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COMMISSIO~ 

FOR RELIGIOGS RELATIONS \~"ITH THE JEWS 

Ponti fica l Co uncil for Promo.ting Christian Unity 

August 8, 1990 

.J350/90/R 

FAX MESSAGE: (212l 686-8673 

Prof esso1r Leon .Feldman 
Consultant of IJCIC 
New. Yflrk . NP~ Ynrk USA 

Dear Leoni 

We received Mt". Reich's FAX message to Archbishop Edward 
<.;assidy on August 1st. In his absence, I, would llke to ask you to thank Mr. 
Reich for sending ft and the included drafts. of the agenda and .the joint 
'11JHIUU1U.;c:11n:111. uf Lire ISU1 Ile 111c:c:Lfrn~. 911111 .. a Ar0wl1l-l0>l1vt- o ........ rJf ... :11 1cil ..... 
to Rome only next week1 I am sending some preliminary observations on the 
~c:11Ja, a::t ndl 6~ -'~11\~ l:,f.:,gt•ephiGal infot•mation YOU ~ee\Ue ... eel last July :!i. 

. . . 

Goncernlne 1hc i:mmnm~cment, th~ i1Gt~nd1.1 n~-.;lr 11~Lun::11lly n::111ai11~ 
confidential. slncel although the papers wlll be published sub:tii:"tucnLly, ILC 
meetings are not open to the public. As I mentioned In my letter to you of 
July 13. I believe we should follow the same procedure as at previous meet
ings. This would imply that no pubHc announcement would be made before 
the ILC meeting, but that a joint communique would be Issued at tt:ie end. 

As far ag I ean remember-. thP n.nly RYr.A('ltinn tn t.hi:;; pracedure during 
the past twenty years was the case of · the open letter that Kabbi Moroechai 
WaYm~n ;uirlrAR~Rrl rn t':r1rdfnal Wlllt=bnmd::1 gn June zz. 1987, Th,; HYIY Fia~l1tar 
subsequently made r-eference to this announcement In a speech in Miami on 
September 11 ~ 1987. But strictly speaking, none of thl$. Including the public 
declaration of the Czechoslovak bishops last .July 2oth, constitutes . a . joint 
annnunrem.ant r.nmiP'111Pnti'i i think it wnuiri b" bP.s-t ·to failgw tha 11irc:ady 
established and proven procedure which has brought good results in the 
~~. ~ . 

Regarding the qyestion of the kashruth in Prague which was menticned 
by Mr. Reich and you In your FAX messages yesterday, perhaps a solution 
nvwlJ ~ .. r.... YC:':Jc:Lcu :~ .. r ....... J L ... ~..!. ~1·~p.a11.!.a h11 all <ika dalegsi~QQ. I doRICl 
think our members would object, and in this way we could have all our meals 
ta9dli.eP. Lilcewiee, en tho t"iP to Thoriocionct2dt pe~h1lpa we could con&ider 
a cold box lunch which would enable us to eat together. 

Thanking you foro your cooperation, and looking forw:ard to seeing 
you In Prague, I remain 

Sincerely yoursl 

~~ 
Pier Francesco Fumagalll 
Secretary 



Monsieur Prof. Henri CAZELLES 
Priest of St. Sulpice 1 Paris 
ro!"ftlor Soorstary of thQ ~ontif1r.nl R1hlir.al Commi~e1cn, AQme 
Author of many books on Biblicel exegesis, hermeneutic, theology 

t 
Rev. Fr. Jean CUJAROIN 

General Superior of "L10retoire de France11
1 Paris 

oct.;n:: 1.=:·y 1 !~ L,\.011.1~<:>.i !lu11•11l,., ... l..,,, f'lv~• l.:11,11 llial!!!UD IJJi~h thn ln111i. 

France 

Fu.rthll$:· i1il..li~etio1i5 will f'ollow, concerning alee fr. Frizzell and f'r. 
Morley. 

BIOCR.~PHY1 PIER FRANCiiCO Vt.TMAGALLI 

Father Pier F.-ancescc Fuma9all1 was born 1n '.Luino, Il.aly, on 
October 9, 1948. He studied the classics and Oriental languages 
and literature at Catholi~ Unive~sity in Milan, Hebrew ~aleo~~a
phy, Literature and Language at the Hebrew University in ~erusa
leffl, aHd ~~ilesephy and theology ~t Mil~n'c m~jor ccmin~ry. 

After receiving his doctorate in classical · studies and a 
bacc~l~u~eate in theology, he was otdained a priest for the 
Arehdiocese of Milan on June 10, 1978. 

From 1979 te 1981 he was acriptor 0£ the Ambroaian Library 
in Milan, and was doctor at the same institution from 1981 to 
1986. Sinoc 1986 he has served as Secretary of the Holy See's 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. 

He is a ~onsultant of the Center for Hebrew Bibliography and 
J~wish Heritaqe ·in Italy, and a meniber of the Executive Comnitt~e 
of the Ttalian ~ssociation of Ecclesiastical Librarians. · 

Fr. Fumaqalli is the author of many scholarly articles on 
Hebrew manuaoripts and typogra~hy , Italian illuminated Ketubbot, 
and Christian-Jewish relations in history, liturgy, and theoloqy. 



... , 
DRAFT 

13th 1 LC MEETlN~ PRACUE, Sept. 3-6, 19~U 

AGENDA 

* * * 
Au.gust 6 , 1990 

Changes proposed by Fat her Fumaga 11 i 

l. Wed., Sept. S 
6 : 30 J 0; !"l 1 d ; r. l'u!-1;' 'w' I, h c I l u L d 1 Q u I I Hn I l i l" l) • 

2. Thur's., Sept. 6 

9 .,. 10: 30 a. m. Repor1 on the cix points of t.hc 1985 ?rogrem 

10:30 - 12:00 a .m. Report from SteeI"ing Committee (continued ) 

12:~0 - 1:30 p.m. <;l9;ina lr~n~h~gn 

2:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Report from witnesses 11. Discussion 
Upsur-ge of Anti-Sem1tism 11. Discussion 

CLOSING 

* * * 

Additional con(ide-n1i.:ll rcmorlco 

.!l 

b -

c -

d -

Checi< t.1\~ cor-rectne~s .:.f th~ f1o1ll 11a111~~ vf tJ"'' ll1,;ll'"isul:s 
The 1 ist of Cathclic participants is conf1rmend, except for 
Bi shop Karl Lehman who cannot pa rt ici pate. · 
Non religious authorities (Ambassadors, ••• ) p"rhaps could 
t i fl invited ot the mc.cttng with the J~wi&h Comrnuni1y. 
The Cathol1c delegates w111 stay at the Suchdol College. 
The College is about 20-30 minutea away frcm the ce~ter of the 
city , and we will come with a bus to the Jewish Rathaus. 

e - Our delesation consists cf 24/25 me~bers. I hope that almost ail 
tht:1 dtsla9=tt:10 will w ·r ·.ivts en Stspt~ml.Jet· 1 l/1 P~·-a:iue, 

I - 11 !~ uC:.\.llU.LJ.\; '1'A..,C:ll'l.O C:L.t·c;, iJ.l ' CPCIOJlll...l.Y VWU,1'.-.A I!:; IJll \.llC~ I ..l.t IQ.I. ,_.~ ,,., '-;1t 

cmd I belit:!ve thc:st tht:!y will COml!l to Pzeyu& w.l.tlt t.he1r uerir1Hive 
texts, 

F'.F.Fui:nfl~alli 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

memorandum 
to: ~b 1 I J.. ,+- ~ A'l l_;__ { '\/ \. 

fr<kn: ~ J') \ ~) f ( L>'\ 

subject· 

dale: f!3 ( ..;>.. '-1 --

... .. . -· ~ .... ..,.". 
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I . 
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NAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

1 trJemorandum 

' 

I• 

to: 

from: 

Members of SCA De l egation to IJCIC/Vatican Prague Conference 

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, Chairman 

subject: MEETING -
WEDNESDAY, A 

date: 1 0: oo A.M. - ..... 

I wn 
agenda 
clarity t 
achieve. 

Please let 
cooperati 

22 199".'l 
L 

Rabbi Joel Zaiman 
Martin C. Barell, s q. 
Rabbi rabian Schonfela 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxmdn 
Rabbi Marc Tanenoaum 
Rabbi Mark Winex: 
Rabbi Gary Brctti], -Grdna~oor 

cc:· Rabbi Henry n. _ ic;h('lman 
Rabbi Joseph Karasl · 
Dr. Leon feldman 
Mr. Gunther Lawrence 

Thank you for your 

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE:, N£W YORIC, NY 10016 • T~pllone'. ( 212) 68tr8670 



Jt COU ICIL :)F AMERICA - -

n 

dat,. 



cc. '--•• l'elc:au 
C'a!l.sY 1 ~ ni, 

~~· Zar4el I 
,,c:.i. 11.)9 
'e::'\a&lU t 
021 .,., •• 

1 ... 

to he 



.. 
.. 

r..on-.c t 

r 
of 21. ...... 
the r 1.u l ... 

current o\OtPn:! ne.i: 

East European countries. t t. r •• ers 

from Poland, czechoslovaJ<id, Hungur-~·. t' "lnce 

and Italy will be participants with 

representatives from North and South Ameri.c.d. anc. Israel. .his is 

believed to be the first such assel"lbly of catholic and Jewish 

officials since the hfreedom revolution" in Eastern Europe. 

The conference will also hear first-hand testimony from Jewish 

holocaust survivors and Catholics who helped Jews in their escape 

frOTQ nazis and Hazism. 

In a joint statement (or in pa1·allel statements) Archbishop 

Cassidy and Mr. Reich declared, "All people of good will must 

surely welcome the progress toward freedom, democracy, and human 
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I , 
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pt cc,tcJ Lt .. e '>ff ~lg 10: of 

Contc..r:.p:::.~ r ~ 'CJ _., u ff- f ••.£ ..... I x 

Gazelle~, .1c .... r1s. 

The followt'lCJ d.iy •t. .. l ?(' 1. ' 

Jewish Affairs, London w1l l ~1 .. r. •. J 1ted 

report on ant i - Sernitisn in Eastern Europe. •• r ... t >t ... , n·l the 

following morning both catholic and Jewish holocaust experts a nd 

witnesses will offer thei r personal experiences . 



The following details are important to you; 

DIPLOMAf HOTEL 

3 Adreit de aenesa 
Praqu.e 6 

':. -ALCRQN HOTEL 
. . 

i · Stepan.ska 4 ~, .. Praque 

.Phone: 
Fax: 
Telex~ 

Phone: · 
Fax:-

011(42-2) 331-~111 
(42-2) 341~7311 
( 42-2) 123-.2 8 0 

·' 

(4.2-2) 235-9216 
(42-2) 235 ... 0506 

TELEPHONE NUM3ER OF ~£WISll COMMUNIT~ (Office of Mr~ Svdt>oda) 

• .. · (42-2) 2l1-CSS9 \ 

--~-·------··---------------- -------
.: The meetings of the ILC will take place at the SCIEN.TIElC 
~ TECHNICAL ASSOCIATION (a building which previously belonged tc. 
· the .Jewish community~ there is still hebrew writing on the . 

·facade.) The Address is SIROKA S, · 100 meters around .the cornl!;;.I'.' 
· from the Jewish Rathaus adjoining the old historic Jewish 

·~ Cemetery. 

Please note that the bus for Theresienstadt will leave on Mond;,;. 
morning, September 3rd, · at 8 a.~. (promptly) from the Jewish 
Rathaus. 
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CAaJr.&n 

Dt. ...Wa 1e1eua 
Ccfta\li,11;.Qtlt 

~•riQ&a •••~•t~•' 
S)'M9'11;\1• ~\lllc:U or ..... ria. 
227 J,,odfin~n •v•.IN9 , 
H•V WcWk; WY ~DOl• ' 
(212) "H•1'1D 
••• : f;l21 ,., •• ,,, 

ZUr•p.iaa d••r•~•tiat 
vorld ~evi•n co~a•• 
1 ~~a d• V•r•~ 
1211 Ce~v• 20, lviia•tl-'ft4 
(OUJ TJC•U·U 

COll8'tl~eat AflllCf,ea 

•·.~Bl I' l'f.'t.ll tm:aiNtial 
11•0 llfl0d11 l*Und' ~..,..,,; Jt.lf. 
wutiJ.nrtcn. lbc 2DDH 
(202) ,,,;.&lllO . , 

TOI 

rRoM: 
REI 
DATE: 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITIEE 
ON lNTERRELIOIOUS CONSULTATJONS 

l'AX COVER SHEE'l' 

G. Bretton•Granatoor, s. Friedlander, 
L. Hirshowicz, J. Katz/Silber, M. Mirkovics, 
J. Pearlson, F. Schonfeld, M. Tanenbaum, 
M. Waxman, G. Wiqoder, w. Wuraburqer, J. Zaiman 
Leon A. Feldman 
Prague ILC Meeting 
AUqust 27 1 1990 

PAGES: 1 (includinq cover sheet) 
T!le l•'••l ln~•rt•i'tft .... aoc1at1on 
~-~i.i:';1 .an, i.ra.i If there are problems with this transmission, please Fax the 
ccu) 111;-,a·u synagogue counc"il of America at 212-686-8673. 
Syrq9ofue CO\lncU of bu'ica 
J2~ r.~•~~o~ ~~·~~· 
·- ••tk. .., 1001• 
(:UZJ •11•1170 

vorld '•viah c:itn~ 
501 ,,.., .. ft ...... _. 

~·· rvi'k, rt 10022 
c:uzJ 1ss·sno 

A reservation has been made for you by the Jewish Community 
council of Prague at the ALCRON HOTEL, September 2 - 6, 1990 
for the duration of the !LC meeting. 

Pursuant to past procedure, IJCIC will be pleased to pay for 
your air travel (economy cla~s) and hotel stay for the 
duration of the ILC meeting, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights. Please indicate immediately your change 
in arrival/departure dates. YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 
PERSONAL EXPENSES. Please take care ~f this obligation 
before checkout. · · 

Please note that although the Jewish community sponsors a 
restaurant, the·level of kashruth may not be satisfactory 
for those insisting on "Glatt" or "Mehadrin Min-Harnehadrin". 
It is advisable that you provide your own food to bring 
along with you. 

Please refer to page two of this fax for important details 

·. 



MARC H. TANENBAUM 
International Consultant 

American ·Jewish Committee 

45 East 89th Street 
New York, NY 10128 

FAX COVER SHEET 

212-831-2952 . FAX: 21Z-n76-8351 . 

DATE:- ~~~ 3-o\ \'f ~• 
TO: ~ ~~· v.J~IJJ"&~ 
FAX II:- ~ll-- ,gt·· 7Soo, .. e..c ~ 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES 
INCLUDING COVER SHEET-

MESSAGE AREA 
--

~ • ~ ~ ~ lt·.ft.' ~ fre-rW!..~ 

~·. ~--ba 
IF THIS BOX IS CHECKED, PLEASE FAX BACK TO CONFIRM RECEIPT 

\\OF THIS FAX.' 

RESPONSE AREA 

THE ABOVE FAX WAS RECEI'VED GARBLED. PLEASE RESEND FAX. 
\\ 
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REVISED FINAL PROGRAM FOR ILC MEETING 
September 3-6, 1990 

Monday, September 3, 1990 

Morning visit to Theresienstadt for those who arrived. 

2:00 

2:30-5 pm 

6:30 pm 

8 : O O -1 O : 3 O pm_ 

Afternoon 
Opening Session 
Archbi.shop S.J. Cassidy 
Seymour D. Reich 

Afternoon . 
Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period 
Fr. L~ Frizzel (presentation of theme) 

I . 

. "Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages" 
Fr. P.F. Fumagalli (presentation of theme) 
Ti~ 
~ .. t .nt3'-- Prof. David Berger 

Discussion 

&oint Dinner) 

Roots of Modern_An..t:.i-Semitism. 
Prof. J. DUJardin/Prof. Jacob Katz 
Discussion 

Tuesday,· September 4, 1990 

8 am 

9 am -12 pm 

Steering Committee .. ):d,, A-i~*J. , ~c.. • r;\,;4-lt\. t S'~~ 
. - ~1~1\w . 

( 
Hist;orial Reflections on the Shoah . 
Fr. John Morley/Prof. Saul Friedlander 
Discussion · · 

12:30 -2 pm ~ Joint Luncheon -
Greetings: Dr. o. Galski 

2:30 pm -5 pm The Sh9ah in Christian and Jewish Thought. 

6 : 30 pm 

8 pm -9:30 pm 

9:30 pm 

Prof. B. Gazelles/Dr. Geoffr·ey Wigoder 
Discussion 

Joint Dinner ~ 

'b ., . :9 . c; Jg:< i 
Meeting with Jewish Community - possibly with 
other officials • 

.. P'· :· 

After Meeting; 
Steering Committee to begin work for: 
a. program for action. 
b . possible 'final draft statement. 

I 



[ 

Wednesday~ September 5, 1990 

8 am 

9 am -12 :OO pm 

12:30 -2 pm 

2 pm-5:00 pm 

6:30 

8:30 ~\~ 

12:30-1:30 pm 

Steering Meeting 
R1~, Clvv.~r .. 
Reports from witnesses from various countries . 
Discussion 

' Joint Luncheon 

(
Current upsurge of Anti-Semitism - Session I 
Dr. L. Hirszowicz / ])~· Cw~ke. ... 

·Discussion 

Joint Dinner 
Invite ambassadors of U. s. , Israel, etc. I f-.{ lf i., c".' o 

Steering Committee (continued) 

