Sunday,

a

November 22, 1964 and continue through dinner on Monday, November 23, 1964. The

Conference should be held 1n an aca@gmlc settzng, .g. McCormick Theological
r

ik

Seminary, University of Chicago, etc&. L
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" The Confazence will explore the moral responszblllty of Religious

education 1n improving human relations, 1ﬁter-personal and ainter-group,

anong chlldr%n, youth and aduits. I will® adentafy qethods and techniques |
| i ¢ s

for acn -vlné this end. K - -
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- Ie; & ~=1antive Papers and Panel
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:ﬁﬁgmc‘major substantaive paperégwxll e presenteﬁ at plenaryﬁgesszons

)
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outlirey hejow. Papers will be fblleed r a panel whlch_wlll react, fxrst

e i ! X

! = ~
bj‘i.ﬁguq{ af quertions on the presentatlor ana ihen by a discussion o” the

. I"g‘f

gen>r.| 1g;wé for a short while. Paqgllutg will -ncl :de experts in the

foJlowzwq,Qieids: Curriculum Developgent apd Text soogs; Teacher Training;

Trainirq of Seminarians; Adult DEducataon. -
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Four concurrent workshops wall mcet on londcy, from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00

noon and irom 2.30 - 4:00P.M. Each of these will focus on one of the four
-, [ L
1de 3 | ; !
fields lasted above wath the panclist servang as resource person. In addition,
i |
each workshop shall have a chairman, recorder and renorter.
, i |
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anh workshop wall have thrce focy ;1. What|do we know?

i

(Reasearch, Experaence, Et.) - . ! -
1
i |

1

|
2. What'do we do? (Current

Programs, Curriculum and method.)

1

T =
|
3. Where do we go from here?

|
‘ i
‘Chairmen will be responsible for the expeditious conduct of the Workshop
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(Next steps) i«

and utilization of the expertness of the resource person,
‘Recorders shall make accurate notes ogﬁworkshondlscu351ons and corclusions,

for a Proceediings to be published after the conclusion of the Conference.

Réporters shall take concise notes and report highlights of workshop

discussions and conlusions at the final plenary session of the. Confzarence.
|

III. Vasor Addresses ) : i T

i

Three maJor addresses shall be given,.one at dinner on Sunday; a second

a‘l:l ﬂmch, Monday and the thard at dinner ¢on Monday.ii 3

! = -

Topics suggested are: % "7 |

7

' '
b 1. The Moral Responsibility of Religious Education to Improve
' | I

[y

v Humar Relations. ) : , ; . § 8

- 2. Tae Relative Influence &f Relig;ous Education Among lke Otager
: I
] |

Lt Socral and Cultural Forees infiShaping Attitudes anl Mekavior,
| 1

*~ 3. A Frogram for Religious Iﬁucailon in AcbleV1ng Improved Fuman

G Relationse.
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IV. Tarleronce Schedule
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Sunday, Novernber 22, 1964 ;
A. 3.00 - L.0C P.M. Registration
3' L{'-OO - 6:30 p.Fo L

!
Three substantive Papers and Panel of Reactors
l. The Yale Daivanity Schoé} Study of;Protestant Textbooks .
2. The St. Louis Unaiversity Study of;Catholzc Textbooks
3. The Dropsie College Study of Jewi?h Textbooks. ®
C. 7:00 = 9:00 P.M. . E %
v Dinner and First Adaress E
Merwiy, November 23, 1964
1. 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 noon  ° '
Four Concurrent Vorkshops

1. Curriculum Developmentt‘and Textbooks

- 2. Teacher Training’ '

h

i
1
!
|
|
i
I
I
i
i
|
C
y
i

I
1
1
8

1

3. Seminarian Training = F

k., Adult Education f & t

B. 12:15 « 2:15 P.M. : i
' Lunch and Second Address

t ]

" C. 2:30 = 4:00 P.M. ;

Four Concurrent Workshops (Continued)

D. %.15 = 5:30 P.M. 3

Plenary Session - Workshop Reports

1 |
E. 6:00 = 9:00 P.M. ' '] !

~

Dinner, and Final Major #Address ;

|
|
V. Conference Kit and Exhabit ¢ L ‘

’ i
Zzch registrant shall receive a kit of mater#&ls for use during conference

and thereafter. Materials such as the R.E.A. Symposium (Weainrib, Olsbn, etal)
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Proc ~=.znz cf'the Lo qlﬁ%gnlzsfslﬁy Canference on Rellglous Textbocks,
g
RO T
- Iate~-~cligicus Newslétterh 'Foots or Zias" or Pike, etc.
B llq,, o T t !
[ ; -—..'J'.-V.L"’TI: a I
. = tlon, anlqugb;t*o_ sertinent materials should be arranged.
; T T 1 '
E ,,r .)é -] : I
) VI. Cernference Fee“ 7. v”*'f— . :
o= Yok N"
Tne & Hoqldebe set at a low f*gure To encourage participation,
—A,. b ﬂ -.r

VII. Resource Persons 3 I ;

-ty
"
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The follou_ng’non-Chlcanoans 1s the beglnnlngs of a last of those who

Il ' b i

mizht be ainvited to ﬁ?esent papers- or serve as Paﬁellsts:
i

Father Gerard Sloyan = Catholac UhlverSLty of America

o "

- - - Father Bernard Gocke —*Marquette Unlverslty €
) l

o Tk ' Berpard Olson 1+ - i

Gerald Knopff - Dir. Bavision of Cnristian Education,

! i
Mational Councail Pf Cahurcnes

T

Kristar Stendah® = Hapﬁard DlVlﬁltj School

: : W. R. Davies - Union Theolozical Séminary

]
L |

. Rabbi Abraham Heséhelg Jewish Theological.-Seminary <
. |
* oo ; Rabhi Iomis F Silberman - Davinity Chair Vanderbilt

]
L« University, Nashville, Tennessee !

- I
Prof. BEnil Tackenheinmt - Philosophy Dept. University of

| |
t Toronte {

i ;
Rabbi Marc Tannénbaut - A.J.C. { ;
:r * |

Marshall Sklarel- Diyector or Research A.J.C.
!

Magheim Shapire - Didector of Je&lsh Communal Affairs, A.J.C.
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