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,,..~? ~·llll"CU r ·ees 
I ·:. •{'· .' . r. !942 many other sources 

· i. • • .. also Wormed the V.atican of the 
~: · " senoelde and atrocities against 

' 1. ·· Jm. 
' The Papal Nuncio in Berlin, 

AJ'Chbishop · Cesare Orsenigo, 
reported to Msgr. Giovanni Bat· 
tlsta Montini-now Pope Paul 
VI, thtn a dose aide to Pope 
Pius-that "the most maca.hre 
auppositlons &boat the rate of 
the non·all'*l!s . ">'ere admis· 
aible." 

• The apostolic nunciatuni In 
Berlin, In a Jong memorandum 
in December, 1~. quoted Ill 
unidentified Italian war com
apondent b having reported 

. that almost all the Rumanian 
Jews crammed into a railroad 
train with sealed doors and win· 
dows were dead on arrival. 

The reporter was said to have 
observed: ''The real tragic a.s
pea or-this anti.Jewish action 
In· the . absolute coolness with 
whicb the responsible a11thori· 
ties impart' orders lllld the 1n· 
difhrelice . of the office!'! who 
attelld the executions, smokini 
clprettes.'• 

A volume isS\led a year ago 
tneluded a 1943 report from 
An:hbishO? A!lie!O Giuseppe 
Roacalll. tllen apostolic dele· 
~~ In Is t4nbu1. Turkey, lllld 
later Pope John XXIIJ, that mil· · 
1·1.ons ot .Te:ws had been sent to 
l'olan4 &lid "mnfhllat...i" there. 

Accorilinl . to the documents 
m.ade available today, an Ortho
dox .JeWOOl'·lfOUP sent • mes-
1ap from ' London to Pope 
Pil1ll 111 Deetmber, 1942. be
teedllnC• blm to ·intervene to 
• lVI .JlfWS in . Eastern Europe 
from annlhilt tiOCL 

'Will SH' What It can Do' 
An atta.ched note from M~· 

&ignor t.tontinf recorded an in
atructlon from Pope Pius to 
"give possibly som.e verbal re· 
ply to the senders of this and 
siinilat tele~: 'ihe Holy 
see will do what it can.' ~ 

Also incl'llded in the docu
ments is a Jetter from Cardinal 
Jnnitur to Pope Pius repo~ 
that 1ms11 C011Vtt't3 to Catholi
cism were "'tremendously dis
aooo!.nted." co receive so little 
hefp from their cllurcb. The 
CUdln.al said thU 1ewish or· 
pD!zat,ions, t.be Quake:rs and a 
swecllsh m1ssionarY group ~ 
interYmlnJ more SU~· 

In Muth, 1942, the papal 
envoy in Br:itislava. Archbishop 
Burz;io, Wormed the Vatican 
that the Nazis had taken many 
yoq .Tewish women from their 
families ito · make them prosti
tutes for German soldiers on the 
eul!fa front end were prepar· 

'9111: "fotal deportation" of all 

\ 9th~J~ws . . 

l "~ 

~ '\.,,-....- ~_,_, --·-· -. 

PIUS KNEW IN 1941 ! 
OF DRIVE ON JEWS[ 
Wartime Papers of Vatican 

Show Pope Was Warned 
of Nazi Genocide 

By PAt.:~ J!OF~;:\;>;S 1t'~l/ 
S>...-i•: !oT •• • ~·'' \'o .- ":":::n.1 1-.0. 

RO:v!E, Arpil 2&-Tlle Vau-~ 
can made public todly wanime 
documents showing that Pope 
Piw XII learned r:o lal" than: 
the beginning or I 9·11 that 1he1 
Na:<is were deporuni lari:cl 
numbers of Jews froni areas! 
in their i;r;p. 

From early 19-12. tJ1~ docu-1 
ment.s show, he rKe1vcd • · 
stream of detailed Wonnation; 
on mass deportations And wa~ ' 
told that it was likely that, 
many of the Jews were destined· 
for death. 

Critics or Pope Pius ha\'e 
1ong accused him or fa.il11re to 
speak out against the mass 
murders about which, they say, 
he mt>St have had early knowl· 
edge. Historians who have de· 
fended him have contended 
that the full truth about the 
killing of Jews bec:une known 
only after the end of World 
War U and that the Pope had 
to be cautious to avoid Nazi. 
repris.;ils a::ainst the church. • 

In a comment today in L'Os-1 
serntore Romano, 1he Vatican 
newspaper, a Jesuit historian. I 
the Re\". Robert .~. Graham. as· 
sertrd that "not even the Jew. 

·i sh • gencies tvere aware tJ1at 
the deportations were put of 
a general mass annihilation 
·opuation." 

Ntw Volume In Series 

1 'Father Gl'3h1m, an Amcri· 
can, belongs ·to a team or 
Jesuit& who are sclcctin; for 
publication and ed itini: war
time documents in the Vatican 
archives. The 806·p3ge volume 
released today. entitled "The 
Holy See and the War Victim.~" 
and to\·ering the years 19• I 
e.nd 1942, is the e ighth In a 
continu!n; series. 

An unsigned preface remarks 
that Pope Pius, "as was his 
ct>Stom,' shunned condemna
tioiu by name "and did not de: . 
nounce anyone by pointing a 
finger,'' On the other hand, Uie 
preface qootes Pope Pius, in 
hi.! 194:? Christmas message, 
as deploring the tact that hun· 
dreds of thousands v.•ere fac· 
ing "death or pro,gressive elim
ination" because or their 01· 
tiona.Jity or race. 

"Plus XD could: not say any· 
thing more," the preface as

.serts. "That his actions were in 
keeping with his words these 
documents pro\'e." 

• The then Archbishop at 
Vienna. the late Theodor Car. 
dinal lnnitur, appears to have 
been one or the first to &Jen 
Pope Pius to the "terrible rue" 
of the Jews . 
• Beginnin; in :March, 1942, 

the papal envoy in Bf?tislava, 
thtJl cal>ital of the Nazi n.tel· 
lite state of Slovakia, sent re
p0rts to the Vatican on mass 
deportations. In often mo,inc 
language the diplomat, Arch· 
bishop Giuseppe Bun io, 
showed that the removal was 
being earned out "in tlie most 
brutal way." 



March 5th, 1975. 

Morris Fine 
M. Bernard Resnikoff 

Still on the Vatican .Document, I thought it would be of special interest 
to you and the others receiving this to see the enclosed translation from the 
January 17th issue of Hatzofeh in which Or. Hillel Zeidman reports on Rabbi 
Solleve1tch1k's meeting with Cardinal Willebrands as well as his views on 
why he devalues interfaith dialogue. 

It makes for fascinating but troublesome reading. 

The clear bias of this religious newspaper as well as the canard levelled against 
the AJC are some of the reasons why I, professing to be a religious Jew, am 
disenchanted with the religious establishment. Regards. 

c.c. 

encl. 

Marc Tanenbaum/ 
Zach Shuster 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date January 17th., 19.75! 

to Marc Tanenbaum 
from M. Bernard Resnikoff . . •/ . 

subject 

To help you see the response in Israel to the ~atican Co~sultqtions? 
I ha1,1e· already sent yqu a numb.er of newspqper clippings_. I now enclose 
an English trans,latiqn + q~u~ed to be ·J)Jqde o.f ~n ~rticle c;m the subject· 
by David Fl1,1sser thqt appeared i.n ·the January 12th. issue o.f Davar, · 
I hope that this initiative is helpful to yo.u. ·.Regards, 

encl. 
Morris Fine · 
iach. Sh.us.t~r 

MBR/sad 

. -. ------ ·- ------=-· --



\ 
\ 
I 
i 
I 

)/ 

\ 

' 
I 
i 

\ 
\ 
\ . 

12 
From Davar, 12 Jaauary ]975 

The Vatican: How To Deal With Those Jews 7 

by Professor David Flusser 

The document published 1n the Vatican on December 1, 1974 constitutes, 
from the technical perspective, guidelines for implementing the "Jewish Docu
ment" (Nostra Aetate), which bears the date ~f October. 28, 1965~ The histories 
of these two declarations are as long as the Exile: both saw earlier stages 

.. 

which ·were more favorable toward Judaism. The second, current statement was 
published in its original form in the U. S. and, if I remember it correctly, 
virtually no vestige of the original proposal is retained in the final version. 

If you ask whether the new document fs "good for the Jews 11
, it can be 

said that on the whole ft has good foundations. It may be considered good that 
the Jews are called "brothers", that brotherhood is spoken of, that the elimi
nation of antf-Semitfc insinuations from Church texts .and sermons is recommended, 
that it's said that Christians must recognize Judaism .and relate to the Jews out 
of respect for their position, that the Church will support the establishm~nt of 
university chairs for Jewish studies, etc. 

Nor do I see it as an important defect that this religious document contains 
no reference f to the Jews' passion for the State of Israel. Even ff we assume 
that without mentioning our land the document is faulty, in the present political 
situation the Vatican cannot pennit itself even an ounce of Zionism, not even 
ff it really wanted to. This shortcoming notwfthstandfng, there's no doubt 
that from our own political point of view there's a positive aspect to the very 
timing of the document, even though it's likely to provide an 11alibi 11 for hostile 
Vatican circles on burning political issues. The document has been published, 
with its reserved recognition of Judaism, and we must use it to our advantage. 
But, as will become clear below, it is not 1n our interest to praise th• it too 
lavishly -- nor does it by any means deserve our exaggerated praise. 

This document has two decidedly negative points. The first 1s its defective 
description of past relations. Though ft notes that in the past there was mutual 
ignorance and frequent confrontation, and that relations between Jews and 
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Christians were charac•erized almost exclusively by monologue {on the Christians' 
part. of course) and not true dialogue -- this certainly does not in any way 
exhaust the gamut of attitudes evinced by Catholics and Church leaders toward 
the Jews. It's a great pity that no sorrow is expressed for this situation. 
This sorrow is lacking in the Nostra Aetate of the 1965 Vatican Council as well. 
There the situation is different vis a vis Islam: ft says that in the past 
there was no little controversy and enmity between Christians and Moslems, "and 
the Holy _Council asks all concerned to forget the past and sincerely strive 
for mutual · understanding." Such sorrow and such a request are totally lacking 
in the two documents pertaining to the Jews and to Judaism. 

More serious is the second point. "In virtue of her divine mission, and 
her very nature, the Church must preach Jesus Christ to the world." Lest the 
dissemination of Christianity by Catholics give offence to Jews, Catholics are 
to spread.their Christian faith while maintaining the strictest respect for reli
gious :liberty, etc. Of course we know that Christianity cannot forego its con
cept of ;mission. nor do I fear missionaries. It's clear that someone inserted 
this passage into the document not in order to initiate a missi~nary offensive 
that would benefit by the dialogue between Jews and Christians. Rather, so ft 
seems to me, the reference to the mission in our document is intended to silence, 
as it were, 11 bad conscience" -- lest the conclusion be drawn. Heaven forbid,. that 
recognition of Judaism as an autonomous entity means that Catholics are relin
quishing their mission to the Jews ! It's a 8' pity, a great pity, that this 
passage on the mission was included. There was no need for ft in principle: 
the mission is even less relevant to the document than is the relationship between 
the people of Israel and its land, a relationship of which not a word is said 1n 
the document. 

On the other hand, the document does do us Jews a favor: 1n the Nostra 
Aetate of a decade ago the Church "deplored" anti-Semitism. There were many 
Catholics who asked why it didn't 11condemn 11 it. And so the fonnulators have 
taken a step fo,rward : now the Church "condemns" anti-Semitism. Thanks very much 
for the semantic alteration. 

The question is whether the document provides the Church authorities with 
effici~nt tools for rooting out the anti-Jewish iRs undertone from Christian 
preaching and teaching . The document makes no mention of any request that d1s
cipliliary steps be taken against anti-Semitic instigators . Incidentally, even 
if such steps were to be Uiken (something it's difficult for me to foresee) 
then to my mind only those disseminating the most virulent anti-Semitism would 
be likely to get hurt somewhat, for even the authorities are not capable of 
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recognizing· the danger inherent in trad1t1onal Catholic preaching. Of course, 
the document not only does not dare to alter the Church's traditional under
standing of Judaism; ft is even written completely from within ft. 

And what shal 1 we say to the followf ng passage from the document: "Ob
viously, one cannot alter the text of the Bfble. 11 If the words of the New 
Testament are translated for use ·in the churches, then proper txa rendition 
should .. dispel the misunderstanding deriving from ancfent anti-Jewish statements. 
Moreover, the original meaning of the text should be emphasized by means of 
free translation: ff the Gospel of John IJ!llk ~peaks negatively of 11the Jews", 
the reference is only to "the leaders of the Jews" or to "the adversaries of 
Jesus 11

• _ _: and should be translated thus in order to reflect the author's inten-.. ~ . . . 

tfon • ..': Another example is that the words 11 Pharf sees" and "Pharisaism" have 
tallen c>n ·a pejorative connotation. This plastic surgery was proposed here, 
according to my experience, 1n all innocence. However, it's impossible to demand · 
thi:tth·e. Ca_tho11c Church and many other Christians confess to anti-Jewish under
tones ·in the New Testament. 

And so, on the level of its religio-ideational approach toward Jews and 
Judaism·, t;he new document is -- to use an understateme·nt -- a bf g step backwards 
when compared with its predecessor, ~hich ftself was a shameful compromise be
tween progressfve and conservative positions in the Church. 

Nor should one say that 1n a document meant to provide guidelines there's 
no room for cogitation: for there is cogitation 1n the new document -- it's 
just that it's not acceptable to us. It's possible, for the time being, to 
define the. document's approach to Judaism lfke this : one step forward and two 
bacl. One of the amusing thfngs one can do with this document 1s to study the 
ideological -- and practical -- significance of the small word "although", 
which appears numerous times. It has a tragf-comic, fateful meaning. "Although 
Christianity sprang from Judafsm, taking from it certaf n essential elements of 
its faith· and dfvfne cult. the gap dividing them was deepened more and more ••• 11 

The statement up to here is positive , though the words "certain substantial 
foundations" already arouse some astonishment . 

.,, 

Another 11although 11 is Ult more interesting: 11 
• •• although his ii11itXHX3 

teaching had a profounqly new character, Christ, nevertheless, in many instances 
toolk his stand on the teaching of the Old Testament ••• Jesus also used teaching 
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methods-··sim11ar to those empfoyed by the rabbis of his time. 11 Is that all ? 

Why isn't.·. the simple truth expressed here, namely that Christianity sprang 
from ~uda1sm· and that the contents of Jesus • words were Jewish ? 

AnotheJ'.' example: 11The history of Judaism did not end with the destruction 
of Jer~salem, but rather went on to develop a religious tradition. And, al
though .. w~ believe that the importance and meaning of . that trad1t1on were deeply 
affec~ed ·by the coming of Christ, it 1s still none the less rich 1n rel1g1ous 
values'.·11 

~ere ·. 'before us is an approach, familiar to. us from the past, according to 
wh1ch .;Judaism is not only less valid than Christianity but is also a stage 
preliminary to it, that in fact befng its function. A conservative Catholic 
has nothing to complain about in this document: where Judaism is concerned, 
the attitu.de of the Church Fathers, especially Augustine, is given prominence. 
You wonit find such echoes in Nostra Aetate -- which, though it was altered 
and castrated, still contains cheerier notes and explicitly acknowledges the 
Jewish roots of Christianity. 

What should we say when we're invited to dialogue with the Catholics, 
when we. now hear the Catholics are urged to better understand which of the 
values of the Jewish Bible remain 11 perpetual 11

, which haven't been 11cancelled11 

by the interpretation of the New Testament ? For, according to the document, 
the New Tes.tament reveals the full meaning of the first Covenant (that of 
Judaism). The document advises stressing Christiantty's continuity with the 
"earlier Covenant, without minimizing those elements of Christianity which 
are origina.1. 11 It should not be said -- and th1 s 1s 1n itself positive -
that the_ Old Testament and Judaism "constitute a religion of only (!) justtce, 
fear ·and legalism, w1th no appeal to the love of God and neighbor." And again 
the emphasis, deriving from Augustine, is that the New Testament 1s hidden in 
the Old, and the Old is made manifest in the New. 