~-f! ~\"j 2 pm-5: oo pm 

~~~ 
~r' 

\ Upsurge of Anti-Sem~tism 
Discussion (Gu\ ""'-0..111.) 

-- Report on the FIVE POINTS 

Closing 

II (continued) 

1985 AGENDA 



First 
Session 

HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF ANTI-SEMITISM 

PRAGUE 

September 3-4-5-6-1990 (Monday-Thursd.) 

Introduction 

Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period 

David Daube (U of Cal.,formerly Oxford) 
David Flusser (HU, Jerusalem 

Fr. Lawrence Fizzel (Beaten Hal ; 

Second Christian Attitudes towards Jews 
Session 

Third 
Session 

David Bergei (Brooklyn _College) 
Kenneth Stowe 

Poliakof f (~4ris) 

Fr. P.F. Fumagalli (Vatican) 

THERE HAS BEEN A SUG(;ESTION TO COMBINE THESE TWO SESSIONS - OR TO LIMIT THE FIRST 
SESSION TO A BRIEF PRESENTATION, WHILE SESSION TWO SHOULD EMPHASIZE, FROM THE JEWISH 
POINT OF VIEW, nIE BASIS FOR THE "TEACHING OF CONTEMPT." 

Christian Attitudes to Jews in the Modern Period 

Jacob Katz (HU, J~rusalem) 
Wist rich 

Chimen Abramsky (Oxford) 

Fourth Historical Reflections on the Shoah 
Session 

Fifth 
Session 

Sixth 
Session 

Raoul Hillbe~g 
Saul Friedlander 

Personal Witneises 

Jewish survivors,from countries occupied 
by Nazis, bear witness of their experiences 

The -Shoah as reflected in Jewish (Religious) Thought 

Geoffrey Wigoder (Jerusalem 
Motzkin (Boston) _ 

Morl~y 

Christian experiences 

Gazelles 

In addition to the sesslons, _the following additional activities a~e under consideration: 

1. Reception tendered by ~ewish Conmunity of Prague · 

2. President of Czech Republic to participate in the opening session, or to 
prof fer a reception for the participants 

3. Reception and visit by the senior Catholic cleric 



liISl'ORICAL A.~D RELIGIOUS DIMmSICNS OF Ai'l'TI-SD!ITis-f 

- AN INTERDISCIPLINARY EXAMINATION 

September )-4-5-6, 1990 (Monday-Thursday), Prague 

Introduction -

; 

First Session - --Sources of Anti-Jewish Attitudes fo Westo.rn Christian Traditionsx 

\ 
(Patristic period, Medieval Traditions, F.erly_MOd'!rn Period) 

~:-~o~, Prof. Jeremialz (;ohen,~ D'B'Vid ierg~ 
Dr. Do vid Novack (?),I r-iJ,;..W.. P•').--7 111~ '~ s~ 10

""
0 

.. - f, -'tr'·~"'-
Rev. Ll!~r~nce Frizzell (Seton Hall ) 

Msgr. P. F. Fumagalli (Rome) ~, 

~ 9 ~ ~....: "'rr-~ Sec~nd 
~ 

Session -
f:-"~ 

Christian Attitudes and 'Jehavior Toward Jews in thMOrlern Period 

(Post-French Revolutian to Vatican Council II) 

Prof. Peter G11y ('?),Prof. Fritz ::."t~rn (Columbia), Prof_, Wistrtch (Hehr \1n 

!'·iv.... I~ Third 

w~· 

Pro~, Prof Pulzer (Oxford), Ernest Pawel (H'lrzl .. uthor) 
Dr. G'lorge 'larkley (Unfv er Mess., author, ~Vienna and its Ja'l/9 11 ) 

Session - Historical Reflections on the ~oah 

Raoul Hillberg, :iaul Friedlander, David l1yman (?), lrt:lcJ BawidowieB-{.2) 

Robert Jay Lifton (Psychohistorian) 

(~~1.1~c..t. B~ .. u) 

.r 5 ..\-Vo.- ~k. 

Fourth Session f Personal Witne~ses 
Jewish Survivors from Countrie3 occ1.1pied by lfoi ls w1 tness 
to their experiences - - Christian experiences 
- . 

Fifth Session - Current u~surge of anti-Semitism in F.~stern Europe (BSSR, Poland, HUng~ry, 
Rumania, GVR, Czechoslo.vakia), W<!st-2rn Ruror.ie (Germany, Frar.ce, E"glan1, 
Spain, Itsl.Y-, <:?tc, ), exploring role of Church and! St'lte in combatting · 
alliance of fervid netiibaalisms with 9nt1-Je\lish threats ond behavior • 

ntonv P.olon kv lhitY1rei7. Lon1on School of Eco"omics) 
Preperst on o s ra e y to uproot religious an:i racial :;ources of ant!.-Ss':li 

Si«th Session - The :>iloah as reflecte:i !.n Je~ish (9a1 •ut s)'R!otight- c, ..... , ~ 
G'loofrey Wi(toder (Jeruaalem), Motzkin (Boston) 

- llURKGROUPS - three workgroups 11ill be establ.ish~d et the outset of the conference 

to focus end dee pen discussio·--n '.>f issues, an::I to propose concrete ·programs 

for follow-up1 
~d......~v....-.-

1 ) Workgroup on fUrthering siucation an:i public: information about the 

--receptions 

history of anti-Semtism in Western culture ; 

2) Workgroup revisving present manifestionations of ant~-Semitism 
in their various ~oI'!lls - religious, reoial, political, errl proposing 
steps for counteraction 

J) Workgroup focusing on special feetures ,;of ~stern F.urope3n !Inti-Jewish 
upsurge, exa':linlng s pecial role of church and governmentSI in ttorooting 
antdi- iemitism in post-totalitarilln, newly "democratic" socieities. 

s~~ ,~~ 



8:00 p.m. 

NOSTRA AETATE 1990 
THE 25TB ANNIVERSARY 

AGENDA 

Tuesday, September 11, 1990 

Fordham University, Lincoln Center 

- Opening .Plenum 
Welcome: JOSEPH A. O'HARE, S.J., President, 
Fordham University - Pope Auditorium. 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker: JOHN CARDINAL 
O'CONNOR, Archbishop of New York 

Keynote Speaker: ELIE WIESEL, Author and Nobel 
Laureate - Nostra Aetate: 25 Yeats Later - An 
Observer's Perspective 

Wednesday, September 12, 1990 
Fordham University, Lincoln Center 

8:00 9:00 a.m. . Registration 

9:15 10:45 a.m. - Dreaming Together: Jews and Catholics in the 21st 
Century - RABBI A. JAMES RUDIN, National 
Director, Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish 
Committee; and OR. EUGENE FISHER, Executive 
Secretary of Secretariat for Catholic Jewish 
Relations, National Conference of catholic 
Bishops. 

11:00 - 12:30 p . m. - . Concurrent workshops (see .attached list) 

12:45 - 2:00 p.m. - Lunch (Kosher, by invitation only) - host J 
REV. JOSEPH A. O'HARE, S.J., President of Fordham 
University.- Law School Atrium. (80 people). 

2:1s - 3:15 p.m. 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Keynote Speaker: FR. PIER FRANCESCO FUMAGALLI, 
Secretary, Commission of Religious Re.lations with 
the Jews - A Vatican Perspective on Catholic 
Jewish Relations. McNally Amphitheater. 

Concurrent workshops (see attached list) 

- Reception and Dinner (Kosher, by invitation only) 
hosted by the American Jewish Committee at the 
Faculty Dining Room. (100 people). 



.,. 

Speaker: RABBI IRVING GREENBERG, President, 
National Jewish Center for Learning and 
Leadership. 

8 : 00 p.m. Closing Plenum - Pope Auditorium. 

Speaker: (has been invited) THE HONORABLE MARIO 
M. CUOMO, Governor of New York Social Justice: 
The Mandate of Our Tradition. 

Respondent: ALBERT VORSPAN, Vice President, Union 
of America Hebrew Congregation. 

WORKSHOPS 

There will be four workshops in the morning session and four in the 
afternoon. Each workshop will be led by a Catholic and Jewish scholar. 

1) Jewish and Catholic Expressions of Spirituality A Study of 
Inward Spirituality and Social Conscience - REV. DONALD 
MOORE, S.J., Department of Theology, Fordham University; and 
DR. ARTHUR GREEN, President, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College. 

2) Suffering in the Christian and Jewish Traditions: Catholics _ 
and Jews Facing Contemporary Issues - DR. NORA LEVIN, . 
Department of Jewish Studies, Temple University; and DR. EVA 

-FLEISCHNER, Department of Religious Studies, Montclair State 
College, New Jersey. 

3) First Century Christianity and Judaism: The Parting of the 
,/' ways - DR. SHAYE COHEN, Dean, Jewish Theological Seminary; and 

SR. CELIA DEUTSCH, Department of Religious Studies, Barnard 
College, Columbia University. 

4) The Meaning of The Messiah - DR. MICHAEL WYSCHOGRAO, 
·· oepartmen-t of -Philosophy, Baruch College ,; and REV. MICHAEL 

MCGARRY, Rector, Paulist Seminary, Washington, D.C. 

5) The Next Twenty-Five Years: Forging New Relationships Among 
catholics, Jews and Muslims - DR. EWERT COUSINS, Department of 
Theology, Fordham University; MS . JUDITH BANK!, Associate 
National Director, Interreli9ious Affairs, American .Jewish 

-Committee; and DR. SEYYED HOSSLIN NASR, Department of 

6) 

Islamic Studies, Geor9e Washington University. 

Bioethical Challenges to Personal and Human Dignity -
RABBI DAVID NOVAK, Department of R·eli9ious Studies, University 
of Virginia; ~nd DR . BARBARA ANDOLSEN, Department of Religious 
Studies,. Douglas College, Rutgers University. 



7) Israel in the Eyes of Catholics and Jews - REV. DAVID BURRELL, 
Department of Philosophy,university of Notre Dame; and RABBI 
ALAN MITTLEMAN, Department of Religion, Muhlenberg College. 

8) Nostra Aetate: Its Impact on American Jews and Catholics -
REV. JOHN PAWLIKOWSKI, Professor of Social Ethics, Catholic 
Theological Union of Chicago~ and Rabbi Henry Michelman, 
Executive Vice President, Synagogue Council of America. 
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Rabbi Man: H. Tanenba11111 
Chairman &:leri t•s 
American Secretariat 
Synagogu.e Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue · 
New Yort, NY 10016 
(2121686-8670 

European Secretariat 
World Jewish Congress 
1 Rue de Varembe 
1211 Geneve 211. Swiuerland 
1022134-13-25 

Constituent Agencies 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 Easi 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022-2746 
12121 751-4000 

s·nai B"rith lntem;itiOl\81 
1640 Rhode.Island Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 
12021857-6600 

The Israel Interfaith Association 
P.0.8. 7739 
Jerusalem 91.071, Israel 
C02163·52-t2 

Synagogue Council of America 
327 lexington Avenue · 
New Yort, NY IOIJl6 
12121686-8670 

World Jewish Congre1>s 
501 Madison Avenue 
New Yort, NY 10022 
(2121755-577n 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

November S, 1990 

Sir Sigmund Sternberg 
Fax 071 -485-4512 

Dear Siggie, 

~ was pleased to receive your Fax an1 to learn of your Papal 
audience on Friday, November 16. 

For reasons jointly agreed upon by the Vatican and I~CIQ, our meeting 
has been postponed until December 4-6. 

I think it would be import~t for the Pope to issue a statement 
critical of the growing extremism, fanaticism, and fundamentalism 
that is resulting in so much shed~ing of bloei, discord and disharmony 
between religions and nations. 

The laiest ep.,:).sode in J,,\dia betW'een Hindus and M:ualims killing each 
other over the bu.ilding of a Temple to Rama ever a Muslim shrine 
is tha latest episode of such triumphalism. R8ligious people should 
be binding people together in mutual r~spect and fr&in~sh&p not 
alienating them into enemy camps ~ 

I think Rabai ~onathan 5.Qcks' article on "the Inter6aith I!nperative" 
:i.n the Summer 1990 issue of Christian-Jewish relations is excellent 
on this theme. 

Within that context I would make .a major point of Jewish concern aver 
the rising supra-nationalism and anti-Semitism in Eastern Enrope. One 
could W'elcome the recent initiativ~s in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
but much more needs to be done and requires the Pope's · support. 

I hope this is helpful. 

Best regards to Hazel and yourself, and much good luck in Rome. 

Cordially, 



Sir Sigmund Sternberg o.su. KCSG JP 

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street (18F) 
New York 
NY 10128 USA 

Dear Marc 

Star House Grafton Road 
London NWS 480 

Telephone 071·485 2538 
Facsimile 071-485 4512 

Date 
3 December 1.990 

Our ref 
sss/sg 

Your ref 

Marco Morselli 's phone number is 06 832 0414. 
instrumental in se~ting up the Interfaith Network. 
is also involved. 

He has been 
Tullia Zevi 

I would appreciate it if you could let me have your programme. 
I had a fax from David Rosen who is on the executive of ICCJ that 
he will also be in Rome. We had a great deal of problems with 
the Israel Interfaith Movement - he has been very helpful in 
reconstructing it. 

I have sent a fax to Phi l.4-wa-H-.i.t;ehel"l- who runs the .Y£1. ... ti~an .. ~~ 
station and I have asked her to invite you to spea,k. ·lier ·· 
telepnone number is 06 698 4398. 

---""*'~~""~"'· 
With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely 

SIR 
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Star House·. Grafton .. _Aoad 
Lon!1on NWs 48[) 
Telephone ~71-48~ 2538· 
Facsirnile 071-485 4512 

\ 

Rabbi Marc H"Tanenbaum 
45 East 99th street (l8F) 

Date 8 November 19'90 

New York ' 
·NY ·1012e USA 

Out re! sss/sg 

Your ref 

Dear Marc 

. · . . I · shall have· a Papal Audience . next Friday 16 .Nov~mber, together 
with two or three members of the CCJ. . . 

~ would welcome your thoughts on what I should discuss. - The 
obvious -topic is resurg~nce of antisemitism in Europe. -

"' . I would like to be in a position to. say something which he should 
do~ · Have.you -any sugqestio~s. , 

In my diary I have a note that you will be · in Rome . 

Kindly. confirm. 

Yours sincerely 

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG 

. .. t · .· 
. , , \ 

~ .· . 
. . . . ~: . 

.. . 

. . . · . . "' ' . · .. · 
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tDJ 28 '90 15: 47 SYHAGOGUE w..J-lCIL 930 P01 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

memorandum 
to: 

from: 

subject· 

date: 

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, 

Seymour Reich 

Rome Speech 

November 28, 1990 

Please call me no later than Friday morning, ~l a.m., with 
your comments. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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"IJCIC 

Program for Tuesday, December 4, 1990 

A:rrival in Rome 

Transfer to Hotel 

At Rest 

::/3. 

Meeting with Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Teaff 
(Details_ to be communicated) 

Reception tendered by the Ambassador of Israel, Mo 
Via ·~ichele Mercati 12 ~~"l!3'-"~~~~~-,!.~.1?rm~M-~" .itj!~'.!'.:"$).~tt.:;z:~~ 
(Tel ; 3322-.1:541) 
Approx . 4:00 p.m. 

Reception tendered by the Ambassador of the United States to 
th~ Holy See! -Ji9.~~!£~~~~~~*:M~~~y~~' 
at Embassy-Villirto Pacelli Via Aurelin 294 
(Tel. 639-0558) 
Approx . 6-7:30 p.m. 

Caucus Meeting and dinner (at Kosher restaurant - under 
supervision of Rabbinat of Rome) 
Dinner - 8 p.m. · l i 1'...l 11"\ 
Followed~aucus \Jt. {l'V 
~: 



xxvth ANNIVERSARY OF 11NOSTRA AETATE" 
- A Commemoration and Assessment -

Rome, Dec~mber 5-~, 1990 

Wednesday, December 5, 1990 

I. (Closed Session) At Pontifical Council for Christian Unity 

10.00 a.m. Opening: 
Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy 
Seymour D. Reich 

Introduction of Theme: 
Cardinal Johannes Willebrands 
Dr. Gerhart M. R.iegner 

"THE MEANING AND IMPACT. OF "NOSTRA AETATE" ON 
CATHOLIC-jEWISH RELATIONS" 

Presenters: 
Bishop Pietro Rossano 
Dr. Sergio Minerbi 

Discussion 
13.30 p.m. LUNCH 

II . (Closed Session) 

16.00 Continuation of Discussion 

III. (Public Session) At the Lateran University - Paul VI Hall 

18.00 Greeting from the Jewish Community of Italy: 
Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff 

' Mrs. Tullia Zevi 

Opening and Greetings: 
Archbisbop Edward J. Cassidy 
Seymour D. Reich 

"PERSPECTIVES AND ORIE~TATION FOR THE FUTURE OF 
CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS" 

Presenters: 
Cardinal Franz Koenig 
Rabbi Jack ·Bemporad · 

Thursday, December &·, 1990 

11 a.m. At the Apostolic Palace 

MEETING WITH POPE JOHN PAUL ~I 

Introduction: Archbishop Edw~rd J. Cassidy 

Remarks: Seymour D. Reich 

Address by Pope John Paul II 

Presentation to the Pope 



Nov. 29, 1990 

IJCIC DELEGATION 

Chairman: 
Seymou·r D. Reich 

Speakers: 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi 
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner 

Participants: 
Rabbi Pynchas Brener 

~ Rabbi ~ary Bretton-Granatoor 
-Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkr~nz 
_or. L.E. Ehrlich 
..,,. Rabbi Jerome Epst~in 
..... Judah Feinerman 
.P- Professor Rabbi Leon Feldman 

RaSB':r-""Irwiii"Groner - . Maurice Honiqbaum 
Jean Kahn 

... Rabbi Leon Klenicki 
Gunther Lawre·nce 

(Jlt.."'? • • 

.n- Rabbi Henry D. Michelman 
_Mrs. Lisa Palmieri-Billig 
P Rabbi David Rosen 
... Rabbi A. James Rudin 
= Melvin Salberg 

Elan·"steinberg 
~ Dr. Maram Stern 

Kalman Sultanik 
~ . 
....,..Jacques Torczyner 
~abbi Mark Winer 

Dr. Geoffrey Wiqoder 
....---Rabbi Joel Zaiman 

· At Large: 
Rabbi Mark H. Tanenbaum 
Rabb~ Mordecai Waxman 

From Rome: 
Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff 
Mrs. Tullia Zevi 

Constituent Organizations: 

American Jewish committee 

B'nai B'rith International/ 
Anti-Defamation League 

Israel Interfaith Association 

synaqogue Council of America 

World Jewish Congress 



" Nov. 29, 1990 

IJCIC DELEGATIONS 

American Jewish Committee 

Rabbi A.. James Rud in 

B' nai B ' rith. International/Anti-Defamation League 

Dr. L.E. Ehrlich 
Maurice Honigbaum 
Lisa Palmieri-Billig 
Rabbi Leon Klenicki 
Rabbi David Rosen 
Seymour D. Reich 
Melvin Salberg 

Israel Interfaith Association 

Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi 
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 

Synagogue Council of America 

Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor 
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz 
Rabbi Jerome Epstein 
Judah Feinerman 
Prof. Rabbi Leon Fe.ldman 
Rabbi Irwin Groner 
Gunther Lawrence 
Rabbi H~nry D. Michelman 
Rabbi Mark Winer 
Rabbi Joel Zaiman 

World Jewish Congress 

Jean Kahn 
Dr. Gerhart. M. Riegner 
Rabbi Pynchas Brener 
Elan Steinberg 
Dr. Maram stern 
Kalman Sultanik 
Jacques Torczyner· 

At-large 

- SCA 
UAHC 

- RCA 
- us 
- UOJC 
- SCA/IJCIC 
- RA 
- SCA/IJCI:C 
- SCA 
- CCAR 
- SCA 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - former chairman of IJCIC 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman - former chairman of IJCIC 

Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff 
Mrs. Tlillia zevi 



COi\.F'•flSSION 
FOR RELIGIOLiS. REL\TIONS \\.ITH THE JE\\i S 

Pontifio l Council fo r Promo t i ng C hris ti :in L;nity 

XXVth Anniversary of "HOSTRA AETATE" 
Rome, December 5-6, 1990 

Catholic participants 

Archbishop Edward I. CASSIDY, President, Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 

His Eminence Johannes cardinal Willebrands, Emeritus President, 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 

His Eminence Franz cardinal Konig, former Archbishop of Wien 

Archbishop Gilberto Agustoni, Secretary, Congregation for Clergy 
Archbishop Ramon Torrella Cascante, Tarragona 
Bishop Pierre Duprey, M.Afr., Vice-President, Pont.Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Commission for. Religious Relations with the Jews 
Reverend Remi Hoeckman, OP, Congregation for Catholic Education 
Bishop Karl Lehmann, Mainz, President German Episcopal Conference 
Bishop Jorge Mejia, Vice-President, Pontifical Council Justice and Peace 
Bishop Francis J. Mugavero, former Bishop of Brooklyn 
Bishop Henry Muszynski, President, Polish Episcopal Commission for 
dialogue with the Jews 
Bishop Pietro Rossano, Rector, Pont ifical Lateran University 
Reverend Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr., Secretary, Pontifical Council 
for Interreligious Dialogue 
Monsignor Luigi Gatti, Secretariat of State 
Reverend Albert Vanhoye, sj, Secretary, Pontifical Biblical Corrrnission 
Reverend Marcel Dubois, OP, Consultant, Commission for Religi ous 
Relations with the Jews, Jerusalem 
Reverend Jean Dujardin, French Episcopal Commission for the Relations 
with the Jews, Paris 
Reverend Ludger Feldkamper, SVD, General Secretary, Catholic Biblical 
Federation 
Reverend Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Secretary, Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews 
Or Hans Hermann Henrix, Director, Katholische Akademie, Aachen 
Reverend Clemens Thoma, SVD, Director, Institut fUr JUdisch-Christliche 
Forschung, Lucerne 

(December 4, 1990) 

1-00120 Vatican City · Tel. 698.4386/698.3071 

-



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 
IJCIC DELEGATION 

Rome, December 5-6 

Constituent Organizations of the IJCIC: 
- American Jewish Conunittee 
- B'nai B'rith International/Anti Defamation League 
- Israel Interfaith Association 
- Synagogue Council .'Jf America 
- World Jewish Congress 

PARTICIPANTS 

Seymour D. Reich, Chairman of the IJCIC 
Rabbi Jack Bernporad 
Rabbi Gary Bret ton ~ranatoor 
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz 
Rabbi P ynchas Brener 
Dr. Ludwig E. Ehrlich 
Rabbi Jerome Epstein 
Prof. Rabbi Leon A. Feldman 
Rabbi Irwin Groner 
Maurice Honigbau~ 
Jean Kahn 
Rabbi Leon Klenicki 
Gunther Lawrence 
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman 

ef Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi 
Mrs Lisa Palmieri-Billig 
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner 

- Rabbi David Rosen 
!'""Rabbi A. James Rudin 
,-:- Mervin Salberg 

Elan Steinberg 
Dr. Maram Stern 
Kalman Sultanik 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chief Rabbi Prof. Elio Toaff 
Jacques Torczyner 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 
Rabbi Mark Winer 
Rabbi Joel Zaiman 
Mrs Tullia Zevi 
Judah Feinerman 



Cons~itue;.: Organiza:io;.s of :he IJC!C: 
- t\merica:1 Jewish Committee 
- 8'nai B'ri~h Inter:1atio~a l /An:i Defamation League 
- Is=a el I~:e=faith ~ssociation 
- S~nagog~e Council ~f A.~erica 
- ~orld Jew i sh Congress 

PARTICIPA~TS 

Seymour D. R.eich, Chairman of the lJClC 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Rabbi Gary Bret ton --Granatoor 
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz 
Rabbi P y:lchas Bre:-ie!' 
Dr. Ludwig E. Ehrlich 
Rabbi Jerome Epstein 
Prof. Rabbi Leon A. Feld~an 
Rabbi rr~ i n Groner 

Jean J<a hr. 

Rabbi Leon Kl enicki 
G~~the= Lawrence 
~abbi Hen!'y o. Michelman 
D!'. Sergio I. Minerbi 
~=s Lisa Palmieri-Billig 
Dr. Gerhart M. Riery~er 

Rabbi David Rosen 
Rabbi A. Ja~es Rudi~ 

Mervin Salbe!:'g 
Elan St.ei:--.berg 
Dr. Maram Stern 
Kalman Sultanik 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chief Rabbi Prof. Elio Toaff 
Jacques Torczyner 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
Or. Geoffrey Wigoder 
Rabbi Mark Winer 
Rabbi Joel Zaiman 
Mrs T u llia Zevi 
Judah Feinerman 



Catholic participants 

Archbishop Echiard I. CASSIDY, President, Pontifical Council for ProTioting 
Christian Unity, Cormiission for Religious Relations with the Jews 
His eminence Roger Card. Etcheqaray, President, Pont. Commission Justice and Peace 
His Eminence Johannes Cardinal liil lebrands, Emeritus President, 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 

His Eminence Franz Cardinal Konig, former Archbishop of Wien 

Bishop Abdrzj Suski; Vice President, Polish Episc. Comm,~-- for Dialogue with the jews 

Bishop Pierre Duprey, M.Afr., Vice-President, Pont.Council for Promoting· 
Christian Unity. ColTITlission for Religious Relations with the Jews 
Reverend Rerni Hoeckman, OP, Congregation for Catholic Education 

Bishop Frantisek LOBKOWlCZ, Auxiliary Bishop, Prague 
Bishop Jorge Mejia, Vice-President, Pontifical Council Justice and Peace 
Bishop Francis J. ~ugavero, former Bishop of Brooklyn 
Bishop Henry Muszynski, President, Polish Episcopal Commission for 
dialogue with the Jews 
Bishop Pietro Rossano. Rector, Pontifical Lateran University 
Reverend ~ichael Fitzgerald. M.Afr., Secretary, Pontifical Council 
for Interreligious Dialogue 
Monsignor Luigi Gatti, Secretariat of State 
Reverend Albert Yanhoye. sj, Secretary, Pontifical Biblical Cami ssion 
Reverend ~arcel Dubois, OP, Consultant, Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews, Jerusalem 
Reverend Jean Oujardin, French Episcopal Commission for the Relations 
with the Jews, Paris 
Reverend ludger Feldkasnper. SVO, General Secretary, Catholic Biblical 
Federation 
Reverend Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Secretary, Co11111issio·n for Religious 
Relations with the Jews 
Dr Hans Hermann Henrix. Director, Katholische Akademie, Aachen 
Reverend Clemens Thoma, SVO, Director, lnstitut fi.ir Judisch-Christliche 
Forschung, Lucerne 
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06 DIC. 1990 

Short address to the Holy Father by His Excellency Archbishop Edward 
l. Cassidy on the occasion of the Audiente granted to the participants 
of the .Jewish-Catholic meeting in connection with the ,XXVth anni
versary of Nostra Aetate. (6th December 1990) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Most Holy Father, 

. lt is with 9reat joy and profound satisfaction that I have the 

honour of presenting to Your . Holines~ the eminent personalities from 

World Judaism who have come to ~ome on the occasion of the XXVth 

anniversary of the Second Vatic•n Council's Declaration Mostre Aetate, 

which was promulgated by your venerated predecessor Pope Paul VI on 

Octo~er 28th, 1965. 

With these dis ti nqui shed Jewish ·representeti ves. Your Holiness 

sees before you Cardinals, Bishops and scholars from the Catholic 

Church who for many years and with pardcular ·COmt)etence have been 

deeply couimitted to pror.ioting dialogue and cooperation with Jews 

throughout the world. 

Our coming together here in ·Rome in these days i~ itself an 

eloquent witness to the very significant progress that has been made 

in such dialogue and -cooperation over the past twenty-five years .. 

Nostra Aetate was indeed a milestone in this respect, opening the way 

to· a new spirit in our relations. one which you yourself, Holy Father, 

have described as ~eing characterized by "mutual knowledge, 

appreciation and respect". There is now, as you stated on ·that same 

occasion, ••1ove between us" (Address to J(wish leaders on February 

, 5th, , 985). 

Holy Father, on behalf of all here .present, 1 wish to express 

the most sincere and heartfelt gratitude for your constant and 

. untiring teaching and pastoral guidance aimed at fostering an ever 

more brotherly relationship between the Church. and the Jewish people. 
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May God be praised for the way in which Your Holiness leads the Church 

on the way of reconciliation with the Syna~o9ue! 

l should like on this occasion to thank you particularly for 

the genercius _gift which the Holy se·e has recently placed a~ the 

disposal of those responsible for the construction of a centre of 

·prayer and dialogue not far from Auschwitz, and of a Carmel . Convent 

which will be established there. lt is hoped that this centre will not 

only recall, with veneration and emotion the memory of th·e victims of 

the Shoah, as well as others who suffered witl'I them from among the 

polish people and from other nations, but will be an ins?iration for 

all who seek to promote reconciliation and peace for all the nations 

of the world. 

The Commission of the Polish· Bishops• Conference, responsible 

for relations with the Jews, is happy on this occasion to present to 

. Your Holiness the first co;>y of a volume entitled: Jetts and Judaism in 

the Church's 'ctoc&aents and in the teaching of John P:aul 11, which hils 

been prepared with the cooperation of our Commission and printed in 

Cracow for the 25th anniversary of Nostra Aetate. 

Holy Father, may 1 now introduce the Chairman of the 

International Jewish Committee for lnterreligious Consultations, Mr. 

Seymour t<eich. 

--~-------- -- ----- - ------



PRESS RELEASE 

The 25th anniversary of the adoption of Nostra Aetate ("ln Our _ 
Time") by Vatican Council 11 was commemorated in Rome, December 5 and 
6, 1990, at meetings of the Holy See's Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews and the International Jewish Committee for 
lnterreligious Consultations (1JC1C), 

The high level Conference concluded with a meeting held with Pope 
John Paul 11 on December 6, in Vatican City. Statements were made by 
Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy, President of the Holy See's Commission 
for Religious Relations with the Jews, and Sey~our D. Reich, chairman 
of lJClC. 

The purpose of the Conference was to review and assess the 
deve lopments in Catholic-Jewish relations during the past quarter 
century and to project programs for the future. 

The delegates agreed that an historic breakthrough was achieved 
since 1965 which fundamentally changed mutual relations between the 
Catholic Church and the Jewish people. 

The Jewi?h delegation asserted that dialogue has been made 
possible by the fact that Nostra Aetate and other church documents had 
repudiated anti-Semitism condemning it as a sin against God and the 
Church, and affirmed recognition of the ongoing autonomous Covenant of 
God with the Jewish people. 

Papers on these issues were delivered by Cardinal Johannes 
Willebrands, President Emeritus of the Holy See's Commission on 
Religious Relations with the Jews, Or Gernardt Riegner, co-chairman of 
the Governing Board of the World Jewish Congress, Bishop Pietro 
Rossano, of the Lateran University, and Dr. Sergio Minerbi of 
Jerusalem's . Hebrew University. 

The public session was addressed by Cardinal Franz Konig of 
Vienna, and Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman of the lnterreligious 
Affairs Committee of the Synagogue Council of America. 

ln looking to the future, this meeting reaffirmed the principles 
agreed to in Prague on September 5-6, 1990, and committed itsel t to 
their implementation. The primary emphasis of the Rome session 
underscored the need for creating a joint mechanism at the grass roots 
level and to disseminate these teachings throughout the Catholic and 
Jewish worlds . This would include, among other things, education at 
all levels, textbook revision, popular literature, use of the mass 
media, and Conferences. 

Presiding at the sessions were Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy, 
President of the Holy See's Commission for Religious Relations with 
the Jews, and Seymour Reich of New York, Chairman of lJClC. 



Greetings were brought to the evening session by Chief Rabbi Elio 
Toaff and Ms. Tullia Zevi, President of the Union of Italian Jewish 
Communities. 

lJClC is the Coordinating body of the Synagogue Council of 
America, World Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith-Anti-Defamation League, 
American Jewish Committee, and the lsrael lnterfaith Committee. 
Delegates representing these organizations were: 

The Vatican representatives were: 

(December 6, 1990) 



REMARKS OF SEYMOUR O. REICH• CHAIRMAN 
INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRE:LIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

APOSTOLIC PALACE 
VA TlCAN CITY 

DECEMBER 6, 1990 

08 DIC. 1990 

This is a significant moment in the relationship between Chrlstlens and Jews. 
,-

· The delegates of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligloua Consultations 

(known as IJCIC) and the representative. of tha Holy See's Commisalon for Religious 
' , . 

Relations with the Jews, are meeting here in Rome for the commemoretlon of the 25t.h 

ann_i.versary of the Nostra Aetate Declaration. 

The 2.5th anniversary cf Nostra Aetate witnesses the poesibillty of dialogue, of 

Christians and Jews interfacing with each other, as equals, . and conscious cf th~ .. 
challen~es of tt:ils unparalleled time in human history • . 

I 
! 

Since 1965 cur ·two ancient communities of faith ·have ~chleved many 
. 

significant programs eru:i. .accomplishments as we have bullt sturdy and permanent bridge~ 

, of mutual respect, understanding and esteem. between our two communities. We rejoice ln 

these achievements end we pledge to worl< joinrty with our Cathollc colleag~es to nurtur~ 
.. 

and strengthen this vital undertaking. But, of c.ouree, more, much more, remains to be 
•• • 1 

1 
done. 

We represent two distinctly different faltl"ls. We are ttie eplrltusl children oi 
I 

Jerusalem and you are the spiritual children of Rome. At the aame time I am certain that. ... . ' 

we share a common aspiration tl"IQt together we may affirm the fnfinJte value of every; 
- ! 

' 
human life end the advancement of peace among peoples and natlons. I 

! 
The Vatican II Document on the Jewish People and Judai'sm marked a! 

. j 
