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COMMISSION
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

-

August 8, 1990

J350/90/R
FAX MESSAGCE: (212) 686-8673

Professor Leon Feldman
Consultant of 1JCIC
New Ynrk. New Yark 1ISA

Dear Leon,

We received Mr. Reich's FAX message to Archbishop Edward
Cassidy on August 1st. In his absence, | would Ilke o ask you to thank Mr.
Reich for sending it and the included drafts of the agenda and the joint
announceEmen. UP l..llt: ISLh ILE Ill|=l=|.'u\_’. Bllu..u f'u ullbialavp G:..-..—.IJ, n:“ r ol o
to Rome only next week, | am sending some preliminary observations on the
ayenda, a> wcll 83 some bicgraphizal infarmetisn ysu requasted last July 23.

Concerning the anneuncement. the aqsnda [lesll nalurally remaius
confidential, since, although the papers wlii be published subsequently, ILC

meetings are not open to the public, As | mentioned in my letter to you of
July 13, | believe we should follow the same procedure as at previous meet-
ings. This would imply that no public announcement would be made before
the ILC meeting, but that a joint communiqué would be Issued at the end.

As far as | can rememher. the nnly exreptian to this procedure during

the past twenty years was the case of the open letter that Kabbi Mordechai
Waxman ardressad ra Cardinal Wilebrands en June 22, 1987, The Hely Father
subsequently made reference to this announcement in a speech in Mlami on
September 11, 1987. But strictly speaking, none of this, Including the public
declaration of the Czechoslovak bishops last July 20th, constltutes a. joint
annalinremant  Cnnsequentiy i think it wouid be hest io foilow the aiready
established and proven procedure which has brought good results in the
past. 2 &
Regarding the question of the kashruth in Prague which was mentioned
by Mr. Reich and you in your FAX messages yesterday, perhaps a solution
wuuld be o veyeleurian fved W b prepared far all tha dslegaten. | dorit
think sur members woauld object, and in this way we could have all our meals
tagether. Lileawise, en tha trip to Tharecionctadt perhapa we could consider
a cold box lunch which would enable us to eat together.

Thanking you for your cooperation, ond looking forward to seeing
you in Prague, | remain

Sincerely yours,
Pier Francesco Fumagalli
Secretary



Monsieur Prof. Henri CAZELLES
Priest of St. Sulpice, Parils
rsemor Soorctary of the Fontifimal Rihlinal Commiseicon, Reme
Author of many books on Biblicel exegesis, hermeneutic, theology

.
Rev. Fr. Jean DUJARDIN _
General Superior of "L'Oretoire de France", Paris
SEl'TuaElYy Epl@uupui Bomnloole, Do Ljam !J!'.Ilsguﬂ wikh &hn II'IIIIE,

France

Further indications will follew, cenccrning aleo fr. Frizzell and fr,
Morley. :

BIOCRAPHY: PIER FRANCESCO FUMAGALILI

Father Pler Francesco Pumagalli was born in Luine, Italy, on
October 9, 1948. He studied the classics and Oriental languages
and literature at Catholic University in Milan, Hebrew Paleogra-
phy, Literature and lLanguage at the Hebrew University in Jerusa-
lem, and philsssphy and theeoleogy at Milan'o major ceminary.

After receiving his doctorate in classical studies and a
baccalaureate in thec¢logy, he was ordained a priest for the
Archdiocese of Milan on June 10, 1978,

From 1978 to 1981 he was scriptor ¢f the Ambrosian Library
in Milan, and was doctor at the same institution from 1981 to
1886, €&ineec 1986 he has served aes Secretary of the Holy See's
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews.

He i3 a consultant of the Center for Hebrew Bibliography and
Jewish Heritage in Italy, and a member of the Executive Committee
of the Ttallan Associatlion of Eccleslastical Librarians.

Fr. Fumagalll is the author ©of many scholarly articles on
Hebrew manusoripts and typography, Italian illuminated Ketubbot,
and Christian~Jewish relations in history, liturgy, and theology.
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DRAFT
13th ILC ;\iEETI-NG - PRAGUE, Sept. 3-8, 1990
AGENDA
*oRow
August 6, 1990
Changes proposed by Father Fumagalli

1. Wed., Sept. 5
€:30 jaim dimper with Cliureh aulhorilies.

2, Thurs., Sept. 6
9 - 10:30 a.m. Report on the cix points of the 1985 Program
10:30 - 12:00 a,m. Report from Steering Commitiee (continued)

12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Qloging Lwncheen

2:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Repert from witnesses 11, Discussion
Upsurge of Anti-Semitism I1, Discussion

CLOSING

® R X

Additional ¢onfidential remarlks

a Cheeit the correctiness of the full names of pacticlpants

b - The list of Cathelic participants is confirmend, except for
Bishop Karl Lehman who capnot participate,

¢ - Non religious authorities (Ambassadors, ...) perhaps could
be invited ot the meeting with the Jewish Community.

d - The Catholic delegales will stay at the Suchdol College.
The College is about 20-30 minutes away from the center of the

city, and we will coms with & bus to the Jewish Ratheus,

g - Our delegation consists cf 24/25 membera, I nope that almost &ll
the delegates will &srivs on Bsptember 1 in Frague,

Io- 11 LS L UL A SAPUILE REE PIEDEIILLY WU Y Uil LIS | IRe W w3y
and I believe thet they will come to Pragus with Lhelr Jdefinilive
texts.

P.F.Fumagalli
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA -
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1o’
from:
subject:

date:

memoranaum

Members of SCA Delegation to IJCIC/Vatican Prague Conference

Rabbl Jack Bemporad, Chairman
MEETING -
WEDNESDAY
10:00 A.!

L w LEhE Fol Se'd POl 00,5004 it k| for@ review of the
agende 1 goais or this conferencea. Ityfdssimportant that we

clari Y ar think. 1,

togethar on the ebjectives we
achieve

wish to

Please [letme
cooperatian.

Know 17 you ' are coming. Thank you for your

Rahb foel Zaiman

Martin C. Barell, E8g

Rabbki Fabian Schonfal@

Rabbl Mordecai Wawman

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Rabbil Mark Winex

Rabbi Gary Breatton 'z

cor Michel
[ 3 AS 1O

:f- 8 o " =] =

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, MY, 10018 » Telephone: (212) 686-8870
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TERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

August 1, 19990
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Enclosure

cc: Father Fumagalli
Dr. Leon Feldman

: P.S. We enclose a draft of what we believe to be the
final program as discussed previocusly. y
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Gunther Lawrence-1JCIC
(212) 686-8670
(name Vatican contack)
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snd Jewish leaderz Ena =chiala will canpvene In Praguod
3= t discuss ths glebhal state of Cathol lo=-Jewlsh ra
Speclal fociie will be on boch hiskterie and contspperary

Semitiap, examining its Impacl oh the Nazl holacaust and pesi=
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from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, West and Fast Germany, France!
and Ttaly will be participants 1n the dlscussions with J_
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ights in the world todsy. At the ‘same time,

blic: and et
“must be vigilant and cooperate actively to assure that
'freedom revolutions' do not daclime into forms of ultra~

i
nationallsm which nurture veligious and ethnic hatreds

conflict. We sincerely hope and pray that this consultation
important Catholic and Jewish authorities will make a fundamental
contribution ‘to combatting ancient hostilities and to creating a
new snvironment of mutual respect and human sclidarity, which
affirms the div-il:le dignity of each human being. ™

Fresemtors at the Prague meeting on Monday, September 2

include: Father Lawrence Friszzell, Assistant Professor, Jewlsh-

Christian Stud
* and Synagogue
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On Tuesday, Ba 1 r4 Pro or Sa

of Tal Aviv, Israel ar\;& l:?ﬁr ohn mﬂ\m

South Orange, NI, will p

ton Hall University,
‘;hgmical Reflecticns on the
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Shoah™,

In the afternocon “The Shosh in Christian and Jewish Thought®
0
will be ©presented by Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder, Tnstitute of

1
Contemporary Jewish Affairs, Jerusalem and Professcr Henry

:_ Gazelles, Paris.,
. The following day Dr, Lukas Hisrszowicz of the Institue of =
. Jewish Affairs, London will provide the group with an updated

That morning and the

t on anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe.




The foilowing details are importaht to you;

'DIPLOMAT HOTEL

3 Rdrcit de Benesa Phone:  011(42-2) 331~4111
Prague § Fax: (42-2) 341-7311
5 Telex: (42=2) 123-280
[
. i| | -
- .ALCRON HOTEL

Btepanska 40, Prague _ Phone: (42-2) 235-9216

' Faxs {42-2} 235-0506

. TELEPHONE NUMBER OF JEWISH COMMUNITY (office of Mr, Svaboda)

{42-2) 2321-R5589 ,

. The meetings of the ILC will take place at the BCIENTIFIC

- TECHNIYCAL, A8S QQIATIO (a building which previously belonged tc
‘the Jewish Community; there is still hebrew writing on the
facade.) The Address is S8IROKA 5, 100 meters around the corns®
- from the Jewish Rathaus adJoining the old historic Jew1sh

H Cemetery

Please note that the bus for Theresienstadt will leave on Mond=.
morning, September 3rd, at 8 a.m. (promptly) from the Jewish
Rathaus. . _ - .
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

FAX COVER EHEET

Bretten-granatoor, 8, Friedlander,
J. Ratz/8ilber, ;M. Mirkovias,
Bchonfeld, anenbaum,

urger, J. Zaiman
)
D
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u by the Jewish Community
TREL, jpptember 2 i 1920
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CIye g?,fﬂgfjewish community sponsore a

Pleasa note *It;\,\ “1{

restaurant, the :EbaQJQf}kﬁshruth may ncot be satisfactovy

for those insisting on "glatt" or "Mehadrin Min-Hamehadrin,.-

It is advisable that you provide your own food to brina
along with you,

Please refer to L £ for important details
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

FAX COVER BHEET

FROM: Lacn A. Faldman

RE: Frague Information

DATE August 27, 1880

PAGES : 1 (includida oover sheat)

sion, please
212-686-8672
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Pursuant t IC will be pleased It
pay for yecur %éﬁ conony class) and hotel stay
for the duratiWC maeting, [Besidss the
weekend (Friday an wrday nights), Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday nights. Please indicate
immadiately your change in arrival/departure dates,
YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL PERSONAL EXPENBES.
Pleass take care of this obligation before checkout,

Please note that although the Jewish compunity sponsors
a restaurant,; the level of kashruth may not be
satisfactory for those insisting on "Glatt" cr
"Mehadrin Min-Bamehadrin®. Tt is advisable that vou
provide your own feood to bring along with you, Thank a
you for your cvooperation, | At
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

Seymoqyr ksich
Chalrman

De. Lann Peléman
ﬂﬂﬂl\l“m‘

Aserican Awaretagpiat

Synagogue Council of Aserics _ _ FAX COVER EBHEET
’:7 Laktingroen Avepue 3

Nev York; WY 10014
(212) 684-8470
Fam: (213) d84e4673

TO: G. Bretton-Granatoor, 8. Friedlander,

Purepean Seeretaziat L. Hirshowicz, J. Katz/8ilber, M. Mirkovics,
TONLE Havian Soagrane J. Pearlson, F. B8chonfeld, M. Tanenbaum,
B TG Svinerling M. Waxman, G. Wigoder, W. Wurghurger, J. Zaiman

- - FROM: Leon A. Feldman
Coastitwent Agencles RE: Prague ILC Meeting
it i Bl e
(202) AS7-6en0 . PAGES: 1l (including cover sheet)
The nrn). Integrfalth Asseciastion
it %, Fexeni If there are problems with this transmission, please Fax the
(02) 43-33+13 Synagogue Council of America at 212-686-8673.
Synagogue Council of Asarica i :
3217 Lagingten Avapue
wav Yok, WY looié
(212) &s&-2470
Yesig Jovlay Seoptein A reservation has been made for you by the Jewish Community
Naw Yok, ¥Y 10022 Council of Prague at the ALCRON HOTEL, September 2 - 6, 1990
Gl el for the duration of the ILC meeting.

Pursuant to past procedure, IJCIC will be pleased to pay for
your air travel (economy class) and hotel stay for the
duration of the ILC meeting, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday nights. Please indicate immediately your change
in arrival/departure dates. YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL
PERSONAL EXPENSES8. Please take care of this obligation
before checkout. ' h

Please note that although the Jewish community sponsors a
restaurant, the‘'level of kashruth may not be satisfactory
for those insisting on "Glatt" or "Mehadrin Min-Hamehadrin".
It is advisable that you provide your own food to bring
along with you,




FAX COVER SI!EET

MARC H. TANENBAUM
International Consultant
American Jewish Committee

45 East 89th Street
New York, NY 10128

212-831-2952 - FAX: 212-876-8351

DATE: - %ﬁhﬁr 20,1940
0: Rotda Mt decas Woy ot
Fax #:-_$l6- 4B 2- T80, -84 40

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES
INCLUDING COVER SHEET-

MESSAGE AREA

MMM:P
T Tl o ti%db'-b_:gbfitt.jbﬁrik.
16‘&} ‘e,~ﬁgrz&mJﬁhﬂ CLLun#uuﬁAQ_
Who tbnsd pos X bofrme lmapud
ib*ﬂd". (2th4umﬁ=.

IF THIS BOX IS CHECKED, PLEASE FAX BACK TO CONFIRM RECEIPT
\_\OF THIS FAX. . -

S\9& aedl A

RESPONSE AREA

{_\THE ABOVE FAX WAS RECEIVED GARBLED. PLEASE RESEND FAX.
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REVISED FINAL PROGRAM FOR ILC MEETING

. (; WA
NNV 2 | September 3-6, 1990

Monday, September 3, 1990

Morning visit to Theresienstadt for those who arrived.

2:00 Afternoon

Opening Session
Archbishop S.J. Cassidy
Seymour D. Reich

2:30-5 pm Afternoon
Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period
Fr. L. Frizzel (presentation of theme)

"Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages"
Fr. P.F. Fumagalli (presentation of theme)

y- - Prof. David Berger

Discussion

6:30 pm éaint Di’nner>

8:00 -10:30 pm Roots of Modegj#bn_ ~Semitism
"~ Prof. J. Dujardin/Prof. Jacob Katz

Discussion

Tuesday, September 4, 1990

_ -
8 am | Steering Committee - }"“’4 ’L‘hﬁ franc , Fabian Sh?
9 am -12 pm / Historial Reflections on the Shoah
Fr. John Morley/Prof. Saul Frledlander
- Discussion

12:30 -2 pm 7 Joint Luncheon -
Greetings: Dr. D. Galski

2:30 pm -5 pm The Shoah in Christian and Jewish Thought.
Prof. B. Gazelles/Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder
Discussion

6:30 pm Joint Dinner .
V¢ D. G adeicy

8 pm -9:30 pm Meeting with Jewish Community - possibly with

other officials.

9:30 pm After Meeting;
Steering Committee to begin work for:
a. program for action.
b. possible final draft statement.



Wednesday, September 5, 1990

8 am Steering Meeting

R1eq s, Quanry .
9 am -12 :00 pm [ Reports from witnesses from various countries.
' Discussion
12:30 -2 pm . Joint Luncheon
2 pm-5:00 pm Current upsurge of Anti-Semitism - Session I
Dr. L. Hirszowicz {D+ Gubtmon
‘Discussion
6:30 Joint Dinner

Invite ambassadors of U.S., Israel, etc.,ffcfu6¥0
8:30 Bj\%w}¢¢m Steering Committee (continued)

Thursday, September 6, 1990

9 am -10:30 am Reports from Witnesses IT (contimuad)
iscussion—

ﬂ-Report from Steering Committee (continued)
Closing Luncheon

Upsurge of Anti-Semitism II (continued)
Discussion(@himauﬁ

Report on the FIVE POINTS 1985 AGENDA

Closing



First
Session

Second
Session

Third
Session

Fourth
Session

Fifth
Session

Sixth
Session

HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF ANTI-SEMITISM
PRAGUE
September 3-4-5-6-1990 (Monday-Thursd,)
Introduction
Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period

David Daube (U of Cal.,formerly Oxford) Fr. Lawrence Fizzel (8eaten Hal:
David Flusser (HU, Jerusalem

Christiaﬁ Attitudes towards Jews
David Berger (Brooklyn College) ' Fr, P,F, Fumagalli (Vatican)
Kenneth Stowe

Poliakoff (Paris)
THERE HAS BEEN A SUGGESTION TO COMBINE THESE TWO SESSIONS - OR TO LIMIT THE FIRST
SESSION TO A BRIEF PRESENTATION, WHILE SESSION TWO SHOULD EMPHASIZE, FROM THE JEWISH
POINT OF VIEW, THE BASIS FOR THE "TEACHING OF CONTEMPT."
Christian Attitudes to Jews in the Modern Period
Jacob Katz (HU, Jerusalem)

Wistrich

Chimen Abramsky (Oxford)
Historical Reflections on the Shoah

Raoul Hillberg Morley
Saul Friedlander : ;

Personal Witnesses

Jewish survivors,from countries occupied Christian experiences
by Nazis, bear witness of their experiences

The Shoah as reflected in Jewish (Religious) Thought

Geoffrey Wigoder (Jerusalem Gazelles
Motzkin (Boston) : . _

In addition to the sessions,_the following additional activities are under consideration:

1. Reception tendered by Jewish Community of Prague -

2. President of Czech Republic to participate in the opening session, or to
proffer a reception for the participants

3. Reception and visit by the senior Catholic cleric



HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSICNS OF ANTI-SEMITISM

- AN INTERDISCIPLINARY EXAMINATION

i September 3-4-5-6, 1990 (Monday-Thursdesy), Pregue £
Introduction —
_&ev/ﬁl /\/\ 23@ First Session = "Sources of Anti-Jawish Attitudes in Western Christian Traditionsx
* LW - — P~ = o

(Pat"rist.ic veriod, Medieval Traditions, Early MOdarn Periocd)

L QM.;. (L-A-M’e e T T p X
B-L- 1 \ (Prof. Michsel Cook (HUC), Prof. Jeremiak Uohen,(Prof. Devid Werger

Dr. D, vid Novack (?),/ }"“"—l'/‘“" "_:\m o (M:‘Mh- ?q_"['w:.l?a
e e} 1

Rev. Lawrcnce Frizzsll (Seton Hall)

] &
= “UV"L‘L( . Msgr. P. F. Fumagelli (Rome)
I{;e... f'_.ﬂ J
T G[”j-q'u. X Seco-nd Sesslon - Christisn Attitudes and Tehavior Toward Jews in thd MOdern Period

I (Post-French Revolution to Vatican Council II)

fasslan

Prof. Peter Gay (?), Prof. Fritz 3tern (Columbia), Prof. Wistrich (Hehr Tn

Prof. Jaco» Xatz ' prop pulger (Oxford), Ernest Pawel (Herzl suthor)

W Dr. George Berkley (Unlv Bf Mass., author, "Vienna and its Jews")

Third Session - Historical Reflections on the thoah

{{LM.

b‘-"f‘@ i Paoul Hillberg, Saul Friedlander, David Hyman (7), huchp—Bewidowtes—{2)
JJ,.__,}._ recpbi— Robvert Jay Lifton (Phychohistoriam)
P SO

Fourth Session - Personal Witnessss
Jewish Survivors from Countries occupied by Nazls witness
to their experiences ; Christien experlences

Fifth Session - Current upsurge of antl-Semitism in Eastern Europe (BSSR, Peolend, Hungary,
Rumania, GOR, Czechoslovakia), Wastarn Burcne (Germany, France, England,
(Di"‘lﬁ”*“‘}“‘ B“-“"’) Ypain, Italy, etc.), sxploring role of Church and State in combatting
e alliance of fervid natidaslisms with anti-Jewish threats and behavior.
If—"\f‘uﬂ- Deole ' ntony Polonsky JWaiwxefx Londnn School of Economics)
' ’ ) Preparation of sfrategy to uproot religious and raciel sources of anti-Semi

Simth Bession - The Shoah as reflected in Jowish (Betigicus)fheught— (oS rioanta o
Geoofrey Wigoder (Jerusalem), Motzkin (Boston)

— WORKGROUPS - three workgroups will be established at the outset of the conference

to focus and deepen dlscussio'n of issues, and to propose concrete orograms

) ﬁ for follow-ups

\ C Gdtymme—

9 1) Workgroup on furthering education and public imformation about the
history of anti-Semtism in Western culture;

2) Workgroup reviewing present manifestionations of anti-Semitism
in their various “orms - religious, raeiel, politicel, and proposing
steps for counteraction :

3) Workgroup focusing on special festures:of Esstarn European anti-Jewish
upsurge, exanlning speeclal role of church and governments in uprooting
antd-Semitism in post-totalitarian, newly "democratic" socieities.

=-receptions
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B:OD'p.m.

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.
9:15 - 10:45 a.m.

11:00 - 12:30 p.m.

12:45 - 2:00 p.m.

2:15 - 3:15 p.n.

3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

NOSTRA AETATE 1990
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY

AGENDA

Tuesday, September 11, 1990

Fordham University, Lincoln Center

~ Opening Plenum
Welcome: JOSEPH A. O'HARE, S.J., President,
Fordham University - Pope Auditorium.

Introduction of Keynote Speaker: JOHN CARDINAL
O'CONNOR, Archbishop of New York

Keynote Speaker: ELIE WIESEL, Author and Nobel
Laureate - Nostra Aetate: 25 Years Later - An
Observer’s Perspective

Wednesday, September 12, 1990
Fordham University, Lincoln Center

- Registration

- Dreaming Togethef: Jews and Catholics in the 21st

Century - RABBI A. JAMES RUDIN, National

Director, Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish

Committee; and DR. EUGENE FISHER, Executive
Secretary of Secretariat for Catholic Jewish
Relations, National Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

Concurrent workshops (see,attached list)

- Lunch (Kosher, by invitation only) - host

REV. JOSEPH A. O'HARE, S.J., President of Fordham

University.. Law School Atrium. (80 people).

Keynote Speaker: FR. PIER FRANCESCO FUMAGALLI,

Secretary, Commission of Religious Relations with

the Jews - A Vatican Perspective on Catholic
Jewish Relations. McNally Amphitheater.

Concurrent workshops (see attached list)

hosted by the American Jewish Committee at the
Faculty Dining Room. (100 people).

Reception and Dinner (Rosher, by invitation only)



8:00 p.m.

Speaker: RABBI IRVING GREENBERG, President,
National Jewish Center for Learning and
Leadership.

- Closing Plenum - Pope Auditorium.
Speaker: (has been invited) THE HONORABLE MARIO
M. CUOMO, Governor of New York - Social Justice:
The Mandate of Our Tradition.
Respondent: ALBERT VORSPAN, WVice President, Union

of America Hebrew Congregation.

WORKSHOPS

There will be four workshops in the morning session and four in the
afternoon. Each workshop will be led by a Catholic and Jewish scholar.

1)

2)

Jewish and Catholic Expressions of Spirituality A Study of
Inward Spirituality and Social Conscience - REV. DONALD
MOORE, S.J., Department of Theology, Fordham University; and

DR. ARTHUR GREEN, President, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College.

Suffering in the Christian and Jewish Traditions: Catholics
and Jews Facing Contemporary Issues - DR. NORA LEVIN,
Department of Jewish Studies, Temple University; and DR. EVA

'FLEISCHNER, Department of Religious Studies, Montclair State

1)

College, New Jersey.

First Century Christianity and Judaism: The Parting of the
Ways - DR. SHAYE COHEN, Dean, Jewish Theological Seminary; and

SR. CELIA DEUTSCH, Department of Religious Studies, Barnard
College, Columbia University.

The Heanlng of The Messiah - DR. MICHAEL WYSCHOGRAD,

"Department of Philosophy, Baruch College; and REV. MICHAEL

5)

6)

MCGARRY, Rector, Paulist Seminary, Washington, DaC.

The Next Twenty-Five Years: Forging New Relationships Among
Catholics, Jews and Muslims - DR. EWERT COUSINS, Department of
Theology, Fordham University; MS. JUDITH BANKI, Associate
National Director, Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish
Committee; and DR. SEYYED HOSSLIN NASR, Department of

Islamic Studies, George Washington University.

Bioethical Challenges to Personal and Human Dignity -

RABBI DAVID NOVAK, Department of Religious Studies, University
of Virginia; and DR. BARBARA ANDOLSEN, Department of Religious
Studies, Douglas College, Rutgers University.



7)

8)

Israel in the Eyes of Catholics and Jews - REV. DAVID BURRELL,
Department of Philosophy,University of Notre Dame; and RABBI
ALAN MITTLEMAN, Department of Religion, Muhlenberg College.

Nostra Aetate: Its Impact on American Jews and Catholics -
REV. JOHN PAWLIKOWSKI, Professor of Social Ethics, Catholic
Theological Union of Chicago; and Rabbi Henry Michelman,
Executive Vice President, Synagogue Council of America.



Rabbi Marc H. iananbémn
Chairman  Emgr 1%!8

American Secretariat
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670

European Secretariat
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
(022} 34-13-25

Constituent Agencies
The American Jewish Commitiee
165 East 56 Street

New York, NY 10022-2746

(212) 751-4000

B'nai B'rith International
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 857-6600

The Isreel Interfaith Association
P0O.B. 7739

Jerusalem 91.077, Israel

(02) 63- 52-12

Synagogue Council of Americe
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212} 685-8670

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
{212) 755-5770

- is the latest episode of such triumphalism.

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

November 3, 1990

Sir Sigmund Sterhberg
Fax 071-485-4512

Dear Siggis,

I was pleased to receive your FPax and te learn of your Papal
audience on Friday, November 16.

For reasons jeintly agreed upon by the Vatican and IJCIC, our meeting
has been postponed until December 4-6.

I think 1t would be importgant for the Pope te issue a statement
critical of the growing extremism, fanaticism, and fundamentalism
that 1is resulting in so much shedding of bloe&, discord and disharmony
between religions and nations.

