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Towards Catholic Jewish Understanding.

A paper delivered by
Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Director
Commission on Interfaith Actxvities
of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
at a colloquim held at
Boston College, Boston, Massachusetts
December 8, 1963

When the history of America's religion is written, the years 1961 to 1964 will
probably be described as the years when Catholics and Jews discovered one another.
Much has been written for and said to each by the other. All the "secrets' are now
out in the open. We know, for example, that Catholics see Jews in all the familiar
stereotypes of '"rich landlords,' '"perpetrators of deicide,' '"politically liberal"

" to a degree that borders on the frightening and so 'free" in their social attitudes

that they seem to be loosening the very strands that hold together America's social

fabric, while Jews see Catholics as "culturally and politically conservative,”

"socially isolated," and possessed of a general attitude toward life which Dr. Nathan

‘Glazer characterized last year in the first of these colloquims as ''it is becter for

people to be good and decent than it is to be 'smart.’

with all this"letting down of the hair,'" '"cards on .the table' approach, I wonder
two things: a) what is left to say ‘that would not be sterile repetition, b) what
changes, perceptible or otherwise, have occurred in Boston in the last 12 months as
a result of the first confrontation.

Do Jews, in the privacy of their homes, speak of Catholics and Catholicism with
less suspicion or less hostility than I have heard them refer to '"the Church' and her
people in days before these dialogues began? Do Catholics, in the privacy of their
homes, refer to Boston's Jews with phrases less stereotyped?

1 can answer 1n part for the Jews, for I am not infrequently in Jewish homes in
Boston. The answer is: "No!' ''Not really."

The Jews I hear still seem to think that Boston, and Massachusetts, politics are
completely controlled by '"the Church.” As corroborative “evidence,' they.cite every-
thing from the election of Edward Kennedy, Boston police corruption, and anti-birth
control statutes to what happened in the Rhode Island textbook case as confirming
examples of Catholic political influence. These seem to fortify convictions of;en ex-
pressed with a sighing resignation, as if to say: 'Well, what can you do?" "Go fight
City Hall." '

I cannot even begin to answer the question from the Catholic viewpoint for in
truth, except for the "professionals,'" I do not know many Catholics.. Mine is a truly

ghettoized society. If the religious professionals of Catholicism. (those organizationai

leaders, writers, thinkers and the few conmitted lay people who see their Catholicism

as a primary value and who consequently devote themselves to it wholeheartedly), are
anything like their Jewish counterparts, I suggest that both groups suffer from a
stratification as great as it is tragic--a "layering,' with the professionals, the intel-
lectuals, the editors, writers, social acientists and clergy, in one compartment and the
rank and file in another one. This second layer is composed of the Catholic and Jewish
masses who see their religion primarily as a social fact of life, who accept their
Catholic and Jewish beings as a matter of course but in whose hierarchy of personal
values, religion is only of secondary or tertiary importance.. These two strata exist in
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a vertical kind of collodial suspension, like oil on water, with too few rods to tie
them together and too few conduits through which the thoughts of one group are brought
‘into meaningful contact with the needs of the other. This strgtification ought to be
kept very clearly in mind in whatever we say about and to one another. We should be
very careful always to delineate what level, what group we are involved with when we
describe or seek out our interreligious relations. : -

-

There is little question in my mind that the contact between the professional
elements of the two faith groups is improving and in many communities is quite good.
I1f not always harmonious, the encounter between leadership elements of the Catholic
and Jewish Communities is intelligent and meaningful in its increasingly effective
effort to make felt their falths' message on society's many problems. One need only
to recall the National Conference on Religion and Race and its on-going program of tri-

- faith involvement in over 50 communities to know how true this is. It is no longer un-
usual for larger metropolitan communities to boast of Catholic-Jewish-Protestant
cooperative involvement among the top echelons of professional and lay leaders on matters
of juvenile delinquency,; censorship, alcoholism and the whole army of dilemmas to which
modern urban living makes our lives so prone. Even in the difficult area of peace,
responsible Catholic and Jewish religious professionals are now exploring interreligiously.

“As one of those professionals, I think we can say that we have come to realize that
today s problems are truly ''soul-sized.'" As such we have no reluctance to become in-
wlved in ''the politics of God" -- the empirical effort to make and keep men human.

Jewish leadership knows a great deal about Catholxcism and vice versa.

The same cannot bg said about.the masses of Catholics and Jews. One need only to
ring a few doorbells in a typical burgeoning housing unit of "Mr. Average American' to
find: out how minuscule is the mutual cooperation or even mutual respect. And what we do
not know about one another could fill volumes. For example: What does the average
Catholic know about Rabbinic Judaism and its role in the continuation of the Jewish
people? What is known is usually associated with an idea of Pharisaism that carries
only negative implications. The average Catholic (and Protestant) thinks that Judaism
began and ended with the Bible. . Nothing could be further from the truth. Those
Pharisees, commonly thought of by Christians as ''whited sepulchres,'' are the ones who
created and continued Judaism and who had as great if not greater effect on the making
of the modern Jew as did the teachings of the Hebrew Bible. -

what does the average Catholic know of the unique place that '"Israel'-- the place,
the people, and the concept, has always had in the life of the Jew? Does he know that
this concept could and did lead to a cultural and political Zionism which was the seed-
bed from which the State emerged?

What does the average Catholic know of American Jewry's new found sense of Jewish '
security and of the quest for Jewish surivival which now typifies American Jewish life?

1f Catholics live in '"a dark age' regarding things so central to Jews and. Judaism,
let me assure you that Jews are equally obtuse about such phenomena in Catholic life as
the emerging role of lay participation in Catholic affairs, the work of Catholic Inter-
racial Councils and the great amount of diversity within Catholicism's supposed "mono-
lithic- front '

, It is on the lay level that we live in true triple ghettos, isolated from one
"another, encased in "five o'clock shadows" of our own making. It is here that both com-
munities need not only vastly intensified participation of educated laymen who can serve
as rods binding the two layers together, as conduits through which will flow a much needed
contact between what is now so separated within the individual faith groups, but also a
participation which will bring these human conductors into a horizontal exchange, tying
together the masses of the two faith groups, paralleling the mutual effort and under-
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standing that now unites the professionals and the intellectuals of the two communities.
The time has now come, by virtue of the spade work done by the leadership and the high

intelligence and increased capacities of our laymen, to give to Catholic-Jewish rela-
tionships an oppor:unity to become a people's movement.

'Even Jews not directly involved with Catholic leaders make discincc10ns between
the two layers within Catholicism, and, though they don't know it, might be greatly
effected by one of these layers. o '

- Jews watch the workings of Catholic leadership with guarded hope. The new social
activity, the intense theological introspection, the explorations into the greater
democratization of church life, which we non-Catholics see emerging from the delibera-
tions of the Vatican Council have captured the goodwill and the imagination of everyone.
To use a Madison Avenue term, "visibility' is good on the leadership level. We see
that religion is very interesting today, especially if one is a Catholic. But, we do

- not see -this ferment spilling over.to the average Catholic. Your mythical '"Pat Q' Brien,'

the. imaginary equivalent to our ''Jake Cohen," doesn't seem too much different to us.
Despite the fact that writers like Daniel Callahan write brilliant pieces on '"The New
Pluralism; From Nostalgia to Reality" (see Commonweal, September 6, 1963) urging the
church to yield up its prior dependence on state support to shore up Christian religious
institutions and to support the emerging '"neutral state,' we see that in communities

. like Norwalk, Connecticut it was the Catholic War Veterans who stirred up community op-

position to the Norwalk School Board's decision to abide by the recent U. S. Supreme
Court’'s decision prohibiting religious exercises in the Public School. We see that
despite Cardinal Cushing's declaration that he feels he has no right to impose on non-
Catholics his Church's views regarding birth control legislation in Massachusetts,
Planned Parenthood information was recently banned in Boston from displays of a non-
sectarian professional nursing organization lest members of the group be considered
"anti-Catholic.'" The Mayor of Boston castigated a public official for his "lack of judg-
ment" when this official permitted a social worker to explain Massachusetts Law regarding
Birth Control to a few members of the staff of the Boston Redevelopment Authority. 1In
Illinois, it was ''Catholic considerations" which shot down similiar recommendations of
the Illinois Public Aid Commission and eventually cost the Commission's director his Job.-

Non-Ca:holics wonder if in local Catholic groups a United Nations materials or even
Ccatholic Association for International Peace materials are being presented, and broadly
discussed. Are Catholics being urged by their leaders to become actively involved in
one of the many mushrooming peace groups that now spring up throughout the country or is
Pacem in Terris "for export only,' and, as one cynic cruelly put it, "only the death
rattle of a dying Pope John?"

Jews are not certain that at the local levels everything possible is being done to
change even the new stereotypes grown up in recent days about Jews, the most common of
which is that the Jew is a secularist.

I would be less than honest were I not to say that the new winds now blowing through
the naves and transepts of Catholicism, while welcomed by Jews, are being tested with
some caution. For centuries Jews understandably have adopted a defensive posture toward
the Cathelic Church. That guard does not come down easily as any Jewish leader can tell
you who has ventured into the whirlpool of suggesting that Jews re-examine their rela-

tionship to some of the fundamentals of Christian thought or teaching. While such a de-

fensive posture is understandable, I do not believe that it is any longer truly justi-
fiable.
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Earlier I suggested that the increased knowledge of American Jewry, which Ameri%an
Catholic and Protestant leaderships have may greatly affect American Jews. I will go .
farther and suggest that this knowledge may yet renew a more active commitment to
Judaism in American Jews.

In recent years, Christian wricers and thinkers have challenged American Jewry to
more clearly define itself in a society that is rapidly changing from one distinguished
by its cultural’ pluralism to one soon to be identified only by its religious pluralxsm
As we become Americans of the third, fourth and fifth generation, descriptive ethnic
ad jectives disappear. As we intramarry, Germans with Russians, Poles with Galicians,
we leave behind our cultural baggage. Today we are all only .Americans, distinguished
by our faiths and less and leéss by our ancestry. Thirty years ago we answered the
question: 'Who are you?'" with phrases like: "I am a German-American-Protestant,' "I
am an American-Irish-Catholic," "I am a Polish-American-Jew." Today we are content to
say: I am a Catholic, a Protestant, a Jew, or even an atheist. As this increases, Jews
are properly being asked by Catholic, Protestant (and their own Jewish) leaders to give
renewed vitality ‘to’ those religious concepts and ideals for which they have been
historically long famed, and for which over an equally long period they -have been as de-
famed. Do we really see ourselves as a covenant people, a people with a sense of
religious mission, a people whose raison-d'etre for continued existence is not what we
eat or wear or the language we speak, but an unshakable belief in a God, who operates
in and through history? These challenges call us to task. But more, they indicate
that religious non-Jews have begun to sort out much of what- Jews have either failed or
been unwilling to sort out about ourselves.

Unless we can, by our actions as a religious community, demonstrate affirmative
replies to such penetrating queries, our continued co-equal existence as one of America's
three great religious groups may rightfully be subject to rigorous scrutiny. When and

if we do find affirmative answers, we may discover a restored sense of religious purpose
that has in recent times grown opaque.

Neither the favorable action toward Jews by an Ecumenical Council removing from the
Jew the stigma of deicide nor the Pope's pleasing visit to the Holy Land can save
Judaism. These are only additional actions which add to the already total possibility
of Jews to preserve and express their Judaism. Jews must still save Judaism for and by
themselves, and for their world. And T believe that the world needs Judaism. As Pro-
testant thinker Paul Tillich pointed out sometime ago:

"It is important that there always be a Judaism. It is the
corrective against the paganism that goes along with
Christianity. The church is always in danger of adoring
the gods of space in which it is ruling. The church is
in danger of losing her prophetic spirit. Therefore, the
prophetic spirit and tradition of the synagogue is needed
so long as the gods of space are in power, and that means
to the end of history.'

Freedom is as great a threat to Judaism as it is an opportunity. The struggle for
the emergence of this new religious pluralism is one in which Jew, Catholic and Protest-
‘ant can and do join. OQur common enemy is not "atheistic, godless Communism.’' This trite
‘cliche is as false as it is overworked. Our enemy is ourselves: our apathy in permitt-
ing a new '"civic religion' to capture our lives. It is a religion of public piety and
private impoverishment, a religion of the less demanding, the less passionate, the less
detailed, characterized by its pious commitment to such broad societal ideals as "life
affirmation)' ''the preservation of freedom'" and 'the pursuit of Democratic rights for
all." It ensnares all too easily those who do not really wish to be either Protestant,
Catholic or Jew. The danger of this "secularism" is not that it would supplant religion,
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“ but that it would actually substitute for our sectarian, particularistic faiths an

ersatz, devoid of real inner content and loaded with rituals mumbled meaninglessly
in public places. The less the traditional content of particularistic faiths are
accepted, understood or applied, the more these externals are insisted upon to cover
up for a real loss of meaning. Little wondgt then that there is strong objection in
America when a Supreme Court rules out the recitation of a specific prayer in a

-pubiic school classroom, for to do so is to remove from the public domain a manifesta-

tion of the comfortable, assuring "civic religion' and to force people again to deal
with what they actually prefer not to deal: sectarian Judaism and specific forms of

_Christzanity

. The great paradox of our age is that the less depth reiigion we have in AmeriCa;

the more public piety is called for. The more our citizenry insists upon public ex-

pressions of religion, the greater are the chances that the country is being less
religious. This, it seems to be is the real danger we call_”seculariSm.”

Religious life-in America is going through vast and swift changes. Some are won-

:_derfully welcome, most are difficult and demanding. Whether in the area of coordinated

social concern where we bring to bear our mutual social problems, our respective tradi-
tions, or in the area of internal reconstruction where the ways in which others see us
often painfully help us see ourselves more clearly, one thing is evident: we need one

‘another. The day of the''gemeutlichkite"interfaith get-together is over. Tea parties

and watercress sandwich affairs are as dead as the pre-historic reptiles. Now, we
turn with our differences and our mutual challenges to the real business of finding a

place for God in His world.
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"POPE PAUL VI's PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND, VATICAN COUNCIL II
AND THE JEWS."
(

Excerpts from an address by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director

of the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American Jewish Cormittee
delivered before the American Jewish Committee's New York Chapter, Sunday,
January 5, 196l, Flaza Hotel. -

The historic pilgrimage of Pope Paul VI to the Land of the Bible,
sacred io the monotheistic religions of the world, may well be viewed by
generatioﬁs to come as one of the most dramatic contributions to strengthen-
ing the bonds of solidarity and mutual esteem among the millions of peoples
of the earth who revere the Divine Covenant and who honor the Ten Commandments
that God chose to reveal on the very soil on which the Pope walks this hour.

In terms of Christian-Jewish relations, thiﬁ pilgrimage by the Fope
to the holy shrines in the Land of the Fatriarchs and Prophets will cement
the foundations of understanding and brotherliness between Christians, Jews,
and Moslems in all parts of the world on the basis of a profounder aporecia-
tion 6f their common heritage in Sacred Scriptures and religious history.

By returning in the spirit of Biblical tradition as a pilgrim to the sources

of Christianity, Pope Paul-FI.is also returning Christians' to an awareness

"of their sources in Judaism and Jewish tradtions and to their living
interrelationship with thelJewish people today. For Jews, the Pope's
pilgrimage will bring into sharp focus the classic Jewish view of Christianity's
relationship to Judaism as expreésed by Maimonides (Peler Ha=Dor 50), "The
Christians believe and confess,,aé we do, that the Bible is of Divine origin
-and was revealed to our teacher Moses; only in intérpfetation of Scriptufe

do they differ.”

This moving act, that the Bible termed for the ancient Hebrew pilgrims
who came to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem thrice annually as "oleh regel™

("ascending on foot"), comes as a capstone to the great.movement forward in



Christian~Jewish understanding that has taken place with such répidity and
in such great scope in recent years. While ﬁhere-have been many, Catholics
and Protestants as well as Jews, who were profoundly disappointed that the
second session of the Ecumenical Council did not vote in principle on the
decree dealiﬁg with the Church's attitude toward thé Jewish people and re-
pudiating aﬁti—Semitism based on the deicide charge, the very raising of the
queation in the form of a draft document distributed to the 2300 Council
Fathers has already had a tremendously positive impact on Catholic-Jewish
relations. I would presume to say that tlelnddespread favorable reception
to the Pope's pilgrimage to the Holy Land is one of the spectacular
by-proeducts of the intense consciousness that developed during the Ecumenical
Council of Christianity's rootedness in Jud=ism as was elaborated in the text
of the Jewish decree that was widely publicized and was the subject of in-

- tensive discussion in the Vatican. Ve take encouragement from the fact that
the overwhelming majority of the American Catholic Bishops have committed
themselves to support of the decree regarding the Jewish people as well as the
decree on religious liberty. We also take seriously the statements by
Cardinal Bea and by numerous American Bishops thas the delay over these two
chapters is temporary and that the will of the majority of the Council Fathers
will make itself felt at the third session of the Council scheduled to
reconvene in September 196l.

From a survey just completed by the American Jewish Committee of Catholic
diocesan press reaction in relation to the "Jewish decree,“.it is obvious that
regardless of the failure of the Council to act on the draft statement at this
seséiaﬁ, it received widespread apnroval from American Catholic clergy and lay
leaders alike, and we have many evidences that it has made a deep and positive

impact on wide circles in Catholicism - and, indeed, in Protestantism - here



and abroad.

Our AJC survey indicates that the introduction of the draft decree by
Cardinal Bea on November 8 was prominently and sympathetically featured ih
news stories, editorials, syndicated editorial columns and in unpreccedented
editorial.cartoons in the Catholic press. The majority of the diocesan
weeklies gave extensive news coverage to the décree throughout the second
session of the Couneil, and many highlighted the story on tiheir front pages
with such headlines as, "It Is Vrong to Blame tne Jews (for the Death of

Christ)," (Catholic News, New York City, Oct. 2k); "No Biblical®Rsason to Hate

Jews Says Document Before Council)' (Pittsburgh Catholic, November 1l).

Several Catholic weeklies published a cartoon which dramatically showed the
hands of mankind 1ifting a cross from the back of the Jewiéh_people, with a
caption, "The End (of Anti-Semitism) is in Sight," or "Relief at Last,”

Providence Visitor November 15; Catholic Bulletin, St. Paul, Mirnesota,

November 15.
In addition to its.wide coverage in the Catholic press as featured news,
the introduction of the "Jewish decree" drew significant editorial corments.

Perhaps the most notable was an editorial in the Providence Visitor (Nov. 15)

entitled "The End of Two Myths." This editorial acknowledged that, "long
before Adolf Hitler attempted genocide, in which some 6,000,000 Jews were
killed, hundreds of thousands, if not millions, were massacred by Christian
hands." The editorial traced the massacres to two myths; that Jews are
Christ killers; and that they are condemned to wander the earth, accursed
for their deicide. The editorial further acknowledged that "these myths may
be found in numberless writings inIChristian history, including those of the

Fathers of the Church, Popes, theologians, and orators," and declared that the
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significance of the Vatican draft is fhat "it authoritatively condenns the
myths Hr all Cafholics." The editorial goes on to stress the Catholic
theological sources of the Church's love for Israel.