This 1s the new document's position on Judaism. Nor is 1-t· abstract theology, 
but rather sad testimony to the spirit of those parties which intervened .in the 
fonnulation process. The Jewish reader who is unfamiliar with current Catholic 
circles will err if he assumes that this reflects the opinions of modern Catholic 
intellectuals. The opposite is true. Numerous Catholics fully recognize the 
independent values of Judaism, and thirst for knowledge of them. As for the 
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Jewish··· IU11.'B1ble, it's known that th1s is Israel's book, and not primarily. a 
kind of .chr.1stologfcal preparation for the coming of Christianity. It seems to 
me th~i even the lowliest assistant 1n any Catholic university has more 
accurate.:· opin1ons about .Judaism and the Bible than those found in the new 
document<.;.- wh1ch has, believe me, no other opinions! 

]ri ·.such a spirit are we in'vited ·to dialogue ? These can perhaps be 
religious :guidelines for a not very hostile atis1111t1U1xlli111 disputation, but by 
no means .for a dialogue. Can a Catholic imagine Jews inviting Christians to a 
discussion·'on brotherhood after first announcing, with such fanfare, and with 
111i1pli ··mi~placed discretion, the superiority of their own religion ? At. the 
same time:, .· not only do these Catholics show no signs of repent~nce; . they also 
don't :even ·bother to conceal from· their Jewish discussion partners the vessel 
in which- the baptismal water 1s kept! 

What. then is the. reason that the new document finally received the form it 
did ? An· important European Churchman with whom I spoke explained to me: the 
new document is designed to cancel the positive aspects of the 1965 Vatican 
Council declaration. Those statements which were discarded during the actual 
Council proceedings have now been inserted into the new document. I asked 
the Churchman whether there will be opposition to this document in Catholic 
cfr,cles and his reply was simple: certainly. J therefore wouldn't advise my 
Jewish friends to praise the document too highly. out of solidarity with the1r 
friends with1n the ·catholic Church. Why should we torpedo their efforts for a 
humane Christianity 7 And I say the same, though I know this document has its 
positive 'sides as well and that it can help us in our struggle for a living 
Jewish People. 

translated by Taffy Baker 
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Oepartrrtent. ef ln~e{igjous A ff airs, 
'of .the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

. S:.FIFTHAVENUE : NEWYORK,N.Y. 10o.2:1 ) tAi1EA2t2J?~tOO 

liittctor: RABBI BALFOuit 81UCKNEM · 
· .. . • 

·J'anu'ary ii, 1975 

From: · ~bbi Balfou~ Brickner, Director ... 
To: All Interested Parties 

Subjec~: VATICAN GUIDELINES on RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS 

Attached, for ·your information, are t.~e re~ei:itly issueft. "Guidelines 
and Suggestions for Implementing the Conciliar: ileclaratcioii· 'NOSTRA 
AETATE'," the response to tho~e Guidelines prep.ared by IJ_CIC, excerpts 
from Pope Paul VI •·s address to the· ~epr_e~ent~tives of our IJ_CIC 
community with whom he met Friday, January 10, i97S~ and the response 
to the Pope by Dr. Gerh.ard Ri~gner, spokesman f9r our group on. th~ 
O·ccasion of that ·historic meet.ing, .. We also. share with you·-some of 
our observations regardi~g the 9uidelines. 

I. What is !)CIC 

The International Jewish Committee on Interteiigious Consultations. 
Its membership: 

. The Synagogue Council of . ~erica 
The Union of Ani.erican Hebrew Congregations, through 
i,ts Depart~ent. of Ihterreligious Affal_r ·s, is· ·a part 
of the SCA contiil-gerit ! Because the UAHC h"as such a 
department, I, as· its director, am ·a member of the · 
IJCIC steering cotpmitt.ee and participate in its 
deliberations both h·ere and-abroad • . · .. 

The World jewish Congre5s 
The American Jewish Committee · 
The B •·nal.. B 'rith* 
The Israel Interfaith Committee* 

. . 
: -.. .. 

*(The New York Times erroneously failed t'o include the names 
of these two organizatio~s in its description of IJCIC.) 

IJCIC is not ·a new organization. It was created six years ago· in 
order to give a tn"ore ·unified voice to the Jewish ·community in its . 
dealing with bodies of world C~risti_anity. ' For the sake of that unity, 
the UAHC has frequently not released .separate statements on occasions 
when bodies of World Christendom have issued doctiments or position 
papers on matters relating to issues of world Jewish concern. We live 



VATICAN GUI_D~LINES on RELATIONS WIT~(.Tff:E J:EWS P~ge 2 

under organizational discipline. 
the Synagogue Council of America. 

Our participation .has been through and with 
Th1.1s • our indivi_dual organizational image 

has at times been obscured. · 

IJCIC is a consultative, ~ot a programmatic structure. We meet at least annually, 
not only with the Vatican's Committee on Catholic-Jewish Relations, but also with 
official represe~~atives of the World Council of Churches.- The purpose of IJCIC _ 
_is to share with both of the~e bo<;iies . the thinking of organized world Jewry on 
such subjects as: Israel, anti-S.emiti_sm 1 religious social acti'on, and .the· changing 
role of religion i~ the world. 

It is through IJCIC that the Vatic~m discusses it~ recent+y issued Guidelines 
and arranges the _recently held ·audieti~e with the Pope. No indi'!idual Jewish 
organization c9uld do that alone. .. 

* * * ·* * * * * * * * * * * * ~ - * * 

II. A Swmnary of Major Points made in the Vatican Guidelines 

1. Condemnation of anti-Semitism · 

"We ••• condemn (a!? _·o·p_posed to the very spirit of ·Christianity) 
.all forms 9f anti-Semitism ·and dis~rimination 

2. Urging .Christians t~ stud·y Judaism and .learn about Jews 

' . 
"Christians mus~ therefore strive to acquire a better knowledge of 
the religious tradition of Judaism. They must learn by what. 
essential traits the Jews define themselves in the ligh·t of their 
own religious experience." 

3. Encouraging Dialogue 

"From now on, .real dialog\le must ])e established " especially 
around the struggle' for so'cial justice. 

"In particular that w:Ul be done i'n connection with great causes 
as the -struggle for peace and justic~." 

. . 
4. To See the .Study of the Bible (Old and New Testament) inthe following context 

a) "to improve Jewish-Christian relations, it is ·important to take 
cogniz_ance of those common elements of the litu·rgical life 
(formulas, feasts; rites• etc.) in which the Bibie holdls an 
essential place~" 

b) when the Bible is used· in liturgical readings -

"care will be taken to see that homilies based on them will not 
diStort their mea~ing, especially when it is a questio'n of -
passages which seem to show the. J-ewish people in an unfavorable 
light. _Efforts -will be made so to instruct _the Christian people 
th~t they will understand the true interpretation -of alJ, the texts 
and their m~aning for the contempora_ry believer." 

There is a special reference to the Gospel of John where phrases. such as 
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11the Jews" indicate their alleged responsibility in Jesus' death. The 
Gu'id.elines recommend that' these' words· a.lid phra·s·es, ·such as "the Pharisees" 
be interpreted in a way whj,ch remoyes the opus o( g~ilt from the Jewish people 
and ·which does not cast them in a· pejor'ative' light.' ··. 

5 • . Urges that Christian Education refleet New ·Awarene~is 

a) of the ' historical ·continuity of Judaism 
"the history of Judaism ·did not end with _th~ destruction of 
Jerusalem • • • it :i.S Still .~ -~ · •. rich 'in religious· Values• II . . '. . . 

ti>: of _the complexi~y of Judaism in the time of Cl:fd~t 

c) 

d) 

. e) 

"Judaism in th-e ·time of Christ and the Apostles was a complex 
reality, embracing many different trends, _ many spiritual, religious, 

: social and. cultural values." ·· -. : ' ' 

that God is the 
"inspirer and author of th~ books of both T~s taments 
. who speaks both in ' the old and new: coven.ants" 

••• 

_that it is · f~ls.e . to ·simpli§ticaiiy · teach th~t Jii°daism ~s ~ . 
"a religion of only justice, fear ·and legalism~ · ·wi.th . no .. appeal 
to the le>Ve of God and neighbo.r 11(cf. Detit.6.5, . Lev~ 19.iB,_.Math. 
22.34-40) . 

It further recommends . the.- condnuatfon and deepening.of: 
"r.esearch into problerr.s hearing ·on Judaism and Jewish 
christian relations" by "specialists." · · ;·. 

It e·ncourages the found~ng of 
· ~;chairs of Jewish stuc:lies" and ''collaboration witn" Jewish scholars." 

6. Viewing Joint Social Action as fostering Mutual Understandin~ and Esteem 

"In · the spirit of the prophets, Jews and ChriS tians will work 
wJlli~gly together t seeking !?Ocial. justice and. peace . ~t .·f!-Very level 

· local'~ ~atiotial . and" 'internatiot,laL" · · 

7. Recommends to the Bishops the creation of suit~bie instr~mentalities to 
promo~e and implement the ~irectives and suggestiQns of the Guidelines, 
as ·the Vatican created in October 1974 its CommissiOn £0;- R~ligi,.ous 
Relations with"JudaiSm. 

· Tl)e· U .s, ·Conference of _ Bi~h~ps . estc:iblisQ.ed a Secr~·tad.at for 
Cath~lic Jewish Relations in 1967. Father Edward:·Fiaririery is its 
director. Since then, 25 .dfoceses across the country have instituted 
similar offices. Other dioceses i _nclude. this subject. under their 
general of fices ·of ecumenical relations. . · · · 

Moderator of the U.S. Secretariat ~s Bishop Francis Mugavero of 
Brooklyn~ 

Others on the Advisory ·Committee are: 
· Gerard Sherry, edit.or of The Monitor, ·news-weekly ' of· ·the 

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Sari"Frahcisco 
, .Fa t~er Edward Duff of Holy Cross Coll·ege, Worcester, Mass. 
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Msgr. George Higgins, scretary for research .of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference 

Father John Hotchkin, director of the Bishops' Committee for 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the NCCB 

Father Carl Meoddel, chairman of the Commission on Ecumenism 
of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

Father Terrence Mulkerin, chairman of the Commission on Ecumenism 
of the Dioceses of Brooklyn 

Msgr. John M. Oesterreicher~ director of the Institute for Judaeo
Christian Studies at Seton Hall University 

Father John Pawlikowski of Chicago's Catholic Theological Union 
Father Leo A. Rudloff, 0.S.B ., abbot of St. Benedict's Priory, 

Weston, Vermont· 
Father John Sheerin, C.S.P ~ , of St. Paul's College, Washington, D,C, 
Sister Rose Thering, O.P., of Seton Hall Universit.y. 

Ill. Summary of IJCIC Response 

1. Views favorably the Guidelines and the creation of the Vatican Commission 
as a vehicle to improve Catholic-Jewish relations, while cautioning that 
some of the joint endeavors called for 1 such as prayer in common, may not 
be acceptable to certain segments of the Jewish community. 

2. Appreciates the condemnation of anti-Semitism. 

3 . Notes that, where Catholic Jewish relations are more advanced, as in the 
United States, 

"Catholics understand that a part of Jewish self definition 
includes a concept of peoplehood which binds the Jewish people 
to the land and the people of Israel." 

4. Recognizes that the Guidelines are 
"a Catholic document addressed to Catholics" and refrains from 

commenting on its theology of Judaism. "except to note that it 
diverges from the Jewish .self understanding ••• for Jews the suggestion 
that Judaism look outside its own doctrines and dogmas for ful
fillment is not acceptable . " 

F·ather Pierre M. de Co.ntenson. secretary of the newly created Vatican 
Commission, underscored the point that the Guidelines are a Catholic 
document. At a press conference. · January 3, 1975. he observed: 

'The Guidelines have been created without "direct collaboration 
by Jewish experts" and are a "document of the Catholic Church," 
not "a document of a mixed body , "' 

We can testify to the truth of that statement. 

5, Questions the meaning of "witness." Does this imply the conversion of 
Jews to Christianity as a goal of "Christian witness?" 

6. Welcomes the call for joint social action 
"as a way to apply jointly shared religious commitments to the alleviation 
of human suffering." 



VATICAN GUIDELINES on RELATIONS WITH THE .JEWS Page · s 

\ 

IV. Opinion and Analysis 
. ~... ~· 

' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ·.· :.; : .. . ... ' .. ·.· .. ' .. . ... .. ..... . ... . .. ' ..... . 
Do · the Guidelines repudiate·: the· Proselytization 
of Jews? . 

1, "Witness" and Conversion , 

Jews reading the Guidelines may be· cohcer~~4 .. th~t 1 despite the good will . . . 
and noble intentions implied by the document, . the Roman ·catholic Church 

-is still seeking the conversion of Jews • . Qur i~11;ial IJCIC response alluded 
to that .-problem. The Guidelines state: . 

"The Church must preach Jesus Chr.ist . to the world. II 
But 1 it continue·s : · 
·•lest the witness· of° Catholics to Jesus Christ should give offense 
to Jews, they must take care ~o live. and _sprea_d .their Chris~ian 
faith while ma.intclining the st·rictest respect for . religious liberty 
in line with the teaching of the ·second' Vatican . Council • ; • If 

A Vatican official flatly denied that p_roselytization was anywhere implied 
in the c!ocument or that the Church· has the conversion.of Jews as its goal. 

. . . . 

The Rev. Carlo M. Ma·rtini 1 rector 
. in Rome, stated at the January 3, 
Guidelines we.re released: 

of the Pont{ficaf Bib1ic~l Institute 
1975, pr~ss conference at which the 

"In a dialogue e'- ther party expresses · i .t;self, but this is not . 
prose~ytizing, imposing ones awn: yiews on the other "side. 11 

Father 4e Conte~son, secreta~ to the Vatican Commission, expressed 
similar views: 

Noting- that the document ".clearly ins is ts" on respect for the 
faith of others and for their religious convictions,· he said: 
"Hence, it should not be read as a call for proselytis.m, but as 
the basis for developing sound relations between Catholics and 
~heir Jewish b:rothets_. ,, . · · 

Father -Edward Flannery reiterates this view: 

' The doctiment's reference to. its ·"univet:sal mission" ' is . limited 
· to one sentence: "In virtue of her .divine mission, and her very 
nature~ the Church must preach Jesus Christ to the wQrld; 11 

·"This in no ·l?ense -impliefii a pariticitlar m;i.s_sion to . th~ Jews , , , 
The sentence . is not applied to Jewis~ Christian dialogue~ II .· 

"Nothing· 'in the document assigns an inferio~ status .. to, Judaism. 
To extend· it is to go beyond the ~ctual · text," . -

Yet, how shall we urtqerstand ~he s .entence in the Guidelines which states: 

"They (Christi.ans) wilf likewise stz:ive to u~ders~and the difficu~ties 
which arise for the Jew.ish soul--- rigfi.tly imbued with an extremeiy high, 
pure notion of divine transcendence--- wh~n .faced with the mystery of the 
inc·arnat e . word." 
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The Church rightfully asserts her own historic theological convictions: to 
bring all men into Christ. Father John Pawlikowski, specialist in Catholic 
Jewish relations, teacher at the Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, believes 

"that the issue inherently involves Christianity's relationship 
to ·all other non-Christian religior.s. To say we should not: preach 
the Gospels to the Jews is too simplistic. We wouldn't want to 
exclude Jews if we were including everyone else." But he warned 
against 'preaching in a proselytizing tone tha~ makes it seem as if 
the other has no value,' --- in his view conversion is a process that 
goes both ways in which the Christian learns truth as well" 

(New York Times, January 4, 1975), 

The difficult sentence referred to above may be the Church's way of asking the 
Jew what must be an ultimate theological question for Christians: How can you 
remain Jewish when you should know, by now, that Christ has revealed himself? 
You should voluntarily come to Christ without any external conversionary 
pressure. Such a formulation preserves the integrity of the Church's commitment 
to its own universal claim, while at the same time not appearing to force men 
into an acceptance of Christ. Perhaps this is what Father Flannery was implying 
when he commented: 

" , ,,the Vatican document 'recognizes the difficulties in Catholics 
giving witness to Jesus Christ and in explaining Christian universalism 
where Jews are conc.erned •• , the document points to respect for religious 
liberty and for understanding whatever psychological difficulties Jews 
might have here.' This approach should not be interpreted as suggesting 
that Jews be made object of conversionist efforts, especially in dialogue." 