The lasest ed—isude in Iddia between Hindus and Muslims killing each
other over the building of a Temple to Rama oyer a Muslim shrine
Religious people should
be binding people together in mutual respect and frééndshép not
alienating them inte enemy camps.

I think Rabbi Jonathan Sacks' article on "the Interfaith Imperative"
in the Summer 1990 issue of Christian-Jewish relations is excellent
on this thems.

Within that context I would make a major peint of Jewish concern over
the rising supra-nationalism and anti-Semitism in Eastern Enrope. One
could welcome the recent initiativa@s in Poland, Czachoslovakia, Hungary,
but much more needs to be done and requires the Pope's support.

I hope this is helpful.
Best regards to Hazel and yourself, and much good luck in Rome.
Cordially,

M



Sir Sigmund Sternberg ©.st.J. KCSG JP Star House Grafton Road
London NWS 4BD
Telephone 071-485 2538
Facsimile 071-485 4512

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum Bate 3 December 1990
45 East 89th Street (18F)
New York Bur 1 sss/sg

NY 10128 USA

Your ref

Dear Marc

Marco Morselli’s phone number is 06 832 0414. He has been
instrumental in setting up the Interfaith Network. Tullia Zevi
is also involved.

I would appreciate it if you could let me have your programme.
I had a fax from David Rosen who is on the executive of ICCJ that
he will also be in Rome. We had a great deal of problems with
the Israel Interfaith Movement - he has been very helpful in
reconstructing it.

I have sent a fax to Philippa-Hitchen who runs the Vatican radio
station.and I have asked her to invite you to speak. Her
telephone number is 06 698 4398. -

T A TR A
With kind regards.

Yours sincerely

SIR SI%yﬁﬁg’;KERNBERG
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg oSty kesGP Star House Graftorifload |
T g R el SRR ROBT London NWS$ 4BD i
Telephone 071-485 2538

Facsimile 071-485 4512

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum Gate 8 November 1990
45 East 89th Street (18F) '
New York ‘ ouwref S58/5g
NY '10128 USA ’
Your ref ;
|
| : \ - "
l.—

Dear Marc

I shall have a Papal Audience next Friday 16 November, together'

with two or three members of the CCJ.

I would welcome your thoughts on what I should discuss.- The
obvious topic is resurgence of antisemitism in Europe. -
=

- I would like to be in a position to say something which he should

do.  Have you any suggestions. *
In my diary I have a note that you will be in Rome.
Kindly confirm. |

Yours sincerely

S Gur

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

November 21, 1990

Dear TJCIC Member -
of the constituent ngencl.u

'anﬁm fscretariat }
o parpangrie ot THERE WILL BE AN URGENT MEETING OF THE IJCIC MEMBRERS ON
Hav York, XY 1001¢
(337) enE-ba70

Taz: (317) ERE-96T3 TUESDAY MORNIN ovember 27, 1990

at 9,30 ; ices of the
furopeas Pecrazarias e = Reuter 39
Werld Jevish ceagrass 3 : W

1 Rue de Varazbe
Caneve 18, Svitzariand _ ORPORATED

3312
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mwc Agesciew A e _
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SXOURGCOOE BRA TIQNA NI CONTINUED INTEREST. %
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¥ i ¢ M :
Refch, Chairgpan -
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

to:
from:
subject:
date:

memaorandum

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, Room #474

Seymour Reich

Rome Spééch
November 28, 1990

Please call me no later than Friday morning,
your comments. Thank you for your cooperation.

L1l ‘a.m.,

with

1
- ]
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1ICcIC (ZT’"
Program for Tuesday, December 4, 1990 M

Arrival in Rome
Transfer to Hotel
At Rest

3}}(11. Meeting with Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff ?5V’,
' (Details to be communicated)

. # 2. Reception tendered by the Ambassador of Israel, Mo ecai Drori
/ Via Michele Mercati 12
(Tel) 3322-1541)
Approx. 4:00 p.m.

N AR e TS T HT ETRO

'\/gf 3. Reception tendered by the Ambassador of the United States to
the Holy See, Honorable Thomas . Melady. .
at Embassy-VJ_llJ.no Pacelli Via Aurelin 294
(Tel. 639-0558)
Approx. 6-7:30 p.m.

b/flq. Caucus Meeting and dinner (at Kosher restaurant - under
supervision of Rabbinat of Rome)

Dinner - 8 p.m. '
Followed By™€aucus U f*’{@
Lo ey



XXVth ANNIVERSARY OF “"NOSTRA AETATE"
- A Commemoration and Assessment -
Rome, December 5-6, 1990

Wednesday, December S, 1990

I. (Closed Session) At Pontifical Council for Christian Unity
10.00 a.m. Opening:
Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy
Seymour D. Reich
Introduction of Theme:
Cardinal Johannes Willebrands
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner.

"THE MEANING AND IMPACT OF "NOSTRA AETATE" ON
CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS"

Presenters:
Bishop Pietro Rossano
Dr. Sergio Minerbi

Discussion
13.30 p.m. LUNCH
II. (Closed Session)
16.00 Continuation of Discussion
III. (Public Session) At the Lateran University - Paul VI Hall
18.00 Greeting from the Jewish Community of Italy:
Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff
Mrs. Tullia Zevi
Opening and Greetings:
Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy
Seymour D. Reich

"PERSPECTIVES AND ORIENTATION FOR THE FUTURE OF
CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS"

Presenters:
Cardinal Franz Koenig
Rabbi Jack Bemporad

Thursday, December 6, 1990
11 a.m. At the Apostolic Palace

MEETING WITH POPE JOHN PAUL II
Introduction: Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy
Remarks: Seymour D. Reich

Address by Pope John Paul II

Presentation to the Pope



Nov. 29, 1990

IJCIC DELEGATION

Chairman:
Seymour D. Reich

Speakers:
Rabbi Jack Bemporad

Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner

Participants:
Rabbi Pynchas Brener

— Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor
— Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz

_Rabbi Jerome Epstein

Judah Feinerman

» Professor Rabbl Leon Feldman
RaBBT“Irw1n Groner

~ Maurice Honigbaum

Jean Kahn

..Rabbi Leon Klenicki

Gunther Lawrence

% Rabbi Henry D. Michelman

«Mrs. Lisa Palmieri-Billig
~Rabbi David Rosen

« Rabbi A. James Rudin
wMelvin Salberg

Elan“Steinberg

“Dr. Maram Stern

Kalman Sultanik

~Jacques Torczyner

abbi Mark Winer
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

~Rabbi Joel Zaiman

At Large:
Rabbi Mark H. Tanenbaum

Rabbi Mordecal Waxman

From Rome:
Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff
Mrs. Tullia Zevi

Constituent Organizations:

American Jewish Committee
B'nai B'rith International/
Anti-Defamation League
Israel Interfaith Association
Synagogue Council of America

World Jewish Congress



Nov. 29, 1990
IJCIC DELEGATIONS

- American Jewish Committee

Rabbi A. James Rudin

B'nai B'rith International/Anti-Defamation Leaque

Dr. L.E. Ehrlich

Maurice Honigbaun
Lisa Palmieri-Billig
Rabbi Leon Klenicki
Rabbi David Rosen
Seymour D. Reich
Melvin Salberg

Israel Interfaith Assoéiation

Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

Synagoque Council of America

Rabbi Jack Bemporad sca

Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor UAHC
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz RCA

Rabbi Jerome Epstein us

Judah Feinerman uoJc
Prof. Rabbi Leon Feldman SCA/IJCIC
Rabbi Irwin Groner RA
Gunther Lawrence SCA/IJCIC
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman SCA

Rabbi Mark Winer CCAR
Rabbi Joel Zaiman SCA

World Jewish Congress

Jean Kahn .
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Rabbi Pynchas Brener
Elan Steinberg

Dr. Maram Stern

Kalman Sultanik
Jacques Torczyner

At-large

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - former chairman of IJCIC
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman - former chairman of IJCIC

Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff
Mrs. Tullia Zevi



COMMISSION
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

XXVth Anniversary of "NOSTRA AETATE"
Rome, December 5-6, 1990

Catholic participants

Archbishop Edward 1. CASSIDY, President, Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

His Eminence Johannes cardinal Willebrands, Emeritus President,
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

His Eminence Franz cardinal Kénig, former Archbishop of Wien

Archbishop Gilberto Agustoni, Secretary, Congregation for Clergy
Archbishop Ramon Torrella Cascante, Tarragona

Bishop Pierre Duprey, M.Afr., Vice-President, Pont.Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
Reverend Remi Hoeckman, OP, Congregation for Catholic Education

Bishop Karl Lehmann, Mainz, President German Episcopal Conference

Bishop Jorge Mejia, Vice-President, Pontifical Council Justice and Peace
Bishop Francis J. Mugavero, former Bishop of Brooklyn

Bishop Henry Muszynski, President, Polish Episcopal Commission for
dialogue with the Jews '
Bishop Pietro Rossano, Rector, Pontifical Lateran University

Reverend Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr., Secretary, Pontifical Council
for Interreligious Dialogue

Monsignor Luigi Gatti, Secretariat of State

Reverend Albert Vanhoye, sj, Secretary, Pontifical Biblical Commission
Reverend Marcel Dubois, 0P, Consultant, Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews, Jerusalem

Reverend Jean Dujardin, French Episcopal Commission for the Relations
with the Jews, Paris

Reverend Ludger Feldkdmper, SVD, General Secretary, Catholic Biblical
Federation

Reverend Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Secretary, Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews

Dr Hans Hermann Henrix, Director, Katholische Akademie, Aachen

Reverend Clemens Thoma, SVD, Director, Institut fiir Jidisch-Christliche
Forschung, Lucerne

(December 4, 1990)

1-00120 Vatican City - Tel. 698.4386/658.3071



V-

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS
IJCIC DELEGATION )

Rome, December 5-6

Constituent Organizations of the IJCIC:

- American Jewish Committee

- B'nai B'rith International/Anti Defamation League
- Israel Interfaith Association

- Synagogue Council o>f America

- World Jewish Congress

PARTICIPANTS

Seymour D. Reich, Chairman of the IJCIC
Rabbi Jack Bemporad

Rabbi Gafy Bretton -Granatoor
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz
Rabbi Pynchas Brener

Dr. Ludwig E. Ehrlich
Rabbi Jerome Epstein

Prof. Rabbi Leon A. Feldman
Rabbi Irwin Groner

Maurice Honigbaum

Jean Kahn

Rabbi Leon Klenicki
Gunther Lawrence .

Rabbi Henry D. Michelman
Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi

Mrs Lisa Palmieri-Billig
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Rabbi David Rosen

Rabbi A. James Rudin
Mervin Salberg

Elan Steinberg

Dr. Maram Stern

Kalman Sultanik

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chief Rabbi Prof. Elio Toaff
Jacques Torczyner

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

Rabbi Mark Winer

Rabbi Joel Zaiman

Mrs Tullia Zevi

Judah Feinerman



Constituent Organizations of the 1JCIC:

- American Jewish Committee

- B'nai B'rith International/Anti Defamation
- Israe]l Interfaith Association

- Svnagcegue Council >f Anmerica

- World Jewish Congress

PARTICIPANTS

Seymour D. Reich, Chairman of the 1JCIC
Rabbi Jack Bemporad

Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor

Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz

Rabbi Pynchas Brener

Dr. Ludwig E. Ehrlich

Rabbi Jerome Epstein

Prof. Raktbi Leon A. Feldman

Rabbi Irwin Groner

Jean Kahnr

Rabbi Leon Klenicki
Gunther Lawrence

Rabbi Hernry D. Michelman
Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi
Mrs Lisa Palmieri-Billig
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Rabbi David Rosen

Rabbi A. James Rudin
Mervin Salber

Elan Steinberg

Dr. Maram Stern

Kalman Sultanik

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chief Rabbi Prof. Elio Toaff
Jacgues Torczyner

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder
Rabbi Mark Winer

Rabbi Joel Zaiman

Mrs Tullia Zevi

Judah Feinerman

League
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Catholic participants

Archbishop Edward 1. CASSIDY, President, Pontifical Council for Provnoting
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

His £minence Roger Card. Etchegaray, President, Pont. Commission Justice and Peace
His Eminence Johannes Cardinal Uillebrands, Emeritus President,

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Urity,

Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

His Eminence Franz Cardinal Konig, former Archbishop of Wien

Bishop Abdrzj Suski, Vice President, Polish Episc. Comm. for Diaslogue with the Jews

Bishop Pierre Duprey, M.Afr., Vice-President, Pont.Council for Promoting -
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
Reverend Remi Hoeckman, OP, Congregation for Catholic Education

8ishop Frantisek LOBKOWICZ, Auxiliary Bishop, Pracue
Bishop Jorge Mejia, Vice-President, Pontifical Council Justice and Peace
Bishop Francis J. Hugavero, former Bishop of Brooklyn
Bishop Henry HMuszynski, President, Polish Episcopal Commission for
dialogue with the Jews
Bishop Pietro Rossano, Rector, Pontifical Lateran University
Reverend Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr., Secretary, Pontifical Council
for Interreligious Dialogue
Monsignor Luigi Gatti, Secretariat of State
Reverend Albert Vanhoye, sj, Secretary, Pontifical Biblical Commission
Reverend Harcel Dubois, OP, Consultant, Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews, Jerusalem
Reverend Jean Dujardin, French Episcopal Commission for the Relations
with the Jews, Paris \
Reverend Ludger Feldkimper, SVD, General Secretary, Catholic Biblical
Federation
Reverend Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Secretary, Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews
Dr Hans Hermann Henrix, Director, Katholische Akademie, Aachen
Reverend Clemens Thoma, SVD, Director, Institut flr Judisch-Christliche
Forschung, Lucerne



La Commissione per i rapporti religiosi eon 1'ebraismo
presso
i1l Pontificio -Consiglio per la promozione dell'unitd dei cristiani

in occasione del XXV Anniversario della Dichiarazione "NOSTRA AETATE"
del Concilio Vaticano Secondo '

ha il piacere di invitare alla conferenza che terra il

Cardinale Franz Konig
arcivescovo emerito di Vienna

sul tema:

Prospettive ed orientamenti per il futuro
delle relazioni cattol ico-ebraiche

il mercoledi 5 dicembre 1990, alle ore 18.00

Presso la Pontificia Universitd Lateranense
Aula Paolo VI oo
Piazza San Giovanni in Laterano, 4
Roma
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Short address to the Holy Father by His Excellency Archbishop Edward
1. Cassidy on the occasion of the Audience granted to the participants
of the Jewish-Catholic meeting in connection with the XXVth anni-
versary of Nostra Aetate. (6th December 1990)

- — ——— — - - - -

Most Holy Father,

1t is with great joy and profound satisfaction that 1 have the
honour of presenting to Your Holiness the eminent personalities from
World Judaism who have come to Rome on the occasion of the XXVth
anniversary of the Secbﬂd Vatican Council's Declaration' Nostra Aet_ate.
which was promulgated by your venerated predecessor Pope Paul VI on
Octoder 28th, 1965.

With these distinguished Jewish representatives, Your Holiness
sees before you Cardimals, Bishops and schelars from the Catholic
Church who for many years and with particular competence have been
deeply committed to promoting dialogue and cooperation with Jews
throughout the world. d

Our coming together here in Rome in these days is itself an
eloguent witness to the very significant progress that has been made
in such dialogue and cooperation over the past twenty-five years.
Nostra Aetate was indee.d a8 milestone in this respect, opening the way
to a new spirit in our relations, one which you yourself, Holy Father,
have described as being characterized by "mutual knowledge,
appreciation and respect”. There is now, as you stated on that same
occasion, "love between us" (Address to J(wish leaders on Februsry
15th, 1985).

Holy Father, on behalf of all here present, 1 wish to express
the most sincere and heartfelt gratitude for your constant and
- untiring teaching and pastoral guidance aimed at fostering an ever

more brotherly relationship between the Church and the Jewish people.



-2 -

May God be praised for the way in which Your Holiness leads the Church

on the way of reconciliation with the Synagogue!

1 should like on this occasion to thank you particularly for
the genercus gift which the Holy See has recently placed at the
disposal of those responsible for the construction of a centre of
prayer and dialogue not far from Auschwitz, and of a Carmel Convent
which will be established there. 1t is hoped that this centre will not
only recall, with veneration and emotion the memory of the victims of
the Shoah, as well as others who suffered with them from among the
polish people and from other nations, but will be an inspiration for
all who seek to promote reconciliation and peace for all the nations
of the world.

The Commission of the Polish’ Bishops' Conference, responsible
for relations with the Jews, is happy on this occasion to present to
Your Holiness the first copy of a volume entitled: Jeus and Judaism in
the Church®s documents and in the teaching of John Paul 11, which has
been prepared with the cooperation of our Commission and printed in
Cracow for the 25th anniversary of Kostra Aetate.

Holy Father, may 1 now introduce the Chairman of the
International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations, Mr.

Seymour Reich.



PRESS RELEASE

The 25th anniversary of the adoption of Nostra Aetate ("In Our
Time") by Vatican Council 1l was commemorated in Rome, December 5 and
6, 1990, at meetings of the Holy See's Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews and the International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC).

The high level Conference concluded with a meeting held with Pope
John Paul 11 on December 6, in Vatican City. Statements were made by
Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy, President of the Holy See's Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews, and Seymour D. Reich, chairman
of 1JCIC.

The purpose of the Conference was to review and assess the
developments in Catholic-Jewish relations during the past quarter
century and to project programs for the future.

The delegates agreed that an historic breakthrough was achieved
since 1965 which fundamentally changed mutual relations between the
Catholic Church and the Jewish people.

The Jewish delegation asserted that dialogue has been made
possible by the fact that Nostra Aetate and other church documents had
repudiated anti-Semitism condemning it as a sin against God and the
Church, and affirmed recognition of the ongoing autonomous Covenant of
God with the Jewish people.

Papers on these 1issues were delivered by Cardinal Johannes
Willebrands, President Emeritus of the Holy See's Commission on
Religious Relations with the Jews, Dr Gerhardt Riegner, co-chairman of
the Governing Board of the World Jewish Congress, Bishop Pietro
Rossano, of the Lateran University, and Dr. Sergio Minerbi of
Jerusalem's Hebrew University.

The public session was addressed by Cardinal Franz Konig of
Vienna, and Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman of the Interreligious
Affairs Committee of the Synagogue Council of America.

In looking to the future, this meeting reaffirmed the principles
agreed to in Prague on September 5-6, 1990, and committed itself to
their implementation. The primary emphasis of the Rome session
underscored the need for creating a joint mechanism at the grass roots
level and to disseminate these teachings throughout the Catholic and
Jewish worlds. This would include, among other things, education at
all levels, textbook revision, popular literature, use of the mass
media, and Conferences. -

Presiding at the sessions were Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy,
President of the Holy See's Commission for Religious Relations with
the Jews, and Seymour Reich of New York, Chairman of 1JCIC.



Greetings were brought to the evening session by Chief Rabbi Elio
Toaff and Ms. Tullia Zevi, President of the Union of Italian Jewish
Communities.

1JCIC 1is the Coordinating body of the Synagogue Council of
America, World Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith-Anti-Defamation League,

American Jewish Committee, and the Israel Interfaith Committee.
Delegates representing these organizations were:

The Vatican representatives were:

(December 6, 1990)



REMARKS OF SEYMOUR D. REICH, CHAIRMAN
INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

APOSTOLIC PALACE | 06 DIC. 1990
VATICAN CITY
DECEMBER 6, 1990

This is a slgnificant moment in the relationshlp between Christlens and Jews.

- The delegates of the Intermational Jewish Committee on Interreligious Cunsu]tatinr‘}a

(known as IJCIC) and the representative of the Holy See's Commission for Rsligioﬁa

Reletions with the Je'u;s, are fneetlhg here in Ronﬁ for ;‘.he Eommamoratinn of tha 25th
annjversary of the Nostra Aetate Declaration.

The 25th annjversary of Nostra Aetate witnesses the possibility of dielogue, of
Christians and Jews interfaciné with each other, as equals, and conscious of thg
challenges of this unparallelad time in human history.

Since 1965 aur twn ancient communities of falth have achlevad many

aignlf’i:éht programs and accomplishments as we have built sturdy and permanent bridge_a
of mutual respact, undarstandihg end esteem between our two communities, We rejoice in
these achisvements snd we pledge to work jointly with our Catholle colleagues to nurture

and strengthen this vital undertaking, But, of course, more, much more, remains to be

done. : :
We represent two distinctly different faiths. We are the spiritusl ehildren a.f:

Jerusalem and you ara the spirltual children of Rome. At the game time [ am certain r.hat

-

we share a common asplratlnn that together we rnay affirm the infinite value of avery
P

l
The Vaticen Il Document on the Jewish People and Judeism marked a

human life end the advancement of peace among paoplas and natlons.

. i
reckoning of the soul, & change of heart, of repentance, and a positive response ai’i:eznjl

centuries of alienation and Christisn contempt for Judalsm. The historic Declaration;
|



continues ta be an important and timely message, one filled with enormous promise for
tha future. i
This commemoration marks a unique moment in the histary of Catholics and
Jews. At the same time, we remember the past centuries of Cathollc-Jawieh
relations...centuries of pein, contempt, persecution, suspicion and hostllity. '
We feel the presence of the countless generations of Jews who sufferéd
persecutions becauss they were Jews - those who experienced the agonies of tf;a
Crusaders, the Inquisition, the pogroms and the. 6,000,000 Jews murdsred by the Nazis in
the Shoah, the Hu].ncau'st. ‘
Anti-semitism In pre-war Esstern Europe waﬁ tragically a common culturél
currency. Jews were & conséant scapegoat for :.lamagcgic leaders seeking to rally thia
pecple behind them. - "
Today & new Eastern Eurcpe ls awakening after the enforced slumber of fa@r
decades of Communism. With the steel blanket of Comm;;mist rule rama;éd, Eestern
Europe Is fres to strive for oppr::rtunitles of fre.é'dom - freedom of constience and free'donﬁ
of religious and political expression. = | E %
. . Eastern Europe haé the free will to chooss between moving fnrward,'towarrhia
Jbright, progressive and hopefully prosperous future, or moving backward, to a darker pasti,
a past of destructlve antsgonisms end of "-dlvisiva politice that exploited those}r
antagonisms. ' ,E
In Eastern Europe todey we see signs of both. It is heartening to see une%

Esstern Eurcpean country after the other embrace the ldeals of democragy and hl.m-lar':l

rights. A number of countries have mads real strides.




But we cannot be unconcerned over signs that enti-ssmitism hae once again
become political and popullst currency in these countries, In desecrations of synugngués
anﬂ cemeteries, in grafitti on campaign posters, In innuendoes end sometimes more
blatant pronouncementé in thé media, from political leaders and occasionally a ehurc.h-
leadsr. We see e famlliar and frightaning pattern. |

The Jewish community Is gratified that somé positive steps have 'baen taken by
"Catholic lsaders to unequivocally denounce and actively counter this trpnd. ..

Just three months ago in Pragus, at 8 meeting of the International Catholic-
Jewish Liason Cnrhm!tt:-.a the Catholic delegstes condemned enti-eemitism as well es all
forms of racism as a sin agalnst Gad and humanity, and they atfirmed that one cannot ba
authenticelly Christian end engage in antl-semitism. In Prague, the President of thé
Pontifical _Commissinn for Raliglous Relations with the Jews, stirred the world with his. ,
power:ful public call for Christian teshuvah...repentance...and of r_acnncﬁliatinn for those
bitte; centuries of Christian hostility towards Jews and Judaism. Bu@eanlngful}l
purposeful action s always needed to translate the promise of repentanca’ _ and
reconciliation into concrete raa‘!ity.> II

The Prague Declaratinﬁ devoted special ettention to recent manifsstations of
anti-semitism, partlcularly in Eesterd and Central Europe, It stressed the nsed to
disseminate the achlevements of Nostra Aetate and past Catholic-Jewish dialogues In
those countries where new political developments have created the possibility fn!_';:_
coopsrative work. 1‘

Recognizing the Impurtancé of widening the teachings of Nostra _é_a_t:ﬂ:g, the'
Prague me;ting noted w{th satisfaction the esteblishment of jeint Jewish-Cherlstian Jiaieonj‘

Committees in Czechoslovakia and Hungery and the dissemation by Church authoritles in;

i
l
|



Poland of official documents In the Polish language concerning Catholic-Jewish relatinn%s. :
Notwithstanding these efforts it is ead to note that anti-semitism still manifests ‘1tself :ln
these and other countries. | .
The Prague Declaration stressed that systemstic efforts must be mede tiu
uproot sources of religlous antl-semitism wharever they eppear through the publication ﬁ_f
_ texts, priestly training, liturgy and the use of Catholic media, and It recommended & aix
pnint plan to combat the resurgance of anti-semitism in Eastern and Central Eurcpe. 1
Such actlon is critically needed today in the struggle agalnat antl-eemitism.
The memory of the Shosh, the Holocaust, haunts all of us, and you recently remindead thle
world of that horror when you declared at the June 5-7, 1990 meeting of Europeafn
Bishops: | :
Perhaps in no other war in history has man been so thcrnughly trample;d
_upon in his dignity end fundamental rights. An arhn of the humlliation
and even desperstion ceusad by such &n axpar:anca could be heard 1n
the question often repeated after the War; How can we gn cn.llvmg
aft.ar- Auschwitz? Sometimes another question presented itself; Is 1£
_s'tlll possible to speak about God after Auschwitz? o
We sppleud your continuing efforta In publicly condemning antl-semitiem. We
are hopeful thet your condemnation will influence Esstern European leadsrship who atil%
continue expressing anti-eemitic remarks In thair political activities. The C:ad:h:ii!g‘.l
Church's effort to eradicate anti-semitism, a sinful social pathology, must incresse ar_ngj__
intensify throughout the world, and this effort is. espacielly nseded today in newly fraadl

Eastern Europe.