Many Catholic theologians, educators, writers and social action leaders
have written or telephoned us expressing literally their rejoicing over the
substance of the decree, feeling that it represents the convictions of
empirical Catholicism, if not as yet theoretical Catholicism, and reflects
the de facto position of Catholics today. The disappointment,.however,
of many Catholics over the failure of the Council to act on the Jewish decree
was epitomized. in an editorial that appeared in America, the national Jesuit
weekly, (NOV.IBO): "It w ould be 2 sad blow to all who hope for a long leap:
forward in lhwuman ' relations if thé fourth cnapter of the schema on ecumenism
should be side-tracked in the Council."

Jewish leaders have an urgent and moral responsipility to communicate
this information and to interpret in an objective and balanced fashion these
constructive developments and positive attitudes among Catholics because an
exaggerated negative reaction anpears to be developing among segments of the
Jewish community. There is considerable misinformation and confusion among
many Jews here and abroad over the content of the decree and over why the
Council did not vote to discuss the Jewish question, especially after so much
advance.hopeful publicity. A number of Jewish leaders, some editorials in
the Anglo-Jewish press, and even Rabbis have concluded that the Jews are being
trifled with by the Catholic Church. "Lift us not up and cast us not down," -
"Give us not your kisses nor your stings," are traditional Jewish expressions
now being invoked by many Jews to describe this situation. Noting the great:

pressures and intimidations brought against the Vatican by the Arab states who
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have threatened reprisals against Christians in Arab countries if the Jewish
decree is not abandoned altogether,.some Jewish commentators have begun to draw
parellels between the "sellout" of a fundamental moral position to political
considerations in this issue with the situation of Pope Pius XII and the Jews
described in the highly controversial play, "The Deputy." As is well known,
Rolf Hochhuth, the playwright, claimed that Pope Pius XII failed to protest
publicly against the Nazi:genocide of the Jews for financial and political
motivesihu

These attitudes and tendencies in the Jewish community, while presently
limited, hold the seeds for poteqtial narm and unless checked significantly
could leac to a substantial setback in relations between Catholics and Jews.
Wnile no one can guarantee what will happen or what will not happen at the
third session of the Ecumenical Council, all of us have an obligation to pre-
serve the precious gains that we have mzde in this country in relations be-
tween Christians and Jews, especially during the past decade. To this end,
The American Jewish Committee is undertaking an intensive public information

program :in the Jewish community to provide precise and responsible information

~about the exact nature of the problem in order that prudent and deliberate

counsel will prevail.
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A Jewish View of the Ecumenical Council

A paper delivered before Episcopal Delegates
to the
National Qouncil of Churches of Christ in America's
National Study Conference on Church and State
February 5, 1964 Columbus, Ohio

Rabbi Balfour Bricknér,_Director
Commission on Interfaith Activities,
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Let me make a distinction between "Jews," "Jews" and '"Judaism.'' First there
is the rank and file Jew:; were I asked how they felt about Chapter &4 of the Schema
on Ecumenism entitled: "The Attitude of Catholics toward non-Christians, parti-
cularly with reference toward the Jews," I would have to answer: I really do not
know. Though in recent months I have spoken before many Jewish audiences on this
topic, I can only say that I have an impression of their attitudes, and it is not
altogether positive. But, there is a second group of 'Jews." They are the leaders
and thinkers, those who write and who are responsible for articulating the so-
called "Jewish view" on a topic. If you ask me how they feel about what has just
been concluded at Rome, I can tell you that opinion is definmitely split between
high praise and a cynical doubt that borders on dismay and rejection. Finally, if
you ask me about "Judaism,' the religion of the Jewish people, my answét would be
that Judaism has adopted no formal position, though historically the faith of
Israel has always looked at Ecumenical Councils with foreboding. Whenever the
Church undertook a formal consideration of ‘its relationship to either Jews or
Judaism, the results usually worked negatively on both.

American-Jewry watches the workings of the Ecumenical Council with cautious
optimism. For so many centures the Church represented nothing but hatred, both
sociological and theological, persecution and physical danger that even today there
remains a significant culture lag in the psychology of many Jews, particularly those
whose memories carry back to "the old country." They can remember, or can remember
vivid tales of the kind of violence which still causes them to walk around with .
their arms raised in postures of defense. To expect this to disappear by virture
of "clerical magic'" in the form of resolutions or pronunciamentos is to expect more
than is warranted. Jews have memorized those chapters of history books which
Catholics have forgotten, wherein are recounted the persecutions of the Jewish
people.

The younger generation of American Jews do not share this attitude. The quo-
tient of intergroup, interreligious understanding is far higher among ''graduates"
of World War II and their offspring than it ever was with their predecessors.
While there is still a discernible element of reserve, their attitude is neither.
suspicious nor hostile. I am convinced that this diminution of mistrust speaks
well of modern democracy.

The leadership and thought molders of the American Jewish Community are as .
divided in their opinions of the Pope as they are of the Ecumenical Council.

Some feel that Pope Paul VI is earnestly seeking to continue the magnificent
spirit of his predecessor, John XXIII. They see his friendship with Augustin
Cardinal Bea, his past record of befriending Jews during the Nazi period while
Cardinal Montini of Milan, his "fine Italian hand" in urging the presentation of
the Schema on Ecumenism, even his recent visit to The Holy Land, as significant
manifestations of his desire not only to give the Church "a new image' viz:



- of such a trip. " The Jewish Community outside (if not within) tha

Catholic-Jewish relationships, but alsb-as'a serious effort to end theologically
motivated anti-semitism.

There are others who draw diametrically opposite conclusions from these events.
They are quick to point out that Chapters 4 and 5 of the Schema on Ecumenism (the
one dealing with the Jews, the other with Religious Liberty) failed to be voted for
reasons that defy satisfactory explanation. They view Cardinal Bea's explanation
that there was a lack of time, as a totally disingenuous bit of sophistry, parti-
cularly when in the closing moments of the Council there was introduced the seem-
ingly gratuitous celebration in honor of .the Council of Trent. Wwhy was it intro-
duced if not to obviously block what-could have been a vote on both of these
sections and, who but the Pope could have ordered such a procedure? Fine Italian
hand indeed! Even so astute an observer as Father Gregory Baum finds difficulty
" in explaining this action. st ' '

"Even reasons for this decision (not to bring the matter to a vote) .

-are not easy to find. ‘It is certain that there was. .some pressure
‘on the Pope by prelates of Italy and Spain against the chapter on
religious' liberty. . In the context of Italian politics many -purelyy
religious-and ecclesiastical matters take on political overtonés...:

~ What will be the future of Chapters 4 and 5? Cardinal Bea announced
that they will remain with the Secretariat for Christian Unity-
‘But since they have not been voted upon, they are not,_technically
speaking, on the floor of the Council, and there may well be 2
"~ movement to drop them altogether and replace them by brief para-
graphs in Schema 17 on the Church's relation to the world. IB
this case, we might expect a condemnation of anti-semitism and
a statement on religious liberty. in.a pluralistic society, 1eaV-
ing unsolved the deeper doctrinal questions raised in Chapters
4 and 5." '
: ' ("End of the Session’ by Gregory Baum, Qgﬂﬂﬂﬁgfﬂi’
A S T ! December 27, 1963, pg. 394)

jcal implications
t 1and hoped that

the ‘Pope would have called it Israel. .That he did not is, to his detractors, .
merely additional grist for their mill of doubt. Here, they suggest was & once in
a lifetime opportunity for, at least, papal de facto recognition of the new State.

As for his visit to The Holy Land, surely.thé Pope knew the polit

How much -longer can the Vatican refuse to recognize Jerusalem as the cap;tol
of Israel, or Israel itself as an existent reality, as a nation among na;i?ns
"How long halt ye between two opinions?" 2 <

like Cardinal Bea
f the age old

tism) that "the
d come

One wonders whether the matter is as purely political'as men
would have us believe. .Perhaps there still remains some vestige O
Christian tenet:(shared, -I understand, by some branches of Protestan
loss of the Holy Land was the divine sign that Israel's universal mission.ha"
to a close...handed over to the fellowship which Christ gathered around him.

The Pope's-remarks at Nazareth evbked'wide,éqmment from many Jews. By saying,

"It is the voice of Christ promulgating the New Testament, the
new law which-both absorbs and surpasses.the old and raises

‘. human endeavor to the very peak of perfection. The great mo-

" tive of man's labor is a sense ‘of duty which involves the ex-
ercise of freedom. In the Old Testament it was fear, and at
all times including our own it is instinct and self interest.

2o



""But for Christ, who is-the Father's gift of love to the world,
the motive is. love..f: ’

the POPe seems unneeesserily to raise. the- age old dichotomy between Judaism, the
religion of harsh justice, and Christianity, the religion of mercy, between the
0ld Testament, the repository of "fearful law' and.the New Testament, the refiner
-of this law into Christian love-and compassion, Over the centuries this polarity
has ‘done’ as much to heighten ‘Christian- Jewish tension as any single doctrine of
Christian. thought. That the Pope chose his visit to Nazareth as a moment to give
~ heightened impact to what he surely knows Jews have regarded, and still do regard,
as a. grosa and false overeimplifin&tion, was in some Jewish eyes moat unfortunate

These, in brief are the. arguments now being bruted back and forth emong
sections of the Jewish Community. ; ; : ; LA

- My own view tends toward the complimentary and the. trusting rather ‘than to-
wards the condemnatory and suspicious. Mine is "a eheetened optimism." I do not
see the Pope's visit to the ‘Holy Land as detrimental to "Jewish 1nterests." ‘While
I too wish that he had called Israel by name, I appreciate the fact "that in’ many
subtle ways he wvirtually granted de: facto recognition to Israel without' ‘arousing
the passion of bitter resentment which such an act would have created if it had
been' done through a formal declaration -by the vatican at this time." 'His visit
- struck this observer as one sensitive to the Jewish imege of the Church. "He did
send Cardinal Tisserant, Dean of the Sacred College of Cardinals, to visit the
Chamber of Martyrs. He went out of his way to again repudiate chafges against
Pius® XII contained .in the play, "The Deputy," where Pius is .accused of turning his. .
back on the plight of the Jews during the Hitlerian hell. In Bethlehem he did say,
"We must pursue our Ecumenical Council to its conclusion." Knowing that the Holy
See always speaks in veiled language, I find these acts and statements as of great
aignifieance in the new phaee of Catholic-Jewish relations.

- A new and heartwarming spirit is now’ blowing through the naves and transepts
of World Christendom. In this regard Catholzes ‘are just beginning to eateh up
‘With Protestants. 3 — ,

I see the Ecumenical Council ané all that preceded it during the reign of the
remarkable and saintly Pope: John XXII as portentous of reelly eonstructive Catho-
" lic - Jewish relations ;

From the time Pope John first welcomed a Jewish delegatinn to the Vetican with
the phrase: "I am Joseph, your brother™ through his edict to remove the phrase
"perfidious Jew" from ‘the Good Friday liturgy, to his decision to deal with the
age old problem of Jewish deicide, it has become abundently clear that the P0pe
meant ecumenicity in the richest and deepest sense of that term. One may wonder
why the change - : ; -

Surely the Chuxch is threatened today as never before by the new religion of
Communism. Not.since the age of reason-and.the period of the French enlightenment
has the Church's position been as vulnerable as.it now.is. Under this Ampact,
the differences which divide Christian.sects from one _another appear quite trivial,
~as do the .emotional differences separating Protestantism and Catholicism. While
fear .of Communism will not overcome all these hostilities and differences within
Christendom, the ground for cooperation has never been as_rich in potential as it
now is. The problems we face in common are now grown to truly "soul .size" dimen-
sion and the threat to world morality demands a resuscitation that transcends
denominational and sectarian differences. :
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In all this, the Jew, as a historical personality, continues to play a some-
what unseen though present role. The death of 6,000,000 Jews haunts all history,
past, present and future. The role of the Catholic Church in this devastation
still remains an unresolved questionmark. Cardinal Bea, who to Jews appears as a
great prelate and a noble spirit, responding to a reporter's question as to why
the question of the crucifixion was being raised today said: "It was because of
the violent and criminal outburst of anti-semitism in Nazi Germany 30 years ago.
That outburst was accompanied by a far reaching campaign of propaganda against
the Jews based to some extent on a deliberate misuse of scripture. The text be-
fore the Council is among other things an effort to clear away, once and for all,
any vestige of such misuse of Catholic teaching in the minds of Roman Catholics..
He acknowledged that much Roman Catholic preaching, in dealing with the death of
Christ, had been influenced by lines like "His blood be upon us and upon our
children." (Matt. 27:25)(New York Times, November 20, 1963)

Perhaps Cardinal Bea, who lived in Germany during this time and aware of the
guilt of mankind for "a crucifixion' as heinous as that of Jesus's, was most
anxious that this Council do something in behalf of the surviving world Jewish
Community. He had an atonement of his own to make. His efforts fused with Pope
John's will, were largely responsible for the matter being brought to world Catholic
attention. The presence of two such personalities, in power at the Vatican at this
juncture of history, complementing each other as they did, is to the religious mind,
justifiable reason to reaffirm the age old Jewish doctrine that God is a God, who
works in and through history.

Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, one of American Reform Judaism's most eminent scholars,
pointed out recently that while Jews have been the subject of attention of previous
Vatican Councils, the concern was usually, if not always, negative.

At the first World Council, every delegate was a Jew. It took place in Jeru-
salem and it is found recorded in the 15th Chapter of the Book of Acts. Its re-
sult was to establish the primacy of Pauline teaching abolishing the necessity of
new Christians to follow Jewish religious law, Halacha. In every successive
Council, Jews were present inspirit. The aim was usually to break down the po-
tential influence the Jew might have over other Christians. So it is that in one
Council, Jews were prevented from seeking or holding public office in a Christian
community. At another, an edict was passed prohibiting Jews from owning Christian
slaves or servants. At a third (the Fourth Latern Council of 1200), the prelates
decreed a distinctive garb and a badge for all Jews. A fourth restricted the right
of Jews to live wherever they chose and laid the groundwork for the imnstitutiom of
the ghetto. Little wonder that Jews have looked forward to such "holy convocations"
with real dread. We Jews would be content 1f Vatican Councils never mentioned us
at all. | It would be sufficient for us simply to be left alone.

Perhaps Cardinal Bea knew this. Perhaps because he knew this, he resolved
that this Council would be different--a reversal of history. Indeed it may be!

While the Council of Trent declared that Jesus died for the sins of all man-
kind and while, historically, many Church prelates have repeatedly made the point
that anti-semitism is neither Church doctrine nor true tradition, the spectre of
Jewish deicide continued to hang destructively over all Christendom. The epithet
of the Jew as "Christ killen" supoorted as it could be by an uninterpreted read-
ing of part of the Gospels, has seriously plagued Jewish Catholic understanding
and rapprochement.

Schema 4;_pfeparedvundef the direction of Cardinal Bea's Commission for Chris+
tian Unity, does much to re-shape this negative impact. While it does not remove
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the Jew from involvement in Jesus's &eath, it does significantly shift the focus
of Christian attention from the Jew to all mankind.

"The part the Jewish leaders of'Christ’'s day played in bringing
about the crucifixion does not exclude the guilt of all mankind.
But the personal guilt of these leaders cannot be charged to the
whole Jewish people either of his time or today. It is therefore
unjust to call this people '"deicide" or to consider it "cursed

by God!"

This statement made by Cardinal Bea at the time of the Schema's introduction to

the Council agenda, while certainly an honest attempt to create a new atmosphere
around the bald Gospel texts, cannot be wholly acceptable to Jews who categori-
cally deny Jewish guilt of Jewish involvement in the crucifixion. Jews see
the Gospel account not so much as history, as theology, written in a historical

way to give the account credulity. Since there were only two groups of people pre-

‘sent at the time of Christ's death: Jews and Romans, and since it was to the Roman
.world that the propagandists of the new, emerging Christianity turned for converts,

it was obvious that Romans could not be asked to worship a Christ for whose death
they were indeed responsible. The most natural thing in the world therefore was
to so write the "account" of the crucifixion as to implicate the Jewish people.
Jews and Christians will disagree on this point for as long as the Gospels remain,
and that means for as long as the world remains finite. By the same token, Jews
cannot expect Christianity to repudiate or discard the Gospels. The matter re-
mains at an impasse.

Under such conditions, the Cardinal's statement strikes me as remarkable in
the extreme. It is a magnificent welcomed newness and I pray that it will be
adopted when the Council resumes next fall.” I am optimistic about its adoption.
That optimism is grounded in the expressions of men like Dr. Robert McAfee Brown,
who wrote:

"If religious liberty received a slight setback this session,
it will be adopted next session, and so will the statement

on the Jews. Nobody, sensing the temper of the Council, could
doubt that..."

Others have spoken in a similar vein.

The Schema even if passed has its limitations. It will not automatically
end anti-Jewish feelings. These are rooted in such complex sociological and psy-
chological soil that neither doctrine or dogma will by mere pronouncement bring
anti-semitism to an end. Anti-semitism is, and always has been, a Christian and
not a Jewish problem. It is one of those social evils with which the Church and
all Christians will have to continually deal. Nothing the Jew will or can do,
either by demeanor or thought, will change the anti-semites opinion of the Jew and
Judaism. To the degree that these negative views are fostered or tolerated or
ignored by Christian thought or teaching, the Church has an incompleted task.

Nor will the Schema save Judaism for Jews. As desirable as such actions are,
as beneficial as was Pope Paul's visit to the Holy Land, they are but additional
actions adding to the already total possibility which Jews now possess to either
preserve and express their Judaism or cast it away. Freedom, the condition under
which we now live, is as great a threat as it is an opportunity. It is the foe
of all tribes and in Americe, we Jews have lived as tribally as we have lived
faithfully. If I did not believe that the world needs Judaism, I would not be so
concerned. But, here I share the thinking of Paul Tillich when he wrote:
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' "It is-important that there always be a Judaism. It is the cor-
rective against the paganism that goes along with Christianlty.
The Church is always in danger of adoring the gods of space in
which it is ruling. The Church is in danger of losing her pro-
phetic spirit. Therefore the prophetic spirit and tradition of
the synagogué is needed so long as the gods of space are in
power, and that means to the end of hlstory e

Ours 1is a far deeper strugglg,_one in which Catholic:and. Protestant thinkers can -
and do help us. It is they who constantly remind us that in a society that is
rapidly changing from one culturally plural to one whose pluralism is increasingly
determined religiously, Jews have the responsxbllzty to more clearly define them-
selves as a faith group and noi merely as an-‘ethnic one. The true description
lies somewhere in the fusion of both faith and culture. American Jews are in the
process of searching for that truth. In that search your incisive questioning,
your prodding, your goading has been and will continue to be of great help.

Religious life in America is going through vast and swift changes. Some are
wonderfully welcome, most are difficult and demanding. Whether in the area of
coordinated social concern where we bring to bear on mutual social problems; our
respective traditions, or-in the area of internal reconstruction where the ways in
which- others see us often painfully help us see oursdves more clearly, one thing
is evident: we need one another. Now, we turn with our differences and our mutual
challengés to the real business ‘of finding a place for God in His world.



