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MAY 13-16,

FROM: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
DATE: February 18, 1976
RE: VATICAN-ISLAMIC CONFERENCE IN LIBYA, FEBRUARY 1-5

This office has received a number of inquiries during the past week
asking for clarification as to what happened at the Vatican-Islamic meeting in
Libya from Feb. 1 through 5, and its possible implications for Vatican-Jewish-
Israeli relations. The following report is based on conversations with the
AJC Paris office, with sources in Rome, and especially on detailed conversations
I had with Catholic representatives who attended the Libyan meeting.

The five-day seminar on Islamic-Christian relations was co-sponsored
by the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians and the Libyan Arab Republic. The
conference was held in the large modern 800-seat "Liberation Theater" building
in Tripoli, that is fully equipped for simultaneous translations in Arabic,
French and English, with Radio and TV transmission facilities. Colonel Muammar
Qaddafi, Libyan president, paid all the travel expenses for the Catholic and other
Christian participants. The official delegations consisted of 14 Vatican and 16
Muslim representatvies from 10 countries. There were, however, some 300 observers
and 120 mass media people present from some 43 countries with Muslim populations.
One informant told me that Qaddafi spent "well over a million dollars" for this
meeting. Cardinal Serge Pignedoli, president of the Vatican secretariat, in his
opening remarks praised "the generous hospitality'" of the Libyan Arab Republic.

The announced purpose of the seminar -- described by Father Thomas C.
Donlan, 0.P., as "the first time since before the Crusades (that) official dele-
gations of the Islamic and Christian faiths have met" -- was to increase under-
standing and collaboration between Christians and Moslems, an altogether laud-
able objective. 1In an Islamic newsletter dated as early as January 2, 1976,
the editor, Muhammad Tahir, announced that the "Islamic agenda" for the seminar
was the following:

"The dialogue is certain to center around Colonel Qaddafi's Third Inter-
national Theory which calls for the unity of God-fearing men and women to strug-
gle together to overcome some of the common enemies of Capitalism, Communism,
Zionism, Racism, and materialism."

‘ Since this was originally intended as a pan-Christian and pan-Islamic
conference, the Vatican Secretariat invited representatives of the World Council of
Churches, the Copts and the Eastern Orthodox. The World Council and the Copts
declined, reportedly indicating unhappiness that Libya was subsidizing the meeting.
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But the Orthodox patriarchate of Damascus accepted, and, at the last minute,
the Moscow Orthodox patriarchate also agreed to attend.

Four themes composed the seminar agenda: 1) Whether religion can
be effective in guiding men's lives today; 2) Whether religion must con-
"cern itself with social justice; 3) What common bases are shared by Islam
and Christianity; and 4) What antagonistic prejudices exist among adherents
of the two faiths and what steps can be taken to overcome them?

My informants tell me that the Vatican officials insisted prior to
the conference that there would be no political discussions, especially with
regard to the Middle East, since these were outside the competence of this
secretariat. Apparently the Muslim officials agreed to these ground rules.
At each morning session (from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.) a Christian and a
Muslim scholar presented papers on each of the themes listed above. ' At the
evening sessions, from 5 to 9 p. m., discussion was held based on the morning
presentations.

. The Vatican spokesmen, both in their papers and in the discussions,
avoided all political issues, and spoke generally in a spirit of good—ﬁill
typified by Cardinal Pignedoli's remarks: '"We begin our dialogue in a spirit
of fraternity. ©Not to affront each other, not to judge each other reciprocally
and not to minimize our respective faiths. We begin with full respect and

with full love one for the other." Muslim speakers also began with expressions
of good-will, but regularly interspersed their remarks with strong attacks

on Zionism, the Crusades, Christian missionaries, Western civilization and
imperialism. .