reckcnlng of the soul, -a change of heart, cf repentance, and a p~osltlve i;-eeponse efter1 

• . I 
• I 

centvries of alienation and Chriatian contemp~ for Judaism. The historic Declaration: 
I 
! 



continues to be an important and timely message, one filled with enormous promise for 

the future. 

This commemoration marks a unique moment in the history of Catholics and 
. . 

Jews. At the same time, we · remember the paat centuries of CathoUc·JewW"i 

relatlons ... centurles of pain, contempt, paraecution, suapicion and hcstUlty. 

We feel the presence of the countless generations of Jews wno suffered 

persecutions because they were Jews . • those who experienced the agoniea of t?e 

Crusadera, the Inquisition, the po!groms and the. 6,0001000 Jewa murdared by the Nazis Jn 

the Shoah, the Holocaust. 

Anti-semltlsm in pre-war Eeat~rn Europe was tragically a common cultural 

currency. Jews were a constant scapegoat for demagogic leaders seeking to rally t~e 

people behind them. . . . . 
Today a new Eastern Europe ls a.wakening _after the enforced slumber of fo~r 

decades of Communism. With the steel blanket of Communist rule remc,ved, Eestet!l 
. . 

Europe le free to strlve for opportunities of freei:fom - freedom .e.~ conscience and freedom 

of religious end political e)(pressicn. 
; 

. l 

' 
I 

Eastern Europe has the free will tc choose between moving forward,· tcwsrct-. 
I 

i 

...bright, progressive and hopefully prosperous future, or moving backward, ta a darker past~ 
. ! 

a past of deetruc:tlve antagonisms and of divisive politics that exploited thcs~ 

antagonisma. 
I 

! ..: 

In Eeetern Europe today we see signs of both. It is heartening to see on~ 
'" -·· l 

Eastern European country after the other embrace the Ideals of democracy and human 

rights. A number of countries nave made real atrldes. 
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But we cannot be unconcerned over signs that antl•aemitlem hae once again 

become political and populist currency in tneea countries, ln desecrations of synagogues 

and cemeteries, In grafittl . on i::ampa.ign posters, ln innuendoes and sometimes more 

blatant pronouncements in th~ . media, frcm political lead~re end occasionally a churcl'r 

leader. We see a familiar and frlghtanlng pattern. 

ihe Jewish community ls gratified that some positive ateps have been taken by 
· Catholic leaders to unequivocally deno·unce and actively counter this trend. 

Just three months ago ln Prague, at a meeting of the International Catholic:.. 

Jewish Llason Committee the Catholic delegates condemned antl·aamltlam aa well as all 

forma of racism aa a sin against Cod and humanity, and they affirme~ that one cannot b~ 
' 

auth~ntlca!ly Christian and engage in antl-semitism. In Prague, the President of the 

Pontlfice! Commission for Rellglous Relations with the Jews, etlrred the world with hi~ •• 

powerful public eall for Christian teahuvah ... repentance ... and of reconc.iliatlcn for those 

bitter i::enturiea of Christian hostll!ty towards Jews and Juda;am. eut<feenl~gful~ 
purposeful action ts always needed tc translate the promise of repentance . an.~ 

reconciliation into concrete re•Uty.) 
The. Prague Declaration devotecf special attention to recent manifestations of: 

anti-semltlsm, pertieular~y ln Eastern end Cen~ral Europe. 
i 

It stressed the need to, 
. .. .. 

dissemlnate the achievements of Nostra Aetate · and past Catholic-Jewish dialogues In'. 
' 

those countries where new political developments have created the possibility for; 
coopers tl ve work. 

' 
j 
i 
;" 

Recognizing the importance of widening the teachings cf Nostra Aetate, the: 
~ I 

Prague meeting noted witn satisfaetlon the establishment of joint Jewiah-Chrlstian lialaon! 
. I 

Committees in Czechosfovakia end Hungary and the dlssemation by Church authorities in) 
' 



Poland of official documents ln the Polish language concerning Cathollc·Jewish relatlo~s. 

Notwithstanding these efforts it is sad to note that antl-semitism still manifests itself ln 

these end other countries. 

The Prague Declaration stressed that eyst=matic efforts muat be med~ to 

uproot sources of rellglous antl-semitism wherever they appear through the publicaticn Qf 

texts, priestly training, liturgy and the usa of Catholic media, and lt recommended a six . ! 
point plan to combat the resurgence: of anti-semltlsm In Eastern and Central Europe. 

• I 

Such actlon ia critically needed today in th~ struggle against entl·e•mitism. 

The memory of the Shoah, the Holocaust, haunts all of ua, and you recently reminded th'e . 
I 
i 

world of that horror when you declared at the June 5. 7, 1990 meeting of Euro pear 

Bishops: 

Perhaps in no other war in history has ma.n been so thoroughly trampled 
. ' 

upon in his dignity and fundamental rights. An er.he of the humtuation 
I . 

end even desperation caused by· euch an experience could be heard in . . 
•- I 

! 
the question often repeated after the War; How can we go on.living 

i 

after Auschwitz? Sometimes another question presented itself; Is lt 

s~Ul ~09s.ible to speak about Clod after Auechwitt? . \ 

We ap;Jaud your continuing efforta· Jn publicly condemning antl·oemltlam. wJ 
are hopeful that your condemnation will influence Eastern European leedsrahlp who atil I 

continue expressing anti-aemltlc remarks ln their polltlcal actlvltiea. The Catholld 

Church's effort to eradicate antl-semitlsm, a sinful aocial pathGlogy, must Increase and 
. . -·r 

intensify throughout ·the world, end this effort la especially needed today in newly freed 

Eastern Europe. 



; . 

Wlth regard to the Carmell te convent at Auschwitz, we ncte with eatisfactlon 

that a new center is under construction. We also warmly welcomB last yearie declaration 
. . 

by the Commission on Religious: Refatlons with the Jews that gave full support to the 

implementation of the 1987 Geneva Agreement. 

As noted in Prague, we continue to aee tne need, already envisaged, for cloaer 
! 

and more rapid cooperation and exchange of lnformatlan between IJCIC end the Holy se'e 
I 

In order to avoid future misunderstanding and t.o actively addreaa concerns within our tw.o 

·communities. i 
I 
I 

! 

We also express the hope .. ·that the propoaad··unlversal Cetechlsm for th~ 

Church wlll ref le ct the teachings and perspectivaa of the Second Vatican Council and th~ 
. .. i 

rich fruies of the past 25 years of positive Catholic·Jewlsh relationa. We hope that it wlil 
I 

. ! 
avoid any reference of contempt denigrating th~ role of .J~wa and Judaism In God's deslgni 

We lcok forwerd to the off iclel Catholic ·document. on the Shoah, the niatorlc~l 
. I 

background of anti-semitl&m, and Its contemporary manifestations. Thia document, thr 
, ·- I 

promulgation cf which was announced in 1987, ls urgently need~d.tc educate and t~ 

sensitize the human family to thit ev1ar present danger .of antl·semltlam Jn ali it11 insidioa& 
. I 

I 

forms. A1 the same time, we hope that Vatican archival material will be made acossaibl• 
I 

for bat.ter understanding· of the darkest period in Jewish history • 
. • 

One of those ugly forms la clei;irly ·recognized in tlie dcc1.1ment, The C!iur.oh and 

Reclsmr Towards A More F"raternel Society, published by the Pontifical Commission f~~ 
. Justlca end Peace in 1988: . . I 

,'I. 

... Ant\•Zionism ... serves as a screen for antl•semltlem, feeding on Lt an 

leading to it. 



We ere particularly pleased that the Roman Catholic Bishops cf the Unlte~ 
! 

Ste.tea have publicly c:alled for the rescinding of the lnf amcus United Nations Gener~l 

Assembly Resolution of 1975 that calls Zionism, the national liberation movement of th~ 

' 
Jewish people, e "form of raclem.11 Thia odlous Resolution has been an invitation tp 

' 
denigrate end persecute the Jewish people. It must be rescinded. And your voice In thl~ 

i 
, effcrt would be appropriate. 
I 

At the heart of Jewish self definition ie a profound love for the Land of Israel:, 
. I 

and for the Holy City of Jerusalem. And the modern atate of Israel is an embodiment of 
i 

Jewish identlt~, Jewish hopes, and Jewish faith. For millennia the Jewish people~ 

wherever they lived in the Dlaspcre, constantly prayed, "Next year in Jerusalem!" Now 

that prayer, that dream, has been realized In our Ufetlme. 

Like you, we share the belief that true peace wlll come to that troubled regiory . ' 

of the world when nations "shall beat their swords into plowsher~s, and their spears into . 
pruning hooks", wheQ 11natibn shall net lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

- I 

war any more.11 . . .. i 
We-believe that fu.l~ and formal diplomatic relatlona between the Holy See an1 

the state of Israel will dramatlcally and substanUvely advance the cau~e of p~ace. Tht 
I 

ncrmellzatlon cf relations will ·send a strong signal to those nations that are ·stui .... . I . 
committed to the destruction of Israel. We live at a ttme when long held Ideologies are: 

being abandoned in many perts of the world, and when new lnltiative1 for peace are taking! 

place every day. Physi~al, polltlcal; and psychological walls arid barriers between peoples! 

are falling everywhere. No~· la the time_ for the full ripening of relaticns between the! 

Holy See end the state of Israel. 
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•• 

i 

In ttie new .and positive atmosphere that l"las developed alnce the Sec::on~ 

Vstlcan Council, we welcome end encourage the examples of Cathollcs and Jews workin~ 
' 

together on a host of social concerns in many countries. We llve in a world of painful 

cantradlctlona; While we have achieved much in science and technology, mllllone of our 

fellow human beings are &tlll dying of hunger. We have sent a person to the moon, bu~ 

mill.Iona stlll can ·not read or write; we have aolved many myaterlee of the human mlnd, 

· but bigotry and prejudice still remain widespre~d. We have achieved much In er~, 

literature, end muaie, hut we still debase millions of h\Jman beings who are created ln the 

image of God. 

As Catholics and Jews we share many morel principles and valuea lncludlnQ 

freedom of the human conscience, religious liberty, human rights, and opposition to all 

forms of racial, ethnic, and religious discrimination. This cammamoratlon of the 25tf.I . . 

anniversary of Nostra Aetate la an appropriate tlme to re-pledge oureelves to work for 

these vital goals. 

. . Dialogue is a process that gees through different stages of development end 
·-- \ 

crisis, meaningful steps forward end sometimes steps backward, but dialogue l~ a reality 

that requires patience and constant communicatlan. . . -· 

We are hopeful that 01ur meetings a.nd ongoing conversations will project S: 
. . ' 

sense of friendship and mutual respect that ia· deeperately needed In a world plagued wit~ 

allenation and the denial of human rights. . I 
• j 

In the Jewish tradition we are taught that "cur day here upon earth la ahort,! 
111 

and we are sluggish. in performing our d~tiea, but. the reward le great, and God,· our! 

Creator, ·ia most urgent. But it is not incumbent up~n us to complete our work, but! 

neither are we free to desist from it." I 
I 
I 
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So much more needs to be done, but at least after 2) years, we can say wl~h 

confidence that we have not desisted from cur task. Indeed, I believe that we have only 

begun our work. 

Thank you. 

• a -
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' 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMllTEE 
ON INTERREUGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

December 13, 1990 

Dear IJCIC_Member 
of the constituent agencies 

?LEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE CHANGED THE TIME OF OUR 
MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 TO 1:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, at 1:30 P.M. in the 
off ices of the Synagogue Council of America 

The agenda will i~clude a review and discussion of the 
results of the Rome meeting of the Vatican Commission 
for Religious · Relations with the Jews and IJCIC. 

We wi11 begin the prel iminary discussion of -the 
implementation of the Prague declaration . 

Enclosed is relevant background material and news items 
culled from various sources. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING YOU ON WEDNESDAY and thank 
you for your cooperation and continued interest. 

With Chanukah greetings , 

Seymour D. Reich 
Chairman 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMIITEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

December 13, 1990 

Dear IJCIC Member 
of the constituent agencies ~ 

f le~ /Vg/iJ 02"~,,.,,'fh~~ ~~~r ra , 
THERii WILL 'm.e-=MrinBoR'i'ANT MEETIN1\ GF THE IJCIC MEM8~S I ~o 
ON ,.__ ~~ 

I :Jo J'"M.t-'1 ·' · 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, at ~2 fi9GR (? ·aefi) in 
the off ices of the synagogue counclf of 
America 

The agenda will include a review· and discussion of the 
results of the Rome meeting of the Vatican Commission 
for Religious Relations with the Jews and IJCIC. 

We will begin the preliminary discussion of the 
implementation of the Prague declaration . 

{;?bc...ui~ /~ 
.Under sepa:r:ato c~ yeu w.i lJ receive relevant 
background material and news items culled from various 
sources. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING YOU ON WEDNESDAY and thank 
you for your cooperation and continued interest. 

With Chanukah greetings, 

·. 

Seymour D. Reich 
Chairman 



'·· 

i . ·~ -

. /iflJ!l DEC ~-w.;;R 13. "i9;;"" p• - · • _;_ pe···+&E .. ga. 0A1iv iVE-Ws ·auLLti1Ni 
c::!::JL• · • • ( : +"- - 10• "" 06 °'§, !" , w e 

CHURCH GROUP SCORED FOR ORA \\1NG 
PARALLEL BETWEEN IRAQ AND ISRAEL 
By Debra Nussbaum Cohea 

NEW YORK. Dec. J2 (JTA) -.. Leaders of the 
Reform movement have sharply criticji~d cff orts 
by the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA to link the Persian Gulf crisis to the 
fsraeli-Palestinian conflict. 

At their biannual general board meeting on 
Nov. 15, leadc:rs of the church group adopted a 
statement saying that ••active U.S. efforts to 
implement U.N. Security Council resolutions 
relating to the occupation or Kuwait by Iraq 
stands in inarked contrast to U.S. negligence 
regarding the implementation of Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338." 

Those resolutions call for IsraeH wi1hdrawal 
from terrhory taken in the Six-Day War of 1967. 

The council represcnrs 32 major Protestant 
and Orthodox churches with about 80 million con· 
sregants in this country, including the Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Episcopa Han denominations. 

" The U.S. government•s condemnation of the 
m~ssacre on the Haram al·Shadf /TempJe Mount 
and its endorsement of a U.N. mission to the oc
cupied territories was a welcome departure from 
past policies," the statement also said. 

"The failure of the U.S. government to take 
any substantive measures to oppose the Israeli oc· 
cupation, however, weakens the erf ect of its ap· 
propriate outrage over Iraqi aggression." 

Rabbi Jerome Davidson, chairman of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congrega.tions' inter· 
religious committee, said he was ••surprised that 
ihe NCC would h:i.ve gone along with this ploy of 
Saddam Hussein's and other Arab leaders to link 
the two situations. 

'"This is an unf ortunat~ position for NCC to 
take when they want to build a stronger relation· 
ship with Israel," he said. 

Davidson and Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, 
the committee's director, sent an open letter to 
rhe council's Jeaders on Nov. 29, calling the 
parallel .. a moral obscenity." 
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No Rentv To VA HC Complaint 
The Reform leaders have not yet heud any 

response from council officials. The group's 
position. and its silence to the UAHC complaint 
could weaken the relationship between the two 
groups, according to Bretton·Granatoor. 

Leaders of the two religious organizations 
meet periodically with each other and with other 
groups to discuss incerfaith issues as they arise. 

"This is a very troublesome, difficulr issue 
that has not only spiritual and theological impor· 
tance, but real political implications as we!J," 
Brcnon-Graoatoor said. 

••we would like to meet with them soon. 
Unless there ls a real commitment to hammer 
these issues out. it could eventually cloud inter· 
religious dialogue in the months ahead. 

"We've made tremendous progress (on inter· 
religious CO!l¢erns) in the last couple of years," 
he said. "This could scuttle a lot of the things 

· that we're doing." 
According to Dr. Jay Rock. director of the 

council's Christian-Jewish Relations Office, "We're 
glad to talk to them. Wc;re open to further 
convers3tion. We have had a good relationship 
with the Union for a long time." 

Bur he acknowledged his group has ••not 
made a formal response yet, and it's hard to 
know how we will follow up.n 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES; 
WITH EXCEPTION OF WJC, JEWISH LEADERS 
PLEASED WITH MEETINCS AT TUE VATICAN 
By Debra N11$$baiu11 Cobu 

NEW YORK, Dec. 11 (JT A) - Jewish leaders 
who mer last week with Pope John Paul II have, 
for the most part, expressed satisfaction with 
lhcir two days or talks al the Va1ican. 

But one Jewish leader just back from Rome 
called the meeting, the first of its kind with the 
pope: in three years, ... mixed bag." 

"In many· ways procedurally and substantive· 
ly, our concer as were no1 addressed," said Elan 
Steinberg, executive director of 1he World Jewish 
Congress, who piuticipaced in the: talks. 

The WJC is one or five constituent groups of 
IJCIC, the In1ern:i.tion:il Jewish Committee on 
Inrerreligious Consultations, which is the group 
designated to represent world Jewry in dialogue 
wilh the Vatican. 

The other constituent groups of IJCIC arc 
the American Je~·ish Commi1tee, B'nai B'rith 
International/Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith, Israel Interfaith Committee and Synagogue 
Council of America. 

As far as mos1 of the IJCIC delegates were 
concerned, the go:ils or the trip to the Vatican 
were achieved. 

"All we were looking for was a confirma· 
tion, by the pope, of the Prague declaration, 
which he gave 10 us unequivocally," said IJCJC 
Chairman Seymour Reich. "In fact, he went 
beyond 1hc language of Prague, which called for 
dissemin:ition {of the: new church reachings), and 
he called for implementation." 

The Rome visit, commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of "Nos1ra Aetate," the Second 
Vatican Council's document th3t redefined the 
Cstholic Church's relationship with Judaism, was 
intended to be largely cerem.onial, Reich said, 
unlike the working meeting becwccn C:uholic and 
Jewish l~aders in Prague three months earlier. 

Pope Sac On A 'Throne-Like Chair' 
Ou1 or 1he Prague meeting came a church 

s1atement decrying anti-Semitism as a sin, as well 
as guidelines for i111plernenting new church teach· 
ings on Judaism. By contrast, .. Rome was theater, 
to some extent," S3id Reich, who represents B'nai 
.B'rith on IJCIC. 

One of the procedunl clements of the Rome 
trip that upset WJC's Steinberg was one that left 
most or the 30 IJCIC representatives discomfited. 

The pope was seated on an elevared platform 
in what Stein berg called "a throne-like chair" 
when he met wich Jewish leaders on the morning 
of Dec. 6, leaving IJCIC's chairman to address the 
pontirf from the floor below. 

The Jewish representatives were expecting 
the meeling to take place on equal terms, phy
sically as well as polltically, and were taken by 
surprise when they saw the layout or the room. 

''I was uncomfortable,'' conceded Reich. 
V11tiean of'l'ici:ds explained to JJClC that the 

room was the only one available to :iccommodate 
the group, which wu l3rger than had originally 
been agreed upon. 

Jn order to make up for the imbalance in 
the private meeting, the pope spent time after· 
ward informally chatting with each IJCIC delegate. 

Most participants felt there was no intended 
ho3tile mess;i.gc in 1he seating arrangement, ;i.nd 
they said, in fact, thllt the atmosphere w:is warm. 

"The: fact that there were no religious 
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symbols la that room was ven !rnoorto.nt. because 
tflere usuall " served Rabbi Jack Bcm orad, 
director of intc:rreligious affairs or the Sylla• 
gosue Council. • 

''Besides," said Bemporad, "the real Issue ls 
not wliere the pope sits, but what lie says:" 

Sent Prouns Op Rrcog11ltlo11 Of Juul 
Still, Steinberg was unhappy with what he 

called the JJCJC "audience with 1hc pope." 
WJC particip.anu were also dissatisfied 

because they wante,d to achieve moi-e progress on 
the Va1icao's willingness to establish lull diplo
ma1ic relations witb Israel, Steinberg said. 

The Vatican "clearly communicaled that 
thc:re is nothing on 1hc immediate horizon as far 
as diplomatic relations with Israel," he said~ .. We 
may well have reached 1hc theoretical limit of the 
po!itic11l dialogue between us." 

As a result, the WJC .. ii likely to give a 
lower priority to Vatican-Jewish relations lo 1he 
future," Steinberg said. 

The Vaticsn has long emphasized that it 
considers diplomatic relations with Isnel a politl• 
cal mailer rather than a religious one, and one 
that is addressed through different channels th.an 
meetings devoled to the rellglous relationship 
between the two faiths. 

In Rome, Archbishop Edward Cassidy, pres!· 
dent or the Vatican's Commission on Religious 
Relations With the Jews, arnnged a meeting 
between the Jewish leaders and the new Vatican 
deputy secretary. or state, Monsignor Jean-Louis 
Tauran, whose ;sppointtnent had been announced 
less than a week earlier. 

That meeting es1:i.blishc:d a ro.-mal political 
relationship between IJCIC and th~ VaticaG to 
deal with such issues as recognition or lsraeL 

ln :iny case, "Israel is not interested, in this 
stage, in pushing for full diplomatic relations with 
the Vatican," said ,Sabbi Marc Tanenbaum. a·Cor· 
mer chairman of IJCIC who pa.rticip:itcd in the 
Rome ·meetings and was present when "Nostr:i 
Aetatc" was issued 2' years ago. 

"Israel docs t1ot want to Invite Vatican 
pressure for a Palutinian homeland, and so it iJ 
in Israel's interests 10 rem:tin relatively silent," 
he said. 

Opnosltlon T9 Brat!Ctc31lgn Vo!ud 
Jewish opposition to the proposed beatlflca· 

tion of Queen Isabella of Spain was also cornmun· 
icated during the Rome meetings, according to 
Reich. Jt was Isabella and King Ferdinand who 
ordered the expulsion or Jews from Spain in 1492. 

"One Vatican ,official asked for doc\lmcnta• 
tioc about our concerns relating to Queen Isabel· 
la. And I replied tlult they have: that information 
in their own archives." R.eich related. "It's not 
our burden to document that Co.- them. The 
history of that period is well known. .. 

The next step in the Catholic-Jewish dia· 
logue will be the establishment of joint commit• 
tees to implement the church's revised teachings 
about Jews and Judaism. teachings shat have no1 
yet reached the world's &00 million Catholics on 
the grass-roots level, Jewish le11dcrs said. 

Initial meetings between .JJCIC aad Arch· 
bishop Cassidy arc expec1ed to be scheduled 
within a few months, they said. 

"It's time to roll up our sleeves," sald 
Reich. "Prague was lhe big event of the year, 
and now the pope has given the declaration his 
full suppor1. It Is up to us to establish the mecb• 
ani:sms to implcmenl that." 



Tur. U'."111~1. ro~ rus r Sot11100. Dm.'IBER 8, 1990 D11 

RELIGION 
Pojpe~ Jewish Leader§ Confer to Bui.lid Under§tanffin.g 

By Clare Pedrick 
5-cYlt11heW~ot1POlt . 

VATICAN CITY-In a meeting that both 
sides said was an important bridge·building 
exercise, a 30-member international dele· 
Rat ion of Jews spent an hour Thursday with 
l'ope John Paul II, discussing how to heal 
old wounds and·avoid misunderstandings. 

The encounter was the lirst between Jew· 
ish leaders and the pope since 1987, the year 
the pope met wilh Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim and thus·angered some Jews. 

The lensiQll caused by that event and 
controversy over a Carmelite convent at 
lhe site of a World War II death camp in 
Poland have now been largely resolved, said 
Rabbi Seymour D. Reich, chairman of the 
Anri·Oeramation League of B'nai Il'rith. 

"This is the beginning of a new chapter 
for us." he said after meeting with the pope. 
"There were tensions over the years. The 
Carmelite convent was one. The meeting of 
the pope with Waldheim and with I Palestine 
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasserl 
Arafat was another. I think we are back on 

track in terms or dialogue at this level." 
After Thursday'9 meeting, Vatican offi· 

cials said they would set up a direct line o( 
communication with Jewish leaders to try to 
avert further rifts. Reich, of Great Neck, 
N.Y .. said the aim wu to enable both aides 
"to deal with political matters that are·sen· 
ailive to the Jewish community.• 

The Holy See also revealed plans to grant 
$100,000 toward the completion of a new 
convent that will house the Carmelite sis· 
ters, Reich said he had been told that the 
new site, which was close to but not actually 
on the camp srounds, should be ready be· 
fore the end or neJtt year. 

High on the agenda al Thursday's meet· 
ing was antisemitism in Eastern and Central 
European countries, especially Poland and 
Hungary, which have predominantly Cath· 
olic populations. 

The Polish·barn pope, who previously 
had condemned antisemitism, eJtpressed 
sympathy at the meeting, and added, ·An· 
tisemitism does not only ex.isl in the East. It 
can also be found in the West.• 

"17zis is the beginning of 
a new chapter for us. 
17wre were tensions over 
the years. The Carme/ite 
convent was one •... 
I think we are back 
on track in terms 
of dialogue at this 
level." 

- Rabbi Seymour 0. Reich 

Catholic and Jewish leaders have aRreed 
to a six· point plan to combat anlisemitism in 
the former Communist countries of Europe. 
It will'include setting up joint commitlees to 
monilor and deal with racist incidents as 

I hey arise and teaching in S(hools and theo
logical colleges about the danger of racism. 

The Vatican also has said it wiU use its 
innuence to support the introduction or leg· 
islation against racial and religious discrim· 
ination in the new European democracies. 

Officially, Thursday's Jewish-Catholic 
meeting was called lo mark the 25th aMi· 
versary of "Nosrra Aerare: lhe document 
produced by the Second Vatican Council in 
1965 and intended to end centuries of fric
lion by proclaiming that 1oday'sJews ca Mot 
be held responsible for the death of Jesus. 

In September, a four-day gathering in 
Prague of members of the Holy See's Com
mission for Religious Relations with the 
Jews and a delegation from the lntemation· 
al Jewish Committee on lnterreligious Con· 
sultations went several steps further, pav· 
ing the way for Thursday's meet.ing. 

In Prague, papal emissary Archbishop Ed· 
ward I. Cassidy affirmed that antisemitism is 
a sin. Cassidy also asked forgiveness on behalf 
of all Roman Catholics for antisemitism that 
had iii the past, he admitted, "found a place In 
Christian thought and practice." 

On Thursday, Pope John Paul added his 
personal endorsement 10 what has become 
known as the Prague declaration,- and 
stressed Jews' special place in hi$tory, 
speaking of "the absolure singularity Of 
God's choke of a particular people: • 

He did not comment on the Vatican'a re· 
sistance to granting official rec.ognitioll ro 
the stale of Israel. 

Expressing disappointmen1, Reidi .. said 
that in a later meeti11g with the Holy Set"s 
newly installed foreign minister, Archbishop 
John·Louis Tauran, the Valiafi had made it 
clear it would withhold recognition.uati) the 
issues of Israel's harden, the atarus oJ Je
rusalem and of the Palescinian people_ had 
been settled. 

"We anticipated that response. We have 
heard it in the past,· Reich said. "Biii ~ 
continue to make this request lo our Cafh. 
olic friends because it represents something 
very basic to us, and because there on be 
no lull normalization of relations between 
the Catholic and Jewish communities. until 
the Vatican has fully normaliud its ·reia. 
tions with the Jewish state." · • 
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Pope Endorses Statement on Anti-Semitism 
By PETER STEINFELS 

.\tttung ,..,th an iniemational dele· 
~)~•on from Jewish "organit.atlons in 
:~ •• \'alican. Pope John Paul II en' 
~ ~rsE'd a s1atement yes1erday drawn 
::~ lhrtt months ago acktiowledging 
:~.al some aspecu of Calholic ieach!ng 
Jod pracllce had fosiered anll-Semi· 
: :;m and oulllning plans for combaling 
'' s re-..mergence In Eas1em Europe. 

l"'he Pope ulled for implemen1alion 
011 the conclusions reached by Jewish 
.. n.t Aom3n Catholic represtn1a1ivu at 
" :<1nference 1n Seplember in Czecho· 
.. :\ akla. 
:~e Prague s1a1emen1 branded·anli

' • .,-.,:ism "a sin against Cod and hu· 

manily" and said that the church 
should repent for the antl·Semlllsm 
that had found a place in Catholic 
though I and behavior. 

Speclal lnstrucllon Urged 
Among pracucal measures lor com· 

bating It ln Eastern Europe, the 
Prague starement had urged the rrans· 
lallon of recenr church documents on 
Catholic-Jewish des and their wide dis· 
semlnation. II also called for special in
srrucr Ion ror prlut1 and seminarians 
and the eSlabllshment of joint Ca IMllC· 
Jewish commissions in each coun1ry,. 

"No dialogue be1ween Chris II ans and 
Jews can overlook the painful and rer-

rible experience ol the Shoah," 1he 
Pol"' said, using lhe Hebrew rerm lor 
lhe Nazi effon 10 ex1ermina1e Eu· 
rope•s Jews. 

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman ol 
lhe lnrerreligious Affairs Office ol the 
Synagogue Council of America, said 
lhat the endorsemenl guaranreed that 
lhe Prague sraremenl would nol "be· 
come just one of hundreds of decla ra
tions," but a "core document" for 
Calhollc-Jewish cooperalion. Yesrer· 
day's meeting, he said when reached 
by telephone in Rome, should over· 
come the skep1icism of Jews who ques· 
lion whether rhe Pope fully backed lhe 
s1a1emen1s made by Vatican olllcials. 

Al the beginning of 1he session, Arch· 
bishop Edward I. Cassidy, who heads 
rhe Vattcan's Commission for Rell· 
glous Relations With rh& Jews, an· 
nounced lhal lhe Pope had recenlly 
senr to Poland the funds pledged for a 
new srrucrure being buill 10 relocaie 
lhe Carmellie nuns whose convenr ar 
rhe s lle of the Auschwllz camp had 
srralned Calhollc-Jewlsh rles. 

The meeting wllh lhe Pope was pan 
of a rwo-day conference marking rhe 
25th anniversary ol Nosrra Aetare, rhe 
Second Vatican Council's declaration 
on Calllollclsm and non-ChrlsUan rel· 
gions, which recognized a close union 
between Chrls1lanily and Judaism and 
condemned the belief thal the Jewish 
people were to be held responsible lor 
rhe dearh of Jesus . 

Nosrra Aelale "marked a reckoning 
ol the soul, a change of heart" ond "a 

positive response alter centurle• ol 
allenatlon," Seymour Reich told the 
conference. Mr. Reich 11 chairman of 
lhe lntematlonal Jewish Commlllee on 
lnterrellgious Consulralions, the Jew· 
Uh umbrella group with which whom 
lhe Valican has dealt since the Vatican 
Council. 

'Almost• Radlc•I Honeaty> 
Both Catholic and Jewhh panlcl· 

pants said that lhe armosphere ol Ille 
meellng wu "cordial" and "open." 
Ra~b! Marc Tanenbaum called the 
con erence "extremely reallsllc, more 