DRAFT _____NOTE: NOT FOR PUBLICATION CONFIDENTIAL

(THIS IS A VERY ROUGH DRAFT; WE MAY DECIDE NOT TO DO
- ANYTHING AT ALL WITH THIS DOCUMENT)

BACKGROUNDING RABBI SOLOVEITCHIK'S STATEMENTS RECARDING ECUMENICAL

COUNCIL AND JEWS AS BEPSRIED IN THE JEWISH-DAY MORNING Jeunm

' 91? FEBRUARY 5, 1964
In an address before t:he m&—wmﬁ@ Ctmferauce of the
Rabbinical Gomil of Mica hel.d ac I.akewood New Jersey,
Rabbi Joseph B. %loveitchik y: Professor af Tal:nud at Yeshiva
Univeraiﬁy- delivered an add::aes on Catholic-Jewish velationships.
The text af t:he Rabbi.'a add:eas 1a mt as yet available, but the
Jew:lsh nay featured hia t:alk on the. front page. According to the
Jewish Bay report, Rabbi. Solovei.tchik made the following points:
1. The Jewish decrea introﬁuced at the last session
o.‘.’ t:he Ecumnical Gnunéil and postponed until the coming eessi.on
of t:he Councﬂ is "not: mre nor less t:han Evangelicﬂl propoganda
and is permeatad with a i:ane that 'Jewe are not recognized as
a people whp have a right: to live according to their beliefs
and to worahip Cod in thair own way "
| “Tha doeument says mnly that: t:he Church has not
givan up hope that Jews will "see t.’he 1ight' - and umil that:
time they shculd not be ‘bﬂthered.“ __
Bahbi Soloveitchik aayn a number of other things

regarding tha decree and f.‘!utistian-.lewish relations (a translation
of the Jewish*ﬁay st.ory w:!.ll be appended to this memorandum) .
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We have the greatest respect for Rabbi Soloveitchik and it

is not our intention to enter into controversy with him. The

purpose of this memorandum is simply to establish a number of

facts which ere crucial to an understanding of the questions

- vaised by Dr. Soloveitchik. These are the facts:

1. Dr. Soloveftchik based his comments on what he

called "the Jewish decree:” In point of fact, there are &

nunber gﬂiv@raidgg of the Jewish decree. _it-is known that since
Decémber 4 Catholic Bishops' from many parts of the world have

submitted suggestions for the mdifieacion of Ghapter 4 (and

Chapter 5 gn«geligtaﬂs kibetty)l It is also known that a revised
text of chapter 4 (the Jewish daegea) has been prepared boch in
Latin. and in English by an American Cardinal and is being sub~-
mitted to Cardinal Bea for consideration. Jewish leaders have
also submitted suggestions for the modification of the decree.

It is known that there are two references in the decree which can
be misundarstood as pri‘:;seiytst?zing phrases. The American Jewish
Committee has reacted to these phrases indicating its disapproval

and concérn over their being a source of antagonism and regentment.

it Wnuld have beéen helpful had Rabbi Soloveitchik commented on
the positive features of the decree which compose 95% of the
document. These positive features include unprecedented and
historic rejection of the defcide charge, s condemnation of
'antiééeﬁiﬁiém, and a call to the '550- million Catholics t:-hzoughmie



It is not clear from the nevspaper report whether Rabbi Soloveitchik
reported on these fe:séiem:.iﬁl aspects of the decree.

| | 2: There have been several reports ﬂ_wit; Rabbi
_'Soloveit:;chik_ was eritical of the wéfrk of the American Jewish
Committee in relation to the Ecumenical Council. It has not been
possible to confirm the accuracy of these reports as of this date.
It dwould be kept in mind that the A

erican Jewish Committee, in
keeping with its overall long-rénge program of secking to remove
the historic bases of anti-Semitism, has been carrying out a
series of efforts in relation to the Ecumenical Couneil and that
R_abbi._solweimhik had been consulted 'and_i.nvol_ved in this pro-
gram. Thus 5 for example, Rabbi Soloveitchik agreed ;inl_ May of
1961 to x?_'g{:_ez!_.vé gﬁlz;*a_'fi;-: _gdpies of the American Jewish Committee
memoranda to the Ecmni’e&l Council on "The Image of the Jew |
in Catholic Teaching," and on ‘".-_Aneiuewiah Elements in Catholic
I%._i-eurgy;.“ In June 1961,- Rﬁbbi._saflaveiﬁahik submitted a detailed
memrandum r'eaéting very i:_az:afuily'-- to our documents. He also made
available copies of our memoranda to Professor Harry Wolfson

at Harvard University whp.eamunicat;éd to. the Am;érican_q!wﬁh

the doucments. - |
In en facintexview with Rabbi Soloveitchik held at
Yeshiva University on May 9, 1961, he told Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum,

Director of the American Jewish Gemitteé‘??;ﬁ-’-v.it}hte_'_rmiigiéué Affairs

Departmient that there is no question that 'anewtemper gnéva_ils_



py

T O I P e

alys
in the Vat:'iia'an and that the Ecumenical Council 'prﬁvideé‘ an
pportunity for removing the basis ef creedal anti~$amitism."
He unﬁerscared that the mamaraﬂﬂa tﬂ be submittad to eha Vati¢an
-ahnuld be on the level of painting out: the aecial and human
relations® consequences of the Chureh's attitudes, teachings and.
behavior of Catholics .cotmxd Jews--., He emphasiaed that he would
be 6pﬁaﬂeé‘€§:ény “thaélbgiéél“‘pﬁeéentatiﬁna to the Vatican.
The American Jewish Committee iﬂﬂﬁ:éﬂxé;ed‘virﬁually.every éna
of Rabbi saaavéitehikﬁs éugsaaaiaﬁs in its memoranda. In Apxii
1962 the draft of a third meacrandun prepared by Rabbi Abraham
3.'HesdhaiVéeéling‘With'tha pra&tems of the raie of the Jews
in the ﬁrucxfixzan apisada and outlining Jewish reje@tiﬁn of

pEERE preselytiaing efforts on the part of Christians ifﬂ}hnf
at the Jewish geepie, was ﬁuhmitﬁad'ta Rabbi SQIoveitchik.£Og'hﬂa
thinking and reactions.” Rabbi jfs%ss-’lgvgiwhik readted shortly
thereafter in detail during“anather-intgrview that hé gave to
Rabbi Tanenbaum at Yeshiva ﬂnivérsityv Ria suggeéﬁiéna béeame
the basis of a vevision of the third memerandum entitled "on

Improving Catholic-Jewish 3ala¢iona§f In August 1962, an accasian

arose that called for the sending of @ letter to Cardinal Bea

that was proposed for signatures /Rebbi Soloveitchik, Rabbi Husk
Heschel, and'&ahbi‘Salamon.?xeahaﬁg-.Zq & letter dated, Auguét
3, 1962 in Rebbi Soloveitchik's handwriting he wrote to Rabbi
Thnénbaﬁﬂ ehat'ha'disagzeed=with théwprﬁpaaedigext=a£ the letter

but eonsluﬁeé (é;rect qpotatian), ! can visuaiize a- different i

aimed
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sort of letter to the Cardinal that aﬁ&" might sign."

an August ? 1%2 amthar hanéwritten letter to Rabbi
Tanenbaun in vhich he stix -di-sc'as:ses in great detail the need for
intérvening with éhe Vatican with regard to the calanzépéi? Reform
prapvaal, Rabbi Solaveitchik wrote; "I believe that the American
Jewish Gmittae cen da more than. at;y other erganization in this
matter am% I know t:hmz yeur group will diaplay éiligeme, |
intel}.x.g,enne, and tact." Bwring the :Eirst weelt of Séptember 1962
Rﬂb‘oi Solweit:chik mat with Rabbi Hesehel and they discussed at
great 1engt:h the wlmle question .of Jemsh approaches to the RuES
Eéumenieél Council. At a subsequent meeti.ng with Rabbi Heschel,
Rabbi Soloveitchik after he had been apprised that Rabbi Heschel
had been to Rome to reflect Jewish concerns on the deicide question
and on calendar reﬁom,l sald to Prof, Heschel, "You are our repre-
'ﬂaﬁtél'tive',-.' S‘.’.ﬂu z-'epfasei;; us in this mat:t:e::." Gn KENE Magzch 13,
19’63;_ “R‘abbi Solbveitchik écdépi;éd an invitae_ian- from Rabbi Heschel
to take part man -Q*fﬁ*th@#géwé mee.ti.ng with (}a‘rdinai Beaﬁ that
wﬁa.é-_' é:_:'_hédtiiad for I;*iarch 31, 1963 at the American Jewish Committee's
mﬁtitute of Human Re lationa building, On the Friday preceding
that Sunday meeting, Rabbi Soloveitehil telophoned the American
Jemsh -eém;i‘.tﬁee to say that he ceuld not take part in the meeting
becauae @-_f-f. -i_:he .il.infesé. of his wife who was -__f:he'n; undergoing ag.
apemti.:m | | | |

Quhsequent metings and numer ous telepham calls m were

held between Rabli Selavéitchi.k, Rabbi Keschel and Rabbi Tanenbamn;_ :
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'smifmm role in influencin
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both in New York and to his Brooklime home. It was the policy

of zhe Averican Jewich Committee to keep Rabbi Soloveitehik,

o, and the group of Jewish theologians
s Cilyood i!md Babbia Eram the ﬁri:%u:&m:, -Ganaarvativeg and Reform
mvemga who met with Cardinal Bea on March 31, inforwed about

Rabbi Heache‘;l., Rabbi Fr h

lopments at the Beunenieal Council. Thelr adviece and

8o ght on-the most ‘erucisl fssues and played a

2 the poliey énd propgram of the

Amerscan Jewish Comttee. |

| v et hesrd Rebbi Soloveltchik's

aééress inﬁi.ea ted that !m was opposed to “the Rabbis (i.e. non-
hodon) m t.rawixh 1ea¢§aw) who were estahlishing contact

with Vlatiggm #nd Catholic -:-mfﬁheﬂtiea.“ In an article in

EQISH LIFE written by an Orthodosx Rabbi, Norman Lamm,

. charp attach is made on "intergrofp and anti-defamation
agencies" for theix work in this area. For the recowd, it should

be pointed out that a group of Orthodos Rabbis and a prominent

thhaéﬂx iay leaéer gought and haﬁ an asudience with Cardinal
Ssmum ﬁax the purpose of diaena&ing with him Jewish concerms. ©
that were to be considered at the Eeumgnical Council. Rabbi
Lamm was one of the two oOrthodox Rabbis who took pare im that

audima at the Chancery with Cardinal Spellman: Rebbi Imanuel

Jacobovits the Orthodox former chief Rebbi 0f Ireland and now
& leading Rebbi in New York Gity, was also @ participent in that

consultation. It ié relisbly reported that the Orbhodox zepresentative:




e
informed Cardinal Spellman that they were the "m'!:he_*ft“itiépre’pm-
aém:étwaa of Judai&'a and that -ea‘f:hoiic authbritiaé "wauté do
ueu 1:9 daal with srthadox leaderahip in questions that concern
religiaus Jewry: Rabbi Jacobovits earlier had traveled to Rome
where he had mﬂt u!.t:h ca,thal_ic B,i-ahnps from Ireland to discuse
issues af Jewiah c:mcam |

It ia alm kmm ehat: leadwa ¢£ tha ultra-artiméax Agudaa
cardinals m Bishops both in England end in
Prance to diswas Jewiah 1ssue,a before the Enmi.cal councu

Israel maﬁ m.th
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CONFIDENTIAL

NOT FOR PUBLICATION

TO: MEMBERS OF KEY LEADERSHIP GROUPS

FROM: MORRIS B. ABRAM, PRESIDENT

March 26, 1964

I am sure you will be happy to know that the atmosphere in
Rome and throughout the Catholic world generally seems more favor-
able now for passage of a schema which incorporates a chapter on
Catholic-Jewlish relations than it did when the second session of
the Ecumenical Council adjourned last December,
of the sltuation at the time by my late lamented predecessor,
A. M. Sonnabend, when we publicly expressed our disappointment that
the decree had not been adopted in principle. _

You were apprised

According to latest reports from our Eurcpean Director,
Zachariah Shuster, the decree presented to but not acted on at the
second session has slince been redrafted for the third session, due
to start in September, after hundreds of amendments had been sub-
mitted by the Councill Fathers to Augustin Cardinal Bea, President
of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. Reliable
sources 1ndicate that in the redrafting the decree has been signifi-

cantly strengthened.

Throughout thils period of redrafting,

we have continued to

work closely with Catholic authorities in the United States, Europe
Recent reports from our offices in Rio de
Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Buenos Aires of interviews with Cardinals
and other prelates and with promlinent Cathollc laymen reveal full
understanding of the need for a decree on Catholic-Jewish relations
of the Council. Similar reports have come
following meetings with top Catholic prelates in European countries,
notably France and Belgium. .

th |
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and Latin America,

at the next session
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In recent weeks, AJC representatives have met wlth Cardinals
Cushing, Ritter and Spellman and have communicated with Cardlnals
Meyer and McIntyre. Meetings have also been held with a number of
the most influential Archibishops, Bishops and Periti (council ‘
theologlans or experts). These consultations have confirmed the
findings of an AJC survey of the dlocesan press in the United States
to the effect that the American bishops are overwhelmingly committed
to favor the Jewish decree and will support its enactment at the
third session.

Meanwhile, we are looking beyond the day when a decree con-
demning anti-Semitism has been officially approved by the Catholic
Church. Through the generosity of the family and friends of our
late colleague, Leonard M. Sperry, National AJC Vice President and
for many years Chairman of the Los Angeles Chapter, an intergroup
education center has been set up at the International Unlversity
for Social Studies (Pro Deo) in Rome to be known as "The Leonard M.
Sperry Center." The purpose of this center is to develop programs
of education to end misconceptions about Jews and Judaism in the
teachings of the Catholic Church. Such work can be of historic
importance.

In this country we are working actively with the National
Council of Catholie Men, the Sister Formation Conference which serves
180,000 teaching nuns, and an entire network of Catholic colleges
and seminaries. The Pius XII Religious Education Resource Center,
to whom Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum serves as consultant, has just pro-
duced its first textbook on religlion intended for diocesan parochial
schools which dramatically incorporates this revised Catholic view
of Jews and Judaism.



Excerpts from Address by Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbeum,
Naetional Director, Interreligious Affairs Department,
American Jewish Committee, before the Catholic Press
Association, May 29, 196l, Pittsburgh, Pa,

"No discussion of the new world of Christian-Jewish relation-
ships can rightly begin without paying tribute to the singular
leadership which the American Catholic hiersrchy has given both in
Rome and in this country to the significantly improved atmosphere
of understanding snd mutual acceptance between Catholics and Jews,"
Rabbli Merc H. Tanenbaum, National Diresctor of the American Jewish
Committee's Interreligious Affairs Department, declared before
the Catholic Press Associstion in Pittsburgh on May 28th.

From American Jewish Committee officiesls in Rome as well as
from conversations with Cardinals and bishops we are keenly aware
of the forthright stafesmanship that the American hierarchy has
displayed in helping Catholics to confront the evil of anti-Semitism,
the roots it has found in the soll of distorted teachings about
the role of the Jews in the Crucifixion, as well as the new directions
toward which they have pointed in pressing for a deeper appreciétion
on the part of Christians of their relatlonship to Jews and Judaism,
both ancient and modern.

With regard to the repﬁrt from Rome of the designation by Pope
Paul VI of a new Secretariat for relations with non-Christians, Rabbl
Tanenbaum declared that there appears to be some confusion about the
nature #f this Becretariat and, in particular, its relationship to
the Jewish question. Untll some of the contradictory reports ;re
reconciled, it 1s both useless and potentially dangerous to
spéculate on the implications of thls new body for.Christian-Jewish
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relationships. Without presuming to enter into the internal gquestions
of Vatican Council policy that this action represents, non-Catholics
are beginning to recognize the penetrating theological and historical
issues that this development might well augur. From the point of
view of Christian theological teaching, it is understandable that
Christian scholars recognize that the future kerygmatic vigor of
Christianity fundamentaily rests on a profounder grasp of 1ts re-
lation to Judeism end Jews as the Chosen People in salvation history,
From this point of view, it appears to be 1nevitab1e that any dis-
cussions of Christian esumenism must ultimately be grounded on the
role of the Jews in Sacred Scriptures, and the ensuing relations of
Christians to that central reality. This logic would seem to argue
strongly for Cardinal Bea's Secretariat to continue to be the
natural lodging place for the Jewish decree and for the implementa-
tion of any follow-up program forlimproving Catholic-Jewlish relations,
On the other hand, the theological and historic encounter be-
tween Christians and Jews across 1900 years has been so amb18U5u5
and so marked with conflicting attitudes and behavior of ﬁoth love
and hate, that some Jews who have tired of being compelled to play
an unwilling role as the "eternal Judas" in the Christian Passion
have come to prefer being perceived by Christians simply as human
beings,_“detheologized“ non-Christians, In this Jewis@ view, the
Jews ultimately will be relieved of both the tension and the burden
of a sibling rival relationship (more precisely “parent—chiid" re-

lationship) with Christianity.
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In my view, this latter ppsition represents a danger 6f first
magnitude to Jews, and perhaps an even greater hazard for
Christianty, To transform Jews into "non-Christians" on a parity
with Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, Confucionists, and others in effect
Institutionalizes the Marcionite heresy. It could lead to the
undermining of the Biblical and Prophetic dynamic in Christienity
that grows out of its dialectical relationship with Jews and Judaism,
For Jews to accept a role that separates theﬁ out from the ethical |
monotheistic mainstream of Western civilization could well spell a
separatist doom for Jews and Judaism as a numerically insignificant
ethnic minority.

I find it impossible to believe that Divine Providence has
preserved the Jewish beople through 2,000 years of dispersion,
vicissitude, and martyrdom only to bring the Sons of the Covenant
to such a meaningless end.

These are fateful choices that neither Christians nor Jews
can contemplate with equanimity, nor without the most penetrating
and crilticael examination of the fundamental issues at stake and
their ultimate import for the future of religion as well as of the

entire human family.
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ORTHUDOX RABBIS CRITICIZE OVERTURES
MADE TO VATICAN ON JEWISH STATEMENT

By Religious News Service. (6-23-64)

FALLSBURGH, N.Y. (RNS) -- Leaders of the Rabbinical Council of
America {Orthcdox) objected here to "sundry representations” made to
the Second Vatican Council by Jewish "secular organizations' concern-
ing the contents of a proposed statement on Christian-Jewish relations.

Rabbi Abraham N. AvRutick, Council president, stated in an address
to the organization's annual meeting that some Jewish groups have
made approaches to the Vatican on the subject while being '"completely
unaware of the principles and implications of their body of suggeSv
tions.'

Wide discussion of the proposed Vatican Council statement kas
followed reports that revision of the document has eliminated a
reference absolving Jews of collective guilt for the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ.

Rabbi Israel Miller, first vice president of the Rabbinical
Council, which represents 200 Orthodox rabbis serving some 2,000,000
coangregants in the U.S. and Canada, said here that the group was
specifically referring to the American Jewish Committee, pioneer human
relations agency, which has been ''pressing for the adoption of a
statement framed in theological terms..."

The American Jewish Committee president, Morris B. Abram, recently
had an audience with Pope Paul VI and the Committee reportedly has been
corresponding with Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, in bebalf of the Jewish
statement.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, director of the Interreligious 4ffairs
Department of the American Jewish Committee, also has called on
Catholic editors in this country to protest vigorously any attempt to
weaken the statement by removing condemnation of the '"false deicide
charge."