The one~sided Muslim attack on Christian imperialism had some effect.
On the final day of the seminar, a White Father missionary from Tunisia,
French Father Jacques Lanfry, invited the Christians in the audience to con-
demm Christian "errors of the past," and to rid themselves of 'present prej-
udices and misunderstandings'" in relation to the religion of Islam. Turning
to the Islamic delegation, the priest pleaded for "forgiveness" of his "Muslim
brothers" for "misunderstandings, injustices, and erroneous criticisms" on
the part of Christians towards "the Prophet Mohammed and his followers."
Suddenly, two Imams (senior Muslim religious leaders) got up from their places
in the front row, went up to Father Lanfri and warmly embraced him. The 2nt-
ire assembly burst into applause. There was no comparable Muslim "confiteor"
for persecutions or massacres of Christians (not to speak of Jews) in the
past or present (i.e., Sudan, Uganda, Lebanon, etc.).

Later that morning, a Muslim participant suggested that a mixed Islamic
-Christian commission be created and dispatched as a messenger of peace to
such places as Lebanon, the Philippines, and Northern Ireland. Msgr. Pietro
Rossano, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat, turned down the proposal say-
ing that intervention in such areas was best left to United Nations agencies.
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While all this was going on, a joint committee consisting of four
Vatican representatives and four Muslims were meeting to draft a communique
for the conference. The Christian members were an Arab who is the chief of-
ficer for Islam of the Vatican Secretariat, Melkite Catholic Archimandrite
Francis Abou-Mokh; and three Arabic-speaking Western Christians: Father
Ary Roest Crollius, a Jesuit professor of Islamic Studies at the Gregorian
University in Rome and a secretariat consultor; Father Maurice Boormans and
Jacques Lanfry.

According to my informants, a decision was made to split the
drafting committee into four pairs—-ome Christian and one Muslim--each pair
being assigned to evaluate a separate section of the 24-point text that was
prepared by the Muslim drafting group. As it turned out, the Christian
drafters saw only the section they worked on, and signatured that section.
Only Archimandrite Abou-Mokh initialed each page of the entire document
that was presented to the conference as "the final declaration'. Abou-
Mokh, not incidentally, told my informant that he personally supported the
anti-Israel and anti-Zionist positions in paragraphs 20 and 21 of the text,
but that he also realized that his was not an official Vatican approval.

(A good constructive influence to have as an official member of a Vatican
Secretariat!)

The full text of the declaration is attached. Articles 20 and 21
read as follows:

Recommendation number 20 (also called a resolution, although it
was not subject to any vote on the part of the Vatican delegation)
reads as follows:

"The two sides look upon the heavenly religions with respect and
accordingly they distinguish between Judaism and Zionism, the latter
being a racial aggressive movement, foreign to Palestine and the
Middle Eastern region.'

Recommendation (resolution) number 2] --also not subject to any
Vatican delegation vote —- says: "Adherence to truth, justice, and
peace, and belief in the rights of peoples for self-determination
prompt the two sides to affirm the national rights of the Palestinian
people and their right to return to their homeland, and to affirm the
Arabism of the city of Jerusalem and the rejection of (its) Judaization,
partition, and internationalization.

"(The two sides) denounce all violation of all sacred places.
(They) demand the setting free of all detainees in occupied Palestine...
and ask for the liberation of all (Israeli) occupied lands, and call
for the formation of a permanent commission to investigate the alteration
of sacred Muslim and Christian sites and reveal this to world public
opinion."
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The final declaration was presented to the conference by a Muslim
delegate at the closing session on Friday aftermoon. Neither Cardinal Pig-
nedoli, nor Msgr. Rossano, nor other members of the Vatican delegation who
were not involved in its preparation were given the courtesy of seeing the
text in advance of its introduction, nor were they aware that it contained
the anti-Israel paragraphs. In fact, Cardinmal Pignedoli at this point was
taken conveniently to the palace of Colonel Qaddafi for a very lengthy pri-
vate audience.

