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l"HBIUi.5'0 RE Bf IT RE~OLYED that rhe Cr· al A:scmbly of the ~lu'st;en ~ (DJS
c1ples of Christ) meet1n mKansas Cit Missouri, October -

3) 

ge its congregations to study the issues related to dying with digruty 

l_t!.JJ}.l=~~&.ca..~~;c...IA.~~;ia.,112il.l'-..W~Wl.ln.i~:U.lleo-terrmaation of public 
the end that legislation which may develop m the vanous states 1s enriched 

concern for the moral issues at stake 

No. 7725 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS 

Backgro~nd Stat•ment on Universal Human Rights Human Rights is central to Chnsuan faith 
and tradition The concern for persons and their d1gmty IS at the heart of the Gospel of Jesus 
Chnst 

The United Nauons Univenal Declarauon of Human Rights declares that all human be1pgs 
are entJtled, wtthout d1st1nct1on of any kind, no matter where they hve or under what type of 
government ...... to basic nghts which can serve as the foundation of freedom, 1wt1ce and peace 
m the world 
In keeping with the h1stonc m1ss1on of the Church, the Christian Church (Disciples of Chnst) 
meeting in International Conventions and General Assemblies over the past twenty yean, bas 
expressed concern for oppressed peoples throucthout the world m their structgle for buman 
nghts Resolutions by the 1958 and 1962 lnternauonal Conventions and the 1975 General 
Assembly strongly stated the importance of human nghts concerns in the pohetes of the United 
Nauons (UN), Canada, and the United States (US) In 1973 at the C1nc1nnau Assembly, 
congregauoru, educanonal 1nst1tut1ons and uruts of the Chnsuan Church (D1sC1ples or Chnst) 
were urged to emphastze human nghts by study and actJon programs, by rev:iew of ~nadian 
and US foreign ass1Stance programs, and by supporting special mm1stnes related to human 
nghts 
North Ameraca and Its Relationships to the Issue of Human R1~h1s The concem for hum.an 
nghts u deeply embedded in the democrauc prmc1ples of the United States and Canada. Con
s1Stent with that democratic tradiuon, President Carter, addressing the Uuited Nauons on 
March 17, 1977, 1ndtc:ated hu support for the work of the United Nation's Human. Rights 
Commission and the need to establ1Sh a High Comm1SS1oner for Human Rights He also 1iid1-
cated his intention to sign the United Nations Co\enant on Civil and Pohtu:a[ Rights, as well 
as the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural R11~hts, and to ur~e the United States 
Senate to raufy them. 
The nations of Europe, the Union of Soviet Soc1ahst Repubhcs, Great Br1tam, Canada and the 
United States affirmed the pnnciplt!.! of the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal 
Oeda~t1on of Human Rights as a part of the Hels1nk1 Ae;reement m August 1975 
The trad1uon of respect for the dignity and worth of all persons needs constant cu1uvauon 
We are aware that our policies have at umes not adequately reflected that hJStonc concern 
A!t}lough the United Nations has adopted more than eighteen IntematJonal Covenants or 
ConventJons refernng to the Universal Declaration of Hurnan Rights, the Un!ted States 
Government haa ratified only five conventions The government of Canada, while raufymg 
most of the covenants or conventions, has not ratified the conventions deahng with War Cmnes 
and Apartheid Further, governmental pohc1es of both Canada and the Uruted States have 
sometimes had the effect of supporttng repreu1ve governments around the world 
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The Unn.ed States Central Intelligence Agency has wed m1sS1onanes and foreign clergy 1n us 
mfol'IJ¥LUOn gathenng Such practices have been protffted by the Admirustrattve Committee 
of the General Board and by the D1V1Sion of Overseas Mimstnes of the Chnst1an Chmch 
(D1Sciples of Chmt) ID a M!S<>lut1on passed February 20, 1976 Such practices reduce the 
credib1hty of our governments and people as advocates for UmversaI Hurn.an Rights 

- Response of the ChuTches to Human Rights CTues The increasing VIolabons of human nghts 
have beep made even more real as churches, church imtJtuuons and rehg1ous leaders haVIng 
close histoncaI ties with the Christian Church (DlSC.lples of Chmt), have come under attack 
by repressive govel'IUJlents Religious leaden over the world have become mcreasmgly acove in 
promot1Dg human nghts 

The World Councli of Churches and the Roman Catbohc Pontifical Comnnssmn on justice 
and Peace issued a Jomt Statement m 1973 appealing to churches to initiate or to 1Dten.s1fy 
programs of instruction on human nghts 

The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches reported on the role of the churches 
m the Helsmk1 Agreement signatory states ID his " Recommendation on Human Rights" The 
World Council of Churches requested that the General Secretary conunue his coruultat1ons 
and efforts m cooperation with the churche§ ID those states, on human nghts and religious 
liberty m the context of the Hels1Dk1 Agreement 

The Church 1S be1Dg called upon by the churches and religious leaders of many countnes for 
support and assistant~ During 1977 alone appeals have come to the Chmnan Church (DIS
aples of Chnst) from national church bodies and regional ecumenical structures ID Asia, Laun 
Amenca, Afjica and Europe, whe.re leaders have been 1mpnsoned, tortured, in some cases to 
death, and/or deported for their support for the nghts and Q.igmty of all people 

A Resolution C011cernang Un1veTsal H.,man Rights 

BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Chnsuan Church (Duc1ples of Chnst) 
meetJng 1n Kansas City, M1ssoun, October 21-26, 1977 approve the following 

1 Request the General Minister and President to 
a communicate to the President of the Umted States and the Pnme M1ruster of Canada 

appreciation for ~heir constructive leadership m the !}uman nghts area, and 
b convey to the ~ppropnate government leaders m the Umted States and Canada our 

deepening distress that some government pohc1es continue to support (with military 
assIStance, economic aid and other forms of ass1Stance) governments engaged ID con
sistent patterns of gross VJo)atJons of human nghts, at the same time we commend cur
rent governmental efforts to develop mnovauve and VIgorous new pohc1es designed to 
enhance human nghts at home and abroad, and 

c express to the legislative bodies the urgent need for the United States to ratify the Inter
national 9ovenant on Civil and Poht1cal Rights and the CoveQant on Economic and 
Cultural Ru~hts, Canada hav1Dg ratified these covenants on May 16, 1976, and the other 
Covenants and Conventions adopted by the Umted Nauons 

2 Commend nat19nal and mternatton_lll ecumenical bodies for their work m aggressively pur
SUID~ human nghts m their own and ID other countnes , 

3 Support all marufestauons of the Christian Church (D1sc1ples of Chnst) m their efforts to 
give high pnonty to umversal human nghts 

+ Encourage regions and congregations to incorporate study/action programs m universal 
human nghts at home and abroad as an integral part in developm~ global awareness and 
wQ.rld out~ch programs (see, for example, "Human Rights and International Order," 
Fnendsh1p Press, 1979-80), 

5 Urge that universal human nghts concerns be a part of the Chnst1an Church (Disciples 
of Chnst) observance of World Order Sunday each October, and finally to 

6 Request that the Week of Compassion Comn;!Jttee continue (w1th1n tts mandate and past 
grant-mak1Dg policies and pracuces) to support orgamzat1ons working on human nghts 
concerns 

D1VlS1on of Homeland M1nutnes 
D1VlS1on of Overseas M1D1stries 

The General Board recommends that Resolution No 7725 be approved 
(Debate time 24 minutes) 
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No. 7726 
RESOLUTION CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS 

WHE~EAS, the Chnshan Church (D1sc1ples of Chnst.) has taken its stance in fa"or of human 
nghts widun our nation and throughout the world, and 

WHEREAS, there continues to be within the world and national q>mmumty abuses of human 
nghts, such as unpnsonment of poht1cal d1ss1dents, policy of apartheid, segre~ation, and sup· 
press1on of other basic human freedoms, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Assembly of the Chnsttan Church 
(D1sc1ples of Chnst) meeting m Kansas City, MlSSoun, 0C"tober 21-26, 1977, commend and 
support m prayer and action those national and world leaders who contmue to speak out and 
work for basic human rights 

3 

Chnsttan Church (D1sc1ples of Chnst) 
in the Upper Midwest 

The General Board recommends that Resolution No 7726 be approved 
(Debate tune 12 minutes) 

No. 7727 

4 Remember 

e General Board rec mends that Resolution No 
tes) 
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WHEREAS, hootings, atabbmgs, 
daily TV ertamment fare, an ar 
Journal 1 ~tang the average h1 
and 

The General ard recommends that Resolution No 
(Debate tune 12 mmutes) 

No. 7732 

and 
and 

atIZens and as a 
, the Nauonal 
with them m 
th the teach-

RESOLUTION CONCERNING JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 

WHE~EAS, the B1bhcal tradition affirms that (a) the Church of Chrnt 1s rooted in the life 
of the people of Isr~el, (b) Gentiles, because of the grace of Jesus Chnst, are nY!J'lbered among 
the ch1ldr:en of Abraham, livmg m one f~mily with Tews who filJjt entered mto that relation, 
and (c) Jesus con~nns Gog's covenanta) relation with Israel, and does not ~bro~ate it, and 

174 



WHEREAS, the church and Chnsuans have someumes sinned by mmnterpTCtlng Vie new 
covenant as a 1ust1ficauon for bitterness between themselves and Jews, and have sometunes 
endorsed and engaged m persecu_tlon of the Jews (a persecution most tragic.ally displayed 1n 
the Na~.1 Holocaust 1933-1945, but which in other forms continues to exist 1ns1diou.sly in 

contemporary Christi.an culture), and 
WHEREAS, Lectureships and counes m Judaic.a and Jewish..Chnsu.an dialogue, schola.rly 
reftecuon and pubhcat1ons tn the Journal ENCOUNTER, and the culuvauon of personal lies 
between Chnsu.ans and Jews have contnbuted s1gmficantly to the hfe of faculty and students 
at Chnstlan 1 heolog1cal Seminary, have assisted m reconciling Chnstian and JeWISh com
munities m central Indi.al!ll, and have moved students at the seminary to initiate thIS reso
lution, therefore, 
BE IT RESOLVED that t!te General Assembly of the Christian Church (D1SC1ples of Chn.st) 
meetmll' m Kansas City, M1SSOur1, October 21-26, I 977, affirm its mtent that atroc1ges such 
as the Holocaust not ta\_e place again, a!lb-sem1t1sm be discouraged, reconc1hation of Chnsuans 
and Jews be brought about, and fruitful means of dialogue and mutual service to humankind 
be discovered, and, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that (~) tins General Assembly reaffirm parttcipauon m 
Tew1sh Chnstian dialogue through the office on Jew1sh-Chnst1an relations of the National 
Council of Churches, (b) the a~mm1Str.mve units of the Chrut1an Church (Duc1ples _of 
Chr1St) be encouraged to continue and expand TeWlsh Chmt1an relationships wherever feasible 
(c) Regions and congregations of the Chnst1an Church (D1Sc1ples of Chnst) be encouraged 
to engage m dialo~e with Jewp;h commumbes, whenever possible, to explore the common 
features of our bent.age, and (d) sem1~nes and departm~nu of religion of colleges be com. 
mended for contmumg or initiating cumcula and programs an the areas of Juda1µ and Jewish· 
Chmtian relations 