Rabbi Miller asserted here that '"whatever the (Catholic) Church
would like to decree as a policy is purely a Christian religious
matter" and Jews should not implicate themselves in attempting to
influence its contents.

Rabbi AvRutick, stating that the Vatican Council is '"proceeding
along intelligible lines" in regard to interreligious relations,
maintained that Christian-Jewish cooperation should be based on "sound
scciclogical doctrine rather than the complicated arena of theology."

"The emphasis on sociological phehomena is salutary and construc-
tive in paving the way for the strengthening of more desirable non-
theological exchanges between historically different religious
viewpoints," he said. .

The Rabbinical Council's executive vice-president, Rabbi Israel
Klavan, also was critiecal of those Jewish groups involving themselves
in "areas of theology in which they have no competence...”

This, he said, tends to "blur the distirective religious character
of each faith community."

The Orthodox leaders, while critical of Jewish efforts to
influence the Catholic statement, welcomed reports that the proposed
declaration on the Jews has been reformulated as an independent
report and will not be a part of the schema dealing with Christian
unity. (more) PAGE -11-
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"If that is correct,'" Rabbi Miller said, "it will go a long way
toward establishing interreligious cooperation on a sound basis."

The Rabbinical Council's c¢riticism of the American Jewish Committec
followed a statement by the president of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, a Reform group, that an "obsequious appual" by Jews
for a Vatican Council statement "can only pe revolting to the Jewish
spirit and an insult to the memory of Jewish martyrdom."

The Central Conference leader, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, declared
that "such an act of atonement on the part of the (Catholic) Church is
long overdue and should need no special pleading on our part."

\ Meanwhile, the president of the National Council of Young Israel,

| Rabbi David Hill, told that Orthodox organization's 52nd annual
convention at Greenfield Park, N.Y., that "it has suddenly become
very fashionable'for Jewish "secular" groups "to run to Rome."

He charged that the American Jewish Committee, the Jewish War
Veterans and B'nai B'rith are representing themselves to the Vatican
"in the name of world Jewry."

"They are carrying a responsibility that erries two thousand years
of history," he said. "Their secular credentials do not qualify them
| to handle this grave responsibility."
_ =
\PARTZES - URGED: PICK YOUR CANDIDATES
ON MERIT, NOT RELIGIOUS, ETHNIC GROUNDS

By Religious News Service (6-23-64)

FALLSBURGH, N.Y. (RNS) -- An appeal to political parties to
select their candidates on the basis of merit and not the "bigoted
grouuds of sectarian availability, religious balance and sectional
demand,"” was issued here by the president of the Rabbinical Council
of America.

Rabbi Abraham N. AvRutick said in an address to the annual
convention of the Council, which represents 900 Orthodox rabbis
serving some 2,000,000 congregants, that "religious and ethnic fac~-
tors are still playing divisive and dangerous roles in the electoral
process."

Noting that the religious issue figured prominently in primary
campaigns "in New York City and elsewhere," he warned: "Candidates
may strive to secure the support of the electorate by spurious appeals
to the religious and racial prejudices, antipathies and biases of the
body politic."

"The United States sorely needs the talents and abilities of
personages in all groups and will fall behind in the struggle against
totalitarianism," Rabbi AvRutick said, "if individuals are denied an
opportunity to succeed on the basis of their personal qualifications
irrespective of their religious and national backgrounds."

In another appeal to political parties, Rabbi Meir Felman,
chairman of the convention, called on Republican and Democratic
national platform committees and presidential nominees to "commit
themselves unequivocally and irrevocably to the preservation of the
territorial integrity and sovereign inviolability of the State of
Isracl against all the Arab nations who are pledged to Israel's
destruction."

Rabbi AvRutick also stated in his address that those who have
expressed fears over the survival of Judaism in America are failing
to assess the inner resources of the religious community.

He declared that American Judaism is undergoing a renaissance
in revitalizing fundamental institutions of education, social welfare
and scholarly research. -0- PAGE -12-
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Statement of June 25, 196L, by Morris B. Abram, President, AMFRICAN
ofWISH CCIMMITTEE, in response to public statements amangtiag from
enanual convention of Rabbinical Council of America, June 196l:

Greater cooperation and understanding among the Jewish,

Protestant, and Catholic communities has been a major objective of

tne American Jewish Committee in its intergroup relations program
since its establishment in.1906.

A primary objective of its human relations program in thie
area arises out of the long-felt need to remove the basis of the

false accusation against the Jewish people of collective respon=
2%bility for the Crucifixion, which has been an underlying source cf
huﬁtility to the Jew for almost two millenia, resulting in untold
anffering and martyrdom,

As a basic step in this program, wallong have urged
shristian religious educators and intergroup research svecialists to
snemine their teachings wlth regard to content growing out of this

Jelclde charge,
No organization seriously wishing to come to grips with

antl~Semltism can avoid realizing that such teachings, found in
prayers and liturgy, in Sunday-school lessons and weekly sermons,
liave proved to represent one of 1ts most profound and subtle roots,
serving not only to stigmatize the Jews but also to rationalize

continued persecution,
This centuries-old problem was first broached as a subject

Jor sclentific examination and analysis 30 years ago, when the
american Jewish Committee suggested to Protestant leaders a seriles

of self-studies of church and Sunday-school teaching materials. Out
of this suggestion have come historic findings, first under the

isegls of Drew University, later at Yale Divinity School. Early in
1¢63, Yale Tniversity Press published Faith and Prejudice, by

ir. Bernhard E. Olson, the report of Vale's seven-year project in
chis Tield, Only recently a renort on a parallel self-study of
Catholic teaching at St.Louis University was released, Botih studies
already are having a profound influence,

Similar nurpose motivated establishment by the American
Jewish Committee in 1961 of a chair in intergroup relations at the
International University for Social Studies "Pro Deo," in Rome, the
first such project at a European Catholic institution of high?r

learning,

- MoTre =
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The movement toward critical self-examination on the part
of the religlous communities of the impact of their teachings 1ln the
formation of attltudes toward other groups is in part traceable to
the ploneer work of the American .Tewi.sh Committee, A great impetus
was given to the movement by the advent of Pope John XXIII and the
convening of the Vatican Council, and particularly through the
efforts of Cardinal BRea,

Shortly after the announcement of the convening of the
Vatican Council in Rome, the American Jewish Committee was invited
by high Church officials to submit, out of its long background and
experience in this field, practical suggestlons for improving
Catholic-Jewish relations, Drawing on its own studies, on substan-
tial research by its own staff, and after consultation with eminent
scholars and Rabbls representing Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
Jewish viewpoints, the Committee prepared and sﬁbmittad two com-
prehensive, scholarly memoranda to one of the preparatory commissions
of the Vaticen Council. A third memorandum, prepared by an eminent
American Jewish scholar and professor of a leading Jewish theologlcal
Semlnary, was subsequently submitted, also by invitation from
Catholic authorities in Rome,

The Committee's memoranda nointed to practical problems
and documented them with specific illustrations. We did not, as
some of our critics in the rabbinate have recently suggested, look
to enter into "areas of theology" nor "blur the distinctive religious
character of each faith community." On the contrary, we emphasized
the social, psychological, and humen relations consequences of
specific statements found in educational, liturgical, and homiletiec
materials, gquoting extensively from Catholic sources., Our emphasis
on human relations concerns earned our documents the approval of
one of the foremost Orthodox Rabbis with whom they were shared, as
well as with Conservative and Reform Rabbis, and prominent university
schalars,

These documents were among matters discussed in late March,
1963, when Cardinal Bea met with Jewish religious leaders including

the rabbinate at the American Jewish Committee's Institute of Human

= MOTE =
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Relations in Néw York., At this meeting were a group of outstanding
Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Rabbis, in their capacity as
individuals, along with members of Cardinal Bea's entourage, and
officers of Pro Deo University in Rome,

The American Rabbis who attended includad faculty members
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, the then President
of the Rabbinical Assembly of America, the President of a leading
Orthodox Jewish university, the then President of the Synagogue
Council of America, and the then President of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis,

Earlier, consultation had been held with a leading Orthodox
scholar of Yeshiva University, the President of the World Union of
Progressive Judaism, Professors of Jewish history at Colurmbia and
Harvard Universities, the President of Hebrew Union College=-Jewish
Institute of Religion and one of 1its distinguished faculty members,
and the President of Yeshiva University.

The American Jewish Committee's concern for relaﬁionships
between Catholics and Jéwa_h&s at all times been based upon its
competence and long experience in intergroup relatlons; moreover,
where useful it has collaborated with, or drawn upon, the expertise
of scholars and leaders who have made important contributions to the
cause of Qhristiane<Jewish relations in various parts of the world,

Thus the criticism of our activities as being involved in
"areas of thedlogy“ is unfounded, If at any time theological matters
entered into the consideration, Jewish theological scholars of
renown were consulted,

One other activity of the American Jewish Committee's pro~
gram in this area has been the subject of comment, This is the
private audience that a group of Committee leaders held with Pope VI
at the Vatican recently, This audience was non-theological in nature,
It was strictly within the framework of our human relations concerns
and our responsibility to assist in the betterment of Catholic-Jewish
relations, '

Moreover, with regard to the use of such terms as "lay"

and "secular" for Jewish organizations like the American Jewish Com~

- Mmore -
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mittee, suffice it to say that traditional Judaism has never made
these distinctions, unique to other religions, between "clerical
and "lay", between the "secular" ﬁnd "sacred," The classic Jewish
view is that from earliest Biblical times the Jewish people ===

all the Jewish people --- are regarded as being equally members

of "the kingdom of priests."

No. 113
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FOR _IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, June 25,..The AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE declared today

that its program in relation to the Roman Catholic Ecumenical

Council and the decree on the Jews, has been carried out in con-

sultation with a "group of outstanding Orthodox, Conservative and

Reform Rabbis," and scholars with international reputations for

competence in theology.

The Committee, veteran human relations agency long engaged

in advancing interreligzious cooperation and amity, issued a state-

ment today on the background of its interreligious program in re-

sponse to public statements emanating from the Annual Convention of

the Rabbinical Council of America, meeting in Fallsburg, New York,

this week,

Morris B, Abram, President of the Committee, said that short-

1y after Pope John XXIII snncunced the convening of the Vatican

Council in Rome, "“the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE was invited by

high church officials to submit out of its long background and ex-

perience in the field of interreligious cooperation, practical

suggestions for improving Catholic-Jewish relations,"

The Committee's President declared that its program in the

interreliglous area "arises out of the long-felt need to remove the

basis of the false accusation against the Jewish people of col-

lective responsibility for the Crucifixion which has been an under-

lying source of hostility to the Jew for almost two millenia, re-

sulting in untold suffering asnd martyrdom,"

- more -
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He added that these false accusations against the Jews which
cen be found "in prayaré and liturgy, in Sunday school lessons and
sermons,” have been "serving not only to stigmatize the Jews, but
also to rationalize continued persecution.,"”

Mr, Abram declared that the Committee submitted three memo-
randa to a preparatory commission of the Vatican Council, Two of
the memoranda were based on substantial research by the Committee
staff and were prepared "after consultation with eminent scholars
and rabbis representing Orthodox, Conservative and Reform viewpoints,

The third memorandum, Mr. Abram said, was "prepared by an
eminent Jewish scholar who is a professor of & leading Jewish theo-
logical seminary," 1It, too,.waa submitted at the "invitation from
Catholic authorities in Romeﬂ*_

These documents were discussed at a meeting with Augustin
Cardinal Bea, head of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian
Unity, one of the leading architects of the Ecumenical movement,
during his visit in March 1963 to the AYERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE's
national headquarters, the Institute of Human Relations in New York
City.

Mr, Abram stressed that at this meeting, the Committee was
instrumental in bringing together with Cardinal Bea, Jewish religious
leaders, including a number of leading American rabbis, Attending
the meeting, in addition to Cardinal Bea's party and Committee of-
ficers and staff were: faculty members of the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, the then-President of the Rabbinical Assembly
of America, the President of & leading Orthodox Jewish University,
the then-President of the Synagogue Council of America, and the-then
President of the Central Conference of American Rabbis,"

In addition, ¥Mr. Abram said, earlier consultations on the
memorande, as well as on the over-all interreligious problems and
issues, were held with the following: a leading Orthodox scholar
of Yeshiva University, fhe President of the World Union of Progres-
sive Judaism, Professors of Jewish History at Columbia and Harvard
Universities, the President of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion and one of its distinguished faculty members,
and the President of Yeshiva University.

- more =
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Mr, Abram particularly stressed that the Committee's concern
for Catholic-Jewish relationships, in addition to being based on
its "competence and long experience" in the field, drew upon "the
expertise of scholars and leaders who have made important contribu-
tions to the cause of Christian-Jewish relations in various parts
of the world," _

Mr, Abram underscored the fact that "if at any time, theo-
logical matters entered into the consideration, Jewish Theological
seholars of renown were consulted,"

The AVERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, foundad in 1906, is the
ploneer human relations agency in this country combating bigotry,
protecting the civil and religious rights of Jews, and advancing
the cesuse of human rights for all,

The text of the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE statement is

attached,
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Statement of June 25, 196L, by Morris B, Abram, President, AMSERICAN
JEWISH COMMITTEE, in response to public statements emanating from
annual convention of Rabbinical Council of America, June 196l:

Greater cooperation and understanding among the Jewish,

Protestant, and Catholic communities has been a major objective of

the American Jewish Committes in its intergroup relations program
since its establishment in 1906,

A primary objective of its human relations program in this
area arises out of the long-felt need to remove the basis of the

false accusation against the Jewish people of collective resnon-
sibility for the Crucifixion, which has been an underlying source of
hostility to the Jew for almost two millenia, resulting in untold
suffering and martyrdom,

As a basic step in this program, we long have urged
Christian religious educators and intergroup research snecialists to
examine their teachings with regard to content growing out of this
ﬁeicide charge,

No organization seriously wishing to come to grips with
antl-Semitism can avoid realizing that such teachings, found in
prayers and liturgy, in Sunday-school lessons and weekly sermons,
have proved to represent one of its most profound and subtle roots,
serving not only to stigmatize the Jews but also to rationalize

continued persecution,
This centuries-old oroblem was first broached as a subject

for scientific examination and analysis 30 years ago, when the
American Jewish Committee susgested to Protestant leaders a series
of self-studies of church and Sunday-school teaching mterials. Out
of this suggestion have come historic findings, first under the

aegls of Drew University, later at Yale Divinity School, Early in
1963, Yale 'lniversity Press published Faith and Prejudice, by

Dr. Bernhard E. Olson, the report of Yale's seven-year project in
this field. Only recently a renort on a parallel self-study of
Catholic teaching at St.Louis University was released. Both studies
already are having a profound influence.

Similar purpose'mntivatad establishment by the American
Jewlsh Committee iﬂ 1961 of a chair in intergroup relations at the
International University for Soeial Studies "Pro Deo," in Rome, the
first such vproject at a European Catholic institutien of higher

learning.
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The movement toward critical self-examination on the part
of the religious communities of the impact of theilr teachings in the
formation of attitudes toward other groups is in part traceable to
the nioneer work of the American Jewish Committee, A great impetus
was given to the movement by the advent of Pope John XXIII and the
convening of the Vatican Council, and particularly through the
efforts of Cardinal Bea,

Shortly after the announcement of the convening of the
Vaticen Council in Rome, the American Jewish Committee was invited
by high Church officials to submit, out of its long background and
experlence in thils field, practical suggestions for improving
Cathollic-Jewish relations., Drawing on its own studies, on substan=-
tial research by its own staff, and after consultation with eminent
scholars and Rabbis reprgsenting Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
Jewish viewpecints, the Committee prepared and submitted two com-
prehensive, scholarly memoranda to one of the preparatory commissions
of the Vatican Council, A third memorandum, prepared by an eminent
American Jewish scholar and professor of a leading Jewish theological
Seminary, was subsequently submitted, also by invitation from
Catholic authorities in Rome, _

The Committee's memoranda pointed to practical problems
and documented them with specific illustratjons, ile did not, as
some of our critics in the rabbinate have recently supgested, look
to enter into "areas of theology" nor "blur the distinctive religious
character of each faith community." On the contrary, we emphasized
the social, psychological, and human relations consequences of
specific statements found in educational, liturpical, and homiletic
materials, quoting extensively from Catholic sources. Our emphasis
on human relations concerns earned our documents the approval of
one of the foremost Orthodox Rabbis with whom they wepre shared, as
well as with Conservative and Reform Rabbis, and prominent university
'scholars,

These documents were smong matters discussed in late March,
1963, when Cardinal Bea met with Jewish religlous leaders including
the rabbinate at the American Jewish Committee's Institute of Human
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Relations in New York, At this meeting were a group of outstanding
Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Rabbis, in their capacity as
individuals, along with members of Cardinal Bea's entourage, and
officers of Pro Deo University in Rome,

The Americen Rabbis who attended included faculty members
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, the then President
of the Rabbinical Assembly of America, the President of a leading
Orthodox Jewish university, the then Presicent of the Synagogue
Council of America, and the then President of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis,

Earlier, consultation had been held with a leading Orthodox
scholar of Yeshiva University, the President of the World Union of
Progressive Judaism, Professors of Jewish history at Colurbia and
Harvard Universities, the President of Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion and one of its distinguished faculty members,
and the President of Yeshiva University.

The American Jewish Committee'!s concern for relationships
between Catholics and Jews has at all times been based upon its
competence and long exparience in intergroup relations; moreover,
where useful it has collaborated with, or drawn upon, the expertise
of scholars and leaders who have made important contributions to the
cause of chriatian-Jewish relations in various parts of the world.

Thus the ecriticism of our activities as being involved in
"areas of theology" is unfounded. If at any time theological matters
entered into the consideration, Jewish theological scholars of
renown were consulted.

One other activity of the American Jewish Committes's pro-
gram in thls area has been the subject of comment., This is the
private audience that a group of Committee leaders held with Pope VI
at the Vatican recently, This audience was non-theologlical in nature,
It was strictly within the framework of our humen relations concerns
and our respénsibility to assist in the betterment of Catholic-Jewish
relations,

Moreover, with regard to the use of such terms as "lay"

and "secular" for Jewlsh organizations llke the American Jewish Com-

- more =
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mittee, suffice it to éay-that traditional Judalsm has never made
these distinétions,.uniQue to other religions, between "clerical"
and "lay", between the "secular" and "sacred," The classic Jewish
view is that from earliest Biblical times the Jewish people =-=—
all the Jewish people --- are regarded as being equally members

of "the kingdom of ﬁriegts;m
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
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from
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June 30, 196k

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Alfred Je Kntqik

Boston "Jewish Advocate" Editorial

Norman Rebb has asked'gg the attached editorial: "Isntt this a slap at AJC?
If so should it go unanswered?" ' i

I think that in view of the front page story in the same issue (also attached),
the editorial is a direct slap at AJC and that it should be answered in Norman's
name, What do you think? .

Because of the Advocate's deadline, I would appreciate a call on this tomorrow

(July 1).