so than many orher meellngs" and 
marked by "almosr a radical honesty." 

He said that Bishop Ple1ro Rossano 
had warned Lllal progress In Catholic
Jewish relallons was hampered when 
Jewish organizations Issued sweeping 
auacks on lhe Pope or rhe Catholic 

Chun:ll ar When the relation• between 
the two 1raup1 were portrayed In very 
bleak terms. Rabbi 1anenbaum called 
Bishop Rouiml:-\llr-rl!l:ll>tOl lhe 
Lateran Unlvenlty In Rome, "a 
trusted friend of !he Jewish people." 

"We have arrived at a 11age where 
we can dtscuSI whatever Is disturbing. 
and see these. quesllon1 from the 
olhert' paint of view," Archbishop Cas
sidy aald In a telephone lnrervlew alter 
lhemee1tng. 

During the conference Jewish dele
gares urged lhe Vatican to e11abllsh 
full dlplomallc relatlons with the srare 
ot Israel. In a 4~mlnure meellng wllh . 
lhe delegallon, Msgr. Jean-1.wl• Tau. 
ran, deputy 10 the papal i;ecreruy or 
stare, cited the Vatican's reasons for 
not recognizing Israel - unresolved 
border1, lhe sracus of Jerusalem and 
the Paleatlnlans• Jack of a homeland. 
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He wants to visit 'Holy Land' 

Pope meets Jewish leaders 
VATJCAN CITY (Re11ter)-kw~h 
leader Seymour Reich (.lrge\'I Popt" 
John Paul yc;:;terday to establish dip· 
lomatic r~'"l~ivm with Israel a.rid ~aid 
he was 14''lrrned abom new antisemi
tism in the pontiffs n.-.th·e Polan,1. 

The pope, speakin~ at th.: ~nd of 
the highe:>t·kvel meetings between 
Rom~n Ca[holics and Jews in three 
years, told ](!wish le<i~c~ rhat he 
would like w visit the Hoh· Land 
one day. · 

In a significant acsture of nood· 
will. the pope apprci~cd a SIOC).O(J(l. 
Vatican conrribution toward the 
buiiding of a prayer cent-er to Muse 
n:ms-who \~·ill move out of a convent 
at the former Nazi death camp at 
Ausctiwiti in Poland, a spokesm11n 
s;,Jd. 

The di:;pure over the nuns. who 
!asr February agrted to move to the 
nc:arb)' pra1•er .:entc:r wh~n comDLet· 
~ci - tl~~u~ht Catholic-Jewish iela
tion$ to one of their lowest points. 

''We bclkve that ·tu11 il.nd formal 
diplomatic relations ~tween the: 
Holy See and the state: oi Israel lliill 
dramatically and substantively ad-

v:mce the cause of the p.:ace." said 
Reich. 

Reich. chairman of -1he lnterna· 
tional J~wish Committee on Inwrre· 
ligio~:> Consultation:; WCic'). told 
the pope in a referenc~ to bard-line 
Arab countries such a:; Iraq and S}:r. 
1a: "The normalization of relat.ions 
will ~end a strong signal to those 
nallons that are still committc:!.1 co 
the destruction of IsrdeL ·• 
_ 1:'he Vatican supports lsrtzc:J's 

ngnt ro exist and its nec:ds for 1iafe 
borders. But before csrablishin·• 
diptom•1tic ties it ~'<1nts a n:solurio~ 
to the Pa!estinian qu~stion and i11-
ternational protection for J<.orusalc:m 
?Sa ~"ity~cre.d to Chri:.rianity. Juda· 
ism and Islam. 

At lhe end of the: mec.ting the 
pope told Rabbi David Rosen of 
Jerusalem: •;J hope one day ~o be: 
able to ,·isit the Holv Pbces." 

"That u.:ould be our joy,'· RO$¢n 
rc:.pondcd. -

~n his address to the pope, -Reich 
said the return of democracy in 
Eastern Europ'! had brought with it 
"a fa~ihar. a,nd t"rightening" p:utern 
of a1~t1.sc:rmt1sm. 

"We cannot ~ unconce_rned o\·er 
signs that aotisemitism has once 
again become political and populist 
cum~ncy in these countri.?s, in del>e· 
crati_ons of synagogues and cemeter
!C:S! in grafinj. \;n eamEJaign posters. 
m mnuendo~::s:~nd ·soinetimes more 
blatant pronouncements in the me
dia. from political leaders and occa
sionally a church kader :· .Reich 
said. 

Bur-the Jewish leaders said they 
were happy that the pope c::ndorsed 
a j~inr statement last September by 
an tn£ernau;..mal Cathnlic-Jewish li
aison committee in Prague which 
branded antisemitism as •·a sin 
ag:iin$t God and humanity". 

"This is !he beginning of a new 
chaptt=r for ·1.1s ... We are back on 
track." Reich said. 

The two days of meetings com
memoratc-J the ~5th annivc:rsary of 
the: Second Va11c3n Council docu
ment -"'O.'ilN1 .4e1me (In 01.1r Tim~). It 
t1atly ri:pudiated the notion of -col
lec_tivt.' Jewish guilt for Christ's 
death wd urged inter-faith dia· 
IOgu~. 

P.l/1 
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Pontiff 
Scorns 
Hatred 
Of Jews 
Backs far-reaching 
anti-Semitism fight 
By Ruth E. Gruber 
:-OE.,,."SOAY SPECIAL CORRESPO="DE:-OT 

• 

Vatican City - Pope. John Paul II, meeting with 
international Jewish leaders yesterday, endorsed a. 
widespread battle against anti-Semitism. 

He did so by approving a declaration that de
nounces hatred of Jews as sinful and calls for mea
sures to fight it, particularly in Eastern Europe. 

But the Pope did not mention the resurgent anti
Semitism in Eastern Europe, including his native Po
land, and several of the Jewish leaders said they re
main concerned that the high-level improvements in 
Jewish-Catholic relations have not reached the grass 
roots in such countries. They also said they were dis
appointed by the Vatican's continued refusal to recog
nize the state or Israel. 

The nearly hour-long meeting with the Pope was 
the culmination of a two-day conference between the 
30-member International Jewish Committee for In
terreligious Consultations and the Holy See's Com
mission for Religious Relations with the Jews, held to 
mark the 25th anniversary of Nostra &tau (In Our 
Time), the landmark Vatican decree that opened the 
door to Jewish-Catholic dialogue. 

The Pope called yesterday's encounter "a very im
:portant day" and, like the Jewish delegation, ex
pressed the hope of continued and deepened dialogue. 

Saying "no dialogue between Christians and Jews 
can overlook the painful and terrible experience of 
the Shoah (Holocaust}," he endorsed the Sepl 6 dec
laration from a preliminary meeting in Prague. That 
declaration denounced anti-Semitism as a sin and 
called for a concrete program to fight it, particularly 
in Eastern Europe. It also included a Catholic call for 
Christian repentance for the historic persecution of 
the Jews. 

• 

"The [papal) meeting took place in a very good at
mosphere." said Seymour D. Reich, the Great Neck 
attorney who sel"\·es as chairman of the committee. 

He said the Pope's "loud and clear" confirmation of 
the Prague declaration means "that it is now official 
lhat Vaticari church policy calls for repentance. calls 
anti-Semitism a sin," and envisages implementing 
concrete programs designed to disseminate the new 
teaching on the .Jews to grassroots priests and laity. 

"There is obviously a desire on the part of the Vati
can to have good relations with the Jewish communi
ty," Reich said. "This was evidenced in all the meet· 
ings and in the wa,rmth of our pri..,.ate discussions 
with the Pope." Nonetheless, Reich said he was 
"somewhat disappointed tha.t the Pope did not go be
yond that which was set forth in the text of his 
speech.'" 

In his own remarks to the Pope, Reich stressed the 
worrisome signs of re.newed anti-Semitism in Eastern 
Europe and urged "meaningful, purposeful action 
. . . to translate the promise of repentance and recon
ciliation into concrete reality." 

He also urged the Vatican to recognize Israel, say
ing, "full and formal diplomatic relations between the 
Holy See and the state of Israel will dramatically and 
substantively advance the cause of peace." 

The Pope did not mention Eastern Europe, nor did 
he refer to the specific contents of the Prague declara
tion. He also skirted the Israel issue, repeating the 
Vatican view that Jerusalem is "'a city holy to three 
great religions, to Jews, Christians and Moslems," 
and urging that Jews join him in "praying daily for 
peace, justice and respect for the fundamental human 
and religious rig'hts of the three peoples." 

The Vatican also announced that it is donating 
$100,000 toward the construction or an ecum~_nic:al 
ceriter and convtm& outoiCle1:he gl'OUnds of the AuSchL' 
witz concentration camp in Poland. 
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JEWS ENCOURAGED BY SESSION WITH POPE. Bus much still has to be done, especially in 
BUT DISAPPOINTED OVER STANCE ON ISRA£L Eastern Europe, they said. 
By R1.1th E. Gruber Reich remarked later th:u .. the significant 

thing is the loud and clear confirmation of the 
Prague statement" by the pope. ROME, Dec. 6 (JTA) - An international 

Jewish deleg:uion emerged from a nearly hour· 
long meeting Thunday With rope John Paul n 
elated with the w:arm atmosphere if not entirely 
satisfied with the resulls. 

The pope himself described the meeting wi1h 
:i )O·membcr delcsaiioo of the lrueraational 
Jewish Committee for Interrcligious Consuh:uions 
as "very important." 

And Seymour Reich, chairman of the IJCJC 
delegation, called it ''the beginning or a new 
chapter" in Catholic-Jewish relations. 

He praised the pope's w:um th, :u well as the 
"obvious desire on the p:i.rt of the V:itic:rn to 
hilvc good relations with the Jewish community." 

But at the same time, Reich expressed some 
disappointment that the pope did nClt go further 
in some of his stucments, particularly on the 
Vuic:i.n's continued refusal to recognize Israel. 

The o.:c:ision or the meeting, the Cirst of its 
kind in three years, was 3 tWO·~ay gathering of 
Vatican and Jewish leaden calledl to commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of "Nostra Aerate," the 1965 
decree by the Second Vatican Council that rede· 
fined Catholic-Jewish relations and opened lhe 
·way for dialogue between the two faiths. 

During the gathering, the Vatican demon· 
stratcd its desire to resolve the painful three-year 
dispute with world Jewry over &he establishment 
or a Carmclite convent on the grounds of the 
fotmcr Auschwi.tz death camp. 

Money To Rtloca U Nuns Promised 
Archbishop Edward Cusidy. eh:i.irm:in of the 

Holy See's Commission on Religious Relarions With 
the Jews, announced that the Vatican is giving 
substantial financi31 assisran.:e to help complete 
construction of a new c:onvent and ecumenical 
center where the nuni at Auschwitz will be 
rcloc:ated. A Vatican spokesman said the aid 
amounted to SI00,000. 

Ourins hi5 meeling with the Jewish leaders, 
the pope said, .. This has been 3 very important 
day. Let's hope to continue.'" 

He called the Nostra Actatc anniversary 
••nothing other &han 1hc divine mercy whic:h is 
guiding Christians and Jews to mutual awareness, 
respect, cooperation and solidarity." 

He also aHirmcd the ••absolute singularity of 
Cod's choice of a particul:i.r people, 'His own' 
people, Israel." 

Using the Hebrew word for the Holoc::iust, 
he added that .. no dialogue between Chrlsti:ans 
:oind Jews c::Ln overlook the painful and terrible 
experience of the Shoah." 

The pope also co~firmcd the conclusions put 
Corward in a landmark joint Jewish-Catholic 
statement made in Prague Sept. 6. 

He urged that the Pr:iguc decluation and its 
rccommcnd:uion to fight anti-Semitism everywhere 
••oc widely recognized and implemented wherever 
:hum:rn :ind religious rights arc viol3ted." 

Le:iders of the Anti-Defamation League of 
B"nai S'rith, here to mark the Nostra Aetatc 
::i.nai\'ersary, thanked the pope for his efforts to 
:fight :inti-Semitism. 

~This is now ortieial Vatic:a.n/chure.b. policy. 
h calls for rcpc:utan"• for past C:nbolJc wroop 
again5t Jews, and "it calls anti-Semitism a sin. It 
envisages a plan to implement the concrete pro
posals to fight anti-Semitism. set forth In the 
rr:i.gue document.'" 

Pone Sr11rccly Mentlogs hrnel 
Nonetheless, Reich said he was .. somewhat 

disappointed that the pope did not go beyond that 
which was set forth in his text." 

ln his own remarks to the pontiff, Reich 
C3lled for concrete action in the ruuare, panicu
larly in fighting anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe. 
He also urged the Vatican to recognize Israel. 

.. We believe tha& full and formal diplomatic 
relations be1wcen the Holy Sec and the State or 
Israel will dramatically and subst::i.ntively advance 
the C3USe or peace, .. Reich told the pope. 

"The: normalization of relations will send a 
strong signal to those nations that are still 
committed to the destruction of Israel. 

"We live at a time when long-held ideologies 
arc being ab:indoncd in many parts of' the world. 
aud when new initiatives for peace 11r1: toking 
pl:ice every day," he s:iid. 

"Physical, political ;ind psychological w:ills 
:i.nd b:irriers between peoples arc falling every• 
where. Now is the time for the full ripening or 
relations between the Holy Sec an<1 the State of 
brael," he s:iid. 

The pope, however, scarcely touched 011 the 
issue, referring only to his reverence for Jcrus:i
lem u a holy c:ity. 

"At the center of the Holy Land, almosr at 
its hallowed heart, lies Jerus:ilcm,'' he said. "It is 
a cicy holy to three great religions: to Jews, 
Christians and Moslems. Its very name evokes 
peace. 

"I should like you to join in praying daily 
for peace, justice and respect for the fundamental 
human and religious rights of the thTCC peoples, 
the tlhrcc communities or faith who inhabit that 
bclov·ed land," he said. 

Mutl 11g With Serretarv Of State 
The Jewish delegation also raised the Israel 

issue during a 4S-minutc meeting following the 
papal audience with tbe newly appointed Vaticu 
secretary of slate, Monsignor Jean-Louis Tauran. 

"He told us there arc problems with full 
normaliution with Israel," Reich reported. "He 
said they arc issues rel:lting to Jenisalem, to the 
Palcsrinians, to borders. 

.. We had anticipated this; we have heard this 
in the past," he said, 

But he stressed. "There can'c be full norma
liza1ion of relations betwe(n the Scwish a11d 
Catholic communities until the Y:aticsn hss full, 
normal relations with Israel. That is a basis for 
us ... 

Reich s:i.id the: meeting with Tauran was 
particularly 5ignmc:ant as It m1uked the becinning 
or a rormal communic:uion mechanism between 
JJCJC and tbe Vatican Secretariat of St:uc. 
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NEW VATICAN THINKING MUST BE 
CONVEYED TO LAITY, SAYS RABBI 
By Rlllh E. Gruber 

ROME, Dec:. S (JT A) - An Amerie;in Jewish 
religious leader hailed a "new spirit" or opc:nness 
in · Catholic-Jewish relation5 but bluntly told 
sc:nior Vatican lc:odcrs Wc:doc:sday that Jews arc 
wary of the church's new way of thinking. 

Rabbi J~ck Bc:mporad, chairman of inter· 
religious affairs for the Synagogue: Council or 
America, said that until the .. creative and out· 
st:anding wozk" of Pope John Paul II and other 
Vatican leaders had an impact on 1he gn.ss·roou 
level of parish priesu and laity, 1he task of 
reducing anti·Semililru and r:icism, particularly in 
E:istern Europe, would not be achieved. 

He also urgc:d the Vatican to recognize: 
Israel. 

Bemporad, one or the lc:adcrs or a 30•mcm· 
ber in1ern:itional Jewish deleguion scheduled to 
have: an audience with the pope on Thursday, 
spoke during a public meeting with Cardinal Fnni 
Koenig or Austria on "Perspectives and Orienta
tion for the Future of Catholic-Jewish Reluions." 

Jewish leaders expressed the hope that the 
pope would issue a pcrson3l reaf(irmation of a 
Vatican position declaring anti-Semitism a "sin 
aglinst God and Chrinian teachings." That posi· 
1ion w;is included in the final document issued 
artc:r a high-level Catholic-Jewish meeting in 
Prague three months ago. 

Wednesday's session was part of a two-day 
conference involving members of the Holy See's 
Commission for Religious Relations with 1he Jews 
.and UCIC, the International Jewish Commiltce on 
lnterreligious Consuhations. 

The conference: was called to mark the 2Sth 
anniversary of "Nostra Aetuc:," the landmark 
decree issued by the Second Vatican Council, 
which opened the way to Catholic-Jewish dialogue. 

•A New Splrll Has Emuecd' 
At closcd·door meetings earlier in the day, 

Jewish and Ca.tholic: leaders evaluated 1he quarter 
century since "Nostra Aetate" 1u1d discussed how 
10 carry on followina the joint Catholic·Jcwish 
document issued Sept. 6 in Prague. 

In that document, Archbishop Edward Cas
sidy, prcsidenr or the Vatican commission, called 
on Catholics to repent for past sins committed 
against Jews. 

The document also called for closer Catho
lic-Jewish cooperation in combatting a111i-Scmi
tlsm, psrticularly in the: emerging democracies or 
E:istern Europe. 

Speakers at the closed-door session Wednes
day included Archbishop Cassidy and his prcdcccs· 
sor as Vatican commission president, Cardinal 
Johannes Willcbr:inds; Seymour Reich, chairman of 
IJCic; Dr. Gerhart Riegnc:r, co-chairman of the 
'World Jewish Congress Board ot Governors; Dr. 
:Sergio Minc:rbi of lhe Hebrew University in 
.Jerusalem; and Bishop Pietro Rossano, a member 
,of the Va.t ic:in commission. 

Bemporad's talk during the public session 
touched on many points raised e1ulier in 1he day. 

"If one were to try to recapture the prc
Vatican II d:iys, one would recognize that what 
existed berween Christians and Jews was a st:itc: 
of suspicion and 11pprchcnsion," he said. 

"Since Vatican II, a new spirit hu emerged" 
and "startling changes have takeo place," he s11id. 
These augur "a new, significant and symmetrical 
dialogue:" bctwee:i Catholics and Jews. 

"The promulg:uion of 'Nostra Ac:t:ato' insti• 
tuied a radical change in Catholic teaching,'' 
which has "brought about a rc:volu1ioo in Cuholic 
thinking," be said. 

Nevertheless. given the: long negative history 
of the church against Jews and Judaism In the 
nearly 2,000 y~u before "Nostra .Actatc." ir is 
"nol surprising 1hat the Jew f"ls A little bit 
wary of the significant changC1 that have taken 
place within the church," llcmpor:id sold. 

Jewish Wounds Rppturcd Anew 
"The most horzendous d~tructioa or Jews Jn 

history took place .in predominantly Christian 
Europe," he: said. "b there any wonder that it 
will take a long time for the Jewish community to 
genuinely trust the changes thst have so radically 
cha.nged the church?" 

He said thst when 1he pope, wbo otherwise 
has shown "deep concc:rn" on Jewish issues. 
embraces Palestine Liberation Organiz:ation leader 
Yasir Arafat or meeu with ex-Nazis such as 
Austrian President Kurt Waldheim - or when the 
Holocaust is .. de-Judaizc:d" by the erection of a 
Carmelite convent on 1hc site of the Conner 
Auschwitz camp - .. Icwj$h wounds that have yet 
to heal rupture: anew." 

Bc:mporad stressed th:u education of the 
C:itholic and Jewish lalty is needed to create 
bctrer understanding. 

.. Dialogue cannot be restricted to elites or 
to the top echelons of our respective: org:iniza
tions. but must be brouaht down 10 the grass· 
roou level," he said. 

He called on the Vatican and UCIC to set 
up a communications committee to "guarantee the 
promulgation of the Prasuc statement (or Catho· 
lies and Jews on the local level throughout the 
world." 

There is a particular need, be said, (or the 
sentiments expressed in the Prague statement ''to 
be translated into action" in the newly democrat· 
ic states of Eastern and Central Europe, the main 
killing grounds of the Holocaust, where reports or 
anti-Semitism arc disturbingly on the rise. 

He said Jews must :ilso educate themselves 
about the c:hansc:s in Catholic thinking. "Many 
Jews, like many Catholics, arc: cot aware or the 
momentous changes io Catholic thinikins about 
Jews and Judaism that have issued from the 
highest levels or the church since the Sc:corid 
Vatican Council," he said. 

A Call For Rerognltloe Of hrael 
.. We have to sec up a commission ro make 

sure that every parish, every synagogue and every 
community will be able to understand the new 
lcac:hing of Vatican II aod its guidelines, as well 
as the Prague statemcot," he said. 

.. In doing so. every community throuihout 
the world will be filled with this new spiril of 
recon<:iliation, spirit o( love and $Pirh of hope." 

Bemporad said thal a reversal of the Vati· 
can's continued re(usal to recognize: ls_rael would 
do a great deal to promote: religious dialo111c and 
understanding between the two fai1hs. 

"'You clearly sta.tc no theological objection$ 
to Israel existing and rhat the Jewish state has a 
right to exist," he told the Catholic leaders, 
adding: "Why not go all the w;iy and csr:iblish 
relations? 

"Such recognition docs not imply an 1i;rce• 
ment with a D3tion's policies, but places lhe 
relationship on the :sa.ruc cqusl level rh:i.t the 
Catholic Church hu with world Jewry,- he said. 



PRESS RELEASE 

The Z::ith anniversary of the adoption of Nostra Aetate ("In Our 
Time") by Vatican Counci 1 11 was commemorated in Rome, December 5 and 
6, 1990, at meetings of the Holy See's Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews and the International Jewish. Committee for 
lnterreligious Consultations (lJClC). . 

The high level Conference concluded with a meeting held with Pope 
John Paul 11 on December 6, in Vatican City. Statements were made by 
Archbishop Edward 1. Cassidy, President of the Holy See's Commission 
for Religious Relations with the Jews, and Seymour O. Reich, chairman 
of lJCIC. 

In his remarks, the Pope affirmed "the absolute singularity of 
God's choice of a particular people, 'His own' people, Israel". He 
added that "no dialogue between Christians and Jews can overlook the 
painful and terrible experience of the Shoah". The Pope supported the 
Prague declaratjon of S~pt. 3-6, 1990, urging that the declarations on 
"the . religious and historical dimensions of the Shoah and of 
anti-Semitism ••• be _implemented wherever human and re 1 igious rights 
are violated". 

Mr Reich reaffirmed the achievements of Pr~gu~ indicating that 
"meaningfu.l, purposeful action i~ always needed to translate the 
promise of repentance and reconciliation into cone rete reality". He 

-also indicated : "As Catl"lolics and Jews we share many moral principl~s 
and values including freedom of the hu~an conscience, religious 
liberty, human rights, and opposition to all fgrms of racial, ethnic, 
and religious discrimination. This commemoration of the 25th 
anniversary of Nostra Aetate is an appropriate time to re-pledge 
ourselves to work for these v.1tal goals". 

The purpose of the Conference was to r-eview · and assess the 
developments in Catholic-Jewish relations during the past quarter 
century and to project programs for the future. 

. . ' . The delegates agreed that an h1stonc breakthrough was achieved 
since 1965 which fundamentally changed mutual relations between the 
Catholic Church and the Jewish people. 

The Jewish delegation asserted that dialogue has .been made 
possible by the fact that Nostra Aetate and other church documents had 
repiudiated anti-Semitism condemning lt as a sin against God and the j 
Church, and affirmed recognition of the ongoing autonomous Covenant of 
God with the Jewish people. 

Papers on these issues were delivered by Cardinal Johannes 
Willeb~ands, President E~eritus of the Holy See's Commission on 
Religious Relations with the Jews, D~ Gerhardt Riegner, co-chairman of 
the Governing Board of the World Jewish Congress, . Bishop Pietro 
Rossano, of the Later~n University, and Dr. Sergio Minerbi of 
Jerusalem's Hebrew University .. 



'},. 

The public session was '1ddressed by Cardinal Franz Konig of 
Vienna, and Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman of the lnterreligious 
Affairs Committee of the Synagogue Council of America. 

ln looking to the future, this meeting reaffirmed the principles 
a9reed to in Pr ague on September 5-6, 1990, and co11mi tted itself to 
their .implementation.. The. primary emphasis of the Rome session 
underscored the need for creating a joint mechanism at the grass roots 
level and to disseminate these teachings thr~ughout the Catholic and 
Jewish worlds. This would include, among other things, education at 
all levels, textbook revision, popular literature, use of the mass 
media, and Conferences. 

Presiding at the sess1ons . were Archbishop Edward I. Cassidy, 
President of the Holy See's Commission for Religious Relations with 
the J~~s, and Seymour Reich of New York, Chairman of IJClC. -

Greetings were brought to the evening session by Chief Reibbi~Elio 
Toaff and Ms. Tullia Zevi, President of the Union of Italian Jewish 
Communities. 

The-Jewish and C~tholic delegates are listed on the attached 
pages. 

December 6, 1990 

i 
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Archbishop Edward I. CASSIDY, President, Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 

His Eminence Johannes cardinal Willebrands, Emeritus President, 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity , 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 

His Eminence Franz cardinal Konig, former Archbishop of Wien 

Archbishop Gilberto Agustoni, Secretary, Congregation for Clergy 
Archbishop Ramon Torrella Cascante, Tarragona 
Bishop Pierre Duprey, M.Afr. , Vice-President, Pont.Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 
Reverend Rem1 Hoeckman, OP, Congregation for Catholic Education 
Bishop Karl Lehmann, Mainz, President German Episcopal Conference 
Bishop Jorge Mejia, V_ice-President, Pontifical Council Justice and Peace 
Bishop Francis J. Mugavero, former Bishop of Brooklyn 
Bishop Henry Muszynski, Pres.ident, Polish Episcopal Commission for 
dialogue with the Jews 
Bishop Pietro Rossano, Rector, Pontifical Lateran University 
Reverend Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr., Secretary, Pontifical Council 
for lnterreligio~s Dialogue. 
Monsignor Luigi Gatti, Secretariat of State 
Reverend Albert Vanhoye, sj, Secretary, Pontifical Biblical Conunission 

-Reverend Marcel Dubois, OP, Consultant, Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews, Jerusalem 
Reverend Jean Oujardin, French Episcopal Commission for the Relations 
with the Jews, Paris 
Reverend Ludger ·Feldkamper, SVD, General Secretary, Catholic Biblical 
Federation 
Reverend Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Secretary, ·Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews 
Dr Hans Hermann Henrix,. Director, Katholische Akademii e, Aachen 
Reverend Clemens Thoma, SVD, Director, Institut fUr JUdisch-Christliche 
Forschung, Lucerne 

{December 4, 1990) 
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IJCIC DELEGATIONS 

American Jewish Committee 

Rabbi A. James Rudin 

B'nai B'rith International/Anti-Defamation League 

Dr. L.E. Ehrlich 
Maurice Honigbaum 
Lisa Palmieri-Billig 
Rabbi Leon Klenicki 
Rabbi David Rosen 
Seymour D. Reich, Chairman - IJCIC 
Melvin Salberg 

Israel Interfaith Association 

Dr. Sergio I. Minerbi 
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 

Synagogue Council of America 

Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Rabbi Gary .Bretton-Granatoor 
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz 
Rabbi Jerome Epstein 
Judah Feinerman 
Prof. Rabbi Leon Feldman 
Rabbi Irwin Groner 
Gunther Lawrence 
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman 
Rabbi Mark Winer 
Rabbi Joel Zaiman 

World Jewish Congress 

Jean Kahn 
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner 
Rabbi Pynchas Brener 
Elan Steinberg 
Dr. Maram Stern 
Kalman Sultanik 
Jacques Torczyner 

At-large 

- SCA 
- UAHC 
- RCA 
- us 
- UOJC 
- SCA/IJCIC 
- RA 
- SCA/IJCIC 
- SCA 
- CCAR 
- SCA 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - former chairman of IJCIC 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman - former chairman of IJCIC 

Chief Rabbi Dr. Elio Toaff 
Mrs. Tullia Zevi 
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VATICAN-ISRAEL Dec. 6, 1990 (950 words) 

RABBI URGES VATICAN-~SRAEL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

By Cindy Wooden 

Catholic News Service 

Thursday, December 6, 1990 

ROME (CNS) - Progress in Catholic-Jewish dialogue has been "breathtaking" in the past 25 years, but Vatican 

recognition of Israel would improve relations even more, a New York rabbi told a Vatican-sponsored conference. 

Official recognition would show that the Vatican understands the importance of Israel to Jews, said Rabbi Jack 

Bemporad, chainnan of the interreligious affairs committee of the Synagogue Council of America. 

Retired Cardinal Franz Konig of Vienna, also speaking at the Dec. 5 conference, said the church r~cognizes 

the rights of both Jews and Palestinians to live in security and peace in the Middle East. 

The conference at Rome's Lateran University was p.art of a Vatican-Jewish commemoration of the 25th 

anniversary of "Nostra Aetate," the Second Vatican Council document on relations with Jews and other non-Christian 

religions. 

The evening conference took place in the middle of a Dec. 5-6 meeting between the Vatican's Commission for 

Religious Relations with the Jews and the International Jewish Committee on lnterreligious Consuttations. 

"Startling changes have taken place" since the Second Vatican Council, Rabbi Bemporad said. Progress has 

been made in overcoming the "suspicion and apprehension" which marked Catholic-Jewish relations before the council. 

The Catholic Church had a history of making "a mockery" of Jewish beliefs, of engaging in dialogue with 

conversion being ''the hidden and often not so hidden goal" and of approaching Judaism not as a living faith, but as 

a precursor to Christianity, he said. 

"It is therefore not surprising that the Jew feels a little bit wary of the significant changes that have taken place 

within the chur:ch," the rabbi said. "It will take a long time for the Jewish community to genuinely trust the changes 

that have so radically changed the church." 

"Thus when the pope sees (PLO leader Yassar) Arafat, who is dedicated to the destruction of Israel, or 

(Austrian leader Kurt) Waldheim, a former Nazi, or when the Holocaust is de-Judaized, Jewish wounds that have yet 

to heal rupture anew," he said. 

Rabbi Bemporad said the church has shown that it is beginning to understand the religious significance Jews 

give to the modem state of Israel as the land promised to their ancestors. 

"The pope has clearly stated that no theological objections to Israel exist and that the Jewish state has a right 

to exist," he said. "Why not go all the way and establish relations?" 

Vatican recognition of Israel "could do a great deal to alleviate and assist in both the relations and the 

dialogue," he said. 

The rabbi also said recognition of Israel "does not imply an agreement" with Israeli government policy toward 

the Palestinians or on other matters. 

The Vatican has withheld recognition of Israel and of neighboring Jordan pending resolution of Arab-Israeli 

tensions. Figuring in the Vatican's position, say knowledgeable observers, is the possible repercussion on Arab Catholics 

from recognition of the Jewish state. 



In addition, the book "The Papacy and the Middle East," by Middle Eastern expert George Irani quotes a 

Vatican official saying in 1983 that "it is the common custom of the Holy See not to be an initiator of diplomatic 

relations with any country, although it wet-comes and appreciates diplomatic relations." 

Rabbi Bemporad said the results of the 25 years of dialogue "must be brought down to the grass-roots leve1:· 

both in Catholic parishes and Jewish synagogues. 

Every Catholic should know of the church's condemnation of anti-Semitism and its rejection of the idea that the 

Jewish people are responsible 'for the death of Christ, he said. 

Every Jew should be aware of the changes in Catholic attitudes and should be helped to overcome their 

suspicion of Catholics. 

The f1uture of Catholic-Jewish dialogue should not be just a discussion "of what each has done to or for the 

other," he said. Catholics and Jews should ''tum together to our common responsibility for the destiny of the Earth and 