When Msgr. Rossano finally got a Spanish translation of the Arabic
text, he said, "It is a mistake, a mistake!" Father Boormans, who authored
two good papers for the conference, said he was "crushed,”" called it "the
blackest day of my life. Everybody lost, only Qaddafi won." Interestingly,
Dr. Ezhaddin Ibrahim, Minister of Cultural Affairs of the United Arab Emir-
ates and a member of the Muslim delegation, said privately that, "if an
objection had been made during the drafting, the Muslim group was prepared
to withdraw articles 20 and 21."

The next day, on arriving in Rome, Cardinal Pignedoli_issued a
statement at a press conference and over Vatican Radio in which he "dis-
associated" himself "not only as a Vatican representative, but as a Chris-
tian, " from the position taken in the two paragraphs "by our .Muslim brothers".
The cardinal added that '"the contents" of the paragraphs were to be trans-
mitted to "the authorities of the Holy See ((Secretariat of State) who alone
have competence in this matter," since ''political elements' enter into it.

Reporting on this event, the Vatican City newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, quoted Cardinal Pignedoli as saying that he ‘could not sign the docu-
ment that contains points '"beyond my jurisdiction'. The prelate was then
quoted as saying that the statements on Zionism, the Palestinians, and Jeru-
salem remained solely "the expression of the Muslim delegation.”

On the following Tuesday, representatives of the International Jew-
ish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (ILJCIC) made a formal demarche
to the Vatican Secretariat of State and asked for a clarification on the high-
est levels. They indicated that such repudiation of the document was necessary
before the March 1 meeting between the Vatican Commission on Religious Rela-
tions with Judaism and IJCIC could take place in Jerusalem.

The next day, Archbishop Giovanni Benelli, Deputy Secretary of the
Vatican Secretariat of State (and one of its most influential and authorita-
tive spokesmen) issued a statement that was published on the front page of
L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican authority stated that paragraphs 20 and 21
of the Tripoli declaration had been examined by "competent Vatican author-
ities." He added, "The Holy See declares that it cannot accept these two
articles because their content does not correspond in essential points to the

position, known to all, of the Holy See."




Area Directors/CRCs
Page 5
February 18, 1976

That clarifying statement was telephoned to a New York meeting of
IJCIC representatives that Bert Gold and I attended, and all the Jewish groups
present agreed that the clarification was adequate and acceptable and that plans
for the March 1 meeting in Jerusalem should proceed. We agreed, however, that
the entire Libyan episode must be placed on the agenda of the Jerusalem meeting
for a full airing, with a view toward trying to assure that such anti-Israel
entrapments are not allowed to happen again.

It should be made clear that while Vatican spokesmen indicated they
were "mortified" by this event, they were trying to prevent the incident from
compromising what they regard as ''the basically positive achievements at the
religious level with Islam" of the Libyan seminar. Undoubtedly, there will
be other Vatican-Islamic "dialogues" and there will be inevitable attempts
to repeat the exploitation of such meetings for anti-Israel and anti-Jewish
purposes by Muslim officials. '"Sufficient to the wise is a wink," says the
Talmud.

Two noteworthy points: a) The reference in article 21 to '"the lib-
eration of all detainees in occupied Palestine, above all the Moslem Ulema and
the Christian clergy" was drafted with specific reference to the release of
Cardinal Capucci, and is part of an ongoing Arab campaign against Israel; b)
The Muslims did not allow a single reference in the document to evangeliza-
tion or the mission of the Church. On the contrary, they asserted (p. 28, imn
the full text), "The Moslem side affirmed the power of Islam to establish a
system for life and for society valid for all times and places, springing
from a comprehensive ouytlook on the universe and life, characterized by
originality, balance and realism."

76-700-13
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17 - 2/10/76
FULL TEXT OF ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE (3,000)
Editors: Following is e nfovisnry translation of tﬁe Arsbic-lasngusge
raconpendations and resolutions of the Seminar of Islemic-Christian
Dlelogue held in Tripolf, Libye, Feb. 1-6. NC Neus is sendins it
subject to correction, snd the later insertion of parts garbled

in tﬁansmission. Such gerbled parts sre indicated by ellipes.)