Chnsuan Theological Seminary 

I 
The General Board recommends that Resoluuon No 7732 be approved 
(Debate time 12 ¢mutes) 

Church (Duc1ples of Chns m the Gen 
with the poor 
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No. 7734 
RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE UNITED NATIONS 

I PREAMBLE 
As the United Nauons enters its fourth decade the easy optimism of earlier yean has disap
peared People m many lands, including our own, now look upon the world organlZaUon 
"with an uneasy mixture of achruratlq_n, gratitude, trust and hope, countered by d1saffect1on, 
resentment, distrust and antagonism ' • The U N 's achievements m areas such as peacekeep
ing, anns control and dtsarmament, un1\ersal membership, human rights and economic de
'e'opment seem d1m1mshed by the failures m these same areas which are numerous, v1S1ble and 
a painful reminder that butldmg world commumty requires patience and dedication in the 
decades ahead 

.\ny perspecuve on the U N m the l 970's cannot ignore the reahty of the growth oI its mem
bership and the enlargement of its ao;enda It has grown from 51 nauons to a nearly umvenal 
membership of 145 It has evolved from an orgamzat1on largely dominated by the West to one 
in which the voices of the poor of the Third World are heard loudly and clearly All the an
tagomsms of nauonal1sm, ideology, race, reho;1on, economics, and culture have taken their 
place on the agenda of the world organization Emergmg and ancient gnevances between the 
nations exasperate the d1alosue within the UN and 1t5 related agencies In these circumstances, 
1t is not surpns1ng that ns failures should be so v1S1ble and us successes so bttle appreciated 
The Governing Board of the National Council of Churches of Chnst m the US A (May 4-5, 
1977, C1ncmnal!, 01}10) m reaffirming Its support of the Umted Nations suggests a theological 
stance for Chnst1an_s as they formulate their own guidelines for study and action m the years 
ahead 

"Because the Creator has; charged us WJth respon~1b1hhe~ to each other and for the earth, 
and because God cared enough for the world to enter history in Jesus Chnst, as Christians 
we cannot be md1fferent to tjle phght of our brothers and sisters, nor can the Chul'(:h as ari 
mstttution be md1fferent to the affairs of the world It 1s our duty to help create a world
wide cornmumty, m which governments and people> treat each other compassionately as 
members of one human family We are therefore called to part1c1pate in mshtuuons, how
ever imperfect, which are workmg toward the reconc1hation of the peopl~ of the world and 
of all humamty with the total creation " 

•Resolution of the Govermno; Board, Nauonal Council of Churches of ChrM m the U S A 

The United Nabons u "a human msututlon with obvious unperfectaons," the Governmg Board 
observed, but "1s nevertheless a potential instrument for the expresS1on of compasSlon and 
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Justice throughout the world It could be<:9me the best instrument devised by women and men 
for the poht1cal, social, and economic welfare of the entire human family and u deserves our 
c-optmued support " 

II EVALUATING THE PAST AND PRESENT 

Recogmz111g the need for reform and renewal of all human mstitutlons, we are called µpon 
to ~fleet on those areas of the UN 's hfe that should be taken more senously by \!S, as Chns· 
t1ans, ~nd by the nations of which we are citizens 

Keeping the Peace 

Its Charter mandates the United Nations "to maintain international peace and secunty 
To unplement this pr1nc1ple 1t 1s clear that the 1pst1tuttons; of 1nternattonal conc1hauon must be 
strengthened and a permanent peacek~p~ng force established The U N has, over the years, 
played a mechating role that ha§ resolved many conflicts Its p~acekeepmg forces have stood 
between warnng groups to pohce cease-fire ar:rano;ements and provide negouators wtth the 
calm of an ann1st!ce that 1tlves the necessary l!me to resolv~ fundamental issues 

It 1s also true, however, that measured against the f(equency of wars m this generation, the 
commitment to conc1hat1on aJ!g peacekeep1_ng has been um1d and sp~.smod1c E.!forts to 
stren~then conc1hatton ierv1ces and estabhsh a permanent peacekeeping force have faced sub
stllntial resistance Instead of gavmg way to cynicism and tjespatr, 1t seems unportant now for 
Disciples hv1ng m the United States an,!i Canada to involve themselves one~ agam 111 the move
ment for a stronger peacekeeping system 1n l1ne with the spmt of the 19§9 resolution of the 
General Assembly of the Chnsttan Church (D1scrples of Chnst) which supported "the fonna
t10]\ of a U N peacekeeping force" and ur1ted all governments to assume a fa1r share of the 
cost of financmg such a force 

Arms Control and Disarmament 

The modest 1nshtu1tons of control emergin1t from Ufotec! Nations 1mt1attves m recent years 
hav~ been overwhelmed by tedmolog1cal advances, national fear, and pnd~ The apnual worfd 
armame11ts bill of $300 btlhon lS fnghterunit tesumony to the spread of nuclear aru:I con
venbonal weapons The threat to world peac;e IS obv10us 

Outside of the U N, bilateral negou.auons such ~s SALT (Strategic Arms Llfl!ltanon Talks) 
talks between the United SJates and the Sovtet Umon are a commendaQle first step m an im
perfect world to control the r~te at which the two super powen will allow their nuclear 
weapons potential to grow Ne1,!her these talks nor the consultat1ons w1thm the U N coin
muntty, how~er, deal 1fl a s1gnt6.!;al:!t way with the accuml!.lat1on of convention~} and nuclear 
weapons by a score of nauons If the arms race 1s to be controlled m Yle decades ahead, the 
nations that make up the U N must demonstrate th.elr commitment to stronger msutut1ons 
of mternat1onal control _The special session of the UN General A.!sembly on arms cgntrol 
and cbsannament m 1978 can provide the nations of the world with an opporturuty for a sys
te~tic and comprehensive revtew of all problems related. to the contiol of conventmnal and 
nuclear weapons 

Universal Membership 

The steady evolution of the United Nauons toy.-ard universal member.ih1p has marked 11 as the 
one and only place where every nauonal voice 1s heard and every o;nevance 1s considered 
Smee us beginning at San Francisco in 1945, the U N has been an organization in which 
member nations worke9 with enemies as well as fnends It 1s to accommodate and, 1f posS1ble, 
reconcile the ~ntagomsms of 145 nallo!IS rep~ntlng almos_1 four billion people that th~ world 
orgamiat1on JUSt~fi!!s its existence Jn this context, universal m!;mbenb1p 1s fundamental to the 
UN Char~er 

Always in 'V N debat!;s over membership, however, there has eiqstcd a malignant force that 
threatenec! the world orgamzat1on itself an{l. the pnnc1ple of umversahty Some nations have 
been demed membership by 1deolog1caJlv motivated vetoes Other states have been excluded 
from UN acttvmes or th_reatened w1t!:J expulsion from the orgaruzat1on In recent yean 
V1etnag1, Laos and Cambodia have been denied membership Israel has been excluded from 
part1c1pat1ng in certain U N agencies Attempts to preyent the adnuss1on of new nattons or 
exclude or expel present members are contrary to the lJ N spmt In IJ56, 1958, 1961, 196~, 
1_968, and l 975 Intemattonal Conventions and General Assemblies of the Chnst1an Church 
(Disciples of CJmst) have affirmed "the pnnciple qf universal membership m the United Na
ttons as a desirable goal which provtded the basis for bu1ldmg a rule of international law and 
order" 

Human Rights 

The United Nauons .Ymversal Declarauon of H~n Ru~hts has recommended high ethical 
standards and the UN has drafted a senes of declarauons and conventions m specific are.u 
However, the michinery for enforcing these n~hts 1s still lacking It is true m 1977 u it ~ 
in 1973 when the Cmcmnatl General Assembly noted that "m many respects the hopes ex~ 
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pressed on a world scale a quarter of a century ago have been largely unfulfilled and require 
continued vigilance " In another resolution the Kansas City Assembly m 1977 will fully con
sider Human Rights Here 1t is only necessary to restate that "m many countnes there has 
been a detenoratlon of the consensus on human nghts, with the 1nvas1on of privacy, the sus
pension of constnyttonal safeguards, the flagrant use of torture, and the unalleV1ated oppression 
of the poor (and) helpless" The UN Human Rights standarcb offer a hope that cannot be 
reallZed until the nanons of the world, mcludmg the United States and Canada, fully sub
scnbe to m_stituuonal arrangements wherein the U N has the authonty to mvesugate and 
ad1udicate complaints by md1V1duals and groups who cannot secure redress for their grievances 
ID any other way 
Economic Development 

A vanety of Uruted Nations agencies have contnbuted to the unprecedented econormc growth 
of many countnes Since the enq of World War II The advance of some developlD!f nations, 
however, still leaves the great maionty of the_people of the world hvmg m extreme poverty 
To seek a "more eqwtable and lasting solution to the growing gap between the J'ICh and poor 
nations, the Uruted Nations convened the Sixth (1974) and Seventh (1975) Special Sessions 
of the U N General Assembly These gathenngs have 1D1t1ateg negouaung forums ID which 
developed and developing nations can take part m the world economic development decmon
mak1ng process 

The New Intemat1onal ~onom1c Order proposed by the Seventh Special Session deserves 
senous study and support ln pnnc1ple by Chnsllans living m the Uruted States and Canada 
and their governments The General Board of the National Council of Churches of Chnst m 
the US A ( 1976) suggested that "If the prom1Ses made m that lustonc session are to be tept, 
religious groups must diligently monitor and translate the mtense debate on ways of achLeving 
more eqwtable trade relauons, or transfemng capital, and of developing and shanng appro
pnate technology without creating dependency on the ~rt of the developmg countnes" 

The United States and Canada 
As founding memben of the Umted Nations and among its most influential members, the 
Umted States and Canada have a conunwl)g obhgauon to part1c1pate m the renewal and re
form of ti!e world organization If th~ two nations are to play a pos1t1ve role m the world 
community, the Umted Nations must be at the center rather than at the edges of their foreign 
pohcy plannmg D1sC1ples ll\mg m the Uruted States and Canada should continue to press 
their governments to talr.e senously their part1c1pauon m the United Nauons and to gear their 
pohc1es and procedures to the cooperauve achievement of a humane world 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that th.!! General Assembly of the Chnsuan Church (Dis
ciples of Chnst) meetmg at Kansas City, M1ssoun, October 21-26, 1977 reaffirm its support 
of the Unn~d Nations and, recogmz1ng the need for reform and renewal by all human 1ruutu
hons, call upon its own members and the pohtical leaders of the Un11ted States and Canada 
to support 

I the establishment of a permanent peacekeepmg force and stronger mternanonal mst1tu
t1ons for conc1hauon, 

2 the pnnc1ple of umversal memben.lup by sponsonng the adm1S51on to the Umted Nanons 
of Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea (Cambocha) and any other soverei:go state, and opposmg 
any and all moves to exclude or expel any member-nation from the United NatJons or 
any of its uruts or speoahzed airenoes, 