AJK:s
Ence(s)

(-
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Copy of letter of July 1, 1964, by Morris B. Abram, President,
AMZRICAY JEWISH WWMMITTEE, to Rabbi Leon Feuer, President, Central
Conference's recent annual convention: ~

July 1, 1964

Dear Rabbl Feuer,

I am commenting on your statement as it anpears in the Jewish
Telegravhic Agency Bulletin on June 22, 196l, relative to the
efforts on the part of a Jewish organization to effect the elimina-
tion of the deicide charge and its relative "themes of contempt"
against the Jews as found in Catholic litersture (teaching materials
liturgy, homilies, etec.)

You state that anti-Semitic outarowths of Christian teachings
are o Christian problem, and hence a direct approaéh to Catholics
to remove references to the deicide charge is "an obsequious
appeal" and'revolting to the Jewish spirit and é%'insult to the
memory of Jewish martyrdom," .

o Certainly.dit is. true that entl-Semitism-is a Christisn problem.
As a mabter of historic fact, the American Jewish Committee has
ploneered in studies nroving that nrejudice is a problem of the
bigot and not of the victim,

But though anti-Semitisnm is a Ghriqtian pﬁgblem, it remains

ia nroblem that very much concerms Jews.‘ In coﬁ%atbing prejudice,

: the victim, though he be in the right, certainly should use all the
tools at his command, to.gssist the discriminator in divesting him-
self of his distorted views. Prejudice damages the orejudiced and
him against whom it is directed. It 1s well that all should seek
to eradicate it by all re&sonable means in 21l its unreascnable
forms,

Through the years, the American Jewish Committee has made use
of a variety of tools -~- documentation, discussion, social action,
scientific aralysis -- in its efforts to combat anti-Semitism in
its many aspects. Our strategy and efforts have always been pur-
sued in the best "Jewish s»nirit," in thke hope of preventing future

generations from being subjected to "Jewish martyrdom."

- More =




It is our contention that the effort to eliminate from
Christian literature the concept of the collective guilt of the
Jewish people for the death of Jesus constitutes probably the most
important sten that can now be taken in behalf of the dignity and
welfare of world Jewry. It is easy to agraé, as you say, that
"such zn act of atonement on the nart of the Church is long overdue
and should need no snmecial pleading on our part." But the fact
remains that for close to 2000 years this concent has oroved to be
& stubborn and versistent cause of an ti-Semltism,

The tneological consideration involved is, of course, that of
Christendom. But the achievement of a human relations and inter-
group insight with regard %o the consequences of the retention and
continued teaching of thie »nrecent is certainly the right -- nay,
the responsibility -- of Jewish leadership.

For the benefit of the total society, I believe it is right
and proper that each -- Christian and Jew -- should encourage the
other in steps toward understanding without elving effect to
questions of pride, prior responsibility and ceremony.

Sincerely yours,

Morris B. Abram

MBA/ps

No. 116
4-83



July 30, 1964

Father Thomas R, Leechy

The Catholic Hera2ld Citieon

2170 N, krospect Avenue at Kenilworth
Hilwaukee 2, Wisconsin

Dear Father Leshy:

Just a short note to ccrmend you fcr your
pditoriul, "How Do You Rate?", irn the July i8
isous of the Catholic Herald Qitigen, To usce
the vernacular, I think you really "put it on
the line",

With warmest personal regards to Honsignor
Kennedy and yourself,

Sincerely

Walter FP. Zand
WFZire Area Diractor

bee: Mare Tanenbaunv//
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How Do You Rate?

Psychiatrists tell us that our character and personality
are basically formed by the time we're four years old.

Knowingly or not, most of us who are a bit older than
four rather find that a handy principle. Not infrequently
we {eel compelled to excuse or rationalize our behavior.
In an almost infinite number of ways we say: “I can't
help it . . . it's jusi the way 1 am.”

Of course, sometimes that statement is actually true
—but often we’re more or.less covering up.

it's more than just a cliche to say that each of us
is & unique bundie of personal huabits, some good, some
not so good.

Whether good or bad, our habits, our ways of acting
and reacting, were made firm by a long litany of re-
peated thoughts and actions.

Many of us remember some teacher or prof trying !
io sooth us with words like: “Remember, class, repeti-
tion is the mother of studies. Now for your homework
assignment. v

L L L

Beloved Pope John described the new spirit in the
Church that resulted in the current Second Vatican
Council by the Italian word “aggiornamento”—mean-
ing an updating. a renewal, a making-relevant. Even

Perhaps we are “out of date.”

Maybe there's more than a little irrelevance in our
own lives.

Could we even be a little wrony?

L4 < &

For example, take our atiitude toward Non-Cathofics

_in general. All too often we seem to be following e

- script of some vintage Western on TV:

the word itself has become a “must” in the vocabulary |

of current events. .

Pope John chose that particular word because some

(accidental) Church practices and approaches had lost
~ their earlier relevance, their impact upon the modern
layman and the world in the 1960s.

So the Fathers of the Council are setting about to
make the necessary adjustments,

But we are the Church, too.

We too are responsible to be receptive to the subtle
guidance and illuminations of the Holy Spirit.

S0 do we not also have to face up to an "aggiorna-
mento” of our own? Are we not almost obliged to re-
exzmine our thought patterns and our consequent be-
havior?

thev're
frays, They're

Sthe
villains of the picie, we're the ¢ 1
wrong;-we are right as rain.

What about religious freedoni. dans of o
dewy-eyed when we're confronted with some ti
production about the Declaration of Independt nee or
the Bill of Rights. But do we always act as if we reall
believed that all men have the right--and persona?! oh
gation—to follow their good consciences wher 1t corr.
to religious freedom? :

L L 3 L3

This issue's center spread features Cardinal Mever:.

“Fourteen Peoints Toward the Spirit of Unity.” His
Eminence speaks about making a beginning " e sgus
we have to start with a humble acknowledgement. 3¢’
speaks of scandal. : o

Why not turn 1o the center spread now and sce hu\-\.
vyou rate? — T R.L.
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EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESSES DEFORE THE SISTER FORMATION CONFERENCE
DELIVERED BY RABDI MARC H. TANENBAUM, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE
- INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
AT MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY, MILWAUKEE, AUGUST 6-7, 1964

|  ﬁIEWAUKEE, WISC. - 4n intensive nationwide "crash" education and
information program to help the Americaﬁ people overcome its

. gational illiteracy with regard to the social, cultural, religious
history of the American Negroes was urged here today by a rabbi
activg in the civii rights movements before a conference of
Catholic teaching nuns.

In a series of lectures before the Sister Formation
Conferénce meeting here at the Jesuit-sponsored Marquette Uni-
vefsity, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenﬁaum, National Director of the
Iﬁterreligious Affairs Depar tment of the American Jewish Com-
mittee, said that ''the growing white backlash makes us painfully
conscious of how wide is the gulf that Seﬁarates the wvhite man's
true understandiﬁg of the Negro's péyche and social predicament
from that of.the Negro's understanding of self, his desperate
~situation, and his reai relétion to the white majority."

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who was a '"founding father" and served
as program chairman of the historic National Conference on Race
and Religion, addressed the International Faculty and Curriculum

Workshop of the Sister Formation Conference. This was his second
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year as a member of the international facultylof the Conference,
which serves the spiritual and intellectual needs of 170,000
teaching nuns in America. Other faculty members this year were
David Riesman, the Harvard sociologist; Msgr. Ivan Illich, Di-
rector of the Intercultural Formation Center, Guernevaca, Mexico;
Abbe Francois Houtart, Director of the Religious Sociology Center,
Drussels.

"At the root of the problem,'" Rabbi Tanenbaum stated, ''is
the failure of the majority of the white people of America to
begin to comprehend the magnitude of the tragedy of the Negro
in America. As historians have demonstrated, over the greater
part of the last three and a half_centﬁries,;a crime has been
committed which has neverlbeen equaled in size and intensity and
is perhaps comparable only with the persecutions of our own times
under the Nazis.

"The capture and forcible migration oﬁ fourteen million
Neétoes from their native soil in Africa to this country between
the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries was so vast an uprooting
of an entire people that it dwarfed completely the migration of
nations in ancient times. The ph&sical enslavement, the whippings,
the lynchings, the callous breakup of families, the brutal en-

forced labor, and the hypocritical siring of 400,000 chiidren,
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the offspring of miscegenation by men of the South by 1850 -
these are the ingredients of this primordial American tragedy,"
Rabbi Tanenbaum declared.

'"Many Americans in their utter illiteracy and ignorance
of the plight of the Negro, in the past as well as the preseﬁt,
appear to be incapable of understanding what must happen to a
thoughtful Negro of today who reads of the pilgrimage of his
ancestors through the American wilderness. The only analogy I
can think of is the reaction of the Jew of today who reads of
what happened to his forebearers in Western Christendom - the
chain of persecutions, pogroms, expulsions, auto-da-fes, and
finally genocide. Even to third-generation American Jews who
have not personally experienced such persecutions, theré is a
profound emotional idenfification with the plight of his ééople
and he is deeply affected by these old world memories.

- "In parallel ways, Negroes are reacting to the 'old world
memories' of their ancestofs in slavery. To those who are deeply
knowledgeable of their.pasts, and who are close to the feelings
and experiences of deprivation and repression that their grand-
parents and parents underwent, it does not seem too farfetched
for them to press af long last for complete equal rights and

opportunities. The mercurial reaction of the white middle class
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and the swiftness with which mndefates and liberals become es-
tranged from the Negro's just cause afe another indication to

the Negro that he, although an American who believes in the
classic 'American Creed,' continues to live in two civilizations -

one of which remains terra incognita to the white American."

'"Only the most intensive, skillfully mounted effort of
education and attitude reorientation conducted on a nationwide
~basis with the cooperétion of all segments of our society-govern-
ment, civic, cultural, mass media, education, and religious groups
- can help us oversome this terrifying challenge of our national

illiteracy about the Negro," Rabbi Tanenbaum said.

THE VATICAN COUNCIL AND THE JEWISH DECREE

In another address on Friday morning, the rabbi referred
to his participation the week before in the International
Ecumenicalfonferenqe and Medieval Studies Institute held at the
Western Michigan ﬁniversity in Kalamazoo (July 27-28). A session
of that conferenqe devoted to a discussion of Catﬁolic-Jewish
relations, Rabbi Tanénbaum said, and other similar consultations
in various parts of the country, have revealed that there con-
tinues to be considerable concern and anxiety over the fate of
the so-called Jewish decree scheduled to come before the third

session of the Ecumenical Council, which reconvenes September 14.
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While it is reassuring to know that the Jewish declaration is
definitely scheduled on the agend% of the third session, he said,
reports that the content and language of the decree have been
significantly watered down have left a terribly negative reaction,
as much in American Christian quarters as in Jewish. Other re-
ports that the decree contains a reference to the falsity of the

concept of collective Jewish guilt for the murder of Jesus have

been welcomed, but this is countervailed by the reported omission

in the presént version of the apparent strong condemnatibn of the
deicide charge contained in the text introduceq in the second
session. If this is true, Rabbi Tanenbaum added, no one should
be surprised if major segments of the Jewish community turns its
back ‘'on this entire enterprise, terﬁing this widely-publicized,
univérsa11y~hailed effort to rectify the wrong of centuries.as
aﬁother.failure of conscience of the Western world with regard
to the Jews. Rabbi Tanenbaum declared: '"The many American
Dishops who have in the most fraternal ways sought to reassure
Jewish leaders of their personal support of the Jewish decree

in its strongest form, and who have expressed publicly and pri-
vately their optimism over the passage of the decree, need to be
made avare of a growing skepticism among Jews. From the news-

paper'reports and from other informed sources, it appears that
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the Council "parliamentary’ and voting procedure announced

several weekes ago by the Council Secretariat is such as to re-

duce the possibilities for open floor discussion of this, as
well as other decrees, to é bare minimum. Given the experience
of the closing days of the second session with regard to the
Jewish decree which was introduced but withheld from a wvote,
‘many Jews are openly predicting a similar fate at the third
session ~ the decree will be introduced, those opposed to it will
find technical ways to postpone, to filibuster, and finally to.
shelve the decree into limbo.

"Those who oppose the decree, and especially those who
are isolated from the realities of the non-Latin Hispanic world,
do not begin to comprehend what severe damage such action would
do to'intergroup and iﬁterteligious solidarity, which is the
foundation-stone of American democracy and the Western Alliance.
It will take literally generations of effort to overcome the
divisive fallout in religious, cultural, social, and political
relations that would inevitably ensue should the Jewish decree,
and with it, the religious liberty decree, die at the third

session.”
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August 10, 1964 %}

Rabbi Marc A. Tannenbaum, Dir.

Interreligious Affail®s Dept.

Institute of Human Relations -
165 E. 56th St. '
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Marc,

I read Steven Schwartzschild's essay on "Ecumenism, Scripture,
etc.", with utter disgust. Also, with considerable frustration,
since the article appeared in "Judaism," of which I am one of
the editors. I don't believe it was shown to any of the editors.

Since this essay might be taken as the authoritative voice of
Jewish theologians, the American Jewish Committee should
consider whether some sort of reply is in order. You need
not take account of the surly tone or the pervasive bitterness
of the article, but inasmuch as the A.J.C. is represented as
either ignorant of or indifferent to the concerns of the
Jewish faith, and it is asserted that Jewish scholars

would not welcome a Vatican statement on the Jews, you may
consider the adviseability of convoking an Advisory Council
of Jewish scholars of theologians. You might then put before
them the simple question, "is it or is it not adviseable for
the Vatican Council to issue a statement on the Jews that
would condemn the ancient canard concerning Jewish "guilt"
for the Crucifixion?"

I believe that we number more wronghanded Phudniks per
population than any other community. But, here is an issue
where we cannot afford to indulge the vagaries of any, topsy-
turvy "existentialists," that come along and, though a Reform
rabbi, insists that Christians must take the Talmud as the
basis for a dialogue with Jevs.
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Rabbi Mare A. Tanenbaum -2=

I am becoming convinced more and more that the liberal,
non-Zionist, pro-Emancipation and Diaspora affirming

weltanschanning has come to be taken for granted by its
devotees, while its opponents are busily engaged in undermining
it on every front.

I shall be glad to be of help in connection with any project
conceived along this line.

Regards to your wife and child.
Sincerely yours,

75

r. Jacob Agus’
abbi

JA/rbh y
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Fears ‘Negative Reaction’ By Jews
* If Ecumenical Council Dilufes
Proposed Deicide Declaration

MILWAUKEE, (JTA) —
siderable concern and annety"
of the fate of the Jewish decree
scheduled to come before the
forthcoming session of the
Ecumenical Couneil — which
opens Sept. 14 at the Vatican —
is felt in the United States, a
conference of Catholic teaching
nuns held at Marquette Universi-
ty here this week was told by
Rabbi Mare Tanebaum, national
director of the Interreliglous Af-
:Emrs Department of the Am eri-

ewxsh Committee.

Ad g the «conference,
Rabbi Tanenbaum said that such
concern is especially expressed
at Christian-Jewish meetings in
this country dealing with Cath-
olic-Jewish relations.
is reassuring to know that the
Jewish declaration is definitely
scheduled on the agenda of the
third session,” he said, “reports
that the content and language of
the decree have been significant-
ly watered down here have left
a tembly negatwe reaction, as

el

“While it |

contains a reference to the falsity
of the concept of collective Jew-
ish guilt for the murder of Jesus
have been welcomed, but this is
countervailed by the reported
omission in the present version
of the apparent strong condemna-
tion of the deicide charge contain-
ed in the text introduced in the
second session,” the American
Jewish Oom.mittee official stated.

“If true,” Rabbi Tanen-
baum added. “no one should be
surprised if major segments of

. the Jewish community turns its

back on this entire enterprise,

'termmgth.lsmdelypuhlicimd.

university hailed effort to rectify
the wrong of centuries as another
failure of conscience of the West-
ern world with regard to the

Jews.”
[ ]
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with an: -admonition thar if the

overcome the’ divisive fallout in. re

NUNS HEAR RABBI VIEW WITH
IAI.AQM INACTION BY ROME

MILWAUKEE (WNS) Fear of ndopdon of a watered—down declam-
tion on Jews at-the ‘néxt sesa!on P! the‘Ecumenical Coungil, coupled-

die at “the third sessldn-:‘ltwﬂl uﬁe umﬂy genérations of. eﬂért‘m

ed jew:sh&ecreeﬁpermined to !
mﬂml. social and pen:!-

quem‘uqut-ﬁw &
_ ~ Addressing “‘orie - o!' ﬁ

lnterreuuouu Affm-s Dspt. of 1 :hp
American:  said
there is “considerable concern and
anxiery”. about the .fate of the
Jewish decree scheduled for con-
sideration at the form:onﬁng Sesp |
sion. of the Ecmnen.lcnl Council.-

«cal relations that would inevitably ensue®, wl.s voiced gerebya
Jewish- rabbi “at. a conference of f o= - e
Catholic'. teacher. mms at- Mpr-;

Jewlsh._" '

_________hn-—"—
w!dely- iffubli¢ized, mernny
‘hatled -effort to- fecfy the wrong
of Centiries -as§ . another fallure
of condcience of. rhe\_'«l'estmworld

Declaring that therewas* : 'srw-
 ing skepticism among Jews"’ about

the* mdpﬂm of a° JE"!SI'I m.

Rabbi ‘Tannenbaum, told the nuns
» ponentsof:bedecree.

wesperially. those who are {solated
f::z the reslitfes: of non-Latn
Hispanic world, do not begin to
co - what ‘severe dameage
‘such action would do to imergroup

and._. fhterreligious- - 0
which is the foundarion-stone of

American dﬂnc'mc? and theWes-.
tern All!n.nce. J
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'iSh Decree

Predlcfs Rea
MILWAUKEE .~ (JTA)

“Considerablé concern and'

anxiety” over the fate of the
Jewish.-decree scheduled to

comeé before the forthcoming|

session of the Ecumenical Council
— which opens Sept. 15 at the
Vatican — is ‘felt in the United
States, -a' conference of Catholic
teaching nuns held at Marquette

.University. heré was told by Rab-|.

.bi Mare Tanenbaum, national dis
rector of the i.nterreliginus affairs

department of the Amm
-ish Committee.. - .
Addressing the conlerenc-

Rabbi Taneubaum said that such|

concern s’ especiflly expréused
at-- Christian-Jewish meetings in|-
this country deall.ng with Catho-
Iic Jewish -relations.’

e it isr assu.rlng to" lmow
that e Jew declaratlon is]
" definitely - - “seheduled - ‘on'. the|:

agenda ‘of the:third seskion,’” he
said, - "repnrt.gr ~thit: the “content
and language of theé decree have'
been -significantly watered down
‘ hére have left'a terribly. negative
'maet.iou “as’ much in Anierican
Cllripllnn quarters. ag_in ‘Jewish.
i“Other reports that the decree
contains a reference to the falsity
‘of the concept of -collective Jew-

ish guilt for the murder of Jesus|'

have been welcomed, but this is
countervailed by -the reported |+
" omission in the present version of
the apparent strong- condemna-
tion of the deicide charge "con-
tained in-the text intréduced. in
the second session,” he“stated."
, ‘Ancther Failure’

“If this is true,”" Rabbi Tanen-
baum added, “no ome should be

surprised if a major segment_of.