With regard to the Carmelite convent at Auschwitz, we nate with aatiafactlc!m
that a new center ié under construﬁticn. We sleo warmly welcome last year's daclarat.lc;n
by the Commlssmn on Religious Relatlons with the Jews that gave full support to tha
implementation of the 1987 Geneva Agreamant. :

Ae noted in Prague, we cnntinua to ses the need, already envisaged, for clnaa:r
and more rapid cooperation and exchange of informetion bstween 1JCIC end the Holy Sa;s
in order to avoid future misunderstanding and to actlvely address concerns within our twu
‘communities. | !

We aleo sxpreas the hopa that the proposed “Universal Catechism for th;
Church will reflect the teachings and pergpectives of the Second Vatican Councli! and thle
rich fruits of the past 25 years of positive Catholie-Jewish relations. We hope that it le
avoid any refarence of contempt denigrating the role of Jews ‘and Judeism in God's design.

We look forwerd to the aff:clal Cathulm-documant. on tha Shoah, the hlatorlcai

background of anti-semitism, and lts contemporary manifestations. This document, the
promulgation of which was snnounced in 1987, Ia urgently needad.to educate and to'
sensitize the hurnan femily to the ever present danger cf anti-semitism in all its inaldmns

forms. At the samse time, we hope that Vetican grchivel material will be made accsssiblé
for better understanding of the darkest period in Jewlsh history. |
One of those ugly forms is CIBE_.I'IY}BE:.Ugnizad In the document, The Church ant;ﬁ
Racism: Towsrds A More Fraternal Socisty, published by the Pontifical Commission fq_:“
‘Justice and Peace in 1988:
«.Anti-Zionism...eerves as a scresn for antiesemitism, féédlng on it and

leading to it.




. 1
|
i

We are perticulerly pleased thet the Roman Catholic Bishaps of the Uniteid
States have publlcly called for the rescinding of the Infamous United Natlons Genareil
Assembly Resolution of 1975 that calls Zionism, the national liberation movement of thja
Jewish peopls, a8 "form of raclsm." This odlous Reéalutiun has been an invitation té:
denigrate end persecute the Jewish people. It must be rescinded. And your voice in thi;
sffort would be apprepriste, I

At the heart of Jewish sslf definition is a profound lave for the Land of Israelg,
and for the Holy City of Jerusalem. And the modsrn state of Israel is an embodiment n{f
Jewish identity, JewiaL hopes, and Jewieh faith. For millennla the Jewlsh pan‘pla;
wherever they lived In the Dlaspors, constantly prayed, "Next year in Jerusalem!" Nav;r
thet prayer, that dream, has been realized in our lifetime. li

Liks you, we share the belisf that trus peace wlll come to that troubled raginrin
of the world when natlons "shall baas their swords Into plowshares, and their spears intc%
pruning h;nka", when "nation shall not lift up sword against natlon, nelther shall they learr'i[
war any mare," |

Ws-belisve that full and formal diplomatic relations betwaen tha Holy See and;
the state of lsrael will drama-tl-cally and substarlti'valy advance the cause of peace, The;
nﬁrmallzation of relstions will send s strong signal to those netions that are 'etilli
committed to the destruction of Israel. We live I.at a time when long hsld ideologies are!:
being abendoned in many parts of ths world, end when new Initiatives for peace are taking:
place every day. Physical, political, and psychological walls and barriers between pauples!
are falllng everywhere. Now Is the time for the full ripening of relations between the

Holy See and the state of lerael.




i

In the new and positive atmosphere that has developed since the Seconld

Vatican Council, we welcome and encourege the examples of Catholics and Jews workmg
together on a host of social concerns in many countries. We live in a world of pa!nfufl
contradictions, While we have achieved much in science and technology, millions of ouir
fellow human beings are still dying of hunger., We have sent a person to the moon, but
milllons stll! can not read or write; we have solved many mysterles of the human minci,
‘but bigotry and prejudice still remaln widespread. We have achieved much In art,
literature, end music, but we still debase millions of human beings who &re created in the
Image of Ged. ‘ | _ :
As Catholics and Jewes we share many morsl principles and values includlné

freedom of the human conscience, religious liberty, human rights, and opposition to aIi
forms of racial, ethnic, and raliglous diacriminatipn. This commemoration of the 2515
~anniversary of Nostra Aetate is en appropriste time to re-p!edga ourselves to work for

these \.—-i'ta! goals,

Diaiogue is a process that goes through different stages of devalopment an:i

~ crisis, meamanul steps forward and sometimes steps backward, but dislogue Is a reallty

that requires thIBﬂCB and cnnstant communicatian. - :

We are hopeful that our mestings and ongoing conversations will project a
senss of friendship and mutusl respact that is desparately needed In a world plagued wlth

allenation and the denial of human rights. : J

i
In the Jewish tredition we ere taught that "our day here upon earth s short,

end we are sluggish. in parfoi'ming our dﬁtiaa, but the reward le great, and Gnd,' r.n.mt
Creator, is most urgent. But it is noet incumbent upon us to complete our wark, but

neither are we free to deeist from it."




So much more needs to be done, but et least after 25 years, we can say with

confldence that we have not desisted from our task. Indeed, I believe thet we have oniy

begun our work.

Thank you.

e g e e e
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Dear IJCIC Member
of the constituent agencies

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE CHANGED THE TIME OF OUR

MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 TO 1l:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, at 1:30 P.M. in the
offices of the Synagogue Council of America

The agenda will include a review and discussion of the
results of the Rome meeting of the Vatican Commission
for Religious' Relations with the Jews and IJCIC.

We will begin the preliminary discussion of  the

implementation of the Prague declaration.

Enclosed is relevant background material and news items
culled from various sources.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING YOU ON WEDNESDAY and thank
you for your cooperation and continued interest.

With Chanukah greetings,

Seymour D. Reich

Chairman
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The agenda will include a review and discussion of the
results of the Rome meeting of the Vatican Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews and IJCIC.

We will begin the preliminary discussion of the

implementation of the Prague declaration.
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Under—separate—cover,—you—will —receive relevant
background material and news items culled from various
sources.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING YOU ON WEDNESDAY and thank
you for your cooperation and continued interest.

With Chanukah greetings,

Seymour D. Reich
. Chairman
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CHURCH GROUP SCORED FOR DRAWING
PARALLEL BETWEEN IRAQ AND ISRAEL
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK, Dec. 12 (JTA) -- Leaders of the
Reform movement have sharply criticized ¢fforts
by the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA to link the Persian Gulf crisis to the
[sraceli-Palestinian conflict.

At their biannual general board meecting on
Nov. 15, leaders of the church group adopted a
statement saying that ‘“‘active U.S. efforts to
implement U.N. Security Council resolutions
relating to the occupation of Kuwait by Iraq
stands in marked contrast to US. negligence
regarding the implementation of Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338.”

Those resolutions call for Israeli withdrawal
from territory taken in the Six-Day War of 1967.

The council represents 32 major Protestant
and Orthodox churches with about 80 million con-
gregants in this country, including the Methodist,
Presbyterian and Episcopalian denominations.

“The U.S. government’s condemnation of the
massacre on the Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount
and its endorsement of a U.N. mission to the oc-
cupied territories was a welcome departure from
past policies,” the statement also said.

“The failure of the U.S. government to take
any substantive measures to oppose the Israeli oc-
cupation, however, weakens the effect of its ap-
propriate outrage over Iraqi aggression.”

Rabbi Jerome Davidson, chairman of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations’ inter-
religious committee, said he was *‘surprised that
th¢ NCC would have gone along with this ploy of
Saddam Hussein’s and other Arab leaders to link
the two situations.

“This is an unfortunate position for NCC to
take when they want to build a stronger relation-
ship with Israel,” he said.

Davidson and Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor,
the committee’s director, sent an open letter to
the council's leaders on Nov. 29, calling the
parallel “a moral obscenity.”

No Reply T AHC mplain _

The Reform leaders have not yet heard any
response from council officials. The group’s
position.and its silence to the UAHC complaint
could weaken the relationship between the two
groups, according to Bretton-Granatoor,

Leaders of the two religious organizations
meet periodically with each other and with other
groups to discuss interfaith issues as they arise.

“This is a very troublesome, difficult issue
that has not only spiritual and theological impor-
tance, but real political implications as well,”
Bretton-Granatoor said.

“We would Ilike to meet with them soon.
Unless there is a real commitment to hammer
these issues out, it could eventually cloud inter-
religious dialogue in the months ahead.

“We've made tremendous progress (on inter-
religious concerns) in the last couple of years,”
he said. “This could scuttle a lot of the things
that we’re doing.”

According to Dr. Jay Rock, director of the
council’s Christian-Jewish Relations Office, “We're
glad to talk to them. We’re open to further
conversation. We have had a good relationship
with the Union for a long time.”

But he acknowledged his group has *not
made a formal response yet, and it’s hard to
know how we will follow up.”
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES;

WITH EXCEPTION OF WJC, JEWISH LEADERS
PLEASED WITH MEETINGS AT TIIE VATICAN
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK, Dec. 11 (JTA) — Jewish leaders
who met last week with Pope John Paul II have,
for the most part, expressed satisfaction with
their two days of talks at the Yatican.

But one Jewish leader just back from Rome
called the meeting, the first of its kind with the
pope in three years, “2 mixed bag.”

“In many ways procedurally and substantive-
ly, our concerns were not addressed,” said Elan
Stcinberg, executive director of the World Jewish
Congress, who participated in the talks,

The WJC is onc of five constituent groups of
[JCIC, the International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consultations, which is the group
designated to represent world Jewry in dialogue
with the Vatican.

The other constituent groups of IICIC are
the American Jewish Committee, B'nai B'rith
International/Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
Brith, Israel Interfaith Commixtee and Synagogue
Council of America.

As far as most of the 1JCIC delegates were
concerned, the goals of the trip to the Vatican
were achieved.

“All we were looking for was a confirma-
tion, by the pope, of the Prague declaration,
which he gave to us unequivocally," said LJCIC
Chairman Seymour Reich. “In fact, he went
beyond the language of Prague, which called for
dissemination (of the new church teachings), and
he called for implementation.”

The Rome visit, commemorating the 25th
anniversary of “Nostra Actate,” the Second
Vatican Council's document that redefined the
Catholic Church’s relationship with Judaism, was
intended 1o be largely ceremonial, Reich said,
unlike the working meeting between Catholic and
Jewish leaders in Prague three months carlier,

n A ‘Throne-Lj Ie!

Qut of the Prague meeting came a church
statement decrying anti-Semitism as a sin, as well
as guidelines for implementing new church teach-
ings on Judaism. By contrast, “Rome was theater,
to some extent,” said Reich, who represents B'nai
B'rith on LJCIC.

One of the procedural ¢lements of the Rome
trip that upset WIC's Steinberg was one that left
most of the 30 1ICIC representatives discomfited.

The pope was seated on an elevated platform
in what Stcinberg called *“a throne-like chair”
when he met with Jewish leaders on the morning
of Dec. 6, leaving 1JCIC's chairman to address the
pontiff from the floor below,

The Jewish representatives were expecting
the meeting to take place on equal terms, phy-
sically as well as polltically, and were taken by
surprise when they saw the layout of the room.

“1 was uncomfortable,” conceded Reich.

Vatican officials explained to IJCIC that the
room was the only one available to accommodate
the group, which was larger than had originally
been agreed upon,

In order to make up for the imbalance in
the private meeting, the pope spent time after-
ward informally chatting with each IJCIC delegate.

Most participants felt there was no intended
hostile message in the scating arrangement, and
they said, in fact, that the atmosphere was warm.

“The fact that there were no r:!igio_u-s

S{M%Tww
there usually are.” phserved Rabbi Jack Bemporad,
director of intcrreligious affairs for the Syna-
gogue Council. -

“Besides,” said Bemporad, “the real issue is
not where the pope sits, but what he says™—————

Scant Progress Opn Recognition Of Israc)

Still, Stcinberg was unhappy with what he
called the IJCIC “audience with the pope.”

WJC nparticipants were also dissatisfied
because they wanted to achicve more progress on
the Vatican's willingness to establish full diplo-
matic relations with Israel, Steinberg sald.

The Vatican “clearly commuanicated that
there is nothing on the immediate horizon as far
as diplomatic relations with Israel,” he said. “We
may well have reached the theoretical limit of the
political dialogue between us.”

As 8 result, the WIC “ig likely to give a
lower priority to Vatican-Jewish relations in the
future,” Steinberg said.

The Vatican has long emphasized that it
considers diplomatic relations with Israel & politi-
cal matter rather than a religious one, and one
that is addressed through different channels than
meetings devoted to the religlous relationship
between the two faiths.

In Rome, Archbishop Edward Cassidy, presi-
dent of the Vatican's Commission on Religious
Relations With the Jews, arranged a meeting
between the Jewish leaders and the new Vatican
deputy secretary of state, Monsignor Jean-Louis
Tauran, whose appointment had been announced
less than a week earlier.

That mceting esiablished a formal political
relationship between ILJCIC and the Vatican to
deal with such issues 8s recognition of Isracl

In any case, “Isracl is not interested, in this
stage, in pushing for (ull diplomatic relations with
the Vatican,” said Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, a- for-
mer chairman of 1JCIC who participated in the
Rome meetings and was present when “Nostra
Aetate™ was issued 235 years ago.

“Israel does not want to Invite Vatican
pressure for & Palestinian homeland, and so it is
in Israel's interests to remain relatively sileat,”
he said.

Oopposition Te Beatiflcation Volced

Jewish opposition to the proposed beatifica-
tion of Queen Isabella of Spain was also commun-
icated during the Rome meetings, according to
Reich. It was Isabella and King Ferdinand who
ordered the expulsion of Jews from Spain in 1492,

“One Vatican official asked lor documenta-
tion about our concerns relating to Queen Isabel-
la. And I replied that they have that information
in their own archives,” Reich related, “It's not
our burden to document that for them., The
history of that period is well known,™

The next step in the Catholic-Jewish dia-
logue will be the establishment of joint commit-
tees to implement the church’s revised teachings
about Jews and Judaism, teachings that have not
yet reached the world's 800 million Catholics on
the grass-roots level, Jewish leaders said,

Initial mectings between IJICIC and Arch-
bishop Cassidy are expected to be scheduled
within 8 few months, they said,

“It's timc to roll up our sleeves,™ sald
Reich. “Praguc was the big event of the year,
and now the pope has given the declaration his
full support. It Is up to us to establish the mech-
anisms to implement thot.”
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Pope, Jewish Leaders Confer to Build Understanding

By Clare Pedrick

Sproul to the Washangion Post -

VATICAN CITY—In a meeting that both
sides said was an important bridge-building
exercise, a 30-member international dele-
gation of Jews spent an hour Thursday with
Pope John Paul 11, discussing how to heal
old wounds and avoid misunderstandings.

The encounter was the first between Jew-
ish leaders and the pope since 1987, the year
the pope met with Austrian President Kurt
Waldheim and thus-angered some Jews,

The tension caused by that event and
controversy over a Carmelite convent at
the site of a World War Il death camp in
Poland have now been largely resolved, said
Rabbi Seymour D. Reich, chairman of the
Anti-Nefamation League of B'nai B'rith,

“This is the beginning of a new chapter
for us,” he said after meeting with the pope.
“There were tensions over Lhe years, The
Carmelile convent was one. The meeting of
the pope with Waldheim and with |Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser]
Arafat was another. | think we are back on

track in terms of dialogue at this level,”

Alter Thursday's meeling, Vatican offi-
cials said they would set up a direct line of
communication with Jewish leaders to try lo
avert further rifts, Reich, of Great Neck,
N.Y., said the aim was to enable both sides
*to deal with political matters that are sen-
silive to the Jewish community.”

The Holy See also revealed plans to grant
$100,000 toward the completion of a new
convent that will house the Carmelite sis-
ters, Reich said he had been told that the
new site, which was close to but not actually
on the camp grounds, should be ready be-
fore the end of next year.

High on the agenda at Thursday's meet-
ing was antisemitism in Eastern and Central
European countries, especially Poland and
Hungary, which have predominantly Cath-
olic populations,

The Polish-barn pope, who previously
had condemned antisemitism, expressed
sympathy at the meeting, and added, “An-
tisemitism does not only exist in the East. It
can also be found in the West.”

——

“This is the beginning of
a new chapter for us.
There were tensions over
the years. The Carmelite
convent was one ....

[ think we are back

on track in lerms

of dialogue at this

level.”
~— Rabbi Seymour D. Reich

Catholic and Jewish leaders have agreed
to a six-point plan to combat antisemitism in
the former Communist countries of Europe.
It will'include setting up joint committees to
monitor and deal with racist incidents as

they arise and teaching in schools and theo-
logical colleges about the danger of racism.

The Vatican also has said it will use its
influence to support the introduction of leg-
islation against racial and religious discrim-
ination in the new European democracies.

Officially, Thursday's Jewish-Catholic
meeting was called to mark the 25th anni-
versary of “Nostra Aetate,” the document
produced by the Second Vatican Council in
1965 and intended to end centuries of fric-
tion by proclaiming that today's Jews cannot
be held responsible for the death of Jesus.

In September, a four-day gathering in
Prague of members of the Holy See's Com-
mission for Religious Relations with the
Jews and a delegation from the Internation-
al Jewish Committee on Interreligious Con-
sultalions went several steps further, pav-
ing the way for Thursday's meeting,

In Prague, papal emissary Archbishop Ed-
ward |, Cassidy affirmed that antisemitism is
a sin, Cassidy also asked forgiveness on behalf
of all Roman Cathalics for antisemitism that
had in the past, he admitted, "found a place in
Christian thought and practice.”

On Thursday, Pope John Paul added his
personal endorsement to what has become
known as the Prague declaration,- and
stressed Jews' special place in history,
speaking of “the absolute singulanity of
God's choice of a particular people.” .

He did not comment on the Vatican's re-
sistance to granting official recognition to
the state of [srael.

Expressing disappointment, Reich.sad
that in a later meeting with the Holy See’s
newly installed foreign minister, Archbishop
John-Louis Tauran, the Vatican had made it
clear it would withhold recognition uatjl the
issues of Israel's borders, the status of Je-
rusalem and of the Palestinian people had
been settled.

“We anticipated that response, We have
heard it in the past,” Reich said. “But we
continue to make this request to our Cath-
olic friends because it represents something
very basic to us, and because there c2n he
no full normalization of relations between
the Catholic and Jewish communities, untl
the Vatican has fully normalized its mh-
tions with the Jewish state.” e
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Pope Endorses Statement on Anti-Semitism

By PETER STEINFELS

Meeuing with an international dele-
<ition from Jewish organizations in
%2 Vatican, Pope John Paul Il en:
txsed a statement yesierday drawn
+:2 three months ago acknowledging
=2t some aspects of Catholic teaching
and practice had fostered anti-Semi-

\bating It

manity" and sald that the church
should repent for the anti-Semitism
that had found a place in Catholic
thought and behavior.

Special Instrucilon Urged

Among practical measures for com-
in Eastern Europe, the
Prague t had urged the trans-

1:im and outlining plans for combating
:ts re-emergence in Eastern Europe.

Me Pope called for implementation
ol the conclusions reached by Jewish
.Ad Roman Catholie representatives at
4 tunference in September in Czecho.
~ovakia,

The Prague statement branded anti-
*eTitism 'a sin against God and hu-

lation of recent church documents on
Catholic-Jewish ties and their wide dis-
semination. Il also called for special in-
struction for priests and seminarians
and the establishment of joint Cathaolic-
Jewish commissions in each country,.
’No dialogue between Christians and
Jews can overlook the painful and ter-

rible experience of the Shoah, the
Pope said, using the Hebrew term for
the Nazi effort to exlerminate Eu-
rope's Jews,

Rabbl Jack Bemporad, chairman of
the Interreligious Allairs Office of the
Synagogue Council of America, said
that the endor guar. d that
the Prague statement would not “'be-
come jusi one of hundreds of declara-
tions,” but a *“core document™ for
Catholic-Jewish cooperation. Yester-
day's meeting, he said when reached
by telephone in Rome, should over-
come the skepticism ol Jews who ques-
lion whether the Pope fully backed the
statements made by Vatican officials.

At the beginning of the session, Arch-
bishop Edward 1. Cassidy, who heads
lhe Vatlcan's Commission for Rell-
glous Relations With the Jews, an-
nounced that the Pope had recently
sent o Poland the funds pledged for a
new structure being buill to relocate
the Carmelite nuns whose convent al
the site of the Auschwitz camp had
strained Catholic-Jewish ties.

The meeting with the Pope was pari
of a two-day conference marking the
25th anniversary of Nosira Aetate, the
Second Vatican Council's declaration
on Cathalicism and non-Christian rel-
Elenns. which recognized a close union

tween Christianity and Judaism and
condemned the beliel that the Jewish
people were to be held responsible for
the death of Jesus.

Nostra Aetate “marked a reckoning
of the soul, a change of heart' and “a

positive response after centuries of
alienation,” Seymour Reich told the
conference, Mr, Reich Is chairman of
the International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consuliations, the Jew.
ish umbrella group with which whom
the Vatican has deall since the Vatican
Council,

*Almost a Radical Honesty"

Both Catholic and Jewish partici-
pants said that the aimosphere of the
meeting was ‘‘cordial” and “open.”

Rabbl_MareTanenbaum_called the
conference “extremely reallstic, more
50 than many other meetings'" and
marked by *“almost a radical honesty."

He said that Bishop Pietro Rossano
had warned Lhat progress In Catholic-
Jewish relatlons was hampered when
Jewish organizations issued sweeping
attacks on the Pope or the Catholic

Church or when the relations between
the two groups were portrayed In very
bleak terms. Rabbl Tanenbaum called
Bishop Rossans. the—reciof of the
Lateran University In Rome,
trusted friend of Lhe Jewish people.”

"We have arrived at a stage where
we can discuss whatever is disturbing,
and see these. quesiions from the
others’ paint of view,” Archbishop Cas-
sidy said in a telephone interview after
the meetin,

During the conference Jewish dele-

tes urged the Vatican to establish
ull diplomatle relations with the state
of Israel, In a 45-minute meeting with -
the delegation, Msgr. Jean-Louis Tau.
ran, deputy to Lhe papal secretary of
state, cited the Vatican's reasons for
not recognizing lsrael — unresolved
borders, the status of Jerusalem and
the Palestinians’ lack of a homeland.
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He wants to visit ‘Holy Land’ -

VATICAN CITY (Reater) — Jewish
leader Seymour Reich urged Pope
John Paul vesterday to establish dip-
lomatic relations with Israel and said
he was wOrried abour new antisemi-
tism in the pontiff's native Poland.

The pope, speaking at the end of
the highest-level meetings between
Roman Catholics and Jews in threc
years, told Jewish leaders that he
would like 10 visit the Holy Land
one day.

In a significant gesture of good-
will. the pepe approved a $100.000-
Vatican confribution toward the
building of a prayer center to housc
nuns who will move our of a convent
at the former Nazi death camp at
Auschwitz n Poland, a spokesman
satd.

The dispute over the nuns, who
last Febryary agreed to move to the
nearby prayer center when complet-
ed. hrought Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions to one of their fowest points.

“We belicve that full and formal
d:p!omanc relations between the
Holy See and the state of Israel will
dramatically 4nd substantively ad-

vance the cause of the peace,” said
Reich.

Reich, chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Commitiee on Interre-
ligious Consultations (JCIC), told
the pope in a reference 1o hard-line
Arab countries such as Iraq and Syr-

“The normalization of relations
wili scnd a sirong signal to those
nations that are stll committed to
the destruction of Israel.”

The Vatican supports Israel’s
right 1o exist and its necds for safe
borders. But before cstablishing
diplomatic ties it wants a resolution
to the Palestinian question and in-
ternational protection for Jerusalem
as a city sacred to Christianity, Juda-
ism and Islam.

At the end of thc mccung the
pope told Rabbi David Rosen of
Jerusalem: "1 hope one day 0 be
able 1o visit the Holy P!;u.-:s e

“That would tu: our joy,” Rossn
responded.

In his address to the pope, Reich
said the return of democracy in
Eastern Europs had brought with it
4 familiar and frightening’” pattern
of antisemitism.

Pope meets Jewish leaders

“We cannot be unconcerned over
signs that antisémitism bhas once
again become political and populist
currency in these countries, in dese-
crations of synagogues and cemeter-
ics, in grafitti on campaign posters.
in innuendous:@nd sometimes more
blatant pronouncements in the me-
dia, from political leaders and occa-
sionzlly a church jeader.” Reich
said.

But the Jewish leaders said they
were happy that the pope endorsed
a joint statement last September by
an international Carholic-Jewish li-
aison committee in Prague which
branded zntisemitism as “a sin
against God and humanity™.

*This is the beginning of a new
chapter for us...We are back on
track.” Reich said.

The two days of meelings com-
memoratéd the 25th anniversary of
the Second Vatican Council docu-
ment Nosira Aetate (In our Time). It
tlatly repudiated the notion of col-
lective Jewish guilt for Christ's
death and urged inter-faith dia-
logue.
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Pontiff
Scorns

Hatred
Of Jews

Backs far-reaching
anti-Semitism fight

By Ruth E. Gruber
NEWSDAY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
Vatican City — Pope John Paul II, meeting with

international Jewish leaders yesterday, endorsed a,

widespread battle against anti-Semitism.

He did so by approving a declaration that de-
nounces hatred of Jews as sinful and calls for mea-
sures to fight it, particularly in Eastern Europe.

But the Pope did not mention the resurgent anti-
Semitism in Eastern Europe, including his native Po-
land, and several of the Jewish leaders said they re-
main concerned that the high-level improvements in
Jewish-Catholic relations have not reached the grass
roots in such countries. They also said they were dis-
appointed by the Vatican's continued refusal to recog-
nize the state of Israel.

The nearly hour-long meeting with the Pope was
the culmination of a two-day conference between the
30-member International Jewish Committee for In-
terreligious Consultations and the Holy See’s Com-

mission for Religious Relations with the Jews, held to .

mark the 25th anniversary of Nostra Aetate (In Our
Time), the lJandmark Vatican decree that opened the
door to Jewish-Catholic dialogue.

The Pope called yesterday’s encounter *“‘a very im-
portant day” and, like the Jewish delegation, ex-
pressed the hope of continued and deepened dialogue.