~ renewal and reform of agencies dealing with human nghts to make them vital instru
ments that can mvest1gate and act agamst oppression m every area of the world regard
less of ideology, race, rehg1on1 economic system or national status, 

4 meamngful and positive part1c1pat1on by the United States and Canada m negot1at1ons 
rel~ted to the New International Economic Order 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tjiat the D1vmon of Homelan<! M1mstnes, m cooperation with 
all other umls of the Chnsuan Church (D1sc1ples of Chnst), emphasu:e the Umted Nations 
as a part of the imperative on world order, iusuce and peace, and that the General Minister 
and President be asked to share this resoluuon with the appropnate pohucal leaders of the 
United States and Canada 

D1vmon of Homeland M1m.stJ'les 
D1vmon of Overseas Mm1stnes 

The General Board recommends that Resolution No 7734 be approved 
(Debate ume 24 minutes) 
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RTHER RESOLVED, 
wing services to all such c 

and d1stnbute 

/ 

No. 7745 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING VIOLATION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN CO~MUNIST DOMINATED AREAS 

WHEREAS, the Official Board of Uruversity Chrutian Church (Duc1ples of Chrut), Normal, 
Illmois, reminds C!mst1ans in the Umted State5 a!ld their duly appomteg-goverrung bodies as 
well as the World Counc:d of Churches and its consutuent memben that there are many docu
mented reports of rehgigu.s repression and the denial of human ngh~ in communist countnes 
whose consntuuons guarantee such n~hts and who are signatories of the Uruversal Declaratton 
o_f Human Rights, adopted without dw~nt on Def ember 10, 1948 by the General Assembly of 
the United Nat1oils, ~nd more p~rtlcularly, by such co~tnes who are s1gnatones of the F"mal 
Act of the Hels1nlu Agreement on Secunty and Cooperation in Europe, Slg~ed by 35 heads of 
state m August of 1975; and 
WHEREAS, the persecution of Chnsuaps, particularly Irutiallve Baptuts and Pentecostals, 
JcW1, Moslema and oth~r believers c:ontmues as an overt fact mcluchng su.c:h things as financvd 
and educational discr~tlon, separation of f~es, arrest and llDj>nsonment of those who 
openly practice their faith, and 
WHEREAS, the suppre~ion of the Jewuh mmonty, especially m the USSR, has been par
ticularly blatant m that Jews: are not penn1tted to pubhsb devobonal hteratu~, have contact 
w1th corebgionisfs abroad, maintain seminancs, or emigrate, and 
WHEREAS. peaceful c:ntJc:s of c:omniurusm within such states are being treated as insane and 
mtemed m psych.tatnc: wards, further subjected to haras:sment ~nd arrest and placed m pnsons, 
and 
WHEREAS, these several c:ondmons generally ex1St, c:ertam examples requ~ mentiomng the 
secret tnals and long PI1SO!l terms given the Reverend George Vms, Baptist muwter, and 
Vlad1DUr Os1pov, an Orthodox Christian and editor of the rehg1ous Joumal, Veeh1! m the 
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USSR, the arrest of pohbcal dissenters such as the Poet Alexander Gmzburg, head of the un
official Helsinki monitonng committee, and further the arrest of Mykola Rudenko, head of 
the Kiev chapter of the same Helsinki group as well as his col1eague, Oleska Tykhy, the de
tention of Valentyn Moroz, the Ukrainian historian, the arrest of the craftsman, Pyotor Ruban, 
the arrest of the Biologist Sergu Kovalev, who ts serving a seven year sentence, the harassment 
of the Poet Konstantin Bogatyrev, and especially the contmued persecunon of Academ1aan 
Andrei Sakharov, all m the USSR, m Yugoslavia where some 600 polmcal pnsoners are being 
held m Jails, m Bulgana where repression 1s very cruel, m Rumama where the Novell.st Paul 
Goma has been persecuted for exposing that country's concentranon camp system, m East 
Germany where some 200,000 persons have been denied the nght to emigrate but the Poet 
\\-olf Bierman was forced mto exile and the Phys1c1·st Robert Haveman has been under arrest, 
m Poland where members of the Workers' Defense Col!lrmttee, especml!y Novelist Jerzy 
Andnzi1ewskt, have been beaten, m Czechoslovakia where President Gustav Husak has led the 
persccuuon of dissenters m his country, parucularly those who signed "Charter 1T' m support 
of the Helsinki Agreemen!_, ~nd 

WHEREAS, to these few spcafic mstances as illustrauons of far more concentrated and sys
tematic efforts to crush pohttcal dissent and religious freedom, we note with dismay the "ecu
memcal appeasement" and "zone of silence" which has prevented open and candid d1ScUS5lons 
of such general and specific commumst violations m the meetings of the World Council of 
Churches, particularly the lack of balance m the World Counol and many of its consutuent 
bodies which note the wrongs in, and perpetrated by, the West, while being conc1batory or 
silent as to the questions of human nghts and rehg1ous freedom m communist dominated areas 
The problem of the persecution of peaceful rehgious and pohncal dissenters m our tune ought 
to be raised 1n all such mtemauonal meeungs where 1t 1s possible to speak to those states which 
are responsible for tha_t penecunon We, especially, menuon here the refusal of the World 
Council of Churches Fifth Assembly at Nairobi, Kenya, m October, 1975, which ref_µsed of
ficially to respond to the appeal of the Reverend Gleb Yakumn and the H1stonan Lev Regelson 
of the USSR which concerned such persecuuon m the Soviet Union 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Assembly of the Chnsuan Church (D1S
c1ples of Chnst) meeung at Kansas City m October, 1977, call attenuon to the violation of 
rehg1ous freedom and human nghts m communist donunated areas, particularly those com
munist states which ratified the Umvenal Declarauon of Human Rights, and even more spe
cifically, those communist states which are signatories of the Final Act of the Helsmk1 Agree
ment 1 e , the Union of Soviet Soc1ahst Repubhcs (USSR), the Pohsh People's Republic, the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Repubhc, the Hune;anan People's Republic, the Soc1abst Rcpubltc of 
Rumarua, the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugosla\1a, the People's Republic of Bulgan.a, the 
German Democratic Repubhc, and asks these states to observe fully basic human nghts which 
their own consutullons also guarantee, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these same countnes be called upon to cease financial, 
vocational, educauonal and other forms of dIScnnunauon, the separation of fam1hes, arrest and 
pnson terms 10 peaceful believers and pohllcal dissenters, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that beheven and pohttcal d1Ssenters be allowed to live m 
accord with their cultural and rehgtous hentages freely and openly, mcludinct the nght to 
pubhsh devotional hteratu:re and have contact with corehg1omsts abroad, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be sent to the Uruted Nauons' Ambassa
dors of the above hsted countnes which are signatones of the Helsmk1 Agreement and to those 
same countries' Ambassadors to the United States, and a copy also sent to the President of the 
Un1ted States, the Secretary of State of the United States, to the Urute-9 States' Ambassador 
to the Umted Nations, and 10 the World Council of Churches, to Dr Ptuhp Potter, General 
Secretary, Geneva, Switzerland 

Un1vers1ty Chnst1an Church 
Normal, llhnots 

The General Board recommends that Resolution No 7745 be dis· 
approved for the following reasons l) the language of the resoluuon 
appears to be argumentative and, at points, maccurate, 2) the content 
of Resolutions No 7725 and No 7726 1s similar to No 7745 in re
spect to human nghts, 3) the General Board disagrees with the 
charactenzatton of the World Council of Churches as appeasing and 
silent upon human nghts issues, behevmg that ample evidence exists 
1Ilustratmg significant and strong advocacy by the World Council on 
behalf of human nghts 1n re~ard to both Communist and non
Communist n.at1ons, and 4) the interpretation of the actions of the 
Na1rob1 A~sembly 1s considered to be an inaccurate portrayal of that 
meettnv; (Debate time 24 minutes) • 
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February, 1977 

I 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

• 
Insensitivity to matters of profound Je'Wlsh concern by the National Council 

of Churches since the Six-Day War in 1967, but especially since the 1973 surprise 
attack by Egypt a.nd Syria, have deeply troubled many American Jews and sympathetic 
Christians. The insensitivity of the NCC is manifest in its recent failure to pro
vide moral leadership in the case of Archbishop Valerian Trifa, who has served on 
the Council's Gov.erning Board, and in continuing evidence of pro-Arab,. anti-Israel 
bias vith respect to the ongoing conflict in th·e Middle East. 

This memorandum summarizes evidence of disturbing NCC activities since the 
1973 Yom Kippur War. It does not include similar evidence of NCC insensitivity 
prior to 1973 -- for example, the NCC public statement concerning the 1967 Six
Day War~ other Council declarations on the Middle East, or the speech delivered 
at the 1972 NCC Triennial General Assembly by Imamu Amiri Barak.a, the well-known 
anti-Semite also kno'W?l as LeRoi Jones. The latter incident caused the Anti
Defamat1on League of B'nai B'rith, an "invited observer," to withdraw from 
attendance at the meeting and to issue a public statement indicating the reasons 
for its Wlthdrawal. 

i. MIDDLE EAST CONCERNS -(a) "Resolution concerning the Middle East," October 15. 1973 

In the face of the surprise attack by Egypt a.pd Syria on Israel while they 
were at prayer on the Day of Atonement, the NCC totally failed to voice any 
moral condemnation of the Arab attack on Israel. Moreover, in the face of a 
~sive Soviet air1i~ of arms to the Arab aggressors, and in the face of a 
desperate Israeli need for U.S. arms resupply, an NCC statement was issued in 
which the General Boar<i#called on the US. and the U.S.S.R. "to effect an im
mediate mutual cessation of arms shipments and other military assistance, either 
directly or indirectly, to the belligerents." Since NCC resolutions carry no 
weight in Moscow, this was tantamount to a call for a ban on arms resuppl~ to 
Israel alone. 

Furthermore, an amendment to the October 15, 1973 NCC resolution "supporting 
the need for Israel to defend its right to exist" was overwhelmingly voted down. 
With re,spect to the NCC resolution, the chairman of the Council's committee on 
reference and counsel denied that it amounted to a call for a unilateral arms 
embargo against Israel, and he referred to Israel's battle for survival, then 
in progress, as merely one of many "isolated instances" about which the NCC 
refrains from passing judgment. 
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(b) "SWASIA" and its Co-Editor. Norton Mezvinsky 

The weekly publication "SWASIA" is produced by the ~hddle East and Europe 
Working Group (MEEWG) of the Division of Overseas M1n1str1es of the NCC. 
"SWASIA" is a pro-Arab propaganda or,gan. Its pro-Arab and pro-Palestinian 
thrust is achieved through careful selection of items published. Items from 
the Arabic press preponderantly reflect off1c1al Arab and PLO viewpoints. 
Items from the Israeli press tend to reflect unfavorably on Israel and Israeli 
policy. "SWASIA" do'Wllplays mainstream Israeli. opinion, except for items se
lected to convey ah impression of Israeli rigidity or intransigence in the 
Arab-Israeli copflict, and instead carries materJ,al that predominantly reflects 
the views of small splinter groups and parties critical of Israeli policy as 
too rigid. 