.. |opposed to .it will find technical

L'. -

paisit 3

:ajulm nmnc' ANENBAUM

hade aware of a gming “skep-
ticidm among Jews.” "

. From: the newspap_ef reports

ind; Imm othar ml‘or;;ned sources,
e nid it appears that the He.
umenical Couneil paﬂiamenta-
iy"’. and voting pmcadugq ‘an:
lounced séveral weeks- ilgo by
thé ‘Council secretariat i§ such as
to .reduce the possibilities for
open floor discussion of “this;, as
well' as ‘other decrees o a: b&m
minimum. -
i . ‘Recalls M Sesnlou
“Given' the cxperience ‘of the
c]using days of the second ses-
sion with regand to_the Jewish de:
tree which, Was introduced but
swithheld from a vote;, many Jew:
are openly" preﬂicung a4 similar
f-te at. the third session — the
decree will -be- introduced, . those

ways to. postpone, to (filibuster,

m__é ; cql Coi:mcrf Fails to Act -

|and" especially those who ate is-

:Mﬂnwmmmebmdwhntsem

:?.o unﬂm " Rabbl Tunenbaum
id:-
 “Those who opmse the decmﬂ,

olated from the realities of the
non-Latin “Hispanic® world, .do not

" intergroup and Titerraligiots sdll-

i ——

darity, which is the foundation-
stone of American déemocracy and
“|the” Western, Allhnce." he em-
phasized.

“It will take lll.en.lly ‘genera-
tions of effort to overcome.the
divisive fallout in réligioud, cultu:
ral, soclal,- and- polmcai re!atlons
that * wquld , Anewitpbly . ensue
ﬁould* ‘the .Tewish .decree, and
with " it, ‘the’ rellgiom liberty " de-
cree, die at the third session,” he

damage such action would do to

ekl

L.,m:l finally to shelve the decree



national director of the Depart-

Rabbi attacks critics
of ‘Jewish chapter’

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Niw York
“ 1t would be a mistake on the‘_gart of the responsible

Jewish Jeaderstug to look upon the
ouncil as a matter of do or die.”

the Ecumenical

tion has now begun and it would
take -a' counter-revolution to
:stop it.”

This is ‘the opinion of Rabbi
Mare © H. Tanenbaum, . the

e

Rabbi Tanenbaum in discussion

ewish chapter’ before
So wide-

- spread is the movement among Christians towards eliminating
antisemitism in texts and-liturgy, including the deicide charge, ,
that, even if the chapter is not approved.in Rorhe, “ the revoly-:

tién Conference at Marquette
University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
This .was his second year as a
member  of

‘with nuns at the Pius XIF Religious . '

Education Centre at Monroe, Michigan

ment of Inter-religious Affairs
of the American Jewish Com-
mittee, wha has been closer to
the efforis for rapprochement
between Christian and Jew, both

here and in Rome, than any other -
Jew in America, possibly ‘in the

world. He' was referring to the
chapter concerning relations be-
tween the Catholic Church and the
Jews in the Schema on Ecumenisin.
 Rabbi Tanenbaum was inter-
viewed by your correspondent on
his return from the Sister Forma-

needs of 170,000 teaching ,nuns’in
America. . 2 i
He. told the nuns, as he had told
the International Ecumenical Con-
ference and .Medieval Studies
Institute at Western Michigan
University the week before, of the
considerable concern and anxiety.
over the. fate of the - “Jewish
chapter™ . Tk
To your correspondent, he crifi-

cised the * shooting-from-the-hip . |

syndrome of many of my 'col-
Continued foot of column ‘3

TR,

the “international
faculty of the conference; which .
serves the spiritual and intellectual "'

POPE QUESTIONED
ON ANTISEMITIC
COMMENTARY

From ‘onr Correxpondent

. NeEw Yomrg
Mr. Herman Shumlin, producer-
director of the Broadway produc-
tion of ““The Deputy” (as Rolf
Hochhuth's “ The Representative
+is called here), has disclosed that
he wrote to the Pope in July, ask-
-ing him to clarify his attitude
towards, the Jews in the light of
- his approval, when Archbishop of
Milan, of a book containing anti-
Jewish comments, The Pope has
not answered his letter, y

Messaggio * degli
Scriptures by a Rev, Professor Don

* Angelo Alberti, published in Italy
in 1956

It contains a preface by

~in '
* ‘Mgr. Montini  (as Fope Paul VI

then was) stating that the work

' was-“ worthy of meeting the sym:

pathetic attention of intelligent

‘readers.” | ;
- Mr. Shumlini quoted a- number -

' of antisemitic statements from the

book in his letter, among them :
" . God’s cursewill be reserved
for them (the Jews) and they will
forever wander the earth. This is
their punishment for slandering:
Christ. . . . Christ triumphed .
means of the Holy Spirit ; and they
(were condemned to) the weary,
interminable path of the * Wander-
ing Jew'"

Another quotation read : “ How
much shame the Jews must feel

when they see that the devil, '
whom they chose as’their leader, .

is defeated ! And they. too, like
‘the devil, will walk the world -

 defeated, reduced to.a society of
. /money-grubbers.,” . A

- Zionists choose
** Washington

i roul‘ a Curiemnn';l'é}u- :
e . WASHINGTON
*More than '1,000 delegates are

expected to attend the 67th annual
convention of the Zionist Organi-
st : -

EGG MUNDELS (SOUP NUTS)
EGG BAKED FARFALS
POTATO CRISPS
VANILLA SUGAR o
BONDI'S CONCENTRATED

Under the gupervisian of Kashrus
Commissien and Kedassia London, .

'Obiainable from Grocers and Slore:

PRODUCTS LTD.
498 HORNSEY ROAD, LONDON, 3.19

Telephone : ARChway 2457

SEASONING

WHITE ACID

O

Frea of Eire Income Tax paid_
to Investors, by the Republic’s
most popular Building Suclely.l- .

o Invest next door in conservative anéf !

progressive Ireland.

Cl r 1, one month before the
American Presidential election.
Leaders of the American Govern-
ment and legislature, heads of the
world Zionist Muve_mﬂel:t and;l::ia:#
5 will address cony 4
S hich ill be dediecsted G0 the
theme “ American-Istael Common

-Frontier of Democracy.” The dele-

gates will represent 600 Zionist
branches and regions in America.

The tentative agenda includes
the problems of Israel, the future
of the world Zionist Movement in-
relation to the issues facing the
forthcoming World Zionist Con-
gress in Jerusalem, the organisation

--of the American-Jewish community,

the plight of Soviet Jewry and
antisgnug:;sm in. ‘Argentina and.
wother countries. . 5

o The book, which Mr. Shumlin

said had recently eome to his atten- -
“tiom, is "I
" Evangeli” a commentary -on the

Spaniar
urgi

From wur Corresp

3

Spain's greatest man
Don Ramon Menendez
is director of the Spani:
of Letters and a renov
of Sephardi literature

“ Messiah’ ¢
in Toron

" From our Corresp

A Jew, born in Wal
Liverpool, in 1200, whq
living in Toronto for tw
claims to be the Messiah
to the * Toronto Star.”

He is Frank Cohen, w
is ~a graduate of |
Yeshiva - in - England,
received Semicha from 1

“Segal, ‘of Manchester, F
Rabinowitz, of Liver)
‘Rabbi H. Hurwitz, of L
Mr. Cohen says in the
" that he received his first
vision .in 1929 when he
the death of a neighb
‘Was. confirmed the next
. He alsb says that ir
correctly predicted that
pendent State of Israel
formed nine years later ;
to possess documentary
the pronouncement whis
. show: to a serious inquir
‘Since his first vision |
says he has received an :
five a week, ranging fron
matters to.world issues
problems and their soluti
convinced he is the fire
since Malachi, but he
followers,

' CHAPLAIN |

8. VIETNA

Fram a €Cerrespomd
A United States Army
has been assigned to Sc
T Jewish servi

the. American forces the:
hoc_ukg and other ilems
Teligious needs have been

* yilez, 38 stated by Rat

i 1 .. chairman
E?mmmuoqaii.on ‘gish  Welfar

The fﬂhgplii.ﬁe“%lsh E'f

olonel Meir Engel; .
E:he Second World W
Korea. He will arrive
Vietnam in time to pr
* the_High Holy-days.

The shipments by ti
include High Holy-da
boolts,- a Sefer Torah,
‘talisim, yarmulkas, religi
ture and items for the cu
recreational rogramm
tenant-Colonel Engel wil

. - Kosher fgod has also bet

Tanenbaum '.défélid's. Vat

‘Continued from column 2

leagues, rabbis amd other Jewish
leaders.  Emotional,

ade in the public press in this
'{:!‘:luntry and agmad which are “not
nded in any understanding " of
evelopments in the matter of the

- “ Jewish chapter.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum declared that
these leaders " apparently: fear
their capacity to inspire Jews fto
refain ‘their_identity and commit-
ment to Judaism without the
recdassmm'l amanda - - -~ H

impulsive, -
'} uninformed statements are being

Asked whether the
adopt the * Jewish ch
Rome would set back tk
improving relations witl
ism, Rabbi Tanenbaum 1.
it might lead to caution {
of time. i
- But he said the wish 1
relations- "“is so deep
spread -among the e
elements .among the
bishops and sisters th:
they won't be dissuadec

- ~effort.”



September 3, 1964

Cheptef Four of the schema en Ecumenicism printed and
distributed in November, 1963, to the Council Fathers, dealing
with the "Attitudes ef.the Cathelics....toward the "Jews,"
made special headlines around the_ﬁerld.' Except“fer a few.

words, troublesome to the Jewish conscience, it represented a

‘momentous declaration and was hailed as an event of historic

~ importance.

5 Subsequently, thls Chapter has been rewrltten and the

version now dlstrlbuted to the Council Fathers as publically

‘reported is not only 1neffect1ve, but’ also'profoundly 1n3urloue.

The'omissions, attenuations and=additiohs;are s0 serious
that, if aaopued, the new document w1ll be interpreted as a
soiemn repudlatlon of ‘the de31re whlch ub quote a distinguished
American Archbishop, intended "to rlght_phe Wrohgs of a’. |
thousand fears." | |

The new document proclaims that ﬁthe_Church expecﬁs in un-

shakable faith and with ardent desire" the union of tﬁe Jewish

people with the Church."

Since this present draft document calls for Hreciprocal. 7

understanding and appreciation, to be attalned by theologlcal

study nnd fraternal discussion," between Jews and Cethollcs,

it must be stated that spiritual fratricide is hardly a means
o b .

for the attainment of "fraternal discussion™ or "reciprocal 4

understanding. "



A meséage:tha; regards the Jew as a candidate for con-
versipn and proclaims that the destiny of Judaisﬁ is to dis-
-appear wil; be ébhorred by the Jews all over'tﬁe world and
is bound to foster_reciprocal distrust és well as bitterness.
Iand resentment. - |
e Throughout the cenfuries our people have paid such a high’
price in suffering and martyrdém fdr'preservinglthe Covenant -
and the legacy of -holiness, faith-and devotion to the sacred
Jewish tradition, To.this day welabor devotedly to educate’
our. children in the'wé;s-of theJTorah,

;:As I have repeatedly stated to leading ﬁeréénalities of
'the_Vatican, I am ready to go to Auschwitz_ény time, if faced
with the altéfnative of conversion or, death. . _

Jews throughout the world will be;dismé&éd by'aicallifrom
the Vatican.to abandon their faith.inia geheraﬁion which
witnessed the massacre of six milliongJéws and fhé'destrﬁctibn
of thousands of synagogues on a continent'where;the dominant
religion was not Islam, Buddhism or_Shintoism.-- |

It is noteworthy that the Vatican document on Mohammedans
makes né.reference to the expectation of the Church for théir‘
‘conversion to the Christian faith. Is one to deduce from

that that Islam offers a more acceptable way to salvation

. ———

than Judaism?
OCur world which is full of cynlclsm, f“ustratlon and%
despair, received a flash of 1nsp1rat10n in the ecumenlcal

work of Pope John XXIII. For a few years all men of good will

U,




marvelled at the spiritual magnificence which he disclosed,
and were touched by his reverence for the humanity of man.-
At a time of deéay of conscience, he tried to revive it énd
to_téach how td respect it. DMutual feverence between
Christians and Jews.began to fill the hearfs. We ardehfly
pray that this great b;eSSing may nat vanish, |

It is our. profound hope that during the course of the
forthcoming third_éessionfof ghe Vatican Council, the over-
whelming majority of the Council Fathers who have courageously
. expressed their desire to eradicate sources of ténsion be-

:tweén Catholics andJews, will have an opportunity to vote on

a staﬁement-which wiil expfeés this sacred aspiration.

Abraham Joshua Heschel
' h -
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,/Nahon Said ||||’rerate
About Negro History

MILWAUKEE, Wis. (ENS)
America’s civil rights movement
is being handicapped by a “na-
tional illiteracy” regarding the
religious, cultural and social his-
tory of the Negro in this coun-
.try, Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum
of New York said hére.

He maintained that at the
“root” of the racial problem is
the “failure of the majority of
the white American people to be-
gin to comprehend the magni-
tude of the tragedy or the Negro
in America”

The noted rabbi, activein civil
rights efforts, called on all re-
.ligious groups to join with other
segments of society in an inten-
sive information and education
program to help overcome this
“jlliteracy.”

A leader in the ecumenical
movement, he' addressed the In-
ternational Faculty and Curricu-
lum Workshop of the Sister
s urmation Conference which
serves the spiritual and intel-
lectual needs of some 170,000
téaching Catholic nuns in this
country. .- This marked his sec-
ond year as a member of the
Conference's mternahonal fac-
ulty.

Rabbi Tarienbaum, director of
the American Jewish Commit=
tee’s Interreligious Affairs De-
partment, compared the history
of Negroes in America with the

. history of Jewish persecution.

‘ He-said that the “capture and| '

forcible migration” of -millions
‘&1 Negroes from Africa to this
country” between the 16th and
10th centuries was a ‘crime
which has mnever been equaled
in size and intensity and is per-
haps comparable only with the
persecutions of our own times
under the Nazis.” )

“Many Americans in their ut-

ter illiteracy and ignorance of
the plight of the Negro,” the

— well as the present, appear to
be incapable of 'understanding|.

what must happen to a thought-
ful Negro of today who reads

of the pllgnmag'e of his ances-|’

tors through the American wil-
derness. )

_ “The oaly analogy I can think
of is the reaction of the Jew

of today who reads of what hap-| "

pened to his forebearers in West-
ern Christendom — the chain of
persecutions, pogrom s, expul-
sions, auto-da-fes. an d ﬂnally
genocide.”

He said that _N,eg_rqes.; like
Jews, react to the “old world
memories of their ancestors ‘in
slavery” with a “profound emo-
tional indentification” with their
plight. Therefore, he added,-“it
does not seem too farfetched, for
them to press at long last for
complete equal rights and op-
purtuniues.” i Wages T8

-,

rabbl continued, “in the past as. )

T
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M!LWAUKEE, Wis. INC)--
‘A Jewish leader has warned a
conference of Catholic nuns that
there is a growing concern and
anxiety in the Jewish commu-
nity that the Vatican council’s
statema=nt on the Jews has been
watered down and may event-
ually be discarded

If this is true, said Rabbi -

Marc . H, Tanenbaum, national
director ‘of the Interreligious
Affairs Department of the
American Jewish Community,
no one would be surprised if
major segments of the Jews
turn their backs on the whole
enterprise as another failure
1 of conscience of the Western
+ . world with regard to the Jews,

THE RABBI addressed the
Sister Formation Conference
held at Marquette University
(Aug, 7),

*The many Americanbishops
who have in the most fraternal
ways Sought to reassure Jewish
leaders of their personal sup-
port of the Jewish decree in
tts strongest form and who have
expressed publicly and privately
their optimism over the passage

- of the decree, need 1o be made’

_.aware of the growing skepticism
among Jews,'’ he'sald,
‘“FROM THE mewspaper re-.
ports and from other informed -
sources,. it appears that coun-

Concern On Jewish
Statement Growmg

'ctl ‘parliamentary’ and voting
procedures announced several
weeks ago by the council secre-
tariat is such as to reduce the
possibilities for open floordis-
cussion of this as well as other
decrees to a bare minimum,

*“Given the experience of the
closing days of the second ses-
slon (of the council)with regard
to the Jewish decree which was
introduced but withheld from a

_ vote, many Jews are openly pre-

dicting a similar fate at the third
session, The decree will be in~
troduced, those opposed to {twill
find technical wasy to postpone,
to filibuster, and finally to
shelve the decree into hmbo.
he said,

RABBI Tanenbaurn said re=
ports that the decree has been’
watered down have left a ter=
rible negative reaction amang
Jews, He said those inthe "'La-
tin'' and “Hispanic'’ world are
unaware of the effects this would
have on interreligious soli-
darit_y.

*“It will takeliterally genera- .
tions of effort to overcoms the |
divisive fall out in.religious,
cultural, social and political
relations that would inevitably
ensue should the Jewishdecree, .
and with it, the religious li-
berty decree, die at the third
session,’” he said, :



September 1, 1964

Fr. Gabriel Cohen,

Editor & Publishsr

National Jewish Post & Opinion
611 ¥, Park Avenue
Indlenapolis, Indiana

Dear Gabe,

in the {ront page, lead atory thst sppeared in your September
11lth isgsue on "Hew Vatican Draft 3plits U.S5, Jeury" your rep-
ortsr, Gary Cobetz, misguoted me In sevayal ways. Sinee these
misquotationas have resulted in soms rather unfortunate mis-
underatanding among meny of my collesgues and personsl friends
in the Rebbinate, I would be moat grateful if you would carry
these corrections in your next issue.

Mr., Gobetz guoted me as having said, "I am disturbed by the
manifest logie, if not the hypocrisy, of the rabbinate who are
foisting upon the Jewish ccommunity the following? (sic)'.

At no time in my telephone conversation with HMr, Gobetz did

I make any generalization regsrding "the Rabbinate"., I said

to Hr. Gobetz exactly what I sasid to the London Jewish Chronicle
two weeks earlisr; namely, "thet some of my collsagues, Rabvls
and other Jewish leaders! were making emotiocmnal, impulsive and
uninformed statements which were not grounded at that time in
the facts of the situation relating to the "Jewlsh declaration"
at the Vatican Council,

Az is generslly known, there are important Rabbls who disagroe
with the position of the American Jewlsh Coumlittee in its
understending of the problem of angf-Semitism and its roots

in distorted Christisn teaching. Some differ as well in how
to ecombsat it. But there are many Rabbig, of natlonal stature



and who poassess gonuine Jewish and general scholarship, who
gtrongly support what we have done in this arca., 1 can ghow
any one files of such letters from Orthodox, Conservative,
and Reform Rabbls from all perts of the United Ztates and
from sbroad who believe that we are making a sinjpular contri-
bution in confronting and working at one of the dscieive
issusa thet eiffect the fate and destiny of our psople, =
especially in those counitries where anti-Semitism lg a
metter of dally physical gecurity and not just a soclal
nuigance, Aware and zgrateful for such support {rom membars
of the Rabbinate, I would obviously not insult them by making
such a silly statement as that sttributed to me,

Mr, Sobetz did not algo understand my comment with regard

to the "manifest illogie" of some of the current public
discussion In the Jewish corsmunity, in velation to this
lesus. The rest of the story makes no senss if you des-
eribe as "menifest logic®. What follows; in fact this term
doscribes the reveras of whet I mm guoted as saying in the
next paragreph. #Wr. Gebetz ssked me If T felt that there
will s 8 version of the "Jowlsh declarstion" is promulgated
by the Ecumsnical Couneil ané the Pope as the offieianl
position of ths Church.