Saying “‘no dialogue between Christians and Jews
can overlook the painful and terrible experience of
the Shoah [Holocaust],” he endorsed the Sept. 6 dec-
laration from a preliminary meeting in Prague. That
declaration denounced anti-Semitism as a sin and
called for a concrete program to fight it, particularly
in Eastern Europe. It also included a Catholic call for
t(.:hhr.iIStim repentance for the historic persecution of

e Jews.

“The [papal] meeting took place in a very good at-
mosphere,” said Sevmour D. Reich, the Great Neck
attorney who serves as chairman of the committee.

He said the Pope’s *‘loud and clear’ confirmation of
the Prague declaration means “that it is now official
that Vatican church policy calls for repentance. calls
anti-Semitism a sin,” and envisages implementing
concrete programs designed to disseminate the new
teaching on the Jews to grassroots priests and laity.

“There is obviously a desire on the part of the Vati-
can to have good relations with the Jewish communi-
ty,”" Reich said. “This was evidenced in all the meet-
ings and in the warmth of our private discussions
with the Pope.” Nonetheless, Reich said he was
“somewhat disappointed that the Pope did not go be-
yond that which was set forth in the text of his
speech.”

In his own remarks to the Pope, Reich stressed the
worrisome signs of renewed anti-Semitism in Eastern
Europe and urged “meaningful, purposeful action
. . .totranslate the promise of repentance and recon-
ciliation into concrete reality.”

He also urged the Vatican to recognize Israel, say-
ing, ““full and formal diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and the state of Israel will dramatically and
substantively advance the cause of peace.”

The Pope did not mention Eastern Europe, nor did
he refer to the specific contents of the Prague declara-
tion. He also skirted the Israel issue, repeating the
Vatican view that Jerusalem is *‘a city holy to three
great religions, to Jews, Christians and Moslems,”
and urging that Jews join him in “praying daily for
peace, justice and respect for the fundamental human
and religious rights of the three peoples.”

The Vatican also announced that it is donating
$100,000 toward the construction of an ecumenical
center and convent outside'the grounds of the AudehL’
witz concentration camp in Poland.
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JEWS ENCOURAGED BY SESSION WITH POPE,
BUT DISAPPOINTED OVER STANCE ON ISRAEL
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, Dec. 6 (JTA) — An international
Jewish delegation emerged from 2 nearly hour-
long mecting Thursday with Pope John Paul Il
clated with the warm atmosphere if not entirely
satisfied with the results.

The pope himself described the meeting with
3 30-member delegation of the [nrcramational
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations
as “very important.”

And Seymour Reich, chairman of the 1ICIC
delegation, called it “the beginning of a new
chapter” in Catholic-Jewish relations.

He praised the pope's warmth, as well as the
“obvious desire on the part of the Vatican w0
have good relations with the Jewish community.”

But at the same time, Reich cxpressed some
disappointment that the pope did not go further
in some of his statements, particularly on the
Yatican's continued refusal to recognize Israel.

The ocvcasion of the mecting, the First of its
kind in three years, was a two-day gathering of
Vatican and Jewish leaders called to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of “Nostra Actate,” the 1965
decrec by the Second Vatican Council that rede-
fined Catholic-Jewish relations and opened the
way for dialogue between the two faiths,

During the gathering, the Vatican demon-
strated its desirc to resolve the painful three-year
dispute with world Jewry over the establishment
of a Carmelite convent on the grounds of the
former Auschwitz death camp.

Money To Relocate Nuns Promised

Archbishop Edward Cassidy, chairman of the
Holy See’s Commission on Religious Relations With
the Jews, announced that the Vatican i3 giving
substantial financial assistance to help complete
construction of a new convent and ecumenical
center where the nuns at Auschwitz will be
relocated. A Vatican spokesman said the aid
amounted to $100,000.

During his meeting with the Jewish leaders,
the pope said, “This has been a very important
day. Let's hope to continue.”

He called the Nostra Aectale anniversary
“nothing other than the divine mercy which is
guiding Christians and Jews to mutual awareness,
respect, cooperation and solidarity.”

He also affirmed the “absolute singularity of
God’s choice of a particular people, ‘His own’
people, Israel.”

Using the Hebrew word for the Holocaust,
he added that *“no dialogue between Christians
and Jews can overlook the painful and terrible
¢xperience of the Shoah”

The pope also confirmed the conclusions put
forward in a landmark joint Jewish-Catholic
statement made in Prague Sept. 6.

He urged that the Prague declaration and its
recommendation to fight anti-Semitism everywhere
“be widely recognized and implemented wherever
human and religious rights are violated.”

Leaders of the Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith, here to mark the Nostra Actate
anniversary, thanked the pope for his efforts to
fight anti-Semitism.

But much still has to be done, ecspecially in
Eastern Europe, they said.

Reich remarked later that “the significant
thing is the loud and clear confirmation of the
Prague statement™ by the pope.

“This is now official Vatican/church policy.
Iv calls for rcpentance™ for past Catholic wroags
against Jews, and *it calls anti-Semitism a sin. It
envisages a plan to implement the concrete pro-
posals to fight anti-Semitism set forth In the
Prague document.”

P i

Nonetheless, Reich said he was “somewhat
disappointed that the pope did not go beyond that
which was set forth in his text.” _

In his own remarks to the pontiff, Reich
called for concrete action in the future, particu-
larly in fighting anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe.
He also urged the Vatican to recognize Israel.

“We believe thar full and formal diplomatic
relations between the Holy See and the State of
Israel will dramatically and substantively advance
the cause of peace,” Reich told the pope.

“The normalization of relations will send a
strong signal to those nations that are still
committed to the destruction of Isracl.

“We live at a time when long-held ideologies
are being abandoned in many parts of the world,
and when new initiatives for peace are taking
place every day,” he said.

“Physical, political and psychological walls
and barriers between peoples are falling every-
where. Now is the time for the full ripening of
relations between the Holy See and the State of
lsrael,” he said.

The pope, however, scarcely touched on the
issue, referring only to his reverence for Jerusa-
Iem as a holy city.

“At the center of the Holy Land, almost at
its hallowed heart, lies Jerusalem,” he said. “It is
a city holy to three great religions: to Jews,
Christians and Moslems, Its very name evokes
peace.

“I should like you to join in praying daily
for peace, justice and respect for the furndamental
human and religious rights of the three peoples,
the three communities of faith who inhabir that
beloved land,” he said.

feetiog With Secretar

The Jewish delcgation also raised the Israel
issue during a 45-minute mecting following the
papal audicnce with the newly appointed Vatican
secretary of state, Monsignor Jean-Louis Tauran.

“He told us there are problems with full
normglization with Israel,” Reich reported. “He
said they are issues relating to Jerusalem, to the
Palestinians, to borders.

“We had anticipated this; we have heard this
in the past,” he said.

But he stressed, “There can’t be full norma-
lization of relations between the Jewish and
Catholic communities until the Vatican has full,
normal relations with Isra¢l. That is a basis for
us."”

Rcich said the meeting with Tauraa was
particularly significant as it marked the beginning
of a formal communication mechaniam between
1JCIC and the Vatican Sccretariat of State.
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NEW YATICAN THINKING MUST BE
CONYEYED TO LAITY, SAYS RABBI
By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, Dec. 5 (JTA) -- An American Jewish
religious leader hailed a “new spirit” of opcuness
in - Catholic-Jewish relations but bluntly told
scnior VYatican leaders Wedaesday that Jews are
wary of the church's new way of thinking.

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman of inter-
religious affairs lor the Synagogue Council of
America, said that until the “creative and out-
standing work” of Pope John Pau! Il and other
Vatican leaders had an impact on the grass-roots
level of parish priests and lgity, the task of
reducing anti-Semitism &nd racism, particularly in
Eastern Europe, would not be achieved.

He also urged the Vatican to recognize
Israel.

Bemporad, ooe of the Ilcaders of a 30-mem-
ber international Jewish delegation scheduled to
have an audience with the pope on Thursday,
spoke during a2 public meeting with Cardinal Franz
Koenig of Austria on “Perspectives and Orienta-
tion for the Future of Catholic-Jewish Relations.”

Jewish leaders expressed the hope that the
pope would issue a personal reaffirmation of 2
Vatican position declaring anti-Semitism a *sin
against God aod Christian teachings.” That posi-
tion was included io the final document issued
after a high-level Catholic-Jewish meeting in
Prague three months ago.

Wednesday’s session was part of a two-day
conference involving members of the Holy Secc's
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
and IJCIC, the International Jewish Committec on
Interreligious Consuliations.

The conference was called to mark the 25th
anaiversary of *“Nostra Aecrtare,” the landmark
decree issued by the Second Vatican Council,
which opened the way to Catholic-Jewish dialogue.

At closed-door mectings earlier in the day,
Jewish and Catholic leaders evaluated the quarter
century since “MNostra Aetate” and discussed how
1o carry on following the joint Catholic-Jewish
document issued Sept. 6 in Prague.

In that document, Archbishop Edward Cas-
sidy, president of the Vatican commission, called
on Catholics to repent for past sins commitied
against Jews.

The document also called for closer Catho-
lic-Jewish coop¢ration in combatting anti-Scmi-
tism, particularly in the emerging democracies of
Eastern Europe.

Speakers at the closed-door session Wednes-
day included Archbishop Cassidy and his predeces-
sor as Vatican commission president, Cardinal
Johannes Willebrands; Seymour Reich, chairman of
1JCIC; Dr. Gerhart Riegner, co-chairman of the
World Jewish Congress Board of Governors; Dr.
Sergio Minerbi of the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem; and Bishop Pictro Rossano, a member
of the Vatican commission.

Bemporad's talk during the public session
touched on many points raised enrlier in the day.

“If onec were to try to recapture the pre-
Vatican II days, one would recognize that what
existed between Christians and Jews was a state
of suspicion and apprehension,” he said.

“Since Vatican 11, a new spirit has emerged”
and “startling changes have taken place,” he said.
These augur “a new, significant and symmectrical
dialogue™ between Catholics and Jews.

“The promulgation of *Nostra Actate’ insti-
wted a radical change in Catholic tcaching,”
which has “brought about & revolution in Catholic
thinking,”™ he said.

Nevertheless, given the long negative history
of the church against Jews and JSudaism In the
nearly 2,000 ycars before “Nostra Aectate,” it is
“pnot surprising that the Jew feels s little bit
wary of the significant changes that have taken
place within the church,” Bemporad said.

W,

“The most horrendous destruction of Jews in
history took place in predominantly Christian
Europe,” he said. “Is there any wonder that it
will take a long time for the Jewish community to
genuinely trust the changes that have 30 radically
changed the church?”

He said that when the pope, who otherwise
has shown *“deep concern™ on Jewish issues,
embraces Palestine Liberation Organization leader
Yasir Arafat or meets with ex-Nazis such as
Austrian President Kurt Waldheim -- or when the
Holocaust is “de-Judaized™ by the erection of a
Carmelite convent on the site of the former
Auschwitz camp - “Jewish wounds that have yet
to heal rupture anew.”

Bemporad stressed that education of the
Cathalic and Jewish lalty is needed to create
better understanding.

“Dialogue cannot be restricted to elites or
to the top echelons of our respective organiza-
tions, but must be brought down ta the grass-
roots level,” he said,

He called on the Vatican and I[JCIC to set
up a communications committes 10 “guarantee the
promulgation of the Praguc statement for Catho-
lics and Jews on the local level throughout the
world."” i

There is a particular need, he said, for the
sentiments expressed in the Prague statement “'to
be translated into action™ in the newly democrat-
ic states of Eastern and Central Europe, the main
killing grounds of the Holocaust, where reports of
anti-Semitism ar¢ disturbingly oa the rise.

He said Jews must also educate themselves
about the changes im Catholic thinking. “Many
Jews, like many Catholics, are not aware of the
momentous changes in Catholic thinking about
Jews and Judaism that have issued f(rom the
highest levels of the church since the Second
Vatican Council,” he said.

A 1l For Recognitl f Israe

“We have to ser up a commission to make
sure that every parish, every synagogue and every
community will be able to understand the new
tcaching of Vatican Il and its guidelines, as well
as the Prague statement,” he said.

“In doing so, every community throughout
the world will be filled with this new spirit of
reconciliation, spirit of love and spirit of hope.”

Bemporad said that & reversal of the Vati-
can's continued refusal to recognize Israel would
do a great deal to promote religious dialogue and
understanding between the two faiths.

“You clearly stat¢ no theological objections
to Isracl existing and that the Jewish state has &
right to exist,” he told the Catholic leaders,
odding: “Why not go all the way and establish
relations?

“Such recognition does not imply an agree-
ment with a nation’s policics, but places the
relationship on the same ecqual level that the
Catholic Church has with world Jewry,™ he said.



PRESS RELEASE

The 25th anniversary of the adoption of Nostra Aetate ("In QOur
Time') by Vatican Council 11 was commemorated in Rome, December 5 and
6, 1990, at meetings of the Holy See's Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews and the International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC).

The high level Conference concluded with a meeting held with Pope
John Paul 11 on December 6, in Vatican City. Statements were made by
Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy, President of the Holy See's Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews, and Seymour D. Reich, chairman
of 1JCIC.

In his remarks, the Pope affirmed 'the absolute singularity of
God's choice of a particular people, 'His own' people, lsrael'. He
added that '"no dialogue between Christians and Jews can overlook the
painful and terrible experience of the Shoah'. The Pope supported the
Prague declaration of Sept. 3-6, 1990, urging that the declarations on
"the .religious and historical dimensions of the Shoah and of
anti-Semitism ...be implemented wherever human and religious rights
are violated". 1

Mr Reich reaffirmed the achievements of Prague indicating that
"meaningful, purposeful action 1is always needed to translate the
promise of repentance and reconciliation into concrete reality'. He

-also indicated :"As Catholics and Jews we share many moral principles
and values including freedom of the human conscience, religious

. liberty, human rights, and opposition to all forms of racial, ethnic,
and religious discrimination. This commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of Nostra Aetate 1s an appropriate time to re-pledge
ourselves to work for these vital goals".

The purpose of the Conference was to review and assess the
developments in Catholic-Jewish relations during the past quarter
century and to project programs for the future.

The delegates agreed that an historic breakthrough was achieved
since 1965 which fundamentally changed mutual relat1ons between the
Catholic Church and the Jewish people.

The Jewish delegation asserted that dialogue has been made
possible by the fact that Nostra Aetate and other church documents had
repudiated anti-Semitism condemning 1t as a sin against God and the
Church, and affirmed recognition of the ongoing autonomous Covenant of
God with the Jewish people.

Papers on these issues were delivered by Cardinal Johannes
Willebrands, President Emeritus of the Holy See's Commission on
Religious Relations with the Jews, Dr Gerhardt Riegner, co-chairman of
the Governing Board of the World Jewish Congress, Bishop Pietro
Rossano, of the Lateran University, and Dr. Sergio Minerbi of
Jerusalem's Hebrew University. .
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The public session was addressed by Cardinal Franz Konig of
Vienna, and Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman of the Interreligious
Affairs Committee of the Synagogue Council of America.

In looking to the future, this meeting reaffirmed the principles
agreed to in Prague on September 5-6, 1990, and conmitted itself to
their implementation. The. primary emphasis of the Rome session
underscored the need for creating a joint mechanism at the grass roots
level and to disseminate these teachings throughout the Catholic and
Jewish worlds. This would include, among other things, education at
all levels, textbook revision, popular literature, use of the mass
media, and Conferences.

Presiding at the sessions were Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy,
President of the Holy See's Commission for Religious Relations with
the Jews, and Seymour Reich of New York, Chairman of 1JCIC.

Greetings were brought to the evening session by Chief Rabbi Elio
Toaff and Ms. Tullia Zevi, President of the Union of Italian Jewish
Communities.

The Jewish and Catholic delegates are listed on the attached
pages. . "
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CONIMISSION
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THL JEWS

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Uniry

XXVth Anniversary of "NOSTRA AETATE"
Rome, December 5-6, 1990

Catholic participants

Archbishop Edward I. CASSIDY, President, Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

His Eminence Johannes cardinal Willebrands, Emeritus President,
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews

His Eminence Franz cardinal Konig, former Archbishop of Wien

Archbishop Gilberto Agustoni, Secretary, Congregat1on for Clergy
Archbishop Ramon Torrella Cascante, Tarragona

Bishop Pierre Duprey, M.Afr., Vice-President, Pont.Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
Reverend Remi Hoeckman, OP, Congregation for Catholic Education

Bishop Karl Lehmann, Mainz, President German Episcopal Conference
Bishop Jorge Mejia, Vice-President, Pontifical Council Justice and Peace
Bishop Francis J. Mugavero, former Bishop of Brooklyn

Bishop Henry Muszynski, President, Polish Episcopal Commission for
dialogue with the Jews

Bishop Pietro Rossano, Rector, Pontifical Lateran University

Reverend Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr., Secretary, Pontifical Council
for Interreligious Dialogue

Monsignor Luigi Gatti, Secretariat of State

Reverend Albert Vanhoye, sj, Secretary, Pontifical Biblical Commission
Reverend Marcel Dubois, OP, Consultant, Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews, Jerusalem

Reverend Jean Dujardin, French Episcopal Commission for the Relations
with the Jews, Paris

Reverend Ludger Feldkamper, SVD, General Secretary, Catholic Biblical
Federation

Reverend Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Secretary, Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews

Dr Hans Hermann Henrix, Director, Katholische Akademie, Aachen

Reverend Clemens Thoma, SVD, Director, Institut fir Jud1sch Christliche
Forschung, Lucerne

(December 4, 1990)
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Nov. 29,
IJCIC DELEGATIONS
American Jewish Committee
Rabbi A. James Rudin
B'naji B'rith International/Anti-Defamation League
Dr. L.E. Ehrlich
Maurice Honigbaum
Lisa Palmieri-Billig
Rabbi Leon Klenicki
Rabbi David Rosen
Seymour D. Reich, Chairman - IJCIC
Melvin Salberg
Israel Interfaith Association
Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder
Synagogue Council of America
Rabbi Jack Bemporad - SCA
Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor - UAHC
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz : - RCA
Rabbi Jerome Epstein - US
Judah Feinerman - voJc
Prof. Rabbi Leon Feldman - SCA/IJCIC
Rabbi Irwin Groner - RA
Gunther Lawrence - SCA/IJCIC
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman - SCA
Rabbi Mark Winer - CCAR
Rabbi Joel Zaiman - SCA

World Jewish Congress

Jean Kahn

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Rabbi Pynchas Brener
Elan Steinberg

Dr. Maram Stern

Kalman Sultanik
Jacques Torczyner

At-large

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - former chairman of IJCIC
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman - former chairman of IJCIC

Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff
Mrs. Tullia Zevi

1990



CNS - Cathollc News Service Thursday, December 6, 1990

VATICAN-ISRAEL Dec. 6, 1990 (950 words)

RABB! URGES VATICAN-ISRAEL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
By Cindy Wooden

Catholic News Service

ROME (CNS) -- Progress in Catholic-Jewish dialogue has been “breathtaking™ in the past 25 years, but Vatican
recognition of Israel would improve relations even more, a New York rabbi told a Vatican-sponsored conference.

Official recognition would show that the Vatican understands the importance of Israel to Jews, said Rabbi Jack
Bemporad, chairman of the interreligious affairs committee of the Synagogue Council of America.

Retired Cardinal Franz Konig of Vienna, also speaking at the Dec. 5 conference, said the church recognizes
the rights of both Jews and Palestinians to live in security and peace in the Middle East.

The conference at Rome's Lateran University was part of a Vatican-Jewish commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of “Nostra Aetate,” the Second Vatican Council document on relations with Jews and other non-Christian
religions. '

The evening conference took place in the middle of a Dec. 5-6 meeting between the Vatican's Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews and the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations.

“Startling changes have taken place” since the Second Vatican Council, Rabbi Bemporad said. Progress has
been made in overcoming the “suspicion and apprehension” which marked Catholic-Jewish relations before the council.

The Catholic Church had a history of making “a mockery” of Jewish beliefs, of engaging in dialogue with

conversion being “the hidden and often not so hidden goal” and of approaching Judaism not as a living faith, but as

a precursor to Christianity, he said.

“It is therefore not surprising that the Jew feels a little bit wary of the significant changes that have taken place
within the church,” the rabbi said. “It will take a long time for the Jewish community to genuinely trust the changes
that have so radically changed the church.”

“Thus when the pope sees (PLO leader Yassar) Arafat, who is dedicated to the destruction of Israel, or
(Austrian leader Kurt) Waldheim, a former Nazi, or when the Holocaust is de-Judaized, Jewish wounds that have yet
to heal rupture anew,” he said.

Rabbi Bemporad said the church has shown that it is beginning to understand the religious significance Jews
give to the modem state of Israel as the land promised to their ancestors.

“The pope has clearly stated that no theological objections to Israel exist and that the Jewish state has a right
to exist,” he said. “Why not go all the way and establish relations?”

Vatican recognition of Israel “could do a great deal to alleviate and assist in both the relations and the
dialogue,” he said.

The rabbi also said recognition of Israel “does not imply an agreement” with Israeli government policy toward
the Palestinians or on other matters.

The Vatican has withheld recognition of Israel and of neighboring Jordan pending resolution of Arab-Israeli
tensions. Figuring in the Vatican's position, say knowledgeable observers, is the possible repercussion on Arab Catholics
trom recognition of the Jewish state.

Y



In addition, the book “The Papacy and the Middle East,” by Middle Eastern expert George lrani quotes a
Vatican official saying in 1983 that “it is the common custom of the Holy See not to be an initiator of diplomatic
relations with any country, although it welcomes and appreciates diplomatic relations.” '

Rabbi Bemporad said the results of the 25 years of dialogue “must be brought down to the grass-roots level,”
both in Catholic parishes and Jewish synagogues.

Every Catholic should know of the church’s condemnation of anti-Semitism and its rejection of the idea that the
Jewish people are responsible for the death of Christ, he said.

Every Jew should be aware of the changes in Catholic attitudes and should be helped to overcome their
suspicion of Catholics.

The future of Cathelic-Jewish dialogue should not be just a discussion “of what each has done to or for the
other,” he said. Catholics and Jews should “tum together to our common responsibility for the destiny of the Earth and
its population.”

“There is out there a world that is crying for redemption.”

Cardinal Konig agreed that the past 25 years have seen “great changes” in Catholic-Jewish reiations which
offer “great hope for the good and the peace of peoples.”

But he also acknowledged “the rise of new, acute tensions where we would like to see the growth of dialogue
and solidarity.”

Dialogue with the Jews, he said, has three main motivating factors:

-~ “The contemporary urgency of working with all men for the promotion of justice, peace and human and
religious rights.”

-- Overcoming the “contradictions, prejudices and persecutions™ that marked Christian-Jewish_relations in the
past, including the Holocaust. :

-- The awareness that Christians have “spiritual links” with ll_'le Jews.

While Christianity and Judaism are distinct faiths, they share a belief in one God and they respect Scriptures,
tradition and “the land of the fathers.”

“We want to respect, appreciate and cooperate with the modern Jewish people, without intentions of proselytism,
moved solely by the desire to offer testimony together to the God of peace and to the building of the kingdom,"
Cardinal Konig said.

Catholics recognize that the coming of Christ did not negate the special relationship of God with the Jews. his
chosen people, the cardinal said.

They also recognize the need to ask the Jews forgiveness for centuries of persecution and false accusation.

“An attitude of delicate tenderness must always inspire us — Catholics and Jews - to join in the respectful
remembering of the victims and the place of their martyrdom during the Shoah (the Holocaust),” he said.

As the relationship between Christians and Jews matures, he said, the two should undertake the “urgent and
necessary” task of promoting “human rights, liberty and dignity wherever they are lacking or threatened.”
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Jews, Vatican to Meet on

Anti-Semitism

By David Firestone
STAFF WRITER

Twenty-five years after the Second
Vatican Council denounced the teach-
ing of hostility toward Jews, a high-lev-
el Jewish delegation begins talks with
Catholic leaders today in Rome to work
toward a new era of cooperation be-
tween the two faiths "# "

Jewish leaders are hopeful that Pope
John Paul IT will announce a sweeping
Vatican study of the history of Catholic
anti-Semitism, particularly during the
Holocaust period, and will endorse a '
major church effort to eliminate the
growing anti-Semitism in the Catholic
countries of Eastern Europe.

Expectatioris fliat the VhticAr toild
begin steps toward granting diplomatic
recognition of Israel, however, have

grown dim, said several of the leaders -

who spoke before leaving for Rome.
They said the Vatican is unwilling to
begin a new diplomatic initiative at a
moment of great unrest in the Mideast.
“In light of the turmoil in the region,
I think it’s probably unrealistit ta,ex-c
pect a breakthrough on recognition,”
said Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, of Man-
hattan, an at-large memberof the dele-
gation who has spent years working on
improved relations between Catholics
and Jews. “But it’s on the table.” ~
The 30-member Jewish delegation,

representing the International Jewish Commit-
tee on Inter-religious Consultations, includes
members from all the major branches of Judaism
and several large communal organizations such
as B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish Committee,
and the World Jewish Congress. Included in the
delegation are two rabbis from Long Island —
Rabbi Jack Bemporad of Temple Israel in Law-'
rence, and Rabbi Mordecai Waxman of Temple
Israel in Great Neck — and a number of rabbis
and leaders from New York City. The group will
meet with the Vatican’s Commission for Reli-
gious Relations with the Jews, and is scheduled

to have a meeting with the Pope tomorrow morn-
ing, followed by a news conference. Also attend-
ing will be Bishop Francis Mugavero, the former
head of the diocese of Brooklyn.

The meeting follows by two months a prelimi-
nary conference on the subject in Prague, at
which the head of the Vatican Commission, Arch-
bishop Edward J. Cassidy, said the church should
seek the forgiveness of the Jews for centuries of
hostility. Jewish leaders said if the Pope gives his
imprimatur to such a statement tomorrow,
agreeing that anti-Semitism is a “sin against
God,” it will vastly aid the campaign against
anti-Semitism in such countries as Poland, Hun--
gary and Romania.