By its very nature, "SWASIA" is the product of selectivity and inevitably 
reflects the judgment and the biases of the editors who select articles for re
print or inclusion in summaries. Such a publication requires strict objectivity 
if it is to be anything more than a propaganda organ. 

The NCC has chosen Dr. Norton Mezvinsky, long a Jewish anti-Zionist and pro
Palestinian activist, as an editor of "SWASIA. 11 Such a choice not only calls 
into question the objectivity of the publication but reflects ca.llous insensitiv
ity on the pa.rt of the NCC. The NCC's "SWASIA" can lay no claim to objectivity 
Wl.th Dr. Mezv1nsky as co-editor. His selection -- and his continuing as co
editor ot"""SWASIA" -- can only be regarded as a deliberate affront to the Jewish 
commun1ty. 

(c) "SWASIA's" Cooperative Relationship w1th _~IP 

Evidence of the pro-Arab, pro-PLO bias of 11SWASIA" ~nd those in the NCC's 
Midd1e East and Europe Working Group responsible for it can be found in a June, 
1975,, "Dear SWASIA Reader" letter circulated by the Middle Ea.st Research and 
Information Project."' MERIP is a New Left, pro-PLO organization run by "co1lec
tl.ves" in Wash;i..ngton, D.C., and Cambridge, Mass. The fact that "SWASIA's" list 
of subscribers was apparently made available to MERIP for its solicitation in 
June, 1915, is indicative of a cooperative relations~ip between the two pro
Arab and pro-PLO operations. 

(d) "~ASIA" AJ:ticle Defaming the ADL, ~un_e 6. 1975 

"SWASIA" published an unfriendly, if not defamatory, article about the Anti
Defamation League of B'na1 B'rith in its June 6, 1975 issue, entitled "Sorry, the 
Event was Cancelled." The article, translated from the Israeli publication 
11Haolam Hazeh" of April 23, 1975, purported to give the inside story of why sev
eral Israeli lecturers on the Middle East, visiting in the United States, "were 
mysteriously cancelled at the last minute" and included a section, referring to 
the ADL, captioned "Jewish KGB". It asserted that " •.. the organization respon
sible for such tasks bears the innocent name of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 

II 

This article was obviously selected by the editors of "SWASIA" from hundreds 
of available items that had appeared in the Israeli press during a period of 
approximately six veeks. It is noteworthy that the page of the "SWASIA" issue 
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which carried the offensive item contained a. boxed "Note" i_ndicating that 11tr$.ns ... 
lati·ons published in SWASIA a.re chosen to reflect significant and representative 
opinions among the people of Southwest Asia and No:rth Africa" and that "nothing 
in the translatio~s or in SWASIA's news summaries should be constrqed a~ repr~
senting the opim.ons of the Natiom;l Council of Churches or the editors." An 
examination of other issues of "SWASIA" indicates that this demurrer was un
usual before that issue -- and since. 

After ADL conveyed its displeasure to NCC staff memb~rs, the August l, 1975 
issue of ''SWASIA" published an "Addendum" which failed to retract or apologize 
to the ADL for the- inaccurate and insulting item publ~shed in the June 6th issue . 
The ADL subsequently wrote formally to Dr . Claire Randall, General Secretary of 
the NCC, requesting that "SWASIA" publish an apology. Dr. Randaj.l's response 
refleeted no readiness whatsoever to accede to the ADL's request. She claimeq 
that "SWASIA' s" "Addendum,'' -- which merely stated that the offending item was 
11inaccurate," and in fact repeated the anti-ADL slur -- constituted a 11retrac
tion" th~t was "adequate." The ADL did not agree that terming an unfrien!UY 
slur "inaccurate" was adequate retraction, let alone an ~polo~'" 

(e) "SWASIA" A~icles about_ the ~Koe~ig Memor-andum" 

"SWAS:CA's" pro-Arab approach to Middle East concerns vas r-ecently illustrated 
in its handling of articles and items about the so-called "Koen:i,g Mel!lorandum," 
vritten by an Israeli civil servant concerning proposed pol1c1es toward Israeli 
A,raps, ~nich Prime Minister Rabin said in no way reflecteg official Israeli govern
ment policy. Beginning with its Septepiber 17, 1976 issue, "SWASIA" played up the 
subject, ultl.lilatel¥ devoting the entire issue of October 15, 1976 to it. Indeed, 
"SWASIA" reprinted- the entire memorandum. 

The ADL vrote to Dr. Randall indicating that pubh.cation of the "Koenig Memo
randum" by "SWASIA" representeg a "cheap spot" at Israel and was "deliberate and 
dishonest" iQ faili~g to set the story in perspective. Dr. Randall responded that 
she was informed br'Mr Richard Butler, MEEWG's Director, that "SWASl,A's" h~dling 
of the story was "deliberate" but that tne "deliberateness was not. of the variety" 
suggested by the ADL ADL in turn replied that Butler's comments simply confirmed 
that "SWASIA" reflects the bias of the people who edit it. 

(f) '1SWASIA" Article Defaming American ~ews, Dec~b':_r._11+ 1976 

11SWASIA's" distortion of the Middle East confUct was furt}ler il.lustrateq in 
its selection and publicatiop on Decembe~ 17, 1976, of an editorial defaming 
American Jews entitled "What Do We Expect From America" taken from 11Al-Quds," an 
East Jerusalem Arabic language paper The editorial stated in pa.rt. "We expect 
the United States to stand firm ag~1nst the A?uerican Jews, and to demand that 
they be loyal in everything to the American flag first." Not only does such a 
statement transmit Arab propaganda at ~ts most Ql~te.nt b~t it maliciously calls 
into question the loyalty of American Jews to the United States -- a theme promoted 
for decades by the most vicious Jew-baiters in the U.S . and elsewhere a.round the 
world., 
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(g) The MEEWG and the Office on Christ1an-Jewish Relations 

In contrast to the extremely modest budget and proglZSm of the Office on 
Christian-Jewish Relations, the NCC's Middle East and Europe WQrking Group, a 
new incarnation of earlier departments dealing principally with the Middle 
F.ast within the f'ramework of the National Council's Division of Overseas Minis
tries, was eJtpanded. Although parallel grants presupposed ~n even-handed 
operation and equality of priorities, the Office on Christian-Jewish Relations 
has barely scraped by the pa.st three years while, in contrast, the "part time" 
field representative of the MEEWG has traveled coast to coast, setting up semi
nars on the Middle East, some of which have not fairly presented Israel's case 
or the concerns of .American Jews for Israel's survival as an independent Jewish 
State, legally and morally entitled to recognition by the Arabs and to live in 
peace. 

(h) MEEWG Seminars, Publication and Materials 

Some of the seminars conducted by the MEEWG around the country have been 
decidedly OQe-sided in their pro-Arab content, creating an •atmosphere of hope
lessness about any Middle East solution in which Israel would continue to exist 
as an independent, recognized Jewish State -- the very opposite of reconcilia
tion,, the clal.l!!ed purpose of the seminars. Moreover, "Middle East Briefing, 11 

a 16-page tabloid issued by the MEEWG early in 1975, was heavily weighted on 
the ArabJa.J.estinian side, despite a fev articles friendly, or even-handed, 
with respect to Israel. The bias of "Middle East Briefing" was evident in a 
listing of suggested books, films and periodicals it carried that was weighted 
in favor of pro-Palestinian materials. Espe·cially one-sided was a list of 
recommended. periodicals. In addition, a poem by an Israeli included in the 
material r-eflected a harsh and bloodth!rsty attitude toward Arabs. 

On another occasion in 1975, a portfolio of articles and newspaper stories 
on the Middle East WJS distributed by the MEEWG with a preponderant number of 
items hostile to the Israeli position. In addition, the MEEWG has extended 
invitations to guest speakers from the Middle East to address NCC staff, and 
these speakers have invariably represented pro-Arab, pro-PLO viewpoints. Prom
inent in the participation of these meetings have been several officials of 
pro-PLO organizations which have offices in the Interchurch Center building. 
One such group, Americans for Middle East Understanding (AMEU) has used material 
from "SWASIA" -to supplement material it publishes in its own pro-Arab, pro-PLO 
publication, "Link," which, at one time, also offered to supply its readers in.th 
additional copies of "Middle East Briefing." (AMEU, formed after the Six-Day 
War, has received substantial f'unding from the Arabian-American Oil Co. /ARAMC07 
and other major oil firms.) - -. 

(i) NCC "Middle East !larking Forum," April, 1975 

In December, 1974, Dr. Randall was directed by the Executive Committee of 
the NCC to convene a forum on the Middle East "where ecumenical and denomination
al concerns may be explored and objectives pursued within a 'tote..l strategy' 11

• 

The forum was held in mid-April, 1975 at the Mt. Augustine Retreat Center in 
Staten Island, N.Y. Some 50 perSQns attended. With the exception of a fewvoices 
ce..lling for sympathetic understanding of Jev1sh concern:s and the State of Israel, 
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the tone of the meeting was strongly pro-PLO, and those who attended included a 
noticeable a~xture of pro-Arab and pro-PLO activists. The seminar participants -
heard :ful~nations against Israel, and attempts were made .to smother any dissenting 
pro-I~rael viewpoints. 

• 
As ~ resul.t, this seminar recommended that, §S of January 1, 1976, the National 

Co~cil of Churches set up a special office in Washington, D.C., to "effect lobbying 
and distribute inf'ormation." While this proposal. has apparently not yet been im
plemented, the plan for a pro-Arab, pro-PLO lobbying office symbolizes the present 
NCC trend and the pro-Arab, pro-PLO direction which NCC and denominational staff 
dealin,g with Middle East matters have been taking. 

(j) MEEWG Director Joins ANERA Board of Directors 

The pro-Arab, pro-PLO direction being taken by the NCC and its denominational 
staff is still further illustrated by the 1976 election of Richard Butler to the 
Board of Directors of American Near East Refugee Aid, Inc. (ANERA). Mr Butler is 
Director for the MEEWG of the NCC's Division of Overseas Ministries, and he is re
sponsible for "SWASIA " The Washington, D. C. -based At'IBRA, despite its declared 
role as a charitable and educational organization, has had a propaganda impact on 
the American scene vith respect to the Middle East tqrough its ongoing efforts to 
r8.l.se funds for the Arab Palestinians In March, J,.974, the respected "Congressional 
Quarterly Weekly Report" named ANERA as part of the "Arab lobby" in the U.S. 