In the name of God, the All Merciful, the All Compassionete,
under the motto: "“Invite all to the wey of thy Lord with wisdon
and beeutiful pfcacning" (Koran), and: **Let us search for what
supports pesce and brothsrhood.””
in an etmosphere of confidence end optimism and beerins the
mutual responsibility toward...who is threstened by real denser,
the Seminar of IsleBic-Christian Dialosue hes been held in the city
of Tripoli in the Libyan Arab Republic during the period 1 - & Safar,
1396, A.H. /Moslen calender 3, corresponding to | - 6 Februery 1976,
~.Veticen. A number of Moslem end chﬁ:st[an_fnlnxers rfum most Of
the cnuntfias of the unfld perticipated. Moreover, Observers from
emong the Moslen ulemaSIZEMaOIOQIcal and legsel scholars 1 and th‘
Christien clerdy of the Catholic, Greek Orthodox snd Protestent
churches attended the seninar togethér with thinkers, politicans,
newsmen end wen of the fnformetion medie Who cgme from more than
60 countries of the world. '
The aim of holding this seminar was the cfaatlon of a new atnospheéere
of mutual confidence betwesn the Moslem end Christien worids,
with the view to eliminating different sediments of periods of remotaness,
of dispute and colonialism, and to explors the...thereof, and
to Joint effort...and to being concerned with constructing bridses
of understanding end caopafatton among the believers of the two
religions in order to creete the suitsble stmosphefe that helps
to uﬁdnfstand what modern @man 1nhafont19 suffers fros the material
end spiritusl crises facing him ind to submit pfﬂcttcel solutions

'1hafoto- They are confident thai fﬁllsion is the suthentic source

!

{xoRR)
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which is able to-aschieve these objectives, for religion is not only
spiritual velues, but embraces the coordination between matter snd
tne devotion of the spirit.

Humanity 9anns under the yoke of many !flcvancas. and the
mgn of todny.liuas in a continuous vacuum, snxisty, spiritaul slienation

end remoteness froam stability end heppiness. He lives in burning
rlfe caused by the materialistic tyéenny vhich pervades ina world
end which s curtaining him from the sourcés of goodness, truth

end mercy which religion fenfcsants...thclf real euinenttc sourée.

The fisht for the 1iberation of men from sll forms of ignorance,
tyranny, onpénss!on and exploitetion springs from the heart of fcligiqn,
'end constitutes, tnerefore, e duty Of every pious Ssn. There are
nfin§ltlas which no dlvlne-f.llulon can be lenient with, or tarry
in defending...

in the light of these concepts the folloving topics wveres discussed:

1. 1s 1t possible for religion to be an ideology for 1ire?

2. The common bases Of be;sdts and sphofOs of meeting togsther
in all flelds of life.

3. sociel justice, a frult of belfef in God.

4. How cegn we eliminete faulty prejudices and weak confidence
which still separate us froR eamch other?

In sach topic twe scholers, & Moslem and e Christian, participated,;
each axpressing the point of view of the side he rODfesents- 2
positive dielogue toOK place, charactsrized by frankness and clearnsss,
end in en etmosphere Of open thinking and ensesed responsibility
{n which both parties effirmed the pover of ralision to contein
the developing cifcumstances of this ags.

Both parties have asreed that religion {s superior to all ijdaoclogies.

The Mosler side affirmed the power of Islem t0 8stablish a systen
for 11fe and for socisty valid for all times snd places, spriasing
from e comprehensive outlook on the universa snd lifs, charactarizeq.
by orisinality, balence gnd faalism. The Bhé!stlsn side also affirmed
thit cnflstlanlty concerns itself in the flfst instance with the
spiritual espect, end thet it should cosmit itself, &s a relision,

to inspire ideoloaises.