its population." 

"There is out there a wor1d that is aying for redemption." 

Cardinal Konig agreed that the past 25 years have seen "great changes" in Cathonc-Jewish relations which 

offer "great hope for the good and the peace of peoples." 

But he also acknowledged "the rise of new, acute tensions where we would like to see the growth of dialogue 

and solidarity." 

Dialogue with the Jews, he said, has three main motivating factors: 

- "The contemporary urgency of working with all men for the promotion of justice, peace and human and 

religious rights." 

.. Overcoming the "contradictions, prejudices and persecutions" that marked Christian-Jewish. relati-ons in the 

past, including the Holocaust. 

- The awareness that Christians have "spiritual links" with the Jews. 

While Christianity and Judaism are distinct faiths, they share a belief in one God and they respect Scriptures, 
tradition and 'ihe land of the fathers:· 

"We want to respect, appreciate and cooperate with t~e modem Jewish people, without intentions of proselytism. 

moved solely by the desire to otter testimony together to the God of peace and to the building of the kingdom.·· 
Cardinal Konig said. 

Catholics recognize that the coming of Christ did not negate the special relationship of God with the Jews. his 
chosen people, the cardinal said. 

They also recognize the need to ask the Jews forgiveness for centuries of persecution and false accusation. 

"An attitude of delicate tenderness rrust always inspire us - Catholics and Jews - to join in the respectful 

remembering of the victims and the place of their martyrdom during the Shoah (the Holocaust)," he said. 

As the relationship between Christians and Jews matures, he said, the two should undertake the "urgent and 

necessary" task of promoting "human rights, liberty and dignity wherever they are lacking or threatened.'' 

••• 
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Jews, Vatican to Meet on 
Anti -Selnitism 

By David Firestone 
STAFF WRITER 

Twenty-five years after the Second 
Vatican Council denounced the teach
ing of hostility toward Jews, a high-lev
el Jewish delegation begins talks with 
Catholic leaders today in Rome to work 
toward a new era of cooperation be
.twee~ the· i~o' titit:bS: " i ' ·-

Jewish leaders are hopeful that Pope 
John Paul II will announce a sweeping 
Vatican study of the history of Catholic . 
anti-Semitism, particularly during the 
Holocaust period, and will endorse a \ 
major church effort to eliminate the ' 
growing anti-Semitism in the Catholic 
countries of Eastern Europe. 

Expectatiodstli'ai tneVttWn~d< 
begin steps toward granting diplomatic 
recognition of Israel, however, have 
grown dim, said several of the leaders 
who spoke before leaving for ~me. 
They said the Vatican is unwilling to 
begin a new diplomatic initiative at a 
moment of great unrest in the Mideast. 

"In light of the turmoil in the region, 
· .1 t~ it's probably ~-lA,Cti-!; 

pect a breakthrough on recognition;" 
said Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum; of Man
hattan, an at-large member of the d~e
ption who has spent years working bn 
improved relations between CaU,.olics 
and Jews. "But it's on the table." - · · 

The 30-member Jewish delegati<?n, 

representing the International Jewish Coml'l)it
tee on Inter-religious Consultations, includes 
members from all the major branches of Judaism 
and Several large communaJ organizations such 
as B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish Committee, 
and the World Jewish Congress. Included in the 
delegation are two rabbis from ~ng Isiand -
Rabbi Jack Bemporad of Temple Israel 'in Law
rence, and Rabbi Mordecai Waxman of Temple 
Israel in Great Neck - and a number of rabbis 
and leaders from New York City. The group will 
meet with the Vatican's Commission for Reli· 
gious Relations with the Jews, and iS scheduled 
to have a meeting with the Pope u;m~:rrow morn
ing, followed by a news conference. Also attend
ing will be Bishop Francis Mugavero, the former 
head of the diocese of Brooklyn. 

The meeting follows by two months a prelimi
nary conference on the subject in Prague, at 
which the head of the Vatican Commis5ion, Arch
bishop Edward J. Cassidy, said the church should 
~k the forgiveness of the Jews for centuries of 
hostility. Jewish leaders said if the Pope gives his 
imprimatur to such a statement tomorrow, 
agreeing that anti-Semitism is' a "sin against 
God," it will vastly aid the campaign against 
anti-Semitism in such countries as Poland, Hun- -
gaz:y and Romania. 



'. 

1r· _'-1}L~_fj_o_. ___ _ 
Pope expected to endorse 
fight against antisemitism. 
NEW YORK (Reuter) - Pope John He was the first rc:prescntativc: oi 
·Paul n is expected ro petsonally en· ·a recognised political group to stand 
dorsc a !k!W church statem~nt !hat beside Tyminski during the six-week 
antisemitism .. is a :.in a~ainst God campaign. All 01hc:r political groups 
and huin:mity" in a movt that Jew~ have: !ihunned the linle-k.nown emi
ish lcaderS hope will help tight rising gre businessman. 
antisemitism in .Ea.stern Europe. 

Jewish leaders who left New York Answering charges by prc:siden· 
for Rome i;aid they expected co tial rival Lech Walesa that Tyminski 
meet John Paul II on Thul'$day in an is b3~'ked by formet wminunist se
audience they hoped would mark a curity officers crying . to ov<?rtbrow 
new era in refali(•ns hc:twecn the two democracy, Rybicki said Solidarity 
faiihs. leaders had also recr:ived help from 

They said they tht'>ught the po~e·s the security services in the: past. . 
expected :>tatement wuuld add im· . Asked why he decided to back 
perus to a major church edu1:ational Tyminski, 'Rybicki said: "The ~·hole 
effort llgainst antisemiti~m in the cosmopolitan eliu is mobilbc:d 
new dcmot:racics of Eastern Eu- against Tymin,ski so my pface as a. 
rope. ·especiaUy in the: pontiffs na- Pole is beside him.·· · 
live Poland. Asked what he: meant by cosmo-

Jewish sources said they expected polit:m - a synonym for Jew undt:r 
rnat the pope will also announce a the c.'.)mmunist tegimc: toppled last 
Vatican contribution tow:uds the year- he said: ""Why arc you asking. 
expense of building a co.nvc:nt ;ind such obvious things? Look at those 
prayer centre: out.side tbc: grounds of men: Finkelstein, S:.:echter and 
AU$cbwitz to repl:-scc a convc:nt cur· Fi~c:r. I tiiink they arc not Poles. 
rtntly :u the: former death camp. and that's enough_"" 
The convent's presence on the The names he gave were the origi· 
grounds of Au~hwi~ has long been n<d Jewish names of SOflle membecr. 
a sour~c of friction t>c:tw~en mem· of the Solid.'\rity elite who hitve since 
ben of the two rdigicrns. altered them. 
· fo Warsaw meanwhile. a righ!· Calling someone a Jew is consid-

Wing nationalist whO says Jews art ered a political insult in Poland. Al· 
ganging up on president!:il outsider legation~ of a..ntisemiiism. some di· 
Stanislaw TymiMki ha.c; be~ome the rected against Walesa, bave 

! ftrst Polish politician to support his frequently surfaced during the elec-
1 campaign publicly. tion campaign. 
· Bosuslaw Rybicki, a leader of the Leaflets distributed at yesterday's 
small Stronnictwo N:irodowc (Na- rally by men who said they wcte 
~"'."::::! :::!jlr Rppti!fCCl on lhc plat· suppotters of Rybicki described top 
!onn with Tyminski yesterday at a Solidarity figures like Prime Minis· 
Wars1:1w rally for the December 9 ter Tadc:usi Mawwieck.i as .. Jewish 
election. Trotsl...]'ites." 
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AOL TO PRESENT JEWISH ANALYSIS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION DOCUMENT 
IN ROME MEETING WITH VATICAN OFFICIALS . 

WHO: Rabbi Leon Klenicki, director of the Anti-Defamation League's Interfaith Affairs 
Department,. is part of an AOL delegation to meet with Vatican officials as part of the 
International Jewish Committee for lnterreligious Consultations {IJCIC). 

WHAT: After the IJCIC meeting, Klenickl wi!I meet privately with Vatican officials to 
present a Jewish reading of a major Catholic document on education. The reading is 
a critique or the Vatican's first draft of Catechism for the Universal Church for the 
Holy See's consideration. 

WHY: Until the Second Vatican Council, there has been a long-standing tradition of 
. cont.empt towards Judaism in many levels of Catholic education. While that negative 
portrait has been rejected by Vatican II teaching, aspects or it ·are still present in 
some textbooks and even ecclesiastical documents. This reading Intends to 
contribute to our ongoing dialogue and mutual recognition as part of a slow process 
of encounter and understanding. 

WHERE: Meetings wttl take place at the Vatican. 

WHEN: December 5 & 6. 

The Catholic.Jewish meetings commemorate the 25th aMiversary of Nostra 
Aetate, the Second Vatican Council's declaration of its relations to other religions. 
including Juqaism. The IJCIC group is expected to be granted a private audience 
with Pope John Paul II on December 6. 

AOL National Chairman Melvin Salberg, Rabbi David Rose!l. the League's 
assistant director in Its Jerusalem office, and Usa Palmieri-Billig, AOL's Rome 
director, round out the League's delegation. 

. Foriowing the IJCIC meetings, Klenicki wlll discuss the state of Catholic-Jewish 
relations in the United States in a lecture before the Council of Christians and Jews 
In Italy. 

RABBI LEON KLENICKI WILL BE IN ROME ON DECEMBER 4, AND CAN 
BE REACHED THROUGH DECEMBER 6 AT: BAGLIONJ HOTEL, 75 VIA VENETO. 
PHONE: 011 396 4708. 

MELVIN SALBERG WILL ALSO BE IN ROME ON DECEMBER 4, AND 
CAN BE REACHED AT: THE EXCELSIOR, 125 VIA VENETO. PHONE: 011 396 
476 851 . 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL. BARBARA WALDEN AT 212-490-2525, 
EXT 458. 

# 
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:;··NeW'.-~~~Q.$Sa_dor··to the Holy See. ~] 
QM· er·Ncm:re='Jctcit-•>-...,+• Ht' " .. ,,+. .... · , , - · · · • _... • · 

fhe Fede.ral Republic of Ger1nany _____ _ 
Ort 8 /ID112mber the Holv Fdlhn re

Mled #.Ii Mt Hans-IOtJt:1.irH Htr/UeT, 
~e. N'-W Amb.fssador f1/ 1111: Ft·dcral lk 
•ub& of Gamaf9' tn t~ Holy Se~ J'hu 
1 a rran1itJlttJH "}rite Pr}fJt'$ Oddtr..~.s. Ri
ni in Gt!nmrn: 

Mr Aut!Xt.'tSSdor. 
Th3nl 1ou very mudt ror the kil!d 

.wtls \\'fikh 8CCOll~ I.he ~· 
ion of the letters KC~ ,YC111l IU the 
•CW Amba~ btmordi11t1rv and 
~ann.yaf the PederW RqJUbucoC 
lmnlll\Y tlJ tfte Holy See- T wcJuHne yw 
I) the Vatican as 19'1 ~ )"OOJ' rms.sinn 
nd I npttS DJJ wWu:t (of yow ~ 
a.q, Ml laden with 1cspoo!ibili1v. 

1 .. thank m.. f'.lKcUmcy 'lht Pres\
le.m of d~ Rt:rubbc as \vcll • the Gciv
.'l"DJ'VQ1t rc.- the ""'Y friendly ~8-" 
'OU~~f!d. 

I. 0-.. ~ mcc..iiag lodt!Y, as ."uu 
'Ola'Hll' metltiotac:d. taka plitc:r urultt 
he Jollumcc or tbe polttbl nienfs of ft· 
:Qt month; lllld the ~liuo of (;ef:-
nan uaity en J OddJer ot ibis ,c:ar; it 
~ lM:flined not least of .all rhrmqfb the. 
:dbbcmitioo uf die Churdtd Ju your 
~- IL is~ spedaJ ;c..., fur me IQ he: 
Ible to blftft in your JK'r9lf0 lhe 6r~1 rep
nct.1rnti"' r! unital Genn=-ny. This k ~• 
>ecostoo fw pru(ound, but hoiipy and 
JOp:faf tLoudns ~du 110( mencf tu 
knna.nv :lft>ne., bul ab> to f.a'll aud 
Ne-P F.inopc. Md ftn:a!J.Y to lhe WOOi!! 
NOtld, Nor1h and Sc:Mh. 

fl was re.'1111 tfte Scw.nd Wortd W;u
.vhich t.'aOle lo an r:nd on 3 Otrohcr and 
nade m.'Wy poopk aware of. what rute
utd eMilc mam to ::ti peqi~ and indMd
Alll~. We Ibid of thi mUtium ol per.1(llc, 
nod G( lhem tncaly imlocent, who d9cd 
a I~ war: -~. \'!Yiliaus, w~t. 
~ ddn-fy and ch1'd.ten, Jm(Jfilc- of dilf¢
an natlonali\it.-.i ~nd reli~~-

ln this OORCext WC :'ihaukJ llt~ lllention 
rhc lngaly ol t~ Jcwc. for Cfiri~tians 
!he hm"Y bw'deil o( guf1 for the murclr." 
of the lewish ]Ml1pk muM be .-n en~ 
rml to refCQtaoce: thlttby we can avtr
l'lf'lmf' M'e rv ronn of 1U1 I k-ern iri-;rn Aud ~-

the '-"Ner new ~haflon eR'or1$ will 
have tg rnkoo with tllis ~hit~ ol aff.W11. 
The nntiow! molhuilon $ternming {IUfn 
) Octulxt should a~o spring from Che 
l'f'COgflldnn lhDI God b rhc: Wll:hanr;ing 
fuldldatioo .,,I die life of iMividoali; and 
pmplcs aJj'k~. 1'hr. socWi~ merlict 
ecunumy syMens whkh Y')tu COUfJCI}<, 
~of all bl Cf)Jl*'-enidon u! the ~er 
5'>cial 5t.ndm;, bas tOPC.inuaHy buif up 
aad jmp10llaf U\ler lhr. ycsn;, lw Pl~ 
~. as hu yuur deinocnttic (orna 
of govemmetrt wflikb has Wt:aihmd 
many stonm. The onkted and wefkhan
ndod pHdlciJ.IQ'lt.lorr nf an tl)l" citi:u.us ha .. 
won the r~ stnqmf~ w.hk:b ~ 
rhe Wth Cmwry. lhc haJtl~ ~·as W<'n In 
a pnufu1 and ord.my ~Y, which oofy 
~ co lncrcll"'C Ute vaflae Qf' ~ dtlno
cratic systtm. 

The rn.~ eJ1t'~dst! of ri!hi.r; rur ~ 
lias been the goal of die unions And the 
Chucc:h's ~ mov~ut'Jll !lincc the end 
of Ille hist (lCl)hJry. I ~-nn afflrm thii; with 
!illl!Waction •lsc> 1n Ugh1 or ttie cmmng 
mdmury ooehrati11n:i u( the ~ncydictd 
Rnum N~"1rcun hy Pope Let> XltL Thi:: 
1:er.nn!itn.tt:llUA of " part - uf )"CotU' own 
COOJJlry M ~u ~ f{'ntnd Md l'..vem 
Euro(IC \ti nuw g<ii~ t('I require u1ucl1 Cit· 
ergy. !hid, htn~vtt._ sti(l'l1lcl nol prevt>nt 
you trom cont.i11ulog to I.le attcntJvc 10 the . 
lloc.i:ll "'"1clure and ll'Om deciding 10 · 
suwd t•J> for lhc ~~lit:ln of basic wJ. 
lJf$ in !IQdcty, \·iilue.s which arc bale: to 
rhc: W<lf. ·n..c: vru<~~uon of tJfc, butb 
born and llltborn, is a gn:al good, which 
nrusr 11ot be sacriiloed Ct> i;upcrlidal con
&iclma~. This Is not a ~on ul fullU· 

d~ it lx.."t.uWC: '-'f 11('· own mfsglon 
mtd tht <.irnpd"s hutl\IU.Jl7in~ mfllJCDt:~. 
a.. ~u as ii~ t>.thlc:al demands. 

{'.OTJ\incL'C.I \.•( the C{llllini.ring (n1itful 
ai1d rP.."Jplrl'il'hleo t:olfobrn·:1nnn bdWfefl 
a1~h ~od State r~(llJP, in the nmti. 
nuallun Qf the friendly di~··rnatlc .dt
ri'>m hct11.~ lhr. Ft.-dL-nd 1'.tp1blic of 
Germany tuKf t11t Holy Sn-. I ~k (".nd'i; 
lbing and help for ynu and }"OLD' em
b'."Sq c:iollabor-ill \.•1 s in JOllr init«f :-nt 
tea, Md ri,r- ywt distiJJgWPicc.I faukly as 
~. 
""J...-· ~r!·~·~·~ 

This is " 1ran.r:;l11fion of Am~sdor 
Hal/Jet'$1Jddft!SS lo thf> 1-loly F.~lfier: 

Holy F6ther. 
It le an huoour for me to ~r~ to 

Your Hoeines$ UHt letters with which dte 
f'RH:ld'lnt of ttle F=OOct'al 'RP.pubic ol 
German~ a~redit9 me as Amba9gador 
Exlraordltiary 1_1nd Pleo"i~mt!lry at the 
federal Rc~ic of IJennany t(> the Hoty 
SM. 

At lflf'I :111me lirM. I wolM title ro PASS 
on to )'O\l, Holy f'~t~r. lflf? greeting:; of 
the A'eslden1 of tho AepuMr. Bf1d of the 
Gcwemml!nl They have empt111s1ted UlP. 
exe;epUoAAI sla1ei ol rel81ions belvrocn 
lhe Holy See and lh~ FP.de'"' R-ipubllc or 
t;P,rmeny. FOt nw. thl!I mear$ lhe re
spQnsibility to ct\'f'> for al'K! dl'Vf!IOP ~ 
good rcppt>l1 in lhe futut~ es wflll. 

tho fedP.ritl govarnn1cn1 w~,,f9 tu AC• 
lmuwlcdge ttiP. detv1111lnattofl 'Nitti wllich 
)'Oll, Holy Fa1h~r. have accr:impanied the 
pr~:; Qf rr,form in the n:JU".lns of C~!l
lrat and EMtem Europe. With thl!'i .. o~-
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~ itaM-JlJlldthn HMJIM, $0, tra!1 boitt"' Oflt'nhach, GM-!Mity. Foltbw

lng ~In law, ecunomtcs, poltlfcal edl'nc. ~ Amer1ctt11 hk1ofy In Gem..-n1 
_.., ... tMllM Slah!a, .. ~ In ~ lutelgn • .., !11."CUOn ot ~Ma. P'6ndl lmft
hrbt. In 19" he began htl etWeer ., Ol!rmonr'• lofdEPJ seotee, with powftn!JA In fndo... 
.......... ewdllllaraphi. 

-----------· -- -- "-~ ·- .. ---·--

nw...., _, Allltt. Hefhr 

plant lhe &eed of ffeedom in Iha faste 
haff of our oontinent lb a rnwh!rd ~ 
90 hr II could grow and beftr thA d 
sired fin.Ill You' speeehe$ In Po1an 
)'(Jiii' meietlngs wtth g~ of pilgri" 
from thlt EaS4 who W9f"9 able to come 
Rome. and '°"'' lettmA ro ~ pOevte w 
reiV'okll tfl fhese cuunfries were lb ba6 
The pation( wortt of your dlplom"i!J •I 
sou!lfll to win lor the fei!Nul a modus 
Wmdi ot', IS the' Can:fina.I ~~qiry 
Shrts put Ir tftSf Jun~ in Krakow, a lflfX1 

non mtn·oodl, altlo rostered lhts dt!YUlc 
menl All ltils r.ame at-out ~c&ur.e 
your ainvlcttcm that tallll ts 11at ·I' 
opium of Che pvo~", tM ~r t 
'~~ of~ libl!f8tlort. 

fn the entenle enc1 ~tie betw~ 
Eatot Md West lhe F=Odsr af Republic 
G9f'll'l8"V <llso ~P.ea one of the ml'Jjar 1 

sp<J11db1Utles ol our era. The °""'" 
ParliBm4f\L In " decit.kln made on 
.Jufy 1990 whleh ttle ~@der;il GO\'emllll 
oonfrrmlJd and oommunieatod fo the P 
lsh government. ~Af)res!ted ita willlr 
nen to confirm fl~nlUvtily will'I an Inti 
nmionally fec'Oqf'li4lld documenl the 17, 
den; existing bP.tween •t'unlfed OMTRS 
ttnd Irle Repub~ of Potmd. 
t~ ~r"I Repuf)llc of ~mamy 

. .,, 
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nadl" m.'\n)' p:opc aware ot what fate. 
lDd tmU.1 l1lC'Bll lo ~ ~ and indMd· 
Ml9. We thlok of thi n4lliuns of J~lc. 
:nml c4 thmt tmally iau1or.ent, who diftt 
rn lh:d war: iimdic"' . .:l\'llia1"11.9, """'1cn. 
th~ eJckdy and chltdten, JW!6J>1c o( dillrt
ent ~tionaliliL'li .-ud relif$iom. 
In~ OIJllftJU ~~~mention 

die ~ o( ehe Inw. ~· Chri~ 
die hf~ burdm gf gull for 1hc munkr 
rJf the 18'idl perJplc mmt be n mduring 
caJI ru ~WU.cc; thetflt~ \\>e au'I nvtt· 
~ emy fonn u( lUdlseroitbm and ot.S
tsWsh ~ ~ n:laliolwbip with nur lb-... 
dttd nMion of the old Covenant. 11te 
Cliuteb, .. mindful ad her oornnwn p:t.• 
trimuny \VidJ rhr: I~, u.d ,.-nQtn·atcd by 
l!n: Coape)'s spiritual (owe and by no Jl(lli
tital <..~.... def'fon:s lhe 
lmtml, pt..t~ rutd d;sitlat~ ul a.11i
scmilkn1 directed~ die Jews a1 any 
llmt Md from any SOll?U" (Valkan Ii, 
lk:daratlon N,,_,_," Aett11t., . n. 4}. Guilr 
ahould DOl opp-as and 1earJ 10 M:lf-pgtt
llili.I~ thouJJfils, but rmi~ ahn11ys be. the 
puiftl of depltrlure (Or COflVCf!iimt. 

TtuoughOut the last •o ye.an Ute Ga-· 
mtw people.! and !Jllrir if'Ventnll.'ot have 
lftinm that a new GermRr1J ha.\ com~ 
ineo beiJ>.tL ont wfUch. &.'I .)"UU have 
pulnled OlU already in your ~h. D 
moltv~ted by the ~ to (Ul!Ttt a 
fftPOllSibl.e clJt.listetn fn pea~~- and 
wr.Ilbeint ~ .JI of Eutvpt. Yoll 
have done dti~ alsu Ot.lt (J( r~lJiliry 
wwards the 17 miJljm clli1£t1s of rbe 
l!astetll l*'C of your counby, whu until 
n.'CUlfly could nul pru1icJpotc in tftt. «9-
uomk ~~and d~npmcnt ~fiw-;e. 
tbh in tht: JJC1'11.wr en. Jn view of the 
cunlhkl9'.~ whi~b lbe Feder.al RqJuWc: of 
Gcrm.iily f195 catntd 1Moug}nn.1l tbe 
,vufd since the .ar, iD the rutw·~ your 
couuby will be awm-c of its ~t re:~ 
ibilitr towanis its irtrmmlnk DeiRhhuurs. 
~ard:ri Europe aru1 tr.c wh1Jle rami11 or 
DMion~ With~ ~ J can af. 
6nn U"14 .)'(ltl:t Onvt"mmem has cleurly 
~d mi-. it 'Will m.'\Jre ~ dfutt to 
.rccomtnrct the castf!m p.<u1 of ~1ur 
C'OID1by ~ wed as Caltra1 Md E.wem 
Europe while c:ion~ to be aWBJ't nf 
us tt.3p(Jfl..an&IJ r~ die 111.ird 
Wurld. 

2. the hrt'akduvugb in Europe ar~ 
raises IJur:diims abcitii the 'llirirw.J forces 
which mOutnce OUT hiatury. T~ ided:f rool DOW 01\ aft ~lly 
~ . ~lion is 001 ca.q-. 
lht! mataial need ls pht. and 11.e ,pirit
u;d In~ e\'elt grc-.er. 1his ~ly 
~ new .-S &o lhe Chutcll. mcl 

............ -- ..... - .... u, • .., - C'' ... _. ~---· .• ~ .. •• 

tUust NII. he .aa-JiUced '° !iUpc:rfa:lal con· 
sdesadnt11$. n..1s not ~ qucstiua .,{ [ulfil. 

,~ ... ,. ,..,,,, • .. I t • , ••'"'- W ..... 

praoo&& of rP.fOl'm in th'l MU-:>n~ of Con. 
trill and E3!Jtem Eu~·c. Wllh 1helr opon-
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Anlbanad1w ttaM...,roecMm Hak, 8', WH ltorn In OfTi:onbltch, Gftm"'"Y· Foflotr

lng rAudlH In law, ecunomJat. pollh:al eclunco •nd Amert.:.,. hhtMy lln Ol"ntlNl)I 
•nd the Unhd IWl!e, he Mrve11 rn Ile foreign a181t'J sedton ol 1he MRJr Plaid ~
lule. In 1980 he llegan hla carccr "Oftn11n1·1 torelgn BerYICt, wltl potting& In tnd~ nnl,...,.. ......... L 

ling the Churc:h's inlerests, bul rather of 
a~ human righl, and ulrimllk'I~ td1 
e&-'ntlaJ foundadoo i:l lhe t){llitiul and 
IO(t'BI systca1&, ~ cullun: u{ a w;k;f1 
can dr.flnitdy be n:1'astm:d hy lruw much 
m.re il ~to l:hc prut«.Cioo R'l'.ld ~ <1 
1111:: ~ldedy Md the lick, as \ve{J as c:hild-
r'". 

J. MJ' J\mh~wfvr, fn yo11T nddtcss 
)"JU ht.~ righlly cmphnsiP'~ ''the du!ie! 
tmit b'uslir1g collllbnmtb1°' ~ ~ 
~r lb:publk. of <Jerman)' and ebc 
Hoty ~. Thi: ~of )'nl.,. mta.ioo 
continues do!' Fruitful t:ollabor.at:i~. ru 
my part I~ cunOnn ttJe wi~ fer 
a f\lnhct- . t and ~huiinz 
oC om snuruaf tt · 119. 
Whene~ tlH: doromertt<; of VllliCM ll 

and Comn I.aw mention tlae Omn:h ·s 
wilffn~ lo ooorerafc:" wkh lhe $Uttc, 
the ballilc rno<I~ in ~IY n5C t~ lhe O'Jr. 
ur rite well-bclnc d J>t'()p)c. who M'e cili· 
7.eR!I of the S<ttte and lhtftlbers of tht' 
Church. ~ Chureh a:nd Stal~ fan ~ 
rhe per.tonal and ~ml l'OCalJutt of 1hc 
5ante human~ "more C"JTccUvdy ror 
thr ICUUtl oI all if each wt>rks better fut 
whofc.o;unn: J.nldu;ii cooperation .. (C.audi-
um et ~-'· n. 76). The cm1conbts w;1h 
the rc..Jttru l!l1d wilh ~onaf B'J\'M1· 
nl\'fll" ~ fiienrily hanno~· ~~" 
Ille ffQfy See nnd thr. Federal Rt-puM;c or 
Germ.my in all n~lltts of mtilual irller· 
est. Jn tbi' cnn1X."Cli<.n1 l CAA c~ 1t1y 
pkw;ure rmt the bask law <Ji. the: J:t.derru 
llcpubfic()f Gcnmuwy. wh;d1 was~ 
cfraftctl and ~ by Cbristiamt,. And 
the agreemtnt.o; raufting fn;im the n"fa· 
tif>nship betwr':rn Chun:h md Staf~. cnn 
aho pn~ to be dfc:di,,~ in the newl_y
('.()~lldcd 514CP-S whkl1 ha\~. bee.D -.irri
lt!d to 1hc Fcdt:ru! RqM.1blic of ~any. 
II ~pedally c~~ the reel thaf, ;,, ~n 
lnln~ St.'CUl.cuiz.ed, pluralis(ic soc.I~· 
ty. lf te! St Ille abu listelti l'<l th!! 'K'ii.-e of 
the Cht!MJ for thl? Rood of tbr. ,11,. Sl>C
k:ty. The Churdi'" mission of diakmtia 10 
society ~"'f;U precisely in lhis. mar sftt: 

ing up imij t;fem<:Jcratlzatlon t'1P. f'l!Ople ot 
•hos~ countfie!t "8\19 won !)Ack fh&ir 
t.eedom. This WJP.B a1i'i0 - and in _. ep&
i;lol way - for ~e flROpf~ of the Germ1111 
state'! d Saxonv ~ruj Thuri1l{Jla. &th
SG1'-l\nhell end llfandentiuro, Mot.Iden· 
but9·Votp0mtnorn and Elllil ~ B~rlln. 6y 
rhafr pt'§.IOl!Put revolutlon riw German 
p00ple fn the ~t.mnttf' Oemocr.ttlc 
Rt}f>ubllc li:\ve helped sh!lfl'! the ~y 
ol 1reedom In Europe. A~r more than 40 
years of i,rllficial dlvfsk"lll my country 
won ba<'k lls unity on 3 OOC)t)P.r. The uni
licslti>'n of Gl'!OQen)I rrusl become a d&~ 
parture point tor lh!! orde1hw.J ot Europe 
In peat.G. for Europe's unified girawth, 
~ 011 the ele.mentary prlnclplee of 
democnlcy mnd human righlll. 

From lhe beginninv 01 your pontili
ollle, Hoty rt1ther, ycru have ~evoted 
yovrself tir~~y tn respect for ht•man 
ri{lflls. m; wo see In your fif3'1 Eric~fii;119, 
RtKJemptrJr llomlnis. ""d in your 
~h~ befC>fllt tile United NaUons 
G4neral A96enlbly In ~ York and 1t1e 
HtJfJ\Rn Righi& Commission in S!r~
bourg. Tfte cathottc Q-.urci1'g tlr~ 
cont11bc.ltlon to hum:sn rlghls Is mso 
Ghown by Ille Holy ~·" parliclpalloo in 
rhe Conferenc~ for Sectlrity and Coop
euttlon In Euruptt. The tlP.JU deciafit· 
lions of the r.scE follow-up conferonce 
in \llonM r>n r~1iglous frf!edOm ate 
be~d In no 9mall mea~r~ an lt19 llst Of 
~ulremenls fur lht' ~erci~ of tr~ 
d<>m ot fl!ligion and f;Onsr:ience whif:'.h 
tile Holy See pre!Jented tw<> ye:i"' 
earltef-• 
Sin~ the beijh1nlng '.11 yuur pnntffi

cme, Holv ralhP.r. you have remindOO 
the WP.Al that F.urope doeG nol end at tht! 
Elbe. No Otl& can ~ 'he 11Dpe1Jle 
which )")ti made to Evmpe"nG from S3n
ll~oc> di'! eon·1i>ooteh1 1100 the ~lghl!J or 
Monl Olaftc. th'lt thP.y nol bl'get lttf! Em:.1-
em part ot Eur(l()e b&lweer\ lhe f.lba and 
fh.e u r1J h~ . 

Howe\IOJ, "" ol lh11t wC•t~1 not be 
11noosih hAd yau rmt'bt:10 touud a wf.ly to 

East 411d West the FodG'rnl ~Po-•blic 
Germany also ~eee o-no of the m1tP- 1 

~lldes of our era. The Germ 
P11rHa11MtU, Ir! A deci&iOtl mule on 
July 1990 which the f:edefal O~rnm• 
confirmod 3nr.f oommvnicallld II) Ille P 
till, ~rnment.. &Apr~ ii& wUllr 
M!l91o c0nlinn deHnnl~ly wi\I) 3n Int• 
neliOflally recognh:Dd document tt1'J b
dera 0111ic'llng bP.tw@&n reunited Germs 
and 1tla Aepubf6c of Pofend. 

lhe Fec:!eral Repub11 c: ol Gef mfilly 
moN'fflled by i'8 andoavour thrauglt G 
man unlly to COTirr1bL4e to the '"° 
tterocdon of the peac9fuf ordering ot E 
CJ)Q. never Again 10 be drvided., and 
nu1ke ~e 11 vecure pe~ul cuo, 
&once and ~11-0emg for all ttie p(W)p 
of £urope. 

Durl09 1h!!! c:ous ce of a year, w~ I\: 
e~erfeo<:e<f chanlf9.!i l'1 Europe s 
('-wermarty wM::tt ~ '1aw been Uhl 
aglnable ~- The peOf)f 1!11 have , 
tided agstnst !he division ~ E.urc:i: 
They waRI us fn the We&tetn PQ'1 oC · 
continettt to help Cl1'81P. one Etsr<ve. 
1f1t, ltley look espedlll!y to !fie CS 
ProcP.68. to lntcgr1J"°'1 mto the EIKoPt: 
\..ommunity and to a unfted Gemwl 
Thetl9 9hf'ee proce98f. t\ave a clo9e 
IRHont~p ID one qootfi91'. ~ I~ no ..,. 
dflnt thal wt' In cri., E~an Comm1.11 
haw dOclded ~ WOft more rleci!liv 
br !tie aeadon of po1ftleel UM tty. Wift1 
the CSCE ~ Germ\WI ~nifi!S 
.;ould not ltaw tal<An ptace, and E 
opean unity ~tld not be ~ible. I 
QOUld we lmlllgfne a ~ :.rwJ r~ 
ordering of 5urope wittlt'IUI a Europ. 
SQciaty which lft tctady 1o 8<::1 to ~OI 
fl!! int@rests of Ha rr.owHber . m16om'1 
~II u ks ne5Qrlbourt. 

As Cerman unlfioatlon htls hec.-ome 
~el caWyst "1 lhe pr<>ees5 ot E 
~n unlly. ~ too ttl8 E\Jfopean C1 
munily. wt1t1 11$ P.QOnomlC rower snd 
re11dinoilS 1o glve N$ mombel'3 polil 
unity. ha sl'lown ilstlll IO tie l'I pofil 
sector wtth il'lfluence on 811 rJ El6c 
The Comm11nlty ia M ma:an•pl~ ttiat i 
~ti* to r1!GCHIC~ lhe h1htrvs16 Of 
tioM aoo peopters ~ 10 put them o 
common I~ to the heneftt ~ f\I 
stan~ IT)r lhe doparnrrll' from a poll 
of might end balance whir.ti in ff't~ 1 
was aimed against polltil;lll al'd ecr 
nilc rlvrtl!t and which ~ lo a 6ituatio 
whloll Eutopoans ton! at one anoVIP. 
3n ever-incr-oaUng nmiona!igtfc ell 
and In wr.ltfl Europe ln lhii& cantuiy 

·------·---- -
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How do you mc11sure 2$ years of a rc.larioaship bctwcc11 the Vatic:ia, the Catholic:: Church and 

the Jewish people? 

I thought hard about that question on Dec. $and 6, es I sat at meet.lags in Rome with the 

V11tic:an Secret:iri:it 011 Religious Relations with tbe Jews and then :n tbe coaehadloa assembly with 

Pooc John Paul 11. 

My fint aS!ociations went back ro my chHdhoa.d in Baltimore. On a Sa.bba.tb :after11oo:n, l recall 

vividly to rhis day the uory my father told me or how a Rus.si11n Orthodo:i: priest in the Ukraine 

il\011ntcd a pogrom a.gain.st my father's house on Gooci Friday one year. 

The priest, leading an enraged mob, seized my uncle, Anon, Crom the house and caus.cd ltilll to 

drown before the entire Jewish vilbgc. "God-forsaken Jew," the priest cried out, '"we offer you as 

ransom for the murder of Christ by the Jews." 

Throughout my childhood, I wu convinced that the central belief or ChriJtians was thar Jews 

were ;;i Chris1·~illi11g people. I was equally convinced thal Cbristiuis wcrc a homicidal people who 

lo;illcd Jewi. 

S111nding in Vatican Council U in Oc:1ober J96S, I struggled with a. mixture ot relier and disbelief 

as J watched the Va1ican Council adopt :ilmos1 unanimously "Nostra Aerate," which repudiated the 

Chiist·killer charge forever, and rcjcc:1c:d every (orm <if :111.1i·Scmi1ism, past, present ar future. 

My historical fantasy was 1ha1 h3d 1ha1 declaration, and the later Vatican Guideli.nes and Notes 

on Tcacbiug Abou1 Jews and Judaism been· 2dop1cd and implemented $OB yurs earlier, my unc::lc A:uon 

would probably be alive today. 

I am ;ilso convinced that bad this new cuhure of Catholic: respcc::t for Jews and Judaism been 

established ill 1be Christt:aD West centuries eulier, there is a senuiae likelihood rhAt moll of rhc 6 

mHlion martyred Jews murdered by the Nu.is mi,cbt well ba.ve been alive today. 

Thu is how f:ueful I believe the revolutionary developme11t in Catholic·Jcwish relations over the 

pan 25 years has become. 

From my own direct experience in intcrreligious relatio11s over the J)IUt quarrer-<:entury, I can 

1cstit' y 11111 not ~ single Catholic textbook 1od:iy used in the Voitcd States, puts of Western Europe 

and in Sourh America contain any anti·Scrai1ic references. 

Compare thar wi1h the 1937 Baltimore catechism, which was literally a textbook in teaching 

religious 11nti·Semitisot 10 a whole gcocration of Catholic: parochial students ill this country. That 

c:a1echism bas bec11 revoked and docs 11ot exist anymore. 

The ocher ~e:isure of 1hc historic impact of Nostr:i Aetate is to be t'ou~d in the c:i:traordinary 

network or Ca.tbolic:·Scwish dialosue groups in literally every major city in the United St:Ucs, much or 
Wcuern Europe, Latin America, South Africa, Australia and New Zeabnd. 

Having helped establish many of rhese groups over a period of 10 yea.rs of intensive tnvcl after 

Vatican Council II. J can testify how these fac:c·to·face rcla1io11shi.P3 have begun to tr111sform pcuon:il 

auitudes between tens of thousands of Catholics and Jews. 

You can go to any o( these network groups end find Catholics aud Jews who participste i.11 the 

dialogue relating to each other as friends :and neighbors. and 1101 alienatc:d by the ancienr hosrile 

sterco1ypcs :ind suspicions. No small ac:hicvcmcat i11 2S yc:ars! 

Sitting in Rome earlier this monrh, it was rcassurh1g to be11r one cardinal and bishop after 

(more) 
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another dcc:l:irc that whatever the ouut;inding problems arc between CathollC$ and Jews, the movement 

of mutual respect and solidari1y i.s Mirreversible." 

A11d then on Thunday, Dec. 6, i11 the prcscnc:c of some 60 Catholic and Jewish leaders Cro111 

many parts of the world, Pope John Paul II reiterated bis oft-stated conviction that Ood's '°venant 

'lllitb the. Jewish people is pcrm:anenL 

He then added that no dialogue between CatholiC$ and 1ews should take place wlthou1 reflecting 

011 the horron of tbe Nazi Sho:ih agaiast the Jews. :iad the :111.ti·Semitism which tt14de ia possible. 

The weakest li11.k in his pronouncement was his vague, mystical reference to the holin= of 

Jcru$<1lem and the Holy Lan4 to Jews, Christiau and Moslcrn.s. Some Jews were disappolntcd by Uiai 

refrain, but my realism tells me th:u only the Government of Israel bas the authority 10 negotiate fvll 

diplomatic rcl:itions with the Vatic:in, ;ind will do so in its.own good lime. 

Some Jewish skepticislll or cynicism emerged since ibis 2Sth observance ha Vatic:an Ciry. What is 

the value of these pronounceo1cnts by Vatican a.uthorities and the pope about anti-Se111iaism, and 

respect for Jews and Judaism? It h:is bcc:n said already; there is notbi11.g new. 

There :ire nearly a billion Catholics scattered around the world. Except (or the United Statci, 

putS or Wesrern Europe :ind elcrie:al leaders in puts of South America, the: majority of rhc world'• 

C:uholic:s do 0111 know that tbcre is $UC:h a document u Nostra Acuite, and arc: ignorant &bout tbe 

Church's fundamcntilly cbaoged doctrines toward Jews aod .Judaism. . 

Ar the meeting with the: pope, a Polish bishop, Hcoryk Muszynski, prescn1cd to John Paul II the 

rirst volume or a Polish .irans'3tion of Noura Act:ile, ·oth~r basic Vatican documents :iad most or the 

pope's positive speeches on respect for Jews and Jud;iism. It has taken 2S years for these: critia.1 

Vaticln Council doc:umc:ou even to become kno'"'n 10 Polish Ca'tholics. 

Similar ignorance of these histori.:: changes arc common in cnuch of Eastern Europe:, wbcrc :inti

Scmitism flourishes, and io large: p:irts or South America, Africa and Asia. 

The repetition or th~sc statements by the pope arid other respected Yatic:i.n nthoritics are 1101 

a luxury. They arc a necessity if we :arc ever to uproot the sources of this social pathology of 

dcmonizing Jews and Israel. 