(k) ·MEEWG Directo~ Propiotes Quaker-Sponsored_ Qonferen~e 

A December 2, 1976 "Dear Friend" letter from the American Friends Service Com
mittee, Inc., promoted and encouraged part1c1pat1on in a Quaker-sponsored pro-Arab, 
pro•PLO conference set for nud-February, 1977, which was scheduled to be addressed, 
among others, by Sabri Jiry1s, a top PLO official. (in the Fall of 1976, Jiryis 
was ordered to leave the U.S for possession of a fraudulent passport ) The AFSC 
letter indicated that Richard Butler and others called by him to a IDeeting at the 
National Council of ci1urches had consented to urge "key Midqle East people across 
the country" to promote the Quaker-sponsored conference, and to share with the 
AFSC "the names of those people." Moreover, an AFSC promotional brochure for its 
scheduled meeting, entitled '''The New Imperative For Isra~li-Palestinian Peace A 
Learning and Organizing Conference on the US. and the Middle East," listed Butler 
as a participant, and identified him as an NCC official 

(1) NCC Midgle E~st Studies 

The November 22, 1976 issue of "Action," a publication of tbe Action Committee 
on American-Arab Relations, headed by Mohammed Mehdi, a long-time spokesman in the 
U.S. for the Arab cause, stated that, folloving a plea by Frank Maria, a pro-Arab 
activist on the Governing Board of the NCC, the Council's Executive Committee voted 
to request that work begin on two studies. "The first," said "Action," "was a. study 
of the violations of human rights and international law by Israel within Israel and 
in the occupied territories, and the second was a study of the detrimental influence 
of the unresolved Arab/Israel conflict on church and society in the U S A. 11 "Action" 
added that the study of violations of human rights had been enlarged "to include be
sides Israel and the Israeli occupied Arab territories, Syria, Egypt, Jordan and 
Lebanon which border on Israel " No other Arab countries, however, vere included 
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For several years prior to October, 1976, when the matter was forcefully 
brought to ~ts attention, the National. Council of Churcbes failed to come to 
grips with the moral challenge confronting it by the membership on its Gov~rntng 
Board of Archbishop Tr1fa of the Orthodox Church in America. Tr+fa allegedly 
tooR part in atrocities against Jevs and Christians in Rumania during Wor.J.d War II 
as a member of the Iron Guard, the green-shirted combat arm of the Legion of the 
Archangel Michael, a mystical Rumanian Fascist movement. Despite protests, the 
NCC failed to expel or suspend Trifa from its Governing Board. 

In October, 1976, Jewish youths protested ~rifa's membership on the NCC 
Governing Board. As a result, the Governing Board referred th~ matter to its 
credentials committee. They held that Tr1fa was a member in good standing of 
the Orthodox Church in America and that his church had sel~cted him to represent 
them on the Governing Board. Dr Randall noted that the NCC constitution did 
not permit the Bo,ard to expel a member. She added that even if it did s[le couid 
not bell.eve tpat the Board "would do so on the kind of undocumented charges" 
against Trifa that "they actually had before them 11 

One week lat.er, coincidental. vi th another non-violent protest by Jewish 
youths at the NCC headquarters in Nev York to protest the Council's refUsal to 
oust Trif~ NCC President William P . Thompson stated that charges against Trifa 
had been investigated twice by U.S. immigration authorities and twice by Trifa's 
Orthodox Church and that the charges had "not been substantiated " He a.ddea that 
the NCC was "not a court" and that the Board did not have the al.!thori ty to unseat Tri fa. 

The MCC's apparent abdication of its moral responsib1llty did not go unnoticed 
in the Christ,!an conununity. The Committee on Christian Unity of the Reformed Ch~ch 
in America (RCA), for instance, publicly criticized the NCC Board's responsetothe 
protests against Trif~ and his continued membership on its Boa.rel_ The RCA commJ.ttee 
called the NCC Board's position "spiri tual.ly and morall,y untenable." In addit;f.on, 
the RCA committee crit1c1zed the Governing Board for its failure to undertake a 
full investigation of the facts concerning Trifa. 

On October 20, 1976, the NCC' s top staff cabinet met in New York vi th the JeWJ.sh 
protesters to consider the Tr1fa matter and at'ter an eight-hour meeting urged that 
a.n emergency meeting of the Executive Co?Q!Ilittee of the NCC Board be he~d a~ soon as 
possible. The senior ,staff cabinet said that~ in its opinion, ''the allegations 
against Archbishop Valerian Trifa are so serious that the moral responsibility 
of the Council is being challenged. 11 

The resulting special session of the NCC Execut~ve Conmuttee failed once again 
to come to grips vith the profoundly moral issue posed by the membership on its 
Board of Trifa. The Conmuttee proposed that Trifa be asked to suspend himself as 
a member of the Board pending the disposition of the charges against him, and that 
an Orthodox Church committee be appointed to study the case. 

With the OCA colllIIll.ttee subsequently set up to fact-find the charges against 
Tri:t'a not anticipating completion of its work before March, 1917, the NCC reques"ted 
a "progress report" for its February 4, 1977 Executive Comnuttee meeting. At that 
meeting, Father Leonid Kishkovsky, representative of the Orthodox Church, announced 
that "in viev of the atmosphere surrounding the case e.nd person of Archbishop Trifa 
in the National Council of Churches," the Archbishop wouJ.d "not take part in the 
Council's work nor attend meetings of the Governing Board until further notice." 
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A statement issued at the same time by the Executive .Committee of the 
NCC accepted "the assurance of the Orthodox Church in America that Archbishop 
Valerian Tr1f'a will not function as a member of' the Governing Boa.rd of the 
National Council of Churches during the investigat~on nov being conducted by 
the Orthodox Church in America and by the investigation connected with the 
ll tiga.tion in the United St ates courts. 11 The NCC statement added "Indeed, 
it is our conviction that he should not do so because of the serious moral 
implications of the allegations against him. 11 

Thus, as the New York "Times" reported, the Orthodox Church "in effect" 
suspended Trifa from the Governing Board of the NCC. Trifa said he did not 
consider himself' suspended but would comply vi th the "wishes of my church," 
according to the "Times." Tbe Religious News Service stated that Father 
Kishkovsky and the NCC executives stressed to newsmen that they were not 
describing the action taken as a suspension of Archbishop Trifa. NCC 
President William P. Thompson added, hovever, that he considered 11the 
practical effect of the action to be identical with what might have happened 
if the word 'suspension' had been used " 

Despite the foregoing, however, the fact remaips that the National 
Council of Churches fa.l.led to demonstrate moral leadership in the Trifa 
case and reacted only when outside pressure made its previous position 
no longer~enable 
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March 29, 1977 

Dear Fr1end ,- -

The Synagogue Council of America and the National Council of Churches 
have JOiaed in sponsoring Interfaith Forum, a series of bimonthly 
discussions on maJor issues in interfaith relations. We hope that 
this new proJect will prove to be an important development in 
Jewish-Christian sharing. 

We are inviting a limited number of religious leaders active in 
synagogue and church life, professional and lay, and academicians with 
an interest in this field, to become "members" of the Forum. 

w,e invite you to attend the second meeting of Interfai.th Forum, 
Thursday May 19, at the National Council of Chu~ches. 

The theme of this second session will be The Holocaust Jeui.sh and 
Chnsti.an Reli.gi.ous Responses Following a light luncheon, 
Professor Irving r,reenberg and the Reverend William H. Harter will briefly 
address the topic. A discussion among the participants will follow. 

We look forward to your participation with us. An envelope is provided 
for you to send back your acceptance of this invitation. 

Sincerely, 

D:&Q,~(f.D~ 
Dr. William I . Weiler 
Office on Chr~sti.an-Jewi.sh Relati.ons 
Nati.anal Counci.Z of Churches 

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
Corrumttee on Interreli.gi.ous Affa:i~s 
Synagogue Counci. l of Amen ca 

CJ 
The Office on Chnst1an.Jew1sh Relations 
475 R 1vers1de Drive, Room 872 
New York, NY 10027 

Tel (212) 870-2229 --
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Feb. 14-24 

Wed., F·eb. 16 

Feb. 16-18 

Feb. 21-24 

Wed., Mar. 2 

Wed., Mar. 2 

-Thu. ,- Mar. 3 

Mar. 6-8 

Mar. 7-28 

Tue., Mar. 8 

Tue., Mar. 29 

f.hddZe East Study Mz.,ss~on, National Coqncil Qf Churches/CORLE 
and Amer-ican Jerrlsh C.ommittee 

l '--------~-·-----
Advisory Commtttee Meeting, Off~ce on C'h-rrz,st~an-Jewish Relations 
NCC, New York, 10 · 00 - 3:00 

National Workshop on Chr>1-stian Un~ty 
Mutuality ~n Chr>1-st~an _Un~ty, Pittsburgh 

F~rst Je-pusalem Conference of Ch'I"l,st~ana and Israei~s 

The Book of Ruth· Textual Anal.ys-z,s 
Jewish-Christian Biole Study, 1Columbia University, 4: 30-6:30 

2nd PhiZadeZph~a Conference on the Holocaust 
Human.~21-ng America A Post-Hotocaust Imperat~ve 

ADL Princeton Academic Sem~nar on Juda1-sm 
Princeton Theological Seminary 

March 1977 

NCC/SCA B~-monthZy Discussion Group 
Synagogue Council of America, New York, 12:30-i3~3g _ 

The Book of Ruth· ruo Women in a Man 'a Wortd 
Columbia University, 4:30-6:30 

' Pu:t>im begins at sundown. -

Annua 7, Sc ho Zar 's Conference on the Chu:r>ch Strougg Ze and the 
Holocaust, Loew's Summ:S.t Hotel, New York 

Mid.die East Study Vi.si.t, National Council of Churches 

The Book of Ruth The Later Use of Ruth in Art 
Col~bia University, 4:30-6:30 

Music of Passover, with Cantor Tilman of Jewish Theological 
Seminary, National Council of Churches~ 12:00-12:30 
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Sat., Apr. 2 

Fri., Apr. 8 

sun.' Apr. 10 

Fri., Apr. 15 

Fri., Apr. 15 

Apr. 19-21 

Thu,, Apr. 21 

Sat. , Apr. 23 

Sun., May 1 

May 2-5 

May 3-4 

Sun., May 8 

Mon., May 9 

May 15-17 

Thu., May 19 

-
Sun., May 22 

May 25-Jun. 15 

Jun. i-10 

Jun. 8-12 

Jun. 20-23 
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April 19?7 

Passover beg-z,ns at sundoum. 

Good Friday 

EasteT' Sunday 

!'om Haehoah (Holoaauat Day) 

Vtstt of Father Col'neltus R'l-jk, NCC, 12·00 

LiVt-ng Together in an Age of Pluralism 
National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations, Detroit 
Rabbi Ja):,ob Petuchowski and Bishop John Bq~t 

Obser-vance of Israeli Independenae lJay 

Israel Study GT'oup, New York 

May 1977 

Sohdar-ity Sunday foP Soviet Jewrry 

NCC E~ecut~ve Cornrrrittee and Governing Board. Meeting 

Bases and Boundar-z-es of the Jewish-C'hrt-sttan-Musltm Dialogues 
Graymoor Ecumenical Institute, Graymoor Center, Garrison, New York 

Exploration of Williamsburg, New York 
Advisoty Committee, Office on Christian-JeWish Relations 
Professor Michael Wyschogrod 

Advisory Committee Meeting, Offtae on Christian-Jewish Relations 
NCC, New York, 10:00-3:00 

National Conferenae of Christians and Jews 
Inte!'l'elig-t.-ous Conference, Philadelphia 

NCC/SCA Eh-monthly Dtscusston Group 
National Council of Churches, 12:30-3:30 

Sha.JJ:uat (~ish Pentecost) begins at sundOtVrt. 