(January 3, 1975), 

2. Israel 

It is unfortunate and regrettable that the Guidelines fail to mention the state 
of Israel, but it is understandable. From earlier conversations we have had with 
members of the Catholic Church both here and abroad, we in IJCIC knew this might 
be the situation. One of the reasons the earlier (1969) working paper, pre
maturely issued by Cardinal Lawrence Shehan of Baltimore, was never released, 
was that it contained a section calling on Christians "to respect the religious 
significance of the state of Israel." 

The Roman Catholic Church is world-wide, with many constituents in Arab countries, 
"Third World"countries, and in Middle East countries ., where in many instances 
they are a m~nority---even beleaguered, Moreover, there are a number of Eastern 
Catholic orders, sects and groups that play a role of growing importance in 
church affairs. De jure recognition of the state of Israel by the Church at this 
time might jeopardize the life of churches and CAtholics in those countries at war 
with or hostile to Israel, Such recognition would certainly carry the internal · 
political affairs of a Catholic Church. already embattled on many fronts, into 
more deeply troubled waters. 

The Roman Catholic Church, like all religious establishments, is a political 
body, not just a simple idealistic faith community. Those who demand that the 
Church include recognition of Israel in all its attempts to relate to the inter
national Jewish community ought to be sensitive to these "political problems" 
and ought not expect more than is realistically possible. 
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One American critic scored the Guidelines for not providing · ••• "for due 
comprehension and acceptance of the inextricable b.onds of God, people, Torah 

· and Promised Land," claiming that this "risks ·distortfon of· the essential nature 
of Judaism and the Jewish peopie • •• " It seems -to-- us -- that .,-.. when--the--Guidelines 
speak of the need for Chris·tians "to learn by what essential t.r4its the J.ews 
define themselves in the light of their own religious expedence," the Church, 
perhaps too subtly for some, acknowledges by implication the place Israel plays 
in the Jewish self definition. Father de CoriteJl$On .s~emed to imply as much. 
when, in the January 3rd press conference he said: "Jews know their own view 
of Judaism, Israel· and the self identity of the Jewish people, and the Catholic 
Church in its document displays its readiness to listen." 

Similarly, we find the response to the Guidelines by Yitzhak Raphael, Israel's 
minister of REligious Affairs, non-helpful •. · · In a statement released January 6, 
1975, and reported in the New Yor.k Times, he expressed disappointment at the 
document is omission. of any mention of the state of Israel.. . "It p·roves that the 
Church is still far from recqgnizing the religious and historical connection 
between the people of _Israel, ·the land of Israel and their .right.to live in it."-

We do not think the Guidelines prove that at alli 

Mr. Raphael went' on to suggest two o.ther objections which we do not find 
warranted either by the document or the history that . surrounds its development 
and issuance. 

a) that· there is no "extended han.d ·to the Jews" in the Guidelines. 
From our view,' the entire document, the creation of the Vatican 
Commissio~, and most partt°cu.lar.ly the P_ope' s remarks made when . he 
met with our -IJCIC delegation on January 11, is an "extended hand" 
of friendship • . At that audience. the Pope, in an almost unprecedented 
manner, expressed his .sincere wish "that in . . a manner appropriate to 
our· age and thus in a field that. to some extent exceeds the limited 
domain of mer~~y speculative and ration~! exchange, a true dialogue 
~ay be established between Judaism and Christianity." He hoped that 
the presence at the- Vatican of the Jewish delegation 

"bears witness to the fac~ that this p·erso~al wish 
finds a cert·ain echo in yourselves, The terms with· 
which we express "it, .the presence of the devoted 
Cardinal President of the Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews •••• are clear indications to 
yo·u of the sincerity and collegial decision with which 
the Catholic Church desires that there should develop 
at this time that dialogue with Jud;;1.ism to which the 
Second Vatican Council invited us by its declaration 
'Nostra Aetate'. 11 

If that is not a clear hand of friendship extended. frankly we do not know what 
one is, or what would satisfy .the Israeli.Minister of Religious Affairs. 
Dr. Gerhard Riegner, spokesman for the IJCIC group, expr.ess~d our feelings more 
accurately when in his response he said: 

"The creation by Your Holiness of a commission for the relations · 
with Judaism and the Guidelines ••• will favor a better un~erstanding 
and will improve the relations between Catholics and Jews in a spirit 
of mutual respect and acceptance of our fundamental 4iff.erences : . ,., 
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v. 

1. 

We d~eply appreciate your recognition given by Your Holiness 
. in your recent address to the ·sacred Co;lle.ge to the place <;>f. . .. 
Jerusalem in . the longing· and also the love pf the. Jewi_sh. g~ople .•. '' 

b) that the document's condemnation of ·claims that the J~tiish p~ople 
are historically res_ponsible for crucifyiilg Jesus nrei?ains'. without 
practical conclusions because· the heads ·Of the Church r~ain' loyal 
to the contention that' casts · guilt for ~rucifying Chr.ist upop. the 
spiritual leade~s ·of his ·time. 11 

· · 
·' .. 

The relevant sentence ' iri Nostra Aetate states: 
' 

"What happened in His passion cannot be blamed on all 
the Jews then U,ving without distinctio~ ~r ~pon the 
Jews of today." · 

That sentence has been interpreted and widely underst9od by Ca_tholic 
scholars and · clerics to .mean a repudiatiot:i of the _oid . deicide cqarge . 
The f~ct that it was again referred to in · .the Guidelines does not imply, 
to us, that "heads of the church" still .accept 9z: teach the classic 
notion that the jews crucified Jesus; To the contrary, it ai>'pears to 
us to .be a reiteration and a reinforcement of the repudiation. 

As to "practical conclusions' II they t:oo are ctearly sugges~ed ,iri.. the 
·Guidelines: 

"Informat-ion concerning these ques ti'ons should l:>e · 
dis.seminated at all levels of Christian instruction 
and education, including ca.techisnis and relig;i.ous 
text;s, history books and mass _ media. ' 

Research into the problems bearin_g on Judaism· ·and 
Jewish-Christian relati.ons will be ·encouraged. among 
specialists. part'icularly in the field~ of exegesis, 
theology. history . and s<J°ciology." · · 

Matters That Do Trouble Us About The · Dotument 

Israel 

While we understand why ·tne Guidelines omi~ ~ny refei::ence to the state of 
Israel and. do not feel that t h is suggests an an~i-.Israel posture, we believe 
that there is much- in this area ·that needs · fqrther exploration between 
representatives -of the · two faith ·communities here at;id internationally •. 

2. Theology 

In our initial IJCIC response to the Guidelines we not~d that "the Guidelines 
. constitute a · docume_nt addressed · fo ·the Cathc:Hic Community," . and, s,uggested 
that "it would, therefore, be inappropriate to · comment on the fmplied theology 
of Judaism contained in this document. except to note, that it diverges from 

.Jewish self understanding and thus ser ves to underscore · the theological 
distinctiveness .of the two faiths." . 

Some of ·that distinctiveness.is apparent in the Guidelines • . In Section II: 
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"Liturgy" the text says: 

·" · •• ·.an effort will be made to acquire a b'etter understanding 
of what.ever in. the Old :Testament : r~t'ains its· own perpetual 
value.,." 

.Th~- word nwhat~ver" is troubling, 

~age 9 

For Jews• all of· the .·Bible has perpetual value-. Nor are we persuaded that 
the; New T~stolment ·brings out the full meaning of the ·old,· ·we see them as 
two separate documents. 

. ... 

Our reading and study of 'Hebrew scriptures does · riot lead us to bel.ieve that 
the promises "of -the earlier covenant" were fulfilled with the. coming of 
Jesus, Thus~ we c'ann.ot · acc~pt as valid fot us the s ugges ti.on contained in · 
Section III : "Teaching and Education" which state that: 

".;.when He reve.aled himself as t'he Messiah and Son of God 
(Mat th. 16 ~6) , ; • ~e did so as the fulfillment and perfection 
of ' the earlier revelation," 

Finally, '!Je cannot accep.t the suggestion that "God·.,., wisely arranged · 
that the New Testament be hidden .in the Old and ·the O~d be made meaningful 
in ·the New .. " 

.These views are in . the pattern of classical c·atholic theology. 
Do they denigrate Jews and Judaism? 
Do ~~ey place Jews in an inferior theol~gical posture? · 

. . . 

While Nostra Aetate makes clear· that God's co"Venant with the Jewish . people 
has not ended ("His gifts and calls are irrevocable,") and while the Guidelines 
imply that when they, state: · 

"when commenting on .biblical texts, e·mphasis will be laid 
on the continuity of our faith with that of the earlier 

Covenant, in the perspective of the promises, without 
minimizing those elements of Christianity which are. origina·l.-' 

we do see in the Guidelines the recognition of the on-going difficulty that 
R<;nnan C._atholicism has with itself in relationship to Judaism., · While its present . , 
posture is one which seeks to recognize Judaism's legitimat~ place in '"the· 
Divine economy•" it cannot do that fully so Ieng as it retains its conunitment 

·. to the idea that Christianity fulfilled Judaism, its· allegedly incomplete 
. pred~cessor. 

This tension remains real and serious, precisely becaus'e as the ·Guidelines say: 
"one cannot ·alter the text of the ·Bible."· It is a difference between Jews 

and Catholics· with which we will. have to continue to struggle together. 

VI. What Can Be Done 

The Guidelines strongly encourage dialogu~ and social action entered. -into 
jointly. Mo);'eover, they urge Catholics. to "strive to acquire a better 
knowledge of the basic components of the religious traditions , of Judais·m ••• " 
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The Reform Jewish community is we.1,1 equipped to help implement such 
. suggestions I particularly on· the local level, 'if it. wants to. We are 
concerned, howeveri that the "widespread air of suspicion · inspired by 
an unfortunate past" may also be present in the Jewish, as well as· in the 
Catholic community, and may stifle or inhibit such communication. We strongly 
believe that the issuance of these Guidelines, the warm personal .endorsement 
of the Pope, the .creation of the Vatican ·commission, the existence in the 
United· States of a U.S. Catholic Jewish Relations Committee, cre~te a 
sit~ation. 'where interreligious relations, at least between Jews and 
Catholics, can be revived. · 

We therefore urge ~ 

1. Contact with local Catholic bodies in your comm.unity •. 

2. Creation of local Catholic-Jewish Relations Committees 

a. to study the contents of the 'Guidelines and their meaning 

b. arrange seminars on spec~fic topices: 
The meaning of "witness" in both communities 
How the Jew defines himself · 
Tl\e place of Israel in Jewish self identity 
The historic and contemporary role of Jerusalem in 
Gatholic and Jewish thought and politics-. 

3. Where none exists, the creation of a joint Social Action Committee 

IN CONCLUSION 

to work in areas of local need : 
housing . 
integration 
revenue sharing 
national health insurance legislation. 

We believe the Guidelines represent a signif i _cant st·ep forward. 

Fauit can be found with them. · However, if these -faults are used 
to prevent or th~art the new opportunities which we believe the 
issuance of the Guidelines now provide for us in the· field of 
inter-religious relations, we may ' miss an historic opportunity 
to further .narrcnr the gap between the t~o · faiths and thus retard 

· the development . of a meaningful inter-religious relationship 
.· now so desperately needed :1n our natiOn · and ·our world" 
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"_. from Hatzofeh, January 17th, 1975. 
~~:::~;~·;'' ' ~ : .. ,. ·11 ~ 

Rabbf So·11eveftch1k Rejects Theological Ofalogue between Chrfstians and Jews 

The Rabbi demanded of the Vatfcan emfssary Recognf tfon of the State of Israel and 
. of Jerusalem as the Eternal Capftal of the Jewf sh Pepple, f n order to Prove the 
:""~., ... ....... Cred1b11fty of the "New Oocument11 heaaldfn,g ~ .. Jhange 1n the Church~s Attitude 
..,, · · · towards the Jews. · . Wrftten by Dr. Hfl lel Zeidman, 

U.S. correspondent for Hatzofeh 

The Vatican's new document defining the Char-ch's attitude towards the Jews has 
aroused reactf on from varf ous Jewish cf rcles who have pointed out both fts positive 
and f ts negatf ve aspects. 

In the U.S. an agreement was reached among the three rabbinfcal organfzatfons 
representing the three trends of Jewry there, concernfng the fonn of response, which 
was artf culated fn a statement publfshed by the Rabbfnfcal Synagogue Councfl. The 
Council - f t's been learned - coordinated its response with the Gaon Rabbf Josef Dov 
Solleveftchik. This was done in the framework of a question whfch was posed to hfm 
by the President of the Rabbinical Assocfation Rabbi Shraga Scheinfeld and the 
Vice-President, the acting President of the Synagogue Council, Rabbi Henry Se:igman, 

/ 

who 1s also an active member of the Rabbfnical Associatfon. 
/ . 

st'"' ,, At the same t1me, 1t'-s feared that despfte· the·'clear stand taken by the Synagogue 

r:-1 

Councf 1 to the effect that there'.s no room for 1nterrelfgious partnership and that 
everyone should walk 1n the name of hfs god and we shall raise the banner of our God, 
that thf s document may arouse mfssfonary activity - whfch begfns with dialogue 
between priests and "rabbis", Jewish partfc1pat1on f n Christian ritual, etc . We 
have already wftnessed such partnership in the past in the partf cfpatfon of Jews on 
behalf of The American JewfSh C0111Tiittee in the "Holy11 Year declared by the Chanch 
as 11Jubf lee Year". Rabbf Sche1nfeld has of course vfgorously condemned this 
partnership between Jews and Christians. At h1s initfatfve, the Synagogue Council 
whfch fncludes Orthodox, Conservative and .-.. Refonn, has come out against Jew1~h 

participation in Chr1stfan rituals. 

There fs also the statement made by the Mfnfster of Religious Affairs Dr. Yftzchak 
Raphael, which fs fdent1ca1 wfth the stand taken by Rabbi Solleveftchfk and other 
great Torah scholars f n the U.S. 

• •• /2 

0 
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The Synagogue Council statement against interrelfgious cooperation, even after the 

Vatican's statement was published, has given rise to considerable publfc echo. 
Even the New .York Times has devoted special ·,space to the subject. This statement 

~ven acts as a guideline for Jewish organizations here which receive their fnspfration 
from the State of Israel. 

This problem deserves to be clarified in its widest context. For without appropriate 

··· explanation there 1s, as_ expressed above, serious danger that part of the religious 

comnun1ty w111 be ensnared unconsciously 1n mis~ionary activity. 

It is therefore all the more desirable that we elaborate upon the stand taken by 
Rabbi Solleveitchik, inasmuch as ft can serve as a gufde to the perplexed on the 

question: dialogue with the Christians, yes or -no? I had a rare opportunity to 
hear Rabbi So 11 evef tchf k • s opi n 1 on even before th.e "Document" was pub 1 ished • 

.The Rabbi 1s vigorous fn hfs oppo_sftfon to "interre11g1ous" actfvftfes. He also 

; opposes theological debates, 1nclud1ng dialogue between priests and "rabbis". 
~~ . ' 

: ·.-

In order to overcome his opposi~fon, various cfrc:les initiate meetings between him 
: .. 

and heads of the ChU!rC_h. Inter alfa, a meeting was i n1tiated between him and 
• ' ,I 

Cardinal John Wi 11 ebrands, who 1s head of the Office for Re la t1ons between the Church 

and the Jews at the Vatican. 