~<p

L/nfqe .

Pope expected to endorse
fight against antisemitism

NEW YORK (Recuzer) — Pope John
Paul I is expected 1o personally cn-
dorse a new church statement that
antisemitism “is a sin against God
and humanity” in a move that Jew-
ish lcaders hope will help fight rising
antisemitism in Eastérn Europe.

Jewish leaders who left New York
for Rome said they cxpected to
meet John Paul II on Thursday in an
audience they hoped would mark a
new era in relations hetween the two
faiths.

They said they thought the pope's
expected statement would add im-
1 petus 1o a major church educational
effort asgainst antisemitism 10 the
new democracies of Eastern Eu-
rope, especially in the pontiff’s na-
tive Poland.

Jewish sources said they expected
that the pope will also announce a
Vatican contribution towards the
expense of building a2 convent and
prayer centre outside the grounds of
Auschwitz 1o replace a convent cur-
rently at the former death camp.
The convent’s presence on the
grounds of Auschwite has long been
a source of friction between mem-
bers of the two religions.

“In Warsaw meanwhile. a right-
wing nationalist who says Jews arc
ganging up on presidential outsider
Stanislaw Tyminski has become the
! frst Polish politictan to support his
campaign publicly.

Boguslaw Rybicki, a leader of the
small Stronnictvg Narodowe (Na-
voool Tartyyy RppEUICad ONn the plat-
form with Tyminski vestcrday at a
Warsaw rally for the December 9
election.

He was the first representative of

a recognised political group 1o stand

beside Tvminski during the six-week
campaign. All other pohnc«l £roups
have shunned the little-known emi-
gre businessman.

Answering charges by presiden-
tial rival Lech Walesa that Tyminski
ts backed by former communist se-
curity officers trying to overthrow
democracy, Rybicki said Solidarnty
leaders had also received help from
the sccurity services in the past,

Asked why he decided to back
Tyminski, Rybicki said: “The whole
cosmopolitan elite 15 mobilised
against Tyminski so my place as a
Pole is beside him.”

Asked what he meant by cosmo-
politan ~ a synonym for Jew under
the commumnst regime toppied last
year — he said: “Why arc you asking
such obvious things? Look at those
men: Finkelstein, Szechter and
Fiszer. I think they arc aot Poles,
and that's enough.”

The names he gave were the origi-
nal Jewish names of some members
of the Solidarity ¢lite who have since
altered them.

Calling someone a Jew is consid-
ered & political insult in Poland. Al-
legations of antisemitismi, some di-
rected against Walesa, have
frequently surfaced during the elec-
tion campaign.

Leaflets distributed at yesterday's
rally by men who said they were
supporters of Rybicki described top
Solidarity figures like Prime Minis-
ter Tadeusz Mazowiecki as “Jewish
Trotskyites."”
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BARBARA \WALDEN

Duector, Communic atians Diviswan

NEWS ADVISORY

ADL TO PRESENT JEWISH ANALYSIS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION DOCUMENT
IN ROME MEETING WITH VATICAN OFFICIALS

WHO: Rabbi Leon Klenicki, director of the Anti-Defamation League’s Interfaith Affairs
Department, is part of an ADL delegation to meet with Vatican officials as part of the
International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC).

WHAT: Afler the WCIC meeting, Klenickl will meet privately with Vatican officials to
present a Jewish reading of a major Catholic document on education. The reading is

a critique of the Vatican's first draft of Catachism for the Universal Church for the

Holy See's consideration.

WHY: Until the Second Vatican Councll, there has bean a long-standing tradition of
contempt towards Judaism in many levels of Catholic sducation. While that negative
portrait has been rejected by Vatican Il teaching, aspects of it are still pressnt in
some textbooks and even ecclesiastical documents. This reading Intends to
contribute to our ongoling dialogue and mutual recognition as part of a slow process
of encounter and understanding.

WHERE: Meetings will take place at the Vatican.

WHEN: December 5 & 6.

The Catholic-Jewish mestings commemorate the 25th anniversary of Nostra
Aetate, the Second Vatican Council's declaration of its relations to other religions,
including Judaism. The WCIC group is expected to be granted a private audience
with Pope John Paul Il on Dascember 6.

ADL National Chairman Melvin Salberg, Rabbi David Rosen, the League’s
assistant director in Its Jerusalem office, and Lisa Palmisri-Billig, ADL's Rome
director, round out the Leagus's delegation.

_ Fallowing the IJCIC meetings, Kienicki will discuss the state of Catholic-Jewish
relations in the United States in a lecture before the Council of Christians and Jews
In ltaly.

RABB! LEON KLENICKI WILL BE IN ROME ON DECEMBER 4, AND CAN
BE REACHED THROUGH DECEMBER 6 AT: BAGLIONI HOTEL, 75 VIA VENETO.
PHONE: 011 396 4708.

MELVIN SALBERG WILL ALSO BE IN ROME ON DECEMBER 4, AND
CAN BE REACHED AT: THE EXCELSIOR, 125 VIA VENETO. PHONE: 011 396
476 851

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL BARBARA WALDEN AT 212-480-2525,
EXT 458.

12/03/90
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aSsadorto fhe Holy See

PP T ot

The Federal Republic of Germuany

On 8 November the Holy Father re-
cived H.E. Mr Hons-Joackim Hallier,
ke new Ambassador of e Federal Re-
wublic of Germany to the Holy Sce. This
1 @ tranglation af the Pope's address, gi-
e in Geninan:

Mr Ambassador,

Thank you very much for the kind
vords winch acconipanied the presenia-
w0n of the letters accrediling you as the
cw  Ambassador  Exiraordinary  and

j Regreblic of

ic Lo preed in your
esculative of wited 1any. This ks an
weosin for prolound, bot hoppy and
yopefud thoughts which du it extend to
Yermany alone, bul ako to East and
Nest Europe, and findly to the whole
~oeld, North and South.

It was really the Sevand World War
»ha:i::u came l;nua;kcnl oh Sgcl(;mr ?nd
n many aware whal [ale
und guilt mesm to al ey and indlvld-
anls. We think of the of ke,

m lhat warr soldiors, clvilians, women,
the eiderly and children, paople of diller-
ent nationalities and reliprons.

In this confext we should Al mention
the tragedy of the Jews. For Christians
the heavy burden of guflt (or 1the nurder
of the Jewish st be an enduring
cafl o repentence; thereby we can over-
rome every form of antisemitism aexd ex-

the cver pew evangelization efforts will
have to reckon with this state of affairs,
Thre nationa! nwilivalion stemming from
3 October shoufd ko sprimg from the
recognition thal God b the unchanging
foundation of dhe life of individoals and
peuples alike. The socialized macket
ecumsny syslemn which your country,
st of =il in consideration uf Use weaker
social stratas, hias continualy built up
and improved uver the years, has proved

. a3 has yuur democrati: form
of poveroment which has weathered
many storms. The ordered and well-cha-
netod purticipation nof all the citizens has
wom the | strugple which shook
the 20th Century. The hallle was won in
a peacclul and orderly way, which ondy
zerves to increae the value of the demno-
cratic system.

The frue exercise of righls lor cmm
has been the goal of die uninns the
Church’s social movement since the end
of the last century. § can alfirm this with
safisfaction alsp in light of the coming
cenlemuy cedchrations ol the Fncydical
Rerun: Nevarwn hy Pope Len X111 The
reconstruction of 8 part-of v own
couniry as “ﬂ« as Conrmel and E&mm
Buwropce is nuw 10 require wuch en-
ergy. Tha, hnwv':'!g. should nol prevent

you {rom contimudng 1o be stirntive Lo the
social structure awd from deciding 10

sland up» for the presesvation of hasic val,
wes in sockcty, values which are baskc (o
the West. The protection of fife, buth
bom and unborp, is a greal good, which
nnst not be sacrificed 0 superickal con-
siderations. This Is not a question of [l

challenges it because of her awn mission
and the Gnspdl's hamavizing imflucace,
as well as itz erhical demamds.

Convinced «f the contimang fruitful
and responsible  colfaborarion heiween
Church and State resulting in the vondi.
nuatlun of the (remlly dipjomatic rola-
tions hetween the Federul Bepublic of
Cermany and the Holy Ser, 1 xak God's
blessing and help for you and g em-
alws in your important
t'?n, and for yuur distinguished Taniily as

AT .

This is n lransiation of Ambessador
Haifier s address lo the Holy Father.

Holy Faiher,

it is an honhour for ma v present to
Your Holmess (ha letters wilh which the
Presldomt of the Federal Republic of
Germany accredits mre as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Federal Republic of Germany %o the Holy
Sea

g

At the same lima, | would like fo pass
on to you, Holy Father, the greselings of
the President of tho Republi: end of the
Govarmment Thay have emphasized the
exceplional slate of relations belwoch
the Holy See and the Fredersl Rapublic o!
Germany. For me thla means lhe re-
gpongibility 10 care for and dovelop thaa
goed rappont in ths fulute 88 weil.

The federal government wants t ac.
kowledge the deternination with witich
you, Holy Father, hava accompanied the
procass of reform in the natlnons of Cen-
trat and Eastern Europe, With their open.-

BIOGRAPHY OF THE AMBASSADOR
Ambassador Hane-Jonchivn Holllar, 60, wan borm i Offienbach, Germany. Foltuw-

Inp studies in law, economics,

pclence and Americen history In Germany

poltiical
snad e Unkted Sistes, ho served bn Bhe luvolpgn allals sectton of the Mar Planch inst-
thsta, in 1980 he began his career in Germany's forelgn service, with postings in Indo-

nosia, Japon and tlataysts.

The Pops 6nd Amb_ HeiBer
plant Ihe saed of keedom n e Easte
half of our continent (ke @ mustard see
sp that It could grow and bear tha d
gired trult Your speeches In Polan
your mesigs with groups of pilgrin
from the East who were abke o come
Roma, and your letters to the pricsts au
faflhiid [n these coundries were Hs bas
The patient work of your diplomats w
spught to win jor the fitMul a movius
vendi or, A3 the Cardinal Secretery
Slets pit It ast Jime in Krakow, a mog
non morord, also fogkered his develc
monlL All this rame abowd becsuse
your conviction thal falth k8 pot t
opium of the peopfe”, but rether t
tagven of thelr liberation.

n the enfenfe and derente betwe
East and West the Fedaral Repidlic
Germany also sees tme of the majar s
spontibiiiies of our era, The Qerm
Parliamanl In a dectsion made on
July 1980 which the Federal Governm
confirmad and communicaled to the P
Ish governmenl. srpressed its willie
nesgs to confirm definilively with an Inp
nationally recognized document the b»
ders oxisling between raunited Germs
und Me Aepubiic of Poland.

Tha Federal Repibllc of Qermmy



wJ

Fax 2

[

@3 Ny TIMES

11 =@ 1Z:

DEC

g

nade me wic aware of what Fate
and gllmmO i and individ-
seda. We thok of the milliuns of m
most of them tmally nocent, w ;

m tha war: soldiers, clvilians, twomen.,
the elderdy and chitdren, peopic of differ-
ent nationafitivs snd rehgions.

In this conftext we sheukl alo mention
the m';uﬁl the Jews. For Christians
the heavy en of pufll for the murdcr
of the Jewish people must be an enduring
call to repentance; thereby we can over-
oomie every form ol anliseroitism and ¢s-
tablish o new solationship

ghould not oppress and Jeed 10 sl
nizing thoughts, bt most always be t
pulnt of departure lor conversion.
Throvghout the last 40 ycars lhe Ger-
man people and their government have
shuwn that 2 new Germany has come
Bdo ed' ;;z';dywhkh' a5 yuu {lnw
puinled o in vour sprech, is
moitvated hy the endeavowr Lo fuster 8
responsible coeristence in peace and
wellbeing throughout all of Eutupe. You
have done this also out of responsibility
towards the 17 miflion cifizens of the
Easictn part of your country, whu watil
recently coulfd nul participate in the ecor
momie progress amd d of fiee-
dum in the postwar ers. Jn view of the
cumfhkewe which the Pederal Republic of
Germany bus camed throughuul the
world since the war, in the luture your
countsy will be swvarc of its prear respons-
ibility towands its fvrunliate anﬁhmrs
amily of

natigns. With grewt satkiaction | can af-
Grm that your Guvermtteat has clewrly
expreseed that it will make every clfutt to
reconstruct the caslemn of wiur
country asucwcll as Ce :cnd E.mern:}
Curope while contimsng to be awsie
lts responsibifity towsrds the Third
Wordd.

2. The breakthiough in Europe afsu
rajses quostions obun the spirituad {orces
which mfuence our hiztury, Totalnaniun
ideclngics from mow on are permamonily
:ﬁugml' . Reconstruttion is not casy.
The matecial need I grest, and the spivit-
ual tnmger even prceter. This especially
PreseE Dew to the Church, and

tmust o e sucriliced 10 supcrficial con-
siderations. This Is not a question of fulfik-
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process of reform in the natons of Gen-
{raf and Eastern Europe. With thelr open-

BIOGRAPHY OF THE AMBASSADOR
Anthamendor Hone~Joackim Hatles, 60, was born [n Offenbach, Germany. Foflow-

Ing shatien in lew, economics,

polfical sclence and American history in Germany

snd the Unked Stales, ive sorved In the forelgn a¥elrs section of the Max Pianck instl-
fule. n 1930 he began his career In Germany’s forelgn service, with pastings In do-

neala, Japas and Molaysls,

ling the Church’s intercsts, bul rather of
u bagic human right, and vlimately wn
caentfal foundason of the polbitical and
social systems. The culture of a socier:
can definitcly be measured by trow
sluee it gives to the protection and care of
the ckledy and the sick, ns well ag child-
ren.
3. Mr Awphassador, in your nddress
you have rightly emphasized “the cluse
and trusling oollpboration” between the
Federal Republic of Gormany and the
Holy See. Thr ing of your mission
conlinues thiz ntful vollaboratign. For
my part 1 also pladly comfin the wish for
a fmum ment and strengthening
of our pustual 19

Whenever the dovuntents of Vatican 1
and Canon Law menlion the Clhuch's
willingmuss to cooperate with the Stale,
the baske motive in every cuse i¢ the care
ol the wellbeing of people, who ere cli-
revm of Lhe State and metnbers of the
Church. The Chuxch ard Siale ¢an serve
the personal end sochl vocatiun of the
same human bemps “more effectively for
the of all if cach wotks better for
wholcsome tmdud cooperation™ (Gaudi-
umt et Spes, n. 76). The concordats with
the federal and wilh regional govem-
merts assure [riendly hanrony betwren
the Hoty Sce and the Federad cof
Geomany in all matlers of mutusd nter-
est. In Uxis onnneclion 1 can cxpress iny

ure that the basic law of the Federal

the r
tonship between Churcht and  State, can
also pruve o be efficctive in the newly-
constitvicd states which) have been umi-
ted 1o the Fedend Republic of Genmany.
Il eapecially comcenie the fact that, in an
Increasingly scadlarized, pluralistic socie-
ty, the Stele also listens to the voive of
the Church for the good of the whote 2nc.
jcty. The Chreh's mission of diakortia 10
soviety conslrls precisely in this, tha she

ing up and demacr atization the people of
those countries have won back their
freedom. This gues 8150 - and in a spo-
cigl way — for the prople of the German
slates of Saxony and Tharingla, Sach-
san-Anhall end Brandenburg, Mackden-
burg-Vorpormnern and Eas! Berlin. By
thelr peacefsl revolution the German
paople In tha German Democrallc
Republic have helped shape the histoty
ol ircedom in Europr. After mora Han 40
years ol artificial division my ocowntry
won back Its unity on 3 Octoher. Tha uni-
fication of Germany must become a da-
parture polnt lor the ordeitng of Eurppe
in peats, lor Evrape's unifled growih,
bazed on the elementary principles of
dempcracy and human righls.

From e beginning of your pomtiti-
cate, Moty Father, you have devoted
yousgel tiraleasly to respect for human
rights, a5 wo see In your fat Encyclical,
Aedemptor  Ifominis, and in  your
spanchea before the LUnited Nalong
Ganeral Assambly In New Yoik and ihe
Human Rights Commission in Strass-
bourg. The Catholic Churcti's Ureless
conifbetion to human righls is also
shown It‘r‘( tive Holy See's participation in
the Cenferency for Security amd Coop-
eratlon in Ewrope. The ciear declara-
lions of the CSCE {oltow-up corference
in Vienna on raliglows freedom are
btased In no small measure on the list of
requirements for the exercise of fine-
dom of religion and consciencg which
the Holy Sae presented two years
earlier,

Since the beginning of your pontifi-
cate, Holy Father, you have reminded
the Weat that Europe does not end al the
Eibe, No owe can lorget the appesls
which you made to Evvnpearss (rom San-
tiagn de Composteln and the telghty of
Moni Bianc, that they nol forge! the Eesi-
ern part ol Europe between the Clba and
he Umls.

However, all of that would not be
enough had you not hiso loimd a way to

B Bidar M tesiecames s ES TR IR RN AR o s

Essl and West the Faderal Republic
Germany also sees ome of the major
spongibilides of our era. The Germ
Purliaimanl, In a decision made on
Judy 1990 which the Federal Governms
conlirmad and communicated (o the P
kh goverament, 9xpressed its willlr
neas 1o conlirm definltively with an inn
nalionally recognized document the b
ders existing between reunited Germa
and fMe tic of Potand.

The Federal Republic of Germeny
motivated by itz endeavowr through G
tman unity 1o conlribite to the rec
skuction of the peaceld ordering of E
opa. never again 10 be divided, and
muke We i wacure peacetdd coor
lence and well-being for all the peop
of Europe.

During the cowsse of & year, we hz
exporienced changes in Ewope 4
Germany which would have baen unl
aginable before. The peoplea have .
clded against the division of Euro:
They want us [n the Western part ol
continent to help cregte ene Europe.
this they look especiafly ko the CS
Pracess, to Integration imto the Europs
Communily and o a united Germa
Theas three processes have a close
Inlionship ®© one another. N iz no m
dent that we In the Ewopaan Commun
have decided to work more decisiv
for the creation of potitical untly. With
the CSCE Process German ynificat
could not have teken place, and E
opean unity would nat ba pozsible. |
conuld we Imagine a propar and peact
ordering of Europe withowl a Euraps
soeiaty which is ready t0 act o prof
the intarestes of s member nations
well as #s nelghbours.

Ag Garman unificadlon has hecgme
esgential calalyst w the process of £
opean unity, =0 too the Eurepean Ci
munity, with its economic power and
rerdiness to give e mombers paolil
unily, has shown ilsell 0 be a polil
lacior with inllusnce on Bl of Euwd
The Community i an example Hhat |
posslbie to reconcite fhe interests of
tiotye and peopies and 1o put them o
common level 10 the benefii of al
stands for the deparkmre from a poll
of might end batance which in the |
was almed against political ard acc
nilc rlvats and which fed o a situalio
wihich Europoans tore at ong anothe
an ever—increating nationaligtic ©
and In which Europe {n lthis centiuy
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JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY FOR RELEASE
COMMENTARY (1,025 words) DECEMBER 21, 19590
VATICAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 25 YEARS LATER
Ry Marc IL. Tanenbaum
(Copyright 1990, Jewish Telegraphlic Agency. Inc.)

-~NEW YORK

How do you measure 25 years of a relarionship between the Vatican, the Catholic Church and
the Jewish people?

I thought hard about that question on Dec. $ and 6, as | sat at mectings in Rome with the
Vatican Secretariat on Religious Relations with the Jews and then at the concluding sssembly with
Pope John Paul II.

My [irst associations went back to my childhood in Baltimore. On a Sabbath afternaon, I recall
vividly to this day the story my father told me of how a Russian Orthodox priest in the Ukraine .
mounted a pogrom against my father’s house on Good Friday one year.

The priest, lcading an cnraged mob, scized my uncle, Aaron, from the house and caused him to
drown before the entire Jewish village. “God-forsaken Jew,” the pricst cricd out, “we offer you as
ransom for the murder of Christ by the Jews"

Throughout my childhood, I was convinced that the central belief of Christians was that Jews
were a Christ-killing people. I was equally convinced that Christians were a homicidal people who
killed Jews.

Standing in Vatican Council Il in October 1965, I struggled with 2 mixture of relief and disbeliel
as I watched the Vatican Council adopt almost unanimously “Nostra Actate,” which repudiated the
Chuist-killer charge forever, and rejected every form of aati-Semitism, past, present or future,

My historical fantasy was that had that declaration, and the later Vatican Guidelines and Notes
on Teaching About Jews and Judaisin been adopted and implcmcn!ed 500 years earlicr, my uncle Aaron
would probably be alive today.

1 am also convinced that had this new culture of Catholic respect for Jews and Judaism been
established in the Christian West centdries earlier, there i2 a genuine likelihood that most of the §
million martyred Jews murdered by the Nazis might well have been alive today.

That is how fareful [ believe the revolutionary development in Catholic-Jewish relations over the
past 25 years has become,

From my own direct experience in interreligious relations over the past quarter-century, I can
testif'y that not a single Catholic textbook today used in the United States, parts of Western Europe
and in South America contain any anti-Semitic references.

Compare that with the 1937 Baltimore catechism, which was literally a textbook in teaching
religious anii-Semitism to a whole generation of Catholic parochial students in this country. That
catechism has been revoked and does not exist anymore.

The other measure of the historic impact of Nostra Aetate is to be fousd in the extraordinary
network of Catholic-Jewish dialogue groups in literally every major city in the United States, much of
Western Europe, Latin America, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand.

Having helped establish many of these groups over a period of 10 years of intensive travel after
Vatican Council II, I can testify how thesc face-to-face relationships have begun to transform personal
attitudes between tens of thousands of Catholics and Jews.

You can go to any of these network groups and find Catholics and Jews who participate ia the
dialogue relating to cach other as friends and neighbors, and not alienated by the ancient hostile
stereotypes and suspicions. No small achievement in 25 years!

Sitting in Rome carlicr this month, it was reassuring to hear one cardinal and bishop after

(more) '
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another declare that whatever the outstanding problems are between Catholles and Jews, the movement
of mutual respect and solidarity is “irreversible.”

And then on Thursday, Dec. 6, in the presence of some 60 Catholi¢ and Jewish leaders (rom
many parts of the world, Pope John Paul II reiterated his oft-stated conviction that God's covenant
with the Jewish people is permanent.

He then added that no dialogue between Catholics and Jews should take place without reflecting
on the horrors of the Nazi Shoah against the Jews, and the anti-Semitism which made it possible,

The weakest link in his pronouncement was his vague, mystical reference to the holiness of
Jerusalem and the Holy Land to Jews, Christians and Moslems. Some Jews were disappointed by that
refrain, but my realism tells me that only the Government of Isracl has the authority to negotiate full
diplomatic relations with the Vatican, and will do so in its.own good lime.

Some Jewish skepticism or cynicism emerged since this 25th observance in Vatican City. What is
the value of these pronouncements by Vatican suthorities and the pope about anti-Semitism, and
respect for Jews and Judaism? It has been said already; there is nothing new.

There are nearly a billion Catholics scattered around the world. Except for the United States,
pars of Western Europe and clerical leaders in parts of South America, the majority of the world's
Catholics do pot know that there is such a document as Nostra Actate, and are ignorant about the
Church’s fundamentally changed doctrines toward Jews and Judaism. .

At the meeting with the pope, a Polish bishop, Henryk Muszyaski, presented to Joha Paul II the
first volume of 2 Polish.translation of Nostra Aetate, other basic Vatican documents and most of the
pope’s positive speeches on respect for Jews and Judaism. It has taken 25 years for these critical
Vatican Council documents ¢ven to become known to Polish Catholics.

Similar ignorance of these historic changes are common in much of Eastera Europe, where anti-
Semitism flourishes, and in large parts of South America, Africa and Asia.

The repetition of these statements by the pope and other respected Vatican authorities are not
a luxury. They are a necessity if we are ever to uproot the sources of this social pathology of
demonizing Jews and Israel. Z

1 do not expect ta be around for the 50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate, but on a personal note,
let me just say that I feel privileged and deeply gratified to have been part of this historic movement,
which has literally transformed the course of the 1,900 years of Catholic-Jewish relations,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is the former international relations director lo the American Jewish
Commitee, and is immediate past chairman of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious

Cansuliations.
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The Vatican Pushes Forward
On Auschwitz, Anti-Semitism

ALAN HITSKY

Assucaale Mditor

he Catholic Church
lust week re-affirmed
a September decision

to fMight anti-Semitism in
Eastern Burope and an-

nounced it has provided

funds to complete a
Carmelite monastery off the
grounds of the Auschwitz
concenlration camp in
Poland.

The decisions were an-
nounced as part of a two-day
meeting ot the Vatican bet.
ween 30 representatives of
the International Jewish

* Committee on Interreligious

Consultations and 20 mem-
bers of the church hicrarchy.

Rabbi Irwin Groner of
Congregation Shaarey
Zadek in Southfield atlended
the meetings us president of
Conservative Judaism’s
Rabbinical Assembly. He
said the actions in Rome
“are ilnportant to us as Jews
because of Lhe significant in-
crease in anti-Semitism in
eastern Hurope. The
Catholic Church has great
power to moderate and
reduce the level of anti-
Semitism in these societies
underguing radical change.”

The Vulican agreed to
translate and widely
disseminale recent Church

statements on Catholie-
Jewish ties. This is signifi-
cant, Rabbi Groner said, be-
cause “it would involve Lhe
Church itsell in presenting
its own understanding of the
crime of genocide in the
heart of castern Europe.”

The Pope told the group,
‘““No dialogue between
Christiuns and Jews can
overlook the painful experi-
ence of the Shoah.” The Pope
used the word Shoah, the
Hebrew term for the Holo
caust.