Annual Middle East Trtp, Seton Hall Un'l-vei-si.ty
1 

London, Dachau, Israel ' 

June 1977 

ADL Vanderb~lt Graduate Summer Inst~tute on Juda.~sm 
Vanderbilt Div~nity School, Nashville, Tennessee 

West German Ch'U:l'ah AssembZy (Kirchentag), Berlin 

Consultation on the Church and the Jewish PeopZe 
World Council of Churches, Jerusalem 



THE OFFICE ON 
CHRISTIAN-JEWISH REL.A TIONS 
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

-·~ 

invites you to take part· 

Tuesday, April 5 at 12 noon 
8th Floor Conference Room, 475 Riverside Drive 
'Father Marcel DuBois 
Professor of Philosophy at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem 
Jud.crz,sm and Israet acaording to Christian Theology 

Father DuBois, a Dominican from France, now a citizen of Israel, is a 
frequent lecturer at Ecole Biblique and the Ecumenical Institute in 
Jerusalem. 

Bring your ltnch. Coffee will be served. 

Friday, April 15 at 12 noon 
Holocaust Remembrance Service 
Interchutch Chapel, First Floor, 475 Riverside Drive 

An interfaith service will commemorate the destruction of European Jewry 
during the Nazi Holocaust • 

. After the service, Father Cornelius Pijk 
Former director of the Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish Relations, 
presently dir£ctor 9£ the International Judaeo-Christian Documentation 
Service, Rom~, will address the group. 

Solidarity Sunday, May 1 at 11:00 a.m. 

Join with the Interret~gious Task Forae on Sov~et Jewry in a 
demonstration of solidarity with the Jews of the Soviet Union. 

Meet at 11 a.m. on Broadway between Vesey and Fulton Streets for the 
m~rch to Batt~ry Park and the rally which follows. 
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O:FFICE ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 

Meeting of the Advisory Committee 
Febr~ary 7, 1977 from 10:00 a.~. to 3:00 p.m. 

475 Riverstde Drive Fifth Floor Conference Room 

Agenda 

I Welcome to the m~et1ng by Isaac Rottenberg 
II Words of Torah, William Weiler 
III Report of the Director, William Weiler 
IV C~lendar of Events 
V Minutes of the previous meeting, November I, 1976 
VI Old Business 
VII New ~usiness 
VIII Lunch and Discussion 
IX AdJournment 

Next meet~ng. MondayJ May 9J Z977, 10·00 to 3:00 

T"hose attend~ng Those absent 

Cynthia Bronson 
-----_.., ---R-ic.harg_ ~.itJ,.er --- - (moniing-§e~s1on) __ __ ~--

feter Day (morning s~ssion) 
Rachel Davis DuBois 
Eva f leisch!ler 
William Harter 
Mary Ellen Philbin 
Ruth Prudente 
Claire Randal,! 
1 ,s~~c Rottenberg 
J,~mes Rudin 
Landrum Shields 
Robert Torbet 
Ann Patrick Ware 
Willi~ Weiler 

(for Howard Schomer) 
(for ·Robert Hus ton) 
(afte~noon session) 

(guest, afternoon session) 

Michael Wyschogrod (guest, afternoon session) 

~<_iwa~~ Flaµhety 
~-Rooert- l!usfcfn- -

Howard Schomer 
John Sheerin 
Robert L. Turnipseed 
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Next Advisory Committee Meeting: 

Monday, ~ay 9, 1977 
8th Floor Conference Room 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

OFFICE ON CHRISTIAN~JEWISH RELATIONS 
ADVISORY COMJ.fITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting of Febr,uary 7, 1977 

The meeting was opened at 10:15 by I~aac Rottenberg, who led the group 
in prayer. William Weiler then introduced ~at'Y Ell~n Philbin, who was 
attending in place of Howard Schomer, and Ruth Prudente, who represented 
Robert Huston. 

Words of Torah followed, during which Dr. Weiler i~troduced the members 
to Nahum ben r.imzo, who was led upon numerous occasions to declare, 
"Gam zo letoval", "Even this j.s for the good!", sometimes to the 
surprise of his listeners. 

With the consent of the Chairman, Dr. Weiler then continued with the 
Report of the Director, placing the minutes and calendar of events 
further ahead on the agenda. 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

1. Study of Human Rights in the MiddJ,.e }ast 

At its last meeting on Novemper l, 1976, the Adviso??y Committee made 
two resolutions in connection with the NCC Executive Committee's request 
that the OCJR and the DOM Middle East Committee conduct a study of 
alleged violations of human rights in the Middle East (Minutes of 
November 1, 1976, p.2 and 3). As resolved, the director conferred with 
Mr. Richard Butler of the Middle East Committee. Mr. Butler presented a 
report to the Executive Committee at its February 4 meeting which raised 
questions about the advisability and practicality of such a study. The 
Executive ColDilll.ttee accepted the report and requested that a ~ummary of 
existing studies and a bibliography be made available for further infor
mation and cons~deration of the question. 

2. Funding of the OCJR for 1977~78 

Funding from three denominations for the first time (ABC, UCC, UPUSA), 
as well as ipcreased pledges from the United Methodist Church and the 
Episcopal Church and a grant from the Aquinas Foundation for the National 
Workshop in April, will enable the Office to continue through 1977. The 
director stressed, however, that the financial crisis of the Office was 
far from over; without increased funding for 1978, the view is dismal. 

3. Program Activities of the Office 

The director outl~ned recent and forthcoming activities of the Office 
(saving the activities connected with the Trifa issue for a later section 
of the report). The Overseas Ministries Study Center Seminar, Chnst'l-ans 
and Jews Shcwz,ng Their Paith and Trad'it'ions , which took place Jan. 17-2 L, 
received national advertising and drew an average 0£ 22 participants over 
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the week. Brochures are now in preparation for the National Workshop, 
April 19-21. The Aquinas Foundation of New York has awarded the Office 
a grant of $1000.00 for this event. The Office will participate in the 
planning for the 1979-80 Friendship Press the@e, }lfiddZe East MOS(l'l,c. 

The December issue of Engage/SocnaZ Action contained a bibliography 
prepared by the director, whose help was snught also in coordinating the 
E/SA Forwn which focussed on Christian-Jewish Relations. 

4. Developments in the Issue Involving Archbishop Valerian Trifa 

Throughout the months in which this issue has loomed so large, the 
Office has engaged in continuing communication with constituency, staff, 
the Jewish community, and the public at large, through information mailings, 
letters, telephone calls, and personal visits. The Office has convened a 
number of meetings initiated by leaders in the Jewish conununity who wished 
to meet with NCC leadership for clarification of the Trifa affair: with the 
Synagogue Council in November and Febrcuary, and with the National Jewish 
Community Relations Advisory Council ;i..n D1ecember. Informal meetings have 
taken place with leaders of the Orthodox Church in America and others. The 
Office served in the management of confl!Ct on two occasions when members 
of Concerned Jewish Youth visited the Interchurch Center: on December 16 
for a rally outside the building, and on January 24 for a memorial service 
in the first floor lounge. These visits wete taken serio~sly, with regard 
both for protecting life, limb, and property, and for giving the visitors 
a hearing. There were no arrests, though police were notified and present 
on both occasions. There was on-going communication, direct and indirect, -
with Concerned Jewish Youth in order to convey infOflll~tion, dispel false 
reports, and maintain a level of trust wbich served to diffuse tempers. A 
final aspect of the work of the Office throughout these months has been to 
assist the President and General SecrP.ta~ in planning strategy which would 
tn0ve the issue to resolution. 

5. Prospects for the Future 

The director noted that ·with t-he pr~ssures of the en.sis situat!-on, 
program planning and the exploration for funding had suffered. These 
will necessarily be priorities in the future work of the Office. As a 
result of the Trifa c~isis, the need for Chr1stian-Jew1sh relations in the 
form of ongoing exchange is seen more clearly by some. There is hope for 
a wider spectrum of Christian cooperation, particularly among Orthodox 
Christians. There is need for continuing and further cultivation of 
leadership; though the crisis experience may have helped some to see the 
need for Christian-Jewish relations in a new light, i .t also revealed again 
that much lack of understanding and e~athy remains. The overn~ght retreat 

ed with the Synagogue Council of America is ~n effort tg meet 
t is problem. The nee to coopera e wtth other agencies in the field of 
Christian-Jewish relations is also present. 

Tiie director outlined the plans for programs with the Synagogue Council of 
America. These include a oimonthly discu~sion group Interfaith Forwn for 
staff workers, Eastors'; lay persons and academicians in the New iotk area 
to discuss issues of common concern. The fiist meeting will be held on 
March 2 at the SCA. The second, on May 19, will be at the NCC. Also 
underway is the New York Ra~nbow Group, a bimonthly gathering of Christian 
and Jewish scholars in the New York area to be patt-erned after the 
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Jerusalem Rainbow Group. A planning team is now at work preparing the 
first of these sessions for October 1977. The third common pro1ect is 
an overn~ght retreat for abo~t 30 policymakers from both conununities. 
Desi~ned -to be an experience DI shat 1ng 111 a warm ana relaxed atmosphere, 
thts will take place at Seabury House in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
October 30 and 31, 1977. 

In response to the director's report, the Committee noted its concern 
that the necessary groundwork take place so that the programs planned 
with th? Synagogue Council are not attended only by those whose concern 
and sympathy for Christian-Jewish sharing is already evident. Discussion 
revealed a strong feeling that commitments from people must be secured 
soon in order to capitalize on the heightened awareness of recent months. 

The chairman reiterated the point that there is substantial opportunity 
now for honest and more open dialogue with the Jewish community, and 
that this opportunity must not be lost. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Dick Butler reported on plans for the NCC Middle East Study Tour, 
March 7-28. He hoped for participation from members of the Committee or 
others knowtltO them. The plan of the trip is to keep a continual check 
o~ the perspectives on the Middle East brought by the travelers and de
veloped along the way, i .n hope that the trip experience will enable 
participants to become reconciling forces. 

William Harter reported on the progress of the First Conference of 
Christians and Israelis, scheduled for Feb. 14-28, noting that it would 
be the first conference to focus on the theological meaning of the state 
of Israel. 

Ann Patrick Ware noted that May 1 is Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jewry, 
and that it should appear on the OCjR Calendar of Events. She also 
~uggested that t he Office plan a commemorative service for Yom Hashoah 
on April 15. 

The Committee discussed the trip to Williamsburg planned for Sunday, May 8. 
It was felt th~t rental of a bus was not necessary. Also, if spouses or 
friends of members wished to come along, there would be no problem as long 
as the group did not become too large. 

MINUTES 

The llll.nutes of the meeting of November 1 were approved. 