(MORE)
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Thé twWo partisas havd also reviewed the problams of doctrine
in both relisions. The two relisions meet in the belisf in one God,
the only one, in spite of the difference of tnetf concepts of @
nupbaﬁ of problems of doctrine. Both peftlcs arr!fmed the necassity
of undertaking Joint efforts t0 suppOrt and axa!f spirituel values
end sthical péinclnlas and the hgppiness of nen.

The pofints of view of the two na;ties also met in considering
socigl Jjustice as n.natural fruit of belfef in Goad, ss tyfaany,
in ell fts forms, contradicts the spirit of religton and divine
books. Tha Moslem side effirmsd that Islen presents an integral
systen for socimsl Justice in gll its espects, be they humane, sociel
o} economic. The Christien side also effirmed that Christianity
directs man {n nis behewtqf with the view to realizing social Justice
end that the cnéistlea church nes undertaken many initistives in
the rlelﬁs of social education end fts application.

In an stmosphere of frankness and genuine desire t0 overlook
the faults of the past and to Open @ nev page of relations based
en undofstnndlns and cooperaetion, the two paftlns revieved many
cases which were the causes 0f enmity, doubts end diminished confidence
Which mede Isiem snd Christisnity remote from each other. The Moslenm
gside followsd vith setisfaction certain DefaSrnpns recited from
the decleretion i{ssued by the Second Ecumenical Vatican Synod, especielly

those pertaining to a2 new outlook tuuafd Moslems, snd found in
them a gocod initi{etive which will help to tubn ovaé the peges of
the past, which havée bscomé the p;OpeEty of histofy. Both parties
esreed upon starting e new leaf based on respect, cooparation, and

Joint endeavor for the soodness of humanity.

Easef to reelize the noble objactives rof vwhich the dislogue

was held, the seminar edopted the following resolutions and recommendat{ OnS:

(1> The two sides effirm their belief {n God, the only one,
gnd fpcﬁanand sustained, coordinaeted uobk, roﬁmlne one front for
the deepening of relistous snd ethical values {n the souls of men.
(2) Both sides honor all prophets end epostles in all revealed
falsglons and denoufice those who discreait them or dare to dissrace
thcl; eminsnt position, for such en act is @ nfOtsst against the
will of God, who commissjoned then.

{MORE) .
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(3) The two sides affirm that relisfon, in its essencs, is
the source of moral obliggtion end thet {t is the fundasentsl resulator
of the benhavior of i{ndividusls, copmmunities gnd states.

(a4) Orgenizing one"s 1ife cannot bé accomplished in isoletion
from §ell§10n; which draws upon humanity plasns ror gquidsnce and
righteousnsss. The two sides eccordingly affirs that religion is
the basis of ‘true legislation, and that ell levs enacted by Dan
alone will never rsech the scme of perféection.

(5) The two parties affirm the...necessity to stand by tne
sfde of truth wherever it is, snd t0 help the triumph of man, his
dignity snd his welfare. They invoke all moral forces in theIUOrld
to incorporete this meaning in the behavior of men, communities,
peoples and stetes, in oédef to stend against tyresnny in all forms,

t0 schieve the triumph of mgn’s...end his ﬁ;asdom.

(6> 1In triumph of man"s dignity, the two parties declere their
condesnation of recial discriminetion in all {ts forss and dimensions,
gs discriminetion underretes the velus Of men whom God hes honored.

(&P Fuf the faalizatlon of numan welfare the two parties afflrm
their concern by recommending the necessity of unifying efforts
to dﬁau up nfugrams of development for the ssrvice of numanlty...distrib
ution and lnternaiionsl trensactiuns. as the éxistence of millions
of nungéy and nekad peopla in g2ll1 parts of the world constitutss
2 shame to humanity, snd @ aagfadatlun to all EeliQIOus values.

The two parties eppeal to all states and internstional institutions
and boufas whose tesks ere connected with project of development
to teke into prime consideration this objective.

(8) The two partiss affirm the necessity of freedon foé religious
belief, for the performance of religious rites, and the right of
the faoily to raise their children in accofdanco with i1ts religious
bsliefs. They denounce all types end forms of paligious paésecution
end consider inhumen the resimes and theories which call for the
parsacution of belisvers.