· This priest, a 11ber~1 man, 1s a friend of the Jews and ·of the State of Israel. He 

was born 1n Holland. . . .The Cardinal° asked to vi s1t the Rabb1 at h1s home fn Boston, 
_.::but because the ve~yJa~t that such a meeting was taking place was to be kept secret. 
~ ., 
: ·it was decfded to hold 1t at th·e New York Hflton . 

::0:.~f}· 
( . 

Details concerning the_ content•,: of this conversation have been made known, to me-. , 
Though I was given this fnfonnat1on "not for publication", as I understood 1t, but 

because I w~s not exp.1:1citly forbidden. to pub~1sh ft, I .have decided that after the-
J . . . 

publfcatton of the "'Vatican Documemt" i-t 1s both permissible and necessary t-o 

'i bring echoes of that m~et,ng to the attent1on of the public. But because I d1dn.' t 

! take exact notes, the responsibility for the ,precision of my fnfonnation rests 
:...,., on th1s writer exclushely. 

. .. /3 
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The Cardinal: Dfa
1

log~~fare desfrible to both · sides. 
~ :,: ·:. :/ .__ ........ 

The Cardi nal begafi: ·by ;~-~~anicfng the Rabbi for ·~e ineetfng. He also:admftted ·that 
the Church's sin against the Jewish people for thousands of years was inde•d· ~reat. 
It~ sin was great sevenfold, he said, during the '.period of the last holocaust • 
However. today there 1s a sincere desire on the part of the Church to mend its ways • 

. . .. -:~;~·:.·· ·:·;:~·~>l~.-·· . ;. . 

It aspires to bring ab~ut a change for the better in relations between Christians. 
• • : ;: • . • . ... •.• ; • J • • .. ' 

and Jews. However~ " fii' order to brfng about a full and meaningful correction. he 
added, dialogue ·1s· "~:,~rdtd· fn order to ffnd· out what fs COlllllon to both of us and 

. I · 

what continues to divide us . 

He went on to say t'hi·t' .. to his great sorrow there fs a group in Rome wh.ich has stf 11 
1 ea.rned nothing at;Kt ~ts!~otten nothf ng~· This g·ro!Jp 1s not pre.pared to · reconcf 1 e i tse 1 f 

• • ' ' : . ' ·· ~1· · ' • • ,· 

to· any change. . ,;. r, .... . 
... .. ~ ... h :'1 

.... r· 
~ : ; . ' .. 

": 1 i., . 

" 'He a·lso rained prals~~).apon the Jews. to the point Where after he left h1.s meet1n~ 
l'· · wf th the Rabbi he ~ask~d. ,~·ne of. Ms escorts: Ani .. ~I still speaking as a Christian? ... . .... ,.. " . 

·_ Dialogue with the Jews. the Cardinal added. w~uld strengthen the position of liberal 

i· / elements in the Ch~r~h" vb a vis the conservatives· whose wetght 1n the Vati'can · 1~ 
~. .-'-sti 11 considerabl~~- ·:: ,:,', ; -.. ·· . . 

p • •.:·.;,. , 

. ' 

"And that includes ;' th~;:iPopetl:. Rabbi . Soileve1tch1k ;'interjeet'ed. :rhe Cardi·nal dfd 

not reply... Fo·~ . ~; ;·<~he reasons he had · pre~enied. the C.ardinal repeated his 

proposal to organi"z~ 'dialogues and other ·interrei"ig~o~s act1vfties, which he was sure 
would bring the bl,~,~i~·9 ~of understanding', between the two stdes. 

. . ~ .. . , 
.. I~ =·• .... ~ . :; . ~ 

"We have a 'long arid ·'bl;oody account.: •• 11 

. . .... ~ ·. :: .; : ·. ' 

I 

· ·:1n ·:,hfS reply, Rab~_f ·,~·~llevei~chi·k· said (I am wr~:t1ng thfs from memory) < We. have a 

.. .-<:very long and a blo~)i :a~count~ It cannot be easily · erased. and certaf nly not ·by 
' - ' I !.. . . sta.tements alone. sta.tements which for the most part are unclear and subject to 

i . • . . 

·'" ~onf11cttng tnterpret•;t1ons. · · 
1·./·.~~-v;7.( . .. • 
(.. . . . ·~. ,· . ' 

, 
If you really want s~erJous changes you must . appro~ch -the_ matter with piercing 

.'J. · . . 

. -~ . 

•. 

: .. , .... '/4 . .. .... - .... 

_.;:~:·;~~ 
·;· ,;~ 
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soul-searching about the past. and you must most of all prove by deed the sincerity 
of your intentions. · . ·~·: · 

. ' 
• .lj 

"For example?" asked :the Cardinal 

The Rabbi : There 1s the matter of the State of Israel and the Church's attitude 
towards it. To this day. the Vatican has not recognized the State of Israel. 
It even undennines the .. wholeness of Jerusalem and the sovereign rights of Israel 
to its eternal capital;· 11t1hich is als.o the eternal capital of the entire Jewish 
people and 1s an integral princf ple of our fa·ith. ~ 
If the Pope ' s intent1'ons are really sincere vis a vis the Jews, he must f1.rst of 
all r ecognize the 'State of Israel and Jerusal~ as f.ts capital. This recognition 
would constitute a tangible gesture :.as a first step for repairing the .relations 
between ·Chri st1 ans:·, .and~ Jews • 

. : .. . ··;. 

The Church must also.:·recognize that the Jews are the people of the Torah. ~~t the 
.. ·"Bible fs ours ·and·' th'-t· .1t is our breath of life·, and that we derive our ve_ry 
·/sustenance from the Revelation at Mount Sinai. . We have guarded our Torah wf th 

. • .~. =1::\ . ·. ·• : 

supreme devotion ancf :~~e Church must admit that we. the Jews of today, are not 
·'some kind of. wand~.r·f·~~ ---flock which has no· connection to the Revelation • . 

·; . . ·::· :-~~ _r:.'" 
'. . . ~ 

. The Cardinal: I '°recc)gnbe that th~ connectio.n b~tween the Bib.le and the. Jewish 
people. 1ncluding·,_.~t~~s~. ·T,1v1ng today, 1s ·;egit1~ate . · 

. · . . · . . . : . .. . : . . . : . ~~ ·: ~ . 
. ... : ·;'.'_ ... ..\·= . ·.· , 

· The Rabbi: Are Hts Ex~e,.iency and the ·vatfcan · P.repar!d to .declare this pu~11cly? 
:; , l 

' . ' 

The. C&rd1na·~ did 1l~'.~ .~~·~P.1Y te the Rabbi's qu~~tion. He only said : It's not so .·simple ••• 

Recognition of .Israel· as .a .First Step . 
• · 1 • 

~ Israel. 

·The Rabbi repeated· h1$_:. q"'es~1on concerning .the Vatican•'.s recognition of the State of 
. : . ·; ·::).·· ' ' . . . 

. . • " . , ,• 
• . ·1. ' 

, i.The Cardinal: Oes:ptt~ .many pressures which h~ve been exerted from various· sources, 
' .·• ... ; 

Pope Paul VI has not c~ out with · any statement. against the State of Israel nor even 

. ~ ~ . ~ ... 

. : ~,'r ... ;. • • • ./5 
.... .. 

.. · . . 

: ~ .. . . 
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•' . ·. :. ~ ~ . ' 
,.-; ... -;...· 't'· • 

aga1nst .Jew1sh Jerusal~· 
.. ·~·. ;·~. ·. : :·~ .. ~-~·~.~ ~ .\~: .. ~· 

· · ·· The Rab~1 d1d not:~e~~i;~>thoug·h he has much to . s~y on this subj~ct, as he ·told me. 
,.' •. . • •, ~ .•. .,:-;•: ,!

1 
I' : •I , ' ', : • , . 

· ·· : . after the conversa·t forf-;.·: :· . , . · , .. · · 
..... 

- ' . 

. The meeting cont1nuec( wft~ a debate about d1a1o·gue between representatives ·o'f the 

Church and between ~e~~esentat1ves of Jewry. · 
. . : ~ 11.::;·.;· ·• .. ~. ·: ' 

' ' :~\ , .. ;·,·. ':.· . . 
The Rabbi said: We ate .. opposed, for the fo11ow1.ng reasons: 

' ,:· ~ : ~:..;;.>/ · . . 

fi.rst of all, the ~~~~·~pt of "Jewish tbttology" does ·not exist. It therefore stands 
' . ", . • • ·~ ; . ' . .• I • ' . 

to reason that there _,re. nQ Jewish theolog·iatis. However, if you want to discuss 
Jewish philo$ophy, ·J.ewfSh thought;,. then t•m· pr~pared to do so at any time. 

'· ... .. ··: 
~:· ;;- · ~:". ..... . ~ . 

The C•rdfnal wan.ted: :. ~<> .. ~ndersbnd the difference · betw~en Jewish theology, ... R,h1ch 
according to the Rabt>i . .:c~oes not extst, anct Jewish. philosophy.. · 

.~ ··. • • .... •:I ' • 

/ ' ' · 'i".~.:.{>' ·. ! ' ' .. . 

The Rabbi answered :"h ~m)n a. way that. was both ·detailed and convincing. 11 If ·and .when 
.. ·.:• 

.. religious debates betWeen Rabbis and spokesmer:a of the Chr1st1an Church took place, 
1t was always the Ch .. ~rch .which forced them upQn :the .Jews against their will. They 

, : • I ~ - '• 

were always to our dts$at1'sfact1on.u, Rabbi Sofl~veitchik emphasized. .·. · 
- . ·- . '' .. . 

. . . ~·: ;·. 

·'. ··Man:J.s faith: .wa 1 k· .. -humbly with the · Lord· Your. ·God•-
··. ·•··· • ·, I ' • ' 

.. : • . .... 
'rhe Rabb1 added: :the .fai:th of a man 1n Israel.· the relat1onsh1p between him --and 

' Ms .Creator, is a .~~t~"·1~t1mate thing. :He doesn't speak about .it even with. his 
own famfly. My fathet .and teacher, .may he rest 1n peace, from whom I learned much 

: Torah. dfd not speak ~ft.h ine· about matters of faith- even once. These matters are 

for the heart and''"riot::,for ·discussion. 
I \ • •• • • ~ ' 

·:··· · 

It goes without s·ayl~~. that these things should not be a subject for public dialogue, 
·for open debates tha't ' .. bear with them the· reward of 11 publ1c1ty" ••• 

, , '. • ~r .•-' 

"Walk humbly with 'the .Lord your God11
, this i~' the conmandment wh1ch has become law for ... 

--. . ' . 
. · -1 : ... ... 

' ...... . , 
-. ' ," . ·< • I 

": .. . ••• ./6 . 
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the belf ev1ng Jew • . _ y~u must understand thfs and respect our view. 

' .. , 
:."<··'; The Jewish concept ."ki'<iusha" means separation~ ·difference. That fs to say, '.total 
:: ·..:. : .. d1ffererit1at1o~ fr~1~1 :::o'ttier things. When man unites with h1s Creator. the _supreme 
. . : COD111andment. and th{id~nd1tfon. 1s absolute solt.tude. 

' ~· • • f ·. :·· . :_I!. ! . 

It can thus be un~erstood why th1s cannot be a subject for 1nterrelfgfous dialggue. 
,!. . . . 

. ·· '· .. ~ :_ ·. 
Diametric . opposf t1 on.:· . 

1 . • .• ~ J:, . 

The Rabbi continued·: 1n our approach to th1s issue there 1s dfamett1c oppositf on 
between Judaf sm and .Chr1.stfanfty. or ·Western culture '1n general. The difference Hes 

. . .. .:·: . ' 

1.n whether the prf_vat~ . or: public nature of thfng·s fs anphasfzed, as for example fn 
' .. · 

matters between h1m· and her, where ·Juda'.fsm 1s strict about modestj. Matters of fat.th 
are another case,<~nd :;:~~qufre utmost modesty~·· ;. " H<>W ts it possible then to ·dfscuss and 

to debat.e publicly :~~~ers of faith wfth someone of another religion? 

The Chri st1an relfg1on. is basically, originally and essentially an evangeHcal one·. 
_.That fs to say, i.~ · 1mwses upon its adherents the. mission of acquiring souls for 

- ~ .... ·. 
ft. Mfssfonary ·a~t1_yity 1S therefore. a .supreme conmandment that every Christian 1s 

. . ·-.. · . 

required to fulfill,~ '·" -. : . . . . ·. ~ . . 

Judaism 1s the extrem~ - opposite. 
1s what our rabbis ·bave :taught us. 

. . . ' ... 

· "Converts are for Israel like a sore oh the -skin" 

And we have 1~deed preserved this principle 

always. The Jew~ :· h~~e._ no 1n'stftut1on, orgar1~~at1on or even tendency for mf ssionary 
act1v1ty. . ., 

As a res'Ult of this polar df~ttnction· betwee·n Juda.ism and Chrfst1an1ty, ,your motive 

for fnterre11gioas d~alogu, is m_issionary. even when you don't admit it, and even 

when you yourselves a~e. not conscious of ft - . and · I am not crit1c1z_fng you ·for thts. 
for you are only fulf.11:11ng a convnandment of your relfgi on. However, the Jews have 

,. r ' •, . I I 

/ ..,not nor can they have .: such a motive, for our relig.f'oh is: not m1ss1onary in nature • . "' . . . ' ~· ' . ' . 

Therefore, the urge that exists for you ~oes not·· ~xfst for us, and we have no need 
. ·:-: . . · 

for nor any justi·fica~·ion whatever for fnterreltg1ous dialogue. 

- • ,...'• . . 
. .... . ' -

• • ~ • f : ' 

... /7 

.: 

. ... 
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When a secular non•Jew.-,reacts sympathetfca-lly to the Jews, there's no reason for us .- . 

to entertain suspicions or to cast .doubts upon .his intentions. But when a clergyman . . 

1s glad· to partfcf.pat·e, .1n a dfa logue with us," even ff he 1s liberal and promises that 

. he fs sympathet1c . ~owards · the Jews and his only intention fs to encourage mtJtual 

understanding, there ·i·s reason to fear that knowingly or unknowingly . and perhaps 

only subconsciously, there throbs fn his heart the expectation that "the Jews will 
finally see the l1gtit11arad'.he 1s thus hastening. that longed-for day • •• 

. : . .. 

· , . "Combining Authorityl'. ··111·,:.damaging and forbidden ." 

People who are not"well-~cquainted with our prayers and who do not delve deeply into .. . .. 

thiir meaning - lfke those. who don't understand the true nature of the Christian 
.; -~-- ... 

rite - seek and claim "to find "a comnon element11 between the two. In fact, there 1s 

no common e 1 ement . n~r J s there any ana 1 ogy or · s 1m11 arf ty between them. On . the · 

contrary, there i~ .. :~ _"_di~m~trfc difference. Therefore, any talk about ucormion 
prayers11

, abou~ JeWS -~rtfcipat1ng in Christian religious rites or celebrations 
. .· ;.."' .. 

stems from lack of .knowledge and lack of understanding about both the Jewish and 
. . • . . l,·.... . 

· the Christian csystems· 'of prayer. The more a· person is rooted 1n h1s own faith, 
' : ·. . . 

the farther he 1s ·~r~ : t~at of the others - but at the same time, he respects .it 
mu~e . 

' .. -:: ···· 

. ; 
The Rabbi concluded: :-.:th_e initiators of dialogue and other interrelfgfous act1v1ti es 

~ '· .. : . 
explained the1r in1t1a~1.ve as the aspiration ·· to repair relations between Jews and . 

. • . ,~:;_: . . . . 
Chr1st1ans. To my .mfod, relations would be better ~ and even fr1endly,'/ .:~hen ·both 

• ~ • ?.. ~· • • 

sides reconcile themseives to the factual situation (of course, with the oblfteratfon 
. ~ ( . ·:-=· .,, . 

of ant1-semit1sm), that ·we have two totally different religions. It is a pity, and 
• !. . 

undesirable as we1i , ·,-t .o 'l0ok for imaginary similarities and to try to find coomon 
. ·. · .. ::. : ., . 