I do not expect to · be around for the SOth annivc:rs:iry o( Nostra Actatc, but OD a personal note, 

let me just say th:u I reel privileged and deeply gratified to have been part of this historic movement, 

which hu literally tr:insformed the: course of the 1,900 years of Catbolic·Jcwisb relations. 

Rilbbi Marc H. Ta11mbaum is ti~ former inurnatio11a/ rtlatio11s director to thL Am1rican Jtwlsli 

Commi11tt. and is immtdiatt past clutir1111111 of the lnttrnational Jewish Commilltt on /tUtl'rtlitious 

C1msi;/1a1ions. 
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The Vatican Pushes Forward 
On Auschwitz, Anti-Semitism 
AlANHITSKY 
A.uo.:llGI< HJib 

The Catholic Church 
lust. week nH1ffirm.ed 
a Sept.ember decision 

to light anti-Scmalism in 
Bastern Europe and an· 
nounccd it. has provided 

·funds to complete a 
Carmelit.e morUU1lery uff lha 
grounds of the Aui>ehwitz 
concentration camp in 
Poland. 

The decision& were Dn· 
noWtced HS part or U two-duy 
meeting Dt lhe Vatican bet
ween 30 representatives of 
the International Jewish 

· Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations and 20 ulOm· 
bersoft.hcchun:h hierarchy. 

Rnbbi Irwin Gruner of 
Congregation Shaarey 
1..cdtsk in Southfield alt.ended 
t~ meetings tt.S president of 
Conservative Judaiam•e 
Rabbinical Assombty. He 
said tho achons in Rome 
"are important lo UN as Jews 
because of lhe sibrnificant in
crecu;e in unt.i&m.il.iHm in 
eastern l!:urope. The 
Catholic Church has great 
power lo moderate and 
reduce t.he leveJ uf unti· 
Semitism in lhe8e tioCieties 
w1def\,•ving radical change." 

The Vutiun agreed to 
translate and widely 
disseminate recent Church 

slntemonls on Catholic· 
Jewish ties.. Th.is is sil,rnifi
canl. Habbi Groner said, he
cawio ••it would invo)vo the 
Church ill>elf in presenting 
its own understanding of tho 
crime of genocide iu the 
heart of eastern 1'~urope." 

The Pope told I.he brroup. 
"No dialoguo bet.ween 
Chrisliuns and Jews can 
overlook the painful experi· 
eoce uf lhe Shoah." The .Pope 
used lhc word Shoah. the 
Hebrew lt!rm for lhe Hol<>
causL 

"There have been 
some steps 
forward, and some 
steps back • •• but 
we are moving 
forward again." 

Rabbi Groner 

The Jewish represent· 
alives ahm recommended 
Church support for &ecula.r 
legisluLion ugDinst. rucitll 
und rclil:ious discrimina
lio n; a joint. Jewish
Christiun liaison OOIDlnil.tee 
in F~tcm Europe; and sup
port ror cducaliunul pro· 
b'TilfllB lhnt teach t~spcct for 
.Juduism and other TC· 
ll1,<ions. 1'he Pope endorsed 
lhes e: c <Jnceph. Rabbi 
Croner said, "uml we fool 

this is a signific:ainl i.1.cl> for
ward.'' 

Rabbi Groner was disap
poi ntcd that. the Vul.ican 
wollld not move on recogni
tion of the State of Israel 
Ycara ago, tl1e Chun:h Wt· 
nounced it had uo theologi· 
cal olijeiclioru; to recob'Oiz.ing 
the Jewjsh t1late0 bul it has 
nol done 80 on political 
grounds, fearing n brettk 
with Ar.ab govenuncnt.s. 

1n ntldition to the majm· 
is.c;ucs Ji8CW!Sed during the 
two daya> of meetings, .Rabbi 
Croner tiaid a small bit of 
history was made. The Dec. 
5 lw1choon. al which UaLbi 
Groner was w;koo to say tho 
Hruuo~ (blessing ove r lhe 
bread), was the tirst kooher 
meal in Vatican history. 

"Jewish expectations (of 
Ca tholic-Jewish rotations) 
are very higl•," the rabbi 
i;aid. "And we ure making 
prot,'Tt.~. But it ta.Jres time to 
reverse u puinful h.is lory of 

·1,900y~ ... 
'l'he meolings losl week 

marked the 2Gt.h ormiver· 
sary of Nostra Aetate,thc 
paµal statement breaking 
lhe Chul·ch"K position that 
Je\W are guilty of dcicitlo in 
the dvat.b uf Chris t.. 'l'he 
International Jewish 
ConuniUee oo Interreligiou::1 
Consultations bas m 1:1t. twery 
two y~t1rs at the Vnti('.an 
~incc. N o:;tra A f!late, with u 

Rabbi Groner was one of 30 Jewish represenlatil1es who met wilh 1he 
Pope. 

&.ecring committee meeting 
in the off y~. The com
mittee includes reprcsent
ut.ives uf Lhe Synagogue 
Cuuncil of America, tho 
World Jewish Cungrcss, tho 
American Jewish Corn
mi tt.oe and thu Ant.i
Dcfnmat.ion League. 

Rabbi Croner character~-. 
tld the dillluguo hetwoon the 
Cutholic and Jewish 
spokesmen a~ "open and 
fra nk. 'J'his b'l-OUl» has muve<l 
far beyond good will to ad
dress some of the painful 
issues in which Jewiah and 
Cal ho I ic pc1·ce1>lions am 
very ditfon:nl. It is a tribute 
lo the new t;pirit in the 
Catholic Church that. these 
suhjecl.s \wuld be discUS!led 
in on utmospherc (Jf mutual 
~JM:Cl." 

In recent years. J ews a ncl 
Col.ho licit wore Jivirlcd 
publicly on lhe Curmclit..c 
momuttury egta bli.!dacd 011 

t.hc 1::rouncJs of Auschwilz, 
tho v~tiClln's refu.sul to rec
ui;nize Jiwaul tmt.I, in the 
United Sta les. o.-posln~ 
viewpoint:. uu ..aoortiun .. 

" 'l'h<:rc hnvc l>cl!n .!;Ome 
slops fol'ward, auJ MUOH! 

swps back - such as the 
Popo meelln~ with Aus1ri.m 
Chnncello•· Kw1. Waltlli.·1111 
- but we are moving for
waa·J ai;oin," Uuhhi Grn1h:1· 
said. 
"lf my Poli:J1 folht!1· \ ... crn 

alive loday, lio woul<l lwve 
said some critical thiuf!.i 
(about the Catholic Cl1111 .. Id 
bul ho wuulJ huve LolcJ nh: lo 
.:o lu the muoliug any· 
wny." I I 
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Approach too simplistic 
I found Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld's 

remarks concerning diplomatic re
lation5 between the Holy See and 
the State of Israel rather simplistic 
and grossl)!Jmsubstmtiated."" · 

Schonfeld was quoted in the Nov. 
30 issue of The Jewish Week as say
ing: "They really have a problem 
because we have come back to the 
Holy Lan~ when. according to their 

(
.belief, we were exiled because we 
didri' t believe in Jesus." 

While this may have been the at
titude of my forefathers, it hardly is 
so today. · 

·· In his apostolic letter olfilnil 20, 
1984. Pope John Paul Il wrote: "For 
the Jc.wish people who live in the 
State of Israel and who preserve in 
that land such precious testimonies 
to their history and their faith, we 
must ask for the desired security and 
the due tranquility that is the prerog
ative of every nation and condition 
of life and of progress for every so
ciety." 

This is an indisputable affmna-

December 14, 1990 

tion of Israel's right to live in peace 
and security as a society and a na
tion. 

Schonfeld was present, along 
with 25 other Jewish leaders, in my 
office Ol\Nov. 21, 1989. to meet the 
new president of the Holy See's 
Commission for Religious Rela· 
tions with the Jews, Archbishop F.d· 
ward Cassidy. During that meeting 
the archbishop reminded those pres
ent that the question of fi.111 diplo
.matic relations between the Holy 
See and Israel was not an issue for 
the Catho!ic-"Jewish Dialogue but 
rather for the competent authority of) 
diplomats of the Holy See and the 
State of Israel 

While those of us who are in
volved in Jewish-Catholic di3logue 
truly, look forward to that day wh~ 
the Holy See and tsrael will enjoy 
_full diplomatic retafions it d t 
serve either of our communities in 
being simplistic about the complex· 
ity of diplomats of the Holy See and 
the State oflsraeL 

Israel is centtal to our dialogue in· 
sofar as it is important for us as 
Catholics to understand what the 
State of Israel means to each and ev
ery Jew. It is not within our compe
tency to be diplomats but rather \ . 
builders of a real, healthy mutual un
derstanding and respect for each 
other·s community. 

.. 
Brother William Martyn 

Director 
Commission on Ecumenical 

and I nterreligious Affairs 
Archdiocese of New York 
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P~ldent 
Joseph J. Schwam 

Jst Vke Praldtnt 
Ludwig R·IPP 

A&Soc. Ylce Prr-sldent 
Or. Aaron O\atl 
Larry Sheldon 

Trcasurtr 
Joseph Zirnilover 

Fla..anciaJ Sttrelary 
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Mn. Pa" H•m<U . A 
EXECUTIV'ESECRETARY ~ 

November 29, 1990 

His Exce Heney 
Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy 
President, Commission fox Reli9ious 
Relations With the Jews 

I 00120 
Vatican City 

Dear Archbishop Cassidy: · 

FABIAN SCHO 
R~bbi 

I was happy to have the opportunity to meet you again 
last week in New York, I am still under the impact of the Prague 
rreeting and again tell you how very much we appreciated your openi:-, 
statement and your call for Teshuvah. I believe that throughout t'h 
entire period of catholic-Jewish relations such an expression had 
never been ·heard before. If future relations will continue to be 
improved then it will be due in no small measure to your own contri 
in this matter. Permit me, however, to ad4 a comment which refers 
remarks that you made at the meeting. 

W-1en discussing the problem o! tlle diploma.tic relations 
between Israel and the Vatican you presented the usual arguments wt: 
are well known to us and which from a Vatican perspective are not ~ 
and have been publicly stated be!ore. What did cause me some uneas 
was your 9bservation that .. i!--I.s&ael--wan...ts to be a member of the 

...._.,,,_..,. civilized family of nations then she would have to behave like one. 
A second observation that you made was in the form of a request":"' Th: 

(

instead of putting pressure on the Vatican to extend recognition to 
Israel, the Je-!'.,ish community should pressure Israel to be more respt 
to the concerns of the VatJ..ca • 

Having had the pleasure of knowing you and of meeting you 
I know that those observations were made in good faith and in a 
spirit of great friendship. Nevertheless, they did touch upon a 
raw nerva not only in myself but with others to whom I have spokon. 
I Jfglieve Israel'& behavior in difficult circumstance& is far super . 
~that· of those who seem intent constantly to condemn her, espec . 
the resolution re9ardtn9 the incident on the Temple Mount whieh 
certainly had an air of hypocrisy and double standard. Given the 
difficult conditions which pertain in the Middle East and the dange: 
with which Israel is s~rrounded we believe that Israel is behaving · 
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a far more civilized manner than any other nation, both in .the Moslem and 
Christian community. I -need not cite you examples of what takes place in 
other countries, i-ncludi-ng those in Europe. Secondly, there is no possibilit· 
~ American Jews puttin9 pressure on Israel since Israel is a sovereign State 

and makes up its own mind. Especially when it cornes to the recognition that 
she seeks from the Vatican you will find that Jews throughout the world agree 
with Israel's position. 

'/ltj dear Arch.bishop, l 'W'rite these lines to you l:>eeause you have 
demonstrated your friendship to Israel and the Jewi5h people and I ~now you 
will accept my cOll'll"Clente in the same spirit in which you made your own. 

~ile we have accomplished a great deal we have a lonq way to. 90 
before real brotherhood will reign and before our dialogue will reach a level 
to which both of our faith co111JDunities aspire. 

Finally. let me say that I am sorry that I will not have the oppo:-tur. 
of seeing you a9ai-n in Rome. I am convinced that our relationship will conti: 
to prosper and bring about true peace and mutual understanding between Catholi 
Jei,.rish cotl\lllunities. 

Sincerely yours, 

-~--,. 

FS:ph 



Archdiocese of New York 

COMMISSION ON ECUMENICAL AND JNT.ERREllGIOUS AFFAIRS 

Rabbi Fabian SChonf el.d 

JOU Fir-st Avenue. New York, New York 10022 
(212) 371-1000 .ext. 3055 Fax (212) 319-8265 

DeceJnb:'r 14, 1990 

Youn;J Israel of Kew Gardens Hills 
150-05 7oth Road 
Flushing, New York 11367 . 

Dear Rabbi Sdlonf eld: 

cardinal O' Conno+ asked me to resporxt "to yoor letter of 
December 4th oonoexnirq the PLO slogan placed upon the done of the 
<llurch of the Holy Sep.tl.cher. 'Ibe cardinal awreciates your 
frustration am cx:mcern al:oJt the graffiti placed on the date. 

It is not always the 100St prudent thin;J to speak ~t alxut 
every event which occurs within any given soc:iety. As you are 
aware, the cardinal does speak out when he :believes he has a mssage 
to share with others. He speaks with a deep sense of integrity. 

To be,quite honest with yoo, I fini it diffia.llt to ~te the 
graffiti on the d~ of the Qrurdl of the Holy Se?Ucher with the 
incident of the Hospice. I have observro duri.IXJ visits to Israel 
anti-Israeli as well as anti-Palestinian graffiti on many 1::uildings 
throughout the land. Yes, the question of double standard should be 
asked in reqards to the graffiti one sees. 

Rabbi, I think that we are at a po.int where we both agreed at 
the last Synagogue c.ouncil of America am Bishq:s consultation 
rreetirg that we have to begin to loak at hCM our perceptions may 
differ on ~s which effect each of us. 

I do not speak for the cardinal, l:ut I do believe that if he 
were to write about the graffiti on the dame of the Olurch of the 
Holy Sepulcher, shculd a more serious event happen in Jerusalem or 
in Israel, his words would hold less weight. I respect the· 
judgement of the Cardinal to speak at the proper m::nnent without 
prodclin;J from anyone .. 

With best regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

w.44'.4" ~~ ./.#. 
Brother William J. Martyn, SA 
Di.rector 
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Hb Eminence 
John CardiAal o•eounor 
Archbishop of l:iew York 
1011 Fir~t Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Card.irui.l o 'Connor: 

December 4, 1990 

I have r~cently returned from Israel and brou9ht with roe 
a picture of the DoI4e of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher which has 
been defaced by PLO slogans. ! do not lclKJW whether at the ti.me <:Ji 
this writing this desecrati:ng il:la9e is still there. Upon my ·return 
I shct.ted the picture to Brother ~tartyn wo J11ade a copy and assiued 
ne. he would show it to you. 

I am fully aware of your own feelings of outrage at th~ 
time of the incident. re;atinq to the Hospice. We have had opportunity 
to ex~han9e views on that matter. I m equally aware of a subsequent 
Cl01\UIU1 in which you so courageously attacked the prejudicial U.N. vote 
1'lieh inade Israel, to use your own strong words, the scapegoat for 
the present Gulf crisis. 

Without going into details regardinq the eventsBBUrrounding 
the Hospice I do wish to tell you that I .felt a sense of outrage 
myself at seeing the PLO symbols on the Dome of the church. I am 
sure that you will find an Qpportunity to express your own views on 
t.he subject. However, I ai:t puzzled by the total silen~e of the 
"t.Drld Christian community at th.is act of desecration by the PLO. 
As controversial as the Hospice situation may he, you will readily 
agree that no dosec:ration or d.isfacem.ent had taken place. So one 
can readily understand the puzzlement which many of us feel at the 
tntAl silence of the church comm-unity as regards the Dome of the 
Jbly Sepul~her situation. 

I feel somehow frustrated that the world at large had not 
l:een informed of that insult perpetrated by the PLO. Is there not, 
Cl'l.e may justifiably as, a double standard applied to this situation? 
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J:ooving 
vUl ,,,.J";,,to be a p1aU8 - of hanOr an4 intt19titY 1 Iii\ ¢6 tlia~ Y""' 

JDelte acnne oaamen.ta. 

With expressions 0£ ••t.«m, 
I am, 

J~urpectfully yours, 

FSsph Rabbi fabiall Schontel4 



10: 36 YO~ING ISRAEL l\GH 

Brother William J. Martyn, S.A. 
E>tecutive Director 
Archdiocese of New York 
1011 First Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear nrothe~ liartyn: 

November 29, 1990 

It was nice seeing you last week at the meet~9 with 
.Bishop Cassidy. 

I am wondering if you had an opportunity to show the 
pietaire of the defaced dome of the Cbarch of the Roly Sepulcher 
to the Cardinal. I believe there should be some reaction of 
some high official of the catholic c~unity. 

I would appreciate your response. 

Sincerely yours, 

FS:ph Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
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.O'CONNOR TO BE 
;.BRIDG B TWEEN 
·h 

'ISRAEL AND POPE 
By RANSDEU. PIERSOi" 

Juh11 Cttn.llnal O'Connor's trip 
tq Israel next month wlll help 
P ope John Pnul II decide 
whether tu forge diplo1nntlc tics 
·with the Jewish slntc, ncconlh1g 

, lo Jewish lenders In New York. 
~ O'Connor will begin n whirl· 
l wind nine-day trip lo the Mid
. cu.st on Dec. 28. !!pel\(ling· J1111. 5-7 
;_ h1 Jerusalem nml Tel Aviv. 
~ lie will also visll l!:gypl, l..cba
~ non, Syrin 11.nd Jonlan as heod of 
~the Catholic Near ll:a!!l Welfare 
: Assocution - a church relic{ 
~ ngency thnt offers aid to the war
'. scarred region. 
; One of O'Connor's unslnted 
; goals is "lo a.cl as n stalking 
~ hon;e to sound oul )!irncll offl· 
~ cials about the practicality of 
~ moving toward diplomatic rela
:; lions," a Jewish leader told The 
1: Post. 

:; . 

··-: .f 

.··:. 

-~ ·:. 
:.', .,,:· .. ~ . / 

~ .:.:,.-· ·,: "The cardinal Isn't going on his 
,• own, but lu coo1·dln11llon with, 
i aud with special Instructions CARDINAL o~CONNOR POPE JOHN PAUL II 
i .)~om, the Pope," said the leader, Mideast-bound. · Considers diplomatic link. 
-~ho asked to remain anony-

mous. sadors because or such concerns prospects of a diplomatic link. 
;. i .Archdiocese spokesman Joseph ns the plight of Palestinians and During ·" speech last sununer 
J ;~willing downplayed the portray· the question of access to sacred In Brazil, Tanenbaum explained, 
~ p.~. saying: "All I ce.n tell you ls the sites In Jerusalem. "The Pope said he would wel· 
r lltlrpose of the tdp Is for Cardinal During a 1987 visit to Israel, come full re~nllons with ls1~acl 
5 Q:Connor to evaluate the work" of O'Connor jumped the gun and ar- provided outstanding problems 
( ltie relief agency. · ranged Interviews wllh Israeli could be resolved." 
~ ,zl{!· ut he added. "Obviously dlplo· Pr ime Minister Yllzhuk Shamir 
~ Tanenbaum said O'Connor In-' l allc relations with Isrncl o..1·e nud President Chaim llerzog with· 

1 
d 

1 f. ;11.fl ongoing topic of lnte1·est to out Vatican approv~1l. d cate iis own fil'm support for 

t
. ,the cardinal and the Vatican." lie had to cancel official visits diplomatic relations during a 

• \• meeting here last September 
~ .Jn an Interview In this week's lo their government offices, but with Polish Cardinal Jozef 
Catholic New York, O'Connor the embarrassed cardinal apolo- Glemp and 12 Jewish leaders. i l!ald he Is willing to meet with glzed to the offended dlgnltnrles 

~ tgovernment officials who want by meeting Herzog al the Israeli "O'Connor turned lo Cardinal 
->" t, .\9 see me" during his Mideast president's home. Glemp," Tanenbaum said, "and 

f; }11ip. ~ ll_abbl Marc Tanenbaum. an In· asked him If he would join him In 
~ ~ tAlthough the Vatican recog- ternatlonal expert on Vatican· an effort to advnnee full dlplo-
~ 1Plzes the sovereignty of Israel, It Jewish relations. said he Is matte relations between the Holy 
; ~yis refused to exchange ~-~bas- ~~~rdedly o_p_1_1m_1s_t_1_e_a_bo_u_t_t_h_e.......,,...S_ce_a_n_d_I_s_r_ae_1_:_· ____ _ 
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VATICAN Af'r'EARS TO If. REl'JilNIUNG 
Plf'LOMATIC H:LATIONS WITH ISRAIL •1 Dt•r• N1t1tlfHM C•hea 

NEW YORK., Dec. )() (JTA) - Tiu: V11icao 
appears to be 1econsideri111 Its absc.co or dlplo· 
mule rolelions with lsraol bconse U I• COllCC:r .. ed 
that it may aol have • voioe In the Middle Eut 
pe:iico prooeu, acoordioa to several oburvers of 
Catholic· Jewish rel• tions. 

But they HY tbat 1ioc1 diploma1ic potlllons 
cvohe 1radu11Jy at the Vaticu, it •o\fld be 
pnunaturo to talk al)out ~ date who• tMI Holy See 
ml1ht be rudy to cetabllsll formal rolaUons with 
1he Jewbh slate. 

Ncvertholcu, evJdcnco of ln~remental chuae 
In the V1tlo1n'• ~ltlon on Israel can be seen io 
lwo devclopmentt, observers $ay. 

One h the planned vjslt 10 Israel 11u1 week 
of New York'• Cardinal John O'Connor, who is 
scheduled to lbect wieh Pr~idHI Cllalm llenoa. 
Prime MiniUer Yit:ihttlt Sh1unlr and Jerusalem 
Mayor Teddy Kollek. 

Tho other It a <ll$Cuuio11 of the Vatlcu't 
role · 1 tho Middle ~Ht that tOClk place •• • 
conference or C~thollc 1ciltolut In Bari, ll1ly. oa 
Dec . ll·l-4. 

O'Connor, who wlll alto vitlt E1ypt, Jordaa, 
Lebanon and possibly Syrie, hat loa9 been 0111 or 
tho mo" outspoken $Upporttn In the CarhoUc 
hleterchy of lhe Vatican etl!\blithin1 diplomuic 
rchatlons whh lsnol. 

11 is ooasldored tilttlflcant that tho Ne" 
Yo rk archbishop 19 booltendl111 bb trip with vhitt 
10 Rome beforehllld '"d afterward. 

llal1 11•$ No YalJua Bu111!1l1 
Borore leavl1ta Now York, O'Conaor said he 

would be avallabl11> to Dl•ct with eny lsr20ll lead· 
era, relitlous or civic, who wanted to do so. 

Tho cardinal accepted an i nvhation hora 
P1e1idcn1 Herzog before he lert New York ind hH 
1lnee made uran1emoats to meet with the prime 
minister ud MAyor Kollok In lhclr offices duin1 
hit visit. 

If be don 10, that will bo a chl'll~e hom 
bis lut vislC IO lsr11cl h~ 1917, whoa he waa 
forced at tlto lut ml11\lte to cucal mcetin4s wlt1' 
the same officl1l9, whioh be had scheduled with· 
out prior VulcH epprQV!ll. O'Coanor had to make 
bl1 embarraSKd apolo9lcs at a meeti11 in lier· 
zoa'• official ,,sldence. 

At the tlm~. "someooo In tho Vatican In· 
formed the apostolic dele111• in Jenllalem to call 
orr all the meeflnga O'Connor had pl111ned with
out 1cllin1 him." a~rdinJ 10 Rabbi Maro T\nen· 
~. who 'IYH tlteo chaln,11111 of ihe ltterwatronal 
JiWfah Committee on lnterrelialout Con11.1lt11tion1. 

II wu 0 H lodlcellon oJ how doterminod 
some in the Vaticin were to undermine any 
s11ccen Qn th•• trip," he uid. 

Tblt time, O'Connor iJ 9oln1 to Israel with· 
out any apparent restn1lnt~ fro111 the Varicaa. 

"There are a number or si1ntrHient sisns 
that the Vatica" h 1earchin9 for appropriate ways 
to i01prove diplomatJo rclaUons whh l11r1el that, 
In time, CID lead to the establishmcal or run 
d iplomalic rtl-tions.," laid Tanenbaum. 

"O'Connor'• trlp ~kn clo•r the ci.an1e in 
umo1phe1e,,. he aald. 

Anorlaer lndl~don ii the meetl111 q( Catholic 
1cholar1 iii Bari, Italy, which lnued 1 communique 
1tatin1 th11 Ille Vatican must be Included IA any 
Middle Eat1 mcaotlatlons involvln1 the uatus of 
Jen sale•. 

Ir the iuue b left to ne1ot1uloru only 
bc1wee9' Israel end the Arab ttatet, h'IYt and 
Mo1lenu will be represented while Chrhtlans .... 111 
not. M Id the tcholan. who ere experts on l111tr· 
nation•I l•w. e..-01 la• aa<I pollllcel science. 

The Vatican, they said, ••flu the rlaht 10 
pertlel(>lto lo •01 'reaional' isS\IO compatible •i1h 
Its proper role." 

'Unc'• A Ni• wi..a llt11!11' 
Th• oontmunique •l'o defon~e~ the Y•ticu•'s 

position that JeruHlcm oeC'd1 an lutcrnauon3lly 
1111ranttcd 1111ute to proleol It u 1 chy open 10 
Clulstlaos, Jews 11od Moslems. 

There is "frustratioa and col\corn" amon1 
Catllolio. that lf the Middle East peace talh 
proceed, .... equitable tottlement may be JD•de on 
lhe q~tUIOD or Jen1SAle111 Ollt.Cludln• them, mini· 
,.lziDI the rolo of the V1llo111,1' 11ocordlng 10 

lhbbi A. Ja•n ll•dl•. dir~lor of ln1erreli1lou! 
afhir• at Ille Amoricu Jewish Commlncc. 

"Th•r•'t a acw wind blowin1 from 1he 
Tiber,'' ho tald ... We arc seci•I lhe beslnnll11 of 
.Ome1hl•1 aol•& 00 ltere. It's ••••ys 111btlc with 
the Y•tlcu, but there's a dlrferenl sense Chan 
1here wu •vee four or rive moatlts a10." 

"'braol hat mad" clear that the V•tican 
cannot participate fully in the Middle E1nt peace 
Pr<>«tS unlott they have full dlplo1111tic rein · 
lion$." saht Elu Steinbcra. necu1lve ~irector ol 
the Wo(ld Jcwbh Con1reu and a spokesperson for 
Ed11r Jlr4J11f1r11n1, the current chairman or UCIC. 
•llletl otflolally represents world /•wry la dealing, 
wlt1' tile VttlCISI. 

Vulaa" orrlcll\h "aro now 4011)1 thtough II 

vorr terioat re·oumlnation, wllh the view " ' 
1alv11c t0rneU1ina connruollvo 90 they oan bl' 
players in tile Mlddlo Eur," uid Tanenbaum. 

" ho arc not a player now and need tu 
(ind a way to et 

he u d, ~e!-!:..!.!.t~ic~-:lll.a&~au.£g...u...w~!..!;~ 
matl~ rel11tlo111 wl more t an 

p ~11111~1 c relations wlth the 

brHljl pP'C Wiii Ct•,llu.lllu 
hrHl, which bu not dltcclly p\usued rcl11 

tloas with 1he Vstl~fl reoe1uly, would not ncee~· 
urily find 1bi1 tbe besl limo for tile Vellcan 111 
make h1 move, Tanenbaum said. 

"Now tlilt lh1 lsracll9 are involved wil t. 
terlo-.1 ocaodatloJll whll the Palestinlu11," It.
said, "they do not want more 90111pllc11ion~. 
which CO\lltl -.Coonte seriouJ o*>,tacle1" to puce. 

Tt.o Vatican renaaiu Cit• 01'1)' 1t11e In Eur 
ope aot to have fonnal dlpJof1111tl~ relationi ~· i th 
Israel, l\Otcd Moshe 01100., the bn.oli forci111 
Minlttry's 1dv~r oa nlatlo111 with noft·Jcwa. 

"Israel 11 4e0nltely intereste~ ••d willln& t <.' 

have diplomJtic t1!atlons will• all so~ucl1n coun 
tries io tlao world, and the Vatlean is ooe ul 
them.." he n14 in llll Interview from. leru"lom. 

And ""c hope anyone wants tQ join the 
Middlt £4st peece ttlb ••11U 10 it for poslllve 
rouo,i1," lte actde4-



Se~our c. Reich 
chai::ian 

D::-.• t.ecn Fe.ld:ia.n 
CQ::":SUltant 

Sy~~qc9ue Council cf America 
327 Lexinqtcn Avenue 
Ne• York, NY 10016 
Te!: (212) 686-8670 
Fax: (212) 686-8673 

!:Uit:JPEAN SECREl'ARUT 

World 3e~ish Ccnqress 
1 Rue de. Vare::ibe 
llll Ceneve 20, svit:erland 
Te!: (41) 22- 734-13-25 
Fax: (41) 22-73-33-985 

;.::e=ican ~e~ish Co::.::U.ttee 
lo3 ~a~~ 56 Street 
::e·-· '!o: it, NY 10022 
~e!: (212) 751-4000 
Fax (2:.2) 751-4018 

s•::ei B'rith/ 
:...~ti ce:a:a~ion League 

a:::J U.N. Pla::a 
N~~ York. NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 490-2S25 
:ax: (212) 867-0779 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMIITEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

TO ALL M~BERS OF IJCIC's 
CONSTITUENT AGENCIES! 

January 1 ·, 1991 

Attaxhed we are sending you some items which are of 
current interest and relevant to our activities. 

The material deals with the following items: 
The Carmelite convent at Auschwitz 
Advqncement of the Vatican hierarchie to Cardinal 
Pope Urges Mideast Conference 
Pope Urges solution for Palestinians 
Exchange of corresponce between Dr. Emilio Castro (WCC) 

· and D=. G. M. Riegner 
RESTRICTED ARTIClE - Anti-~emitism in a Cfanging World 

hy Dr . S.J. Roth (please observe the COPYRIGHT) 

Items concerning the ~eatification of Queen Isabella 
from Jewish Week and Religious News Service 
Items from Anti-Defamation League and Rabbi L. Klenicki 
Correspondence of of Rabbi A. James Rudin with 
high Church dignitaries 

An Analysis of the Polish Bishops' Pastoral Letter by 
Rabbi A. James Rudin and items from the press 

The Israel Inter::aith Associi . ·: . . 
P.o.B. 7739 · -~e Pope's 'Ur1>i et Orbi' Message - "A Light Has Shined." 
3e~sale:: 91.0'77 0 Isra.i ~ f h A li D 1 d dd · d Tel: c972> 2_ 63_52_12 CCilrresponoience rom t e posto c e egate an a en a . 

Syna;09Ue Counci1 ot America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
Nev York, KY 10011 
Tel: (212) 686-8670 
Fax: (212) 686-8673 

Wc~ld 3ewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenge 
Ne~ York, KY 10022 
Tel: (212) ~55-5770 
Fax: (212) 755-5883 

LAF/ 

·~ew Spirit should extend to Eastern Europe, by P.F. Fumagalli 
Kurzinfonnationen from HERDER KORRESPONDENZBLATT {jan. '91) 

If this material warrants further clarification, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Thank you for your continued interest and cooperation. 

.. 



B•yao.ar Jtelc:• 
Ch•,.ziaan 

Dr. i:...0:11 l'eldaaa 
Consul.t&ni:. 

~•ric:aa SocretariAt 
Sy~·9~• council ot .t.acric:. 
327 lAxin~on Avenue 
~·v York. · 11'1 1001& 
Chll CU-1610 
Fu: . C2ll) H6-H7l 

Europ•aa B•cratariat 
Wo=ld ~•vish Conqre•• 
l Ruo 4o V&r•>lbo 
1211 Geneve 20~ SltiUe.rland 
(022) ,.J&-U•25 

a•na1 B'rl~ Intorna~on&l 
16&0 JU.ode ?eland Av••• •·•· 
Vastinqton. J:IC lOOl' 
c2021 •n-uoo 

-~• I•r•ol Int•=t•1~ A.ssoc1&tion 
P.O .• B. 77)9 
c:usalo~ fl.0,7, I•r••l 

(02) ·~-,2•12 

ynago~e Counc:U of b•dca 
. 27 .Lo>etnr..on AvaJU&o 

l
•v York, lf'l 10016 
212) .. , ... ,.0 

~rl~ 'eviah Convr.aa 
01 Ka.Siaon .Av.nuo 
ev York, JrY 10022 

!
I 12) 7~'·5710 

(*) The names of the 
merican Jewish C0nnnittee 
nd of the 

Anti-Defamation· League 
will appear on the new 
letterhead. 

. . 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON JNTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

January 3, 1991 

Dear IJCIC memher: 

Please find enclosed several news items which are 
of importance. 

We are pleased to send you copy of the Polish Bishops' 
Pastoral letter which is to be read publicly on January 
20th. - This material has been made available to IJCIC 
by the American Jewish Committee. 

Please let us have your comments and we thank you for your 
continued interest. 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

·. 

Sincerely, 

Seymour D. Reich 
Chairman 
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January 16, 1991 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street 
New York, New York 10028 

· Dea.r Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thank you for your willingness to serve on the Task 
Force for Implementation of A Lesson of Value. As you 
know, this statement was the result of the mutual 
concern of representatives from the Bishops' Committee 
on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs and the 
Synagogue Council of America • 

These two groups constitute a Jewish/ Catholic dialogue 
under the title , .BCEIA/SCA Consultation. As members of 
this body, we drafted the statement and are now charged 
with its implementation. 

To this end we have established this Task Force, of 
which you have agreed to be a member, with 
representatives from both the Jewish/ Catholic 
communities-. We wanted to gather about ten people who 
have interest and some expertise in the subject of 
valued education and who might understand federal 
and/ or local government and school systems operations. 
Since we are working with no available funds, we have 
limited our membership geographically because of the 
cost of transportation. Our first meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, February 6, 1991 at the United states 
catholic co·nference Building, 3211 Fourth Street, N.E., 
Washington, D.C. 20017-1100 . The phone number of the 
Department of Education there is (202) 541-3115 . The 
time of the meeting is 10:30 a . m. to 3 p.m. 

Our first agenda item will be to design methods for 
publicizing the statement, A Lesson of Value, more 
thoroughly throughout the United States. Another 
agenda item for our meeting will center around the most 
efficient and effective ways that we can advocate for 
moral values education in the public schools. Involved 
in this agenda item would be the identification of 
productive strategies for use on federal, state, local 
and school district levels in advocacy for moral values 
education. With the collective competence of our Task 

OR. LEON FELDMAN. Cohsulfsnt. lnterrefigious AffailS 

DR. GILBERT N. KAHN. Consultam. Domestic A/lairs 



education. With the collective competence of our Task 
Page Two 

Force we may be able to draft one or moe paradigms for 
use on the various levels of influence. Included, too, 
may be our desire to develop an inventory list of 
resources that will facilitate the introduction and 
continuing moral values education programs for school 
districts. Of course, you can add to the agenda at the 
beginning of our February 6, 1991 meeting. 

Our intention is to keep the number of our meetings to 
the minimum. Again, sincere gratitude for your 
resourcefulness on serving on this Task Force. We look 
forward to our meeting on February 6th. 

Rabbi J~~iman co-chai~ 

Sincerely yours, 

Most Rev. William c. Newman 
co-chair 