I responded by saying thet I think there would be much resent~
msnt, if not worse, If the refeorsnces to proselytizing and
thoe failure to condemn deleide decisively emerges in the final
taxt, such a reaction would be justified, snd the AJC will be
smong the first to articulate it,

1 do not, for the life of me, understa: d hig statement that
“there would be an orgzanisaetiocnal backlagh at Comsittes",

Hor 4o I grasp what he msans by she obseprvation that he attri-
butes to me, YHe saild this connotation would be repudiated

by Amarican bishops in this country®. Did he mean thst the
Ameriesn bishops would repudiate the uge of the present decroe
by professional anti-Semites? Ur by those only in Latin Americaf
It is all vsry unclear, :

Also his quoting me to the sffect that “pessage of the document
was by no means assured” ia similarly ellipticsal and unclear.
What I did say to your reporter is thaet based on the numerous
conversations the American Jewish Committee has had with
Gaprdinals, Archbishops, and Hishops ir this country and sbroad,
we hsve the impression thet this overwhelming majority of these
prelates are very unhappy about this decree and have indicated
their determination to revise it drastically in order thet it
emaras 88 a document acceptable both to Cathoellcs and Jews.




I further said the Mr. Bobetz, that the American Bishops
now realize that it will t ake more than good-will to achieve
this result; that they will have to command the perlimentry
machinery of the Council in order to assure that their con-
sensus is voted into a faverable resolution., I did not say
as Mr, Gobetz guotes me, "They have the machinsery to drast-
ically revise the text of the document in the Council.”

Your reporter did catch the gist of the syllogism which 1
tried to spell cut in the illegicality of the argument being
used agsainst.the AJC. However, sven that waes not exact and
I don't want to bother trying to recreats it.

I note that there are other similiar confused statements and
malapropisms attributed to others in the articles, but let
others reply for themaselves,

This one interview has psrsuaded me that in the future, while
I will be glad to respond to questions put to me by HPP&O0,,I
will do so only in writing.

With warmest good wishes.
Cordially, "

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, DHirector
Interreligious Affairs Departusnt

MH'Tiam

cc = Mr, Charles Roth
Mr. Cary Gobetz
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T Rabbi S. Joshua Kohn
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POATT STATEMENT ON REACTION TO JEWISH BECLARATION

Jews and'ﬁndaubtcdiy men of good will everywhare surely
renargi1‘o£ ‘historic flgniﬁ_gvna» that the Catholic Chuuch, for..”
the first time in the hLSLer of pCmﬁQﬂlC&l Councils hag taken a
'deciaive posicion repudiating anti«Samitism and rejecting those
. maging iﬁtarpretations of certain religious teachihgé vhich bigoés
| and anﬁi-ngites have expoited across the centuries as sanction for
cruelty, against and persecution of the Jewish peéple.

While the presené beclaratiun'will inevitebiﬁ bé'éémpared,
and will suffer by cghp%rison, wiﬁh the warm aﬁd.genercus spirit'
in ‘the text aaoPLed'by an overvhelnming majority of the Council
Fathers on Novenber 20, 1964, this latest action is nevertheleoa
at achievement in itself. Imndeed, it must be acknswleéged as an

i

advance in the totel prccess of crzticai«“erneﬁaminabzon and
séif-correctian that the Catholie ccmmunity ééétbeen undergoing in
its relations with the Jewish people emd’t&e Jewish raligicn,;
especially in recent years end in many paxts of the world.

v i The fact that this declavation rejecte the iavidious traditionm
df?attriﬁuting ;orporate guilt o the Jewish peoplelfof the Cruei-
fixion and calls upon Catholics ﬁnt to present the Jewish people.
Yag re;ectﬂa.b; Cod or accursed as if this ;ollsma from Holy
Scriptures” - *mo of the critical themes of con&empt ~ ghould give
édditianéi imﬁetua,_hopmzully,-ta Lh@ growing movmmﬁnt to purxfy

- preaching, catccbetxcal and other forms of relluiaus 1nstruction

~ that have in many}instanaes £ar too long wef 1ectea uncritzcally

5
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~ that théIGOSpels be revised for the sake of good will =~ any ébre

_2“

polemical and negative traditions of by-gome asges.

Vaile we respect the belief of Christians in the sacred

character of their Scriptuxcs and would never presums e suggest

than Jewa-wauld.tolerate the suggestion that the ilebrew Scriptures

or ouy cthéf saéred'wzitiﬁgs be ﬂe&ified'far'gqaﬁ_inter-féith ref""Tif

-lations. Ve regard it as uafortunaté that the present text has

been changed in contrast to the Mbvember-ZGth version to{emphasize'
a‘mumber of “severe statements about the Jews. One can only hope
that the emﬁﬁio&al imagerj'that thicse evoke will not countervale
othér of the more positive features of the declaration. To the

extént that pevscens unfriendly to the Jews will be a2ble to cite

these references in the ‘context of this Conciliay decdlaration as

' proofetexis &upportingtheir own hostilities, will this document

have been weskened in the vealization of the noble objectives

intended for it by its original architects, the late Pope John EXIIL

-

' of blessed meumory end Cerdinal Beas; As Cardinal Bea made clear in

his:Relatio of Scptember 25, 1964, iﬂ'geferring to this issue, "The
purpose and the scope of the #eclaraéi%g (is) that the Church nay
imiéa&e Christ and thé.égosﬁlesfin.tﬁis 1ova:an&_mayﬁbe renewed

by: this imitaticn, reﬁlécting bn théiéay God has wbrked His saIVa;
tion, éeflecting cn:the.bleasing_canferred on thé Church through

this pecples”



-"3“‘\.5

The desire to foster a mutual &nowleﬁg; snd respect betﬂeen
Christians and Jews which the Couvncil  declaration reécmmends is
warmly velcoread by us-aad we léaﬁ.f zward to the possibilities
of sdvancing such improved undéxsténding between our peopies,

recognizing cur common human fntevests and interdependence, even

as we respect our fundamental differemces im rzeligious commitment.

10/12/65
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Octobar 13, 1965 . .

Jéuws throughout tha__.wr;@d recent action of the Ecuménical
Council {n adopting the declaration on the relation of the Church to
Hon+«Christian religions. ~This declavart elavance to us for
jon+Christian religions. "This deciare Wﬂmﬁh&w

LWo. reasont  norommisan,..,
: s,

First, as hunan bedngs we are, together with all mﬁk&nd. concernad with
the univergal problems affecting ‘the destiny of man, & ¢oncern so deeply

routed in our Judaic tradition.

Second, as Jews, we are obviously interested in the attention the Church
is glving to the undeniable historical fact that certain of its teschings

have  at times been responsible for the suffering of our people.

This declaration of the Vaticaen Council has been guaited with expectant
hope by men of good will everywhere. We regret some of the. aaeerEmM
in the declaration, especially those that might give rise to certein
misunderstandings.. ﬂéverthaless we v;éw."ttie=-=.:g¢!__o§;iqne,,o£-'.th'a: declaration,
especially its vrepudiation of .thé mir,i"t_liou.a. charge of collective guilt
for the death of Jesus and its rejection of -anti-semitism; as an act -

long overdue..

We hope, that the declaration deploring ancs,aaemttia;n will, in fact; help
promote better understanding among all peoples and will contribute to the

effective elimination of sources of bigotry a'nd-p:ajudi._ea,,l-'_

However, only ag the Church moves forward to fulfill in practice the
principles -embodi_,aﬂ in this declaration wlll-_ its true .aignif,icgi“n_cé and meéning

emerge.
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 21, N. Y. o Telephone REgent 7-8200

GUNTHER LAWRENCE, Director of Public Information « PAUL KRESH, Director of Public Relations

Week-end Phone: FOR RELEASE: Sunday A.M.
GUNTHER LAWRENCE November 22, i964
UN 6-2757

or after 6 p.m.
Hote! Delmonico
EL '5-2500

New York, N.Y. === Refdrm Jéws wére caiied ;p;ﬁ last night to
break their "silence'" and face up to the problem of breaking the
Orthodox '"stranglehold" in the State of |srael, especially pertain-
ing to church-state relations.

In 2 sharp statement to the Board of Trustees meeting at
the Hotel Delmonico, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations said, " we have been. far |
too hesitant and silent in confronting this very real menace to
our struggliing Israell Progressiﬁe movement and to the welfare
even of the very survival of lsrael itself." He said, adding,

the ever emboldened audacity of entrenched political orthodoxy must

———p——

be more vigorously and éouragédusfy'counte;eat"
| The Reform Jewish leader said that conversations this
summer with |srael government leaders and [sraelis concluded that
Reform Jews should "no longer be silent and do everything in their
power to break the stranglehold."

"Our silence and hesitancy have been predicated on the
false notion that we were thereby harming Israel and possibly
precipitating a 'Kultur Kampf'! that would divide its people. This

fallacious supposition is not shared by most Israeiis," he said.



Dr. Eisendrath said he had discussed the problem with the top ranking
Israeli officials as well as with men and women in all walks of
life and backgrounds and they were''eager to aid their strong
objections. On all sides was agreement that Israel's primary
problems are not?ggzancial. Israel's vitality and survival with its
increasingly sound economy will not be bankrupt by any conceivable
diminution in American dollars."

All those to whom he spoke, Dr. Eisendrath said," bewailed
the'stranglehold of Israeli Orthodoxy, unylielding, intolerant,
entrenched in the goveqmént, over both the national administration
and the daily life of the people."

He sald that this "silence" has created the impression in
Israel that "the only voices and influence and forces in American
Jewry are those of Orthodoxy'. He was told by '"the highest
authority" that the protest lodged last year by seven presidents
of leading American Jewish civic and religious organizations over
American Orthodox pressure to influence the Knesset into closing
all synagogue schools was '"one of the most welcome antidotes to
this serious situation."

Rabbi Eisendrath told the Board that proclamations are not
sufficient. He asked for "tangible and more far-reaching" programs
to aid the six struggling Reform congregations in |Israel, affiliated
with the World Union for Progressive Judaism.

And in conclusion he called for such steps as:

# Immediate financial aid to the Leo Baeck Schocl in
Haifa, the only high school with a liberally

! oriented curriculum,



# Establishment of additional schools under the
guidance of the Leo Baeck School in Israel.

# Offering of Expert Guidance, materials and techniques
by the UAHC Department of Education to develop
these learning institutions.

# Continued recrultment of [sraell candidates to
study for the rabbinate at the Hebrew Union College-
Jewish [nstitute of Religion.

Six congregations are affiliated wfth the World Union for
Progressive Judaism. They are located in Haifa, Jerusalem, Kfar
Shmaryahu, Nahariya, Nazareth and Ramat Gan.

The UAHC is the central congregational body of 660 Reform
temples in North and Central America with a membership of over
one million. |

Reform Judaism accepts the ethical imperatives of Judaism
and maintalns that it is the duty of each generation of Jews to
bring the religious teaching and practices of their fathers into
harmony with developments in thought, advances in knowledge, and

changes in the circumstances of life.
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To Eliminate Bias on Jews

CHICAGO, (JTA—A syste-
matic effort is underway in
Catholic school textbook pub-
lishing to revise such books
to eliminate distortions about
Jews and Protestants, a nun
reported here in an evalution
of a study of bias in such
texts.

Sister Rose Albert, chairman of
the Education Department of the
Dominican College in Racine,
Wis., said that at least six pub-
lishing companies are changing
their religion texts in the spirit
of the ecumenical movement.”
She listed them as the Benzinger
Press of Chicago; the St. Mary

ents to examine their children's
-textbooks and to raise -questions
at parent-teacher meetings if they
found that the books were “defi-
cient in the ecumenical spirit.”

- College Press of Winona, Minn.;

the Father Novak Fordham Press
of New York; the Fides Publishers
Association of Notre Dame, Ind.;
the Dubuque Priory Press of Du-
buque, Jowa; and the Pius XU
Religion Center of Monroe, Mich.
Re-Written Text

She reported that the new texts
“do not treat, the Jews as harsh-
ly"” about the crucifixion, adding
that most of the new books were
revised or rewritten before the

M BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA?

municants will be taught that anti-Semitism is incompatible with |
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Nare L annen Dauw

Formal approval of the Vatican Council schema absolving
all Jews of deicide and condemning anti-Semitism in all forms
is scheduled for the final session of the Ecumenical Council
either late in 1965 or early in 1966, according to official
statements from Rome.

How will it affect Jews?

In our lifetime, little or not at all !

But what of the future? .

That remains to be measured by the manner of its im-
plementation. : P

Said Monsignor George C. Higgins of the National Cath-
olic Welfare Council who participated in the Rome Council:

“l hope and pray, once the doctrine is promulgated,
it will be the beginning of a new era” (in Catholic - Jewish
relations). But the Monsignor added, “No doctrine is going. to
change the face of the earth between Monday and Tuesday.”

Asked whether the deicide declaration would lead to' re-
vision of parochial school textbooks which sometimes reflect
anti-Semitism, Msgr. Higgins replied, “I would expect it to
lead to all kinds -of activities at the local diocesan level in
refining all that needs to be refined, including the reforming
of textbooks.” He added that implementation would vary from
place to place, depending on the experience and initiative of
the people involved. .

Said Shad Polier, chairman of the Governing Council,
American Jewish Congress: “The evil effects of almost 2,000
years of .teaching that Jews are guilty of deicide will not be
eradicated by the adoption in Rome of a schema, no maiter
how soundly the document is composed. The significance of the
adoption of the schema lies in the implicit undertaking by
the church that—through the daily teachings in its schools, in
the sermons of its priests throughout the world and in the
revision of textbooks and other church documents—its com-

Catholicism and is contrary to the basic tenets of that religion.”

Thus we see that spokesmen for both Catholics and Jews
agree that the schema, itself, is of little value. It is historic!
It is dramatic! But the implementation of the schema will
determine of what value it is to mankind.

Some Jews among us sneer at the schema and contend
that our religion has been strengthened by anti-Semitism. These,
we fear, are the bitter Jews who are content to go through
life hated by other humans,

Deeper-thinking, less militant Jews agree that the Ecumen-
ical Council’s schema is at least a start in the right direction.

_ What has been taught for 2,000 years cannot be undone |
in a generation or even several generations, as Msgr. Higgins |
said. . .“The face of the earth cannot change between Monday |
and Tuesday.” : . O

. But a start has been made in our lifetime. That, in.it-
self, is an important milestone and bodes well for the future
of closer cooperation between Catholics and Jews.




TEMPLE BETH-EL OF ROCKAWAY PARK
445 BEACH 135TH STREET
BELLE HARBOR, L. I, N. Y.

DR. ROBERT GORDIS, RABSI December 28, 1964

Dear Marc:

I was fortunately able to watch the telecast on the Eric Goldman
program "Open Mind", in which you participated. I am writing to
tell you how impressive I found your contribution to the discussion.
Your command of the subject and all its ramifications, your
familiarity with the sources and your articulate and fair-minded
presentation of the entire theme were outstanding.

It is, of course, characteristic of our human nature that we
are delighted to find our standpoint shared and well presented by
others. For me, one of the highlights of the discussion was the
balance with which you referred, within the limitations of time
available, to both aspects of the Judeo-Christian tradition, the
elements of similarity and congruence on the one hand, and of
distinctiveness and divergence on the other. In a lecture entitled,
"The Judeo-Christian Tradition =- Illusion or Reality", which I
recently dglivered at Brandeis University, I pointed out that
when the concept of the Judeo-Christian tradition first became
popular, the tendency was to deny the elements of distinctiveness.
Now has come the characteristic reaction to the other extreme which
denies the validity of the concept because of the elements of differ-
ence. It was with this difficulty that Rabbi Klavan, following in
the footsteps of his master, Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik, was wrestling.

While I am writing you, I should also like to underscore my
wholehearted agreement with your strictures regarding the reaction
to the Vatican Council statement in some Jewish circles. I am afraid
that the tendency to fluctuate from one extreme to the other is an
incurable component of human nature. No wonder Aristotle and Koheleth
and Maimonides underscored from varying points of view, the import=-
ance of the Golden Mean. To achieve it is hard, to maintain it even
harder, especially in these days when extremism is not limited to
politics. '

My best to you.

Cordially yours,

A ndinit M

Robert Gordis

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee _ ik =
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y



RABBI EDWARD T. SANDROW

December 29, 1964

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th St.

New York, N.Y.

Dear Mare:

It is not my habit to write fan letters but | must tell you
how proud | was to see you and hear you on the Open
Mind program last Sunday afternoon. Your participation
in that discussion was excellent and as a worker in the
same vineyard | want to thank you for your contribution
to our image.

With warm greetings,

| . Cordially,

5
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Thox. 30, 1005

' (Q/ﬁ?jyj-vé /10:/ e ?,/(f; ;\'Y//

/"fz”?/’] & //:v/: 2v4 /4 2 g/g,o [

/»uvo? 70 &w(/ QY2 NoacinD (K,// gD //@
s @Pf/w O o7 *wc?f/n v P

R i

= /f‘f”%?f/f o> 0000 AV D

7l e e 5

/ "f/ V%f‘//é) ﬁ@vw»g Py (10, rd S
e 0/,//9‘ {q/;//,ﬂ .A///%{///ﬁ

Tred ovred gpm Oaenfi 6fv//“~’-5 /("” L
"s.l_?f&?r'o?/é}} A+ £ C—/?(( ),/) 020 3 ,-,/,»//"
///f‘/\/r“ /% 2 Ovasn @{\/‘/3/ i ¢7/ /
U vz d) i D e P
‘w/ /) /‘/%//1(\/;-/ QO (7,/,7// w//f )7 LA}

IRl g Rl
/»/9,//// /3/9'\ Q/CQ/VM///’

Y “/_j// QJ/V 7’) 9/\//(0//’;?////’
Q@q///w C/noN //:/ 9//»/ ,Q/\/y’// c2 / 9

~ o 1) O AL S0 e
Py 9/””//”/ 2V IRTE 9/ﬂ/z//V«/ I A1



2
57,;/ NS [0 /Vn/._g) 3 s fff(f VA S/
VIPULQ) NONIAd ¥ Srir 0D J1/0
Cprld BYM072 3113 et 113 30 14
. _9//-5;@»'3/,« Tirrsnd G\ >y sz,//
@/ﬁ// i/~ Ao + 3 Pk
VAC e Cow ////yv,z.;f@’% A o) o G0
NG o OB 17 L
/[0 —/-nv';!,_//f 7N /)»ﬂ,, ) /\' r il §7 XN/
(/r 1 Dy 7;‘ C‘Q o ppDs I NVATIYDS A
6;"(7/\/’9{_/*@//" G:;/Q//D 6//“’%//
@/V/W)/@ /7 7/9:__@7 /‘G«L/z//fgwagr/ﬂ
W/ 2B NI N S 3 D2/
10 G i) e op < Gl D
NN /K‘:D LIND Dpseg) AN oy ,;'9
NG 3 C,}; /VBZ/(/ > ) )“}7%9
/“’ S 12 /\’ (U///‘//%;v/ /'//l/ G /V_///:d @ /7
g D3 g,,{r//\/.ﬁ/f(w?/"] A2 /Vil’///ﬂ
/4/\/1/4 Y00 NS S R ,Q,w//e.,///n

A rr Al
ik

r/')y,»,rmaﬂ/m,/no 'N/Q"’




.

s

r

§



From the desk of -
CHARLES E. SILBERMAN

"@ ~ntligep,..