... denominators for the ~ak.e ·;/of11comb1n1ng authorities". 

Instead of this. the :;R~-b~1 concluded, each shou .. ld respect the faith of the other, 
. " · : .. . ' 

w1 th a 11 1 ts d"i ff erences··~ . 
I ::· ' 

• • • .. 1.. 

And the conclusion·: · ·_in 'socfo-pol1tical matters there 1s room for dialogue for the 
sake of mutual under·sta.riding, and perhaps th~r~· are also a few areas 1n ~h1ch ·1t 1s 

. ~~ . ' ' . . . 

worth collaborat1n~('for·' the sake of all concerned. · But in matters of faith - let . ";: -~ 

each man go in the'. ·name of h1 s god, and we 1 n . ~he name o~ The Lord • 

. . . '.· 

., . ... "'.'" 

. ·:· . . END . .... : . 

, ' ~a 

" .ff; 
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MEMORANDUM '· 
··· ~· · 

To: Ber:train.· Gold, 
·. " 

From: Zachariah Shµ'ster · 

Subj: Meetings ·~i.t.h World Co.un~il of Churches and Vaticait ·commi ssion 
··• ~ ' : : • ' • "-:[ J 

w.c ;c .•. Mee~ing_. ~ r1arch : :\a·~·:.: .... <; ..... ~ - ·· · · · · 
. • t - ; : . 

. The Steering C~minittee ; of IJCIC. met -in Geneva with . the · .Steering 
'Commi.ttee o~ 'the wee to ~9nsider dev~i.opments that have taken 
place· ·since· the consultatic;m in London in January arid to. ·discuss 
pla,l)s .for the futur~. Our ·grqU.p ·con~isted of ' Henry'.S·iegman, · Or. . 
Lud,wig ·:e:hl;'lich, Prof. Talmon~ Dr. ~iegner and -myself; the .. tvcc group 
·had Dr. Luka·s ~ Vischer, Rev·.~ · .Snoek, · Dr~ Franz :v.on Hcillnmerstein, (who 
will. replace Rev • . Snoek. as the officer . in charge o:f relation~ with 
'the Jews) Mr~ Leopold j ·. Niilu.s / Dr. · samarthe ·an<J. Or ~ John Taylor·'. 

. . . ": · ... ' . . . . . ' ( . 
' . ' ' .· ; ' ' .... .. - ··~ ' . . . . . . . ' ' 

· One of · t~1e main · subject~ on ·the . agenda wa~ ·the :issuing of a p"L1bli
cation which . would . summarize . the consul ta tioris.: bE'itween j ewi sh and 
WCG repr;esentativa~· ··during · the. period " 196'8~1973~ - Both sides ' fel'\:. · · 
.the( 'rieed , for · a) ··taking. sto.ck ~f . ~e various m~etings and contacts 

i>Ji~~;f;~Jgiy~ take?;l:·,place· ·1n:"th~ . ·~ast . years on' ·a fOlft\~l. level b~t.we~?f .-. _.· ... 
'''>:';JEi°w~_f?I;i'.-.,,·afid ·c~~j..stia;n r~prese·n:t.ativea; · b) . t9- make ·known' ''to· pW>l.i:c- ···· ·· 

. op,in;i(?,µ: ·at.: large .:the facb(o:lf. .:thi's". relat:ipnshi:p;· and· •c) ' to e.va1·u·ate 
:t;lle· : ~~~p~r'iem:ie: ·_as ·.s.e.en. i?Y·: ~e Je\-.,i'sh. 'and :.chris'tian pa'.r .tic.ipants ~ ' 

r ' · ) ' • • 

. "r_~·. ~~:~ ·.,~~,~~Eid: ... :· ,~-~fit.· ·:t:P.~.~ p~~~~~t, should pre·sent , a. f a~b.~ai . sWtiinai:y · 
of.'. the>di.s·cussio~s· :tna1;: wer·e· held ·c:,n ·vartt:?us ·levels; }Jetween .Jews 
ap.q th~ ·,wee; ·a.I,ld ~l~.o evaltia tions · by ~acli ·~ide· of the.: significa·nce, 

·of. these encountel;'S •. .. : · · · . . , ' ·· · · .: . · 1 · • • • • - • • • • , · ~ 
.. 

.. ··~~1:.o~~ :me~ti-n<j vl~~ the repx-ese~ta-tives 'of<fille' wee me1riber~ of the ._ 
.-. _.:-rew.ish group; got t()getn~r . for .an : 1n~ensive ·revfew of . a draft; pape~· 
._ .of our. side's .interpretation ·of . 'the .·contac·ts 'with ' the :wee • . '.After . 

a ·.thor.o\?._gn ~d· a~·taiied ~i.sdussio.n· .. ·which ·las.ted ·many hours vi.'? · · · 
agreed ori a text that woul.d .'have two par ts; ' one , a ' short; 'reci t'11 _ 
of the var~ous .meet.ings anc'.i matters discussed; two, an evaluation 
of -:the general ·evolution of Jewish/wee ·relations dilr ing the -period 
under·' X:eview. · 

. ' 
\ • I ' 

. ' 

' .r ' 

. ; .~ \ 

) ~· . 
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Af_ter stating_: · _:th-~t . -,the ·wee "ci.ea'.rl.y se~s ·to take its reia.t:ipn_-
$hip with th$ \re.wi~.h people seri~u-s.J.y" J.t is no~ed that on.~ of 
the most use~ul . poi_nts of these contacts was ~e_ , estai;>lishm~nt!. 
of an ·important and.-,.valuable. ch,.annel of conimuni~ation. : It ' ~en , 
points c)ut that ·th~ Jewish side requested clarificatd.ons- reej~d-
ing. WCC actions anci'·-statements con¢erninq the ?1.i.ddl.e .East , tp·'.wh'ich 
the Christj.an si~e ·not only -responded to question~. but·. of-fer.ad· in:.. 
formation which they felt should . be 'shared', with the 'Jewish par:tners. 

• .' . i • . . •, .•. . " r •• • •' ' • ' • • , • • ' , . • , ! • •, , . . 

I~ general, . it ' ·ie{ . noted that . the u·se~ulne·ss of theS~ exchanges_ . 
lies not only in the programmatic possibilities they open up,· but 
·atso lead, to _ a better·percep~iqn of how ¢h:ristians an~ Je~s un-
derstan4- themselves .~ . : · · , - . . · _· . . . 

With r~ga~d to t}ie ';issqe o.t . Israel;'. :the Jewish ·evaluation . stat~s 
that while· t>n the -_ Christian · side .'there is · soinet;i~e.s t,tie . fe~lJng 
thai;. the Jewis~ partne~s : r~jecl'it all cr~ticism ·of Is:z.:ael 'as ~9,,_s~ile 
or eva·n. covertly _anti-Semitic, the -Jewislf side~ on tjle oth~r · bimd, 
lacks the · assU.rahce that Israel~ s right to . exist -is · beyond· debate. in the · Chr·i'$'tian .world. . · .. · . : · · . · · · . · · 

I• , • • F • - • •' 

!t then "POl:.~ts olitf. that· ·th'3 growiri·(;{.d'e~west'erni:zatiori ·in the -~~~c' _ 
creat~_s· :·po~d-~.i~e1 pf?S§il.>ilJ.tie_~:.-,for·:· - p~es~n-ti.ng .. Je~s. -!lnd · j~d~.r~m- t() 
t.h~ · tjd~ra wori&7;eo:. ~C'lentify · J~w_s w;lth thE;' Wes~ and as be;i.ng ·l.A ·c;>p.:.. 
position .tc::a th¢ · forc~fLof·-- llb~_rat~c;>n'• . 

· .. ··. : 
.. ( 

~~.r 
·~! 

·t~:: 
. ·. · 1' 

•, . 

·-~~: .·.; 

' :-.·-: .i~ 

• • • • ·: '· ' • . • • • ~ • ' • • : • • ~. • • • • - • .' :' J • .·~~-~- ! ... 
The wee · is: now· pre·pa.ri~_g· a · ·similar. document· whicl;l, ~s· iµdicated ::,· , 
before1 wi~l: be, .. P,ubllshed .- c:iiongsid·e · the ·. ;:rewi~li .ev~~ua~ion in .. ~he .-- --~, . 
. publ-i.·cation, •,afid ·;the wholEf ·schedUl~d ·to appe~- at th~ . e~d O~ this , '--'·'~ -
year·. • :('The' full-.: text ·¢£ - t~e" Jew~sh.- .statament; will b~ forwardeQ. __ .,:. 
·t:o ,·you:- shortly-~) : " ... · -· · · · ··. .. . . ' H\~ 

·. . .. ' ·, · . .. • .:·.: ·! .' . . . ' • · . .• . • 1 ( · . '... ..' •. ·• • ' ~: . ' '. ;~- : ~: 

·Dr. ·:tiuJta.s -Vii;;cher:· preset,lt<!d ·ari·-a-ide ·.memoire bf' . .- thir L9~dori : co'n~ult~ -\ .· 
at.ion· c;>f >.;ranuary_ !this · year. ·This' paper ' ·S~.iz~s ·:.t.h~ sch6;t'~ly· : ' - ~- -·· 
.di-scµss~ons o_p ::· th~_- _n~t:~~- of ·, J?~owe~ .. - ~·s .· c9rice~_ved· b.~ .·J~w.s .a·hd · · _. . . -.- . · 
C_hristt-1.C!lns ~ai:id · tpe :- role of. ·tlie .. sta_te: .whi~h - e~er~4-~~s p9wer·~ . . ~··:'- · 

. Some _.c)f.- ·.~h'e_se· .'papers· , ·as,·well, -:_'as- ·others thai;; were :·re.ad. at pre- f!·e:;{_ 
vi~~; c9~sµltfi.t~ona,_ will ·_~onst~tu~¢' part of . ~e .'PUbiication · ~e~. '..\' .. . 
ferred --to -abo1ve i ' .-_ · · : · · ' -. · · : · · · · · · · -- > 

An i!lterestii<J ~~d Uirety ' disC~s~~o~ on a sUbj ect (\'.f <:W:re~t in,- . . t _;.'._;_:_, 

terest -con.eel). tra ted _.. ~o:urid -two_ ·res9_1u tions .. adopted· .. by· . the · pN' .- liwp~n - -
Rights . ~onµnission .. -a-t: its .. +ast': session. "in ,._Gerie_v~·. 0ne· ,.dep+<:)r~.s . ·. · .. ·.:.~_:_,,_.=.I_-.·:,:~~-~-·-· 

- ·"the po:l.icy<-tfnd. ·prac~ic;e_s _ of : desecr~tion · :c>f Moslem . and· .Chr.i'stia_n : ~": -~ 
shrines, .· an:d : fn·."~'1i;s . J:esp~ct _:~he ·ii_l"."'-treatment ~of ·religiou·~.- -·le-a~· · · ---:~~ 
d~rs_. and· yiol~t;!.'ons .· of·-·. right·~-.,·'?.~ wor~hip.' fn· ter~ito.ri_es occ~pi~d_._. .. _· -~~~ 
.by .Israe~ .• " · T~e i.9~her resol~~iqn ,4e:a1s. ' in g~~~_ra.~ wit~. -~i~~ation .. " ,; ;~-\'l~ 

· of human· r~qht·a .~in ·,_ the· territories: ; :p¢~pied: ·~s a r~$ult;. of hostil..:. - -.. t~ii 
ities ·in the· · M!?d1~-- Ea'~t •. · The: ,&]ew.i'sh"··r~pie$-~n.tat~ves ~-t · ttl~i ·. Jllee.t- · · 
·ing with ·the ·wc.G rai-sed ··the 'qti~$ti9~( o·f .- why .. the wee tOQk ncfposi- · ··. 

· tion on these -_r .e¢iol._utions . o~. the: - ij\li.~n _·Rigl.lts " co~ist;!i9n, wJµch · \f;;;l;.l.' 
are in . fl~gr~t c6nttadiction to.- reality. • The '-WCC: rep~~se·n~tive · -- ~-i~-·~-~.} __ :.;_~.: 
responded that they are fully aware_ .that . the _re~olution abq~t;,. -;; -~ 

. ·f{· : . : ·~i~~ 

J~ I -
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violations of hQlY· places is a total corruption of the facts 
and th~t the ac¢us~~ions are absolutely ~alse. Ths reasQn fo~ 
their· not taking any public a~ti9n on thls was, they sa.id; that 

_ .. they could not. . opP,Ose· wholeh¢~rtedly· t.he entire content of the 
second. resolution •. ·They cla·im. th~t they have received m~ny com
plaints from inq~v,id.ual.s in the occupied territories who were 
subjected. to e,q>u~$ion . and dep6rtation for no good reason and 
without due proce~$ of law. Therefqre; to protest against the 

. f:t.rst resoluti,on . a!'ld being silent about the second would have 
. b~en a haif-trqth. · · 

·-. 

Prof,. Talmon suggested that the. wee $'W>in1t to him the names of 
th.e persons . who had complained· and ' the nat\lre of these complaints. 
He·W0\!4ld then· tra~sinit the~e t9 the ![srael qove.;:nment., The WCC 
gladly accepted hit;l proposal and promised to prepare 'the request-
ed ·material .. · · 

" 

.. ~·:· ·.·.' ' '. . ..... . . 
• I 

. " , . 
' ; . ' 

"··.~ . 

' · 

·J . 

. :·. ,. 
.:;_._ .. 

': 

' ... .. ' 

: · . . 

'.· . ~ 

: •: 

. .. ... . ... ... .. 
·. :·: '; ~: '. 
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1. ··The £.ac,t that. a ,doc\iman~ ... ~plemen.ti~g the ,Vatican council 
. qeqlcµ:-ation f .ina;lly· was publish~ .. s.ignifies that, the problei:a 
· · o.f i '~ the d~velopi\t,ent.- 0£ rel.igi~~~ . f$~8:tions'·pf!twee~ eathol,ics an(l 
·;1e'ttis ha.s noti .been. ignored by ·the ... C-htireh~ · ·:- . .- . . 

• .~ • _~ • ) - . :· • ....._. i_ . .. . : • : : ' ~ : ' ~ • ... • - • ~ • 

... ·2,·. ," Approval wa~ _·.gi:ven ta· the all.)~.$ion~ in . $e ·g.ui.d,e,lin~s t9 age
oici qonf:itontat;iQ:ri:; .. to a depl,.oi;:'~ble past and. ~he· Nazi illiiS.Ba.cre ~· . 

• • . • · "¢J ~ • . • • •• 

3· • . - MC$lt., stattemerit~" erqpha~ized'. ithat . th.e doc:Wneht. strong . eertdemms 
anti-:S~tism: and ; discrimina~ion : in · any form. 

4.r. : ~atisfactio~ .wti~ . exp·r~sse~ ; ~-~ ·'.the .f~~t that the guidelines in
.:ti'.~ "t,~; . . <;~i,·~~i~~,! .. 1f-~> ... ~~-~-~- .C??:~·- !9:~ .. ~-~~~-1f~2-J._, ... j;~a,~~~- .bY ... ~h$.ch~. J.ews 
define ·themselves • . ·. . : · . · . . . .. .. · . . . . . . - . ' .·· . ' . ' ' 

. • •• ' ' .· : :" • . , • • ' • • ' • • • • .· ' • j ' ' .. . . ~ ~ • • 

. s:~ . No.te wa_s rt~~n: of, the af:f.i.rma.t$.ort in the guidelines of .reli• 
·9.i.0'1s.':Y.a.tU:e$ fn po~t~E?iblidal ~udaism. and _continuity. . :: : 

. ... . .. . . . . . . . . ·:.. . . . · . ., ~ ; . . . . . 