“There have been
some steps
forward, and some
stepsback. . .bhut
we are moving
forward again.”
Rabbi Groner

The Jewish represent-
atives also recommended
Church support for secular
legislution against racial
and religious discrimina-
tion; v joint Jewish-
Christiun liaison commnittee
in Eastern Europe; and sup-
port for educalional pro-
grams that teach respect for
Judaism and other re-
ligions. The Pope endorsed
Lhese concepts, Rabbi
Croner said, “und we feel

this is a significant step for-
ward.”

Rabbi Groner was disap-
pointed that the Vatican
would not move on recogni-
tion of the State of Israel.
Years ago, the Church an-
nounced it had no theologi-
cal ohjections to recognizing
the Jewish state, but it has
nol done so on political
grounds, fearing a break
with Arab governments.

In addition to the major
issues discussed during the
two days of meetings, Rabbi
Groner said a small bit of
history was made. The Dec.
5 luncheon, at which Rabbi
Groner was asked lo say the
Hawmotzi (blessing over the
bread), was Lhe lirsL kosher
meal in Vatican history.

“Jewish expectations (of
Catholic-Jewish retations)
are very high,” the rabbi
said. “And we are making
progress. But it takes time Lo
reverse a painful hislory of

1,900 years.”

The meelings last week
marked the 26Lh anniver-
sacy of Nostra Aelatelhe
papal statement breaking
the Chuvch’s position thot
Jews are guilly of deicide in
the death of Christ. The
International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious
Consullations has met every
two yeurs at the Vatican
since Nostra Aetale, with n

Rabbi Groner was one of 30 Jewish represenlatives who mel wilh ihe
Pope.

steering committee meeting
in the off years. The com-
mittee includes represent-
atives ol the Synagogue
Council of America, the
World Jewish Cungress, the
American Jewish Com-
mittee and the Anli-
Defamation League.

Rabbi Groner characteriz-.

¢d the dislugue between the
Catholic and Jewish
spokesmen as “open and
frank. ‘This group has moved
far beyond good will to ad-
dress some of the painful
issues in which Jewish and
Calholic pevceptions arve
very diflerent. It is a tribute
Lo the new spiril in the
Catholic Church thut these
subjects would be discussed
in an atimvsphere of mutual
respect.”

In recent years, Jews and
Catholics were divided
publicly on the Carmelite
monastery established on
the grounds of Auschwile,
the Vatican's refusal to rec-
ognize lsracl und, in the
Uniled Stales, opposing
viewpoinls vic abortion.

*“I'here have been some
steps forward, and some
steps back — such as the
Pape meeting with Ausivian
Chancetlor Kwt Waldlicun
— but we are moving for-
ward again,” Rabbi Groner
said.

“If my Polish father were
alive Loday, he would have
said some critical Lthings
(about the Cutholic Chush)
bul he would have told nwe to
po Lo the meeling any-
wny' 1]
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tion of Israel’s right to live in peace -
and secunty as a society and a na-
tion,

Schonfeld was present, along
with 25 other Jewish leaders, in my
office on Nov. 21, 1989, to meet the
new president of the Holy See’s
Commission for Religious Rela-
tions with the Jews, Archbishop Ed-
ward Cassidy. During that meeting
the archbishop reminded those pres-
ent that the question of full diplo-
matic relations between the Holy
See and Israel Wwas not an issue for

& S . the Catholic-Jewish Dialogue but
Approach too simplistic  rather for theoompetem’auth%:uﬁty of )
Ifound Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld’s diplomats of the Holy See and the
remarks concemning diplomatic re- State of Israel.
lations between the Holy See and whjle those of us who are in-
the State of Israel rather simplistic yojved in Jewish-Catholic dialogue
and grosslyw truly. look forward to that day when
Schonfeld was quoted inthe Nov.  he Holy See and Tsrael will enjoy
301issue of The Jewish Week as say- m
ing: “They really have a problem “core either of our communities in
because we have come back to the  peino simplistic about the complex-

Holy Land when, according to their
(bc].i'ef, we were exiled because we :;);C)Sft;lllg E-nfsageflhe HolySesad.

didn’t believe in Jesus.”

‘While this may have been the at- Israel is cenmral to our dialogue in-
tirude of my forefathers, it hardly is  sofar as it is important for us as
sotoday. - : Catholics to understand what the

- In his apostolic letter o ‘—ml'Fz'g State of Israel means to each and ev-

! 1984, Pope John PaulII or ery Jew. It is not within our compe-
the Jewish people who live in the tency to be diplomats but rather .

State of Israel and who preserve in  builders of areal, healthy mutual un- \

that land such precious testimonies derstanding and respect for each

to their history and their faith, we other’s community.

must ask for the desired security and

the due tranquility that is the prerog- Brother William Martyn
ative of every nation and condition Director
of life and of progress for every so- Commission on Ecumenical
ciety.” and Interreligious Affairs

This is an indisputable affirma- Arckdiocese of New York

=== . = ——
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15005 70th ROAD, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11367
Telephones: (718) 261-9723
(718) 261-9761
Fax No: (718)520-2976

Mrs. Pearl Hametz

FABIANSCHO
EXECUTIVESECRETARY Rabbi

bbi

November 29, 1990

Presldent
Joseph J. Schwariz His Excellency
15t Vice President Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy
Ludwig Rapp President, Commisslon for Religious
Assoc, Vice President Relations With the Jews
Dr. Aeron Glatt
Larry Sheldon 1 09120
Treasurer Vatican City
Joseph Zimilover
Financial Secretary Dear Archbishop Cassidy: -

Seymour Thaler
Recording Secretary

Stuart Smolar )
Corresponding Seerelary

I was happy to have the opportunity to meet you again
last week in New York, I am still under the impact of the Prague

Jay Holzer meeting and again tell you how very much we appreciated your openin
Hon. Presidents statement and your call for Teshuvah. I believe that throughout tkh
lﬁ;;gﬂiﬁf Sahen entire period of Catholic-Jewish relations such an expression had

Sol Englander rever been heard before. If future relations will continue to be
B:‘_":E‘r‘rg‘g*g“mn improved then it will be due in no small measure to your own contr:
lsaac Hametz szl. in this matter, Permit me, however, to add a comment which refers
g:f’gnlfi“dhi’;vmon remarks that you made at the meeting. '
Jack Rapp
i?:tm’;lhsiip’:::ﬂuci; when discussing the problem of the diplomatic relations
Jerry Sklar between Israel and the Vatican you presented the usual arguments wh
}1‘1’;’3 ?\F:itr‘u‘uzelih are well known to us and which from a Vatican perspective are not r.
Dt. Hyman Zahu szl. and have been publicly stated before. What did cause me some uneas
};:eﬂ‘gf:n“m_“ was your observation that if Israel wants to be a member of the
Gabboylm  ~=- civilized family of nations then she would have to behave like ocne.
David Englander A second observation that you made was in the form of a reques€. Th:
Eﬁ:tl}:cn?dFSu;iI:cr instead of putting pressura on the Vatican to extend recognition to
Board of Directors /Iarael, the Jeyﬂi_ignmunity should pressure Israel to be more respe
Howard Glicksman to the concerns of the Vaticar:
Bugene Gluck K -
Matk Hametz '
Rabbi Emanuel Holzer Having had the pleasure of knowing you and of meeting you
g‘ggg’g‘ﬂ’;ﬂmki I know that those observations were made in good faith and in a
William Kantrowitz spirit of great friendship. Nevertheless, they did touch upon a
Eﬁi‘:ﬂ“&kﬂ’:wiu raw nerve not only in myself but with others to whom I have spoken.
Alex Schecter I helieve Israel's behavior in difficult circumstances is far super.
éc!chwhiclgeld tham that of those who seem intent constantly to condemn her, espec.

the resolution regarding the incident on the Temple Mount which
certainly had an air of hypocrisy and douhle standard. Given the
difficult conditions which pertain in the Middle East and the dange:
with which Israel is surrounded we believe that Israel is behaving




a far more civilized manner than any other nation, both in the Moslem and
Christian community. I need not gite you examples of what takes place in
other countries, including those in Europe, Secondly, there is no pessibilit

American Jews putting pressure on Israel since Israel is a sovereign State
and makesg up its own mind. Especially when it comes to the recognition that
she seeks from the Vatican you will find that Jews throughout the world agree
with Israal's positiocn.

My dear Archbhishop, 1 write these lines to you because you have
demonstrated your friendship to Israel and the Jewish people and I know you
will accept my comments in the same spirit in which you made your own.

While we have accomplished a great deal we have a long way to go
before real brotherhood will reign and before our dialogue will reach a level
to which both of ocur faith communities aspire.

Finally, let me say that I am sorry that I will not have the cpportur
of seeing you again in Rome. I am convinced that our relationship will conti:

to prosper and bring about true peace and mutual understanding between Cathol:
Jewish communities.

Sincerely yours,

& !

FS:ph



Archdiocese of New York

COMMISSION ON ECUMENICAL AND INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

1011 First Avenue, New York, New York 10022
(212) 371-1000 ext. 3055 Fax (212) 319-8265

Decembezr 14, 1990

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills
150-05 70th Road

Flushing, New YorkK 11367

Dear Rabbi Schonfeld:

Cardinal O'Connor asked me to respond to your letter of
December 4th concerning the PLO slogan placed upon the dome of the
Church of the Holy Sepulcher. The Cardinal appreciates your
frustration and concern about the graffiti placed on the dome.

It is not always the most prudent thing to speak out about
every event which ocams within any given society. As you are
aware, the Cardinmal does speak out when he believes he has a message
to share with others, He speaks with a deep sense of integrity.

To be.quite honest with you, T find it difficult to eguate the
graffiti on the dame of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher with the
incident of the Hospice. I have cbserved during visits to Israel
anti-Israeli as well as anti-Palestinian graffiti on many buildings
throughout the land. Yes, the question of double standard should be
asked in regards to the graffiti cne sees.

Rabbi, I think that we are at a point where we both agreed at
the last Synagogue Council of America and Bishops Consultation
meeting that we have to begin to lock at how cur perceptions may
differ on things which effect each of us.

I do not speak for the Cardinal, but I do believe that if he
were to write about the graffiti on the dome of the Chwurch of the
Holy Sepulcher, should a more sericus event happen in Jerusalem or
in Israel, his words would hold less weight. I respect the
judgement of the Cardinal to speak at the proper moment without

prodding from anyone.
With best regards, I am
| Sincerely,

Brother William J. Martyn, SA
Director



December 4, 1990

His Eminence

John Cardinal O'Coanor
Archbishop of New York
1011 Firgt Ave,

New York, M.Y. 10022

Dear Cardinal O'Connor:

I have recently returned from Israel and brought with ne
a picture of the Dome of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher which has
been defaced by PLO slogans. I do not kosww whether at the time of
this writing this desecrating image is still there. Upon my return
I showed the picture to Brother Hartyn who made a copy and assured
me he would show it to you.

I am fully aware of your own feelings of outrage at the * .
time of the incident redating to the Hospice. We have had opportunit:
to exchange views on that matter. 1 am equally aware of a subseguent
column in which you so courageously attacked the prejudicial U.N. vote
which made Israel, to use your own strong words, the scapegoat for
the present Gulf crisis.

Without going into details regarding the eventssmurrounding
the Hospice I do wish to tell you that I felt a sense of ocutrage
myself at seeing the PLO symbols on the Dome of the church. I am
sure that you will find an opportunity to express your own views on
the subject. However, I am puzzled by the total silence of the
world Christian community at this aet of desecration by the PLO,

Rs controversial as the Hospice situation may be, you will readily
agree that no desecration oxr disfacement had taken place. So one
can readily understand the puzzlement which many of us feel at the
total silence of the church community as regards the Dome of the
Holy Sepulcher situation.

1 feel somehow frustrated that the world at large had not
been informed of that insult perpetrated by the PLO. Is there not,
one may justifiably as, a double standard applied to this situation?
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a that you
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will want to meke some commontss
wWith expressions of ssteen,
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Respactfully yours,

FSiph Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
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November 29, 1990

Brother William J. Martyn, S.A.
Executive Director

Archdiocese of New York

1011 First Avenue

New York, N.¥. 10022

Dear Brother Martyn:

It was nice seeing you last week at the meeting with
Bishop Cassidy.

I am wondering if you had an opportunity to show the
pictire of the defacad dome of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher
to the Cardinal. I believe there should be some reaction of
some high official of the Catholic community.

I would appreciate your response.

Sincerely yours,

FS:ph : Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
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, By RANSDELL PIERSON

John Cardinal O'Connor's trip
lo Israel next month will help
Pope John Paul Il decide
whelher o forge diplomatic lies
‘with the Jewish slale, according

. to Jewish leaders in New York.
¢ O'Connor will begin a whirl-

! wind ninc-day trip to the Mid-

_enst on Dec. 28, spending Jan. 5-7
i In Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.
“  He will also visit Egypt, Leba-
? non, Syria and Jordan as head of
ithe Calholic Near East Welfare
Asqnoulmn a church rellef
'—' agency that offers aid to the war-
" scarred region.
3 One of OConnor's unslaled
; goals is “to acl as a stalking
£ horse lo sound oul lsraeli offl-
% cials aboul the practicality of
. moving toward diplomatic rela-
i lions,” a Jewish leader told The
p Posl
5 "The cardinal isn’t golng on his
#own, bul in coordination with,
;aud wilh speclal instructions
g.' rom, the Pope,"” said the leader,
‘ho ashed lo remain anony-
Mous.
51 -Archdlocese spokesman Joseph

Zwilling downplayed the portray-

i, saying: “All I can tell you is the
§ ptirpose of the trip is for Cardinal
£ O!Connor to evaluate the work” of
he relief agency.
ul he added. “Obvlouaiy diplo-
g atlc relations with Isracl are
f an ongoing topic of inter esl to
[1('. cardinal and the Vatican.”
: In an interview in this week's
atholic New York, O'Connor
id he Is willing to meet with
government officials who want
sce me" during his Mideast

e

ma‘
b-

iAl lhough the Vatican recog-
rilzes the sovereignty of Israel, it
u]s refused to exchange ambas-

At
(T
)
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CARDIMAL O'CONNOR
Mideast-bound.

sadors because of such concerns
as the plight of Palestinians and
the question of access to sacred
sltes in Jerusalem.

During a 1987 visilt to Israel,
O'Counnor jumped Lhe gun and ar-
ranged Interviews wilh Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
and President Chaim Herzog with-
out Vatican approval.

He had to cancel official visits
to their government offices, but
the embarrassed cardinal apolo-
gized to Lthe offended dignitarics
by meeting Herzog at the Israeli
president's home.

Rabbi Mare Tanenbauy, an in-
ternational expert on Valican-

Jewish relations,

~ POPE JOIIN I'AIIL n
Considers diplomatic link.

prospects of a diplomatic link.

During a speech last summer
in Brazlil, Tanenbaum explained,
"“The Pope said he would wel-
come full relations with Israel
provided oulstanding problems
could be resolved.”

Tanenbaum said O'Connor In-

dicated his own firm support for
diplomatic relations during a
meeling here last Seplember
with Polish Cardinal Jozef
Glemp and 12 Jewish leaders.

“0'Connor turned to Cardinal
Glemp,” Tanenbaum said, “and
asked him if he would join him in
an effort to advance full diplo-

matic relations between the Holy

sald he 1is
guardedly optimistic about thel Sce and Israel.”

\

.
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VATICAN APPEARS TO BRE RETHINKING
PIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL
Py Debra Nussbaum Cohea

NEW YORK, Dec. 30 (JITA) -- The Vatican
appears to be reconsidering its absence of diplo-
matic relations with Israel because it is concerned
that it may mot have a voice in the Middle East
peace prooess, according to several observers of
Catholic-Jewish relations.

But they say that since diplomatic positions
evolve gradually at the Vatican, it would be
premature to talk about g date when the Holy Sce
might be ready to estahlish formal relations with
the Jewish state, -

Nevertheless, evidence of ingremental change
in the Vatican's position on Israel can be seen in
two developments, observers say.

One i3 the planped visit to Israel next week
of New York's Cardinal John O'Connor, whao is
scheduled to meet with Pregident Chaim Herzog,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Jorusalem
Mayer Teddy Kollek.

The other ls a discussion of the Vatican's
role "1 the Middie East that took place at a
conference of Catholic scholars in Bari, Raly, on
Dec, 13-14,

O'Connor, who will also visit Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon and possibly Syria, has lomg been one of
the most outspokem supporters in the Catholic
hietarchy of the Varican establishing diplomatic
relations with Israel.

it is considered significant that the New
York archbishop is bookending his trip with visits
to Rome belorehand and afterward.

Before leaving 'h'ur Yark, O'Connor said he

would be avallable {0 meet with any Itraeli lead-
ers, religious or civic, who wanted to do so.

The cardinal accepled am invitation from
President Herzog before he left New York and has
since made arrangemonts to meel with the prime
minister and Mayor Kollek in their offices during
his visit.

If he does sp, that will be a change from
his last visit to Isrgel im 1987, when he was
forced at the last mipute to cancel meetings with
the same officials, which he had scheduled with-
out prior Vatican approval. O'Connor had to make
his embarrassed apologies at a meeting in Her-
zog's officlal residence.

At the time, “someone In the Vatiean in-
formed the apostojic delegate in Jerusalem to call
of f all the meetinga O'Cennor had planned with-
out telling him,” according to Rabbi Mare quen-

aum, who was thea chairman o nternationa
iewhh Committes on Interreligions Consultations.

It was “an indication of how determined
some in the Vatican wé¢re 1o undermine any
success on that trip,” he said.

This time, O'Connor is going to Isracl with-
out any apparent restraints from the Vatican,

“There are a pumber of significant signs
that the Vatican is searching for appropriaté ways
to improve diplomatic relations with Israel that,
in time, can lead to (he establishment of [ull
diplomatic relations,” said Tanenbaum,

“0'Connor's trip makes clear the change in
atmosphere,” he said.

Another indioation is the meeting of Catholic
scholars in Bari, Italy, which lssued a communique
stating that the Vatican must be included in any
Middie East ncgotiations involving the status of
Jerusalem,

Il' the issue is left to negotiations only
between Israel and the Arab states, Jews and
Moslems will be represented while Christlans will
not, sald the scholars, who are experts on inter-
national law, canon law and political seience,

The Vatican, they said, “has the right 1o
participate in any ‘regional’ issue compatible with
its proper role.”

The communigue also defonded the Vatican's
position that Jerusalem needs am internauonally
guaranteed statute to protect it as a city open to
Christians, Jews and Moslams.

There is “frustration and concern” among
Catholios that if the Middle East peace talks
proceed, “an equitable sottlement may be made on
the question of Jerusalem excluding them, mini-
mizing the role of the Vatioan,” according to
Rabbi A. James Rudin, director of interreliglous
affairs at the American Jewish Commities,

“There's a new wind blowing from the
Tiber," he sald. “We arc s¢cing the beginnipg ol
something going on here. it's always subtle with
the Vatican, but there's a different sense than
there was aven [our or five months age.”

“lsrael has mado clear that the Vatican
cannot participate fully in the Middle East peace
process wnless they have full diplomatic rela-
tions,™ sald Elan Steinberg, executive dirzotor of
the World Jewlsh Congress and a spokesperson for
Edgar Breafman, the current chairman of LICIC,
which offlclally represents world Jewry in dealings
with the Vatican,

Vatican officials “are now going through »
very Seérionms re-examination, with the view
salvage somothing construotive so they ocan be
players in the Middle East,” said Tanenbaum,
are not a player now snd nee
find a way o ge
] rusalem
he said. 0 c

umumt:mnmumum
larael, which has not directly pursued rela.

tions with the Vatican recently, would not neces:
sarily find this the best time¢ for the Vatican to
make its move, Tanenbaum said.

“Now that the Israclis are imvolved with
seriouws negotistions with the Palestinlans” he
said, “they do not want more complications, |
which could become serious obstncles™ to peace.

The Vatican remains the only state in Eur
ope mot to have formal diplomatic relations with
Israel, noted Mashe Gilboa, the lsraeli Forcign
Ministry's sdviser on relations with naa-Jews,

“Israel is definitely interested amd willing o
have diplematic relations with all soverelgn coun
tries in the world, and the Vatican is one ol
them,” he sald in san interview (rom Jerusalem.

And “we hope anyone wants to join the
Middle East peace talks wants to it for positive
reasony,” he added.
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

January 17, 1991

TO ALL MEMBERS OF IJCIC's
CONSTITUENT AGENCIES!

Attaxhed we are sending you some items which are of
current interest and relevant to our activities.

The material deals with the following items:

The Carmelite convent at Auschwitz

Advqncement of the Vatican hierarchie to Cardinal

Pope Urges Mideast Conference

Pope Urges solution for Palestinians

Exchange of corresponce between Dr. Emilio Castro (WCC)
"~ and Dr. G. M. Riegner

RESTRICTED ARTICLE - Anti-Semitism in a Cganging World

by Dr. S.J. Roth (please observe the COPYRIGHT)

Items concerning the beatification of Queen Isabella
from Jewish Week and Religious News Service
Itemsfrom Anti-Defamation League and Rabbi L. Klenicki

Correspondence of of Rabbi A, James Rudin with
high Church dignitaries

An Analysis of the Polish Bishops' Pastoral Letter by
Rabbi A, James Rudin and items from the press

- fhe Pope's 'Urbi et Orbi' Message - "A Light Has Shined,"’

Correspondence from the Apostolic Delegate and addenda

"New Spirit should extend to Eastern Europe, by P,F, Fumagalli
Kurzinformationen from HERDER KORRESPONDENZBLATT (jan. '91)

1f this material warrants further clarification, please do not

hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your continued interest and cooperation.
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

January 3, 1991

Dear IJCIC member:

Please find enclosed several news items which are
of importance.

We are pleased to send you copy of the Polish Bishops'

Pastoral letter which is to be read publicly on January
20th, - This material has been made available to IJCIC

by the American Jewish Committee.

Please let us have your comments and we thank you for your
continued interest.

Sincerely,

Seymour D. Reich
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant
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"Dear Rabbi

January 16, 1991

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
45 East 89th Street
New York, New York 10028

Tanenbaum:

Thank you for your willingness to serve on the Task
Force for Implementation of A Iesson of Value. As you
know, this statement was the result of the mutual
concern of representatives from the Bishops' Committee
on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs and the
Synagogue Council of America.

These two groups constitute a Jewish/Catholic dialogue
under the title, BCEIA/SCA Consultation. As members of
this body, we drafted the statement and are now charged
with its implementation.

To this end we have established this Task Force, of
which you have agreed to be a member, with
representatives from both the Jewish/Catholic
communities. We wanted to gather about ten people who
have interest and some expertise in the subject of
valued education and who might understand federal
and/or local government and school systems operations.
Since we are working with no available funds, we have
limited our membership geographically because of the
cost of transportation. Our first meeting will be held
on Wednesday, February 6, 1991 at the United States
Catholic Conference Building, 3211 Fourth Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20017-1100. The phone number of the
Department of Education there is (202) 541-3115. The
time of the meeting is 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Our first agenda item will be to design methods for
publicizing the statement, A Lesson of Value, more
thoroughly throughout the United States. Another
agenda item for our meeting will center around the most
efficient and effective ways that we can advocate for
moral values education in the public schools. Involved
in this agenda item would be the identification of
productive strategies for use on federal, state, local
and school district levels in advocacy for moral values
education. With the collective competence of our Task

DR. LEON FELDMAN, Consultan!, Interreligious Affairs
DR. GILBERT N. KAHN, Cansulftant, Domestic Affairs



education. With the collective competence of our Task
Page Two

Force we may be able to draft one or moe paradigms for
use on the various levels of influence. Included, too,
may be our desire to develop an inventory list of
resources that will facilitate the introduction and
continuing moral values education programs for school
districts. Of course, you can add to the agenda at the
beginning of our February 6, 1991 meeting.

Our intention is to keep the number of our meetings to
the minimum. Again, sincere gratitude for your
resourcefulness on serving on this Task Force. We look
forward to our meeting on February 6th.

Sincerely yours, ;
5412_/ é@42égicz

Rabbi Jo H. Zaiman Most Rev. William C. Newman
Co=chai Co=-chair

Enclosures: Background Memorandum
Statement, A Iesson of Value

Responses and Resources to Statement
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memoranaum

Rabbi Jack Bieler, Dr. Morton K. Siegel and Rabbi Marc
Tanenbaum '
Rabbi Joel Zaiman and Most Reverend William C. Newman

Background Information for the Task Force on Implementation of
statement, A Lesson In Value

January 3, 1991

1. Representatives from the Bishop's committee on Ecumenical
and Interreligious Affairs and the Synagogue Council of America
have been meeting on a semi-annual basis in what is called the
BCEIA/SCA Consultation. :

2. Approximately a total of 20 bishops and rabbis with their
staffs have been meeting for the past three years.

3. A matter of mutual concern which was placed in the
Consultation agenda was the need for moral values in public
school education. To address this concern, Bishop Newman and
Rabbi Zaiman were appointed in March, 1989 to draft a statement
on the subject for endorsement by the Consultation membership.

4. A statement entitled, A lesson of Value, was drafted and
approved with modifications by the BCEIA/SCA Consultation
membership on March 6, 1990.

5. At a News Conference held on June 19, 1990 at the Catholic
Center in Baltimore, Maryland, the statement, A Lesson of
Value, was released by the co-chairs of the BCEIA/SCA
Consultation, Archbishop William H. Keeler of Baltimore, and
Rabbi Jack Bemporad of New York. Bishop Newman and Rabbi
Zaiman participated in the News Conference. It received
national attention.

6. At its October 17, 1990 meeting, the Consultation discussed
strategies for implementation of the staement. Bishop Newman

. and Rabbi Zaiman were charged with the responsibility of

implementing the statement nationally. The membership directed
Bishop Newman and Rabbi Zaiman to include membership from both
the Catholic and Jewish Communities in pursuit of the
implementation efforts.

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 ¢ Telephone: (212) 686-8670




7. On December 21, 1990 Bishop Newman and Rabbi Zaiman
established an Ad Hoc Committee for Implementation of A _Lesson
of Value. Five members from each community were to constitute
the committee which would meet hopefully on February 6 or ‘7
1991 at the USCC building in Washington, D.C.