Dick Butler, who had not been present when the subJect arcse earlier in 
the meeting, spoke about the Middle East Human Rights Study requested by 
the Executive Coimllittee at its October 7 meeting. He reviewed the steps 
that had been taken so far, and interpreted the action of the Executive 
Committee. ije stressed the value of ~areful study before any resolutions 
are made by the body. He and William Weiler will continue to work together 
to prep~re the documentation requested fo·r the May Executive Commi t ,tee 
meeting. 
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OLD BUS~SS 

Rachel DuBoJs reported that the National Conference of Christians apd 
Jews W?.l> p],aP,ning to implement the Grass Root;s P!~lQ.gu~ ProJect which 
she had designed apd Q~recteq. The Committee t;hen resolved that: 

Member~ of the AdvJsory Computtee of the 
Office on Ch~ist~an-Jewish Relat~ons deeply 
appreciate the implementation by the National 
Conference of Christi~ns and Jew~ of the 

·Grass Roots ProJect on Interfazth Rel~tionshtps, 
a pilot proJect under the direction of 
Dr. Rachel Davis DuBois. 

The Director reported that the proposed change in the NCC By-Laws to 
include the Office on Christi~n-Jewish Relations h~s met with the 
approval of the General Secretary, who noted that the Washington Office 
was also not included in the By-Laws and ought to be. She has directed 
the proposal back to the Office of Research, Evaluation and Plannin~ for 
proper wQrdiog. 

The Coimtj.ttee then dtscussed how to present the proposal to the 
Govert!ing ~o~~d~ An P~trick Ware r~pded the members of the work of the 
Theologic~l T~k Force, which had ~lre~dy s~gg~sted that a the9logical prPsen
tation be made in connection with the By-Law~ change. Now, par~icularly, 
was an ' opportunity for consciQu~Qess raising at the Govern~ng Board. All 
agreed on t~e urg~ncy of bringing it before the Governing Board 
session in May. The question was raised as to what would happen if the 
proposal did not pass. It was suggested that the proposal bg tak~n first 
to the Executive Committee; if they gave !t ey~n ap ipfQrmal blessing, it 
would h~lp a great deal at the Plenum. The Chairman made cleat his 
willingness to work on strategy, f~miliarize himself w~th the procedures, 
and make the presentation to the Governing ~oard . 

'fhis ,t:op+c ra:f,.s~d questions about the funding of the Office. What would 
such a cnafige itiiply about the funds available from the NCC? Would 
contributions to the OCJR the4 be counted a~ contribut~ops to the 
General Program ~udget of tbe NCC? 

The Th~ological Task Force agreed to meet on February is at l p.m. ifi 
Isaac Rottenberg's office to discuss these questions further. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Noting the_ roj ected pla11s fot" dj.alogue with th~ S n~gogue Coun~l!l of 
America:- members o - ee expresse concern about the sensitivity 
of' other long-tlme dtal;ogue partner$. Ag~in, the -que~t:ion arose about 
how the ~fU:ce and the Committee ,ought to reJ.ate to t .P.e J~w:l.sh community. 
Even the appearance of seeming to choose with whom the OCJR or NCC wishes 
to speak must be avoided, but how can thi~ be ~one without g~id~nce from 
the Jewish co~unity itself? The Co1Illlll.ttee agreed that a letter sent to 
institutional patt:ners t?o assure ~he c9ntinuing interest and appreciation 
of the OCJR would be helpful. 
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Some discussion followed about freeing more meeting time for the 
explor~t1on of questions which impinge deeply on the future directions 
of the Office. Members requested that more material be sent in ad~nce 
of the meeting so that time could be saved for other agenda topics. 

LUNCH AND DISCUSSION 

James Rudin and Michael Wyschogrod 3oined the Co~ttee for lunch and 
the discussion which followed. Rabbi Rudin noted that the events and 
issues surrounding Archbishop Trifa's presence had raised the NCC's 
sensitivities to the Holocaust, and that more needed to be done in this 
area. Professor Wyschogrod felt that the reaction of the Jewish 
community over the past few months revealed that their expectations of 
the Council had actually risen; the expressions of outrage were an 
indication of increased trust and hope. An informal discussion flowed 
f~o~ these statements, which touched on many areas where dialogue is 
needed between the two communities. 

Robert Torbet posed to the guests the question of how the NCC, itself 
a pluralistic body, can enter into dialogue with the Jewish community 
without seeming to determine for itself who the Jewish partners are. 
H~ suggested that discussion of this question might be appropriate as_ 
a future agenda item. Michael Wyschogrod suggested that a written 
portrait of the Jewish community could be developed for further 
understanding. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting ad3ourned at 3:00 p.m. The next meeting of the 
Advisory Committee is scheduled for May 9, 1977, from 10 00 a.m. tp 
from 10·00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Eighth Floor Conference Room. 



THE OFFICE ON 
CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

February 14, 1977 

Dear Friend, 

The National Council of Churches and the Synagogue Council of America 
have joined in sponsoring Interfcrith Forum, a series of bimonthly 
discussions on major issues in interfaith relations. We hope that 
this new project will prove to be an important development in 
Christian-Jewish sharing. 

We are inviting a limited number of religious leaders active in 
synagogue and church life, professional and lay, and academicians 
with an interest in this field, to become "members" of the Forum. 

We are writing to invite you to become a member of Interfaith Forrum, 
whose first meeting will take place Wednesday, March 2, from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m., at the Synagogue Council of America, 
432 Park Avenue South, New York City. 

The theme of the first session will be, Is Auschun,ta the beginning 
of a neu> era? Following a light luncheon, Professors Eva Fleischner 
and Ismar Schorsch will briefly address the topic. A discussion 
among the participants will follow. 

The second meeting of the Interfaith Fo'PUTTI will be held at the 
National Council oi Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York City, 
Titursday May 19 at 12:30. 

An envelope is provided for you to send back your acceptance of 
this invitation. 

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
Committee on Interreligious Affcris 
Synagogue Counai i o 1' Amer>iaa 

Sincerely, 

Dr. William L. ler 
Offiae on Ch:Pistian-Jeunsh Beiat~ons 
National CouncnZ of Churches 

The Office on Chnltlan.Jewlsh Relations 
475 R1.arsrde Drive, Room 872 
New York, NY 10027 

Tel (212) 870-2229 



interfaith forum 

IS AUSCHWITZ THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA? 

An informal discussion led by Professor Eva Fleischner and 
Professor Ismar Schorsch 

Wednesday, March 2, 1977 
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Synagofue Council of America 
432 Park venue South, New York City 

You are welcome to take part in this informal 
discussion group. Following a light luncheon, 
Professors Fleischner and Schorsch will briefly 
address the topic and lead the participants in 
discussion. 

This is the first in a series of 
bimonthly discussions sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches 
and the Synagogue Council of America. 

The second meeting of the 
Forum will b~ held at the 
National Council of Churches, 
Thursday, May 19 at 12:30 p.m. 

( 

For information call the NCC (212) 870-2229 or the SCA (212) 686-8670. 

Kindly tear off the form below and return it in the envelope provided. 

Dear Dr . Weiler, 

I look forward to attending the INTERFAITH FORUM at the 
Synagogue Council of America on Wednesday, March 2, beginning 
with the luncheon at 12:30. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date August 19, 1976 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbal.Ull 

tram Rabbi A. James Rudin 

subject 

IMPORTANT 

The enclosed is a copy of Capon 
Jeffrey Cave's sermon of August 15th in 
which he comes out strongly against the 
inclusion of the "reproaches" in the new 
Episcopal Church Praye~bpok and Hymn~l. 

As you know, I supplied him with 
much of the background material and he 
has expressed personal thanks to me for 
the help. We may want to issue a state
ment welcOtlling his sermon. What do you 
think? In apy event, it should be done 
as soon as possible. 

Aside from a few inaccuracies -
"The Talmud is the Jews' equivalent ·oi 
The New Testament" it is basically a good 
sermon and given the setting in which it 
was delivered, it takes on special :lm
portance. 

AJR:FM 
Encl. 

cc·. B · h rant coopersmi.t 
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From: Washington Cathedral 
Mount Saint Alban 
Washington DC 20016 
Nancy S. Montgomery 
966-3500 -

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Reverend Canon Jeffrey P Cave, in a sermon preach-

ed today (Supday, August 15) at Washington Cathedral, issued 

a strong plea for a·modern-day crusade against anti-semitism . 
..... 

none can only say that anything which serves to dis-

credit the Jews among followers of Christ is an insult to 

Jesus," Canon Cave said . He went on to fault the inclusion 

of the "reproaches" --- an ancient hynm --- in the new 

Episcopal Church Prayer Book Hymnal to be voted on at the 

General Convention of the Episcopal Church in Minneapolis in 

September. "The hymn is a poem of a dialogue of Jesus 

with the Jews. 'Dialogue' is a polite word . . . it is a 

harangue against the Jews," Canon Cave said. 

In his introduction Canon Cave mentioned the two 

hundredth anniversary of the death of Francis Salvador, ~he 

first Jew to die for this country. He was scalped in an 

ambush on August 1st, 1776 

The full text of Canon Cave's sermon is enclosed. 

#####it# 

' \ 

\ 
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Sermon p~£.<.ld1ed by 
Canon Jeffrey P. Cave at 
Washington Cathedral 
Mount Saint Alban, Washington, D. c. 
11 arn--August 15, 1976 

The first Jew to serve in a government of t:he new world 

was Francis Salvador, the offspring of a distinguished London 

family. He became a member of the Second Provincial Congress of 

South Carolina; and at a difficult tirne,'when the loyalists and 

the Cherokee Indians had formed an alliance and were pressing 

in on the revolutionists from the West, and the British were 

squeezing in from the coast, Francis Salvador became the first 

Jew to die for the cause of the embryonic nation. In an ambush, 

he was scalped alive JUSt 200 years and two weeks ago, on August 

1st, 1776. A monument to him bears this epitaph: 

Born an aristocrat, he became a democrat, 
An Englislunan, he cast his lot with America; 
True to his ancient faith, he gave his life 
For new hopes of human liberty and understanding. 1 

1 
Jacob Marcus, Tbe Colom.al Amen.can Jew, Wayne State Universi.ty Press, 

Detroit, 1970. 3 vols. 
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A modern novelist, Elie Wiesel, has said: 

~o be a Jew is to have all the reasons not 
to have faith in language, in singing, 
in prayers, and in God, but to go on telling 
the tal e, to go on carrying on the dialogue, 
and to have one's own silent prayers and quarrel 
with God. 

Above the high altar ~n this cathedral is a statue of 

the most famous Jew who ever lived. Looking at the idealized 

fo:rm, one is struck ne~ther by lu.s "Jewishness", nor by his meek-

ness. He appears as the "apocalyptic Chri.st',--the figure of a 

rather Byzant...J.ne k.l.ng seated on his throne surrounded by adoring 

angels and elders of the church. Probably the furthest tiu.ng 

from one's mind when entering into a relationship with the icono-

graphy of Jesus--whether the "Christus" of t;his cathedral church or 

,other pictures that come to mind, including the well-known blonde 

"YMCA Jesus"--is his ethnic background or his actual manner of life. 