6.• ·. : ".1C~o.n af!'t.i~J'l ·, fo~.:peace. and", ·soei~l · jus~ice was widely con- • 
s.id.er¢d a~ .. ~ a ·'pt,.ivlieged a~_ea· ·te,ii.' _£µt;UrE!. r~iat.~c;ms betw~en ciathoiios 
and· J<=,;yri;. ~ .. _ :.' ·, ":. · , · · ':" -:· .. " · · · · 

: 7 •· , Par.tic~li;u/.~~~t:i.fic~tion. was:>e~pt.es.sed . ::ith. :~egard t() ~e :in~ 
. , · ' .V.!t.atiQn h1.··t.n~ '. qu~delines -t(;> the . study of judaism among the ·sub-

:._~· 

-. ·-
.' .. :,·~ 
:··r•' 

~; . 
. ~ .. 

" .• f 

-' -;.: 

·-·. 

, . ... 

. , ·)·eats· .. taµgh:~~'.:·ii.?;~~.cat,~ol;i$!:. ~"~~u9~td;Qnat::.in~t~tµt.f..0~$..~ .. .. _ . . . . : :: .. :,-'.~ : _",, 

;.:. ·. · .~.'· . : s·~~i·~~.~cti~~- -w~:s . a1:~0 ":~;~~·~:~~:d ~i.th.:_~:~~;~~~'.·.e~· .~he ~\!~;9~st~~n ·· 
... · . in;·-t:ne .. cfuide.lJµ~s'J~.ha·t : catitQl:fg . au.th.or~~i~s ~1t~ail\ leµde~·$ f.O,p di.a- '" 

·~~~ .. ·: ;. i~?..i;te . b~tit1e.e~:";:~:~·t·~~i~p~ ,~?.': · ~\!~-~~~\~·:;: ,; ··::···\ , .. _., .... :·. :·· .... · .. _ .. ·., .~· ~;::-:;-/ -. , .: . f :· 

·: .. . :, r>e · :con1!Eins~n a:1.~o,; .. r~p6~~ed· th~:·:,e.ritt:ci$~s ' ma,d~ ·of tbe .. guid~~in.~s, ·:=~~-
;:.:. -._wb:.ich. h$;·· s~~~~1z~.4'.,'.as, follo~ss . . ~-: . < .. ._'. .. .- . . .. ~· .-._, - . -,~, :. - · .:. . ./: 
~· · .. · :' .. i/ ::. The : s·j.i'.~n¢:~(i~~~ .. ,:f~~ te~~'. · 6£_:: ~~ ... pla~e : ~9C\ipied. -·by the. ~~t~on \':'. 
.. ,, .·. 0£ · peop_l.e and:·;:t~d.,, .. in": tAe Jew:-.ts~: liellgion. . . , . . . ., · .::.· •. 
.. . . ' - ' ~-: ... ~ .. -- . ~ .., ,,. ,_,.:~;~:~ ....... ·t~"" '~;·.~ .. ·:-!~·~·"'· '?'' ;"'~~> ... ·~~:~,_·:"'~'"' '"".""'"'"'"-............:.',..,.~:~""-'-"'' '''. ___ ·'~-...: ... ;,..:,_ ·: :·~. -, . ' """' 
<· · 2 ~. · _:: '.1'he ;~u~~~.s~~C?,~ :} ::>£' Plt.~y~r · ~11 c~iimlc;m:· as -not ~ccep~able to ~ · . :\:1 
; , ; O?i~QdP:JC J~w~-·- < .. . .- >·'. ' · . . . .i·:" , .. · • ·. • .. . , " · · i;~ 

< • . '. ·:: : ·. . . . ,· ~ ·;, ._· . >: <_\;.:~~~'· ·', . ' .· .:::,.~, ·::·;/.: ;_ . ": : ·. , . . " / :, ·:. ~· . . '' .. . _:'.;:, ;. ' .. . 19 
.. 3'·.. The ·p~oblertt:J9~, .. ~$·spon~lp~·i,ity~r:. tl)e, · ,p~ssi_cin- and death. o~ ,-· · f%? 
~es.~s :z;~m&in-~119 ' .. a:s! ~~.cµnb.igtj:~us - ~~: set .:.fqr.tn•·,~~· tµe · va~ica~ , .~eq_l~rf,ltiqn., ·. ~·;t 

.·· · ·· .. _4~ · A .. partti;~~-~r. _.;i'~~·;.~~-/.~~i~·~*~i~~;;~?·s· ,.~h-~~.-, ~~-~~r~f~;~~~~<{'.~ .. · ~~~ ·:~: .. 
. . 9uideli;n~s · to , th~/<.iU·ty : o,f=,:·-tne,,\Ch~.c_b~-.. tQ :-p:roclaim Jesus Christ\ was· fi·.~ 

.. ' :.' .·an· ·enc~urage~nt.(~t~·' pros~iyti,:~n,t:;. · :C.~i:»i1~a4ic1;iil~f. what_ is .:: sa~~ :. ln the ·;.;: 
d6¢ume~t . ()rl x.:~_speo~: ·_ to. (t11;e·,:.,t.a;\~:··q:~::~~h~f.Jew_s ~ ~ .. :and ... al.so.' ot,: cer~ain ,, t:2 

' . fo~l;l_lae in . · t.4$:.~do¢.~ent" reg'#q!LPi1 -<,tJ\€r', tel:.at±on.ship'.betwe:len. ·-the . -- ·· t; 
·'· .· o~d · ~a.:. ~e~ _::~~-~71,~:n~,~~. : '.: :· :;, r;'·.:.: > .. ,:;=:: '. . .'· · ._._. ..· · . .. ". ; . . <: .. ,. -·>."·'.i,1 .. >"?:·Y··'·.-.:-.~ · · .... "'_; :y.:,f: 

wi.th re·gard. to:: ·the .. : various erit±clsms',' Pafilier·· de'" eontenson pointed · · - ~·;; 
· · outl ·that · fhe :~uide,~iri~s .',_·~~r0 .. ·· d.lBa~;-;'up": .i:>Y._·~~~.~of~¢~;·a:~~.1"6r,~:~.~~~:; ·;for ' ·::;~ 

. ~ ·· . .-: . ... ;\'' , • ., ' .. ; --~ .. ·~-;. - ~; ·_.~. :·. ·.'.'/~..:-·~ . 

.. t ·- .. _ ·. • ! ;, 1" .~ ·:..~~. 
>. - -· 

-~ J. 

··,,· .. \ 
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... · C~tholics , . and · w~s . ·not . int~nde.d ~s a .. ~a.~~r.-i:p~t.~~· ·oj . ·~ud:~i~iri' -~s ·th,e 
Jews · t.hemsely~s " U~Qer~tan.d, it.~ .. :H~ .. al~C>: .saJd.- :fillat , fiJ_inc:e '·the ;··docu~ 
t;n~_nt is nst : the,:· f~~.i?t . of:. a !d·iaipg:u~;. · ~veh·,.tjl~ugh .'~n;_e~feC-t'. · it: .. ha$ 
. bep.~~i ted . ~ro~'··~e:L~atio~~-~·· a~rea~y. :~~'t?)l.ll:s~e.g_·; ·~~.t.h;"_.J~~s ,""· .ft( '.~~~~~.. none'.'" .. 
t~e1esi:;, :to et .. ~ate con4i.t'io.ns' on . t.t.i.e.: ·~?~hc:)ller slde . :~piC:.~. · .w;t·~l ... permit . . 
a .:clialog.tie .that . wl·l~: .. he)'.p'-~to.•' eJ,apoZ.:a~~ .. - ~<l .ciari·~y :l:h~" .;up'Glrulient,q~ ' .i 

:views:,· of .. ~ews· anCi_:-.·c~i'stians··' w.ith.; "r.~qa·~·d · -~(j: ·tA~b:.: ~tituEll:·:. r~J.:a't;ioris ... 
_;:: ... ;_:·., ·.: .. . . . . · _. ·_ 1·_ . _·· . .... : :"·1\. _, ... .. _ .. . -.· . . . ·.-·, ' , - -~· - ~· · · .· : _ .. • •. ~ .. : .. :,~ .. ·:_ :~ ~ · ·: ·.~··,~· .. _.· . .-·. · -

. lie .. ~en. :said. :th~t: :.th¢ · p~ijif~ify.' int:e~t:io.~~ .c).f :, .~e. :d.ocrcim~n·~ 'wa;fi'.,"'.~P sug- . 
gest and. ~nqc;>l.irag~ ~t~itmdes . an(i "aq~ions :tfu~:t; ' ¢~n ·, f~v~r:· :a ' di~ldgue· 
~d - common· ·action .b~tw(?.en· ),~~·t.hp.lics . a'n~·: :~~w·s , ·AJ?.d . is: :·p~-"\:~-c;:~+.4l·y . . 
e.np:chir:ag-ing ioc~1 .. . j,.ni 1::;ati ve· 1·~4.. ··ec)iine~i;e_a.~' . coop¢ra_tlo.ri -:~11 :·. ~~i)s· 
·dom.~iri • : . . . · · · · · · · · · · ...... 

. . - . . . . ' . . 
. · _ . " . . · = • • •. ' • . . • • • · ... 1' . • . • ' : - • • • • ' • • • • . : •• • •• • . 

A : le~g_thy: ¢li·s .cu;ssion·. f9l.~«Jwe4: this .s~ary;. ~net: it ;:wqs '.Qbv~pus .. '· 
that the Vatican represent.a~~e~· ·t9ok: note of .all .Jewi'S.h: reacitic:j>nE;J 
th~t.' «:i,r(?~e . ~ollow~*1<.r .:P.UblJc~tion : :91; . . the.: ':guic;l~-~Jnes ~ - . ·:tt: .was · a.lso 
clear . t;lia t : .they-_.~f«~i't:·'tli~~::. s~ro~. : u.iitr ~:v:~~~p~e-. · ri;:-~a~t*'oni;; :·w,~r~ '~ ue· ··:to" . 
m_is·interpre~a~~o~· ~f .... :tf~>:~e~~;l}~ '.:'.~t-~~·~~~*~-~ .. ·::~~m~ . ~-J\ -~~·, ~µ:t~~-~·fn~s, 
.par.ticul,arly._. 1ilio,se.- ~xpr~·S$10ll'~":W:f:\;qh ,:Jn~<Jh.~ ... pe .. '.lll,lGE!;t=S.~~ i~-~ .. hav1n9 . 
eonversionist. tendenci"e.s ~ ·" .. : ·.' · .. · · .. · · . · . · · .. · 

•· . . . .· ' . . -: . •·. . . . 

cc:. Tanenbaum ·: 
.Fine · · " 

. . ·~ 

' ' I 
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lc.orvl 
An Attempt · at Dividing the A~gen~-ine .Catholic .Church? 

•• . . ! . . · - • • . . . .. 

• . 

April 8 j i975 

'. .: 

-· :.'. 
~·.;•-. 

:~ .. :, 
. . In our . ~ece~t memora~dum _re J . Re~tr~ot ion~ to the Freedolll of Pres_.!=J.-, we referred '/ . 

·to tlle activities of a so called'.. "American Catholic Orthodox Church"~ All too ;_.·(:·: 
up:expectedly·, a ma.as ·on Cb.rtet~a~ .Ev~ h~d b~en oelebr~ted by tht~ . ·group under the ·.:.;> 
p~t~on~ge° .. of .. t~e. social Vfelf~r~ :~.~rti~'tr;r, h~_ad~d by_ ,t~e ~ontr~verslai Mr'• Lope·z. -~~:;·\ 
Rega, alsQ ~ivate Secretary ~o President Mrs. Peron. The . mas.~ was attended rio"~ 
oaj.y ·by -~OWn~p Roman Cathoii~a.', · ·~~ware thl:lt 1;he c~lebra.tiQn -~aS· not being 
pei-fo;tine~ by a p~iest of th_e ... ~f'~iciai Church, but alao py ."thotisanda of chil~a~ 
rii:~l,ied by the s ·ocial Welf~re Minist-~y. · 

. . . . i. . . . ~ . : : ' ' 

. ·1a~er. 6,t~temente by 1;he A~gei'itine iioman Catholic hiera~oby fiiaiQ. that none of 
it,s : ??.tshtips' had been o~lle.ci .. by -~he Ministry,· which had piQked iit» .i?$_tea4 a ·member 
of. t _he . ab~ve menti~ned. Orthodt,x Ch~ch-•18.pelled as achi.smati·c by 'the local Roman 
Catholic ~iscopacy. 

·The episode aro~sed various reactions. First of all, a. declaration by the 
Argentine Roman Catholic Episcopate aimed at dispelling the confusion generated by 
the particip~tion of a so called Catholic Orthodox Church ip a public gathering on 
Christmas Eve. The !leoiarat-J,.on stated -clearly that this Orthodox Church had -no 
links at all with. the true Roman Catholic Churcho 

At t~e same tiine, the Papal Nunci~s, Msgr. Pio Laghi, and the Chairman of the 
El>isoopal qonfe:rence, Msgr. Adoifo T6;t-tolo, met with President Mrs. :J>eron, 
a~parently in conne'ction with. this affair •. · 

Senator De la Hila (who represents the ''Union Civ:ica R~dical 11 ,'first minority'. 
pa;rty) ma!ie a, presentation tn the .Senate; asking for an i~qu-iry .a.a to why ~P,e 
Social .W~lfa;re Minia~ry ~d organtzed a religious event of that · scope.;_ without the 
p~rtici.pation a.nd. re!=!pons~'bil-i'tiY of the ecclesiastic authorlty· upheld l:>Y the State_, 
namely. the J;loman Catho~io Church. H~ objected to the whole procedlire ·-in his ·view, 
Qppo·sed to :thei principle of freedom of worshiJ>- by which so m~ey Roman_ Cathol.ios 
ha!! l)een compelled to take pa;-t in e, .ceremony- of ~ cult ~hey did 'l,'li::f~- ·belpng_ to. 

'f:b.ere ~ been, in turn, a statement by Prof. Federico Aiess~lil':-i, ·official 
spokesmcin of the Va:tican, sayin.g tb.at the American Catholic Orthodox Cb~ch h~ 
noth:ing. to do with the Ro~an Ca't!hol ic Church. 

SeverE!-1 political parties of the opposition, criticized the me~tioned interference 
of the "Orthodox Cl>.urch" w:l.th a Catholic cele~ration. The Cathe.lie monthly Criter.io 
(Fathe:r;- JQrge Mej!a, Editor) ~ade a thorough analysis of the whole affair and its . 
implicat~ons. Criterio ·w~n~ over all the fa.ots and remarked that the so oailed 
.C}lriert.m~i;J Eve mass bad p~en cel~brated by ~ "bishop" who belongs neitb.er to 1;he 
Roman Catholic Church nor to any of the gr~at Christian Churches with. which Roman 
Catllolicism maintains oord~al. -relations. 

La Nact6n and La Prensa, leading morning dailies in thii:J country; reacted in the 
fQrm of ed~t~rial ·~ticles. :eo~h _ newspap~~~ praised the document of the Ep'if?Oopate 
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Attempt ••• 

clean.~ng up the PQirtt, a.nd a.greed that although the government was constitutionally 
. } ial>lf3 to protect religious freed~, it. b,~d no r,ight to support officj.~lly the 
de~~lopment of: ouits ·other· than the~·:Ifoman Catholic one• Without roention"irig it 
• · •• ·. • · . • • G · · - -- · · · · . · · . · · · ~ • t • ' · • - • ,., • • · . • · . . .. 

"speo'i'f'·iQ.~ll'Y; ·: {b.ia remark: appJ;ied. to'. -. 1;ll~ · s·oc.i?-l ;Welf~r~ .~in:ist.ry li.~\ing .apona·ored · 
th.e Christmas celebration b-/ a. non~Roina:ri' Catholic · group. · . . · , ' . . 