8. The BCEIA/SCA Consultation meets next on March 6, 1991 at
the Synagogue Council of America headquarters in New York. At
that meeting, Bishop Newman and Rabbi Zaiman will be expected
to give a progress report on the implementation efforts.



d. Within our own educational institutions,
emphasize ancw our commilment to moral
values which come, ultimately, from divine
revelation.

Children are not born with values any more than they
are born with math and reading skills. In a nation that
spends billions of dollars to influence youth as to which
cars lo buy and which clothes to wear, it is a national
disgrace to fail to teach basic valucs in the public schools.

Our children need these values. Our society requires
them. We, as a nation, can teach them. We must teach them
now — before we lose our children.

We are pleased to present this joint call for the teaching of
moral values in the public schools of America.

The development of this statement by the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops and the Synagogue Council of
America is in itself a statement of our commitment as Catholic
and Jewish communities on issues of common concern. This is
the first time such a statement has been issued together by ourtwo
religious bodies and reflects a major cooperative effort to address
a prime problem facing our entire society.

It is also an expression of our confidence in the potential
of the American public school system to be a vital force in the
shaping of the moral character of this and future generations of
young people in our country,

We wish to acknowledge our deep appreciation to Bishop
William C. Newman of the Archdiocese of Baltimore and Rabbi
Joel H. Zaiman, president of the Synagogue Council, who to-
gether drafted this statement with sensitivity and openness to the
variety of concerns presenled by the members of the Consulta-
tion, now in its fourth year,

Since its release, A Lesson of Value has generated wide-
spread response and discussion, nationally and locally. Secular
and religious educators and education officials on the state and
local levels have expressed their interest in joining in a national
effort to promote the teaching of our common values.

It is our fervent hope that we will be privileged to see
schoolchildren today and their children after them fulfill them-
selves as moral and responsible citizens of this great nation.

Archbishop William H. Keeler Rabbi Jack Bemporad, Chairman
Episcopal Moderator Interreligious Affairs C ittec, SCA
Cathalic-Jewish Relalions, BCEIA Ca-Chair, NCCB-SCA Consuliation
Co-Chair, NCCB-SCA Consultation

e
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A Lesson of Value: A Joint Statement on
‘Moral Education in the Public Schools
copublished by

The Interreligious Affairs Committee
of the Synagogue Council of America
and
The Bishops’ Committee
for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs
National Conference
of Catholic Bishops

May 1, 1990

A Lesson of Value sounds the call for renewed effort to
instill common moral teachings in the public school
system. Il is the work of a joint consultation co-
sponsored by the Committee for Ecumenical and Inter-
religious Affairs of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Interreligious Affairs Committee of
the Synagogue Council of America. The consultation,
which meets regularly, is co-chaired by Most Rever-
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b\;iously. there are no simple answers. But
from our perspective as religious leaders,
these maladies are only symptoms of a deeper and more

basic problem: a lack of fundamental values.

These values like honesly, compassion, integrity,
tolerance, loyalty; and belief in human worth and dignity
are embedded in-our respective religious traditions and in
the civic fabricof our society. They arc the very underpin-
nings of our lives.

There is broad consensus among Americans, regard-
less of religion and cultural background, concemning
these values. .

In a world where short-term gratification is pressed
upon children by their peers, the media, and many adults,
to raise a young person without a basic value system is to
cast him or- her adrift. Yet we persist in cheating our
children of this critically important education — neces-
sary if they are to grow to respect, cherish, and care for
themselves and others.

Traditionally, the family, the church or synagogue,
the school, and the government have worked to educate
children in basic values. But in recent years, there has
been a growing reluctance to teach values in our public
educational system out of a fear that children might be
indoctrinated with a specific religious belief.

All major religions advocate these values as do the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, much of the world’s
greates literature, and ethical business practices as well.
We are convinced that, even apart from the context of a
specific faith, it is possible to teach these shared values.

In fact, public schools do teach values all the time —
but they are not necessarily the core moral values. Indeed,
by deliberately excluding these shared moral values from
the curriculum, the educational system actually under-
mines them. Children naturally look to the school to

provide them with important knowledge. It is all 100
easy for children to assume that information not
taught in school cannot be very important.

To raisc a gencration without an understanding
of values is to assure disaster. Children are the future.
The specter of a nation with an amoral citizenry is
terrible to contemplate. The damage would be irre-
versible. If we cannot teach our children values, who
will teach their children values?

We recognize that parents have a responsibility
to teach values. Indeed, in such a morally apathetic
environment, thal so many parents have instilled
strongly grounded values in their children is testi-
mony to the unique role parents have in shaping their
children’s lives. (In fact, these children ate important
resources both as role models to their peers and in
values education.)

Butinoursociety parents can use all the helpthey
can gel. Therefore, it is urgent that there be a national
effort to implement moral public education in our
schools, integrated into the total curriculum, and
corresponding to student needs and communily con-
sensus,

There is a groundswell of support from parents;
teachers; and government, religious, and community
leaders who are struggling for a renewed moral vision
within the public schools, grounded in the common
bond of humanily that links all races and religions.
They realize that our country is more than a land; it is
a people—a people historically admired for their
biblically based values and religious traditions.

In some parts of the country, major strides have
been made in the Herculean struggle to develop our
schools into moral communitics. Many school sys-
tems have developed excellent values education pro-
grams. We recognize and praise the efforts of these
dedicated parents and teachers who have fought the
paralyzing fear that prevents values education. Yet,
substantial even drastic systemic change is still nec-
essary if we as a nation are to salvage the moral fiber
of our children.

W,

o bring about that basic change, we

urge that:

2 Those responsible for schooling at the local, state,
and national levels convene the administrators,
teachers, parents, students, and citizens to address
the moral educational needs of children and young
people. We call for state governors and legislative
leadership to create committees to promote values
education in the public schools.

% Public schools introduce moral education into their
curricula; that the schools use texibooks, resources,
and teaching methodologies that emphasize basic
civicand personal values. (We repeat that this can be
done apart from teaching a specific religious faith.)
We call on school boards to state clearly the values
they will teach and how they will teach them.

% All faiths work together to bring about systemic
change and to encourage the teaching of values in
public schools. To facilitate this effort we will
strongly recommend a joint commission to meet
quarterly to evaluate matters pending in the courts
and before the Congress that will affcct the promo-
tion of values education in America.

% Foundations underwrite values education programs
in public schools.

% The media, especially television, promote civic and
personal values in their programming.

& For our part, we will:

a. Establish within our consultation an ad hoc
committee to discuss this issue and make rec-
ommendations on the substance of value based
curricula and teaching methodologies. We will
assist in providing teaching materials and guides
reflecting our shared moral values.

b. Ask that Catholics and Jews begin a widespread
dialogue about moral education in the public
schools; we ask that this dialogue take place in
state Jewish councils, Catholic conferences, and
ministerial associations.

c. Support educational opportunities to teach val-
ues — and values teaching —to parents.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY

THE UNDER SECRETARY

July 17, 1990

Gunther Lawrence
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10016

Dear Mr. Lawrence:

I have just read the joint statement on moral education,
endorsed by the Synagogue Council of America, as well as the
National Council of Catholic Bishops; and I am writing to
express my approval of your recommendations and to offer my
support in the coming debate on this important issue.

Clearly the major problems facing our schools have their origin
in society at large, and most are traceable to deficiencies of
‘character. Too often we use terms such as "lack of motivation®
and "at-risk behavior* to describe attitudes and activities
that we once characterized as "wrong."” Young people need to be
reintroduced to the self-evident principle that no society can
survive without commonly shared beliefs about what is right and
wrong. As your statement clearly affirms, these beliefs
transcend specific religious creeds and intellectual traditions
to define what is good and true in all healthy cultures.

Your call for moral education is eloquent and timely. I hope
that it will be heeded by those responsible for the well-being
of our public schools.

~——8iggerely,

Ted S{ ders

400 MARYLAND AVE.. 5W. WASHINGTON. DC. 20202-0500
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Washington Jewish Week, June 28, 19390

Jewish and Cathollc leaders call on public schools to teach values, at June 19 press conference in Baltimore.
From left, Archbishop Willlam Keeler, Auxiliary Bishop William Newman, Rabbl Joel Zaiman, all of Baltimore,
and Rabbl Jack Bemporad, of Lawrence, N.Y.

Photo by Crag Teskowz

Teaching values,
with(out) religion

Jews and Catholics walk a fine line
in an historic call for ‘moral education’

By Andrew Silow Carroll
WIW Staff Writer

F or years, those who
have fretted about the
public schools” ability to
teach basic values in these
amoral times have asked the
questions, “Teach values?
Whose?"”

A joint statement by the
Synagogue Council of Am-
erica and the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops
answers boldly, “Ours.”

Jewish and Catholic leaders
agreed this month that public
schools can teach “‘biblically-
bazed’" moral values without
indoctrinating students in a
specific religious faith.

" And hardly anyone — from

adherents of a strict separa-
tion of church and state, to
chauvinistic defenders of the
basic tenets of their own
faiths — has objected.

The statement, “A Lesson
of Value,"” was developed over
an 18-month period in the
course of regular meetings
between the Bishops Confer-
ence and the OSynagogue
Council, an umbrella organi-
zation representing the rab-
binic and congregational bod-

ies of Reform, Conservative -

and Modern Orthodox Jud-
aism. _

It calls on teachers, par-
ents, government officials and
religious groups to join “a
national effort to implement
moral public education in the
schools, integrated into the
total curriculum.”

The statement, which in-
cluded consultation from
close to 30 rabbis from Jud-

aism’s major streams, says
that moral education could
reverse a host of societal ills
affecting youth, including
drug addiction, depression,
suicide, sexual promiscuity,
crime, AIDS, teen pregnancy
and intolerance.

“We're not picking on the
school system,” said Rabbi
Joel Zaiman of Baltimore,
president of the Synagogue
Council, who drafted the
seven-page statement along
with Auxliary Bishop Will-
iam Newman of Baltimore.

Jewish and Catholic
leaders agreed
that public schools
can teach
‘biblically-based’
moral values without
indoctrinating
students in a specific
religious faith.

T P T R
“We're not asking ‘th:
schools to do what the syna
gogue and the family shoul
be doing,” said Zaiman. “Fc
all [Americans], their moral
ity stems from their fait’
system. But there are com
mon values shared amon.
them. These are easily artic
ulated in our official Am
erican documents .... We fee
it is where the majoricy ¢
Americans really are at.”

The Jewish and Catholi
drafters of the statement ar
celebrating it as a unique ir
terfaith effort at a time whe:
relations between the tw
communities have becom
strained. :

Others see the statemer
as an effort by two religiou
groups to seize the more
agenda away from Protestar.
fundamentalists, who becam
synonymous in the 198C
with efforts to bring rel
giously based morality bac:
to the classroom.

Zaiman said there was litt!
disagreement between Catk
olic and Jewish leaders ove:
common values, only ove
how to avoid the “hurdle” c
church-state separation.

And so far they have suc
ceeded. Reaction to th
statement indicates that dis
parate groups have reached
consensus that there ar
fundamental values that ca
be called both American an
“*biblically-based” withou
violating the First Amenc
ment's wall of separation be
tween church and state.



According to the statement,
“hese values include honesty,
.orapassion, integrity, toler-
ince, loyalty and belief in
auman worth and dignity.

Observers said you can
cach those values and even

. -efer to their biblical roots,

vithout teaching the bible
:self.

“Some would say that you
:an't diverce religion from

values. But the overwhelming
number of Americans believe
that there is some general,
ethical ethos that pervades
the U.S. that can be taught
without a sectarian base,”
said Eugene Borowitz, pro-
‘essor of education and reli-
sious thought at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion, New York.

“Morality [in the United
States] is derived from the
siblical Jewish and Christian
:raditions,”” said Richard
John Neuhaus, a Lutheran
:lergyman and the director of
.he conservative Institute on
Religion and Public Life in
New York. “But can you
-each civic virtue without
.eaching religion? Sure.”

Maryland Gov. Wiliam
Jonald Schaefer called the
;tatement an ‘‘important
tep” to improving public
zducation.

Observers say the Jewish-
Catholic statement comes at
1 time when the pendulum
aas swung away from a vogue
‘or “‘values clarification,” in
which teachers encouraged
students to derive & moral
:ode for themselves rather
-han inculcate them with a
listinct set of community-
iven standards.

Such moral relativism
never caught on even among
.he most liberal of Jewish
roups. The American Jewish
“ongress, for example,- a
trong advocate of church-
tate separation, stated as far
ack as 1958 that public
chools had the responsibility
> teach morality, ethics and
‘tizenship. It supported an

| Ethics and Civies Values”
rogram introduced in Calif-
mnia in 1985. )

“There was a time when
eople thought it was not
overnment's business to
sach values of any sort. But
‘e have reiterated that a lot
7 us don't believe that,” said
farc Stern, co-director of the
JCongress Commission on
aw and Social Action. “The

isic political values of a
emocracy have to be
ught.”

Still. Stern warns that
there 1s a thin line between
teaching values that happen
to be based in a religious
tradition and teaching the
religion itself,

The Jewish-Catholic
statement, he said, comes
**perilously close" to that line
in its statement that the
Unites States i1s a people
“‘historically admired for its
biblically-based values and
religious traditions.”

How, for example, can a
school system affirm a “bib-
lically-based” value without

affirming the religion from

which the value is derived?

“Is it a risk? Probably,”
said Zaiman. “‘On the other
hand, by hamstringing
teachers completely and
making them frightened to
discuss values is easily de-
structive.”

Stern acknowledges that to
call some common “Am-
erican” values “biblically-
based” is historically accu-
rate, and that many so-called
American values do coincide
with traditional ‘“Judeo-
Christian®' values.

However, communities may
be tempted to turn to reli-
gious injunctions in order to
teach what behaviors are
considered deviant or normal,
especially if there is no solid
secular consensus for allow-
ing or prohibiting certain
types of behavior or values.

‘““Abortion or homosexuality
is the test case,” said Stern.

The Jewish-Catholice
statement finesses those in-
stances where ‘‘Judeo” and
“Christian'’ diverge on issues
of sexuality, both within the
two religious communities
and between them.

For instance, the Catholic
Church stands opposed to
artificial forms of contracep-
tion and considers abortion
murder.

Jewish law accommodates
abortion in: some circum-
stances, and most Jewish
congregations take a liberal
view toward birth control.

According to Zaiman, atti-
tudes toward abortion and

contraception were among a |

number of sectarian topics
that the drafting bodies de-
clined to discuss.

““We did not take a position
on those issues jointly,” said
Zaiman. “But we can agree
that when matters of sexual-
ity are discussed, it is inap-
propriate to do so apart from
discussing the specialness of

"one of those

cach and avers numan being,
the ntegrity of individuals,
the fact that we are not cre-
ated so that others can take
their pleasure with us.

“Ahortion is a moral is-
sue.” Zaiman added, “but' not
issues where
there is enough agreement
that it becomes one of the
common educational values of
the public school system.”

Neuhaus said he sees a
“true historic irony” in that
it is now Jewish and Catholic
groups who are calling for 2
return to the core values that
were once championed by the
Protestant pioneers of Am-
erica's public education sys-
tem.

“The whole public school
system was begun by Horace
Mann and others una-
pologetically in order to teach
morality and the Protestant
religion to the immigrant
hordes, especially the Catho-
lics, and, later, the Jews,”
said Neuhaus.

But in recent years the
Protestant groups spearhead-
ing a return to values educa-
tion were from the religous
right.

g"lt. was the fundamental-
ists who had a clear and def-
inite sense of what needed to
be taught, as a result of
which they proceeded to drive
this issue into the forefront
of the American conscious-
ness,” said Borowitz.

“In that respect they per-
formed a very useful func-
tion,” he added. ) .

In the final analysis, said
some analysts, the statement
plots a course between the
excesses of the most liberal
and most conservative groups
in America: supporting edu-
cation efforts that are neither
as bible-based as fundamen-
talists would have it, nor as
value-free as some on the far
left would demand.

"But the ultimate test of the
Jewish and Catholic leaders’
campaign will come in the
classroom.

“A big question is whether
values education really makes
a difference,” said Stern. “T'd
like to see the studies which
show these values curricula
make a difference — or if
they are really about adults
playing out their own politics
in the public schools.”

Catholic and Jewish leaders
have little doubt that their
call for values is worth the

attempt.

‘For one, we know who.
arc doing now is nat worxing
and that certainly teachin,
these values would not be :
hindrance,” said Zaiman
“Based on the behavior o
committed religonists wh
espouse these values, wher
they operate in a communa'
context they are beneflicia.
without a doubt™.

“We don't say this solves
everything,”” Baltimore
Archbishop William Keeler
who co-chairs the on-going
dialogue between the Bishops
Conference and the Syna-
gogue Council, told the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency
“But what we do say is that a
child with a poor seif image
who doesn't have a sen:ze of
deeper values is going to be
more likely to turn to drugs."

|
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Religious Leaders Want

Public Classes in Morals
Catholics, Jews Press for Teaching of Values

By Laura Sessiuns Stepp

Washington Past Seall Weer

BALTIMORE, June 19-Roman
Catholic and Jewish leaders issued a
joint statement today calling for
public schools to begin specific in-
struction in moral values.

Officials from the National Coun-
cil of Catholic Bishops and the Syn-
agogue Council of America, the uin-
brella organization for the three
miajor  Jewish traditions, recom-

mended that states introduce ma-
terial on civic and personal values
beginning in kindergarten.

They suggested that foundations
underwrite such programs.

They said they intend to encour-

BISHOP WILLIAM H. KEELER
« - . suppart for existing programs

age congregations to press for mor-
al instruction and that they believe
an ecumenical commission should
be established to keep track of
court cases and legislation affecting
values education,

Catholic-Jewish relations have
been strained in recent years but
religious leaders said today they are
united around a common concern.

Values “like honesty, compassion,
integrity, tolerance, loyalty and be-
hef in human worth and dignity are
embedded in our respective reli-
gious traditions and in the civic fab-
ric of our society,” their statement
said, “But in recent years, there has
been a growing reluctance to teach
values in our public educational sys-
tem out of a fear that children
might be indoctrinated with a spe-
cific religious belief.”

The religious leaders’ call comes
at a time of increased interest by
educators and others in education
as one way to stem youthful drug
addiction, pregnancy and violence.

D.C. schools, for example, just
finished their first school year of a
“values-infused curriculum” geared
at teaching values from existing
textbooks.

The Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development, a
professional teachers’ group based
in Alexandria, offers schools a book-
let on how to teach moral values
and requests for it have been over-
whelming, according to a spokes-
man.

Individual efforts such as these
are important, said the Rev. William
C. Newman, auxiliary bishop of Bal-
timore and coauthor of today's re-
port. But they're not enough,

Valués Classes Asked for Public Schools

MORALS, From DI

“We want to blanket the country
with this,” he said.

Many religious leaders, parents,
business and government leaders
have stood aside while schoal sys-
tems across the country established

“value-free™ education, smd Kabin-

Joel Zaiman, president of the Si'll-
agogue Council and the report’s
other author. =~ =

e ve been on the sulelme like
everyone else,” he saud, referrmy ta
members of the clergy. “We're all
products of the culture and we now
want to buck it.”

Zaiman said about 95 percent of

Jewish youths, and 80 percent c_n[
Catholic youngsters, attend public
schoal.

The clergymen acknowledged
that  some groups, particularly
evangehcal Christians, have been
advocating a return to “family val-
ues” i the schools for years. But
thewr particular issues are often di-
visive, or not shared by most Amer-
wans, and they've made it difficult
to: teach more commonly held be-
leefs, sand Eugene Fisher, executive
secretary for Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions of the bishops® conference in
Washumgton,

Baltunore Archbishop William 1.
Keeler said religious leaders also

intend to build support for existing
moral education programs _that of-
ten must fight for attention and
time,

Baltimore, for example, has a
nationally known program that in-
cludes 20-minute instruction twice
a week, according to Auxiliary Bish-
op Newman. Sometimes, however,
when classes fall behind in math or
English, discussions about morals
disappear, Newman said.

Keeler said today's statement,
three years in the making, was the
first time a joint report has be'en
issued by the two religious bodies
addressing a problem of widespread
public concern.
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Catholics, Jews urge return of morality to classroom

By ELENA NEUMAN
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

NEW YORK — The National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops and the Syna-
gogue Council of America have teamed
up on a campaign to bring morality and
ethics back into the American classroom,.

In an unprecedented joint statement is-
sued Tuesday in Baltimore, Catholic and
Jewish religious leaders called for a na-

tional mobilization of teachers, parents, g

lay leaders and government officials to

make morality and human values crucial §
clements of the American public school |

education.

“We are losing our children,” the state- |
ment says, citing a host of problems §3
plaguing today’s youth, including drug |

addiction, dvpressiun, suicide, promiscu-

ity, crimwe, AIDS, teen pregnancy and alco-

holism.

“From our perspective as religious lead-
ers, these maladies are only symptoms of

a deeper and more basic problem: a lack {9

ot fundamental values,” the statement
says. “Yel we persist in cheating our chil-
dren of this critically important educa-
tien.”

Values such as honesly, compassion, in- 1%
teyrity, tolerance and loyalty are not being, 8
stressed in the public school system, says B
the statement, which is litled "A Lesson of 82

Value”
The statement was developed over an

18-month period in the course of regular §§
meetings between the Bishops Conference §
and the Synagogue Coundil, an umbrella §

group representing the rabbinic and con-
gregational bodies of Reform, Conserva-
tive and Orthodox Judaism.

The document itself was drafted by

Auxiliary Bishop William Newman of Bal- |

timore and Rabbi Joel Zaiman, president
of theS ogue Coundail,

" According to Zaiman, the reluctance of

Archbishop Willlam Keeler

American educators to instill moral and
ethical teachings into their courses stems
from sensitivity to the issue of the separa-
tion of church and state.

“But we're not advocating sectarian val-
ues,” he said in an interview. “America is
built on shared values like patriotism,
compassion, respect for [persons and prop-
erty, and the notion of individual free-
dom. These are valucs that all Americans
share in common, and yet they're not be-
ing taught.”

In fact, the statement says that by ex-
cluding such shared moral values from
the curriculum, the educational system
actually undermines them.

The prublem, says Archbishop William
Keeler of Baltimore, who co-chairs the on-

i
} :_ going dialogue between the Bishops Con-

ference and the Synagogue Council, is
that the wrong values are being taught.

“Values are being taught, but they are
values not rooted in a more ancient tradi-
tion of individual human dignity and
worth,” he said in an interview.

To illustrate his point, Keeler cited the
example of sex education classes. He com-
plained that children are being taught
about contraception and disease preven-
tion, but not about the mutuality of a sex-
ual relationship, marriage and love.

“We would like to see the components

of great civic virtuen specifically folded
| into the teaching process,” he said.

To accomplish that, the Synagogue
Council’s Interreligious Affairs Commit-
tee and the Bishops Conference’s Com-
mittee for Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs have proposed a number of rec-

ommendations:

ethe establishment of slate committees
lo create new moralily-conscious curricu-
la;

othe convening of conferences of teach-
ers, administrators, parents and students

- -

at the state and local levels;

sthe creation of educational program-
ming in the medla to complement school
curricula;

ethe underwriting of special school
programs by foundalions.

The two groups also hope to formalize
their partnership with the establishment
of a joint commission that would meet
regularly to evaluate matters in Congress
and the courts that relate to the promotion
of values in America.

“If this effort gets buried, it's because

“From our perspective
as religious leaders,
these maladies are only
symptoms of a deeper
and more basic problem:
a lack of fundamental
values”

no one will take up our call. If it can Ln-
demonstrated that there is no risk to the
school bodies and the notion of church
and state, then 1 think it can be imple-
mented,” Zaiman said.

Both Zaiman and Keeler agree that “A
Lesson of Value” is not the answer to all
of the various social ills facing American
youth, but they say it is a step in the right
direction.

“We don’t say this solves everythiny,.
But what we do say is that a child with a
poor self-image who doesn’t have a sense
of deeper values is going to be more likely
to tumble into drugs,” said Keeler.

But others will have to join in, Zaiman
said. “It has to be a broad effort.” The
statement is calling on all faith groups to

help create enough pressure to put the is-
sue on the national agenda.
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" Cavazos Supports Values Education in Public Schools

LAURO F. CAVAZOS (right), U.S. Secretary of Education, talks to a gathering of
Catholic and Jewish religious leaders In Washington while Archbishop William H.

Keeler of Baltimore, the U.S. bishops' episcopal moderator for Catholic-Jewish
relations, listens.

By JERRY FILTEAU

WASHINGTON (CNS) — U.S. Secre-
tary of Education Lauro F. Cavazos told a
gathering of Catholic and Jewish religious
leaders Oct. |7 they had “‘an enormous
way 1o go" 1o bring sound values educa-
lion into the nation’s public schools.

Cavazos met_for 40 minutes with the
joint consultation of the National C Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops and Synagoguc
Council of America to discuss their recent-
ly_published A" Lesson of Valuc,” a
statcment calling for massive efforts lo
restore cducation in fundamental values in
1.5, public schools.

The cducation secretary said he shared
their basic views and concerns about va-
lues cducation, but “that is a very, very
difficult issue to get in front of educators.”

The joint consultation, composed main-
ly of bishops and rabbis and jointly spon-
sorcd by the main national organizations
of the two rcligious faiths, issued its
statement on values education in June.

It said that “American public schools
fecl inhibited about teaching moral va-
lues,” and the lack of education in “core
moral valucs” raises “the specter of a
nation with an amoral citizenry.”

While some cfforts have been made (o
restore. “moral  public education,” the
statement said, “substantial even drastic
systemic change is still necessary if we as a
nation are to salvage the moral fiber of our
children.”

The U.S. Catholic Conference recently
published the statement in pamphlet form
for nationai distribution.