(9) The two parties aff!fm that péece is a messsge 6t rélfgion

and look forward t0o {ts reglizetion on the besis of truth and justics.

» ; {MORE)
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Thaw ?nseel t& thos2 stetfs which cwi destructivs weepoas to caase
their producticn and favest their resources in serving psacaful
purposss to realize the prosperity end welfare of humenity.

(ina Both sidss balisve that religion is g comprehensive percspiion
ef thé universe and of existence, end effirn thet science i{s g
vert thereof, and thet ell progrsess in the fileld of science gives
new avidence of the supremagcy of God, cfeetor 9f thé universe ia
the best of melds, end creator of its lgws in pccopdance with rulss
whese gccurecy and @ireculousasss science discovers sach day. Sclefnce
should alweays remein at ths sefutce of Eex:ginn end committed to
its velues asnd idesls, and directed to ihe seév!ce of numanity,
theredby restrefning man from gatheism and dallnquenﬁy. These tuc
Puln @any youths of the world when they mistekealy imsgine that
science contradicts religion. When science supports belief it cen
succead in liquidating meny problems of youth.

C11> In view of the fect thet an effectivée role is played by
youth {n building the futuréa, the two perties recommend the necessity
of aiving {mportence to the curétcula of educstion end its aids
in schools end colleges. They recommend that emong the fundasmental
gims of thess curriculas beé the implenting of relfjgious velues end
mofal viﬁtues in souls, end that they should gvoid ell what would
degrede dnctflno. mafal!ty end understending among netions.
| c12) Bofh sides encoursgse the translation of the divine bOOKs
into all lenguages, end condemn any attempt to confiscete these
© DOOKS né prohibit their circulation in eny part of the world.
€13) The Christisn side expresses its desire that the Moslenm

side continue nistoricel resesrch end sstisfectory interpretetions

with Ecsafn to the evaluation of the ;;Holy Binle, " in e genuine

scientific anoéoach;

(14) The Moslem side desires that the Christien side spare
no eneégv or efforts t0 remove the church'ffom the mosque O0f Cordoba
end effect the removel st the esrliest possible time.

C15) The two paftles recommend the necessity of joint work

to follow up the mistakes included in the school curriculas, in textbooks,

(MORE)
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in ths hsoks of soma Orientaelists and scholers regerding the be!l;rs
of each nsfty, in order to corfoct then in accordance with ths belisfs
of tnalf nolders. The Moslem gids accepted with appfeclatlun the
initiativé of the Cnristlian side in seexins the edvice 0f Moslen
scholars in ell thet is written on Islam in the schools belonsing
to the Christian side.

(16) The heritese of civilization and culture sre the property
of ell humenfty, end humenity hes the risht to receive this heritesge
"in e true way. Owing to the circumstences of past Disaivings between
the Moslem and cnflstlaﬂ Uoﬁlds, the two naftles appeal to the universities,

relfgious end theological institutes to act &s host to visiting
professors of the two relisions.

(17) To effect resl coopeérstion betwesen the uoslan and Gﬁristlan
worlds the two parties recommend the ceasing Of all attempts to
divert Moslems from their baliefs by Christiens, or to divert Christiens

from their beliefs by Moslenms.

(18) Lebanon, e country dear to the heerts Of both Moslems
end Christians, has been expaosed to a sedithn of which thousends
of innocent psople ware victios. cefteln people of 111 intentions,
inside and outside Lebsnon, have tried tO describe the strugsle
as 8 aectaéisn_onc between Moslems gnd chf!stlans--rhls slander
does not only insult the Moslems end Christiens in Lepanon, but
it aims at exploding ell genuine and earnsst endeavors for @ repprocheme n£

 between the Moslem and Christien worlds. The two perties, therefors,
denounce the sedition which arose in Lebanon and refuse to stamp
it & sectarian strussle, snd condemn all ettempts to Judge it that
u&y or distoét iho sublime, magnenimous coexistenca, prevailing
suong the religjous femilies in Lebenon. '