• I ;! ! ,' ' t • ' ' • • ~ ' • • ' ' • I' ' ' : •t • '~ ; ... I • • ' ; ~: ~ • ' '., r ~ : . • : : ) : : I • : 

. . . . · ·,~n . rad ioal. · puQlic;iatlO:ns~· 1 llte , Cabtl.e:o· .·and· Maroha.r; -as.-,,:W,e r~¢ently report~(i... . 
" ... Jo'.i~e_ci' ~n· ·th~ 6:iiHici~m -.. and ·were·.,subsefquen:tlY· banned ·by ~h~ .~va'tnui~iit .. (for. ~heir .·. : -· 

. . . . . t·'· ' .•. . , . · , . . ' . . ' . ' . • ·· ···1 1• .. - • • . 
. ,.st~~c!t.S. . aga~ps't Mr,,' t6pez ·itega'l":: It. "is· wor:tl:l.whi_],·e ; repall;~_IH;Ft.l,l.C3,t .tq~ .,i.s~-~e ·nr.• 7 . , 

' ~! :·:MS:icha:i-: ('Wliich .inide toi,- tb.e>goverPlllen:t.al ba.n) · reporteci - ,t~~i; i~s ".~(tr~<>~', ~r.··· 
.· :.qii~~:~~~;· ~4~~~cio Kelfyt~a01:1;vei-ed "·trr '.the, u .s • a .. ~es~;a~ : ~~~~: .·:t~~- ·.~~~~nt -'~~- . · 
·A~·~l:i'bi~lio~ ' CarQ.1.nal -'Cag~ii~rio ·, t6 · AI!ierica,n , C~r~tn,al .. Te.~~nce ,J'! . ,q~olf,, '. :r~~?-~d).ng the 
heret!9al· acttv1ties promoted by :M.1'n);s.ter ~pez Rega. · 

. . . •, , . . · ... : ... 
1 • ' 1 • . j • ~· • : . u t ' I • . I· , , . • , • • . 

1
• • .~ '. • • • , ' • . • . ' ' , ::,.:- • , • . 

. . .. . !'>e~p"+~~ all this cr.tti:c.i'am, ·-the govez.nm~nt :~~. J>rt;>.d':lc:e~, .no .. Q.i~_qu~li~i_ca:ti~n of 
. , '• ' . I ~ f.. ' • • : ~ • • ' ' . ' , . . ' • ' . ' . ' 

' the celebration so far~ J?erhaps,'"beoa~e .Lo~_ez ,Rega wo~~ .no~: r~l~~qu-i~h so e~;,.1~ 
' ·'to "an:y; preij.s.ure or objeot:lon, ~d .. beq~se ·he has moved a.w~y from the Catholic 

· o~c~;. ··: as:-'~~i.~ed .her~.: . .. · " .. · '.'.:' '_·; .. '_ · ,": "". ·-. · · ·< · : ;. · 
I• • ~ : ; ' , · 

. . · .. 
' . '.. : 

• : • • • • .; ~ ' • • • • ' ' • • • • • • • • ' • : • 1 • 

· · Lo·o~ observers . };>.a:v:e . ·1 tnked.. the ·:Amer'iean Cathol io .. Orthodox Church· to .i;i. µn11a~ 
groups· in B.r.a.~'i;l a.nd to ·a. . so calied ."Argenfine ·catholic· 'Apos.tolic ChUrc~tt' with 

. head.q\l~rte_r~ ;1:~ San · Vi~~Pt.e, ~ · sµia.ll ~oWn · in the Provi~ce · of ·Buenos · A ires:. . 
• . -~ • • .' • : ! • • • .. • ' : • • ' • '. • • ' '. ! • . ~ ~ ; . l ' . -

ln th.is connection, ·the ~man Catholic hierarchy has expre·ased its concern in 
view; !lf the ,.reports· t~a:t ~ar c,lriv~;a:· ·~~"-the '·roadS :near 'Buenos' Aires,: have been 

. ' ,· , . - . • · I • • . •· ' , . \ ( , 

iately;, ~.to:pp~d . by: mell}~ers.: of th~s 9~~~ol'ic Al?Qs.tolic Churo~ ·..i.h?lped :by . -tl:!.~ pol ioe 
of Buenos A.ires Pr.evince!·.;.. t'd seil .. th~r~1 'contribu·t'ioh.;;..bonds · fer their Church• This . . • . • . • . ,. · r· . , 

. _strange prot~ction from the · poli'('.e -wbtc~· un~o':lbtedly; , s~eqlmeq. f.ro~ "euper1or 
. orders:•i~ .. has :~l~Q been .. denounced by C;iterio, ~s reail:y as.tqriis.hing. .. ... 

' . . : "': ! . ' ~ • . • . . . 

· :.redr9 . B,a~ell i .· (15 ye~~ 'oid) ~a ;·~he man· vib.o· appears ·oh ·top . of this Catholic 
Ap~s.tol;i$l : .9hu:r;ol:I,_ in, A;rgeritipa.~ . a.S .·h~~.d 6~ _the •'S~ri Vl.6eri1;e Bishropic" •. A fonner 
RQD;\an eatholic priest born in Spain arid<Ph~D• {ii · Law~ he;i later left .Roma.n 
Ga~holiolem. to beQome a o;iember of the schismatic g:rOup. H~ ~. WJ;'itten. various 

I • I • , . • ' :. • ( ' •; • • • '. ' ' • ' ' • . . • ' ~ ' • : • : ~ •• ', , . • 

boo~e t~ · ~~ioh he .. states 'hie ·po~iti~il: <;i.ga.:inst _ t4e .ya~ic~~ .. qou11C?il. II ar~d · preaches · 
f9r· ~ - reittirii ;to ' the past. One of'. the ·main _po,i~ts of . Ba·d~n~iJ.i's c:rHicis~ ·of the . 
Vaticati: 'tou~oil II ' was': cen~ered upon : th~ J>:o~ent abo~t . 'th~ Je~ 'and. · the ne~ 
attitude towa~d them adopted by the ~h'P;ch. 

. ,: : .. i.Ch~ Argertt:~ne C~tb<)l"to Apo~tol ic. C~uroh w~s orea:teQ. i~ _i97;t by . an~t~er so 
. c.cilfed-~btsho'pj' Msgr~: Morizio·,. as an ex1;~ns·ton -.of the 1.'Am~~i.9an , .9.ath~i.ic Apos1;olio 

.~m.'oh'i· · fofulded in.'Bi'azil' by pishop Du~rte Co.st~'· App~~~~·tly, ~ii . the · gi-Qlips 
following ·theiit ; · have be~n ··$et · l:lP · a:S . ·11r:iational: -chur~he~•:1 t.o .. oppose .· 'Rorrie "and. se~ a 

'· r~tw;'rt to the :re~ctfon~ ·pr~Council: w.orshi,p! · · · "' · · · 

There ,is, ·O.f co~rse, a..· strong political accent· i~ all these schismatic- groupso 
They emphasize t~o mu~h th~:d.r, 11~°ational". ohara:cter wb\~h ul tima.tely means 
. . . . •' . . 

identification with sqm~ r .ight-bound J>Olitica.l trend in ea.oh country. This is also 
the oase with the Argejltine .. Apos~olic ·chU+-ch• •Badanelli ha.~ .13tated his identifioatfo: 
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with P~~Qniem a.nd admitted having left the Roman Catholio Church. ip 195-5,. when 
. . .,. . . . . ) . . "... . ' '~~. :-

' ~h~ . ·~·u~ge~tine :E-)>is·oop.at.~ 11sp~~~ ~v.t . w.~·~h01:1;t ex~~pt.ic>n aga-i~at 'Per'6n,:'i.~. . ·, \ _ 
- . . · .. , . . . ·' ·' i ' • l. ·: · .. - . • . ·.. . . . -_ • : . · • ·. . ' ' \ : 

-. - ~t.''. £1.b~~-~·d' be. ~e!'.~lled:·_in this· cbnn~otl.~~- th~t "tthe .· ~~.~!ltin!3 ~man Ca.1!hoiic : .. \>> 
h~ere;;9i;cy J1ad . . a.9~u~~)·.Y -. played .. a.._:pig .. :r9r~· tn' -th'e . ir:'..a.d~a~ ,.:lo~·~ ·of,· _in.fluence of -Peron;':-:'\ 

· ~. ·.:•· . o \ ·,. ·~ ·· · · ~·r· · · ' .. - ,, _ , .. . · ~ · . ~· · · .. . ... . . · - · ~\ 

. _w.iJ~~ .. t1:te_: .. e.~ed -~~rces:; .. who '.f:in.allY: ·~~Po:s.~d_ h_i,tn tn · 1955 •\' H!3 ... had . cer~~~™-Y def_ied ,.:;-:.·, 

: ::~.h~·. -~~~~~" _e>_f.: ~-~-an. .. G.~,~hQ~ ;9J!?~ , ~~h.~.Ph.;-) s . -strong -. i:ri' · ~.:L- ~:~~:i:~'_·;~~~~-i'A~ .. ~Y.. ·::endors in~5/;~ 

. _,. ...... 

~ .· . ..r. : ;: 

·.·· 

~ · ( . 

an __ a1f.:t~~·?ler1o~l policy. a~Q. - ~l~p~~~-g- '. ~.he _mobs·· to b:urn cJ;uirQhes· •.ari·4 p~·re,eouting the ~i-::":; 

_. './~i( ·-~ ; · ·:~ p~,~-~-s~.~}> :· r·> .; ~ -.·::: . : .. .- ". ' :·_: _._·· :' ;:_. . ._.:.,_:;: .. ·: --_· ~ .. . ' . ., . •'' . ...·_.'" ;-. '.·.: ···.·< ~ .< . .-,· -_ ' ._ . : . 
'.:· . . ~<>~ :1.~'.::,j;$: ,l;iein~-_ s,urili:i'.3e~ :~~~ ·. ~~pe~ .. R~~~, ;w~~.:-~~ .~,:P-~t.e, -. ~r · h~~:.P~WeJ;' d,9e~ not .'.:> 
.enjoy. the··favor, ·of ·the Roman·: ca.tholi.o ht'eraroey because·· of bis esoteric . _ 

' i 
l' 
( 
( 

I 
( 
i . 
! 

, .- ,.i~.bihi~1i:i;9_~· ,.-. mS;y- .11~v~- assoctateA :ij:~~~1~:·~it~ tb;~s · ~cliism'e.ti~· ~~up -~~ .a_~ e~fort 
• 

0 
• • ' • • • J • , , I • l t • • ~ J , , 

to . counteract the ini'luence ,,of -the ea.ta.bl.iehed." Church~ :-But he .s:eems ·te ha:v:e · .. f _ 

·. fo_J;~tt.:~~-~-':t:~.0· :ies~·o~ · ·~r - i9:5.s.~, :~~~,~-.. h:.~~~~f -had, fihally :o9ine ··t~ ' ;t"~~~ : wtt·h. the - :::·/:_ 
-' · · .Rc>gi.~: ·c~tµ.,o~. and .r~·~U'.f'~~ci ·:· to:: .~~e:" P.reeiqel?-C.Y in .197Ji as·: .an tiph~l;def ·9i :~~~ Roman, __ 

· CatholiO fe:·tt·h~ · · ,. · . . · .. . ... !': · l ;' , . 
1

• • ~-. • .- • ~ " .'. ••· • 

• . ... • ~ ' ' • .: ~ ' • • • • • i • ' ' •• 

· . 'Th~ref_().r.e.,. t,h.~ ;reactioru;J .at.ouaed by .t~e a~~~t~-. de~lt . ~tth, h.~:;(:l· ~- .'fieem :'.rather 
excessive-, .i_:f .it wer.e ~.ot . by .the fact pf ·~opez Rega.•·s · ,1.nvolV~!Jlent ·an·d.- the memories of th~: J-'955' ~;~n~s 0 ' . . - · . . ' • 

. . . . . . . . . . 

. .. . :· 

. ',• l 

Ori the other hand; i~ -~as _ .bee~ . argu.e_d -in . iocal . :trus~wortbY ·aqurc'ea. i . -:t~~~ th~ 
ai>pea;'ance of .. t:p.e ~atholi~ schismat~~, grq:up il;la.y' h_aV'.e · gi-'e~terl.m:plic'a:tion~~ .. ~t has 
be.en . said -~ that the' Argentine · catholio·.Apoatoii-o .chU:i-c1(is· a.ctual'iy ii?iked: to a. - /ii 

-· . ~ov~~~~:t--':krt.own ·~s ;A1UEL-'-(ls9,c1~9io~~~--)ia.c:10~~1.e~ -Az'.gentinas-e# 't1'b·arae~on), namel~;~ 
: Argen~:~?\~ .N~~t~riai; .,.As~oc.i.~·(fotis .· ~.r:i .. Lipe'rit.t t9P•. ~Jr.ier m~;r~e#y i).~:t .t~~a;listio - · <~~: _·/ 
mQve~·e-1\t : vii~.~\ Qrj.~nallY. ·,£?~t . :\iP~ ·:-~r'.f'.t.h~_' early f ,ift ielii ~. :b~t~ .in p~a~i:i, -rirf t hnes of ·>< \, 

.'~~u~A~ -.:V~-~~·,;"~'~p: i~ :,A,~~.n.~~_na.·,:, : :d4.r~ng .~~e: · f'}.~a~ _te~:-o~ .P~~P~• ;, . :., ·, . , ' - -. · · .. :-!:.: .. '-
• : t • ' . ' • • . .. ' • • t • ; 

0 
• ; •; '. '•' . . ' • "o• : • •,~ .•• ; ~ • ' t .. • I ,: .. ' ''. •'~ ·, ' ~ ~ ·~ ' '•:·) ,. ... • ' . .' ' • ' ' : I ;, ; ·~' f " .. 

'. ' . AlfA:E~/<-¥6 ·beeii' definea· :as· a. scirt·' of ph~losoph:iP~l' :ai,l(,i geo;P.ol.i;~:ic~l ,~xt~ns,~?n _ j; ... <' 
Qf_ Vat~'"•.··''.tr~baihisin?1• : (i~~-orj;s~:) - a~d Pei-ont ~·- do'ot~if>:~ of _"'.g~~-ti:c.i~-~~,E?l8/\ , (.tP,$1_, >L:-~'?, 
pol,it~_~aj),:)).l_at:f~.:rm- :lie lai'd dQwn,. · ~s: 'a: 'basis ·for· his "t~~~4. ~·s.1]·i,9n:'., _ ~ain~~y; _ 4~1t.::;~{i·~! 
way .be·twe~~ ·'Pai>ita.iism "anci . ~o~inunism)'~ . :,1uiAEt· dE;3firi.es'- i ts~i:r as ·a"riew' spiritueli 1;mdS~:~: 

• • • , ... • • , • ', • • L l 
0 

' • • • ' r • , ' • , ; • I • • " " ' • I • • , • <.-' J ' 
0 

: • 1 •' j 
0 

'. ; ' , : . , ~ " • , ~l· 

phil. ~~~~p.~;~~~ · .:f.(?f ?~ . '~ ~- , .~~P~~~ t -~~~~ /aA~ a~ th~. i s~b.o~. -~ ~·~;t~~ · 1;'h_O.~~: .-T·~ ~r~ . World a~- :_;;,·~t'.. 
· · , - :w.~-~~~ ".I'.t·'..a~-~.o ~1;ates_ ~,t l:>~lori~ .. nel.J:P.er-. .. :to _the 'rtgb:t; -.nor ... to 'the .~e:ft' - and that , its;!!_.!.:_:; 

Q~Y :~Qhq~~n '.·c·eµi-er·~ up~r1 _man:. - It . t~ ag~i~t ~n.v ~:~_p,d ():f. ~pel'.:ia~.iem·c. it. wants /:}t/: 
'tt) ' tak:~. : tii~/better lngredte~:ts .Of ·both' 'ca~'ital i~m'' and, ~arxis~· ,to ~hape_ a ·new : .\ ':;;;!: 
.sooie~y_si ·;t'o : m_:irtgle "'1;he ·m~te?:'ia1.~ might :c,t· "-the r West ·wi:t_h .j;~~ . sp~ritu_a~i,ty of tb,_e E~i'.-~ 
--~~t -;•··.~;~r.1~i{:qh#,iEJ.~~ar;iity·•_.' /dlAEL' aJ.a·o :''.e~~s:ages i~s. ~O.i.i~_(o~l'. ;· ... e~9.iai·.· and· _eco-no~~,~iµ~:;-;_;; 

·<;:orfo~~faJP'tis' ''t-~ : b$-- e~ertq.ed to Afrio~;-
0

Aflia:; ·~h$; ~r~b wor.i4 ~?}Cl '~h~" Third World ;:i.t :r:;:,; 
i·a:pg~:;;_ ;!f>~ci-~11$~': th~ f.i~t of·"iil'i • 'th~; .. ·p~opf~s" (thE:) ·son) · is : ·to~~~ ··~~~ns~ · · _ · , ~~~;;i;) 
~:a:t:i--A~r{j~~i:,~~rn- rep·resented py' the ., sy_n~chi~*. f'3~o$~ _ .~f '. ¢.~d~o.~i9 _ ~imperi~l ism ( ~~e -: :~6S; 

.F~~P:~~_) ;j _-_.t¥Poµgl'.1 .. ?-n· · a);llano·e• :of _h,at_iQriai ·ant i•unperi.al:ist ~S.~9~a ~,lop~ _ {~ :1, ib~rat i;~~·! 
. ---.. >.' ,.... : .. '-. .'-· · ..,' !-,L<' ·,: , -. '. · :," '" .·" . '",- : ·· .... <- .:: .. -.· . · ... '_< '. -- _ : _ · · . ;:t~)J. 