Enclosures: Background Memorandum 
statement, A Lesson of Value 
Responses and Resources to Statement 
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.memorandum 
to: 

from: 

subject: 

date: 

Rabbi Jack Bieler, Dr. Morton K. Siegel and Rabbi Marc 
Tanenbaum 
Rabbi Joel Zaiman and Most Reverend William c. Newman 

Backgrou~d Information for the Task Force on Implementation of 
statement, A Lesson In Value 

January 3, 1991 

1. Representatives from the Bishop's committee on Ecwnenical 
and Interreligious Affairs and the Synagogue Council of America 
have been meeting on a semi-ann~al basis in what is called the 
BCE IA/SCA Consul tatio·n. 

2. Approximately a total of 20 bishops and rabbis with their 
staffs have been meeting for th_e past three years. 

3. A matter of mutual concern which was placed in the 
Consultation agenda was the need for moral values in public 
school education. To address this concern, Bishop Newman and 
Rabbi Zaiman were appointed in March, 1989 to draft a statement 
on the subject for endorsement by the Consultation membership. 

4. A statement entitled, A Lesson of Value, was drafted and 
approved with modifications by the BCEIA/SCA Consultation 
membership on March 6, 1990. 

5. At a News Conference held on June 19, 1990 at the Catholic 
Center in Baltimore, Maryland, the statement, A Lesson of 
Value, was released by the co-chairs of the BCEIA/SCA 
Consult~tion~ Archbishop William H. Keeler of Baltimore, and 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad of New York. Bishop Newman and Rabbi 
Zaiman participated in the News conference. It received 

' national attention. 

6. At its October 17, l990 meeting, the Consultation discussed 
strategies for implem.entation of the staement. Bishop Newman 
and Rabbi Zaiman were charged with the responsibility of 
implementing the statement nationally. The membership directed 
Bishop Newman and Rabbi Zaiman to include membership from both 
the catholic and Jewish Communities in pursuit of the 
implementation efforts. 

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NE.W YORK, N.Y. 10016 •Telephone: (212) 686-8670 
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7. on December 21, 1990 Bishop Newman and Rabbi Zaiman 
establisheq a.n Ad Hoc Committee for Imple~entation of A Lesson 
of Value. Five members from each community were to constitute 
the committee which would meet hopefully on February 6 or 7, 
1991 at the USCC building in Washington, o.c. · 

8. The BCEIA/SCA Consultation meets next on March 6, 1991 at 
the synagogue Council of America headquarters in New York. At 
that meeting, Bishop Newman and Rabbi Zaiman will be expected 
to give a progress report on th~ implementation efforts . 



d. Within our own educational institutions, 
emph~sizc an.ew our commitment to moral 
values which come, ultimately, from divine 
revelation. 

Children arc not born with values any more than they 
are born with math and reading skills. In a nation that 
spends billions of dollars to influence youth as to which 
cars to buy and which clothes to wear, it is a national 
disgrace to fail to teach basic values in the public schools. 

Our children need these values. Our society requires 
them. We, as a nation, can teach them. We must teach them 
now - before we lose our children. 

We are pleased to present this joint call for the teaching of 
moral values in the public schools of America. 

The development of this statement by the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops and the Synagogue Council of 
America is in itself a statement of our commitment as Catholic 
and Jewish.communities on issues of common concern. This is 
the first time such a statement has been issued together by our two 
religious bodies and reflects a major cooperative effort to address 
a prime problem facing our entire society. 

It is also an expression of our confidence in the potential 
of the American public school system to be a vital force in the 
shaping of the moral character of this and future generations of 
young people in our country. 

We wish to acknowledge our deep appreciation to Bishop 
William C. Newman of the Archdiocese of Baltimore and Rabbi 
Joel H. Zaiman, president of the Synagogue Council, who to· 
gether drafted this statement with sensitivity and openness to the 
variety of concerns presented by the members of the Consulta
tion, now in its fourth year. 

Since its release, A lesson of Value has generated wide
spread response and discussion, nationally and locally. Secular 
and religious educators and education officials on the state and 
local levels have expressed the

0

ir interest in joining in a national 
effort to promote the teaching of our common values. 

It is our fervent hope that we will be privileged to see 
schoolchildren today and their children after them fulfill them
selves as moral and responsible citizens of this great nation. 

Archbishop William H. Keeler 
Epi~pal Moderalor 

C:.rhnlie-Jewish RelaliOM, BCEIA 
Co-Chair, NCCB·SCA Consul1a1ion 

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, Chainnan 
lnlem:ligiou~ Affair< Commillec, SCA 
Co-Chair. NCCD-SCA Consultation 

;. . ~ 

A les~on of Value: A Joint Statement on 
'Moral Education in the Public Schools 

copublished by 

The lnterreligious Affairs Committee 
of the Synagogue· Council of America 

and 
The Bishops' Committee 

for Ecumenical and lnterreligious Affairs 
National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops 

May 1, 1990 
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. I (Q) I bvmu•ly, there ~,: •• • imple answe". But 
from ·our. perspective as religious leaders, 

these maladies.are o~Jy.symptorris of a deeper and more 
basic problem: a lack of fundamental values. 

These values like honesty, ·compassion, integrity, 
tolerancc,.loy.alty; and belief in l}uman worth and dignity 
are embedded in.our respective religious traditions and in 
the civic fabric of our socict y. They arc the very underpin
nings of our lives. 

The;e is broad con~ensus among Americans. regard
less of religion and cultural background, concerning 
these values. 

In a world where short-term gratification is pressed 
upon children by their peers, the media, and many adults, 
to raise a·young person without a basic value system is to 
cast him or· her adrift. Yet we persist in cheating our 
children of this critically important education-neces
sary if they are to grow to respect, cherish, and care for 
themselves and others. 

Traditionally, the family, the church or synagogue, 
the school, and the government have worked to educate 
children in basic values. But in recent years, there has 
been a growing reluctance to teach values in our public 
educational system out of a fear that children might be 
indoctrinated with a specific religious belief. 

All major religions advocate these values as do the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights; much of the world 's 
greatest literature, and ethical business practices as well. 
We are convinced that, even apart from the context of a 
specific faith, it is possible to teach ·these shared values. 

In fact, public schools do teach values all the time
but they are not necessarily the core moral values. Indeed, 
by deliberately excluding these shared moral values from 
the curriculum, the educational system actually under
mines them. Children naturally look to the school to 

:. ,~ 

provide them with important knowledge. It is all too 
easy for children to assume that information not 
taught i.n school cann.ot t>e very importanl. · 

To raise a generation without an understanding 
of values is to assure disaster. Children arc the future. 
The specter of a nation with an amoral citizenry is 
terrible. to contemplate. The damage would be irre
versible. If we cannot teach our children values, who 
will teach their children values? 

We recognize that parents have a responsibility 
to teach values. Jndeed, in such a morally apathetic 
environment, that so many parents have instilled 
strongly grounded values in their children is testi
mony to the unique role parents have in shaping their 
children's lives. (In fact, these children are important 
resources both as role models to their peers and in 
values education.) 

But in our society parents can use all the help they 
can get. Therefore, it is urgent that there be a national 
effort to implement moral public education in our 
schools, integrated into the total curriculum, and 
corresponding to student needs and community con
sensus. 

There is a g roundswell of s upport from parents; 
teachers; and government, religious, and community 
leaders who are struggling for a renewed moral vision 
within the public schools, grounded in the common 
bond of humanity that links all races and religions. 
They realize that our country is more than a land; it is 
a people-a people historically admired for their 
biblically based values and religious traditions. 

In some parts of the country, major strides have 
been made in the Herculean struggle to develop our 
schools into moral communities. Many school sys
tems have developed excellent values education pro
grams. We recognize and praise the efforts of these 
dedicated parents and teachers who have fought the 
paralyzing fear that prevents values education. Yet, 
substantial even drastic systemic change is still nec
essary if we as a nation are to salvage the moral fiber 
of our children. 

~ o bdng obout th" b"ic ch•nge, ~ u•gc th": . 
we 

~ Those responsible for. schooling at the local, state, 
and national levels convene .the administrators, 
teachers, parents, students, and citizens to address 
the moral educational needs of children and young 
people. We call for s tate governors and legislative 
leadership to create committees to promote values 
education in the public schools. 

~ ·Public schools introduce moral education into their 
curricula; that the schools use textbooks, resources, 
and teaching methodologies that emphasize basic 
civic and personal values. (We repeal that this can be 
done apart from teaching a specific religious faith.) 
We call on school boards to state clearly the values 
they will teach and how they will teach them. 

~ All faiths work together to bring about systemic 
change and to encourage the teaching of values in 
public schools. To facilitate this effort we will 
strongly recommend a joint commission to meet 
quarterly to evaluate matters pending in the courts 
and before the Congress that will affect the promo
tion of values education in America. 

~ Foundations underwrite values education programs 
in public schools. 

~ The media, especially television, promote civic and 
personal values in their programming. 

~ For our part, we wi11: 

a. Establish within our consultation an ad hoc 
committee to discuss this issue and make rec
ommendations on the substance of value based 
curricula and teaching methodologies. We will 
assist in providing teaching materials and guides 
reflecting our shared moral values. 

b. Ask that Catholics and Jews begin a widespread 
dialogue about moral education in the public 
schools; we ask that this dialogue take place in 
state Jewish councils, Catholic conferences, and 
ministerial associations. 

c. Support educational opportunities to teach val
ues- and values teaching- to parents. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY 

Gunther Lawrence 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

July 17 I 1990 

I have just read the joint statement on moral education, 
endorsed by the Synagogue Council of America, as well as the 
National Council of Catholic Bishops; and I am writing to 
express my approval of your recommendations ·and to offer my 
support in ~he coming debate on this important issue. 

Clearly the major problems facing our schools have their origin 
in society at large, and most are traceable to deficiencies of 
character. Too often we use terms such as "lack of motivation• 
and •at-risk behavior• to describe attitudes and activities 
that we once characterized as •wrong.• Young people need to be 
reintroduced to the self-evident principle that no society can 
survive without commonly shared beliefs about what is right and 
wrong. As your statement clearly affirms, these beliefs 
transcend specific religious creeds and intellectual traditions 
to define what is good and true in all healthy cultures. 

Your- call for moral education· is eloquent and timely. I hope 
that it wi 11 be heeded by those responsible for the well-bein.g 
of our public schools. 

400 '.lol:\RYL.l\'.'l:D AVE .. S.W. WASHINGTO:-.l. D.\.. 20202-0500 
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Washington Jewish Week. June 28. 1990 

Jewish and Catholic leaders call on public schools to teach values, at June 19 press conference In Baltlmore. 
From lett, Archbishop W illlam Keeler, Auxiflary Bishop William Newman, Rabbi Joel Zalman, all of Baltimore, 
and Rabbi Jack Bemporad, of Lawrence, N.Y. 
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Teaching values, 
with(out) religion 

Jews and Catholics walk a fine line 
in an historic call for 'moral education' 

By Andrew Silow Carroll 
WJW Scaff Writer 

F or years, those who 
have fretted about the 
public schools' ability to 

teach basic values in these 
amoral times have asked the 
questions, "Teach values? 
Whose?" 

A joint statement by the 
Synagogue Council of Am
erica and the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops 
answers boldly, "Ours." 

Je1o1.ish and Catholic leaders 
a~eed this month that public · 
schools can teach "biblically
ba.sed" moral values .... ithout 
indoctrinating students in a 
specific relittious faith_ 

· And harcfly anyone - from 
adherents of a strict separa
tion of church and state, to 
chauvinistic def enders of the 
basic tenets of their own 
faiths - has objected. 

The statement, "A Lesson 
of Value,'' was developed over 
an 18-month period in the 
course of regular meetings 
between the Bishops Confer
ence and the Synagogue 
Council, an umbrella organi
zation representing the rab
binic and congregational bod
ies of Reform, Conservative · 
and Modern Orthodox Jud
aism. 

It calls · on teachers, par
ents, government officials and 
religious groups to join "a 
national effort to implement 
moral public education in the 
schools, integrated into the 
total curriculum." 

The statement, which in
cl udcd consultation from 
close to 30 rabbis from Jud-

I aism's major streams, says 
that moral education could 
reverse a host of societal ills 
affecting youth, including 
drug addiction, depression, 
suicide, sexual promiscuity, 
crime, AIDS, teen pregnancy 
and intolerance. · 

"We're not picking on the 
scho1ol system," said Rabbi 
Joel Zaiman of Baltimore, 
president of the Synagogue 
Council, who drafted the 
seven-page statement along 
with Auxiliary Bishop Will
iam Newman of Baltimore. 

Jewish and Catholic 
leaders agreed 

that public schools 
can teach 

'biblically-based' 
moral values without 

indoctrinating 
students in a specific 

religious faith. 

"We're not asking · th, 
schools to do what the syna 
gogue and the family shoul· 
be doing," said Zaiman. "Fe 
all [Americans], their mora.! 
ity stems from their fait~ 
system. But there are corr: · 
mon values shared a.'!lon. 
them. These are easilv artic 
ulated in our offici3.! Arr:· 
erican documents .... We fee 

J 
it is where the majori:y c 
Americans really are at." 

The Jewish and Catholi· 
drafters of the statement a: 
celebrating it as a unique i:: 
terfaith effort at a time whe: 
relations between the tw,. 
communities have becorn 
strained. 

Others see the statemer. 
as an effort by two re!igioc . 
groups to seize the morc
agenda away from Protestar. 
fundamentalists, who becam 
synonymous in the 1980 
with efforts to bring rel 
giously based morality bac .. 
to the classroom. 

• 

Zaiman said there was littl 
disagreement between Cati-. 
olic and Jewish leaders ove: 
common values, only ove. 
how to avoid the "hurdle" c 
church-state separation. 

And so far they have sue· 
ceeded. Reaction to th 
statement indicates that cfo 
parate groups have reached · 
consensus that there ar 
fundamental values that ca 
be called both American ar. 
"biblically-based" witho1.: 
·violating the First Amenc 
ment's wall of separation hf 
tween church and state. 



:krnrc1ng to the st:itcment, 
· hesc valu~s include honesty, 
; Qr.1 passion, integrity, toler
tncc, loyalty and belief in 

' ,uman worth and dignity. 
Observers said you can 

.c:ich those values and even 
· efer to their biblical roots, 
.vithout teaching the bible 
:self. 

"Some would say that you 
;an't divorce religion from 

values. But the overwhelming 
number of Americans believe 
:hat there is some general, 
ethic.al ethos that pervades 
:he U.S. that can be taught 
without a sectarian base," 
said Eugene Borowitz, pro
:"essor of education and reli
cious thought at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Insti
tute of Religion, New York. 

"Morality [in the United 
States) is derived from the 
:>iblical Jev.'ish and Christian 
: raditions," said Richard 
John Neuhaus, a Lutheran 
:lergyman and the director of 
;he conservative Institute on 
~eligion and Public Life in 
~ew York. "But can you 
:each civic virtue without 
. caching religion? Sure." 

Maryland Gov. Wiliam 
)onald Schaefer called the 
Hatement an "important 
·tep" to improving public 
~duc.ation. 

Observers say the Jewish
:::atholic statement comes at 
l time when the pendulum 
.1as swung away from a vogue 
·or "values clarification," in 
which teachers encouraged 
5tudents to derive a moral 
:ode for themselves rather 
-.h.an inculcate them with a 
tistinct set of community· 
:iven standards. 

Such moral relativism 
; ever caught on even among 
.he most liberal of Jewish 
:roups. The American Jewish 
'":ongress, for examp]e, · a 
trong advocate of church
tate separation, stat~ as far 

··ack as 1958 that public 
chools had the responsibility 
" teach morality, ethics and 
'.tiienship. It supported an 
Ethics and Civics Values" 
rogram introduced in Calif· 
:-nia in 1985. 
"There ·was a time when 

eople thought it was not 
overnment's business to 
~ach values of any sort. But 
:e have reiterated that a lot 
:· us don't believe that," said 
!arc Stern, co-director of the 
JCongress Commission on 
.iw and Social Action. "The 
1sic politic.al values of a 
~mocracy have to be 
u2ht."' 

~t1!1. S'<!rn wJrns thJl 
there 1s a lhm line between 
teaching va.lucs that happen 
to be based in a r'eligious 
tradition and teaching the 
religion itself. 

The Jewish-Cat ho 1 i c 
statement, he s:Ud, comes 
"'perilously close" to that line 
in its statement that the 
Unites States is a people 
·'historically ad mired for its 
biblically-based values and 
religious tradjtions." 

How, for example, can a 
school system affirm a "bib
lically-based" value without 
affirming the religion from 
which the value is derived? 

"Is it a risk? Probably," 
said Zaiman. "On the other 
hand, by hamstringing 
teachers completely and 
malcing them frightened to 
discuss values is easily de
structive." 

Stern acknowledges that ta 
call some common "Am
erican" values "biblically· 
b.ased" is historically accu
rate, and that many so-called 
American values do coincide 
with traditional "Judeo
Christian" values. 

However, communities may 
be tempted to turn to reli
gious injunctions in order to 
teach what behaviors are 
considered deviant or normal, 
especially if there is no solid 
secular consensus for allow
ing or prohibiting certain 
types of behavior or values. 

"Abortion or homosexuality 
is the test case,'' said Stern. 

The Jewish-Catholic 
statement finesses those in
stances where "Judeo" and 
" Christian" diverge on issues 
of sexuality, both within the 
two religious communities 
and between them. 

For instance, the Catholic 
Church stands opposed ta 
artificial forms of contracep
tion and considers abortion 
murder. 

Jewish law accommodates 
abortion in · some circum
stances, and most Jewish 
congregations take a b"beral 
view taward birth control. 

According to Zaiman, atti
tudes taward abortion and 
contraception were among a 
number of sectarian tapics 
that the drafting bodjes de
clined to discuss. 

"We did not take a position 
on those issues jointly," sciid 
Zaiman. "But we can agree 
that when matters of sexual
ity are discussed, it is inap
propriate to do so apart from 
discussing the specialness of 

l'.1d: .Hid •:'.' ·: ... ll'J r. 1.111 bl.'inb, 
the 111lq .. 'T1ty ·of 1nc..!ividuals. 
the fad that we O\rC not cre
ated so th.:it others can bke 
their pleasure with us. . 

"Abortion is a moral 1s
sut'. · • Zaim:m added, ··but" not 

· one of those issues where 
there is enough agreement 
that it becomes one of the 
common educational values of 
the public school system." 

Neuhaus said he sees a 
"true historic irony" in that 
it is now Jewish and Catholic 
groups who are calling for a 
return to the core values that 
were once championed by the 
Protes tant ·pioneers of Am· 
erica's public education sys
tem. 

"The whole public school 
system was begun by Horace 
Mann and others una· 
pologetically in order to teach 
morality and the Protestant 
religion to the immigrant 
hordes, especially the Cath~ 
lies, and, later, the Jews, 
said Neuhaus. 

But in recent years the 
Protestant groups spearhead
ing a return to values e~uca· 
tion were from the religous 
right . 

"It was the fundamental
ists who had a clear and def· 
inite sense of what needed ta 
be taught, as a result of 
which they proceeded to drive 
this issue into the forefront 
of the American conscious
ness," said Borowitz. 

"In that respect they per
formed a very useful func· 
tion," he added. 

In the final analysis, said 
some analysts, the statement 
plots a course betwee~ the 
excesses of the most liberal 
and most conservative groups 
in America: supporting edu
cation efforts that are neither 
as bible-based aS -fundamen
talists would have it, nor as 
value-free as some on the far 
left would demand. 

"But the ultimate test of the 
Jewish and Catholic leaders' 
campaign will come in the 
classroom. 

"A big question is whether 
values education really makes 
a difference," said Stern. " I'd 
like ta see the studies which 
show these values curricula 
make a difference - or if 
they are really about adults 
playing out their own politics 
in the public schools." 

Catholic and Jewish leaders 
have little doubt that their 
call for values is worth the 
attempt. 

· Fc;r one. we know wt-.. ~- -.·. 
arc doinc now is not wor:,rn,.: 
and that certainly tc:ichrn, 
these values would not be : 
hindrance," s3id Zaiman 
"Based on the behavior o 
committed religonists wh• 
espouse these values, wher 
they operate in a commun:i· 
context they are bene:tcia. 
without a doubt". 

"We don't say this solve~ 
everyth ing," Bal timor e 
Archbishop William Keeler 
who co-chairs the on-goinE; 
dialogue between the Bishop~ 
Conference and the Syna· 
gogue Council, told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
"But what we do say is that a 
child with a poor seif i~agf 
who doe.;n't have a sen:e of 
deeper values is going to be 
more likely to turn to dn:gs." 

• 
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R eli gi o tlS Leaclers Want 
Pt1l1lic Classes in Morals 
Catlzolics, Jeu:s Press for Teaching of Jalues 

Dy Laura Sessions Stepp 
W.a'\filt lflJfOl'I Pn\I Si.au w"'"' 

age congregations to press for mor· 
al instruction and th:it they believe 
an ecumenic;il commission should 
be established to keep track of 
court cases and legislation affecting 
values education. 

Bl\L TIMORE, June 19-Roman 
Catholic and Jewish leaders issued a 
joint st;itement today callini: for 
public schools to begrn speci(1c in
struction in mor;il values. 

Cathoiic")ewish relations have 
been strained in recent years but 
religious leaders said today they are 
united nround a common concern. 

Off1dals from the Na11onal Coun
cil o( Catholic Bishops ;ind the Syn
ai:oguc Council of America. the um
brella organiz:ition for the rhr!'e 
n1aj11r Jewish tr;iditions. reco111-
m('11ded that states introduce ma· 
rerial on civic and personal values 
beginnmg in kinderg:irten. 

. Values "like honesty, compassion, 
mtegnty, tolerance, loyalty and be
hef in human worth ;ind dignity are 
embedded rn our respective reli· 
gious traditions and in the civic fab
ric of our society: their statement 
said. MBut in recent years, there has 
been a growing reluctance to teach 
values in our public educational sys
tem out of a fear that children 
might ~.indoctrinated with a spe· 
crfrc rehg1ous belief.· 

They suggested that foundations 
unrlerwrite such programs. 

They said they intend to encour· 

The religious leaders' call comes 
at a time or increased interest by 
educators and others. in education 
as on: way to stem youthful drug 
add1ct1on, pregnancy and violence. 

D.C. schools. for example, just 
finished their /irst school year of a 
·values-infused curriculum" ge;ired 
at teaching values from existing . 
textbooks. 

The Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development, a 
professional teachers' group based 
in Alexandri,1, offers schools a book
let un how 11> kach mural value:; 
and requests for it have been over· 
whelming, according to a spokes
man. 

BISHOP WILLIAM If. KEELER . 

Individual efforts such as these 
arc important, said the Rev. William 
C. Newman, auxiliary bishop of Bal· 
timore and coauthor of today's re
port. But they're not enough . 

• • • 1upoort for eJ.iJliDf programs 

Values Classes Aslced for Public Schools·:: 
f!IORALS. from DI 

·we want to blanket the country 
with this; he s;iid. 

Many religious leaders, p.irent s, 
business and government leadt'rs 
have stood aside while school S)'S· 

terns <1cross the <'Ountry csrahlish1·d 
"value-free" e11u1·.1111111. s.1111 J<.11it..
J_gel Z:iiman . .rr~d.~·nt ol thl; S)· ·.~: 
a_gogue Counc_il aml il1t' report. s 
other author. - · ·-
-..We've 6een on th.- s11lt·l111l' h~1· 

everyone ebe." ht· :;;ml. rel ... rr1111: ' " 
members ol the dl;'ri;:y. "We'r.: ,,11 
products of the culturl' :imJ we '"'"" 
want to buck 1t :· 

Zaiman said about 9;. rwrn·11t ,,; 

)t'wish youths, and 80 percent of 
Catholic youngsters, attend public 
sdwol. 

The clergymen acknowledged 
that some groups, particularly 
cv.1111:,.lii:al Christians, have been 
adv1Kati11g a return tu Mfamily val· 
Ill's" in thr schools for ye;irs. But 
tlll'ir p:1rl1rul:1r issut's arc ultt'n di· 
,.,~t\'l'. or nut sh;1rt'd by most 1\mt'r· 
11·.111s, and lht'y've made it d1ffil'ult 
111 1t·ad1 mort' commonly ht!ld ht'· 
hds, ~a11I Eu1:t'llt! Fisher, CXt't'utivl' 

~nrt·tary fur C;itholic·Jt'wi•h rd<1· 
11011s of the bishops' conference in 
\V;1'loi11.:1n11. 

ll.1h111111rc J\rchhbhop W111i.im II. 
1\1·..t .. r said religious lt:idt!rll :ilso 

intend to build support for existing 
mor.al education programs that of· 
ten must fight for attention and 
Lime. 

Baltimore, for ex.ample, has a 
nationally known prognm that in· 
eludes 20-minute instruction twice 
;i week. according to Auxiliary Bish: 
op Newman. Sometimes. however, 
wht:n classes fall behind in math or 
English. diliCUSSions about morals 
disapprar. Newman said. 

Keeler said today'!! statement, 
three ye-ars in the m.,lcing. was the 
fir~t time a joint report has been 
issued by the two religiou!I bodies 
:111dres.~in11 a problem of widespread 
public concern. 
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Catholics, Jews urge return of morality to classroom 
By ELENA .NEUMAN 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency 

NEW YORK - The National Confer
ence of Catholic Bishops and the Syna
gogue Council of America have teamed 
up on a campaign lo bring morality and 
ethics back into the Americ.an classroom. 

1 n an unprecedented joint statement is
sued Tuesday in Baltimore, Catholic and 
Jewish religious leaders called for a na
tional mobilit..1tion of teachers, parents, 
l.1y ll'.tdt:>rs and government officials to 
rn.1k<' morality and human values crucial 
l' lt'ml.'nl5 of the American public school 
l>duc.1tion. 

"Wo,> are losing our children," the slate-
mt•nt says, c itinh a host of problems 
pl.1~uing tuJa~·'s youth, including drug 
.1dJ ll·tio n, d,·pression, suicide, promiscu
it~·. criml.', AIDS, t1.'('n pregnancy and ako
h.>l i-;m. 

"Frum our pers~tive as religious lead
l'r.;, 1h1.'S(' m,1ladit."S are only symptoms of I 

.1 .h-..·p1•r ;1n,1 morl.' basic problem: a lack ' 
ol fundamental v.1lues," the statement 
s.1 ys. " Yt.'1 we pt"rsis t in cheating. our chil
dn•n oi this critic.illy important educa
ti1in." 

\',1lt1l'S s11d1 ;is ho1w~ty, n1mpassion, in
lq',rit)·. lolt~r.1nn• anJ loyalty ,1n: not bci111; 
slrl"•Sed in the public :;chuol system, says 
till' st.1te111o,>nt , which is litlt.>J "A Lesson or 
\"1lul' ." 

The statement was developed over an 
18-monlh period in the course of regular 
m(.'('tings between lhe Bishops Conference 
and the Synagogue Council, an umbrella 
group representing the rabbinic and con
gregational bodies of Refonn, Conserva
tive and Orthodox Judaism. 

The document itself was drafted by 
Auxiliary Bi.shop William Newman of Bal
timore and Rabbi Joel Zaiman, president 
of the ~~go~e Counal. ' 
ACw Ing obnnan, the reluctance of Archbishop Wllllam Keeler 

American educators to Instill moral and 
ethJcal teachings Into thelr co~rses stems 
from sensitivity to the issue of the separa
tion or churrh and state. 

"But we're not advocating sectarian val
ues," he said in an interview. "America is 
built on shared values like patriotism, 
compassion, respect for persons and prop
erty, and the notion o( individual free
dom. These are valu1!'5 that all Americans 
share in rommon, and yet they're not bl.'
ing taught." 

In fact, the statement says that by ex
cluding such shared moral values from 
the curriculum, the educational system 
actually undennincs them. 

TI1e prublem, says Archbishop William 
Keeler o( Baltimore, who co-chairs the on
going dialo~uc betw1!<!n the llishops Con
forcnce and the Synago~ue Council, is 
that the wrong values are bein~ tau1;ht. 

"Values arc being taught, but they are 
valut."S not f\')()tt.>d in a more ;mdl'nt tr.1di
t ion of individual human dit:;nity and 
worth," he said in an interview. 

To illustrate his point, Keeler citetl the 
example of sex education classes. He com
plained that childnm are being tau1~ht 
about contraception and <lise.1se preven
tion, but not about the mutuil lit y of J sex
ual relationship, mariiagc and love. 

"We would like to see the components 
of great civic virtue:1 specifically folded 
into the teaching process," he said. 

To accomplish that, the Synagogue 
Council's lntcrreligious Affairs Commit
tee and the Bishops Conference's Com
mittee for Ecumenical and lnterreligious 
Affairs have propos.!d a number of rec
ommendations: 

•the establishment or stale committees 
to create new morality-conscious cunicu
la · , 

•the convening of conferences of teach
ers, administrators, parents and studenbl 

at the state and local levels; 
•the creation of educational program

ming ln the media lo compleme nt school 
cunicula; 

•the underwriting of special school 
programs by foundations. 

The two groups also hope to fonnalizl· 
their partnership with the establishment 
of a joint commission that would mel.' I 
n.-gularly to evaluate mallets in Congn•s:. 
and the courts that rcli\te lo the promotion 
of values in America. 

"If this e(fort gets buried, it's becausl' 

"From our perspective 
as religious leaders, 
these maladies are only 
symptoms of a deeper 
and more basic problem: 
a lack of fundan1ental 
values" 