In most cases his body is that of a Greek athlete, his face more 

Nordic than Mediterranean, and our associations with the Christian 

savior, and not with the young Je~ish rabbi he was. 

The problem for Christians ahd for Jew is that he is both. 

And Christians and Jews are often on the brink of hostility, probably 

always in the quagmire of m1sunderstand1n9. The pity is that scorn, 

usually of Christians for Jews, is the result . 

II 

It is difficult to piece together the whole story. in fact 

1t is a Jig-saw puzzle with a thousand pieces. But one thing is 

/ 
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unmistakably clear: as the pieces come together, the Eicture is 

one of thecenturies and centuries of anti-Semitism, beginning 

scarcely half a century after the crucifixion of Jesus. In fact, 

much of the problem can be traced to a naive interpretation of the 

death of Jesus as being the particular responsibih.ty of the Je·ws-

"all, al,t, all of them"-- to paraphrase W. H. Auden. Yes, the leaders 

in Jerusalem were insbrumental. Yes, the order was given by the 

ROfnan pro-consul. Yes, the young rabbi was not an establishment tycoon. 

Nor was he a renegade --from his own people or faith, from the Roman 

super state, certainly not from those who seemed to appreciate his 

style: the poor, the sick, the ritually llnpure. What had to be done 

was done, and Jewswere involved. He was, after all, a Jew. The 

earliest proponents of his cause go to great lengths to document his 

.Jewish pedigree. 

But there were Jews all over the inhabited world, and Paul, 

who had never seen Jesus, used his Jewish credentials whenever he 

went to get a hearing tor the gospel of Jesus. In a curious way, the 

Christ seemed to be offering his Jewishness as a free gift to gentiles, 

as God's way with people, and as the people's truest hope. Probably 

only a handful of the Jews of that time had ever heard of Jesus or 

Paul, so it is ridiculous to blame anybody, really for the death of 

Jesu~, especially since it seemed that what he was doing in a way 

was a k~nd of nspiri tual hara-Juri", an act of soll.dari ty with what 

he thought to be the soul and the life of his people, their covenants 
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with Yahweh, the God of mercy and JUStice. He was not, after all, 

assassinated, or lvnched. 

A very different sorct of crucifixion took place within 

the memories of many who are here today--the holocaust, or system-

atic annihilation of some 6,000,000 European Jews during the second 

world war by Christians, under Hitler. The creation of the state of 

Israel has been, in part, at least, a reaction to that event and to 

all that went between the first crucifixion and the second. For 

many Jews, both the holocaust and Zionism have been a modern day 

resurrection, no less powerful than the startling consequences to 

Jesu$' death. "He is risen!" "They are risen!" 

III 

One or two episodes from the 19 centuries in between will 

suggest how really ghastly the history of the Jews has been, both 

in terms of the basic principles of human Justice, and !n terms of 

their indispensible and unrelenting faithfulness to the God of their 

fathers, who as the God of Jesus, is also the God of the Christians. 

One only has to turn to William Shakespeare to have one•s 

ant1-sem1t1sm vindicated, ~f that is one's particular sport. ~n 

the Merchant of Venice, one of the characters is heard to say 

"certainly the Jew is the very devil incarnate." 

Martin Luther, JU5t a few decade$ before, told the tale 

of a converted Jew who became the dean of a cathedral. When his 

' will was opened, the blood-thirsty Christians were satisfied that 
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no permanent change could ever befall a Jew thrQugh bapt~~m; for the 

old dean had ordered a cat and a mouse to be carved upon lu.s grave-

stone to indicate that a Jew could as li~tle become a Ch;istian ~s 

two such beasts become fr:-iends. "As surely (ls the mouse never eats 

the cat, so sur~ly c;an the Jew never a true Christian become." What 

a lovely irony! 

The boqk of Revelation calls the Jewish house of prayer 

a"synagogue of satan " ang through ages mostly dark for the Jews, 

Christians never forgot that. For a very long while, Christians 

spread the rum6r that Jews used t'he Blood of freshly-killed 

Christian babies to sweeten the wound of freshly-c1~c1¥1\ciseq Jewish 

baby boys, and you can !~~gine the result in catholic ~edi~val 

Europe~-tmousands upon thousands of dead Jews--people who had no 

2 
civil rights a~ all, all of their peculiarity traced, in the popular 

mind at least, to the vengeful act they had committed upon the 

Messiah. Few Christians ever thought that if followed logically 

such an act would have been an act of the U~IDost grace, as the W~Qle 

world was forgiven in th~ dying breath of the yo'l,lllg Jewish prophet. 

One c~ only say that anyt~i~g which s~rves to discredi~ ~he 

Jews among followers of Christ is an insult to Jesus the Lord of 

the Church. The Second Vatican Council's very sweeplilg condenmation 

of anti-semitism in 1963 is offset by the total absence ~n the 

council documents of any sign of repentance on the part of the larges~ 

single bOdy of Christia.IE for the countless dESpicable acts of violence. 

/ 

2 - The Devil and the Je~s, Jo?hua Trachtenberg, Yale UQiversity Press, 1943. 
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and human degradation which w~re countenanced for centuries. 

Recently, however, this trend in ec~lesias~ical porn~ 

posity has begun to cnange . Cathoiics and protestant~ alike 

~re calling for a new era of Christian-Jewish rela~ions, based 

upon a correct reading of history--upon t,he fact that it is in 

the dispensation of God, that the Jews have been uniquely called 

upon, both to suffer, and to hold ~lott for all to see, the faith 

ot Jesu? himself, uncomp~i~~t~d by c~nturies of adaptation, perversion, 

and schism. ~e Christian Church, after all, is a house dl.vided 

a~ainst ~tself many tunes overc. Jews don't agree upon everything 

either, but a least few of them have not been affected by the new 

situation which has come about !n the past thirty ¥~~rs or so-

holocaust and ho~eland--and have no~ the~~elves begu]l tQ regssess 

the vit~lity of the f~ith they have cont!nually bo~pe alof~ of the 

God of history who "deals with his people." "Belonging to Israel 

is in itself a spiritual act. It is utterly ificonvefil.ent to be a 

Jew." (Abraham Heschel) 

IV 

Both Roman Catholics, and more recently, Ep1seopal1ans, 

havebeen called upon to reassesS th~ir c<;>mm!tment to the "people 

of Jesµ§" when a revision of our liturgy, the public worsh!P of the church, 

has been undertaken. No Christian could complain ~out a s~ngle syllable 

o~ JeW!§h ~!tU_J:'gy, much of w~ich would have been prayers of Jesus, 

lumself. Few Jews on ~he other hand have cause to reJoice in the 

faithfulness of Christian worship to a common bible and a common God. 
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In recent L1turg~cal revising, the catholics have gotten 

more protestant, and the protestants have gotten more catholic. 

For catholics, this has meant the use of the vernacular tongue 

in the services, a principle Anglicans discovered sometime back 

in the 16th century. But for protestants, and especially for 

the Episcopal "bridge church" this period has been characterized 

by a "-atholicization" of the liturgy. In this we have attempted 

tQ bring back into the cycle of daily, weekly, and yearly prayer, 

much of the great tradition which was ultl.ITlately lost at the re

formation. At the core of this renewal are the great services of 

Holy Week, when cjlristians follow the steps of Jesus through the 

~treets of Jerusalem as he went to the holy city to celebrate the 

passover with his disc1ples--ai1 of them Jews. As we all know he 

was alone on the cross, and the missionary zeal of the apostles after

wards could not make up for their betrayal of him before. Yet, 

once again, we are faced with the inevitab~lity and necessity of the 

sacrifice of this one JUSt man. 

In the midst of the service for Good Friday now 

in use in the Roman Churchesand presently ~n trial use in the Epis

copal Church, but proposed for inclusion in our next official 

prayer book is a dramatic hymn called "the reproaches. 0 We have 

sung the poignantly beautiful music of this hymn on the last two 

Good Fridays here at Washington Cathedral. The hymn which was lost 

to us in the sixteenth century is a poem of a dialogue of Jesus with 

the Jews. "Dialogue" is a polite word. In fact, it is a harangue 
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against the Jews, a parody of one of the mos~ impressive moment;s 

of the Jewish passover :p.tual. A typical verse of the Jewish hymn 

reads "If he had brought us forth from Egypt, and had not inflicted 

Judgement upon the Egyptians, it would have been sufficient." This 

is a celebration of the goodness of God. 

The Christian version reads, ''Because I led thee forth from 

the land of Egypt, thou hast; prepared a cross for thy savior." 

This is the root of much Christian guilt and sin and a perversion 

of the goodness of Godt 

The New Testament itself is full of words placed upon 

the lips of Jesus, in all likelihood, words invented by the 

earliest church to prove its claim that he was the Messiah--the 

long awaited fulfiller of Hebrew hopes. The prayers of many 

Christians today, if they are heal~hy prayers, are conversations 

with the crucified Jesus, rich in imag~nati~n and inventiveness, 

and fulfilling both for their therapeut~c value as well as for the 

reality they open up for the believing doubter or the doubting believer. 

Christ is the perennial conversation of God with the deepest darkness 

and the highest hope of mankina--so th~s is nothing new. But to place 

at the heart of the holiest service of the holiest day of the Christian 

year a hymn which phrase aft~r phrase lambastes the Jews ror their 

unfaithfulness and their creulty is to reopen a chapter in liturgy 

and in life which, since the holocaust and the homecoming of Israel, 

need never be opened again--the insidious persistance of anti-Semitic 

thoughts and deeds on the part of Christians, the first cousins of 
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the Jews . Next month, in Minneapolis, when Episcopalians finally 

reckon with this bit of unfinished business, they should reJect 

it on these grounds, as lovely as the thought or the music may be 

for personal devoti.on . The "reproaches" have no ~art in the C hri.stian 

ll.turgy. 

The nature of God revealed in Jesus Christ, if we take it 

se~iously, is self~giving love. That love is the very essence of 

the Jewish law, of which Christians say Jesus was the fulfillment . 

God, in his kindness, has not put the ~urden of the law on Christian 

shoulders. It is still borne by the Jews. Thanks be to God! One 

hopes that the Jews recognize in their rabbi Jesus a stage in their 

religious development. One writer said, "in the Jew of Nazareth, 

God assumes, identifies with, and bears the sut'fering of this world." 

(Elie Wiesel) Another said "God participates in the sufferings of 

men, and man is called to participate in the sufferings of God." 

(Franklin Sherman) 

The Talmud is the Jew~· equivalent of the New Testament. It 

~s a collection of writings which began to grow up even before Jesus. 

in this parable we are reminded of words we have often associated 

with Jesus. They are the core of Jewish religi9n .and are the reason 

Christians should both cherish their Jewish neighbors and study their 

religious and secular history! 

"When man appears before the throne of Judgement, the 
first question he is asked is not, 'Have you believed 
in God?' or 'Have you prayed?' or 'Have you performed 
the ri tqal properly?' but 'Have you bee~ honorable and 
faithful in all your dealings with your fellow man? 111 

Thank you, Francis Salvador. 