Cavazos agreed with the statement's
argument that fundamental moral values
can be taught in public schools without
crossing the forbidden line of religious
indoctrination, but he said people tend in
their thinking to “mix" or "overlnp" the
two, %

“1 think’ people really don! understand
what they're supposed to be doing” about
values education, he said, and as a result
“teachers play it ‘safe,’ and you end up
with valueless education.”

He said the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion could support a stress on values

education through research, rcwmrnenda-
tions and calling attention to successful
programs, but it could not impose a pro-
gram on the nation's public schools. In
curriculum areas the department has “zero
authority” over the “16,000 independent
school boards out there,” he said.

Auxiliary Bishop William C. Newman
of Baltimore and Rabbi Joel H. Zaiman,
president of the “Synagogue Council 6f
America, co-draficrs of the statement, re-
poried 1o Cavazos that since its DUE_(‘.I-
tion the statement has drawn wide praisc
from other _religious leaders and educators.

TThe response has been remarkably
wide and very supportive,” Rabbi Zaiman
said.

“The only skepticism,” he said, has
been about how the group would translate
ils words into action affecting public
schoaols.

In talking about existing programs ol
values cducation and ways lo promole
their wider development and use in public
school sysicms, consultation members
were agrecd that they should seek the
support of other religious leaders as well.

They also agrecd, however, that il was
morc important to build interfaith coal-
tions for change at the local and state level
than to go aller additional signatures on
the statement from other national rehigious
bodics.

Archbishop William H. Keeler of Balu-
more, the U.S. hishops' episcaopal modera-
tor for Catholic-Jewish relations and
("atholic co-chair of the consultation, said
he brought the statement up al a recent
mecting of the Christian leaders of Balu-
more, and “they agreed instantly o make
il the first and major item on the agenda
ol vur next meeting.”

The Jewish co-chair of the four-year-old
joint consultation is Rabbi Jack Bempo-
rad, chairman of the Interreligious Affairs
Commitiee of the Synagoguc Council of
America,

At its Oct. 17 meeting, held at NCCB-
USCC hcadquarters in Washington, the
consultation also discussed development
of a joini stalement on pornography.



[end]

Original documents
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Wig CONDEMNS VATICAN STANCE ON ISRAEL
NEW YORK, JANUARY 31, 1991

The World Jewish Congress sharply eriticized last week's Varican
statement reiterating its refusal te extend diplomatic relatioms to
Israel as “"a slap in the face to Jews worldwide.”

Evelyn Sommer, U.§, Chalrmen of the WJC, said the Vagiean
pogition on IgTael comstitutes & serious setback to the future ¢ourse
of the dialogue with the Jewish people.

"We are making ic absolutely clear that the Vatican cannot
normalize 1fs relacions with the Jewish pecple until it normalizes
its rvelations with che Jewish' state," Mrs., Sommer said.

reasured by demonstrations in Rome led by the Italiam Jewish

Iiofpimcv

&
< community, the Vatican issued a statement on January 25 on its
relations with Israel. Italian Jews were angered by the Pope's
#- failure to Jumediately ¢ondemn Iraqi missile dattacks on Israeli
o '« eivilians, and celled on the Vacican to open diplomaclc tiles with
S| w|  Igpgel. : '
ol ™ »
N = In its statement, the Vatican spoke of its "deep respect" for
,?j  the S$tate of Israel and cited contacts it has had with its leaders.
b But declaring chat "ueching obligas it to maintain diplomatic
E;,-é:‘_! relations with any particular State,” the Varican repeated its refussl
=2 o cstablis"l such ties with Israel. ‘
A.mong raasons citad by the Varican for refusing ambassadorial
f links with Israsel were 'the presence ¢f Israel in the occupied
L territories, the relations with the .Palestinians, the annexation of
M Jerusalam, as well ar the general situation of the Catholie Chuych
ﬁ in lerael and the revritories." _
" The WJC said that substaentively nothing had changed 4m the
«%  Vaticen's discriminatory actitude teward Israel: "The Vatiean hag
.’f“’; diplomatic ties with numerous states with which it has political

PFOStC™ RN fa transmitla) memo 7671

differences. Indeed, if the sabsence of political differenmces were
a pre~requisite for diplomatic ties, then there would be ne diplomatic
velations betwean statas.”

"Moreover." the WJC added, "in 1948 when the State of Israel
wes astablished and it was not In possession of Jerusalem or the
'occuplsd territories,' the Vatican was still umrilling to establish
ties. Its stated Feascns ave therefore spurious.’

The WJC gaid 1ts represencayives ¢n gecsinne of the internatienal
Cetholie—-Jewish dialogue will glearly state that progress is being
hindered by the Vaticen's stance on Israel. "Vatican condemnation
of antieSemitism 45 very important, but we do not accept it as eithew
a substitute or & cleoak for cheir failure with regard to the Jewish
state.”" Mrs. Sommer scated, _

I



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

memorandum

to: Members of the SCA Interreligious Affairs Committee

from: Rabbis Jack Bemporad, chm., Fabian Schonfeld, co-chm.

subject  committee Meeting

date: 9791

Due to a variety of administrative reasons, our committee
on interreligious affairs has not met for some time. It is of
great importance that we discuss various important issues of
our work and arrive at relevant decisions.

: The next meeting of the SCA Interreligious Affairs Committee
will take place on Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1991, at 2:30PM in the /SCA
offices (entrance on 39th St.) v e

We propose the foliowing dgenda;

a) Report from UAHC on meeting with National Council of
Churches.

b) Report from Rabbi Mordechai Waxman and Rabbi Henry D.
Michaelman on meeting with NCC's General Secretary,
President and Associate General Secretary for Christian/
Jewish and Christian/Muslim relations.

N c): A campaign to educate and sensitize the leadership of
individual Protestant denom1nat1ons about-” the Gulf
War and Israel.c

d) A campaign to reach evangelical and other Christian
leaders and thinkers who represent views different than
the Liberal Protestant cmmunity. Rabbi Jack Bemporad
has specific recommendations.

e) The NCC's proposal for a full consultation on the Mideast
with its denominational leaders after the World CounC11
of Churches' Assembly in Australia.

Please make every effort to attend. Thank you for your
cooperation.

P.S. We will send you relevant background material pertaining to

the agenda items.
Leon A. Feldman

327 LEXINGTOM AVENUE, NEW YORK, NLY. 10016 » Telephona: (212) 686-8870
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February 19, 1991
MEMORANDUM
TO: CATHOLIC MEMBERS, SCA-BCEIA CONSULTATION

FROM: Dr. Eugene Fisher

RE: Meeting, March 8, 1991, in New York

Archbishop Keeler has asked me to remind you of the BCEIA consultation with the
Synagogue Council of America coming up on Mareh 6, 1891, It widlbe held at SCA
headquarters in New York from 10;30 A, M. to 4 P,M. The address is:

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE
DHEW YORK, NEFW YORK 101014

Please call Marianne Mugnes at s of flee (282-841-30038) Lo cuuefls e yous '
attendance so we ¢an give the count to SCA, { have tentatively discussed tha agenda with
Rabbls Feiman and Michelman on the staff level, pending review by our éo~chairs, .
Archhbishap Kesler and Rabbj Bemporad. Archbishop Keelar will welcome any additions,
suggestions or modificatlons you may have. On the tentative agenda thus far ares

L Raport nf Siheammittea on Implementation of "A Lesson of Values":
Rabbi Zaiman and Bishop Newman

\(L Report on Polish Bishops' Statement, Bishop Henryk Muzsinski
? OL  Impleations of the Gulf War for Catholic/Jewlsh Relatlons
‘/N ' Update on Possible Statement on Pernography

\/V. Report on the December 1ILC Meeting in Rome to Celebrats the 23th
Anniversary of Nosira Aetate

\\//)I. Perceptions/Mispercaptions Update },
ViL.  Anti-Catholiclsmi Bishop Losten

/VIH. Request from Jewlsh Side to Discuss Possible Beatification of
Quegen Isabella

IX. Other
EJFimh
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February 19, 1991

R S

MEMBERS OF IJCIC Constituent Agencies

Seymour D. Reich, Chairman
Leon A. Feldman, Consultant

This is to confirm the date, hour, and locale of the
next meeting of IJCIC:

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1991 at 4 p.m.
at the offices of the Synagogue Council of America.

The proposed agenda will include:
a/ Report on the WCC Assembly at Camberra, Australia.

b/ Proposed Steering Committee (IJCIC-Vatican Commission)
meeting tentatively scheduled for(Tuesday, March 12)in
Geneva. Discussion of agenda and plans for the next meeting
of the Liaison Committee (date and locale). Eaifvn. fuvepe

: EJ-uC“-mhﬂ
¢/ Report on the sub-committees for the implementation of
previous agenda items:
Rabbi F. Schonfeld - Prague Resolutions
Rabbi A, James Rudin - Beatification of Queen Isabella
Rabbi Jack Bemporad - Shoah (elejudm\'z-e Chisko comkive
Rabbi'Leon Klenicki - Catechism document [~ gdt st -
.—MEW(‘T“\—
'PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND, - pras ML

_ Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest.

New York, NY 10016 _ . fﬁ“ﬂ&kv U&/"ﬂc{m— -

Tel: (212) 686-8670
Fax: (212) 686-8673

world Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 755-5770
Fax: (212) 755-5883
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ewry group reaching out to all religions

By DEBRA NUSSBAUM COHEN -

The new chairman of the um- ;
brella group that represents world

Jewry in interfaith dialogue thinks it
is time for the Jewish community to
focus on building ties with religions
beéyond the Roman Catholics.

The International Jewish Com-
mittee on Interreligious Consulta-
tions, or UCIC, has represented
world Jewry primarily to the Vatican
for several years.

But Edgar Bronfman, new IJCIC
.chairman, believes lines of commu-

nication with the Eastern Orthodox, _
Protestants and Moslems should be -

strengthened now.

Bronfman is president of the
World Jewish Congress, an IICIC
member. He succeeds Seymour
Reich of B'nai B'rith International
as IJCIC’s chairman.

One of Bronfman’s first initia-

* tives was to reinstate the relation-
ship with Protestants, which had lain
fallow so long thar it effectively had
ceased to exist.

He sent Israel Singer, WJC secre-
tarygenm-a.l to represent him at a
meeting in Geneva with Dr. Emilio

. Castro, the World Council of

Churches’ secretary-general. The.

meeting was the first in at least six
years for leaders of the two groups,
Smger said.

Castro invited IICIC s leadership
to meet with leaders of the World
Council, which represents more
than 300 Protestant, Anglican and
Orthodox denominations in 100
countries.

“*We’ve reopened the cha]ague:
This is a major breakthrough,”
Singer said. “Dialogue is back on
track without conditions, without
terms. And we have not changed our
positions for the sake of relations.”

ICIC has accepted the invitation
in_principle, he said. Representa-
tives hope to meet with World Coun-
cil leaders in the spring. y

One factor that contributed to the
decline in relations between the two
groups was “‘the very anti-Israel
stance that the World Council has
taken on many occasions,” accord-

-ing to Elan Steinberg, WIC execu-

tive director. =
During the Persian Gulf War, for
<instance, when the World Council
met in Canberra, Australia, it made
no statement about Iraqi missile at-
tacks on Israel.
But when Singer raised the issue
in Gencva, there was a noticeable
change in tone.

He quoted Castro as saymg' “We

did not feel your pain there, and we
feel it today. Especially with respect
to gas, we understand why Jews felt
so terrible. We should have re-

sponded, and we’re doing it right

now.”
Another of Bronfman 's initiatives

is a meeting between IICIC repre- .
 sentatives and officials of 12 Eastern’
Orthodox churches, to be held in’

Athens in May.

Eastern Orthodox churches are
self-governing but share consensus
on matters of faith, despite diverse
ethnicities, histories, cultures and

es, - -

They include the Albanian, Alex- -

_enbaum, a former

Edgar Brur_ﬂ‘man

andrian, Antiochan, Bulgarian,
Cypriot, Czechoslovakian, Finnish,
Georgian, Greek, Romanian, Rus-

sian and Serbian Orthodox’

churches. All recognize as their pri-
mate Bartholomew I, the ccu.mem-
cal patriarch of Istanbul.

It will be DCIC’s first meeting
with the Eastermn Orthodox in five
years, according to Rabbi
s (] cha.u'man
and current member of the Syna-

. -gogue Council of America’s inter-

religious affairs committee.

"~ The Synagogue Council is an
IICIC constituent agency and serves
as its American secretariat.

“We're going to have to go .

slowly and really do our homework

on both sides, so we don’t merely

repeat banalities to each other” at
the Athens meeting, Tanenhaum
said. ;

[ I

While in Geneva, Singer and a
six-member IJCIC delegation con-
ferred with senior Vatican officials,
planning a meeting with the Vatican
Commission on Religious Relations
With the Jews. It will be held May
4-7 in Baltimore.

The last high-level meeting be-
tween IJCIC and the commission
was held in September 1990 in

Prague: It resulted in the unprece- .

dented church definition of anti-

Semitism as a sin against God and

humanity.
The Vatican relationship could

easily have fallen into disuse be-

INVEST INGROWTH. . .

cause of Polish Cardinal Jozef

Glemp’s controversy-charged visit |

to the United States, Singer said.
Instead, Vatican officizls made a
point of welcoming the U.N. Gen-

eral Assembly’s vote to repeal its -

1975 resolution branding Zionism
as racism.

“It was really remarkable. We
opened [the meeting] with this posi-
tive spirit,” said Singer.

Perhaps the most important item
on the agenda in Baltimore will be.

worldwide implementation of l.he ;

Prague declaration.
Members of the Vatican's Com-

mission on Education and its Com-

mission on Peace and Justice, which
will dissemninate and implement the
Prague proclamation, will be at the

' Baltimore meeting, Singer said.

There remains a great deal for

. them to do, he said. Even in this
country, “in some Catholic schools, -

textbooks say that Zionism is rac-
1sm.1'h.|sw111allhavetobemuwd
cm!,” Singer said.
L]
M:mbers of the Vatican Commis-
sion on Relations With the Jews

““want the information to trickle .

down to every parish,” he said. “As
one of the people who have been
tough in the past, I can tell you there
is a new spirit, the spirit of Prague.”

_ICIC and Vatican representa-
tives are also discussing joint action
on human rights issues and on prob-
lems such ds extreme nationalism,
world poverty, the homeless, nu-

. clear proliferation and the plight of

political refugees, said Singer.
“This is the first time that sub-
stantive questions of interest to both
sides like this are being discussed at
international forums,” he said.  ~
Jewish Telegraphic Agency
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Warmer Vatican ties seen

after prelate’s Israel visit

Establishment of diplomatic relations berween Israel and the Vati

(can may follow the upcoming Middle East trip of John Cardinz

O’Connor, but it probably won't happen soon.

That is the opinion of Rabbi Leon Klenicki, the B'nai B’rith Anti
Defamation League’s director of interfaith affairs and a veteran par
ticipant in dialogue with the Catholic Church.

Klenicki said O’Connor’s visit to Israel Jan. 5-7 — part of a nine
day-trip that will include Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan — coin
cides with a general warming of ties between the Vatican a.nd th
Jewish state.

“We see more openness” since the reoentmsmnpﬂnn of the peac
process in Madrid, he said. Klenicki said church officials, who hav
traditionally held out an exchange of ambassadors with Israel as pa
of a comprehensive peace settlement, view Israel s prehmmazy negc
tiations with Palestinian sentatives as a *‘sign of hope.”

O'Connor, archbishop of New York, will visit the Middle East i
his capacity as president of the Catholic Near East Welfare Associz
tion, a relief agency. His trip to Israel will be his first since 1986.

The cardinal has received an invitation to meet Israeli Presider
Chaim Herzog. O’Connor, who is likely to meet oﬂ:lerpolitiqians an
government leaders, is certain to be asked about Vatican recognitiq
ofImaeI.KIemchsmd,hecausema! ‘is normal if a personofsuc
ecclesiastical i " goes to Israel.

- Klenicki said O'Connor, whose “opinions have great weight in th
Varican,” has spoken sympathetically of formal church ties with It
rael.

“I am very hopeful” that the Vatican may agree to exchange amr
bassadors, Klenicki said. But he cautioned that such a historic ste
may take longer than supporters of Israel would wish. :

“Time is different iri the United States and the Vaatican,” he said.

— Steve Lipma

¢ 'The. North American Conference
On Ethiopian Jewry (NACOEJ)
. ‘and

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun

will presenta

Cunloml Benef' t Comeri for Ethiopia Je r
Sunday, F ehruary 211d at 7:30 p.m. .

Congregatlon Kehilath Jeshurun 125 East 8.5th Street, NYC

Tickets are $10 each. g E

Highlights:

LET THEM KNOW WHAT YOU THINKI
- NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL

CONGRESSIONAL MISSION TO WASH[NETON

TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY s FEBRUARY 4-5, 1992

= israel Embassy Bﬂeﬁng m Meeting at State Department

L Congressnonat conferences with: leading Senators & Representatives
j Price $125, includes

Round-trip bus transp. (from NY), meals, hotel mom(dmmw om.q:amy)
_Cantact: Tovah Holzer.In NY: 212-629-1525 s Outside NY: 800-727-8567-

For more mfonnanon, call NACOE] at
(212) 752-6340
THE AISH HATORAH
DISCOVERY SEMINAR

ONE-DAY VOYAGE INTO THI
“WHY” of BEING JEWISH

SUNDAY, JAN. 2, 1992
) 9:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.MV.

Young Israel of East Northport

7 Hooper Street, East Northport, N. Y
516-386-5880

To Attend: One must register in advance by calling
' 516-368-5880 g

. $25 per adult includes Breakfast and Lunch -
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

memoranaum

to: Members of the BCEIA/SCA Subcommittee on Moral Values in Public
Education
from:
: . Dr. Eugene Fisher and Rabbi Stanley M. Davids
. Subject:
' ificati - i .4
date: Specification of Feb. 19th Agenda, item no

January 15, 1992

As you know from the memo from our co-chairs. the next meeting of the
sub-committee on moral values in public education will take place on
Wednesday, February 19th, from 11:00 A M. to 3:00 P.M,, at the Bishops’
Conference (3211 Fourth Street, N.E., Washington, D.C.).

After discussion with Fr. Charles Hagan of the USCC Department ot
Education, we thought to offer a specific "model of implementation” for your .
consideration on February 19th, and wanted to send it ahead, so that, if
approved, the subcommittee could begin working on it at the meeting.

ELE R RS A S SR RS EREEREE S LN LRSS E)

In order for us to move from the theoretical to the practical, it is important
for us now to move rapidly so0 as to submit apphcations for foundation grants
in a timely fashion. It is our understanding that the work upon which we
have been focusing might very well be of serious interest to a number of

=, foundations.

We ought now to be prepared to undertake: the following:

*Have a formal introduction prepared which, through a survey of
! current literature, clearly shows the growing need for efforts to teach
moral values in a public school.setting.

r *Complete our work of preparing catégqrics of values, along with the
definitions we are applying.

“Determine how an evaluative tool for our efforts is to be prepared,
and to have such an instrument created.

*Request a written clarification from legal staff indicating no
expectatmn of church-state conﬂlct in our approach

s g e e e SRR T e ——-m—*--mrw- -

———
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*Determine a first stage test OR model program site and methodology;
create sample materials to be used at that site, as well as teachers’ and
supervisors' guides.

This is a very interesting time for us. We have an indication of a possible
test site, and we are reassured that the work which we have undertaken is
viewed as significant and timely. If we as a committee accept the approach
outlined above, our specific task will focus mainly on determining the cost
for personnel, etc., to put together a preliminary document which would
serve as a request for initial fupding.

AU NBARFAERER T B R kG ARk Tk u bk

We await your guidance and suggestions on February 19th.




IICIC UPDATE

We are able to report the following developments in 1JCIC.

1 /;’atriarCh Aleksy Subsequent to his visit to the US, we are in contact with the Patriarch’s office to
almngz‘ for a m and consultation in Moscow, possible in January 1992 or shortly thereafter.

As reported by TASS on November 29, the Patriarch expressed his views against the emergence of anti-
vsemiﬁsm in any form and emphasized that the Jewish people deserve respect and should not be accused for

all deadly sins; "neither a whole nation is guilty, nor a group of people , nor an ideology. I reject anti-
semitism and consider it as much a sin as any other intercommunal discord.”

2) Dr. G. Wigoder - a veteran member of LIJCIC and representative of the former Israel Interfaith Committee,
Jerusalem, was in New York for consultations. He introduced as a reguiar IJCIC member the newly formed
Es_x:ael Jewish Committee for Interreligious Relations”.

3) Carmelite Convent in Auschwitz - last wwmd@nﬂnm F. Macharski of Cracow,
in the presence of Cardinal Edward 1. Cassidy, president of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews, and Fr. P.F. Fomigalll, Secretary of the Commission, laid the cornerstone of the new convent,
which was especially blessed by Pope John Paul II. The new building, if the nuns move out on schedule, is
expected to be ready in October 1992, and is located 300 yards from the old convent, outside the camp site.
e T OTR = ne
4) European Synad of Bishops November 28 - December 14, 1991 - The European Jewish Congress submitted
’ a memorandum for distribution to the bishops attending the Synod urging to recognize Europe’s religious
pluralism. ' _

The statement was presented by Dr. G.M. Riegner and Mrs. Tullia Zevi to Cardinal Carlo M. Martini of
Milan, with the request that he bring the Jewish observations when the bishops discuss the religious roots
of Europe and "not ignore or under-value the important Jewish contribution to European civilization.” It
further stated that it is also "indispensable to be alert so that the memory of the fate of European Jews over
the centuries is kept alive in order to better combat every form of intolerance.” ~ There was a wide press
coverage of the above memorandum in the Italian and international press.

. The New York Times, for example, reported on November 29, immediately after the opening session, with
a heading "Catholic Synod Cites Judaism’s Role in Europe.” It expanded as follows: Roman Catholic bishops
from both sides of the former Iron Curtain began a European Synod with an unexpected acknowledgement

! of Judaism’s contribution to the Continent’s development....A keynote speech by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, the
moderator of the Synod, repeated the Pope’s own description of Jews description of Jews as Christianity’s
"big brothers”. Cardinal Ruini further said "Jewish faith and culture represent a key element in the
development of our culture.”" "..And the Holocaust,” he continued, "was a gigantic crime which was an
expression of the perversion of European humanism."

On November 30, the NY Times reported (abbreviated) that Vatican officials went out of their way to note
' the contribution of Jews to European culture...and should encourage dialogue and collaboration with respect

for religious freedoms...particularly of Jews.

Greek-Orthodox Church - we have initiated various contacts with the newly consecrated Ecumenical Patriarch
of the Greek-Orthodox Church in Istanbul, Turkey. It is hoped that a face-to-face meeting of a small 1JCIC
delegation will take place early next year 1992. In the meantime, Dr. G.M. Riegner and Prof. Jean Halperin
met on November 20 in Geneva with Msgr. Damaskinos and Prof. V. Fidas to further discuss the scope and
agenda of a possible Jewish-Greek Orthodox consuitation planned for some time in 1992.

12/4/91



DRAFT
FOR RFELEASEs
VATICAN CITY - A high level eonference of int.srnat.ion;al Cathelic and Jewish leaders
Xmwdtuxx and schelars will® convene in Prag%, Septemdbr 3-6, to discuss the glebal
stato of Cathelie-Jewish relations. Spacialmwill tc vaoh th histeric
and eontemperary nuti—Sem:lt.iam, examining their impact on the NHagi holocaust and
ffe on attit teward
pest-holecaust immmek i ews, Judaiam, and Catholﬁu-Jewish relations.
The announcement of the conference was made jointly by His Eminenmce 4

Cardinal Baie HM Cassidy, president ef the Vatican Secretariat on Religious
Relations with the Jews, and Ssymsur Reich of New York, president of the Intsrnational
Jewish@ Committee wx for Imkwrmwiiw - Interreligious Cpnsultations (IJCIC). The twe
bodies are offitéal representative agenciss ef th*?atican and world Jewry whe have
mainteined lission en issues of commen concern for mmma tu-a;ty‘mrs.

Meeting will be, etc. '

A major emphasis of the four-dasy conference will ks en the current cutbreaks
of anti-Semitism in the Seviet Union and in other East Emnopean countries. ¥ 3ve

x Cand_Jovish lesders / | ?
lﬁ@mrch/authoritiss/fmm nd, Csechoslovakia, Mungary, West and East Germany,
France and Italy will be paftic_ipants in the i.iscu_s_sions with representatives from
Nerth and Soﬁth America, and Israel. This is bqlieve;;i to be the first _éuch assembly
of Catholic and Jswish officials wkem since the "f'readoﬁ revelution® in Egstern Europe.
_’1‘95 meeting i.rill_ also hear first-hand testimony frem Jewish helocaust survivers

~and Cnthalics who helped Jews in their escape from MNazis and Nazism.

. "Ina joint statemsnt (or in pars'l lel stataments) Cariinal Cassidy and Mr. Reich
deelared, "111 peepla of gsad will must suroly walcome the pregress toward freedonm,
demecracy, and h..t_tga_n rights in the wr_ld todnly_._ L,t t.hq gpma t_ime, Catholica and Jews.
must be vigilant and coeperate actively te assure that th_es_a_ *freedom revolgtions'l do
not decline inte forms of ultra-nationalism which nurture religieus and ethnic hatreds
and conflict. In the searing light of th.a Naxi h__olacsueﬁ en the European hontinent, we
must work clogely and serieusly te upreot the an_t.if-é‘omitisn vhich has arisen in a mumber
of these cpluntriea@bh-mﬂdefil_ed by the murder of so many Jewlsh victims.

We skacerely hope and pray that this consultation of important Cathdlic and Jewish
personalities will make a rﬁndamant.al eontribution to cqn‘natting the ancient hostilities
and to creating a mew environment of mutual respect and human solidarity affirming

fhe divine dignity of each ht:;man being."

sped] MAVEL / The conference will epen with a pilgirmage to the former concentrmatior
i : Wosnad , K"
Pf"v"ﬂ.m [ S S P M?\ﬂu‘ '.Q.‘-u-“- '(a*.a hﬂ“. ;
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