(19) Desirous 0f narroving the gap between the scientificelly
advanced stetes snd the developing countries, end believing in the
rant of all the peoples of the world to their advancement, the
two na;tlas appeal to the uUnited Nations Educational, Scientific
and Culturael Orgenizetion CUNESCO) t0 issue @ universal charter

to be sanctioned by the United Nations ensuring all pedples the
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lesitinete right to obtain scientific development snd technolosicel
methods, end not shutting off this risht from the Third World in
psrticuler. They eppeal to UNESCO to esk all conferences which study
questions perteining to rev mgterials t0 entertein the necessity

of {ntroducing technology end its methods to0 the developing countries
which produce these rev meterials. The reelizetion of this objective
will forestsll possible discord between the Third World snd the

developed world.

¢20) The two varties look upon the revesled religions with
respect, end gccordingly they distinguish betwsen Judaism snd zionism,
the letter being a recisl, aq!f.satvl movement, foreian €0 Palastine
and the entire Eest.

¢t21) abiding by truth and justice, fully concerned with peace
end believing in the risht of peoples to self-deteraination, the
two parties reeffirmn the nationel rishts of the Palestinian psople
end tnlib right to return to their homeland. They affirm the Arebisa
of the city of Jerusslem, gnd the rejection of Judaizetion, partition
end internationalizetion projects, snd dendunce sny viojation of
gll secred shrines. The two sides request the liberation of ell
detainess in occupied Palestine, above ell the MOslenm Uleme and
the cnflstlan clerday. They also demand the liberation of aell occupied
territories and call for the formetion of & permenent commission
to fnvestigete the elterstion of sacred Moslem gnd Christien sites,
and to reveal all these to the world's public opinjon.

¢22) Should there be other difficult circumstances, es is the
case preveiling in the Philippines, both nu&tl.s shell undsrteke
2 mutusl initietive to find en effective Eo!o leading to eppropriste
solutions besed on Justice and impartiaslity.

(23) The two perties decided to fork s peragnent joint follow-up
committee whose tesk will be to isplement. the resolutions and recommenda-
tions edbove mentioned, to. follow up eny nev probleas Vnich Bight
grise therefrom. The comajttes shall also be entrusted with preparing

for similer symposiums {n the futurse.

(MORE) -~
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(24) The two perties, with sreat esteem and consideratioa,
grest Col. Muampar el Khaddefi, cheirsen Of the rRevolutionary Conmand
council, who n:téontzod this syaposium snd perticipated positively
in {ts discussions. His deep concern in this syamposium greatly contributed

to its success.

These rosofﬁtinns and recoamsndaetions nave besn adraed upon
throush the mutual undlﬁstsndlng of the Moslem and Christian parties
with regerd to the mResning, eims and precepts of the dislogue.

The two sides agreed thet the gims of the dielogue are the
exchange, among the discourging perties belonsing to the two relisions,
of information, idess end fects which will enrich the knowvledse
of esch perty sbout the religjon of the other party, its history,
culture and other perticulgrs: thus, to clerify in a Isiricera objective
wgy, the points of meetins end differences which might exist among
them with e view thet sach perty mainteins its beliefs, comnitments
end ettitudes in en etmosphere of cordislity snd mutuel respect.

The two discoursingd perties seize this blessed oppoOrtunity
to extend their heertfelt thanks to all those who participeted in
this syoposium eithér by their presence or in teking psert in the
discussions, Or by observations or by performing eny activity relevant
to the success of the dialogsue, no satter how numble it has deen,
for 1t is great in the sight of God.

In conclusion we all thank Ged, the omnipotent, wnho helped
s by nis greet mercy to live together in an astmosphere of perfect
bfothOrhood during the days of the Islgmic-Christian dieslogus in

Tripvoli.