N Re Al

tM?( Wﬁm"‘d’ﬂ’f ;ﬁjz Ll
» Z_w:" s

34/«%&45"’ (3

/ s &@/
L et



DRAFT
12/28/6l

Dear Rabbi Miller:

Your letter of December 10, commenting on the New York Times

interview with Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, raises a number of questions,
questions both of fact?gg Judgment, On the latter there is some dis=-
agreement between us, and if you would care to pursue these differ-
ences of opinion in emicabhe discussion with myself and Rabbi Tanen-
baum,tge;hould be happy to do so. In the meantime, however, I would
like to fespond to some of your comments.

You object both to the substance and the procedure of Rabbi
Tenenbaum's comments. Your objection to the procedure, as I under-
stand it, is that it was a breach of the understanding that no in-
dividual comment would be made on the subject of the declaration by
any responsible person representing the signatory organizations until-
a Joint response was formulated. You yourself affirm that the under-
standing is no lohger technically valid, but suggest that it still
be honored, and you state: "The Rabbinical Council of America and the
- other groups have in disciplined fashion sc¢rupulously avoided public
comment on this subject, except in the words of the jointly adopted
document., " |

I wonder 1f you are aware of the debate on the Ecumenical
Council'l statement which was held at the Stephen Wise House on
November 22nd and addressed by four Jewish leaders, all of them
responsible persons prominently identified with, if not representing,

signatory organizations. Their comments were reported in The New

York Timas or Nov, 23rd, as well asother prominent newapapers here

and abroad and were carried over the wire aervices. Two of these

comments could hardly be charactarized as conforming, eithser in
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letter of spirit, to the words of the Jjointly adopted statement, and the
reportage certainly leads me to question your contention that the
signitory groups hsve "scrupuslously svoided public comment..." I
persenally feel that the agreement to refrain from comment until a
Jjoint statement was issued (which was honored by all groups) did,
in faect expire with the iassuence of the gtatement, and thet all groups
are free to express their views. Again speakiné personally, I am not
seriously disturbed by differencaes of opinion within the Jewish
community, nor that such differences are reflected in the public press.
But since you have lald such grest stress on the concept of kehillah
and on the accusation of the breach of an understanding, I would pecint
out to you that we were not the first to make that breach and indeed,
if the other comments had not been made; Rabbi Tanenbaum's would
probably not have been made either. In fsct, I would ask you whether.
you wrote similaply to the gentlemen whose comments were reported in
the press accusing them of a breach of confidence, or of “intemperaﬁe
and injudicious remarks.,"
Your objections to the substance of Rabbi Tanenbaum's comments

are not as clearly specified. You do mot accuse Rabbil Tanenbaum of mise
stating the facts when he commented that some Jewish leaders have re-
sponded to the Vatican Councii action cynically or have derided the
motives of Christien leaders. I teke it you do not feel the state-
ment was untrue, but that it was injudicious to have said it, that it
was too ﬁarshly said, and that it desmaged the cause of interre;igious
amity.

.Ag Lo the latter poeint, 1 must take issue with you, In my judg-
ment?'tha'c&usa of interreligious amity was damaged much more gravely

by precisely those derisive and uhgracious responses which Rabbi
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Tanenbaum criticized than by his own remarks. Among our Catholic
8%y friends, it was those very prelates and laymen who had fought
hardest and most courageously for the strongest possible declera-
tion--not in order to ensnare Jews into conversion, but because they
were appalled by anti-Semitism and felt the Church must repudiate
one of its more insidious causes as a matter of conscience and justice--
who were most bewildered and mkk distressed by these cynical reactions.
Rabbi Tanenbaum felt the need to express another point of view force-
fully. i
It is p ossible thet Rebbi Tanenbaum did notiexpress himself
as well as he might. But as to the tenor of his words, I would make
. two observations. First, the tone of a newsgpaper interview does not
always reflect with accuracy the tone of a major and longer presenta-
tion. (I Understand, in fact, that Rabbi Raclkman also claimed that
the Eiggifarticle on his talk distorted the thrust of his own pre-
sentatiéh;) Rabbl Tanenbaum made a IS minute report during our
Executive Board meeting which was reasoned, balanced, and vory well
received by our own people. I do not say that Rabbi Tenenbaum was
misquoted in the Times story, but rather that the story concentrated
almost exclusively on his few critical cormments. The concluding
sentence;.wﬁich opens the question of intra-Jewish relations, is a
severely truncated version of a much longer treatment.
Rabui Tanenbaum is chagrined as we are that a lengthy and care-

ful study Qf intra-Jewigh relations was reduced to one sentence

in thé'newspaper story, end that sentence was cordensed and regritten
hwﬁfrom the original submitted by Mri,Spiegel by the rewrite desk--which
also ommittad gsix sdditional paragraphs that Mr. Spiegel wrote in
documenting Rabbi Tanenbaum's views. For your information, Mr. Spiegel

based his statement on Rebbi Tanenbaum's views weparding intra-Jewish
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relations on an article thet appearsed in the London Jewish Chronicle
entitled, "Is World Jewry Uniting?" I enclose a copy of that article
so that you can read for yourself what Rabbi Tanenbaum's views are
on this question. (I would call to your attention an earlier monograph
by him on this Subjsct that appeared in the Rabbinical Agsembly
proceedings 1959.) You know as well as I that Rabbi Tanenbaum gave
almost a decade‘of dedicated service to the Synagogue Council of
America trying to help achieve greater cooperation, communication,
and mutual respect between Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Jewry,
He knows the problems as well as opportunities in intra-Jewish re-
lations perhaps as well as anyone in this country. He certainly
needs no defense from the American Jewish Committee nor from me in
this regard.

Second; I think we might expect some understanding of the kind
of pressures under which our staff hes been operating. Over the
past few years, the American Jewish Committes has carried on a cone
structive program with regard to the Ecumenical Council with what I
consider great discretion, dignity, and effectiveness. Obviously,
Rabbi Tgnenbaum has been deeply invelved in this program and has
helped to direct it. He has made a significant contribution to the

removal

advancement of interreligious understanding and the remrawakx of an
ancient and terrible source of anti-Semitimm. The Vatican Council
declaration was welcomed with genuine gratification by most Jewish
organizations and individuals. Yet, over the past months, we have
been the subject of a number of attacks. A J C has been sccused
of'"groveling" before the Churéh; of begging for a few crumbs, etc.
Much of the”language used in ﬁhese attacks has been what I would call

this
intemperate and injuidicious, but if kkase language has been called
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into question, we have not heard about it. Your criticism of Rabbi
Tanenbaum's remarks could be accepted by me with much better grace
if it were accompanied by an acknowlegement of what he has achieved
in this area. I am distressed that you appear to find nothing wrong
with ther&astﬁ attacks that have been made against us, but are so
geeéz quick to respond to criticisms made by Rabbi Tanenbaum, 1

wonder if there isn't something of a double standard operating here,
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DRAFT

Rabbi Israel Miller, President
Rabbinical Council of Amerlca
84 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

. Dear Rabbi Miller:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of December
10 in which you are critical of the interview with Rabbi Marc
Tanenbaum that appeared in the December 5 issue of The New York
Times.

While I am always happy to hear from you, needless to say

hatsh
I am disturbed by your rathetﬁcharacterization of the remarks
that are attributed to him as having ''dealt a severe blow'" and

L K 4} .ll- ] - 3 i i
intemperate” and 'injudicious. .= Unmder To-cTireumstances could

I accept your statement that 'Rabbi Tanenbaum has also set back
the cause of inter-religious amity.'" You know as well as I that
he is regarded as having made one of the most significant contri-
butions in this country to interreligious understanding and, as

I will seek to demonstrate h1$£eomments have had the very
i Snkzlegok ﬂ{" b Cithog
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opposite effect that Wthh you describe.
th 04
First, for people ke lburselves who are in public life

J

I think it is axiomatic that we do not regard newspaper inter-
views as the most accurate form on which to base a judgment of

a man's position. 1In this case, Rabbi Tanenbaum presented a

mg pIC
Si&by /minute talk before thel Executive Board_at Miami Beach that

A

was carefully analytic, extremely well-documented, and reasoned
in its approach. The response of our leaders to his talk was
warm, sympathetic, and gaEmrx generally supportive. The report

in the New York Times hardly began-to do justice to the subtlety
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and the comprehensiveness of his statement. I would therefore
ask you not to judge ﬁdi?;:i&y the six paragraphs that appeared
in the New York Times.

Second, Rabbi Tanenbaum's statement dealt with two cate-
gories of concern; the first, with the reaction of "'some Jewish
leaders" to the Vatican Council decree; the second, with internal

Jewish problems.
P "ti_
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In diﬁpégzzéEéﬁfz;e second, I need only tell you that

#//Rabbi Tanenbaum is chagrined as we are that a lengthy and care-

ful study of intra-Jewish relations was reduced to onme sentence
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"% based hlS statement on Rabbi Tanenbaum's views regarding intra-

Jewish relations on an article that appeared in the London Jewish zz:&
Chronicle entitled, '"Is World Jewry Uniting?" I-enciose a copy

of that article so that you can read for yéufself what Rabbi Qi:;?k{
Tanenbaum's views are on this questlon (} would call to your
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attention an earlier monograph On thls subject that appeared in ﬁif
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the Rabbinical Agsembly proceedings 1959) You know as well as I :h%
that Rabbi Tanenbaum gave almost a decade of dedicated service -
to the Synagogue Council of America trying to help achieve greater
cooperétion, communication, and mutual respect between Orthodbx,
Conservative, and Reform Jewry. He knows the problems as well as

opportunities in intra-Jewish relations perhaps as well as anyone

in this country. He certainly needs no defense from the American
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Jewish Committee nor from me in this regard./i?

The second part of the xEmak remarks attributed to him -
in the New York Times dealt with Jewish mxmax reactions to the
Vatican Council decree. In your letter you welcomed, ''the
cooperative spirit in which the organized Jewish community de-

veloped the two statements occasoned by the draft schema of the

Ecumenical Council.” If you will read the Times storylaanL}fﬁf
you will note that Rabbi Tanenbaum equallf acknowledged "major
Jewish organizations have warmly greeted the Ecumenical Council's
prellmlnary action to repudiate deicide." Apparently one of the
bones of contention is that: Rabb:L Rx= 'I'anenbaum singled out x:ome
Jewish leaderss who have responded.’@o the decree‘ﬁ w1tﬂ cynicism

and petulant carplng, deriding even the motives of Christian

leaders who have demonstrated their good faith in many ways."
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What prompted Rabbi Tanenbaum to make this statement is
the fact that on the day after the closing of the Vatican Council
two Jewish 1eadérs, one of thém a former officer of the Rabbinical
Council of America, made statements precisely‘of the character
that Rabbi Tanenbaum described. These wére carried over the
wire services and were published in many of the major daily
newspapers in this country and abroad. One of these criticisms
of the Vatican Council reduced the entire action of the Church
to that of "self-interest:" The other statement said that the
Vatican decree was meaningless because it did not spécifically
speak of Judaism as a religious faith. (In the meantime, I
have been informed that this 1attef statement misrepresented
the position of Rabbi Rackman). The day after these stories
appearéd in the press Rabbi Tanenbaum received several telephone
calls from Bishops and Monsignori who had just returmned from
-Rome and who reacted with outrage. They called him to try to
ascertéin how representative these views were of the Jewish
people in this country. While discussing this question with him,
one of the Bishops, who has demonstrated on numerous occasions
his deep devotion to our people and who played a crucial role
in the revision of the text leading to the elimination of the
conversion phrase, declared to Rabbi Tanenbaum, "We voted in
favor of the Jewish declaration as a matter of cénscience. We are

neither looking for nor seeking the xhimgs thanks of the Jewish

people. But at the same time, we do not want to be insulted for



P B
the action that we took. What do these Jews who have said these
thingé publicly want fhe Catholic Church to do---grovel?'" That,
Rabbi Miller, is a verbatim quotation of what a leading American
Bishop who played a decisive role in this whole matter over a
number of yeérs declared to Rabbi Tanenbaum.

In Rabbi Tanenbaum's as well as in my own judgment, this
represented a serious problem and it was necessary to clarify
that these several statéments which received such wide publicity
did not speak the mind of all the Jewish people. Rabbi Tanenbaum
so;ght to do that in his statement. It is quite possible that
he did not succeed in doing that as.effectively as he had in-
tended. But that is a matter of personal =¥ judgment. We can
only judge that from the point of view of Catholic leadership.

It was effective because the response to his statement from
Catholic 1eéders has.been one of appreciation for not allowing
these attacks Eo gb by unchallenged. This bears out my earlier
comment to the effect that far from "sgtting back the cause of
interreligious amity,' he has indeed helped to strengthen it.

As.a mgttef of personal privilege, I want to take this
occasion to indicate that we wé&id hope that Jewish leaders like
yourself who know in detail and authoritatively the history of
the relation of distorted Christian teaching to anti-Semitism would
| 2%;; a greater understanding of what we have been trying to do
than has been evidenced thus far. The Committee has quietly,
seriously, and we believe responsibly labored to help achieve

this tremendous result in the Catholic Church. If we had followed
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the advice of some Jewish groups and some leaders we would have
had nothing to do with this process and would have left the
matter passively to Rome. From our present vantage point, we
are completely persuaded and believe that we can demonstrate
that to have followed such an approach would have led to a
disastrous statement.. It would have been filled with second-hand
knowledge about Jewish in the {by MESHUMADIM,
it would have been a completely obnoxious statement on conversion,
and relations between Catholics and Jews would have been reduced
in this country as well as akmxa abroad to the level of a street
brawl.

‘'We have not asked for commendation or thanks from anyone
because we believe that this is why the American Jewish Committee
exists and it is for this kind of effectiveness that Jews through-
out the country support our program. But I ask your indulgence
to understand the psychological load that éome of our people cérry
with Jewish representatives for weeks and ﬁonths bitterly assailing
the Committee in newspapers, articles, editorials, and from pulpits
for relating to the Vatican - and then after the decree is safely
brought to port, the same individuals join in welcoming this
great achievement without acknowlédging in even tﬁe dightest way
the tremendous mesiras nefesh of the Committee and its staff. The
| irogg compounded for us when for weeks on end prior to the passage
of the decree we were publicly abused for advocating ''theological

dialogues' and '"pilgrimages to Rome', and then find that many of
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the people who are variably assaulting us are privately engaging
in such dﬂxix dialogues and are meeting privately with Cardinals
and other representatives of the Catholic Church, pfesenting
themselves as authentic spokesmen for our people on these issues.
After the passage of the decree, one prominent Orthodox Rabbi
who had earlier maligned the Committee in an official Orthodox
publication, then from the platform of the United Orthodox Jewish
Congregations made a public plea for Orthodoxy to become involved
in a ﬁajor ﬁay in "socio-cultural" dialogues with the Catholic
community.

We are obviously not opposed to increasing communication
and understanding between religious groups, but I think it should
not be asking too much to ask you to be aware of our perplexity
over this kind of contradictory behavior, so much of which has
taken placé at the expense and reputation and good name of The
Américan Jewish Committee.

From my knowledge of Jewish history, there was a time
when the Rabbinate played a decisive role in setting the moral
standards for public utterances and behavior within the Kehillah.
It is my perxsonal and &vout hope that the Rabbinate might resume
this function and help all of us to overcome some of the unseemly
and morally unedifying experiences, some of which I have touched
upon in this letter to you.

1 close this lengthy document with an expression of hope

that we may find an opportunity to meet together, either singly



.
.or together with other Jewish leadersito examine what in my
judgment is now one of the Exir%k critical needs of our people,
namely, the developing of mutually respéctful and mutualiy

helpful relationships between Jews. This is at least as important
as trying to develop such relationships between Christians and
Jews.

Sincerely,

Morris B. Abram

MBA: fb
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STATEMENT BY ZACHARIAH SHUSTER
0

'The”deélaratidnlﬁn;éﬁe Jews in its present form rejects the

—

myth of collective Jewish responsibility for the Crucifixion,
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both in anéieﬁf:fiﬁea'ahd in subsequent generations. One must -

éxprése(éohgggé}.hoﬁever,fpver-;he fact that some of the strong

—

and direct language used in ﬁheféﬁg?ioﬁs teit,‘which was adoptedy

L

Tl

by an overwhelming majority has been eliminated from the present

~

téxt;_particularly fégreétibleiié the removal of the term "deicide",

o —

which became the popular expreséfkor;this myth.

i

At the same time, welcome{ the positive addition .

in the present text which states forthrightly that the Catholic

Church deplores manifastations'of.anti-Semitism, One should
T, AR AP SRS o ey oo T O

also note the the present document maintains the call for mutual
' > . ﬁ-“_‘—\—-d—

respect between the two religions.

It is to'be hoped that some of the forthright language of the
previous text will be reg;oﬁed before the final voting. Thus,
this histhicfdocument'migbt become a powerful weaponlin the

struggle against prejudice and anti-Semitism.




[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



A STATEMENT 'O THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Throughout our history we Jews have been the bearers of a distinctive
religious commitment. No matter how great the pressures, no sacrifice
i1as wesn too great for us to maintain our unique religious character.

{5 creeern with the common destiny of all men is deeply rooted in our

| spiritual heritege. We, therefore, note with sa‘isfaction the develop-
| went of increasingly harmonious relationships among the great faiths

| that have engendered common positions and actions on vital human-

i itarian issues. The ever increasing contacts between peoples in the

. modern world has created nevw dimensions in human relations which Jews

. nave velcomed and in which they have fully participated. Y.t today,

i no less then in the past, the Jev remains steadfast in his historic

l} crmitment, determined to preserve his faith and heritage.

- :

The Ecumenical Council currently meeting in Rome is a convocation of
the religious leadership of the Cetholic church, concerned with the
provien of Christian unity end the definition of Catholic religious
doctrine. It would, therefore, uve improper for the Jewish community
waich is not a pa: v of Christianity or its Ecumenical movement to offer
suggestions concerning religious doctrine to thia Council, However, it
i1s our hope, that this Council will further harmonious relationships

among the religions of the world to seek solutions to the problam of
1.:.111&. s oo ;
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the fact tha* certain teschings of the church have been used at times 1'
as a source of antl-semitism. It 1s to be hoped that the final deter-

! A.Ll men of good. will are encoumged by the concern of th.‘l.s Council ﬂ.th
/
i
¥

wivation of the Council will contribute to the effective elimination =/
of anti-semitism and 211 sources of bigotry and prejudice and will
¢ lead to better md.eratancﬂng amon&st all P%Plee. L
1\‘ L RS R % s R B
Anmerican Jewish Commlttee Rabbinical Council of America
fimerican Jewlsh Congress Union of American Hebrew Congregation:
Rfaai B'rith : Union of Orthodo;: Jewish Consms.-.tior
Canadian Jewlsh Congress : of America
Jevish Laver Committee United Synagogue of America
Hationel Community Relations World Jewish Congress
Advisory Council ; ' Central Confereuce of American Rabbis

Fobbinical Assembly of America Jewish War Veterans of the United Staveu
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