no unc will t.1kc up our 1.·all. If i i rnn 1,,. 
demonstrated that there is no risk to ll1l· 
srhool bodies ;111J the notion of (hurdt 
and st.ill', then I think it c;1n be i111pl1 ... 
mentt.'\.I ," Z.1ima11 s.1id . 

Doth Zaiman <ind Kt.'Cler a.;rt."t' that ",\ 
l...esson of Value" is nut the answer tu .ill 
of lhl! various social ills fadng Ameri.:.111 
youth, but they :;ay it Lo; a step in the right 
direction. 

"We don't say this solves evcrythin1~· 
But what we do say is that a child wilh .1 

poor self-image who doesn't have a sell$(' 
of deeper values is going to be more likely 
to tumble into drugs," said Kt.'Clcr. 

Bui others will have to join in, Zaiman 
said. "It has to be a broad effort." The 
statement is c.alling on all faith groups lo 
help create enough pressure to put the is
sue on the national agenda. 
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Cavazos Supports Values Education in Public Schools··. 

CN~ ....... 

L\l'RO F. CA \'AZOS (rlahl), U.S. Secretary or Education, talks lo a 1talherln1t or 
Ca1hulir and Jc"·ish rellxious leaders In Washin1tton whlle Arc:hbl"hnp William II. 
l\ttll·r ur Ralrimun.>. the U.S. bishops• eqlicopal moderator for Ca1holic:-Jewl!1ih 
relalions, li.'ill'ns. 

• 

By JERRY FILTEAU 
WASHINGTON (CNS) - U.S. Secrc

lary of Education Lauro F. Cavazos rold a 
gn1hering of Carholic and Jewish religious 
leaders Oct. 17 they had "an enormous 
way to go" to bring sound values educa
tion inlo the narion's public schools. 

Cavazos met for 40 minules wilh lhe 
joiiifconsuhation of the National eo.nfer: 
e'llc:c of Catho!iC .. Bls~.~.P~ and}fu•~gu~ 
c"oundl of America to discuss their recent
ly-published -·'Aress0no1Valuc;i·a 
stairmenl callingtOr- massrvc -·cffiln5°--i0 
restore l'durntion in fundamental values in 
I J.S puhlit: ~·hoots. 

The education ~retary said he shared 
their basic views and concerns ahuut va
lur~ education, bul "that is a very, very 
diffkult issue to gel in front of educa1or.1." 
Th~ joint consultation. composed main

ly of bishops and r.1bbis and jointly spon
sored hy lhe main national organi1.ations 
of the two religious faiths, issued its 
statement on values cducarion in June. 

It said tbal "American public schools 
foci inhibited about teaching moral va
lues," and the lack of education in "core 
moral values" raises "the specter of a 
nation with an amoral citizenry." 

While some effons have ~n made to 
reston'. "moral public education," the 
statement said, "substantial even drastic 
systemic change is still necessary if we as R 

nation arc to salvage the moral fiber of our 
children." 

The U.S. Catholic Conference recently 
published the statement in pamphlet form 
for national distribution. 

Cava1.os agreed with the statement's 
argument that fundamenlal moral values 
can be taught in public schools without 
crossing the forbidden line of religious 
indoctrination, but he said people tend in 
their thinking to "mix" or "overlap" the 
two ... .,. • ·. · 

"I think · people really don't understand 
what they're supposed to be doing" about 
values education, he said, and as a result 
"teachers play it 'safe,' and you end up 
with valueless education." 

I-Jc said the U.S. Department of Educa
tion could support a stress on values 

education through research, recommenda
tions and calling attenlion to successful 
programs, but ii could not impose a pro
gram on the nation's public schools. In 
curriculum areas the depanment has " zero 
authority" over the "16,000 independent 
school boards oul there," he said. 

Auxiliary Bishop William C. Newman 
of Baltimore and Rabbi Joel H. Zaiman. 
rrcsident of 1he -synagoguc _ CO_u_ricil or 
~fucr ip•, co-dra ft~r!i .. i>f .!~~ -~ta_tc.m.c!1.!4rc
P.Qned to Cavazos that since its pulllica
t.llm- thc.siaterncnt ha's drawn' wide praise 
fr!iiJ1 othcr..r.cligi1,>_\.IS leaders an~ educator~. 

"The response has been remarkahly 
wide and very supponivc," Rabbi Zai111:111 
said. 

"The only skepticism," he said, ha~ 
been about how the group would translate 
its words into action affecting puhlir 
~l·hools. 

In talking about existing programs or 
values education and ways to promoll' 
1hcir wider development and use in publ1r 
school systems, consultation members 
were a&reed that they should ~k the 
support of other religious leaders as well. 

They also agreed. however, that it was 
more important to build in1erfaith coali
tions for change al the local and state lcnl 
than to go aner additional signatures 011 

the statement from other national rcligiciu\ 
bodies. 

Archbishop William II. Keeler of R<1ll1 · 
more, the U.S. hishops' episcopal modrr:i· 
tor for Catholic-Jewish relations and 
Catholic co-chair of the consultation. said 
he brought the statement up at a rccrnr 
meeting of 1he Christian leaders of Bah1-
morc. and "1hcy agreed inslanlly to make 
ii the first and major item oo the agenda 
of our next meeting." 

'fhc Jewish co-chair of the four-year-old 
joi"1t consultation is Rabbi Jack De mro· 
rad, chairman of the lntcrreligious Affairs 
Commillcc of the Synagogue Council of 
America. 

At its Oct. 17 meeting, held at NCC'll
USCC headquarters in Washington, the 
consultation also discussed development 
of a joinl :o;tatemcnt on pornography. 
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WJC CONDEMNS VATICAN STANCE ON tS!ULEL 
NEW YORK, JANUARY 31, 1991 

• 

Pressured by demonstrations in Rome led by the Italiau Jevian 
co'ITll:unity. the Vatican . issued a atatement on January ·2s on ita 
relations with Israel. Italian Jews Wire angered by the Pope 1 s 
failure to illlmediately condemn Iraqi missile attacks on Israeli 
civilians, and called on the Vatican to cipen «iiJ>lomiidc ties with 
Is:ae1. 

~ 

Ia its 1tate111ent. the Vatican spoke of its 11deep respect11 for 
the State of Isra~l -and cited contacts it he.a had with its lea.ders. 
But declaring 'hat 11:.iccl1.!.:-:; o~H:;u H to maintain diplo=iatic 
reladons w~th any particular State, 11 the Vaeicen repeated its relusi.l 
to tstablith such ei1s ~ith Israel. · · 

,":......:..., . .. 
- ----. _ .. 

Among reasons citad ·by the Vatican for r~fusing am'bassadorial 
links vith Israel wera "the presence of lsn.e1 in the occupied 
ter.ritories I the re lac ions with the . Palest:inian.G. the annexation of 
Jeru$&le111, ae well a: . the genetal situadon of the Cath.ol:f.c Church 
:1.n I&ratl .and the r.e-rrico~ies. 11 

Th~· WJC said that Sl.lbstantiV4ly nothing had . changed in the 
Vatican 1 1 discriminatory attitude toward Israel: "The Vacican has 
diplomatic: ties w1th numerous ~tates with which it ~as polit!cal 
differences. Indeed• :l.f the absetice of pol1tic:al .differences wue 
a pr1•requisi~t for diploroacic ties, then there ~ould b~ ~c diplomatic 
:-el&t1oris bet~een see.tu, 11 

. . 
11Moreov&r, 11 the WJC acided, '':i.n 1948 when the Stai;• cf Israel 

IJ£s esi;ablh'ned and it was nee in possession of Jer:Ytdem Ot' tlie -
1 occuphd terdtoriu, ' · the Vatican was still 1Jawillin1 ;g estab1iih 
ties. tt:I stated reasons ore therefore spurious." - · 

The WJC Hid 1ts represeu\.~c!v.::; t~ Ct'"~fr.-ns of the irite.rnational 
Catholic-Jewish dialogue will clearly state that prog't'esa is bein1 
hinde-red by the Vat1can' s stance on ts~ael. "Vatican condemnat1on 
of anti•Set11itism is very irnporta.nc 1 l.rut ..:e do noc accept 1t as eitht~ 
a subiit1tute or a clo&k- for chair failure with regard to the Jewish .. , 
Stac:e. 11 Mrs. Sommer seated. 
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memorandum 
to: 

from: 

subject: 

date: 

Members of th~ SCA Interteligious Affairs Committee 

Rabbis Jack Bemporad, chm., Fabian Schonfeld, co-chm . 

Committee Meeting 

2-7-91 

Due to a variety of administrative reasons, our committee 
on i~terr~ligious affairs has not m~ for some time. It is of 
great importance that we discuss various important issues of 
our work and arrive at relevant decisions. 

The next ·meeting of the SCA Interreligious Affairs Committee 
w i 1 1 t a k e p 1 a c e on Tue s d a y , Feb . 2 6 , 1 9 9 1 , a t 2 : 3 0 P M i n th e / SC A 
offices (entrance on '39th St . .) 1· :c 

We propose the following agenda:_ 

a) Report from UAHC on meeting with National Council of 
Churches. 

b) Report from Rabbi Mordechai Waxman and Rabbi Henry D. 
Michaelman on meeting with NCC's General Secretary, 
President and Associate General Secretary for Christian/ 
Jewish and Christian/Muslim relations. 

~~ c) ~ A campaign to educate and sensitize the leadership of 
individual Protestant denominations about .-· the Gulf · 
War and Israel .( 

d) A campaign to reach evangelical and other Christian 
leaders and thinkers who represent views different than . 
the Liberal Protestant cmmunity. Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
.has specific recommendations. 

e) The NCC's proposal for a full consultation on the Mideast 
with its deno~inational leaders after the World Council 
of Churches' Assembly in Australia. 

Please make every effort to attend. Thank you for your 
cooperation . 

P.S. We will send you relevant background material pertaining to 
the agenda items . 

Leon A. Feldman 

327 LEXINGTON AVEHU£, NIEW YORK, N. Y. 10018 • Telepll-: (212) IN-8S70 
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February 19, 1991 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: CATHOLIC ME!'YtBERS, SCA-BCfJA CONSULTATION 

PROM: Ol'. E\Jgene Fisher 

REi Meeting, March 61 19911 in New York 

Arehbishop Keeler has asked me to remind you of the BCEIA consultation with the 
Synasogue Coun<;il oC America coming up on'March S, 1991. It will b' held at SCA 
headquarters In ~ew York !rom 10;30 A,M. to 4 P.M. The address is1 

3!17 L'£XINGTON A.VENUE 
bl li W t ·r:1r< U:, NF. W Y(')R F\ 1n MA 

Please call Marianne ttugnes at tms oC!h:~ {!61~41-~(H)~} lv \.:v11fi1 hi J'~u1• 
attendance so we c&n give tht count to SCA. l have tentatively discussed th~ ag&nde. with 
Rabbl$ Felman a.nd Michelman on the ftatt leve~ p<indini review by our co-chairs, 
Archblshor> KP.eler and Rat>bj 6~mporad. Archbishop Keelet will welcome any additions, 
suggestions or rnodi!IcaUons you may have. on the tentative agenda thus tar ares 

I. 

'? llL 
~ 

vrv. 
vv. 

~'· 
VlL 

lvnL 

Ri:a11nrt nr 1'11hctnmmlttP." on lm~lemtnt~t19n 9( "A Lesson ot Values": 
Rabbi Zaiman a.no Bishop Newman 

Report on Polish Bi$hOps1 Statem~nt, Bishop Henryk Muzslnskl 

Implleatlons ot the Gulf War tor Cathollc/Jewlsh Relations 

Updat• on Possible Statement on P¢tnoiraphy 

Report on th~ Decamb9r lLC Meetin~ In Rome to Celebra.te tht 2sth 
Anniversary of Nostra Aeta.te 

P ercep tions/Mispercepttons Update 

Anti .. Catholicl&m1 Bishop Losten 

Reqoest from Jewlsh.Side to Discuss Possible 13eatification ot 
Queen Isabella 

IX. Other 



Seymour D. Reich 
Chairman 

Dr. Leon Feldman 
Consultant 

TO: 

INfERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

February 19, 1991 

: ' . . -·· ... - ...... 
MEMBERS OF IJCIC Constituent Agencies 

FROM: Seymour D. Reich, Chairman 
Leon A. Feldman, Consultant 

AMElllCAN SECRETARIAT 

Synagogue Council of America 
·327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel: (212) 686-8670 
Fax: (212) 686-8673 

EUROPEAN SECREI'.ARIA.T 

World Jewish Congress 
1 Rud de Varembe 

- 1211 Geneve.20, Switzerland 
Tel: (41) 22·734-13·25 
Fax: (41) 22-73·33·985 

CONS1TIVENT .AGENCJF.S 

American Jewish Committee 
165 F.ast 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 751-4000 
Fax: (212)° 751-401_8 

I\,. \ V\. I) I\ 
B'nai B'rith/ a'' "' 

Anti Defamation League ~ 
823 U.N. Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 490-2525 
Fax: (212) 867--0779 

_The Israel Interfaith Assoc. 
:P.O.B. 7739 
.Jerusalem 91.077, lsrae:t 
'!"~: (972) 2-63-52-12 

Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel: (212) ~70 
Fa.x: (212) ~73 

Worfd Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avmue 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 755-5770 
Fax: (212) 755·5883 

·• -. 

!.'·--: 

This is to confirm the date, hour, and locale of the 
next meeting of IJCIC: 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1991 at 4 p.m. 
at the offices of the Synagogue Council of America. 

The proposed agenda will include: 

a/ Report on the WCC Assembly at Camberra, Australia. 

b/ Proposed Steering Committee (IJCIC-Vatican Commission) 
meeting t~ntatively scheduled forefiiesday ,_ M~rc~in 
Geneva. Discussion of agenda and plans for t e n~meeting 
Of the .,,Liaison Committee (date and locale). r;~ fuV't>·~ 

- f:~_ .. c!-4"-
c / Report on the sub-committees for the implementation of 

previous agenda items: 
Rabbi F. Schonfeld - Prague Resolutions 
Ra_bbi A. James Rudin - Beatification of( Queen Isabella 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad - Shoah ( J~r~&o..\z.e. ~~~ ~~·~ 
Rabbi ' ·Leon Klenicki - catechism documOnt t FoU\A st;:;;_. 

-~l'~<">'1'-
PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND. ~ ~l U1 <; )S[.. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest. 

r~~- Va:X:tc-- -

~V'-r~~ -E~~ 
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e~y gro_up reaclting ·out 'to all religions 
. .. . - . 

By DEBRA NUSSBAUM co~ .• 
cause of Polish Cardinal Jozef 
Glemp's controversy-cb:axged visit 

The ·new chainnan of the um- 10 the l!!lited States, Singer said. . 
~~ Valican officials made .a 

brella group that represents world.. . poiqt of welcoming the U.N. Gen• 
Jewry in interfaith dialogue thinks it eral Assembly's vote to repeill its · 
is timefortheJewisbcommunityto 1975 
focus on building lic;.s with religions resolution branding Zionism 

beyond the Roman Catholics. as ;~a"s really remarkable. We 
The International Jewish Com- opened [the meeting] with this posi-

mittee on lnterreligious Gonsulta- tive spirit.," said Singer. . 
tions, or UCIC, bas r:epresented Pemaps the most impott.ant·item 
world Jewry primarily to the Vatican on the agenda in Baltimore will be. 
for several years. 

But Edgar Bronfman, new UCIC worldwide implementation of !he 
Prague declaration. 

.chainnail, believes lines of commu- Members of the Vatican's Com-
nicaiion with the Eastern Orthodox, - mission on Education 3nd its Com-
Protestan!S and Moslems should be Edgar Brontman 
strenglhened now. · mission on Peace and Justiee, which 

Bronfman is president of the aildrian, Antiochan, Bulgarian. will disseminate and implement the 
World Jewish Congress, an UCIC Cypriot, Czechoslovakian, F~h, . ~e procJam;ation;_ will be_ at the 
member. He succeeds Seymour Georgian, Greek. Romanian, Rus- Balttmore mee!JDg, Smger said. 

. Reich of B'nai B'rith International sian and Serbian Orthodox· There remams a great deal for 
as UCIC's cbainnan. churches. All recognize as their pri- , them to.?~>. he said. Ev.en in this 

One of Bronfman 's first initia- mate Bartholomew I, the ecu.meni- COlllllry, m some Catholic schools, 
tives was to reinstate the relation-· cal patriarch of Istanbul. textbooks say that l.ionism is rac
ship withProresrarus, which had lain It will be UCIC's first meeting ism. .. ~ will ~l have to be routed 
fallow so long that it eff~tively had with the Eastern Orlhodox in five Out, Sll!-ger ~. 
ceased-to exist y~. according to Rabbi Marc Tan- • · 

He.sent Israel Singer, WJC secre-~. a former UCIC chairman Members of the Vatican Commis-
tary-general,_ to represent him at a and current member of the Syna- sion on Relations With the Jews 
meeting in' Geneva with Dr. Emilio - ·gogue Council of Amerii::a's inter- "want the information. to trickle . 

.. Castro, the World Council of religious affairs committee. downtoeveryparish,"hesaid."'As 
Churches' secretary-genei"al. The. ' The Synagogue Council is an one of the people who have been 

. meeting was the. first jn at least six .DCIC ooostiruent agency and serves tough in.the past, I can tell you·there 
year.; for leaders of the two groups, as its American secretariat is a new spirit., the spirit of Prague." 
Singer said. · "_We 're going to have· to go .. UCIC and ,Vatican represeota-

• slowly and really do our homework tives are also discussing joint action 
Castro inviied DCIC's leadership on both sides, so we don't merely . on human rights issQes and on prob- · 

. to meet with leaders of the World repc;at banalities to each other" at lems such as. extreme nationalism, 
Council; which· represents more the Atllens . .meeting. Tanenbaum world.poveny, !he homeless, nu-
than 300 Protestant., Anglican and said. clear proliferation and the plight of 
Onhodox denominations in I 00 • · political refugees, said Singer. 
couniries. . . ; While in Geneva, Singer and a ''This is the first time that sub-

"We've_ re<>pen~ l}le dialogue. six-member IJCIC delegation con~ stantivequestions ofinterestto both 
This is a m.ajor l>reakth_rough," ferred with senior Vatican officials, sides like this are being discussed at 
Singer said. "Pialogue is back on planning a meetiilg with the Vatican international forums," he said. · 
track without conditions, without Comntissioo on Religious RelaJ:iollS Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
tenns. Apd we have not changed our With the Jews. Ir will. be held May · · 
positions for the sake of relations." 4-7 in Baltimore. · DQlV A~ 

UCIC has accepted the invitation The !ast high-level. meeting be- · l .,.,.,.. ... .a.;/ 
in. principle, he said. Repre~nta- tween IICIC and the corruniS5ion 
tiveshopetomeetwith WorldCoun- was held in September 19'90 in 

. cil leaders in the spring, Prague~ II resulted in !he 'Unprece-
One factor that contributed to the dented church definition of anti

decline in relations between the two Semitism as a sin against God and 
groups was "the very anti-Israel humanity. 
stance that the World Council has The Vatican relationship could 
tallren on many occasions," accord- easily have fallen into disuse be- · 

· in,g to Elan Sternberg, WJC execu-
tive director. · 

During the Persian G;_,lf War, for 
.,.instance, when the- World Council 
met in Canberra, Australia, it made 
no statement about Iraqi missile at· 
taiks on Israel. 

But wbeo·Sil)ger raiSed ·the isstie . 
in Geneva, there was a noticeable 
change in tone: . · . 

He quoted Castro as saying: "We 
did not feel your pain there, and we · 
feel it today. Especially with respect 
to gas, we understand why Jews felt 
s.o terrible. We should have re
sponded, and we're doing it right ' 
now." · · . 

Another ofBronfman 's initiatives 
is a meeting berw~ IICIC repre
sentatives and officials Of 12Eastan' 
Orthodox churches, to be held in' 

LET THEM KNOW WHAT YOU THINK! 
. NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL 

CONGRESSIONAL MmlON m WASHINGTON 
TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY• FEBRUARY 4-5, 1992 

Warmer Vatican ties seen· 
-.afterprelaie's lsr(l,el visit 

'3stablishmel}t of diplomatic relations between Israel and the Vari 
/ can may- follow the upcoming Middle East trip of John Cardiru 
\ O'Connor, but it probably won't happen soon. · 

Thal is the opinion ofRabbil.eon Kleoicki. the B'oai B'rith Anti 
DefamatiO!l League's director of iriterfaith affairs and a veteran pai 

ticipant in dialogue with the Catholic Chwch. 
Klenicki said O'Connor's ·visit to Israel Jan._5-7 ~pan of a nine 

day -trip that will include Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and J ordari - coi.E 
· cides with a general warming of ties between the Vatican and th 
1 ewisb state. . 

"We see rnore openness" since the reC:ent reswnption of the peai: 
process in Madrid. be said. Klenicki said church officials, who· hav 

· traditionalfy held out an exchange of ambassadors with Israel as pai 
of a comprehensive peace settlement, view Israel's prelimirulry oegc 
tialions with Palestinian representatives· as a "sign of hope:" · 

O'Connor, archbishop of New Yolk, will visit the Middle East i 
hls capacity as president of the Catholic Near East Welfare Associ< 
tion, a relief agency. His trip to Israel will be his first since 1986. . 

The cardinal has received an invitalion to meet Israeli Presider 
· Chaim Herzog. O;Connor, who is likely to mee1: other politi~ an 
government leaders, is certain to be asked about Vatican recogoitiQ 
of Israel. Klenicki said, because that "is nonnaJ if a person of sue 
ecclesiastical importance" goes to Israel. 
. · Kleniclci said O'Connor, whose "opinions have gn:aI 'l"eight iii th 

Vatican," !taS spoken sympathetically of fonnal church lies with I! 
raeL 

· "I am very_ hopeful'.' that the Vatican may agree to ex.change arr 
bassadors, Klenicki said. But be cautioned that such a historic ste 
may talce ·longer tjian suppmters of Israel would wish. ' 
· "TIDle is different iri the United-States and the Vatican," he-said . 

- ·Steve Lipma: 

·The North American Conference 
On Ethiopia}! Jewry (NACOW) 

. '311d 

Congregation Kehilath Jesbunm 
w:ill present• 

Cantorial Benefit Concert for Ethiopia Je r 
on 

Sunday, Februmj 2nc;I at 7:30 p.m. 
at 

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun, 125 East &5th Street, NYC 

For more ·irifo~ation, call NACOEJ at 
lickets are srn·each. ~ 

(212) 752-6340 

THE AISH HATORAH 
DISCOVERY SEMINAR 

ONE-DAY VOYAGE INTO Tm 
·"WHY'; of BEING JEWISH 

SUNDAY, JAN. 2, 1992 
9:30 A.M. to 5:00-P.M. 

Young Isra~l of East Northport 
7 Hooper Street, East Northport, N.Y. 

516-386-5880 

Athens in May. 
Eastern Oithodox churches arc 

i;e!f-gov~g but share coosensus 
H_lgl\llghts: To Attend: One must registedn advance-by calling 
• lsra.el Embassy Briefing• Meeting.at State Department · · · · _51'6-368-5880_ · . ·- · .. 

l, on matters of faith, despite diverse · 
elhnicities, histories, cultures and 
languages. · . · 
· . They include.the A.lbailla.n, A:lcx-. • 

• Congression,aJ conferences witli: le;iding Senators & flep~.ntatives 

. . .Pdi:e$125, Includes . . · · · · 
. RolJll(j,trip bus transp. (lromi NYJ, meals, hotel.room.(double QOQJPahcyj . · ·$25 per adult includ~s .Br~ast and Lunch:_: . 

ctfavah Halnr.ln NY: 212,!129-1625.--Dubida-HY:.BDO-:iZl'-85&7· .,..,iiOiiiioiiii-oiiOii...;;;" -.;;"irio" ., .. -.... ,. .. ..i .. ;.;;· ··.;.• ,;,;' ·,;;;·--;,;· ...... ...,. ..... -... ;..· .-.;;;.;; ...... ,;;,;, 
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Members of the BCEINSCA Subcommittee on Moral Values in Public 
Education 

Dr. Eugene Fisher and Rabbi Stanley M. Davids 

Specification of Feb. 19th Agenda, item no. 4 

January 15, 1992 

,'\s you know from the memo from our co-chairs, the next meeting of the 
sub-committee on moral values in public education \.\rill take place on 
Wednesday, February 19th, from 11:00 AM. to 3:00 P.M., at the Bishops' 
Conference (3211 Fourth Street, N.E., \Vashington, D.C.). 

After discussion with Fr. Charles Hagan of the USCC Department ot 
Education, we thought to offer a specific "model of implementation" for your . 
consideration oo Februarv 19th, and wanted to send it ahead. so that, if . . 
approved, the subcommittee could begin w9rking on it at the me.cling. 

In order for us to move from the theoretical to the practical, it is irnponant 
for us now to move rapidly so as to submit applications for foundation grants 
in a timely fashion. It is our understanding that the work upon which we 
have been focusing might very well be of serious interest to a number of 
foundations. 

We ought now to be prepared to undertake· the following: 

osHave a formal introduction prepared which, through a survey of 
current liter.ature, clearly shows the growing need for effort5 to teacb 
moral values in a public school.setting . 

. ' • 

•Complete our work of preparing cat~gories of values, along with the 
definitions we are applying. · 

,..Determine how an evaluative too1 for our efforts is to be prepa.red, 
and to have such an instrument created. 

"'Reque.st a written clarificatioIJ from legal staff indicating no 
expectation of church-state conflict in our approach. 

'" l.VtlNGTON AVENI.I!. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10.018. T•lvDhone: (~12) 6'~8570 
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*Determine a first stage te.~t OR model program site and methodology; 
create sample materials to be used at that site, as well as teachers' and 
supervisors' guides. 

This is a very interesting time for us. We have an indication of a possible 
test site, and we are reassured that the work which we have undertaken is 
viewed as significant and timely. If we as a committee ac::ept the approach 
outlined above, our specific task will focus mainly on determining tht:: cost 
for personnel, etc., to put together a preliminary document which would 
serve as a request for initial funding. 

········*··················· 
We await your guidance and suggestions on February 19th. 

. . ..... . - ~ .. · 



LTCIC U P D A T E 

We are able to :report the following developments bl UCIC. 

1~ Aleksy ~ Subsequot to his .tsit to the US, we are in OOlllact with the Patriarch's oftice to 
a -eroraJiieeiIDg and consultation in Moscow, possible in Jan~~ry 1992 or shortly thereafter. ·-· ........ 

As reported by TASS on November 29, the Patriarch expressed lrls views against the emergence of anti· 

f 
semitism bl any fonn and emphasized that the Jewish people desel"Ve respect and should not be accused for 
an deadly sins; "neither a whole nation Is guilty, nor a group of people , nor an ideology. I reject anti· 
semitism and consider it as much a sin as any other intercommunal discord." 

1) Dr. G. Wtgoder - a veteran member of UCIC and representative of the former Israel Interfaith Committee, 
Jerusalem, was ln New York for consultations. He inttoduced as a regular OCIC member the newly formed 
~el Jewish Committee for lnterrellgious Relations•. , 

3) Carmelite Convent in Auschwitz - last week.en a , November 30 ·na1 F. Macharsld of Cracow, 
in the presence of Cardinal Edward I. Cassidy, president of e Vattcm Commission for Religious Relations 
with the Jews, and Fr. P.F. Fumigalll, Secretary of the Commission, laid the t"Ornerstone of the new convent, 
whiclt was ·espectally blessed by Pope John Paul n. The new building, if the nuns move out on schedule, is 
expected to be ready bl Qctober 1992, and is located 300 yards rtom the old convent, outside the camp site. 

--=----
4) European Synad of Bishops November 28 - December 14, 1991 - The European Jewish Congress submitted 

I
. a memorandum for distribution to the bishops attending the Synod urging to recognize Europe's religious 

pluralism. . . 

The statement was presented by Dr. G.M. Rieper and Mrs. Tullia Zev:I to CanUnal Carlo M. Martini of 
Milan, with the request that he bring the Jewish observations when the bishops discuss the rellgjous roots 
or Eu.rope and "not igllo~ or under-value the imporfmlt Jewish contn1>ution to European dvilization." It 
further stated that it is also "indispensable to be alert so that the memory of the fate of European Jews over 
the centuries is kept alive in order to better combat every form of intoleranL"e. 11 

- There was a wide press 
coverage or the above memorandum in the Italian and International press. 

i
" The New Vo:rk Timg_, for example, reported on November 29, immediately after the opening session, "i\ith 

a heading "Catholic Syood Cites Judaism's Role In ~pe." It expanded as follows; Roman Catholic bishops 
f'rom both sides ot the former Iron Curtain began a European Synod with au unexpected aclalowlcdgemtnt 

, of Judaism's contribution to the Continent's development.. • .A keynote speecll by Cardinal Camillo R11ini, the 
moderator of the Synod, repeated the Pope's own descripdon of Jews description of Jews as Christianitfs 

I 
"big brothers". Cardinal Rmni fUrther said "Jewish faith and culture represent a key element in the 
development of our culture." " •• .And the Holoaaust," he continued, "was a gigantic crime which was an 
expression of the perversion of European humanism." 

~ On .November 30, the NY Times reported (abbreviated) that Vatican omcials went out or their way to note 
~ the contribution of Jews to European cnltnre...and should encourage dialogue and collaboration with respect 

for religious freedoms ... partlcularly of Jews. 

Greek·Orthodox Church • we have Initiated various contacts with the newly consecrated Ecumenical Patriarch 
ot the Greek-Orthodox Church in Istanbn~ Turkey. It is hoped that a race-to-face meeting of a small IJCIC 
delegation wiJI take place early next year 1992. In the meantime, Dr. G.M. Rlegner and Prof. Jean Halperin 
met on November 20 in Geneva with Msgr. Damaskinos and Prof. V. Fidas to further discuss the scope and 
agenda of a possible .Jewish·Greek Orthodox consultadon planned for some time in 1992. 

12/4/91 



DRAFT 
F01t !t!LEASEt. 

VATICAN CITY - A hich level eonferenes of internati•nal Cathel1c and Jewish leaders 

l:unxa and schelars vi.tr convene in Prac~, Septemeer J-6, to 41sclll8s the i:l•bsl 
· · · · ,-;~oM "' L< .lcvo't'c~ ~'"' · · 
state ef Catbelie-Jewish relations. ~cial will teaaea*W'*' •Bt t~isterie 

ani eontemperary anti-Semitism, examininc their im'!laet on the Rad holoca1.1st and 
ffeo 011 attit teverd 

,•?t-bolecaust ~ . ews, Jtrlaism, ani Cathel4c-Jevieh relations. 

1he annollncement of the conference 'WBS maie Jointly Dr !is Erninen•ce ~ 

Oar.iinal llita -."'8rd Cassidy, presi•ent •f the Vatican .Secretariat on Reli~ioas 
. - . 

ftelatio~s vi.th the Jews, and Seymeur fteich of Hew York, president of the International 

Jevishl Committee mx for I1kwr•1kt1 ·Interrelirious Consultations (IJCIC). Tbe twe 

9<>4.ies a,re Qf'fit4al representative acencies of thlVatican and worl• Je\ll'y who have 
\ -~ 

mainteinei lia:si~n on i~slleljl 0f common concern tor.- twenty"~ars. 

Mee tine wil.l b9, .etc. 

A major empha.sis of the four-isy confere~ee vi.11 'te en the cm-rent 011tbreaks 

of anti-Semitism in the ~viet Union aid 1n. otha~ East Euno,ean colntries. ~ ~ 
r. a UU__ Jevish_h~tlel'v' . . ~ 

1-l~urcb/authorities/fro~d.,~oslovakia, !luncary, West and Ea.st Germany, ~ 
. . 

France and Italy ""'.i;tJ ~e partic.ipants .in the Uscu~a~ens _\flth reF.esentatives from 

N~:rth aml Sputh Ainerica_; and l;srael. '!'.bis i .s 9e_li~ved to be tbE! firs~ ... ~u~h assembly 

ef Catho.l .ic ane Jewish officials dmr since the "treeeom reYOlutien11 in !astern kope. 

,The meeting will also hear first-hand testimony fr&m Jewish holocaust survivors ·.•· . . . . . . . . - . . .. 

. and CathoHcs wo hell'.~ Jews in their escape t'rom lfazis a!ld Nal!lill.fti• 

In a joint ~tatement (or in parallel statements) ~ariiaal C~ss1dy .and Mr. !eicb 

i .eelare«, ''All people of coed· will must surel7 v&leome th_e r>rotr~ss to.ward tree9om, 
.,,, .• . 

. . 
•emocracy, and. human ricbts in the wrld to•ay. ~t the: same t .ime, Catholics and Jevs . . . .. ·. ' . . ... . ' ... ,. ·- - ... .. 

must ~e Tic1lant and CQepera te aeti vel7 tQ aes1:1re tba t thes.e . ' freedom revolutions I ill> 

not rlei:l;ine into form~ of ultra-nationalism wilch nilrtiµ-e _relici&11s and ethnic batretls 
·' 

and cenflfot. In the searin= li«ht of'. the Jss.1. ~Ci>laeaust .en the .European hontinent, we 

must wrk elof!ely and s~riwsly te l:l[!!IN>Ot .the anti-~mitis.11 \lbieb has arise~ in a number 

of these ce_antries~bk hacs eu~de!Uei by the !llUrier f)f se many Jewish victills~ 

lle s6Deere~1 boi-e and !)ray thd this co!lsYltation f)f imP,Ortant Cst.h_&U.c a~ Jevish 

~.l'.so,nalities will make • r~ndamental COD~ribution to co11bat.tin: the ancient hostilities 

and t _o ereatinc a 11.&'lf!' environaent of mutual respect and hwnan solHarity affinn.inc 

the divine d icni ty- er each" b.uman 9e inc.". 

spe~l !AVJ;L / '!be conference vill epen with a pilg1rmage to the former concentwatior 
caa,/ \ 

~ • .-....._..a. .... lc(.a,.w., ( ....... -.d' h\'tw., ~· .... ~~ 
r (' • ,~._ """'- , Wo> """" '"~ .._,.... 