. . * s~~:~~hio:, f?:'O~ Bpl~~oby~ ··or: ~OUP· of : for~es':wt_~b-.:~ . ·9~~ai~~ .. ;ol>jective-a_ te~~!:;:~ .. 
- -:-.- · .oiice '·:ii6:$.d. ·'by· Pe~on· an!i • ow;~ently ·_resort ed. to by' the pres~nt, .:ferQnist propagana_;(:;::: 

. ·-. '.to.,):4~~-t,if;r. . ~; l'~ther ol)s:7\i~e 11-inte~nat'lonal:11 o~~t~~- -i~~~p,4'tng-·,imperialism and :/?:,'.;::_ 
·?ap.itaiism togeth~r. with J .u:¢i.ais'm an'd the 'Roman ' Ca.tholio Church! · ··,·, .-

. . / 
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~ . ' :, - Tlii~ " ~)~~ ·b(3t~~en the .son .and. 'the ' Fa.the.r ·,. strangely · reS'embies>the : feud· ~ 
.betwee~·: ;Pr~Co~~il Obr-isti~:i~y; (th~ ·.:i;~li.gicm .. pJ the ~Qn) ;:arid :Juciais~ {the 
.rell(?iO~ .. Of ·. ·~h~ ·Fatht3r) , .. wlii9ll. ;·~ai ·~a,~~·, ·~~!:>;p~r~d '-it; pe:rh~~~, ·a ·i.~pe ANA:i4. ~4 \ . .. 
the ·:·t\b~ve/Jn~nti?ne~ s.Qii:is~S:t~9 ' ~~~h~.~~c '#oups ·e~.$m ~o J~~~ f~r : ~ . ~~t~r~ to . a· · ·- ' 

· M.e;~ie.#.1"· :~~7;.ia~:~~.i~~·:· ·; " .... -··: :.,· .. ... ..... : :·:'::~ ·. · · · . . · :'. · .'. ·.: .. · .r -.. · ·-.:;. " I,.:·.::~~ 
· , .. ~~i.:t9, :~C~$.~:r: :Ur.~~n~ ·a natJ:v~ · p'.f· 'Ar.t$~ntina:; appears· a~ :_~h.~ · ~·r·r,i~n'. ~d· ~he ' mait_l :\Y'..}: 

·. SVQk.~,S.,m~n :.'.~f · M.JA~ : in .. thia cq~~ry .• _: .. ~~ ~ ·~s ,,a .. ~udge : of- tli~.:;Nati9~~l. S;Pe"<~.iai •Ci'vii··· · ,(:.;.) 
· J;'na. ;(1.owi:ne;-ctal . Cou~t.· o.f : J\PP.e8:!~-.a.:~" ._t.ri' .. :t)1e Bµ,enoef' .A:·:h·ea r · _j~4i9 ~~i~~ . . . ·' ·.' .. ~ :( 
· .- · · · _. , FJ.e:. ·A-~- :d~~~·~d : an . ·~~onom.i,p. ::~heqty. ·ab.Ou~- "the; ~.~,~~p~t~'.1~ati~i1 o·f · '.l.a~or0 whj;ch ·_:,. ·.'' 

· . ~:i;-o~ot:~s t_h~,'.-~~e~t~9n. of< ~ . L?t-in M,l~'r{oan· Mi.iiiat.ry. and-refutes ~a:cldrid~r'"~ 
. --~C?PQ·t_,i;t~9~-~- ' '1ih~ory~, Be ·has• :~:i;tt~Ji . '.'The.,.i:rwe R$V.O\LU:t,i(fo1

• , add ~~11, - 1>\ipl_if:!h soon 
.'~.h~ . ?!~Y _.of:M~"~ ·:: . .. ., .. · .. . ·_, ··- · -. · · · ·.-
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Institute of Human Relations 

165 EAST 56 TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

PARIS OFFICE 
30, rue La l:loetie 
Paris VIII' 

Memorandum · 

'l'oz David Geller 
From: Nives Fox 
Subj: Italy 

A few items of interest on the Ital.ian scene .• 

,.-f>~ .... .,. 1:. 
; (JJ-..,to-.~ ... ,~<;,.r'~<'l'4..1Y,J ~ . ..... ,.4 ...... :..,.."'-

FO-Eur 
February 19, 1976 

The ninth velume of Vatican Acts has just been published. It 
covers 1943, and contains about 500 doouments, most dealing .with 
Vatican intervention on behalf of persecuted Jews. As you know, 
the Holy See has been repeatedly accused of not having taken a 
sufficiently forceful posi·tion to defend Jews durin9 tile Nazi 
regime, and therefore was charged with responsibility for a num
ber of tragedies that, it was felt, might have been averted had 
Pius XII intervened more firmly. 

This is supposedly a part of the Vatican reply to show that it 
ac:ted, again and again, everywhere, to help the Jews. But a num
be.r of commentators already have pointed out that the most interest
ing sections were not published, and that certain documents -
specifically those warninq the Pope about deportations of Jews 
in Italy, the terribl.e Fosse AJ:'.deatine tragedy, and others -- are 
missing. There is considerable speculation, too, about why the 
Vatican chose to include the September 4, 1943 letter written by 
Monsignor Roncalli ~- later Pope John XXIII -- in which he expressed 
his doubts .over the creation of a Jewish state. The question posed 
is whether the text (translated below) was released by coincidence 
or, because it was in the hand of a pope that was greatly loved, 
it was released intentionally, to cover some current or projected 
anti-Israel policies of the Holy See. 

' . 
Msgr. Roncall~-- then Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul-- in a letter 
to Cardinal Maglione, on _the aubject of transporting Jews to Palestine1 

" ••• I confess that .having the B~ly See iteelf involved in the trans
port of Jews to Palestine with $Ome sort of reconstruetion of the 
Jewish kingdom in view, evokes. some doubts in my mind • . It is under
standable that this be done by their compatriots (ed: he means the 
Jews and specifically Jewish Agency representatives with whom the. 
Vatican and Roncal-li had ·contacts at the time) or ·.t>heir politic al 
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friends. But it does not seem .in good taste that~ simple 
and elevated exercise of charity the Holy See should appear to 
offer the occasion or semblance of a sort of recognition and 
cooperation, be it a slight, indirect beginning,bne, toward the 
realization of the Messianic dream. Perhaps all this is just 
a personal scruple on my part, no sooner con£essed for it to 
be gone. For it is certain that the reconstruction of the reign 
of Judah iR and of Israel is nothing but utopia." 

If it comes to disappointment about my favorite Pope, I am almost 
as upset by another letter, offending in my mind because of it 
condescending tone and self-satisfied expression of charity. 
This o~e too, is addressed to Cardinal Maglione, and it is re
ferred to in the above letter since the subject is again Ronoalli's 
receipt of pleas to intervene in favor of individuals or groups 
of Jews. Sere is. the translation: 

•rstanbul, August 20, 1943 

Your venerated letter of .June 25, No. 3978 (ed. from Maglione) in
forms me at length about the .solicitude of the Holy See in favor 
of the Jews, not only generally but with minute attention given 
to single cases. 

I transmit this information each t~me and in the appropriate manner 
~~he interested parties, who receive comfort and edification from 

, even if the result of t.he steps taken do not cGrrespond al
ways to their desires. 

The poor creatures are so glad in each case ·as to take courage and 
try their supplications again for new interventions -- other cases 
or the same ones, with changed circumstances. 

What to ·do? · I let them. know again about what has been tried and 
put on a good front about their renewed insistence. 

To speed matters ·1 enclose new requests to the present report, with 
particular notes and separate arguments. 

I too join these Jews in expressing my regret for the unpleasant 
inconvenience caused by these urgings and for which one foresees 
but meager success. The exercise of continued patience is already · 
half the success. And this is enough to enc·oura9e." 

Min~ you, this is the general style and tenor of the entire book 
of "Atti.a . But from John XXIII it hurts more. I'll ' be sending 
the volume to liarry Alderman and you can see for yourself when 
it arrives. · · 

The Italian press reacted . . strongly in its criticism of the recent 
Vatican debacle at ~e Christian/Moslem S~inar in Tripoli. One 
paper, L~ Repubblica (a new Le Monde style daily· in Rome, of 
socialist leaning) published an Interview with Rabbi Teaff on 
the subject .• 
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The just formed Aldo Moro .•monocolor' qovernment may affect 
the Jewish community in Italy and perhaps lead to some changes 
in the general P<>licy of the country about the Middle East. 
It was the Republican Party exponents (now absent from the 
government) that of ten stood firm or swayed the government 
to a more pro-Israel position. (Notably Republican council 
President Ugo La .Mal.fa, for the recent votes at the UN) 
The former Republican Minister of Cultural Patrimony, Giovanni 
Spadolini, also was B very cooperative in all Jew~sh cultural 
and religious matters in Italy (catacombs, stna9ogues, manuscripts). 
Spadolini also has written a number of pro-Israel articles --
I specifically recall a very good strong reaction on his part 
in one such, after the uN racism-Zionism vote. 

Last month. Minister Spadolini presided a meeting on the juridic
al situatitt~f Jews in the USSR. On this oecasionJit should 
also be kll•'lllitl81t Communist Senator IDnberto Terracini sent a 
message to t.he meeting, calling for greater freedom of expression 
by d'issidents in the USSR, Jewish or otherwise, and pointing to 
the need for freedom in general if moral and politie~l progress 
among peoples is to take place. · 

CC l Fine 
Tanenbaum 
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The Editor 
THE WASHINGTON POST 
1150 Fifteenth Street, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear Sir: 

March 10, 1976 

On Sunday, March 7, the Mission of the Libyan-Arab Republic to the United 
Nations ran a full-page advertisement in the Washington Post entitled "Islamic
Christian Dialogue." Included in this advertisement was the full text of 24 
Resolutions and Recommendations reportedly adopted by unanimous consent at an 
Islamic-Christian Dialogue held in Tripoli, Libyan-Arab Republic, February 1 -
6, 1976. It is stated in an explanatory footnote that "These resolutions and 
recommendations have been agreed upon through the mutual understanding of the 
Muslim and Christian parties with regard to the meaning, the aims and precepts 

) 

of the dialogue." This statement is erroneous with respect to Resolutions 20 
and 21. These two Resolutions have been rejected by the Vatican as one of the 
sponsors of the~Tripoli Dialogue. Both Resolutions are blatantly political, 
despite the fact that the Vatican, according to reliable news sources, had 
extracted a pledge in advance of the meeting that such issues were to be excluded. 

Th.e two objectionable Resolut ions were aimed, of course, at Israel. 
Resolution 20 called Zionism "a racial agressive movement, foreign to Palest ine 
and the entire Eastern region." Resolution 21 said, in part, that "The Two 
Parties reaffirm the national rights of the Palestinian people and their right 
to return to their homeland, and to affirm the Arabism of the city of Jerusalem, 
and the rejection of Judaization, partition and internationalization projects, 
and denounce any violations of all sacred shrines." It also called for the 
formation of "a permanent commission to investigate the alteration of sacred 
Muslim and Christian sites and reveal all these to the world's public opinion." 

As of this writing, it is not altogether clear how the Catholic participants 
in the Tripoli Dialogue happened to be t rapped into voting for these offensive 
and obviously loaded Resolutions. Vatican sources have said that the embarrassing 
situation resulted from the rush to get out a final statement and from unfamiliarity 
with the language. Only a few of the Vat ican delegates could participate in the 
final drafting of the declaration since the drafting session was conducted in 
Arabic. 

In any event, the Vatican has already taken steps to set the record straight . 
Cardinal S~rgio Pignedoli, head of the Vatican delegation at the Tripoli talks, 
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said, upon his return to Rome, that he had b een unaware that the controversial 
paragraphs had been accepted by a small group of Vatican representatives in their 
effort to complete the Arab-language Resolutions. He said the paragraphs came 
as a complete surprise to him when they were read publicly, and stated that they 
must be considered in suspension unless approved by competent officials of the 
Vatican. 

That approval has now been refused. A front-page announcement in the 
February 11 edition of the Vatican daily, L 'Osservatore Romano, said the Vatican 
is not able to accept the above-mentioned Resolutions ''since their content does 
not correspond in essential points with the position, well known to all, of the 
Holy See itself." · 

By coincidence, the fifth annual meeting of the International Catholic
Jewish Liaison Committee took place in Jerusalem, March 1- 3, just a matter of 
days after the Tripoli Dialogue had been concluded. The Liaison Committee is 
composed of representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and of the International 
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC). 

The Jerusalem meeting, in which the undersigned participated, took note of 
the anti-Israeli Resolutions adopted at Tripoli and, more broadly, of other recent 
attacks against Israel in various international forums . The final communique 
of the Jerusalem meeting reads, in pertinent part, as follows: "The Liaison 
Committee noted with satisfaction the repudiation by various authorities of the 
Catholic Church of the resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
equating Zionism with racism. Profound concern was expressed over the continued 
campaign to defame the State of Israel and the Jewish people and isolate them 
from the international community. The need to counteract these trends was stressed. 
The Committee expressed its satisfaction over the disavowal by the Holy See of 
paragraphs 20 and 21 of the Declaration of the Seminar on the Islamic-Christian 
Dialogue that took place in Tripoli, Libya, on February 1-5, 1976.'' 

In the light of the foregoing information, we find it impossible to under
stand why the Mission of the Libyan-Arab Republic to the United Nations should 
deliberately persist in distorting the record by continuing to leave the impression 
that the Vatican agrees with the two anti-Israel Resolutions referred to above. 
In any event, we trust that you will find it possible to correct the record by 
publishing this explanatory letter. 

J-1 -~ Sincerely yours, / ·v.~ ' t;\. ,) .' /f.,1-7<1;_,~. (<;:} « . , ( 1:. 

/ Rev . Msgr. George G. Higgins Rev. Edward Flannery 

., c ,l _) _;::y-· r . 
<.~·: , t. {' . .... ., ___ , 
' 

' (. ~· - "7-.-c_;;.-· . .. ,.. 

Secretary for R~search Executive Secretary 
United States Catholic Conference Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish 
National Conference of National Conference of Catholic 

Catholic Bishops 

Relations 
Bishops 
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2515/78/8 No ......................... . 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Direritor 
Interreligious Affairs 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 

September . 7, 1978 

The American Jewish Committee · 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thank you for the gracious letter of August 
29, 1978 with the enclosed documents which you have 
sent to His Holiness, Pope John Paul I. The courtesy 
of sharing these ·materials with me is .very much 
appreciated. 

With kind and cordial regards, I remain 

$incerely yours, 

~7~7~ 

Apostolic Delegate . 




